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15 AUGUST 1966

“"IT WAS WITH DEEPEST CONCERN THAT I FOLLOWED DEVELOPMENTS THIS MORNING IN
CONNECTION WITH INCIDENTS IN THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LAKE TIBERIAS.
INVESTIGATIONS OF BOTH ISRAEL AND SYRIAN COMPLAINTS ARE UNDER WAY.
WITHOUT PREJUDGING THE RESULTS OF THESE INVESTIGATIONS OR THE CAUSES OF
THE INCIDENTS, THE REPORTS FROM UN OPS OF EXCHANGE OF FIRE AND OF THE

DEPIORABLE USE BY BOTH SIDES OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT REQUIRE ME TO RECORD
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THAT BOTH ISRAEL AND SYRIA HAVE VIOLATED THEIR UNCONDITIONAL OBLIGATION TO

OBSERVE THE CEASEFIRE ORDERED BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL.

IN EARLY JUNE 1966 BOTH PARTIES AGREED TO RE-ESTABLISH THE UNCONDITIONAL
CEASEFIRE. IN VMID—JULY, FOLLOWING MY APPEAR , BOTH PARTIES AGAIN AGREED
TO RE-ESTABLISH THIS UNCODITIONAL CEASEFIRE. THIS COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE
FACILITATED CONVERSATIONS WHICH I COMMENCED WITH BOTH PARTIES IN ORDER TO
TRY TO SETTLE CULTIVATION PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE GIVEN RISE TO MANY SERIOUS

INCIDENTS.

I NOW APPEAL AGAIN, AND MOST URGENTLY, TO BOTH PARTIES TO RENEW AND
STRICTLY OBSERVE THEIR UNCONDITIONAL CEASEFIRE COMMITMENT. I INTEND TO
PURSUE MY EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE LOND STANDING CULTIVATION PROBLEMS. I
COUNT UPON THE CO-OPERATION OF BOTH SIDES WHICH HAVE EXPRESSED TO ME THEIR

DESIRE TO REDUCE TENSION BY SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS.
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“I HAVE INVITED YOU URGENTLY TO EXPRESS MY DEEP CONCERN AT THE GRAVE
DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION ON THE SYRIAN-ISRAEL FRONTIER. AFTER THIS

MEETING I AM CALLING THE CABINET FOR A SPECIAL SESSION.

SOMETIME AGO, WE RECEIVED FROM THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH YOU
ACCEPTANCE OF A UNCONDITIONAL CEASE-FIRE, TO WHICH WE NATURALLY AGREED.
DESPITE THEIR SOLEMN UNDERTAKING, THE SYRIANS YESTERDAY MORNING OPENED
FIRE ON A PATROL BOAT WHICH WAS STRANDED ON A SAND BANK ON THE LAKE OF
KINNERET WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, IS ENTIRELY IN ISRAEL' TERRITORY. WORSE
STILL, AFTER ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN WITH THE CHAAIRMAN OF THE
MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION AND WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SYRIANS FOR THE
SALVAGE OF THIS BOAT, SYRIAN PLANES ATTACKED THE BOAT WITH ROCKETS. FROM
THE STATEMENTS OF THE DAMASCUS OFFICIAL RADIO LAST NIGHT, IT IS NOW CLEAR
THAT THE AIR ATTACK WAS PREMEDITATED AND THE SYRIANS WERE WAITING FOR
AN OPPORTUNITY TO IMPLEMENT THIS PLAN. THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT
INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE: "SYRIA WAITED FOR AN APPORPRIATE
OPPORTUNITY TO IMPLEMENT HER PIAN TO TAKE ACTION SPECIFICALLY WITH
ATIRCRAFT". FURTHERMORE, "THE PLAN WAS FIRST TO STRIKE FROM THE AIR AT THE
BOAT IN LAKE TIBERIAS AND THE SECOND OBJECTIVE WAS TO STRIKE FROM THE AIR

THE BASES IN ISRAEL”.

I WOULD ADD THAT IN ANOTHER BROADCAST FROM THE DAMASCUS RADIO THE
STATEMENT WAS MADE THAT SYRIA ACKNOWLWDGES THAT SHE HAS ASSISTED THE

EL-FATAH AND ANNOUNCES THAT SHE WILL INCREASE HER AID TO EL-FATAH.

NOW, I WISH TO ASK THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH YOU, BECAUSE I HAVE NO

OTHER WAY, TWO DIRECT QUESTIONS: 1. DO THEY STAND BY THE CEASE-FIRE OR

NOT?
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DO THE INTEND TO CONTINUE THEIR AID TO EL-FATAH?

I WOULD ASK YOU URGNTLY TO CONETACT DAMASCUS AND TO BRING ME THEIR REPLY .
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO THESE TWO QUESTIONS IN THE LIGHT OF THE REPLY TO

THESE TWO QUESTIONS, MY GOVERNMENT, WILL DECIDE ON ITS COURSE.

AS FAR AS THE ISRAEL POSITIONS IS CONCERNED, I CONFIRM THAT WE WILL ABIDE
BY THE CEASE-FIRE, SUBJECT TO RECIPROCITY AND THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE
ENSHRINED IN THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS. AS MR. KIDRON HAD ALREADY
MADE CLEAR, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT SYRIA WILI. REFRAIN FROM ANY ACTIVITY,
SUCH AS ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO LAKE KINNERET AND ALSO ENTRY INTO THE
DEMILITARIZED ZONE FOR ANY PURPOSE WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING GRAZING AND

CULTIVATION, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED.

AT THE SAME TIME, I WOULD ASK YOU TO REPORT ON THE SITUATION TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL, UNDERLINING THE AGGRESSIVE ACTION OF THE SYRIANS , THE
ADMISSION OF THE SYRIANS THAT THIS AGGRESSION WAS PREMEDITATED AND THE

PROCLAMATION THAT SYRIA WILL INCREASE ITS AID TO EL-FATAH.

FINALLY, MAY I STATE MY RESERVATIONS TO YOUR LETTER TO MR. KIDRON OF THIS
MORNING, IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT HAS HAPPENDED, INCLUDING THE INDISPUTABLE
FACT THAT THE FIRST SYRIAN AIRCRAFT WAS BROUGHT DOWN BY FIRE FROM THE
PATROL VESSEL WHICH IT WAS ATTACKING INSIDE ISRAEL TERRITORY, HOW CAN YOU
PUT SYRIA AND ISRAEL ON THE SAME PLANE? AFTER SYRIA ITSELF ACKNOWLEDGED
ITS GUILT OR ITS INTENT, ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT HAD A PREMEDITATED PLAM FOR
A AGGRESSION, ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IS HAS HELPED EL-PATAH AND WILL GO ON
HELPING EL-PATAH - HAW CAN YOU POSSIBLE EQUATE SYRIAN POLICIES WITH ISRAEL

POLICIES?
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