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xxxii CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

P owi, L 1& For oailleas, an unnecessary emendation, read ‘u..ﬁlj.a
and cf. the List of archac forms, cie., where other ex-
amples are cited,

P, v, L5 gl t_jj-_‘l-. Sn also Hamza (p. o), but the correct

reading is je2ld CJJ..: = ygihds lﬁjj..} CF Fab., 1, 839,
last line, and Swsauiden, p. 59, note g,

P, A% L {.  For pd ol read yl (Hamza, p. 51, 1. 1 fr. foot has
soepel).  Abrashahr and Jurjin are mentioned together
m 1ab., 1, 819, 13. The former is the ancient name of
the Nishapor district {Sesaaider, p. 1, note 2\,
90,17 blduns Sic!
90,1 1A For Slga read olee.
44, 1" For aisvead upd. CL p. {1, last line and fol.
1+ &4 1. Here the Fdrindma has preserved the correct lorm of
the name which in Tab. appears as jlial;,
(17 L1 Read Ju! u.gl;,f”.ﬁ.a )
{11, LA For yeull read 5 i,
175 L IE For woboges read il ggiis.
{, LS. For -n...i;.l"--n read wiass,
{0, note 8. Defe “but the word 15 probably corrupt.”
{0, L 1. For | yalis read jauly, or supply wimzad ;a0ley aller
the words e (Gl eem.

o

MYy Moo

P15 LY. For ool read gyl
P.AEE L . For ool read ol

P. 1158, 1L ™. For Jlselode read ylawgbpse.
F.ial, L. 1§. Tor IJ.i'f_l-,l.ii.-o read bil_,..dni.m

{oF, . | F. For Ulie read Ll
heY, L 11 For (g read, perhaps, (gue, “ 2 tithe”

- v, Under S ags dede jamayh r..gn..allj. Cf. note ont p. ¥4, L ™
above.

I

=



CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

P F,|~|ﬁ+
P o1, L v
P

q:r]' li‘
Pota, L™

| l-_.,.l...-"'h

Forr,Lr..

For s\Mals read o el

Aneddd s probably a mistake of the copyist for awd.

For Al TERG oy .

‘The correct spelling of » 2 18 3p2 (30). Cf. Tabari, 1, 166,
32 foll.

C-J'I ol azil s This genealogy agrees with codd. C
and T'n. of Tahari, 1, 24 5.

A Lk s ygaggdt. For this genealogy of Faridiin

cl. Tab., 1, 224, 4 foll
For a.9li& read aisluss,

P. 10, L 1 fol. According to Tab., [, 689, 1 Myl was the Jagad of

P Loy,
P.re 1L (1.
P.re, lw.

P.re, i IF
P.FY, LY.

P.'v, L v,
P.ra, L §1=
P.r.,14%.
B LIrr.
P.A% 1L A

K humani,

For jlepa read e, as on p. {. 9.

The mother of Bévdndukht and Shirdya was the Roman

princess, Mariz {cf. Sasaniden, p. 300, note 2),

Tab. and the Mujm have (ylgpail g 3100 1852, which
15 coTrect.

For )8 read glf).,f and cf. the List of archaic forms
ete., under n_ﬁ:.

For jhuldems read yl5utnans.

»ialej. The correct form is Jisloj {Hamzs, p. F9 )
For odajlpéhaans read oliylishzos.

For 4! Tab., 1, 181, 12 has Fanhusd,

43h;. Tab, 1, 6og, g has TR

P.ie¥, L rand 9. wrse 15 & corruption of (g4, or Lg_,_,.i;. The

PoEYL Lo

Shdhindma, ed. Macan, p. AVI™, |. % from foot, calls bim
22 (25 Tab, 1, 611, 3 bas lamili s Y.
WMJ.H Ct. Sasaniden, p. g, note 2.

P. 14, note §. Instiad of yi; sl wibpl [ would now propose to read

either ,a5 250 jlyt (High Counsellor) or j&jsa3! alone.
The corrupt form pjlei,a! occurs again on 2- 1, L 1w,

P. 0%, 11, jlamlis probably a mistake for jlaa-.



b INTRODUCTION

Caaile (8, n}; tra.nsiti;m, it leave.”

osliespe (v ¥, 1}, “of noble birth.,”
andlee (Vv [,1%; 1, kv v ey [V Py ey “Reibute,” frevenue

{derived from Laxes). At w{, 4 ;:..&1_,.4, the reading of B,
should be restored.

ailea {1+, v7} Here 335 ailye, apparently, means “to
escape ”; no doubt the idea is that the fugitive puts a space
between himsell and his pursuers.

- ]

oy (VB V) Ol :.i_,.e.?-, “the champion of the world,”

Lﬂ.iﬂ.ﬁ (" F. 1), “theart of painting,”
; (1, 2; 915, ), “hostage.” The plural OHHed (from Y}
occurs at &, t-. '

o followed by plural noun (9 +, 1)

‘The foregoing list illustrates the fact that the Persian ¢lement in the
language of the Firsadma is exceptionally large: in some passages the
Arabic words amount to na miwe than 20 or 25 per ¢ent. of the whole,

FEEYNOLD A, NICHOLSON.
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azle (1A, 1) Mr e Strange translates lsbls here by *shady
places,” * pavilions,” but the rcading is probahly Cosrupt,

ogims (A, 1) “exhausted.® ol #gmnet With 1 (va, 105 49,11,
“to become weary of

Kbl (51,185 Y, 1) = Rikper.

t‘}]_,... (1™, f; A, V) o= PL!;,“ With (93, “10 lbore ™
(through a mountain).

ejpw (1 V2,4, of lions, *Rerceness,” "“fury.” The dictionaries
have it only as an adjective.

:;E (1%, 1}, " violent,” “averbearing,”

Mo (F9,3%) = s300b. In the phrase 3pem Jom ( gjaps it is
synonymous with the Arabic sssse.
-.::!;ﬂ-:h {I"F, €=} On this rare word, which Mr |e Strangi: trans-
lates by “rents” or “surplus revenues.” see his note In
JEAS (1512), p. 316. He points out that it occurs [n the
Mrivam of Shams-i Qays, p. 114, 1, 10

Ol ds '“ ¥ 1aif™ an) "arm {of a sea),™ € gylf.”

‘:4_,.:..:. (1™ 2 ), “estimate  {of the valye of a crap).

adhe (Im9,1.) Mrle Strange renders the word by “condiment,”

“preserve,” Tlozy gives the mezning *“‘grappe de raisin
sugpendue au plancher.”

'»# preposition {|+8,-h
Sred (125 1), “pride ” (in = good sense), opp. to
WS (54,15 11 Y,1-), “sculptare.”
“B B writes o for as, Ul for 485, Wilia for alian et
ﬁ 59,015 04,8 = .Lj,.,f, '* Zoroastrianism."

st (P9, 10) = w5 In this passage B3, for which the text
has lmd, should be restored ; it 18 supported by the form

Uf)..f nated above.
)'-‘.f.:r"":‘i)g (1v+,9)

o
Uf..\--‘ld (1Y, ), malodoronsness,”™

U:‘H‘j'

las ()3, ¢ i 115w, ¥}, of a river, “sweet and wholesome. ®
ralJ ({1, 1), Meaning obscure.
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- 4 =
gf;ﬁ (&, tv), “captivity.”

ﬁ)fj; (™, 14} “sowing” " agriculture.”

n..:.g; {9, ¢) " courier.”
sy The pluperfect spy a9y cccurs at e, 2 e, 05 | [ A 14
i (1M1, v), “a kind of ship or boat.” CF Dozy, Suppidmend,
under e,
s (VIS 1) =asly.
wbigly DVIEM v B, +), *imgated {land or crops).” Apparently
derived from (g2, “the produce of trees or cultivated
land " and -...tﬁ “water”  Anather spelling is oaly Ui,
Susddes (1. v), Ytrade,” “handicraft.”

a3 (| |15 ve, 1a), used as & noun, “incyrsion,” “warlike ex-
pedition.”
Crangd (=19, 55 0,0 31“3 W A8, 045 | f e, Al I the Firsndma

AlWays amiegd dipls = pnwledn Ay, “to seek vengeance,”

An example is cited from Asadi by Vullers, 1, 478. Cf. Meas-

nad, Biliq ed, Bk 1, p. 1341 42330 S0LG 3 _psjad Joe.
Cigmes i (1o 1, 04) = al Do

t’gﬂ {1 re. "):- H ﬂfﬂﬂgth,” "Eﬂ'l.'lrﬂgﬂ,”

nhprgee ({00, 11), “to become dry.” The reading is conjectural
but almost certain, At p. §™9, +. I think aibysy, “they
dry,” should be read instead of aibgmey, “they bail.”

iy compounded with g (AM, ), intransitive, *to contimme.”
Cf. the English use of *hold on” and “ hoid out.”

:,f..wlgp (™1, &) “intelligence,” *acute perception.”
ihaus {Fv, ) and yli#hcems (e, 4}, “hand-tool,” “implement.”
-ﬁi;....; (A1, 17}, with JasD, “to make captive.”

?; The plural form .,;;I_g; occurs with ,a, meaning “both”
{14453 Olasys is also found in the Shdindma,

les (vv, 5-) “pair” ailas o 8 W, “one of those two
lions.”

ﬁ;ﬁiﬂ {I o1, 1}, “the art. of moulding.™
ali {1v;1), “age”
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A LIST OF ARCHAIC FORMS AND UNUSUAL WORDS
FOUND IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS. OF THE
FARSNAMA.

;j_-“.,.ﬁ (189, ) the diminutive form #;_j;.,.:f (1™p, 15}, Mr
l¢ Steange translates it by " syphontube.” 1n both passages
the word denotes some comtrivance for drawing off water
(from a river) in order to supply a castie. On P. [ oA, o

v 3 b {E,.ﬁ) !,.ﬁ seerns to mean “they draw off the supply
ol water.”

anlistil (=, v§), ““letter of emancipation.”

RN ] compounded with uy (4 A, 11), explained in the dictionaries
as meaning “te provoke {any one) to fight”; but here, prob.

ably, “to beset,” “to encompass.” Cf. i sleT and A J.ET,
“to swallow.”

abyeel (AN, ¥) = ok sem.
PPt (A, 10} = 3V,

oSl (PA, £} = a8, “a bird used in hunting.”
A (Fef, a1, 0] = K8

ool (W, £ A0,1; 98, 4 EI0.) = S, Ve

g..n.:f_,'l (b, 15 AY,; ETRLIN I Y N PREIE RV 1}=g_:..:f§1,
b (rv, ). Wl add, “rustic dialect,” « pafois”
LY (A1, A), “horee”

gl See byl

b = worh{vy,a; 1%, ¢; 912, 015 1. Y, ), In all these
instances 3 is followed by & noun and the meaning * back
to” is implied, but the word seems to be used a5 a prepa-
sition, not as an adverh, CF my edition of the Tadhkirasy
‘Awliyd of Fartdu'ddin ‘Attir, pt. i, Preface, pp. 7 and 13,

CIP8, €65 115, o5 1517, %), *lacking irrigation,” opposad
to ol,Q, o

b
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dnk and chundnk for the modern dnkik and chundgnkik. Further,
we meet with a small number of words, mostly technical terms
of revenue assessment, that are often wanting in the dictionaries,
bizt the general meaning of which it is not difficult to come to
from the context”

The present edition, therefore, is based upon the British
Museurn MS., Or. 5083 (referred to as B}, which I have collated
throughout with the Paris MS. (referred to as P}, uvsing the
photographs that were made for Mr le Strange. He himself had
already copied, collated, and prepared for press the last thirty
folios (62-90); and this copy he handed over to me, together
with a transcription of fli 1-61 made at his instance by
Dr Ahmad Khin, Thus ff. 62-90 have practically been edited
by Mr le Strange, while I am solely responsible for the remainder.
In ciher words he has taken charge of the geography, on which
he is so great an authority, and the local history, leaving to me
the general history and, of course, a {ree hand in all textual
questions. Here the chief difficultics arise from the corruption
of many names occurring in the legendary history of Persia.
Probably most of them were incorrectly written by the author:
we need not suppose that his copyists alone are to blame, in a
{ew cases these names might be restored by conjecture, but their
emendation lies beyond my scope, and as a rule [ have not
attempted it either in the text or in the footnotes, For the later
period, Noldeke’s researches in his Geschichte devr Persey und
Avaber zuy Zeif dey Sasaniden (referred to as Sasaniden) have
enabled me to correct a number of errors; and with the help of
Hamza and Tabari one may hope to have cleared the path more
or less adequately, though some dark places must always remain
in a text depending, as this virtually does, upon 2 single MBS,
wyitten six hundred years ago. 1 have retained the archaic
forms and spellings which characterize B and of which a list
will be found below. The printed text, however, departs from
the original in this respect, that g 1s distinguished from o,
5 from a, and o from 3, for T agreed with ¥rofessor Browne,

who advised me to follow the modern practice as heing more

convenient to the reader, while the defective script would also
have left uncertain the prenunciation of many geographiczal and

historical names,
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rently undated:, but by the writing and archaic spelling judged
to be not later than the early fourteenth century (eighth AHL).
The other clearly a copy made of this M3, which belongs to
the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, and came there from the
Schefer Collection f Blochet, {at, 58, persans, i, p. 300, No. 503,
and Supsldmens, 1052), and which was written in (273 (1855}
The Paris copy is indeed of little use except to show how a
Persian of the present day read the alder M5, and as occasionally
giving us a word that has disappeared, partially or wholly, in the
mending process to which the British Museum M5. was subjected
when it came a few years ago, after presentation in loose leaves, to
be bound for the Museum use. In some outstanding cases where
lacunae occur I have been able to fill these i by a reference to
the Geography of Habz Abrd, the Secretary of Timir—of which
the [ndia Office and the Museum {Or, 1577) bath possess good
copies—who has copied most of the Farsmima into the work he
composed m 820 (1417). Further, of course, the MSS. of the
Nushat very often serve to emend a reading, The Museum MS,
is written for the most part in doubie columns?, a complicated
system, which has fed to the modern {Paris) copy having the
articles very often transcribed out of order through the careless-
ness of the copyist, who thus has given many towns (under their
separate headings) to the wrong District (Kira). In the longer
articles, however, the scribe of the Museum M5, has written
across the page (fe in single column), and the order of this copy
will be best understond by a reference to the following foatnote®
The Persian text is in the British Museusn MS. somewhat
archaic, and in the spelling retains the older forms of &7 lor 4iA,

"1 aintly written, znd much disfigured by the medding, there is 2 colophon on
fol. go & which may possibly read: * and e tramscription thereol was completed jn
the Year 671 ™ {A.D. 12}

* This and the fllawing chseyvations refer to the geographical pave of the wark .
The remainder, with the sxeeption of 4 few Ioliog, is wrilten acros the page in the
usual way,

"T I R and L. be taken (0 indicate the right- and Jeft-hand ecalumyg respociively,
@ and & standing for recte and pera of the lolios, the Istakhe Distriet Beging with the
E. enlomn fol. g 2, following an with the R, colemns of fols 656, 66 and &, then
bacl to 1. column of fol, fig i, [ollowed by fols, 58 L., 662 L. and & L. Next, on
06 & Lelow, the MS, reads across for Istakhi City, fols. 6% g and 4 and the tap of 63
being all in one column. After Lhis, again, 68 ¢ below gows back (o the doubic calimn,

the next article hegioning 682 1., ollowed by 688 K., then lack to 682 L. and g8 A
i which gives the last 1own of the distvier.
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| A Much of this agrees with Tabari, but there is also a
considerable amount of new atter, eg. concerning Mazdak
(pp. A1-9 () and the administrative reforms  introduced by
Andsharwan, including his appointmeni of two ministers for the
purpose of checking the dangerous power which had hitherto
been concentrated in the hands of the Vizier (Buzarjmihir)
Iban '1-Balkhi places the last ten Sasdnian mounarchs in the
foliowing order: 1. Shirbya. 2. Ardashir ibn Shiraya. 3. Shahr-
pardz (Farrukhdn). 4. Kisrd Khurahdn tbn Arsizn. 5. Kisra
{ibn) Qubdd ibn [urmuz 6. Blrindukht bint Kisrd {Aparwiz).
7. Firiz jushnaspdah. 8. Azarmidukht bint Aparwiz. 9. Far-
rukhzad Khusraw ibn Aparwiz. 10, Yazdajird ibn Shahriydr.
Tabar{ omits the fourth and Afth names in this iist, which other-
wise follows the same order as his. For Kisrd ibn Qubdd ibn
Hurmuz (also mentioned by Hamza), see Sasamden, p. 390,
note 1. His predecessor, Kisrd Khurahdn? ibn Arsldn® is appa-
rently unknown, except from ibnu ‘l-Baikhi, It should be noted,
as further indicating the quality of our author's work, that besides
the fact of Birdndukht's martiage to Shabrbardz (on which
{ have commented above) he has preserved the names of seven
ancestors of Firuz Jushnaspdah, who traced his descent {rom
Shapir the son of Yazdajird al-Athim, while no other authority
has recorded the names of more than three®. In shert, if 1 may
venture to pronounce an opinion, the history of the Persian kings
which Ibnu ‘l-Balkhi lays before us in this part ol his book is
compiled from palmary sources, adds something to our know-
ledge, and has the merit of being written in an easy and excellent
style,

The manuscripts of the Fdrsmima are described by Mr
le Strange as follows:

«Two MSS. only of the work appear to exist in Europe.
Onc a very old copy in the British Museum {(Or. 5083}, appa-

| Khurahdn is another form of Favrakhin {Sasewides, p. 2ga, note 2], The 353,
of the Firradma hive JLﬁJ.l'-, th.q-.} il jh_,.t.. Liis full genczlopy is given on
ppe TE-%e 3 Apsddn is of course a Turkish nnme and inadmissible here.

3 The Firowma gives the following pedigree (p. te, L 11} : Findzg Jushnas{p)dal,
ey of Babrdam, son of Mandedk Khusraw, son of Adaronzsl, son of Dahidte, sen of
Ardashly, sun of Shépir, son of Yaudajind al-Athim ; and s that Lis mother was
Khamribulkht, davghter of ¥azddndidh, daughtee (zon) of Andsharivdr. Cf. Blednd,
Aikdr, vae, 16 Tabadd, 1, 1000, 8.
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Pishdddian, Kayduian, Ashkinian, and Sasidnian—of which
he treats in two sections, the first being devoted mainly to
chronology and genealogy, while the second deals at greater
length with the legendary or historical events of their refgns?t.
The former section owes a good deal to Hamza as well as to
Tabari, the latter depends directly or indirectly en Tabari to a
very large extent?, and takes little from Hamza. Comparison
shows that Ibnu 'l-Balkhi used other sources besides these, and
that he has now and then preserved information which is not
found in the books known to us. For example, in his list of the
Pishdddiyin he includes Shahririman, a grandson of Nawdhar
{p- 1) on what authority I have so far failed to ascertain: the
name does not appear to be recorded elsewhere. On p. Fo he
alone among Muhammadan historians mentions the marriage of
Bardndukht® to Shahrbardz and her putting him to death : this is
confirmed by Armenian authorities (Noldcke, Sasaniden, P. 399,
note 2). His account of Jamshid bears such a close resemblance
to that given by Firdawsi (Sédhndma, ed. Macan, pp. 1A=-71),
that beth may go back to a common source, for it is unlikely
that he copied Firdawsl; and in the Firsndmae we read that
Jamshid was captured and sawn asunder by Zahhak a2 ghe
nerrkbonrkood of the Sea of China, a detail which oceurs jn the
Shdhndmea (p. ¥Y, 1 +.) but not in Hamsza or Tabari. On
p. 217, after a passage describing how al] the king's subjects,
even the greatest nobles, were deeined tn be his slaves, our
author adds the text of the letter of emancipation (dedandma)
which Rustam received from Kay Kid's, conferring upon hkim
the kingdem of Sistin and Zdbulistdn and the insignia of rayalty
(cf. the abridged version in Tabari, 1, 604, 3-5). Comiag to the
Sasdnians, we find full and interesting articles on Shiapar Dhy
1-Aktdl {pp. 19—, Bahrdmgir (pp. VIE-A F), whose romantie
adventures in his expedition against the Khiqdn of the “Turks”
are related at some length, Qubdd ibn Firdéz (pp, AE-AA),

Anidsharwian (pp. aa-4A), and Khusraw Aparwiz {pp. 4%-

1 The second section comprises only three dynasties—the ["shdgdian, ihe Kay£nian,
and the Sdsinian, but seme accomnt is also given of Aexander and of Ashl: (bn Txirs.
? Comsequently the Férindma may he of wse for establishing the lext of Tabart:
mstances have Been given in Lhe critieal notes and in the List of Corrections and

Additians.
1 Incorrectly written Pdrdndukht (of. Sasanctur, p. 390, note =),
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remarked that in many cases the name of an ancient town, or
village, that has disappeared is preserved in the modeen district;
and sometimes vice versd.”

Here Mr le Strange ‘brings to an end his summary of the
Farsndma proper, ie. of the sections relating to Fars, which
beyond question form the most original and valuable part of the
work. Concerning the remainder he wrote in 19§2 that “it is
merely a Persian version of Hamza Isfahdni and contains,
apparently, nothing new,” but [ am sure he would have modified
this judgment if he had been able to carry out his intention
of editing the text. In the first place, we should note that
Ihnu ‘1-Balkhis account of the pre-Islamic kings of Persia
(pp. A-l\I #nfrd) is the oldest indcpendent Persian prose
history of those dynasties that has come down to us, being
about filteen years carlier than the Mufmdlu 't-tawdrikh, which
was compiled in AH. 520 {1126} in the reign of Sanjar’.
Secondly, although our author may be described as an epitomist,
he did not derive his materials from any single book; on the
contrary, it seems likely that he was familiar with many historical
works, both Arabic and Persian. Thirdly, if he has no claim to
be called a critical writer, he is not without some elements of
criticism - he distingnishes between conflicting traditions and
oceasionally expresses his own view as to which i3 the more
trnstworthy, These facts give his work 2 certain importance,
which only those can estimate precisely who passess a thorough
knowledge of the Arabic and Persian authorities for the history
of the period. Besides Hamza of Isfahdn, with whom he often
disagrees in chronological matters, Ibnu ‘l-Balkhi mentions
{p. A, L. +1) as one of his sources af information the Kétdd-i
wiudhayyal-i Tarikh-i Muhammad ibn fartr af-Twbart, ie.,
probably, the abridgement of the Annals made hy Tabari
himself, which has been published at Leiden® He adopts the
traditional arrangement of the kings under four dynastieg.—

\ Gee J. Mohl, Zixdraits die Mogimel al. Tewaribh relotifs 3 Fhistoive dé I Forse n
Journal Ariatigie (aBz1], troisieme sdrie, wal. xit, pp. r3éfoll., 238 folf., zzofoll.;
val. X11, pp- 407 foll.; end 64l (r84a), vel. x1¥, Pp- 113 foil.

1 See Do Gosje’s Entroduction to Tabavf, p. xiv. Sometimes, 25 i the notlce of
Eny Khugraw, Thna Y. Balkh{ translates Taber! almost word for ward. Il is poszible,
however, that instead of swdlayyali we should read mudhayyild, in whick case the
ahove-mentinnad title might refer 1o the Athayysi, complled by Taharf's pnpil Abd
Muhammad al-Farphiul {ef. De Goeje, i, . wx).
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very rampant,’ and to the grief of Q4d! ‘Abdallah the Buiyid
prince now appeared to he paying great aitention to the preaching
of & certain Shiite missioner named Abd Nast 1bn 'Imrdn, whom
the people also 'were beginning to lock upon as a prophet. The
pious zeal of the judge becoming inflamed by the disastrous
influence which the missioner was getting to exercise over Bik4-
If)ar, he with much astuteness demanded a private andience, and
sueceeded in persuading the Biyid prince that the missioner,
having sweceeded in cortupting the Adelity of tive troops, was
now inciting them to revolt apainst the Government, Bakalldr
thereupon, without pausing to inguire, crdered out a hundred
men of his Persian horse-guards and a hundred of his Turk
pages, putting them under the orders of a trustworthy person
supplied by the Q4&di ‘Abdallah. This officer managed matters
promptly and cleverly. The missioner was seized and ecarred
many days on horseback without rest o delay, being at length
set free on thoe further side of the Fuphrates, where a decree was
forthwith published that it were lawful to slay him if he repassed
that stream eastward, |

“With this anecdote our author concludes his notice of the
Chief Justices, and next comes the description of the province
of Fdrs (fols. 635-864), which will be found translated in the
pages which follow. Tor a genera! description of the province
and its towns, [ may refer the reader to the chapter on Tirs
in The Lands of the Eastern Laliphate, Rieferences to the carlior
Arab geographers are to the texts printed in the volumes of
the Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum (BGA) of De Goeje.
For the present condition of the province 1 have consulted the
{modern) Farsndma-i Ndsird (referred to as FNN), written by
Héjji Mirzd Hasan Tabib of Shiriz (felio lithograph, Tihydn,
A-H. 1313, A.D. 189%), of which the great map, in Persian, on the
scale of about ten miles to the inch, gives us the position of
every village and streams throughout the province. This work
has enabled me to identify many names written defectively in
the manuscript, and also to verify the fact in regard to the
names which, in the lapse of eight centuries since Ibnu ‘I-Bailkhi
wrote, have disappcared leaving no tracer And it may be

1 Pp. vya—141 infu,
*1 This map, which is diffierlt to pracure, [ have bad on loan from Mr A. G, Elis,
to whom 1 am alsa fvichied for having in the ficst instance brought the Firomdma-d
HNiisird 10 iy notice.
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and ‘Omdn, with the city of Tiz in Makran. Ibnn '1-Balkhi adds
that the Q4di AbG Muhammad, who had composed no less than
eighteen works on jorisprudence, ‘had every cate to order well,
with good intent, both the (orthodox)} Faith and the (Sunnf)
Tradition, thus firmly laying the foundations in the matter of
the Law.! ‘Adudu'ddawlz, the Bdyvid prince of that day, in
spite of his own strong inclination towards the Shi‘a doctrines,
had honcured the Qddl with his trnst and esteem, for, putting
him to the proof, he had ever found him to be incorruptible.
This Abt Muhammad left five sons: Abd Nasr, the youngest,
succeeded him in the judgeship, of whom later; next Abid Dharr
and Abd Zuhayr, who settled down as Dihgdns, or provincial
nobles, in Kirmén; Abo Téhir, who acted as his father's deputy
in the Kirman judgeship, and was called to the Sublime Court
{Dargdh-i A%, Baghddd presumably) for consultations on the
affairs of that province; and lastly Abu 'l-Hasan, who, after
having been associated with his younger brother (Abd Nast) in
the Firs judgeship, was sent for by Sultan Mahmid, some time
between 388 and 421 (998 and 1030), who appointed him Cadi
at Ghazna, and his descendants still held the office of judge
there at the fime when Ibnu ‘I-Balkbi wrote, Abt Nasr, the
youngest of the Qddi Abh Muabammad's five sons, as already
said, succeeded him as Judge of Firs, He was a man of great
learning and influence throughout the province, his power coming
to be increased upon his marriage with the only daughter of the
Mirdds{ chief, a family of local nobility. His son was named
‘Abdallah, and when in due course be succeeded to the office of
Chief Justice he became also, in his mother's right, the hereditary
chief noble of the Firs district. This power, judicial and tribal,
Ibnu ‘1-Balkhi adds, had afterwards passed to both his son
and grandson, whose names our zuthor does not specify, and
the grandson was Judge of Shirdz when our author wrote, The
Judge *‘Abdallah had fiourished in the reign of Bdkal{jar, the
penultimate Bayid prince, whose heterodox Shetite proclivities
the orthadox “Abdallal: had always valiantly striven to combat;
and forther, to his exceeding honour, a brother of the Qdadi
'Abdallab had through scruples of conscience zlways refused
to be made judge in Isfahan. But, as cur author writes, 'in
the days of Bdkilijir, the sect of the Seven Imams had become
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been the flower of the Persian armies ; hence, at the time of the
Moslein conquest, of the Kurd warriors all, save one tnan only,
had fallen in the numercns battles against the Arab invaders.
The one survivor, *Alak? by name, had subsequently become a
Moslem, and some of his descendants were yet living when our
awnthor wrote, He adds that the Kuwrds settled in FArs in his
day were of a tribe that had been brought down there by ‘Adudu
‘ddawla the Bdyid from the neighbourhood of Isfahdn,

“ Ibnu’l-Balkhi closes this section of his book (fols. 88 é-8g #)
with a short discussion as to how the Persians, who are 2 re.
fractory folk, may best be governed, whether by farce or by
clemency. In regard to the Shabdnkdra more eapecially, he
remarks that you will certainly be respected by any one of
these turbulent tribesmen if by lorce you take his turban and
then restore it, and this much more than if in the first instance
you had generously given him a new turban of yOur own as a
present, for doing which indeed he would on ly despise you,

“Immediately following after the very meagre notice of the
Moslem conquest of Persia 1bnu “I-Balichi has inserted a short
account of the family of the Chief Justice of Firs {lols, 62 e
63 £)*; a summary of these paragraphs will be of use, before
passing to the translation of the Gengraphical Section of his
work, where an allusion to the tamily of the Shirdz judpe occurs.
As is patent throughout his work, our author was an orthodox,
Sunni; and he held in horror the Sh¥ite tendencies of the Biyids,
whose heterodox beliefs (he further avers} had always when
possible been combated by the (Qddis of Shirdz. These judges
were of a family come down in direct descent from Abd Burda
of the Arab tribe of Fazdra? and during the veign of the Caliph
Radi, that is to say between 322 and 329 (034—40), the grandson
of the grandson of this Ab¢; Burda, by name Abt Muhammad
‘Abdallah, was promoted from being Judge in Baghddd to be
0ddi 1-Quddt, or Chief Justice of Firs, his jurisdiction being
afterwards extended to include the outlying provinces of Kirmdn

' The Rritisl Musewn MS. bas, T think, I SMe ol AU, Mr le Strange vead
-:"jﬂf"*’-'l"'h- ‘1"1::"13-..'|'|."|"-—I‘|'l.I".!:.r_l.r'i';-.:+
"1 He is nsnally known as Albd Burda son of Alat Miisd al-Asharl; and he wag

(2adi of Kila and died in 13 {y2£). Ilis father was u well-known Companion of the
Frophet and had been Governor of Baszra. :

b2
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possession of the Castle of Sahara, near Firfizabad, together with
some neighbouring fiefs. The Atabeg Khusmartagin, coming to
Firs, allowed him to hold all these undey the Seljhg overlord-
ship, and then Amirawayh got into his possession the city of
Firtzabdd, Next the Mas'idi, now become a powerful tribe,
seized most of the district of Shdpar Khira, round Kdzinin, in
addition to the lands of Firiz8bid. The rise to power of Abf
Sa'd, the chief of the Karzawl clan, however, proved the rLEin
of Amirawayh and his people: fighting took place, and the
town of Kdzirin, held by Amirawayh, having been takken by
storm, Abti Sa'd forthwith put that chief to death. Amirawayh
left 2 son, Vishtasf by name, and after Abf Sa‘d had himself
come to his end, and when the Atabeg Chawull had Firs firmly
ander rule, he confirmed Vishtdsf, whto was refated ko Llastiya
of the Ismaili clan on the mother's side, in possession of Flru-
2dbad, where he governed till his death. When our author wrote,
the Mas'idi were ruled by a certain Siyah Mil, descended from
this Vishtdsf In the geographical part of the work he is stated
to have held the Castle of Buoshkandt, and there were alse of this
family the two sons of a certain Abu 'I-Habah {7}, who still held
rank in our author's time. The last clan of the Shabankara to
be mentioned is that of the Shakani, who lived in the mountain-
lands of the coast or hot region. They were for the most part
robbers and highwaymen, [bnu 1-Baikhi states, but had been
bronght to order in recent times by the Atabeg Chéwull

« Our 2uthor next speaks of the Kurd tribes, who in Fars were
divided ameng the Five Ramms (clans) named the Jiliya {or
Jilawayh), the Ramimnu 'dh-Dhiwan, the Lawalijdn, the Kariyan,
and the Bazinjan (Bizijan), and these five clans had occupied,
he says, originally one hundred thonsand Jawmas (Hawmas),
viliages or households, In the days of the Sdsdnians, according
to Tbnu ‘i-Balkhi, the Kurdish troops of the Great King had

»1 Ip the Britizh Musenw MS. the word is clearly written, and with the woawel
marked, Nom or Kawem. Posstbly, bu by no means certainly, in error the MS5. give
it at times with initial s, writien Josar. See De Gocje in Glossary o BGA, IV, p 350
Jawme, otherwise Hawms {the word is now pronounced Huma) means *f2 village,"”
4Ten “*he chief town of a dmstrict ™ bet it mwct here stand for ©* 2 household.” The
ahave list of the Ramms Foou *1-Balkhi has copied verhatim from Igtakhsl {pp. o8 and
g9g)- For Rammu 'dh-Dhlwan cur MS. may read az-Zabwin; Yigit has az-Zlzin,
and Mugaddasl az-Zirdz. For other variants see the notes to Tstakhrl, pp. 95; 9-
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where, in the times of Bdkdl{jér, they were ruled by two brothers,
Muhammad and Namrad, the sons of Yahyid., The descendants
of these two brothers, of course, quarrelled as (o who should be
chief of the tribe. Muhammad had left two sons, Baydn and
Salk, the latter again leaving a son called Flastya, while Namrad
had a son called Mam4, who became the father of Ibrdhim ibn
Mami. The first chief of the clan had been Muhammad, the
elder brother of Namrad; and he, our author states, 1 sign of
his rank ‘was wont to strike (the Kettledrum) fve times, the
same becoming a custom among these people almost down to
the present time, but which has now been forbidden by the
Atabeg Chawuli’ (successor in Fars of the Atzbeg Khumdrtagin).
On the death of this Mubammad the elder son Baydn succeeded,
but was put to death by his uncle Namrad, who seized on the
chiefship of the tribe, establishing himsell in Dérdbjird. Salk,
Baydn’s younger brother, thereupon called in the aid of Fadliya,
at this time ruling supreme throughout Firs, as described above,
Fadliya re-established Salk in the chiefship, routed (and pre-
sumably killed) Namrad, and at the date when our atthor wrote,
Hasilya, son of Salk, was chief in his father's roQm, governing
the towns of fj, Fustajdn, Istahbdndt, and Dardkdn, with other
places of the Ddrdbjird district. But, as Ibnu ‘I-Balkh! adds,
between the cousins there could be no peace, Sabk ibn Muham-
mad, and his son Hastya after him, living in perpetual war with
Mamd ibn Namrad and his son Ibrdhim ibn Mamé, and this
state of things still obtained at the time when our author wrote,

“The three remaining Shabdnkdra tribes were of less ime
portance. The chief of the Karzuwi clan was a certain Aby
Sa'd, who is mentioned more than once in the geographical part
of the work. Abd Sa'd was the son of a cortain Muhammad ibn
Mamd ; he took service nnder Fadliya, and in the disorders of
the last Biyid days obtained possession of Kazirin with its
districts. All this country Le held till the arrival of the Atabeg
Chdwull in Fdrs, who before long dispossessed him of Kdzirin,
Abft Sa‘d, when our author wrote, was apparently already dead,
having left a son named, after his early patron, Fadliya (ibn
Abl Sa‘d), now become chief of the remnant of the Karzuwi clan,

“Of the' Mas"idf tribe, the chiel had been a certain Amirawayh,
who, making himself powerful in the time of Fagliya, was put in

&



xvi INTRODUCTION

his mother have been nacrated above, the ountcome of which
events being that Fadliya found himself before long the virtual
master of IFars, The 5eljigs, however, had now become the raling
power in the Caliphate, and Qdwurd, brother of the reigning
Sultan Alp Arsldn, was sent into Fars to bring that province
to due order. Fadliya, finding that matters were going against
him, submitied, presented himself at the Court of Alp Arsldn,
and was thereupon re-established as deputy-governor of the
province, He, however, had not wet learnt wisdom, for once
more seeking to be independent, he revolted. The celebrated
Nizdmu ’‘1-Mulk, the Waz{r of Alp Arsldn, thereupon besieged
him, taking him prisoner in the Castle of Diz Khurshah, where
he had sought refoge. From here he was sent to the Castle of
Istakhr, but managing in time to corrupt his guards, got this
stronghold into his cwn hands, Sultan Alp Arsldn on this lost
patience, Fadliiya was hunted down and caught, and to avoid
further trouble, after being put to death, his skin was stuffed
with straw as a manifest warning to his neighboursl, Fars, after
the death of Fadliya, was put under the rule of the Atabeg
Rulmuo’ddawla Khumadartagin, the patron of our author's grand-
father, as already narrated, but Ibnu ‘1-Balkhi adds that in his
day some of the Ramdn( still were to be found living under a
chief called Ibrdhim ibnt Razman, also under a certain Mahamat,
son of Abd Nasr ibn Malik {Haldk}, whose name was Shaybdn.

“ According to [bnu ’l-Balkhi, the noble tribe of the Ismé‘il
Shabdnkdra were descended from Minvichihr, grandson of the
calebrated Farldan, an ancient and mythical king of Persia, and
the chiefs of the Ismd‘ili had aleretime been ispahbacs, or sub-
kings, under the Sdsdnians, After the Arab conquest their tribe
was settled in the Dasht Urd meadowlands, and in this neigh-
bhourhaod remained, till the coming into those parts of Sultan
Mas<d, son of Mahmud of Ghazna, some time between 421 and
432 (1030 and 1040). His general Tdsh Farrdsh, finding the
Istnd‘li tribe in posscssion of Isfahdn, expelled them, causing
them to migrate south te the lands rouwnd Kamah and Farug,
The Blyids having reason ko object fo their presence here, they
next wandered westward and ultimately settled reund Dardbjird,

*1 Spe alen 1bnu 'I-Atht, ¥, 38, These cvents apparontly took plact in the pear
464 {1071).
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of Fadliya, the Shabankira chief who managed to get the Lady
Khurasiya into his power and then, shutting her up in a water-
less hot-bath, suffocated ber. Next Abd Mansir was taken
prisonet, and brought to the Castle of Pahan Diz (near Shirdz),
where before long he too met his death, and Fédrs passed to the
government of Faqdliya,and under the overlordship of the Seljugs?,
The Guzida, however, adds that after the death of this Abd
Mansic in 448 (1056) his brother, Al-Malik Abt ‘A, was given,
during neatly forty years, nominal rank by the Seljdg Sultans,
being allowed the privileges of the Kettledrum and Banner
{ fabl wa-"Alaw) until the date of his death in 487 {(10q4} in the
reign of Sultan Barkiydrng.

“Ibnu 'l-Balkhi gives at some length (fols. 87a to 88 #) the
history of Fadliya and his Shabinkara tribesmen, with details
of their descent and doings that apparently are not to be found
in the accounts of other historians. The men of the Shabinkdra
tribe (he writes) had originally been herdsmen in Firs, until,
with the progressive disorganization of the Bayid rule in the
latter days, the Kurds had become a power in the land, At
this time, according to our author, the Shabdnkira were divided
among five tribes, namely, the Ismd‘lf, the Rédmdn{, the Karzawi,
the Mas‘Gdl, and the Shakdnf. Of these, the Ismaili were the
noblest in descent, but the most important tribe was that of
the Ramdni (or Rdbdni, as the MS. may be read), of which
Fadliya® was chief. le inherited this dignity from his father
‘Al (ibnu 'I-Hasan ibn Ayyib), and had in early youth, when
only a neatherd, taken service under the Sdhib ‘Adil, the Wazir
of the last Buyid prince, becoming a great warrior, and rising to
command the army in Fars. The fate of this Wazir and the
subsequent imprisonment and death of this Bilyid prince and

*1 0f Bikdlljdr's five sons Thou 7L Balkh! {[o), go £} only gives the names of two,
Abd Nagr, the eldest, and Malik A Mangir, the last of the Bayids. ‘The Z¢, how-
ever, gives their names as follows. The cldest, Abd Nasr of 1knu *}-Batkhi, is pre-
sumabIy the one the i calls Amiru "L-TUmacid Ahil Shupt', and the Jz2st Biiyid prince
15 mamed in the Zi§ al-Malik al-*Azlz al Malik ar-Rabim Adbd Mansir Khusrgh
(Kbougrawj Finiz, The three remaining sons were al-Amibr Aty "|-Fawdris Khorchgh,

then al-Amir Abd Ddma Rustam, and lagtly al- Amir Abu "l-Iesan ALl Hifz Abni
names the last Bapid Malik ar-Kahifm Abd Nagr, instead of Abd Mangir as given by
Itmty "{-Balkhi.

** 1ldhy Abrt sometimes writes the name Faditm, and this is the speliing given in
Ibmy *l-Athir,
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whitten as Abd Kalizar. On the ather hand, Hafiz Abrd glways
writes B4 or Abi Kilinjir, and this is the modern spelling (e
in the Fdrsadma-i Ndsird). The original meaning of the name is
apparently unknown, but from its form it wounld seem to have
been a nickname. The Fdrsndpra, anfortunately, does not state
who was the father of Biakdlijar. The I’ersian historians and
ibnu ‘I-Athir, however, agrae in the statement thaf he was the
son of Sultdénu'ddawia, son of Bahd'u'ddawla, and hence the
great-grandson of ‘Adudu’ddawla. The Guséda (p. 432), follawed
by the Hadibu 's-Sivar (ii, pt. 4, P 55), gives Bakéljar the titles
of '1zzu 'I-Mullk and *Imad li-Dini’llah, the latter authority also
adding the third title of Husimu'ddawla'. Ibnu 'l-Balkhi, how-
ever, makes no mention of these honorary names, and gives no
dates, Our other authorities say this prince reigned from 415§ to
440 (1024 to 1048), and at his death he left five sons. The eldest,
to whom cur author gives the name of Abl Nagr, died soon after
his father, being succeeded by his brother, called Abd Mansir,
whose government was thrown into disorder by the meddling of
his mather Khurdsiya, a political busybody, whe in the 247 is
referred to under the title of As-Sayyida—*‘the Lady’ Abd
Mansar at first had governed according to the advice of his
Wazir, called the Sihib ‘Adil {he had served Bdkalijar, according
tr the Hadb, in the same capacity), a man of mark who, [bnu l-
Balkhi{ writes, had given a fine library to the town of Firizdbidd;
but instigated by his mother, Abl Mangir put this Wazfr and
his son to death, after which confusion became worse confounded
throughout Firs. Matters bnally reached a crisis by the revolt

one giving a Lable of the Biyid dynasty will easily be recognized, fov it Lears the
heading fadwvafu Azeliki &6 Buwaylh st ad-Daplaneati b8 Vdg. Abd Kdlinjir is
the spelling in the Fresfe (GILb Fac-simile, p. 406) and in the Haddbe 'r-Siyer [ Bombay
listhograph, ii, pt. 4, P 55) both those histories being written in Persian. Among
previous Biyid princes Sampamn'ddawly {son of 'Adud] hagd also borme the name of
Abd Kélizdr, aud this speliing with the long 7 in the sccond syllable is probaubly the
gng we shoold adopl. See alse the note by Mr Amedroz in JRAS, 1500, 1 632,

*! Oa the other hand, the 24, which it will be rememwbered was written only a
century after the death of Bakdlizr (Abid Kalizde), gives a different aceount from that
fourd in these later anthorities. REis here stated that Alwi Kalizdr a3-Marenlyn, snr-
vamed Lz *1-Muldk, was the son of Soltdnn’ddawla, and that he [eft oo desceandanis.
It was his vacle, [aldlu'ddawls Abd Tihir Shicgfl [brother of Suitdnu’ddawle and son
of Bahd'wddawia), who was the father of whe five last Dayid princes, [Instesd of
Shirzfl Mr le Strange wriles Shit Zayd, bat see Jusli, franinker Nameorback, p. 108.]
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brother, 498-511 {11043 7), the patron of Ihnu ‘I-Balkh{, and
the prince to whom he dedicates his book. After the overthrow
of the Briyids these Seljig Sultuns who ruled in their stead were
wont to send their Atabegs, originally the Governors of their
sons, to govern the outlying proviuces, and the first of these, in
Fdrs, was the Atabeg Ruknu'ddawla Khumartagin, ander whom
the grandfather of Tbau ‘I-Balkh! as already stated, had served,
The next Atabeg was Fakhru'ddin Chiwuli {or Jawulf in the
Arab chronicles), who was stil} living when our author wrote?,
This Chdwull was famous for hijs many great buildings, and
further, he had after much highting suceeeded in restoring order
throughout Firs by curbing the power of the Shabankira and
subduaing the various affiliated Kurdish tribes.

*This much of the gencral history of the fifth century (eleventh
A.D.) being premised, we come to what Ihny I-Balkh( himself
relates, which is the more valuable as being the alrost contem-
porary history of the author's own time, The last of the Biiyids
to exercise any real sovereignty in Firs was {he saps) Bakdlfjar
or Bakdlinjdr (for the name is given under both forms in the
British Museum MS. of the fidvsndma)?, otherwise Abf Kélijar
or Abd Kélinjdr. In regard to the proper spelling of his name,
it is to be remarked that in the Arab chronicle of [bnw 'I-Athir
it is given as Abi K4ljjar, while in the MS. of the Z¢u "sSawjars
in the British Museum? (likewise in Arabic} the name is clearly

*! The exact dates of appointment of thess tan Atabegs, who are speciiically
noticed by Hifiy Abri, are noi given by onr authorities. Ibny - Athir, hawever,
siates that Chiwnl{ died in z10 [r118}, and he raporis bim in Firs qs early as the year
403 (1999). This must have Leen the year of, or the year following, his appointment,
for Tbun 'L Balkhi mentions Khumdrtaphn as in Fars in 492 (ragd), and this probably
wat the year of his death. Ibme "-Athic names Khumdrtagin more than onge in his
chronicle from the years ys0 (ro58) to 4i (1092}, Dat never with the title of Fukng.
‘ddawla. He iz cailed Najmu'ddawln, sumamed al-Tughrd™, and ash-Shathi (the
Cupbeirer) ; then he it referred (o gnder the name of Khumdrtagin an-N4'ib {the
Liemienant), who was Polica Magistrale {shikse) of Baghdsd in 382 {1089). Furlher,
at alout the smne time there is menfioned Ehumdriagin at-Twtashi, bat possibly this
is a ditferent person,

“ I ¢an find only two clear instances of the spelling Likilinjr (p. 119, L » and
l. ve}. These heve inadvertently heen omitted jn the notes @f Jee.

*4 Or. 6669, consisting of astronnmical and chromelagical tables, wiiiten by A
Mangdr al-Chdzinl for Sultan Sawnjar (son of Malikzhih), who died 55t frize). The
British Museom S, APPEArs 1o De a copy of ihe Autogrph, and was wyittey in GIg
1223} The folins are loose, ind have not yet been g2t in grder or numbered, bit the
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fol. 834 The author afterwards returns, fol, 87 a, to the history
of Firs, giving an account of the Shabénkara tribes and the
Kurds, and this narration of details of aimost conlemporary
history is of importance, as it mentions facts and personages not
noted, apparently, elsewhere®, A summary follows of the re-
venues of Firs down to the titne of the writer, and some of this
too is new matter, for the author, as already said, was of a family
of accountants, and wrote from first-hand knowledge’. And,
finally, fol. go&, the MS. closes with a short note describing the
days of the last Bayid rulers of Fars, and the advent of the
Seljtg Suitans,

“In the following pages a complete translation will be given
of the Geographical Part, but before coming to this it will be
useful to summarize what our author has narrated about per-
sonages and events immediately preceding his own time, and
more especially the account he gives of the Kurdish tribes and
of the Shabdnkdra, who, at a later date, gave their name fo the
eastern part of the Firs provinee round Ddrdbjird. The reader
will recall to mind how about the middle of the fourth {tenth)
century, namely, a century and a half before the time of our
author, the Biyids, under ‘Adudu’ddawla, from 338-72 (04082}
had been at the height of greatness: by the middle of the fol-
lowing century, however, this dynasty had collapsed before the
rising power of the Seljligs. Tughril Beg, the founder of the
new dynasty, on his death in 455 (1063), had left as beir his
nephew Aip Arsldn, whose brother, Qéawurd, had already, during
the lifetime of Tughril Beg, been put in possession of the govern-
ment of some of the Eastern provinces, he thus ruling the mosk
part of Persia under his uncle and brother from 433 (1041) down
to the date of his death In 465 (1072). Alp Arsldn was succeeded
as Great Seljtig by his son, Malikshah, 465-85 (1072-92}, whose
Wazir was the famous Nizdmu'l-Mulk, Four of the sons of
Malikshdh in succession came to the throne, of whom, however,
two only concern us here, and these have both been mentioned
hefore, namely, the cldest, Barkivdrug, 48798 (10g94-1104), In
whose reigm the grandfather of our author served as Revenue
Accountant in Férs; and Sultan GhiyAthu'ddin Muhammad, his

L P,or1e, Loy —pe $1 -, L2, The Innevacies extend to p. 1vs, I 3.

T g, Ly—po A, Lok PPy, Lt—paavy, Lo
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the Atabeg Ruknu'ddawia Khumdrtagin, who had been sent to
govern that province in the name of the Seljiug Sultan Barkiydrug,
487-98 (1004-1304), the son of Malikshdh, Ibng 1-Balkhi, wha
accompanied his grandfather, was educated in Fiérs, and becoming
weil- acquainted with the physical and political condition of the
country, was in due course of time commissioned by the brother
and successor of Barkiyarug, namel y Sultan Ghiyithwddin Mu-
hammad, 408~511 {| 104—1 7h to compost the present work. No
exact date for its completion js gven, but sinee the book was
dedicated to this Sultan, who died ju 511, and further that the
Atabeg Chawuli is frequently mentioned in the text as still
living, who we lnow died in 10 {1116), it follows that this
farsndma must have been completed during the first decade of
the: sixth century a.H, equivalent to the twelfth 4.D,

“The Museum MS. at present consists of ninety folios, Fol. 14
begins with a short preface, followed by the dedication, fol. 2 ¢,
to ‘the Sultan—King of kings—may his glory increase, Ghi-
yathw'd-Dunyd wa'd-Din Abd Shuja Muhammad son of Malik-
shdh,’ who farther is given the title of Qasfm-i-Amir-al-M ¢minin,
‘the Associate (in the government) of the Caliph." The auther
then relates how his avgust master commissioned him to write
the present work, ‘seeing that I had been brought up in Firs,
although by lineage descended from a native of Balkh...and
knowing that | was well acquainted with the present condition
of the people of Firs...being well versed also in the events of
their history, and exactly acquainted with the story of their kings
and rulers, even from the days of Gaytimarth down to this present
time Then on fol. 32, after a summary description of the pro-
vince, and citing a few of the chief Traditions abeut Firs ascribed
to the Prophet Mubhammad, we start with the long line of the
early Persian kings, whose history, much in epitome, closes with
the last of the S4sdnians and the rise of Isiam, on fol. 6oa. Next
very briefly the story of the Arab conquest of Fars is narrated,
ending with the reign of the Caliph ‘Al Here foilows an inte-
resting account, fol. 62 6, of the (Qadis—chief justices—of Fara®
to which we shall return Iater, and then, fol. 634, the Geographical
Part (translated below) begins, concluding with the Itincraries,

3 I.'_ l? I., ﬂ"'—'P-. ‘tr‘ I- . 2 Pn‘lr* ]- ""-P" l"l'll '- lhllF
L Fa.l-'lTJ ]!*_P"‘lial'li'l-
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the geographical chapters of this work, and this wil} be followed
by a full translation, with notes to elucidate geographical ques-
tions. Hamdu’llah, who is our earliest systematic geographer
writing in Persian, collected his materials from the works of the
earlier Arab geographers, and from various Persian monographs®
which had been written each to describe a single province of the
Moslem Empire ; and it is found that the texts of some of these
monographs, thereto adding somewhat of his own knowledge,
after much curtailment and a rearrangement of the order in the
articles, he has transcribed almost verbatim, to form the various
chapters of the Nuzka? A good instance of this method of
writing a new book is the chapter describing the provinces of
Firs and Shabdnkdra, which in truth is little but a shoriened
transcript of the Fdrendma, a work written two centuries before
the time of Hamdu'llsh, and of which the British Museum pos-
sesses an excellent MS.

“The name of the author of this Férswdma is 2s yet unknown,
but he states in his preface that his ancestor was a native of
Balkh, and [bnu ’I-Balkhi will serve as a convenient title by
which to refer to him until his identity be better established®
From the MS. all that appears is that the grandfather of 1bnu i
Balkhi {twice mentioned, fols, 24 and 63 2)' was Mustawfi, or
Accountant for the Taxes, of Fars about the year (4)g2 under

1 The Perstan text, forming vol. XX, i of the Gibb Memorial Berres, wis pab-
lished in 1915, the English translation [wol. XXitl, 2} in 1910.

2 Pamdu'llah mentions the Férspdwea amongst his aulharities [Rien, Forwan
Catalogwe, p- 418, col, 2}.

* It t5, of cowrse, 8 slip of memory that has cansed Professor Browne to suggest
(in his Perstan Lizerafure wnder Tariar Demintion, p. 09} that Thnu '1.Balkh{ may b
jdentical witk Abd Zayd Ahmad ibn Sahl al-Balkhl (Brockelmann, 1. 22g), whaose
Sarzovirn *}-Agditns is one of the sources used by Flamdu'llab Mustawli jo the Musker.
The name Ibnuw T-Balkhi ia given to our auther by Hamdu'lluh znd zlso by Elaji
Khalifn {ed- Fluegel, 1, 344, No. 8681} where we find the following brief notice:

Snet S e G Ly Lgies \S eI O asluls
u!_’....b...ll. All thet we know of bim, and it is not much, is derived from the

Fdrgndme, To the particnlare mentioned by Mr lo Strarge | may add thet the
author's orlginal plan inclnded a general history of Islam from the tisne of the Prophet
to his own day (scc p. 417, L v4 foll.); but a2 this would have made the hook too
long;, he promises 10 compile 2 scparate work on the subject, such as will be approved
by his royel patron. Thers is no evidence that he compicted it.

i See infra, p. ¥, 1.1 foll. end p. v1a, L 34 foll,
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THE Fdrendma of Ibnu 'I-Balkhi was first made known to
uropean Orientalists by Mr G. le Strange, who in 1912 published
a translation of the geographical portion of the work in the
Jonrnal ol the Royal Asiatic Society’, In the same year his
sight failed and he was thereby prevented from com pleting the
edition which he had aiready projected and which, but far this
calamity, would have appeared under his name alone. To him,
however, it owes not only its inception but 2 great part of its
preparation (as will be explained below) and certainly the larger
share of its merit; for I have no special knowledge of Muham-
madan geography, while Mr le Strange is an expert of high
eminence in that field. The introduction to his translation gives
such an admirable account of Ibnu ’1-Balkh{'s book, so far as the
geography and history of Firs are concerned, that I cannot do
better than transeribe it here?, only adding a few footnotes?® and
supplementing it by some remarks on the history of the anclent
Persian kings, which—though occupying nearly two-thirds of the
whole—did not fall within the limits surveyed by Mr le Strange
in 1912, in which year the following paragraphs were first pub-
lished,

“In the fowrnal (of the Royal Asiatic Society) for the year
100z a summary was given of the description of Persia and
Mesopotamia found in the Nuzhats L Qulib, a geographical and
cosmographical work written by Hamdu'llab Mustawfi in 740
(1340). In the course of next year I hope to publish (in the
series of the E. [, W. Gibb Memorial Fund} the Persian text of

Y Descriptton of the FProvince af fars, in Perzig, af Ve begintiifty of the twelfth
CERLTY A.D.y fransiated from the M8, of Idw-al Bailhi in the British Miseunt [ FRAS,,
I PP T30, 311-330, B63-88p). Published also separately in Asiatic Society
Monographs, vol. x1v,

7 For the sake of unifsrmily, the spelling of Oriental names has boel, dltered, whan
Recessary, 50 0% L0 cormspond with the system of transliteration which T have ailopted
slzewhere.

> The original notes of Mr le Strange nre distinguished by means of osierigks,

! Pullished 230 separely in the Asiatic Sociely Mouogeaphs, vol. v, The map
drawn to accompany this paper will serve to illustrate Ibnu *|-Balkhd,
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