e

. By Hon. CarL Sciorz.
Ladies and - gentlemen'l 21 am “especially -
sroud of being permitted-to assist in the dedica- -
of this monument of- benevolence -for:two
ns. One of them I find in' the object to
yhich the splendid buildirg which now shelters
to be devoted; the other in the fact that
name it bears does -homage to one of the
hlest men:of this century, if not of.all time, .
Fhe. renown.of Sir Moses Montefiore was .
‘that of -most men of celebrity.. It
noi that of a poét, or an artist, or a man of
-or.-a‘philosopher, or a statesman,.or a
! He was & plain broker and banker—'
@ business man. He acquired wealth hoa-
estly in the .money market. He Was a
simple citizen, by no means born to . high
sodial standing’ and distinciion. Aand he was-
a Jew—a Jew at a time when to be. a Jew.
meant, in many:countries, to bear a load of pre-
judice and of political and social di:qualification .
uch as we néw little know of. .Nor did he,
“being a Jew, try to appear before the.world as
something else. : He held to the laws and cus-
toms of his fdith with the severest fidelity. He
‘was -strictly- Githodox in his belief and - in his
geligious practices, He wished the world to
:know him asi Jew. But his was that religion
which not: on’ly believes and professes, but which
‘ 49::. His'character and conduct as a man would -
have adornéd any faith and illustrated the best
xugbings of any religion, He was honored by .
ters, kmgs, emperors, pashas and sultans,
g thelr esteem, not .by -the power of _
bt by .the “charnr of: his-goodness, -
erever the ;people of his race were in need
d::distress; He ‘was ready to -help, not-merely
pounng out ‘money from his abundance, but :
g:mg out himself to seée, and examine, - and
1 ‘uusel and console, and aid,—not once, but ;
time and- 4gain, from England to Morocco, to -
‘Constantinople, to Syria, to Jerusalem, defying
fatigue, and the pirate, and the plague. Neor
;was his benevolence circumscribed by his reli- .
gion. Whether Christian, Pagan or Jew, all who ,
iwere in need found his purse ever open, his’
comforting sympa:hy, the fertile wisdom of - his .
mind, his great goyd sense, his powerful influ-
nce ever active and helpful in their be-
ﬂf The very eremies of his faith shared his -
magnanimous bounty When, the Christians of

" banon, ‘it was he who.with unhesitating and
nxious: generostty came to thelr rescue. He

“the glory of countless benef.xc-
like a halo 'On his head and 'the

Well might he be called the prince.of
:Christian .example to Cmsnans, and
hif ug ornament to human npature. ¢
‘At the time when . Sir .Moses “Montefiore’s
onehiundredth birthday was approaching,- in all,
partsiofithe earth-thoughtful men of the Jewish
ﬁtﬁs_mw'g'etherto counsel among themselves:
ow they might most worthily celebrate that
e-event. So they did” here,
Be-said that it was the true spirit of Sir:
tefiore hunse]f,, _that ingpiréd. aqa’

lbtg mhn% %ﬁiﬁ.;

. s <of. «them seri-
ously l.hought 1of. hnno:lnz 13he Nenernble
patriarch by .erecting -a.-sfatie. jn. bronze or
:marble to him,- thus-.to exalt merely the per-
son and, perhaps, with him the race.. They were
.of one mind in -thinking that-the. friend of man
cauld .be worthily honored only by doing some
signal good to suffering humanity in his spirit.
And thus they set on foot an enterprise of
charity..and - benevolence, which could:not have
been more be-utifully fitting the name xt bears—
-The Montefiore Home.

The poor human creature that in lllness and
distress, without means and without friends,
‘hélpless and forlorn, is cast upon the world,
under all circumstances appeals to-the pity of
every feeling heart, But great as that misery
may be, it is not the greatezat, as long as it is lit
up by the ray of hope. The prospect.of a better
day that may be, helps one wonderfully ta bear
the ills.of the bad day that is.. The sufferer
stretched out on' the most miserable cot and
racked with the keenest pain is not. haif way
down to the bottom of wretchedness, if he can
look forward to the hour, however dim and dis-
tant, which will send him forth again with re-
newed strength and health, to resume the race
.of life, however arduous, and the enjoyments of
existence, however small,

But when the lamp of hope flickers-toward
extinction, when thé sufferer begins to see before
him nothing but more and more- suffering and
wretchedness with no end -but death;-and when,
with all this, poverty and want and helplessness
for all the remaining days- stare him in’ the face,
~then human- m:scqueacbesndaxk depth_indeed. .,

It is to the rist helpléss and- hopeless that the
" society of the Montefiore Home reaches out its °
hand, saying‘to them : “ Whatéver you may have
‘to suffer, you‘shall not despair. * Your ailments
may have been thought past remedy, but we
shall see. Many diseases wére thought incur-
able yesterdty, which advanced science does not
deem hopeless to-day. Whatever advanced science
offers, the benefit of it you shall-have. Whatever
-advanced skilland human kindness can-do for you, .
that shall be done. And if the worst should come
that neither skill nor kindness-can avert, here is a .
home for you, a home you can depead on; a
home, if not without suffering, yet without want
aud care; a home of sympathy and comfort for all
_of: your. remaining d?ys Be of gqqd Q};ggr
.therefore and degpair not.'

The Montefiore Home has now. been in. exlst-
erice for several years and we know how it has’
made good its- promtse I have 1ead the reports
_rendered by the.efficers and the medical staff of-
the society and ‘I -have found passages in them’
-which, by the charity—=I might say'the tendemess
“of feeling they breathe are, t6 me at least, pro--
“foundly’ touthirg,” Here this, for instance, from
“last )ears Teport of the Executive Comimittee :

constantly comlng and. going,. and who. remam
‘nardl,y Tong €nough to-leave an uhpressnon upon
its officers which is not merged in the ‘next ‘and-
.probably . more dxstressmg .case, the mmétes of:
:_the - Montgfiore:; Home ) came, to stay for an;
_indefinite: periad;..and.we. hegome. 807

~are:sgon:familiar with:their péculiarities and little!
“yeaknesses- of temperament ;- un&.l:hawm» JuzstI

f\.z:g - Hiynd Mbem a’b'%

i

“ Unlikea hospital, whose, :beneficiaries  are

qumn&ed .with: them,.and:. they« mhaﬁnsthat.m« 4

homver humble, is o
(lﬁ:ctlon 80-emingntly,

1res.
:he common propesty of allin thelr new, nge,
.and each in his own way generously helps to
-bear ‘the. heavy load .of suffaring all have g.o
earry.”

.And this from the report of the medical staff:

“ The patients were also encouraged to spend
much time.in the opén air, during the. winter, as
well as diring the summer. While they .could
get the warning and life-giving rays of the sun,
and inhale the-pure; crisp, air, cold wag not .con-
sidered a‘bar to their being ouside. Of couse
-care was taken that the clothing should..be
-Bufficiently warm and abundant. Patients tgo
weak to walk were carried down to the piazza,
and made -as comfortable as they .are in thejr
beds. They invariably expressed their satisfac-
tion . with -this treatment, and  derived mugh
.enjoyment -from .their sun baths, During the
spring, summer and fall, such patients as could
.bear the fatigue without detriment :(including
patients affected with.other diseases than phthisis)
were.given carriage rides in .Central and River-
side Parks, whenever the weather permitted. An
employee of ithe ‘. Home ” alwdys accompanied
the patients -on these .excursion$ Phthisical
-patients were, of. course, prévented from making
.any undue exertion, and were diligently guarded
.agdinst mental excitement and -exposure to wet
and cold. The object .sought was that -their
mode of life should be rezular and. methodigal
free from all: ¢are andsanxiety.”
__Butno s¢ who could: ﬁngL accommodation
in‘the % Hol

maelf -wa$ the cate. of
“conifined; for there is an ¢ out<door department;”
"which-last year supported seventy-three persons,
‘and “ some of the consumptives,” so the report
runs,—who bear a proportion of fully sixty per
“cent. to the other diseases from which our
patients suffer, have been sent to elevated. geo-
graphical regions 'in order to test the desirability
of élimatic influence upon -certain stages.and
conditions of that fell disease, and with the.hope
that, if valiied lives dre not positively saved, tirey
ndy beat least prolonged without acute suﬂermg
for many years.”

‘Still more. T read that “the warm ‘hearts; the
magnetic enthusiasm, and the untiriog, devotion
of a newly orgamzed ¢ Ladies Ausxilidgdy‘of the
Montefiore Hoine ” have developed new possibﬂ-
“ities-of asslstam.e thit must prove of ‘inicalélilable
value.” ‘1 read’ of thé ¢ Hothe' Flower=Missibn
gwmg cheetful entertainments to the pauems,
“'which have proved such a rich fund of amuse:
ment to them, riot only for the time being, but'as

'd tibjects for discussion and comméiit 1ong after-
“Wards.” Well may the report add that “the
self-unposed duty of the “mission’’ of préSenfiﬁg
“flowets with théir own hands'to thesd dnfetin-
ates—awakemng the purest eniotrons and’ engén-

"derlng the warmest sympafhlcs‘—-’-ﬁdw gi'ateful
- this is to thed, dnd how much they appreciate
their lovmg, delicdté uttention, roné ~kidw
better than themseIVe { for ¢ the very flowers
thAt bend and ideet in vveetening others, grows

h more sweet to the touch.”” Every feeling' ‘sbul

- wilk jgxm the  Exécuitive Cominiittée iit saying to

théacbdiésthat"‘ ‘we ‘havé 1o word of thanks

“ddeéquate-to odr appidciation of sdcli kihaly kh-

.Jtimms
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employs, and such the spirit which animat

work.,  This is not a mere perfunctory treating
of cases; nota mere putting medicines into
patients’ mouths according to prescription; not
the charity which merely writes cheques and

then is done with it. This is the true goodness’

“of the human heart which seeks out the infor-
. tunate, and follows them, and thinks, and

LT ponders, and exhausts the resources of the imag-

- ination to discover how it may best alleviate their
;i luﬁ'ermgs and cheer their dark hours.
‘Equal to the nobleness of the object have
*“been the pecuniary offerings brought to attain it.
Only a few years ago a few benevolent men and
omen conceived this plan, and now the society
counts upon its roll 14 life members, 359 patrons
and 1896 members, and the money they have
collected together in contributions, fairs and
legacies sums up nigh a quarter of a million
- dollars, not counting the abundance of gifts in
clothing, food, delicacies and other useful and
" pleasant things, which counstantly’flow in. The
society began with a house scarcely large
enough to shelter 3o patients, and now they
have erected this magnificent building which
promises to accommodate 150 with ease and
comfort,

Honor to the men and womgn who have
accomplished this, and who are bound to accom-
plish still more. They do honor to the commun-
ity which calls them its own ; for any community,
whatever its pretentions, will be honored by
citizens who take so high a view of their duties
to humanity.

And who are these citizens? They are Jews,

. .'This is not the only monument the Jews of New
York have planted: to their benevolence and
public spirit. There are others, some even Afar
excelling - this in costliness and grandeur, But
none—none of their own, and none instituted by
any other class of citizens excels it—nay, perhaps
more equals it in beauty of sentiment and devo-
tion, And for whom 1s this done? Hear the
noble words of the President of the Society as
they are found in last year’s report : ¢ As Israel-
ites, we are compelled, both by circumstances
and inclination, to provide for the needy of our
own faith ; but this must not induce us to ex-
clude a human being, because of his religious
belief, from the benefit of an institution charged
with the improvement of bodily ailment.” Thus
it is done for the brotherhood of men. This is
the true spirit, worthy of him whose name this
edifice bears, It is the spirit, too, which, more
than any other, has created the brightest, the
most stainless glories of our great American
Republic—the spirit which, without any govern-
mental action, out of the spontaneous initiative
of the patriotic citizen, through private munifi¢-
ence, through individual solicitude for the wel.
fare of all, has covered this land all over with
"educational institutions and enterprises of ben-
evolence. In our school days we read of the
Roman matron Corr.elia who, when other noble
ladies exhibited to her their stores of pearls and
precious stones, called in her children and, point-
ing at them, said : * These are my jewels.” So
when the old world shows to u§ the magnificence
of its baronial halls and royal castles, the Ameri-
can - Republic may point to her colleges and
hospitals and asylums, founded by the patriotic
generosity of simple citizens, and say: ¢ These
are my palaces o

And toentitle the American. people to tbis,‘

_ proud dlstinctxon, the Jews have done.as much

in this presence what I -have freq enﬂy said in -
the presence of ‘others—the Jews have, in pro-

portion to their numbers, done far more, I

Tepeat this with all the' greater-willingness, as 1

have recently had occasion to observe the motive

springs, the character and the aims of the so-

called ' Anti-semitic movement’—a movement

whose dark spirit of fanaticism and persecution

insults the humane enlightment of the nineteenth
century ; whose appeals are addressed to the

stupidest prejudice and the blindest. passion,

whose injustice affronts every sense of fair-

ness and decency; and whose cowardice—for

-cowardice is an essential element in the

atlempt to suppress the competing energies of a

mere handful of people—whose cowardice, I say,

should provoke the contempt of every self-re-

specting man,

In the face of this movement, which for years
has stirred some European countries and thrown
its shadow even acros§ the ocean upon our
shores, it is most gratefol to the buman heart to
hear the President of the Montefiore Home say,
that, while this roof is to shelter the neediest of
Israel, no human being because of his religious
belief shall be excluded from its protection. He
might take the clamorous anti-semite by the
hand, show him the hospitals, orphan homes,
charity schiools, founded and sustained by Jewish
money, Jewish labor, Jewish public spirit, ben-
evolence and devotion, and say to him : “ If you
bave any sick, any aged, any children who
cannot find help elséwhere, here we shall
have room for thém, and they are welcome.”
‘What ‘has the anti-sémite to answer? No, no,
that ¢ movement Povggnnot survive, It must
perish in shame, It will be consigned to an
ignominious grave by the generous impulses™
of human nature and the civilization of this
age. And what will remain will be the benefi-
cent influence and the sweet memory of such
good actions as yours and the brotherhood of
mankind.

May the Montefiore Home continue to be
worthy of the name it bears, a blessing to the
sufferer and an honor to those who founded
and who support it, as they will surely continue
to deserve that honor in the future as they have
in the past.

A number of Jews in Bucharest, Roumania, have
lately founded a society called “ Shachar,” with the
laudable purpose of establishing a school for adults ;
of aiding poor scholars- to continue their studies ; of
assisting youths without resources to learn a trade,
and lastly of founding a journal, which will worthily
defend the cauge and the rights of the Jews.

General Gourko has issued instructions to the heads
of the Synagogues and Chevras in Warsaw that the
Russian_Janguage must henceforth be employed in
lieu of Polish for those portions of the service in
which the veraacular has hitherto been used, Accord-
ing to the law regulating the public worship-in non-
Christian denominations, authority is given to make
use of the language spoken by the majority. In
Warsaw this is naturally, Polish,

It is proposed to establish in Holland a Central
Asylum for Jewish Lunatics, and for those who only
--temporarily suffer from nervous derangements. The

Lunatic Asylum in Amsterdam is chiefly used by the

poor; paying patients are obliged to be sent abroad.
The new institutionis inténded to remedy the defect.
The Provisional Committees -includes “Mr,’ A, C,
. Wertheim, the- Amsterdam banker.:and., member ‘of -

., the Firat. Chamber of ‘Parliament, as President ; Prot. o
.Dr. Roumulnrql Leyden; andMr. D Pulak: Daniels, .

'bl the Hague, *

(A bWht clear, crisp day fa'
of thg ‘Montefiore Home on T U

hysical condition “could be

- 4 The corridors, parlors and sy

-lined with tropical plants, and pr

tigul sight as the guests wandered

ihg tife Egoms and appointments,
Short; bfter two o’clock the brass;

ized by’ the inmates of the H

Asylura fgok possession of the secO

and rengjebed a couple of selections

effect, The pretty synagogue and

rgom which adjoins it—the window

hut not inore than a fraction of the gu
be seated,
" * Thelarge numbers who could not fis
standing room within hearing distance, p
t{me pledsantly in chatting and in mspe"
building from cellat to sun-galler= and
. The exercises opened with a hymn, ¢
by the chioirs. of children of the Hebre
tsylum, after which, Rev, Henry S. Ja
e opehing prayer. He said :

' QPENING_ PRAYBR oxjmlimm
Almlﬂlty God! Father of the Un
ptovidence is manifest to alljcreation,
chre over all the works of Thy hands:
vouchsated to all who turn their eyes unt
hglp, satisfieth every human need, an
fdlfilleth the desiresZof all living. Accept the
olferings of thanksgiving rendered unto Tgu from
depths of our hearts, even as we acknowledge: how
vhm would be the endeavor to syllable Thy
atcording to the extent of Thy benefactions;  We
-But bow reverently before Thee, acknowledging t
Thou art good, and that thy mercy endureth foreve
Vth hearts overflowing with gratitude we:
together to dedicate this house, unto Thy na
It is indeed a Temple wherein Thou  will “be -
ipped By means, of their deeds of love, ben volen
ty, which Thou hast taught us, as hy
annbutd Here suffering humanity wnl/

recognius all as Thy children, and" open ‘Widl
door of mercy to all who seek its helpfulne’ss.’

Word: ‘“Have we not all one Father, hath _nc
God created us?" And thu"wﬂl we render

ham and his posterity, that through us all th
of the earth should be blessed.”

It is in this spirit of unselfish love that we ¢
the: ploun lite of him whose name we cherish as we
inséribe i{over these portals. The name of Montefio
shall ever remain as the symbol of that active beneva«
lence which he ever exercised towards all men without

distinction of race, sect or. condition. May the
memory of his noble deeds remain with us as_a-pra
mopument - to bo- cherished th the heart of ev:
Ipraclite, and become an incentive to deeds of mer
for the bettering of the condition of the'oppressed
the needy and the afilicted, We thank Thee, Father’
forthe lesson of s0 rich a life. “May it guide us ev
as a -beacon to seek after the welfare of Israel an;
humuny. , 01 God of our fathers, we bescech The
|0 blesp.this Home. Guard it from evil and from dap-

gors; lmnnd its unfortunate” lnmtes wuh Th




