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opinion of the writer quoted by J. P.
that the South has been more distressed
than the North, by reason of the cir-
culation of paper, or consent to obtain
the praise of Lord Lauderdale, for per-
severance in the gold system ata hea-
vy loss; he erraneously calculates that
the quantity of specie has rather in-
creased than diminished in lreland,
since the restriction. Factsare strongly
against this assertion ; these writeis are
closet theorists, and tle reasonings of
such are often_overthrown by practical
discoveries. I have heard, that at one
time during the panic of an invasion,
guineas bore a premium, particularly
in Hampshire, and probably occasion-
atly a premium might have been charg-
ed in London; but [ apprehend it
never became general, for this very
sufficient reason, that the English did
not require agold circulation for carry-
ing on any branch of their manufactures;
for [ adinit, hadsuch a circamstance
occurred with them, guineas would
have borne a preiium. 1 was in Eng-
land in 1802 and 1808, and conversed
with mercantile men oun the subject,
but never discovered that guineas bore
a pegular or general premium  with
them,

As to the question of gnineas being
now to be procured in sulficient quan-
tities to carry on the linen trade of
Ulster, 1 appeal to the knowledge of
any one, who is practically acquainted
with the quantity of specie in circuyla-
tion with us, fora solution; the premi-
um on guineas now being lower than
when they were more used, is no proof
that they could be procured in sufti-
cient quantities,

In a provincial circulation, there is
always an influx from the extremities
to the capital, and from causes which
it is not easy to explore, the guineas in
circufation have very greatly dimi-
nished ; so that though the premium
is lower, the quantity in circulation is
less, and if the deand for them was
as great as it wis soine years ago, the
premium must advance most enor-
mously. A higher prqui-ﬂm, which
in itsc{f would be a great inconvenience
would not however restore to usthe gui-
neas, which are not now inthe country.

I consider this diminution of specie
as an irremediable inconvenience under
eur present circuinstances.  'The pro-
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curing of guineas is a heavy tax on
trade, and from this tax I wish us to
freé ourselves. The command of gui-
peas insufficient quantities is not under
our controul. Let us make the best of
our situation, for the question is not,
whether we shall have a full supply of
guineas; that is impracticable, but
whether we shall subject ourselves to
much inconvenience and expense, to
keep up « partial and extremely (i-
mited supply.

studying brevity, I forbear to re-
peat argunents already advanced in
the Commercial Reports, orto enlarge
further on thesubject at present than
just to express awish that J. P. will
continue to wiite his sentiments freely,
and | hope they will always find ready
admission into the pages of the Maga-
zine. 1t is by free discussion that truth
can be properly elicited.  Men will
continue to differ, as long as they view
subjects through different media; and
free discussion without the asperities of
controversy, I wish may ever be the
distinguishing characteristic of the Bel-
fast Magazine, K,

To the Editor t?f the Belfust Mygazine.
SIR,

R. BUCIIAN, in his domestic

medicine, has presumed to say,
that literary pursuits are injurious to
the constitution, and therefore natu-
rally epough from his premises, cons
cludes that such were not by nature
intended forman ; allowing his premises,
the deduetion he makes cannot, with
propriety, be disputed ; let us however
examine how far his first assertion is
to be credited, It may be of infi-
nite consequence, to mankind in ge-
neral, to do away an opinion ofsuch
a nature, sanctioned by one who stands
so high in literary reputation ; against
the Dr’s. assertion, allow me to oppose
the following facts.

Of the number of eminent men,
of modern times, in mathematical and
astronomical pursuits, I have chosen
indiscriminately such, whose names
and ages are subjoined. It will be seen
that their periods of life have been,
with very few exceptions, much be-

ond the common lot of mortality,
Vow, if this be the case, those who
would be inclined to advocate the
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Dr’s. opinion, are exposed to this di-
lemmay; either, they must acknowledge
that longevity is as likely to be at-
tained by astronomers and mathema-
ticians, as by any other class of men,
and that, in this respect at least, the
opinion of the Dr. is fallacious. W,
Newcry, 8th Oct. 1808,

Names, Ages. 1 Names. Asges.
Fontenelle, 100} Stewart, 68
Duhamel, 43| Hook, 67
Sharpe, 91 {Huygens, 67
Long, 91| Bianchini, 67
Wren, 91| Desaguiliersy 66
Casati, 90} I’ Alembert, 66
Allen, 90 {Kepler, 65
Cassini, J. D.  87|{Musenne, 60
Halley, 86 | Bouguer, 60
Wallis, 88 | Wilkins, 58
Newton, 851 Albert Durer, 57
Tougomontauus, 85 |Sauuderson, 67
Toustal, 84| Tycho Brahe, 355
Dé Moivre, 871 Simson, 55
Piceolomini Fra, 84 Des Cartes, 54
Mercator, Geo. 82} Mereator, Nieh, 54
Viviani, 81{Bezout, D4
Bernouilli, jun. 81| Clairaut. 52
Emerson, 81| La Caille, 49
Cassini, Jas, 80| M‘Lautin, 48
Alphonsas, 81| Barrow, 47
Nonius, 80 | Torricelli, 40
StifHer, 80{Amoaton, 42
Kircher, 80 | Pascal, 39
Sofler, 79[ Mayer, 39
Le Clere, 19 | Cotes, 3%
Lilly, 79 Hovrox, 29
Derbam, 18 | Parback, 39
Galileo, 18 {Roberval, 3
Delahire, 78 [Lewenhoeck, 81
Ozanam, 7 | Launden, LA
Hevelius, 16 | Cheyne, e
Wolfius, 76 | Martin, 78
Euler, sen., 16 |Oughtred, 86
Newinhit, 16 | Reaumur, T4
Nicoli, 75 [Camus. 69
Clavius, 15| Baker, 65
Scheiner, 75| Barlowe, 80
Maignan, %5 | Napter, 68
Briggs, %74 | Regiomontanus, 40
Cardan, 74| Regis, 5
Flamstead, 3 | Scaliger, 69
Riccioli, 43| Vossins e
Regneau, 72| Beruoailli, Dan, 83
Borelli, 2| Do. James, 51
Cassini, Cesar, 71{Do. James, jun, 30
‘Ward, 71 {Jones, T4
Bradley, 70 | Whiston, 84
Schoner, 0} Starm, 68
Copernicus, 70| Maraldi, 64
Piceolomini, Alex.70 | Petit, 67
Leibnitz, 10| Rolle, 67
Berkley, 69 |Hayes, &2
Verignon, 68
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Of the above persons, the ages of
Simson, Barrow, Amonton, and Re-
giomontanus, should not be taken in-
to account, as the first shortened his
existence by dissipation, and the three
last died, Barrow of a fever, Amon-
ton of a complaint in his bewels, and
Regiomontanus of poison 5 so that, of
the remainder, the average age, is
fully 70 years. It will not be an easy
matter, it any common walk or pro-
fession of life, to produce so many
instances of longevity, inthe same num-
ber, taken indiscriminately.

Permit me to add afew interesting
particulars of some of the above-men-
tioned personages,

Of the three Cassinis, grandfather,
son, and grandson, the first was born
on the 8th June, 1625, and the third
died, of the smail pox, September,
4th 1784: sothat the three genera-
tions lived a period of more than 159
years, and which, but for the circum-
stance, which terminated the life of
the last, might have been extended
at least to eight or nine years fur-
ther. 'I'he fourth Cassini, in direct
descent from the family, isstill alive
and is in nothing inferior to his ane
cestors in astronomical reputation, a
circumstance perhaps unparalleled in
the annals of literature.

Cardan was not only a mathema-
tician, but, what was usual in the age
in which he lived, an astrologer ; on
the authority of Scaliger, his life ter-
minated in the following manner; he
had calculated the period when he
was fated to depart this life, and not
to discredit his astrolegical reputation,
he starved himself to death on the
arrival of the predicted time.

As a singular instance of Newton’s
inquisitive genius, at an early period
of life, take the following anecdote;
he has been frequently observed,
when a boy at school, endeavouring
to ascertain the force of the wind,
by leaping in the direction of the
wind, and the contrary way, and ob-
serving how much farther be could
leap, in the one direction, than in the
other,

Clatrault, was able to read and wrile
at four years of age; at nine studied
algebra ; at eleven was complete mas-
ter of conic sections, and between
twelve and thirteen, had the honour
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of reading before the academy of
sciences, a memoir on certain geo-
metrical curves, invented by him-
self. .

Berkley’s Analyst, was written with
the avowed design, of proving the
fallacy of certain parts of mathema-
tics, and that mathematicians are as
liable to give credence to as incom-
prehensible doctrines, as are to be
met with in Christianity ; the design
took its rise from the account of
Garth’s last couversation with Addi-
son,. wherein the former avowed his
utter disbelief of the tenets of Chris-
tianity, on the authority of Halley,
who, heasserted, declared the Christian
religion to be incapable of demon-
stration.

For the Belfust Monthly Mugazine.

ACCOUNT OF THE LATE MELANCHOLY
SHIPWRECK AT BALLYCASTLE.

{ Communicated by the Rev. L. .d. Conolly. )

N Saturday the 9th of October,
LS about four o’clock, P. M. alarge
brig appeared in the dangerous chan-
nel between Rathlin and the Irish
Coast ; a signal of distress waved from
ber topmast, her sails were rent in
several places, and her whole appear-
ance indicated the injuries she had
already suffered, and herapprehension
of dangers, still greater. At five
o’clock the storm became more vio-
lent, the waves broke furivusly a-
gainst the steep clifls, that rise a-
long this bold shore, the brig became
unmanageable, she approached a pro-
Jecting precipice (called from a ruin
on its summit the Castle Point) and
destruction appeared inevitable. In
this deplorable condition the master
and crew, amounting inall to nine
persons, laanched the boat and got
1, although the immense breakers a-
round them afforded hut a slender
hope of their ever reacling the shore,
In a few minutes after the departure
of the crew, the brig struck on 4

rock near the base of the Castle
Point.
There is a secret svmpathy in

every heart, thot unites man to 1nan,
and that, when strongly excited, shows
buman nature in its most engaging
light, and few have been the stans

Ballycastle. Dec.
ces in which that amiable principle
has appeared more lively than in the
resent ; nearly two hundred persons
who bad collected on the strand, with
mournful anxiety, turned their eyes
to the crew, to whose perilous situ-
ation, from the height of the surges
and the want of a life-boat, they
could not possibly render any assis-
tance. For twenty minutes did the
little boat alternately rise on the bil-
lows, and again sink from the view ;
at length after many an arduous strug-
gle, she approached the strand. 'The
spectators anxiously strove, by accla-
mations and huzzas, to animate the
exertions of the almost exhausted sea-
men.  Animmense breaker now rapid-
ly pursued them, it rose above them,
it covered them ; but scarcely had the
crowd on shore expressed their anguish
by a groan, when the boat a%uin safely
rose with all her crew! tenfold acclama-
tions of friendly encouragement burst
from those on shore! "The boat was
gaining the strand, hope seemed as if
to renovate the strength of the weary
seamen, and joyful satisfaction was felt
by all the muititude, when another
violent breaker appeared tumbling to
the shore. 'T'he sailors redoubled their
exertions, the croud for a few moments
were silent, it was an instant of dread-
ful suspense toall! "T'he breaker over-
looked them, it raised them for a mo-
ment, then dashed the bow of their
boat against the sand (for they were
now within a few fathoms of land) the
boat overset, and without a moment
to supphcate the mercy of that God
into whose presence they were harried,
all sunk to eternily, save one Swedish
lad, who clung to an oar, from which
he was extricated by the lauduble hu-
manity of Mr. James Mc<Allister, Mr,
Hugh H#l, son ofthe Rev. Mr. Hill,
and Alexander Weir, who at the risk
of their lives swam out to save him,
Too mcuh praise cannot be given to
the spirited exertions of E. 1J, Boyd,
esq. who immediately had a guard
of his corps placed on the wreck, and
wao promptly uscd every method to
save the cargo. Alexander M‘Neile,
esq. exerted himself in every attempe
to save the lives of the unfortunate
crew ; but his benevolence was only
rewarded by its. own intent.  Edmund
M<Gildowney esq. the young gentie.



