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To the High, Puiffant, and Moft Noble Prince

T H O M AS HOLLES-PELHAM,

Duke of Newcastle, Marquis and Earl of Clare,

Vifcount Haughton, and Baron Pel h am of Laughton,

AND BARONET,

One of His Majefty's Privy-Council, Lord Lieutenant and Cuftos

Rotulorum for the Counties of Middlefex, Weftminfter, and

Nottingham ; Steward, Keeper, and Guardian of the Foreft

of Sherwood, and Park of Folewood, in the County of

Nottingham ; One of the Governors of the Charter-Houfe,

Knight of the Moft Noble Order of the Garter, Firft Lord

Commiflioner of His Majefty's Treafury, Chancellor of the

Univerfity of Cambridge, LL. D. and F.R.S.

My Lord,

AUTHORS are often unfortunate in the

choice of their Patrons : and Works are devoted,

with great (olemnity, to the ufè of tholè who

cannot ule them, and the pleafure of thole whom they

cannot pleafe.

Tha t



DEDICATION.
T h a t I have avoided this impropriety, in dedicating

to your Grace thefè Memoirs of the Duke
of SULLY, a whole Nation, whole affairs you have

fb long and Jo happily directed, will bear me witnefs :

But then, I can claim no praifè from my own difcern-

ment; becaufe I only echo the Voice of the People, and

addrefs myfelf, where that leads me.

Though my fex and manner of life makes me a

ftranger to public affairs; I yet difcover of myfelf, that

the Hiftory I have tranilated, is not only interefting but

important : and that the original author of it was not only

well verfed in all the prime operations of government, but

that he faved a Nation, by bringing method and order

into every branch of her revenues, and adminiftring the

whole with the moft accurate economy.

A Book, thus filled with political wifdom, could

be fitly offered only to Him, who lays out his whole

time and attention, in labours of the fame tendency ; and

for the fervice of a more free, and therefore a nobler

People.

That



DEDICATION.
That Providence may co-operate with your

endeavours ; and that your Grace may fteer not only

fàfely, but triumphantly, through every difficulty of the

prefènt conjuncture, are wifhes fb natural to all true Bri-

tons, that they cannot be thought improper even from a

woman, and in this public manner. She is, with the pro-

foundeft Refpecr,

My Lord,

Your Grace's moft Obedient,

London, Sept. 5,

*755-

and moft Humble Servant,

CHARLOTTE LENNOX.





PREFACE
T O T H E

FRENCH EDITION.

AS in the judgment of good critics and lovers of li-

terature, the memoirs of Sully have been al-

ways ranked amongft our beft books, I have no need

to enter here into a difquilition which will be of little ufe

to thofe who are acquainted with the work.

To give thofe an idea of this performance who have

never read it, it will be fufficient to tell them, that it con-

tains a hiftory of whatever has paffed from the peace in

j 570, to the firft year of Lewis XIII. during a fpace of

forty years, which is a time that has fupplied the mod co-

pious fubjects to the hiftorians of France; and that it treats

of the reign, or, to fpeak more properly, almoftof the whole

life, of Henry the Great. They prefuppofe, indeed, fome

knowledge of the foregoing commotions, which are only

occafionally mentioned ; but it difplays all the fucceeding

events with the utmoft particularity. The events are equal-

ly numerous and diverfified ; wars, foreign and civil ; in-

térêts of ftate and religion ; mafter-ftrokes of policy
;

unexpected difcoveries ; ftruggles of ambition ; flratagems

Vol. I. a of



PREFACE.
of policy; embaflies and negotiations; are all to be found

in this book ; and all this is far from the whole.

The Memoirs of Sully take their value, perhaps their

I

greattft value, from the innumerable recitals of a private

|
kind, which fcarcely belongs to the province of hiftory

;

this is the particular advantage of memoirs, they admit all

fubjects, however numerous, and all incidents however va-

rious, which one can defire to infert ; and they are not

fubjed to the burthen impofed upon hiftory, of continuing

the narrative through dry generalities, with which even the

writer finds himfelt difgufted.

To obtain a compleat knowledge of any prince, it is

rreceffary that the picture of his private life be fet to view,

together with his public conduct ; he rauft be fhown with

his courtiers and domeftics, in thofe moments when he is

little obferved : his character muft be fixed by his letters

and converfation ; the pallions are better difplayed by a

fingle word, related as it was fpoke, than by all the art

which a hiftorian can ufe. This idea of memoirs is quite

anfwered by thofe of Sully ; fo that no man, till he has

perufed them, can have a juft conception of Henry IV.

They reprefent to us that great prince, in his good as

well as his bad fortune ; now as a private man, now as a

king, as a warrior, or as a politician; and to come ftill lower,

as a hufband, father, or friend ; and all told in fo affecting

a manner, that the reader cannot refrain from taking part

in the molt minute and indifferent incident of his life : at

moft, I can only except fome military recitals, which oc-

cur perhaps too often at the beginning of the work, and a

fmall number of other paffages lefs pleafing; though, on

the
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the other hand, thefe recitals are always connected with

the public affairs, and diverfified, like the reft, with the

part which was borne in them by the duke of Sully.

He is as the fécond actor, and this double action makes

no breach in the unity of intereft, becaufe this minifler fays

almoft nothing of himfelf, which has not fome relation to

public affairs, or the perfon of his matter. The reader will,

doubtlefs, be pleafed to know what judgment was formed

of thefe Memoirs when they firft appeared in the world,

and I fhall give him information from the author of an

old difcourle, to be found among the MSS. * of the king's

library :
" One of the raoft beautiful pictures of human

" prudence and fidelity, fays he, is to be found in the ac-

" count left to the public, in two volumes, by the duke of
" Sully, of the nature of the advice he had given, and the

" fervices he had done, to his king and benefactor, as well

" for his particular and perfonal honour, as for the profpe-

" rity of his kingdom. And, in truth, the fortune of Henry
" the Great, and the virtue of his prime minifter, are two
<c things which appear alternately, or, more properly, go
tc hand in hand. T'uz minifter, in this work, ferves and
" obliges the king, in all the ways that a king can receive

" fervice or obligation from a fubject, with his hand, his

" courage, his fvvord, and even with his blood, or actions
iC of bravery and adventure, but particularly in his council

" and cabinet, with the greateft underftanding, and moft
" quick-fighted policy, the moft pure diftntereftednefs, and
" untainted fincerity, that has ever been known to hifto-

" rians, either of our own or other countries."

* Vol. 9590.

a 2 It
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ir ii h. i(m. il, in the reign <>l ;> prince like Henry IV.

i<> look loi great generals, deep politician!, and ikiliul

1 1 1 11 1 1 1 K-i : . ; luil uv .m- lui pi i/aiI tO lnul in one m.m, tlir

w inioi, the politician, the wife rnanagcroi bufincû, tin

Hi .uly and unbending friend, as well as the cFole confidant

.uni darling ol bis matter. But what is jrei moreancom
mon, is (o In- in ;i WOtk wluir the action* oi tWO hull

extraordinary perfons a?e< nlleâed aftei theii deaths, i great

kin:', forced to rinake •> conquer! oi his own kingdom, eii*

gaged with a mmiiter, in l>is way, not left great, in con

n iving means to make his undertakings fuccelsful ; labour*

ing afterwards, Inconeeri with him, to make Ins kingdom
not only |H\ur;il>lr luit lloni illun;',, regulating tin- u'Vinui',

laying the foundation oi trade, methodising the govern

mint, ami, m ilioit, recovering every part oi the cftablifh-

nunt from i onlulion.

In tliïs. work therefore arc comprized two lives united

together, and illustrating and adorning one another, the

lives bi a king and .< minifter, Ins confidant nearly »>i the

i.inu age, i .mini on from the infancy oi U>ili to the death

oi the king, and to the retreat oi the minifter.

\\ i may add, that thefc Memoir ol Sully arc yet fur-

ther valuable, by maxims of excellent morality, by poli

tics derived from truth; by an infinite number oi views,

(chemes, and regulations, *>i almoft every kind, with which

they -ni filled, The duke of Sully Is laid, bj one ol his

cotempqrarics, tip fyayç tacn tin- only man tli.u ever^if

covqred the means oi uniting two things, which our la

iluis not only couId noi join together, luu confidereo in

theii
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their own nature inconfiftent, the increafe of the king's

revenue, and the relief of the people. He that would
have .m idea ol .1 good fubjecl and an Incorruptible mi
nifter, mufl look for il in this picture, where he will fee

csconomy in its lull luftrc, and policy in all its practice:

tlu- au ol ufing and 61 saining power; the (cience 0!

reigning as a man, and oi reigning .is .1 kirigj t lu- finefl

mttrucrions ami mofl forceable examples of morality are

here exhausted, and the whole fupported and adorned l>\

a knowledge ol ever) thing, from the highcrt arts to the

mechanic occupations;

However high thispraifc may feem, 1 do not find that

tla- feverefl critics depart much frbm it; one need only

confuh the abbot Le Laboureur; in his additions to the

Menions oi Caftelnau, vol. 11. book ii, p. 687. fkthej 1
1

Long, and a multitude of modern writers; foi who is

there that does not cite the Memoirs oi Sully as the firft

political treatife that has (hewn us the tea] poweij «>i tins

kingdom, and in which are contained «Ik- feeds <>i what
ever has ken done by Rieheheu, M.i/.u inc, aiul Colbcfl ;

ami in which is opened the befl (chool oj the art pi m>
VCl niueiit ?

I WILL now i|int this eonluleration for another, win. U

I neither can nor ought to conceal ; tlic pleafure wbicfi i<>

valuable a hook adonis, is attended with a degree oi fa

tigUC which makes this ornament of libraries nlelels to (he

greater part 61 readers.

This is tq be imputed to want 61 metriod, and d< fi c"ts

ol llvle ; the lubjei'ts he nCtè in iMvat eonlulion
;

thole

who
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who have ranged them propofe to entertain us with parti-

cular recitals of military, political, and domeftic affairs
;

but they neither know how to keep them apart, nor to join

them properly : a fact is cleared up, or a narrative conti-

nued, at the diftance, fometimes, of an hundred pages
;

from the beginning of the firft volume, one muft often

jump to the end of the fécond : the letters of Henry, which

ought to be regularly inferted in the ftory, are bundled up

together and put by themfelves, or introduced where they

only break the thread of the difcourfe, to which very often

they have no relation : the maxims of law and govern-

ment are driven off to a diftant part, where it is often dif-

ficult to meet with them ; they have the appearance of an

independent note, and one might have known, that the

compilers were mere men of bufinefs, though they had

not told it.

A. s to the diction, it is not going too far to fay, that

it has every fault which diction can admit ; it is too much
diffufed, obfcured frequently by the enormous protraction

of the fentences, and frequently by the impropriety of the

words, which are fometimes creeping and low, and fome-

times fwelled with ridiculous magnificence.

These two general reflections on the Memoirs of Sully,

one mould have imagined might have put it into the

thoughts of fome of our beft writers, to make that book

agreeable, which is fo interefting and ufeful ; the other, be-

caufe what they have good arifes from the fubject, and

what is wrong confifts only in the form in which they are

fhewn. It is allowed on all hands, that this muft be ex-

cepted from the number of thofe old books, which cannot

be
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be altered without being fpoiled ; but the danger of giv-

ing offence to the nicety of critics, has hitherto driven away-

all thoughts of fuch an undertaking : and I confefs that I

could never have engaged in it, had I not been urged on

by that fondnefs for the original, which brings the paillons

as well as the genius into a work, and makes us blind to

all the obftacles that may oppofe us ; for, to accommodate

fuch a work as this to the prefent tafte, a man muft pre-

serve at once the fidelity of a tranflator, and the liberty of

a compofer : he muft carefully preferve the fenfe of his

author, tho' he muft abridge, tranfpofe, and methodife

his work.

An emendation, merely grammatical, which mould
reach no farther than to change thofe expreflions, which

are confefTedly bad, and to retrench thofe that are appa-

rently fuperfluous, would have been fhort of the reforma-

tion which the ftyle requires ; and, if nothing had been

attempted but to bring the fcattered parts of the ftory to-

gether, and methodife thofe things that are out of order,

to free the book from the inconvenience of confufion, even

this muft have ended in the deftruction of the text. I have

trkd every method that I could invent to avoid the neceffi-

ty of taking the work wholly to pieces, and moulding it

anew : but I faw, at laft, that no other way would anfwer

my intention : I was convinced that a ftyle fo faulty as

that of thefe Memoirs, was far from deferving to be treated

with the fame refpecl as that of Comines, Montagne, and

Amyot: that the mere general alterations, which are con-

feffedly necefTary, would change it fo much from its pre-

fent ftate, that to make it yet more different, was no great

matter : and that thefe alterations, producing a neceiTity

of
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of connections and tranfitions which would naturally be

of a different caft of language from the reft, many patches

of new ftyle appearing in thefe pages of antiquity, would

have been a difagreeable and diilimular mixture : and that

the original muft not only be cleared from a great number

©f odd expreffions, but of unnatural and unufual ideas,

which appears in the ridiculous fmgularity in the very title,

Oeconomies Royales, & Servitudes Loyales : that fuch li-

berties as I have taken was neceffaiy, in order to arrive at

a jufr. chronology and arrangement of matter : and that

this liberty was confident enough with the obligation of

preferving the fenfe of the original, and fuffering the Me-
moirs of Sully to lofe nothing by being put into a new lan-

guage.

In the firft place, I found it indifpenfibly necefTary to

change this ftated language of fecretaries, who know no-

thing but to praife and flatter. What can be more tedious

than to fee them, at every line, addreffing their matter to

put him in mind of fomething that has already happened,

and to confefs that he underftands the bullnefs better than

themfelves ? This perpetual addrefs made the book little

more than a long dedication ; and yet this could not have

been corrected without giving the work a new form.

I must add, that the hiftorical narrative, which allows

only the third perfon to be ufed, could not take place here,

as I immediately found, when I endeavoured to apply it :

for the Memoirs of Sully, as I have already faid, inftead

of one principal actor, prefent us with two, whofe parts

conftantly intermingled in the recital, or who almoft al-

ways make their appearance together, either talking be-

tween
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tvveen themfelves or with other perfons. The pronouns

he and him, which in other hiftories fupply fo conveni-

niently the place of proper names, muft, in a book like this,

have been applied fometimes to one, fometimes to another,

which would have produced an obfcurity not to have been

avoided, but by repetitions and circumlocutions equally

inconvenient. If to rid our hands of this difficulty, which

will be generally perceived, this book had been entituled,

Memoirs to contribute to a Hiftory of Henry IV. and the re-

lation had been contracted to the actions of that prince, this

had at once cut off half the Memoirs, and perhaps that

half which can leaft be fpared ; for the life and actions of

Henry the Great are every where to be found ; but thofe of

the duke of Sully can be read no where elfe : and it had

been ftill lefs proper to have mentioned only the action of

the minifter.

There remained therefore only one fcheme to purfue,

that of making Sully tell his own ftory. I yielded with

lefs reluctance to this neceflity, as I found it likely to be

the fource of new pleafure ; for nothing is more proper to

throw over a work thofe interefting paffages, which put

the heart into emotion, than to introduce the principal

actor in a complicated affair, entertaining you with an ac-

count of the part which he acted ; and what an actor would

he appear if one could attain to make him fpeak as fuch a

minifter, fo favoured by his mafter, and fo refpected by all

the ranks of the community, might be fuppofed to ipeak

at the prefent time.

This {ingle motive might prevail upon the public to

grant me the indulgence which I require, for the only real

Vol. I. b liberty
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liberty I have taken, if it mould be found that I have,

in other refpects, difcharged the duty which this licence

madeindifpenfible; but, as I cannot aflume fo much to my-
felf, I fhall found my defence upon a matter of fad; which
is, that, in reality, the duke of Sully himfelf is the true au-

thor of the Memoirs which bear his name ; fince the origi-

nal pieces are his own, and his fecretaries did nothing more
than ftitch them together. This is eafily perceived in fe-

veral places, where the pen of the minilter being withheld,

either by promife of fecrecy or fome confederation equally

ftrong, you fee the reader's expe&ation difappointed with

regard to facts of which the fecretaries themfelves had ap-

parently not the leaff, knowledge. This is therefore no rob-

bery, but an honeft reftitution, which I make to their ma-
fter of his own works. In atteftation of this, I can pro-

duce all our writers, who fhew evidently when they quote

the Memoirs of Sully, that they confider them as the work

of that great man, and depend upon his authority. The
iingle doubt ofVittorio Siri * is ofno weight againft fo much
evidence.

This critical difquifition I do not think of fufficient im-

portance or amufement, to require that I mould tranfcribe

whole pages to eftablifh this truth, by exhibiting the words

of Henry, Sully, or the fecretaries themfelves: he that

thinks it worth his while, may confult the places marked

in the margin f . I fhall here offer only a conjecture, which

I fubmit to the difcernment of my reader.

* Mem. Rec Vol. 1. p. 29. f Epît. des 1, & 3 Tom. Tom. II.

p. 407, 409, 410» 434> 435> 440> 448 - Tom - UI« P* 8z » 83, 294,

3 S 5, Sec. Tom. II. p. 440.

The
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The Memoirs of Sully were formed firft upon the ob-

fervations which M. de Rofny began, from his earlieft youth,

to make upon the events of his times, as well thofe that re-

lated to the public as thofe that affected his matter and

himfelf. To thefe were added, in the next place, the ob-

fervations which he fet down at the entreaty of his prince,

who foon began to diftinguifh a man of his character. M.
de Rofny had plainly no intention to write a connected nar-

rative, much lefs a formal hiftory, but only a collection

of pieces upon feveral events of his time, which he im-

proved with his own reflections on government *. The
term Journal, which is fometimes ufed, is not to be taken

in the ftricteft fenfe: accounts confiding of pieces thus

independent, were not things abfolutely new in his time. It

is not unlikely that he confidered himfelf as collecting ma-
terials for more regular memoirs, which he afterwards

thought fit to communicate to the public, under the name
of his fecretaries, rather than his own.

These regifters -f, of which there has been already

mention, were put into the hands of four of his fecre-

taries, two of whom compofed at firft the two former

volumes, fuch as they now appear, the two other fecreta-

ries, who were taken into the fervice of Sully at the time

of his retreat, were bufy, at the. fame time, upon the firft

of his two following volumes, which comprifes a fpacc of

five years, from 1605 to the death of Henry IV. and ima-

gining their labour incomplete, unlefs they mould produce

* Tom. H. p. 44.8. Tom. III. p. S3, 385.

t Epît. Limin du Tom. III. Tom. II. p. 410.

b 2 two
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two volumes as well as their fellows, they fell to tumbling

over all their matter's papers, and at laft attained their

purpofe. But notice muft be taken, that they are not to

be believed too eafily with refpecl: to the place where thefe

Memoirs are faid to be printed ; for they had an intereft in

impoling upon the public, by making it be believed that

thefe Memoirs were not printed in France *. Guy-Patin,

father Le-Long, the abbe Lenglet, and feveral others, are

confident that the two firft volumes were printed at the

caftle of Sully ; and for the two laft, it is a known fact

that their firft appearance was in an edition printed at Paris

1662, by the care of the abbe Le-Laboureur.

In the Memoirs of Mademoifelle mention is made of

letters, and a great number of other original pieces, which

the count de Bethune kept with great care, and fhewed as

a curiofity to thofe that came to fee him. Of thefe, part,

at ieaft, may be thought the minutes of the duke of Sully.

But, fînce none of thefe pieces are found in the vafr, col-

lection of manufcripts prefented by the count de Bethune,

in 1664, to the late king, we may conclude that, after

the publication of thefe Memoirs, thofe minutes were de-

ftroyed as of no farther ufe : but, for my part, I make fo

little reckoning of the works of the compilers, that I could

wifh to have only the originals as they had them ; for what

they have given us of their own makes no efTential addi-

tion, nor has any confequence but that of concealing the

true work of Sully, which, in many places, cannot be dif-

tinguifhed or difintangled from theirs ; for they did not

content themfelves with ranging their pieces according to

* Epît. Limin, ib.

the
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the order of time, which was the beft thing they were ca-
pable of doing.

I know not whether there is not even room to fufpect

them of having fuppreffed fome pieces of considerable im-
portance. One may fafely charge them, at leaft, with
having deftroyed The Treatife of War, The Maréchal de
Camp, The Inftructions Military and Political, and fome
other works of the duke of Sully, which have certainly

been once in exiftence. They have been fought to no purpofe
in the clofet of the prefent duke of Sully *, notwithftandino-

the pains which he, who is fo well known for his love of

literature and antiquities, has taken to recover monuments
which contribute fo much to the honour of his familv.

He has little more than fome accounts and memoirs re-

lating to the different employments ofMaximilian duke of
Sully, of which the fubftance is found in this book. The
only manufcripts that raife much curiofity, are the original

copy of the firft volume of the Memoirs of Sully, from
which the impreflion was certainly taken j and the two
laft volumes of a kind of heroic romance, of which the

two firft. have been loft. Thefe adventures, or allegorical

hiftories of that age, are entituled, Gelaftide, ou les II-

luftres princeffes pucelles du puiflânt Empire de la grande

Sclaramane Dolofophomorie, les Sclarazones diamantces,

Percy de Rubicelle 5c Pyrope ; titles as fingular as thofe of

the Memoirs of Sully, and which fhew that they are drawn
up by the fame hand.

It is pofTible that the lofs of thefe originals is im-

puted to Sully himfelf, fince his fecretaries acted not only

* Louis-Pierre-Maximilian de Bethune.

under
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under his orders, but under his own eyes *. In that cafe

we mall be forced to confefs, that a little vanity, from

which this minifter was not free, kept him from fuffering

his Memoirs to appear in his own name : he perceived that

he could not forbear to give himfelf the honour of the

brighteft part of the reign of Henry IV. and, not caring

either to praife himfelfor to lofe the praife he had deferved,

he determined to have that faid by others which he could

not modeftly fay himfelf.

He is charged with another fault proceeding equally

from vanity, but which, if we examine it well, may ap-

pear very innocent ; it is the freedom with which he acts and
fpeaks. Let us hear, on this head, our ancient difTertator.

" This ftirï and haughty humour, fays he, which fo often

" obliges his prince to (peak firft, and to open himfelf to

" him, if it had been foftened and made more eafy, would
" have been perhaps more perfect, and more deferving of
" imitation ; but, if the original was as it is reprefented,

" and nature had formed it of this cafr, it ought not to

" be flattered or difguifed : if this gravity and general cir-

" cumfpection, which his enemies mention as a reproach
<l to his memory, was the very quality which gave fo much
" value to his miniftry and his credit, we ought not tore-
" gret it in him as a blot, or condemn it as a defect."

And indeed, if a minifter is of known honefty, and un-

fufpected of any bad defign, why mould lie, in fpeaking

to his mafter, or tranfacting with him, recede from the

privilege of following the fevere dictates of truth ? Without

this liberty the condition of private men would be much

* Tom. III. p. 8j and 294.

3 happier
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happier than that of princes ; but we may fufhciently

prove, that Sully deferves no reproach of this kind, by ob-

serving that he never received any from his mafter, who
not only allowed, but loved and praifed his freedom of

fpeech. Whatever may be faid, for inftance, of the fa-

mous promife of marriage which Sully tore in pieces in the

hands of Henry, I fee nothing in that affair which does

not deferve admiration, and there is no fear that it mail be

drawn into precedent.

The neceility of being beforehand with the reader, for

my own Hike, has given occafion to thefe two remarks. I

have confidered it as indecent in Sully to relate all that

happened of this kind with Henry IV. and as to perfonal

commendations, I cut off what was uttered by fecretaries,

and could never have been faid by him, and keep all that

he has faid, or fuffered others to fay to him, that was for

his own honour, or for that of the family of Bethune. In

like manner I let all ftand which the fame vanity, joined

with his religious prejudices, difpofed him to advance with

relation to the greateft families ; fuch as the houfe of Au-
ftria, among others, or concerning private prrfons, to

whom he has not always done juftice ; fuch as the dukes

de Nevers and de Epernon, meilleurs de Villeroi, Jeannin,

and the cardinal de Offit, and others, amongft the roman

catholics ; and the dukes de Rohan, de Bouillon, and de

La-Trémouille, Du-Pleiïis Mornay ; and, to conclude, with

refpect to a fociety deferving effeem, for purity of man-
ners, and the fervice it has done the public, by the

education of youth, and the advancement of polite lite-

rature.
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If I flop at this head, it is only to fhew how much I

deteft every fpecies of prejudice ; for otherwife I know well

enough that I fhall never be called to account about it : it

was my duty to preferve the ground-work of the original

inviolate ; and as the original, which I am far from fup-

pofing that my work will put out of the world, muft al-

ways remain in its true ftate, it would appear againft me,

if I mould dare to alter it, and furnim an accufation

againft me of difhonefty and flattery : all that I have been

able to do, and I proteft I have done it only out of regard

to juftice, is to mew my diflike by frequent corrections,

from which alone the public is to judge of my real fenti-

ments.

It appears indeed to me, that a Tingle word is fufficient

to put an end to the greateft part of the imputation thrown

upon the jefuits and other good catholics by the duke of

Sully : we muft confider that they acted upon one princi-

ple, and he judged of their actions upon another. It may
be added, that in the circumftances of thofe things, du-

ring the tranfaction, it was difficult to pafs a right judge-

ment upon the meafures of the different parties : at pre-

fent, fince time has given new light to their caufes, mo-
tives, and means, we, who are neither carried away by

the heat of action, nor overpowered by fear, hope, or de-

fire, have, with refpect to the fubjedt on which we are

treating, two opinions almoft oppofite ; we deteft the league,

and have great reafon to deteft it; but, on the other hand,

we judge, and not without probability, that, ii the league

had not been, France was in danger of fuffering the greateft

of all evils, the lofs of the true religion. If Vilieroi,

D'Ofiat,
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D'Oflat, and others, fland in need of defence, it is on this

principle, That they muft be defended.

A motive of the fame kind determined me likcuile to

write notes upon paflages where Sully fpeaks unfavourably

of the Spaniards, the Englifh, and other kingdoms in our

neighbourhood. I am as far from applauding his preju-

dices as efpoufing his quarrels. To fee nothing in other

nations worthy of praife, is to be blind ; to fee it, and not

own it, is to be weak.

Another article, which appears to me of yet greater

importance than all thefe, is, the liberty with which the

author fometimes difcovers his particular principles, with

refpect to the very fubftance of religion. It is natural to

imagine, that a man full of knowledge, of reflection, and

of good qualities, muft have been very dangerous when he

was led to fpeak of the reformed religion, which it is known
that the duke of Sully always remained a firm adherent to.

Such was my notion of the matter ; but the firft perufal of

his Memoirs altered my opinion. I will quote, upon this

occafion, for the laft time, the writer whofe teftimony I

have fo often made ufe of, to fhew that thefe Memoirs can-

no tmake, at this time, thefe impreiTions which they were

unable to make when they were new. " It is not, fays

" the author, upon account of his religious opinions, that

" he is to be confidered as a model, or as an original ; we
" are to look into thefe Memoirs for a general, a grand-
" mafter of the ordnance, a fuperintendant of the finan-

" ces, and a minifter of an univerfal genius, concurring
" in all the fchemes of his prince ; but you are not here to

" expect a picture of a chriftian, and much lefs of a ca-

Vol. I. c " tholic."



xviii PREFACE.
" tholic.—Thefe books," fays the fame writer, in ano-

ther place, " do not fhew him properly pious or religious,

" becaufe they do not fhew him a catholic."

The author might have added another reafon of yet

greater force, which is, that when Sully reprefents him-
felf either as a reformed, or catholic, that man, whoferea-

fonings upon almoft every other fubject is folid and con-

clufive, appears fo wretched as a divine, that the mere
comparifon of his writings with themfelves is fufficient to

confute him ; befides, how many confeffions are drawn
from him by the force of truth ? how much does he fay

againft the mad determination of fome proteftant fynods,.

againft the intrigues and bad deftgns of the chief of that

party ; againft the mutinous and feditious temper of the

whole body ? It is fomething fo lingular, to fee the duke
or Sully by turns a Calvinft, and an enemy to Calvinifts,

that I thought it neceflary to preferve whatever he has faid

on the fubjecl: of religion, left what I had fuppreffed had

been thought of more importance than it really is. But I

thought it necelTary to be likewife liberal of my notes, in

opposition to thofe paiTages, and perhaps under the notion,

that I could never be careful enough of weak minds, I

may, without thinking of it, have fhewn fome regard to

my firft fcruples.

Th e notes have been conflderably multiplied by another

coniideration. As I was deiirous to make this work more
clear and compleat, I have fhewn the fame regard to things

of mere entertainment as for thofe of necefîity. I could

not prevail upon myfelf to /kip over a fact obfcure or but

llightly touched, without clearing it up and explaining it.

3 In
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In one place, therefore, you will find a pafTage of pure

amufement producing another of the fame kind ; in ano-

ther place, a perfon of note is mentioned only by his name,

and I have thought it neceflary to add his chriftian or fur-

name, his dignities or employments, and fometimes the

year cf his birth or his death. There are notes likewife, in

which I have endeavoured to rectify falfe calculations and

miftaken dates, and to adjuft the valuation of coins ; and

on all thefe occafions, I have endeavoured to copy only

from our beft writers, and to draw immediately from the

fountain-head ; thus the Memoirs of the League, d'Etoile

and de Nevers ; les Chronologies Novennaire et Septennaire

df Cayet, and the Mercure François ; meilleurs de Thou,

Péréflxe, Matthieu, Davila, Le-Grain, D'Aubigné ; the

manuferipts of the king's library, the Letters of the cardinal

D'Ofiat *, &c. are my vouchers for facts ; and for all the

reft, my credit depends upon the books which have fur-

nifhed the aiTiftance that I happened to want. I have com-
monly contented myfelf with giving their words upon the

fubject before me, without entering into any difquifltions,

except when contrariety of opinions feemed to require it.

But notwithstanding this precaution, the margin of the five

or fix flrft books are fomewhat crouded ; nor was it in my
power to do otherwife, the flrft years of Henry IV. afford-

ing a prodigious number of facts of every fort, which Sully

has only hinted at, or mentioned very (lightly.

To thefe might very properly have been added, notes

upon politics, war, the finances, government, and naval af-

fairs ; and I could not, but in compliance with my inclina-

* For thefe letters I consulted the old folio edition, as alfo the old edition

of L'Etoile's Memoirs.

c 2 tion,
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tion, fcatter a few upon the laft books particularly, of which
the fubject made them often ufeful, and fometimes abfo-

lutely neceffary.

As to maxims and reflexions, the only ufe that could

properly have been made of them, was to fcatter them here

and there in the places where they have relation. With
refpecl: to another part of this work, I have taken a con-

trary method ; I have brought together all that was faid

in different places upon the great and famous defign of

Henry IV. which feems often to break the narration in an

unpleafant manner ; and finding no place where a recital

of fo many particulars could be inferred, I made a book
of it by itfelf. I may be fufpedled, upon thefe laft heads,

of having made great additions to my original ; but let the

reader fufpend his judgment till he has read it from begin-

ning to end. I am well aware, that the neceflity of ar-

ranging thefe materials in a different order, has given this

work a kind of original air, which diftinguifhes it from

common tranflations, without giving the rank of a work
of invention. There are many other places where it will

be feen, that if I had thought myfelf entitled to an abfo-

lute authority over my original, I mould often have given

it another cart. As to references, it was not poflible to put

them all in the margin, and they would have only tired

the reader.

The letters, which are fcattered here and there, I could

only have made ufeful, by cafting them into a narrative,

and joining them with the facts to which they relate : by

this means, I have contrived to diverfify my hiftory, and

have made the letters more ufeful than they were before.

It
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It is common for thofe who write on things talked of by

them before, to mention them imperfectly; thefe omiiTions

I commonly fupplied with a note, when the matter is fuch

as can be difcovereu, or deferves explanation; for of this

prodigious number of letters, either of the king's or

Sully's, the greater part only contains particulars of fmall

importance: all thefe I confider as ufelefs, and retrench

them either wholly or in part ; and I take the fame courfe

with the recitals that are too long, with trifling remarks,

with diffufe memorials and regulations of the finances,

drawn out in particularities : but when Î find letters, con-

ventions, or other pieces, truly original, I copy them faith-

fully, except when I meet with a word that would offend

the ear, I change it to another : this I intend for the gra-

tification of thofe readers who would complain, if in thefe

ancient Memoirs, the perfjnages that are introduced fhould

talk always like men of our own time, and judge ot the

pleafure they mutt receive from the Angularity ot the an-

cient language, by that which it gives to myfelf.

I have followed the ufual method, of dividing an hitto-

rical work into books, rather than into chapters ; there are

here thirty books, reckoning the account ot Henry's great

project for one of them. Some were of opinion, that this

project, having never been executed, might have been omit-

ted ; but it feemed to me to make fo considerable a part

ot Sully's Memoirs, that the public were likely to be of-

fended with its fuppreiTion.

I thought it not for my purpofe to proceed farther

than the retreat of Sully, in which I have ventured to dif-

fer from my original : but befides, that, according to my
fcheme,
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fcheme, I faw no ufe to be made of the pieces which had

do relation either to Sully or Henry IV. I thought, judging

of thefe pieces critically, that they did not deferve much
attention from mankind. I find nothing in the fourth vo-

lume which can truly be called the work of the duke of

Sully, more than what he fays of the new court, of the

council, and of himfelf, to his departure from Paris ; to-

gether with the regulations that he had formed for different

purpofes, and the evidence he gives of the great defign of

Henry IV. As to the furious invective againft Villeroi,

and the other pieces belonging to the reign of Lewis XIII.

and, in a word, whatever is contained in the two hundred

laft pages of the fourth volume, the whole is apparently of

another hand ; fo unmethodical, fo unconnected, and at

the fame time fo trifling and fo dull, that I could look

upon it only as a thing compiled by one of his fecretaries,

without judgment, and for this only purpofe, as themfelves

confefs, that the laft volume might be as large as the for-

mer *
; all this is to be ranked with the panegyrics, fonnets,

and other pieces, both in French and Latin ; which the

reader, if fuch things happen to pleafe him, may look for

in the original.

As we cannot learn from thefe Memoirs what became

of the duke of Sully from his retreat to his death, and as

the reader may be curious about him, I have given him
a Supplement. Nothing of the lives oi great men fliould

be loft or neglecled ; this Supplement is more full and in-

terefting than I at firft could promife my elf, by means of

-

the information with which the duke of Sully has been

pleafed to fupply me.

* Epîc. Limin. du Tom -III.

I MAKE
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I make ufe, as I hare already fiid, of the edition in

folio ; it is properly in four volumes, though in fome li-

braries it is bound in two : the firft and fécond of thcfe

volumes, printed at Amsterdam, that is to fay, at Sully,

without the date of the year or the printer, for that which
appears at its head is counterfeit: this is commonly called

the green-lettered edition, on account of its VVV, and its

front-piece coloured with green. The third and fourth

volumes, printed at Paris by permifiion, byAuguftin Cour-

be, in 1662. this edition is incorrect, but fome of the others

are mutilated, which is worfe. I (hall here enumerate the

fubfequent editions ; the two firft volumes were reprinted

at Rouen, 1649. in two volumes in folio ; in a fmaller

letter, at Amflerdam, 1654, in four volumes 12°. At
Paris, 1664, by Courbé, in two volumes in folio. The
third and fourth volumes were reprinted at Paris, 1 663, in

eight volumes 12°; and at the fame time at Rouen, in

feven volumes, 12°. The laft edition is that of Trévoux,

in 1725, in twelve volumes 12°.

What I have here to add is to afTure the public, that

I refpect it too much to expofe myfelf to its cenfure, by

any faults that labour and attention could enable me to

avoid ; and as for any others, as they may ferve, if not to

correct my work, at leaft to mend my felf for the future,

I am fo far from endeavouring to obviate them, that I en-

treat the world not to fpare them ; they fhall never find

me claiming the indulgence naturally due to the firft at-

tempt, nor do I plead my lituation in excufe ; though my
Situation was fo little propitious to this kind of labour, that

I fhould have feen myfelf obliged to throw it up, had I

not
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not been aflifted by perfons whofe generality was equal to

their zeal for the advancement of learning. This confef-

fion is due to truth. I mould likewife be guilty of extreme

ingratitude, it I omitted to make it known, that a man
of character, who had been intimately acquainted with the

two late dukes of Sully, not only gave me the firft notion

of this work, but afîifted me likewife to form the plan,

and promoted the execution by all the means which his

friendfhip or generofity could dictate.

A S U M-
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SUMMARY
OF THE

Books contained in the First Volume.

SUMMARY of the FIRST BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1 570 to 1 580. State of affairs in

the council of France, and thofe of the calvinifls, at the peace
of 1570. Rofny's extraction, and anecdotes of the houfe of

Bethune. Some account of the birth, education, and early years, or.

the prince of Navarre. Idea of the government under Henry II. Fran-
cis II. and during the firft years of the reign of Charles IX. Artifice of

queen Catherine of Medicis to ruin the huguenots. Rolhy engages him-
felf in the fervice of the king of Navarre, and follows him to Paris.

Death of the queen of Navarre. The wounding of admiral Coligny,

and other caufes of fufpicion, which the court gave to the proteftants.

Profound diffimulation of Charles IX. MafTacre of St. Bartholomew j a
particular relation of this event. Obfervations and reflections upon it.

The conduct of Charles IX. and admiral Coligny. In what manner the

king of Navarre and Rolhy efcaped being mafTacred. Education of
Rolhy. The calvinifls refume courage, and retrieve their affairs. Flight

of the prince of Condé. Imprifonment of the princes. The infurrec-

tion of Shrove Tuefday. Death of Charles IX. His character. Hen-
ry III. returns to France, and declares war againflthe huguenots. Flight

of Moniteur and the king of Navarre. The queen-mother deceives

them by the peace called the Peace ofMonfieur. The war is renewed.
Military rencounters, and taking of cities. Rofny's firft exploits in arms.

Vol. I. d The
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The peace of 1 577. Conferences between the queen-mother and the

king of Navarre. More military expeditions. Taking of Cahors, &c.
Faults committed by Rofny.

SUMMARY of the SECOND BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1 580 to the year 1 587. Affairs of

Flanders. The United Provinces offer their crown to Monfieur :

he goes to Holland ; Rofny attends him. The taking of Château-Cam-
breiis, &c. Monfieur furprifes the citadel of Cambrai : he goes to

England ; returns to France ; is hated by the Dutch and the protef-

tants on account ofthe treachery attempted by him at Antwerp; difcon-

certed by the prince of Orange. Rofny dilfatisfied with Monfieur,

who, finding all his fchemes blafted, returns to France. Rofny re-

turns likewhe, after having vifited the city of Bethune. Spain makes
offers to the king of Navarre. Rofny fent to the court of France by

the king of Navarre : he vifits Monfieur. Death of that prince. Rof-

ny's fécond journey to Paris, and negotiation there : his marriage. Do-
meftic employments. Origin, formation, and progrefs, of the League.

Henry III. joins the League againft the king of Navarre. Divifions in

the calvinift party ; the views of its chiefs. Rofny is again fent to Pa-

ris by the king of Navarre, to obfervethe motions of the League. An.

attempt upon Angers ; fails. A dangerous journey taken by Rofny.

The prince of Condé in extream peril. The king of Navarre in great

perplexities. Military expeditions. Rofny negotiates an alliance be-

tween the two kings. The taking of Talmont, Fontenay, &c. Rofny
goes to vifit and afiift his wife during the calamity of the plague.

Fruitlefs interviews between the queen-mother and the king of Na-
varre. A feries of military expeditions. Rofny defeats one of the ene-

mies fquadrons. Other fucceffes of the calvinifts ; a declared perfec-

tion againft them. Madame de Rofny in great danger. Rofny's fe-

cret journey to Paris. The duke of Joyeufe leads an army into Poitou,

and is beat by the king of Navarre at Coutras ; a particular account of

this battle.

SUMMARY of the THIRD BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1587 to the year 1590. Errors com-
mitted by the king of Navarre and the proteftants, after the

battle of Coutras. Secret defigns of the prince of Condé, the count of

Soifions, and the vifcount Turenne. Death of the prince of Condé ;

obfervations
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obfervations upon his death. The battle of the Barricades, and the

conlequences ; reflections upon this event. The duke and cardinal of
Guile affaffinated ; reflections and obfervations on this occafion. Death
of Catherine de Medicis. The pufillanimity of Henry III. with reipect

to the League. Rofny negotiates a treaty of alliance between the two
kings ; the difguft he receives upon this occafion. Interview of the

two kings. The duke of Ma'ienne fits down before Tours; military

exploits on both fides. Battle of Foffeufe, at which Rofny is prefent.

Death of madame de Rofny. Military fucceffes of the two kings.

Siege of Paris. Death of Henry III. particulars of this affaffi nation.

Henry IV. afks counfel of Rofny; the perplexing fituation of this

prince. The difpolitions of the feveral officers in the royalift. army with

refpect to him. Rofny furprifes Meulan. Military expeditions. A
particular account of the battle of Arques, at which Rofny was prefent.

Skirmiihes at Pollet. Henry IV. often in danger. An attempt upon
Paris. Rencounters and lieges of different places. Digreffions upon
thole Memoirs. Siege of Meulan. A Spanilh army in France. Rof-
ny defends Paffi. The battle of Ivry ; particulars of this battle. Rof-
ny often in great danger ; is wounded in feveral places ; he is carried by
his own orders to Rofny: Henry I Vs affectionate behaviour to him there.

SUMMARY of the FOURTH BOOK.

TV /T E M O I R S from 1 590 to 1 592. A mutiny in Henry's army

XVX after the battle of Ivry ; diffipations of the finances, and other

caiifes of the little advantages he derived from it. Cities taken. At-
tempts on others; difappointed. The taking of the fuburbs of Paris;

the fiege of this city; particulars relating to this fiege ; the caufes

which obliged Henry to raife it. The prince of Parma leads an

army thither ; his encampment, and other military details. An
error committed by Henry : he obliges the Prince of Parma to

retire. The fiege of Chartres. An adventure wherein Rofny is in

danger of being killed : he retires to Rofny in difcontent. Succefs

of Henry IV's arms. The taking of Corbie, Noyon, écc. An en-

terprife upon Mante. The duke of Montpcnlier's expeditions in Nor-
mandy. Preparations for the fiege of Rouen ; errors committed at

this fiege. Mutual animofities between the lbldiers and officers of Hen-
ry's army. Attacks, affaults, and other particulars of this fiege. The
prince of Parma comes again with an army into France. The inlblence

of the council of fixteen. Henry advances to meet the prince of Parma.

An enterprife boldly feconded by the duke oFNevers. The battle of

3 d 2 Aumale;
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Aumale; particulars of this battle, and obfervations upon it. Ileiwy
raifcs the iiege of Rouen : marches, encampments, rencounters, and
battles, betwixt him and the prince of Parma, in the neighbourhood
of Rouen.' Obfervations upon thefe battles. A glorious exploit of
the prince of Parma at the paffage of the Seine. Henry's army refufes

to purfue him ; the caufes of this refufal ; and reflections upon it.

SUMMARY of the FIFTH BOOK.

TV/f"EMOIRS from 1 592-— 1593. A fuccinct account of the

JLVJL ifate of affairs in the provinces of France during the years

1 59 1 and 1592. Intrigues carried on by the count of Soiilons : his

character. An abridgment of the duke of Epernon's hiftory : his dif-

obedience; his character. Several parties formed in thefouthern pro-

vinces of Fiance : a fhort account of what palled there. The fiege of
Villemur. The fiege of Epernai, where marfhal Biron is flain : his

eulogium. Death of the prince of Parma. Rofny marries again,

and retires in diicontent. The caufe of it. He intercepts the me-
moirs of the negotiations between Spain and the League. A detail

and examen of thofe papers. A third party formed in France : the

perfons who compofe it ; and their views. Henry follows Rofny's ad-
vice. The wife and cautious conduct obferved by them both. Con-
verfations betwixt them, wherein Rofny prevails upon him to change
his religion. Henry founds the proteftants upon this refolution. Rofny's

conference with Bellozane, the two Durets, and Du-Perron. Con-
ditions offered by the League to Henry; with what defign ; rejected.

The meeting of the (fates of Paris. A project of the prince of Parma's
badly executed. Difunion of the catholic chiefs in thefe fiâtes : their

intrigues and artifices to fupplant each other. The parliament of Paris

publishes an arret. The zeal of its members, for the honour of the

crown. The truce. The great wifdom and ability of Henry in pro-

fiting of the diifenfions among the chiefs of the League. Conduct of
Villeroi and Jeannin. Rofny gives the king very prudent advice. The
fiege of Dreux; taken by Rofny's means. Henry removes all obftacles

to his converfion. Particulars relating to his abjuration.

SUMMARY of the SIXTH BOOK.

MEMOIRS from 1 592— 1 594. Conduct of Henry with re-

gard to the Pope, Spain, the League, and the huguenots, after

his abjuration. Another truce. Artifices of Spain. Barriefe's at-

tempt
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tempt upon the life of Henry. The jefuits accufed and cleared of this

crime. Rolhy begins a negotiation with admiral Villars, todilengage

him from the party of the League. Fefcamp iurpriied by a very extra-

ordinary method. A dilpute raifed about this fort. Several cities fur-

render to Henry. Rolhy 's journey to Rouen : a detail of his negoti-

ations with Villars. The character of that governor. Rolhy is em-
ployed by Henry to effect a reconciliation betwixt the duke of Mont-
penlier and the count of Soiffons, and to break off the marriage of the

later with the princely Catherine. He vifits the duchefs of Aumale
at Anet. A farther account of his negotiations with Villars, Médavy,

and others. The treaty with Villars, alter many obftaclcs, concluded.

Henry is received into Paris. Circumltances relating to this reduction.

Several inilanc.es of the generality and clemency, of this prince- An
accommodation with Villcroi. Rofny's third journey to Rouen. Vil-

lars fends away the deputies of Spain and the League. The ceremony

with which Rouen was furrendered to the king. The conditions upon
which Rolhy confents to receive any gratuities. Villars comes to court.

An inftance of Henry's generality. Lyons fubmits to the king, not-

withftanding the endeavours of the duke de Nemours to the contrary.

Poitiers, Cambrai, and other cities do the fame. The taking of La-Ca-
pelle by the Spaniards. The fiege of Laon commences. The affairs

which oblige Rofny to return to Paris : his converfation with the car-

dinal of Bourbon : he fupports the jefuits in their procefs with the uni-

verfity and curates of Paris : he returns to the liege of Paris. A far-

ther account of the liege. Henry's indefatigable labours there. A
great convoy of Spaniards defeated by Biron. Rclhy prefent at this

rencounter. The king dilpleafed with Biron. The Spaniards endea-

vour in vain to throw fupplies into Laon.

SUMMARY of the SEVENTH BOOK.

EMOIRS from the year 159410 the year 1596. Henry
diffatisfied with the duke of Bouillon ; and why. The motives

for Rofny's journey to Sedan : his converfation with Bouillon : in

which he penetrates into his defigns, and difcovers his real character.

The taking of Laon. Military expeditions in different parts of the

kingdom, beiwixt the king's party and that of the League. Defigns

of the duke of Maïenne upon Burgundy. Death of the cardinal of

Bourbon. Death of the fuperintendant D'O: his character. Character

of the duchefs of Guife. The duke of Guife makes a treaty with the

king. Rofny's apology for this treaty. Services performed by the duke

of



SUMMARY.
of Guife for his majefty. Character of Sancy. The (lory of Ali-

bouft. Changes made in the council of the finances. Maxims
and reflections relating to the finances. Henry declares war againft

Spain, contrary to Rofny's opinion : he is wounded by John Châtel :

particulars of this horrid attempt; and the baniihment of the jefuits.

The motives which determine Henry to march into Burgundy. Rofny
quarrels with the council of the finances. Defertion of the count of

Soifions. Rofny infulted by the count's officers. A campaign in Pi-

cardy. The French defeated at Dourlens. Death of admiral Villars.

Campaign in Burgundy glorious for Henry IV. Battle of Fontaine-

Françoiie. Conditions upon which the Pope gives abfolution to Henry.

The conduce of Cardinal D'Ofiat examined. Henry goes to Picardy.

LolTes fuftained there by France. The duke of Montpenfier reveals to

the king the plots of the chief noblemen of the kingdom. Bouillon is

lent to London. Jealoufy and hatred of the council of finances againft

Rofny.

SUMMARY of the EIGHTH BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1596— 1597. Siege of La-Fére.

The king taken ill. Military enterprizes : lbme executed ;

others blafted. Death of the duke of Nemours, and of the duke of Ne-
vers. Embezzlement of the finances. Rofny goes to Henry at Amiens :

his adventure with an aftrologer. Madame de Liancourt in great dan-

ger. Rofny's journey to Rouen : he is deputed to the princefs to pre-

vail upon her to efpoufe the duke of Montpenfier : the treatment he

receives from her : in danger of being difgraced upon this occafion :

recovers the favour of the princefs. Succefs of the king's arms in dif-

ferent provinces. Oppofition made by the financiers to Rofny's being

appointed one of the council of finances. Henry's irrefolution upon
this head, who at laft places him in the council. The duke of Ma-
j'enne concludes a treaty with the king, and comes to his majefty at

Monceaux. Rofny goes to viiit the generalities : calumnies of his ene-

mies upon this occafion : his journey of great uie to the king. Roihy's

di (pûtes with Sancy : he difcovers the artifices and frauds of the coun-

cil of finances. The affembly des notables held at Rouen. Reflections

upon the ftates of the kingdom. Good counfel given by Sully to the

king. The refult of this alTembly. The council of reafon eftabli.hed,

and afterwards fuppreiTed. Roihy's labours in the finances.

S U M-



SUMMARY.
SUMMARY of the NINTH BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1 597— 1 598. Diverfions at court.

The Spaniards furprifc Amiens. Rofhy contrives the means of

retaking this place : he is put at the head of the council of finances in

the king's abfence : his labours in the finances, and difputes with

the council. The fiege of Amiens, all the necelTaries for which

are fupplied by Rofhy. The proteitants mutiny again, during this fiege:

their defigns. Death of St. Luc. Henry promifes Rofhy the port of

grand-raafter of the ordnance ; but gives it to D'Eftrées. Rofny made
governor of Mante. The Spaniards attempt in vain to fuccour Amiens.

It is taken. An account of Henry's letters upon different lubjects.

Enterprifes after the fiege of Amiens : fome fail, others are executed.

Negotiations for a peace. Henry IV. goes into Brittany. Cabals of

the calvinifts to obtain a favourable edict. Henry gives audience to the

Englilh and Dutch ambalTadors, who cannot prevail upon him to con-

tinue the war. Edict of Nantz. Henry's converfation with the duke
of Bouillon. A fingular converfation between Henry IV, and Rofny,.

upon the diflblution of his marriage, and his paflion for the duchefs

of Beaufort. Henry returns to Paris : goes to Picardy. Concluiion

and ceremonies of the peace of Vervins.

SUMMARY of the TENTH BOOK.

MEMOIRS from the year 1598— 1599. Part of the troops

difbanded. Ordinances upon grain ; the wearing of fwords ;

and other regulations upon the finances, the police, public works, &c.
Qucftion of the true or fiilfe Don Sebaftian. Conferences held at

Boulogne between Spain and England, but without effect. The
duchefs of Beaufort labours with her partizans to be declared queen.

The firmnefs and refolution with which fhe is oppofed by Rofny : he
quarrels with her : they are reconciled by Henry. A converfation be-

twixt this prince and his miftrefs upon that fubject. Henry's ficknefs.

Reception of the iegat at St. Germain. Labours of Rofny in the

finances. Qualities heceffary for a ltatefman. Rofny gives an account

of his wealth; his character; his manner of living, ccc. The deplo-

rable condition to which France was reduced by the wars. Sums ex-

pended for the treaties made with the League. Arrets which were
pubhfhed. Rofny has a difpute with the duke of Epernon : labours

with



SUMMARY.
with Henry to re&ify the abufes in the finances. The abilities of this

prince for government. Singular tranfactions. Expofition, examen,
and artifice of the laft will of Philip II. The archduchefs comes
to Marfeilles. Oppofition of the clergy of France to the marriage of
the princefs Catherine with the duke of Bar ; cardinal D'Ofiat's con-
duel upon this occafion : a conference held between the catholics and
proteftants for the converfion of this princefs, but without fuccefs :

Henry orders the marriage to be folemnized by the archbifhop of
Rouen : humorous converfation upon this fubjecl. The clergy and
parliament oppofe the regiftration cf the edict of Nantz ; alterations

made in it; aflembly of the proteftants ; artifices of the duke ofBou-
illon upon this occafion : the edict regiftrated. The affair of Martha
Brofiier. Gratuities and employments given by Henry to Rofny. The
ftrange deaths of the conftable's wife, and of the duchefs of Beaufort:

Henry's grief for the iofs of the duchefs : Rofny comforts him.

MEMOIRS
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SULLY.
BOOK I.

7°«THEY flattered themfelves at the court of Charles IX.
T

that the miferies which befel the protectants under the v.—^—

w

preceding reigns, would at laft oblige them either to

iubmit to the king's will, or to leave the kingdom.

The deatli of the prince of Condé *, their leader, the lofs of two
jarnac anci

great battles, the utter difperfion of their foldiers, and the little Moncon-

probability of their being able to re-animate the feeble remainder tour-

of their troops, difcouraged by a long train of misfortunes, all con-

tributed to perfuade them, that the moment of their ruin ap-

proached
-f-.

A courage fuperior to all events, fupported them in

* Lewis the firff, prince of Condé, bro-

ther of Antony king of Navarre, and fon

of Charles of Bourbon, duke of Vendôme.
Me was taken prilbncr at the battle of

Jarnac, in the year 1560, and murdered
by a piltol-fhot in the back part of his

head, by the baron de Montefquiou. This
gentleman being captain of the guards to

the duke of Anjou, that prince

filled of having commanded him
: he prince of Conde.

Vol. I.

f The reader muft not forget, that it

is a proteftant who (peaks in thefe me-
moirs : the condition in which religion

and politics arc at prefent in France,

leaves no room to apprehend any bad

confequcnccs to cither from what Mon-
fieur de Sully can fay in favour of the pre-

tended reformed religion. One may even,

from the author's own words in fe\ eral

places, draw very ftrong arguments for

the unity of religion in a kingdom, and

B circumftances
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1570. circumftances fo diftrefsful: they recalled their foldiers, who were
<——v -' Scattered throughout the provinces; and who now began to draw

together from Burgundy, Bourbon, and Berry. La Charité was
named for the place of their general rendezvous; Vezelai, and fome
other towns, Still holding out for them in that neighbourhood. They
had even the boldnefs to promife themfelves, they Should fpread

the alarm as far as Paris, as loon as they were reinforced by fome
considerable Supplies of horfe and foot, that they expected from

Germany.

This news gave great uneafinefs to the queen-mother, Cathe-

rine de Medicis; but She nattered herfelf, that it would not be dif-

ficult to hinder their junction, and afterwards to difperfe the troops,

which She fuppofed would be by that means thrown into a conster-

nation. For this purpofe She ordered a powerful army to march.

Strozzy*, La Châtre, Tavannes, La Valette, and all the general

officers in France, were defirous of Serving in it ; and the maréchal

Artus de de Coiîe-j-*, who was to have the Supreme command, Suffered himfelf
CoiK lord to be intoxicated with the glory he Should acquire, by extirpating
° f

|

G
°!!T^ even the laft huguenot Soldier, and bringing the chiefs of the party

who died m ,»,?,. , »
° , " 1

r }

1582. bound hand and foot to the queen-mother: but he was loon un-

deceived: the proteftant army received him with great intrepidity;

they were always the firSt to offer battle; in the fkirmiShes, which

were frequent, the advantage was wholly on their fide ; and they

even carried away a kind of victory at the encounter of Arnai-le-

duc ~\. So much obstinacy convinced the queen-mother, that to

the advantage the catholic religion has tholomew," fays he, " he ran through

over the proteftant. See what is faid " the ftreets of Paris, crying, Let blood,

on thii fubjeâ in the preface to this " let blood ; bleeding is as good in the

work. " month of Auguft as in May. His fon,

* Philip Strozzy, lord of Epernay, fon " who has written his memoirs, relates,

of Peter Strozzy, maréchal of France. " that his father being upon his death-

Claude de la Châtre, afterwards maréchal " bed, made a general confefiïon of the

of France. John de Nogaret, father of " fins of his life ; after which his confef-

the duke d'Epernon. Gafpard de Saulx " for faying to him, with an air of afto-

de Tavannes, who was alio maréchal of " nifhment, Why ! you fpeak not a word

France ; he had been page to Francis I. " of St. Bartholomew. I look upon that,

and was at that time one of the counfel- " replied the maréchal, as a meritorious

lors and confidents of Catherine de Me- " action, which ought to atone for all

dicis. His character may be known by " the fins I have ever committed,

the following traits, which I fhall copy f It was expected from appearances,

from the author of the Henriade in his that the maréchal de Colic would beat the

, p. 34. " In the night of St. Bar- hugenot army, or at leaft prevent it from

ruin
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ruin the proteftant party it would be neceflary to have recourfe to

other meafures than war. Treachery Teemed to her the fecureftj

and, in order to gain time to prepare for it, The liftened (b favourably

to propoials for an accommodation, that a peace was concluded

when it was leaft expected, and upon conditions very advantageous

for the huguenots. This was the peace
||

of 1570. After which,

during the fpace of two years, each party tailed the fweets of a re-

pofe, that had been equally defired by both.

My father J retired to his houfe at Rofny, and employed him-

felf in fettling his domeftic affairs. As it is the biitory of my own
life, jointly with that or' the prince whom I ferved, that will make
the fubjectof thefe memoirs, 'tis neceflary that I fhould give fome

account of my family and perlbn. By fatisfying the curiofity of the

public in thefe particulars, I mult intreat, that neither vanity nor

affectation be imputed to me, fince a Ariel: regard to truth is my only

inducement for relating whatever may appear advantageous for me,

either here, or in the fucceeding parts of thefe Mem
" yourable and happy." \ ol. I. book v.

p. 327. In this fame year the huguenots

gained the battle of Luçon, and took

Marennes, the ifle of Oleron, Brouagc,

Xaintcs, &c.

||
By this treaty of peace, many privi-

, which they had been deprived,

were reitored to them, the number of

their churches were augmented, and four

cities were given them for fecurity, La
Rochelle, Montauban, Cognac, and La

This peace was, ugned the nth
of Auguft, and was called the lame and

ill-founded peace, beçaufe it was con-

cluded in the name of the king by Biron,

who was lame, and by N. de Mefmes,

lord "i aialanT/.e, which in French fig-

iil founded.

1
is de Bethune, Baron de Rofny,

I in the year 1575. His fuit wife

was < lotte ] , daughter of Ro-
bert Dauvet, lord de Rieux, prefident of

the chamber ot accounts, and of Anne
; by whom he had children,

.ill be mentioned here-

afi sr. His fécond wife 1

Louvigny, who brought him no ifiuc.

'.

approaching Paris : neither the one nor

the other he performed ; on the contrary,

he was obliged to retreat, after a very

fmart encounter, and from thenceforward

contented himfelf with watching the mo-
ke enemy. In this en

the calvinifts were commanded by the

prince of Navarre and the prince of Condé
his coufin-german, the one fixteen, the

other feventeen years of age, and by the

admiral de Coligny. Peter Matthieu,

the hiitorian, relates thefe words of Hen-
ry IV. after he had afcended the throne :

(peaking of this encounter of Arnai-le-

duc, wt My firft exploits in arms, laid

" thispii: uai-le-duc,where
" the queition was, whether I fhould

" fight or retire. I had no retreat nearer
" than forty miles from thence, and if I

" fluid, I muft certainly lie at the raer-

the country people. :

ran the rill: of being taken or

" ilain, for I had no cannon, and the

" king's forces had ; and a

" was killed not ten paces diftaat from
" mc with a cannon (hot : bul

" mending the fuccefs of this day to

" God, it pie: ke it fa-
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1J70. Maximilian is my baptiimal name, and Bethune that of my
' C*~~' • family *, which derives its origin, by the houfe of Coucy, from

the ancient houfe of Auftria: we muft not, however, confound

it with that which is at prefent in poffefiion of the empire of

Germany, and the two Spains. This laft is defcended only from
the counts of Habfbourg and Quibourg f, private gentlemen, who
three hundred years fince were in the pay of the cities of Strafbourg,

Bafi, and Zurich, and who would have thought themfelves highly

honoured by being ftewards of the houfhold to fuch a prince as

the king of France; fince Raoul, chief of this fécond houfe of

Auftria, held a like employment under Ottocar king of Bohemia.

* Thefe particulars relating to the

houfe of Bethune, are drawn from the

body of the ancient memoirs of Sully, and

the pieces joined to them ; but it v/ill be

fafeft to rely on the beft modern genealo-

gies, whole opinions we fhall mention
hereafter.

t It was long believed, that the houfe

of Auftria was defcended from the counts

of Habfbourgh, or Thierftein. The wri-

tings of the abbey de Mure, or Muri, in

Switzerland, carelefly confulted by The-
odore Godefroy, and upon his word a-

dopted by the beft criticks, and even

by father Le Long, have given rife to

this error ; but by thefe writings better

examined, by the charters of the mona-
ftery of St. Trutpert, and other acts, it

appears, that this houfe is originally from

Brifgaw, that it is defcended from the

ancient counts of Alface, and goes back,

by Luitfrid, Rampert, Otpert, &c. counts

of Habfbourgh and landgraves of Alface,

not only to Gontran the rich, count of

Altembourgh, who lived in the beginning

of the tenth century, but even to A-
delric or Ethic the firft, called duke of

Germany, eighteenth anceftor of Raoul

or Rodolph the firft, to the middle of

the feventh century. This feems to be

fufficiently well eftablifhed by the new
work in Latin of father Marquard Hergott,

a benediclin, printed at Vienna 1737,
in three volumes, folio, entitled, The
diplomatic genealogy of the auguft houfe

of Habfbourgh, &c. See alfo the learned

and judicious extract of this work, in-

ferted in the Journal des Sçavans, March,
April, and June, 1740. Befides this gene-

ral error, our Memoirs feem to have fallen

into two other particular ones. It is cer-

tain, we ought not to confound this fé-

cond houfe of Auftria with that which
had the pofleflion of Auftria, &c. till the

year 1248, that Frederick the laft of it

died, and which drew its origin from the

ancient dukes of Suabia; but we want
proofs of the houfe of Bethune's being

allied to that of Suabia, or the firft houfe

of Auftria, tho' it was to the fécond, by
the houfe of Coucy. The duke of Sully

probably gave credit to the ancient fa-

ble, that derives the houfe of Auftria

from Sigebert, fon of Theodebert, king
of Auftrafia, and has applied it not to

the fécond houfe of Auftria, but to the

firft, although the one is no more true

than die other. He has reafon for fay-

ing afterwards, that Raoul or Rodolph,

count of Habfbourgh, and the firft of this

houfe that was emperor, had been fteward

of the houfhold to Ottocar, king of
Bohemia ; and that Albert his fon, e-

leiffed emperor likewife, was the firft of
his houfe who took the title of duke of
Auftria, which happened in 1274, when
Rodolph gained the dutchies of Auftria,

Stiria, Carniola, &c. from Ottocar his

rival ; but he ought at the fame time to"
have done more juftice than he has to

the antiquity of this houfe.
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1570. Happy, if, during the courfe of my life, my conduct may be fuch,
• v~—"

'
that fo many illuftrious men difdain not to acknowledge me, nor I

have occafion to blufh that I am defcended from them.

At length the houfe of Bethune, growing every day more illu-

ftrious, became allied * to almoft all the fovereign houfes in Europe ;

it entered into that of Auftria J, and to conclude with what honoured
it infinitely more, the auguft houfe of Bourbon

||
did not contemn its-

alliance.

But I muft confefs, that the branch from which I am defcended,

had then loft much of its firft fplendor. It was the iilue of a

younger brother -j-, and the pooreft of all who have borne this name.
The eldeft branch having three times fallen into the female line, all

the great eftates it pofieffed in different parts of Europe did not go tp

the collateral branches, but went with the daughters to the royal

houfes they married into.

My particular anceftors, by mam ing advantageoufly, reftored to

their branch what it wanted to maintain the dignity of its name , but

all thefe riches were almoft entirely diffipated by the prodigality and

declared regent of the empire, during the and the arms. The houfe of Guines was
minority of Philip de Courtenay his not lefs ancient and illuftrious than that

foh. of Coucy.
* See in Du Chefne and father Anfelm,

||
By the houfes of Chatillon, Neelle,

all the alliances of the houfe of Bethune Montmorency, Luxembourgh, and laftly

with different princes of France; with the by the houfe of Melun.
emperors of Conftantinople, the counts of

' Anne de Melun, lady of Rofny, who
Flanders, Hainault, Boulogne, the kings married John IV. de Bethune, reckoned in

oJ ' Jcrufalem, the dukes of Lorrain, the her family, fays Du Chefne, as well on
kings of Caftile, Leon, Scotland, and the fide of her father, Hugo de Melun,
England, the families of Courtenay, Cha- vifeount de Gand, as on that of Jean de
tillon, Montmorency, Melun, Horn, &c. Horn her mother, more than ten princes

% By Jean dc Coucy, who married of the blood-royal of France, and all the

John de Bethune. It mull be obferved, fovereigns of Europe,
that as often as the houfe of Coucy is f John de Bethune, anccftor in the
mentioned here, it is not in reality the fevent h degree of the duke of Sully, had
houle of Coucy but that of Guines that is two Cms, Robert and John. Robert, by
meant. The eldeft branch of this ancient three marriages, left only daughters. John

ot Coucy was extinct in the per- is the younger brother, of whom the au-
1 in of Enguexrand the fourth of Coucy. thor here fpeaks ; he was lord of Locres
'.ngucrrand de Guines, who married Alice and Autreclv .

.'.'
I mne, an-

de Coucy, the daughter of a younger other anceftor of the author's, had like-

.iiicti, revived it, by taking the name w&e't&res daughters, and no fan.

bad
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bad management of my grandfather *, who left nothing to his ibn j

iicr, hut the cftate of Anne de Melun his wife, which it was <

—

not in his power to deprive him of.

As for what relates to me perfonally : at the time of which I have

been (peaking, I entered into my eleventh year, being born the 13th

of December 1560. Although I was but the fécond -j- of four i<
,

yet the nal irai imperfections of my deleft brother J made my father

look upon me as the future head of his family; all the indications of

a ftrong and vigorous constitution recommending me ftill more to

his favour. My parents bred me in the opinions and doctrine of the

reformed religion, and I have continued confiant in the profefhon of

it ; neither threatenings, promifes, variety of events, nor the change

even of the king my protector, joined to his mod tender folicitations,

have ever been able to make me renounce it.

Henry
||

king of Navarre, who will have the principal fhare in

thefe memoirs, was feven years older than me, and when the peace

of 1570 was concluded, entered into his eighteenth year
J. A coun-

hune, baron de Bave:
lui, daughter of

1 iunt de Gand, and

heirefs of Rol-
her death, he married Jean

Du-Piv, a] man. He fold

. d'Avraincourt,

Novion, ( 1

luz, Lo I, Châtillon,

Broucy, &c. \)u Chefne, ibid.

f Fran'. i de Rof-
nv, 6;c. li it the author docs

not reckon John and Charles, who died

young. The four oth

Maximilian, Solomon, and Philip de Be-
thune. He mentions each of them in ano-

ther place.

1 drowned himfelf at twenty
, age.

I

" The houfe of Bourbon, fj-om

" Lewis IX. to Henry IV. had been al-

" mort always neglected; and to lueh

it reduced, that
" the famous prince of Condé, brother
" to Antony king of Navarre, and uncle
" to Henry the great, had no more than

" fix hundred livres a-year for his patri-

" mony." EJfay on the civil wars.

Thefe words of the author of the Hen-
riade might eafily lead one into an error,

if at the fame time we were not warned
of it by an hiftorian better informed, who
te i us, that the houfe oi Bourbon was
th;n in polTeffion of a revenue of more
than eight hundred thoufand ii.

in lands only, which was at that time

thou '. cry confiderable fortune. 'Tis

certain, that this was ail it poflefled of the

ancient eftate of Bourbon, or even of the

houfe of Moncade, the maternal ftock ;

the eftates of thefe two homes, which
came by very rich and Hluffrious alliances,

being alienated to purchafe the vifcounty

of Narbonne. Peter Matthieu-
Henry IV. vol. II. p. i and 2.

. and the genealogy of the houfe

of Bourbon, confult alio the New chrono-

logy of Peter Victor Cayet, vol. I. book i.

p. 237. and our other hiftorians.

% He was born at Pau m Beam, De-
cember 13th, 1553. Mr. de Perefixe relates

fome very curious particulars concerning

tenar.ee
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57 r. tenance noble, open, and infinuating, free, eafy, and lively manners, with
"v^J an uncommon dexterity in performing all the exercifes fuitable to his

age, drew the efteem and admiration of all that knew him. He
began early to

||
difcover thofe great talents for war, which have

fo highly diftinguifhed him among other princes. Vigorous and in-

defatigable by the education of his infancy *, he breathed nothing but

his birth. " Henry d'Albert, his grand-
" father, made his daughter promife to

" fing a fong to him while fhe was in la-

" hour ; in order, faid he, that you may
" bring me a child, who will neither weep
" nor make wry faces. The princefs had
" fortitude enough, in the midfl of her
" pains, to keep her word, and fang a

" fong in Bearnois, her own country
" language. As foon as Henry entered
" the chamber, the child came into the
" world without crying ; his grandfather
" immediately carried him to his own a-

" partment, and there rubbed his little

" lips with a clove of garlic,, and made
" him fuck fome wine out of a gold cup,
" to make his conftitution ftrong and vi-

" gorous." Perefixe's hiftory ofHenry the

great, p.i. Cayet, vol. I. booki. p. 241.

||

" This young prince, when he was
" only thirteen years of age, hadjudg-
" ment enough to obferve faults in the
" conduce of the prince of Condé, and the
" atlmiral Coligny. It was his opinion,

" and a very judicious one, that at the

" great fkirmiih at Loudun, if the duke
" of Anjou had had troops in readinefs to

" attack them, he would have done it :

" that he did not do it, but chofe to re-

" tire, was a proof of his being in a weak
" condition, and therefore they ought to

" have attacked him ; this they neglected,

" and bv that means gave time for all

'-' his troops to join him. At the bat-

" tie of Jarnac, he reprefented to them
" with equal ftrength of judgment, that

" they had nota favourable opportunity
" for fighting, becaufe the forces of the
" princes were difperfed, and thofe of
" the duke of Anjou all joined : but they
" were too far engaged to relire. At the

" battle of Moncontour, when he was but

" fixteen years of age, he cried out, We
" lofe our advantage, and confequently the
" battle." Perefixe, ibid.

* " He was brought up in the caftle

" of Coaraffe in Beam, fituated amidft
" rocks and mountains. Henry d'Albert,
" his grandfather, would have him cloath-
" ed and fed like other children in that
" country. They even accuftomed him
" to run up and down the rocks. It is

" faid, that his ordinary food was brown
" bread, beef, cheefe, and garlick ; and
" that they often made him walk barefoot
" and bareheaded." Perefixe, ibid.

"While he was in the cradle, he was
called prince of Viane. A little time after,

they gave him the title of duke of Beau-
mont, and after that prince of Navarre.

The queen of Navarre his mother took

great care of his education, and appointed

La Gaucherie, a very learned man, but a

ftridt Calvinift, for his preceptor.
" While he was yet a child, he was

" prefented to Henry II. who afked him
" if he would be his foil : He is my
" father, replied the little prince in Bear-
" nois, pointing to the king of Navarre.
" Well, faid the king, will you be my
" fon-in-law then ? Oh, with all my
" heart, anfwered the prince. From that
" time, his marriage with the princefs
" Margaret was refolved upon. AtBa-
" yonne the duke of Medina, looking at

" him earneftly, faid, This prince eith. r

" will, or ought to be an emperor." Ca-
yet, vol. I. b. i. p. 240.

In the Memoirs of Nevers we meet
with fome letters written in 1 567, by the

principal magistrates of Bourdeaux, that

contain feveral very interesting particulars

concerning the perfon and manners of

young Henry. " We have here, fays one,

labour.
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labour, and feemed to wait with impatience for occafions of acquiring 1571
glory. The crown of France not being yet the object of his alpiring *—-~v

wilhes, he indulged himfelf in forming lchemes for the recovering

that of Navarre, which Spain had unjullly ufurped from his family ;

and this he thought he might be enabled to perform, by maintaining

a fecret intelligence with the Moors in Spain *'. The enmity he

bore to this power, was open and declared ; it was born with him, and

he never condeicended to conceal it. He felt his courage enflamed

at the relation of the
-f-

battle of Lepante, which was fought at that

time ; and a like opportunity of diffinguiihing himfelf againft the in-

fidels became one of his moil: ardent wilhes. The vail and flattering

expectations which the affrologers agreed in making him conceive,

were almoft always preient to his mind. Pie law the foundation of

them in that affection which Charles IX. early entertained for him,

and which coniiderably increafed a fhort time before his death : but

animated as he was with thefe happy prefages, he laboured to fécond

them only in fecret, and never diiclofed his thoughts to any perfon but

a fmall number of his moft intimate confidents.

In order to form a jufl: idea, either of the general flate of affairs

in the government of France, or of thofe of the young prince of Na-

" the prince of Beam; it muft be con- " with an uncommon vivacity: with al!

" fefs'd, that he is a charming youth. " thefe graces, if he is not well with the
" At thirteen years of age, he has all " ladies, he is extremely unfortunate."
" the riper qualities of eighteen or nine- Again, " He loves di\edions and the
" teen: he is agreeable, polite, obliging, " pieafures of the table. When he wants
" and behaves to every one with an airïb " money, he has the addrefs to procure it

" eafy and engaging, that wherever he is, " in a manner quite new, and very a-
" there is always a crowd. He mixes in " greeable to others as well as himfelf

j

*' converfation like a wife and prudent " to thofe, whether men or women,
" man, fpeaks always to the purpofe, and " whom he thinks his friends, he fends
" when it happens that the court is the " a promiffary note, written and flgned
" fubject of difcourfe, 'tis eafy to fee that " by himfelf, and intreats them to fend
" he is perfectly well acquainted with it, " him back the note, or the fum mention-
" and never fays more nor lefs than he " ed in it. Judge, if there is a family that
" ought, in whatever place he is. I (hall " can refufe him: every one looks up >n

" all my life hate the new religion for " it as an honour to have a note from this

" having robb'd us of fo worthy a fub- " prince," &c. Vol. II. p. 586.
" ject." And in another, " His hair is * My ewe, laid Henry d'Albert, has
" a little red, yet the ladies think him brought forth a lion. And added from a fe-

" not lefs agreeable on that account: his cret prefage, This child will revenge me
" face is finely lhap'd, his nofe neither on Spain for the injuries I have received
" too large nor too fmall, his eyes full from her. Peref. ibid.

" of fweetnefs, his fkin brown but clear, t Gained this year againft the Turks
" and his whole countenance animated by Don John of Auttria, natural fon to

Vol. I. C varre,
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Paul de la

Berts, lord

ofThermes,
maréchal of

France.

varre, and what he might have to hope or fear in the times of
which we are fpeaking, 'tis neceffary to give a iummary relation of the
different fteps taken by the miniftry, both before and after the death
of the * king of Navarre his father, flain before Rouen. I fhall go
back, therefore, to the rupture that kindled the war between Henry II.

and Philip II. of Spain. To which fide ibever it owed its rife, the

event was not fo favourable to France, as convenient for the views
of the two men who advifed it. Thele were the conftable -j- de Mont-
morency, and the duke J de Guife, who hoped theiè troubles would
furnifh them with the means of reciprocally fupplanting each other.

In this war there was fufticient employment for both. The duke of
Guife, at the head of a powerful army, paffed into Italy, where he
performed nothing worthy his reputation. But the conftable was ftill

more unfuccefsful : the mod diftinguifhing poft, which was the com-
mand of the army in Flanders, he referved for himfelf, and loft St.

Quentin, with the battle of that name, where he was taken priibner.

This defeat was followed by that ofthe maréchal Thermes at Gravelins.

The duke of Guife faw all his wifhes compleated by thefe unfor-

tunate events. He was recalled from Italy, to be placed fingly at

the head of the council and armies, with which he acquired Calais to

Charles the fifth. He was generaliflimo of

the Spanifh and Venetian troops.

* Antony de Bourbon, hufband of Jane
d'Albert queen of Navarre. He turned
catholic. M. de Thou relates an anec-

dote of him, which we cannot do better

than give in the words of the author of

the Henriade. " Francis de Guile did

" defign to afiaffinate him in the cham-
" ber of king Francis II. Antony de
" Navarre had a great deal of courage,
" though his judgment was weak ; he
" was informed of the plot, yet went re-
" folutely into the chamber where it was
" to be executed. If they murder ine,

" (aid he to Reinfy, one of his gentlemen,
" take my bloody fhirt, and carry it to

" my wife and fon : that will teach them
" what they ought to do to revenge me.
" Francis the fécond durft not ftain him-
" felf with this crime; and the duke of
" Guife at leaving his chamber, exclaim-
" cd, What a poor king have we !"

t Anne, conftable of Montmorency.

He received a wound at the battle of St.

Denis, October io, 1567, of which he
died.

J Claude de Lorrain, a item of the

houfe of Guife in France, had fix fons,

Francis, duke of Guife; Charles, archbi-

fhop of Rheims, called cardinal of Lorrain ;

Claude, duke of Aumale; Lewis, cardinal

of Guile; Francis, grand prior; and
René, marquis d'Elbeeuf. Francis the

eldefl, is he whom the author here men-
tions. He married Anne d'Eft, and was
murdered in 1563, with three poifoned

balls, by the hand of John Poltrot deMeri,
a gentleman of Angoumois. Poltrot im-
peached the admiral, the count de la

Rochefoucault, and Theodore de Bcze, as

accomplices in his crime; but afterwards

varying in his accufations, theadmiial was
declared innocent. His titles were, duke
ofGuife arid Aumale, prince of Joinville,

knight of the order of the king, peer, grand

maftcr, grand chamberlain, and giand

hunti'man of France.

France.
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France. The conftable in his prifon felt all the force of this blow ; 1571

and being reiblved to go and defend his rights at any price, he treated v-"""V
of a peace with Spain. It was not indeed an honourable one for the

kin» his matter, but it releafed him from captivity. The death of

king Henry II. entirely funk his credit *. This prince was ilain in the

inidit of the magnificent rejoicings on account of his daughter's mar-

riage with the king of Spain, which was the feal of the peace.

Francis II. who fucceeded him, was young, weak and infirm : he had

married the niece -j~ of the duke of Guile, and that nobleman became

in his turn the ible governor of the king and kingdom. The prote-

ctants could not have fallen into the hands of a more cruel enemy. He
was bulled in forming vaft projects, and meditating the ftrangeft

catastrophes in France, when he himfelf experienced the viciflitudee

of fortune. A fudden death, occafioned by a pain in his ear j:, depri-

ved him of Francis II. The reign of Charles IX. his brother, yet

an infant, was lingular in this, that the authority feemed to be equally

divided amongft the queen-mother, the princes of the blood, the

conftable, and the duke of Guile. Each of them in fecret fupported

a party of his own. The good deftiny of the duke of Guife placed

him a fécond time at the head of affairs, by the union that Catherine

made with him. Upon this union fhe even founded the principal

part of her politics ; and 'tis pretended, the hatred (he began to

ihew towards the princes of Bourbon, had a great (hare in it : this

averfion arofe from her having taken it into her head, upon the faith

of an aftrologer, that none of the princes her fons fhould have if-

fue, in which cafe the crown muff, pafs to a branch of the houfe of

Bourbon. She could not relblve to fee it go out of her family, and

therefore deftined it to the potterity of her
||

daughter, who was mar-

ried to the duke of Lorrain. Whatever there may be in this predilec-

tion of the queen-mother * *, it is certain, fhe gave birth to two parties

* Struck in the eye with a fplinter of a (laughters, which Catherine de Medicis
lance in a tournament, where he ran had by her marriage with Henry II. She
. _.

i'.inil the count de Montgomery, July married the duke of Lorrain, and had

10, 1559. children by him.

t Mary Stuart, queen of Scotland, ** M. L'Abbé le Laboureur, in his ad-

daughter ofJames V. king of Scotland, and ditions to the Memoirsof Caftelnau, afligns

tarj of Lorrain, of the houfe of Guile. another reafon for queen Catherine's hatred

X The abi'ceis that he had in this part to the king of Navarre: he declares he
to a mortification, he died the 5th read in thele memoirs, that this prince

oi December, 1560. No more was need- and the duke d'Alencon being prifoners

fultoraifeafufpicionof his being poil'oned. together, they plotted toftrangl

Claude of .France, the fécond of three mother with their own hands, when ihe

C 2 in
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in politics as well as religion, which began from that moment
to fill the kingdom with confufion, horror, and the moil dreadful

calamities.

Gafpard de

Coligny,

lord of Chà-
tillon-fur-

Loing, ad-

miral of

France.

Philip Gou-
rau de la

Proûtiere.

This dreadful tempeft feemed folely formed to buift upon the

head of the young prince of Navarre. The * king of Navarre, his

father, was juft then dead : his death, indeed, left a prince and a

king to be head of the reformed religion in France : but this prince

was a child of feven years of age, and the mark at which all the

blows of the new council were aimed, who acted in concert with the

pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, and all the catholics of Eu-
rope. In effect, this party experienced the moft cruel reverfes of

fortune; yet, by the wife conduct of its chiefs, and the early talents

of young Henry, it fupported itfelf with glory till the peace of 157c*

at which period thefe Memoirs commence.

Prince Henry made ufe of the quiet that was given him, to vifit

his eftates, and his government of Guyenne ; after which he came
and fettled in Rochelle, with the queen of Navarre his mother, the

admiral de Coligny, and the principal chiefs of the proteftant party,

to whom this important city, far diftant from the court, fetmed

moft advantageous for the intereft of their religion. A very wife

refolution, had they been capable of adhering to it conftantly.

Queen Catherine diffembled the trouble this conduct gave her, and

during the whole year 1 57 1, fpoke only of faithfully obferving the

treaties, of entering into a clofer correfpondence with the proteftants,

and carefully preventing all occafions of rekindling the war. This

was the pretence of the maréchal de Coifle's deputation, whom me
fent to Rochelle with MalafTize and La Proûtiere, mafters of requefts,

her creatures and confidents; but the true motive was to obferve all

the fteps of the calvinifts, to found their inclinations, and draw them
infenfibly to an entire confidence in her, which was abfolutely necefiary

to her defigns ; and fhe forgot nothing on her fide that was capable of

came into their chamber. This defign

was not executed through the horror they

themfelves felt at the fac~r; and the king

of Navarre afterwards but ill concealing

the fecret, Catherine de Medicis was to

the laft degree enraged againft him.

* The author is miftaken in placing

the death of Antony king of Navarre in

1560; it did not happen till 1562, by a

wound he received at the fiege of Rouen.
See his character and eulogium in the Me-
moirs of Brantôme, vol. III. p. 242.

infpiring
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infpiring it. The maréchal de Montmorency * was fent to Rouen with 1 571

.

Bernard
the prelident de Morfan, to do juftice there for the outrages com-

mitted againir. the huguenots ; any infringements of the treaty of PrévoT
peace were feverely punifhed ; and king Charles ufually called it his lord of

treaty, and his peace. This prince would on all occafions artfully Morlan.

infmuate, that he confentcd to this peace, in order to fupport the

princes of his blood againll the too great authority of the Guiles, whom
he accufed of conlpiring with Spain to throw the kingdom into

confulion -f. Thefe noblemen feemed daily to decreafe in favour ;

and their complaints, whether true or falfe, gave all imaginable co-

lour to this report. Charles did not even make the leafr. difficulty of

advancing as far as Blois and Bourgueil, to confer with the prote-

ftants, who for their deputies had named J Téligny, fon-in-law to

the admiral, Briquemaut, Beauvais-la-Nocle, and Cavagne; and thefe

four deputies, when they went afterwards to Paris, were loaded with

prefents and civilities.

The maréchal de Cofle did not fail to give weight to thefe appear-

ances of fincerity: having by that means inlinuated himfelf, he began

to confer in earneft with the queen of Navaire on the fcheme
of marrying the prince her fon to the princefs Margaret, filter to the

king of France ; and was commiffioned by Charles to promile a por-

tion of four hundred thoufand crowns. For the
||

prince of Condé,

* Francis de Montmorency, eldeft fon the fame moment that the duke came out

of Anne, conltable of Montmorency, died of it, for having, in playing, touched him
in 1579- with a file. ibid. 376.

f Charles IX. had a natural averfion to % Charles, lord of Téligny in Rou-
the duke of Guife. He was fo offended at ergue, Montreuil, &c. married to Louifa

his having demanded the princefs Mar- de Coligny. He had fomcthing fo fweet

garet his filter in marriage, that (peaking and amiable in his countenance, that at

on this fubject one day to the grand prior the mafiacre of St. Bartholomew, thofe

of France, natural fon of Henry II. he perfons who were firft fent to afiaffinate

faid, fhewing him two fwords, " Of thefe him, flopped as in fufpence, and had not
" two fwords that thou feeft, there is one refolution enough to ftrike the blow.
« of them tn> kill thee, if to-morrow at Francis Briquemaut. John de Lafin, called

« the chace thou doll: not kill the duke of Beauvais-la-Nocle, to diitinguifh him from
" Guife with the other." Thefe words Philip de Lafin his eldeft brother. The au-

were repeated afterwards to the duke of thor wrote Tavannes, but we mult read

Guife, who quitted his purfuit. F.Mat- Cavagne. Arnaud de Cavagne was a coun-
thieu, book vi. p. 333. The fame hifto- fellor of the parliament of Touloufe.

nan adds, that Charles IX. purfued the
||
Henry the firft, prince of Condé: Ma-

duke of Guife one day with a javelin in his ry of Cleves, marchionefs d'Ifle, related to

hand, and ftruck it forcibly into a door, at the Guiles, and brought up in the court

he



"H

l S7*

Armand de

Gontault de

Biron,

maréchal of
France.

William of
Naflau,

prince of

Orange.

MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book î.

he propofed the third heirefs of Cleves, a very confiderable match ;

and the * countefs d' Entremont for the admiral de Coligny, whom
he rightly judged would be more difficult than all the others to be

perfuaded : to this laft article, therefore, he added a nuptial prefent

of a hundred thoufand crowns, which the king engaged to give the

admiral, together with all the benefices his brother the cardinal had
enjoyed

-f-.
The maréchal de Biron was fent to confirm thefe

mining offers, and entirely gained the queen of Navarre, by feign-

ing to impart to her in confidence the fufpicions which were enter-

tained at court, that Philip II. king of Spain had poifoned the queen
his wife, Elizabeth of France \, who had been fa Illy accufed of an

intrigue with the infant Don Carlos. At the fame time he told her,

under an injunction of fecrecy, that the court being refolved to re-

venge this injury, would carry the war into Flanders and Artois, the

reftitution of which would be demanded from the king of Spain, as

being ancient fiefs of the crown, like that of Navarre; and that they

would commence hoftilities by fuccouring Mons, which the prince

of Orange had jufl taken from the Spaniards.

of the queen of Navarre. She had no
children by her hufband, who afterwards

married Charlotte Catherine de la Tri-
mouille.

* Jaqueline de Montbel, only daugh-
ter of Sebaftian, count of Entremont,
widow of Claud Batarnai, lord of Anton,
who was killed at the battle of St. Denis.

The duke of Savoy detained her fome
time in his dominions, but fhe efcaped,

and came to Rochelle to marry the admi-
ral. His firft wife was Charlotte de La-
val.

f Odet de Châtillon, cardinal bifhop

of Beauvais, abbot of St. Benoit fur

Loire, &c. He was made a cardinal at fix-

teen years of age; and although he was
degraded from this dignity by popePius the

fourth, he was publicly married in the

habit of a cardinal to Elizabeth de Haute-

ville, a lady of Normandy, to whom he

gave the title ofcountefs of Beauvais, and as

fuch fhe took rank at the public ceremo-
noies. In 1564, he was accufed of high

treafon before the parliament of Paris. He
died in the beginning of the year 1571, at

Southampton in England, whither he was

fent during the war, to fupport the inte-

refts of the calvinifrs with queen Eliza-

beth ; and after the peace he was commif-
fioned by the king to treat of a marriage

between this princefs and the duke of Alen-
çon. 'Tis certain, though d'Aubigné takes

no notice of it, that his valet de chambre
poifoned him with an apple, as he was
preparing to return to France, being re-

called by the admiral his brother. Thua-
nus, lib. 50.

D'Aubigny adds, that the admiral was
in reality put in poilèffion of great part of

thefe benefices, and enjoyed them during

the fpace of a year; and that Charles the

ninth gave him alio a hundred thoufand

francs, to purchafe furniture for his houfe

of Chatillon. D'Aubigny 's hiftory, vol.

II. book i. chap. 1.

X Eldeft daughter of Henry II. and Ca-
therine de Medicis. Moft of the French
hiftorians are of this opinion. The Spa-

niards attribute her death to bleeding, and
medicines, that the phyiicians, not know-
ing that fhe was with child, made her take.

She died a little time after, in 1568.

Don Carlos, prince of Spain, whom
To
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To compleat all he added, that the king had fixed upon the ad- 1571

.

mirai to command his army, with the title of viceroy of the Low- v—-*v ^

Countries : and he was actually at that time permitted to nominate the

general officers that were to ferve under him, as a little while hefore

he had done the commillioners of the peace. The report of this expe-

dition into the Low-Countries fpread fb far, that it is certain the

grand feignor offered the king of France his gallies and troops to make

a diveriion, and to facilitate the conquett. With regard tu the queen

of England, nothing was omitted that was neceffary to be done on this

occalion. Montmorency was fent ambaffador thither, with inftruc-

tions to ufe every method, by which he might gain the princefs, and

prevail upon her to chufe one of the king's brothers for a hufband.

A marriage, which, they faid, would alike fhengfhen the union of

the two religions, and the two powers.

This conduct, fo full of feeming franknefs, might have been

fufpedted by its excefs ; yet it had the defigned effect, and the difcourfe

of the courtiers did not a little contribute towards it. The defire of

breathing the air of a gay and magnificent court, and of enjoying the

honours that were prepared for them, ferved more than any thing

ehe to baniih their icruples. * Beauvais, Bourfaut, and Francourt,

were the fir/I who fuffered themfelves to be perfuaded, and they.made

a point of it afterwards to perfuade others. Some hints for a jour-

ney to Paris had been already thrown out; thefe three perlons ftrong-

ly fupported that defign, and reprelented to the queen of Navarre,

that if /he refufed to go upon this occalion, fhe would not only give

offence to the king, but loi'e all the advantage of this favourable fitua-

tion of her affairs. At firit Ihe doubted, and continued irrefolute

during fome months, but yielding about the end of the year 1571,
preparations for the journey were made the beginning of 1572, and

the time of their departure fixed the month of May following.

The huguenots, one would imagine, affected to clofe their eyes,

that they n:ight not fee a thoufand circumltances, fufficient to make
the finceriry of fuch great promiies fulpected. The king and queen

could not (b well diifemhle, but that they fuffered their real ientiments

to be fometimes gueded at. It was known, that Charles had one

day faid to Catherine, " Do I not play my part well ?" To which fhe

Philip!'
I fo put to a violent of Navarre. Gervais Barbier, lord of

death. Francourt, chancellor to the king >

* Beauvais, governor to the prince varre.

anfwered,
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Honorât, a

baftard of

Savoy, mar-
quis of Vil-

lain.

anfwered, " Very well, my fon, but you mull hold out to the end."

Something alfo had taken air, relating to the refult of the conferences

held at Bayonne *, between the courts of France and Spain. The
king of Navarre had been very ill received in his government of

Guyenne : Bourdeaux had fhut its gates againft him ; and the marquis

de Villars, who commanded the royal army there, would neither draw

off his troops, nor permit them to receive orders from the prince.

In Rochelle, they were ignorant that the king had actually a naval

force over all the coaft, which they fuppofed had been deftined for

Holland. The citizens had moreover diicovered the artifices which

Strozzy
"f*

, La Garde, Lanfac, and Landereau, had made ufe of to

gain the cuftody of their gates, and to feize their city. In fine, while

they boafted of their exactnefs in maintaining the treaty of peace in its

fulled extent, it was but too plain, that a great number of injuries were

offered to the proteftants, which the court either authorized, or dit—

fembled the knowledge of. The chancellor de l'Hôpital J being in-

clined to punifli the aggreflbrs at Rouen, Dieppe, Orange, &c. this

was the caufe, together with his refufing to feal the revocation of an

edict of pacification, that he was banifhed from court ||. Without

all thefe inftances of treachery, the huguenots, one would imagine,

were fufficiently warned by the knowledge they had of Catherine's

* In 1564, the queen-mother, after

having travelled through great part of the

kingdom, advanced almoft to Bayonne,

where fhe had many private conferences

with the duke d'Albe, who had attended

the queen of Spain thither. There were
appearances fufncient to make it probable,

that the fubject of thefe conferences was
an alliance between the pope, France, and

the houle of Auftria, and the means by

which they fhould extirpate the proteftant

party : but there is no certainty, that the

defign of the maflacre of Bartholomew,

which was not executed till feveral years

after, was formed there. Matthieu tells

us, that the prince of Navarre being then

a child, and almoft continually with Ca-
therine de Medicis, heard fomething of

the plot to exterminate all the heads of the

proteftant party: he gave notice of it to

the queen his mother, and fhe to the

prince of Condé and the admiral, and the

rage this infpired them with, carried them

to the enterprize at Meaux. Hift. of

France, vol. I. p. 283.

t Philip Strozzy : the baron de laGarde,

called captain Polin : Lanfac the younger,

brother of Lewis de Lufignan of St. dé-
lais, lord of Lanfac: and Charles Rou-
hault, lord of Landereau, who commanded
this fleet.

% Michael de l'Hôpital, chancellor of

France. The feals were taken from him,

and given to John de Morvilliers. He died

in 1573-

|| I fupprefs two reafons drawn from

the canons of the councils of Confiance

and Trent, from whence the author in-

fers, that the pope, the bifhops, &c. did

not think themlelves obliged to keep their

word with heretics. M. Fleury, and our

moft learned ecclefiaftical critics, have

fully juftified the conduit of the firft ot

thefe councils, with regard to John Hus
and Jerome of Prague; and the good faith

of the fécond towards the proteftants.

temper,
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temper, as well as that of her fon. Could they flatter themfelves 1572.

that this prince, naturally furious, and vindictive, would forget the v—"""y——

'

attempt at Mcaux *, the invalion of Orleans, Rouen,
.
Bourges,

Lvon, &c. Havre given up by the huguenots to the Englifjh, fo-

reigners introduced into the heart of the kingdom, Co many battles,

lb much blood fhed ? Reaions of ftate, that phrafe lo familiar

with fovereigns, that under the difguife of policy they may fatisfy

their perfonal reientment, and other parlions, will lcarce permit

them to fuffer their fubjects to engage in fuch enterprizes with

impunity. Catherine, to that time, had always periifted to impute

the death of her hufband to them, which lhe could never pardon, no

more than their having treated the whole family of Medicis like the

enemies of Chrift. Nor was there lefs imprudence in trufting the

Parilians, whole animofity and fury againft the huguenots had broke

out again, in the affair of the crois of Gatine
-f-.

From all this, my
father conceived fuch ftrong apprehenfions, that when the report

of the court of Navarre's journey to Paris firft reached him, he could

not give credit to it. Firmly perkiaded, that the prefent calm would

be of fhort continuance, he made hafte to take advantage of it, in

order to fhut himfelf up immediately with all his effects in Rochelle,

when every one elfe talked of nothing but leaving it. The queen of

Navarre herfelf informed him more particularly of this deiign foon

after, and requefted him to join her in her way to Vendôme. My

* In the year 1 567, the prince ofCondc, was afterwards called the crofs of Gatine.

ami the admiral dc Coligny, formed the With the edict of pacification, pafléd in the

dcfignoffeizingCharles the IX.atMcaux, year 1570, the calvinifts obtained, that

where he then was, and from whence the this crofs mould be thrown down, which
queen-mother made him fet out precipi- after fome delay was at laft executed ; but

tately at night, to return to Paris. This it occafioned fuch violent tumults amongft

défign would have teen executed, but for the populace, that the council was obliged

the feafonable arrival of three thoufand to fend fome troops thither, under the

Swift, who covered the king in his march, command of the duke de Mpntrnorency.

and the calvinifts durit not attack him. Felibicn, in the fécond volume of his Hifto-

See the hiftorians. ry of the city of Paris, fays, that this crofs

t The following is the fact, as it is re- was replaced at the entry of the church-

•lated by M. de Thou, book i. anno yard of the Innocents, after the iron plate,

C571. Philip Gatine, a rich merchant upon which the decree of the parliament

of St. Denis ftreet, having fome years was engraved, had been taken away ; and

been convicted of lending his it is ftill to be fecn there. Sauvai, vol. II.

houfe to the huguenots, to ferve them book viii. of the Antiquities of Paris, men-
church, he was, by the parlia- tions the place where this houfe flood, in

ment of Paris, condemned to be hanged the ftreet of St. Denis, over-againft the

•or burnt the 30th of July. His houfe ftreet of the Lombards, where indeed there

H.lifhcd, and in its place a pillar is a hollow in 1 hich poffibly

v. as erected, in the form of a crofs, which might be the foundation oi Gatine's houfe.

Vol. I. b father
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1572. father prepared to go; and being defirous of taking me with him,.
-

—

* ' he ordered me fome days before his departure, to attend him in his

chamber, and no one being prefent but la Durandiere, my preceptor,

he thus fpoke to me :
" Maximilian, fince cuftom does not permit

" me to make you the principal heir of my eftates, to balance this

" difadvantage, 1 will endeavour to enrich you with virtues; by means
" of which, I hope, as hath been predicted to me, you will one day
" diftinguilh yourielf. Prepare, therefore, to fupport with fortitude

" whatever difficulties you may meet with in the world, and by no-
" bly furmounting them, procure the efteem of all good men, par-
" ticularly that of the mafter to whom I am defirous of giving you,
"" and in whole fervice I recommend to you to live and die. I am
" going to Vendôme, to meet the queen of Navarre, and the prince
" her fon ; difpofe yourfelf to accompany me, and when I prefent you
*' to him offer him your fervice ; and, that you may exprefs yourielf

" gracefully, ftudy a little fpeech for that purpofe." Accordingly I

attended him to Vendôme *. He found there a general fecurity, and

a;n air of fatisfaclion on every face, which in public he durft not ob-

ject to ; but whenever he had an opportunity of converfing in private,

either with the queen, the prince, the admiral, the counts Ludovic -j-

and Rochefoucault, and the other proteftant lords, he very freely told

them, he was furprized that they had lb loon forgot the many occaiions

that had been given them for well-grounded apprehenfions ; that from

a reconciled enemy, exceffive promifes and civilities were no lefs fuf-

picious, and much more dangerous, than open menaces and declared

hatred : that it was hazarding ftill more, to expole a young prince,

too little guarded againft the allurements of plealure, to the attractions

of the moll voluptuous court in the world. He reprefented to them,

that inftead of dreaming of an alliance fo unhappy as that mull: necef-

larily be, between this prince and a princefs who profeffed a different

religion, they ought rather to have endeavoured to marry him to the

queen of England, who might have affifted him in his attempts to

recover the crown of Navarre, and poffibly, as occafions offered, that

of France likewife. He had fo ftrong a foreboding of the fatal con-

fequences of this French match, that he often faid, if the nuptials

* Francis de Bethune, the author's fa- were feized, but were reftored to him at

ther, followed the prince of Condé to the the peace. Du Chefne.

battle of Jarnac, and was there taken pri- f Or Lewis of Naflau, brother to Wil-
foner. An indiftment of high treafon was liam prince of Orange. Francis, count

made out againft him, for having borne of Rochefoucault, and prince of Marfillac,

arms againft his majefty, and his eftates Main in the maflacre of St. Bartholomew.
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wen: celebrated at Paris, the bridal favours would be crimlbn. This 1572.

prudent advice was looked upon to be the effect of weaknefs and ti- W-—-v~—;

midity. My father, not willing to appear wifer than fo many perlons

of more diftinguifhed underftandings, fuffered himlelf, contrary to his

opinion, to be driven with the torrent, and only demanded time to

put himlelf into a condition of appearing with that iplendor his rank

required, in a court where every thing v/as magnificent. For this

purpole, he again took the road to Rolhy; but before he went, he pre-

fented me to the prince of Navarre, in the prefence of the queen his

mother, and, in my name, gave him affurances of an inviolable at-

tachment; which I confirmed with great boldnefs, putting one knee

to the ground. The prince raifed me immediately, and after twice

embracing me, had the goodnefs to commend the zeal which my
family had always dilcovered for him, and, with that engaging air fo

natural to him, promifed me his protection; a promife I at that time

regarded as a mere effect of his complaifance, but which I have fince

feen accomplished far beyond my hopes and merit. I did not re-

turn with my father to Rofny, but went to Paris in the queen of

Navarre's train. As loon as I arrived, feniible of the neceffity my
youth had of inftrucfion, I applied myfelf clofely to my ftudies,

without neglecting, however, to make my court to the prince my
mafter. I lived with a governor and valet de chambre, at a diftance

from the court, in a quaiter of Paris, where almoft all the colleges

flood, and continued there till the bloody cataftrophe, which happened
a fhort time after.

Nothing could be more kind than the reception the queen of

Navarre, her children, and principal fervants met with from the king,

and queen mother, nor more obliging than their treatment of them;
Charles IX. continually praifing the virtues and good qualities of

the count de la Rochefoucault, de Téligny, Reihel *, Beau-dilher,

Piles, Pluviaut, Colombieres, Grammont, Duras, Bouchavannes, Ga-
mache, my father, and other proteftant lords. The admiral he always

called father, and took upon himfelf the care of reconciling him with

the princes of the houfe of Guile. To him alfo he granted the pardon

" Antony de Clermont, marquis of Ref- de Rricquevillc de Colombieres ; Antony
nel ; Galiot de Cruffol, lord ofBeaudif- de Grammont, vifcount d'After ; John de
ner, brother to the duke d'U/ès ; Armand Durefort, vifcount Duras; Kiv::ncort,

do Clermont, baron of Piles, in Perigord ; lord of Bouchavanes; Nicholas Rouh.uit,
N— deRochefort, lord of Pluviauf Cla- lord of Gamache.
veau, a gentleman of Poitevin ; Francis

D 2 of
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72. of Villandry*, which he had denied to his own mother and his bro-

v——' thers, his crime being thought too great for forgivenefs. When the

admiral was wounded, the king, at the firft news he heard of it, broke

into oaths and threatenings; and declared, that the aflamn
-f-
mould be

* Villandry being one day at play with

the king, was fo rafh as to commit fome

offence againft majefty itfelf, for which
he was fentenced to be put to death. Da-
vila, book v. See d'Aubigné, who re-

lates this fact more particularly, vol. II.

book i. ch. 2.

t He was called Nicholas de Louviers,

lord of Maurevert in Brie. " Mult I,"

faid Charles IX. throwing his racket at

him in a rage, " be perpetually troubled
" with new broils ? fhall I never have any
" quiet?" Many perfons have doubted,

whether thefe threatenings of Charles, and

his violent transports of rage, were not

fincere; and whether this prince, who
had at rtrft entered into all the defigns of

the queen his mother, did not fufter him-
felf at laft to be gained by the admiral de

Coligny, in thofe private converfations

they had together, in which the admiral

never ceafed to reprefent to him the fatal

confequences of this princefs's bad go-

vern rxiit, and to exhort him to make off

his dependence on her. Villeroy's Me-
moirs of ftate, vol. II. p. 55. and 66, and

many other writers of thofe times, produce

fuch ffrong proofs of this fact, that it is

very difficult to decide upon the queftion.

[f the Memoirs ofTavannes may be relied

on, Charles IX. and his mother agreed fo

ill, that this princefs law no other means

of preferving her authority, which fhe was

upon the point of lofing, than by caufing

the admiral to be afTaffinated; and this

writer pretends, that Maurevert was fu-

borned, unknown to the king, to ftrike

the blow. On the other fide, the hifto-

rian Matthieu believes he has fufficieht

reafon to maintain, vol. 1. bookvi. that

Charles IX. den-,.! the admiral (rum

fîrrt to laft. He relates, that this prince

the oppolition fome of his coun-

fellors gave to the defign of extirpating the

huguenot:

,

i to them in a rage,

that the kingdom was loft if their plot was
not executed that fame night, for a longer

delay would put it out of their power to

prevent the fchemes the huguenots were
forming; who, he told them, were well

acquainted with their defign. He added,

that thofe who did not approve of his re-

folution, would never be confidered by
him as his fervants.

But this hiftorian does not perceive

that a few pages after, he himfelf leffens

the weight of thefe proofs, by relating a

converfation that parted between Henry III.

and his phyfician Miron, in Poland; of

which the following is an abridgment, for

it is too long to be inferted here at length.

Henry III. then duke of Anjou, going,

fome days before the maffacre of St. Bar-

tholomew, into the chamber of the king

his brother, obferved, that this prince

looked upon him with eyes fo full of rage,

and fuch indications of fury in his air, that

apprehending the confequence of theft vio-

lent emotions, he foftly regained the door,

and hurried immediately to give 1

to the queen-mother. She, from what
had happened to herfelf, being but too

much difpofed to believe it, refolved to

get rid of Coligny without further d -

lay. Maurevert having partly failed in

his attempt, fince he only wounded the

admira! in the arm, the queen -mother
and the duke of Anjou, finding thev could

not hinder the king from vifiting him,
thought it neceffi p by him,

and, under pretence of ïparing thé admi
ral's rtrength, interrupted, as often as

they could, the private converfation they

held together. During this vifit, Cathe-
rine, who was unrounded with calvi-

nirts, obferved, that they frequently whif-

pered to each other, and looked on her

from time to time with very fufpicious

titure, fhe ackn i<

was the mo :

11 id

fought
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fought for in the moll: fecret recedes of the palaces of the Guifes. He
made all the court, after his example, vifit the wounded perlbn; and

when the Guifes came to intreat that he would condefcend to hear

their j unification, he gave them a very unfavourable reception. The
Spaniih amballador was on this occalion fo ill treated, that he thought

fit to withdraw: nor could pope Pius V. elcape the refentment of

Charles, he having refuied to give the necelTary dilpenfation for

Henry's marriage with the princefs Margaret, for which the raoft

magnificent preparations were then making. The king carried his îe-

fpect for this prince fo far, as to difpenfe with his going into the church

l 57 2 -

ever been engaged in. As they returned,

fhe preiTed the king fo vehemently to tell

her the fubjeciof his private difcourfe with

the admiral, that this prince could not

hinder himfelf from betraying it-, by telling

her, with his ufual bath, that fhe fpoiled

all his affairs, or fome words to that pur-

therine, now more alarmed than

before, had recourfe to an artifice that fuc-

tol ! her Ion, that he was
n id) to fall into the fnare the admiral

had prepared for him; that he was upon

the point o red up to the hu-

d with foreigners; and

had nothing to hope for from his catholic

fubjecis, who, i
!

il finding

themfelves betrayed, had chofen another

leader. All the other counfellors, except-

ing only the maréchal de Retz, feconded

her arguments fo ftrongly, that Charles

himfelf being feizedwith fear, andpaffihg

from one extreme to the other, was the

firft to rèfolve, and even prefs, not only

the murder of the admiral, but of all the

huguenots; to the end, faid he, that there

me he left to reproach me. All

the reft of that day, and the following

night, thi upon the means of

. vt break of day,

the queen-mother, and the duke

of Anjou, weni to the gate of the Louvre,

and hearing a piftol go off, fear and re-

in. The king lent orders

to the du; . no farther.

ied, his orders had

come too 1 th recovering from

their confternation, joined in every thing

that was afterwards performed.

'Tis poflible, I think, to reconcile

thefe different opinions, and preferve to

the proofs alledged on each part all their

force, by faying, that Charles IX. who
certainly invited the admiral to Paris with

no other view than to have him murdered

with the reft of the huguenots, fullered

himfelf to be fhaken by his arguments
and that he embraced alternately propo-

rtions from each of the contending par-

ties; and from their different reafons, was

thrown into a ftate of irrefolution, from

whence he was only freed by the natural

impetuofity of his difpofition, which Ca-
therine well knew how to take .

of. Coligny's fecurity proceeded from his

not being able to doubt the efficacy of his

ts on the mind of this prince;

btherwife, it would not have been poffihle

for Charles to have fo long impofed upon

a man of the admiral's great prudence and

A young king of three and

twenty years of age, who till then had

been almoft always governed by others,

was not capable of that deep policy which
had the complaifance to attri-

bute to him: however, it muft be con-

felied, that this young prince already car-

ried diffimulation to its utmoft h

which his having never difcovered the fe-

Gfets of his council, or thofc of the ad-

miral, to each other, although ftrongly

preffed to it, is an inconteftable proof.

.
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of Notre-dame *, and even with obferving any of the rcmifh cere-

monies. The cardinal de Bourbon making fome remonft ranees upon
thefe tolerations, which to him feemed to exceed all bounds, was
difmhTed with a fevere reprimand: and when the queen of Navarre

died, the whole court appeared fenfibly affected, and went into deep

mourning. In a word, it is not pamng too harm a cenfure upon this

conduct of Catherine and her fon, to call it almoft an incredible pro-

digy of dimmulation; fince a man of the admiral de Coligny's great

wifdom fell into the fnare, notwithstanding a thoufand circumftances

concurred to make him apprehend the danger that was approaching:

for it was loudly faid, that Genlis and La Noiie
-f-,

who had been fent

to the amftance of the prince of Orange, were defeated with the con-
nivance of the French court; which, whilfr. uncertain of fuccefs in the

principal object of its dimmulation, was not willing to hazard all the

confequences which that dimmulation might produce.

Albert de

Gondy,
duke of

Retz, maré-

chal of

France.

They were alfo informed of the conferences which the queen-

mother, and the principal minifters, held with cardinal Alexandrin,

nephew of pope Pius V. and with the Guifes ; who were twice dif-

covered converging in mafques with the king, the queen-mother, the

duke de Retz, and the chancellor de Birague % : this was fufficient

* " The king, fays le Grain, was re-

folved that the marriage fhould not be

celebrated in a manner wholly conform-
able to neither religion. Not to the

calvinift, becaufe the vows were to be

received by a prieft, who was to be the

cardinal of Bourbon; nor to the ro-

mifh, becaufe thefe vows were to be re-

ceived without the facramental ceremo-
nies of the church.
" A great fcafrbld was erected in the

court before the principal gate and
entry of the church of Paris, on Mon-
day Auguft the 18th, 1572, upon which
were betrothed and married on the fame
day, and by a fingle act, The mod
high, &c. This done, the bridegroom
retired to meeting to hear a fermon,

and the bride went into the c!n:rch to

hear mais, according to the articles of

the treaty of marriage; after which,

they both came to the entertainment

prepared for them in the great hall of

" the palace," &c. B. le Grain, Dec.
" of Henry the great, book ii.

Charles the ninth gave his fifter three

hundred thoufand crowns for a portion ;

and the queen of Navarre yielded the

Upper and Low Counties of Armagnac,
&c. to her fon at his marriage. F. Mat-
thieu, vol. I. book vi.

t John d'Angeft d'lvoy, of the ancient

houfe of Genlis. Francis de la Noue, a

gentleman of the greateft reputation in the

proteftant party, and efteemed even by the

catholics themfelves. The admiral fpeak-

ing of this misfortune to Charles the

ninth, attributed it to the fecret being
but ill kept in the council. Charles de-

manded of the duke of Albe, by Claude
Mondoucet his refident in the Low Coun-
tries, the P'rench proteftant gentlemen,

who had been taken prifoners. De Thou,
anno 1572, book li.

t Rene de Birague, a Milancfe, bi-

fhop of Lavaur, afterwards cardinal. He
to
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to lhew what they ought to think of their pretended difgrace. In the

death of the queen of Navarre *, they perceived plain indications of

poifon. It never was doubted, but that the wound the admiral re-

ceived came from the houle of Villemur, preceptor to the Guifes ;

and the afTalTm was met in his flight, upon a horlè belonging to the

king's liable. Even the guards that Charles
-f-

(under pretence of

fecuring the admirals perlbn from the like attempts) placed about

him, were almoit all his declared enemies ; nor was it lefs certain,

that all the citizens of Paris were furniihed with arms, which by the

king's order they kept in their houles..

57-

was at that time only keeper of the feals,

and was not male chancellor till the fol-

lowing year, after the death of the chan-

cellor de l'Hôpital. See his elogium in

the negotiations of Buibeq. Aug. Gift.

Bufbequii Epif. 29. Or him it was laid,

that he was cardinal without a title, chan-

cellor without feals, and prieft without a

benefice.

* Her lodgings were in the palace of
Charles Gaillart, bifhop of Chartres, a

man violently fufpecled ofcalvinifm. Soon
after her return from Blois, whither the

had followed the court, fhe was feized

with a fever, and died on ..ne htta day of

her illnefs. Many different opinions pre-

vailed concerning themaimer of her death.

The Memoirs of l'Etoile, d'Aubigné,

and all the calvinifts, attribute it to poifon,

which they fay -vas given her in a pair of

gloves by a Florentine, named Rene, per-

fumer to the queen-mother. De Serres,

in his Memoirs, gives us to understand,

that the phyficians who opened her body,

had orders not to touch her brain, which
was luppoled to be affected by the poifon :

but they are all contradicted by 1, ( rrain,

and lèverai others, who maintain, that the

died of a pleurify, occafioned by her be-

ing over-heated in making preparations for

the nuptials of her fon : to which was
added, the \ cxaiion fhe conceived at being

obliged to kneel to the holy I'acrament as it

pallid before her houle, on Corpus Chrifti

day. La Popeliniere, Pe» fixe, and De
Thou, endeavour to remove all fulpicions

of poifon. The laft mentioned aflures us,

that Charles IX. ordered the head of this

princefs to be opened, as well as the reft

of her body ; and if the phyficians did not

do it, it was becaule they found the true

caufe of her death in an abfeefs fhe had in

her body. This is alfo the opinion of

Matthieu the hiftorian.

t This is all true, and proves that the

queen-mother, and not the king, was the

defigner of this ftratagem. 'Tis hard to

fay, what was her real intention by this

ftroke ; whether fhe fought to get rid of a

man who poffeffed too much power over

the king's mind, and was capable of ruin-

ing her delign of extirpating all the hugue-
nots ; or whether, if the admiral had died

of this wound, fhe would have confined

her vengeance to his fingle death ; or laft-

ly, whetner fhe expected the noife of this

aflamnation would excite the calvinifts in

Pans to revolt, and by that means fuinifh

her with the occalion fhe wanted to fall

upon them, for which her party was al-

ready prepared. In the council, many exp -

dients to give a pretence for attacking them
were propoled ; amongft others, the affault

of an artificial fort built in the Louvre,which
would afford tnem an opportunity of turn-

ing the feigned (laughter into a real one
againft the huguenots ; at laft, they refolved

to put them all to the fword in the night.

The admiral lodged in the ftreet Betity

in an inn, which is called at prefent the

Horel S. Pierre. The chamber where he

wa^ murdered is ftill fhewn there.

TiiK



1572.

Jean de

Monti uc,

bifhop of

Valence.

MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
The moft clear-fighted amongft the huguenots, yielding to proofs

fo convincing, quitted the court, and Paris itfelf, or at leaft lodged

in the fuburbs. Of this number were Meff. de Langoiran *, de Fron-
tenay, the vifeount de Chartres, de Loncaunay, de Rabodanges, du
Breiiil, de Segur, de Sey, du Touchet, des Hayes, de Saint Gelais,

de Chouppes, de Beauvais, de Grandrie, de Saint Eftienne, d' Arnes,

de Boiffec, and many other gentlemen of Normandy and Poitou.

Happily my father was one of thofe, whofe life was preferved by a

wife and prudent diftruft. When he was prefled to come nearer

the court, he replied, that he found the air of the fuburbs agreed

better with his conftitution, and that of the fields was flill more ad-

vantageous for it. When they were informed that the bifhop of
Valence, in taking leave of the king for his ambafly to Poland, had
penetrated into the fecret, and been indifcreet enough to reveal it to

fome of his friends, ^nd that they had intercepted letters fent to

Rome by the cardinal de Pellevé -{-, in which he unfolded the whole
myftery to the cardinal de Lorrain ; it was then that thefe gentle-

men renewed their intreaties to the king of Navarre, that he would
either leave Paris, or permit them to retire to their own houfes.

To this advice the prince oppofed that which had been given him by

a great many other perfons, and fome even of the proteftant party j

for where are not traitors to be found ? They warned him to be cau-

tious, they told him the names of all thofe who had been gained by

the queen-mother to deceive him. He liftened to nothing. The ad-

* N de Montferrant, baron of

Langoiran. John de Rohan, lord of Frcal-

tenay. John de Ferrieres, vifcount of

Chartres. N— de Loncaunay, a gentle-

man of Normandy, flain at the battle of

Yvry, at feventy years of age. N— de

Rabodanges. In the manufcripts in the

king's library, N° 8699. p. 31, may be

feen the original of a letter of Charles

the ninth to M. dc Rabodanges, dated

from St. Maur, May 6, 1566, which be-

"ns thus, " Monfieur de Rabodanges, I

know with what fidelity you have a&ed
on occafion of the commiflion which I

delivered you fome time ago, to punifh

the vagabonds and robbers of your

country."

N de Segur dcPardaillrn. N
lie Touchet, a gentleman of Normandy,

near Domfront. N— des Hayes Gafque.
Guy de Lufignan of St. Gelais, fon to

Lewis lord of Lanfac. Peter de Choup-
pes. John de la Fin, lord of Beauvais la

Node. Peter de Grandrie, {reward in or-

dinary of the king's houfhold, &c. All

thefe perfons earneitly prefled the admiral

to leave Paris: " By doing fo," he re-

plied, " I muft (hew either fear or di-
" irruft. My honour would be injured by
" the one, by the other the king. I mould
" be again obliged to have recourfe to a
" civil war; and I would rather die than
" fee again the miferies I have feen, and
" fuffer the diflrefs I have already fuf-

" fered." Matthieu, vol. I. book vi. p. 343.

t Nicolas de Pellevé, cardinal, arch-

bifhop of Rheims, paflionately devoted to

the league. Charles, cardinal of Lorrain.

mirai
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mirai * appeared no lefs incredulous: his bad deftiny began
'

ing him to lead him to his ruin. It would have been happy, ifhe had

adted with the fame prudence that the maréchal de Montmorency

did; who could never be drawn from Chantilly, notwithitanding re-

peated invitations from the king, who preft him to come and partake

his favour with the admiral, and be near his perfon, to afTift him with

his advice.

If I was inclined to increafe the general horror, infpircd by an

action -j- lb barbarous as that perpetrated on the 24th of Auguft, 1 $jz,

* It has been faid, that all the great

actions which the admiral Coligny per-

formed in his life, were againft his God,
-his religion, his country, and his king;

how much is it to be lamented, that he did

not emp oy his talents more ufefully ! All

the hiftorians agree in faying, he was the

moft confummate politician, and greateft

warrior that ever appeared. 'Tis thought

that it was in confequence of the advice

he gave to the prince of Orange, that the

Low Countries rebelled againft Spain,

maintained the war during ten yea] , and
formed the plan of a republic, which in

part has fucceeded. It is alfo believed,

and not without probability, that he would
have made a like attempt in France. In

Villeroi's Memoirs, vol. IV. p. 322, 340.
he is accufed with great violence, but he

always Iteadily denied, particularly in his

laft will, his ever having anv intention of

attempting the perfon of the king. See his

elogium,and political defigns in Brantôme,

vol. III. De Thou, and the other hifto-

lians.

t What M. de Sully fays of the maf-

facre ought not to be thought too fevere :

" An execrable action, cries Perefixe,

" that never had, and I truft God never
" will have, its like." Pope Pius V. was
fo much afflicted at it, that he fhed tears ;

but Gregory XIII. who fucceeded him,

ordered a public thanklgiving to God for

this maflacre to be offered at Rome, and
lent a legate to congratulate Charles IX'.

and to exhort him to continue it. The
following is a fhort account of this mal-

Vol. I.

facre : All the necefl'ary meafures having

been taken, the ringing of the bells of St.

Germain l'Auxerrois, for matins, was the

flgnal for beginning the (laughter. The ad-

mirai de Coligny was hrft murdered, in the

midft of his fervants, by Befmes, a French

gentleman, and a domeftic of the duke of

Guife; the duke himl'elf, and the cheva-

lier de Guife flaying below in the court.

His body was thrown out of the window.

They cut off his head, and carried it to

the queen-mother, together with his box

of papers; among which, 'tis faid, they

found the memoirs of his own times, com-
pofed by himfelf. After they had offered

all forts of indignities to the bleeding car-

cafe, it was hung on the gibbet of Mont-
fa ucon, whence the maréchal de Mont-
morency caufed it to be taken down in

the night, and buried at Chantilly. The
whole houfe of Guile had been personally

animated againft the admiral, ever fmce
the aflamnation of Claude duke of Guife,

by Poltrot de Mere, whom they believed

to have been incited to this crime by

him; and 'tis ceruiip, the admiral was
never able to clear himl'elf of this impu-

tation. If this cruel flaughter (as many
people are fully perfuaded) was only an

effect of the Guiles' refentment, who ad-

vifed the queen-mother to it with a view

of revenging their own injuries; it mult

be confefled, that no particular perfon ever

drew lb fevere a vengeance for an offence.

All the doineftics of the admiral were

afterwards (lain; and the naught

the fame time begun by the king's emifla-

E and
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i 572. and too well known by the name of the maffacre of St. Bartholomew,
*—"~v~-—' I Ihould in this piece enlarge upon the number, the quality, the vir-

tues, and great talents of thofe who were inhumanly murdered on
this horrible day, as well in Paris as in every part of the kingdom: I

fhould mention at leaf! the ignominious treatment, the fiendlike cruelty,

and favage infults thefe miferable victims fufFered from their but-

chers, and which in death were a thoufand times more terrible than

death itfelf. I have writings ftill in my hands, which would confirm

the report of the court of France having made the moft preffing in-

stances to the neighbouring courts to follow its example with regard

to the proteftants, or at leaft to refufe an afylum to thofe unfortunate

people ; but I prefer the honour of the nation to the fatisfying a

malignant pleafure, which many perfons would take in lengthening

out a recital, wherein might be found the names of thofe who were
foloft to humanity, as to dip their hands in the blood of their fellow-

citizens, and even their own relations. I would, were it in my power,

for ever obliterate the memory of a day that divine vengeance made
France groan for, by a continued fucceifion of miferies, blood, and hor-

ror, during fix and twenty years; for it is not poflible to judge other-

wife, if one reflects on all that paffed from that fatal moment till the

peace of 1598. 'Tis with regret that I cannot omit what happened

upon this occafion to the prince, who is the fubject of thefe Memoirs,

and to myfelf.

ries in all parts of the city. The moft other, by counterfeiting himfelf dead, and

diftinguiflied of the calvinifts that periftied, lying concealed under the bodies of. his

were Francis de la Rochefoucault, who father and brother, efcaped. Teligny, fon-

havlng been at play part of the night with in-law to the admiral ; Charles de Beau-

the king, and finding himfelf feized in bed manoir de Lavardin ; Antony de Marafin,

by men in mafques, thought it was the lord of Guerchy; Beaudifner, Pluviaut,

king and his courtiers, who came to di- Berny, du Briou, governor to the mar-

vert themfelves with him. Antony de quis of Conti ; Beauvais, governor to the

Clermont, marquis de Refuel, was mur- king of Navarre ; Colombieres, Fran-

dered by his own kinfman Lewis de Cier- court, &c. The count of Montgomery
mont, of Burly d'Amboife, with whom was purfued by the duke of Guife as far as

he was then at law for the marquifate of Montfort l'Amaury. The king pardon-

Clermont. Charles de Quellcnec, baron ed the vifcounts of Grammont and Du-
of Pont in Bretagne, whole dead body ras, and Gamache and Boucha\

excited the curiofity of the ladies of the the three brothers of the maréchal de

court, on account of a procefs carried on Montmorency were alfo fpared, through

by his wife, Catherine de Parthenay, fear that he might hereafter revenge then-

daughter and heirefs of John de Soubize. death. See the hiftorians and other wri-

Francis Nonpar de <. mur- ters, and that fine defcription of the maf-

dered in his bed, betwixt his two fons; one facre of St. Bartholcnic . by M. de Vol-

of them was ftabbed by his tide, but the taire in his Hcnnade, Canto lecond.

I WAS
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I w a s in bed, and awaked from fleep three hours after m

by the found of all the bells, and the confuled cries of the populace.

My governor St. Julian, with my valet de chambre, went haftily out

to know the caufè; and I never afterwards heard more of thefe men,
who without doubt were amongfl the firft that were facrificed to the

public fury. I continued alone in my chamber drefTing myfelf, when
in a few moments I faw my landlord enter, pale, and in the utmoft

confternation : he was of the reformed religion, and having learned

what the matter was, had confented to go to mafs, to lave his life, and

preferve his houfe from being pillaged. He came to perfuade :

do the lame, and to take me with him. I did not think proper to

follow him, but refolved to try if I could gain the college of Bur-

gundy, where I had ftudied: though the great diftance between the

houfe where I then was, and the college, made the attempt very

dangerous. Having difguiied myfelf in a fcholar's gown, I put a

large prayer-book under my arm, and went into the ftreet. I was
feized with horror inexpreffible, at the fight of the furious murderers;

who running from all parts, forced open the houfes, and cried aloud,

" Kill, kill, maffacre the huguenots:" the blood which I law fhed be-

fore my eyes redoubled my terror. I fell into the midll of a body of

guards; they flopped me, interrogated me, and were beginning to

ufe me ill, when, happily for me, the book that I carried was per-

ceived, and ferved me for a paflport. Twice after this I fell into

the fame danger, from which I extricated myfelf with the fame good
fortune. At laft I arrived at the college of Burgundy, where a danger

frill greater than any I had yet met with, waited me. The porter

having twice refufed me entrance, I continued ftanding in the midfr.

of the itreet, at the mercy of the furious murderers, whole numbers
increafed every moment, and who were evidently feeking for their

prey, when it came into my mind to afk for La Faye, the principal

of this college, a good man, by whom I was tenderly beloved. The
porter, prevailed upon by lbme fmall pieces of money which I put into

his hand, admitted me; and my friend carried me to his apartment,

where two inhuman priefts, whom I heard mention Sicilian vefpers,

wanted to force me from him, that they might cut me in pieces, fay-

ing the order was, hot to fpare even infants at the breaft. All the

good man could do, was to conduct me privately to a diftant cham-
ber, where he locked me up. Here I was confined three days, un-

certain of my deftiny; and faw no one but a fervant of my friend's,

who came from time to time to bring me provifions.

E 2 At
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1572. At the end of thefe three days, the prohibition for murdering,
t—nr—•* and pillaging any more of the protectants, being published, I was fuf-

fered to leave my cell; and immediately after I law Ferriere and la

Vieville, two foldiers of the guard, who were my father's creatures,

enter the college. They were armed, and came, without doubt, to

refcue me by force wherever they fliould find me. They gave my
father a relation of what had happened to me; and eight days after-

wards I received a letter from him, in which he exprefied the fears he
had fufFered on my account, and advifed me to continue in Paris,

iince the prince I ferved was not at liberty to quit it. He added,

that to avoid expofing myfelf to an evident danger, it was necefTary I

mould refolve to follow that prince's example, and to go to mafs. In
effect, the king of Navarre had found no other means of faving his

life. He was awaked, with the prince of Condé, two hours before

day, by a great number of foldiers, who ruflied boldly into a cham-
ber, in the Louvre, where they lay, and infolently commanded them
to drefs themfelves, and attend the king. They would not fuffer the

two princes to take their fwords with them; who, as they paffed, be-

held feveral of their gentlemen * maflacred before their eyes. The
king waited for them, and received them with a countenance and
eyes in which fury was vifibly painted: he ordered them, with oaths

and blafphemies, which were familiar with him, to quit a religion

that had been only taken up, he faid, to ferve them for a cloak to

their rebellion. The condition to which thefe princes -j- were re-

duced, could not hinder them from difcovering that they fliould

obey him with grief. The king, tranfported with anger, told them,

in a fierce and haughty tone, " That he would no longer be con-
" tradicted in his opinions by his fubjecls; that they, by their

" example, fliould teach others to revere him as the image of God,

* James de Segur, baron of Pardaillan, rine gave orders that they fliould lead him
a Gafcon ; Armand de Clermont, baron under the vaults, and make him pafs

of Piles, a Perigordin, &c. Gafton de through the guards drawn up in files on
Levis, lord of Leyran, took refuge un- each fide, in menacing poftures He
der the queen of Navarre's bed, who faved trembled and recoiled two or three fteps

his life. Some perfons were fent to Châ- back, when immediately Nançai-la-Cha-
tillon, to feize Francis de Chàtillon the tre, captain of the guards, endeavoured
admiral's fon, and Guy d'Andelot's to remove his apprehenfions, by fwearing
Ion, but they both efcaped, and fled to they fliould do him no hurt. Henry, tho'

Geneva. Armand de Gontault de Bi- he gave but little credit to his words, was
ron was faved by fortifying himfelf in the obliged to go on amidft the carabines and
siffenal. halberts. Perefixe's hiftory of Henry the

i As Henry went to the king, Cathe- great.

" and
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" and ceafe to be enemies to the images of his mother." He ended

by declaring, that if they did not go to mafs, he would treat them as

criminals guilty of treafon againft human and divine majefty. The
manner in which thefe words were pronounced, not fuffering the

princes to doubt if they were fincere, they yielded to neceffity, and

performed what was required of them. Henry was obliged even to fend

an edict into his dominions, by which the exercife of any other reli-

gion but the romifh was forbid. Tho' this fubmiflion preferved his life,

yet in other things he was not better treated; and he fuffered a thou-

land capricious infults from the court: free by intervals, but more often

cloiely confined, and treated as a criminal, his domeftics ibmetimes

permitted to attend him, then all on a fudden not fulfered to appear.

As for me, I employed this leifure in the moft advantageous man-
ner I was able. I had it no longer in my choice to profecute my ftudy

of the learned languages, nor of whatever is called learning: this ap-

plication, which my hither had ftrongly recommended to me, became
impracticable from the moment I lived in the court. It was with re-

gret that I parted with an excellent preceptor, to whofe care he had
intrufted my education; he himfelf perceiving he could be no longer

ufeful to me, afked leave to retire. From his hands I palled into

thofe of a man named Chretien, whom the king of Navarre kept

in his train, and who was ordered by him to teach me mathematics

and hiftory; two fciences that foon confoled me for thofe I renounced,

becaufe I felt an inclination for them, which I have ever fince preferv-

ed : the reft of my time was employed in learning to write and read

well, and in performing all thofe exercifes that give eafe and gracefulnefs

to the perfon. It was in thefe principles, to which a ftill greater at-

tention to form the manners was joined, that that method of educating

youth conlifted, which was known to be peculiar to the king of Na-
varre, for he himfelf had been brought up in that manner. I conti-

nued to follow it till I was fixteen years of age, when the fituation

of affairs throwing both him and me into the tumults of arms, from
which we had no hope of being freed, to thefe exercifes thofe only

that related to war fucceeded; which I began by learning to fhoot, and

renounced all others. In fuch circumftances all that a young man can

do, is to improve his morals, if he cannot his genius; for even the

hurry and confufion of arms offer excellent fchools of virtue and polite-

nefs to him that is defirous of profiting by them: but miferable, and

that during his whole life, is he, who engages in a profeflion fo fatal

to youth, without having ftrength or inclination to refill bad examples:

though
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though he mould have the good fortune to preferve himfelf from being

tainted with any fhameful vice, how will he be able to inftruct and

fortify his heart in thefe principles, which wifdom dictates as well to

a private man as a prince, but by making virtue habitual by practice ?

fo that any good acfion may never become painful, and that, it reduced

to a neceffity of laving all by a crime, or loiing all by a virtuous action,

he may find his duty and inclination the fame.

I t was not long before Charles felt the moil violent remorfe for

the barbarous action to which they had forced him to give the fanc-

tion of his name and authority. From the evening of the 24th of Au-
guft, he was obferved to groan involuntarily at the recital of a thoufand

ftrokes of cruelty, which every one boafted of in his prefence. Of all

thofe who were about the perfon of this prince, none poffeffed fo

great a fhare of his confidence, as Ambrofe Paré, his furgeon. This

man, though a huguenot, lived with him in fo great a degree of fami-

liarity, that, on the day of the maffacre, Charles telling him, the time

was now come when the whole kingdom would be catholics j he

replied, without being alarmed, " By the light of God, fire, I cannot
'* believe that you have forgot your promife never to command me
" to do four things, namely, to enter into my mother's womb, to

" be prefent in the day of battle, to quit your fervice, or to go to

" mais." The king foon after took him afide, and difciofed to him
freely the trouble of his foul : " Ambrofe, faid he, I know not what
" has happened to me thefe two or three days paft, but I feel my
" mind and body as much at enmity with each other, as if I was
" feized with a fever: fleeping, or waking, the murdered huguenots
" feem ever prefent to my eyes, with ghaftly faces, and weltering in

" blood. I wifh the innocent and helplefs had been {pared." The
order which was published the following day, forbidding the continuance

of the maffacre, was in confequence of this converfation.

The king hoped to retrieve his honour, by publicly difavowing all

that had been done. In the letters patent which he lent into the pro-

vinces, he threw all upon the Guifes, and would have had the maffacre

pais for an effect of their hatred to the admiral. The private letters

he wrote on this fubject to England, Germany, Switzerland, and other

neighbouring ftates, were all conceived in the fame terms.

I t is not to be doubted, but the queen- mother, and her council,

made the king comprehend the bad confequence of fo formal a difa-

vowal :
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vowal ; for, at the end of eight days, his fentiments and language were

fo much changed, that he went to hold his bed of juftice in the par-

liament, and ordered other letters patent to be regiftered, which declar-

ed, that nothing was acted on the 24th of Auguft but by his expreis

commands *, and to punifh the huguenots ; to each of the principals

ofwhich party a capital crime was imputed, in order, if poilible, to give

the name and colour of a juft execution to that deteftablc butchery.

Thele letters were addreffed to the governors of provinces, with or-

ders to publiih them, and purfue the reft of the pretended guilty.

I ought here to make honourable mention of the counts de Tende
-f-,

and de Charny; of meilleurs de Mandelot, de Gordes, de Saint Heran,

and de Carouge, who boldly refufed to execute fuch orders in their

governments. The vifcount d'Ortez, governor of Ba'ionne, had refo-

lution enough to anlwer Charles IX. who wrote to him with his own
hand," That on this point he muft not expect any obedience from him."

*57 2 -

The number of proteftants maflacred, during eight days, over all the

kingdom, amounted to feventy thoufand. This cruel blow itruck the

party with inch terror, that believing itfelfwholly extinct, nothing was

* Nothing is more certain, than that

ho was l'ccn with a carabine in his hand
during the maffacre, which, 'tis faid, he
fired upon the calvinifts that were flying.

The laft maréchal de Telle, in his youth,

was acquainted with an old man of ninety

years of age, who had been page to

Charles IX. and often told him, that he

himfelf had loaded that carabine. 'Ti.s

alfo true, that this prince went with his

court to view the body of the admiral,

which hung by the feet with a chain of

iron to the gallows of Montfaucon ; and
one of his courtiers obferving it (melt ill,

Charles replied, as Vitellius had clone be-

fore him, " The body of a dead enemy
fmells well." Thefe two anec-

dotes 1 relate after the author of the Hen-
in his notes, p. 32 an:!

f Claude dc Savoy, count of Tende,
fayed the lives of all the proteftants in

n he received the king's

letter, by which be 1 to deftroy

them, he laid, That could not be his

rder. Eleonor de Chabot, count
il in Bur-

gundy: there was only one calvinift mur-

Dijon. Francis de Mandelot,

governor of Lyon : he was refolved to fave

the proteftants, neverthelefs they were all

maflacred in the priions where he had put

them for fecurity. He is faid, bv AI. de

Thou, to have only feigned ignorance of

this barbarity. Bertrand deSimiane, lord

of Gordes, a man in great efteem. N

—

in, governor of

Auvergne: he pofitively refufed to obey,

unlefs the king was prefent in perfon.

Tanneguy le \ eneur, governor of Nor-
j humane man; he did

all that lay in his power to prcfervc the

proteftants at Rouen, but he

maftcr of it. N— vifcount d'Ortez, go-

vernor of all that frontier. See his anlwer

to the king. " Sire, I have communica-
majeftv's orders to your faithful

ttts, and to the troops in the

" garrifon; 1 found there good citizens,

&c. De Th
li:i. D'Aubigné, viol. h. book i. Src.

talked
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Blaife de

Muntluc,
marcchal of

France.

talked of but fubmitting, or flying into foreign countries. A bold and

vigorous flroke for once broke this refolution. * Renier, a gentleman

of the reformed religion, having by a kind of miracle efcaped out of the

hands of the lord de Vezins, his moft cruel enemy, faved himfelf, with

the vifeount de Gourdon, and about eighty horfe, and came to Montau-
ban. He found this city under fuch a confternation, and fo little in a

condition to defend itfelf againif the troops of Montluc, who were ap-

proaching, that, having ventured to advife the inhabitants to hold out, he

himfelf had like to have been delivered up to Montluc ; which obliging

him to leave Montauban precipitately, his little troop fell in with a
fquadron of 450 horfe, belonging to the army ofMontluc ; and, being

delirous of dying nobly, performed fuch wonderful acts of valour, that

they were all cut in pieces. Renier returned to Montauban with this

good news; he was now obeyed, and they (hut the gates upon Mont^
lue. This refiftance, and the refolution ofMontauban fpreading about,

thirty towns followed its example, and behaving in a manner the pro-

teftants had not dared to hope for, obliged the catholics to keep them-
felves upon the defenfive.

The catholics immediately turned all their forces againfl: Ro-
chelle and Sancerre, which, taking advantage of the general fear,

they had inverted. Thefe enterprizes did not fucceed : Sancerre, after

having fuffered all the horrors of a famine, of which no hiftory can

furniih us with examples, at lafr. concluded a fort of treaty with the

beiiegers ; but Rochelle held out, and baffled all the duke of Anjou's

efforts y, who had in perfon come to befiege it. The election for

the throne of Poland happened very opportunely to fave the honour

of this prince ; and by a treaty, in which Nîmes and Montauban
were comprehended, Rochelle preferved all its privileges : and thefe

-were the only cities which kept entire all the advantages of the! all edicts.

* Here is an error in the Memoirs of

Si;!! . : it was Vezins himfelf, a man of

great honefïy, but of harlh manners, that

faved the life of Renier, whofe enemy he

had a lon^ time been, and (till continued

•to be, notwithstanding this a&ion. See

this remarkable hiftory in M. de Thou,
book Iii.

f The maréchal de Montluc, in his

Commentaries, finds great fault with the

conduit of this fiegc, that they did not fend

troops enough, carried on the alTaults im-

properly, hazarded too much, and fuffered

victuals to be brought into the place by
fea; however, he fays, it would have been
taken at laft. He advifed the queen-mo-
ther, from the time (he went to Baionne,

to take poffemon of this city : it would
have faved France both men and money
had this advice been followed. See a re-

lation of the fieges of Rochelle, and San-

cerre, in d'Aubigné, vol. II. book i. La
Popeliniere, book xxxiii. and Matthieu,

vol. I. p. 340. and other hiftorians.

Time



Book I. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
Time alio produced other favourable conjunctures for die calvi-

nifts. The queen mother, of all her children, felt only a true af-

fection for the duke of Anjou. The departure of this prince for Po-

land gave her as much grief as it occafioned joy to his two brother?,

king Charles and the duke of Alençon ; the .aft of whom, by his

brother's removal, becoming duke of Anjou, began to entertain great

hopes of the crown of France, when he reflected that Charles had no

children, and that his weak (late of health was changed into a mortal

difeafe. The oppoiition he thought there was realon to apprehend

the queen-mother would give to his defign, wholly alienated his affec-

tions from her. This princefs, by bellowing her confidence on a lmall

number of foreigners of mean birth, v bo governed her finances, had

made the greateff. part of the nobility almoft as difcontented as the

duke of Alençon : He privately fomented this revolt, and perfuaded

them to apply to the proteftants for afiiftance, in whole difgrace they

partook. To ward off this blow, and at on^e to gratify the duke of

Anjou, and her tendernefs for the king of Poland, the began from

that moment to think in earneft of marrying the firft of theie princes

to the queen of England, and of procuring for him the lbvereignty of

the Low Countries : but his difcontent had already produced its effect.

Charles, through another motive, joined in his brother's re-

fentment againlt the queen their mother. The difeafe with which he

found himfelf attacked, began at Vitry, whither he had accompanied

the king of Poland, in appearance to do him honour, but in reality

to have the pleafure of feeing him leave his kingdom. The condition 157-

to which he foon faw himfelf reduced, gave birth to a thoufand fufpi- *—-"V
cions againft Catherine in his mind ; fo that, uniting his intereft with that

of the proteftants, he began to fhew them a great deal of favour. This

priricipally appeared in his permitting them, notwithftanding the op-

poiition madje by the queen-mother, to fend deputies to court, to de-

clare their grievances, and propofe their demands. Thefe deputies

meeting with others, who came from the catholic provinces, who
had been prevailed upon by the difcontented lords to demand the

fuppieffion of certain new taxes, and a diminution during ten years

of the old, they joined each other. The memorial indeed which

contained th.ir demands was figned only by four or five gentlemen,

but the terms in which it was conceived fhewed the moft immovable

fteadinefs in a party that feemed to derive new ftrength even from itî

lofli • The queen-mother was violently enraged at it ; but the king

not fuffering her to exert any authority upon this occahon, all me
Vol. I. F could
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Gabriel,

count of

Montgo-
mery, the

fame that

wounded
Henry II.

could do was to make ufe of delays till the death of this prince, which
me forefaw was not far diftant. The proteftants penetrated into her

defigns; and, that they might not be prevented, appeared fuddenly in

arms. This was called the rebellion of Shrove Tuefday, becaufe they

pofleffed themfelves of feveral towns on that day *. Montgomery
returned from England to Normandy, where he fortified himfelf. The
queen-mother, and the whole court, was then at St. Germain-en-Laye.

She was refolved, at leaft, to take fuch meafures, that the princes

mould not efcape ; but the attempts that were every day made to get

them out of her power, did not a little embarrafs her. Guitry -{-

and Buhy came one day to St. Germain to carry them away by force ;

the alarm was very great, but the confpirators not having furficiently

fecured the fuccefs of their defign, Catherine had time to fly with the

princes to Paris ; where fhe beheaded Coconnas J and la Mole, the con-

trivers of the plot, and imprifoned the marechals de Montmorency and

de Cone. She afterwards placed guards about the king of Navarre and

the duke of Anjou, and lent foldiers to Amiens to arreft the prince

of Condé, who was there ftridtly watched, and bring him to Paris.

The prince was informed of it, and difguifing himfelf, deluded his

fpies, and the third time happily efcaped to Germany ; where, upon
his arrival, he was declared generaliflimo of the proteftant troops in

France.

The queen-mother took a refolution to fend all her forces againft

the huguenots immediately. They were divided into three armies :

Matignon
||
led the firft into Normandy, where Montgomery, having

only two or three ** inconfiderable forts in his pofleffion, was foon

* Fontenay, Lufignan, Melle, Pons,
Tonnay-Charente, Talmont, Rochefort,

Oriol, Livron, Orange, and other places

in Poitou, Languedoc, Dauphiny, &c.

f John de Chaumont, marquis of Qui-
try or Guitry : Peter de Momay, lord of

Buhy, brother of Du-Pleffis-Mornay. See

an account of this enterprize in the life of

Du-Pleflis-Mornay, book i. p. 26.

% Jofeph Boniface de-la-Mole; Hanibal,

count of Coconnas, a Piedmontefe. " La
" Mole and Coconnas were beloved by two
" great princefles, [the queen of Navarre
" and the duchefs of Nevers] love and
'•*• jealoufy brought them both to dcftruc-
-" tion." Memoirs ofNevers, vol. I. p. 75.

||
James de Matignon, maréchal of

France: he died in the year 1597. This
nobleman, for his great qualities, deferves

all the praifes thatM. de Thou has given

him, particularly for his inviolable attach-

ment to the perfon of his king; a virtue in

thofe times very uncommon. De Thou,
book lxvi.

** Thefe were Carentan,Valogne, Saint

Lo,andDonfront. In this laft he was taken

fighting like a man in defpair. D'Au-
bigné, who was himfelf a zealous pro-

teftant, cannot certainly be fufpecled of
partiality upon this queftion relating to the

promife given to the count by the maréchal.
" The place, fays he, was taken, and

defeated,
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defeated, and obliged to deliver himlelf up to this maréchal, who car-

ried him to Paris, where he was beheaded. The fécond, com- '

manded by the duke de Montpenfier *, went to invert Fontenay,

and afterwards Lufignan, which he took, notwithstanding the bravery

with which the vifcount de Rohan defended it. The prince
-f-

Dau-
phin, who commanded the third, took likewife fome i'mall places in

Dauphiny j but having fat down before Livron, fhamefully raifed the

liege. All was fufpended on account of the king's death, which hap-

pened this year on Pentecoft day. This prince died at the caftle of
Vincennes, in the mort exquifite torments, and bathed in his own
blood. The cruel mafTacre on St. Bartholomew's day was always in

his mind ; and he continued to the laft, by his tears and agonies, to

fhew the grief and remorfe he felt for it ^. The cardinal of Lorrain
||

died alio on the 23d of December, this year, in the pope's territories ; a

day made remarkable by the moft terrible ftorm that ever was known.

J:'

*574-

The king of Poland was informed of his brother's death in thirteen

davs, and the night after the news was brought him, he ftole out of the

" life was promifed to all but the count,
" to whom artful afilirances were given,
u that he fhould not be delivered into any
" other hands than the king's. This I

" am convinced of, notwithstanding the
" contrary has been written. France is

" guilty of but too many perjuries, there
"•

i.-i 110 occafion to invent any to charge
" her with,* &c. vol. II. book ii. chap.vii.

Montgomery fubmitted to his fate like a

hero. De Thou, Brantôme, &c.
* Francis of Bourbon. This branch

of Montpenfier defcended from a Lewis of

Bourbon, fécond fou ofJohn II.ofBourbon.

f Francis of Bourbon, fon to the duke
of Montpenfier, bore this tittle. Memoirs
of Brantôme, vol. III. p. 301.

X He Cent for the king of Navarre, in

whom only lie acknowledged to have found

faith and honour, and moft affectionately

recommended to him his wife and daugh-
ter. Perefixe. A little before he expired

he faid, he was glad he had left no chil-

dren, who would have been too young to

govern the ftate in fuch difficult times.

M ntluc, De Thou, and almoft all the

hiftorians agree in faying, that if he had

lived he would have been a very great

F

prince. He poflefled, and in a great de-

gree, courage, prudence, eloquence, ceco-

nomy, and Ibbriety. he loved polite lite-

rature and learned men ; but he was cho-
leric and a great fwcarer. He was but
twenty-five years of age when he died.

Many contuiions were found in his body.

De Thou. However, there were no proofs

found of his being poifoned, as the author

of the Legend of Claude duke of Guile
fays he was. His death proceeded from vio-

lent exercifes, to which he was very much
addiâed, and a great quantity of bile, that

often made his eyes look quite yellow.

His ftature was tall, but he was not ftrait,

his fhoulders were bent, his legs thin and

weak, his complexion pale, his eyes ghaft-

ly, and his countenance fierce, bee F.

Matthieu, vol. I. book vi. and the life of this

prince written in Latin by Papire Mafion.

||
Charles, cardinal of Lorrain, arch-

bimop of Rheims. See his character in

the third book of Brantome's Memoirs.

He died, fays he, at Avignon 1

if we may give credit to the Legend of St.

Nicaife, p. 138. and moft pioufly, accord-

ing to Matthieu, who wrote his eulogium,

vol. I. book vii. p. 407.

2 . court
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1574. court and fled. In his journey he viiited the emperor Maximilian,
-*-y-"—' and Charles duke of Savoy, and took his route thro' Venice *. In

all thefe places, they gave him advice equally wife and conformable

to his interefts, which was, to grant the protectants peace, and the free

exercife of their religion -, but, inftead of complying with it, he im-
mediately upon his arrival in France broke the truce that had been

granted to them for three months, and changed it, at the folicitations

of the queen-mother, into a declaration of war againft the whole

party; to which a great number of catholics had lately joined them-

felves, out of affection to the maréchal de Damville
-f-,

who had been

diftinguiflied by the imprifonment of his brother.

The king went in perfon to lay fiege a fécond time to Livron,

which he was likewile obliged to raife ; and brought nothing away
with him, but the fhame of finding himfelf infulted from the top of

the walls by the women, and even children, and hearing the raoft fa-

tirical and cutting reflections on the queen his mother. From this time

he always appeard lb different from what he had been when duke
ofAnjou, that it may be faid with reafon, his fhameful flight to Avig-

non was at once the a?ra of his ignominy, his kingdom's misfortunes,

and his own. In his journey to Rheims, whither he went immediately

after to be confecrated, he conceived a paffion for one of the daughters

of the count de Vaudemont ;£, and married her.

1575. It was fortunate for him, that the duke of Anjou was all this

—-">•—J time clofely confined j but after Henry's coronation, this prince, who
again quitted his title to take that of Monfieur, enjoyed, as well as the

king of Navarre, a little more liberty, which was increafed or leiTened

according to the reports that were brought of their correfpondence

with the enemies of the queen-mother ||. One of Catherine's other

* The reader may confult Matthieu,
||
Henry III. hated Monfieur, on ac-

vol. I. upon the departure of Henry III. of count of his having, as he fuppofed, at-

Poland, and the particulars of his journey. tempted to poifon him. He endeavoured

t Henry de Montmorency, duke of to perfuade the king of Navarre to kill

Damville, fécond fon of the conftable Anne this prince, but was refufed with horror,

de Montmorency. Henry III. being ill with a diforder in

% Louifa of Lorrain, daughter of Nico- his ear, the king of Navarre one day faid

hs, duke of Mercoeur, count of Vaude- to the duke of Guife, whom he loved,

mont, and Margaret of Egmond, his firft " Our man is very ill." The duke an-
wife. Matthieu gives this princefs great fwered the firft time, " It will be nothing."

praifes for her virtue and affection to her The fécond, " We muft think of it."

juifband. Vol. II. book iii. p. 438. And the third he faid to him, " I under-

cares
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cares was to difunitc thefe two princes ; which lhc effected, by pro-

mifmg each of them fcparately the poft of lieutenant-general of

French armies, and by making nie of fuch means as ieldom fail to

fucceed, intrigues of gallantry, and competitions in love. Notwith-

standing all her arts, Monfieur efcaped at lad: he deceived his guards,

and rledin difguife on the evening of the 17th of September. He no

fooner gained Dreux, than he faw himfelf attended by a numerous

court, and at the head or a powerful party.

The prince of Condé had laboured fo effectually in Germany,

that prince Cafimir was foon in a condition to enter France with a

ftrong army.

Catherine had now recourfe to other ftratagems ; fhe endeavour-

ed to regain Monfieur by the moft fpecious offers, and purfued him

from city to city, always attended by a train of young and beautihd

ladies, on whom fhe relied ftill more. In a word *, fhe fucceeded fo

well, that he fell at laft into the fnare fhe laid for him.

The king of Navarre, who had given credit to her promife of

making him lieutenant-general, thought himfelf now fecure of it,

and rejoiced at firft that he had got rid of Monfieur, whom he always

looked upon as his rival ; but the ladies de Carnavelet and de Sauves

drew him out of his miftake. They made him comprehend, that if

one of them could pretend to this great employment, it would be

Monfieur, of whofe reconciliation it would be made the price ; but

that in reality Catherine deceived them both, and that he in particu-

lar had nothing to expect, but a more rigorous captivity. This opened

the prince's eyes, and he now wholly applied himfelf to the recovery

of his liberty. The means were offered him one day in the month of

February, when he was hunting near Senlis
-f-

: his guards being dif-

perfed, he inftantly paffed the Seine at Poiffy, gained Chateau-Neuf

in Timerais, which belonged to him, where he took up fome money
of his farmers, and, followed only by thirty horfe, arrived at Alençon,

which the lord de Hertray had feized in his name. There he had a

conference with Monfieur and the prince of Condé, and they agreed to

" (land you, Sir ;"' and ftriking the hilt of duke of Montpenfier, upon the confines

his fword, " This, added he, is at your fer- of Touraine.
." Matthieu, vol. I. book vii. p. 418. t See an account of this in d'Aubigné,

* They conferred together at Champig- vol. II. chap, xviii. Matthieu, vol. I. book

ny-fur-Vade, a houle belonging to the vii. p. 420, &c.

unite
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1576. unite all their forces. From Alençon the king of Navarre went to

c^" y
—-J Tours; where he no fooner arrived, than he publicly refumed the

exercife of the proteftant religion. I was one of thofe who accompa-

nied this prince in his flight, and during his whole journey. He lent

me from Tours with Fervaques *, to demand the princefs his lifter of

the court. She was delivered to us, and the fécond day after, fhe al-

io refuming her religion, heard fermon in the calvinift church at Cha-
teaudun, and joined the king, who waited for her at Parthenay.

According The three princes, after uniting their troops, found themfelves

to others, at the head of fifty thoufand effective men, and made even Catherine
30,000 tremble. A bloody war was now expected. I threw myfelf into the

infantry, in the character of a volunteer, till an employment more fuit-

able was given me. I made my firft effay in arms in the neighbour-

hood of Tours, where feverâl fkirmifhes happened between detach-

ments from the different parties. The king of Navarre hearing that my
behaviour had more of rafhnefs than courage in it, ordered me to be

called, and faid to me, " Rofny, it is not here that I would have you
" hazard your life; I admire your valour, but I defire you fhould em-
" ploy it on a better occafion." This occafion was not fo near as we
believed, for Catherine finding herfelf deficient in ftrength, had re-

courfe to her ufual artifices. She talked of peace ; fhe offered more
than we thought we could demand ; promifes coft this artful princefs

nothing. In a word, fhe had addrefs enough to make the princes lay

down their arms, and peace was concluded upon, and figned three

months after. This was called Moniieur's peace
-f-,

for, befides that

Catherine's principal view in making it was to gain this prince, he
was fo much the dupe of her artifices, that at laft he wilhed for it,

and folicited it more warmly than any other perfon. It muft be con-

feffed, it was a very advantageous one ; however, the princes never

committed a fault more irreparable than when they figned it.

* William de Hautemer, count of mother and the princes, the memory of

Grancey, lord of Fervaques, &c. mare- the admiral de Coligny and the other pro-

chal of France, and lieutenant-general in teftant chiefs was reftored, chambers of

Normandy. He died in the year 1613, juftice, compofed equally of proteftants and

aged feventy-five years. Madame Ca- catholics, were granted in the principal

therine of Bourbon, afterwards duchefs parliaments, and feveral cities given for

of Bar. fecurity. Monfieur procured alio a large

rable

CaG-

To

f By the edict of fixty-three articles, appennage for himfelf, and a confiderable

pafled at the convent of Beaulieu near fum in money and jewels for prince Cafl-

Loches in Touraine between the queen- mir. De Thou, d'Aubigné, &c.



Book I. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
To this Monfieur added a fécond error as considerable againft his

own interest; he Separated from the protectants*, and by that means

loft opportunities both in France and England, of becoming one of

the mod: powerful princes perhaps in Europe. Thus all things fell out

agreeable to the queen-mother's withes, who, in making this peace,

had nothing in view but the difunion of her enemies.

Henry, upon the conclufion of the peace, retired to Rochelle,

where the inhabitants, except that they offered him no canopy, paid

him all the honours they could have done to the king. The catholics

in this prince's train did not meet with fo favourable a reception. Cau-

mont, afterwards duke of Epernon -}-, was not fuffered to enter the

city, nor any other whom they could prove had embrued his fword

in the bloody Slaughter of the 24th of Auguft.

The king of Navarre ftaid but a thort time in this city. As foon

as he demanded the accomplifhment of the treaty, he became (en-

fible of the great fault he had committed: the queen-mother denied

the had promifed any thing to the proteftants, who were obliged to

take up arms again before the expiration of the year.

I now quitted my firft poft; M. de Lavardin, my kinfman, who John de

had a great affection for me, prefented me with a pair of colours ^fj^*™
1-

in the company he commanded. I was appointed to defend Péri- rLavedin,

gueux, and afterwards Villeneuve, in Agenois, which was threatened maréchal of

with a fiege. The king of Navarre had a defign to undertake fome France -

confiderable enterprizes, but the opportunity for them was loft: the

greateft part of the troops upon which he relied, difappointed him,

and the reft were in fo bad a condition, that it was with difficulty he

made two attempts, the one upon Réole, the other on St. Macary;

in the laft of which he failed. Favas, who conducted that ofJohnFavas,

Réole, put me at the head of fifty foldiers, who entered it with very ™m
e

^a

" p
s

~

little danger. I demanded a like commifiion of Langoiran, to whom
the affàult of St. Macary was entrufted; he granted it, and joined my
coufin Bethune with me: but Favas retained us in the fécond troop.

* In reality Monfieur, on this occa- taken by each party on occafion of this

fton, facrificea the king ofNavarre and the treaty.

huguenots to his interefts, or his politics. f John Lewis de Nojaret de la Valette,

In the memoirs of Nevers, vol. 1. p. 90. duke of Epernon. He will be mentioned

and following, may be feen all the fteps hereafter.

This
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This I mention as an inftance of the firft good fortune I met with in

war, for the inhabitants of St. Macary, having had notice of our de-

fign, received us fo well, that not a man of the firft troop, who had
courage to enter, ever returned.

At the fiege of Ville-Franche, in Périgord, which was afterwards

carried on by Lavardin, I was expofed to a danger more coniiderable.

During the affault, having mounted the walls with my colours, I was
overthrown by the pikes and halberts into the ditch, where I lay funk
in the mud, and fo entangled with my colours, that had it not been

for the afliftance of la Trape, my valet de chambre, and fome foldiers,

who helped me to get up, I mull infallibly have perifhed. The city

being forced while they were parlying on the walls, it was given up
to pillage. I gained a purfe of a thoufand crowns in gold for my
fhare, which an old man, who waspurfued by five or fix foldiers, gave

me to fave his life. The name of Ville-Franche recalls to my me-
mory a very fingular adventure that happened fome time after. The
inhabitants of this town having formed the defign of feizingupon Mont-

Pcngord,
pazier, another little neighbouring town, by furprize, they chofe for

confines of tne execution of it the very fame night which the citizens of Montpa-
Quercy. zier had, without knowing any thing of the matter, pitched upon to

make themfelves matters of Ville-Franche. Chance ordered it fo, that

the parties taking different ways, did not meet; all was executed with

fo much the lefs difficulty, as the walls of both towns were wholly

without defence. They pillaged, they glutted themfelves with booty,

each thought himfelf happy till day appeared, and difcovered the mif-

take. They then came to a compofition, every thing was reftored to

its right owner, and they returned to their refpective habitations. Such
was the manner of making war in thofe times; it confifted of feizing

by artifice the towns and caftles of the enemy, though often thofe at-

tempts produced very bloody engagements.

It mud be confeffed, however, that the king ofNavarre was very in-

differently forved: his army was almoft equally compofed of proteftants

and catholics, and he often faid, that his obligations were greateft to the

laft, for they ferved him difintereftedly, and through pure attachment

Lewis de
to

'

nis Pcr ôn : °ut it was this medley of catholics and proteftants that

Léfignon,of ruined his affairs. Meilleurs de Turenne, de Montgomery, de Guitry,
S. Gelais, de Léfignon, de Favas, de Pardaillan, and other principal proteftants,
enrydAl-

}ia(j an invincible averlion to meftieurs de Lavardin, de MiofTens, de

ron of Grammont, de Duras, de Saint Colombe, de Roquelaure, de Bogole,

MioiTens. de Podins.
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de Podins, and other catholic officers. This appeared, amongrt other 1570.

occafions, in an affair where 1 was concerned : an officer named Fron- *-—*"—

'

tenac, having treated me contemptuoufly on account of my youth, b"^"^,.
6

added, that the milk wa? not out of my nofe. I replied, that I found Frontenac,

myfelf rtrong enough to draw Wood from his with my fword. This

quarrel made a noile; and what was very extraordinary, tho' my anta-

gonirt was a catholic, and myfelf a proteitant, yet the vifcount de Tu- Henry de la

renne promifed him his affirtance, and that of his proteftant friends Tour, vif-

againft me; which M. de Lavardin being informed of, he and his ca- Xurenne
tholics offered their fervices to me. The vifcount's hatred to me, pro- afterwards

ceeded from my having taken Langoiran's part (to whom I was obliged) dul"; of

in a quarrel he had with that nobleman. M. de Turenne expected,
U1 0I

that wherever he and Langoiran were together, the latter mould re-

ceive orders from him as his general. Langoiran, who thought his

birth equal to Turenne's, made a jeft of his pretenfions ; and adding

fome ftrokes of raillery, fpoke of Turenne as a bigot, who came over

to the reformed, only becaufe Bully * had fupplanted him in Monfieur's

favour. When the quarrel was compofed, I was advifed to feek the

friendfhip of Turenne. I complied, but he anfwered my firft advances

fo ill, that I drew back, and we continued at a greater diftance than ever.

This animofity between the parties gave rife to an oppofition in the

king of Navarre's councils, which blafted many of his defigns, and in

particular that upon Marmande. Lavardin having attacked it, con- In Agenois,

trary to the advice of la Noue, and even of the king of Navarre him- u Pon the

felf, he cauled lèverai bodies, of a hundred arquebufiers each, to advance,

with orders to poffefs themfelves of the hollows and other advantageous

parts near the walls of this city. The command of one of thele bodies

was given to me; and fcarce had I ported myfelf at about two hun-

dred paces diftant from the city, when I was attacked by a detach-

ment of the befieged three times fuperior to mine in number: I en-

trenched my men, and being favoured by fome houles, we defended

ourfelves a long time. The king of Navarre, who faw the danger to

which we were expofed, ran to us, covered only with a cuirafs, fought

the whole day, and gave us time to feize the deftined ports; but they

were of little uie to us, as we had not men enough to furround the

city on all fides ; and the king of Navarre would have had the mortifi-

* Lewis de Clermont de Bufly d'Am- he had fome time after with the lady de

boife, celebrated for his valour and per- Montforeau, he was killed by her hufband

jbnal accomplifhments. In an aflignation and his domeftics.

Vol. I. G cation
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cation of not being able to approach it, and of being under a neceffity

of fhamefully railing the fiege, had not the arrival of the maréchal de

Biron, with propofals for an accommodation, furnifhed him with an

honourable pretence for withdrawing his troops.

A truce only could be agreed upon, during which the king of

Navarre went to Bearn, to vint the princefs his lifter, or rather the

young Tignonville *, with whom he was in love. I was permitted to

accompany him; and giving back my enfign's commitïion to M. de

Lavardin, who beftowed it upon young Bethune, my coulin, I quit-

ted my equipage of war, and took one more fuitable to the character I

was now to appear in. My œconomy during three or four years, joined

to my military profits, made my finances fo confiderable, that I faw

myfelf now in a condition to entertain feveral gentlemen in my pay,

with whom I attached myfelf folely to the perlbn of the king. As I

had no inclination to defcend from this ftation, I regulated my dome-
ftic affairs in fuch a manner, that the king of Navarre, who was al-

ways attentive to the conduct of his officers, confeffed to me after-

wards, that I owed the greateft part of that efteem with which he

honoured me, to the prudent œconomy he obferved in this difpofition

of my affairs. It was my youth only that made this conduct appear

extraordinary, for I began early to be fenfible of what advantage it is,

to preferve an exact regularity in domeftic concerns. Such a propen-

fity, in my opinion, is a very happy prefage, either for a fbldier or a

ftatefman.

During our fray at Bearn, nothing was thought of but diverfions

and gallantry. The tafte which Madame, the king's lifter, had for

amufements, proved an inexhauftible fource of them to us. Of this

princefs I learned the trade of a courtier, which I was yet unacquaint-

ed with. She had the goodnefs to make me one in all her parties;

and I remember, flie would teach me herfelf the fteps of a dance in a

ballet that was performed with the greateft magnificence.

The truce was now almoft expired, and the king of Navarre, who
A city of had been informed that the city Eaufe, excited by the mutineers, had

refufed to give entrance to a garrifon he lent thither, ordered us to

* This young lady was daughter to ma- mademoifclle Navarre. Mademoifclle Tig-
dam de Tigmmviïlè, governefs to madame nonville was afterwards married to the

the king of Navarre's filler, who in the baron of Pangeas.

of Navarre was generally called

come,
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come, with our arms concealed under our hunting-habits, to a certain 1576.

part of the country, where he himielt" waited for us. He arrived at *—*"v——

'

the gates of this city before they could be advertifed of his march, and

entered it, without meeting with any reliibance, at the head of fifteen

or fixteen of his men, who had followed him clofer than the reil of the

troop. As foon as the mutineers perceived this, they called out to have

the draw-bridge initantly let down; which was accordingly done, and

fell almolt upon the buttocks of my horfe and Bethune's, lb that we
were feparated from the body, which remained without the city. The
rebels at the fame time rung the alarm-bell, and arming haflily, a band

of fifty foldiers came thundering upon us : among thefe we diftinguiih-

ed three or four voices, which cried, " Fire upon that fcarlet cloak,

" and white plume, for it is the king of Navarre." " My friends,

" my companions," faid this prince, turning towards us, " it is here

" that you mult (hew courage and refolution, for our lafety depends

" upon what we now act; follow me then, and do as I do, widiout

" firing your piftols.*' As he ended thefe words, he marched fiercely

up to the mutineers with his piftol in his hand: they could not luftain

the thock, and were foon dilperied; three or four fmall bodies of men
prefented themfelves afterwards, and thefe alio we drove before us ;

but the enemies drawing together, to the number of two hundred, and

our forces being greatly diminilhed, the danger became inevitable.

The king retired to the gate, which facilitated his defence, and there

he kept firm. He had the prclence of mind to order two of us to

climb up upon the belfrey, and make a fign to our companions, who
continued in the field, to advance and force the gate. This they per-

formed with the more eafe, as very fortunately the bridge had not been

drawn up.

Those of the citizens who were well affected to the king, but

had been forced by the feditious into their meafures, perceiving the fol-

diers upon the point of entering the city, attacked the rebels behind.

Thefe lalt defended themfelves till the gate being forced, the city

filled with our troops. All would have been put to the (word, and

even the city abandoned to pillage, had not the principal inhabitants,

with their conluls at their head, thrown themfelves at the king's

feet, and implored his pardon. He granted it, and contented him-

felf with puniihing only thofe four perlons who had fired upon the

white plume.

G 2 ÏHS
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The king of Navarre leaving * Bethune governor in Eaufe, ad-

vanced haftily towards Mirande, upon advice, that St. Criq, a catholic

gentleman of his party, had poffefied himfelf of the city; butnothav-

ng men enough to keep it, had been obliged to throw himfelf, with

his troops, into the tower, where he was befieged, and hard preffed

by the citizens and garrifon of the place. Notwithftanding the king

marched with all poihble diligence, he could not prevent the unhappy

fate of this officer, whohadjuft been taken, and burnt with all his

men, when Henry appeared before the walls of Mirande. The inha-

bitants, who thought to draw him into their power, artfully concealed

what had happened, and made the trumpets found, as if St. Criq was

rejoicing for the affiflance they brought him; when a huguenot fol-

dier in the city, perceiving the danger into which the king ofNavarre

was going to precipitate himfelf, together with all his men, who mull

infallibly have perifhed, through the great fuperiority of the enemies

numbers, came over the wall, to inform him of the ihare that was laid

for him. The king now thought of nothing but retreating; but as he

was very far advanced, the inhabitants of Mirande foon perceived that

their defign was prevented, and fallying out, attacked him in his re-

treat. Myfelf and young Bethune having engaged too far amidfr. the

enemy, were furrounded on all fides: defpair added to our ftrengfh,

and we fought like men who were refolved to fell their lives dear; but

we ihould certainly have been overpowered, extreme wearinefs ma-

king it hardly poffible for us to ufe our arms any longer, when hap-

pily for us Léfignan, and the elder Bethune, whom the king of Na-
varre had fent to our affiflance, charged the enemy fo fiercely, that

they gave back, and afforded us the means of retreating. The fieur

d'Yvetot, a gentleman of Normandy, and la Trape, my valet de

chambre, did me great fervice upon this occafion.

The king of Navarre, feeing night approach, gave orders to ceafe

fighting, and retired to Jegun; where two or three days after, the

royal troops, with the maréchal de Villars at their head, appeared in

arms, drawn thither by the report of the attempt upon Mirande. Jt

would have been rafhnefs to attempt them, therefore we kept firmly

intrenched, and fought only to engage them to force us; but this

they durfl not attempt. The two armies continued in view of each

other till night : a combat of fix againfl fix was piopofed by Lavardin

and la Devèfe; but we not being able to agree amongil ourfelves

* See all thefe little military expeditions in d'Aubigné, book ii.

2 about
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about the choice of the combatants, the king and the marquis de Vil-

lars both drew off their refpedtive troops the beginning of the night.

Some time after the king of Navarre going from Leictoure to

Montauban, commanded the count de Meilles and me with rive and Frederick de

twenty horie, to fall upon a body of mufqueteers, which the inha- £°'
n

x

d .

cl

1

<

;

bitants of Beaumont had ported in the vineyards and hollow places Beaumont

in our paffage. We engaged, and drove them almoft to the city gates, of Lomagne

from whence about an hundred foldiers came out to their affiftance; inArmag-

part of thele we left dead upon the place, and the reft were drowned

in the ditches. The king, who law the rampart begin to be crouded

with foldiers, did not think proper to purfue this advantage, and con-

tinued his rout.

At his return, he endeavoured to avoid paffing under the walls of

this city, and took a lower road, by a place, which, if I remember
right, was called * St. Nicholas, near Mas de Verdun. Scarce had we
marched a league, when we heard the beating of drums, and difco-

vered a party of three hundred mufqueteers, marching in very indiffe-

rent order, under five enfigns. A council was immediately held; fome
were of opinion that we ihould attack the enemy, notwithstanding

the fuperiority of their numbers; others difapproved this. The king

of Navarre, who wanted only to try them, ordered fifty horfe to ad-

vance, and in the mean time we drew up in a line, with our dome-
flics behind us, and prefented a front to the enemy, which concealed

the fmallnefs of our numbers. The fhining of our armour contributed

to deceive them: they fled acrofs the woods, whither we purfued

them; till meeting with a church, they entered it, and barricaded

themlelves within.

This church was very large, ftrong, and well furnifhed with

provilbns, being the accuftomed retreat of the peafants ; a great

number of them were then fhut up in it. The king of Navarre

undertook to force it, and fent to Montauban, Leicfoure, and other

neighbouring towns, for workmen and foldiers for that purpofe ; not

doubting but Beaumont, Mirande, and other towns of the catholic

party, would fend powerful fuccours to the befieged, if they were

not prevented. In the mean time we endeavoured, with the affift-

ance of our fervants, to undermine the church. The choir was al-

* St. Nicolas de la Grave. Mas de Verdun, or Mas Gamier, a city of Armagnac.

lotted
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l 577' l° tted tome; and in the fpace of twelve hours I made an opening in

*—"-v""—' it, though the wall was oi a great thicknefs, and built of a very hard

ftone: afterwards by means of a fcaffold railed over this gap, I threw

a great quantity of grenadoes into the body of the church. The be^

Jleged had no water, and were obliged to temper their meal with wine ;

and what incommoded them ftill more, they had neither furgeons,

linen, nor falves for the wounds that were given them by the granadoes.

A powerful reinforcement being fent from Montauban to the king of

Navarre, they capitulated, and this prince contented himfelfwith only

ordering feven or eight of the moll mutinous to be hanged; but he
was obliged to abandon them all to the fury of the inhabitants of

Montauban, who forced them out of our hand, and butchered them
without mercy. We learned the caufe of that rage which animated

them againft thefe wretches, in the reproaches they made them, of

having carried away fix women, whom, after they had ravifhed, they

put to death, by filling them with gunpowder, and fetting fire to it.

A horrid excefs of the moft favage cruelty !

The fiâtes, which were then held at Blois, named the archbiihop

of Vienne *, and the duke of Montpenfier and Richelieu, for deputies

to the king of Navarre. This prince fent Bethune and me as far as

Bergerac, to receive them. They were commiflioned to exhort the

king of Navarre to embrace the catholic religion, which the fiâtes had
declared fliould be maintained throughout the kingdom. This inter-

view, which had produced a fufpenlion of arms, having had no other

erFeft, the deputies returned, and hoftilities began again.

Cartel Ja- Some attempts were made upon Cartel Jaloux and Nerac, by the

fMMP admiral de Villars
-f-

; but the king of Navarre was prefent every

loùx neaT where, and difconcerted all his defigns. He expofed himfelf to equal

Auch. dangers with the meaneft foldier, and gave a Itriking proof of the

InGuyenne, greatnefs of his courage at Nerac; when being furrounded by a body
the capital

f Alb et
* The three deputies whom the ftatcs feflion of the ftates of Blois, in Matthieu,

re
' fent to the king of Navarre, were Peter vol. I. book vii. p. 438, and in the Mo-

de Villars, archbifhop of Vienne, for the moirs of Nevers, vol. I. p. 166, and fol-

dergy; Andrew of Bourbon, lord of Ru- lowing.

benpre, for the nobility; and Ménager, f Honorât of Savoy, marquis of Villars.

general of the finances of Touraine, "for Although he was made admiral by the

the third ftate. Here therefore is a fault king during the admiral de CoUgny's life,

in thefe Memoirs : confult deThou, d'Au- he did not in reality exercife that erhploy-

bigné, &c. See alfo an account of the ment till after the death of that nobleman.

of
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of horfe, detached on purpofe to furprife him, he repulfed them almoft 1 $yy.

by his fingle valour. It was not in our power, by the moft earned ^—"^ "*

intreaties, to make him take more care of his life; and his example

animating us in our turn, twelve or fifteen of us were bold enough to

advance within piftol-fhot of the whole catholic army. The king of

Navarre, who obferved us, faid to Bethune, " Go to your eouiin,

" the baron of Rofny; he is rafh and heedlefs to the lafl degree; bring

" him and his companions off; for the enemy feeing us retire, will no

" doubt charge us fo fiercely, that they will be all either taken or

** killed." I obeyed this order, and the prince perceiving my horfe

wounded in the moulder, reproached me for my temerity, in a man-

ner, however, wholly obliging. He propofed this day a combat of

four againfl four; but it did not take place, the admiral having given

the fignal for retreating.

It was of the lafl importance to the king of Navarre to hinder the

taking of Brouage, then befieged by the duke * of Maxenne. Ac- A city and

cordingly he haftened thither, leaving the vilcount of Turenne to bring portmSam-

his troops after him; but beiide that this nobleman did not arrive foon

enough to (uccour the city, the interview between the king of Navarre

and the prince ofCondé at Pons fo exafperated them againfl each other, In Sain-

that the prince of Condé wanted to right with the vilcount de Tu- tonSe -

renne, whom he accufed of being the author of their milunderftand-

ing, and foon after openly feparated from the king of Navarre.

The peace which fucceeded accidents fo unfavourable to the re-

formed, was the fole work of Henry III. who was defirous of giving

tin's mortification to the Guifes. War was no longer agreeable, either

to his inclinations, which led him to a flrange kind of life, divided

between devotion and fenfuality -j-, nor to his defigns, that tended

only to the crulhing of the princes of Lorrain, now grown too

powerful by the league. But although this peace % was lefs advanta-

* Charles deLorrain, duke of Mai'enne, % By the treaty that was concluded at

fécond fon of Francis of Lorrain, duke of Bergerac, between the king of Navarre
Guife. Me was general of the league. and the maréchal de Biron, and the edict

-f There is nothing, faid Sixtus V. to that followed in the latter end of Septem-
rardinal de Joyeufe, which your king has ber, the number of churches was diminifh-

not done, and does, to be a monk; nor cd, the cxercife of the pretended reformed
nothing which I have not done to avoid religion was prohibited ten leagues round
being one. He had no lefs than a hundred Paris, the burying-places of the calvi-

and fifty valets de chambre, mini/lr et cuti- nilts in this city taken away, the liberty

(uLuius, fays Bufbeq, Ep. 31. of marriages revoked, the chamb

geou
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Fleix in

Perigord.

57 3.

geous to the huguenots than that ofMonfieur, yet they obferved the

articles of it with more fidelity than the catholics; who while it ftili

iubfifted, poffeffed themfelves of Agen, and Villeneuve, for which it

was importable to make them give fatisfaction. The confequence of

a peace fo very ill obferved, was an inactivity full of diftruft; which
rather refembled a long fufpenfion of arms, than a real peace. In this

manner paffed the remainder of this year, and part of the following.

Whether it was, that the queen-mother was defirous of labour-

ing effectually to compofe the troubles of the ftate, or that fhe had
fecret defigns, which obliged her to gain, if poffible, the king of Na-
varre, fhe quitted Paris with all her court, and making the tour of
the provinces, had a conference with this prince at Réole and Auch.
She even ftaid with him a long while, at different times, either at

Nerac*, Coutras, Fleix, or other places; for the year 1578, and
part of 1579, were wholly confumed in journeys from one place to

another, and reciprocal complaints of the bad execution of treaties,

which indeed both parties did not fcruple to infringe.

The mixture of two courts equally remarkable for gallantry,

produced fuch an effect as might have been expected. Nothing was
feen but balls, feftivals, and polite entertainments : but while love be-

came the ferious bufinefs of the courtiers, Catherine was wholly ab-

forbed in politics : for once, however, fhe did not fucceed. She, in-

deed, reconciled the king of Navarre to his wife, then greatly dif-

gufted with the proceedings of her brother Henry III. towards her;

but fhe could never draw this prince again to Paris, nor prevail upon
him to refign to her thofe places of fecurity, to obtain which had been

her principal view.

I should fwell thefe Memoirs too much
a detail of this medley of politics and gallantry

were I to enter into

and, to confefs the

truth, my youth and other affairs, more fuitable to my inclinations,

juftice compofcd of half catholics and half

proteftants fuppreffed in Paris, Rouen, Di-
jon, and Rennes, &c. King Henry III.

called this his treaty. Neither party ob-
ferved it faithfully : the catholics complain-

ed that feveral articles were infringed by
the calvinifts. Memoirs of Nevers.

* At Nerac, fays le Grain, the queen-

mother had feveral conferences with the

king of Navarre, her fon-in-law, in which
fome articles were explained, but not all;

for the good lady would always keep her

Spanifh gcnnet by the bridle as much as

file was able. It was here that Henry IV.
fell in love with the two ladies, d'Agelle

and Tofleufc.

did
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did not permit me to engage in the firft; as for gallantry, befides that

I have loll the remembrance of it, a trifling detail of intrigues would,

in my opinion, make a very indiffèrent figure here. Tis fufficient to

fay, that all was reduced to a délire of pleafing, and fupplanting each

other : I fhall not, however, omit fome adventures relating to the war.

The queen-mother and the king of Navarre, could only agree upon

a truce, which was to be in force over the whole kingdom, till the

prince and fhe feparated : but, whether fhe thought war would afford

her a more favourable opportunity of feizing feveral towns by fur-

prize and artifice, or that this method was more likely to accomplie

her views, ihe was not forry that both parties feemed to forget they

were in peace, and treated each other as enemies. It was now re-

folved, that there mould only be a truce where the court was, and

not to extend beyond a league and a half, or two leagues, from the

place where the queen and the princes relided. This gave rife to a

contrait altogether new : here they loaded each other with civilities,

and converted with the greatelt familiarity ; there they fought with

the utmoft fury and animofity. The two courts being at Auch, upon

a ball night, news was brought to the king of Navarre, that the go-

vernor of Réole, who was an old man, and a zealous proteftant,

having conceived a violent pafiion for one of the queen-mother's maids

of honour, had been prevailed upon to violate his duty, and deliver up

the town to the catholics. The king of Navarre, who would not long

defer his revenge, privately ordered me, and three or four others, to

withdraw, and with our arms, concealed under our hunting-habits,

join him in the fields. We got together as many of our people as we
could ; and taking care that the entertainment fhould fuffer no in-

terruption, left the hall, and joined the king, with whom we marched

all night ; and arriving early in the morning at Fleurence, the gates of

which were open, feized it without oppoiition. The queen-mother,

who could have fworn that the king of Navarre had lain at Auch,

was greatly furprized next morning with the news of this expedition ;

however, fhe was the firft to laugh at it : "I fee, laid fhe, this is in

" revenge for Réole : the king of Navarre was refolved to have
" nut for nut, but mine has the better kernel."

An adventure of the fame kind happened a fhort time after. When InGuienne

the court was at Coutras, the king of Navarre having refolved to feize " ear Ll ~

St. Emilion, he fent us over-night to St. Foi, which was not com- Upon t

'

he

prehended in the truce, from whence we marched to St. Emilion, with Dordogne

Vol. I. H a petard, in Agenoi.>.
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a petard, which we fattened by two port-holes to a great tower. The
burfting of this machine made a noife that was heard even at Coutras.

A breach was made in the tower wide enough to admit two men
a-breaft, and by this means the town was taken. The queen-mother

was enraged, and faid openly, that fhe looked upon this adion as a

premeditated infult, St. Emilion being within the bounds of the truce.

'Tis certain, that the diftance between Coutras and this town was fuch

as rendered the cafe a little doubtful; but the king of Navarre, who
knew that a few days before, the citizens of St. Emilion had pillaged

a proteftant merchant, which the queen-mother maintained to be a

lawful prize, juftified what he had done by this fact, and all was
paffed over.

It often happened, that the two courts feparated from each other,

when any thing fell out to give either of them difguft.; but the defire

of pleafure, which languished while they were divided, foon brought

them together again. The queen-mother's court was carried by the

king of Navarre to Foix ; where, among other diverlions, he was re-

folved to give them that of bear-hunting. The ladies were frighted ;

this entertainment did not fuit with their delicacy. Some of thefe

animals tore the horfes to pieces; others overthrew ten Swifs, and as

many fufileers ; and one of them, who had been wounded in feveral

places, mounting upon a rock, threw himfeif down headlong, with

leven or eight hunters whom he held faft in his paws, and crufhed

them to pieces.

At laft the queen-mother left the king of Navarre, and continued

her rout through Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiny, where fhe

had an interview widi the duke of Savoy, and returned to Paris, leaving

all things in the fame ftate in which fhe found them; that is, in a peace

which only increafed the doubts and fufpicions of each party : howcvc :-,

(he did not forget to feduce part of the king of Navarre's catholic offi-

cers ; among whom were Lavardin, Grammont *, and Duras. Another

effect of her pretence was, to embroil fo perfectly the prince with the

vilcount of Turenne, that he challenged him to a fingle duel. Tu-
renne went indeed to the place of combat, but it was only to make
thofè fubmiffions which he owed to the high quality of his antago-

nist. This duel produced nothing fatal, but the vifeount received

feveral wounds in a fécond, to which he was challenged by Duras

and

• Philibert de Grammont. John de Durfort.



Book I. M E M O I R S O F S U L L Y. 51

and Rofan *. It was faid at that time, that the advantage they had 1 580.

over Turenne, upon this occalion, was owing to an artirice fcarcely v—-v—J
allowable.

After the queen-mother's departure, the court of Navarre went

to Montauban, and from thence to Nerac, where they continued fome

time, uncertain whether it would not be proper to renew the war.

This court being no lefs voluptuous than that of France, nothing was

thought of but pleafures and gallantly.

The news of the catholics having taken the city of Figeac by fur- A city of

prize, and holding the caftle befieged, determined them to take arms Quércy, up-

immediately. The king of Navarre fent the vilcount Turenne to raife £"
es
^°^

the liege; who at parting faid to me, " Well, Sir, will you be of vergne.

" our party?" " Yes, Sir, I replied, I l'hall be always of your party,

" provided it is for the fervice of the king my mafter, and yours at all

" times, when you favour me with your friendfhip."

The catholics, furprized at our diligence, abandoned Figeac; and

the war being now begun by the huguenots, they made above forty

attempts on different places, of which three only fucceeded
-f-.

Thefc

were Fere in Picardy, Montagu in Poitou, and Cahors. At this laft

I was prefent, for which reafon, as well as that of all the towns at-

tacked by petard and undermining, this was the moft remarkable, I

fhall give fome account of it.

* The two brothers, Durfort de Duras, morency, coming thither about that time,

and Durfort de Rofan, fought with the was confulted on this aûion; and

vilcount de Turenne, and John de Gon- was his opinion, as well as that of many
taut de Biron, baron of Salignac, his others, that the vilcount de Turenne was
fécond. Although the brothers were armed at liberty to fatisfy his revenge by any

with coats of mail, yet the difadvantnge means whatever, without expofiii

was wholly on their fide. The vilcount own life. Memoirs ofthe duke de Bo
permitted Rofan to rife, and Salignac al- Ion. I lis life by Marfolier. De Thou,
lowed Duras to change his fword; at the Brantôme in the tenth volume of his Me-

loment nine or ten armed men fell moirs, fpeaking of duels, feems to doubt

upon the vilcount, and left him upon whether this duel was conducted in the

the place pierced with two and twenty manner it was reported, confidering the

wounds, none of which, however, proved reputation the two brothers were in

mortal. He recovered, and generoully in- courage and honour,
treated the queen-mother to pardon Duras. f See all thefe expeditions particularly

The maréchal de Damville, called by the related in dAubigne, vol. II. book iv.

of his brother, maréchal de Mont-

H 2 Cahors
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1580. Cahors is a large and populous city, furrounded on three fides

*—" y~"J by water. * Vefins, who was governor of it, had above two thou-

I ot\vafhe°
ânc^ men > Dendes a hundred horfe, under his command ; and he

its walls. obliged the citizens alfo to take arms. He kept himfelf upon his

guard like a man who expected to be attacked ; which we difcovered

by a paper found in his cabinet, on which he had wrote thefe few
words with his own hand, " A fig for the huguenots." The king of

Navarre, whofe little army was weakened by the abfence of Chouppes,

and who faw no means of opening himfelf a paflage but by petard and

undermining, did not, however, defpair of taking the city. He rein-

Towns in forced his troops with all the foldiers he could find in Montauban,
Quercy. Négrepelilfe, St. Antonin, Cajare, and Senevieres ; but the whole did not

amount to more than fifteen hundred men, with whom he left Mont-
auban, and arrived about midnight within a quarter of a league of

Cahors. It was in the month of June, the weather extremely hot,

with violent thunder, but no rain. He ordered us to halt in a planta-

tion of walnut trees, where a fountain of running-water afforded us

fome refreihment. Here he fettled the order of his march, and of the
—de Ter- whole attack. Two petardeers belonging to the vifcount Gourdon,

of Gourdon. tne chief contriver of this enterprize, followed by ten of the braveft

foldiers in the king's guards, marched before us, to open a pafiage into

the city. They were fuftained by twenty others, and thirty horfe
Charles le f the king's guards likevvife, under the conduct of St. Martin, their

Martin He caPt:un ; iortY gentlemen, commanded by Roquelaure, and fixty

was flain foldiers of the guard compofed another body, in which I was, and
there. marched afterwards. The king of Navarre, at the head of two hun-
Antonyde dred men, divided into four bands, came next ; the remainder of his

little army, which made a body of about one thoufand or twelve hun-
dred arquebufiers, in fix platoons, clofed the march.

We had three gates to force; thefe we made haffe to throw down
with the petard, after which we made ufe of hatchets. The breaches

were lb low, that the firff who entered were obliged to creep through

upon their hands and feet. At the noife of the petard, forty men armed,

and about two hundred arquebufiers, ran almofl: naked to dilpute

our entry; mean time the bells rung the alarm, to warn every body
to ftand to their defence. In a moment the houfes were covered with

* The fame who is mentioned in the at the head of his people, the king of Na-
boginning of this book. It is thought, varre would not have made himfelf maiter

that if he had not been flain in the attack, of the place.

foldiers,
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foldiers, who threw large pieces of wood, tiles, and ftones upon us, 1580.

with repeated cries of " Charge, kill them." We foon found, that *—"~* '

they were reiblved to receive us boldly; it was neceflary, therefore, at

firfr, to iuftain an encounter, which lafted above a quarter of an hour,

and was very terrible. I was caft to the ground by a large ftone that

was thrown out of a window; but by the affiftance of the fieur de la

Bertichere, and la Trape, my valet de chambre, I recovered, and

relumed my poft. All this time we advanced very little, for frefh

platoons immediately fucceeded thoie that fled before us; lb that be-

fore we gained the great fquare, we had endured more than twelve

battles. My cuiffes being loofened, I was wounded in the left thigh.

At lait we got to the fquare, which we found barricaded, and with

infinite labour we demolifhed thofe works, being all the time expofed

to the continual diicharge of the artillery, which the enemy had
formed into a battery.

The king of Navarre continued at the head of his troops during

all theie attacks; he had two pikes broke, and his armour was battered

in feveral places by the fire and blows of the enemy. We had already

performed enough to have gained a great victory; but lb much re-

mained to do, that the battle feemed only to bejuft begun; the city

being of large extent, and filled with fo great a number of foldiers,

that we in comparifon of them were but a handful. At every crofs-

way we had a new combat to fuftain, and every ftone houfe we were
obliged to ftorm; each inch of ground was fo well defended, that the

king of Navarre had occalîon for all his men, and we had not a mo-
ment's leifure to take breath.

It is hardly credible that we could endure this violent exercife for

five whole days and nights; during which time, not one of us durft

quit his poft for a fingle moment, take any nourifhment, but with
his arms in his hand; or fleep, except for a few moments leaning

againft the fhops. Fatigue, faintnefs, the weight of our arms, and
the exceffive heat, joined to the pain of our wounds, deprived us of

the little remainder of our ftrength; our feet fcorched with heat, and
bleeding in many places, gave us agonies impofiible to be exprefled.

The citizens, who fuffered none of thefe inconveniencies, and
who became every minute more fenfible of the fmallnefs of our num-
bers, far from furrendering, thought of nothing but protracting the

fight
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light till the arrival of fome fuccours, which they faid were very near :

they fent forth great cries, and animated each other by our obftinacy.

Though their defence was weak, yet they did enough to oblige us to

keep upon our guard, which completed our misfortunes. In this

extremity, the principal officers went to the king, and advifed him
to affemble as many men as he could about his perlbn, and open him-
felf a retreat. They redoubled their inftances at the report which was

fpread, and which they found to be true, that the fuccours expected

by the enemy were arrived at the bar, and would be fo foon in the

city, that he would have but juft time to force the wall, and fecure

himfelf a paffage. But this brave prince, whofe courage nothing was
ever able to fupprefs, turning towards them with a finding counte-

nance, and air fo intrepid, as might have infpired courage into the

moft pufillanimous heart: " 'Tis heaven, faid he, which dictates what
" I ought to do upon this occafion; remember then, that my retreat

" out of this city, without having fécured one alfo to my party, fhall be
" the retreat of my foul from my body. My honour requires this ofme;
" fpeak therefore to me of nothing but fighting, conqueft, or death."

Animated by thefe words, and the example of fo brave a leader,

we began to make new efforts ; but in all probability, we fhould at laft

Peter de have been wholly defeated, but for the arrival of Chouppes, whom the
Chouppes. king haa

1

the precaution to fend for before the attack : he, having un-

derftood the danger Henry was in, opened himfelf a paffage into the

city, with five or fix hundred foot, and a hundred horfe, trampling

over the enemy as he paffed, who gathered in crouds to obftruct.

his way. As foon as he joined us, we marched together to the bar,

where the enemies fuccours were endeavouring to enter. All this

quarter we forced, and when we had made ourfelves mafters of the

parapets and towers, it was not difficult to oblige the enemies with-

out to abandon their enterprize and retreat; after which, the inhabi-

tants finding themfelves no longer able to refift, laid down their arms,

and the city was given up to plunder. My good fortune threw a fmall

iron cheft in my way, in which I found about four thoufand crowns.

In the relation of an action fo hot, fo long, and fo glorious for the

young * prince that conducted it, I am obliged to fupprefs many cir-

cumstances, and many particular exploits, performed by the king and

Ids officers, which would have the appearance of being fabulous.

* Other hiftorians agree, that this at- M. dc Thou's relation of this acfion is a

tnek laftcd rive whole days, and that little different, but our Memoirs deferve

Henry IV. had a great many ioluiers inofl: credit,

wounded there, and only feventy ilain.

Thi



Book I. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
The king of Navarre having left Cabrieres * governor in Cahors,

returned to Montauban. He defeated likewife two or three iqua-

drons belonging to the maréchal de Biron's army, who was under a ne-

ceffity of Shutting himlèlf up in Marmande. The king, for tbe greater

convenience of taking this city, came to Tonneins; which produced in Abends
a great many little attacks, the maréchal de Biron's foldiers mak- upon the

ing inroads every day into the enemy's country. Henry one dav or-
Garonne,

dered Léiignan, at the head of five and twenty gentlemen well mount-
ed, ofwhich number I was one, to advance even to the gates of Mar-
mande, as if to defy them : which was often done. We were fol-

lowed by a hundred foot, who lay down on the fhore of a rivulet not

far from us; and the king, with three hundred horie, and two com-
panies of his guards, concealed himfelf in a wood at a fmall diltance.

Our orders were to fire our pifrols only, and to endeavour to take any

of the foldiers whom we mould find without the walls, and retire to-

wards the little body of foot when they began to purfue us. Accord-
ingly, as foon as we law ourfelves ready to be attacked by a hun-
dred horie, who c^me out of the city, we marched olf

; though thev

infultingly called out to us to ftay. An officer of our troop, named
, hearing himfelf defied by name, could not reffrain his indig-

. but turned his horfe's bridle, and fhot his challenger dead:
his horiè, however, and regained his brigade on foot. Upon
him attacked by the enemy's party, who were enraged at the

death of their comrade, we marched immediately to his afiiitance:

and now fo fierced a combat enlued, that one of our valets, feized with
terror, tied, and carried the alarm to the king of Navarre; telling

him, that we, and the whole party of foot were put to the fword.
This he laid without the leaffc foundation; for the enemv, on the

contrary, feeing the body of foot, who came out of their a'mbufcade

to fécond us, fearing fome ftratagem, and fuppofing that the whole
army would fall upon them, retreated precipitately into the city.

It was with great difficulty, that they could reflrain the ardent

Henry from ruining upon the enemy's army to revenge us, and periih-

ing glorioufly; but they made him fuch preffing inftances to retire, that

he contented to it at laft, though with infinite regret. His affonilh-

ment was extremely great when he law us, and his grief frill greater

for having yielded to counfellors toj timid; eipecially when he law
Léiignan, who complained bitterly that he had been abandoned upon

* Confult d'Aubignc upon thefe expeditions, vol. II. book iv.

this
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this occafion. As for me, I loft an horfe in the a&ion, which was
killed under me.

The king of Navarre's difcontent was greatly increafed by the

bad news that was brought him. The prince of Condé, not fatisfied

with having corrupted fome of his troops, and openly feparating from
his party, had drawn feveral towns of Dauphiny and Languedoc into

his intereft, and took them from Henry to compofe a fovereignty for

Towns in himfelf. Aiguefmortes and Pecais, he had engaged to prince Cafimir
Languedoc. as fecur}ties for the forces this prince had promifed : and very lately,

he had poffeffed himfelf of Fere * in Picardy; the lofs of which fen-

fibly affected the king of Navarre. His army, already much inferior

to that of the catholics, he was now obliged to difmember, and fent

Turenne againft the prince of Condé, who foon difconcerted all his

projects: as for himfelf, being no longer able to keep the field before

the maréchal Biron, he fhut himfelf up in Nerac ; in which the la-

dies and court of Navarre then were, and as brilliant as ever, notwith-

ftanding the bad condition of the king's affairs.

This retreat gave a new face to the war ; it could neither be called

a campaign nor a fiege, but it was both together. Biron, judging the

fiege of this place to be an enterprize for which he had not fufficient

ftrength, fought only to keep us in continual alarm, by furrounding

it with all his troops; and the king of Navarre, though blocked up in

the city, did not however fail to (hew himfelf often in the field. The
gates of the city were kept (hut by his orders, his cavalry therefore

was of no ufe to him; and our only refource was to aflemble in (mall

parties, and fally out by the private doors, to attack the feparate de-

tachments of the royal army, and fometimes we would advance to the

very front of the whole army. I refumed my former condition of
a private foldier, and mixing with the officers, performed many of
thofe raih actions, in which there is neither fame nor advantage to be

gained; and werelikewife feverely condemned by the king of Navarre.

When he was informed one day that I was wounded and taken by a

party of the enemy, notwithftanding his anger, he fent Des- Champs
and Dominge to refcue me if poffible; and at my return calling me raih

and prefumptuous, he exprefsly forbid me ever to leave the city with-

* It was re-taken immediately by the Catherine to the prince of Condé, in which
maréchal de Matignon. In the Memoirs fhe thanks him for having taken arms
of the league there is a letter from queen againft the court.

2 OUt
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out his orders. I confefs; I but too juftby merited theic reproofs ;

for it is great folly and extravagance to precipitate one's feïf* into inevi-

table dangers, from whence nothing lefs than a miracle can extricate

one. The maréchal de Biron made fhew of bciieging Nerac ; but all

ended in a few flight fkirmiihes, which the ladies beheld from behind

the ramparts. The enemy's general had io little refpccl for them,

that he ordered fiv," or fix difcharges of cannon * to be made, tho'

he expected no advantage from it.

' The king of Navarre did not, however, neglect to make himfelf

mailer of Monfégur. Milon, one of his captains, enclofed five hun- In the coun-

dred weight of powder in a faucille, which he found means to in- try ofFoix.

troduce into a common ihore, which ran into a ditch between the

two principal gates ; the end of the fauciife, to which the fire was to

•be applied, was concealed amongft the grafs. When every thing was

ready for the playing off this machine, the king permitted us to go

and fee the effect, which indeed was wonderful. One of the two gates

was thrown into the midft of the city, and the other fifty paces for-

wards into the field. The vaults were all ruined, and a breach being

made, in the wall, wide enough to admit three men a-brealt, the

city was taken. The enemy feeming determined to recover it, the

king commanded me to /hut myfelf up in it with forty gentlemen. We
applied ourfelves to the fortifying the place well with palifades and in-

trenchments, in the place of thole the powder had deftroyed ; and this

we performed without interruption, notwithstanding we were all af-

flicted with a kind of epidemical diflemper -j-, and myfelf more than

any other. At length we put the place into fuch a condition, that we
had nothing t© apprehend from the enemy ; after which I returned

to the king of Navarre, who by the carelfes with which he loaded

me on this occafion, was defirous of teaching me to make a jufl di-

stinction between military exploits that are authorized by duty, and

thofe which a rafh and mifguided courage fuggefls.

It was with pleafure that I faw this prince's favour towards me in-

creale every day, and to find that he gave to inclination what he be-

* Some cannon was difcharged againft reins, the head, and particularly in the

of the city, behind which was .the neck. Bleeding and purging were mortal

queen of Navarre. At the peace, (he pro- in it. De Thou obferves alfo, that this

cured the government of Guienne to be difeafe was the fore-runner ot a pl.iguc

taken from this maréchal. that carried off forty thoufand people in

\ This diflemper feized them in the Taris. Book Ixxiii.

Vol. I. I lieved
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lieved he had granted only to his mother's recommendation ; who,
when dying, preffed him to take care of my fortune. Some flight

fervices I did him this year, he rewarded by the poft of counfellor of

Navarre, and chamberlain in ordinary, with a penfion of two thou-

fand livres, which at that time was thought very considerable. I was
then but nineteen years of age, and the fire of youth drew me into a.

fault which had like to have made me lofe for ever the favour of this-

prince.

I was at fupper one night with Beauvais, the fon of the king of.

Navarre's governor, and an officer named Uifeau, who happening to

quarrel, refolved to fight, and intreated me to provide them with the

means. Inftead of immediately acquainting the king of Navarre with
their defign, that prince being very folicitous to prevent thefe fort of

combats, which a falfe fenfe of honour made very frequent at that

time, I was imprudent enough to promife to comply ; and after hav-

ing in vain endeavoured to reconcile them, conducted them myfelf to

the meadow where they fought, and each received a very dangerous

wound. The king of Navarre, who loved Beauvais, was extremely

offended with me for the part I had acted in this affair. He ordered

me to be fent for, and told me in a rage, that I infulted the authority

of the fovereign, even in his own court,- and that, were ftrict juftice

to be done on me, I fhould lofe my head. Inftead of repairing' my
fault by an ingenuous confeflion of it, I added another ftill greater :.

Piqued at this prince's threatening, I anfwered haughtily, That I was
neither his fubje<ft nor vaffal ; and threatened him, in my turn, with
quitting his fervice. The king diicovered no other refentment for this

infolence, than a contemptuous lilence. I went out of his prefence,.

with an intention to leave this good prince, and perhaps for ever, had
not the princelfes undertaken to make my peace with the king, who
liflening only to the dictates of his friendship for me, contented him-
felf with punifhing me no otherwife for my fault, than by treating me,
during fome time, with great coldnefs : at length, when he was
convinced of the lincerity of my repentance, he renamed his former

fentiments. This infbnce of his goodnefs made me know in what
manner fo worthy a prince ought to be ferved. I attached myfelf

to him more ftrongly than before, refolving, from that moment, never

to have any other mafter : but I faw myfelf removed from him for

fome time, by an imprudent promife which I had made to the duke
of Aiençon.

M E M O I R S
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THE queen-mother, whofe fertile imagination was ever pro-

ducing fchemes for the grandeur of her houfe *, and ftill

more employed for her own particular defigns, having no longer any
hope of marrying her youngeft fon to the queen of England, turn-

ed all her views upon Flanders, of which fhe undertook to make
him fovereign. She had at firft made feveral ineffectual attempts up-

on the Dutch ; who, thinking they fhould appeafe the refentment

of Spain
-f~

hy chuling a mailer out of the houfe of Auftria, decreed

that honour to the archduke Matthias, notwithftanding the power-

* M. de Thou, treating of this fubject,

fays, hook xcvi. that before the crown of
Poland was offered to the duke of Anjou,

Catherine, whowasrcfolved to make him a

fovereign one way or other, had lent Fran-

cis de Noailles to Seliin, then grand feig-

nior, to afk the kingdom of Algiers for this

prince; Sardinia was to be added to it,

which had been obtained from Spain, in

exchange for the kingdom of Navarre,

which they had promifed him the poflef-

fion of; and as an equivalent for the claim

the king of Navarre had to this kingdom,
other eftates in Fiance were to be given him.

t The revolt of the United Provinces

from Spain, an account of which will be

feen in the following part ofthefeMemoirs,

began by an infurreclion, and a confede-

racy formed in the year 1566, the defign of

which was to hinder the eftablifhment of

the inquifttion in thofe countries. Manil-

la ipts in the king's library, marked 9981

.

I 2 fill
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ful intrigues of Catherine. The archduke was a weak prince, ab-

folutely deftitute of the qualities neceffary for a fovereign ; upon this

occaiion efpecially, where valour was fo neceffary, he behaved in fuch

a manner, as to infpire the nobility with the utmqft contempt for

William of him; and by preferring the prince of Orange openly to all the other
Naflau,

lords, and declaring him lieutenant-general of his forces, rendered

(3ran"°. himfelf completely hateful to them. The Dutch, difgufted with this

new mafter, thought of nothing but freeing themlelves from his power,

and caft their eyes upon Moniieur, brother to the king of France ;

whom they considered as a prince capable of defending them in his

own perfon, and procuring them the powerful protection of his

country.

He was at Coutras when the deputies from the United Provinces

came to make him this offer : he accepted it joyfully, and deferred his

journey to the Low Countries no longer than till he could appear there

with a train fuitable to the dignity of his birth. For this purpofe,

he earneftly folicited the moff. diltinguifhed'amongit the lords and gen-

tlemen of the king of Navarre's party to follow him. The greateft

part of the catholics attached themfelves to him, and the hopes of a

folid and lafting peace with which the queen-mother took care to

amufe the protectants, was the caufe that many of thofe alio pro-

mifed to attend him.

Antony de Fervaqjjes and Rochepot, two of my kinfmen, engaged them-
Silly, lord of felves in his party ; and, to prevail upon me to follow their exam-
Rochepot. pi e> i-eprefented to me, that after the lofs I had lately fuffered by the

. death of my father, I fhould take care to recover the fucceflion to the

vifcount de Gand's * eftate, who had diiinherited me on account of

my religion, and endeavour to get poffeffion of feveral other eftates in

Flanders, to which my family was entitled, and which only the pro-

tection of a new fovereign could procure me. To.thefe reafons they

added, in the name of Moniieur, a promife of twelve thoufand crowns,

to furnifh me with an equipage. I yielded to their folicitations, and

gave my word to go with them. Our expedition was protracted a

considerable time, on account of feveral different affairs ; at length all

obftacles
-f-

being removed, and the Dutch repeating their intreaties,

* Hugh de Melun, vifcount de Gand, f By the peace concluded at Fleix, a

grandfather by the mother's fide to M. de caftle upon the Dordogne, between the

bully. king of Navarre and the duke of Anjou.

Moniieur
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Monfieur reminding us of our engagement, fent us orders to join 1580.

him. When I went to take leave of the king of Navarre, I had a <-—
v

'

long conversion with him on my departure, and the occaûoiï of it;

winch I have never reflected on fince without the déepeft gratitude

for that generous affection he difcovered forme, nor without admira-

tion of his penetrating wit, and the juitnefs of his conjectures. When
I mentioned leaving him, " 'Tis by this ilroke, laid he, that we fhall

" lofe you; all is over, you will become a Dutchman and a papift."

I aflured him that I would be neither; but that I fhouid have caufe

to reproach myfelf eternally, if by neglecting to cultivate the favour

of my relations, and for the fake of avoiding a little trouble, I fhouid

fee myfelf deprived of thole large eftatés that mig U revert to me from

the houles of Bethune, Melun, and Horn*. I added, that it was

this consideration alone which induced me to join Monfieur, and that

only for a little time, after which nothing mould be able to prevent

my following my inclinations, which were to attach myfelf folely to

-him; and that whenever he had the fmalleft occafion for my fen ice,

I lhould leave Flanders at his firfb order. The king then entertained

mc with the predictions that had been made him, that he mould one

day be king of France; and I, in my turn, informed him, that agreat

le had been foretold me. An early prepoiTeihon in favour of

thefe pretended prophecies had made me weak enough to give credit

to them; but as for the king of Navarre, who was of opinion that

religion ought to infpire a contempt for thofe evil prophets, as he called

them, he had within his own mind an oracle more certain, which was

a perfect knowledge ofthe perfon and character of Monfieur, and a

fagacity that opened almoft futurity to him. " He will deceive me,
44 laid he, if lie ever fulfils the expectations that are conceived of him:
" he has lb little courage, a heart lb malignant and deceitful, a body fo

" ill made, fo few graces in his converfation, fuch want of dexterity in

" every kind of exercife, that I cannot perfuade myfelf he will ever per-

" form any thing that is great." The king of Navarre had leifure

to ft.udy thi6 prince thoroughly, during the time that they were kept

prifoners together. His memory at this inftant furnifhed him with an

The protectants, to whom the laft war known, but were believed to be of little

had not been very favourable, confented importance. The cities given for fecuri-

to it without any difficulty. The dulce of ty, were to be kept by the calvinifts fix

Anion defiied it with great ardour, in order years longer.

to profecute bis defigns upon the Low ' * Anne de Melun, the author's mother,
Countries; itwas figned in the month of was the daughter of Hugo, vifcount of
November. The articles were not made Gand, and of Jane d'Horn.

infinite
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1580. infinite number of particulars, that gave him room to believe, Mon-
c— ;-v"—J fieur would infallibly fail in an enterprize fo noble and hazardous as that

he had undertaken. Amongfr. others he told me, that Monfieur flung

himlelf againft a pillar in running at the ring, and managed his horfe

with fo little fkill, that he would have been thrown to the ground, had

not his equery with great hafle and fubtilty cut the reins of his horfe,

and fpared him the ihame of fo aukward a fall. That he fucceeded

no better in dancing, hunting, or any other exercife ; and far from

feeling a juft confcioufnefs of thefe natural defects, or of repairing them
in fome degree by an ingenuous modefly, he fecretly hated all who
were more favoured by nature than himfelf ;

particularly the king of

Navarre, who, on account of the preference the ladies gave him to

Moniieur, tho' the brother of their king, and his having rivalled this

prince in the favour of madam de Sauves *, and other court-quarrels

of the fame nature, became die object of his jealoufy and hate.

These little anecdotes with which he entertained me, dio' in-

•confiderable in themfelves, yet ceafed to appear fo, when the event

fully juftified the conclurions he drew from them. He concluded with

telling me, that he plainly perceived Catherine had formed a defign to

exterminate the protectant party ; and that he fhould foon have occa-

lion for his faithful fervants : then embracing me, he wilhed me a

happier journey than our leader's was likely to be. I threw myfelf at

his feet, and killing his hand, protefted that I would ever be ready to

Ihed the laft drop of my blood in his fervice. I quitted his prefence, to

go and pay my refpecls to the queens; after which I took poll for Rofiiy.

From hence I fent Maignan, my equery, to Paris, to buy me
fome hories. I have never lince had any that equalled two which he

* de Beaune of Samblançav, mar- " varre meeting him, exclaimed, Hea-
jied to Simon de Fizes, baron of Sauves, " vens ! what is the matter with your
counsellor, and firft fecretary of ftate, who " eye ? what accident has happened to

died November the 27th, 1579. She made " it? The duke anfwered rudely, It is

this name well known by her gallantries. " nothing, a fmall matter furprizes you.

.Her fécond hufband was the marquis of " The other continuing to bemoan him,

Noirmoutier. " One night, fays Mat- " the duke being offended, advanced, and
" thieu the hiflorian, when the duke " feigning to jell, whifpered in his ear,

" of Alençon was with her, the kin j; of " Whoever fhall fay I have got it where
" Navarre laid a fnare for him, lb that " you imagine, I will make him a liar.

" as he came out, he fell againft ioTie- " Souvray r.nd Du Guaft hindered them
" thing in his way, and hurt one cf hi ;

" from fighting." Vol. I. book vii. page
" eyes. The next day the king of Na- 40 ).

brougb t
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brought me. One of them was a Spanifh horfe; he was quite black,

except a white fpot on his right buttock. The other was a Sardinian

horie, to whom nature had given an inftrudfive quality of defending

his rider; for he would roll his eyes furioufly, and fpring upon the ene-

my with his mouth open, never quitting him tilL he had thrown him

to the earth.

Part of the lands belonging to Monfieur extending to the neigh-

bourhood of Rofny, I took occaiion from thence to draw fume advan-

tage from his offer, and afked for the remainder of a wood, to be ap-

plied to my ufe; which was granted; and it produced me the lum of

forty thoufand franks. With this money, in fifteen days, I fitted out

my whole troop, which was compofed of eighty gentlemen; lome of

whom followed me dilintereftedly, and others received only two hun-

dred livres at moft. With this train I went to join Moniieur, who
waited for us in his caffle of La-Fere, in Tartenois; from whence,

after fome time lpent in deer-hunting, we marched to Saint Quentin,

where all his troops were aifembled.

The prince of Parma furrounded Cambray with his whole army,
2 r8i.

and kept it blocked up. This afforded an occafion for the braved 1^,-v—j
amonglt us to iignalize themlelves, and each one was defirous of com- Alexander

Bunding the firfr party that mould be fent to reconnoitre. This ho-
d
^"e

j'

nour fell to me, by the diipoiition into which Fervaques, the quarter- Parma,

mailer general, who was my relation and friend, had put the army: William de

it procured me, however, no advantage, for I returned without having Hauterficr

taken one prilbner, the befiegers keeping all clofe behind their lines, deFerva-

akhough I palled near enough to fuftain feveral difcharges. The vif-
quCi!

count Turenne fecretly rejoiced at my disappointment, becaufe I had

refufed the offer he made to join me, if I would wait till the next

day. Me choie out one hundred gentlemen, with whom he advanced

towards Cambray, flattering himfélf that he ihould perform no incon-

siderable exploit. The event did not anfwer his expectations; this

fine troop had the misfortune to be defeated by fourfcore or a hundred
men belonging to the regiment of M. de Roubais *, of the houfe of

* Robertde Melun, marquis of Rou- king of Spain: which was the caufe that

br.is. The vifcount Turenne's defign was he was detained two years and ten months ;

to throw himfelf into Cambray. See his for Spain feared, that after Rohecque had

Memoirs, page 311, and following. It received the money for the vifcouiu's

is obferved there, that he chofe rather to ranfom, which was fifty-three thoufand
be prifoner to the prince deRobecque, ge- crowns, he would quit its fervice.

neral of the Spanifh cavalry, than to the

Melun,
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i 5 8 i . Melun, who ferved in the enemy's army. Ten or twelve of our party

*—T"—J were made prifoners, amongff. whom were Ventadour*, and the vi£s

count Turenne himfelf. .
.'

Mean time Monfieur advanced, with an intention to give battle

to the enemy's general; but he ported himfelf fo advantageoufly,

that we durft. not attempt to force him, and the following night he

raifed the blockade, and retired towards Valenciennes, without the

lofs of one foldier, leaving the pafs alfo fo fecurely guarded, that he

was under no apprehenfion of being overtaken. Monfieur now en-

tered Cambray, and was received with great magnificence by the go-

vernor, whofe name was d'Inchy. Chateau Cambrefis refilling to fur-

render, was taken by aflault. Monfieur, willing at firft to difcover a

gentlenefs that might conciliate the people's affections towards him,

forbid, upon pain of fevere punifhments, any violence againft the

women, who are generally the miferable victims of war-, but fearing

that thefe orders would not be furficient to reftrain the foldiers bruta-

lity, any more than the plague with which the fort was infected, he

gave them the churches for afylums, and placed guards about them.

A very beautiful young girl threw herfelf into my arms as I was
walking in the fireets, and holding me faff, conjured me to guard her

from fome foldiers, who, fhe faid, concealed themfelves as foon as

they faw me. 1 endeavoured to calm her fears, and offered to conduct

her to the next church; but fhe told me fhe had been there, and afked

for admittance, which they refufed, becaufe they knew fhe had the

plague. My blood froze in my veins at this declaration, and anger re-

newing my flrength, I thruft this girl from my arms, who expofed

me to death, to fave her, when fhe carried, in my opinion, her fe-

curity about her; and flying away as faff as I was able, expected every

moment to be feized with the plague.

Monsieur having attacked the paffages of Arleux, and l'Eclufe,

I took fome prifoners there, whom I fent back without ranfom, as

foon as I was informed that they belonged to the marquis de Rou-
bais, my coufin. Roubais, who was not ignorant of my juft préten-

dons to the effates of the vifcount. de Gand, which he had ufurped,

received this generofity very ill. " By heaven, faid he, thefe civili-

* Anne de Levis, afterwards dulce of governor of Limofirt, and lieutenant-ge-

Ventadour, knight of the king's orders, rieral ih"Lariguedoc. He died in 1622.

ties
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" ties are very fine ; but if he is taken, he brings his ranfom along

" with him." I had reafon to be apprehenlîve of this misfortune, and

it would actually have happened to me two days after, at the attack of

a wall, if Selleval, by a very feafonable charge, had not extricated me
from the danger.

The prince of Parma having divided his army in the Low Coun-

tries, Monlieur returned to Cambray, where he was guilty of an ar-

tifice towards d'Inchy, very unworthy of a great prince, whofe word

ought always to be fo inviolable, that no perfon fhould have a thought

of fufpecling his integrity. He had invited himfelf to dinner with this

governor, who was at an exceflive expence to receive him in the ci-

tadel, in a manner fuitable to his high rank. D'Inchy invited above

fixty of us to attend this prince, and treated us all with equal great-

nefs and magnificence. During the repaft, he was told that Monfieur's

guards prefented thcmfelves at the gates ; d'Inchy, thinking he fhould

fail in the moft efTential part of his reception of Monfieur, if he fent

them back, gave orders for their admittance, and every one elfe that

come in that prince's name, who, he faid, was foie mafter in the caftle.

He fpoke indeed prophetically, tho' he did not think fo at the time ;

for fo many made ufe of this privilege, that our party became at laft

the ftrongeft, and Monfieur's guards difarming thole of M. d'Inchy,

feized upon the caftle. This exploit was wholly the contrivance of

Monfieur, who relied on that fincerity in the governor, which he
himfelf was not pofiefied of. As foon as d'Inchy was fenfible of his

misfortune, he complained bitterly of it to Monfieur, who anfwered

him only with an intuiting fmilc upon the accent of his country, which
was Picardy ; and obliging him to quit the caftle, which he gave to

Balagny*, thought he made d'Inchy fufficient amends by the gift of tbe

town and duchy of Chateau-Thierry ; but that gentleman, who per-

ceived the difference between what was given him, and what he had
been deprived of, refigned himfelf up to defpair, and feeking death

found it foon after in a Ikirmiih.

After this Monfieur returned to France, notwithftanding the in-

treaties of the inhabitants of the Low Countries to the contrary, who
affured him, that after five or fix fortrefTes more were taken, the only

important ones that remained, all Flanders would fubmit to him. His

* John de Montluc, natural fon of John de Montluc, bifhop of Valence ; he is men-
tioned hereafter.

Vol. I. K defign
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defign in going to France was to make preparations for his voyage to

England, whither he went a little time after. The reception he met
with from queen Elizabeth*, and the engagement he contracted with
her, having been mentioned by all the hiftorians, I fhall take no no-
tice of them here, though I attended him in this voyage. From Eng-

1582. land Monfieur again returned to Zealand; flattered with a thoufand

'T"T
v~~"~' agreeable hopes. He came to Lillo, and afterwards to Antwerp, where

the Scheld. he was crowned duke ©f Brabant by the prince of Orange, aflifted by

Francis of the prince Dauphin, and all the nobility of the Low Countries, who
Bourbon, exprefied their joy on this occaiion, a thoufand differeat ways. This

duke°of
he a êĉ on °f tne Dutch towards Monfieur had but a fhort duration.

Montpenfier The prince of Orange, who only was more beloved by the people than

him, was wounded in his chamber by a piftol fbot-j-. The populace,

who thought none but the French could be guilty of this action, mu-
tinied, and would have fallen upon them ; and Monfieur could find fe-

curity no where but in the houfe of the wounded perlbn, whither he fled

for refuge. When the true author of this intended aflaflination $ was
difcovered, there was no fort of excufes or atonement which the bur-

gefles did not offer Monfieur for the injuftice of their fufpicions, and

the revolt they had occafioned ; but this outrage made a deep impref-

fion on his heart, and he refolved within himfelf to take a fignal revenge

for it. The prince of Orange was not a man that could be eafily de-

ceived; he began from that moment to be upon his guard ; for he per-

ceived the refentment with which he was fired, and the rooted hatred

he bore to protectants in general.

As for me, I had already received perfonal proofs of it; which, ad-

ded to other caufes of complaint that were given me by Monfieur, ab-

folutely difgufted me with his fervice. At firft Ï attached myfelf fole-

ly to his perlbn, and to pleafe him fpared neither labour nor expence ;

* It is well known that the queen of his jaw. The afiafiiri was tak

England allowed fcvcral of the princes of foldiers of the prince of Orange, who
Europe to flatter themfelves in this manner rufhed in at the noile, juft as he was draw-
with hopes of marrying her; and whether ins; his poignard to difpatch him. Chron.
policy, or reafons purely natural, was the Piaficki.

caufethutihenevercame to anyconclufion, % By the paper.s that were found in his

is a queition not eafy to decide. Monfieur pocket, he was known to be a Spaniard ;

went r<> England in the winter of 158 1, this it was that appcafed the people, who
and returned to Flanders the fpring fol- were ready to put all the French to the

lowing. See an account of this voyage, fword. Mem. d'Aubery du Maucier. The
and of all the negotiations concerning this people ran about the ftreet, crying, Be-

irriage at length, in die Memoirs of
g

hold, this is the marriage of Paris, let us

Nevers, vol. I. page 474, 603. kill thefe murderers. Matthieu, vol. I.

t The 1 8th of March 1582, by John book vii. to the end.

<le Jaurcguy. Tin ball went quite through

I thou "ht



Book II. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
I thought therefore that I might folicit his intereft with regard to my
pretenlions to the eftate of the vifeount de Gand, which reverted to

me. He received my requeft very coldly, put me off with delays, and

at laft, when I preft him one day on the fubjecT:, he told me very cava-

lierly, that he could not gratify two perfons at the fame time ; and that

my coufm * the prince of Epinoy had obtained, without any trouble,

what I had laboured for with fo much affiduity. There was iomething

in this anfwer more difobliging than the refufal itfelf ; I was fenfibly af-

fected with it, and a few days after had a convincing proof of the little

(hare myfelf, and the other proteftant officers had in his favour, when
I heard him fay publicly, that he had juft banifhed d'Avantigny from

his council, the laft of the proteftants to whom he confided his iecrets,

and he was now perfectly eafy. From that time I refolved to quit this

ungrateful prince; and while I waited for an opportunity to return into

France, applied myfelf to gain the favour of the prince of Orange, in

whom I found all thofe qualities in which Moniieur was deficient. I

remember, a few days before the treacherous attempt upon Antwerp,

that I was at this prince's palace with Sainte Aldegonde, and a minifter Philip Mar-

named Villiers; when, fpeaking of Mon fieur and the catholics, by nix, lord of

whom he was governed, he laid, " Thefe men have defigns pernicious
^
am

.

" both for themfelves and us, in which, it is my opinion, they will not S°n

" find their account; and I intreat you, fir, added he, turning to me,
•' not to go far from my lodgings." He thought very juftly ; and his

diligence finiihing what his tbreiight had begun, Monfieur fuffered the

double reproach of unfuccefsful treachery -f.

Having aflembled his army in the plain, under pretence of re-

viewing it, he went out of Antwerp one day in February, and order-

ed his foldiers to enter the city again by thofe gates that were at his

difpofal, and to make themfelves mafters of it by force. According-

ly his men threw themfelves into Antwerp, as into a city taken by

afiault, crying out, " Kill, kill, the city is ours ; mafs for ever." But
their triumph larted not long : the prince of Orange, who carefully

obferved every ftep of Moniieur's, gave fuch good orders every

where, or rather caufed thofe he had long before given, to be fo well

<l->ert de Melun prince of Epinoy, monde, but failed upon Bruges, OftenJ,
Ion to the marquis of Rtcheb* Nieuport, See. DeThou,book Ixxvlii

t About that time the lame attempt was duke of Montpenfier, and the marfiial l)i-

madc, by Monficur's orders on thepriira- ion endeavoured in vain to dilTuade Mon-
pal cities of Flanders; the plot fuceeedisd iicur from this enterprize. Matthieu, ibid,

upon Dunkirk, Dixmudc, and Dender-

K 2 exe-
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1583. executed, that Monfieur's foldiers were all either repulfed, cut in pieces,
^-v

—-»J or forced to throw themielves off the walls ; for their terror was fo

great, that thofe who could not get at the gates, becaufe of the great

number of carcafes that obfrrufted their way, had recourfe to that

dreadful expedient. I had mounted my horie two hours after noon,

to go and join Monfieur in the field ; but before I got out of the city»

the loud fhouts of the affailants ftruck my ears, and in the fame mo-
ment I met the prince of Orange, who defired me and fome other

French gentlemen of the reformed religion, who were with me, to re-

tire to his lodgings. As Frenchmen we could not expedt to be fafe at

that time in the city, and, as huguenots, we had every thing to fear

from the French army, who had taken poffemon of it. We followed

his advice, therefore, and he returned to us as foon as he had reftored

quiet to the city. The care he took to pacify the Dutch, and prevail

upon them to forget a behaviour fo inexcufable, is a proof that he bore

with regret, and only in his own defence, an action which no French-

man difapproved of. It was not his fault that the proteftant party in

Flanders was not reconciled to Monfieur ; and as for us, as foon as he
knew we intended to join this prince, he put us into a condition to do

it without danger.

We found ourfelves greatly perplexed in the neighbourhood of

Mechlin, whofe inhabitants, by opening their fluices, had formed a

large marfh. Four or five thoufand foot, and as many horfe of Mon-
fieur's army, perifhed there by cold and hunger, in a moft rigorous

feafon. Monfieur, however, ftaid five or fix months in Flanders after

this fatal enterprize : but his army had been fo considerably leffened,

and the remainder fo broken with fatigue, the cities fo well guarded,

and, to compleat his misfortunes, the prince of Parma returned with an

army fo vaftly fuperior to his, that he was at laft obliged to go back to

France with the duke de Montpenfier, and the maréchal de Biron,

leaving nothing behind him in the Low Countries but the remem-
brance of a name juftly deteflable.

A prince who has not prudence enough to conceal his hatred of

perfons whofe fervices become neceffary to him, muft be unhappy ;

but this muft be owned, to the advantage of virtue, that it fecures, by

the moft infallible means ; the fuccefs of all great enterprizes. Wifdom,
equity, difcipline, order, courage, good fortune ; qualities which
fucçeed each other in the order they are mentioned, form the chain

of action in truly great men. The proceedings of thofe who unjuftly

arro-
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arrogate to themfelves that title, offer, on the contrary, nothing but

rafhnefs and obrtinacy, the companions of blind ambition. A vain

confidence in their talents, prefumptuous dependence on their good for-

tune ; all confequences of flattery, which generally enflaves no perfons

l'o much, as thole fallè heroes who think themfelves born to fubject the

whole world.

I could not refolve to leave Flanders without viewing thofe places

where my anceflors were born; and having procured a pafsport from the

count of Barlaymont, I went to Bailee, to vilit madam de Maftin, my Claude de

aunt. She received me as a nephew whom the had difmherited, be- Barlaymont,

caufe he neither believed in God nor his faints, and worshipped the
tepen̂ e

devil. This notion father Silvefter, a cordelier, a famous preacher,

and this lady's director, had thought proper to give her of all prote-

ftants ; and fhe took, it upon his word. She carried me with her to

fee an abbey fhe had founded ; and as lhe was mewing me fome fine

tombs of my anceftors, which fhe had eaufed to be erected there, took

occafion to fpeak to me on the fubject of my faith. If I was aftonifh-

ed to hear her utter thefe extravagant whims that father Silvefter had
put into her head, fhe was no lefs furprized to iiear me repeat the

creed, and all thofe prayers which we ute in common with the ro-

man catholics. With her reafon, nature was alio awakened ; her great

fimplicity was the caufe of the little tendernefs fhe had (hewn me.
She embraced me with tears in her eyes, and promifèd me not only

the certain fucceffion to her eftates, but alio engaged to get thofe of

the vifeount de Gaud reftored to me. This at the time was her fin-

cere intention ; but father Silvefler, no doubt, found better reafons to

prevent the effect of thofe good defigns, for none of them were ever

executed.

I had an earneft defire to fee the city of Bethune, the countrv,

and ancient inheritance of my anceftors, who for a long time were in

pofTeffion ofveryconfiderable eftates there. The treachery Monfieur had
uled towards thecityofAntwerp, rendered alltheother cities oftheLow
Countries fufpicious ,• they would not fuffer me to enter Bethune till

I had fhewn my pafsport, declared my name, and convinced them I

came from madam de Maftin ; which produced an effect I little ex-

pected : I had taken the road to an inn, whofe fign was the coronet

of the family of Bethune, when I faw a platoon of foot approach,

that gave me fome apprehenfions. It was, however, the burgelfes of
the city, who full of refpect for the blood of their ancient lords, no

fconer
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l'ooner heard my name, than they refolved to pay me all pofiible ho-
nours, and brought me a prefent of wine, and other refections. Be-
fore I left this city, I viiited and examined with great exactnefs, and
a fecret pleafure, all the public and private monuments which pre-

ferved to pofterity the remembrance of the benefits my anceftors con-

ferred on this city, and its gratitude for them.

Having nothing more to detain me in Flanders, I returned to

France, and took the direct road to Rofny, which I left immediately,

and went to Guyenne, full of joy to meet again the king of Navarre
after fo long an abfence. This prince's reception of me was fuch as

left me no room to doubt that my return was very acceptable to him.
He obliged me to relate all my adventures, and thofe of Monfieur,

and when I had finifhed, " Well, faid he to me, is not this the ac-
" complifhment of all I predicted of this prince, in my converfation

" with you at Coutras ; but the vifcount de Turenne, whom I diffuad-
<e ed as much as poflible from following him, has fucceeded much
" worfe than you."

Monsieur's expedition into the Low Countries had enraged the

king of Spain to fuch a degree, as to make him endeavour to gain the

king of Navarre's friendihip, and offer him fupplies for renewing the

war with the royalifls of France. This propofition he received at Ha-
gemau, whither he went to viiit the countefs of Guiche * ; for his

paffion for this lady was then at its height. The diftruft Henry al-

ways entertained of Spain, and his natural antipathy to that court, pre-

vented his giving any credit to it. I will not take upon me to an-

fwer for the iincerity of the Spaniards in thefe offers, which were made
him at different times by Bernardin de Mandoce, the chevalier Mo-
reau, and Calderon ; however, I believe there were fome intervals, in

which the king of Spain dealt faithfully with the king of Navarre
-f-.

But be that as it will, the king of Navarre gave no anfwer to this

propofition, and made no other ufe of it than to convince the king

* Diana, or Corifande Dandoins, vif- whom that prince offered to acknowledge
countefs of Louvigny, &c. wife, and after- for his own ; but the young man replied,

wards widow of Philibert count of Gram- that he chofe rather to be confidered as a

mont. In the obfervations upon the amours gentleman, than the baftard of a king.

of Alcander the great, this lady is laid Journal of Henry the third's reign, p.

to have fent Henry IV. three or four 270.
and twenty thoufand Cïafcons levied at f That which induced him to believe

her own expence. It is alfo mentioned this, was, that to this letter of the king of

there, that fhe had a fon named Antony, Spain's, prefented to the king of Navarre

and
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and queen-mother of the juftice of his defigns. He fent me therefore 1583.

to Paris, to inform them of the ftep which Spain had taken. v-—\r——

«

There was no longer any accefs to be had to the king ; he had

retired to Vincennes, where he faw none but his favourites, rind the

minifters of his pleafures. I expected to have been introduced to

him by the queen of Navarre ; for this princefs, whofe temper could

not agree with that of the king her hufband, had * left him to return

to the court of France : but I learnt from madam de Bethune, that

ihe was on no better terms with the queen her mother, and the

kino; her brother. I then had recourfe to madam de Sauves, who
procured me an audience of Catherine. The affair feemed to her to

be important, fhe mentioned it to the king, and a negotiation was

begun there. I even obtained from his majefty a credential letter

to the king of Navarre; but what reliance ought one to have on the

determinations of a court, that, as it fhould feem, never formed a

good deiign that was not immediately repented of? The queen-mo-

ther thought fit to make no other ufc of the king of Navarre's confi-

dence, than to enter into a ftriclcr union with Spain : which came to

Henry's knowledge by the reproaches the king of Spain made him, for

having betrayed his fecret.

The bad reception Monfieur met with at his return from Flanders,

was one effect of this reconciliation with Spain. This prince retired

to Chateau-Thierry, oppreffed with grief. After my deputation was

nnifhed, being at home, and engaged in no employment, curiofky

led me to vifit Monfieur at Chateau-Thierry. I imagined his bad for-

tune would have made him wifer; but it had only abated his pride.

He received me with a kindnefs that I was far from thinking difintc-

refted, and from which I immediately concluded, he had fome great

defigns in his head. The advantageous offers made me in his name
by Aurilly, who had procured me the honour of kiffing his hand,

"by the chevalier Moreau, or the comman- pa-rate, notwithstanding the reproaches

deur Morrée, as Davila calls him, which Henry III. often made the king of

book ii. was added an offer of fifty thou- Navarre on that occafion, and fome others

land crowns, made by the fame chevalier that are mentioned by FEtoile. On,
to the vifeount de Chaux, on the frontier when the latter received fome very fharp

of Beam, to maintain the king of Na- letters from Henry III. " The king,

varre's army ; provided he would turn his " he, in all his letters, honours me great-

arms againft France. Mem. of die league, " ly ; for by the fir It he calls me C—"-, ojid

Vol. V. » by the laft the foil ofP—

.

* From that time they always livcJ fe-

convinced
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convinced me I was not miftaken ; but, amidft the great projects *

with which Monrieur was intoxicated, I difcovered a melancholy and

fecret difcontent that preyed upon his heart, and which nothing could

remove. From hence proceeded that languiihing diforder, which fome
time after put an end to all his ambitious deligns by death -f.

At my return to Paris, I received an order from the king of Na-
varre to come to him upon fome very important affairs. He was en-

deavouring to difconcert, if pomble, all the enterprizes of the league;

a defign, which this wife prince had always in view. He had occa-

fion for a perfon, on whofe probity he could rely, to refide at the

court of France, and ffudy all its motions ; and it was to charge me
with this commimon, that he had commanded my attendance. He
communicated his reflections to me, gave me all the neceflary in-

itructions, and when I took leave of him, embraced me feveral times,

faying, " My friend, remember, that the firil quality in a man of
" true courage and worth, is to keep his word inviolably; that
" which I have given to you, I will never fail in." There was no
neceflity for racking my invention, to furniih me with a pretence for

this fécond journey to Paris. The favour in which I had left my two
younger brothers J at that court, afforded me a very plaufible one.

They had begun to create jealoufy in the favourites, for the king already

made them his companions in his parties of devotion, which was a

ftep that was likely to lead them to the greateft familiarity ; however,
on my arrival, I learned that they were difgraced ; the reafon of which
I did not know till a long time after, and it is of the number of

* Monfieur took the titles of fon of through all his pores, as if every vein had
France, by the grace of God, duke of been burft. De Thou, book lxxviii.

Lauthier, of Brabant, Luxembourg, Guel- " This happened, fays the Memoirs of

derland, Alençon, Anjou, Tourain, Berry, " Nevers, by his having lain with La —
Evreux, and Chateau-Thierry, count of " who made him fmell a poifoned nofe-

Flanders, of Holland, Zealand, Zulphen, " gay-" Ibid. p. 163. Bufbeq. Ep. 33, 35.
Maine, Perche, Mante, Meulan, and % Solomon and Philip de Bethune. The
Beaufort, marquis of the holy Roman em- firft as eldeft, was called baron of Rofny,
pire, lord of Friefland, and Mechlin, de- and was governor of Mante. The fécond

fender of the Belgic liberty. Hercules was has formed the branch of the counts of
the name that was given him at his bap- Selles and Charoft. By attaching them-
tifm, but when he was confirmed, it was felves to the perfon and party of the king
changed to Francis. of France, they both abjured the proteftant

t There is not any hiftorian who doubts religion, in which they had been educated.

that he died bv poifon. His blood fan

thofe
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thofe things * that ought to be buried in oblivion. This accident

did not hinder me from entering upon my new employment at Paris,

and the court. I gave the king of Navarre exact intelligence of all

that palled, that he might take luch meafures as were molt fuitable

to the itate of his affairs.

Engaged in this new kind of life, which obliged me by the

nature of the employment I had undertaken, to frequent the court,

to mix in the politelt company of the city, to ill are in their amufe-

ments, their pleafures, and even to be infected with their idlenefs ;

and being befides in the prime and flrength of my age, it is not

Arrange that I mould pay the accuftomed tribute to love. I became

violently enamoured of the daughter of the prelident de St. Mefmin,

one of the moft beautiful ladies in France.

At firft, I wholly abandoned myfelf to a paffion, which, in the

beginning, is fo delightful, that when I would have ftifled it after-

wards, upon reflecting that this alliance was not convenient for me,

I found that conlideration too weak, when oppofed to the friendfhip

this whole family expreiTed for me, the efteem of a father truly re-

fpectable, and the charms of a miftrefs worthy my tendereit affection.

My own endeavours alone would not have been fufficient to have

broken this chain. La Fond
-f-,

to divert the courfe of my thoughts,

propofed to me to vifit mademoifelle de Courtenay |, whom he ear-

nestly wilhed I would make my addrefles to, as a perfon who, in all

refpects, was much more fuitable to me. I law her, and approved

this choice ; but mademoifelle de St. Mefmin foon deftroyed all thefe

wife reflections.

Bring one day at Nogent upon the Seine, attended by this la

Fond, and fome other perfons, I went to lodge at an inn, whither

chance had conducted both mademoifelle de St. Mefmin, and ma-
demoifelle de Courtenay, which I learnt the moment I entered the

inn. This was one of the mod delicate conjunctures imaginable,

and I judged it would be impoihble to leave the place without break-

ing for ever with that lady of the two, to whom I lhould neglect

* Thofe who are curious to know it, % Anne de Courtenay, youngeft daugh-
need only confult the feventh chapter of ter of Francis de Courtenay, lord of

the Confeffion <.,[' Sancy. Boutin.

i La Fond was his valet de chambre.
He is mentioned in another place.

Vol. I. L to
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to pay my firft vifit and afliduities. In a cafe of this nature, no ar-

tifice, no addrefs can fatisfy two women at the fame time.

Mademoiselle de St. Mefmin's youngefr. fifter coming down
flairs at that moment, found me abforbed in reflection, like a man that

was labouring to reconcile his reafon with his love. She perceived

it, and my confufion affording her a fine opportunity to difplay the

vivacity of her wit, me endeavoured to draw me to her fitter's feet ;

when la Fond approaching me, whifper'd in my ear, " Turn to the

" right, monfieur : there you will find a large efrate, a royal ex-
" traction, and equal beauty, when it fhall have attained to the age
" of perfection." Thefe few words, fo feafonably uttered, recalled

my fcattered reafon, and fixed my wavering purpofe. I was con-

vinced the advice la Fond gave me was good, and that the only dif-

ference between the beauty of mademoifelle de Courtenay and her

rival, was, that the one was already in the pofieflion of charms, which

a year or two more promifed the other. I fent an excufe for not at-

tending mademoifelle de St. Mefmin, which drew upon me great re-

proaches ; but I courageoufly Curtained the aflault, and went immedi-

ately after to vifit mademoifelle de Courtenay, who valued this facri-

fice at its full price. She was pleafed with the preference ; and I

applauded myfelf for it, when I confidered my new miftrefs with more

attention, and that a few vifits more had given me a perfect know-
ledge of her character. My addreffes were favourably received, and

a fhort time after this adventure, we were married *.

The tendernefs and afiiduity due to an amiable bride, detained

me in Rofny this whole year, amidfl rural employments, exercifes,

and diveriionsj another kind of life not lefs new to me than the former.

The country, to thofe whofe time has been divided between the court

and the field, is generally an occafion of double expence; but it affords

many relburces to a man, who knows that good ceconomy fupplies

the place of great riches. My turn for fine horfes, which I had cul-

tivated merely for my pleafure, did not make up a ufelefs part of

this domefi ic œconomy. I kept jockeys in my fervice, whom I fent

to buy horfes in foreign countries, where they were cheap, and fold

them in Gafcony, at the king of Navarre's court, where I never

failed to draw large fums for them. I remember to have fold, amongft

* Guy de Bethune, fon of Alpin de Rofny, had married one Frances de Cour-

Bethune, great grandfather of M. de tcnay Bontin.

others,
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others, a filver roan-horfe to the vifeount de Chartres, for fix hundred

crowns, which coll: me but forty. The tapeitry that adorns the hall

of Sully, in which are delineated the labours of Hercules, came from

M. de Nemours de la Garnache, who paid me with that for a fine

Spantih horfe that I had fold to him at the rate of twelve hundred

crowns.

Towards the end of this year*, a letter from the king of Na-
varre drew me from a life fo inactive : he informed me, that the time

in which he had forefeen that the affiftance of his faithful fervarits

would be neceflary, was now come : that the ftate and our religion

were threatened with the fevereft misfortunes, if immediate endeavours

Were not ufed to prevent them ; and that he mould foon have a cruel

war to fuftain. I inftantly difpofed myfelf to attend this prince, tak-

ing with me, as well for his occalions, as my own, forty-eight thoufand

francs, which I raifed by the fale of a wood of high trees, that was

cut down for that purpofe.

In effect, the bold enterprizes of the league
-f-

broke out this year.
x -p, -

One cannot reflect without horror, that in lefs than four years, ten <».

—

<~-

* The peace continuing in force till the

following year, the Memoirs of this and
the preceding contain little concerning the

king of Navarre. Le Grain relates the ad-

venture that happened to him with cap-
tain Michau, who pretended to have quit-

ted the fervicc of Spain for that of this

prince, in order to find fome opportunity
of murdering him treacheroufly. " One
" day, fays he, when the king of Navarre
" was hunting in the forefte of Aillas, he
" perceived Michau juft behind him, well
" mounted, with a couple of piftols

" cocked and primed. The king was
" alone and unattended, it being cufto-
" m.iry for hunters to feparate; and feeing
" him approach, " Captain Michau, laid

" he to him, with a hold and determined
" air, difmount; 1 have a mind to make
" trial of your horfe, that I may know if
1,1

it it be as good a one as you lay it is."

" The captain obeyed, and difmounti ng,
" the king got upon his horfe, and taking
" the piftols, " Do vou defign to Ihoot me
' k with one of thefe ? laid he: [ am told,
" you intend to kill me, but in the mean

" time I can kill you if I pleafe." Saying
" this, he difcharged the two piftols in the

" air, and commanded the captain to fol-

" low him. Michau, having good reafons

" to defire to be excufed, took leave of
" him two days after, and never after ap-
" peared." Decade of Henry the great,

book viii. Bufbeq, who at that time refided

at Paris, in the quality of ambaflador from

the emperor Rodolphus II. allures us alio,

in his letters, that a deferter, whom he dries

not name, adminiftered poifon to the

king of Navarre; but that this prince, ei-

ther by the ftrength of his conllitution, or

the weaknefs of the poifonj felt no bad ef*

fects from il I tat this fame man
having attempted after ward s to fhoot him
with apiftol, and failed, was taken and put

to the torture, and that it was known, by

the behaviour of Henry III. upon this OC-

cafion, that he had no part in the defigned

allaflination. Epiftl

t The rirft ftep which difcovered the

deligns of the league, was an

of princes, prelates, an.! gentlemen "
Picarde, v ho nel P( ronne, to avoid

I '
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royal armies fell upon the king of Navarre, when the danger that
1

equally threatened the two kings was turned againft him alone, through
the weaknefs of Henry III. who allowed his own enemies to give

laws to him, and conduced himfelf the hand that fought to overthrow
his authority.

obeying the edict, of fi*ty-three articles,

given in the year 1576, in favour of the

proteftants. The manifefto that was
there drawn up, ferved for a model to all

the other provinces, and even to the dates
of Blois, which were fummoned about
the end of that year, and whofe refolutions

obliged Henry III. to declare himfelf the
head of the catholics againft the huguenots,
that he might not leave this title to be
aflurned by the duke of Guife. At firft,

they talked only of maintaining the catho-
lic religion alone in the kingdom, but at

length a debate concerning the fucceflion

to the crown was introduced, in which
they brought the pope and king of Spain.
See the form of thefe aflbciations in the
MS. volume marked 8826, in the king's li-

brary, p. 160. The confpiracy of the no-
bility of Normandy, with the oath to pre-
ferve the catholic religion in France, and
the crown to the houfe of Valois, fee in

Vol. 8832. p. 5. All this volume is likewife
tilled with A4emoirs relating to the league,
and the firft ftates of Blois. See alio" the
treaty of the league made with the king of
Spain at the caftle of Joinville, and figned
bv the refpeclive parties, with many other
pieces on the fame fubjec~t, vol. 8866. All,

or part of thefe pieces, with very curious

circumftances relating to the fame fubjecl,

may be found indiffèrent authors, fuch as

the Memoirs of Nevers, vol. I. Memoirs
of" the league, vol. I. Memoirs of ftate

by Villeroy, vol. II. De Thou, book lxiii.

and Ixxxi. D'Aubigné, vol. II. book iii.

chap. 3. Matthieu^ vol. I. book vii. and
viii. Le Novenhaire de Cayet, vol.1, atlyet,

the beginning; and many others. Many
perfons believe the origine of the league to
be- much more ancien-, and that it took its

rife in the council of Trent, through the
endeavours of the cardinal of Loi 1 1, I

uncle; durii h ncisdukeof Guife
on his fide formed the pian of it in France ;

but the death of the latter fufpended the

effect. 'Tis prerended alfo, that Don John
of Auftria palling through France, in his

way to Flanders, concerted the fcheme
with the duke of Guife. The college of

Forteret has paffed for the cradle of the

league. 'Tis faid that an advocate, named
David, carried the Memoirs to Rome;
and that thefe Memoirs, which may be

read in the firft volume of the Memoirs of

the league, being intercepted by the hu-

guenots, gave them the firft certainty of

it. Some perfons have doubted whether

this advocate, who died in his journey to

Rome, or, as others fay, in his return

thence, did not treat with the pope by his

own motion, and agreeably to his own
opinion: which is not lefs probable. As
for Henry III. he certainly deferves all the

reproaches which the duke of Sully here

cafts upon him. He had undeniable proofs

of his enemies defigns upon the royal au-

thority; to whom, when he broke the

e 'ici of pacification in 1577, he faid aloud

thefe words, " I am much afraid, that

" by our endeavours to fupprefs calvi-

" nifm, we fhall bring the mafs into
" danger." We are allured, that all the

fecrets of the league were difcovered by a

gentleman named la Rochette, to whom
they were entrufted, and who fuffered him-
felf to be taken on purpofe, that he mighè
reveal them without danger. In a word,

'tis alfo certain, that the duke of Guifè
began to raife the ftandard of his party in

the year 1 58 5, when he was ftiil lb weak,
that he could not depend upon more than
four thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe.

Beauvais Nangis alfo (and he relates it

himfelf in his A'lemoirs) afked him one day
what he intended to do if the king fhould

come to attack him: " I will retire im-
1 !v to Germany, replied the duke,

" and there wait for a more favourable
" opportunity."

Henry



Book II. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
Henry III. perceiving the league would publicly raife the ftan-

dard of revolt, waked a little from the lethargy into which he had

been plunged, and thought proper to fend the duke de Joyeuie * into

Normandy, to oppofe the duke d'Elbceuf, who kept an army there,

which the league made ufe of to extort the famous edict of July -j-,

wherein all the huguenots were ordered, either to go to mais, or to

leave the kingdom in fix months.

Joyeuse, who had my two brothers in his army, pafTed by Rofny,

and prevailed upon me, without much difficulty, to go with him :

by attacking the league, the friends of the king of Navarre entered

into his true interefts. I gave him the bed: reception in my power,

but nothing charmed him lb much as the beauty of my horfes.

Lavardin likewife took his way through Rofny, but went to

lodge at the extremity of the town. Chicot J, who would always

Claude of

Lorrain.

* Anne duke of Joyeufe, the eldefl of

fevën fons ofWilliam of Joyeufe.

t This was the treaty of Nemours, the

triumph of the league, and the difgrace of

[I, Henry IV. told the marquis

de la Force, in the prefence of Matthieu,
who relates it in his eighth book, that the

moment: he was informed of this ftiameful

weaknefs of the king of France, his muf-
taches turned fuddenly white on that fide

of his face, which he fupported with his

hand. Sixtus the fifth appeared afhamed
himfelf; and by the fame bull of September
the 5th, 1 585, wherein he excommunicated
all that aflifted the huguenots, he likewife

excommunicated thole who undertook any
linfl the king and kingdom. He

that time all the miferies that

would befall France. See thefe articles of

, and the proceedings of the

1 i ranee and Rome, vol. I. of the

df Nevers, p. 661, and following.

% Chieot was a Gafcon, brave, rich, and
a buffoon. At the liege of Rouen, he

. of Lorrain, count of
;

» in the thigh; and taking him
ted him to Henry IV. (i \-

) what I give thee." The
ig taken by a fool,

gave him a blow on the head with the hilt

of his fword, which killed him. He ufed

to lay whatever he pleafed to the king,

without giving him any orTcnce. When
the duke of Parma came to France, Chicot

laid to the king, before all the courtiers,

" My friend, I fee very well that all you
" do will fignify nothing, unlefs youeither
" turn catholic or pretend you are one."

Another time he faid to him, " I am con-
" vinced that to be peaceably king of
" France, you would give both papifts

" and huguenots to Lucifer's clerk; fo

" true it is, that you kings have no reli-

" gion but in appearance." " I am not
" furprized," faid he another time to his

majefty, " that fo many perfons defire to

" be kings : it is a good trade, and bv
" working at it only an hour in a day,
" one may make fufficient provifion for

" the reli of the week, without being
" obliged to one's neighbours; but for
" God's fake, my friend, take care and
" keep out of the hands of the leaguers,

" for if you fhould fall into fome of them,
" they would hang you up like a hog's
" gut, and write upon your gibbet, At
" the crown of France and Navarre, are

" good lodgings to be lett." Memoirs for

the hiftory of France, vol. II. p. 72.

givs



MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book II.

give free fcope to his humour, refolved to divert himfelf at Lavardin's

expence, whom he called a madman ; and fending for him one day,

told him with a myfterious air, that that devil of a huguenot (mean-

ing me) certainly intended to keep the deaf man (a nickname he gave

likewife to the duke of Joyeufe) prifoner. Lavardin, without reflect-

ing that his attempt would be ufelefs, tho' it had not been ridiculous,

armed himfelf immediately, with all his domeftics, and came with

them in bravado before my door ; where he was obliged to bear the

railleries of the whole company, who did not fpare him.

What I am now going to fay, will hardly appear credible. We
fet out together, and had fcarcely reached Verneuil, when the duke

of Joyeufe received a packet from court, which informed him, that

the king had concluded a peace with the league, and that it was his

majefty's intention, that the army, which two days ago was to fupport

him againft the league *, fliould be led againft the king of Navarre.

Joyeufe, in relating this to me, added, " Well ! monlieur le baron
" de Rofny, this ftroke will give me a cheap bargain of your fine

" horfes, for the war is declared againft the proteftants : but I per-

" fuade myfelf, continued he, that you will not be lb fimple as to join

" the king of Navarre, and by embarking in a caufe that will infal-

" libly be ruined, lofe your fine eftate of Rofny."

The duke might have fpoken much longer without interruption ;

for although I was fufficiently acquainted with the court, fo that no-

thing from that quarter could furprize me, yet I could not reflect,

without aftonilbment, upon thofe difficulties through which fortune

feemed to take a pleafure in leading the king of Navarre, before fhe

conducted him to that greatnefs that was deftined for him ; for I

was always perfuaded of this in my own mind, and the predictions

of la BrofTe were continually prefent to me. My anfwer, there-

fore, to Joyeufe, turned wholly upon thefe prefages; after which

* The king was obliged to it at Chalons them in the beginning. The council miffed

bv the leaguers, who were affembled there. an opportunity of uniting the Low Coun-
He fcarcely excufed himfelf to the king of tries to the crown, by fending back the de-

Navarre, upon the neceffity he was driven puties from thofe provinces, without an
!to. This prince and the queen his Mother anfwer, who came to offer the fovcreignty

fuffered themfelves to be unfeafonably inti- of them to the king, provided he would

midated by the threats of the league, whofe march with his troops on that fide. Thus
forces were exaggerated, although it would were two great errors committed at one

not have been difficult to have deftroyed time. Dc Thou, book lxxxi.

I quitted
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I quitted him abruptly. This ftep might appear a little extravagant to

him; and I have been informed, that he faid to thofe about him,
*' There goes a confummate fool; but he will be finely deluded by
" his lbrcerer."

I returned to my houfe, from whence I fet out again immedi-

ately, after taking ibme new meafures conformable to the fudden

change which had fo lately happened. I went directly to Guienne,

where the king of Navarre was, and ftaid with him four or five

months, during which he was employed in making preparations againft

the ftorm that was bursting upon him. He carried me with him to

Montauban, where he held feveral conferences with the protefiants

upon the part it was neceffary they fhould take in this conjuncture.

Unhappily for them, upon this occafion, when all was at ftake, they

did not underftand their true intereft iufficiently, at leaft fo as to oblige

them to a perfect union amongft themielves, and a faithful concurrence

in the fame defigns. From that time, fome of the principal leaders

thought more of their own advancement than the king's, without con

uttering; that their fortunes were fc clolely connected with his, that if

he failed, it would be impoilible for them to fucceed. Each was for

building a fortune for himfelf, independent of the general plan.

This difunion of minds mewed itfelf more apparently in a private

conference held at St. Paul de Lamiate, where audience was given to In the bi-

a doctor of divinity, named Butrick, fent thither by the elector Pala- ^°P™ of

tine. It was there that the vifcount de Turenne gave the firft indica-

tions of that turbulent, falfe, and ambitious fpirit, which formed his

character. He had, in concert with this Butrick, projected a new
iyftem. * of government, into which they had drawn monfieurs de

Conftans, d'Aubigné, de St. Germain-Beaupré, de St. Germain de

Clan, de Brezolles, and others. They wanted to form the calvinift

part of France into a kind of republican ftate, under the protection of

the elector Palatine; and five or fix lieutenants in his name were to be

lent into the different provinces.

* The hiftorian who gives us the life of France, and very capable of filling that

the duke of Bouillon, does not deny that poft. This is all that can be faid of him,
thefc were the views of this calvinift noble- to foftcn thofe terms, rather too fevere,

man. He was a very able politician, ex- which monfieur de Sully frequently makes .

nuiuly ambitious, paffionatcly defirous of ufe of in thefe Memoirs, when he fpeaks

the quality of leader of the calvinifts of of the duke of Bouillon.

If
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585. If we examine this projedt, it will eafily ppear, that the king of
""v J Navarre was but little obliged to thefe gentlemen, fince, by this plan

they blended the princes of the blood with the officers of the prote-

ctant party, and reduced them all to the quality of lieutenants under
a petty foreign prince. This was not the only time that the king of
Navarre found fecret enemies in his councils, amongft his dependents,

and, in appearance, moft faithful fervants, and even amongft his own
friends and relations.

From men all things may be expected; they are not to be kept

firm to their duty, integrity, and the laws of fociety, by fidelity and
virtue, but by their hopes, and wiffies. But how could thefe con-
fummate politicians undertake to mention unity and conduce in their

pretended republic ? they, who were for giving it fo many heads, each

independent of the other, and all under little fubjcftion to a protector

too weak to make himfelf be obeyed. It was perceived immediately,

that their defign was to make themfclves fo many lovereigns in their

feveral diftricts, not forefeeing that by that means they would only de-

liver up each other to the difcretion of Spain, and the league, who
would eafily deftroy them, by attacking them feparately.

Although thefe cabals of the principal officers in the proteftant

party with a foreigner, were carried on privately enough, yet hap-
pily they did not hinder the better party from prevailing in the aflem-

bly. The duke of Montmorency * was of opinion, that in the

prefent danger we fhould be all united, and keep ourfelves efTectual-

ly upon the defenfive. I iniifted, in all the councils, upon the necef-

fity of acknowledging the authority of one only head, and of not

weakening our power by dividing it. As we came out from one of
thefe councils, the king ofNavarre drawing me afide faid to me, " Mon-
** fieur le baron de Rofny, it is not enough to fpeak well, we muff adf.

*' ftill better: are you not refolved that we fhould die together? it is

** no longer time to be frugal; all men of honour, and who have their

" religion at heart, muft venture one half of their eftates to fave the
" other. I am perfuaded, that you will be amongft the firft to affift

*' me, and I promife you, if I fucceed, you fhall partake of my good
*' fortune." " No, no, fir, replied I, we will not die, but we will

* This is Henry, maréchal Damville, afterwards duke of Montmorency.
" live
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" live together, and make our enemies fhorter by their head-. I have 1585.
" frill a wood that will produce me a hundred thoufand francs, and *-*"^r-"-

" all lhall be employed on this occafion ; you fhall give me more
" when you are rich, which will certainly happen. I had a precep-
" tor who was poflefled by a devil, ami he foretold it me." The
king of Navarre could not help fmiling at this fally, and embracing

me clofely, " Well, my friend, laid he to me, return to your houfe,

" be diligent, and c me to me foon again, with as many of your
" friends as you can bring with you, and do not forget your wood of
" high trees." He afterwards communicated to me the defign he hnd

to draw the war to Pari-, or at lead to the Loire ; which was, in effecl:,

the only means of fucceeding. He told me alfo, that he carried on a

private correspondence in Angers, but that he feared the prince of

Condé would by his precipitation obftrucb his defigns there, more than

the catholics j the event will (hew ifhe judged rightly. He promiled

to inform me of' all that paifed, and took leave of me, with a thou-

iand teftimonies of friendfhip, which I lhall never forget.

I ARRIVED at Bergerac, almoft in the fame moment that the

cardinal de Lenoncourt *, M. de Sillery, and M. de Poigny came thi-

ther alio, being deputed by the court to the king of Navarre, to re-

present to him, for the lafi time, the neceiiity he was under of fub-

mitting to the king's pleafure, and of changing his religion
-f*.

Poigny

* Philip dc Lenoncourt, cardinal and " honour of his family ; that the enmity
archbilhop of Rhcims. Nicolas Brulart, " which raged in the mindr. of thefe two
marquis of Sillery, afterwards chancellor. " perlons, was the caufc of a war, which
John d'Angennes, lord of Poigny. " was at prefent fo far kindled, that only

f In the .Memoirs of the life of J. A. " the death of one of them could extin-

de Thou, book iii. there is a converfation " guifh it; that neither the duke, or any
which Michael de Montagne had with " of his family, believed themfelves fe-

this preiident, that the reader may not be " cure, while the king of Navarre lived;

difpleafed to fee here. " As they were " and the king of Navarre, on his fide,

" difcourfing, ia\ s the author, upon the " was perfuaded, that he fhould draw no
" caufes of the prefent troubles, Mon- " advantage from his right of fucceffion to
" tagne told the prefident, that he had " the crown, during the duke's life. As
" been a mediator between thé king of " for religion, added he, which they both

arre, and the duke of Guife, when " make fuch a noife about, it is a good
" thefe princes were at the court; and " pretence to procure adherents, but nei-
" that the latter by his cares, his fervices, " ther of them is much affected by it.

iffiduities, made advances to gain " The fear of being abandoned by the
" the king of Navarre's friendfhip; but " proteftants, is the folecaufe thatprevents
" finding that he made a jeft of iiim, and " the king of Navarre from embracing
" tliat alter all his endeavours he was (till " the religion of his anceftors, nor woulJ
" an implacable enemy, he had recourfe " the duke recede from the confeffion of

ti as the lait refource to defend the " Augftmrg, if his uncle Charles, cardinal

Vol. I. M came
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1585. came to me the next day, difclofing to me the purport of his commif-
-•"Y""—^ non, and afked me what I thought would be the event of his journey.

I allured him that he was giving himlelf an ufelefs trouble ; and that

on an occafion when religion, the ftate, and the royal authority were

in fo great danger, it would not be words only that could prevail up-

on the king of Navarre. He fhrugged up his (boulders, iighed at my
anfwer, and inftead of replying, " I believe, faid he to me, it will be a

difficult thing to procure a mais in this city." I conducted him to the

chapel myfelf with the other deputies, being defirous to perfuade them
by this liberty that was allowed to catholics, in a city wherein the

proteftants were mailers, that we were not the real enemies of the

king.

What I had foretold the deputies of the event of their commif-

fion, exactly happened. As for me, I continued my journey to Paris,

where, on my arrival, I found nothing was talked of but the de-

fign of ruining the king of Navarre entirely, and extirpating the hu-

guenots. Every thing there was conducted according to the inclina-

tion of the league, which, iince the lhameful itep the king had taken,

ruled defpotically, and all the worthy Frenchmen that remained,

were under a neceffity of lamenting in private the misfortunes which
the king's weaknefs had drawn upon the kingdom. It was to thefe

that I addrened myfelf, and I had fome conference with MeiT. de Ram-
bouillet, de Montbazon -j~ the elder, d'Aumont, de la Rocheguion,

des Arpentis, and fome others. They all allured me, that when once

the king of Navarre Ihould appear in the neighbourhood of the Loire,

he mould loon fee a conliderable number of true Frenchmen in his

train. I confirmed them as much as I was able in thefe good refolu-

tions
J-,

and after I had bought fome horfes at Paris, I made hafte to

procure thole funis I had promifed the king.

I learnt by public report, what had happened at Angers:

but, in order to give a diftinct account of it, it is necefiary to take the

" of Lorrain, had convinced him, that he John d'Aumont, maréchal of France.
" might follow it without prejudice to his de Silly, count of Rocheguion.
" intercft. Thefe, he laid, were the fen- Lewis du Bois, lord of Arpentis, mailer
" timcnts he difcovered in thefe princes, of the king's wardrobe, governor ofTou-
" when he was em; loycd in their affairs." raine.

*t Nicholas d'Anguuus, marquis of t Monfieur de Rofny's negotiation with

Rambouillet. Lewis de Rohan, created Henry III. is mentioned by de Thou,
duke of Montbazon, in the year 1588. Look lxxxii.

ftorv



Book II. MEMOIRS OF SULL Y. 83

ftory a little higher. Briflac, who was governor of the caflle of this 1585-
city, placed a lieutenant there in his abfence, called captain Grec, £—*——

'

with twenty foldiers, on whole fidelity he had an entire reliance. Two Çoffv^
'
*

of theft foldiers, having been formerly of the reformed religion, fuf- de Boil",

fered themfelves to be gained by the king of Navarre and the prince

of Condé, and waited only for a favourable opportunity to deliver

up the caflle to them, which would neceflarily be followed by the fur-

render of the city. When it was known at Angers, that Henry III.

had joined with the king of Navarre againfl the league, a third party

was formed, headed by du Hallot % who likewife endeavoured to

gain Rochemorte and Freine, fo were the two foldiers named. Mat-
ters did not long continue in this ftate ; the two foldiers, prefs'd by
the prince of Condé, furprized captain Grec, and killed him, together

with fome of his men : after which they ieized upon the caftle. Du
Hallot, who knew not of the change that had fo lately happend at

court, gave himfelf no trouble about this action ; on the contrary,

he fatished the people, by reprefenting to them, that the two foldiers

had only acted according to the king's orders ; and he remained in

this error, till offering to enter the caftle, he himfelf experienced the

treachery of Rochemorte and Frefne, and through his miftake, fuf-

fered death upon- the wheel -f

.

Hitherto everything fucceeded for the king of Navarre, and
the prince of Condé's party. But they foon experienced the inftability

of fortune. Rochemorte having been drawn beyond the bridge by
the catholics, who kept the caftle inverted, perceiving that their de-

fign was to furprize the place, and make him their prifoner, endea-

voured to get in again. In this tumult, thofe within the caftle thought

of nothing but of drawing up the bridge immediately. Rochemorte
grafped the chains, which lofing from his hold, he fell into the

ditch, where a ftag that was feeding difpatched him by tearing him in

pieces. Frefne only remained, who, two days after, as he was fleep-

ing upon a parapet on the wall, where he thought himfelf in fifety,

was killed by a carabine, fhot from the other fide of the river, at.

the diftance of above 500 paces. After which the catholics drove

out the reft of the huguenots from the city and caftle, with the fame

' Michael Bburrouge du Hallot. \ The king was fo much afraid of the

Lewis Bouchereau de Rochemorte Leoa league, that he publicly difavowed du
de Freine. Hallot's entecprize.

M 2 facility
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facility that they had feized it. Things would not have taken this

unfavourable turn, if the king of Navarre had conducted the enter-

prize alone ; for he would not have fuffered the two confpirators to

begin their operation, till he was at the gate to fupport them with

his whole army.

This ill- concerted fcheme produced more misfortunes ; the prince

of Condé being engaged in the fiege of Brouage, when news was

brought him, that his party had furprized Angers, balanced not a

moment whether he mould quit the fiege, but went immediately to

the afiiftance of his confederates at Angers ; where arriving too late,

he failed in both his defigns. This was not all ; the whole catholic

army being idle and dilperled, aflembled again in the neighbourhood

of Angers, which took away all poflibility of regaining it, precipitated

all the actions of the campaign, and brought the prince of Condé

himfelf, as we (hall fee prefently, into a danger, from whence he

efcaped but by a lingular inftance of good fortune.

After this firft act of hoftility on the proteftant fide, I believed

it would be no longer poflible to keep any meafures with the catholics.

If to continue at Rofny, therefore, was dangerous, the country being

overfpread with royalifts, it was no lefs fo to endeavour to make my
way to the king of Navarre : however, I refolved upon this laft ex-

pedient, being convinced, that he never had more need of my afliflance

than in the prelént conjuncture ; and that the difficulty of fending

difpatche? through the midft of an enemy's army, was the only cauie

ofmy not hearing from him as he had promifed. * Meffieurs de Mouy,

de Feuquieres, and Morinville, to whom I imparted my defign,

judging it to be too hazardous, refuted to accompany me ; but this

did not hinder me from fetting out on my journey, attended only by

fix gentlemen, and my domefiics, two of whom carried portmanteaus,

in each of which were fix thoufand crowns.

In Perche.

In the coun-

ty of Char-
train.

I lay the firft night at Nonancourt, and the fécond at Chateau-

dun. Hitherto no unfortunate accident befel me, for although we
every where met with great numbers of catholic foldiers, yet they all

fuppofed I was going, likethem, to join the body of the dukeofJoyeufe's

army; with whom, as a foldier, named Mothepotain, informed me,

every thing went very well. I left Chateaudun before day, left I

fliould be difcovered, and came to Vendôme ; where not being willing

Ifaac Vaudic, or Vaudray, lord of Mouy. de Pas-Feuquicres.

to
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to be known by Bénehart *, 1 made Boifbrueil, one of the gentlemen 1585.

in my train, pais for the mailer of the troop, and I mounted, like one *— V-—

'

of the domeftics, upon a horfe that carried Ix-ggage. He who ap-

d to be the chief amongft us, was afked lèverai queflions, to

which he made proper anlwers, and we were fufFered to pafs. V\ e

traverfed the whole city, in order to lodge in the mod diftant part of

the luburbs. Bcnehart, who believed us to be catholics, as we had

allured him we were, very obligingly fent to advife us to return into

the city, becauie the prince of Condé's army, which had been repulfed

before Angers, were difperfed over the country, and fometimes made

excurlions to the gates of the city, which rendered our (lay in the fub-

urbs very dangerous. What he reprefented to us as a misfortune we
fhould have looked upon as a very great happinefs; but there was a

necefiity for concealing it: therefore, the pretended matter of the

equipage, feeming to approve of this advice, ordered the baggage to be

put upon the horfes again, that we might return into the city. It be-

longed to me, who performed the part of a domeftic, fecretly to pro-

tract our ftay till the night approached. The hurry and confulion,

oecafioned by the removal of all the people who lodged there, for the

order was general, kept our artifice unfufpedted: at length, we in rea-

lity made preparations for going, as well as the reft; but after our

horfes had been fed and refremed, and the night half over, we mount-

ed, and, inftead of entering the city, filed off into a bye ftreet, which

I had caufed to be reconnoitred, and got into the fields on that fide,

where I fuppofed the prince of Condé's army might be.

We had, however, reafon to apprehend, that the artifice which

had hitherto proved lb fuccefsfiil, would occalion our ruin, through

the impoffibility of diftinguilhing readily, what party thofe whom we
might happen to meet, belonged to. A miitake might coft us our

lives; but there being no remedy, we continued our journey, though

with fufficient uneafinefs, thinking it neceflary not to alter our

ulual anfwer. In effeel, the firft we met with was a company

of light-armed horfe, commanded by Falandre. To the queliion,

which was, Qui vive, we replied, Vive le Roy; and Falandre ex-

amining us no farther, advifed us to join him, left we fhould meet

the prince of Condé's little army, which he allured us was not far

off"; adding, that if we doubted him, we might get further infor-

mation from two or three companies of argoulets
-f-,

who were

* James de Maille de Bcnehart, go- t So called from the hows with which

vernor of Vendôme. they were at fait armed. They
coming:
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George de

Clermont
d'Amboife,

marquis ot

Galerande.

coming after. Thefe laft words furnifhed us with a pretence for

evading his perplexing civility: we feigned to have reafons for not

following the fame rout with him, and for waiting to take our mea-
fures from the anfwer we mould receive from the argoulets. In

reality, we were no lefs apprehenlive of this other rencounter,

but we prepared for it, relying ftill upon the good fortune of

efcaping, by means of our difguife. Accordingly, we did not fail

to the queftion, Qui vive, which was afked us by the next com-
pany we met, to anfwer boldly, Vive le Roy, being perfuaded that

we fpoke to the argoulets of the royal army, whom Falandre had
mentioned to us. This fuppofition, however, probably drew us into

a very great danger ; for thefe argoulets having perceived the prince

of Condé's army at a diftance, difperfed, and threw themfelves into

the woods. Inftead of them, therefore, thefe whom we now en-

countered were four companies belonging to the prince ; which wè
foon comprehended by the whole troop's falling upon us, and aiming

their pieces, crying out to us to furrender. At that moment, I

plainly diftinguilhed three officers of my acquaintance, whom it would
not have been difficult in any other fituation to have made myfelf

known to; but I reflected, that in fuch fort of encounters, the firft

word, the firft motion, that tend to an explanation, are generally un-

derftood as a refufal to furrender, and followed by a difcharge of the

piece clofe to the breaft. Inftead, therefore, of naming myfelf, or

thofe officers, I behaved like a man who yields himfelf prilbner, and
marched after the reft; till coming near meilleurs de Clermont and

St. Gelais, whom I furprized very much by embracing, they ordered

my equipage to be reftored to me, and likewife the portmanteaus

which contained my money.

The prince ofCondécame up foon after thefe four companies:

he could fcarcely believe what he faw, fo bold did my enterprize ap-

pear to him. We lay all night in this place 5 after fupping very tem-
perately out of wooden difhes; and when the time came which obliged

us to ieparate, the prince, who was fo thinly accompanied; that far

from being able to make head againft a royal army, he was not in a

condition to defend himfelf againft a ftrong detachment, and being

likewife in a province where he was fought for in all parts, would have

on foot or on horféback, as our dragoons
do at prelum. When the arquebufes

w ere tu il in ufe, they were called horfe-

arquebufiers ; and it is by this name they

; liiy called in thefe Memoirs-.

bad
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had me to receive him into my company, in the quality of a private 15S5.

gentleman. He was fo well known, that I could not yield to his re- «——v~—

'

quell, without ruining both him and myfelf. I in treated him, there-

fore, to difpenfe with my complaifance; and making the fame excufe

to the duke de la Tremouille, charged, myfelf only with meilleurs de Claudeduke

Fors, du Plelîls, de Verac, and d'Oradour. The prince of Condé re- de la !

_

le"

mained behind, extremely perplexed; and finding it ltill more dan-

gerous to continue with his twelve hundred horfe, than to march witfc

a finall retinue, he divided them into platoons, of which the molt

coniiderable coniifted only of twenty horfe, making them take bye-

ways, and marching himfelf through the roads, by a good fortune of

which there are but few examples, twelve times efcaped the purfuits

of his enemies.

Nor indeed was I lefs fortunate myfelf. To the artifices I had al-

ready made ufe of I added another, which fucceeded wonderfully: I

alTiimed the name of one of my brothers; and to make myfelf look

more youthful, cut off my beard and muitaches. This, however, did

not diiguife me fo well, but that through every place I palled, I could

hear people about me fay, that I perfectly reiembled my brother the

huguenot. To avoid the questions that might be aiked me, 1 took the

f a zealous partizan of the league, fpread the report of the prince

or Conde's defeat, and the rout of the proteftant forces by the duke of InTouraine.

Joyeufe; by which means I arrived fafe at Chateau-Renaud. The great

ditHculty was how to pals the Loire; yet this I accomplilhed, through
the all! dance of M. des Arpentis, who acted on this occafion like a

true friend. I received, likewife, fome fervices from M. de Montba-
zon. As foon as I arrived at Montbazon, he fent me a prefent of wine
and fruit, and treated me with fo much kindnefs in feveral other in-

stances, that although I was known in this place, I complied with his

intreaties, and ftaid there three days, which was no more than ne-
cefiary, as our horfes began to be greatly fiitigued. By the death of
M. de Montbazon *, which happened foon after, I was deprived of
an opportunity of fhewing my gratitude to a man, who had the good
of the ftate fo nearly at heart.

Favoured by my new difguife, I traverfed Châtelleraud and
Poitiers. At Ville-fagnan, meeting with a regiment of Swifs that Upon the

confines of

* He was /lain at the battle of Arques. £
oitou

'
and

was
Sa,monSe -
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585.

A village in

Saintonge.

In Angou-
mois.

was going to join the maréchal de Matignon's army, I refolded to

draw lome advantage from this rencounter. The Swifs were not dif-

pleafed with any thing I laid to them, becaufe I always took care to

provide them each morning with a repaft; and I believe I might have
depended upon them, had I even difcovered my true name. I travel-

led with them four days, and we did not feparate, while I could pofii-

bly avoid it. Scarce had I quitted them, when paffing the river at St.

Marfaud, I was known by Puiferret, who advanced with his company
to the bank of the river. Happily for me, I had already got to the

other fide; and having this advantage of him, I gained the houfe of
* M. de Neufvy. At Marton I went down, as ufual, into the fuburbs,

and immediately, thro' a ftrange foreboding, returned into the city.

I was informed the next day, that the door of the fiable in which my
horfes were fuppofed to be, had been burft open in the night by a

petard; but the reflections I made upon this accident, did not prevent

me from giving orders for my departure: when I was accofted by

a ftranger, who faid to me, " Monfieur, I do not defire to know who
" you are; but if you are a huguenot, and leave this place, you will

" perifh; five miles diftant from hence there is an ambuih of fifty

*' horfe, well armed, which I believe is defigned againft you." I

thanked this man for his kindnefs, without feeming difcompofed by

what he had told me, and coldly anfwered, that although I was not a

huguenot, yet to fall into an ambufh, appeared to me to be always

dangerous. I then returned to my inn, where pretending that one of

my fineft horfes had hurt his foot, I ordered them to be all unfaddled.

That I might be affured whether what I had heard was true, I

made one of my fervants, named Perigordin, who could imitate per-

fectly well the gibberifh of a peafant, difguile himfelf like one; and

after inftructing him in what he was to do, fent him to that part of

the country, where I was told the ambuih was polled.

Perigordin meeting thefe fifty horfemen, told them, in anfwer to

the queftions they afked him concerning the news of the city, that

my departure was deferred till the next day. He followed them to a

town, two leagues from thence, where they retired extremely morti-

fied at having miffed their blow, but refolved to return to the fame

* The youngeft Ton was calk J ger- Neufroy, his eldeft, was in the patty of

trand de Melet deFayoles of Neufvy; for the league.

Magdelaine de Melet de Fayoles, lord of

place
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place the next morning : and came back to me to make his report, I 1586.

let out that moment, and after fome other little adventures of the fame <—-~v—-**

kind, arrived at the houfe of M. de Longa, and went from thence to

Bergerac, where the king of Navarre then was. This prince, on

whom no inftance of kindnefs was ever loft, held me a long time em-
braced in his arms ; and appeared extremely feniible of the dangers to

which, through my attachment to him, I had expofed myfelf. He
would make me acquaint him with the leafr. particulars relating to my
iourney, efpecially the rencounter I had with the prince of Condé, and

the flippery condition in which I had left him.

Tis impofilble to defcribe the king of Navarre's perplexity at this

time : without troops, money, or aid, he law three powerful armies

marching againrt him. Thofe of the dukes of Ma'ienne and Joyeufe

were advancing by great journeys ; and he had the maréchal de Matig-

non's army adtually in front. The forty thoufand francs I had brought

with me, proved a very feafonable fupply to this prince, who could not

have railed fuch a fum in his whole court. We marched towards Caf-
Cities of

tillon and Montiegur, which Matignon made fhew of befieging; but Gafcony, in

he falling fuddenly upon Caftets, we were obliged to turn to that fide, thebifhopric

and after a long and extreme cold march, for it was in the month of
of Aire*

February, we arrived time enough to make them raife this fiege.

But when we learnt that the duke of Ma'ienne's army was near,

then it was, that not being able to think of any means by which we
could refill the efforts of two armies, whole numbers were fo fuperior

to ours, we were thrown into the greateft confiernation imaginable ;

we knew not which way to turn, nor what refolution to take: one was
of opinion, that the king of Navarre Ihould retire into the heart of Lan-
guedoc; another, that he Ihould go ftill farther ; and a third advited

him to pafs over to England, from whence, after he had fecured fome
powerful fuccours, he Ihould go and put himfelf at the head of thofe

that Germany had given him hopes of. All agreed upon this one point,

that the king ought to go farther from Guienne. It was with grief

that I faw this advice, which would leave the proteftant party in

France without any refource, likely to prevail.

The king of Navarre defiring to know my opinion, I represented

to him, that our affairs were not reduced to fuch an extremity, as to

oblige us to abandon them entirely : that it would be time enough to

do that, after we had endeavoured once more to make head againft

Vol. I. N ^them
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them every where; which did not appear to be impoflible, by leaving,

for example, the vifcount de Turenne, with a fmall body of troops, fuch

as could be got together, to act upon the defenlive in Guyenne ; and

while the duke of Montmorency did the fame in Languedoc, and Lef-

diguieres in Dauphiny, the king ihould referve the defence of Rochelle,

and the neighbouring country, for himielf, till the foreign troops, that

were now very foon expected, arrived, which would bring the two pow-

ers nearer to an equality. The king of Navarre approved of this ad-

vice, and declared he would follow it; "But, added he, the duke of

" Maïenne is not ib peevifh a boy, but that he will permit me to walk
" up and down a little longer in Guyenne." He then gave fome or-

ders before he fet out for Rochelle, and took a journey to Beam ; which

the prefent conjuncture rendered abfolutely neceifary.

He ftaid there but eight days, and during this interval, the two

catholic armies having joined, and feized all the paifages by which

they thought the king of Navarre could return to Poitou, he faw

himfelf upon the point of being fhut up in Nerac. In this extremity

the king relblving to attempt all things, rather than not fecure himfelf

a paflage *
; he left Nerac, followed by two hundred horfe, and took

A city of the the road towards Caftel-geloux. When he was got half way thither,

principality he feparated his whole troop, and keeping only twenty of us that were

A rit^of
^eft mounted, and a like number of his guards, appointed Saintc-foy

Guienne, for a place of rendezvous for all the reft : then, turning fhort, ftruck

upon the into a road amidft woods and heaths, with which he was well ac-
Dordogne. qua intec} j having often hunted there, and arrived at Caumont, where

of Guyenne ne ^eP t mree hours. We pafied the river after fun-fet, and marched

all night through the enemy's quarters, and even over the moats of

Marmande ; after which, taking a bye-way near Sauvetat, we came
two hours before day to Sainte-foy, where all the reft of his men,

who had divided into fmall platoons, arrived alfo by different ways,

without the leaft lofs, not even of their baggage. The duke of Maï-
enne, exatperated at this dilappointment of his hopes, went to dif-

Acityof Pe- charge all his rage upon Montignac le Comte, where captain Roux,
rigord upon and ferjeant More defended themfelves fo courageouily againft his
the Vezere. wnole army, that he could not oblige them to furrender, but by grant-

ing them the moll honourable conditions.

* See this paiTage of the king of Na- vol. I. book xviii. Cayet, book i. and

varre, and all the military expeditions on other hiitorians.

both lides, in d'Aubigne, vol. III. Matthieu,

This
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This general found lefs refiftance in Sainte Bazeile. Defpueilles, *—-"\

—

J

the governor of that fmall place, was allied to the family of Courtenay,
^oTs°u

Ba"

and had the reputation of a very brave man : which inlpired me with the Dor-

an inclination to mut myfelf up with him, contrary to the advice of dogne.

my relations and friends, who without doubt knew him much better

than I did. The king of Navarre a long time denied me the per-

milîion I afked of him ; at laft, overcome by my importunity, he gave

me thirty men, with whom I threw myfelf into Sainte Bazeile. I found

the place in a very bad condition, without ramparts, and the houfes

all built of clay, which the cannon went quite through. However,
it might have held out fome time, but Defpueilles being feized with

fear, rejected all my advice, and was mad enough to put himfelf into

the enemies hands, who treated the city as they plealed. The king

of Navarre, at the firft confufed reports he heard of this action, was

angry with us all ; but when he was informed of the truth, the whole

weight of his difpleafure fell upon Defpueilles, which was increafed by

this cowardly governor having the imprudence to tell him, when he

prefented himfelf before him to excufe his conduct, that if he had

been there himfelf, he could not have acted otherwiie. The king of

Navarre put him under an arreft, from which, eight days after, he was

releafed at our folicitations.

The king did not quit the field till he was reduced to the laft ex-

tremity, and after having difputed the ground inch by inch. When he

retreated, he threw the remains of his forces into Monfegur, Caftillon, Upon the

and Sainte-foy. I lent him fix thoufand livres more, to fortify Mont- Dordogne.

flanquin, where Bethune commanded. At laft, fearing fome fatal ac- Floreftan de

cident on the fide of Rochelle, he left fome troops in Guyenne, under Bethune.

the command of the vifeount de Turenne, and took the road to that c . . .

city by Pons, and Saint Jean d'Angely. Saintonge.

There were moments in which Henry III. enraged at the

mameful part the league obliged him to act, wifhed ardently to find

fome means of revenging himfelf* : but willing to do this without

danger, rejected always the thought that often prefented itfelf to his

mind, of calling in the king of Navarre, and uniting with him. The
deputies from the four Swifs catholic cantons coming to Paris, to treat

* It was in thefe moments that he faid, dkabo ifùmtos meos ; (peaking of the lea-

xs l'Etoile relates, De inimicis meis vin- guers, and the huguenots.

N 2 of
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of the fuccours which fome time before had been demanded of this re-

public; the king, who was then in one of his temporaiy fits of anger

againft the league, refolved to make ufe of thefe Swifs, which, with

the troops that were at his own difpofal, and thofe he might expect

from the king of Navarre, would form a body of men capable of re-

ducing the league to reafon. He wrote to the king of Navarre, and ac-

quainting him with his new defigns, defired him to fend a perfon in

whom he could confide, to confer with him upon this whole affair, and

particularly upon the ufe they were to make of the Swifs. A blank

pafsport was added to this letter, which the king of Navarre filling up

with my name, obliged me to depart immediately.

I arrived at Saint Maur, where the court then was, and went

down fo the houfe of Villeroy, with whom I dined, and ftaid the

reft of that day, and on the next he prefented me to the king. I mall

never forget the fantaftic and extravagant equipage and attitude in

which I found this prince in his cabinet : he had a fword at his fide,

a Spanifh hood hung down upon his moulders, a little cap, fuch as

collegians wear, upon his head, and a bafket full of little dogs hung

to a ribband about his neck. He continued in a pofture fo

fixed, and fo immoveable, that in fpcaking to us, he neither moved
his head, hands, or feet. He began by giving vent to his indigna-

tion againft the league, which made me conclude he had received

fome new affront from it, and talked of his union with the king of

Navarre, as a thing, the utility of which he was perfectly convinced

of ; but fome remains of fear made him always add, that he looked

upon it as impoflible, while the king of Navarre perfifted in his re-

folutions of not changing his religion. I took the word,., and told the

king in anfwer, that, it would be in vain to propofe fuch an expedient

to the king of Navarre, who by agreeing to it muft adt againft his

confcience ; which, were he capable of doing, would not produce what

his majefty hoped from it ; that the motive by which the league was

actuated, was neither a regard to public good, or to religion ; that fo

precipitate an action would deprive the king of Navarre of all the afr

liftance he might expect from the proteftants, without drawing one

man from the league; but,, on the contrary, fuch a weaknefs would

increafe the pride of their common enemies. The king did not tail

to anfwer my reafons ; but I ftill perfifted in maintaining, that the

king of Navarre, by complying with the terms propefed to him, could

bring only his fingle perfon to his aid, whereas by uniting with him

ill the condition he was now in,, without requiring the faciifice of his

religion,.

I
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religion, he would ftrengthen the king's party with a body very pow-
erful in the ftate. I had a conference, to the fame effeâ:, with the

queen-mother: and I perceived that the force of my arguments made
fome impreffion on them both, at firft, and that it was the fear of

that change which an union with a prince of the reformed religion

might produce, which only prevented them from yielding. I did not,

however, defpair of prevailing upon them to ftrike this great blow,

and by the (not only gracious but) free and open manner, in which
their majefties treated with me, I had reafon to iiatter myfelf I mould
fucceed.

I left them in thefe favourable difpofitions to go to Paris, to con-
fer with the Swifs deputies, and brought them to my purpofe with very

little difficulty. It coft me nothing but a fmall expence in provisions,

efpecially wine ; for which they promifed, without any limitation, a

body of ten thoufand Swifs ; four thoufand of which were to ftay in

Dauphiny, and the other fix thoufand to be employed in thefervice, and
at the difcretion of the two kings. The king of France again afiured

me by MefT. de Lenoncourt, de Poigny, and Brulart, that his fenti-

ments were not altered, and that he paffionately wifhed for the union ;

which was not lefs earneltlv defired by the king of Navarre : in the

difpatches I received from him almoft every day, he exhorted me to

ufe all my endeavours to fecure its fuccefs, and even to facrifice for that

purpofe fome part of his intereft.

At my return to St. Maur, I gave the king an account of m) jour-

ney, and afked what ufe he would make of the fix thoufand Swifs, and
to what plate he defigned they fhould go. The king demanded, that

they fhould be brought into the neighbourhood of Paris; and even, if

there was a neceffity for if, ferve him againft the league. I forefaw all

theinconveniencies that would attend a project of this kind, and did not

yield to this article, but by the exprefs command of the king of Na-
varre, who thought fo fmall a matter ought not to retard their recon-

ciliation. It will be foon feen whether this article was really of as little

imp stance as was imagined, and what was the confequence of this im-
prudent compliance.

The treaty between the two kings being concluded upon the con-
ditions that have been mentioned, I refolved to depart from court,

leaving ml IVÎarfilliere at Paris, under colour of continuing the ne-

gotiation that had been begun : but he had only attended me to Paris,

to
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to take the firft favourable opportunity of going to Germany, to

facilitate, by the affiftance of meilleurs de Clairvant, and de Guitry,

the departure of a body of German troops from thence, which the

»niie, lord of proteftants of thofe countries hadpromifed the king of Navarre. This
Clairvant. defign Marfilliere executed very happily. As for me, I ftaid but eight

days at Rofuy with my wife ; after which I returned to the king of

Navarre, who was extremely well fatisfied with the fuccefs of my
commiffion.

This prince could not refolve to lie idle in Rochelle, and there-

fore prevailed with the inhabitants to furnifh him with twelve hundred

foot, two hundred hone, and three cannons ; thefe he gave to the

A city of duke de la Tremouille for the reduction of Talmont, which he could
Lower Poi- not enclure to fee in the enemies hands. I followed the duke de la

Tremouille, with Mignonville, Fouquerolles, Bois-du-Lys, and fome
other officers.

John de

Sourches,

lord of Ma-
licorne.

In Upper
Poitou, up-
on the Bou-
tonne.

The town having no fortifications, we feized it without oppofition,

and began immediately to attack the caftle ; the walls of which were
very ftrong, but had no works on the outfide. Maroniere, who was
governor of it, although he did not expect to be attacked, depended

upon fome fpeedy fupplies that Malicorne had engaged to bring him :

which determined us to prefs the place vigoroully. The paifage by

fea from Talmont to Rochelle is but fix hours ; I embarked for that

place to fetch a fupply of powder, with which we were not fufficiently

provided, and to inform the king of Navarre, that we mould find it

very difficult to fucceed widi fo fmall a number of men. The king

foon raifed two thoufand more in the neighbourhood of Rochelle, and

fhipped them on board of three veffels, which during three days were

in danger of periihing. At length we arrived at Talmont ; the three

veffels caft anchor there one after another, and the befieged learning

that the king of Navarre conducted the attack in perfon, iurrendered

the place to him.

It was want ofmoney that had prevented Malicorne from bringing

fupplies to the governor of Talmont ; the king of Navarre, thereibre,

being freed from this fear, drew off his troops, in order to attack

Chizai. Fayolle, who commanded there, defended himfelf bravely.

Pie made good ufe of a culverine, which was the only piece of artillery

he had in the place ; nor yielded till the laft extremity. I took notice

of a lingular accident that happened there : the princefs Catherine

having
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having fent the fteward of her houfhold with a letter to the king her 1586.

hrother, a bullet of this culverine went quite through the body of his v—*>
horfe, and came out at his bread:, yet the bealt continued ftanding

near ten minutes after.

Another fhot from an arquebufe was the caufe of a much greater

misfortune : a gentleman charged with a verbal meffage to the king

of Navarre, concerning fome important affairs, was fhot dead at the

feet of this prince, having only had time to fay that he came from
Heidelberg, from meffieurs de Clairvant and de Guitry. This officer

was fent to inform the king, that the German horfe, and other pro-

teitant troops from Germany, were ready to enter France ; and to

know of him through what place he thought it moft proper they fhould

march. Some were for their entering France, by Lorrain, where the

league was very powerful; others maintained, that they ought to take

their route by the Bourbonnois, from thence by Berry and Poitou, and
the fide of the Loire. Meffieurs de Montmorency and de Châtillon

were for keeping them in Languedoc and near the Rhone. Never
was lb great a diversity of opinions known, and unhappily the worit

prevailed, which was to bring them in through Beauce ; doubfiefs,

becaufe the king of France was willing to have them near him, that

he might make ufe of them againft the league, or at lead to keep it in

awe. It is not probable that the king of Navarre would have con Tent-

ed to this, but the accident that has been related was the caufe that he
was even ignorant of their contentions.

This prince, by a continuance of the fame good fortune, took

Sanzay, and afterwards St. Maixant ; the noife of five or fix cannons, Other citi

which till that time were feldom made ufe of in fieges, produced this of Upper

effect. He took advantage of his fuccefs, and feeing himfelf reinforced Poitou -

with two hundred horfe, and five hundred foot, which were brought
him by the prince ofCondé, and the count delaRochefoucault*,whom
hehad jurt: made colonel-general of his infantry, he believed himlelf

ftrong enough to undertake the liege of Fontenay, the fécond placefor

ftrength in Poitou ; although he was not ignorant, that in this place

there was a brave governor, and a ftrong garrifon. The governor,

whole name was la Rouffiere, refolved to defend not only the city,

but the fuburb des Loges alio, which was larger and more magnili-

* Francis de la Rochefoucault, prince the maflacre of St. Bartholomew. He
of Mariili.'.c, Can of him who was ilain at was killed in 1591.

cent
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1 586. cent than the city itfelf, and furrounded with a great moat ; to which
*—*-v——' were added ftrong barricadoes, that clofed up the entrance of this

fuburb. The king of Navarre fent la Rochefoucault, at the head of
forty gentlemen, to attack the upper end of this fuburb in a very dark

, . , night. I joined meilleurs de Dangeau, de Vaubrot, d'Avantigny,

Courcillon ^e Challandeau, de Feuquieres, de Biafîeulîès, le Chene, and two or
tic Dangeau. three others. We polled ourfelves at one fide of the barricadoes, with

our pikes in our hands, and our pillols at our girdles, with a defign

either to throw them down, or leap over them. We were repulfed

three times. Vaubrot, Avantigny, and I, in falling, drew five or fix

hogfheads of dung upon us, from which we were apprehenfive we
fliould not foon difengage ourfelves ; but our party having at that in-

jftant forced the works, we got up by means of this effort, and the

enemies feeing us mailers of the barricade, thought of nothing but

retreating, after having firil fet fire to it, to protract our purfuit, left:

by following them too clofe, we fhould in their confufion enter the

city along with them.

We now took up our lodgings in the fineft houfes in the fuburb,

where we found all things in great abundance. The only inconve-

nience we fullered, was from the fmall ihotof the place, which made
the entrance to the king's and our own houfes very dangerous ; and the

batteries upon the ramparts commanding all the avenues of this fuburb,

it was impoflible to enter it without being expofed to continual dif-

charges. One day, when I came out of my own houfe to go to the

king's, which was the mofl beautiful in the fuburb, a ball, as I was
palling thro' the ftreet, crulhed my head-piece, juft as Liberge, my
valet de chambre, came up to tie it. I caufed a rope to be inllantly

failened acrofs the flreet, and by means offome cloaths that were hung
over it, prevented the befieged from feeing at leail thofe that palled.

We afterwards applied ourfelves without ceafing to the trenches and

undermining. The king of Navarre took inconceivable pains in this

fiege : he conducted the- miners himfelf, after he had taken all the

neceflary precautions to hinder fupplies from entering without : the

bridges, avenues, and all the roads that led to the city, were flrictly

guarded, as likewife great part of the country. One night, when I was
upon guard with twenty horfe, at the ford of a river, I heard the noife

of trampling of horfes at a dillance, which made me conclude I

fliould he attacked. This noife ceafed for fome minutes, then began

again with more violence 3 and came fo near, that I prepared for de-

fence.
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fence. I fullered the troop to approach within arms length ; but 1586.

when we were juft ready to tire, I perceived the occafion of ouraLrm *—-"y"*—J

to v a number of horfes and mares, which had been wandering about

this feld, and came to water at the river. I was one of the firrt to laugh

at this adventure ; but in fecret I was not lorry that I had given orders

to the perfon whom I pitched upon to go for affiftance, not to fet out

till we were engaged in fight.

At this fiege, my principal employment was the conduct of the

artillery. The mining was lb far advanced, that we could hear the

voice of the foldiers who guarded the parapets, within the lodgment

of the miners. The king of Navarre was the firft who perceived this;

he fpoke, and made himfelf known to the beiicged ; who were fo

aftoniihed at hearing him name himfelf from the bottom of thefe fuh-

terraneous places, that they demanded leave to capitulate. The pro-

pofals were all made by this uncommon way : the articles were drawn
up, or rather dictated, by the king of Navarre, whofe word was known,

by the befieged to be fo inviolable, that they did not require a writing;

They had no caufe to repent of this confidence ; the king of Navarre,

charmed with a proceeding fo noble, granted the garrifon military

honours, and preferved the city from pillage.

A woman of the city having killed a fat hog the fame day that

they had capitulated, hearing that the garrifon had furrendered, de-

vifed a pleafant ftratagem, to deprive the rapacious foldiers of their prey.

She made her huiband hide himfelf, and wrapping the dead animal

in a Iheet, laid it, by the help of fome friends, in a coffin, and by her

cries drew all her neighbours about her. The mournful preparations

for a funeral gave them to underftand the caufe of her lamentations ;

the priefts were deceived as well as others. One of them conducted

the funeral proceflion a-crofs the fuburbs, into a church-yard without

the city, by the king of Navarre's permilhon. The ceremonies over,

and the night being come, fome perlons ported by this woman near the

grave, came to take up the dead animal, and cany it into the city ;

but they were perceived by fome foldiers, who driving them from

thence, difcovered the truth, and feized the prey. One may eaiily

imagine the fecret was not well kept; it was known all over the city:

a prieft, to whom this woman, prelt with remorfe of confeience, had

revealed it, published the adventure every where.

Vol. I. O The
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The king of Navarre leaving the lord of La-Boulaye governor in

this place; went to take the abbey of Maillezais, the lituation of which
he found fo advantageous, that he refolved to make it a regular fortrefs,

and ordered me to draw a plan of it. Davailles, a relation of La-

Boulaye, was appointed to guard it. His troops took Mauleon like-

k es the

'w^"e» and afterwards the caftle of La-Garnache ; from whence mon-

Lower fieur de Genevois * drove his own mother. She retired to Beauvois,

Poitou. a little city upon the fea-fide, whither her fon frill purfued her, but

fallingthis time into her hands, fhein her turn made him prifoner of war.

I was not prefent at either of thefe fieges ; the melancholy news

I received from Rofhy obliged me to go thither. During my ftay at

St. Maur, I obtained a protection for my caftle and eftate of Roiny,

together with necefTary paffports for going thither when I pleafed.

It was this liberty that made me eafy with regard to my wife, at a

time when all forts of outrages againft the proteftants were allowed.

1 learnt that this town was at that time almoft wholly depopulated by

the plague : my wife had loft the greater! part of her domeftics, and

fear having obliged her to fly into the neighbouring forefts, fhe had
pafied two days and nights in her coach, and had afterwards taken

refuge in the caftle of Huet, belonging to madame de Compagnac, my
aunt. Herjoy, when fhe knew I was fo near her, gave way to her fears

of the danger I incurred by coming amongft perlons infected with the

plague; and thinking to force me to return, fhe ordered the gates to be

ihut upon me. She had too much occaiion for affiftance and confolation

to be abandoned in that condition ; I entered, notwithstanding her refift-

anee, and ftaid a month in this houie, having only two gentlemen,

and as many domeftics, with me : breathing the air of the country in

freedom, for the report of the plague kept all troublefome vifitors from

my houfe. I was not wholly ufelefs to the king of Navarre all this

time ; my wood-merchant ftill owed me twenty-four thoufand livres,

and I preft for the payment of it. The perfecution that was declared a-

* D'Aul>igiu'explainsthisbetter,vol.III. " nache, by means of a correfpondence

b. i. c. x. ' The lady of La-Garnache, " he held with the domeftics. He made
" fays he, filler to the duke of Rohan, " the fame attempt upon Beauvois, but
" held the city of La-Garnache, and the " he was taken piilbner by his mother.
" caftle of Beauvois upon the fea in neu- " The refult of all which was, that the
" trality. Her fon, called prince of Ge- " king of Navarre interefting himfelfin
" nevois, by his mother's marriage with " procuring his liberty, obtained it, and
" the duke of Nemours, feized La-Gar- " by the fame means the place."

gainft
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gainft the protectants, put me entirely in their power; and the fear 1586.

leff this money, together with all my eltates, lhould be confiscated *——y-—'

lor the ufe of the league, obliged me to be contented with ten thou-

land livres.

As foon as the contagion ceafed, I carried my wife back to Rofny,

after having taken tbc necclfary precautions to purify the houfe; and

left her at the report, that the duke of Joyeu ie, whofe march had hi-

therto been How, and his operations very inconfiderable, was advanc-

ing haitily, to drive the king of Navarre from Poitou. This prince

had juif then been repulfed before Niort and Parthenai; and finding it

impolfible to keep all his fortrefles againrt forces lb fuperior to his, he

caufed the greatell part of them to be raled and difmantled, and pre- All thefe

ferved only Fontenai, Talmont, Maillezais, .and St. Maixant. He af- places are in

terwards retreated to Rochelle, where I found him.

The treaty of alliance between the two kings, which was men-
tioned above, teeming to promile a more favourable event, the reader

is, no doubt, impatient to know the fuccefs. All was already over; in

one moment the whole defign was overthrown. This proceeding of the

court was certainly very uncommon, and will appear a myftery ablb-

lutely incotnprehenfible to thofc who know not what changes, a prince

who delivers himfclf up to irrelblution, idleneis, and timidity, is ca-

pable of afTuming in affairs of ltate: nothing is more dangerous than a

mind thus fluctuating and undetermined. In difficult lituations, all

things ought to be fruited to chance, nor ought it to be wholly ne-

glected; but after having fixed on a particular defign, every ftep that

leads to it, ought to be regulated by wife and cool reflections. A ne-

ceflary peace cannot be too earneftly delued, nor concluded too foon;

but in critical circumltances nothing ought to be more carefully avoid-

ed, than keeping the people's mind in fufpenfe, between peace and

war. It was not by maxims like thefe that Catherine's counfellors

conducted themfclvcs; if they formed any refolution, it laffed but a

moment, never held out to the end; and lb timoroully was it made,

that it afforded even but a very imperfect: remedy for the prêtent evil.

The fault of minds taken up in little trifling intrigues, and in general,

of all thole that have more vivacity than judgment, is to reprctent to

thcmfclves things that are near, in inch a manner, as to be dazzled by

them; and fee tholé at a diftance through a cloud: a few moments or

days make up their futurity.

O 2 To
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1586. To this fault of never being able to relblve upon any thing, the
~~v^—' kin::, or rather the queen-mother, added another lHll greater *. This

was the uic of I know not what kind of little arretted diffimulation,

or to fay better, a wretched ltudy of hypocrify and deceit, without

which the imagined her politics could not fubfift: the firfr. of thefe er-

rors concealed from us the misfortune with which we were threatened,

and the laft tied the hands of thofe who might have affiled us to pre-

vent it. What could we expect but to be ruined by it fooner or later?

Thus it happened to Henry III. through his want of refolution to make
ufe of the remedy that was offered him, by joining his troops with,

thofe of the king of Navarre; by which means he might crufh the

enemies of his authority: he neglected to profecute this defign, and
the confequence was, that he faw himfelf reduced to an extremity

which might have been as fatal to the royal name as fhameful to the

memory of this prince.

Catherine had recourfe to her ufual artifices, and thought fhe

performed a great deal, becaufe fhe endured the fatigue of a long jour-

ney: (he went into Poitou, and had feveral conferences with the king

of Navarre
-f-

at Coignac, Saint Brix, and Saint Maixant. Sometimes

fhe endeavoured to allure him, at other times to intimidate him with

the fight of the confiderable forces that were going to pour upon him,

and whofe efforts, fhe told him, fhe had hitherto fufpended. In a

word, flie forgot nothing which (he thought might induce him to

change his religion. This, however, is certain, that it was not with-

out regret flie faw the league in a condition to opprefs the king of

Navarre, becaufe it was not her intereft that his ruin fliould be ac-

* It has been afTerted, that the intereft " ture here for me." Vol. I. book viii. p.

of the true relig'on h^d no part in the po- 518. This interview was at St. Croix
Iitics of this queen. Witnefs thefe words the 25th of September, " He was hunt-
which fhe; was heard to fay, when (he " ing one day at Saint Brix, and wanting

, thought the battle of Dreux was loft, " to fhew that his horfe was more lively

" Well ! we muft pray to God then in " than two very fine ones belonging to
" French." " Belliévre, a herd of pigs behind a hedge

t The queen afking him what he " frighted his horfe, who threw him up-

would have ? he replied, looking at the •* on the earth, where he lay fenfetefs,

young ladies fhe had brought with her, " bleeding at the nofe and mouth. They
" There is nothing here, madam, that " carried him like one dead to the caftle.

" I would have." Perefixe's hiftory of " However, two or three days after he
Henry the Great. Matthieu adds, that " difappeared." Mem. of Nevers, vol. II.

Catherine preffing him to make fome over- p. 588.

ture, " Madam, (aid he, there is no ovcr-

com-
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complifhed by that means. But what fecurity did ihe give this prince,

by the rafh and unleaibnable meafures fhe wanted to engage him in ?
*

Had he not realbn to believe, that the propofal (he was conftantly

making him to change his religion, was, at the bottom, but an art-

ful lhare to deprive him of all affiftance from the prctcftants, to make

him countermand the troops that he expeded from Germany, to draw

him to court, to ruin him, and, after him, all his adherents ? I had

particular proofs that juftified thefe apprehenfions; for thofe confer-

ences at which I was prefent with the king, not affording me the

means of clearing my doubts, I held private ones,, by his orders, with

the ladies d'Uzes, and de Sauves, who were better acquainted with

Catherine's inclinations than any other perlons, and by whom I was

loved with fo much tendernefs, that they always tailed me their fon;

In order to come to the knowledge of their real fentiments, I pre-

tended to be well convinced of what indeed I only fufpe&ed, and

complained that the queen-mother made ufe of all her endeavours to

facririce the king of Navarre to the league. Thefe two ladies confefTed

to me in confidence, that they believed religion ferved Catherine only

for a pretence, and that affairs were in fuch a ftste, that the king of

Navarre could no otherwiie extricate himfelf from his difficulties, but

by the force of his arms. They protelled to me afterwards, that they

faw with grief the bad difpoiitions of the council towards this prince.

Thefe words I have always believed to be lincere, although fpoke in

a court where, next to gallantry, nothing was fo much cultivated as

falfhood.

Whatever were the queen-mother's * intentions, fhe returned

without obtaining anything; and Joyeufe with an army took her'

place. The conduct of an army entrufted to Joyeufe was a fécond

myftery : Was it to mortify the heads of the league, who had better

pretenlions to this command than him, or to ruin them entirely, if

the new general had fucceeded ? Was it, on the contrary, the difcovery

of his connections with the league, that induced the king to give him
a pod, wherein he was afîured this ungrateful man would perilh, or at

leall mifcarry ? Or was it only to remove a favourite from his pre-

* " After a Ion? converfation, the " hinders you from deeping in your bed,
" queen-mother afking him if the trouble " it is you that prevents me from rcfting

" fhe had been at was to produce no other " in mine; the trouble you give yourfeff
" fruit, fhe who loved nothing fo much " pleafes, and nourifhes you; peace is

" as peace; he anfwered, Madam, I am " the greateft enemy of your life." Pe-
" not the caufe of it; it is not I who refixc, part i.

fence,.
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1587. fence, who had now a rival in his affections; for it is often a mere
<.^~v-nLj trifle, that produces effects which are always attributed to the moft

folid caufes: but was it not rather to enhance the luftre of his favour

by an employment fo diftinguithed? Such was the fpirit of the court,

that conjectures, the moil: oppofite, were fupported by equal probabi-

lities. What feenis, however, to determine in favour of the laft fup-

pofition, is, that the army which Joyeufe commanded was compofed
of the belt forces in the kingdom, was filled with the flower of the no-
bility, and plentifully provided with whatever could contribute towards
rendering it victorious.

The king ofNavarre employed himfelfchiefly in putting Saint Maix-
ant in a condition of defence; he went thither with fo much hafte and
precipitation, that finking under his watching and fatigue, he was
obliged, in his return to Rochelle, to throw himfelf into a waggon
drawn by oxen, where he flept as in a bed. To prevent the provi-

fion with which he had ftored Saint Maixant from being conlumed,
he ordered the two regiments of Charbonnières, and des Bories, which

CabndPre- had been appointed to defend it, to be polled at La Motte Sainte-

bonnieres.
" ^loi, an(* there to expect the enemy's arrival. All thefe precautions

could not prevent the reduction of this laft place, and its caftle, nor
that of Saint Maixant, Maillezais, and many others, any more than

the defeat of lèverai companies, amongft others that belonged to Def-
pueilles, which was beat almoft within fight of Rochelle. The cruel

behaviour of the conquerors made thefe misfortunes ftill more affect-

ing; all we could do in revenge, was to fall upon the waggons and
the ftragglers, during the marches of this army.

One day, as the duke of Joyeufe led his army back again from
Saintes to Niort, I ported myfelf with fifty horfe in theforeft of Benon,
near the great road, to wait for an opportunity of linking fome blow.

A foldier whom I had directed to climb up a tree, to oblerve the order

and motion of the enemy's army, told us, that he law a detachment
advancing fome paces before the firft battalions. Thofe who accompa-
nied me were for falling upon this detachment, which they fuppofed

it would not be difficult to fubdue, before any affiftance could come
up toit. I did not relifh this propofal. I remembered a maxim of
the king of Navarre's, that to attack a party when the whole army
was near, fcldom fucceeded; and I ici trained the ardour of my troop,

who burned with an eager délire to come to blows with them. We
faw this detachment pals by, and afterwards the whole army, the

batta-
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battalions of which we could eafily count. The lait ranks marched 1587.

ib clofe, that I was of opinion there was nothing to be done ; but as *—""V—J

we were ready to make our retreat, the centinel informed us, that he

law two {mall lquadrons of fifty or iixty horfe each, that marched at

a ureat dilcance from each other. I would have fuffered the hrlr to

pais by, but it was impofîible now to reflrain the impetuofity of the

foldiers ; we fell upon the fuir with ilich fury, that we left twelve

or fifteen dead upon the place, took as many prilbners, and the reft

laved themièlves by flight. But how greatly was I mortified that I

had not followed my own opinion, when 1 found the fécond troop

was compofed of fifty of the principal officers of the catholic army,

with the duke of Joyeufe himlelf at their head, he having flopped at

Surgeres, to refreih himlelf with a collation there. When I gave the A town in

king of Navarre an account of this action, he told me finding, that he the country

perceived I was willing to (pare the duke's fquadron, on account of

my two brothers who were with him. One of them having an inclina-

tion to fee Rochelle, I obtained a paflport for him, and conducted him
every where. I went to Niort foon after, where the enemy's army

lav, to agcee upon terms of a combat that had been propofed between

the Albanois of captain Mercure's company, and a like number of

Scots under the command of Ouïmes ; but the duke of Joyeufe would

not permit it to be executed.

I found this general gloomy and difcontented, and gueffed lb

trulv the caufe of his unealinefs, that when he told me he mould foon

let out for Montrefor, I replied without hefitation, that he could go in Tou-

very eaiilv from thence to the court. At thefe words he turned to- raine.

wards mv brother, as acculing him of having revealed what had paffed.

Though he knew that there was nothing in it, he imagined his dis-

grace was certain, fince the report of it had already reached Rochelle ;

and it was this, I believe, that confirmed him in his refolution to go

and deilroy, by his prelence, the cabals of his enemies. However, he

concealed his fentiments, and coldly anfwered, that I fuffered myfelf

to be deceived by my too great difcernment; and endeavoured to per-

fuade me, that he had no intentions of returning to Paris : but I was
ib well allured of the contrary, that I went back immediately to the

king of Navarre, to concert with him proper meafures for drawing

fome advantage from an abfence which would leave the catholic army
without leaders; for I did not doubt but many of the general officers

would take this journey likewife : in effect, Joyeufe was no fooner let

out,
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1587. out, than his whole army, already badly difciplincd, lived without or-
v*.»-v-*J der ancj obedience.

The king of Navarre, who had fecretly affembled twelve hundred

men, which he had drawn out of his garrifons, fell fo feaibnably

upon the companies of Vic, of Bdlemaniere, the marquis of Ref-

nel, Ronfey, and Pienne, and even upon that of the duke of Joyeufe,

that finding part of them in bed, and part at the table, he cut them
all in pieces. He oftener than orxe alarmed the whole army, which
was now under the command of Lavardin. He followed it to la Haye

Upon the in Touraine, and found means to keep it, as it were, befieged during

PoitoiT

°f
*°ur or ^ve ^ays * ^ on^ occau°n ne had had forces lufficient to

have enabled him to keep his poft longer, it is my opinion, that hun-

ger would have delivered the whole army into his power, the fol-

diers fpreading themfelves over the villages, and neglecting their fafety

to get provifions. - We pafled the river, and furprized them every

moment.

During this fhort fpace of time, we killed and took above fix hun-
dred men. With fix horfe only, I went into a village full of foldiers;

they were fo accuftomed to be beaten, that I ordered the arms of thofe

who were at the tables, and upon the beds, to be feized, and their

matches to be put out, without their offering to repulfè us, although

they were forty in number. I brought them to the king of Navarre,

and they enlifted in his troops.

The count of SoifTons *, who was difcontented with the court, had
long given the king of Navarre hopes, that he would come over to his

party, and this prince neglected nothing that could keep him in this

favourable difpolition. The negligence of the catholic army afforded

them both the opportunity they waited for. The count ofSoilTons

took the road towards the Loire, and the king of Navarre fent all his

troops to Rollers to facilitate this prince's paffage over the river. They
ferved him likewife to feize the baggage of the duke de Mercceur;

the great convoy that efcorted it, was attacked fo fuddenly near a

bank, that they furrendered without flriking a blow, and the baggage,

which was extremely rich, was entirely pillaged. My part of the

* Charles of Bourbon, fourth fon of the young cardinal, Charles of Bourbon,
Lewis I. prince of Condé, who was flain but by another mother, Frances d'Orléans
at Jarnac, and brother to Henry I. prince de Longueville.

of Condé, of Francis, prince of Conti, and

2 booty
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booty amounted to two thoufand crowns. My brothers were no

longer in this army ; I had obtained a paffport for them to leave

la Haye.

This fervice was repaid by another of the fame kind; they pro-

cured me a paffport for Paris, whither a preffing occafion called me.

At this time the pcrfecution againft the protectants was at its height.

On which fide foever they turned, inevitable ruin awaited them : in

the villages, where every one became a foldier, in order to pillage,

their houfes could not fecure them from the fury of their perfecutors ;

and in Paris, and other great cities, they were expofed to rigorous

fearches, which the zeal of religion inipired, and the defire of being

enriched by their fpoils made but too feverely executed. Princes

will often fee themiclves fubjecled to misfortunes like thefe, while

they know not how far their rights * and duties with regard to reli-

gion extend. They cannot punilh with too much feverity, a crime

by which nature, fociety, or the laws, are wounded. A religion that

is capable of authorizing fuch actions, becomes neceffarily the objeel

of all the rigour of their juftice ; and then only is religion fubjedted to

the power of crowned heads j but their jurifdidtion does not extend

over conferences, in that precept that regards our love of God, the

différent comments of which form the difference of religions. The
fovereign Lord of all referves to himfelf whatever relates to fpecula-

tion, and leaves to princes all that tends to deftroy the common prac-

tice of it. Ignorance, or contempt of this maxim, was the caufe of

great mifery to the proteflants : thole whofe eftates were large enough

* 'Tis true, it never has been demon- filence them when they arc begun. After
ftrateJ, that religion obliges fovereigns to the cûnfeffion moniteur de Sully fo often

perfecute thofe who make profeflion of makes in his Memoirs of that fpirit of re-

another faith, but thi.s does not hinder the volt, and independence, which conduct-
maxims which the duke of Sully cltablifhes ed all the fteps of the calvinift party in

here from being very dangerous, in that France, it is ftrange he is not fenfiblc that,

they feem to difcharge kings from that in- according to his own maxims, this body
difpe niable obligation they are under to deferved to fuffer all the rigour of the law,
preferve the true religion; an obligation This place, in my opinion, fufficiently

which includes that or making the wor- juitiries what 1 have faid in the preface to

fhip, and all the exterior practices of it, this work, that it is more proper to relate

to be exactly obferved; which is equally all the author's fentiments in theology,
conformable to the principles of a wile than to fupprefs them. It is not poflible

i ; a fatal ex- to understand hij meaning here upon the*

ng but too well (hewn, that fubject of charity. Obfcurity is generally

more neceflary to prevent all a proof of faite principles, and weak rea-

upon matters of religion, than to I

L. I. P to
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to admit of their living in Paris, chofe that as the leaft dangerous way,

becaufe of the eafe with which they could keep themlelves unknown
in a city fo full of tumult and confulion.

My wife had retired thither fome time, having ufed the precau-

tion to take a borrowed name ; to her was added, befides the com-
mon misfortunes, that of being far advanced in her pregnancy, during

which fhe wanted all kinds of conveniencies. When I fuppofed

fhe drew near her time, the apprehenfions of what might happen to

her in this condition, made me refolve to take a journey to Paris. I

found her juif, delivered of a fon, to whom I gave for godfather the

lord of Rueres, then a prifoner in the goal of the parliament, and the

child was carried from the baptifmal font to church, by a citizen na-

med Chaufaille and his wife ; for the proteftants did not ceafe to meet
in churches, and hold aflemblies, notwithstanding the fevere infor-

mations that were made againft them. At this very time, lèverai wo-
men were burnt upon that occafion ; the dangers I ran myfelf were
extremely great, and I avoided them only by not being known, which
was indeed an amazing inftance of good fortune.

At laft the number of fpies increasing in all parts of the city, the

fearch was fo diligent that nothing could efcape. I did not think it

pomble to flay any longer in Paris, without expofing myfelf to evi-

dent danger. I left it therefore alone, and in dilguife, and fled to

Villepreux ; and from thence I took a bye-road to Rofny.

The duke of Joyeufe had been received in Paris with praifes and

acclamations, which ought to have made him blufh in fecret for not

having deferved them. They did not, however, hinder him from
being feniibly affected with the defeat of his army, of which he was
foon informed. He endeavoured by all pofTible means to make fatis-

faclion for this lofs, which in the dilpofition the king was in with re-

gard to him, was not a difficult talk. His arrival had difconcerted

all the fecret practices of his enemies, and his favour * with Henry
was rifen to fuch a height, that lie could refufe him nothing. All

the courtiers attached themfelves to him, and he fet out again for

" * In his embafl'y to Rome, he was " anti-chamber, he exeufed himfelf by
" treated as the king's brother: he had " refigning up to them a hundred thou-
" a heart worthy of his great fortune. " fand crowns which the king hadjuffc
*' One day having made the two fecreta- " given him." Notes upon the Hen-
" ries of fhitc wait too long in the king's riade.

Guyenne
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Guyenne with the flower of the French nobility, while feveral other 1587.

bodies of troops, taking feparate ways, allembled at the rendezvous <—"v—

-

J

he had appointed for them.

These different marches of the troops made the roads fo dan-

gerous, that I found no other means of returning to Rochelle, but by

altering the date of my palfport, which was expired. By this little

fraud I got fafe to the king of Navarre, whom I found employed in

taking meafures to prevent the dreadful ftorm he faw ready to burft

upon him. He drew together all the foldiers he could find in Poitou,

Anjou, Touraine, and Berry, and fent orders to the prince of Condé,

the count of Soilïbns, mefheurs de Turenne, de la Trémouille, and

Rochefoucault, to join him with all the forces they had : yet, with all

thefe lupplies, his troops were greatly inferior to thofe of the duke of

Joyeufe. They only ferved to put him in a condition of open-

ing a way through Guyenne, Languedoc, and the Lyonnois, towards

the fource of the Loire, where he depended upon meeting the Ger-

man auxiliaries. He made ufe of all his endeavours to accomplifh

this junction, before the troops of Joyeufe were all joined. This

prince, therefore, advanced with his army towards Montlieu, Mont-
guyon, and la Roche-Chalais *, but always clofely followed and

watched by the enemy's general, who having penetrated into his deflgn,

thought he ought not to wait for the arrival of the maréchal de Matig-

non, nor of feveral other regiments that were coming to join him, left

he fliould lofe an opportunity, which he might never be able to re-

cover. His forces were already fo much fuperior to the king of Na-
varre's, that this relblution could not be accufed of ralhnefs and te-

merity; and the king, who never hazarded a dangerous action, but

when obliged to it by neceffity, inftead of feeking the battle, thought of

nothing but how to get the river between them, that he might purfue

his march without oppofition, and gain the Dordogne, upon which he
had feveral ftrong forts which might ftop the enemy's purfuit.

With thefe difpofitions on both fides, the king of Navarre ar-

rived at the pafs of Chalais and Aubeterre. It was of great im-
portance to him to gain Coutras

-f-,
a poll: that might favour this paf-

iage, and no lefs to Joyeufe to hinder it. He fent Lavardin to

* Cities upon the borders of Saintonge. f Coutras, a city of Guyenne, upon the

of Guyenne, and Perigord, as were Cha- borders alfoof Perigord, at the confluence

lais, and Aubeterre. of the rivers of Lille and Droume.

P 2 pofTefs
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pofTefs himfelf of it ; but la Trémouille, being more diligent, prevented

him, and maintained himfelf in it, after a very fharp fkirrnifh. The
king of Navarre refolved to take advantage of this poil to attempt the

pafs, and marched thither in the night, referving to himfelf the care of

conducting the troops over, and left that of the baggage, particularly

the artillery, to Clermont, Bois-du-Lys, Mignonville, and me. As it

was neceflary to make ufe of all pofîible difpatch, we fet ourfelves to

work immediately, having the water up to our knees. One half was

already got to the other fide of the river, when the fcouts, whom the

king of Navarre had fent during the night to make difcoveries, re-

turned with fome prifoners they had taken, and informed us, that

Joyeufe having refolved to force the king of Navarre to a battle, had

marched all night, and would be up with him at furtheft by feven or

tight o'clock in the morning. This intelligence convinced the king

that our labour was not only ufelefs, but extremely dangerous, be-

caufe if found by the enemy employed in palling the river, that part

of his troops which fhould remain on this fide of it muft be inevit-

ably defeated, as it could receive no afTiftance from the troops on the

other. Thole who had already got over, were ordered to return imme-
diately. Our labour was now redoubled, and to add to it, we loft

Mignonville *, for whom the king had occafion. Although we were

extremely weakened by the fatigue we had fuffered, yet that did not

hinder the king from pointing out to us an eminence, upon which he
exprelîed a with that his artillery could have been placed, but durft

not hope that we fhould have time to gain it. In effect, we already

difcovered the enemy's van. Luckily Joyeufe, who without doubt was
not fufficiently acquainted with the ground, or fuffered himfelf to be

too far tranfported by his ardour, had given orders for fixing his ar-

tillery in a place fo low, that afterwards finding it would be ufelefs,

he caufed it to be removed, and by that means gave us leifure to place

our own. It muft be confeffed, that this general, by fome means or

other, drew but little advantage from his artillery, and that this was
one of the chief caufes of his lofing the battle. This thews, that

there is nothing more neceflary for the general of an army, than an

exact and piercing fight, which lhortens diftances, and prevents confu-

fion. I never knew a general that poffeffed this quality in an equal

degree with the king of Navarre -\.

* Mignonville, who was flain foon after fuch were Montgomery, Bcllezuns, Mon-
beforeNonancour, when Henry IV. ftonn- taufier, Vaudoré, il Ag jx, Favas,

ed that city. He was maréchal de camp, whom the hiftorians, in rel ting this battle,

and an excellent officer. Henry had a have mentioned with honour.

great number of fubaltern officers of un- f Le Grain makes him pronounce this

common merit and abilities in his armv ; military harangue to his lbldiers, " My
The
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The * battle was already begun, before our artillery, which con-

fifted only of three pieces of cannon, was fixed, and we had foon oc-

calion for it. The troops in monfieur de Turenne's quarter behaved

very ill ; that of la Trémouille was forced the firft. {hock, which was

beginning to throw the whole army into diforder. The catholics cried

out victory; and indeed they wanted but little of being victorious;

but at the fame moment our artillery began to play, and fo terrible

•f-
was the fire, that every dilcharge carried away twelve, fifteen, and

fometimes five and twenty men. It put a ffop immediately to the

impetuoiity of the enemies, and reduced them to fuch an extremity,

that feeking to avoid the fire, they difperfed, and offered only a dif-

orderly and ill-fuftained body to the efforts of the king of Navarre, the

prince of Condé, and the count of Soilfons, who fcoured the field at

the head of three fquadrons. Thefe three princes ^ performed pro-

digies of valour in this battle; they overthrew all that oppofed them,

and ftriding over the bodies of the dead to meet new dangers, their

arms were all batter'd with blows. The ffice of things was changed

in an inftant, and the death of the catholic general
|j
gave the prote-

ltants a complete victory.

" friends, behold here a prey much more
" confiderable than any of your former
" booties; it is a bridegroom, who has
''

(till the nuptial portion in his pocket,
" and all the chief courtiers with him."

Dec. of Henry the Great, book iv.

* It began the 20th of October, at nine

o'clock in the morning, and was ended at

ten. The victory was complete, five thou-

fand of the enemy were left dead upon the

flace, and five hundred taken prifoners.

n t ie king of Navarre's army, there were
but very few foldiers flain, and not one
prifoner of diftincTiion. De Thou, book
lxxxvii. Mem. of du Plcflis, book i.

DAubigne, vol. III. book i. .Matthieu,

vol.1, book viii. p. 533. Father Daniel,
in his hiitory of France, vol. IX. 4to. gives

Icription of the battle of Cou-
tras. I could have wifhed to have tran-

fciibed the whole article here.

" t The firft fire of the artillery, fays
•' le Grain, carri-d off feven captains of

jiment ofPiv.-ird
; , the btft and

" mod warlike in the duke's army.''

Book iv.

" % All I fhall fay to you," faid the

king of Navarre to them " is, that you
" are of the houfe ofBourbon, and, pleafe

" God, I will fhew you, that I am your
" eldelt brother."

His valour was that day far fuperior to

all the others. He wore a plume of white

feathers on his helmet, to make himfelf

remarkable. Some of his friends throwing

themfelves before him, to defend and cover

his perfon, he cried, " Give me room, I

" befeech vou; you ftifle me; I would
" be lien."' He ibrced the firft ranks of

the enemy, took c veral prii ners with his

own ha-iu, and collared an officer named
Chateau Regnard, cornet of a company
of foot, laying, Yield thee, Philiftine.

Percfixe, ibid.

||
Slain in cold blood, by la Mot! St.

Henry; others fay, by two captains of foe t,

named Bordeaux, and Defcentiers.

As
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587. As foon as I beheld the enemy fly, I abandoned the cannon, which
—V"-—' were now ufelefs, and mounting a horfe which Bois-breuil kept ready

for me behind the artillery, I flew to learn tidings of my brothers,

and I had the confutation to hear, that neither of them had been in

the battle. I met the king of Navarre bufy in dilperfing * the fugi-

tives, and completing his victory, which he did, not thinking him-
felf fecure while there remained any to oppofe him. The bodies of

Joyeufe and St. Sauveur -b his brother, were drawn from beneath a

heap of carcafes, and laid upon a table in the hall of the caille of

Coutras, and a coarfe meet thrown over them ^.

* Some perfons feeing the fugitives halt,

came and told him, that the maréchal de

Matignon's army was in fight : he received

thole tidings as a new fubje£t of glory, and
turning courageoufly to his men, Let us

go, my friends, faid he: two battles in

one day, is what has never before been
feen. Perefixe, ibid.

t Claude de Joyeufe, the youngeft of

feven fons of William duke of Joyeufe.

X The following is an anecdote, the

truth of which I cannot anfwer for. How-
ever, the reader may not be difpleafed to

fee it here; I met with it in the Memoirs
of Amelot de la Houffaye, vol. II. p. 443.
who relates it as drawn from the hiflory

of the lords of Enghien, by Colins. This
author fpeaks thus, " The king of Na-
" varre gained the victory, to the great
" fatisfaction of the king of France, who

" fecretly correfponded with the viclori-

" ous army, through the faithful interpo-

" fition of the marquis of Rofny, of the

" houfe of Bethune, now duke of Sully,

" who remained unknown at Paris."

This author feems to have been acquaint-

ed with the duke of Sully's fecret negotia-

tions with Henry III. already mentioned;

but he is miftaken in this, that thefe ne-

gotiations produced no effecT:, fince the

duke of Joyeufe was frill highly favoured

by this prince, at leaft if we may believe

monfieur de Sully, who ought to know
better than any other: And that Sully

could not be at Paris, becaufe he was at

the battle; and that even the laft journey

he took there, fome time before, had no
other motive than the defire of feeing and

aflifting his wife.

MEMOIRS
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THAT the proteftant party might have derived great advantages 1587.
from the victory of Coutras, and that they did not, is equally «—-y—

true. I am fincere enough to confefs, that the king of Navarre did

not, upon this occafion, do all he might with a victorious army, and
mafter of the field : if he had advanced to meet the foreign auxili-

aries, nothing could have prevented their junction ; and, after a ftroke

fo important, his party would have at leaft been equal to the catho-

lics. Tis certain, that the true value of a moment is never known,
the wifeft are deceived *. The ambitious defigns, and felf-interefted

views of the lèverai leaders in the victorious army, fnatched from the

king of Navarre the fruits of his victory ; but this is a truth few peo-

ple are acquainted with.

The prince of Condc being feduced by the advice of Trémouille,

thought the time was now come, when he could execute the bold

* Our beft hiftorians agree in thefe two D'Aubigné is almoft the only perfon who
things, that the king of Navarre knew not exculpates this prince's officers, and
how to take advantage of his victory, and the blame wholly upon him. Vol. Ill,

that he did not do all he might have done. b. i. c. xv.

fcheme
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587. fcheme he had long before meditated, which was to difmember the
^vi—-

' crown of France of Anjou, Poitou, the countries of Aunis, Saintonge,

and Angoumois, to compofe of them an independent fovereignty.

With this view, he haftily withdrew the troops he had brought to the

general army, and turned all his thoughts to the reduction of Saintes

and Brouage, which he flattered himfelf he fhould be mafter of at the

firft alarm ; and that afterwards, nothing would be able to oppofe him.

So true it is, that ambition refembles that bird in the fable, who has a

flrong wing, and an infatiable hunger *.

* The duke of Sully does not agree

here with d'Aubigné, du Pleffis Mornay,
and the author of the life of the duke of
Bouillon; it is probable he had better

memoirs than them all, with regard to the

defign he attributes to the prince and the

duke on this occafion; but I am afraid,

there was fome prejudice and paflion on his

fide. In my opinion, monfieur de Thou
is better able than any other perfon to de-
cide this queftion : fpeaking of the confe-

quences of the battle of Coutras, he fays,

that a council being aflembled to deliberate

upon what meafures were neceffary to be
taken, the prince of Condé propofed, that

they fhould go to meet the foreign troops
along the fide of the Loire, and fecure

them a pailage over this river, by feiz-

ing Saumur; that this advice was riot fol-

lowed, for reafons which he relates, and
which are very bad; and it was agreed
only, that the prince of Condé fhould go,

with what troops they could fpare him,
to join to the German army towards the
fource of the Loire, taking his way thro'

the -heart of Angoumois and Limofin.
That the king of Navarre, on his fide, fee-

ing himfelf abandoned by the greateft part
of the nobility of Poitou and Saintonge,
marched towards St. Foi in Agenois, from
whence he took the rout to Pau, leaving

the conduct of his little army to the vil-

count cle Turenne; who not willing to let

the (bldiersbe idle, befieged Sarlat in Peri-

gord, defigning at lead: to lay it under con-
tribution, if he could not take it. This is

what de Thou fays, to which may be ad-
ded, a very important circumflance, and
at the fame time a very true one, fince nei-

ther the duke of Bouillon, nor his apolo-

gifts, could contradict it: which is, that it

was the vilcount himfelf who rejected the

prince of Conde's prudent advice. From
all this it follows, that the prince of Conde
was not guilty of what he is here accufed

of, which is further confirmed by d'Au-
bigné, who adds, that it was upon a pro-

mile the king of Navarre made him to join

him foon, that he advanced to Angou-
mois, where he waited a long time to no
purpofe. The prince, however, is not

cleared of having had Iikewife views of in-

dependence, of which no hiftorian doubts.

Although the vilcount Turenne appears

to have aéted upon this occafion in conie-

quence of the refolution of a general coun-

cil
;
yet, in my opinion, we are not the lei's

authorized to think diladvantageoully of

him. It is bad reafoning in Marfolier to

grant on one fide, that he was inftigated

by his ambition to wicked defigns, and on
the other fide to complain, that thofe de-

figns are fuppofed the motives of his con-

duel. This is to deftroy the idea he would

give us of the duke of Bouillon, as of the

greateft politician of his time. Thefe rafh

judgments are condemned by religion, but

are allowed by the laws of hiftory; and

political conjectures are often reduced to

this foundation alone.

As for what has been faid in the fame

place againft the count of Soiffons, it is,

and will be ftill more fupportcd hereafter

by unanfwerable proofs. De Thou, book
Ixxxvii. Memoirs du Pleffis, book i.

D'Aubigné, vol. III. chap. xv. Marfo-
licr'.s Hiftory of Henry duke of Bouiilon,

vol. I. book iii.

The
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The vifcount Turenne having the fame defigns upon the Limofin,

and Perigord, where he already pofTefied great eftates, purfued the

fame conduct with the prince of Condé ; and obliging all his troops

(which alone compofed one thiid of the army) to follow him, led them

to the liege of Sarlat, foothing them with hopes that this expedition

would enrich even the meanelt foldier. He fully jufHned the proverb,

that great promiiers perform the lead: the cne^k he received before

this little paltry town, ought to have convinced him in time of the

vanity of his pretentions. The vifcount had no one to accule but hitrt-

felf for this misfortune ; as for the king of Navarre, he had a&ed quite

contrary to his advice.

The count of Soiffons concealed his defigns with more art ; however,

it is certain, that hisnew attachment to the king of Navarre was not fin-

cere, and that it was intereft alone which induced him to it. He had

gained the heart of the princefs Catherine, the king's filter, and he was

continually exprefiing to this prince, the earneft délire he had of uniting

himfelf more cloiely to him by marriage ; but this defign concealed an-

other too fhameful for him to fuffer to appear. His pretenfions by

this marriage were, to fubftitute himfelf in the place of the king of

Navarre ; and as he law no probability that this prince, having the

pope, Spain, and the French catholics for his enemies, Ihould ever ac-

complilh his defigns, he depended upon enriching himfelf with his

fpoils, and upon gaining, at lead, the great eftates which make up the

apenage of the houfe of Albret on this fide the Loire. Such being his

intentions, he took care neither to afiift him with his advice, or his

arm, to pufh his laft victory further ; on the contrary, he feized :hat

moment to prefs him fo eavneftly to allow him to go to Beam to vifit

the princefs his lifter, that the king, feeing himfelf in a more deftitute

condition than if he had loft the battle, thought he was obliged, in

gratitude for the afiiftance the count had given him, to grant him this

fatisfaclion. He himfelf was alio dragged thither (and the count was

not ignorant of it) by a paffion which had always been the weaknefs of

this prince. Love called him back to the countefs of Guiche, to lay

at her feet the colours he had taken from the enemy, which he had

caufed to be let apart for that purpofe.

Accordingly they took the road together to Beam. Hap-
pily this unfeafonable journey did not produce all the difadvantages

that might have been reafonably expected from it : it was fo far of ufe

Vol. I. Q_ to
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to the king of Navarre, as to give him a more perfect knowledge of the

perfon on whom he was going to beftow his lifter. The count of Soif-

fons could notfo well difiemble his fentiments, but that the king gueffed

at fome part of them ; and a letter, which he received from Paris, fully

revealed them. By this letter he was informed, that the count of Soif-

fons had taken this flep purely at the inftigation of the eccleiiaftics, who
had fallen upon this ftratagem to deprive him of all his poffe fiions :

that the count h.-.d folemnly fworn to them, as foon as he had married

the princefs, he would bring her witli him to Paris, and abandon for

ever the party of his benefactor, and afterwards concert meafures with
them to finim the reft. The king of Navarre received this letter at his

return from hunting, when he was juft ready to fall into the fnare that

was laid for him; and it gave him an averfion to the count, which no-
thing was ever able to remove. He broke with him, and regretted too

late, that he had abandoned himfelf to his advice.

Ï had not thé mortification of being a witnefs to all thefe refolu-

tions which were taken after the battle of Coutras, and which I mould
in vain have oppofed. Some days before thefe extravagant and fenfe-

lefs fchemes had poffefTed the minds of the principal officers in our

army, the king of Navarre took me afide, in a garden, and afked my
opinion concerning the condition into which this laft action had put

his affairs. I told him, that I thought it neceffary he fhould march
immediately with all his force towards the fource of the Loire, to

receive the foreign fupplies, or, what would anfwer the fame end, to

facilitate their paffage, by taking poffemon of all the. towns on this fide

of the river ; and which, except Poitiers and Angoulême, which he
might leave, feemed not difficult to be won. By this means he
would at leaft fecure to himfelf the fineft and beft provinces, from
whence he could not be driven in a ihort time, nor by very inconiider-

able forces.

The king of Navarre approved of this advice, and appeared re-

Lewis de folved to follow it exactly. He told me, that he had juft lent Mont-
tlarlai, lord

g]at t me foreign army, and that fince he could not go to put him-
ontSlat- felf at the head of it, he ardently wifhed the prince of Conti * would

accept of that charge; having received letters from this prince, in

which he offered to affift him in perfon : and he added that, under

* Frances de Bourbon, prince of Conti, and Eleanora de Roye. He died in 1614,
fécond Con to Lewis I. prince of Coudé, leaving no children by his two marriages.

pretence
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pretence of going to the royal army, the prince of Conti might join the 1 587.

auxiliaries without danger. The king then left to me the care of pre- *— ""V-

vailing upon the prince to take this itep, and recommended to me to

ufe all my endeavours to fecure the fuccefs of it.

I set out from the army, charged only with a letter of three lines,

and fending my equipage to Pons, paifed through Maine ; where I ex-

pected to have found the prince, by means of the acquaintance I had

with the governors of thofe places through which he mult pals. I learnt,

a my arrival, that the prince of Conti let out by himfelf two days be-

and had not {o well concealed his march, but that his intelligence

with he foreigners was fufpecled, which was the caufe that the roads

were h, *d with the detachments which were lent after him; and

therefore I was obliged to take a circuit, in order to join him, and to

pafs by Rofny ; from whence coming to Neaufle, I was there informed

of what had happened. The Germans entering without order, and

without guides, into provinces unknown, flopped by large rivers, har-

raffed continually by the troops of the league, had at length been to-

tally defeated at Anneau * : that the Swifs, to avoid the like misfortune,

had enlifted, to the number of twelve thoufand, in the troops of the'

league : that the king of Navarre was at Beam, his forces unemployed,

and difperfed on all fides.

Tins mournful news flopped my journey, and rendered my
commiiTion ufelefs. Nothing now remained for me to do, but to turn

back to Rofny ; where, while I fecretly deplored the fatal confe-

quences of our bad conduct, I feigned, for my fecurity, to take part in

the public rejoicings, for the defeat at Anneau. I vilited my eltates in

Normandy ; and while I was expecting thofe remedies, which time,

* See a detail of this in de Thou, book they had obeyed this order, the king of

Ixxwii. D'Aubigné, vol. III. book i. Navarre, then returning from ]-J.

Matthieu, vol. I. book viii. p. 537. Chron. would have had time to join them with all

Novenn. vol.1, p. 39. and particularly his troops, and the army would not ha) i

the Memoirs of the league, vol. I. where been defeated. Davila, in his eighth

it is obferved, that at the time this army book, relates the duke of Guile's rep]

was encamped near the river Yonne, the dukeof Maïenne, who was fenfible ol

Montglat came from the king of Navarre, the danger of attacking an enemy lo much
to defirethe commandersof41 would march fuperior in number: " Thole, laid he,

towards the fource of the Loire, where he " that do not care to right, may flay

would put himfelf at their head ; but they " here. What I canm on in

did not think proper to do fo. The leaders " halt' an hour, 1 never refolve on my
were, the barond'Onau, orDona, Guitry, " whole lite."

Clervant, Beauvois la-Nocle, &c. If

Q^_2 md
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1588. and the king of Navarre's return might bring to our calamities, I learnt

J
-- ~~—J that this prii.ce had left Beam, and I went to join him at Bergerac,

DordcAne where the news of the taking of Caftillon confoled him a little, amidft

fo many cauies for affliction. The liege of this place had coft the duke

By means of of Maïenne a million of crowns, and the vifcount Turenne retook it

a ladder of for lefs than two.
cords.

A little time afterwards, we were informed of two accidents

that were likely enough to change the face of affairs ; one was the

death of the prince of Condé *, a death as fudden as tragical: the

impnionment of fome of his chief attendants, and the punilhment of
one of his domeftics

-f-,
who was torn to pieces by four horfes, left no

room to doubt that he died by poifon. The news of the populace
riling | at Paris, and barricading the ltreets, and of the king's depar-Thurfday

May .2.

* Notwithffanding the fecret jealoufy

that fub (led between the prince of Condé
and the king of Navarre, yet the king was
extremely afflicted for his lois, and fhut-

ting himfelf up in his cabinet with the

count of Soiffons, he was heard to fend

forth great cries, and to fay, " That he
" had loi! his right hand." Perefixe, Hiftory

of Henry the great, part I. This prince

was called Henry, and was fon to Lewis of

Bourbon, firft prince of Condé. He had no
children by his firft wife; after whom he
married Charlotte Catherine de la Tre-
mouille, whom at his death he left three

months gone with child. It is a great er-

ror which was fpread among the people,

that Henry of Condé, the twelfth of that

name, was born thirteen months after the

death of his father. He was born the ift

cf September following.

f The name ofthis domeftic was Brillant.

One of his pages was executed in effigy.

The princefs hcrfelf was comprehended in

this accufation. RenéCumont, the lieute-

nant-particulier of St. Jean, commenced a

pxoceis againft her, which was fufpended

on account of the birth of Henry II. prince

of Condé. After fix years imprifonment,

the princefs prefented a petition to the par-

liament of Paris, who brought this affair

before their tribunal, and acquitted Char-
lotte Catherine de la Trémouille of the

crime of wtiich fhe. was accufed. The

prince of Condé died at St. John d'Angely,

March the 5th, 1588, aged thirty-five

years. De Thou, book xc. Moriibt, I

know not upon what authority, fays, that

the death of the prince of Conde might be
occafioned by a wound he received in his

fide, by a lance, at the battle of Coutras.

Henry Magn. cap. xii. p. 27.

% 1 fhall not give a detail of it here, as

it would be too long, and may befiues be
found in a great many other books. It is

fufficient to fay, that Henry III. to prevent

the dangerous defigns of th. league, having
ordered aboutfix thoufand troops, the molt
part Swifs, to enter Paris, and fpreading

them in different quarters of the city, the
people rofe, and being kept together by
fome of the chiefs of the league, fortified

themfelves in the ftreets, repulfed the fol-

diers, difarmed the Swifs, defeated the

king's guards, and carried the barricades

within fifty paces of the Louvre, &c. Hen-
ry III. feeing himfelf ready to be befieged

in the Louvre, and not willing to expofe
himlelf to the violence of an enraged po-
pulace, went out privately by the Tuil-
lcries, and the fuburb Mantmantre, from
whence he got to Chartres. The affair was
afterwards turned into a negotiation, be-
tween the queen-mother, and the duke of
Guife, and the abfolute decifion of it re-

mitted to the {fates of Blois.

I obferve, after d'Aubigne, that it was

ture
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ture from that city, followed foon after, and was fpread every where
by the courier, who was fent with an account of it to the duke of

Epernon. To this abject condition a king faw himfelf reduced, who
neither knew how to prevent, to ftifle, or to divide factions, who
amufed himfelf with conjecturing, when he ought to have acted, who
exerted neither prudence nor fortitude, nor was even acquainted with
the characters of thole whom he commanded, nor thofe that were

very fortunate for Henry III. thathistroops

feized and kept poffeffion of the fuburb St.

Honore, and the back of the Tuilleries ;

and that no one of the league thought of
feizingthefe quarters. Thole who guard-

ed the gate of Neffe, fired at a diftance up-
on the king's troop, and feeing the ferry-

boat of the Tuilleries approach, in which
thev luppofed the king to be, cut the cable.

Chronol. Noven. torn. I.

Henry III. was on his fide guilty of a

much greater fault, in forbidding Grillon,

colonel of the French guards, to tat..; pof-

feffion of thefquareMaubert,and thequar-

ter •: the univerfity, .md by hindering his

foldiers from firing upon the populace ;

who, by a ftcp more firm and feafonable,

miglu have been retained in their duty.

The duke of Guile waited fix wh de days

at Soitlbns, not daring to come to Paris,

contrary to the Icing's orders, which were

fignified to him by Belliévre, in two letters

that he fent him at different times by the

poih They were to blame, as Matthieu
the hiftorian alio obferves, vol. I. book \ iii.

fornot fending thefc lettersbyan exprefs to

the duke of Guile; for the duke imagined,

that he might elude this order, by denying he

had received i\\c U tters, as in effect he did

at the queen's palace, in the prefence of

the king and Belliévre, to whom he pro-

teftei , with tie p oaths, that they were ne-

ver delivered to him. This fault was not

committed thro' negligence, but becaufe

they had not five and twenty crowns to

fpare to pay the courier for his journey.

Iknry III. was advifed by the duke of

Epernon, to lutter his guards to aflallinate

th« duke of Guife as he came to the

Louvre; and this prince, they fay, would
have engaged la Guelle and Villequier in

the defign, but they diuuaded him from it.

It is reported alio, that the fame day,wherein
theftreets were barricaded, Alphonfod'Or-
nano allured him, he would bring him the-

head of the duke of Guile, if he would per-

mit hii i. In a word, it is thought, that the

king did not make life of half the precau-

tion', he might have done, informed as he
was of all the defigns of the league, hav-
ing himfelf narrowly miffed being takenas
he was going to Vincennes ; and had juft

been convinced by what had happened at

the imprifonment of la Morliere, a t. mous
leaguer, that the people only waited for an
opportunity of iniulting him. The king's

council aéted without companion better

in that affair of la Mor iere, than on the-

day of the barricades. Memoirs of the

league, vol. V. Satyr. Menip.
The duke's defign in this enterprize has

given rife to great difputes, which I can-
not here enter into a detail of; in this, as

in all other dubious matters, much lias been
laid pro and con. Thofe who will have it,

that he intended to carry, or lutter ihe

people to carry things to an extremity, to

feize the king's perfon, in a word, to put
the crown upon his own head, fupport

their affertions by fome writings of great

coniequence, to which I am obliged to re-

fer the reader. See the firftvol. of the Me-
moirs of the league, and the vol. marked
8866, in the king's library: the chief of
which are, A letter written to him by the

duchefs of Lorrain, after the victory of

Auneau, in which fhe advifes him to make
ufe of the prefent opportunity to declare

himfelf king, &c. A letter written by the

duke himfelf the next day after the fortifi-

cations in the ftreets of Paris, to the go-

vernor of Orleans, wherein are thefe word*,
" I have vanquifhed the Swifs, cut in

" pieces part of the king's guards, and

neareft
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neareft his perfon. The revolutions which happen in great ftates, are

not produced by chance, or the caprice of the people ; 'tis a weak and
diforderly government that caufes rebellions, for the populace never

rife through a délire of attacking, but an impatience of fuffering.

" hold the Louvre fo clofely inverted, that
" I fhall be able to give a good account of
" thofe that are within. This victory is fo

" great, that it will never be forgot," &c.
Many other letters, in which he mentions
the king very difrefpeclfully, and the princes

of the blood with the utmoft contempt; to

this they add, the difcontem the duke dif-

covered, and the reproaches he made the

queen-mother, for having amufed him with

conferences, while his prey efcaped him.

In fine, the writings that were, fay they,

publifhed by his commands ; wherein was
attempted to be proved, the pretended

right the houfe of Lorrain had to the crown,
not to mention an infinite number of other

pieces, which were indeed but fo many fa-

tirical libels againft Francis duke of Guile,

reproaching him with having attempted to

aflert his chimerical claims upon Anjou
and Provence; and the cardinal his brother,

with endeavouring to make himfelf fove-

reign of Metz, under the protection of the

emperor, a project which the vigilance of
Salcede prevented the execution of; but he
loft his head for it: and for having treated
about religion with the king of Spain, at

the council of Trent, without his matter's

participation. The greateft part of thefe

writings areftill in every body's hands.

For the duke's juftification they biing

thofe arguments made ufe of by himfelf in

a letter, or a fort of manifetto, which he
drew up the fame 'day, being the 13th of

May. He there declares, that the report oi

the king's intention to fill the city with
foreigners, and to fall upon the citizens

with them, was the true caufe of the po-
pulace riling; that, initead of fupporting

them, he had made ufe of his utmoit en-

deavours, till two hours after midnight, to

calm the tumult; that he had pn ;

iiwifs, and prevented the malTacre; that he

had intreated the rebels to refpe£t the royal

authority; and that, far from attemj u 1
; ;

any thing againft the king's perfon, " 1

" might, faid he, have flopped him a
" thoufand times, if I had been inclined
" to dofo,"&c. Add to this, that in treat-

ing with the queen-mother, he required no-
thing but thedeitruction of theproteftants,

and that religion mould be fecured ; and
declared likewife, that itwasnot inhisown
name he treated, but in that of the cardi-

nal of Bourbon, whofe interefts he fup-

ported againlt thofe of the king of Na-
varre, and the other princes of the blood.

I do not finditfufficiently proved againft

the duke of Guile, that his defign was to

place himfelf upon the throne, after the

death of Henry III. and the cardinal of
Bourbon ; and this is very extraordinary.

What ambitious man, and in his place,

could have refilled the fuggeftions of the

pope, the king of Spain, and a great part of

Europe, who all cenfpired for his elevation ?

See the duke of Parma's opinion of this

event, Davila, book ix. " The duke of
" Guife made ihew of doing too much,
" and in reality did too little : he ought
" to have remembered, that whoever
" draws his (word againithis prince, ouçht
' ' to have that inftant thrown away the fcab-
" bard." Sixtus V. when he received the
" news, cried out, "Oh thatprefumptuous

f di ik< -, and that weak king." " The earl

" of Stafford, ambailador from England,
(I relate this anecdote in the words of le

Grain, book iv.) *' being advifed to takea
" lafe-conduct from tile duke of Guife, I

" will have no other fecurity, faid he,
" than the law of nations, and the pro-
" lection of the king to whom I am lent,

" whole fervants and fubjects you and the.

" duke of Guife both are." The firft

prefident de Harlay anivvered the duke of
Guife with the fame fvcmnefe, That in

the king's abfence, he would take his or-

fri m the queen-m
There is onepie<

i Ferent
;
conr

duct ol the league and court il> before and

after the mutiny in Paris, that deferyes to

The
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1588.

The juft refentment that filled the heart of the king of Navarre, for <-"-v-"J

an infult lb cruel, offered to one of his own blood, and which, in fome

degree, reflected a difgrace upon all crowned heads, effaced in a mo-
ment the remembrance of Henry Ill's injurious treatment ofhimielf.

He declared his affliction at it in, his council, who all with one voice

approved of his resolution to aflift and defend the king of France ; and

he felt his fecretary immediately to this prince, to aflure him, that he

might difpofe of his perfon and troops.

The count of Soiffons, whole mind was engrofTed by perpetual chi-

meras, looked upon this event as a ftroke of fortune, which by ridding

him of all his rivals, would give him the chief fway in the council, and

court of Henry III. Changing therefore his battery in an inftant, he

reiblved to go and offer his fervice to this prince ; and to give himfelf

more confequence with him, he fought dependents in the court of the

king of Navarre, and from amongft his mo ft affectionate fervants,

whole fidelity he did not lcruple upon this occafion to tempt. The king

of Navarre, though he was pretty lénfible of all the bafenefs of this con-

duct, diiiembled his fentiments of it ; and reflecting that it would be of

ule to him to have fome perfon with the count of Soiflbns, in whom he

could confide, to svatch all his motions, and ftudy the new fyftem he

purfued at court ; he commanded me to give ear to this prince's dif-

courfe, and to affect a zeal for him that I was very far from feeling.

The count of SoilTons luffered himfelf to be eafily deceived ; he con-

gratulated himfelf for having gained me, and treated me with a diftinc-

tion that did not fail to railè me fome enemies, who envied me the

{hare I poffeffed of his favour. I accompanied him in his journey, after

having received inftructions from the king of Navarre, and concerted

with him thole meafures which his fervice required me to take upon

this occafion.

During our whole journey, the count continually entertained

me with the favour, the magnificence, and the honours that waited

him at court. The king of Navarre, he thought, would not even at-

tempt to rival him : amidft all the ftrokes of vanity, and infupportable

be read, and is entitled, The Verbal Pro- gave good advice in this affair, which was
cefs of Nicolas Poulain, the mayor of never followed. This piece of fecret hii-

Paris, upon the league, from 1585 to tory is to be found in the firft vol. of the

1588. This Nicolas Poulain, who fc- Journal of Henry Ill's reign, p. 132, and

cretly favoured the king's party, often following.

pride
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pride which efcaped him, there mingled, without his perceiving it, a

kind of bitternefs againft the king of Navarre, that fufficiently difco-

vered the hatred and antipathy he bore him. I could neither fubmit to

flatter his inclinations, nor to approve of his ridiculous fchemes ; and all

my anfwer was, that I forefaw the difunion of the royal family, which

had been already the caufe offo many misfortunes, would bring France

at laft under the power of the houfe of Auftria, after it had made them
deftroy each other. A difcourfe more foothing would have been more

to his tafte -, but mine, however, feemed to bear the marks of a fincere

attachment to him, which could not fail of pleafing.

We arrived at Nogent-le-Rotroti, and afterwards at Mante, where
the king of France was. We found him in that reftlefs and unquiet

difpoiition of mind, which a violent refentment occafions, and filled

with confufion for the affront he had lb lately fuffered. Notwithstanding

all this, he was fo incapable oftaking the advantage of the change in his

affairs*, that even at that very time he made the duke of Epernon ad-

miral, and foon after gave him the government of Normandy, vacant by

the death of the maréchal Joyeufe. The count of SoiiTons was received

in a manner fo different from what he expected, that there needed no

more to convince him of the folly of his great projects. The king addref-

ling himfelf to me> afked me if I had quitted the king of Navarre's par-

ty ? I evaded this perplexing queflion, by telling him, that in coming to

offer my fervice to his majelfy, I did not think myfelffeparated from the

king of Navarre, becaufe I was affured, that that prince, whofe interefts

were the fame with his, would in a little time do the like. I found this

anfwer did not difpleafe the king ; but being furrounded, and carefully

obferved by perfons, on whofe countenances it was eafy to read the un-

eafinefs which my difcourfe gave them, he concealed his fentiments.

The weaknefs of this prince was indeed incomprehensible : his real

enemies could not be unknown to him, after the audacious manner

* It is believed, that if Henry III. had them with that air of majefly and autho-

acted with more prudence and fteadinefs, rity necefiary upon this occafion. He
he would have been {till able to retrieve fhewed great favour to the deputies from
hii affairs. It is certain, that the Parifians,

(
the parliament, which had not been any

in great confternation at his leaving Paris, ways concerned in the affair of the barri-

fent deputies to him at Chartres, to intreat cades; the others he threatened with a

him with every kind of fubmifîion to re- refolution never again to enter Paris, and
turn to that city ; and to render this depu- to deprive it of its charters, and fovereign

tation more affecting, they made the capu- courts; at which they were lb greatly

chins walk in proceffion, and enter the ca- alarmed, that the duke of Guife was o-

thedralwith theinftruments of the pafiion, bliged to exert all his art and credit to pa-

crying Milericordia. The king received cify them.

in
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in which they had Co lately taken off the mafque; but {till feign-

ing ignorance, he again delivered himfelf up to the queen-mother *,

and through her to his pcriecutors, with whom fhe reconciled him.

Perhaps, however, this lafl ftepwas in this prince but a ftroke of the

moil profound diflim illation; for the bold f action he committed

* In the circular letter that Henry III.

f;nt into the pro; in. es, after the ai'tion of

the barricades, and which began thus,
*' Dear and well beloved, you have, as

" we fuppofe, heard the reafons that in-

" duced us to leave our city of Paris, the

" 13th of this month," &c. This prince

fpcaks more like a fupplicant than a king;

he defends his defign of introducing a fo-

reign garrifon in Paris, and doubts of the

fidelity of the Parifians. He gives a falfe

and had colour to his flight, and declares

that he is ready to begin the war againft

the huguenots, at the head of the league.

MS. of the royal library, number 8866,

8891.
The author means the conferences which

the queen-mother held, by this prince's

command, with the cardinal of Bourbon
and the duke of Guife ; to which were alfo

admitted, as I find in vol. 8906, of thema-
nufcripts in the royal library, the lords de

Lanfac, Lenoncourt, Des-Chateillers, and
IYIiron, tirft phyfician to his majefty, who
had been employed in carrying meffages

between the two parties on the day of the

barricades. Thefe conferences were held

at Chalons, at Sarry, a houfe belonging to

the bifhop of Chalons, at Nemours, &c.
The league made moft extravagant de-

mand;, there, fuch as the entire abolition

of the pretended reformed religion, the dit-

miflion of all the calvinilt officers, even if

they abjured; the publication of tile coun-
cil of Trent, the inquifition, &c. and at

la ft obtained all they demanded by the

edict of July 21, which was given in con-
fequence of thole conferences.

of the league, vol. 1. Memoii
vers, vol. 1. Matthieu, vol. I. book viii.

Chron. Noven. vol. I. and

t The death of the two brothers, the

duke and cardinal of Guife, whom this

prince caufed to be murdered in his own
Vol. I.

apartments, by his guards, the 23d of Dec.

at Blois, where he held the ftaf.es. See this

murder in the fame hiftorians, with a re-

lation of the proceedings and intrigues oC

both parties in the ftates of Bloi ;. 'I he car-

dinal of Bourbon was kept prifoner, the

other brothers of the duke of Guife fled.

The duke of Guife periihed as the ad-

miral Coligny did; prefumption hindered

them both from feeing the danger with

which they were threatened. The duke

heeded none of the warnings that were

given him ; it is faid, that the marchionefs

of Noirmoûtier, the fame lady who made
fo much noife under the name of madam
de Sauves, came on purpofe to pafs the

night with him ; and neither by arguments

or intreaties, could hinder him from going

the next day to the council.

Some perlons took upon them tojuftify

Henry III. for this action, among others

the cardinal de Joyeufe, in a long memorial

upon this fubject, which he lent from

Rome, where he then was. Villeroy's

Memoirs of State, vol. II. p. 175. But
the moft judicious of our hiftorian;-, and

even thole who have carried the privilege

of the royal authority furtheft, all de-

teft it. " The (hocking circumftances of
" the murder of the Guiles," fays Pcre-

fixe, " appeared horrible, even in the
" eyes of the huguenots, who faid, that

" it too much refemblcd the maffacre of
" St. Bartholomew." On the other fide

it cannot be denied, that Henry III. had

no other way of preferving the crown in

his houfe, and perhaps on his own head;

for there is not the leaft probability in what

Villeroy aflerts in his Memoirs, vol. I.

p. 25. that the king, without taking that

courte, might have made himfelf matter of

the deliberations of the ftates of Blois,

and have obliged them to comply with his

R igainft
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589. againft the fiâtes of Blois, gives us room to believe, that his revenge
"V"—J was never one moment out of his thoughts : and if one might form

any judgment of this anembly, in all appearanee, every individual that

compofed it, had each a fccret object in view, to which all their de-

figns tended, and which fuccefs discovered in fome, and disappoint-

ment concealed in others.

The death of Catherine de Medicis, which happened foon after *

the affaffination of the duke of Guife -, did not afford Henry III. more

In this alternative one cannot help la-

menting the confequences of bad conduct

in a prince, which reduces him to fuch a

fad neceffity. He was himfelf a fatal ex-

ample of this truth, that he who ilrikes

with a knife, fhall perifh by a knife.

The duke of Guife was almoft adored

by the catholics, eipecially the people,

who called him always, Our great man.

He had a fear on the left cheek, below his

eye, which only ferved to make him more
refpedted, becaufe he received it fighting

againft the huguenots, at the battle of Cha-
teau-Thierry, by a piftol-fhot from a Ger-
man trooper. He was, on the contrary, fo

hated by his own family, whom he treated

with an infupportable infolence, and feve-

rity, that we are affured his relations, and
even his own brothers, through fear of fall-

ing under the power of a tyrant, were the

perlons that fent Henry III. the moft cer-

tain intelligence of his actions and defigns ;

an intelligence which was fufpccled by the

prince, as that given to the duke by many
of the courtiers concerning the king's vio-

lent refolution againft him, was by him ;

for they both imagined from thence that

the defign was to prevail upon them to

quit the party, and break with the ftates

of Blois, in which each of them would
have found his account. Henry III. at firfr.

defigned only to arreft the duke of Guife,

but he found it would be dangerous, ;tnd

ftill more to make him prit'oner; therefore

he determined to have him poignarded.

Both the bodies were confumed in a fire,

the bones burnt in a low hall of the caftle,

and the afhes thrown into the air.

The king of Navarre, who had no hand

in this affaffination, was the perfon that

gained moft by it. In all appearance, while

the duke of Guife lived, he would never

have obtained the crown. We are aflured

a'.fo, that there were then great defigns

formed between France an! Spain, not only

to extirpate the protefrant party, but even

to dethrone Elizabeth, which the event of

the barricades, followed by the death of

the duke of Guife, was only able to hinder

the execution of. The king of Navarre

lamented the fate of the duke of Guife,

without blaming Henry III. " I always,
" faid he, forefaw, and faid, that mef-
" fieurs de Guife would never undertake
" the enterprize they had conceived, and
" bring it to an ifTue, without endanger-
" ing their lives." Cayet, vol. I. fol. 114.

Several other perfons were of the fame

opinion. " Curled be Lorrain," faid Hu-
bert de Vins, in the Memoirs of Caftel-

nau, " for his ftupidity in fuppofing, that

" a king, whofe crown he was attempt-
" ing to take away by diffimulation, would
" not likewife diflemble with him, to take
" away his life." " Since they are fo near
" each other," faid madam de Fourbin,the

fifter of de Vins, " we fhall hear the very
" firft day, either one or the other has
" flain his companion."
The tragical events cf the year 1588

have appeared to fome to verify the predic-

tion of Regiomontanus, and other artro-

logers, that this year would be the climac-

teric of the world. I find in it only a new
confirmation of the folly of this ridiculous

fcience.

* In the opinions of thofe who have

beftowedfomanypraifes upon this princefs,

liberty
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liberty to follow his inclinations, which led him to unite himfelf with

the king of Navarre. The league was not extincl: with the duke of

Guife : he had the minds of the people to calm, the grandees to re-

gain, the pope to appeafe, and Spain to keep in bounds, and the dif-

pleafure of all the catholics to affinage, who, after this execution, were

very well diipofed to queflion his religion.

Henry, like all weak men, magnified thefe difficulties; he flat-

tered himfelf he lhould reduce every thing to order by mildnefs ; and

therefore publicly affierted his privilege, explained his reafons for what

he had done, and loudly juftified hiscondudr. He ought to have em-
ployed arms alone againft a party, which had no longer any reipecf for

the royal authority; and inftead of increafing the prefumption of the

populace (who in power are no lefs infblent, than abjecf in obedience)

by a moderation which can only be afcribed to weaknefs, he ought to

have declared himfelf boldly the affiailant, and fought for vengeance

like a king. Had he acted in this manner, conjunctly with the king of

Navarre, he might, in all probability, have prevented the lofs of Or-

leans, and an infinite number of other "*" places; nor had he been at laft

reduced to the cities of Blois, Beaugency, Amboife, Tours, and Saumur.

I was either a witnefs to all thefe events, or was foon informed

of them at Rofny, whither I had retired, as to a place, where I could

it foemed fufficient to merit the title of a

politician, that fhe knew how to engrofs

oment of all affairs, and to keep
herfelf in poffeflion of authority; but when

i, that thefe fuppofed abilities,

which coniifled, however, in making ufe

of unworthy means, and contemptible ar-

tifices, brought things at laft to fuch an
extremity, that neither fhe, nor any other,

knew any longer what remedies to apply

to them; it may bejuftly afferted, that

the quality of a politician did not compen-
fate for the numbcrlefs faults fhe commit-
ted. It is believed, that the fatal confe-

quences which fhe apprehended would at-

tend the murder of the Guifes, in which
flic had no part, the cardinal of Bourbon's
reproaches, the honor of the prefent time,

ps the flings of her confidence,

haftened her death, which happi

5th oi" January, 15S9. She was forgot

foon afterwards. De Thou, book xciv.

Her laft advice to her fon was, to put an

end to the perfecution againft the protec-

tants, and to eftablifh an entire liberty of

religion in France. (Jhron. Novenn. vol. I.

fol. 132. Brantome's prejudices againft

this queen renders all he has faid to her

difadvantage very doubtful, vol. VII. of his

Memoirs, p. 31, and following. Varillas

is not more to be believed; when he fays,

that her death was occafioncd by her grief

for the murder of the duke, whom fhe was

very fond of. Siii praifes her like a fo-

reigner, who was not well acquainted with

the affairs of our court in that time ; for

he came to France long after the death of

that queen. Memoirs of Recon di V itto-

rio Siri, vol. I. p. 26.
" * Tis a puff of wind," faid Henry III.

fpeaking of thofe cities, " which has

" thrown down a pack of card,."

R 2 ealily
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eafily obferve whatever palled at court. I left it as foon as I thought

it was neceffary to give the king of Navarre an account of thefe trans-

actions. He had not been a little perplexed himfelf during this inter-

val, in unravelling and overthrowing the fchemes of the vifcount Tu-
renne ; who putting himfelf in the prince of Condé's place, continued

all his projects for himfelf, and acted in the fame manner by the king

of Navarre, as the duke of Guife did by Henry III. In an afTembly

of the protectants, held at Rochelle, he boldly declared, that France, in

the prefent conjuncture, could not poffibly avoid feeing her monarchy
difmembered ; and he gave them to understand that, in the divifion

which would be made of it, he would not forget himfelf. The king

of Navarre complained of this conduct in the fame aiTemblies ; and to

engage the proteftants more firmly to his perfon, he joined his actions to

words, feized upon Garnache, and took Niort by ftorm, after a bloody

and furious battle. It was at his return from this expedition, that he
fell dangeroufly ill * at la Mothe-Frêlon.

Nicholas

d'Anoennes,

I took my way through Blois, in order to form my laft conjec-

tures by the fituation in which I fhould find the court. Although I made
ufe of all poffible precautions to avoid being difcovered by any perfon ;

yet the marquis of Rambouillet feeing me pafs through the ftreet, knew
me, though wrapt up in my cloak, and ordered me to be watched to

my lodging. The marquis was a man of Strict honefty, and had always

the good of the ftate in view, without any considerations of Self-intereSt:

he conceived, that it belonged to him to draw fome advantage from
this rencounter, to make one more effort upon the king's mind, and pre-

vail upon him at length to throw himfelf into the arms of the king of

Navarre. He found him in fuch a difpofition as he wifhed, and the

king was the rather induced to employ me upon this occaiion, as he
remembered I had already been fent to him on that bufinefs. Ram-
bouillet coming to me by his order, we concerted together what was
neceflary to be done ; after which he prefented me to his majeSty, who
confirmed to me himfelf his intentions. The many ineffectual engage-

ments into which he had entered with the king of Navarre, made me

* He left St. Hermine, in Lower Poi-

tou, in the month of January, to go and
affift Garnache, which was befieged by
the duke of Nevers. Du-Pleffis-Mornay
led his troops, and he himfelf marched
on foot, as if he was fhooting. He
over-heated himfelf, and was feized with

a pain in his fide, attended with a fever,

which obliged him to flop at the firft houfe

lie came to, which belonged to a gentleman
called la Mothe-Frêlon. Du-Pleffis per-

fuaded him to be let blood, which cured

him. Life of Du-Pleflis-Mornay, book
i.p. 125.

think



Book III. M E M O I R S O F S U L L Y. 12

think it neceffary to afk him for a credential letter to that prince ; but 1 5S9.

he denied this requeft, out of an apprehenlion that this letter might <——\—

'

fall into the hands of the nuncio Moroiini *, or the duke of Nevers,

to whom, he laid, notwithstanding the efteem he had for me, he mould
be obliged to deliver me, if I was difcovered in Blois. I gave up this

point, therefore; but afterwards demanded, for the fecurity of the king

of Navarre, that when he fhould enter a country full of his enemies,

a town might be given him, that would afford him a free paffage over

the Loire. This, for the fame reafon, was not granted. I did not attri-

bute thefe refufals to any bad intention of the king's, but only to the

fear he was in ofthofe two men, upon whom he had voluntarily made
hirnfelf dependent. I did not, however, believe, that the king of

Navarre, without this laft article was yielded to, would advance with

his troops as far as Blois. But this difficulty was removed by Brigneux,

the governor of Beaugency, whom I vilited before I went away. After

telling me, that he law, with grief, this place, like the reft, would be

infallibly loft by the meafures the king purfued, he offered to refign

the care of it to me, or to Rebours, or any other officer the king of

Navarre fhould approve ; adding, that he chofe rather to refign his

poft, and follow this prince as a volunteer only, than to continue in

Beaugency, where his advice was not regarded.

After this affurance, I returned immediately to the king of Na-
varre : this prince liftened to me attentively, but not being able to fup-

prefs thofe doubts, which his frequent difappointments from the king-

of France had infpired him with, he often afked me, with an unquiet

tone of voice, and irreiblute action, if I now really thought the king

of France fincere? I protefted to him that I believed he was; and added 1

the engagement of Rambouillet. " Well then, replied the king, I will

" not take his towns, while he continues to treat faithfully with me;"
for he had taken Châtelleraud that very day. " Return then, added
" he, and carry him my letters; for I neither fear Morofmi nor

* John Francis Morofmi, bifhop of king of France had executed upon the

Brefcc. Lewis de Gonzague, duke of Ne- duke of Guile; but he could not pardon

vers. Sixtus V. had juft then published a him for involving a cardinal in it. See in

bull of excommunication againit Henry, Villeroy's Memoirs of State, vol. II. p.

which this prince ufed his utmoft endea- 175. the cardinal de Joyeufe's letters al-

\ our to get recalled. This pope, who was ready cited. Sixtus V. foretold, that the

la.it! to be equally fit to govern a great league would reduce Henry to the neceflity

kingdom as to be the head of the church, of applying to the king of Navarre and the

fecrctly approved of that juftice which the huguenots tor affiilancc.

" Nevers,"



i26 MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book III.

1589. " Nevers." Accordingly he made me go with him that moment to

\-~~v—J " breakfaft in his clolet ; and I took pofl again for Blois.

The king of France, who did not doubt but the king of Navarre's

anfwer would be fuch as he defired, had, through impatience, ad-

vanced as far as Montrichard, with all his train. I found all the lodgings

in this little place either taken up or befpoke, fo that as I arrived very

late, I began to think I mould be obliged to pais the night in the ftreet:

luckily Maignan found out the marquis of Rambouillet's lodgings, and
he provided me with thofe that had been deligned for one of my bro-

thers, who was then at Tours. At midnight I went to the king,

who waited for me in a garret of the caftle. He approved of, and

figned every thing, even to the paflage over the Loire; and would have

had me to fet out again that fame night. The report ofa treaty between
the two kings had already reached Châtelleraud, when I arrived there;

and was fo pailionately defired by the people, that as foon as I appear-

ed, they loaded me with a thoufand blemngs.

The king of Navarre was already gone from thence. This prince,

who depended upon nothing but his fword, being informed that the

In the Up- league had entered Argenton, marched haftily thither, and arrived
per Poitou. fQ ieafonably, that he forced the troops of the league to diflodge, be-

fore they had received the fupplies neceflary to maintain them there.

He left Beaupré governor in this place, after I had vifited the caftle,

and put it into a condition of defence.

The fatigue I had fuftered from fo many fucceftlve journeys, threw
me, at my return, into a continued fever, which confined me to my
bed twelve days. Du-Pleffis took advantage of this accident, to deprive

me of the honour of a treaty which he had only the trouble of drawing
up, and in which the marquis of Rambouillet * had as great a fhare as

himfelf. This treaty was ligned at Plefiis-les-Tours, to the great fa-

tisfaclion of the two kings. Saumur was the place of fecurity that was

Philip Mor- agreed upon, and Du-Pleflis did not fail to procure the government of
nay, lord of it, as a fit reward for him to whom they were obliged for the fuccefs

of the treaty.Pkffis-Mar

* It is butjuft to inform the reader, that p. 131 ; but to which of the writers mod
thefe facts are related very differently credit ought to be given is not eafy to

in the life of Du-PkJlis-Mornay, book i. decide.

This
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This proceeding appeared to me lb extremely unjuftirkble, that

Icomplained loudly of Du-Pletfis, and even of the king of Navarre

himfelf, who had bellowed the fruit of my labour upon another. The
count of Soiifons, who never had any regard to the general interelf, or

took part in the public joy, made ufè of this circumftance to endea-

vour to engage me in his new dcfigns; and my two brothers, on the

other fide, preifed me earneftly to attach myfelf wholly to the party of

the king of France : but I rejected this propofition, nor was my fide-

lity to my prince to be fhaken by all the efforts that were made to

feduce me. When I reflected alio, that the government of Saumur
would have obliged me to a confiant refidence there, and by confe-

quence have removed me always from the king of Navarre, I found,

that what had appeard an act of injuftice, was, in reality, a favour,

which merited my acknowledgment.

Nothing now remained for the two kings to do, but to have

a conference together, in order to concert their future enterprises. For
this purpofe, the king of Navarre let out from Pleffis-les-Tours. Still

affaulted by ibme remains of diftrufr. *, which he could with difficult)

fupprels, he flopped near a mill, about two leagues from the caftle,

and would know the opinion of each of the gentlemen that compofed
his train, upon the ilep he was going to take. I was amongft them,
and the remembrance of the injuftice, as I then thought it, which he
had offered me, keeping me filent : the king of Navarre turning to me,
" You fay nothing, faid he; what are your thoughts of the matter ?"

I aniwered, in few words, That it was true, the ftep he was taking

was not without danger, becaufe the troops of the king of France were
fuperior to his ; but that I looked upon this to be one of thofe circum-
ftances, in which fomething ought to be left to chance ; and that as for

the reft, one ought to continue one's felf with ufing all the precautions

which prudence could fuggeft. This prince paufing for a few moments,
then turning towards us," Let us go on-f-, faid he, my refolution is fixed."

* " His old huguenot officers, they fay, " lution at the price of the king of Na-
" were afraid, that at a time when trea- " varre's life." Perefixe, ibid. This prince
" chery was fo neceffary to Henry III. to had often himfelf faid, as de Thou :.

" extricate him out of the labyrinth into " That he never went to the king's clofet
" which the aclion he had committed at " but through the midfl: of two armies,
" Blois had introduced him (for he had " ranged on each fide."
" been excommunicated by Sixtus V.) he f He wrote to Du-Plcflis-Mornay, in
" would not fcruple to purchafe his abfo- thei'e terms ; " Monlieur Du-PlefLs the

The

I5<*9-
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1589. The king of France came into the field to meet the king of
*—-v—«' Navarre, and the joy of an union which had been fo ardently delired,

drew together fo great a concourfe ofpeople, that the two kings conti-

nued above a quarter of an hour, at the diffance of fifty paces from each

other, without being able to approach nearer : at length the croud giving

way, they embraced with equal fatisfaction on both fides *, and took

the road together to Tours, where the king of Navarre lay one night,

and then returned to his quarters at Maillé. As for me, I ftaid at

Tours, being detained by a great number of my friends and relations,

whom I found there, and fixed my refidence in the fuburb St. Sym-
phorien.

The duke of Ma'ienne, who had taken arms to revenge the death of

the duke of Guife, and to fupport the interefl of the league, had no
defign to leave us long in quiet, but marched with his whole army

An abbey towards this city. The king, who had walked as far as Marmoutier, un-
near Tours, armed, and attended only by twenty horfe, narrowly efcaped being.taken,

and was obliged to return precipitately to Tours. The fuburbs having

no other intrenchments than fome (light barricades, erected inhafte, by

fix or feven regiments of royalifts, who defended them, I quitted the

fuburb of St. Symphorien, and ordered all my equipage to be carried

into the city. My conduct, was by the officers taxed with timidity ;

but it was not long ere it was furficiently juftified.

The duke of Ma'ienne attacked the fuburb. He was flopped fome
moments by means of five or fix houfes, on the top of the hill, where
our people had ported themfelves ; but they were foon obliged to

abandon them, in order to intrench themfelves behind the barricades,

where expecting foon to be aflaulted, they made ufe of this interval to

fnatch a hafty refrefhment.

I met the king at the gate of the city, and making me enter, he

told me, that he believed it would be in vain to endeavour to defend

the fuburbs. In effect, the barricades could not refift the enemy's can-

non; they were forced at the firff. onfet, and as they had no ditch to

fupport them, their retreat into the city was fo confufed, and fo much

" ice is broken, not without many warn- of a league from Tours :
" Courage, my

" ings, that if I went I fhould be a dead " lord, faid Henry IV. to Hec-v III. two
" man: I parted the water, recommend- " Henry's are wo : 11 cue
" ing myfelf to God," &c, " Carolus." Matthi . . p. 152.

* At the bridge of La-Motte, a quarter The duke ofMaïenne's mime was Cha li

expofed
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expofed to the enemy, that I am furprized all the foldiers in the fuburbs 1589.

were not either taken or llain, and that the enemies did not even ^—nr"—*

enter the city along with them. Two pieces of cannon would have

been fufficient for that purpofe. I faw the flight of our people from

the convent of Jacobin?, which looked over the walls of the city; and

fearing that the danger would increafe, I ran with my two brothers to

the gate, to which thev all preft tumultuoufly, and by means of feme

intrenchments we ordered to be made, rendered their retreat more

fecure, and with a little time and order, they all entered ; after which

we clofed up the gate, and fet a ftrong guard over it.

It was no longer doubted, but that the city would be befieged in

form. I joined Châtillon, and fome others, and we went to intreat

the king to confide fome important poft to our care; he gave us

the Ifles *, and we laboured there without ceafing from that mo-
ment, till the next morning, that the king came to vifit our work.

He addreffed himfelf to me, and prailed our diligence greatly, but

it was ufelefs ; for at the firft news of what had happened, the king

of Navarre marched haftily with his troops to Tours, and appeared

in three hours before the city. The duke of Ma'ienne would not wait

for him, but retreated, after plundering the fuburbs, and the neigh-

bouring places. A fervice of this importance gave great hopes of what

an alliance between the two kings might produce, and made the in-

habitants of Tours look upon the king of Navarre
-f-

as their deli-

verer.

The two kings continued tegether eight or ten days, after which

they feparated for the expedition that had been projected on the city

of Poitiers. While they carried on the works there, the king of Na-
varre fent me with three hundred horfe, and a like number of arque-

bufiers, to whom he alio gave horfes, to defend Chartres, it having

been difcovered, that Maintenon was fecretly endeavouring to poffefs Lewisd'An-

himlelf of this city, in the name of the league. I provided myfelf Se"" cs
'
lord

with rope-ladders, petards, and other innruments, and came directly
"

enon

'im ~

to Bonneval, without taking any refreihment that whole day. Some a town up-

prifoners whom we took for a detachment of twenty-five troopers, on the con-

informed us, that the enemy had a party of four hundred horfe in p^^
* Read the Ifle. This quarter, which f Henry IV. highly extolled the belia-

is inhabited only by watermen, and the viour of Henry III. who fhewed gceat cou-

meaneft people, is of great confequence to rage upon this occafion. Mem. of Nevers,

the defence of Tours. vol. II. p. 589.

Vol. I. S the
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the field, with Broffe Saveufe * at their head ; and that Reclainville
-f

who led the twenty-five troopers, had taken us for a body of a hundred

and twenty horfe, with which Lorges had juft furprized Châteaudun.

We concluded from this account, that the party of four hundred horfe

wanted to come up with us ; and we, on our fide, having the fame

deiire, left our arquebufiers to purfue the road to Chartres leifurely,

and taking ours through the little hills, in order to reach the enemy's

fquadron, we met them on the top of a fmall hill, which each party

had climbed up on his own fide ; fo that we neither faw them, nor

they us, till we were within two hundred paces of each other.

May iS. We came to blows immediately, and with fo much fury, that by

the firft Shock forty of our men were thrown to the ground. I

was of this number, together with MefT. de Châtillon J, de Mouy,
de Montbazon, d'Avantigny, and de Preffaigny. Happily I had re-

ceived no wound ; my horfe, .who was only cut in the jaw, got up.

again, and I found mySelf ftill on his back. Perhaps there never

was an action of this kind of combat, more furious, obftinate, or

more bloody. Four or five times we returned to the charge, the

enemies rallying again the moment they were put into diforder. I

had two fwords broke, and was obliged to have recourfe to a pair of

piftols loaded with Steel balls, againft which no arms were proof.

Our enemies finding they had loft two hundred of their men, left us

at laft in poffeflion of the field of battle.

We were not in a condition to enjoy the fruits of our victory :

extreme wearinefs, and the pain of our wounds kept us motionlefs.

A little reft was all we wiihed for, when a heavy rain fell, which,

mixing with our fweat, wet us over in an inftant ; for we were

obliged to cover our arms with our cloaths : and to complete our

misfortunes, we learnt that the duke of Ma'ienne was at our heels.

In this melancholy fituation, a council being held, it was refolved,

notwithstanding the condition we were in, that we Should march all

night, and endeavour to get back to Beaugency. We arrived there,

almoft fpent with fatigue and thirft. My ftrength being quite ex-

* Charles de Tiercelin, and Anne his in Chartres for the duke of Ma'ienne.

brother; the eldeft was called Saveufe, % Francis de Châtillon, the admiral's

and the voungeft de Brolle. fon, the leader of the troop. Ifaac Vaudré
t Lewis de AJonville, lord of Reclain- de Mouy. Lewis de Rohan, duke of

viîje, or I'Arclainville, who commanded Montbazon.

haufted,
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haufted, all I could do was to fink down upon a bed, nor was it pof- 1589.

fible to awake me to take any nourifhment. v—-"V—-J

The report of this battle being fpread every where, the king ofNa-
varre came to Beaugency to vifit us, and expreiTed himfelf highly fa-

tisfied with our behaviour. Saveufe being among the prifoners, was

brought before him, and the king, who, from the fame principle of

generality careffed the brave, and compafiionated the unfortunate,

endeavoured to conible him, by praifes on his conduct, and every kind

of good treatment. But Saveufe knowing that a great number of his

relations, and almoft all his friends, periflied in the fight, his grief for

their lofs, the fhame he felt at being vanquished, and the dangerous

wounds he had received, infpired fuch an extreme defpair, that he be-

came delirious, and died in the frenzy of a raging fever, without fuf-

fering his wounds to be dreft. The king of Navarre made us fet out

for Chiteaudun, where eight days reft entirely obliterated all remem-
brance of our paft fatigues.

I was upon the point of leaving this place, when a courier brought

me news that my wife was dangeroufly ill. I flew to Rofny, with

Dortoman, firft phyfician to the king of Navarre, whom this prince Nicholas

ordered to accompany me. All this canton was in the interefts of the Dortoman,

league; and one of my brothers *, who had taken poiTeffion of my Arnheim.
houie, the fame wherein my wife lay ill, had the cruelty to draw up
the bridge, and refufe me entrance. Pierced to my inmoft foul with

a treatment fo inhuman, I fwore I would enter, or perifh in the at-

tempt, and already began to apply ladders to the walls, when my bro-

ther, who did not perhaps expect fo much refolution, ordered the gate

to be opened.

The only confolation I had was to find my wife ftill alive, and

to receive her laft embraces: all remedies were ineffectual, and Hie

died four days after my arrival. The lofs of a wife fo dear to me,
and whofe life had been expofed to fuch cruel viciflitudes of fortune,

Hi ut my heart during a whole month to every other pafiion but

grief. I heard with infenfibility the progrefs of the arms of the two
kings, which at any other time would have inflamed me with an ar-

dent délire of (baring in their dangers and glory; for it was about

* This is certainly the eldeft, who was called the baron of Rofhy.

S 2 this
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this time, that they took Gergeau, Pluviers, Eftampes, Chartres *,

Poiffy, Pontoife, the iile of Adam, Beaumont, and Creil. Every little

inconfiderable town boafted of having flopped her king, who found
nothing but revolt and difobedience over all his dominions. He was
now fenfible of the great advantage he drew from the king of Na-
varre's affiftance. As for this prince, he was as prodigal of life as if

he had been weary of it: wherever there was molt danger, there was
he to be feen at the head of his foldiers. In one of thofe many en-

counters he had to maintain, at the very moment when, to reft him-
felf, he was leaning upon Charbonnière, this colonel was, by a

mufket-mot, laid dead at his feet.

I awaked as from a deep fleep at the news -j- of the two kings

holding Paris befieged; and leaving a place where every object. I faw
renewed my affliction, I went to join the army. It was here that I

foothed that grief which ftill filled my heart, by expofing myfelf care-
lefly in all the fkirmifhes we had with the enemy, then more fre-

quent than ever, particularly in the field, which was called the Scho-
lars meadow. The king of Navarre perceived my defign, and obferv-

ing that Maignan, my equery, whom he often ordered to go to me,
and force me away, durft not do it, he defired him only to tell me, that

he wanted to fpeak to me.

Scarce had he uttered one word, when he was interrupted by a

gentleman, who whifpered fomething in his ear, and left him imme-
diately. The king of Navarre, amazed at what he had heard,

called me again inftantly, and told me an afTafiin had dangeroufly

wounded the king of France with a knife J: then mounting his horfe,

* Towns in the neighbourhood of Paris, having a letter of great confequence to de-

in the ifle of France, la Beauce, and l'Or- liver to him. This prince, who had a

leans. See an account of this in the hifto- great kindnefs for monks, rofe from the

rians. clofe-ftool upon which he was fitting, hav-

t If we may believe Matthieu, vol. II. ing already read part of the letter, when
p. 3. thefe two kings were greatly dilTa- the aflaflin ftruck him in the belly with a
tisfied with each other. Henrv III. could knife, which (he left flicking in the wound,
not conceal his jealoufy of Henry IV. The king drew it out, and wounded the
who, far from expecting to reign, refolved jacobin with it in the forehead, who was
to retire as foon as he had re-eftablifhed the immediately killed by the gentlemen of his

king upon his throne. chamber. His body was burnt, and the

% By James Clement, a jacobin monk, afhes thrown into the Seine. The hifla-

born in S'-bonne, a village in Burgundy. rians have not forgot to obferve, as a cir-

He was introduced by la Giieue, the foli- cumftance at that time not doubted of,

citor-general, into the king's chamber, as that Henry III. was murdered in the fame

and
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and attended only by five and twenty gentlemen which were about him,

took the road to St. Cloud, which was the king's quarters. At his

entrance into this prince's apartment, he found he had juft received

an injection, which came away again without either pain or blood.

The king of Navarre approached his bed, amidft all the agitation and

grief that the fincereft friendihip could infpire. The king comforted

him with afTurances, that his wound would have no bad confequenccs,

and that God would prolong his life, that he might be in a condition

to give him new. proofs of his affection. The wounded monarch pro-

nounced thefe words in fuch a manner, as removed part of the king

of Navarre's apprehenfions, who feeing likewife no appearance of any

houfe and (if we believe them) in the fame

chamber, place, and month, where feven-

teen years before that prince had affifted at

the council, in which the mailacre of St.

Bartholomew was refolved upon. Mon-
fieur Bayle feems to have given credit to

this anecdote, which is now proved to be

falfe, the houfe at the time of the maf-

facre of St. Bartholomew not being built.

Henry III. died in the night between the

fécond and third of Auguft, aged 38
years. " James Clement being at St.

" Cloud, fome perlons, who fufpedtedhitn,

" went at night into his chamber to ob-
" ferve him. They found him in a pro-

" found fleep, his breviary before him,
" open at the article of Judith. He
*' failed, confefled himlclf, and received

" the facrament before he let out to af-

M faffinate the king. He was praifed for

** this action at R&me, in the chair where
u Henry the third's funeral oration ought
" to have been pronounced. At Paris,

" his picture was placed on the altars with
" theéucharift. Cardinalde Retz relates,

" that on the anniverfary day of the bar-

" riçades, in the minority of Lewis XIV.
" he law a gorget upon which this monk.
" was engraved, with thefe words under-
" neath, St. James Clement." Notes up-

on the Henriade.
" The king of Navarre," fays Victor

Gayet, Chron. Novenn. vol. I. fol. 223.
" kneeled at his bedfide, fighs and tears

" not permitting him to (peak a word.
" He took his majefty"s hands between

" his, and kiffed them. The king, per-

" ceiving that he was filent through the

" ftrong emotions with which he was agi-

" tated, embraced his head, killed him,
" and gave him his benediction. Had not

" the knife been poifoned, the wound
" would not have been mortal ; for it was
" not deep, and'had not reached the in-

" teftines, fol. 217. Bourgoin, prior of
" the jacobins, was tore to pieces by four

" horfes. They could extort nothing but

" thefe words from him, We have done

" what we could, but not what we would
" have done; which made it be believed,

" that Henry IV. was defigned to have
" been alTaninated at the fame time. The
" fieur de Rougemont was arrefted, for

" having defired to ftrike the blow him-
" felf." fol. 228. He died like a good

chriftian. " He forgave his enemies, and
" even Clement himfelf," fays Matthieu

the hiftorian. See, in the hiltorians, a

fuller account of his death. His character

may be collected from what is faid of him

in thefe Memoirs. He was called, at his

baptifm,Edward Alexander, by EdwardVI.

king of England, and Antony king of

Navarre; but Catherine made him after-

wards affume the name of his father.

It is faid^that feventeen or eighteen pcr-

fons having gathered up the afhes of Cle-

ment, which the wind had difperfed, get-

ting into a boat with thefe afhes, the boat

was (wallowed up by tht Seine, and all

that were in it.

dan»-
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1589. dangerous fymptom, left him to his repofe, and returned to his quar-

1—-^—'»J ters at Meudon.

My lodgings were at the bottom of this caftle, in the houfe of a

man named Sauvât. After 1 had attended the king of Navarre to his

apartment, I went home to fup, and had juft placed myfelf at table,

when I faw Ferret his fecretary enter, who faid to me, " Sir, the king

" of Navarre, and perhaps the king of Fiance, defires you will come
" to him inftantly." Surprized at thefe words, I went with him im-

mediately to the caftle; and as we walked, he told me that Dorto-

man had informed the king of Navarre, by an exprefs, that if he

would fee the king of France alive, he had not a moment to lofe.

I went directly to the king of Navarre's apartment, where while

our horfes were faddling, he did me the honour to confult me upon

the prefent conjuncture. So many different thoughts prefented them-

felves to my mind that moment, that I continued fome time filent,

nor was the king in lefs agitation. It was not the event of a little ne-

gotiation, the fuccefs of a battle, or the poffeffion of a fmall king-

dom, fuch as Navarre, that employed his thoughts, but the greateft

monarchy in Europe. But how many obftacles had he to furmount,

how many labours to endure, ere he could hope to obtain it ! All that

he had hitherto done, was nothing in comparifon to what remained to

do. How crufh a party fo powerful, and in fuch high credit, that it had

given fears to a prince eftablifhed on the throne, and almoft obliged him
todefcend from it ! This difficulty already fo great, appeared infurmount-

able, when he reflected, that the king's death would deprive him of

the beft and greateft part of his forces. He could have no dependence

either on the princes of the blood, or the grandees ; and in his pre-

fent condition he had occafion for every one's afliftance, yet had no one

in whom he could confide. I was ftruck with fear, when he fuggeft-

ed to me, that it was poifible fuch furprizing, and unexpected news

might occafion a revolution, which would expofe him with only a

few of his moft faithful fervants to the mercy of his old enemies, in a

country where he was abfolutely deftitute of every refource.

Notwithstanding all thefe difficulties, every one confeft

that the king of Navarre had but one part to take, which was to

feize this opportunity, and ufe it with all thole precautions which

generally determine the event. Without attempting to judge of the

future, which depends upon too many accidents, much lefs to fubject

it to our precipitation; in bold and difficult enterprise?, we fhould

2 endea-
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endeavour to fubdue one obfracle at a time ; nor fuffer ourfelves to be

depreft by their greatnefs, and their number. We ought never to de-

fpair of what has been once accomplifhed. How many things have

the idea of impoffible been annexed to, that have become eafy to

thole who knew how to take advantage of time, opportunity, lucky

moments, the faults of others, different difpolitions, and an infinite

number of other circumllances ?

The anfwer I made the king was founded on thefe maxims ; and

we agreed that, inftead of going back to the different provinces, he
mould remain in the midft of the royal army to fupport his claim,

and fet out immediately for St. Cloud, but well armed at all events,

taking care, however, to keep our extraordinary arms concealed, that

we might not ourfelves be the firft to create terror and lufpicion. When
we entered St. Cloud,, they told us the king was better; and obliged

us to put off our fvvords. I followed the king of Navarre, who ad-

vanced towards the caffle, when fuddenly we heard a man exclaim,

" Ah ! my God, we are loft." The king of Navarre' making this

man approach, who continued crying, " Alas ! the king is dead,"

afked him lèverai queftions, which he fatisfied by fuch a ciixumfhn-

tial recital of the king's death, that we could no longer doubt the

truth of it.

Henry no longer doubted, when he faw the Scots guard, who
threw themfelves at his feet, faying, " Ah, Sire ! you are now our
" king and our mafter," And lbme moments after, mefT. de Bi-

ron *, de Bcllegarde, d'O, de Châteauvieux, de Dampierre, and

feveral others, did the lame.

The king of Navarre was convinced that this was one of thofe cri-

tical moments, upon the good or bad ufe of which his deftiny depend-

ed. Without luffering himfelf to be dazzled with the view of a

throne, to which he was that inftant called, or oppreft by difficulties,

and ufelefs grief, he calmly began to give orders for keeping every

one in their duty, and preventing mutinies : then turning to me, with

that familiar air which he ufed to thofe of whofe affection he was

* Armand de Gontaut, maréchal de governor of Paris, and fuperintendant of

Biron. Roger de St. Larry Bcllegarde, the finances. Joachim de Chateau-
grand ecuyer of France. Francis d'O, vieux.

allured,
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affured, he bid me go to the maréchal d'Aumont's * quarters, and

there, with all the precaution neceffary to his intereft, fpread among

his troops the news of the king's death, and to fpeak by this maréchal

to the French guards, to engage their officers to come and pay their

homage to him in the afternoon, and to prevail upon the nobility to

do the like. He recommended to mé to obferve my own quarters

carefully, and keep all there in due obedience. After which he ap-

plied himfelf to gain all the foreign powers, on whofe affiftance he

thought he might depend, and wrote or fent deputies to Germany,

England, Flanders, Switzerland, and the republic of Venice, to in-

form them of this new event, and the claim which it gave him to the

crown of France.

I represented to him, that it was abfolutely necefTary to get

In the ifle poffeffion of Meulan immediately ; a place, upon this occafion, of the

•f France, utmoft importance, the governor of which (who was called St. Marc)

he knew to be a zealous partifan of the league in his heart. I ex-

plained to him in few words how eafily this might be executed, and

the king approving my fcheme, I went to Meulan, and demanded a

conference with St. Marc, upon affairs I faid of the greateft confe-

quence to him. He came to me, and while I amufed him with a

feigned confidence, the maréchal d'Aumont paffed over the bridge

with his troops, and taking advantage of the confternation this occa-

fioned, proceeded to the caille, which he made himfelf mafter of, and

we drove out the too credulous St. Marc.

The king offered me this government, but from many confedera-

tions I choie not to accept of it. Part of his apprehenlions were foon

iuftified by the event ; he found it impoffible to keep either the duke

of Epernon
-f-,

or many other difaftecled catholics, in his fervice, efpe-

* John duke d'Aumont, maréchal of moment, that he would embrace the catho-

Francc. lie religion, continued with him, but had

t The author of his life afligns very neither affection to his perfon, nor a

bad reafons for this retreat: it is plain that fincere attachment to his intereft. The

nothing can excufe it. Upon this occafion number of thefe was very great; the chief

it appears, that befidcs the protectant par- among thern were the dukes of Longue-

iv, there were three others among the ca- ville, and Nevers, d'O, (who had fpoken

tholics themfelves, the firft of whom was to him in the name of the reft) and many
compefed of thofe perfons who abandoned others. The third party was made up of

Henry IV. after the death of Henry III. thofe who declared publicly, fays d'Au-

the fécond, thofe who not being able to bigne, that they would ferve the king

til ipon this prince to declare that very without any conditions: and thofe were

cially
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dally thole who owed their fortune to the deceafed king. Tlieir dif- ;

fention reduced him almoir. to thoic troops only, which he had brought * *~-J

with him, and put it out of his power to continue the fiege of Pa .

or even to hold the adjacent places. The foreign powers either :

him nothing but promues, or offered him Inch fupplies as could be of

ad ule in his prefent exigencies: he was obliged therefore to retii

to the heart of the kingdom. He had already (though without di

vering his real motive for it) caufed a report to be fpread among his

foldiers of an intended journey to Tours. This retreat was equally

neceffary tor the fafety of his perfon, and the fuccefs of his affairs. A
thouland dangers threatened him in the neighbourhood of a city,

where the king his predeceifor, though a catholic, and with a powerful

army under his obedience, could not efcape a violent death. It was

here that the lair, refolution was taken for the murder of this prince ;

and he had ilill more reafon to tremble, when he reflected that thofe

cruel defigns were formed in the midft of his army, and the affarTins

perhaps near his perfon.

In this perplexing lituation, it was neceffary to place a governor in

Meulan, who had a regiment ready to defend it againfr the league,

which, becoming infolent by the king's death, in imagination already

enjoyed die conqueft of it. I having no regiment, nor furficient time

to raife one, the government of Meulan was given to Bellengreville*

The king, in his retreat, took Clermont, and fome other fmall In Beau-

towns. His forces were too inconfiderable to admit of his engaging in vaifis -

greater cnterprizes, which was the reafon likewife that I miifed of

taking of Louviers, upon which I had a defign that in all appearance A city o(

would have fucceeded. This delign I communicated to the king, Normandy,

and deiired he would give me fome forces for the execution of it. He
could fpare me no more than a company of his light-armed h

but very few in number, among historians upon this ful>jcc~t, and parti -

which were the marechals d'Aumont, and larly d'Aubigne, vol. III. book. ii. chap.

Biron, Givry, &c. Henry was extreme- 23. Henry IV. received fuch important
lv perplexed at the rude proposition made f rvices upon this occafion from the mare-
him by the catholics, and the declaration chal Biron, that it was reported, it was he
tiiey added toit, that they would retire, if who made him king: and the maréchal is

he did not give them this fatisfaction. Hj laid to have reproached Henry with his

told them refolutely, that he would never fervices in thofe very terms. Mem. of
be reproached withhavingbeen conftrained Brantôme, vol. III. p. 346.
t<> take fuch a ftep. And demanded fix * Read, Joachim de Berenj
months time to think upon it. See the

Vol. I. T commanded
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1 589. commanded by Arambure, which was not fufficient ; but he affured me
'
—"V—«

' that I mould be joined at Louviers by a regiment of twelve hundred

men, that was then at Nogent ; and for this purpofe he wrote to Cou-

ronneau the colonel of it.

With this hope I fat down before Louviers, where I waited in

vain for the fupplies that had been promifed me. The river of Eure,

which ran into the ditches of Louviers, being turned, a great aqueduct

that fupplied the city with water became dry. This I oblerved, and

it was through this place that I propofed to enter it ; but as it was not

probable, that meffieurs d'Aumale*, de la Londe, de Fontaine-Martel,

dé Medavy, de Contenant, and many other officers of the league, of

which this city was full, would furrender, or iuffer themfelves to be

taken, without linking a blow, I thought it would be rafhnefs to at-

tempt to force it with a handful of men : in order therefore to juftify

the truth of what I had aûerted, I contented mylelf with lending fe-

veral perfons into the aqueduct, where I employed them only in en-

larging the entrance, by forcing up with a petard the grate that doled

it. By this means they feveral times penetrated into the city, and came

out again without being perceived, which was a convincing proof that

our attempt would have fucceeded, if we had had a fufficient number
of foldiers.

I returned by Pont- de-1'Arche, to meet the king of Navarre, at

Ecoiiy, from whence he hoped to go immediately to Touraine ; but

he found the Normans fo well inclined towards him, that he was deter-

mined, by their offers, to attempt the important fiege of Rouen.

While preparations were making for this expedition, we took Gour-
In Upper nay} Neufchâtel, the city of Eu, Treport, and Darnetal ; where

rmandy. ^ j..^ rece ive(j advice that the duke of Ma'fenne was delirous of

. coming to a battle with him. I was ordered to go with fifty horfe to

reconnoitre this general's army, which I found in the neighbourhood

of Mante, and fpread all over my effete. I went, and ported myfelf

in the foreft ; from whence I made obfervations, and brought the king

information, that the army of the league coniifted of twenty- five

thoufand foot and eight thoufand horfe. The king, who had only a little

flyingcampto oppofeto fo formidable an army, was not willing to negleél

* Charles de Lorraine, duke ofAumale; Ncufchàtel ; Charles-Francis de Rouxel
— Eigars de le Londe, mayor of Rouen ; de Medavy; Timoleon de Bauves de

Frauds de Fontaine-Martel, governor of Contenant,

any



Book III. M E M O I R S O F S U L L Y.

any precaution which might be neceffary. He had already caufed the 1 589.

commander of Chartes* to be founded, to know if in any cafe of ne- u-"""v~—J

ceffity, he would receive him into Dieppe : and he had reafon to be

pleated with his anfwer ; but, in order to be better afiured of this gover-

nor's intentions, he went himfelf to confer with him, and returned ex-

tremely well fatisfied. Finding therefore that he might depend upon

a retreat fo fecure as Dieppe
-f-,

he the lefs feared to keep the held before

the enemy; and refolving to make head againft them till the laft extre-

mity, he came and ported himfelf before Arques. In the coun-

At the end of the caufeway of Arques there is a long winding hill,

covered with coppice: beneath is a fpace of arable land, in the midft of

which is the great road that leads to Arques, having thick hedges on

each fide. Lower down, upon the left hand, there is a kind of great

marlh or boggy ground. A village called Martinglife bounds the hill, Or Martin

about half a league from the caufeway. It was in this village, and in the Egliie.

neighbourhood of it, that the whole army of the duke of Ma'ienne was

encamped. The king was lènfible, that by attempting to refift an army

of above thirty thoufand men, with lefs than three thoufand, his con-

duct would be accufed of rafhnefs ; but befides, that it would be very

difficult to find a place more favourable for his few forces, and

that there was danger in going back, he thought that the prefent

weak condition his party was in, demanded fome bold blow at the

beginning. He neglected nothing that might compenfate, in ibme

degree, for the fmallnefs of his number; he ordered deep trenches to be

cut at the caufeway, and above, as well as beneath the great road : he

ported twelve hundred Swifs on each fide of this road, and ûx hundred

German foot to defend the upper trenches ; and placed a thoufand or

twelve hundred others in a chapel, which rtood in the midft of the upper

and lower trenches. Thefe were all the infantry he had : his cavalry,

which amounted in all to but fix hundred men, he divided into two equal

fquadrons; and with one, ported himfelf between thewood and the road,

and feparating the other into platoons, made them go down between the

road and the morals, to fill in fome fort that fpace. He did not lleep

that whele night; during which, fearing that the enemies would make

* Aimât de Chartes, knight of St. La- prevented, by advifing him to make good

zarus, and governor of Dieppe. his poll at Arques. Before the battle of

+ Henry IV. it is faid, was reduced to Arques, he (aid, that he was a king with-

fuch an extremity under the walls of this out a kingdom, a hufband without a wire,

city, that he was upon the point of retiring and a warrior without money.

into England , which the maréchal de Biron

T 2 themfelves
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themfelves matters of the caufeway, he kept guard there himfelf. In

the morning they brought him lbme refrefhments into the ditch, where

he invited his principal officers to breakfaft with him ; after which he

thought, perhaps, to have taken a few moments reft, when he was in-

formed by the guards, that the army of the league was marching to-

wards him, in order of battle.

At this news, he ordered the vifcount de Chartres, Palçheux, Braf-

feufe, Avantigny, and three or four others, to advance into the wood,

and endeavour to make lbme prifoners ; they foon returned, bringing

wkh them the count de Belin*. The king went to meet him, and

embraced him fmiling. The count, whofe eyes were in feareh of the

king's army, feeing hardly any foldiers about him, anfwered him no

otherways than by expreffing his furprize at the fmall number that

feemed to be with him. " You fee not all," laid the king to him with

the fame gaity :
" for you reckon not God, and my claim, who fight

" for me." Accuftomed as I was to fee this prince, I could not help

admiring the tranquillity that fat upon his countenance, on an occafion

fo much the more defperate, as it gave time for reflection. His air was

fo ferene, and his ardor tempered withfo much prudence, that he ap-

peared to the foldiers as fomething more than human, and infpired them

all with the intrepidity of their leader.

The duke of Maïenne ordered the upper trenches to be attacked

by a fquadron of his German foot, who feemed to refufe fighting, be-

caufe they had only Germans to encounter, and feigned to furrender.

Our Germans were fo effectually deceived by this artifice, that they

fuffered the others to advance and gain the trench, from whence they

drove out ours; and from this advantageous port they gave us a great

deal of trouble. I foon loft fight of all that was done at the fide of the

wood ; for that part of the morafs where I was, with ten of my men,

was that moment attacked by a fquadron of eight or nine hundred

horfe. At the approach of fo large a body, we drew together about a

hundred and fifty horfe, and drove them back as far as the valley ;

where meeting with /our other fquadrons, we were obliged to retreat,

till being joined in our turn by the count d'Auvergne -j~, who brought

* Francis de Faudoas d'Averton de Se- It is upon the relation of this count, after-

rillac, count of Belin, deputy governor of wards duke ofAngoulème, that fatherDa-

ihedukeoflM; nicl, in his hiftory of France, vol. IX. has

t Charles de Valois, natural fon of given a defcription of this battle, to which

Charks IX. He is mentioned hereafter. nothing can be added, and differs but lit—

a hundred
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a hundred and fifty horfe more to our affiftance, we a fécond time beat

back the enemies fquadrons. This game could not laft long : three

hundred horfe from the enemies army joining the firft, we were forced

to give ground, and regained the chapel in diforder; where fortunately

our foot foldiers, who were ported there, flopped this cavalry fhort,

and engaged in a battle, wherein Sagonne * and fome other officers

wère'flaim

The duke of Ma'ienne commanding all the reft of his German foot

to attack the chapel, we yielded at length this poil; and overpowered

by numbers, abandoned the hollows in the road, and even the road it-

felf. This might be called the beginning of a defeat ; we fhould have

had reafon to fear the event, had we not happily met the battalion of

Swrfs, who fuftained thefhock, gave us time to rally, and put us again

into a condition of renewing the fight. Nothing could have happened

more feafonably. My horfe that moment falling dead of his wounds, I

mounted a frefh one. To vanquifh the brave reiiftance of our Swifs, the

enemies thought proper to order five hundred horfe to march along the

fide of the moral's: they would have taken us in the rear, and have

eafily overwhelmed the Swifs, and the reft of the foldiers, when luckily

the horfes approaching too near to the morafs, they remained entangled

in the mire, and their riders with difficulty difengaged them, by leav-

ing their lances flicking there.

The battle continued fome time longer in this flare; that is to fay,

while we had any ilrength left ; but at length we began to fink under

the fatigue. On our fide the fame men were always in aclion, while

our enemies were fuflained with frefh fiipplies, and multiplied every

t!c from that in our Memoirs. See alio fa- " cherous Germans," &c. Le Grain,
ther Matthieu, vol. II. p. 14. and follow- bookv. " My father," fail this prince to

v - rol. I. book ii. fol. 263, and colonel Galati, " keep a pike for me, for

ng. The Memoirs ofNevers, vol. " i will fight at the head of your batta-

it, p. 597. and the phyfieian du Chefne's " lion." Matthieu, ibid. p. 14. Afterthe

account, Sec. This battle was fought on battle, he wrote to Grillon in thefe terms,

Wednesday September 20th : it began at " Hang thyfelf, brave Grillon, for we
ten o'clock, in the morning, and ended at " have fought at Arques without thee.

eleven. The duke of Maienne, five days " Adieu, brave Grillon, I love thee whe-
before, made feveral attempts upon Dieppe, " ther I will or not."

were tailed efcarmoucbes du Pollet. * John Babou, count cf Sagonne.
" My companion," laid Henry IV. to Lewis dc Rohan, and Jofias de la Roche-

1 mel of the regiment of So- foucault, counts of Montbazon and de

leure, " I come to die, or to gain honour Roufly, loft their lives alio there.

with you." " He drove back the trea-

mornent.
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1589. moment. Great part of our brigade was diSarmed and dismounted :

*~-v——' in this extremity, I was deputed by the troop to reprefent our Situation

to the king, and to aik him for a reinforcement. I met this prince

coming to our quarter :
" My friend, faid he to me, I have no fupplies

" to fend you; however, we muft not fuffer ourfelves to be depreifed."

In effect, he was in no better condition than we. He turned towards

Roger de St. monlieur le Grand, and bid him follow me with all the men he could
Sa"y, of ge t together from the upper part of the road. I went back to my party,

e e£ar e
' and with a feeming joy informed them of the fupply that was coming ;

upon which, however, I but little depended. Infpired with frern vi-

gour, it may be truly faid, that at that moment every man gave proofs

of a valour Scarcely credible. The thick fog, which concealed us from
our enemies, hid from us likewife our danger ; but when this fog was
diffipated, the fun ihewed us to them, and difcovered their whole army
to our view, which was pouring upon us. It was already fo near, that

we could not hope to gain the end of the caufeway, where was
our laft entrenchment, and we thought of nothing but felling our

lives dearly.

Our fafety we owed to a circumftance that we had looked upon as

our greateft misfortune. The cannon of the caftle of Arques had been

rendered ufelefs by the thicknefs of the fog ; but as foon as the enemies

could be diftinguifhed, it made a difcharge fo juft, and was followed

by fo terrible an effect, although there were but four pieces of cannon,

that the enemies were thrown into confufion. Four other vollies fuc-

ceeded with fuch rapidity, as went quite through their army ; which,

no longer able to endure the fire, retired in difbrder to the fide of the

valley : behind which, fome moments after, all this terrible multitude

were loft ; artonifhed, without doubt, at the great lofs they had fuftain-

ed, and difheartened by a refiftance which the duke of Ma'ienne had
not expected.

The king, after an action which had covered him with glory,

retired to Arques, from thence he went to Dieppe, harraffed continu-

ally by the enemies, and engaged in frequent fkirmifhes ; the detail of
which I fupprefs, as having nothing very interefting after the battle of
Arques. The king, however, in one of thefe rencounters, found him-
i'elf expofed to a danger ftill greater : for, believing the enemies at a

diftance, he was exercising a kind of military game in a meadow, and
fuftained a difcharge from two hundred fulileers, who lay in ambufh

upon
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upon the ground, between two hedges, not more than two hundred 1589.

paces from the place where we were. ^—~\r-—^

It is certain, that any other than Henry would have funk under

thefe difficulties, before he could have been relieved by the fupplies

which were preparing for him ; but by his valour*, and his fkill in dif-

puting the ground, he gave time to four thoufand Englifh and Scotch,

that queen Elizabeth fent him, to pals the fea; and this reinforcemci r

was foon after followed by one more confiderable, which was brought

him by the count of Soiflbns, Henry of Orleans, duke of Longuevillc,

d'Aumont, and Biron. It was owing to the count of SoifTons that lie

was lb often in danger at Dieppe, who amufed himfelf with difputing

about the command of the forces, inftead of haftening to the king's

alTitlance.

The duke of Maïenne durft not wait for the junction of all thefe

troops ; he diiappeared with his army, and left the king mailer of the

field. Henrv, then changing his resolution of keeping in Normandy,
fet out again for Paris, which he had quitted with regret. He pallid

through Meulan and Poiffy, and from thence difpatched me with the Thefe towns

duke of Montpenlier
~f-,

to endeavour to perfect a correfpondence he ^
re uPon the

had a long time before begun in Vernon, or to feize the city by means
cine '

of that terror which his approach would caufe in it. We found no pro-

bability of fucceeding in either of thefe defigns ; therefore, the duke of

Montpenfier went back to Normandy, and I joined the king at

Villcprcux.

His defign was to alarm Paris, and even to attack it; and as he

faw opportunity, to attempt to make himfelf matter of it. He had
taken the precaution to fend perfons to break the bridge of St. Maixance, Upon the ri-

ver Oife.

• " Sixtus V. prefaged, that the Bear- meaning by the afp the duke of Maïenne,
" nois would be the uppermoft, fince he the duke of Savoy by the baiilisk, the king
" was not longer in bed than the duke of of Spain by the lion, and himfelf by the
" Maïenne was at table. The duke of dragon.

tie was extremely flow in all his f Henry ofBouibon-Montpenfier, prince
" motions. If he does not aft in another of the blood, the only fon of Francis and
" manner, faid the king, I (hall certainly Renée of Anjou, at that time feven and
" '.mt him always in the field." Perefixe, twenty years old. Henry III. took the

ibid. 2. The fame pope, after the battle government of Bretagne from him, with-

of Arques, applied thefe words to Henry out any caufe, to beltow it on the duke of
IV. Super aipidem & bafilifcum ambula- Mercceur. He foon had reafon to repent

bis, & concukabis leoncm, & draconem : of it.

by
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1589. by which the duke of Ma'ienne might have been able to affift this great
v-"~v —

' city ; for that general, alarmed by the king's march, had alio come near

Paris by the oppolite fide, that he might not meet the king. Henry,

therefore, gave the neceffary orders for attacking all the fuburbs at the

fame time: that of St. Germain fell to monfieurd'Aumont, deChatillon,

and me. As foon as the fignal was given, we fell upon this fuburbj and
having, tho' an immenfe, yet a confufed and terrified multitude to op-

pofe, we hemmed two large bodies of foldiers within the enclofure of

the market of St. Germain; and there, in a lefs fpace than two hundred

paces, we left four hundred of them in a moment dead upon the place.

I could hardly prevail upon myfelf to kill men already more than half

dead with fear; but putting them out of a condition to reiift us, we
palled, and advanced as far as the gate of Neile : fifteen or twenty of us

entered the city ; but perceiving that our men did not follow us, we
turned back : an order from the king to give over the attack was the

cauie of their abandoning us. The perfon whom he had fent to demo-
• lifh the bridge * of St. Maixance had performed this commiffion fo ill,

that the duke of Ma'ienne appeared within light of Paris with his whole

army, at the fame moment that we entered it.

The king was now convinced that his enterprize was no longer

practicable, and that although we fhould make ourfelves mafter of

the city, which on our fide would infallibly have happened, an army
thus difperfed in a city of fuch va ft extent as Paris, would have

been in danger of being overpowered -, having fuch an infinite num-
ber of people to oppofe within, and an army without to fight pgainft,

which would either enter with us, or keep us befieged there. It was
thus that this prince, tempering fo happily courage with prudence,

never fuffered his ardor in battle to hinder him from following the

calmer dictates of wifdom. He was fatisfied with throwing terror in-

to the very heart of that city that dared to defpife him, and giving it

to know what it had to expect from him. Part of the fuburbs was
pillaged: our ibldiers leaving nothing in that of St. Germain

-f,
that they

* De Thou obferves, that the guard of inclofcd in a quill, and held in his mouth,
this bridge was given to William de Mont- They did not carry it for want of cannon
morency, lord of Thoré ; but being in- to beat down the gates. Matthieu, vol. li.

dilpofed at Senli.s, he could not defend it. book i. p. 17. Caret, vol. I. p. 270.
Book xcvii. It was attacked on All-faints f " The fieurs de Châtillon, and la

dav, upon advice fent by James Corbinelly, " Noue," fays le Grain, book v. " af-

a Florentine gentleman, to Henry IV. in " faulted the fuburbs of St. Germain,
thefe three words, Come, come, come, " Buffy and Neffe, which were richer and

written on a bit of paper, which the bearer " more magnificent thaîi the others, and

could
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could conveniently carry away. I had for my fhare three thoufand

crowns, and all my men made very confiderable booty.

Two days after, the king went to Eftampes; and refuming his fini In Beaucc.

defign of mewing himfelf in the heart of the kingdom, went towards

Tours, and in a mort time took a great many little towns in Tou-
raine *, Anjou, Maine, and Lower Normandy. He left fome troops

with the maréchal de Biron, who took Evrcux, without cannon. I 1590.

drove the catholics from Anfreville. The king gave me all the coun- <—"V—

'

tries about Mante and Rofne to preferve, with a fmall body of troop?,

with which I narrowly miffed feizing the duke d'Aumale, as he palled

by Rofny. Afterwards I joined the maréchal Biron, at thefiege of Ev-
reux. I cannot give a more circumftantial account of actions of little

importance, and muft even iupprefs the greateff, part of them, as.it is

neither poflible, nor neceffary, to relate at length fails in themièlves

£0 inconfiderable.

I forewarn the public therefore to expect in thefe Memoirs a

detail only of important events ; fuch as I have been a witnefs to, or

what regards the king himfelf; and if I Ihould add any others, they

will be thofe, the truth of which I can warrant from the authenti-

city of thofe memoirs which have fallen into my hands. As for the

reft, it will be furficient jull to point them out, that the reader may
from thence form an idea of the condition, and affairs of Henry the.

Great, in different periods of time. It was to relieve my memory, that

I at firlt committed fuch particulars as mofr. {truck me, to paper; efpe-

cially thofe converfations I had with the king, or he with others, ei-

ther upon war, or politics, which I apprehended might be of great

ufe to me. This prince, who perceived it by my fometimes repeat-

ing exactly what had fallen from him on thefe fubjeevs, commanded
me to put my work in fome order, and to enlarge it. I found Tome

" where they expected to find molt re- " his father."
" fitrance, as well upon account of the * Alençon, le Mans, Chàteau-Briant,
" fine houfes that were in the fuburb St. Sablé, Chàteau-Gontier, Maïenne, Lava!,
" Germain, which makes its value equal Argentan, Falaife, Lifieux, Baïeux, l\>n-
" to the fécond city in France, as the teau de Mer, Pont l'Evêque, Honneur,
" abbey St. Germain, which was fortified. Havre-de-Grace, Donfront, &c. Dc Thou,
•* Chàtillon made it appear that he re- book xcvii. D'Aubigne, vol. 111. book iih

" membered St. Bartholomew's day, and chap. 4, &c. See alio the Memoirs of the
" was refolved to expiate the murder, league, and particular accounts of ;

" and appeafe the manes of the admiral expeditions printed at that time.

Vol. I. U dilli-
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In the ifle of

Frai.ce.

difficulty in obeying him, for my ftyle was none of the beft ; and I

would gladly have been excui'ed, but upon repeated commands from

his majeily, and his promife to correct it with his own hand, I renam-

ed and continued this work with more affiduity. Such was the rife of

thefe Memoirs. But to return to my fubjecl.

The army of the league fitting down before Pontoife, took it, and

afterwards laid fiege to Meulan. As I looked upon this place to be

of great importance to the king, I endeavoured by all the methods I

could think of, to fupply it with powder *, and to introduce lbme

perfon into it on whom I could depend, to prevail upon the befieged

to hold out till amftance, which was very near, arrived. And this I

performed by making a man fwim over to it; and in the mean time fent

to inform the king of what had paffed, and to demand fupplies. My
repeated inftances determined this prince to come thither himfelf ; but

it was with great unwillingnefs that he left other places where his pre--

fence was no lefs necelfary. " Your importunity brings me to the af-

" iirtance of Meulan." Thus he wrote to me. " If any thing un-
" fortunate fhould happen, I (hall never ceafe to reproach you." It

would indeed have appeared very furprizing to me, if no misfortune

had happened; for this prince leaving all his infantry before Honfleur,

brought with him fo fmall a number, that it was impoffible for him to-

fuftain the attack of a whole army which then preft Meulan, and would

not fail to fall upon him as icon as it was known how ill he was at-

tended.

In Perche.

Upon the ri-

ver of Eure,

bifhopric of

Evreux.

This I took the liberty to reprefent to him; and, in effecT:, he had

no fooner left Verneuil to proceed to Ivry, than going out to recon-

noitre, I faw the whole army of the league, which was no doubt in-

formed of his march, making directly towards him, which obliged him
to turn back to Verneuil. It was not ufual for this prince to give ground

before his enemies, nor did he now without great regret. In the

firft tranfports of his rage, he reproached me as the caufe of his fuffer-

ing this affront, and with being lefs folicitous for his reputation, by

calling him thither, than careful to preferve my lands from pillage. It

Avas not difficult for me to juftify myfelf; and this prince, who com-
prehended the importance of fuch a place as Meulan, gave orders for

all his army to join him.

* The duke of Sully is mentioned with

diftinction, in the relation of this fiege, by
de Thou, book xcviii. and father Mat-
thieu, vol. II. p. 22,

This
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This produced the effect wliich I had promifed myfelf. The

enemies feeing die army on its march, drew their cannon on this iide

the river, and without wholly railing the liege, abandoned the care

of it, to guard againft furprizes.

I sent the king advice of this proceeding, and he thought it

neceflary to haften his march, to prevent any accident which might oc-

caiion the lofs of Meulan, and fent me the fcouts of his army, that

while I waited for his arrival, I might be able to give the beliegers

fome trouble. He came loon after, and entered the fort, where be-

ing delirous of obferving the enemy's army *, he climbed up, with fome

of us, into the belfrey. The hcfiegers that moment directing a battery

againft this belfrey, demolished the ftaircale, and obliged the king,

and all of us that were with him, to come down with the help of a

cord, and a flick palfed between our legs. The king, to pay them
in the fame coin, ordered four pieces of cannon to be raifed in this

place: which was contrary to my opinion; for I forefaw that the

enemies would quickly difmount them, which really happened before

we could derive the lead: advantage from them, and the beliegers

fired there fo furioufly all day, that we were not able to remove thele

four pieces till night. The enemies, who took care to have the river

between them and the king, made a terrible attack on the bridge on

that fide ; but this was their lait effort. The king porting himfelf

at Orgreux, they were afraid of being overcome, and fuddenly de-

camped.

The marquis of Alegre had better fuccefs, and feized Rouen for Chriftopher

the league. I received the news of it at Rofhy. The king, whofe d
'

Aleg re >

whole attention it had been to hinder the reduction of this place,
^jforsl

marched inllantly to Rouen ; but upon his arrival at Gaillon he learnt

that the misfortune was without remedy. In revenge he went to befiege

Dreux, after putting me in garrifon in Pally. The duke of Ma'ienne, i„ thebi-

who had been juft reinforced with the whole Spanifh army, pafîèd the fhopric of

river, and fpread his troops all round Mante and Rofhy, with a refolu-
*-vreux.

tion to raife this fiege. The vanguard of this army, which was con-

ducted by one of my relations, named Rofhy, hud orders from the

general to poffefs himfelf of Paffy in his way. I gave the king

" * As Henry IV. was afcending the " pafTed through his legs." Matthieu,
" belfrey of St. Nicaifc, a cannon-ball ibid. 24.

U 2 notice
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1590. notice of his approach, who replied only, that I might do as I pleafed.
—*"v~—' I refolved, therefore, to defend myfelf ; and although moniieur de

Rofny wrote to me, reprefenting to me, that it would be rafhnefs to

ffcffer myfelf to be ftormed in a place that had not even walls, and

offered me very advantageous conditions *, yet he could gain nothing

upon me.

I thanked him for his falie complaifance, and, in the night,

caufed a ditch to be dug, which might in fome degree ferve the gar-

rifon for a fhelter. Luckily the enemy had no defign to wafte time

in fo inconfiderable a fiege, and wanted only to feize the place. As
they pafled next morning, the noife of the baggage gave me to un-

derstand, that the army had purfued its rout, which drew me out of

great perplexity. During the night, which I fpent entirely in fortify-

ing Pally, I thought I faw diitinctly two armies fighting in the air -j-.

I know not whether this objecl was real, or only an illufion, but it

made fuch an impremon on my mind, that I was not furprized at

reading a letter next day from the king, wherein he informed me,

that the duke of Ma'ienne's army, joined to the Spaniards, had ap-

proached with a defign to offer him battle ; that he had waited for it

till the evening of that day on which he wrote to me, but that the

whole day had been paffed in fkirmifhing, making lodgments, and fe-

curing advantages, and that the general aftion was put off till the

next. His letter concluded with thefe words, ** I conjure you then

" to come, and bring with you as many of the forces as you can,

* Father Matthieu mentions this facl

exactly in the fame manner as it is here;

he even relates the duke of Sully's reply,

in the very words he jnade ufe of. " Here
*' is the king ready to give battle ; tell the
" duke of Maïenne, that he is now rec-

" koning upon winning it; and then I

" will confider whether I am to lofe it."

The only difference between them is,

that this officer of the enemy's, who is

here called Rofny, and, a relation of the

baron de Rofny, was, according to Mat-
thieu, the baron dc Rofne, one of the ge-

neral officers of the league : however, to

thofe who read the Memoirs of Sully, it

would feem impofllble for the error to be

on his fide. Compare the two writers,

Gt'cono»iies Royales, &c. vol. I. p. 71. and

Matthieu's hiftory, vol. II. bo-k i. p. 25.

f Davila, who alfo takes notice of this

phenomenon, book xi. defcribes it in this

manner: " The thunder and lightning,

" fometimes mingled with horrid dark-
" nefs, added to their terrors ; and fuch a

" flood of rain poured fuddenly down,
" that the whole army was alarmed. A
" prodigious apparition, which appeared
" in the iky as foon as it had ceafed to

" rain, increafed the general difmay; for

" during the noife of the thunder, at

" which the boldeft amongft them trem-
" bled, two great armies were diftinclly

" feen in the air, that after continuing fome
" time engaged in fight, difappeared, co-
" vered with a thick cloud; fo that the

" event of the battle was not feen."

" parti-
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" particularly your own company, and the two companies of Badit 1590.
" and James's horfe-arquebufiers ; for I know them, and am reiblved ^-—-v~—

'

" to make ufe of them upon this occafion."

I was fenfible that, without extraordinary difpatch, I mould arrive

too late for the battle with thefe companies, which I forefaw the

king would be in great need of, as he was much inferior in numbers

to the enemy. I therefore loft not a moment, and was fortunate

enough to arrive an hour and a half before the battle began. The
king ordered me to make my company pafs to the right wing, where

his own fquadron was, to which he joined it ; and making the two

companies of arquebuliers difmount, fent their horfes amongft the

baggage, defigning to make ufe of them as the forlorn hope. After

this, he bid me follow him to view the difpofition of the two armies,

" in order, added he, that you may learn your trade." He had no

fooner placed himfelf at the head of his fquadron *, than the trumpets

founded the charge.

I shall not here encroach upon the hiftorian's right; I leave it

to them to relate all the particulars of this battle, and (hall confine

myfelf only to what I was an eye-witnefs of. It is fufficient to fay

that, upon this occafion, what gave the viâory to the weaker party,

was the valour of the maréchal d'Aumont, who prevented the entire

defeat of the light horfe, as allbthe great difference between the enemy's

manner of uiing their artillery, and ours; and above all, the uncom-
mon abilities of the king, which were never fo perfectly known as in

the day of battle, in the difpofition of his troops, rallying them, their

difcipline, and their exacT: and ready obedience.

* " My companions" faid he, addref- " feathers always in view; there you will

fmg himfelf to his fquadron, " if to-day " find the road to vidory and glory."

" you run my fortune, I alfo run yours. " Perefixe, ibid. 2d part. "They loft fight

" 1 am refolved to die, or conquer with " of him in the battle, where, accompa-
" you; keep your ranks, I befeech you, " nied only by twelve or thirteen pcrfons,

" and if you fliould quit them in the heat " he was furrounded by the enemy. He
" of the battle, rally immediately; which " killed the count of Egmont's equery
" will be gaining the victory: you will " with his own hand. Wc muft ufe our
" do it between thofe three trees which " piftols, faid he to his troop; the more
" you fee up there on the right: and, if " men the more glory." Matthieu, vol. II»

.

you mould lofe fight of your ftandarJs book i. p. 26, &c>

and colours, keep my white plume of

I;
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1590. It is certain the duke of Ma'ienne, and the count of Egmont, who
t-—"V"—J were at the head of the Spaniards, imagined that if the king ventured

to wait for them, the victory would be theirs ; and that, if he yielded,

or gave ground before them, as they expected, they depended upon

nothing lefs than forcing him out of whatever place he ihould retreat

to j and thus finifh the war by a fingle blow. With fuch difpofitions,

what muft be the confequence ? I lay nothing of the generals, who
alone are worth many thoufand men. The ftronger party never

makes ufe of thofe precautions that are neceffary againft an enemy of

equal ftrength ; and the weaker never forms a refolution to defend it-

felf againft a more numerous army, without determining likewife to

fupply, by valour and addrefs, the deficiency of numbers. Danger,

which inipires a courage animated by glory and difficulties, reduces

both fides to a kind of equality.

The king's fquadron *, where I was, had the attacks of the count

of Egmont to fuftain, who fell upon us with his own fquadron, and

another of a thoufand, or twelve hundred German horfe. It is true,

the Germans, who profeft the fame religion as our foldiers did, fired

their pieces into the air. But the count of Egmont behaved like a man
who was refolved to conquer. He charged us with fuch fury, that

notwithftanding the defertion of the Germans, after a terrible fire,

and an encounter which lafted a full quarter of an hour, the earth

* See upon this action de Thou, book about in retreating. It appears, that the

xcviii. D'Aubigné, vol. III. book iii. ch. Cavalry only fought there; and, ifwebe-

3. Le Grain, book v. The Memoirs of lieve le Grain, twelve hundred horfe de-

the league. Father Matthieu, idem. The feated an army of twenty thoufand men.
Chron. Novenn. of Cayet, vol. II. fol. But here is a little exaggeration. The
327. and an account printed in 1590, king's army was compofed of about two
and others. thoufand cavalry, and fix or feven thoufand

De Thou and Cayet obferve, that Hen- infantry ; and the league's confifted of five

ry the lVth's artillery had fired nine times thoufand horfe, and eight thoufand foot,

before the duke of Mai'enne's began ; they The count of Egmont, who had boalted

. alfo blame the duke for having difpofed his that his fquadron alone was fufficient to

armyin the form of acrefcent, like Henry's, fubdue the royal army, was (lain in the

when, being foperior in number, he ought fight. He was the fon of l'Amoral d'Eg-

to have given it the form of a triangle. mont, who was beheaded at Bmflels with

According to Matthieu, Henry IV. was the count of Home. It is laid, tli.it when
guilty of a great fault, in not beginning the he came to Paris, the perfon who compli-

battle, bv falling upon the light horfe com- nunied him, mixed in his difeourfe fome

. manded by du Terrai], and upon the duke pi ailes of l'Amoral his father, " Do net

of Mai'enne's body, who, having advanc- " mention him," he replied; " he was

ed too far, was obliged to go half a league " a rebel, and deferved to die."

was
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was covered with dead bodies. Our fquadron fled on the left, and on 1590.
the right they were broke and gave ground. At the firft onfet, my V——y—
horfe was wounded in the noftrils, and in the neck at a fécond, where
the faddle did not reach, and a third quite overpowered him, and car-

ried away two of his feet, and a piece of fleih off the calf of my leg.

I received another wound in my hand. A piffol ihot gave me a third

more considerable ; the ball entered my hip, and came out near my
belly. I mould certainly have been killed, if my equery had not

flown to my afliftance with another horfe, upon which I mounted,

though with great difficulty. This inftance of affection drew a great

many wounds upon poor Maignan, and had like to have coil: him,

his life.

Ara fécond charge, this horfe was likewife llain, and in the fame

moment I received a piilol-fhot in the thigh, and a cut with a fword

on the head. I fell to the earth, and with my fenfes loft all the re-

maining part of the action, which from the advantage the count of

Egmont had already gained, boded no good to us. All I know is,

that a long time after, recovering my fenfes, I faw neither enemies,

nor any of my domeftics, near me, whom terror, and the difbrder,

had dilperfed -, another prelage which appeared to me no left unfa-

vourable.

I retired without a head-piece, and almoft without armour, for

in the battle mine had been battered to pieces. In this condition I

faw a trooper of the enemy's running towards me, with an intention

to take away my life By good fortune I found myfelf near a pear-

tree, to which I crept, and with that little motion I was ftill able to

exert, made fuch good ufe of the branches, which were extremely

low, that I evaded all my adverfary's attempts, and kept him at a dis-

tance, who being weary with turning round the tree, at laft quitted

me. Feuquieres had not the like good fortune ; he was killed that

moment before my eyes. Juft then la Rocheforêt (who has fince

been with me) paflîng by, I afked him for a little nag which he was
leading, and paid him for it upon the fpot thirty crowns. It was al-

ways my opinion, that on fuch occafions, it is proper to carry a little

money about one.

Thus mounted, I was going to learn news of the battle, when I

faw feven of the enemy approach, one of whom carried the white

2 ftan-
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1590. ftandard belonging to the duke of Ma'ienne's company. I thought it

'—-V"-—' impoflïble to efcape this new danger, and upon their crying, " Qui
" vive ?" I told my name, as being ready to furrender myfelf a pri-

foner. But how was I aftonifhed, when inftead of attacking me, I

found four of thefe perfons intreating me to receive them for prifoners,

and to fave their lives ; and while they ranged themfelves about me,
appear rejoiced at this meeting! I granted their requeft : and it feem-

ed fo furprizing to me, that four men unhurt, and well armed, mould
furrender themfelves to a fingle man, difarmed, covered with his own
blood, mounted upon a little paltry nag, and fcarce able to fupport

himfelf, that I was tempted to take all I faw for an illufion. But
I was foon convinced of the truth of it. My prifoners (fince they

would be fo) made themfelves known for moniteurs de Châtaigne-

raie *, de Sigogne, de Chanteloup. and d'Aufreville. They told me,
that the duke of Maïenne had loft the battle ; that the king was
that inftant in purfuit of the vanquifhed, which had obliged them
to furrender, for fear of falling into worfe hands, their horfes not

being in a condition to carry them out of danger ; at the fame time

Sigogne, in token of furrender, preiented me with the white ftan-

Charles of dard. The three others, who were the duke of Nemours, the cheva-
Savoyduke j-er d'Aumale, and Tremont, rot feeming inclined to furrender, I

' endeavoured to perfuade them to do Co, but in vain. After recom-

mending their companions to me, feeing a body of the victors ad-

vance, they rode away, and ihewed me that their horfes were ftill

vigorous enough to bear them from their enemies.

I advanced with my prifoners towards a battalion of Swifs,

and meeting one of the king's chief pages, I gave him the ftandard

to carry, it being too weighty a burthen for me. I then faw more
plainly the marks of our victory. The field was full of the fugitive

leaguers and Spaniards, and the victorious army -j- of the king pur-

* John de Vivonne, lord of Châtai- in fcver.il places, of which he died. Mat-
gnaire. Charles de Beaufoncle, lord of thieu, ibid.

Sigogne, cornet of the duke of Mai- t" The king cried, Spare the French,

cnne's company. The hiftorians take " and fall upon the foreigners." Perefixe,

notice of the prifoners monfieur de Rolny ibid, part 2d. " Henry," fays the author

took in this encounter, and the wounds of the Henriade, " owed this victory to

he received to the number of feven. It " tiie fuperiority of his fkiil and valour,

was for fome time believed, that Henry IV. " But he confeifed that Maïenne had per-

was (Iain. What gave rife to this falfe re- " formed all the duties of a great general ;

port wà: the marquis of Nefle, who was " he had no fault," laid lie, " but in the

ft like the king, being ken " caufe he fupported." The duke of

fiirrounded by the enemy, and wounded Maïenne would have been taken, but for

fuing
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fuing, and fcattering the reft of the larger bodies, had difpericd, and 1590.

were again drawing together. The Svvifs ibldiers of the two armies, u—-y~-

meeting, bullied each other with their pikes lowered, without ftrik-

ing a blow, or making any other motion.

The white ftandard embroidered with black flowers- de-luce, was

known by every one to be that of the Guiles, which they bore in me-
mory, and through horror, of the àflaffination of Blois, and drew great

numbers to it, as to a prey equally rich and honourable. The black vel-

vet coats of my priioners, which were covered with filver cfoffes,

glittered from afar in the field. The firft who lîew to feize them,

were meftieurs de Cambrai, de l'Archant, du Rollet, de Crevecceur,

de Palcheux, and de Braffeule, who were joined by the count de

Torigny. I advanced towards them, and fuppofing they would not

know my face, disfigured by blood and duft, I named myfelf. The
count de Torigny no iboner knew la Châtaigneraie, who was his

relation, than judging that, in the condition he faw me, I mould
not be able to preierve my priioners from infult, he intreated me to

give Châtigneraie to his care, for whom he would be anfwerable. I

I readily granted his requeft, yet it was with regret that I faw him
go away. What Torigny did through a principle of friendship had a

fatal confequence for the unhappy Châtaigneraie. Some moments
after he was known by three men belonging to d'O's company, who
had been guard to Henry III. Thefe men levelling their pieces at

him, (hot him dead, cryi»g, " 'Sdeath! thou traytor to thy king,

" whom thou haft murdered, and triumphed in the deed."

I might have made the count of Torigny pay this prifoner's

ranfom, and I was advifed by feveral perfons to do fo ; but I could

not refolve to add this new caufe of affliction to what he already felt for

the death of a man, with whom I had myfelf been well acquainted.

I soon faw myfelf furrounded by many perfons, amongft whom
there was not one that did not envy my good fortune. D'Andelot *

his precaution in breaking the bridge of and about twenty gentlemen were killed.

he fled. But by that means lie ex- This battle « Dreux
the German horfe and foot to be and Nonancourt, al 1 of Si.

flaughtered there, twelve hundred ofwhich André and Foucraini

illed upon the fpot; a like number ( Charles d '
quis d'An-

h infantry, and a thoufand horfe. delot, one of the admiral .

:

'

. •. e made the lofs much greater. Of fonf.

. five hundred private men,

Vol. I. X came
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came after the reft, and paffing through the croud, perceived Sigogne,

and the page who carried the ftandard. He was preparing to feize

it, believing his good fortune had preferved this prize for him, when
a report that the enemies had rallied, obliged him to go away abrupt-

ly. I had not time to draw him out of his error; for after he had

bid the page keep that ftandard for him, he fuddenly difappeared.

The news was found to be falle, and had no other foundation than

the arrival of two hundred foldiers from Picardy, which meftieurs de

Mouy * and de la Boifliere had brought to the duke of Ma'ienne.

Being now difengaged from the croud, and finding myfelf in

need of help, efpecially for the wound in my hip, by which I loft a

Bertrand de great deal of blood, I advanced with my prize to the head of Vig-
Vignoles. noles' regiment, which had behaved bravely in the battle. Here fear-

ing no further furprize, I afked for a furgeon to bind up my wound,

and defired fome wine to prevent fainting, which I found coming

upon me. My ftrength being a little renewed, I got to Anet, the

keeper of which gave me an apartment, where I caufed the firft dref-

fing to be put on my wounds in the prefence of the maréchal Biron,

who fpent a few moments there after my arrival, and took fome re-

freftiment in my chamber. He was conducting the corps de referve,

which he commanded, to the king, who, without flopping after

his victory, had pafled the river of Eure, in purfuit of the enemies ;

and, as I was told, took at laft the road to Roihy, where he lay the

fame night -j-.

After the maréchal Biron was gone, d'Andelot arrived at Anet,

full of refentment againft me for taking away his prize ; for fo he

thought it. He entered my chamber, attended by five or fix armed

* Charles d'Humieres. The vol. of ma- " ferved him fowell at his nuptials, mould

nufcripts in the king's library,marked 8930, " fhare the feaft." Perefixe, ibid. 2d part.

is filled with his great a&ions. Charles, Monfieur dc Perefixe, in the fame place,

marquis de Mouy, or Moy. Chriftopher relates another circumftance, which does

de Lanoy de Boifliere, governor of Corbie. honour to the king. " He remembered

f " That night he flipped at the caftle " that, the evening before the battle, he
" ofRofny. Being informed that the ma- " had u fed fome h:\rfh exprcflions to co-
" rechal d'Aumont was come to give him " lonel Theodoric Schomberg, who had
" an account of what he had done, he " afked him for money, and told him in a

" rofe up to meet him, and embracing " paffion, that it was not acting like a

" him affectionately, made him fit down " man of honour to demand money, when
" at his table, with thefe obliging words, " he came to take orders for fighting. He
" that it was but juft, that he who had " afterwards went to him, when he was

men,
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men, and with an air equally fierce and infulting, demanded an ex- 1590.

planation, or rather fought to do himfelf juftice ; for perceiving the v-""~v —

white Standard, which, with that belonging to my company, had

been placed at the head of my bed, he would have taken poflelfion of

it by force, without attending to what I faid. I changed my tone

immediately, and high words paffed between us. In the condition

wherein I was, I could do no more. But he fpeaking with fury, and

making ufe of threats, the noife drew fifteen or twenty of my troop-

ers into the chamber, at the fight of whom d'Andelot retraining

his rage, went out, commanding Sigogne to follow him, which he

refufed, and endeavoured, but in vain, to make him comprehend the

injufUce of his prétendons.

The next morning I caufed myfelf to be carried by water to

Paify, with an intention to go to Rofny, to finifli my cure. On my
arrival, I learned that part of the foldiers in my train, and my valets,

with all my baggage, had retired thither, not knowing what was be-

come of me, and intimidated by a report which was fpread, that the

king had loft the battle. Being apprehenfive of the reproaches I might
make them, they kept themfelves concealed. I caufed them to be

fought for, but they were fo much afhamed of their cowardice, that

the following night they fled away on foot; nor have I iince been ever

able to get any intelligence of them. They left all my baggage be-

hind them, with four of their own horfes, which I ordered to be

fold, and distributed the money amongft their wounded companions.

As I was not in a condition to mount a horfe, I ordered a kind

of litter, compoled of the branches of trees, with the bark ftill on>

and the hoops of fome veflels, to be made for me in hafte, and tra-

" ranging his troops in order, and faid, " life; for after this I fhould be unwor-
" Colonel, we arc now upon the point; " thy of your favour, if I did not li

" perhaps I fhall never go from this place, " fice it to-day for your fervice. fflhad
"

it is not juft that I fhould deprive a " a thoufand fives, I would lay th
1

" brave gentleman as you are of your ho- " at your feet. In fo£&, he was killed
" nour-, J come therefore to declare, that " upon this ocdafion." Ibid.
"

I know you to be an honeft man, and The maréchal Biron, who at the
'

" incapable of committing a bafe aclion. of the corps de' refervé, had greatly con-
" Say+ng this, he embraced him with tribirted towards this victory, Mû to 1

" great affection. The colonel, fenfibly ry IV. " Sire, you have performed what
I with this behaviour, replied, with " Biron fhould, and Biron has done

" tears in his eyes, Ah! Sire, in rcftoring " which the king ought to ha

to me my honour, you take away my
X 2
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veiled by Beurons, to avoid the afcents and declivities of Rougevoie,

and Châtiilon,

Maignan, who was a youth of a lively imagination, thought

proper to give this march the air of a little triumph. Two of the

grooms of my liable were at the head of this train, each leading one

of my fineft horfes; they were followed by my pages, one of whom
rode on my horfe, the lame who having received three wounds in the

battle, and being thrown to the ground by a fourth, got up again

without a laddie, and running about the field, was fortunately known
by three of my arquebuliers. This page carried my cuirafs, and the

duke of Ma'ienne's ftandard, the other bore my bracelets, and my hel-

met, lb bruifed, that it was no longer of any ufe. My equery, the

contriver of this diverting {bene, marched next, with his head bound
up, and his arm in a fcarf : he was followed by Moreines, my valet

de chambre, dreft in my coat of orange-coloured velvet, with thin

plates of filver, and mounted upon my Englilb. nag, holding in his

hand, as a trophy, a bundle of the fhivers of my piftols, the broken

pieces of my fwords, and the tattered remains of my plume of fea-

thers. The litter in which I lay came next, covered only with a

cloth, upon which they had hung the black velvet coats of my pri-

foners, with their plumes, and pieces of their piftols and fwords at the

four corners. The prifoners themfelves followed my litter, and pre-

ceded the reft of my domeftics ; after whom, ranged in order, came

my own company of foldiers, and the march was doled with James's

and Badet's two companies of arquebuliers. They had fuffered fo

much in the battle, that there was not one of them who had not his

head bound up, and his arm in a fcarf, and fome of thefe brave fol-

diers were even obliged to be carried by their companions.

When we came near Beurons, we perceived all the plain covered

with horfes and dogs ; and the king himfelf, who, after a flight repaft,

had returned from Rofny to Mante, and was hunting there in my
warren. This ftiew feemed to pleafe him ; he thought it very happi-

ly difpofed, and fmiled at the vanity of Maignan, who had the ho-

nour of being known to this prince, ever fince his father, who was a

very brave man, had made himfelf remarkable at the taking of Eaufe.

The king approached my litter, and in the light of his whole train,

difdained not to give me fuch pi oofs of tendernefs and concern, as (if

I may be allowed the expreftion) one friend would do to another. I

could not exprefs my gratitude by throwing myfelf at his feet, but I

allured



Book III. M E M O I R S O F S U L L Y. 157

allured him, and with truth, that I would gladly fuffer a thoufand 1 590.

times more for his fervice. He required, with an obliging lblicitude, *——v——

'

whether all my wounds were of luch a nature, that I might hope to

be cured without mutilating any part of my body, which he thought

almolt impoffible, knowing that I had been thrown down fenlelefs,

and trampled under the horfes feet. When he was convinced that 1

had nothing to fear, he cart himfelf on my neck, and turning to the

princes and noblemen who followed him, he faid aloud, that he ho-

noured me with the title of a true and honeft knight, a title which he

faid, he thought fuperior to that of a knight-companion of his orders.

Being apprehenfive that I fhould hurt myfelf by fpeaking too much,

he put an end to this agreeable converfation with his ulual protefta-

tion, that I fhould fliare in whatever good fortune heaven fhould fend

him; and, leaving me, faid, " Farewel, my friend, take care of you r-

" felf, and, depend upon it, you have a good mafter." There are

princes who are capable of gratitude, but this quality is feldom increaf-

ed, or even kept, in fuccefs.

MEMOIRS
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THE fame day that the king gained the battle of Ivry, his party

alfo prevailed in Auvergne *, where Randan commanded the

troops of the league ; but fortune, as it mould leem, when fhe gave

this prince fuccefs fufficient to put him in poffeffion of feveral crowns,

took pleafure, at the fame time, in producing circumftances which
hindered the effect, and left him no other fruit of his victories than

the fole glory of having conquered. After the battle of Ivry, terror

and confternation feized the whole party of the league, fo that it feem-

ed hardly pofhble for the king, who was now refolved to let flip none

of his advantages, to have failed of drawing very great ones from the

prefcnt pofture of his affairs. Nor did he expect to have feen diem
raviflied from him by a general mutiny in his army, particularly of the

Swifs, who refufed to advance a flep farther, till they were paid thofe

fums the king owed them.

This prince had then neither money ncr means in readinefs to

recover any. He came to Mante, to demand fome of the fuperinten-

* At Iflbire. Se: an account of it in Lewis de la Rochefouc ;irlt, ount of

Cayet, ibid. 32g. De Thou, &c. John Randan.

2 dant
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dant of the finances. This man, who fecretly ha^ed the king, and 1590.

beheld his fuccefs with grief, took pleafure in adding to his perplexities, *—*^ —

'

and had but one anfwer to make to all his iblicitations. h\ this time

of confufion, when the royal treafure became a prey to the firlt pol-

leifor, the finances were very difficult to manage, and the king's re-

venues fcarce fufficient to fatisfy the avarice of the receivers, which ge-

nerally increafed with public milery. Henry wanted that abfolute au-

thority, which alone was able to check them, and ltill more the

means of convicting them of any mifdemeanor; for he had not the

flighteft knowledge of the affairs of the finances. Notwithstanding

this, he entered into a detail which became neceifary for him, and

obliged * d'O to deliver up certain fums, which it was not difficult

to fee had paffed through his hands. Thefe fums he made ufe of to

pacify his foldiers; but this affair took up at leaft five days, during

which the king could not leave Mante, and confequently derive no

advantage from his victory. I remember to have heard this prince de-

clare, that he now, for the firft. time in his whole life, law himlelf in

a fituation to convert his délires into defigns: " for I have often had
" délires, faid he, but never found a fit opportunity to form deiigns."

He gave the fame lignification to this laft term that all wife men do;

a lcheme, the fuccefs of which is fecured by reflection and prudence:

and it is in this fenfe which every one wiffies to take what feems right

in his own opinion, without prejudice to any other perfon; but it is

fools only who raihly engage in deiigns, without any appearance of fuc-

eeeding in them.

During his ftay at Mante, d'Andelot went to him to complain ot

me, and this prince gave h imfelf the. trouble to come to Rofny, that

he might hear us both. D'Andelot was there generally condemned, and .

the raillery his ridiculous claim drew upon him from the principal offi-

cers, made fuch an impreffion on his mind, that he went over to the

party of the league. I did not think the fame juftice was done to me
with regard to the government of Mante, the taking of which was al-

moft the only confequence of the battle of Ivry. The king, ofwhom I

requeued this poll:, beftowed it on a catholic -j-, at which I made
loud complaints. I confefs, to my confufion, that if I had ferioufly con-

lidered the fituation the king was then in, every moment upon the

point of being abandoned by the foreigners for want of payment, and

* Francis d'O, lord d'O, de Maillcbois, Paris, and ifle of France. He will be men.-

and de Frefne, mailer of the wardrobe to tioncd hereafter.

Henry II J. firft gentleman of the chamber, + This government was given to mon-
fuperintendant of the finances, governor of fieur dc Rofny 's youngeft brother.

thofe
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thofe catholics that were in his fervice, ready to feize the flighted oc-

cafion of difguft for a pretence to quit him, I mould not have mur-
mured, that he granted to a catholic, who had but little affection to his

perfon, what he refilled to a faithful fervant. There was more great-

nefs of mind in being fatisfied with the friendship of this prince, inde-

pendent of its effects, than in receiving favours, which were dete-

mined by policy, and the neceffity of the time.

All obftacles being removed, the king advanced with his troops,

took Dreux, and marched towards Sens, which he expected to have

in rrendered through the correfpondence he held within the city; but

this failed, and Henry, unwilling to come fo far in vain, and being be-

tides informed that the place was dertitute of ammunition, he under-

took the fiege of it. It was not long before he found himfelf, through

the* malice of his fecret enemies, in a general want of all things necef-

fary to finifh this enterprise, and was therefore obliged to abandon it.

To efface the fhame, he gave out, that he raifed this liege, in order to

•Cities of .the go and invert Paris itlelf, and he took his rout thither by Corbeil, Meu-
lan, Lagny, and St. Denis, which he feized in his way.

ranee.

I was not at any of thefe fieges; and my wounds were not yet half

cured, when I learnt that the king had inverted Paris; and not able

to refift the defire I had to be prefent at this expedition, I let out, with

my arm however in a fcarf, and Supported by two crutches . The king,

forgetting all my complaints, received me with his ufual goodnels, and

commanded me to ftay near his perfon. He communicated to me
the defign he had formed upon Paris, which he was refolved at the

fame time to carry into execution over all the fuburbs; in order to de-

prive the city of the fubfiftence it drew from them, fuch as fruit, vege-

tables, &c. He divided his army into ten little bodies, to equal the

number of the fuburbs he defigned to ftorm; and having made choice

of the night for the execution of his fcheme, he withdrew to the

mountain of Montmarte, that he might fend fupplies wherever there

was occaiion for them. He placed himfelf in an abbey, where he

was not only followed by the wounded, who could have no fhare in

the glory of that night, but by all the aged, and the gentlemen of the

robe and pen. He made me ftay with him at a window, from whence
he viewed the action; during which, he converfed with Du-Pleftis,

Rule, de Freine, Alibour*, and I.

Du-PIeflis-Mornay; Martin Rufc, Frefne ; his majefty's fecretarics : Alibour

I' <r6 of Beâulieu ; and Peter Forget, lord of his phyfician.

The
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The attack began at midnight, with a frightful noife of the artil-

lery, which was anfwered by that of the city. There was not one per-

fon, who did not think that this immenfe city would be deftroyed,

either by the fire of the artillery, or the mines kindled in its bowels :

never was there a fpectacle more capable of infpiring horror. Thick
clouds of fmoke, through which darted by intervals fparks of fire, or

long trains of flames, covered all that fpace of earth, which, by the

vicifTitude of light and darknefs, feemed now plunged in thick fhades

of night, and now fwallowed up in a lea of fire. The thunder of the

artillery, the claming of arms, and the cries of the combatants, added

to this object all that can be imagined terrible, which was (till increafed

by the natural horror of night. This fcene continued two wh
and was doled with the reduction of all the fuburbs, not excepting

that of St. Antoine ; although by its great extent we were obliged to

begin the attack at a conhderable diftance. They blocked up the

city-gates, lb that nothing could enter without the permilîîon of thole

who guarded them ; and the people immediately law themfelves re-

duced to an excels of mifery and lamine, which I cannot yet think of

without horror.

I must be permitted to pafs ilightly over this part ; I cannot, with

any plealure, enlarge upon lb dreadful a fubjedt. The king, naturally

companionate, was moved with the diftrefs of the Parifians : he could

not bear the thoughts of feeing this city, the empire of which was def-

tined for him by providence, become one vaft church-yard. He fecretly

permitted every thing that could contribute to its relief, and affefted not

to obferve the fupplies of provifions which the officers and loldicrs fuf-

fered to enter the city, either out of compaffion to their relations and

friends who were in it, or with a delign to make the citizens purchalè

them at a high price. Without doubt, he imagined this conduct would

gain him the hearts of the Parifians ; but he was deceived, they enjoyed

his benefits without ceafing to look upon him as the author of their

miferies, and, elated with the prince of Parma's arrival, they intuited

him, who only railed the fiege becaufe he was too much affected with

the miferies of the befieged *.

* Perefixe, Cayet, and many others are were refolded to revenge the mafl'acre ol

alfo of opinion, that the king was witheld St. Bartholomew, ;

.
v. ithin

from taking Paris by ftorm, and from Paris to the fword. "- ThedukeofNe-
yieWingtothe repeated intreatiesof his fol- " rnoui -

diers, particularly the huguenots, by his " mouths out of Paris: the king's council

havingperceived, that on this occafionthev " oppofed his granting them partage ; but

Vol. I. Y ' To



i6z MEMOIRS CF. F SULLY. Book IV,

1 590. To juftify an action, in itfelf as much blamed by the matters in the
V---Y J art of war, as praifed for its motive by hearts truly benevolent, the

king caufed it to be reported, that his defign in railing the fiege of

Paris was to go and meet the prince of Parma -j-, and by a decifive

adlion put an end to a war already too long. He made ufe of all the

precautions neceffary to fecure a iafe retreat from a city fo populous

as Paris, and commanded every one to hold themfelves in readinefs

for a general lignai ; to the end that, all the fuburbs being evacuated

in a moment, no perfon might remain at the mercy of the populace.

This retreat required great wildom and addrefs,and was happily effected

on the firft or fécond of September in the fame year ; after which the

whole army arrived at the common rendezvous, withouting meeting

with any accident.

*' the king, being informed of the dreadful

" fcarcity to which thefe miferablewretches
" were reduced, ordered that they fhould
" be allowed to pafs. I am not furprized,

" ("aid he, that the Spaniards, and the chiefs

" of the league, have no companion upon
" thefe poor people, they are only tyrants;

** as for me, I am their father and their

" king, and cannot hear the recital of their

" calamities, without being pierced to my
" inmoft foul, and ardently defiring to

" bring them relief." Perefixe, part 2d.

The cardinal de Gondy, bifhop of Paris,

hiving been Cent, during this fiege, to make
Henry proportions for peace : "I will

" not diffemble, faid he, but difcover my
«« fentiments to you freely. I am willing

'< to grant you peace, I defire it myfelf ; I

" would give one tînger to have a battle,

" and two to have a general peace. I love

" my city of Paris, I am jealous of her, I

" am deiirous of doing her fervice, and
M would grant her more favours than fhe
** demands of me ; but I would grant them
M voluntarily, and not be compelled to it

hy the kin» of Spain or the duke of
** Maienne." It may be added, that Hen-

ry IV. expected the Parifiarts would capi-

tulate before the prince of Parma's arrival.

The extremity to which this city was re-

duced, railed at once companion and hor-

for ; in the fpace of a month, 30,000 per-

fons died of hunger : mothers fed upon the

flefh of their children: by the Spanifh ara-

baflador's advice, they dug up the dead bo-

dies, and made ufe of their bones pounded,
tocompofe a kind of pafte. Thisdeteftablc

food coft the greateft part of thofe that eat

of it their lives. See a relation of this in

the hiftorians, particularly in the fécond

volume of Villeroy's Memoirs of ftate, p.

358, &c. Read alfo the fine verfes of the

Henriade upon this fubject, canto the

tenth. The Parifians owed their fafety

chiefly to the duke of Nemours ; whole
gallant defence has been lightly praifed by

our writers. The people feconded him
with an obftinate eagernefs, which had

more of fury than true courage in it. A
regiment of priefts and monks were feen.

there, Capuchins, Folietanis, Carthufians,

&c. grotefquely armed above their frocks.

This aukward regiment being eager to fa-

1 ute the legate, killed his fecretary at his fide.

The monks of St. Genevieve, St. Viiror,

the Bénédictins, the Celcftins, and Come
orders, would have no part in this military

malquerade. Cayet'sCh.Novenn. ib. 360.

f AlexandcrFarnefe,duke of Parma ami
Placentia, fon to O&avio Farnefe, and
Margaret of Aufiria, natural daughter to

Charles V. He married Mary of Portugal,,

by whom he had Rànucio Parnefe, duke
of Parma, and Odoard Farnefe» cardinal.

The
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The king * knowing that the prince of Parma was in the neigh- M9Q.
bourhood of Meaux, came and ported himlelf between this city and ,—""V"J
Paris, and made his light horfe advance as far as Claye ; where the A town bc-

two camps being fo contiguous, feveral imart encounters enfued. The tw
5
eS/*™

king, upon the maréchal Biron's reprefentations, preferred to this poft
an '

that of Chelles, and went thither contrary to his own opinion ; for he \ town be.

looked upon Clave to be a more advantageous poir, and at the fame tv"

t * ,-. 1 j t> • c t_ ' , ,- and Meaux.
time fitter to ihut up the road to Pans from the enemy s general ; tor

he had ltill views upon the city, and carried on a correspondence with-

in it, which if the prince of Parma had entered, would have fV i

him, and which it did notwithstanding. The king then took p'oiTei-

fion of a riling-ground, which on one fide prefented nothing to view

but a deep valley and a morafs, that took away all pothbility of ftftjag

in that place. The prince of Parma perceiving this, encamped on

a hill oppolite to ours. It was neither his defign nor his intercft t<>

hazard a battle, but to give us a check j his camp anfwered this pur-

pofe exactly, as he was there iheltered from any attack, and out of

the reach of the cannon. The king became fenfible of the error,

which too much complaifance for the opinion of another had drawn
him into ; when, after remaining two or three days in this polition, he

faw Lagny taken before his eyes, without having it in his power to a city of

prevent it -f. Brie "pon
the Marne.

This event, joined to his raifing the fiege of Paris, mortified him
extremely, becaufe he was fenfible that it might be concluded from

thence, that the enemy was fuperior to him in judgment, which this

* De Thou fays, that Henry IV. was to that one fault of preferring the poft of

obliged to pretend, that he only raifed the Chelles toClaye, all the honour the prince

fiege of Paris in order to go and meet the of Parma gained by obliging the king to

prince of Parma, and to give him battle
; raife the fiege of Paris, without coming to

for fear that his foldiers, whom the hopes a battle; the taking of Lagny, &c. vol. I.

of the plunder of Paris had only prevailed p. 190. vol. II. p. 466. See likewile upon

upon to ftay with him, ftiould abandon all thefe expeditions Matthieu, ibid. 53,
him. Book xcix. &c. and the other hiltorians. The prince

+ The duke of Sully is more candid than of Parma was defirous- of feeing Paris, and

the greateftpart of the hiftdrians, who will entered it incognito. " I am informed,"

notconfefs that Henry IV. committed any faid he to the duke of Maicnne, " that

fault upon this occafion. They cannot " the king of Navarre makes more ufe of

agree amongft themfelves, cither about the " boots than (hoes, and that to ruin him

raifing the (lege of Paris, or all thefe ditfe- " we muft protract the time, aiulemplnv

rent encampments. Villeroy in his Me- " delays, rather than force." Cast's
moirs mentions this circumftance in the Chron. Novenn. ibid. 390,
fame manner as Sully does ; and attributes

Y z prince
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1590. prince confidered as a matter of great importance in war. What gave
*—» * him ftill more uneafinefs was, that none were more ready to believe,

or even to fpread thefe difadvantageous reports, than the catholics of
his own army. What reliance could he have on the afTiftance of

perlons, by whom the diibbedience of his foldiers, and his want
of money, were occafioned ? and he was convinced that this difpo-

fition with regard to him was an incurable malady, which his good
or his bad fortune equally increafed. Such is the hatred that religion

is the foundation of ! and in the end, the king had a thoufand fatal

proofs of it.

He now refolved upon a very prudent meafure, and indeed the only

one that was left him. No longer perfifling in his defign of taking

Paris, which fo many circumftances concurred to ruin, he quitted his

poft at Chelles, where he ran great hazards with an army whofe inte-

refts clafhed with thofe of its leader, and fuddenly abandoning all thole

A town upon quarters, retreated to the river of Oife, and fixed at Creil ; where,
the Oife. without ceafing to harrafs the prince of Parma, he fufFered him flowly

to confume of himfelf. During this time, he made no other motions

than what ferved to hinder his army from being enervated by floth. He
InBeauvaifis laid liege to Clermont, and continued it by frequent detachments. My

company he ported in the neighbourhood of Mante, to keep the country

of Chartrain, and part of the ifle of France, in order. I obtained leave

to continue near his perfon, though I was not in a condition to do him
any very great fervices ; the wound in my hip not permitting me to fit

my horfe but with great uneafinefs, and that in my elbow took away
the ufe of one ofmy hands.

It happened as the king had forefeen : the prince of Parma boafted

of his advantage in being mafter of the field ; and that he might make
ufe of it, laid fiege to Corbeil. The king had provided this place as well

as all the other royalift towns, with whatever was neceffary to enable

them to hold out agaimt a long fiege. The enemy's general, who did

not expect this, was afionifhed at the firm refiftance of Rigaut, go-

vernor of Corbeil, whom he a long time defpaired of fubduing ; but

thinking his honour was engaged in this undertaking, he continued

his efforts, and fucceeded at lait. It was with tins only exploit, how-
ever, that the campaign ended ; he had bought it too dear to attempt a

fécond at the fame price ; and not being able to effect any thing upon
the king's army, any more than his towns, he thought the wifeft thing

he could do was to return to the Low Countries : which he did, to

the
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the extreme regret of the league, whom his prefence hud greatly 1 590.

relieved. v *~-

He judged, like an able general, that the king, who had (if the ex-

preffion may be allowed) doled his eyes upon all the advances he had

made, would open them upon his retreat ; and that this would not be

effected with the fame eafe as the reft. He was not miflaken ; but he

acted with fo much prudence, that he prevented the laft misfortune

which muff unavoidably have happened to any other. Notwithstanding

all his precautions, the king, by an infinite number of attacks and ilcir-

miihes, fometimes beat up his quarters, and brought him within an inch

of his ruin. The moft confiderable of thefe little battles, was at the

paffage over the river of Aîné. It was upon this occaiion, tbat the baron

de Biron * engaged bimftlf fo far among the enemies battalions, that ii

the king had not run thither in perfon, with as many of us as were

about him, and made a powerful effort to bring him off, he would have

loil his life there, or at lead: his liberty.

I was able to keep my rank with the reft during tins whole march

which was an excellent fchool for a foldier to learn his trade in. It

no lefs juttified the conduct the king had till then obferved, than it

did him honour by the manner in which he executed it. Laying ai

only the terms of ignominious and fhameful, which the courtiersj

to pleafe this prince, joined (in my opinion very unjuftly) to the

prince of Parma's retreat, it is certain, that the manner in which lin-

king rendered an army ulelefs, which had promifed itfelf the conqueft

of all France, his bravery in attacking a powerful enemy who re-

treated not through weaknefs, and his dexterity in feizing all advan-

tages, gave matter for admiration to perfens confummate in the art or

war, and equally (truck the eyes of the ignorant -f. The king's con-

duct upon this occaiion, gave his partifans new courage. Several

towns fubmitted, and fome catholics came over to his fide ; among
others, the duke of Nevers, who brought his troops along with him,

* Charles dc Gontaut, fort to the ma- " and butter at the gate, that he might

rechal. " not raife any fulpicion in her la-

t " Henry IV. fays father Matthieu, " ther. Afterwards mounting his horfa,
1 when he was in purfuit of the prince of " he faid, he was goin r,

irma, ftole away from Attichy, and " my, and that the fair one fhouki

cut, for the firft time, to fee the beau- " hear what he I through his

tihd Gabriella at Cceuvres. He con- " paflion for her." Vol. II. p. 59.

tented hlmfelf with eating fome bread

cither
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1 591 . either becaufehe began to l. ,
or was difgufted with the

\~--v—

-

i league.

It was not fuch allies as thefe . uied the king : I found he

dearly bought by his compliances iltance of a man, who might

have been indeed of fome ufe to bin. <>ut who, in my opinion, only

increafed the number of his fecret enemies * in the council : for thus

I cannot help calling all thofe interested catholics, who carried every

thing there with a high hand, and thought they had a right to give

laws to Henry.

Vexin.

During this prince's fray in the neighbourhood of Mante, I took

A city of Gilbrs, by means of a correfpondence, which a gentleman in my com-
pany, named Fourges, carried on with his father, who was in the place.

I did not imagine the government of this city would have been refufed

me ; but it happened in this inflance as it had done in many others.

Meflîeurs de Nevers, d'O, and other catholics, put in practice all thofe

mean artifices, which procured them favours, that ought only to have

been the rewards of merit, and prevailed upon the king to give this poll:

to one of their own religion.

I was too fincere to difTemble my thoughts of fuch injuflice ; I «hofe

to explain myfelf upon this fubject at the very time when all thefe

gentlemen might hear what I faid, and concealed nothing that lay

upon my heart. The king, who was a better politician than I was,

feemed not to be moved with my invectives againft the catholics, al-

though he fecretly agreed that I was injured, and only anfwered me
coldly, " I perceive you are heated at prefent j we will talk of this

" affair another time. I muft confefs, added he after I retired,

" that he has fome reafon for his complaints ; his temper is naturally

" fiery : however, he will never be guilty of any thing bale or
'* wicked, for he is a good man, and loves honour." In the firft

emotions of my anger, I left my company to the care of my lieute-

nant, and went to take a tour in the valley of Aillant, and to Com-

* By al! the letters that parted between When he joined this prince, their reci-

the duke of Nevers and Henry III. which procal letters fhew, that the fervices he
are at the end of the firft volume of the did Henry IV. were considerable indeed,

Memoirs that bear his name, it appears, but that he exacted a very high price for

that the duke of Nevers ferved this prince them, and that it was with difficulty Henry
effectually againft the league, but without bore with his caprice, his jealoufy, and his

any kindnefs to the king of Navarre. bad temper.

brailles,
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les, upon my wife's eftate, taking only fix gentlemen, and my do- r

: es with me. I did not expect to be employed in any military duties

i. dis journey; but while 1 was at Bontin, the count of Tonnerre* P
c"

the
r

.*« '
/T-/i i • • i i T .

conhr.es of

prevailed upon me, to allilt him in an attempt he made upon Joigny. Cham-
His defign was to force with a petard a poftern-gate, which for a long paigne, and

time before had not been opened, and through that to enter the town. p
r
«fnois -

Tonnerre, for this exploit, had only two hundred arquebufiers, which paigne,

he had got together in hafte. They followed him about two hundred theYor

fleps into the city; but here their leader fulling by a fhot from an arque-

bule, terror feized them, and they haltily retreated towards the poftern,

carrying the wounded count along with them. Their danger, or rather

their fear redoubling, they had the bafenefs to leave him upon the pave-

ment, about thirty fteps from the poftern; where he would have been

cut to pieces by the citizens, if I had not flown to his afiiftance, with
only twenty men : for notwithllanding all my endeavours, I could not

prevail upon thole cowardly lbldiers to face about. However, I refcued

Tonnerre, who took the road to Gien, of which he was governor ; after A city of

a rich I muftered up his brave troop, and refumed my way to Orleanois

Bi tin. "P°" the

Loire.

The remembrance of the king's former goodnefs to me, and an

invincible inclination, drew me back to him. I found him employed
m the fiege of Chartres

~f- ; the taking of which was principally owing
to the valour and addreis of Châtillon J. I was prevented from being

preiènt at this fiege, by an adventure the moft dangerous I was ever en-

gaged in, in my whole life ; nor have the intentions Of the authors of

it, or even their names, ever come to my knowledge.

* Francis Henry, count of Clermont J Francis de CoIJgny, fon to the admU
and Tonnerre. ral, and admiral of Guyenne. He died"

f " The mag'Srrate of this city made this year 1591, in his cattle of Louve,
" him a very long harangue ; and telling thirty years of age, leaving by Margaret
" him, that he acknowledged the city was d'Ailly de Péquigny, three fons. The cal-

" fubjeft to the king, by divine and hu- viniit party had a great lofs in him, for tt

'* man right ; the king, out of patience at is believed, that if he had lived, be would
" his prolixity, interrupted him, pufhing even have excelled his father. De Thou,
" forward his horfc to enter, and laid, Ay, book cii. Three fons of d'Andelot, the
M and add alio by the cannons right." admiral's brother, died at one time, in the

Father Chalons' hiftcry of France, vol. III. year 1586, their names were Laval, S.iilly,,

p. 227. This fiege was long and bloody. and Rieux. They were fons of Francis de

See Matthieu, vol. II. .p. 63. Cr.yet, vol. Coligny,andClaudedeBre:uix, folehëireîs

II. p. 415. and other biftorians. of the houfe oiLava!. Bcok lxxxv.

Returning
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Re mjkninc; from an affault which Châtillon made upon the body
of the place, hy mei ns of a bridge ofa new and very ingenious ftrucîure,

the king, who obferved that my former ardour for his fervice was not

diminilhcd, called me, and commanded me to bring my company before

. I was obliged to go and get my men together myfelf, and at

the feme time to provide everything neceflary for their maintenance.

About three leagues from Mante, near the town of Touvery, I law a

of twenty horfe in the (kid, which I ordered Tilly to recon-

noitre. l 'pou his information that they bore white karfs, I advanced

without fear or precaution : as for them, continuing their rout, as if

they had not even feen us, they (buck into the wood; from which, ac-

cording to the courfe of the road 1 had taken, I could not expect to fee

them come out. 1 rode on with Tilly, La-Poterie, and La-Rue, before

the red of my troop, which confided only of fix other gentlemen, and

four lavants, who followed at iome dillance feparatcly. Thcfe

troopers, or robbers, I know not what to call them, knew the

road perfectly, and had taken their meafures fo well, that they met
us at the pallagcout of theforeft, jufi. where our road eroded theirs.

The two rirft took off their hats, when to the word, Qui vive ? we
anfwered, VivcTeroi; but at the lame time taking advantage of our

fecurity, fired clofe to our breads. I (aw three of the fore-molt take

aim particularly at me. There was no probability that any of us would
have eleaped; but doubtlels, precipitation, fear, and the terrors of

confeience, cauled the hands of thefe villains to tremble, fo that of three

fhotS at me, One only reached me, which entering my lip, came out

at the nape of my neck : it appeared to me, that La-Poterie and Tilly

received the two others in their cloaths. La Rue was the only perfon

who fell,

Tiif. reft of my troop running up at the noife, furrounded me,

crying, " Vive Rolhy." We all together charged our affailants, who
retired, firing, to a village, covered V\ ith hedges, where we loll fight of

them. They continued oidy to lire upon US from within the houles,

which covered my face with fmall (hot. By this circumftance Icon-
eluded, that our adverfaries were of intelligence with the country;

and that this village was full of foldicrs, who only fought, perhaps,

to draw us nearer. After lèverai times calling to thofe traitors to

turn and accept a defiance, I thought it was the wifelt way to leave

tin iii, and take Pome care of my woundsj efpecially that in myneck,
which was the moil confiderable, and by which I loft a great deal of

bl< i d.
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blood. I got to Touvcry, where, in the houfe of monfieur d'Au- i;o\.

tcuil, I put the firft dreffing upon them, and from thence retired to'

—

v~~~~y

Mante, where I was ii\ weeks under the During
{Jaùltd"^""

tliis (pace, the king'.; army n< I like- teuil.

wife. Barabere had the-conducl of this fiege, in the abfi

who was kept at St. Quentin*, by his new paffion lb 1 ' mademoifclle

d'Eftrees +.

The fiege of Noyon followed that of Corbie. There is none which

I could have more wilhed to have given a i

than this, if I had been a witnefs of it. A thoufand bra,

performed by the befieged. The duke of Ma'ienne, who -knew this

place was of great importance to the league, fent orders to the duke
d'Aumalej, lieutenant general, who was. then at Ham with fome of

the forces of the party, not to neglect giving it all poilible afliftance

till he approached. The duked'Aui ;ale endeavoured twice to throw

fuccours into it ; but la Chantelerie and Tremblecourt, who led them,

were cut in pieces one after the other. The vifeount de Tavannes
||,

* It is to this year, ami while Henry IV.

{laid at St. Quentin, tli it we h

back this prince's letter t<> M. .1.- Rofny,

which is without hue. ami may lu- leen

amongft the MSS. of th

i oi '. hii h pi

the text of eu i Memoirs, ami is as follows :

" All the news I have from Maine are,

ii have been fatigued, ami aie

*• much emaciated : if you have u

" to rcfrefh yourfelf ami grow fat, it is

" my opinion, tl. .1
]

• m ought to ome
" hither ; mean time youi bi

I I us news from thence of our liege

** at Chartres," &c.

From fevei. il places in thefe Memoirs,
(hare Henrj (V< gave to M. dc

Rofny in all his 1 mentioned,

particularly that relating to his converfion,

which we (hall 1 omi to preli ntly, wemay
infer, that this prince hail always an entire

confidence in him. I have tranferibed the

later to (hew by anoth

mony, thai this op

Dpofed upon his readi - l a

bis minifter

publicly at the head

Vol. I.

ol affairs. "I
i m< n th in probable, that a

long time before that, hi hadb en thi foul

of all the .;
1 in il ..( Hen .

I
1 1 .:•. i.. 1

to In , m. 'I earh youth . 1

1 ol the duke ol Sully compofe
a life, whi 10 t I to

1

mufl be allow 1 il to minds boi n,
1 feriou , ovei thofe mou- lively

and full

I She is often mentioned in th

I
irk. Her nami w 1 ( rabrii lie ,

1 of John Am
e 1

1 I Frances Bab
(1ère. She boi e fu

tie- fair c rabriell

themarchionefsoi Monceaux, andduchefa

ol I' lufort,

duke d'Ailmale,

fon ol Claude, ll tin bi fore Ro< h ll< , in

i ,75. He was the third 1

1

'

of Lorrain in

France : that of d'Aumale wa
foon afti 1.

y Join, d< :
; tulx, 1 ii> ouni of Tavah*-

nes, one of the marecha

Z
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major general, thinking he might be more fuccefsful, prefented him-
felf with four hundred arquebufiers : they met with a party of fifty or

fix ty horfe, belonging to us > who, after the Qui vive, charged them
boldly, and put them to flight : the principal officers, who would have

refilled, were all wounded, and taken prifoners with Tavannes, their

commander. D'Aumale flattered himlèlf, that he fhould, in his turn,

beat two quarters of light horfe, which he had ordered Bellanglife to

reconnoitre; but he found them mounted, and going to meet the king;

and having attacked them, thefe light horfe, notwithstanding the great

fupei iority of the enemy, defended themfelves fo long, and fo bravely,

Lewis d'Og- that the baron de Biron, meffieurs de la Hargerie, and de la Boifliere,

nies de la nad tjme to come up to their afiiftance : after which, thefe two troops
Hargene,

j ;n i ng 5 tney defeated d'Aumale's whole detachment, which confifted

Chaune. of five hundred horfe, and as many horfe-arquebufiers. Very few reach-

Anothercity ed Ham without wounds, and a great number of prifoners were
upon the

taken .

Somme. »

The duke of Maïenne arriving at Ham at the very moment that

thefe fhattered remains retreated thither, was a witnefs of his lofs, and

protefted publicly, that he would efface this fhame, either by raifing

the fiege of Noyon, or by a battle. He drew together all his forces,

ordered the baron de Rofne * to bring him the Spanifh troops under

the command of the prince of Afcoli m Champagne ; and finding him-

felf at the head of nine hundred foot, and two hundred horfe, he ad-

vanced towards Noyon. He forgot his oath, when he faw that he had

to do with men, who feemed not to have perceived his arrival. The
commander of Noyon had reprefented to him by a gentleman, whom
the king permitted to pais through his army, that he had engaged to

furrender the place in fix days, if no fuccours were fent to him. The
duke of Maïenne, the prince of Afcoli, and the duke ofAdn ale, fufFered

Noyon to be taken before their eyes. This commande, certainly de-

ferved to have been better feconded. His name was Rieux ; and from

a private foldier, became governor ofPierrefond, by his {kill and bravery.

Upon the report of Noyon's being attacked, he found means to throw

himfelf into it, with fifty horfe, and as many arquebufiers, to reaffure

this city, where all were in confiernation and difmay, and to hold it

out till the laft extremity.

See a relation of the fieges of Noyon, * ChrifKan de Savigny, baron of Rofne,

Pierrefont, and of all thefe expeditions in in the duchy of Bar.

the above-named hiftorians.

The
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The duke of Maïenne feeing that his army was now ufelefs, fent v——v——

'

it into quarters, and marched llowly towards Paris. He had long

carried on a correfpondence in Mante, and he now thought it time to

execute his deiign upon that place. He privately drew out the garri-

fons of Paris, Dreux, and Pontoife, and fuddenly prefented himfelf

within mufquet-fhot of this city, before day. My brother * was go-

vernor of it, and I was then there myfelf ; my wound not permitting

me to keep the field. As foon as I was informed of the enemies arrival,

I ran upon the ramparts with my head bound up ; and caufing fome

difcharges to be fired at the affailants, forced them to abandon their

defign.

The duke of Maïenne fucceeded no better before Houdan, which he On thcbor-

alarmed as he paffed by. My other brother, who was there with his £
ers ot

regiment, and lome companies, gave him iuch a reception, that he re- Normandy,
treated with diigrace.

What had happened at Mante, joined to the information my
brother had received, convinced us, that the enemies had a correfpon-

dence in the city. After confulting together upon what was neceffary

to be done on this occafion, I fixed upon the following expedient : I

had llill in my pay fix of thofe brave foldiers who ferved as a forlorn

hope in the battle of Ivry, and to whom, befides their pay, I gave

eight livres a month. They were then in my brother's garrifon, to

whom I could not refufe them, and their fidelity I was abfolutely

affured of. As it had been concerted with us two, they pretended to

be dilcontented with the governor of Mante j and prefenting themfelves

to the garrifon of Pontoife, were received with open arms. They im-

mediately propofed to d'Alincourt
-f-

to make him matter of Mante by

the connexion which they told him they itill had in that place. To
convince the governor of this, they afked for four foldiers, whom by

my connivance they conveyed into Mante, and directed them to get

acquainted with fome citizens, who were well diipofed to engage in

all <brts of factions. In a little time every thing was agreed upon, and

the day fixed for delivering up Mante to the league. Thefe four fol-

* Solomon de Bethune, called baron de f Charle : deNeufville, m;
Rofny, the author's youngeft brother, and court,; Vil-

the third of thofe four brothers he men- leroi, fecretary of ftate : he will Le men-
tioned at the beginning of thefe Memoirs. tioned afterwards.

Z 2
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diers found fo little difficulty in the profecution of their defign, that

d'Alincourt, believing the fuccefs of it infallible, would have all'the

honour of it to himfelf. My foldiers gave me exact information of all

that was contriving in Pontoife, and the joy which fo well concerted

an enterprife occaiioned there. The general council of the league,

headed by the cardinal of Bourbon *, refided in that city.

Mean time I took my meafures very deep, that no affectation might
appear in my conduit.. I caufed trains of gunpowder to be laid upon
the ramparts which they intended to fcale, without any one's perceiving

it ; and ihut up all the houfes that flood near that fide ; after which I

introduced into the place, by fmall divifions at different times, the beft

foldiers of the garrifons of Nogent, Vernon, and Meulan. This done,

I thought myfelf obliged to fend and inform the king, who was at

Compeigne, of all that paffed ; which ruined, our- project. This prince

could not refill: the deiire he had to receive the duke of Maïenne him-
felf in Mante ; and imagined he took furficient precaution againft hurt-

ing our fcheme, by not entering Mante till the night it was to be
executed, and by carrying in with him only fifty horfe, and the fame
number of foot. As for me, when I faw him arrive, I was fo well per-

fuaded that all our meafures were broken, that I could not help reproach-

ing him with fome warmth for coming thus to undo our work, and ex-

pofing, perhaps, the lives of the four foldiers, who conducted it, by
means of the evidences that might appear againft them. The king af-

furing me, that nothing of what I feared would happen, went to fup at

the governor's, and there, being fatigued with his long journey, threw
himfelf upon a bed with his cloaths on, and large boots.

Day came, without any appearance of the enemies : I watched for

them all night upon the ramparts with one of my brothers j the other

ftaid with the king. Juft as I had retired to reft, Bellengreville, whom

* This is not the old cardinal, Charles IV. gained at Coutras ; and only ac-

of Bourbon, fon of Charles of Bourbon, cepteS the crown, fays Cayet, to preferve

duke of Vendôme, and brother to Antony it for that prince whom he loved. Chron.
king of Navarre, whom the league had Novenn. vol. I. book ii. p. 357. The
proclaimed king. He died of the (tone the perfon mentioned here, is the cardinal his

year before, at Fontenai, in Poitou, whither nephew, named Charles after him, fon to

Henry IV. had caufed him to be removed Lewis the firft, prince of Conde, (lain at

from Chinon, aged fixty-feven years ; a Jarnac, and brother to the prince of

prince, who had reafon to complain, that Condé, who died at St. John d'Ângely, to

aunt of

another

I had

they obliged him to afcend a throne which the prince of Conti, and the count of

had no allurements for him. He could not SoiiTons. He is mentioned in another

conceal his joy for the victory that Henry place.
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I had ordered to obferve the enemies motion without, came to me,
and informed me, that the duke of Maïenne having received advice

that fome troops, led by the king in perfon, had entered Mante in the

night, fuppofed his defign was difcovered, and retreated, after having

advanced as far as Bourgenville. I carried him to the king, to whom
he made the fame report, and as a proof of the truth of what he laid,

produced two carts, loaden with rope-ladders, and fuch other inflru-

ments, which the leaguers, imagining they already law the king at their

heels, had left in the field, that they might not obftruc"t their retreat.

The affair became public and irretrievable; for the foldiers who efcaped i

on both fides could not be filent.

The king fucceeded better at Louviers. This city kept a priett * In Upper

in its pay, who from the top of a belfrey, which he never left, played Normandy.

the part of a lpy with great exactnefs. If he law but a fingle perfon in

the field, he rung a certain bell, and at the lame fide hung out a great

flag. We did not defpair of being able to corrupt his fidelity ; which
two hundred crowns, and a promife of a benefice worth three thou-

fand livres a-year, effected. There remained only to gain fome of the

garrifon ; the lieur du Rollet took this upon himfelf, and fucceeded.

He addrefled himfelf to a corporal and two foldiers; who eafily pre-

vailed upon the reft of the garrifon to fruit the guard of one of the

gates to them only. Every thing being concluded upon, the king
prefented himfelf before Louviers, at twelve o'clock, in the night. No June 5,

one rung the bell, nor was there fheleait motion in the garrifon. Du
Rollet entered, and opened the gate, through which the king palTed,

without the fmalleft reliftance, into the center of the town. Fontaine-

Martel made fome ineffectual efforts to draw the garrifon together ; as

for the citizens, they were employed in concealing their wives and
daughters. This city, whofe chief riches confifted in its magazines of

linen and leather, was wholly pillaged. I had a gentleman with me,
called Beaugrard, a native of Louviers, who was of great ufe to us in

difcovering where thefe fort of goods were concealed, and a prodigious

quantity of them was amafied together. The produce of my lhare

amounted to three thoufand livres. The care of Louviers was by the

kingconfigned to du Rollet.

The fame good fortune attended the duke of Montpenfier in all his

enterprifes in Normandy
-f-.

This fuccefs was no more than ncceflary

* This prfeft was called John de la +In thcLowerNormandy,Falaize,Baï-
Tour, eux, Argentan, Lizieux, &c. were in the

to
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591. to comfort the king for the news he received, that the duke of Guife *,

""V"""^ whom he confidered as his principal enemy, had efcaped from the

caftle of Tours, where he had been confined ever fince the affalTina-

tion at Blois. The king now refumed his former defign of attempt-

ing Rouen. Secure of the affiftance and affection of almoft all the ci-

ties of Normandy, he quitted Mante, where for fome time paft he

had fixed his abode, and made it a little capital for the refidence of

his court and council ; and caufed his troops to file off towards this

city. While preparations were making for this important liege, Henry
took a private journey to Compeigne, of which love was the true

caufe, though he gave out that it was to fend to Germany for a re-

cruit of horfe. The vifcount Turenne undertook this affair, through

gratitude for the king's having effected, and honoured with his

prefence, his marriage with mademoifelle de Sedan -j~, daughter, and
fole heirefs of the deceafed duke of Bouillon, which was concluded

intereft of the league : Caën, Alençon,
Séez, Ecouché, &c. in the king's. The
moft confiderable action happened in April

1 589, in the field ofArgentan, near Pierre-

fitte, Villars, and Commeaux, where the

duke of Montpenfier cut off the leaguers of

thofe cantons, whom they called Gautiers,

to the number of five or fix thoufand.

They were commanded by the count of

Briftac, Pierrecourt, Louchan, the baron

d'Echaufour, and others. Three thoufand

were left dead upon the fpot, and a thou-

fand taken prifoners ; the reft efcaped to

Argentan. Commeaux, which is at prefent

fcarce a village, was taken with great diffi-

culty. At length the duke of Montpenfier

extirpated this whole party, and reduced

feveral of the rebellious cities. He was af-

jlfted by the count of Torigny, meiT. d'E-

mery, de Loncaunai, de Beuvron, de

Viques, de Bacqueville, l'Archant, and

jothers. See thefe expeditions in the third

volume of the Memoirs of the league.

* Charles of Lorrain, fon of rienry

duke of Guile, who was flain at Blois, and

of Catherine of Cleves. He was bom in

the year 1571. " The flight of the duke
" of Guile will ruin the league," laid

Henry IV. as it is related by le Grain.
The duke's valet dechambrehaviog found

pjeans to amufe Rouvrai, and his guards,

either by play, or drinking, let him down
from the higheft window in the caftle, in

the midft of the day, with a rope which
he afterwards made ufe of todefcend him-
felf. The duke got into a fmall boat,

which carried him to the other fide of the

river, where two horfes waited for him,
&c. Matthieu, vol. II. p. 81. Cayet,
vol. II. book iii. p. 465, &c.

f Charlotte de la Mark, daughter of

Robert de la Mark, fovereign prince of
Sedan, and of Frances of Bourbon-Mont-
penfier, by the death of her brother, Wil-
liam Robert de la Mark, duke of Bouil-

lon, which happened at Geneva, in the

year 1588, fhe became heirefs of this

principality. The duke, in his laft will,

forbad his fifter to marry a Roman catho-

lic. This circumftance, the king's friend-

fhip for the vifcount Turenne, his defire

of taking the lady from the dukes of Lor-
rain, Montpenfier, and Nevers, each of

whom demanded her for his fon ; policy,

which advifed him to give an ambitious

neighbour to the duke .of Lorrain ; and
pernaps the belief that this marriagewould
induce the vifcount to lay afide his defign

of making himfelf head of the calvinifts in

fiance: thefe were the motives which de-

termined Henry IV. to marry the heirefs

of Sedan to the vifcount Turenne.

this
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this year. Nor was I, for my part, forry that this retreat gave me an 1591
opportunity of enjoying, fome time longer, at Mante, the company of v—T—
madam Chateaupers, with whom chance had brought me acquainted;

and the inclination I felt for her was ftrong enough to make me enter-

tain thoughts of a fécond marriage.

The king had exprefsly forbidden all commerce, and exportation

of merchandifes, and every kind of provifion into Paris and Rouen, as

being cities in open rebellion : but in this, as in every thing elle, he
was very ill obeyed. The governors of paffes, efpecially on the

fide of the Seine, gained by the immenfe fums, which they pro-

cured them, almoft publicly granted the neceffary paflports for mer-
chants, and matters of boats. De Fourges, whom I have for-

merly mentioned, came one day and informed me, that a large boat,

whole lading was reputed worth fifty thoufand crowns, had gone up
the river to Paris, where, after a few days ftay, a lefs one would
bring back the produce in filver to Rouen ; which he was well aflured

of, becaufe his father had charge of the boat. I caufed it to be fo

well watched, that in its return it fell into my hands, and I faw with

aftoniihment the pafiport figned by Berengueville, and my brother, the

one governor of Meulan, and the other of Mante -, but they did not

care to mention this to me, nor did I take any notice of it to them,
but caufed the boat and its mafter to be brought to Mante. I open-

ed two large packets, where I expe&ed to find the fifty thoufand

crowns in fpecie. But feeing only fome pieces of gold and filver

thread, and a piece of Spanirti filk, I threatened to put the matter of

the boat into a dungeon. The elder Fourges, alarmed at this threat,

prefented me with letters of exchange for fix and thirty thoufand

crowns, which he would have perfuaded me was the whole produce

of the fale. But as he defended himfelf with much action, the weight

of the gold he had about him broke his pockets, and fo great a quan-

tity fell from them, that the floor was in an inftant covered with

crowns of the fun *. He probably intended to apply this fum to his

own ufe, or thought it could be in no place fo fecure as about him-
felf. 'Tis impoflible to exprefs the confufion he was in at this acci-

dent. After diverting myfelf fome time in obliging him to take fe-

veral turns about the room, I ordered him to flrip, and found lexta

* A gold coin current in thofe times. figure of a fun above the crown. The va-

It was firft ftruck. in the reign of Lewis lue of thefe crowns at this time is lixty-

XI. and fo called, becaufe there was the four fols.

thou-
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1 591. thoufand crowns in gold fewed up in his cloaths. I was then in fome
*—-v——' neceffity for money, and waiting for the fale of my corn, wood, and hay

at Rofny : the king made me a prefent of this fum, and was extremely

pleafed with the recital ofpoorFourges's adventure. AsforBerengueville,

and my brother, they were extremely angry with me. But to return

to the fiege of Rouen.

The king had never feen himfelf at the head of fuch confiderable

forces. Four thoufand Englifh were fent him under the command
of Roger Williams, and he expected foon a fécond reinforcement from

England, which landed during the fiege, commanded by the earl of

Elfex *, the minifter and favourite of queen Elizabeth. The United

Provinces, befides the two regiments in the fervice of this prince, fent

a fleet of fifty fail well equipped, with two thoufand five hundred fol-

diers, under the command of count Philip of Nafiau, on board, to the

coaft of Normandy. The duke of Bouillon (for the vifcount Turenne
took this title after his marriage) fucceeded fo well in his negotiation

in Germany, that he brought back five or fix thoufand horfe, and fome
.companies of foot, with the prince of Anhalt at their head. Thefe

foreign auxiliaries, joined to fix thoufand Swifs, which the king had
in his pay, to different reinforcements that came from lèverai places,

particularly Normandy ; and to thofe troops, either protectants or ca-

tholics, that were at his own difpofal, compofed, in alL, an army of

forty thoufand men. Caën, and the other chief towns of the province,

engaged to furnifh provifions, and every thing necefTary for a fiege,

which. could not fail of being long, the goodnels of the place, and the

flrength of the garrifon confidered. The marquis of Villars-j-, well

known for his courage and capacity, fhut himfelf up there with the

fon of the duke of Maïenne, refolved to bury themfelves under its

ruins. In effeci, from the day that we fat down before this city, till

the prince of Parma's .arrival, which obliged us to raife the fiege,

there paffed almoft. fix months ; and what re worfe, fix winter months :

for it was inverted the firft of October, and abandoned the twentieth

of March following, after attempts on the part of the befiegers, and a

refiftance on that of the befieged, fome circumflances of which I (hall

relate.

* Robert d'Evreux, carl of Eflex, fa- f André de Brancas-Villars, of the an-

vourite to queen Elizabeth. See the letter cient family of Brancatio, originally Nci-
of thanks which Henry IV. wrote to qusen politan. It is not the fame with that of

Elizabeth, Villeroy's Memoirs, vol. IV, the marquisof Villars, which is defcended

p. 249. from Honoré baftard of Savoy.

Thi
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The troopers of the befiegers were placed indifferent quarters; the

king's were at Darnetal, and that of my company at Frefne l'Ef- ^——y~—

-

•plen, where I feldom went, the king having honoured me with a

lodging in his. Here I dilpofed myfelf for a long flay, and hardly

ever quitted him or the maréchal de Biron.. At firil there appe;

fuch an emulation among the officers to he employed, that, to avoid

all difputes, the king regulated the time and duration of each of their

fcrvices; and declared that every fourth day he would himfelf work at

the trench, with the gentkmen that were about his perfon, who were

to the number of two or three hundred.

I had folicited beforehand for a poll in the artillery, for which my
inclination was fo llrong, that I fubmittcd to ferve not only under the

maréchal de Biron, but meilleurs de La-Guiche *, de Borne, and de

Fayolles alio. But Biron, who hated me, gained over thefe generals,

and prevailed upon them to exclude me, with which I had afterwards

reafon to be well pleafed; for thofe pieces of ordnance of which I was

to have the charge, happened to fall into the enemy's power.

This it was that gave rife to the marechal's hatred towards me : It

was debated in the council on what lide the place Ihould be attacked.

Biron was of opinion, that we fliould begin with the caille ; I, on the

contrary, did not fcruple to maintain, that we ought flrft to attack the

city, which would bring along with it the reduction of Fort St. Ca-
therine. This quellion was a long time the lubjeel of all converfa-

tions, as well at the table, as council; and Biron never forgot the ex-

preihon I generally ufed, The city taken, the cajlle mujljiirren

I cannot comprehend how a man fo experienced as the maréchal

was, could determine for attacking the callie, which, not to mention

the uncommon fkill ofthe commander, and the llrength of the garrifon,

nor its excellent fortifications, had this circumllance in particular from

the nature of the place, that in attacking it without, not half the num-
ber of foldiers could be brought againil it which the befieged could

bring to defend it; which is quite contrary to all other cities of war.

However, the opinion of the maréchal de Biron carried it; for

his authority, and that dependence to which he hadaccuilomed the other

* Philibert de La-Guiche, John de Durfort de Borne, Bertrand de Melet de

Fayolles.

Vol. I. A a general
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i 59 i. general officers, fecured all the votes. Without doubt, this maréchal,
U—-v-*-—' Battering himfelf that nothing could be able to refill fo ftrong an ar-

my, took thofe meafures which he thought moft honourable, and

likelieft to bring the liege foon to an end; and the king, who was re-

folved not to fpare * himfelf, by following this advice, feemed to be

of the fame opinion. For I look upon as a calumny only, raifed by

the marechal's enemies, that report which was whiipered in the army,

that he had allied the king for the government of Rouen, which this

prince had refufed him, becaufe he had before promifed it to du Hal-

lot -{-, upon the recommendation of monfieur de Montpenfier ; and

that he endeavoured fecretly to thwart this enterprize, and, through

envy, gave fuch advice as he knew would render all our efforts upon
this place ineffectual. Tis certain, thefe continual contefts with the

duke of Bouillon had more than once been like to ruin all ; for this

nobleman, to be revenged on the king, raifed a mutiny amongft the

horfe and other German forces which he had brought with him.

The batteries were accordingly railed oppofite to the fort, and we
contented ourfelves with guarding the lower part of the river, and

placed there fome companies of German foot, which having been

worded in feveral follies that were made on that fide, yielded the

poft to the Dutch, who underftood fieges better than they. In effect,

thefe laft maintained themfelves there, and prevented any more follies

from that place. It was not long before the king perceived that he

had engaged in a very difficult attempt 3 but nothing, he imagined, was

impoffible to continued labour. Villars was not contented with defend-

ing himfelf within; he fallied out of the caftle, and caufed a deep

trench to be cut upon the declivity of the hill, over-againft the fort,

with which the end of it communicated, and placed there in the night

a guard of fix or feven hundred men.

* Perhaps alfo they depended upon hill efpccially being fo near the city. See»

blowing up the fort of St. Catherine with upon the operations of this fiege, F.

the mine; but the deftgn was difcovered by Matthieu, vol. II. p. 96. and following.

the b i'jirs of the league, Cayet, Chron. Novenn. vol. II. book iv.

vol. V. Thofe writers that have defend- (who is for the duke of Sully's opinion

ed the maréchal Biron's advice againft againft the maréchal Biron) and other hif-

tbat given by the duke of Sully, with re- torians.

to the place at which they fhould be- f Francis de Montmorency du Hallot,

'ie attack, fay, that it was very dif- lieutenant-general for the king in Nor-
ficult, and, at the fame time, very danger- manly. He was wounded at the fiege of

for the army of Henry ÏV. to leave Rouen, and afterwards fluin by the mar-
behind them tlic fort of St. Catherine, the quis d'Ak -re.

As
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As this new work was extended far into the country, and as it not 1591

.

only difordered the beliegers in their attacks upon the caflle, but alio u—v
—

'

expofed them to be fallen upon in the rear, while at the fame time

they had the garrifon from within in front, the king refolved to feizc

it, and render it ufelefs to the enemy. For this purpole he made choice

of the fame night when it was his turn to watch at the trench with

his three hundred gentlemen, whom he commanded to be completely

armed, and to have, befides their ufual arms, halberts in their hands,

and piltols at their girdles, and to this troop added four hundred mulke-

teers. It was at midnight, and amidft the extreme cold of Decem-
ber, that we attacked this trench at different places. The action,

which was very obftinate, continued half an hour with equal animo-

fity on both fides. We uled our utmoir. endeavours to gain the brink,

and the belieged repulfed us feveral times. I was twice thrown to the

ground, my halbert broke, and my arms loofcned or broken in

pieces. Maignan, whom I had obtained permiifion to keep near

me, railed me, put my arms again in order, and gave me his halbert.

The trench was at laft carried by main force, and we cleared it of

more than fifty dead or dying enemies, whom we threw from the top

of the hill. This trench was open to the cannon of the fort, but the

king had the precaution to order fome gabions, h

of wood to be brought there, which covered the Englilh, to whom
he committed the guard of it.

Villars did not expect to have fecn his outworks carried in lb

fhort a time. When he was told it, and that it was the king himfelf

who had conducted the enterprize, " By heavens," laid he, " this

" prince dcierves a thoufand crowns for his valour. I am lorry that,

" by a better religion, he does not infpirc us with as ftrong an in-

" clination to gain him new ones as to detain from him his own ;

" but it mail never be laid, that I have failed to attempt in my own
" perfon what a great king has performed in his." In efFect, he put

himfelf at the head of four hundred men, armed as he had been told

the king's were, and taking alio eight hundred muiketeers felected

out of his whole number, he attacked the Englrfh, raid diilodged them
from the trench. The king, piqued with the vanity of Villars, and

revolving not to let go his hold, prepared for a fécond attempt. The
Englifh, apprehending reproaches, which they certainly had not defend-

ed, intreated the king to put a hundred Englilb gentlemen in his troop,

-:;J to fuffer all the foot, who were to attend him on this occafion, to

A a 2 b<
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1591. be Englifh likewife. They alio demanded leave to fuftain the firft ef-—v——
' fort of the enemy, and behaved lb bravely, that the trench was a
fécond time regained: thev afterwards maintained themfelves in it,

and took away from the beiieged all inclination to approach it for the

future. By this obftinate ftruggle for a trench only, it is eafy to judge

of the event of a fiege, of which this' attack was but the beginning.

The king was fenfible, that notwithstanding all his care, and the in-

finite labour he underwent, he would find great difficulty in fucceed-

ing. It was the good deftiny of France that pieferved this prince on
occafions, when he hazarded his perfon in fuch a manner, as to make
us tremble for his life. And it was upon this account, that the next

day after the trench was taken, I took an opportunity to exprefs our
common fears, when he drew me afide, in the prefence of the ca-

tholics, and all the courtiers, to converfe with me upon the prefent

fituation of his affairs. " I cannot do otherwife, my friend," replied

he, as foon as I began to expoftulate with him; " and fince it is for

" my glory and crown that I fight, my life and every thing elfe ought
" to be of no confederation with me."

It is certain, that in the king's fituation he could not do lefs than

he did, to periuade the world, that if this fiege failed, it would not

be through his fault; and all thofe inftances of mining valour were
no more than neceffary to efface the fhame of being foiled in an at-

tempt which one half of his army feared he mould fucceed in, almolt

as much as the enemies themfelves. Thefe were the very fame catho-

lics whom I have formerly mentioned, who not contented with hav-
ing obliged him to begin the fiege at a place which rendered the taking

of the city impoffible, fuffered him to fuftain all the danger and fa-

tigue, obeyed him but by halves and with regret, created innume-
rable difficulté?, and publicly declared, that nothing was to be expect-

ed from them, while he continued to profefs a religion different from
their own.

It was to exprefs himfelf freely upon fo many caufes of uneafinefs,

tb^.t he was delirous of difcourfing with me, and I then faid nothing
to him, which he did not know as well as myfelf, at fo little trouble

were his domeftic enemies to conceal their fentiments. He told me,
he had perceived for fome time the approach of a much greater mis-
fortune, which was the defertion of all the catholics in his army,
" which will bring along with it," added he, " the ruin of the ftate,

" and the houle of Bourbon ; for if they once break with me, they will

" never
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" never more chufe a king out of that family." He added, that this 1591.

difobedience was an incurable evil, which he was obliged to diifemble ^—*"i

—

-

the knowledge of. He made me obferve, that at the very time we
were fpeaking, mefîicurs de Nevers, de Longueville, de la Guiche,

d'O, and de Châteauvieux, jealous of fo familiar a converfation with

an huguenot, looked at us malicioufly from a corner of the hall, and

whilpered continually together. For this reafon, he faid, it would be

nccelfary to feparate, and that he would go and tell them our diicourie

turned upon a negotiation with the marquis of Villars, which, in

reality, the king had hinted to mc in this converfation.

Nothing could have happened more advantageous for the king*

than to have put an end to the liege of Rouen by a treaty with Vil -

lars, which, in reality, would have drawn him from the league into

his own party. It was what this prince ardently wifhed for, but ftill

lefs for the honour of his enterprise, than the advantage that would

arile from the gaining over fuch a man as this governor. He ima-

gined it might be brought about by means of la Font, for whom
Villars had great coniideration, though he was only his fleward. The
king was not ignorant that Villars had received this domeftic into his

fervice, after he had left mine ; and that la Font owed his favour with

his new mafter to thofe teftimonies I had given of his integrity.

This thought had (truck me before it was mentioned by the king, and

I had even found means to get la Font founded upon the fubject.

His anfwer, which I related to the king, was, that at prefent he faw

no appearance of what I propofed to him ; and, far from contenting to

fee me, as I deiired, he laid, he thought himfelf obliged, to prevent

his matter's entertaining any fufpicion of his fidelity, to have no com-
merce with me. All he could do, therefore, was to obferve if mon-
f.cur de Villars changed his fentiments; and in that cafe to confirm

him as much as poflible in them, and to inform me of it.

Henry thought no more of it 5 but before we feparated he afked

me what he ought to do with regard to the fiege, and the prince of

Parma, who, he had juft learned, had pafled the Somme, to join his

troops with thofe of the duke of Maïenne. The king made no

queftion that his intention was to proceed directly to Rouen, nor that

Villars would eafily hold out till his arrival. 1 told the king, that in

my opinion there were but two things for him to do, and that it lay

in his own breaft to determine upon which of them he pleafed : one

of which was, to change abfolutely the order, and place of attack,

2 and
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and to carry it to the fide of the city, and there nie his utmoft endea-

vours to make himfelf mafter of it before the enemy ihould appear :

the other, that without lofs of time he mould go and attack the prince

of Parma, and oblige him to repafs the Somme, after which he might

continue the fiege without fear.

The king refolved upon the laft : but, as by following it he had no

defign to raife the fiege, left the prince of Parma, who perhaps had

that only in view, fhould afterwards avoid the battle, he told me, that

he would go and meet him with feven or eight thoufand horfe, who
were of no ufe at the fiege ; and that he would attack them with this

cavalry, or, if he had not palled the Somme, dilpute the paifage with

him. He quitted me, ordering me to prepare myfelf to go along with

him with fifteen or twenty troopers, cholèn from the reft ofmy company.

I returned at the end of two days from Frefne 1'Efplen; and,

on my arrival at Darnetal, I learnt that Villars had made a fally at the

head of a hundred horfe, with whom he overthrew the guard ; and

would have been the caufe of much greater confufion, if the king,

armed only with a cuirais, had not ran thither, followed by the baron

de Biron, an Englifh officer (whofe name I have forgot), Grillon, and

fome others that were about him: thefe three gentlemen eipecially

James Ber- gained immortal glory there. Grillon's arm was broke by a fhot from
ton de Cnl- an arquebufe. As for theking, having precipitated himfelf into a danger

Gri'llon. fomewhat like that which is related of Alexander the Great in the city

of the Oxydracae, he extricated himfelf out of it with equal prefence of

mind, and equal intrepidity. If this, which is only an example, has

all the appearance of a fable, Henry's aclion had two whole armies to

be witnefies of it.

The prince of Parma, with his whole army, poffeiTed the border of

the Somme, and, fatisfied with recovering this river, made no other

motion; for the governor of Rouen had lent to inform him, that, as he

intended to ftrike fome important blow, he might let it be a good while

before he came to his aififtance; and he likewife waited for the ar-

rival of Sfondrate, who was to bring him the troops of hi-

pope Gregory XIV. *, and thole of the duke of Maienne, who hew-

* Sixtus V. died in the month ofAuguft " Spanifh policy: I have lofi a pope who
j 590. Henry IV. when he was informed " was everything 1 1

of his death, faid, " Here js a trick of
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ever came not immediately. He had been obliged to go with his bed
troops to Paris, to punilh the infolenceof the council oi Sixteen, who,
abiding the power he had trufted them with, had dared to hang the pre-

fident Briiîbn -j-, and ibme other counfellors as venerable for their virtue

as their age ; and who might pofiibly have carried their outrages far-

ther, ifthe duke of Ma'icnne, fearing perhaps fome hidden caprice of thefe

rebels * againft himfelf, had not doomed them to the like punifhment:

but as in executing this act of juif ice he had certain mealiircs to keep,

he did not join the prince of Parma as {bon as had been expe&ed.

The king, when he was informed of this difpofition, thought it ne-

ceflary to haften his march. He left the maréchal Biron the care of car-

rying on the liege, whole forces he weakened but by feven or eight

thoufand horfe; confiding from three to four thoufand French troopers,

as many German horie, and a thoufand horfe-arquebufiers; at the head

of which he left Darnetal, and took the road to the Somme. Hepafied

the firft day by Boifiiere and Neuf-Châtel; the fécond by Blangy, Lon-
diniere, Longueville, Senerpont, and Gamache; and the third advanced

to Folleville, with one detachment only, leaving the body of his c ..

rv behind him, under the conduct of the duke of Nevers.

We met a confiderable party, led by meilleurs de Rofne |, de

Balagny, de Vitry, the baron de la Châtre, St. Pol, La-Mothe, and

others, who had doubtlefs advanced with the lame delign as we, to

difcover the fituation and forces of the enemy. The king commanded

-f Barnaby Bri Hon, Claude Larchcr, and of the robe. The duke of Ma'icnne re-

JohnTardif, lord duRu, counfellors of the venged his death, by caufing Loi

parliament. " A cataftrophe very unwor- Ameline, Aimonet, and Anroux, four oF
" thy of fo learned and excellent a man," the fixteen, to be hanged in a parlour of

[ezeray, fpeaking of the prefident the Louvre. See the hiltorians.

Briflbn, " but ufual to thofe who think *One of die fixteen, named Normand,
" to keep well with two parties." For the faid one day in the duke of Maïenne's

parliament being transferred by the king to chamber, " Thofe who made him, have

Tours, BrifTon was the only one of the fix " aright to unmake him." Hamilton,

prefidents who remained at Paris. The the curate of St. Come, a furious leaguer,

league obliged him to perform the duties of came himfelf, attended by priefts, inltead

firft prefident, and it was he that helped of foldiers, to feize the counfellor Tardif

to degrade king Henry III. According to in his houfe.

the duke of Nevers' obfervation, his death X Chriftian or Chrétien de Savigny, ba-

was looked upon to be a juft punifhment ron of Rofne; John de Montluc de Ba-

of his ingratitude. Henry III. had freely lagny; Lewis de l'Hôpital, lord de Vitry ;

bellowed upon him the poll of prefident. Claude deLa-Châtre; Antony de St. Pol;

However, he was one of the greateil men Valentine de Pardieu, lord de la i\ lot he,

the
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1592. the baron de Biron, meilleurs de Lavardin, de Givry *, de St. Geraiv,
*-—~v—ç-' de Marivaut, de Chanlivaut, La-Curée, d'Arambure $, and fome others,

to go and attack them, who were repulfed and handled very roughly ;

and part fell, among which was Lavardin. Henry ran with three

hundred horfe to difengage them; and, believing this encounter might
be followed by an action, more considerable, at leaft between the ca-

valry of the two armies, which was what he ardently wifhed for, fent

orders to Nevers to haften and join him: but the prince of Parma had
a contrary defign, and reftrained his fquadrons, who had retreated

of themfelves when they perceived ours advance; and the king, feeing

no appearance of effecting any thing in the midft of fo many batta-

. lions, contented himfelf with obferving this army clofely, and checking

irs motions, as he went to his quarters at -j- Breteuil; where his caval-

ry, for fear of a furprize, were obliged to keep themfelves extremely

clofe, and part of them even lay without all night, though the ground
was covered with mow.

The ardour with which the king went to meet an enemy fo greatly

fuperior to him in numbers, awakened all our fears for the dangers to

which he expofed his perfon, and obliged us to reprefent the confer

quences to him in very flrong terms. But this prince, who had no

conception of that caution we propofed to him, when glory was in

queftion, did not alter his conduct; but fatisfied himfelf with naming
thirty of us to continue near his perfon, and not to leave him upon any

^ccafion whatever. An employment highly honourable indeed; but

the danger of which, in fome degree, made it lefs delirable. With
this precaution, which was no more than necenary, he only refigncd

himlelf ftill more to his eager third of glory.

Ïovernor ofValenciennes. Thislaftwasa La-Curée: he was one of thofe perfons in

'renchman, of the country of Beauvoifis ; whom the king confided, and was called

hut he had all his life ferved in the Spanifh by him nothing but Curée. He performed

army, and was flain in the year 1595, at wonders at the battle of Ivry, and on many
the liege of Dourlans, at the head of the other occafions. The vol. of manufcripts

Spanifh artillery, very much regretted by marked 8929, of the royal 1 brary, is filled

the Spaniards. The king of Spain had juft with relations of his intrepidity : we may
created him count of Eicelbeke. See his have occafion to mention him hereafter.

death and panegyric in dc Thou, b. cxii. He was killed in an encounter at the fiege

* Anne d'Anglure, baron of Givry. of Montauban.
This officer was equally famous for his J John lord d'Arambure.
abilities in war, and his tafte of polite li- f This town, and fome of thofe places

tcrature. Claude de rifle Marivaut; Rene- abovementioned, are in 1'icardy : thje

Viaji, lord of Chanlivaut; Filhet de others are in the country of Caux,

Being
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Being informed that the duke of Guile, who commanded the 1592.

prince of Parma's van-guard, had put himfelf at the head of his troops *——v
•*

to facilitate the lodgment of his infantry in a large town called Bures, In I

he refolved to cut off this troop; which he executed with the utmoft

bravery, at the head of twelve hundred hqrfe and a thouiand horfe-

arquebufiers. A great number of the enemies were left dead upon the

place, and the reft betook themfelves to flight. The duke of Guife's

green ftandard was taken, and all the baggage plundered. Henry, who
was not willing that any of thefe troopers mould efcape, efpecially their

colonel, fent immediate orders to the duke of Nevers * to advance to

Bully, that he might poffefs himfelf of the road through which hefup-
pofed the duke of Guife and the fugitives would retreat to the reft of

the army, and to take them prifoners. I was ordered to fuftain the

duke of Nevers with fixty horfe, which I obeyed with reluctance, not

doubting butin fuch hands the affair would have an end veiy unworthy
of the beginning.

The duke of Nevers, who was the floweft of all men, began by

fending to make choice of the moft favourable roads, and marched
with a flow pace to Bully, with his hands and nofe in his muff, and
his whole perfon well wrapt up in his coach. This once he had no
occafion to boaft of his extreme caution. It was fo long before he ar-

rived, that he gave time to the prince of Parma, who was more dili-

gent than he, to throw a regiment of five or fix hundred men into

Bully, who made fuch hafte that they reached the town in the begin-

ning of the night. As for the duke of Nevers, the fun was rifen the

next day when hehadjuft afcended the mountain, at the bottom of
which Bully is fituated, preceded by his couriers, whom he had that

day doubled, through an excefs of caution againfl a flying enemy: the

firit, to the number of fifty, marched two or three miles before him;
and the fécond, which amounted to an hundred, went fome few paces

before his coach. But unfortunately, with all his forefight, he forgot

to make fure of this paflage, and had not fent a fingle foldier to keep

guard there. He began to defcend the mountain with great tranqui-

lity, and the more fo, as he was ignorant of the troops that were in

Bully. His firil couriers, entering the city, were fufficiently furprized

* Lewis de Gonzague Je Mantua, performed were confiderable enough to

duke of Nevers, by his marriage with rank him with the bra\ eft foldiers of thofe

Henrietta of Cleves, duchefs of Nevers. times. See his life and panegyric in Bran-
Although the author always I peaks di fad- tome's Lives of illuftrious men, vol. III.

vantageoufly of him here^ the actions he p. 259, and following.

Vol. I. B b at
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1592. at the fight of fo much good company; but the cold having obliged

u—-y-—' the foldiers to unarm themfelves, and to lay down their pikes, to range

themfelves round a large fire that they had kindled, thele fifty couriers

had time to fave themfelves by flight. They did not direct their courte

to that fide where their matter was, but pafied quite through the city,

and went out at the oppofite end, without being in the leaft troubled

about what might happen to the duke of Nevers; whofe coach at that

time was funk into the deepeft part of a declivity, equally fteep, rug-

ged, and winding. It was in this place that the duke of Nevers,

hearing the noife of fome fufileers that were firing after his firft cou-

riers, and the fécond coming to make their report, full of confirma-

tion, he was frozen with terror; and refolving now to lofe no time,

threw away his muff and his furs, not without feveral times exclaim-

ing, " The devil," and quarrelling with his fervants for not coming

foon enough to help him out. All their endeavours could not difen-

gage the coach, which was forced to be dragged back to the top of the

mountain; where the duke again made ufe of it, to return with more
fpeed to the place where he had lain the whole night. It was thus

that we feccnded the king upon this occafion : a truly ridiculous ex-

ploit, where the danger was far lefs than the fear, fince not a fingle

man was loft.

The prince of Parma, by this important blow, knowing what fort

of an enemy he had to deal with, durft not, for the future, furfer his

van-guard to be feparated from the army; and perceiving that the king

almoft never loft fight of him, redoubled his vigilance and caution,

which was, without doubt, the caufe that he did not take all the ad-

vantage he might have done of the encounter at Aumale: an action

uncommonly bold on the king's fide, and well deferving of a particular

relation here.

Some days after that I have ]uft mentioned, the king, following

the prince of Parma at a great diftance, had advanced with fix thou-

fand horfe as far as Aumale. Givrv, whom he had fent at the head

of fome troopers to get intelligence, returned and informed him, that

the enemy's army was advancing directly towards him in the plain, in

good order, apparently with a defign to force him back, and to cut

him off in his retreat. The king called a council; and finding, as he

faid, that he had too many and too few foldiers, he refolved to fend

all his cavalry back to Ophy, Blangy, and Neuf-Châtel, and to keep

with him only four hundred troopers, and five hundred horfe-arque-

bufiers,
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bufiers, and with this troop to advance into the plain, to difcoverex- 159?.

aitly the condition and number of the enemy; and, hovering about (——v-—

'

them, to take or cut off fume fquadrons.

He afcended the hill of Aumale with his nine hundred horfe, and In Norman-

marched two leagues without perceiving any thing, 'till the iky, which ty'
uPon

£

he

had been extremely cloudy and dark, becoming very clear, he a fécond p?cardy.°

time faw Givry return, who came to fatisfy him in every particular

relating to this army, which was fo near that they heard diftinclly the

found of the trumpets and drums. The king, however, willing to

obferve it himfelf, made an exact review of it, and found that it con-

lifted of lixteen or feventeen thoufand infantry, with {even or eight

thoufand cavalry, who marched very clofe; the cavalry in the midft of

the battalions, and the whole flanked with chariots and baggage, that

rendered all approach impoflible. From this fituation of the enemy,

he found he had frill too many men; and retaining only an hundred

troopers, ordered the eight hundred others to repafs the dyke and town
of Aumale, and three hundred horfe of his fquadron to flop upon the

declivity of the hill, to be ready to affift him, if there fhould be occa-

fion. Five hundred arquebufiers he gave to the conduct of Lavardin,

with orders to port them in the ditches and hedges that were at the

entrance of the town, from whence they might harrafs the enemy, if

they approached too near. As for him, he not only waited for the

enemy with his hundred horfe, but even marched to meet them.

We now gazed upon each other with the utmoft aftonifhment at

the rafhnefs of a defign, which feemed to expofe the king to inevi-

table death. No one durft venture to expoftulate with him, yet knew
not how to be filent. At length I was chofen and deputed by the reft

to reprefent to the king, in the name of us all, the danger to which
he expofed himfelf, and to intreat him to alter his resolution. This

commiffion I performed with all imaginable caution. " Tisfear," re-

plied the king, " that occafions this requeft: from you, of all others,

" I never expected to hear fuch a proportion." I conjured him not to

think fo unjuffly of any of us; and told him, that all we required was
that he would give us what orders he pleafed, provided he would him-
felf retire. Henry confeffed to me afterwards, that he was fenlibly

affected with theft words; and repenting of what he had faid to

me, replied, that no expreifions of our fidelity could reach the idea

he conceived of it. " But," added he, coldly, and with an air that

convinced me how much in vain it would be to fpeak to him any more
B b 2 upon
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upon this fubjecl:, " be you alfo affured that I am not fo rafli as you
" imagine ; that I am as careful of myfelf as any ether, and that I will

" retreat lb leafonably that no misfortune mall happen."

The prince of Parma looked upon this bold attempt as a fnare that

was laid for him, to draw his cavalry into an open field where he
fhould meet with the king's, which he fuppofed to be concealed, and

much fuperior to his. He even fufpedted a long time, that the king'3

whole army was not far off; and, having no defign to engage him, he
did not quit his pofl, which was in the center of the army, where he
was feated in an uncovered chariot, without arms or boots, and em-
ployed in giving orders to reftrain the ardour of the foldiers, who fuf-

fered with impatience a hundred men to infult thirty thoufand. How-
ever, when he was affured, by the report of his light horfe and his

carabineers, that at prefent he had but a hundred horfe in front, and

that if there was any cavalry it muft be on the other fide of the valley,

he thought he fhould rifque nothing by attacking us; which he did

with fuch fury, and at fo many places, that we were broke through,

and driven back as far as the valley. Here it was that our arque-

buiiers had polled themfelves ; and on our arrival the king cried to them
to charge, after having firft warned us not to charge, in order that the

enemy might fufpeci an ambufcade in this place, and flop. In effect,

they did flop lhortj but finding that this cry was followed only with

fifry or fixty fhots that we fired upon them, they came on again more
furioufly.

Our arquebulîers, feized with fear, or perhaps willing to chufe a

more advantageous ground, had retired much lower than the place that

had been prefcribed for them, and they were the principal caufe of the

misfortune that happened. The enemy's fquadrons, encouraged by

the little refinance they found, forced our ranks, and we could not

hinder them from mixing amongif. us. We faw ourfelves reduced to

the neceffity of fighting with this vaft multitude v/ith our piftols and

fwords, in a danger that may be eafily imagined : and, indeed, in my
opinion, there could not be a greater j for the hundred troopers were

already reduced to forty. Henry, feeing that none came to his affiAV

ance in this extremity, refolved to make his retreat; which, on this

occafion, was almolt as dangerous as a defence, becaufe we had a

bridge to pals, and that bridge at a great diffance. This prince, with

3 compofure truly admirable, placed himfelf in the rear of his- troop,

and made it file off towards the bridge of Aumale, which, by the

3
order
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order he caufed to be obferved, it pafled over without confufion. lie

Was the laft that pafled, and held firm againft the enemy till every one

of as was on the other fide. That moment he was lhot in the reins,

which fortunately was the only wound he received, and which did net

hinder him from continuing to fight on the other fide of the bridge,

while he was endeavouring to gain tbe hill; where the four hundred
hone he had fent thither made lb good an appearance, that the prince

ofParma, being more than ever perfuaded that he only fought to draw
him to a battle, forbid his troops to advance, and made them all re-

turn to Aumale.

The king, on his fide, reached Neuf-CMtel, where his wound
obliged him to go to bed. The furgeons removed our fears and con-

sternation by alluring us, that it was a very inconliderable one. He
obliged us to come near his bed, and converfed with us familiarly upon

the dangers of that day: upon which I obferved, as fomething very

extraordinary, that amongft us all, who were in the chamber, there

were not two who agreed
-f-

in the recital of the moft particular cir-

cumftances of the addon. In general, it paflèd as I have related:

what appeared doubtful to me, I have fupprefledj but as it is here,

there are perhaps few kings whofe lives * will afford lb fbining an in-

stance of valour and good conduct.

The prince of Parma's extreme prudence failed him upon this oc-

eafion: it hindered him from cutting off our whole fquadron, and

rimming the war that day by the death or taking of the king: for the

one or other was inevitable. But he was determined to undertake no-

thing till he was joined by the duke of Maïenne, not being willing to

bear alone all the inconveniences of a war, of which he was not to

have the fole advantage.

+ There is fcarce any fkirmifh or battle Parma to afk his opinion of thi

of which as much may not be laid. Al- he replied, that " indeed it was a very

though there are a great number of wri- " fine one ; but that, for his part, he ne-

ters, and even contemporaries, who have " ver engaged in any place from whence
treated of the military exploits contained " he was obliged to retire.'' Peref. ibid.

h\ thefe Memoirs, I cannot meet with two part ii. It was on this occafton that Du-
in ihefe ilefcriptions. Pleflis-Mbrnay wrote this excellent letter

D'Aubigné, in that of the encounter at to the king: " Sire, in war you have been

does not even mention the king's " an Alexander: it is time you fhould now
wound, which was the only one he ever " be Auguirus : it is our glory and duty
received in his fife. Matthieu, ibid. p. " to die loi you ; and ypi .

;

loo, and our belt hiftorians, differ but " you, fire, to live for Fran»

little from our Mi Notes upon the lit:

* Henry having fent to the prince of

Kb
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1592. He was not able to comprehend the caufe of this delay in the chief
s-"—v—'—

' of the league : the fufpicions he entertained of it made him fuddenly

change the march of his army, and take the road back again to the

Somme. An action very pardonable in a foreigner, who law himfelf

in the midft of a ftrange country, where he alone was to fuftain the

war. Henry, who, without conlidering what was glorious for himfelf

in this laft battle, called it only the error of Aumale, and being folicitous

to repair this heroic error, could not refolve to fuffer the Spanifh general

quietly to retreat ; putting off therefore the cure of his wound to an-

other time, he again mounted his horfe, and harrafled the prince con-
tinually, only regretting that he could not do more. But he had a

politic general to deal with, who, notwithstanding all his endeavours,

prefented him always with an infantry in front, which he could not

break through ; and obferved fo prudent a conduct, that it was not

poffible, even at the paflage of the river, to have an encounter with
him. The king at length, quitting him at Pontdormy, returned to

Neuf-Châtel, to have his wound cured, at the houfe of monfieur de
Claire ; where I was received as a friend and relation. I kept only a

valet de chambre, a page, and a footman with me, and fent all the

reft of my equipage to my quarters before Rouen.

The fuccefs of the fiege became more uncertain every day: at laft

the king was informed, by a courier, that Villars, at the head of two
hundred mufqueteers, and three or four hundred foldiers, had in the

night made a furious felly on the fide of Darnetal ; that he had pene-

trated even into the king's quarters, where he had cut all the German
foot to pieces, and carried off fix pieces of cannon, and all the powder;
that afterwards, purfuing his advantage, he had fallen upon the trench,

which he attacked behind ; had killed there three or four hundred
men, and put the reft to flight : in a word, that he did not retire till

he had deftroyed almoft all the works of the befiegers.

This melancholy news recalled the king immediately to Rouen :

he was there convinced, that this misfortune was wholly occalioned by
the maréchal de Biron's fault ; but although he looked upon it as irre-

parable, and hated this commander *, yet he took care to conceal his

* There cannot be a ftronger proof of when this young man offered Come very
the refpeet and deference which Henry IV. reafonable advice, but contrary to that

thought himfelf obliged to fhew the mare- given by the maréchal :
" The goflings,"

dial Bimn, than what this prince laid one (aid he, " would lead the geefe to the pai-

day to Chàtillon, on a certain occalion, " lure. When your beard is white, per-

fentiments.
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fentiments. That irreconcileable averfion which the catholics of his J 592.
party bore to the protectants, made them feize this opportunity to in- *

—-/——'

fuit the maréchal de Biron, who, next to the king, was looked upon

as the chief iupport of the proteftants. The catholics laid openly, that

heaven would never favour Henry's party, while he continued a lure-

tic (a reflection very unreafonable and unjuft, the fuccefs he had hi-

therto met with confidered;) that they expoied themfelves to the di-

vine vengeance by affociating with that reprobate body. From thence,

animated by their zeal, they formed a defign of taking up the hugue-

nots, who had been interred indiscriminately with the catholics, and

leaving their carcaffes a prey to the crows. Two things hindered the

execution of a defign as contrary to religion as to nature itfelf: the

difficulty of diftinguiihing the bodies, and fear left the proteftants, who
compofed two thirds of the army, fhould think their honour engaged

to revenge upon the living catholics an outrage, which, through a

zeal for religion, exceeded all others.

Tin: king, who perceived thefe difpofitions on both fides, ' inftead

of blaming any particular perfon, or fuffering a difcontent to appear,

which might increafe the public broils, affected to fay openly that the

misfortune was not fo great as had been repreiented. In reality, it

did not appear of fuch confequence to the king as a difcord in his ar-

my, which would either deprive him of all die catholics in his partv,

or, on the firft opportunity, fet one half againft the other. It was a

mortifying circumftance for this prince, in the midvf. of fo many caufes

of difquiet, to be obliged to keep all within his own breaft, and fublli-

tute unworthy compliances in the place of abfolute commands: but

lie was not ignorant that the voice of authority, which has the power
of fubjecting all men, when it proceeds from a perfon diftinguifhed

for his fuperior abilities, has no effect upon minds by religion inflamed

and difunited.

He was pcrfuaded alfo, that after the misfortune occafioned by fuch

bad conduct, nothing now remained to be done but to raile the liege

of Rouen; and he fought for a plaufible pretence for doing ù -,

without awakening at the fame time the public diffenfions. He
learnt therefore, with great joy, that the prince of Parma, reinforced

" haps you may have acquired fome who had threatened to retire.

1 do not apprcne of your " mutt," purfued he, embracing I

ingfo freely; that belongs only to " go all to his ithool." Matthieu, vol,

" my father lure," pointing to Biron, II. p. u6.

by
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by the troops of the duke ofMa'ienne and Sfondrate, was returning

haftily to give him battle. He thought this a favourable opportunity

to leffen the fhame of railing the fiege, and to turn againft the com-
mon enemy die fury of two parties which were rending his army in

pieces.

That he might gain time to abandon his lines without confufion,

and regulate the order of his march, he fent Givry to throw himfelf

A city in the into Neuf-Chatel, which the enemy would be obliged to take before
country ot tney could come to Rouen. This, although a very ftrong place, did

not hold out near fo long as was expected: the caufe of which is dif-

ficult to be aflignedj but the whole blame was call upon Palcheux,

who was much weaker, and worle fuftained, than Givry *. Although

an old officer, and dittinguifhed by his actions and his wounds, he

fuftained all the violence of the ftorm; and was put under arreft at

Dieppe, in my opinion, very unjuftly. The relations and friends whom,
the garrifon of Neuf-Châtel had in the party of the league, feemed to

me to be the true caufe that the place made fo flight a reliftance. It

furrendered in the middle of March. The king, by his care and dili-

gence, repaired this misfortune, and brought off his troops from Rouen,

without receiving the leaft check -f; and putting himfelf at their head,

advanced without lofs of time to that fide on which the prince of

Parma was approaching the city.

On his arrival at a plain, where the enemy's army mufl pafs, he

waited for it; and, as foon as it appeared, fent and offered the prince

of Parma battle. The prince accepted it with a joy that was far from

being ftneere: he was afraid of engaging with a general fuch as he

knew Henry to be, and of expofing to the event of a battle the repu-

tation of the greateft warrior in Europe, which a long feries of great

actions had acquired him amongft his partifans. Finding himfelfnow
in fuch a fituation as that he might be forced to fight, he had recourfe

to one of the moft artful ftratagems imaginable to avoid it: he caufed

the beft troops amongft all his battalions to advance, and compofed of

*" Neuf-Chatel might have been taken that he loft three thoufand men, and the
" in an hour's time," fays F. Matthieu; befieged only rive hundred. The earl of

who neverthelefs, as well as the duke of Eflex challenged admiral de Villars to

Sully, blamedGivry for lurrenderingwith- fingle combat, who replied, that his qua-

out making greater refiftance. Vol. II. lity of governor would not allow him to

p. 102. accept his challenge. See the Chron.

t This fiege coft the king a great many Nevenn. and MezeraL
fojdiersj in thole times it was reported

them
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them a front of battle; behind which he drew up, as without defign,

all his cavalry. Under favour of this front of infantry, in fuch order

as was ufual for an action, and feeming to wait only for the iignal, all

his cavalry, the remainder of his foot, and the whole baggage, entered

into the defiles which ferved for an outlet to the enemy's camp; and,

covered by hills and bufhes, which the prince of Parma knew well

how to take advantage of, they faw themfelves immediately out of

reach of the king's army, who were ignorant of all that palled behind

the camp. This front of infantry, which had no depth, taking the

fame rout after the others, in four and twenty hours all difappeared;

nor was it poflîble, on account of the ground being full of narrow

freights and necks of mountains, to dilbrder the enemy's retreat, nor

to engage with his rear-guard.

The prince of Parma was extremely rejoiced, that, without the

lead lofs, he had reached almoft the gates of Rouen. Pie knew no

perfon would be rafh enough to attempt to rtorm him under the walls

of this city: his defign, therefore, was to ftay there fix weeks, which

was a furficient time to refrefh his army in, and afterwards to march

back to the Somme by Neuf-Châtel, Aumale, "St. Valéry, and Pont- St. Valéry ir

dormy; confining all the expeditions of this campaign to the advan- Picardy.

tage of putting this capital, and the reft of the cities that kept firm

to the league, out of a condition to apprehend any thing from the

king's army. Henry penetrated into this general's views ; and laying

alide his defign of making head againft an army fo advan tageoufly

ported, fuftered the prince of Parma to enjoy his triumph, and laid

another fnare for him. He diibanded his whole army, as if it was
now become ufelefs to him, or that he was conftrained to it by necef-

fity. Part was difperfed in Arques, Dieppe, Gournai, Andely, Gifors,

Magny, and other diftant places ; and part had Mante, Meulan, and

the adjoining places for its quarters: the reft he fpread about Pont de

l'Arche *, Evreux, Party, Vernon, Conches, and Breteuil, and fixed

himfelf at Louviers. This conduct was furticiently jurtiiied by ap-

pearances: ic would not have been long pofiible to have fubfifted a

numerous army, had he kept them together; but by the difpofition of

his quarters, particularly the laft, where he had diftributed all his beft

troops, and the promife he had exacted from his officers to repair to

Pont de l'Arche at the firft order, it was eafy for him to reunite his

army in a fiiort time. This feparation, he did not doubt, would make

* All thell- cities, as likewise the places abovenamed, are in Upper Normandy.

Vol. I. C c the
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the Spanifh general perfectly fecure, and furnifh him with fome means
of furprizing him, at leaft in his retreat.

In effect, the prince of Parma, fearing that Rouen, furrounded

by fo large an army, would be in want of provifions, reprefented to

them that there would be no danger in fpreading himfelf over the

country, and made part of his troops advance to Ponteaudemer:.

d'Hacqueville * delivered up this city to him cowardly enough; and
the king not only feemed to be indifferent about it, but alio feigned

Upon the ignorance of the enemy's defign upon Caudebec, which greatly an-
Seme, above

fi yed the city of Rouen; and neglecting to fend fupplies to la Garde,
who was governor of it, fuffered this place to be taken likewife. He
obferved, with extreme fatisfaclion, that the enemy, after thefe two
conquefts, drawn by the conveniency of lodgings and provifions, ex-
tended themfelves along the Seine, below Rouen, as far as they could.

The Spanifh general, however, was not without fufpicion of fome de-

fign in this inactivity, fo unufual with Henry; and probably, had he
been the fole commander of this army, he would not have hazarded

fo much. But his collègue, the duke of Maïenne, who was detained

in Rouen by an indifpofition, affured him there was no danger; and.

he believed it, upon a fuppofition that he was better acquainted with

the flate of the country.

The king, finding the enemy contributed of themfelves to ferve hie-

defigns, refolved to haften the execution of them. In lefs than eight

days he affembled twenty thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe,

with whom he fpeedily advanced to Varicarville and Fountaine-le-

bourg. All the pafTages between Rouen and Caudebec he fhut up»

and began with revenging himfelf completely for the taking this place

and Ponteaudemer, by cutting off from the troops, which were there,

all communication with the body of the army, which put them wholly

into his power. He afterwards went in perfon with ten thoufand foot,

and three thoufand troopers, to attack the enemy's van-guards com-
manded by the duke of Guife. The furprize into which his Hidden

arrival threw this troop, gave him an eaiy conquefr. of them. The
duke's fquadrons were broke through at the firfl: onfet, and he was
obliged to fly with precipitation towards the body of the battalions,

leaving, with a great number of the flain, all the baggage, which
was. very considerable, in the power of the victor.

* — de Vieuxpont, lord d'Hacqueville. He was gained, 'tis faid, by a fum of money,

The
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The prince of Parma, ftruck as with a thunderbolt at this news, 1592.

applied himfelf wholly to fecuring his other quarters, by placing the *—"-v——

'

duke of Guile at Yvetot, and in fortifying the camp, in which he

lodged his difperfed troops, on all fides. He was deiirous of quarter-

ing all the army there ; but as this camp was too fmall to contain it,

he commanded the reft not to remove far from it, to guard their ports

with great care, and to keep themfelves very clofe. After this precau-

tion, which he did not think fufficient, to fuppott all the lodgments

fpread around his camp, he polled three thoufand men in a wood
which bounded them, fortified this wood all round with intrenchments,

and joined it by a line of communication with the camp. The laft

ftep the king had taken made him extremely formidable to the prince

of Parma ; but this prince thought to efcape him by his great fore-

figbt, and diligence in going wherever his prefence was neceflary : he

was again miftaken. The next day the king ordered the baron of

Biron to attack the wood with a body of eight thoufand infantry,

compofed of an equal number of Englifh, Dutch, and Germans, in

order that they might be animated by emulation to excel each other,

and caufed them to be fupported by fix hundred troopers, completely

armed. The attack laded three hours; at the end of which the wood
was carried. Thole who defended it, feeing themfelves broke through,

fled in dilbrder to the fortified camp, after having loft eight hundred

of their men. Their flight expofed the greateft part of the lodgments,

particularly that of Yvetot, where the prince of Parma thought he

had inclofed, as in a fafe afylum, the duke of Guile, with the lame van-

guard that had been fo badly handled before. Henry, as if he had a

perfonal hatred to the duke of Guile, haffened to reconnoitre the quar-

ter of Yvetot ; and judging by the alarm, and the confufed cries he

heard there, that their confternation was not yet over, he fell upon this

quarter with four hundred mufqucteers and a thoufand foot, armed

with pillols and halberts, and attacked it in lèverai places at the fame

time. The prince of Parma, who had not expected fuch rapid ex-

ploits, faw his whole van-guard upon the point of being put to the

(word; and taking counfel only of neceffity, ran thither himfelf, and

vigorpufly fuftained our efforts, till the troops of this whole quarter

had gained the fortified camp. He loft there (even or eight hundred

men, almoft all private foldiers. The greateft misfortune was, that

in this adtion, wherein he behaved like a man who knew as well how
Cc 2 to
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1592. to fight as to command, he received a very dangerous wound in the

Night approached before this battle was ended. The king, in-

ftead of taking any reft after a day of fuch extraordinary fatigue, em-
ployed the night wholly in preparing himfelf for greater advantages.

Judging, therefore, that the enemy's army, numerous indeed, and
covered with intrenchments, yet difmayed, and half vanquiilied,

would keep clofe within the camp, where their numbers would do
them more harm than good, he heiitated not a moment in refolving to

ftorm it. That readinefs and difpatch, which governed all the actions

of this prince, was in him not only the effect of nature, but the fruit

of reading, in particular the lives of Cxfar and Scipio, whom he ftu-

died preferably to all the conquerors of antiquity. He drew out in

the night fix pieces of cannon, which he directed againft the fortifi-

cation of the camp, that he might make ufe of them at the dawn of

day. He vifited his whole army; and kept it in fuch a difpofition,

that it might at the fame time and place be drawn out in order of battle.

His commands were executed with the greateft exactnefs : his former

fucceffës gave an authority to all his words, that made the raoft mu-
tinous obedient.

* The little reliance one can have on
the exaclnefs of thofe military details which
the hiftorians give us, is {hewn particularly

in this, in which I have obferved a great

many contradictions amongft them, with
regard to the encampments, and the num-
ber and date of the encounters. The au-
thor of thefe Memoirs relates all thefe ex-
peditions in fuch a manner, that he feems
to allow but three or four days for aftions

which could not, and were not, performed
in lefs than three weeks. He can no other-

wife bejuftified, than by fuppofing that he
intended to give a flight notion only ofthis
campaign. D'Aubigné, either becaufe he
•was ignorant of the f;icls, cr had no defign

to relate them minutely, gives room for

the fame mi(takc,as our Memoirs, vol. III.

b. iii. c. 15. It is in de Thou, Davila,

Matthieu, Cayet, and the Memoirs of the

league for the year 1592, that we muft
look for them ; although, as I have juft

faid, their relations differ in many circum-

flances. According to the Memoirs of the

3

league, which, in my opinion, merit moil

to be credited, the king defeated the duke
of Guife on the 28th of April, and another

body of troops on the firft of May : on the

5th attacked the fortifications before the

camp; and on the 10th, at five o'clock in

the morning, began the great attack, in

which the prince of Parma received this

dangerous wound, vol. V. De Thou will

have it, that it was at the taking of Cau-
debec that the prince of Parma was wound-
ed, and that he did not pafs the Seine till

the 22d of May, b. ciii. Cayet is of the

fame opinion, vol. II. b. iv. p. 82, and
following. Matthieu blames Henry IV.

for not taking the duke of Maïenne pri-

foner at the fkirmiih of Yvetot, and, with

as little reafon, for avoiding a decifive

battle, p. 109. The king is by fome others

accufed of ftill greater faults, in being ig-

norant of the prince of Parma's prepara-

tions to pafs the river, and with not know-
ing how to prevent him.

Here
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Here it is impoffible to forbear praifing the prince of Parma for a J 592.

conduct, which, in my opinion, can never be lurliciently admired. ^—^v——

'

His camp lay between Rouen and Caudebec, at fome difiance from

the Seine, over which, in all that fpace, there was not any bridge;

yet the next morning the whole camp was delerted. All the troops,

who indeed lay there in heaps one upon another, thofe that were in

Caudebec, and, in general, all that were fpread about the neigh-

bourhood of it, had tranlported themfelves to the other fide of the ri-

ver. Can it appear otherwife than a fable or an ilhilion ? Scarce could

the king and his army trull the evidence of their own eyes.

The prince of Parma had forefeen the king's refolution to attack

him in his camp the next day; and he did not doubt, after what had
palled, but it would be ftormed, and his whole army delivered up to

the mercy of the victors. A forefight ufelefs, and only productive of

defpair, to any other, whofe prudence had not beforehand provided a

relburce : for notwithstanding all the duke of Mai'enne's reprefenta-

tions, he had not delivered himfelf up fo entirely to that fecurity he

would have infpired him with, as to neglect any means that might ex-

tricate him from danger, if it ihould happen that he mould be one day

obliged to engage with the enemy in a country where there were fo

few refources, as on the borders of the Seine below Rouen.

These meafures had been to provide himfelf fecretly with all the

boats he could find, which he caufed to be brought near Caudebec.

It was to this precaution, which few generals would have been capable

of, that the prince of Parma owed the fafety of his troops, and the

prefervation of his glory, reputation, and perhaps his life. He caufed

thefe boats to be laid over the river in the night; and notwithftandi li-

the dilbrder of his camp, and the inconvenience arifing from his wound,
he gave fuch good orders, that a bridge was built that very night, over

which his whole army and baggage paffed fecurely. This we received

particular information of the next day at Caudebec, which furren-

dered as foon as we approached. He only deferves the reputation of

a confummate warrior, who, before a battle, is as cautious as if he was
perfuaded he fhould be conquered, and in it behaves as if he was fure

of conquering.

On the king's fide, but one moment was loft: in aftcnifhment: all

the others were employed in taking fpeedy meafures to deprive the

Spaniih
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i ^jz. Spanifh general of part of the fruits of his dexterity. Henry, after

<— -~v-——
' having well conlidered his attempt, and removed all doubts of fuccefs

from his own mind, held a council of war, and there propofed to

pals his army over Pont de l'Arche, or at Vernon, and purfue the ene-

my immediately. Some of us, though indeed a very fmall number,
liipported this proportion as it deferved. Ifit had been followed, this

campaign had perhaps put an end to the war: but, as it Should feem,

the prince of Parma, having performed actions that lifted him above

humanity, obliged fortune now to come over to his fide; for, upon the

propofal of marching the army to Pont de l'Arche, a cry was raifed in

the council, and a kind of general mutiny, as if the king had made
the moft unreaibnable propofition imaginable. The catholics, the

proteftants, and foreigners, feemed to outvie one another in fearch-

ing for difficulties to oppofeit: they cried that the prince of Parma's

army, being in a level countiy, might get to the gates of Paris * in four

or five days; whereas it would be as long before we could gain Pont
de l'Arche. They reprefented to the king, that the way through which
they mull: pafs being full of forefts, mountains, and defiles, the army
could reach the rendezvous but in fmall divifions; and that, although

it Should have time to come up with that of the league, the fatigue of

fo troublefome a march would make it impoffible for them to attack

it. In a word, they all treated this propofal as a defign equally ridi-

culous and chimerical.

The king, more enraged at the fecret intentions of thofe who talked

to him in this manner, than the purport of their difcourfe, could not

hinder himfelf from replying with fome bitternefs, That all theft diffi-

culties were only unfurmountable to thofe, to whom fear and a diflike

of fatigue made them appear fo. He convinced them they might
reach Pont de l'Arche in two days, and Vernon in four, from whence
they might continually fend detachments of four or five hundred horfe

to retard the prince of Parma's march; to which alio the many ob-
stacles he would meet with would contribute, fuch as the paSSage over

the river of Eure; Louviers, PaSfy, Maintenon, Nogent-le-Roi, and
Chartres, all being Sufficient to oblige him to go greatly out of his way:
that the enemy had no bridge open to them but thofe of Aquigny,
Cocherel, Serify, and two or three others which lay out of their

* It is acknowledged by de Thou, that to Pont de l'Arche. It is with great injuf-

thc king might have ftopt this army, by tice, as we find here, that he charges Hen-
fending his cavalry to fhut up the paffage ry IV. with this error.

road;
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road; and that it would not be impoffible to break or burn part of thefe i 592.
bridges before the enemy arrived. •*——v

—

These arguments fufficiently proved the king's propofal to be prac-

ticable; and it may be laid, that the general officers, by refilling to

\ield to them, refilled the ftrongeit conviction. And this naturally

occafions two reflections: firft, how it happened that a prince, \

in all his expeditions made ufe of mercenaries, picked up wherever he

could find them, of different countries, manners, religions, and inte-

relts, often a very fmall number, and always ready to mutiny, (hould

be able to perform what is related of him in this hiltory. The fécond

is, what this prince would have done, if, inftead of fuch troops, he

had had a confiderable number of well-difciplined foldiers under hi

command, all united, obedient to his will, conftantly attached to his

perfon, and willing to facrifice their lives for him; in a word, fuch

troops as thole conquerors had, whole actions have been fo highly ex-

tolled by pofterity? If thefe reflections are not made every time the-v

offer, it is becaulè that is in every page: and, befides, no one can be

ignorant, that we fhould judge very iil of merit and abilities by fuc-

eefs, if we did not at the fame time judge of the fuccefs by the obftacics.

It is fcarce pofiible to affign a reafon for that invincible obftinacy

which the general officers in the king's army difcovered upon this occa-

fion, in oppofing fo prudent a propofal, unlefs it was owing to that

dilpoiition of mind which I have juft now mentioned. If a fmall

number of French proteftants be excepted, whole fidelity was un-

questionable, and moft of the Englifii troops, who feemed to act iin-

cerely with us, all the reft of the king's army, proteftants, catholics,

and foreigners, ferved him without affection, often unwillingly, and
perhaps wifhed more than they feared that he might fuffer fome con-

fiderable lofs. However, notwithstanding this dilguft to their leader,

on fome occafions they all performed their duty, and feconded him
bravely: fuch had been the attack of the duke of Guife, the encoun-

ter at the wood, and the battle that followed it. Such would have been

the attack of the prince of Parma's camp, if he had waited for as;

for at that time all the king's operations, which he knew well how to

give a dependence upon each other, were executed with fuch rapidity,

that he did not fuffer their courage, when once heated, to have tune-

to cool, nor their minds to return to their ufual habit of thinking.

The behaviour likewife of a fmall number of brave men is alone fufti-

Cient to raife emulation in a whole army, and force it to follow their

example,.
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159?.. example, when they are once engaged: but this fiercenefs, and this

-"v ' ardour, abated, their former ideas return with greater violence, and
are lb much the more capable of embittering their minds, as they

then become fenfible that they have done the very contrary of what
they intended. Unhappily the leaders of the royal army were in this

unfavourable difpofition, when rhe king made a motion to puriue the

prince of Parma. The catholics, who had a little time before pub-
licly declared that they were refolved to withdraw their affiftance, if

the king did not abjure calvinifm, within a certain time which they

prefcribed to him, and reunite themfelves with the reft of France,

there to appoint a king of their own religion : thefe catholics could

not relifli a project, which, by making the king mafter of his ene-

mies, would put him in a condition of giving them the law, inftead

of receiving it from them.

The huguenots, who feared this change of religion as much as the

catholics endeavoured to enhance the neceflîty of it, took umbrage at

every thing, and always thought they were upon the point of being

facrificed, while the king only facrificed himfelf to that neceffity which
obliged him to endeavour to gain the catholics. Through an appre-

heniion that, by extirpating the league, they fhould only labour for

the catholics againft their own intereft, they the eafier reconciled them-

felves to circumftances which would at leaft make the balance even,

and render them necefiary: and, in cafe the king fhould one day for-

fake their religion, they were refolved to take fuch meafures before-

hand, as might make them be feared both by the catholics, and him
whom they gave them for a mafter.

These precautions were, to procure a great number of towns to be

yielded to them, to obtain fuch favourable edicts, and fo many other

lieu ri ties, that the king, although a catholic, fhould find it his in-

tereft to be well with them. It was towards this end that the duke
ofBouillon, who governed abfolutely the refolutions of the army, direct-

ed all his views, and to which he made the five or fix hundred German
horfe under his command fubfervient. On the flighted occafion of

discontent, or rather on the firft caprice, they broke into murmurs,
and threatened, as they did then, that they would return immediately

to Germany. The king, being obliged to behave in fuch a manner as

to fatisfy equally fuch oppofite parties, was greatly perplexed by his

endeavours to ftirle thefe feeds of diviiion: he was delirous of avoiding

an open rupture, or at leaft of protracting it, till he fhould be out of

danger.
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danger. It was this perplexity that reduced him to compliances very

prejudicial to his affairs.

There is no maze fo intricate as was the difentangling thofe inte-

rdis which divided the different parties that compofed the king's army,

I have yet but touched upon the imallclt part. The catholics, befides

their common object, had each of them his own private one in view,

which was to make Henry purchafc their perfonal fervices at a very

high price ; and he was convinced, that without this fatisfaction they

would not bring affairs to a general conclulion. The interefts of the

French calvinifts were not entirely the fame with thofe of the foreign

proteflants. There were certain times when the Englifh, who alone

were united, murmured amongfl: themfelves, that, in all the dangers

they were expofed to, they were actuated by a principle of generality,

which, whatever turn affairs might take, would bring them no ad-

vantage ; and, while this reflection employed their minds, they would

look upon themfelves as madmen, who facrificed their lives purely to

gratify the paffions of foreigners, and demand leave to retire, as they

did upon this occafion, when they abfolutely refufed to engage beyond

the Seine, feeing neither any fecurity or refource for them in a coun-

try at fuch a diltance from the fea, To exafperate them more, and

to ftrengthen their fufpicions, the catholics feized thofe moments of

difcontent to perfuade them, that the king's abjuration was become
abfolutely necelfary.

With regard to the other foreigners, who were paid for their fer-

vices, d'O, and thefe fame catholics, had a fecret equally mort and

infallible, and they made ufe of it frequently: this was to keep the

king in want of money. Therefore, when the Swifs and German
horfe were aiked if they would purfue the prince of Parma, they re-

plied only by demanding their pay; fwearing, that, if it was not

inflantly given them, they would return to their homes, or engage in

the fervice of the league.

Even the Spaniards, the king's declared enemies, had alfo their

intrigues, and took part in this prince's affairs. At this very time they

made a propoial to him, not only to withdraw their troops, but even

to lend them to him, to ferve him againfl the league, in a word, to

put the crown upon his head, provided he would yield Burgundy and

Brittany to them for ever. In order to affilt the king to fubdue thofe

fcruples which the making fuch an extraordinary gift might raife in his

Vol. I. Dd mini.
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592. mind, they recalled to his remembrance the example of Francis I. who,
-Y~—

-

1 they laid, in a lituation lefs preiiing, had given up to them the * fove-

reignty of Flanders and Artois; and that of Henry II. who had given

Spain more towns
-f-

than were contained in both thofe provinces. The
king had fufficient reafon to believe that fo unfeafonable a negotiation

was a piece of Spanifh artifice, in the tafte of Hagemeau, which tended

only to create more confufion, and render him fufpected both by the

proteftants and catholics: but, although this propofition had been really

fincere, he had a motive for rejecting it infinitely ftronger, which was
the implacable hatred he bore to Spain and the houfe of Auftria.

At laft even the league, for fome view or other, entered into the

relblutions that were taken in the king's council. Villeroy, Jeannin,

Zamet, and others, offered Henry, in the name of the league, to give

him the crown upon certain conditions. It is very difficult to guefs

the true caufe of this ftep : whether difguft at the pride and infolence

of the Spaniards, an artifice to procure new fupplies, or a defign to

alienate the proteftants from the king. The only evidence of the fin-

cerity of this propofition was the very hard conditions that were an-

nexed to it: I mall foon have occafion to enlarge upon this fubjecl.

One of the leaf! confequences of this chaos of views and interefts

was the fpreading over every affair an impenetrable obfcurity, and

creating in every mind jealoufy and diftruft. It is indeed furprizing,

that after this the proteftants and catholics could live together in the

fame camp, without expoiing the king to the grief of feeing them
mutiny, or cutting each other's throats. Thofe who in a prince fought

for what is termed policy, might here find fufficient room to praife the

prudence of a king who kept fo many jarring interefts united, and to

admire his difcernment in diftinguifhing thofe who acted with fidelity

towards him : nor ought it to pais unobferved, that fo many fecret and

various defigns left an appearance of order and tranquility. Falihood

affumed the femblance of truth, and enmity concealed itfelf under the

* By the treaty which was paffed dur- Jan. 1559, after the battle of St. Quentin,
ing the imprifonment of this prince at for three cities only of Ham, Càtelet and
Madrid, the 25th of February 1526, Fran-^ St. Quentin, France yielded to Spain and
cis I. refigned his claim there lilcewife to her allies more than an hundred and fifty

the duchies of Burgundy and Milan, to fortified places. The conftable Montmo-
the kingdom of Naples, &c. but this rency's jealoufy of the duke of Guife, and
treaty was declared void by the ftates of his eagernefs to be freed from his confine-

îhe kingdom afTembled at Cognac. ment, made him conclude this treaty, at

t By the treaty ofChàtcau-Cambrefis, in which the whole kingdom murmured.

difguife
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dilguiie of friendfhip. Thofe who pretended the greateft affection to 1592.

the king, either betrayed him, or laboured only to advance their own t—•v-—

f

intereft.

It would be ufelefs to diffemble, that the maréchal de Biron often

played this game, either through malice at being refufed the govern-

ment of Rouen, or defire of protracting the war *, or a difpofition that

took pleafure in creating difcord and confufion. He was never known
to agree with the general opinion, or to yield to the king's inclinations.

He always contradicted, either for the fole pleafure of contradicting,

or becaule he would oblige every one to embrace his opinion. In the

council, when the queftion that has occaiioned this digreffion was de-

bated, he was neither for purfuing the enemy, nor for flaying in Nor-
mandy : he thought it was neceffary to go before and wait for the

prince of Parma on the frontiers of Picardy, through which he would
be obliged to pafs in his return to Flanders. A project uncommonly
chimerical, which was immediately applauded by the proteftants, who
were devoted to the will of this maréchal.

The king faw plainly, that all endeavours to retain fuch discon-

tented troops in his fervice would be in vain. The campaign was draw-

ing towards an end, and a fiege fo long and fatiguing as that of Rouen
made the foldiers extremely deiirous for reft. The king was refolved

to grant it them : he followed that maxim, that a prince fhould al-

ways have the appearance of doing voluntarily even what he was con-

ftrained to do. He told the foreigners, that he was willing they mould
return home, and gave them permiffion to do fo. He diftributed all the

money he had amongft them, leaving himfelf without any to fupply his

neceffàry expences : and though they were not wholly fatisned in

this refpect, yet they had reafon to be pleafed with the noble manner
in which he praifed and thanked them for their fervices. As he had
left Normandy in peace, and (except Rouen, and a few other cities)

entirely reduced under his obedience; and as there was no reafon to

apprehend that the army of the league would come thither foon, he
permitted all the officers of his army, as well catholics as proteftants,

to retire to their habitations: and, to lay the maréchal de Biron under

a neceffity of not abandoning him with his proteftants, which, after

'.'•"hat then, rafcal ! wouldft thou to him an expedient to finiih the war at

" fend us to plant cabbages for Biron ?'' one blow. Perefixe, part ii. ibid.

laid this maréchal to his fon,who propofcd

D d 2 this



MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book IV.

this permifTion, he forefaw he would do, he declared that he would

follow his advice, and in a few days would fet forwards to Picardy;

not that he really entered into this marechal's views, but as he had not

yet fhewn himfelf in that province, nor in Champagne, he thought it

neceflary to make himfelf known there, and to endeavour to conciliate

the affe&ion of the people towards him. A fecret * and more power-

ful motive contributed to favour and confirm this refolution; and Biron,

who knew and flattered the king's weaknefs» drew from thence his beft

reafon.

* His paflton formademoifelle d'Eftrées. midft of the enemy's guards, and came tq

He fometimes ftole away from his army to her houfe, not without hazarding the dan-

go and fee her. He once difguifed himfelf ger of being taken. Notes upon the Hen_-

like a countryman, pafTed through the riade,

MEMOIRS
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WHILE the king with a few proteftants purfued the road 1592.
to Picardy, the prince of Parma haftened to Paris, from u-—y—

whence, without any difficulty, he returned to Flanders, but little fa-

tisfied with his campaign, difcontented to the laft degree with the

league, and its chiefs, and much troubled at a wound which he knew
was incurable.

It is in general, and particular hiftories, that a relation of all that

was performed this year, and the preceding, in different parts of the

kingdom, muft be fought for. The attack of St. Denis *, where
the chevalier d'Aumale loft his life; the taking Stenay and Dun, in

Lorrain; the defeat of the fieur d'Amblife, with the duke of Bouil-

lon's -f- other exploits, either before or after his marriage; the lofs of

* Claude de "Lorrain, knight of the f The duke of Bouillon took Stenay
order of St. John of Jerufalem, having fur- the fame dav that his nuptials were cele-

prized this city at the head of a body of brated. Africanus d'Anglure d'An 1

troops in the fervice of the league, de Vic general of the troops of Lorrain, coming to

ran and beat them back. The chevalier attack Beaumont in Argonne, a city three

d'Aumale was killed in this encounter. leagues from Sedan, which the duke or'

the
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1592. the battle of Craon*; the defeat of the fieur de la Guerche, and the
*—-"V*—«» blockade of Poitiers, are the principal actions, to which an infinite

number of others in Provence, Dauphiné, and Poitou may be added.

From the departure of the prince of Parma, to the negotiations which

preceded the king's coronation, many things happened worthy of no-

tice, and may likewife be found there. I bave, in another place, ex-

cufed mv filence on thefe heads, and the liberty I allow mylelf of re-

lating only the moil: important facts; among which are thofe that re-

gard the count of SoiiTons, and the duke of Epernon; and even thefe

the narration I have juft made has not permitted me to enlarge upon.

The count of Soifibns -j-, after having abandoned the king's party,

and been at open variance with him at Beam, ftill retained hopes of

mairving the princels, his fifter, of whofe affections he always remain-

ed mailer. By the death of Henry III. to whom he had la'ff. attached

himfelf, he was left in the king's army, whom he ferved without af-

fection, and only till he had refolved upon fome new project, or till

fome opportunity favourable to his pafîïon prefented itfelf. He thought

he found one in the fiege of Rouen, an enterprize, in his opinion, of

too much importance to afford the king leifure to employ himfelf in

other affairs. He pretended to take a journey to Nogent, and, ftealing

away from the camp, went fecretly, and with the utmolf expedition,

to Beam, in order to accomplifh his marriage there unknown to Henry.

But he was one of thofe perfons, whofe moft inconfiderable actions

were îrxictly obferved by the king. This prince penetrating into the

count's defigns, lent fuch orders there, that the count, upon his arri-

val at Beam, found the princefs Catherine indeed in the moif favour-

Bouillon had taken from the duke of Lor- the fame time, George de Villequier, vif-

rain, Bouillon defeated his troops under count de la Guerche, attempting to pais

the walls of this place, and d'Amblife was the Vienne, a river in Poitou, was defeat-

ilain. ed at the head of a fmall body of troops of
* This battle was fought before the the league, and himfelf drowned in the ri-

city of Craon in Anjou, which was then ver. See a relation of the blockade of

beiieged by the royalift troops; they were Poitiers, and the feveral fkirmiflies before

compofed of French, Englifh, and Ger- this city, in d'Aubigné, vol. III. book iii.

mans, to the number of 7 or 8000 men, chap. 11. For all thefe expeditions con-

commanded by the duke of Montpenfier, fuit likewife the hiftorians above cited,

the prince of Conty, the duke of Dam- t Charles of Bourbon, fon of Lewis the

ville, &c. who were defeated by the firfr, prince ofCondé, ((lain at Jarnac)
duke of Mercœur at the head of the Spa- and of Frances d'Orleans-Longueville.

nilh troops, and thofe of the league. About He died in 161 2.

able
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able difpofitions towards him, and fome fay that (he had herfelf preiTed 1 592.

him to come thither; but it was quite otherwife with the council, to *—*~v—

^

which the king, in his abfence, had committed the care of the pro-

vince. The fieur de Pangeas, who was at the head of this council, — de Par-

oppofed him boldly, fhewed him the orders he had received from th<

king, raifed the country upon him, and obliged him at tart to return
pjj£|

to France, with the difgrace of having failed in his attempt; for which

the count could take no other vengeance on Pangeas, than by throw-

ing him down a ftaircafe one day, when he met him in the king's

apartments at Pontoife.

By thefe flrokes the count of Soiflbns's character may be eafily un-

derftood; to finifh the picture, let it be added, that there never was
a more blind or more boundlefs ambition. To him every new event

appeared to lead him a ftep forwards to the attainment of his ends,

and engaged him in new mealures, which threw him at fo much the

greater diitance from them, as he imagined he approached nearer.

He himielf knew not the object his wifhes aimed at; reftlefs, uneafy,

and jealous, his ambition was fed by every thing, and drew advantage

from nothing. Nature had given him qualities quite contrary to thole

of the king; he refembled him neither in humour nor manners. The
king was open, frank, and generous; the count of Soiffons to a mind
naturally referved, and incapable of a wife forefight, added an affect-

ed moderation and defpicable cunning. He endeavoured to impute

upon the world an aflumed ferioufnefs for an air of grandeur; labour-

ed to appear impenetrable, and miftook the frozen countenance which

falle gravity wears for refpect. Pomp, and the oftentation of gran-

deur was his tarte: in a word, ambition had taken abfolute pôflèffion

of his heart, and his whole behaviour was made up of ceremony and

formality. The near affinity this character bore to that of the Spa-

niards in general, was perhaps the fource of that antipathy the king

conceived for him, and which he could never furmount.

As for the duke ofEpernon*, ambition was not his predominant paf-

fion; he was likewife actuated by an unconquerable pride; an infolence,

* John Lewis de Nogaret de la Va- peer of France, the oldeft officer of the

lette, duke of Epernon, colonel general of crown, general of an army, governor ol a

Fiance, governor of Guyenne, Metz, and province, knight of any order, and coun-

the county of Meflin. He died in 1642, fellor of ftate, and almort the oldeft man
aged 88 years ; and, as the author of his of rank in his time. They called him the

Hfe obferves, he was the oldeft duke and king's wardrobe, becauie ofthe great num-
or
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i 592, or rather a natural ferocity, that mewed itfelf in every word and action.

u-—/""-"; Ambition, 'tis faid, makes ufe of various methods to accomplish its

deligns. Epernon, regarded in this light, could not be an ambitious

man, for he ufed only one, which was that haughtinefs by which he

expected to carry all before him. In a word, ambition was, in him,

but a natural love of independence, infpired by a harm difpofition,

mifinthropv, and a prefumption that made him confider himfelf fupe-

rior to friendihip and rewards. He hated the king, becaufe he hated

the whole world; and, without doubt, there were moments when he

was not well fatisfied with himfelf. A confiant difobedienc"e to his

Superiors, an infolent behaviour to his equals, and a cruel and in-

supportable conduct towards his inferiors, make up the reft of his

character.

Epkrnon, finding that his enterprizeshad not the fuccefs his pride

had flattered him with, was obliged to altered his behaviour, and fome-

times, tho' but feldom, behaved courteoufly to thofe whom he might

have occafion for; but even his kindnelTes, if that phrafe may be al-

lowed when fpeaking of him, had a fort of fpleen and contempt in

them: fo that if he hated the world, he was equally hated by it; no

one ferved him from any other motive than fear, which was the caufe

that with great difpofitions for war, and in a fituation which might

hive made them ufeful, he ruined his affairs. Provence and Dauphiné

held for him, and for Valette * his brother. Thefe provinces, whole go-

vernor, before him, had been the grand prior
-f-,

the natural brother

her of ports which he poffefTed in this duke of Sully, is rather too difadvantage-

prince's houfhold. There is recorded an ous ; however, it would not be eafy toxe-

excellent anfwer of his to Henry IV. who fute what he fays : all the hiftorians agree

one day in anger reproached him with not with him in charging the duke of Epernon
loving him. The duke of Epernon, fays with a boundlefs ambition, and his corre-

his hiftorian, without being furprized at fpondence with Spain is proved by feveral

the king's rage, anfwered coolly, but with letters of the cardinal d'Offat. As for hb
great gravity, " Sire, your majefty has extraction, " Patrem, fays Bufbeq, habuit
" not a more faithful fervant than myfelf " bello egregium, avum tabcllionem five

" in the kingdom: I would rather die, " notarium." Epift. 17. On the con-
" than fail in the leaft part of my duty to trary, according to father Vaiflette, he
" you; but, Sire, as for friendfhip, your defcended from William de Nogaret, fa-

" majefty well knows that is only to be mous for his quarrels with the pope in the
" acquired by friendfhip." The king,who reign of Philip le Bel. Confult likeviie

equally knew how to admire great actions our genealogifts.

and fpeeches of this kind, converted all his * Bernard de Nogaret,admiral of France.

indignation into efteem, &c. Life of the + Henry, count d'Angoulème, fon of

duke of Epernon, page 225. The cha- Henry II. and of Livingfton, a Scots

racier which is here given of him by the lady.

I Of
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of their three lafh kings, defpifed him for liis extraction, and hated him i ^92.

for Ills cruelty. They v\ I when Epernon (whp when Henry
III. was living would not remo v e far from the court) lent them la Va-

lette in his llead, who made himfelf belovgd in Provence, and ferved

the king with fidelity. Henry III. becoming acquainted with the

true character of his favourite, began to be apprehenfive of him him-

felf ; he difgraced Epernon, and had thoughts even of putting him

der an arreft at Angoulème. La Valette, on this occafion, loft hi

vernment ; but all was reftored to them after the murder of the duke

ofGuife, which laid Henry III. under the nccefiity of ftrengthe

himfelf with every one whom he could engage in his party, at any price

whatever. After the death of this prince, Epernon, whole vanity

would not fuffer him to obey the king of Navarre, quitted him at Pon-

toife, notwithstanding all the inilances he made him by meffieurs de

Bellegarde and Roquelaure to return, to which he condefcended him-

felf to intreat him. To oppofe a king was a circumflance highly flat-

tering to his pride, and in his government of Provence he forgot no-

thing that might contribute to it : he was the firir. amongft the nobi-

lity to fign the king of Navarre's exclulion from the crown. It will

not be rafh to judge, by Epernon, of the lincerity of this plea of reli-

gion, with which it was then ufual to cover a defign of reftraining the

lawful authority.

The remainder of the duke of Epernon's hiflory will give a fuper-

ficial knowledge of the affairs of the provinces in the fouth of France.

He there experienced great reveries of fortune : the two brothers affift-

ing each other mutually, were often worlled, and could not prevent

three or four conhderable parties from being formed in Dauphine and
Provence, which oppofed them there, without reckoning one in each

of the great towns, who endeavoured to make themlelves inde-

pendent. The duke of Savoy*, and the duke of Nemours his bro-

ther, carried on intrigues there, and their party became very power-

ful, after the king of Spain had permitted the duke of Savoy, who
was his fon-in-law, and whom he vigoroufly fupported, to be ac-

knowledged count of Provence, and hold this fief of his crown. In

the midft of their fuccefles, thefe two princes met with a formidable

rival, who flopped their career, and reduced their party to ineffectual

menaces. This was Lefdiguieres
-f-,

remarkable for his valour and

* Charles Emanuel, duke of Savoy. + Francis de Bonne, duke of Lefdi-

He died in 1630. guieres, conftable of France.

Vol. I E e good
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1592. good fortune againft the duke of Savoy. He always continued faith-

v—*-"v~~"—; ful to the king, and could never be reproached with having appro-

priated to himfelf the fruits of his aérions, nor of having coveted the

Sovereignty of Dauphiné. Perhaps he only wifhed that the king

might long have occafion for his afliftance, and never come into

Alphonfo this province. Memeurs de Montmorency, and d'Ornano, gave great
(I Ornano, ftrength to this party. The others were formed by the duke of Joy-

theCorfi- eufe *, the countefs of Sault, and the count of Carces, with the fieur

cans. de Vins. Lewis d'Aix and Cajoux, Ligny, Martinengue, and many
others, raifed tumults there, and filled thefe countries with divifions

and llaughter ; but their faction did not yet extend itfelf beyond the

bounds of one city. La Valette was hardly able to fupport himfelf

longer in Dauphiné, when he was flain at the fiege of a little incon-

Roquebrune fiderable town. The duke of Epernon immediately invaded this govern-
in Provence. ment : for form's fake he demanded letters patent for it from the king,

who durft not refufe them to him ; but, inftead of quelling all thefe

different parties, he went thither only to make a new one, upon which
the king had as little reafon to depend as any of the others. One may

A city of judge of this, by what paffed at the fiege of Villemur, the only adtion

Languedoc, which I fhall give a particular relation of from memoirs, the authen-

ticity of which I can anfwer for.

The duke of Joyeufe, a zealous partifan of the league in Langue-

doc, having drawn together five or fix thoufand foot, and eight or

nine hundred horfe, in the neighbourhood of Touloufe, advanced with

them on the 15th of June, in the year 1592, towards Montauban,
pillaged the little villages, and the fiat countries, and after exercifing

all the cruelties ufual in thofe miferable times, came and laid fiege to

Villemur.

The fieur d'Ariat, after whom I relate thefe circumftances, and

the citizens of Villemur, had recourfe to Thémines
-f-,

who command-
ed for the king in that province, and intreated him to come imme-
diately with powerful fupplies to their affiftance. Thémines, know-
ing he was not ftrong enough, addrefied himfelf to the duke of Eper-

* Antony Scipio, knight of Malta, Carces. Hubert delà Garde, lord of Vins.

who took the title of duke of Joyeufe after Charles de Cafaux, &c.
the death of his brothers. Chriflina d'A- f Pons de Laufiere de Cardaillac, after-

guerre, countefs of Sault, baronefs of Vi- wards maréchal of France.

Gafpard de Pontevez, count of

2 non,
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non, and while he waited for the reinforcement the duke promifed to 1592.
give him, fent a detachment of fmall bodies of cavalry and toot, which '—-y~—

got into Villemur with great difficulty, the troopers on foot, becauie

their horfes could be of no ufe to them, the city was fo clofely environ-

ed. Joyeufe was feverely punimed for the error he was guilty of there,

as we ihall fee prefently. This error was the attacking the town it-

felf, inftead of beginning with the caille, which, although much
ftronger in appearance, was in reality the weakeft. Without doubt he

was not fufficiently acquainted with the place, or had a defign to make
ule of the magazines of corn, and other ammunitions, of which he

knew it was full.

Epernon fent indeed a confiderable body of troops ; but as he-

had given them orders to act but faintly, and particularly to avoid

hazarding much in fighting, thefe troops, although great expectations

were railed by them, minded nothing but recreation, abandoned their

ports, and by their bad example did more harm than good to the

other royalift foldiers. Joyeufe, who did not want courage, efpecially

when he was to act in perfon, finding the occafion favourable, and
perhaps doubtful of the duke of Epernon's defigns, fell upon his fol-

diers, unprized them, and would have made a great daughter, if Thé-
mines had not run thither time enough to fave the remainder ; he
could not, however, prevent feven or eight hundred from being (lain.

There needed no more to make Epernon * recal them abfolutely. The-
mines afterwards ftrongly folicited both him and the maréchal de Ma-
tignon for affiftance, but in vain ; and all he could do was to throw
himfelf into Villemur, with d'Ariat, two hundred and fifty arquebu-
fiers, and about a hundred or a hundred and twenty troopers, to fup-

port the belieged, whom Joyeufe prefied more vigorouily than before.

He obliged Reiner, who was lord of it, but who was grown too infirm

to perform the duties of a governor upon this occafion, to go out, and

reiblved to defend himfelf there till the lait extremity, being allured that

the king, whom he acquainted with his fitilation, would not fuffer him
to perilh.

* All this is fo pofitivc, that it may ba- from Villemur, and put this place into a

lance the authority of de Thou, who ftate of defence, p. 1 34. The Chronolo-
mentions this fa£t very favourably for the gie Novenn. agrees here with our .

duke of Epernon, and that of the author moirs, book iv. p. 63. - Me-
of this duke's life, who maintains that his moirs of the league, vol. V.
foldiers drove thole belonging to the league

E e 2 tw
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1592. In effe£t, this prince wrote inftantly to the dukes de Montmo-
^—^v~—' rency, and d'Epernon, to fend him fupplies. Epernon, accuftomed to

difobey, gave no attention to this order ; but Montmorency fent him
Antony Du- Lecques and Chambaut, with fome brave proteftant troops. Thefe
Pk-ix, lord of werc {[[W too few m number to oppofe the army of joyeufe, lately re-

inforced by the inhabitants of Touloufe : Lecques, and Chambaut,
Raimontde therefore, had recourfe to MelTilac, lieutenant for the king in Au-
Meffillacde Vergne, and to the vifcount de Gourdon, as remarkable for his courage

and fidelity as for his deformity. Thefe two officers marched imme-
diately to the affiftance of Vjllemur, with eight hundred arquebufiers,

and two hundred and eighty horfe. Joyeufe lent to offer them battle,

which they refufed, warned by the misfortune which had happened to

Epernon's troops, and folicitous only to accomplifh their firft inten-

tion. After this refufal, the befiegers cavalry, who found themfelves

too much ftraitened in their lines, demanded permiffion of Joyeufe

to remove into the neighbouring villages, which this general granted

with fome difficulty, and contrary to the opinions of the fieurs d'Onous

and Montberaut. He obliged the officers to give their words, that

upon the firft fignal which fhould be made them, they would return to

the camp.

Mess ill ac, Lecques, and Chambaut, perceiving that this remova-1

of the cavalry had extremely weakened the army of the befiegers, di-

vided their whole foot into four bands, to each of which they added

fifty troopers, whom they caufed to difmount. A regiment of eight

hundred men was drawn up in battalia within view of the entrench-

ments, with orders to charge on a certain fignal. Four hundred men at-

tacked the firft intrenchment, and were fupported by the four troops.

The guard there ufually confifted of no more than two hundred foot ;

but Joyeufe, who had fpies amongft us, being informed of the defigned

attack a few moments beforehand, fent thither four hundred men more,

and at the fame time made the cannon fire three times, which was the

fignal agreed upon with his cavalry. It happened, that either through

Qacknefs in obeying on their fide, or eagemefs on that of theproteftants,

this cavalry did not come up till after the aclion was begun. Our men
advanced before fun-rife, and falling upon the firft intrenchment, laid a

hundred of thofe who defended it dead upon the ground ; the reft fled

towards the fécond entrenchment, and carrying thither only their

fears, this, though much better than the firft, was likewile ftormed

with confiderable lofs.

The-
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Themines beholding all within the walls, feconded the affail- 1592.

ants, and made fo feaibnable a fally, that he completed the rout of the »—-~y—

befiegers. Their cavalry (hewed themfelves that moment at the head

of the camp ; but inftead of putting a flop to this confufion, they no

fooner perceived the eight hundred men, which compofed the body of

referve, with three hundred horfe puftiing againft them, than they

followed the example of the reft of the army, and fought for fafety

in flight. Their terror increafing every moment, it foon became a

general rout, which it was not in the power of Joyeufe to prevent.

Dragged along himfelf with the fugitives, he gained a bridge of

planks and ropes which he had ordered to be thrown over the Tarn.

The number of thofe who haftened thither, on this fide, overcharging

this bridge, it funk under Joyeufe, and he and all that were with him

were {'wallowed up in the river. Fear had fo blinded the reft of the

troops, that ftill imagining they faw a bridge where none now was,

they plunged into the waves where it had ftood. More than three

thouiand foot, and four hundred horfe perimed on this occafion, either

by the lword or the water. A prodigious lofs for an army fo incon-

siderable, whereas theroyalifts loft only thirty men. The citizens of

Villcmur beheld this aftonilbing fpecfacle from the top of their walls,

with a joy mingled with wonder and horror ; which made them com-
pare an effedt. of fear, which had the appearance of a miracle, with that

which the facred hiftory relates of the Egyptians at the paffage of the

Red-fea. But to return to the king.

This prince went into Picardy, and in order to give employment

to his troops, fent the maréchal de Biron to beiiege Epernai. The In Cham-

fiege was long and obftinate ; Biron was (lain there by a cannon ball *. pagne.

And if the king, who during that time ftaid at Compiegne, had not

refblved to (hew himfelf before this city, they would have found great

difficulty in taking it. He defeated fome powerful fuccours that were

endeavoured to be thrown into the place, and obliged it at laft to

furrender.

His funds failing him entirely, he was obliged, after this expe-

dition, to difband the remainder of the foreign troops. He continued

' Which took off his head. He was in thefe battles made a fear. He was god-

almoft as famous for his learning as his father to cardinal de Richlieu, who was

abilities in war. De Thou greatly re- named after him. The city of Gontaut,

he lofs we have had of his Com-
i

»ave its name to this family,

mentaries. He commanded in chief 1:1 prie i>t this maréchal in

(even battles, and every wound lie received Brant. <

fome
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fome time longer in his quarters, upon the report that was fpread

of the prince of Parma's having returned into France to execute the

great projects he had formed againft the king. The death of this

brave general * happened very fortunately for Henry, who faw himfelf

not in a condition to oppofe luch an enemy. The Spanifh army, hav-

ing loft its leader, difperfed. The time that was taken up in appoint-

ing his fucceffbr, gave the king leifure to breathe again ; he drew near

Paris, and thought of nothing but taking advantage of the Spaniards

removal.

I did not attend the king in his journey to Picardy ; I went to

Mante, where finding madam de Châteaupers in a dilpolition favour-

able to my love, I married this lady, and our nuptials were celebrated

the fame day that the prince of Parma
-f-,

with his army, palled through

Houdan.

To confefs the truth, the king's politics were not to my tafte. Ï

faw with pain, that the exigency of his affairs laid him under the ne-

ceffity of complying with every délire of the catholics, while the pro-

teftants were neglecfed ; and after the departure of the foreign troops,

which gave their rivals many advantages over them, their affiftance

was of no confideration. I had, in particular, often experienced the

effects of their hatred or jealoufy, from whence I concluded, that I

mould never be able to advance my fortune. I was likewife difgufted

with the king's behaviour towards me ; his coldnefs, though I knew

"* At Arras, in the abbey of St. Vaaft. this alfo is the opinion of Bongars, book
The Spaniards were accufed of havingpoi- xlix.

Jbned him through jealoufy, but thewound f This could not be till the 23d or

he received in Normandy the year before, 24th of May, as the prince of Parma diJ

joined to the bad make of his body, was not pafs the Seine till the night of the

theonly caufeof hisdeath, as was acknow- 21ft or 22d of that month. Here then is a

ledged when he was opened. Cayet, ibid. miftake either in the New Journal of

90. See in de Thou, book civ. a panegy- Henry III. printed in 1720, (where in the

ric on his great qualities. His body was 271ft page, the duke of Sully's marriage is

carried through Lorrain to Italy attended obferved to be celebrated on the 1 8th) or

by 160 horfe, caparifoned in black. He in the Memoirs of Sully. The baron de

was no more than 48 years of age. He Rofny's fécond wife was called Rachel de

complained of being twice poifoned by the Cochefilet, daughter of James lord of

Spaniards, if we may believe d'Aubigné, Vaucelas, and of Mary d'Arbalefte. She
who allures us, that the Italians were fo was firft married to Francis Huraut, lord

fully pcrfuaded of it, that from that time of Ci , and is, who died .in

.they could never endure the Spani- 15 \r. She furvived the duke of Sully,

,ards, vol. III. book iii. chap. 28. And and died in the year 1659, aged 93 years..

it
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it to be feigned, had fuch an appearance of a total étrangement, that 1592
I determined to quit war, and retire to my eitate, there to live far from v—*"v~
bulinefs, and the tumult of life.

The event juftified the king's prudence, and I was the firft to come
over to his opinion, and to give him advice very oppolite to my former

fentiments; but then I faw things with other eyes. The reflection

on all that the proteftants and myfelf had endured; the little confidc-

ration I appeared to be then of, and fbmewhat of that general difpofi-

tion of mind which always dictated the intereft of religion, formed all

my refolutions, and were the foundation of that fyftem I built for the

king, and which at that time feemed to me to be the only reafonable

one. I would have had this prince, doing juftice to tholè who had ferved

him with zeal and affection, to have refilled all other afliftance, and
caft himlelf entirely in their arms. I was perfuadcd that after fuch an

open declaration of his dependence upon the proteftants, England,

Holland, and all the proteftant powers in Europe, would exert tliem-

felves fo effectually in his favour, that they would loon, without any

alïiftance from the catholics, feat him upon the throne. In this, as in

every thing elfe, the king's undcrftanding was fuperior to mine. He
knew, from the firft moment, that a kingdom, like France, was not to

be gained by foreign hands ; and although it had appeared even pofli-

ble, yet it was the hearts of the French, rather than their crown, that

this good prince fought to conquer. And he would have thought the

rewards which, on that occafion, he fhould be obliged to beftow upon
the authors of his elevation, to their prejudice, tohave been an encroach-

ment upon their lawful rights.

My laft motive for retiring was, that a little after I arrived at Mante,
the wounds in my mouth and neck, which I had received in that un-
fortunate rencounter at Chartres, opened again, and obliged me to go
to Rofny to be radically cured, to prevent the fatal confequences which
generally attend wounds of that nature. I continued there fome time:

after a life fo tumultuous, as that which, till this moment, I had led, I

tafted, with higher relifh, the fweets that retirement offers to a heart

detached from ambition. I amufed myfelf there with writing the

events varied by good and bad fortune, to which I had been expofed
for the fpace of twenty years.

BUHY

2I 5
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1592.
»—--v ' Buhy *, the king's lieutenant in the Vexin, came one day to vifit me,

and informed me that the king had written to all the governors to draw
together what troops they were able, and to come immediately to his

affiftance; for it was about this time that they were in expectation of

the prince of Parma's return into France; and Buhy, therefore, afked

me, if I would not, upon this occafion, do as others did. This queftion

recalled the remembrance of the many governments which I had re-

queued, and had been denied to me.; and, laftly, the poft of one of the

king's lieutenants, which the duke of Nevers, and the catholics had hin-

dered me from obtaining, in a very haughty and infulting manner. I

anfwered this officer, with fome emotion, that if the king had had any

occafion for my fervice, he would have done me the honour to write to

me. Buhy found fomething of anger in my reply, and, like a good
courtier, exaggerated it, when he repeated it to the king, and gave him
to understand, that he ought no longer to have any dependence on me,
for I had refolved to fpend the reft of my days in the country . This cir-

cumstance was added by himfelf ; for I did not efteem Buhy fo much
as to make him my confidant. " His difpolition then is greatly altered,"

replied the king immediately, " for he never failed to be prefent on
" fuch occafions as are now approaching. Altho' he excules himfelf
" on account of his wounds, I know well enough what detains him ;

" he is offended with me, and not without reafon. He would play the

" philofopher for the future; but when I fee him, I fhall be abje to

" make all up again ; for I know him thoroughly."

John Se- This converfation paffed in the prefence of the prefident Seguier,
guier. wno dined with me fome time after, and related it to me. Having

freely difclofed my moft fecret thoughts to this great magiftrate, whom
I knew to be my friend, an honeft man, and an excellent politician, he
anfwered me in thefe words, which I fhall never forget, becaufe they

firft opened my eyes, and removed my prejudices. " Sir, you appear
" to me to be touched with refentment. We live in a time when tran-

" quility is very difficult to procure. The wifeft amongft us are filent,

" and patient, in hopes of more favourable days, and the king is fo

" prudent, and fo virtuous, that God has no doubt referved our refto-

" ration for him."

* Peter de Mornay de Buhy, brother of Du-Fleflis-Mornay.

From
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From that moment, finding no other inconveniency from my
wound, than a little difficulty in fpeaking, I began again to ride, and
followed by fifty horfe, I made excuriions over the great road of Ver-

neui] and Dreux to Paris, in order to refume my former occupation,

which I perceived was again likely wholly to engrofs me. In the fé-

cond of thefe journeys, one day when I was riding towards Dreux, be-

tween the villages of Marolles and Goufiainville, I met ten or twelve

men on foot, who, the moment they faw us, ftruck into the woods
with which that country abounds. I followed them immediately,

and feized two of them, who had not quitted the great road. Thefe
were pealants who were returning from Paris, whither they had

to fell their poultry. I afked them fome queftions, and they ani

ed me very ingenuoufly ; they told me, that it was their cuftom to

travel in the night, to avoid the inconveniencies they were expofed

to in thofe roads in the day, but that they had taken courage this

once, having nine or ten perlons in their company, among whom they

(kid were three domcllics belonging to meilleurs de Mercceur, de Me-
davy, and de Vieux-Pont.

There needed no more to make me purfue thefe three men, whofe
myfterious journey excited my curiofity. It was impofiile to overtake

them j my people could only feize two others of thole that were of

Verneuil, from whom finding 1 could draw nothing by threatenings,

I made ufe of another method. I gave them four crowns, and pro-

mifed them more, if they would tell me all they knew concerning

thole three domeftics. They defired me to follow them, and led me
directly to a large hollow oak, furrounded with thickets, where they

told me thefe fervants had flopped, and put fome papers into the trunk

of this tree: in efFect, I found there two tin-boxes, and a ticking

fack, which feemed to me to be full. This acquisition confoled me
for the melfengers efcape; and after rewarding the two men, I return-

ed to Rolhy, very impatient to open my packets.

They appeared to be fuch as I wifhed: in the firft I found com-
miflions from the duke of Maïenne to levy foldiers, feveral letters

written in cyphers, in this general's own hand, to the duke of Mer-
cœur : but papers more important engaged all my attention ; they re-

lated to the third party, which was then beginning to be talked of,

and amongft which I found two memorials that feemed to be of the

utmoft confequence. The firft was a memorial of the demands which
Vol. I. F f the
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1 592. the prefident Jeannin * made upon Spain, in the name of the duke of
-—V-—J Maïenne; and the fécond contained the anfwer given to thefe condi-

tions by the arch-duke Erneft for the king of Spain. All the reflec-

tions imaginable could not throw fuch light upon the duke of Maï-
enne's deiigns, the fpirit of the league, and the politics of Spain, as the

contents of thefe two pieces: of which this is an extract.

The duke of Maïenne fubmitted the league to the pope, and put
it under the king of Spain's protection, upon the following conditions,

h regarded the party in general, as well as himfelf in particular.

Firft, That the king of Spain fhould furnifh, and maintain in the 1er-

vice of the league, an army of fixteen thoufand foot, and three thoufand

horfe; in which army there fhould be two thoufand foot, and five

hundred troopers, all French, of whom the duke of Maïenne was to

have the fole difpofal, befides four thoufand foot more, and Ave hun-
dred horfe, French likewife, who were to continue near his perfon

only, and to be maintained by Spain: That the number of thefe troops

fhould be augmented as occafion required: That the duke of Maïenne
fhould have the chief command of thefe troops, and thofe of the party,

with the title of lieutenant-general of the crown, till a king of France
was elected : That this election fhould be made in a general conference,

1 y which they certainly meant the flares of the kingdom : That till this

election was made and confirmed, the penfion which Spain already paid

to the general fhould be augmented to as much more, that is, from
thirty thoufand livres a month, to fixty, befides a hundred thoufand

crowns, which he fhould receive immediately, and a hundred thoufand

livres after the ratification of the treaty; in expectation of which,

they fhould begin, by putting him in actual poffeffion of Burgundy;
That after the nomination of the future king, the duke of Maïenne
mould be continued in the government of the flate, with the title of
lieutenant-general; and that then, and not before, he fhould yield up

- the city of Soiflons to the Spaniards, becaufe it was at prefent the

only place of fecurity he had for himfelf in France: That if he
found infurmountable obftacles, either in the election of a future

king, probably from the king of Navarre, or in the invafion and
keeping of Burgundy for the duke of Maïenne, the king of Spain

mould make the duke amends, by an annual penfion of three hun-
dred thoufand livres, for the pofTeflions he might lofe in France;

which penfion fhould never be leffened or taken away, whatever

* René Jeannin, baron dc Montjeu, prefident of the parliament of Dijon.

2 agreement
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agreement might be made between the king of Spain and the acknow-

ledged king of France, but be continued to his heirs for ever:

i (hould cancel all the duke of Maïenne's debts, or thofe of the

king elected with the confent of this crown, if he was a native of

France : That they Ihould give fuitable rewards to the other principal

pfficers of the league; theie were not expreffed, either becaufe the

duke of Maïenne was lefs iblicitous about the intercils of others I

his own, or that he thought this article would be ealily fettled, be»

caufe, if money was wanting, the lords might be fatisfied with pen-

lions, dignities, or governments.

Such were the demands of the chief of the league, in which, as

we have feen, he did not forget himfelf. For all this, he offered the

king of Spain (befides the crown, which, although he was not men-
tioned, could only be defigned for a prince of the houfe of Auitria,

lince the duke of Maïenne teemed to exclude himfelf) he offered, I

fay, a certain number of towns, for whofe names, as well as that of

the future king, were blanks ; thofe that Spain might take being to be

reflored to the French catholics, under the protection of the king of

Spain and the duke of Maïenne. All was calculated for the fecurity

and caution of Spain, till the election of a king, without any further

explanation; which proves alfo, that they thought this election would
fulliciently indemnify this crown; at lean; that they wanted, by this

inlinuation, to flatter it with hopes, in order to procure an immediate
and effectual afiifb.nce from it. What gave rile to this fufpicion was,

their care in infilling upon, and often returning, the following clauL:

That till all theie articles were agreed to at Madrid, for which they

allotted the fpace of a month, Spain mould firft begin by lending a

powerful fupply into Burgundy, which they laid was in great d ..'

The more to hailen the resolutions of this court, the duke of Maïenne,

throughout the whole treaty (hewed himfelf to be a faithful llr-

vant (although a little interefted) of the hcufe of Anuria, protected

coldly, that if thefe conditions were not thought advantageous enough
Qas might turn to whatever fide fhe pleafed, for he

weary with bearing the burden, and wilhed for nothing more than to

be eafed of it.

But this was only a feint ; he had to do with a council wr .

e inly change, and who underftood their intereft (til! better. To
memorial the arch-duke anfwered, in the name of the king of

. That his majelty was well pleafed with the title of Defender

Ff 2 of
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1592. of the League, and would look upon himfelf as chief of the party:

—r-—
' That they mould find him always ready to grant them whatever fup-

plies they demanded againfl the king of Navarre, and even more than

they demanded ; for he agreed to fend into Picardy alone the nineteen

thoufand men formerly mentioned; it is eafy to fee with what de-

fign, this province bounding the Low Countries ; befides thofe which
he offered to fend into different parts of the kingdom. He did not feem

to be fo much alarmed on account of Burgundy as the duke of Ma'ienne,

probably becaufe the council of Spain difcovered that this general,

who had demanded the poffeffion of this province, would be glad that

the troops mould be all employed there. Upon this article, he only

granted wherewithal to raife a thoufand German foot, and to maintain

three hundred horfe. He added, however, that if the whole force of

the war was turned againft this province, his catholic majefly would

not refufe to fend a considerable number of troops there; and without

doubt, in this he meant to keep his word.

As to what regarded Ma'ienne in particular, his catholic majefiy

appeared much lefs liberal. Of all the articles this was the moft re-

duced : he would make no addition to the penfion of thirty thoufand

livres a month ; and would grant him but, and that only while he

continued in perfon in the army, two thoufand foot, and five hundred

troopers. Upon the other articles he was filent. With regard to thofe

places which might be feized, Spain confented that the duke of Ma'i-

enne fhould keep what he had taken, provided fhe was allowed to do

the fame : fhe would not relinquish her demand of Soiffons, and wa3
abfolutely refolved to have this city for a fecurity for thofe advances fhe

made in this war ; fhe promifed only to refign it after the election of

the king : this nomination appeared ftill uncertain to Spain, who gave

them to underftand, that if fhe was fatisfied with it, every thing might

be expected from her gratitude, but beforehand fhe would rifk no-

thing. For this purpofe, all the other articles were left unanfwered,

and a new one was added, which was, that the duke of Ma'ienne

fhould remove certain perfons from about him, who, doubtlefs, did

not fupport the interefls of Spain with the French general; their

names were not written ; but it was faid, that they had been Signi-

fied by word of mouth to the agent for the treaty. Such were his

catholic majefty's difpofitions, who by attending only to his own in-

terefls, and revolving to fell his affiflance very dear, followed exactly

the duke of Ma'ienne's example.

The
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The reading of thefe papers left no room any longer for refent- 1592.

merit in my mind ; and thinking them of great importance to the *—-"v—
king, I hallened immediately to Compiégne. I found time and ab-

fence had not altered his fentiments with regard to me. I had half

an hour's private converfation with this prince, to whom I related in

brief the occafion of my journey. The examination of thefe papers

was deferred till the evening of that day, when, all the courtiers be-

ing retired, I was introduced into the king's apartment, and remain-

ed there finit up with him. After his majefîy had fent for Bering-

hen and Choirin, to decypher the greateft part of the papers, from

them we learned whom the third party was compofed of, which a?

yet had been only mentioned in whifpers, and had been formed even

in the court, and fupported and directed by the abbé * de Bellozanne,

the two Durets, and I believe the abbé Du-Perron ; all of them de-

pendents of the count of Soiflbns and the cardinal of Bourbon, and

particularly attached to the laft. In all appearance, thefe perfons

were the authors, and at firft the only promoters, of this faction,'

which was afterwards joined by meffieurs de Nevers, de Longueville,

deVillcroy, d'Oj and the reft of thofe catholics who were in the court,

who valued themfelves upon being too good Frenchmen to luffer the

Spanifh dominion, and too zealous for the Roman religion to confent

to have a proteftant king. The count of Soiflbns fome time after

joined thefe gentlemen ; and it was reported, that, inconftant to his-

former miftrefs, he was lèverai times upon the point of marrying ma-
demoifelle de Longueville. They had alfumed the name of politicians,

to ditlinguifh themfelves from the royalifts and leaguers, and to fhew
that they regarded the good of the ftate, and the prefervation of the

rights of the crown, beyond every other confederation. Their principal

view was alike to exclude every foreign prince, the duke of Maïenne,

and the king of Navarre, from the throne. The bulk of the party knew
no more : but the leaders, who were mafters of the fecret, thought of ns-

thing but getting ridof the two laft by the fword or poifon-j-; afterwhich

they might, without any difficulty, make the cardinal of Bourbon king!,

* John Touchard, abbot of Bellozanne ; thofe which the author ought not to afTert

Lewis Duret, lord of Chcvry, phyfician; without giving likewife a proof,

and Charles Duret, counfellor of ftate, in- % His name was Charles, he was the

tendant and comptroller-general of the third lbn of Lewis I. prince of Condé, and

finances, and prefident of the chamber of Eleanora de Roye. His other brothers

accompts. Henry, prince of Condé, Francis,

•| This accufation is to be met with in prince of Conty, and Charles, count of

no other writer, and is of the number of Soiflbns,

and y
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1592. and not to difoblige Spain entirely, procure a difpcnfation for him to
1—-"V^—^ marry the infanta.

When this project is compared with that of Jeannin, it is matter

of furprize, that papers which contained fuch oppofite fchemes fhould

be found in the fame packet. Without feeking for the reafon of it in

the fecrets of providence, which by prefenting the king, at one and
the fame time, with all the plots that were formed againft his perfon,

feemed to fuggeft to him fuch meafures as were neceffary to prevent

them ; it is my opinion, that it may be found in the different interefts

of thole perlons who correiponded together, and fome from a great
Philip Ema- diftance, fuch as the duke of Mercceur, without any other motive than
nuel ot Lor-

t ]]iU cominon hatred they bore to the king, which gave birth to a

thoufand chimerical defigns, and delivered them up to thofe hints

which darted into their minds, without any other fixed and deter-

mined object than that of excluding the king of Navarre. In fuch a

confufion of fentiments, it is not furprizing, that he mould by the

fame means meet with fuch oppofite fchemes.

I continued three days at Compiégne, in which time I had fe-

veral conferences with the king, who appeared to be fenfibly affecfed

with the deiigned attempts againft his perfon, becaufe he had flattered

himfelf, that his conduct would have fuppreffed fuch thoughts. He
lent me to Mante, perceiving that my endeavours to fpeak in thefe

converfations might open my wounds. I received from this good
prince all the marks of a tender and unbounded confidence. At part-

ing, he defired me to obferve carefully eery motion of his enemies,

and to prepare myfelf to give him good advice on his arrival at Mante,

being refolved, he faid, to regulate his behaviour in fo difficult a

conjuncture wholly by my directions. He ftayed no longer in Picardy

than was neceffary to make fome proper difpolitions there, and let out

for Mante. This city he preferred to any other, becaufe by its filia-

tion it was bet fitted to difcover and overthrow the different cabals of

his enemies, at a time when the intrigues of the cabinet were likely

to fuccced the operations of war. His council was already there, and

he caufed the prince's, his fitter, to be conducted thither alio. After

the diicovcry this prince had juft made of the plots that were laid againft

his life, it would have been the greateft imprudence imaginable to

have neglected any precautious neceffary for his fecurity. He doubled

his guards, placed in Limay, which is the fuburb of Mante, a body

of lingliih troops, whofe affection to him was unqueftionable, and

refolved
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refolved to hold all the world fufpected, fince he was convinced that

thofe perfons whom he had admitted to his councils, his table, and

his pleafures, were capable of forming the molt violent reiblutions

againft him.

If of all the favours that a prince (as eftimable for the qualities of

his mind as for the greatnefs of his adtions) could grant, efteem and

tendernefs are thofe which have molt effect upon a man of honour,

how much I am obliged to this prince, who honoured me in particular

with his confidence at a time when infidelity, treachery, and all that

intereft could fuggeft to fubjedts who had exalted this idol in the

place of love to their king, had left him no other part to take than

that of a general referve and diftruft. Nor can I forbear to add (for

why lhould I omit a circumftance which of all others feems moft

likely to procure me the efteem of truly virtuous perfons?) that in a

conjuncture lb delicate, this prince was refolved to relign himfelf

wholly to my direction, and to me confide his deftiny and crown *,

e may believe tie Thou, Gaf-

pard Schomberg, count of Nantcuil, Lewis

de Revol, feeretary of ftate, and himfelf,

contributed to fix Henry IV. in his refolu-

tion of changing his religion. Th
a hillorian who afcribes it to any one parti-

cular perfon ; they do not even i-

thought of Sully in this affair, which how-
ever does not invalidate the truth of what
isafltrted in thris part of his .Memoirs, that

it is chiefly, and even in fame manner
i him, the honour of it is due.

Tacitus teils us, that Auguftus, after hav-

ing deprived one of his chief minilters en-

bim flill to

have the appearance of enjoying it: with

regard to the duke of Sufiy,

of lii. matter's favour, while no
i t ed it. And that which is mod
le in their hiftory is, tl long

time after this minifter's favoui

-.novvn, by his being in pofleffion

of the firft employments in the

lis matter's death, in public the

to him w ith the utmolt cir-

kile in private, never were
.-. and confidenc

between a king and his fubjecl. Hence it

was, that in fome biftorws of Henry the

Great, the authors of which, without pe-

el

. ihcmi'elvcs with reprefenting

only the public face of affairs, the name
of Roihy is never mentioned, and that of

Veil known to w:itcrs better in-

formed, very ftldom, confideriflg the pari

! during the ten or twelve laft

e. Incomprehen~

fible as this referved and myfterious con-

duit appears, thofe who reflect upon the

fituation of affarrs in thofe times, together

with the religion of the duke of Sully, will

comprehend, without any difficulty, the

neceifity the king and his matter were

under, to cbferve this conduit, and never

from it. Nor is this one of the

!

,

! .ces of the prudence and abilities

: men. I thought it ne-

his obfervation once for

a -Matthieu the hillorian,

vol. II. page 278. " had a long time a

ing
y
s moft important af-

. ::J from the time of Henry III.

his molt intimate coati-!

" dant

for
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1592. for without me he undertook not the fmalleft affair, perfuaded that
*——V——' the advice of a man actuated by a fincere attachment to him, and (if

I may ufe the expreffion) a true friendship, ought to be preferred

to penetration and ability, when they are joined with a doubtful

fidelity. Nothing ever gave me fo pure and noble a delight as the

honour of fuch a diftinction : but after having religned 'myfelf up to

it fome moments, I perceived the weight of that burden I was loaded

with, and trembled amidft my joy, left my weaknefs and incapacity

ihould engage me in fome falfe itep that might prejudice, not me,
for on thole occaiions felf, I believe, is leaft in one's thoughts, but the

prince who had laid it upon me.

From this moment, all thofe precautions the king made ufe of for

the fafety of his perfon, I alfo obferved in the advice I was going to

give him. I prepared myfelf for it by the moft ferious reflections on
the ftate of the neighbouring kingdoms in general ; and on that of

France, of the parties into which it was divided, and of the king, in

particular. I confidered, that if in fuch employments as mine, one

cannot even be guilty of unintentional faults, without deferving fome
reproaches, we draw thofe reproaches upon ourfelves when we act

according to the dictates of paflion. This reflection led me to

ftudy carefully my own difpofition, and the bent of my inclinations,

and convinced me of the neceflity of beginning with obliging my own
heart to fubdue and forget itfelf. A ferious review ofmy paft conduct:

fhewed me the injultice of thofe complaints which I fuffered fre-

quently to efcape me againft the king's behaviour to me and the reft

of the proteftants. I fearched into the ground of it, and I foon found

it in that common prejudice, that to be worthy of the religion one
profefles, cruelty, perjury, and deceit ought to pafs for nothing, pro-

vided one can fecure the fuccefs of it. I fupprefled thefe fentiments,

equally injurious to the author of religion, as dangerous to him who
makes ufe of fuch unworthy means : and when I declare, that there

was nothing I more diftrufted than thofe fnares which the zeal of re-

ligion might lay for me, I fhall be eafily believed, if the advice I gave
the king be attended to.

When I was thus certain of myfelf, I the lefs feared to carry my
views into that impenetrable chaos of different interefts, and into fu-

ture events, which offered, on every fide, nothing but frightful pre-

cipices. Muft the miferies of France be perpetuated by giving arms,

perhaps,
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perhaps, for more than an age, to two parties in religion, then a!- 1592.
mod equal ? Mufl a prince, who fo well deferved to he happy, wear v-~"v—

away his whole life amidit the horrors of a war, which till then had not

given him time to breathe; and, if I determined upon this, prepare

for him labours infinitely greater than all he had yet endured ? On
the other hand, ought I to expofe the whole body of proteltants in

France, who fought only juftice and peace, to become victims of hu-

man policy, and deliver them up to the lhares of their mod: cruel ene-

mies ; and while uncertain of the event of the war, and at a time when
the king might be fuddenly taken off, ought I to bring things to fuch

an extremity, that France might, perhaps, become a prey to Spain,

and to all her neighbours, or, difmembered by a thoufand tyrants, lofe

in one moment the glory of her name, the luftre of her monarchy,

and the fucceffion of her kings ? What miferies to be expected by a

war? what lhares to be dreaded in a peace? how many dangers to

be apprehended on all fides ? Was it pofllble to take any refolution,

when alarmed by fo many inevitable evils ?

But the greatefr. danger was the not fixing upon any refolution

at all. At lad, when all was thoroughly examined, it feemed necef-

Jary to prefer that which would put an end to the civil war, reftore

tranquility to France, fubmit it to a good king, and put it in a con-

dition to take vengeance on its foreign enemies : I mean that refolu-

tion which might the mod: effectually remove the prefent inconveni-

encies, and procure time to bring a remedy for thole that were to be

apprehended. In one word, I refolved to prevail upon the king to

embrace the Roman catholic religion *, and to perfuade him to it by
degrees. I was fenlible, that by this means I fhould give dilguft to

two forts of perfons, the procédant neighbours of France, and the
t

French calvinilts. But as to the firft, France, when united with jt-

felf, had no occafion for any foreign afliftance : and it was ealy to

give the fécond fuch advantages, as would make them behold this

change without murmuring. With regard to both, I depended upon
that gratitude which a prince like Henry could not fail of having for

perfons to whom he owed fuch powerful obligations.

These reflections wholly employed my mind from the moment
I left Compiégne, and I was itill abforbed in them when the king

* The duke of Sully would then find his falvation as much forward by the

romilh as the protcftant religion.

Vol. I. G g arrived



2*6 MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book V.

1592. arrived at Mante. The firft thing he did, was to fend for me to

v——v——' come to h :m with the ufual precautions. Jaquinot introduced me
into his chamber before day, and we immediately entered upon our

fubjecl:. Henry, who on his fide had made a thoufand reflections on

the perplexing iituation he was in s began by drawing a very natural

reprefentation of it ; irreconcileable interefts in the princes and nobi-

lity of the kingdom; hatred amongft themfelves, and rage againft

him; mutiny and difobedience in all minds; inactivity in the foreign

allies ; intrigues and animolity on the part of the enemies ; treachery

within ; violence without ; rocks and precipices on all fides. The
end of this pathetic difcourfe was to demand what remedy I was able

to apply to thefe evils.

I replied that, without taking upon me to give his majefty ad-

vice, I faw only three things for him to do, and he might determine

upon which he pleafed. The firft was to fatisfy every one's de-

mands at his own expence, or rather at the expence of the ftate ; the

fécond was not to make concernons to any, but to endeavour to

wreftle vigoroufly with them all ; the third, which held a medium
between thefe two, was to take away all obftacles that oppofed his ad-

vancement to the crown, by turning Roman catholic. The king then

told me, that what I had laid to him was my opinion only, and com-
manded me to tell him plainly what I would do in his place. I en-

deavoured to make him comprehend the full extent of the three dif-

ferent methods I had propofed to him, by examining them one after

the other. I made him perceive, that by following the firft, he

would reduce himfelf to nothing, and that if there was a receffity to

gratify wholly the rapacioulheis of Spain, and the French leaguers,

he would fcarce out of fo great a kingdom keep a few provinces for

himfelf. As to the fécond, I reprefented to him, that as foon as he

mould give room to believe, that he depended only upon the claim

his birth gave him to the crown, the defertion of all the catholics,

and the unbridled fury of a whole nation of enemies both within and

without the kingdom, would draw upon him a terrible ftorm. The
inconftancy of fortune, and the ufual reverfes of war, although this

prince had not yet experienced them, found their place in this reflec-

tion. As to the third, I was filent, only telling the king, that being

a proteftant myfelf, I could fay nothing upon this fubject.

Whil£ I was fpeaking, I perceived the perplexity, into which the

prefent conjun&ure had thrown the king, to increafe every moment.
I did
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I did not doubt, but the review of all the difficulties would bring

him to the point I defired. I was fure that he would not paufe

one moment upon the firft of my propofals. I knew him too well

to believe him capable of agreeing to an accommodation which would
leave him only the femblance of a king, a fubjecl or dependent upon
Spain, or reduced at laft to a (mall part of France. It was the two
others only that embarraffed him. On one fide, he faid, by conti-

nuing in his religion he faw united againft him all the princes of his

blood, the nobility of the kingdom, and thole that were at the head

of all affairs, and the finances, fuch as meilleurs de Epernon, de Ne-
vers, de Longueville, de Biron, d'O, de Rieux *, de Villeroy, de

Manou, de Châteauvieux, de Vitry, d'Entragues, and de Sourdis. It

would be too tedious to mention them all. He faw them ready to

refolve upon forming againft him a body independent of the league, or,

what was moil probable, and likewife moll dangerous, to unite them-
felves with the league, and deprive him of the poffibility of afcending

the throne. On the other, he objected the complaints of the dukes

of Bouillon and la Tremouille, and the outcries of the proteflants whom
he was going to abandon ; thole who were fo dear to him, and from
whom he had fo long drawn his only affiftance. He reprefented them
as paffing from difcontent to a refolution which defpair at being fa-

crificed by an ungrateful prince would infpire, which was to eleel: an-

other leader, canton themfelves out in France, and oblige him to

turn his arms againft them. Pie ended with thefe words : " I

" can never ufe them ill, nor declare war againft them, for I ffiall al-

" ways love them." This fentiment, which difcovered a fenlibility fo

fcldom to be found in the hearts of princes, moved me extremely. I

thanked him, in the name of all the proteftants, by bending upon one
knee, and killing his hand. The reafons with which this prince op-

pofed his change of religion, and the manner in which he delivered

them, were what alone diffipated my apprehenfions, and confirmed

me likewife in the opinion, that no other remedy could be applied to

the prefent evils. I told him, that meffieurs de Bouillon and de la

Tremouille, and all of merit and diftinction in the calvinift party,

would not be fo unreafonable as to take arms againft him, for a refo-

lution which necefllty only had forced him to embrace, when he con-
tinued to treat them with that efteem and refpecl which was due to

* Rene de Rieux, lord of Sourdeac. de Vitry. Francis de Balzac, lord of En-

J hn d'O, lord of Manou, brother to the tragues. Francis d'Efcoubleau, marquis

Superintendant. Lewis de l'Hôpital, lord of Sourdis. Joachim de Châteauvieux.

G s 2 their
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1 592. their perfons and fervices. I explained all my thoughts on this fubjedt

*-—*~**J
to the king, and added, that the foundation of all religions which be-

lieve in Jefus Chrift, being eifentially the fame ; that is, faith in the

fame myfteries, and the fame notions of the divinity, it feemed to me,

that one who from a catholic became a proteftant, or from a pro-

teftant became a catholic, did not change his religion, but followed,

for the intereft of religion * itfelf, that which policy fuggefted as

the moft proper means to compofe all differences : but although

my opinion ihould be erroneous, yet this rauft be allowed to be

an inconteftible truth, that the embracing the catholic religion did

not include the neceffity of perfecuting all others ; on the contrary,

that Gcd perhaps difpofed the king to this change to give a new
example to Europe, and one more worthy of religion itfelf: That

the difference of religions had long produced the moil tragical effects

in France, and was a perpetual fource of diforders and calamities, by

the averfion with which it infpired people againft thole of a contrary

faith from their own, which was equally the cafe with the prote-

ftants as well as catholics. I told the king, that he might cure this

dangerous evil, by uniting thofe who profeffed thefe different reli-

gions in the bands of chriftian charity and love; or, if this was impof-

fible, prefcribe to them rules fo juft, as might make both parties con-

tented with what was granted them. I did not doubt but this prince

would be influenced by that Angle thought of immortalizing his me-
mory, by reftoring peace, plenty, and fecurity, to a kingdom wafted

with inteftine diviiions, and of meriting, by the ufe of thofe abilities

he had received from heaven, the glory of giving happinefs to France,

after fhe had begun to defpair of it, and to look upon her wounds as

incurable. I am certain, that this motive was more interefting than

* Add to thefe words of the duke of would agree but ill with the laws of con-

Sully what he fays fome pages before, and fcience and natural reâitude. " It being

what has been obferved a little higher, " his opinion," fays he, fpeaking of the

where he fpeaks of the duty and authority duke of Sully, " that the king might as

of kings in religious matters ; it may be " eafily work out his falvation in our re-

determined that he was a calvinift without " ligion as in his own, he offered no
rigour, and confidered all religion as in- " great violence to his confeience, in per-

different which agreed in effentials. It is " fuading him to this change; on the

thus, that the author of the MS. which I " contrary, it was effectually ferving the

have quoted in the preface of this work, " ftate, nay, chriftianity itfelf, without

fpeaks of it, and it is even the chief of " hurting his reputation." Happily, Hen-
thofe arguments which he makes ufe of to ry the Great did. not adopt the neutral

juftify the duke of Sully for having given to opinions of his miniftcr, as he himfelf con-

Henry IV. fuch advice, as, without this, feffed very iincerely.

3 tha*
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that of his own quiet; which, however, I did not forget: and I ob-

liged Henry tacitly to confefs, that his fpirits, after being exhaufted,

if I may ufe that term, with war, demanded a fituation lefs turbulent,,

and more tranquil.

The ilrongeft proof of the reafonablenefs and juftice of the argu-

ments I ufed upon this occaiion, was, that the king, who poflehed

that happy fagacity of diftinguifhing immediately the truth or falfe-

hood of any polition, confefied to me that my diicourfe had penetrat-

ed to the bottom of his heart,- which, he added, ftill refilled ftrange-

ly, but that he believed he fhould follow no other advice. In effect,

at the end of three days he had taken his refolution, and he now only

endeavoured to remove the difficulties which remained. Some of theia

regarded his own opinion ; for as fincerity and rectitude were fixed in

his heart, and regulated all his words and actions, I am perfuaded,

that there is not any thing which could have prevailed upon him to

embrace a religion which he inwardly defpifed, or even doubted of. A
prince who had never deceived mankind, could have no intention to

deceive his God..

The other difficulties related to the leaders of the proteftant par-

ty, whom the bare propofition of changing his religion would not fail

to make revolt, as well through fear, as a point of honour. He afi-

fembled them, and addreifing himfelf to the moft diftinguifhed

amongft them, which were monfieurs de Bouillon, deSancy, Du-Pleffis,

de Salignac, de Morlas, de Conftans, and Salettes * j I alfo being pre-

fent. He told them (with an intention to found their inclinations)

that he had brought them together to know their opinions upon what
he had to communicate to them. He faid he had received certain advices,

that Bellozanne, and the two Durets, agents for the third party, had
had an interview with Villercy and

-f-
Jeannin, and that it was agreed

*— Salettes was prefident of the par- t After having diligently collected all

liament of Pau, and counfellor of ftate at that the moft judicious of our writers have

Navarre. Morlas, his natural fon, was faid concerning thefe two men, of whom
member of the privy-council, counfellor of the duke of Sully fpeaks fo difadvantagc-

ftate, and fuperintendant of the magazines oufly in many places of his Memoirs, I

of France. They were both converted. think I may be able to aflure the reader,

Henry IV. when he was informed of the with abfolute certainty, that, on one fide,

death of Morlas, who was a man of great their great and only object was to preferve

merit, faid, " I have loft one of the wifcft the catholic religion in France, by exclud-
" men in my kingdom." Chon. Novcnn. ing the king of Navarre from the throne,

book viii. p. 545. till he abjured calvinifm, or to force him to.

upon
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1592. upon to unite all the forces of the league and the other catholics
L>--u——J againfl him; that the time which the catholics had fo often threatened

him with was now come, for they were going to abandon him en-
tirely; their common defign being now to place the cardinal of Bour-
bon upon the throne, to marry him to the infanta of Spain, and to

endeavour by all poflîble methods to rid themlelves of his peribn.

That the cardinal, indeed, had expreffed great reluctance to comply
with this laffc propofition, but, by all appearances, they would ibon

gain his content, when they convinced him, that the crown could by
no other means be fecured to him. He conjured them to tell him
fincerely what they thought he ought to do upon this occafion, efpe-

cially upon the defertion of the catholics, which would reduce his

party to the lafl extremity.

By the noife and confufion this declaration raifed in the alTembly,

it would feem that all thofe who compofed it, having never made any
reflections upon what might happen, incapable of conducting their de-

figns prudently, of keeping one determined object in view, or of pre-

ferving any fincere attachment to the king, had till then thought on-

ly of living from day today; of gaining time, and profiting by their

mailer's abilities for war. They could never agree, nor form any re-

futations fit to be approved of. They did not know whether to wifli

for peace, or continue the war. One faid, that there was nothing

to be done but to refume their arms, and rifque all at one caft. Ano-
ther was of opinion, that by arrefting eight or ten of the principal

catholics, who were not yet upon their guard, particularly the con-
trivers of the plot, they might prevent the execution of it. Others

more moderate, or perhaps more doubtful, contented themfelves

abjure it; and, on the other, to prevent hatred the Sixteen bore them. Their pru-

the effect of the Spanifh policy, the defign dence, their moderation, and their abili-

of which was, either to deprive the royal ties in regulating affairs, made them the

family of the crown, or to difmember the foul of the party, even in oppofition, if

kingdom. Thefe are clearly proved to be one may fo fpeak, to the party itfelf: with-

the views of Villeroy, by the conduct he out them this party, actuated by a blind

obferved in the conference at which he af- and furious paflion, would have plunged
filled, by the advice he frequently gave to the ftate into ablblute ruin. Conlult Mat-
the duke of Maienne, not to confide in the thieu the hiftorian, vol. II. page 66, 69,
council of Madrid; bv the reierve with 86, &c. Ghron. Novenn. book ii. &c.
which that chief of the league communi- De Thou. Memoirs of Nevers. Ville-

cated to him his fecret defigns ; by the ac- roy's Memoirs, &c. See alio what hrs

count of the prefident Jcannin's ncgotia- been faid upon this article in the preface

tions in Spain; by the behaviour of both to this wcjrk.

in the ihttes of Paiir, and itill more by the

with
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With faying, that it would be neceffary to accommodate matters by

negotiations, without adviiing how. I took this hint, and by annex-

ing it to fome reafonable expedients, carried all the votes for a nego-

tiation. They were not ignorant that I had fome influence over the

count of Soiflbns, and that I had free accefs to the cardinal of Bour-

bon. This cardinal often laid in public, that although I was a hu-

guenot, there was no perfon in the world for whom he had fo ffrong

an inclination as me. I offered to ufe my mediation with thefe two
princes, to prevail upon them not to linen to the perfuafions of the

king's enemies; and the better to enfure fuccefs, I promifed I would
endeavour to gain their dependents and counfellors, efpecially the

abbot de Bellozanne, the Durets, confidents to the count of Soif-

fons, and a lady called madam des Rofieres, an intimate of the

cardinal's.

No perfon oppofed this advice, doubtlefs becaufe the proteftants,

who had heard the declaration, fenfible that they were too weak ac-

tually to renew hoftilities, thought that at prefent there was nothing

better to be done. The king, on his fide, was not forry at its being

unanimoufly voted by the proteftants, that he fhould addrefs himfelf

to the princes of the blood, and hold a commerce with the catholics

of the league. According to my plan, I- began with the abbé de Bel-

lozanne. I knew that jealoufy had made him the fecret enemy of the

Durets, and believed that by taking him on this fide, confirming him
in his hatred, and flattering him with having fhortly the chief part in

all affairs, I Ihould bring him to my purpofe. I introduced myfelf

with telling him, that I was come to thank him, in the name of the

king, for having in his favour fo generoufly oppofed the attempt

of the Durets, which could only proceed from the rectitude of his

heart, and his good-will towards the king, which his majeffy, although

he had but a fmall acquaintance with him, efteemed as he ought : fo -

that he might expect the moft convincing proofs of his affection, which
would certainly be the procuring him a cardinal's hat, or at leaff,

one of the richeft benefices in the kingdom, when thofe rewards were,

in his power, by his change of religion, which was likely to happen
very fhortly.

This introduction, which flattered his vanity extremely, gave me
occafion to enter, as if undesignedly, into the fecret proceedings of the

Durets, which I pretended to be well informed of, in order to learn

them from him, and to engage him to oppofe them more abfolutely.

In
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In effect, I had fcarce dropped a few words on this fubjecl, when my
man, giving way to his inclinations, fell feverely upon the Durets,

and fpoke fo much to their dil'advantage, that I fell into the other ex-

treme, and believed that he was induced by his hatred of them to ac-

cule them fallely. The hint of the cardinal's hat and the bifhopric

.producing its effect, Bellozanne pretended to feel the zeal for the king's

iervice, which I had affected to attribute to him. He endeavoured

to perfuade me, that he would oppofe the violent refolutions of the

catholics, whole intrigues and views he informed me of. I flattered

myfelf for fome time, that I had brought over this man to the king;

but rogues foon refume their natural character. Immediately after

lie had made this proteftation to me, he made one quite the contrary

to the cardinal of Bourbon, and afterwards to Villeroy and Jeannin,

to whom he repeated all the converfation he had juffc held with me.
If he drew advantage from his treachery, by the increafe of favour it

procured him, I, on my fide, perhaps, made better ufe of it for the

king, than if he had kept the fecret; befides finding means from
thence to inform thefe gentlemen of the king's dilpolition to embrace

their religion, which drew them fecretly towards this prince, Bello-

Zanne's imprudence produced likewife another good confequence,

which was the infpiring them with a defire of fupplanting each other

in their endeavours to acquire his favour. I willingly therefore par-

doned Bellozanne's double knavery, and even drew a third fruit from
it, with regard to the Durets.

These gentlemen, perceiving the honour Bellozanne had gained

by the new fecrets he had difclofed to his patrons, and the increafe

of favour they had procured him, were the more ready to hear the

propofitions I went afterwards to make them. I told them, the

king, offended at the knavery of Bellozanne (which in reality he was,

becaufe he had carried it fo far as to give umbrage to the proteftants)

would have no commerce for the future with a man fo little to be de-

pended on, and was difpofed to make ufe of them in the meafures he

would fliortly take. 1 confided fome papers to their care, the read-

jug of which I was certain would have a wonderful effect. This was
the fcheme for an agreement between the league and Spain, and the

anfwer in confequence of it, which they had no knowledge of, and

which I lhewed to them that moment. This was a mortifying

ftroke for them ; they thought themfelves defpifed, and the project fo

reafonable as to fear it might be executed, and affairs brought to a

ponclufion without their participation ; which to theie fort of men
feems
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feems the greatefr. of all misfortunes. They hefitated not a moment in

offering me earneftly their fervices for the king. The change of reli-

gion, which I had alio infinuated to them, feemed to remove all the op-

polition that could be made to this prince. They were charmed at be-

in 2; employed in a fcheme, the intention of which appeared to them

more happy than that which the duke of Maïenne had propofed to

Spain : or rather there remained no other part for them to take, after

the advantage Bellozanne had juft gained over them. In effect, they

kept the fecret better, and laboured in it to more purpofe.

I applied myfelf afterwards to the abbé Du-Perron*, who by his

character, his fame, and his eloquence, had more power with the

cardinal of Bourbon, when he wanted him either to take or change a

relblution, than all the artifices of Bellozanne and the Durets. We
had been acquainted a long time, and he had received fome favours

from me. I concerted my difcourfe beforehand, as having to do

with a man for whom eloquence, great fentiments, and deep reafon-

ing, had powerful charms
-f-

; and I introduced into it as much or

more of politics and worldly views as of religion. My brother, the

governor of Mante, was prefent at this converfation, when after hav-

ing Hided into my difcourfe fome mention of the king's future abju-

ration, I undertook to prove to Du-Perron, that except Spain and

fome turbulent perfons in France, it was the intereft and advantage,

not only of France, but of all Europe, that the king of Navarre mould

afcehd the throne, and pofTefs the kingdom in the fame extent, and

w ith the fame power, which had been enjoyed by the kings his pre-

decelfors.

I began with the pope. I told Du-Perron, that he who had fo

perfect a knowledge of the court of Rome, knew better than any other

perfon, that Clement VIII. now in pofleiîîon of the holy fee, vas

neither fo violent as Sixtus V. nor fo mutable as Gregory XIV. That
the pope confidered the prefent affairs of Europe and chriltianity in a

clear and impartial view. That it was not his intention, by breaking

the neceilary balance between the houfes of Auftria and Bourbon, to

fubjedl France to Spain, becaufe he was not ignorant of any of the

views of this lafl power for univerfal monarchy. That the pope

* James Davy-Du-Perron, afterwards cardinal Du-Perron feems more conform-
Vifhop d'Evreux, and then cardinal : he able to truth, than that given him by }<•-

jvill be mentioned hereafter. feph Scaliger, who treats him only as .1

t The duke of Sully's character of the babler, locutult'ius, or fecutu leas.

Vol. I. H h would
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would in this find not only his intereft: as common father of the ca-

tholics, but alfo his temporal intereft in particular, becaufe Italy and-

the patrimony of St. Peter would loon follow the deftiny of France,

and the other kingdoms ; and the pope would be in danger of feeing

himfelf one day reduced to the quality of chaplain to the kinçs of
Spain. That befides, his holinefs had too much judgment not to open
his arms to a king, as foon as he mould exprefs his délire to be receiv-

ed there, without troubling himfelf about that mighty phrafe a relapfe,.

with which fools only were affected.

There was ftill lefs difficulty to be apprehended, with regard to

my proposition, from the other crowned heads of Europe ; I therefore

did not dwell long upon them, that I might be at liberty to refume

the converfation upon Spain. I afked the abbé Du-Perron, if he did

not agree with me in the opinion, that thofe deep politicians who
gave rife to all the diforders in France, began to defpair of the fuc-

cefs of the great project they had formed to conquer all France, and

this upon the knowledge they had, as well of the king and the pro-

testants in his intereft, as of the French catholics. Could the king of

Spain ever ferioufly intend to make a Spanilh province of France, and
flatter himfelf that his domination would be endured by a people, who
had always emulated and hated Spain ? Of all this there was already

more than bare fufpicion.

By the king of Spain's conduct it was plain, that he imagined the

dukes of Maïenne, Guife, and Mercœur, fought only to make him
their dupe ; nor had he a more favourable opinion of the dukes of

Savoy and Lorrain, whom he faw make ufe of his troops and money
without fhewing any greater refpect for him. One convincing proof

that thefe were the real fentiments of Philip was, the proportions he
had made, and often renewed, to the king of Navarre, by D. Bamar-
din de Mandoce, Moreau, and the count de Taxis. For, in reality,

tins prince feeing that all he could pretend to from the troubles in

France was, at the moft, the poffeffion of two or three of its pro-

vinces, it was of little confequence to him, whether he obtained them
from the king or the league. It is true, that if he divided France

amongft the chiefs of the league, he gained hopes of one day getting

it all to himfelf, by Separately attacking thofe petty kings : but that,

in effect, he purchafed thele hopes at a very high price, by that

ftarcity of troops and money into which the greedinefs of the league

had thrown him. And although the king mould be able to maintain

the war but a Short time, Philip perceive i that he might be obliged

2 to
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to recall the fupplies he lent to France, having but fufficient for himfelf

in Flanders, where the war raged more fiercely every day.

Observing that Du-Perron liftened to me attentively, and feem-

ed to be convinced of the reafonablenefs of all I faid, 1 did not fo loon

quit the fubject of Spain. I told him it was not probable that fo

many brave men, fond of their liberty, their laws, and cuftoms, would
ever be eafy under a foreign ilavery, and refolve to bear away no other

reward for their gallant actions, than the honour of being dependents

upon the grandees of Spain, or at beft penlionaries of a king, who
although he had greater obligations to the prince of Parma than to

anv other perfon, fuffered him to expect no reward of his fervice: till

his death : That the whole view of the French lords, by feeming

to join the king of Spain, was only to procure the grant of greater

rewards from Henry, while he continued in the profdlion of the pro-

teftant religion ; after which they would abandon, without any diffi-

culty, that hacknied reproach of a relapfe, as well as the delign of

chuling a king from amongft themfelves, the marriage of the infanta,

and all the reft of their idle projects. For a proof of the truth of

what I faid, I produced the treaty which the league had propofed to

Henry, by Villeroy and Jeannin, ibon after the railing of the liege of
Rouen, which I have not given a full account of in its place, but lhall

lay before the reader immediately. After this, turning fuddenly towards

Du-Perron, I alked him if he was not of the intereft of all good French-
men, and would not be the firft himfelf to prevent luch defigns from
being effected; whether the good of the ftate required, that by de-

ftroying in a moment an edifice which had coft the kings of France
fuch labour to raife, and which fome of them had cemented with their

blood, France ihould be again filled with thofe little tyrants, ambitious

and cruel, who claimed a right of giving law to their prince, and who
were always ready to fly before the firft enemies that attacked them ?

And laftly, if he did not confefs that a monarchical government, by
which all the members are united, and under the direction of one only

head, was the moft glorious and moft advantageous of any, and for the

French nation in particular ?

I cut ftiort my difcourfe upon this third party of politicians, by
obferving to Du-Perron, that one of thefe two things muft necelTarily

happen, either that they would unite themfelves to the league,

and fo deprive* it of all alliftance from Spain ; or take meaiures

ieparately from it, which would produce the necellity of deftroy-

H h 2 ing,
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ng, or being deftroyed by it. In any of thefe cafes, nothing could

happen that would not be for the king's advantage. To conclude with

what related to the king himfelf, I found no difficulty in making the

abbé confefs, that this prince was abfolutely fitted to reign over the

French. I reprefented to him, that his reputation was lb well eftablifh-

ed every where, that the league had great reafon to fear,, and the third

party (whofe intereft and credit were but very fmall) ftill more, that in

the provinces, where no one delivered himfelfup io blindly to the caprice

of the league as in Paris, they would put themfelves entirely under the

protection of this prince, when their intoxication was over, and had

given place to that love of reft fo natural to thole who have fuffered a

great deal. That the provinces began already to difcover their difcon-

tent openly j but without that, could not the king, brave and experienced

as he was, and aihfted only by the proteftants and foreigners, maintain

the war a long time, and guard againft domeftic attempts upon his per-

fon ? They had feen him when he had not ten cities in his party, and

with only a handful of men, make a ftand againft all the forces of the

kingdom. I concluded with faying, that inftead of giving the enemies

of France the pleafure of feeing her wafte and deftroy herfelf, it was the

general intereft, to favour and fupport a prince, who appeared capable

of reftoring her to her former tranquility, and of raifing her to anew
degree of fplendor.

The abbé Du-Perron had no reply to make to thefe arguments; he

was convinced of their force; and, as I had expected, knew well how
to bring over the cardinal of Bourbon to his opinion, by adding to them

all thole which his own penetration fuggefted to him, and which he did

not fail to adorn with all the perfuafive charms of eloquence. The re-

mainder of this year, and the beginning of the next, were employed by

him and I in going backwards and forwards, and in conferences of this

kind. As foon as a negotiation was begun, we had more negotiators

than we wifhed.

It is certain, that Villeroy and Jeannin had a long time before

prefented the king with the fcheme of a treaty, in the name of the

league, by which they offered, upon certain conditions, to acknow-

ledge him for king. This piece is curious enough to deferve an abf-

tracl fliould be given of it. The true fpirit of the league difcovered

itfelf there plainly. The king's abjuration was at the head, as the firft

and principal condition. They required, that in the fpace of three

months he fhould make a public profeffion of the catholic religion ;

that
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that he fhould reftore it in all thofe places from whence the fuperi-

ority of the reformed had banifhed it; that he fhould break off all

alliance with them ; that they mould have no fhare in the dignities,

embaffies, and employments of ftate of any kind whatever: in a word,

that their continuance in France fhould be tolerated only, and for a

certain time.

Many other articles feemed to be inferted there only to perfuade

the people that the chiefs of the league, by treating with Henry, had

nothing but the fervice of religion and the ftate in view. Such were the

claufes of naming to benefices, conformable to the canons ; that of

holding the ftates from fix to fix years ; and many others.

These were all fpecious conditions, but they added (which was the

moft effential point for the authors of the project) That the king fhould

acknowledge, authorife, and fupport the league with all his power :

That he fhould leave a certain number of towns in their hands, with-

out even putting a garrifon into them ; the meaning of which was,

that he fhould reign under them : That he fhould diftribute all the

governments of France amongft fuch of his principal officers as they

fhould name to him : That he fhould keep a fufficient number of

troops to maintain the roman-catholic religion there: That he fhould

not difpofe of the taxes, imports, and other revenues of the crown ; but

they fhould be all applied to this ufe, according to a divifion propor-

tioned to the quality and occafions of thofe governments : That all

the garrifons which fhould be put in the fortreffes of the kingdom fhould

be paid in the fame manner. The diftribution of thefe governments

was as follows : Provence was to be given to the duke of Nemours,
Languedoc to the duke of Joyeufé, Bourbonnois and Marche to the

duke of Elbeuf, Bretagne to the duke of Mercosur, the two Vexin?,

with the title of governor, to d'Alincourt, part of Normandy to Villars,

the Ifle of France to the baron of Rofne, Orleanois and Berry to

la Châtre, Picardy to the duke of Aumale, Champaigne to the duke of

Guife, with the poft of high fteward, and all the dignities and benefices

which his family had enjoyed.

The duke of Maïenne had, with reafon, the Iargeft fhare. To
the government of Burgundy, which was allotted for him, they added

thofe of Lyonnois, Forêt, and Beaujolois ; and in all thefe provinces

gave him a power that hardly left the king the fhadow of anv au-

thority : the right of difpoiing, as he pleafed, of governments, lord-

lieute-
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1 592. lieutenancies, and other employments, not only in the army, but alfo in

*—-Y"-—' the finances, and courts of judicature; and what was ftillmore, the no-

mination to ecclefiaftical dignities and benefices : and to all thefe ex-

traordinary advantages, they added the pofl of conftable, or lieutenant-

general of the crown. It was this only that feemed worthy of the duke

of Ma'ienne's acceptance. They likewife kept in referve four mare-

chals batons*, and the league, at their own leifure, were to name the

perfons on whom they were to be bellowed ; befides very confiderable

penfions to the moft diftinguifhed amongft them, they carried their

violence fo far as to lay the king under an obligation of clearing the

debts of fome confiderable perfons of their party whom they mould

name, to the number of twenty. And, to conclude, with abfolutely ty-

ing up his hands, they added, that he fhould allow the league to chute

the foreign princes that were to accede to the treaty, and be guarantees

for its execution. The pope's name only was expreffed ; doubtlefs, the

blanks were to be filled up with the king of Spain amongft the reft.

By this they too plainly acknowledged the views of the Spaniards.

Charles V. required nothing elfe than fuch a fcheme when he laid, that

he had been falfely accufed of hating a king of France, fince inftead of

one, he wifhed there had been twenty.

No perfon believed that the league, by treating with the king on

conditions fo injurious to this prince, could perfuade themfelves that he

would fubmit to them. It was more than probable therefore, that they

did it in order to make his refufal give difguft to the dregs of the

people. The king likewife, far from treating thefe propofals as a fe-

rious matter, or anfwering them privately, as he would have done had

he thought it poffible to have come to any accommodation, facrificed

them immediately to the proteftants, who gave this treaty all the epi-

thets it deferved ; it even turned the catholics againft the author ; for

thefe catholics finding that all there was badly defigned ; that it was

full of articles which, being only fnares, would prove an inexhauftible

fource of difficulties ; and that there were fome which it was impoffi-

ble to execute, they took no notice of what made the ftrongeft impref-

fion upon them, which was, that by the diftribution of favours and re-

wards, nothing remained for them.

* Thefe four marcchals batons were On this occafion there is a bon mot related

given the following year to Rofne, la ofChanvalon. Sir, faid he one day to the

Châtre, Bois-Dauphin, and Saint-Pol, each duke of Maïenne, you have made baftards,

çî whom will be mentioned hereafter, which will be legitimated at your expence.

The
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The king making no other ufe of thefe proposals than to bind thofe

who ferved him more clofely to his interefts, gave a very mort and cool

anfwer to the prefident Jeannin. It was at the camp before Caudebec.

There is no neceffity to repeat the contents.

Civil wars, efpecially thofe wherein religion has a fhare, give a

freedom and boldnefs which on any other occaiions would be very fur-

prizing. Jeannin, offended at the ridicule with which his project had

been treated, anfwered in writing, which he addrefTed to the king him-

fclf. That he was greatly aftonifhed at his behaviour towards him : That

if his project was well confidered, he would find that he had not yetftipu-

lated for fufficient advantages for the league : That the only fear he had

when he drew it up was, that it would be difavowed, efpecially by the

duke of Nemours, who, inftead of a government, had already formed

a principality for himfelf in Lyonnois, with the approbation of the

king of Spain : And he had ftill more reafon to believe the duke of

Maïenne would be dilplealed at it, whole intereifs had been too much
neglected in this treaty (certainly this moderation of Jeannin's was
truly admirable :) That, in his opinion, he had fliewn the king his rea-

dinefs to ferve him; by not mentioning his giving the lengue any towns

as a fecurity for the performance of his word (as if thofe which were to

be beftowed upon the governors did not anfwer the fc me purpofe:) That,

to pleafe the king, he had eluded the queftion, ofmaking ihofe govern-

ments hereditary. This indeed was true, but after the privileges he had.

inverted them with, would it be difficult for them to lèize this alfo ?

Jeannin afterwards obferved to the king, with great freedom,,

or rather an excefs of infolence, that the catholics having with juftice

taken arms againft him, he ought not to make ufe of the words
crime, and abolition ; for they were entitled to treat with him upon
the foot of an equal, becaufe they did not look upon themfelves

as enemies fubdued, nor him as king, while the cardinal of Bourbon,
the only acknowledged king in France, was alive ; nor even after

his death could he claim that title, on account of his religion ; there-

fore it was the body of the monarchy which treated with a foreign

prince : that, for the fame reafon, the king's acceptation could not be

called an edict of pacification, granted to a king by his fubjecls, but

an amicable contract with a people, who freely choie a king after the

reafons for refufing him were removed. Many other impertinences

with which this letter was filled, do not deferve to be repeated. Jeannin

concluded, by abfolutely rejecting all affiftance from meffieurs de

Bouillon, Du- Pleins, and the other proteltants whom the king had

mentioned
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mentioned in his letter, and declared he would have no intercourfe with

them.

While the king deliberated upon what refolutions he mould
take, the States were held at Paris *. The hint of affembling them
came from the prince of Parma ; and it muft be confeffed, that by

the methods he purfued there, in order to accomplifh his defigns, a

refolution more dangerous for the king's caufe need not have been

taken. This general intended to have fummoned them at Rheims,

and to have renewed all his endeavours to make himfelf matter of the

deliberations within ; while, with a fuperior army without, he retain-

ed the people in his party, and the nobility in their duty, he perfuaded

himfelf that he fhould obtain an election entirely agreeable to the king

of Spain, and caufe the elected monarch to be crowned immediately.

This whole plan was the effect of deep politics
-f-

: quick difpatch,

great liberality, a well-chofen opportunity, and, above all, an army
capable of infpiring awe, thefe were indeed the true means of

bringing affairs to an iffue, and of excluding the king for ever from

them. But the prince of Parma dying juft as he was upon die point

of executing thefe projects, they all expired with him, or were af-

terwards conducted neither with order, diligence, or other neceffary

rmeafures. It is true, that the count of Mansfield, who fucceeded him,

came at laft with an army as far as Noyon ; but at that time, the fame

fubmiffion was not made to Spain, as had been before they had enter-

tained hopes of feeing the king abjure calvinifm ; and the count of

Mansfield returned without having done any thing ; befides, there was

now an alteration in a circumflance, which to the prince of Parma had

always appeared of great confequence ; this was, that inftead of getting

the fiâtes affembled at Rheims, the duke of Maïenne had prevailed

upon the pope and the Spanifh plenipotentiaries, who were don Diego

d'Ibarra, the duke of FeriaJ, Inigo de Mandoce, and count John-
Baptift de Taxis, to confent that they fhould be affembled at Paris. Each
of thefe perfons hoped, that in a city which was entirely in their in-

terefis by their alliances, their intrigues, and their prefents, they might

praclife a thoufand artifices to engage all the fuffrages for themfelves :

* The States were ordered to meet the of Nevers, vol. II. Matthieu, vol. II.

25th ofJanuary, but they were not opened Chron. Novenn. for the year 1593. book
till next ihy, in the Louvre, which was v. Satyre Menippée, &c.

prepared for that purpofc. Allthefpceches, f Sec the duke of Parma's letter on this

acts, and cérémonie.-; of this aflembly, may fubjecï to the king of Spain, Chron. No-
be found in manv of the hiftorians. See venu, book iv. fol. 5.

particularly de Thou, book cv. Davila, \ Laurent. Sauras de Figueroa y Cor-
bookxiii. Memoirs of the league, vol. V. dua, duke of Feria.

Vjlkr.iy, Mem, of §tatc, vol. IV. Mem.
but



Book V. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
but when this great diibrderly body was affembled, they found them-

felves crolfed by fo many, and fuch différent interefts, that the Spaniards

having only their own voices, like the reft, and deititute belides of

the means of making them be heard by force, found that they fhould

meet with more obftacles than they had forefeen; and from that time

they feared, that they fhould draw no other advantage from all their

intrigues and fecret practices, than the embroiling affairs fome time

longer j till this entanglement of fo many different views, and the im-

poihbility of ever uniting them, would at length oblige them to obey

the dictates of realbn.

How would they be able to bring the pope into their meafures,

or rather his legates, who had each his particular defign, the king of

Spam, the dukes of Savoy and Lorrain, the dukes of Ma'ienne, Ne-
mours, Mercoeur, and Guile, in fine, the princes of the blood, who
had alio their different defigns *, of which they were no lefs tenacious?

All thofe factions, when the fiâtes were opened, reflecting that this

was the lafl effort of the party, had recourfe to a thoufand ftrata-

gems which deflroyed each other, and according to the notion of what
is called policy, involved and concealed themfelves under falfe meafures

to bring others to the purpofe they defired. To the great number of

counfels already fo perplexing, they added a flux and reflux of opi-

nions, which formed a maze where no perfon knew where he was.

No one declared his fentiments at firfr, but feemed to fpeak only to

hide his emulation, and to make his real defigns be guefled at.

The Spaniards at this juncture regulated their conduct by their

ufual maxim, and the particular cafl of their nation; or perhaps their

âtûgn was to found the inclinations of the French, to difcover if they

would bear willingly a foreign prince to reign over them. When
they perceived that by this delay they were in danger of lofing what
they had been fo long aiming at, they at lafl made the molt reafon-

able propofition in their power, which was the marriage of the infanta
-J-

* " The league was of this advantage had endeavoured, in vain, to bring France
** to France," fays !c -Grain, " that every under fubjeclion to Spain, by the marriage
" one was willing to command in it, and of this infanta with prince Erneft of Au-
«' none to obey." ftria, the eldeft of the emperor's brothers.

f Clara Eugenia of Auftria, fécond Villeroy's Memoirs of ftate impute to the

daughter of Philip II. of Spain. Cathe- court of Madrid, as an error, by which
rine, the elded, was married to the duke Spain loft the crown of France, their not
of Savoy, but not till after the cardinal of fuffering this infanta, the future queen, t >

Placentia, legate, and cardinal de Pelle-vé, come to France, unlefs the prince whom
Vol. I. I i with
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with the cardinal of Bourbon. All the French nobles, with the Guifes

at their head, waited only for this ftep of the Spaniards, and concur-

red in one common defign, which was, to make ufe of this propofai

to kindle between the king and cardinal all the hatred that could ani-

mate two declared rivals, and confequently between the king and the

leaders of the contrary party, the count of Soiflbns, the duke of Ne-
vers, Longueville, and others. They fuffered this propofition to be
carried fo far, as to have the articles drawn up and fent by Bellozanne

to the cardinal ; but the nobles afterwards uniting, knew how to put

a ftop to it, which they did, with a defign that may be eafily pene-
trated into, in order that what thefe lords took away from the cardi-

nal and the princes of the blood might fall into their own power, as

the princes of the blood, by feeming to refign their hopes in favour

of the cardinal, had an oblique view towards themfelves ; which
fhewed them, that after him the crown would more eafily revert to

them, than if a foreigner had firft poffefled it. The Spaniards com-
prehended the meaning of all the intrigues of the princes of Lorrain,

and, one may eafily imagine, never forgave them.

This common intereft of the nobles, which united them againft

Spain and the princes of the blood, divided them afterwards into as

many factions as there were perfons. Each thought himfelf mofc wor-
thy of the diadem. Jealouiy and malice foon actuated the whole
party to fuch a degree, that each difputed for the crown, for the lble

pleafure of hindering another from obtaining it. Some of thefe par-

ties objected to one perfon only, and comforted himfelf for not be-

ing able te fucceed in his own defigns, if he could overthrow his.

Of this clafs was the clergy, which, without naming any perfon for

the throne, ufed only their utmoft endeavours to hinder the king of

Navarre from being elected. Another undertook to fupplant two,

three, or more of the competitors : but there was not one from any

of thefe motives who was capable of forming a party fo much fupe-

they deftined for her hufband was declared brace the catholic religion, in all probabi-

and acknowledged; but I doubt whether lity this prince would have been declared

the arrival of this princefs at Paris would king. " The duke of Guife," fays fa-

have removed all obstacles. According to ther de Chalons, after Matthieu, Hill, of

tie Thou, the duke of Guife's party was France, vol. III. p. 227. " was praifed

fo powerful, by the union of Spain and " for the moderation he difcovered on this

the clergy of Fiance, that had not his own " occafion. He gave no indications of his

uncle, the duke of Makenne, fecretly op- " having flattered himfelf with fuch agrec-

pofed him, and the king of, Navarre de- " able hopes, nor fhewed any folicitude

dared veryfeafonably his rtfolution to em- *' for fo great a fortune."

rior
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rior to v
he others, as to bear down all its oppofers. The people, al- 1593.

though generally the Haves of prejudice to one particular candidate, »—«•V"-"-/

were here, by the number of them, hindered from determining. And
upon this occalion it happened, as has been often experienced, that

adopting the ftyle of that fort of indifferent and neutral perfons who
are always to be found in public aifemblies, an affair of this impor-

tance was turned into a mere mew, and caufed only laughter at the

unhappy candidates who were rejected.

But thefe intrigues, this play of falflioods, could not laft long; in

fuch fort of debates, the firft refolutions, and the firft motions, are

fuggefted by the paflions. If by a concurrence of caufes they are pre-

vented from fucceeding, reafon, though it flowly appears in tumultu-

ous aifemblies, yet forces itfelf at lait to be feen and acknowledged,

and after long oppofition is followed through neceffity. The firft

thing that was done on this occafion was by means of the parliament,

which weighing deliberately the different propofals that were brought

upon the carpet, either for a Spanifh king, or one of Lorrain, found

that it would be an everlafting reproach to them, to fuffer a law fo

fundamental as the hereditary right of fucceflion to be infringed, and
began, without knowing what would be the confequence, by granting

an edict * which forbad the carrying the crown out of the royal fa-

mily. This was far from being a new thought ; there was not one

whofe mind had not fuggefted it to him, and who was not confcious

of the injuftice of acting contrary to it. .

The claims of royal family began to appear facred to a thoufand

perfons, who a moment before had not reflected on them. Spain,

whofe attempt was fruftrated by this edict, might have ftill warded off

* The edict was parted the 28th ofJune. fequence of it, the prefident lc Maitre,
*' This action," fays Villeroy, vol. II. with the counfellors de Fleury and d'A-
page 58. " was the more applauded by all mours, were deputed that fame day, to
*' good men, as the danger that attended make remonftrances to the duke of Maï-
" it was fo great; it was certainly of great enne, as lieutenant-general of the crown.
" ufe, and I muft fay, that the kingdom The duke complained bitterly of this af-

" owed its fafety to the courts." John front from the parliament; and the arch-

ie Maitre, although made prefident of the h:fhop of Lyons, who was with him, hav-

parliament of the league by the duke of ing repeated the word affront in a paflion,

Mai'enne, the prefident Edward Mole, the andtreHtecl the deputies with bad language,

counfellors William du Vair, afterwards the prefident le Maitre filenced him with

keeper of the feals, Stephen Fleury, Peter great authority and dignity. See vol. IX.
d'Amours, Lazarus Coqueley, &c. were of the Memoirs of the league. Memoirs
the chief promoters of this edict; in con- of Nevers, vol. II. page 635.

I i 2 the
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the blow, had fhe united with the Lorrains, whom it equally ftruck

at ; but the more fhe thought fhe was entitled to depend upon their

fumages, the more irreconcileable was her enmity toward them, when
ihe found they had betrayed her. They made her no offers, and their

confiant mifunderftanding infenfibly paved the way for the victory o£

their common adverfary.

To accomplifh this, there remained but one ftep to be taken>

which was prevented by the ftrong oppofition of the clergy *. A ftop

therefore was put to the affair for fome time : they refumed, as if for

amufement, fome of their former worn-out projects. Different hopes

were again raifed to be foon and effectually extinguifhed ; for there

was not one perfon who did not tacitly confefs, that if the king
-f-

ab-

jured calviniim, all conteft would be at an end. Every one voted

"for the engaging him to comply with this demand, and they applied

themfelves to it, not flightly as before, but from a more clear and dif-

tinct view of the true intereft of the ftate : a view which from this

moment became that of the parliament, and the whole people, and

which met with no more oppofition, but what fome nobles for their

perfonal intereft were pleafed to give it.

The dukes of Maïenne, Nemours, and Mercceur, were the moft

difficult to be perfuaded into thefe meafures, as was moft natural,

considering that they, of all others, had flattered themfelves with hopes

of the greateft advantages : but bad as their intentions were, they

could not hinder a conference with the king from being propofed, and

paffed by a plurality of voices in the ftates. It was, however, in

their power to deftroy or fufpend the effect, and they did not fail to

do fo: for this purpofe they ufed their utmoft endeavours, they fet

their emiffaries to work, took advantage of the king's J bad fortune at

* All the Memoirs of thefe times con- the clergy was- the only one of the three

firm the violent proceedings and outrage- eftates that perfifted in voting for a war.

ous behaviour of the cardinal de Plefance, -[Itis clear at this time, that HenrylV.
legate, and of almoft all the bifliops of was not only the lawful heir to the crown,

France, and curates of Paris and the Sor- that was never difputed, but alfo that in

bonne. " Débourbonnez-nous, Seigneur" his perfon the three races of our kings were

was the explication a preachergave of thefe united. See a proof in a new work en-

words of fcripture, Eripe me, Domine, de titled, Genealogical hiftories of all the fo-

lutofacis. There are an infinite number of vereign families, in the 22d genealogical

fuch circumfhnces, the malignity ofwhich table.

cannot furely be excufed by zeal for the J The journey which Henry IV. took

true religion. De Thou obferves, that towards Tours, and the ncceifity to which

Selles,
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Selles, caufed Mansfield to advance, who took Noyon, gave all the 1593.
force they were able to the pope's refilling to allow the cardinal de u-—v~—

J

Gondy *, and the marquis de Pifany, whom the king had fent to him,

to enter Rome, or any of his holinels's territories. Could they flat-

ter themfelves, that the irregularity of thefe proceedings would not

be commented upon, after having lb often protefled, that in all their

actions they had only the intereit of religion in view, and that they

were ready to fubmit to Henry as foon as he fhould quit his erroneous

opinions. No perfon was deceived; and although they prevented all

the confequences which the conference held at Surêne, in the month
of April

-f-,
might have produced, it was thought the laft effort of an

expiring power. It appeared plainly, that if the king, after having

contented that no proteflant deputy lhould appear at that conference,

had not yet entirely complied, it was becaufe the leaguers railed more

difficulties about temporal, than the king about Spiritual matters.

The people, efpecially, were difpofed to do him juftice, and the fweets

of a truce, which was the only benefit refulting from his conference,

,

drew them entirely into his interdis. But Lnow return more parti-

cularly to this prince.

He made Mante the place of his confiant refidence, where all his •

prudence was fcarce fufficient to keep a party, compoied of perfons fo

oppofite in their fentiments, together. He had been alarmed, at firft,

with the convention of the fiâtes ; and with fo much the more reafon,

as the firft thought which fuggefled itlelf to his mind on that oc-

calion, was, that an affembly, in appearance fo auguft and refpect-

able, would foon find a remedy for the dilbrders of the ftate. Un-
der this apprehenfion, the king began to flatter the catholics more
than ufual; and, as we have jufl feen, made fome efforts to gain the

pope, to the end that he might not extinguifh in both parties the

only hope that could hinder them from coming to an open rupture

with him. It maybe eafily imagined, that this could not be done

he reduced himfelfof railing the fiege of The archbifhop of Bourges, who pleaded

the city of Selles in Berry, were then the king's caufe, maintained that obedience

thought very confidcrable faults. is due to pagan princes, and fupported this

* Peter de Gondy, bilhop of Paris. aflertion by "the authority of St. Paul, the

John de Vivonne, marquis of Pifany. privileges of the Gallic church, and by

t In the latter end of April, and dur- many other unanfwerable proofs. Weak,

ing jxirt of the month of May. See in as the arguments alledged by the arch-

the records, vol. 8889 ofMSS. in the biihop of Lyons to the contrary were,

royal library. Villeroy's Mem. of ftate, they carried their point in this confe- -

vol. IV. Matthieu and Cayet, ibid. &c, reiice,

without-
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159;. without awakening the difcontent of the huguenots. But the king by
*-—r~—' his wiidom was beforehand with them, and it appeared, that nothing

was done but in confequence of that general council of the proteftants,

of which we have already (ccn that the refult has been to turn every

thing into art and negotiation. When their complaints grew too loud,

and the king found reafon to fear that they would carry things to extre-

mity againft him, he knew how to appeafe them by fome new mili-

tary expedition, which he likewife engaged in, to convince the people

ftill more, that a prince, who, by his kind and gracious behaviour ap-

peared deferving of their love, was, by his valour and abilities in war,

no lets worthy of their obedience.

As foon as he was informed of the difunion that raged in the

ftates, the confufion and oppofition that every word gave rife to, he
looked upon this affembly to be the happy means by which his de-

figns would be accomplilhed, and all his perplexity now was the re-

gulating his conduct with the great number of mediators who med-
dled in his affairs, as foon as it was propofed in the ftates to treat with

him. This prince would at that time have met with no obftacle to

/ retard his gaining poffeffion of the crown, if he had appeared willing

to fatisfy the exceîîive demands which the nobles and other mem-
bers of the league began to make him; but he was refolved that po-

fterity fhould never reproach him with his having owed the royal dig-

nity to his meannefs in fubmitting to the rapacioufnefs and caprice of

his fubjecfs. That he was thus able to refift his natural inclination and

ardor to afcend the throne, was a convincing proof of his being worthy

of it.

I ought here to do juftice to fome of them (the number indeed

is not veiy great) but I am well affured that * mefiieurs de Belliévre,

de Belin, and Zamet, had no^view to their own interefts in thofe ap-

plications which they made to the king, Some others there might

be who behaved in the fame manner, but of them I cannot fpeak

with any certainty. As to the red, I fhall content myfelf with nam-
ing the principal agents deputed to the king, as well by the league

and the ftates, as by the clergy and French nobility. I fhall not re-

peat names already mentioned, but add to them only the cardinal de

Gondy, the marechals d'Aumont and de Bouillon, the admiral de

Biron, meffieurs d'O, de Vitry, de Lux, Du-Pleffis, la Verrière, de

f Pçmponne de Belliévre. Francis de Foudoas d'Averton, Sebaftian Zamet.

Fleury,
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Fleury, and the abbé de Chefy. A great many others remained un-

diftinguilhed in this croud, although there was not one amongfl them,

who was not perfuaded in his own mind, that he (hould be one day

mentioned in hiflory, as the perfon who had brought affairs to a con-

clufion. I once counted over to the king, by their names, above a

hundred of thole pcrfons. Thefe that remained would make a very

fine figure here, if one could for a moment only open and dilplay the

hearts of thefe ardent counfellors. Vanity, the defire of favour, felf-

intereft, vile artifice, jealoufy, knavery, and treachery, would be all

one would dilcover there.

There were fome, who till the laft moment did not quit their

difguife, by which they abufed the privilege of conferring with this

prince, in order to betray him more lecurely, and to fpread fnares for

him, which any other could not have efcaped. It is wirh regret,

that I name Villeroy * and Jeannin here, but the fact is too well

known, and the confufïon they were afterwards in, when the king

publicly reproached them with it at Fontainbleau, is a full conviction

of it, as well as the interefted conduct Villeroy afterwards obferved.

Two days only before the king's abjuration, thefe gentlemen pro-

* In the firflr volume of Villeroy's Me-
moirs of ftate, which conftfts only of a

justification of this fecretary's conduct, he
candidly confefles that he would never

have been prevailed upon to engage in the

party of Henry IV. if he had not before-

hand taken all the neceflary mcafurcs for

the fecurity of the catholic religion. He
confefles alfo, with the fame finccritv, his

connections with the league and Spain, and
the political principle which he had efpouf-

ed, that in making peace, it was moft advan-
tageous for the king to feparate him from
the intcreir of England, and unite him
with Spain. With regard to other accufa-

tions, he defends himlelf with great force :

He protefted, that he never received any
money from Spain; and whatever argu-
ments he offered, either in the ftates or

any other councils, were fincerely meant
for the king's advantage, and to forward

the peace. See the note upon this fubject

feme pages above, and what is faid in the

preface to this work. As to the oath taken

by the league, which the duk« of Sully

here mentions, and which is the heavieft

article againft Villeroy, he is fo fully juf-

tified in Matthieu, vol. II. p. 153. and fol-

lowing, Chron. Novenn. book v. fol.

229. and fome other hiftorians, that it

muff be confeii'ed, that this is an error in

our Memoirs. According to thefe hiftori-

ans, Villeroy had not only no part in this

oath, but was alfo abfolutely ignorant of

it, till Henry IV. fhowed him this writing

at Fontainbleau, and charged him to re-

monftrate the bafenefs of fuch a proceed-

ing to the duke of Ma'icnne, whom Ville-

roy was at that time by the king's com-
mand, honeftly endeavouring to feparate

from the league. But it is flill more cer-

tain that Villeroy reproaching the duke of

Ma'icnne with this criminal defign, Mai-
enne anfwered him in thefe words, " I

" would neither tell you, nor the prefident

" Jeannin of this oath, becaufe Ipromif-
" ed the Spaniards and the league t© the
" contrary, and was not ignorant that you
" would never be brought to approve of
" fuch a remedy." Matthieu, p. 155.

cured
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cured a fecret affembly to be held, compofed of the pope's, and the

king of Spain's minifters, and the chief partifans of the league, ei-

ther in perfon, or by proxy, for the dukes of Nemours and Mercceur,

men then abfent. In this affembly, the legate made them all fwear,

upon the crofs, the evangeliffs, and even the Kofi, to maintain the league,

till they faw, upon the throne of France, a king agreeable to Spain, and,

above all, never to acknowledge the king of Navarre for fuch, though

he mould, to the claim his birth gave him, add that of a fincere abjura-

tion. This very pious and charitable oath, figned by the whole affem-

bly, was incloied in a packet, and fent to Rome. It was from a

letter wrote by the cardinal of Placentia to fome members of parlia-

ment, the bearer of which was taken up at Lyons by the king's fol-

diers, that we came to the knowledge of this oath. In this man-

ner did they fport with fidelity, virtue, and religion. This circum-

ftance, though anticipated, feems to me not improperly mentioned

here.

Amongst that croud of negotiators and counfellors there were

many who imagined they could deceive the king, while in reality they

deceived themfelves. The king let them remain in this opinion,

not to perfuade thefe fchemers, but the people, that he might be ea-

fily brought to the point they wifhed. This I had from the king

himfelf. I remember one night, which was, I believe, on the 15th

of February, when all the courtiers had quitted his apartment, he

fent Feret, his fecretary, to bring me to him, who introduced me
into his chamber, where I found him in bed. He owned to me, that

he was under a neceffity of ufing this precaution whenever he had an

inclination to converfe with me, that he might not give difguft to the

catholics, and the proteftants likewife, who hated me ftill more, per-

haps, through jealoufy, than the former did through a natural averfion.

After complaining of this reftraint in terms very obliging to me, he

talked to me of thofe affairs which were at prefent upon the carpet, and

of the intrigues of the courtiers to obtain each feparately the honour of

the decifion. I had faid before, and it has been repeated to the king,

that I was afraid his eafy difpofition would make him give up more

than he ought to do. But the manner in which this prince repreient-

ed to me the ftate of affairs, and painted the different characters of

all the pretenders, to his favour, convinced me I had been deceived.

I was furprized at that juftneis of penetration with which he imme-
diately difcerned truth amidft the {hades that obfcured it, Nor was

I lefs charmed, when fubmitting his knowledge to mine, he infifled

upon
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upon my prefcribing to him the manner in which he mould flnifh an

affair which, to confefs the truth, was not without danger till the lair

moment. I endeavoured to excufe myfelffrom accepting this honour,

but all I could obtain was a delay of three days to take my refolution :

it was during this conversation that the king firft mentioned to me his

defign of entrufting his finances to my care.

After three days deep reflection, I waited upon the king with

the fame fecrecy as before. I did not approve of any of thefe fchemes

that had been recommended to him, and which differed only in the

proportion of thofe rewards which were to be granted to the members

of the league, and other interested perfons. My opinion was, that

matters were not yet ripe for a conclusion, which I Supported with

the following reafons : That the king was freed from that only fear

which could induce him to put a precipitate end to the prêtent ne-

gotiations, by which I meant the fear that all thefe competitors for roy-

alty ihould unite refolutely in favour of one particular perlbn, becaule

the mifunderftanding which had already rifen amongft the princes, the

nobles, and the Spanifh ministers, gaining Strength every day, we
«light expect to fee them loon deftroy each others prétentions. From
whence it muff neceffarily happen, that thofe who were difinterefted,

and had right intentions, would bind themfelves more clofely to the

king's party : That this effect was already indisputable, with regard

to thofe cities of France which were at too great a distance from the

league, and the cabal, to be influenced by that eagernefs and warmth
which actuated them : That the heads of the league themfelves, through

hatred, jealoufy, or even a confederation of their own intereft, would

one after the other, throw themfelves into the king's party : That the

bare hopes only which this prince would fuffer them to entertain, would

.give him beforehand moft of thofe advantages he could gain from

the accomplishment of them, without hazarding any thing : That the

dangers of a too precipitate execution were, firft, an open defertion

of the proteftants, who were not yet fufficiently prepared for this

change, which might produce the moft fatal confequences, fince the

king, not being yet fecure of all the catholics to oppofe them, would

remain at the mercy of both parties ; and, fecendly, the necefiity he

laid himfelf under, by throwing himfelf into the arms of the ca-

tholics, of granting all their demands, however exorbitant they were,

which, both for the prefent and the future, was of dangerous conle-

ciuence : That it was neceffary to allow thefe fchemers, and all the

chiefs of the league, time to give a diftinct form to their demands, by

Vol. I. K k which
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1593. which they would perceive, that they were encroaching upon each
-~~,r-—' ether, and they would be obliged voluntarily to reduce their extrava-

gant prétendons, to agree that by fetting too high a value upon flight

fervices they would put it out of the king's power to fatisfy them,

and at length to leek their own intereft in the general intereft of

the flate. I told the king, that he would find the firft who took

this ftep, would be thole, who, having only been influenced by the

foreign powers to demand rewards which they were perhaps deiirous

of lharing with them, would begin to be fenfible of the injuftice of

their proceedings in proportion as their hatred of thofe foreigners in-

ereàfed : and that thole very foreigners, finding the king lb ready to

comply with the demands that were made upon him, would prevail

upon others to aik for what they did not believe they could obtain for

themfelves.

I shewed the king, that, whatever change mould happen in his

affairs, it could not be fo fudden, but he would have it in his power to

prevent it, fince the fpeaking a few words only would anfwer that pur-

pofe ; whereas, by gaining time, he would difcover all their deiigns ;

and fecretly breaking thofe connections between them, all that re-

mained to put an abfolute end to the treaty, would be to bellow re-

wards upon thofe who had a right to demand them. To bring affairs

happily to this end, I faw nothing better to be done, than for the king

to perfift in the conduct he had hitherto obferved. To receive every

one kindly, promife little, feem defirous of bringing matters to a con-

clusion, alcribe always the fault of delays to obftacles, and earneffly

endeavour to remove them. This, in my opinion, is the manner in

which one generally ought to aft in political affairs which are a little

perplexed. It is well known that the difference between precipitation

and diligence is, that this laft, as much a foe to inaction and floth as

the other, engages in nothing without having firft confulted judgment

upon it ; while in the practice they are almolt always confounded.

In thefe arguments which I made ufe of to the king, his fuppo.fed

converfion was always the foundation I built upon ; and his majefh ,

by contradicting none of them, gave me to undcrftand, that he would

not be flopped by that formality. I added only one thing more,

which was, that he would not luffer this negotiation to degenerate in-

to mere debates, as his adverfaries did, but join fome military expe-

dition to it. Having many other reafons to add, I offered the

king to give them to him in writing. His majefty replied, there

was no occafion for it ; that he believed he comprehended all I could

have
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have to fay to him; and that when he had more leifure, he would dif- 1 593.
courfe with me upon a fyflem, by which it feemed to him, that after ^—v~—

having united himfelf to the catholics, it would not be impomble to

reconcile them to the proteftants.

That this refolution might be fully executed, the king, at his re-

turn to Mante, after the breaking off the conference of Surêne, caufed

others wholly upon the fubject of religion*, to be held between the

catholic priefts, and the protefrant clergy, at which he was always pre-

fent ; and, on the other hand, made preparations for opening the cam-
paign, in the month of April, by fome action of importance, rather in-

deed to keep up his reputation with the people, than with defign to

continue in earneft a war, which for want of money he was unable to

fupport.

This defigned expedition was the liege of Dreux, for which the

king borrowed a large fum of money from the city of Mante ; and

leaving that place about the beginning of April, came to pafs the river

of Eure at Serify, while I on my fide affembled, and led the necef-

fary artillery. The admiral de Biron
-J-,

by the king's order, inverted

the city, which made little refinance : all the difficulty lay in taking

the caltle, and efpecially the tower Grife, which was impenetrable to

the cannon. I promifed the king to carry it, if he would give me four

Englifh and Scots miners, and a certain number of workmen. My
enterprife did not fail to furnilh matter for laughter and contempt to my
enemies, who eagerly feized this occaiion to mortify me. The king,

though very doubtful of my fuccefs, granted my requefr. I led

my miners and pioneers to the foot of the tower, where to guard them
againft the fire, and efforts of the befieged, I covered them with man-
telets, and ftrong pieces of wood, and made them apply fo clofely, and
with fuch eagernefs to the work, that out of fix and thirty pioneers,

which was my whole number, four only could labour at a time : the

exceffive hardnefs of the ftone exhaulled their fbrength, and covered

them with fweat the inftant they began to work, but I caufed them to

be relieved immediately by four others ; fo that the work was not dis-

continued for one moment, although the enemies within endeavoured

to deitroy them, by throwing down large pieces of ftone, and tiring in-

ceflantly upon them.

* At la Villette, atPontoifc, at Man- dial, to whom the king gave the title of

te, and ellewheie. admiral.

t Charles de Goaiaut, fon to the marc-

K k 2 When
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——v—-' When I found that, notwithstanding this vigorous defence, I had
the very firil day nude an opening five feet in height, three in width,

and four in depth, I believed the fuccefs infallible. Six days were con-

fumed in this work. I enclofed three or four hundred pounds of ex-

cellent powder, in feveral cavities of fix or feven feet fquare, in the

thicker!: part of the wall, which I fhutup with flrong flones cemented
together with piailler, leaving a paflage only for two large faucifies of
xlry hides filled with good powder, the end of which reached to the

powder within, and joined on the outride of the tower a train

to which the fire was to be put. The duke of Montpenfier, de-

iirous of feeing the difpofition of this machine, received a mufket fhot

there in his face. Every one waited impatiently for my confufion,

which was all the refult expected from this great work. And when
they were informed of the time when I was to fet fire to it, they eagerly

aflembled to behold the effect, which was not indeed immediate : for

at firfi a low found was heard, accompanied with a thick fmoke, during

which a thoufand contemptuous glances were car!: upon me, and I was
forced to endure as many itrokes of raillery upon my mine ; but I foon

had my revenge. A few minutes after, a thick cloud of fmoke rofe

as high as the tower, and, at the fame inilant, we faw it divide exactly

into two parts, one of which fell, dragging men, women,, and children

with it, who were buried under its ruins. The other part continued

flill flanding, but in fuch a condition, that we could behold under its

uncovered roof all thofe that were within, who terrified and aftoniined

at fuch an horrible accident, and at our foldiers firing immediately

upon them, fent forth moil lamentable cries. The king, moved
with companion, ordered the fire to ceafe, and fending for thofe mir
ferable objects, gave a crown to each of them. The caille inllantly

furrendered, and this once I was fure, that the government of a city,

taken almofl wholly by my means, would not be refufed me. But
d'O enjoyed the triumph of gaining it from me, and I yielded it to him,

after the king had represented to me, that the terms he was upon with

the catholic party made it impoffible to difoblige them on fb flight an

occafion.

The king flopped only to perform a few more fuch little expe-

ditions, and returned immediately to Mante, to refume his conferences*

This alternate fucceflion of war, and debates, lafled all the time that

the fiâtes continued to be held, and even till the day that the king

abjured the proteflant religion. I fhould betray the caufe of truth, if

Ifuf-
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I flittered it to be even fufpected, that policy, the threats of the ca-

tholics, the fatigue of labour, the defire of reft, and of freeing himfelf '

from the tyranny of foreigners, or even the good of the people, though
highly laudable in itfelf, had entirely influenced the king's laft re-

folution. As far as I am able to judge of the heart of this prince,

which I believe I know better than any other perfon, it was indeed

thefe considerations which fcrft hinted to him the neceflity of his con-

veriion ; and I confeis that I myfelf fuggefted no others to him, fully

perfuaded, as 1 have always been, although a calvinift, from what I

have gathered from the moft learned of the proteftant clergy, that

God is no lefs honoured in the catholic, than in the proteftant church.

But at length the king was fully convinced that the catholic faith *

was the fecureft. That native candour and iincerity which I al-

ways obferved in this prince, perfuades me, that he would not have
been able, during all the remainder of his life, to carry on fuch a
fallacy.

The confeffion I make here ought not to be judged harfhly of.

It is not lurprizing that Henry, who never heard any arguments about

religion, but in thefe conferences, and continual controverfies
-f-,

ihould iuffer himfelf to be drawn on that fide, which they took care

to make always victorious. For it mall be obferved as an effect of the
king's prudent delays, that every one, even the protectants, nay more,
the proteftant clergy who were employed in the conferences, were
at laft thoroughly convinced that the king's change of religion was a

circumftance abfolutely necellary for the good of the ftate, for peace,

and even for the advantage of both religions ; fo that there was a

kind of general combination to draw him to it. The proteftant cler-

* This is the anfwer M. de Perefixe fays refpetS for the pope, the cardinals, and the

he made to a proteftant minifter, who in a whole clergy, his follicitu.de for the con-
difputation with the romifh doctors, was verfion of the young prince of Condé, his

driven to confefs that a man might be as alliance with the pope, by marrying the

well fared in their communion. The con- princefs of Florence, his endeavours to

feflion here made, lays Sully open to a very cultivate a good intelligence between the

fenftble attack. fovereign pontif and the queen of England,

t All thiTe difcourfes of the cardinals the marriage of his filler with the du
and prelates of France, whether intended Bar, the erection of the hofpital for lick,

to enlighten his understanding, or increafe and other buildings, the fcpulchre of our
I, may be found in the volume of Lord, and the holy places, the Satisfaction

MS. in the king's library, marked 9214. which he (hewed at the victory gained
The fincciiiy of his converfion is there over the calvinifts by the biihopof Evreux,

proved by the following circumftances, his &c.

gy
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i Ç9 }. gv either defended themfelves no longer, or did it fo weakly, that their

**—-> adversaries had always the advantage.

The abbé Du-Perron, whofe triumph there was complete, was

not a man that would lofe the fruits of his victory. With that foft

and inlinuatiug converfation, that ftrong and perfuaiive eloquence, that

inexhauftible fund of learning, iupported by a wonderful memory, he

could neither be overthrown, nor convicted of falfhood, but by the

help of a whole library ; a fort of languishing defence. With princes,

the progreffion from complaifaace to flattery is very eafy. Some of

the protectant clergy, who were moil about the king, and whom he

confulted upon his difficulties, formally betrayed * their faith ; or, by

a deligned perplexity, flattered that religion which they already looked

upon to be their king's.

The leaders of the proteftant party were not fo eafily brought to

comply with the prêtent exigency. They were often abfolutely untrace-

able. It was in vain to remonitrate to them, that by their obltinacy

the king would lofe the crown, and thatfince it was neceflary itihould

be pofferTed by a catholic prince, it was an advantage to them, that

this prince was the fame who had fo long been affectionately united

with them, and upon whofe friendship they had all the reafon imagin-

able to depend. They had flattered themfelves, that they Ihould fee a

prince of their own faith upon the throne, and that calvinifm mould be

the eftablhhed religion in France. They thought it hard to be deprived

of this advantage. Self-love in all religions makes fuch a lofs be looked

upon as irreparable
-f-.

The king experienced this excels of difcontent, when fome of the

chief cities in the kingdom, that had been fuffered to groan under the

oppreffion of an infinite number of little tyrants, firft applied to his

majefty, and deputed the count of Belin to demand of him the free-

dom of commerce. Henry was either at Mante, or at Vernon, when

* D'Aubignc names fome of thofeprotef- teftant party, " there will in a little time
tants ; he obfervcs alio, that the marchio- " be neither a king or kingdom in

nefs de Monceaux, the king's miftrefs, " France. It is my defire to give peace
acled the fame part, in the hope of becom- " to all my fubjec~ts, and quiet to my own
ing queen herfelf, if Henry fhould be de- " foul; confider among yourfelves what
clared king. Vol. III. book iii. chap. 22. " is moft necefTary for your own fecuritv,

t " [f I follow your advice," replied " you (hall always find me ready to fatisfy

Henry IV. to a clergyman named laFaye, " you." Chron. Novenn. ibid,

who addrefled him in the name of the pro-

the
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the count of Belin came to make him this propofition, which he

would not receive but in the prefence of his whole council. There
was not a protectant there, who appeared willing he mould grant it ;

and what is flill more furprizing, it met with equal oppofition from

the catholics, without their being able to aflign a lawful, or even a

plauiible reafon, for fuch a conduct. All thefe perfons were perplex-

ed in their debates, and perceived plainly that their opinion would
fignify nothing, yet could not prevail upon themfelves to alter it.

The king looking at me that moment, " Monfieur de Rofny," faid

he to me, " what makes you lb thoughtful? Will not you fpeak your
" mind abfolutely no more than the others ?" I took the word, and

was not afraid to declare myfelf againft all thofe that had voted, by

maintaining, that it was necelTary not to hefitate a moment in com-
pleating the gaining the people over to the king's interests, by an in-

itance of kindnefs which he might revoke if they made a bad ufe of

it. This advice railed a cry of difapprobation, which I have always

regarded as a retaliation for that confent I had extorted from the

council (which has been mentioned before.) The king was obliged

to yield to their importunity, and the count of Belin returned without

fuccefs.

Henrv, reflecting upon this refufal, and judging that there want-

ed but little more of the fame nature to alienate the people's affec-

tions from him, without a poflibility of regaining them, and to in-

duce them to go over to the party of his enemies, lie refolvcd to defer

his abjuration no longer. Me was now convinced that there was no
probability of his lubduing the reluctance of lèverai of the proteftants,

or of ever obtaining their free confent to this proceeding *
; but that

it was necelTary to act independently of them, and hazard fome mur-
murs, which would end in nothing. As for the catholics of his party,

the king endeavoured only to remove their fears that, looking upon
them as perfons of whom he was already lecure, lie would apply him-
felf wholly to the gaining the reft, by bellowing all rewards upon them.

He therefore at lait declared publicly, that on the 20th of July he would
perform his abjuration, and named the church of St. Denis for this

ceremony.

* Henry IV. was always fenfiblc, that " have a hundred troublefome people

his abjuration would expofe him to great " about me, which makes me deleft St.

dangers, which made him write in this " Denis as much as you do Mante," &c.
manner to mademoifelle d'Eftrées. " On See the new edition of Henry the Great's

Sunday I fhall take a dangerous letters.

leap. While I am writing to you,

This
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This declaration threw the league into confufion, and filled the

hearts of the people, and the catholics of the royal party with joy.

The proteftants, although they had expected it, difcovered their dis-

content by figns, and low murmurs, and did for form's fake all that fuch

a juncture required of them ; but they did not go beyond the bounds

of obedience. All the ecclefiaftics, with Du-Perron, intoxicated with

his triumph, at their head, flocked together ; every one was defirous of

a (hare in this work. Du-Perron, for whom I had obtained the bi-

ihopric of Evreux, thought he could not (hew his gratitude for it in a

better manner, than by exercifing his function of converter upon me.

He accofted me with the air of a conqueror, and propofed to me to be

prefent at a ceremony, where he flattered himfelf he mould ihine with

fuch powers of reafoning as would diflipate the profoundeft darknefs.
" Sir," replied I, " all I have to do by being prefent at your difputes,

" is to examine which fide produces the firongeft and molt effectual

" arguments. The ftate of affairs, your number and your riches, re-

" quire that yours fhould prevail." In effect they did. There was a

numerous court at St. Denis, and all was conducted with great pomp
.and fplendor. I may be difpenfed with dwelling upon the deicription

of this ceremony here, fince the catholic hifforians*have been fo prolix

upon that fubject.

I did not imagine I could be of any ufe at this time ; therefore

.kept myfelf retired as one who had no intereft in the ffiew that was
preparing, when I was vilited by Du-Perron, whom the cardinal of

Bourbon had fent to me, to decide a difpute that had arofe on occafion

of the terms in which the king's pçofeffion of faith fhould be conceived.

The catholic priefts and doctors loaded him with all the trifles their

heads were filled with, and were going to make it a ridiculous, inffead

of a grave and folemn compofition. The proteffant miniffers, and the

king himfelf difapproved -f of the puerilities and trifles with which they

had fluffed this inffrument, and it occafioned debates which had like

to have thrown every thing again into confufion.

* See, befides the abovementioned hif- to the pope, and the king's declaration

torians, Mezerai, and the volume of MS. of the motives on which he was convert-

marked 8935, in the king's library, where ed, &c.

may be found likewife the letter written to f " There is no neceflity to mention a

his holinefs by the king, the commiffion " requiem," faid Henry IV. " 1 am not
givçn to M. Du-Perron, when he went " dead yet."

to Rome to make a tender of obedience

1 WENT
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I went immediately with Du-Perron to the cardinal of Bour-

bon, with whom it was agreed, that none of thefe articles of faith

which were controverted by the two churches, fhouid be omitted, but

that all the reft Should be fupprefi'ed as ufelefs. The parties approv-

ed of this regulation, and the * instrument was drawn up in fuch a

manner, that the king acknowledged there all the roman tenets upon

the Holy Scripture, the church, the number and ceremonies of the

facraments, the facrifice of the mafs, traniubftantiation, the doctrine

of juftification, the invocation of faints, the worfhip of relics and
images, purgatory, indulgences, and the fupremacy and power of the

pope
-J-.

After which the fatisfadtiori was general J.

* See the original of it in the old Me-
moirs. Du-Pleffis Moriiuv, and Mezerai

after him, reproached the king and the

catholics, apparently without any caufe,

that this iirlt inrtrument winch they fup-

prefled, was however the fame that was
lent to the pope, as if the king had com-
pofed, written, and figned it with his own
hand, but in reality counterfeited, by mon-
fieur Lomenie. Thefe are his own words,

book i. p. 198. book ii. p. 207.

+ Another act of equal validity, by

which Henry IV. acknowledges the pope's

authority, is the declaration which he made
after his converfion, that it was neceflity

and the confufion of affairs that obliged

him to receive abfolution from the prelates

of France, rather than from thole of the

holv father. This declaration is record-

ed in the third volume of Villeroy's Me-
moirs of date, p. 61.

J It was Renaud, or Beaune de Sam-
blançai, archbifhop of Bourges, who re-

ceived the king's abjuration; the cardinal

of Bourbon, who was not a pricft, and
nine other bifhops, affifted at the cere-

mony. Henry IV. entering the chapel of

St. Denis, the archbifhop faid to him,
" Who are you?" Henry replied, " I

" am the king." " What is your re-
" queft?" faid the archbifhop. " To be
" received," laid the king, " into the pale

" of the catholic, apoftolic, and roman
" church." " Do you defire it?" add-

ed the prelate. " Yes, I do defire it, re-

plied the king. Then kneeling, faid, " I

" protefl and fwear, in the prcfence of al-

" mightvGod,toliveand die in thecatho-
" lie, apoftolic, and roman religion; to

" protect and defend it againit all its ene-
" mies, at the hazard of my blood and
" life, renouncing all herefies contrary to
" this catholic, apoftolic, and roman
" church." He afterwards put this fame

confeilion in writing, into the hands of the

archbifhop, who prelented him his ring to

kifs, giving him abfolution with a loud

voice, during which Te Deum was fung,

&c. Sec a particular account of the cere-

mony in the hiftorians. Cayet, book v.

p. 222. and following. Matthieu, Sec.

*593-
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*593- THE ceremony of the king's abjuration was followed by a

deputation * of the duke of Nevers to Rome, who, together

with the cardinal de Gondy, and the marquis de Pifany, were to of-

fer the pope the fubmimons ufual in fuch cafes. Although this

change was a mortal ftroke for the league, the Spaniards and the

duke of Maïenne flill held out : they endeavoured to perfuade their

* Clement VIII. refufed to acknow-
ledge and receive the duke of Nevers as

ambpfiidor, and would oblige the French
bifhops to go and prefent themfelves to

the grand inquiiitor, pretending that they

had no power to ablblve the king. M.
de Thou blames, with as much reafon,

the pope's inflexibility upon this occafion,

as he extols the courage, prudence, and

the whole conduct of the duke of Nevers,

book 108. See torn. II. Mem. de Ne-
vers, MSS. de la Bibliot. du Roi, and
in the hiftorians mentioned above, the par-

ticulars of the embattles of Nevers and

Luxembourg, and the negotiations of fa-

ther Séraphin Olivari, de la Clielle, of

the abbots Du-Perron and d'Oflat, with
the holy father. The pope ftill deferred

a long time an abfolution which he had
a great defire to grant, and received very
ill la Clielle, who prcfented to him the

letters of HenrylV. Father Séraphin, who-
was prefent, and plainly perceived that the-

pope's anger was only feigned, faid to him
merrily, " Holy father, if the devil him-
" felf was to come, and afk an audience
" of you, and you had any hopes of con—
" verting him, you could not in confei-
" ence deny him it." This fpeech drew
a fmile from his holinefs.

partifans-
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partifans that there ftill remained refources capable of making it in-

effectual ; but they ipoke at that time contrary to their own opinion,

and this feigned confidence was only defigncd to obtain greater ad-

vantages from the king, before he was fecurely fixed on the throne.

This is not a mere conjecture only, at leaft with regard to the

king of Spain, fince it is certain, that he ordered Taxis and Stuniga

to offer the king forces furficient to reduce all the chiefs of the league

and the proteftant party, without annexing any other condition to this

offer, than a ftrict alliance between the two crowns ; and an agree-

ment, that the king fhould give no afliftance to the rebels in the Low
Countries. Philip II. judged of Henry by himfelf, and conlidered his

converfion only as the principle of a new political fyitem, which

made it neceifary for him to break through his former engagements.

It may not perhaps be unufeful to mention here an obfervation I have

made on the conduct of Spain, which is, that although before and

after the death of Catherine de Medicis fhe had put a thoufand dif-

ferent fprings in motion, changed parties and interefts as fhe thought

moft expedient to draw advantages from the divifions that fhook this

kingdom, the proteftant party was the only one to which fhe never

made any application : fhe has often publicly protefted, that fhe ne-

ver had the leaft intention to gain or fuffer their alliance. It is by

an effect of this very antipathy that the Spaniards have conftantly re-

fufed the new religion admiflion into their ftates : an antipathy which
cannot be attributed to any thing but the republican principles the

proteftants are accuied of having imbibed. The king being fully

convinced, that to ftirle the feeds of fchifm in his kingdom, it was ne-

ceffary to give none of the different factions occafion to boaft that his

power was at their difpofal; and that to reduce all parties, he muft
be partial to none ; he therefore fteadily rejected thefe offers from

Spain, and thofe which the duke of Mai'enne made him to the fame

purpoiè : but at that very time appeared willing to treat with any of

the chiefs or cities of the league which would furrender, and reward

them in proportion to their readinefs and fervices : and it was this

prudent medium that he was refolved to perfift in. Although he

now profeffed the fame religion as the league, yet his averfion to the

fpirit which actuated that party, and to the maxims by which they were

ncd, was not leffened ; the very name only of the league was
.cat to kindle his anger. The catholic leaguers luppofing that

his abjuration authorized them to abolifh, in thole cities which de-

pended upon them, the edicts that were favourable to the huguenots;

L 1 2 the
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the king caufed them to be reftored ; and though in fome places the

leaguers had obtained the content even of the huguenots themfelves

(determined to purchafe peace at any price) for this purpofe, yet the

procédant party murmuring' at it, Henry cancelled all that had been

done to that effect *, and ihewed that it was his deiign to keep the

balance even.

The duke of Ma'ienne, finding that in this laft fcheme, which he

had believed infallible, he was diiappointed as well as the reft, placed

all his future dependence upon his old friends the Pariiians, and ne-

glected no method by which he might awaken their mutinous dif-

poiition. But (o far was he from fucceeding in this attempt, that

he could not hinder them from difcovering their joy at what had juft

paffed at Saint Denis. They talked publicly of peace, and even in

his prefence ; and he had the mortification to hear a propofal to fend

deputies to the king to demand a truce for fix months, and they

obliged him to give his confent to it. The truce for three months,

that had been granted them at Surêne -j-, had only infpired them with

an inclination for a longer one.

The king gave audience to the deputies in full council. The greateft

number of thole who compofed it, liftening to nothing but their jea-

loufy of the duke of Ma'ienne, whom they feared as a man that had

the means in his power of purchafing favour and rewards, were of

opinion, that no regard ought to be fliewn to this demand of the

deputies, becaufe the perfon who fent them perfifted in his revolt

againft the king, even after his abjuration. Notwithftanding the ju-

ftice of not confounding the duke of Ma'ienne with the Pariiians, I

faw that thi^ advice was likely to be followed, and certainly it might

have produced fomc terrible misfortune. I iniifted fo ftrongly upon
the advantage of letting the people, already recovered from their firft

terrors, tafte the fweetnefs of a peace which would intereft them ftill

more in the king's favour, that this prince declared he would grant

* The king, on (he 12th of December with their requefts, but that he would to-

this year, held an afl'embly of the protef- lerate them. Matthieu, torn. II. liv. i.

rants at Mante, in which he public!) de- p. 164.

dared, that his changinghisreligionfhould f Or at Villette, fituated between Paris

make no alteration in the affairs of the pro- and St. Denis, as it is obferved in the Me-
teftants. Mem. de la ligue, torn. 5. And moirs of the league. It is dated the 31ft

the calvinifts having afked many things of of July, and was published the next day at

him, he told them he could not comply Paris.

the
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the truce they demanded of him, but for the months of Auguft, Sep- 1593.

tember, and October, only. u*~y~—t

The next day a prodigious concourfe of the populace of Paris af-

fembled at St. Denis. The king fhewed himfelf to the people, af-

filed publicly at mafs ; wherever he turned his fteps the croud was

fo great, that it was * fometimes impofiible to pierce through them :

at the fame moment, a million of voices cried, Long /he the king.

Every one returned, charmed with the gracefulnefs of his perfon, his

condefcenfion, and that popular air which was natural to him :

" God blefs him," faid they, with tears in their eyes, " and grant
" that he may foon do the fame in our church of Notre Dame in

" Paris." I obferved to the king this difpofition of the people with

regard to him ; tender and fenfible as he was, he could not behold

this fpectacle without a flrong emotion.

The Spaniards had now recourfe to their ufual artifices. D'En-
tragues came to me one morning, and told me, that a Spaniard was
juit arrived at St. Denis, charged with difpatches of great importance

from Mandoce, who had ordered him to make his applications directly

to me, being the only perfon who had any knowledge of the propo-

fals which he had a long time ago made to the king at Beam, by Mo-
reau and the vilcount de Chaux. This Spaniard, whole name was

Ordognès, or Nugnès, had been a domeftic of d'Entragues, whole

fèrvice he had quitted for that of Mandoce; d'Entragues correfpond-

ed, by his means, with the Spanifh ambaffador to the league : This

is what I learned of this man by the recital, whether true or falfe,

that d'Entragues made me. I did not confide much in this Spanifh

emiffary, and lefs in d'Entragues, whofe turbulent difpofition I was
well acquainted with ; I received him therefore coldly enough, for I

did not doubt but this was all a Spanifh ftratagem : but d'Entragues

feemed lb affected with my fufpicions of his fidelity, and added fo

many affurances of the veracity of his Nugnès, that I permitted him
to bring him to me that evening. The king, whom I informed of

* " They arc wild," faid Henry, " to " years of age, feized me by the head and
" fee a king." Etoile, ibid. In a letter " killed me; I was not the firft who
which he wrote to mademoifelle d'Eftrées, " laughed at it; to-morrow you flvill

upon this or fome other fuch occafion, " fweetenmv mouth." Recueil des lettres

he fays, " A pleafant adventure happened d' Henry lç Grand.
° to me at church;, an old woman of 80

d'En-
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d'Entragues's vifit, had the fame opinion of it that I had ; however,

he commanded me to hear what the envoy had to fay.

D'En tr agues did not fail to return at the time appointed, accom-

panied by the Spaniard, who after fome vague ccnverfation about the

joy there was in the court of Spain for the king's abjuration, and a

great many proteftations of kindnefs, which I had no reafcn to believe

very fincere, at length told me, he had a ccmrnimon to propofe a

marriage between the king and the infanta * of Spain, with fome

other articles, which he declared he had been ordered to explain only

to the king, to whom he intreated me to prêtent him. Henry being

willing to hear him, I told Nugnès, without any ceremony, that fince

lie came from fo fufpected a place, he mult purchafe the honour of

an audience from his majefty, by fubmitting to a few precautions that

would perhaps be a little mortifying. He thought nothing too hard.

I therefore began to fearch him myfelf, and afterwards caufed two of

my valets de chambre to make a more rigid fcrutiny about his perfon

andcloaths; one ofthem having been a taylor, acquitted himfelf of this

talk with great exactnefs. When he came into the king's apartment

I made him kneel, and held both his hands betwixt mine. He added

nothing to the propofals he had already made me, but talked of the

alliance between the two crowns in terms fo fpecious and lofty, that the

king, who at firft would hardly liften to him, could not hinder himfelf

from approving of the Spaniard's propofal, to fend fome perfon on

whom he could rely, to enquire of don Bernardin de Mandoce him-

felf, if what he had faid could be depended on.

This deputation, which would have the appearance of a myftery,

I could not approve of, and flill lefs of the choice his majefty made
of la Varenne for this occafion, a man remarkably vain

-f.
The

* Clara Eugenia of Auftria, fécond that this princefs met him one day after

daughter of Philip II. his preferment, and faid to him, " La
f Wc fliall mention him again, in the " Varcnne, thou haft gained more by car-

fequel of thefe Memoirs; his name is Wil- " rying my brother's poulets*, than by

liam Fouquet, and he derives' the title of " larding of mine," one may conclude,

l.i Varcnne from the marquifate of la Va- that the means by which he gained the

renne in Anjou, which he bought. His king's favour were not very honourable.

mptôyment was that of a cook to the He was firft made cloak-bearer to this

princefs Catherine, and his chief excellen- prince, afterwards counfellor of ftate, and

lardrng meat. If it be true, comptroller-general of the poft-ofKce, and

ter U poulets, in French, fignifies to carry love-letters; the jeft lies in the ambiguity »f the word

hii h lignifies cither a pullet or a giil,

i king,
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king, to whom I difcovered all my apprehenfions, thought he mould 1593.

avoid any appearance of an engagement or negotiation with Spain, by *—*"Y"-—^

'^ivino- la Varenne no commiihons in writing, and making the regu-

lation of fome boundaries upon the frontiers of Spain the pretence

for his journey. La Varenne had no fooner received orders to depart,

than he boafted of his commiihon, aifumed the ambaffador, and re-

prefented himfelf as fuch to Mandoce ; who, on his fide, paid him
greater honours than he had required. This produced the effect which

me Spaniards defigned it fhould. It was for fome time believed in

England and Germany, that Henry fought to gain the king of Spain's

friendlhip, and to break his alliance with the proteftant powers ; which

might have produced an open rupture, if the king had not taken

meafures immediately to convince them of the contrary.

The lafl refource the league now depended upon, and which was

the caufe that they always protracted an agreement or rupture with

the Spaniards, was the horrid reiblution of affaflïnating the king ; a

refolution with which they knew well how to ini'pire a fmall number

of determined men, whofe heads they had turned with the alluring

profped: of great rewards, if they fucceeded in their enterprise, and.

the hopes of meriting a crown of martyrdom if they funk under it.

Nature itfelf fo recoils at the reflection, that thofe who boait of being

the fupporters of religion, fhould fo impioufly violate its mod: facred

injunctions, that this paffage ought to be blotted from all hiftories ;

were it not likewife certain, that there is not any fociety of men, who
bear the name of clinicians, that would fuffer the imputation of au-

thorizing fuch a crime ; fuch, indeed, that no body of men, or even

any individual, ought to be accufed of it, without a proof too clear

to be contefted.

always lived in great familiarity with Hen- ficulty to grant him, la Varenne (aid to

ly IV. who ennobled him- La Varenne him, " Sir, don't have fuch,a high opinion.

appointed a gentleman to attend his Ion. " of yourfelf: I would-have you. to know,
" What," laid this prince to him, " if " that if my mafter was twenty-five years

" thou hadft given thy ton toa gentleman, " younger I would not changeplaces with
" 1 fhould have undcrftood what you " you." See d'Aubigné, Geneal. de
" would be at, but to give a gentleman Sainte-Marthe. Mem. de m. le duc d'An-
'" to him. is what I cannot comprehend." goulcme. Mem. de Du-Plefli s, 5a . M
They fay likewife that la Varenne having giana. Cayet, ibid. torn. V.p. i

obtained lbme favour of the king which of the embafTy of la Varenne into Spain, in

medlar, de Belliévre made fome dit- a quite different manner fromour Memoii >.

Thf
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l 593- The king had but too * many in thofe journeys he took from
St. Denis to Châlon-fur-Marne, to Fort de Gournai, to Brie-comte-

Robert, to Melun, and afterwards to Meulan and Fontainebleau. Up-
on this article, the monks efpeciallv have contracted a ftain which they

will not eafily efface. Henry, while at Melun, had like to have pe-

ri (hed by the hand of one of thefe enthufiafts, whom the jefuits and
capuchins every where (uborned for that purpofe. Amongft other

informations which were fent him upon this iubjecf , he received advice,

that one of thefe villains had let out from Lyons -j~, with a refolution

* Cayct. Chron. Novenn. liv. v. p. 280.

fpeaks more pofitively of thole confpiracies

againft the life ofHenry IV. Ma: ifot fays,

that a Flamand, called Avenius, came to

St. Denis with a defign to flab the prince,

but obferving with what devotion he "be-

haved at ma's, he threw himfelf at his feet,

and implored his pardon ; but afterwards,

refuming his Hrft intention, he was broke
upon the wheel in the year 1593. Chap.

t It was Peter Barrière, or Barre, a

waterman of Orleans. Davila relates this

fact a little differently, book iv. The
Memoirs of the league accufed a jefuit of

Paris, and a capuchin of Lyons, of this

bloody defign, but name neither of them.
DeThou fays exprefsly, book cvii. that this

jefuit was father Varade, rector of the col-

lege of Paris, and takes an opportunity from
thence of inveighing moft bitterly againft

the whole fociety. Mezerai, book lxii.

fpeaks in the fame terms, and thence fhewf,
that he has only copied de Thou; but
befides that the evidence of an enemy
ought to be of no weight, it is proper to

(jfefei \ e here, once for all, that when the

duke of Sully and the other calvinift wri-

ters lay fuch crimes to the charge of the

jefuits, as well as to meilleurs de Vilkrov,

Jeannin, d'Oflat, &c. they only mean,
that fuch or fuch a thing happened in con-
fequence of the principles, writings, pub-
lic difputat.ions, and fermons, of the confe-

ilia word, that it was owing to

1, notions of the league; and to

the- fpirit that governed them; and don't

h ajefuit, orfuch^aperfoh,

was the perpetrator or contriver of fuch an

action. This will appear more plainly in

the fequel of thefe Memoirs. See how we
have explained curfelves on this matter in

the preface of this work.
As to the fact related here, whatever

de Thou, Cayet, book v. p. 240. and
Mezerai fay, it is certain, that Barrière

being put to the rack, in order to extort

from him the names of thofe who had fo-

licited him to attempt the king's life, did

not name father Varade; it is alio cer-

tain, that this jefuit was not profecuted at

all; that he was brought into no manner
of trouble during the whole courie of this

procefs ; and that he remained in Paris even
after the kinghad entered that city. When,
in the following year 1594,Anton;, Arnaud,
in his plea for theuniverfity, reproached the

jefuits for the fuppofed crime of father Va-
rade, thofe monks denied it, and the coun-
fellor did not prove the charge. Hiff . of the

univerfity of Paris, torn. vi. p. 884. Laftly,

the king, in 1604. giving an anfwer to

the firft prefident du Harlay, who was re-

presenting to him, that it grieved the par-

liament to regiiler the edict for the re-

eftablifhment of the jefuits, cleared them in

particular upon the article which concerned
Barrière, laying, that none of them were
privy to that defigned parricide. Mem.
Chronol. and Dogmat. for the Hiflory of
the church, torn. Ï. p. 28. Meff. de Thou,
Cayct, and Mezerai, have then advanced a

moll notorious falfhood, when they wrote,

that father Varade had advifed Barrière to

kill the king. Itwas father Séraphin Banchi

v, ho difcovered the plot; and the gentle-

tM
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to come thither and aflaflinate him. Fortunately, before he left Lyon?, 1 593.

he declared his defign in confeffion to a pried ; who, terrified at this ^-"V" '

frenzy, revealed it to a gentleman of Lyons. This gentleman ported

away'immediately to get'to Melun before the murderer, and defcribed

him' lb exactly to the king, from the picture the prieft had drawn of

him, that he was known and feized amongft the croud at Melun, con-

fefièd his intended crime, and received punifhment for it. The ki

afliamed even for his enemies, who by this wickednefs difcovered the

true bent of their difpofitions, equally alarmed with all thefe attempt-

againfthis perfon, and tormented with the precautions he was obliged

to take, often complained to me in the moft affecting manner of hi-'

uneaiy lituation.

He would not have been unhappy if the behaviour of the catholics

in his court had at leaft compen fated for that of the catholics in the

league ; but the king's abjuration had produced no more change in them

than the others, and they thought they were entitled to make him com-

ply with their inclinations in all things. They bore with impatience

the king's not breaking off all commerce with his old proteftant fer-

vants, and openly murmured if he but converfed with any of them,

efpecially with me. The apprehenfion of my bringing him back to

his former religion affected them much lefs than their fufpicions

that, in thofe converfations I had with the king, I fhould prevail upon

him to rectify the abuies in the government, efpecially the confulion

of the finances. Henry, who was not yet in a condition to affert his

authority, lb far complied with their caprices, as to avoid all private

tonverfation with the huguenots, refumed his conferences upon reli-

gion with the catholics only, and continued them at Andreiy f and Tn Beauvai-

Milly. I took this opportunity to afk the king's permifiion to go fis.

man who travelled from Lyons to acquaint and particularly feveral French princes and

Henry IV. with it, and knew again Bar- noblemen. Matthieu, torn. II. bool* i.

rierc at Melun, was called Brancaleon. p. 150.

Chronol. Nov. ibid. Henry IV. talking f And likewifc, at Pontoife, and Fleu-

of this intended crime with F. Matthieu, rv, a caille in Gatinois, belonging to Henry

his hiftorian, told him, that the villain Claude, chief-juflice in eyre. The Roman
had at three different times an opportunity catholics who were there, were, according

to kill him,w'z. in a hunting match, when to M. de Thou, meilleurs de Schom
ne fruit from a-tree, de Yilleroy, de Bclin, de Revol, Jean-

and in the church of St. Denis ; and that nin, and de Thou liimfelf, who gives us

Clement, had agreed alfo to underftand, that their difco

'is accomplices to involve in his ac- turned more upon politics than religion.

:i a multitude of inn

V'ol. I M m to
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i 593, to Bontin, where I had grain to fell to the value of rive or fix thoufand
*--y——

' crowns. He granted it,, and told me, that at my return he might per-

haps be able to form a more exact judgment of the ilate of his affairs,

and that he would then talk farther with me.

I came to Bontin, with my wife, at a time when grain bore a very

high price. All the great cities, taking advantage of the truce, haftened'

to fill their magazines, whatever might happen, and paid for what they

bought with the money which the Spaniards had icattered throughout

the kingdom. Spanifh piftoles were then fo common, that commerce
was generally carried on in that money.

I had fcarce fold half of my grain, when a letter the king wrote to

me from. Fontainebleau obliged me to return. He had, in my abfence,

opened three letters directed to me, from which he could draw no

intelligence, becaufe two of them, one of which came from madam
de Simiers -j-, filler to Vitry, and a great friend of admiral Villars,

and the other from la Font, were written in cyphers ; and all that

the third, which came from a man named Defportes, of Verneuil,

contained, was, that he had fomething to communicate to me relating

t.o the propolal I made him in my abbey Saint-Taurin of Evreux.

The king, rigidly watched by the catholics, could only give me thefe

letters, the contents ofwhich I afterwards acquainted him with. Def-

portes was the agent employed by the baron de Médavy-j- to treat

of an accommodation with him, and the furrender of Verneuil. The
letter from madam de Simiers, and that from la Font, turned only

upon fome favourable circumstances which now prefented themfelves,,

to engage Villars in the king's intereft. But affairs foon took another

A port and turn with regard to him ; the lofs of Fefcamp fo affected this gover-

fortrefs in nor) that for this time he broke off all meafures towards an accom-.
the country mojat jon _ i was informed of it by letters from madam de Simiers

and la Font, in anfwer to mine, at the very moment when, by the

king's command, I was preparing to go and confirm Villars in his good

refolations.

The manner in which Fefcamp was furprized is fo remarkable,

that it well deferves a particular recital here. When this fort was

* Louifa de l' Hôpital-Vitrv, wife to of Grancy, lieutenant-general inNorman-
1617.
immon

taken

James Simiers, chief groom of the ftole to dy, and counfellor of ftâte, died in 161

7

the duke of Alençon. He was remarkable for an uncommon
\ Peter RouxcljbaronofMédavy. count ftrength of body
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taken by Biron from the league, in the garrifon that was turned out 1 ; 9 ;•

of it, there was a gentleman, called Bois-rofé*, a man of fenfe and <—*** ™
courage, who making an exadl observation of the place he left, and

having concerted his fcheme, contrived to get two Soldier?, whom he

had bound to his interest, to be received into the new garrifon which
was put into Fefcamp by the royaliits. That fide of the fort next

the lea is a perpendicular rock ÛH hundred feet high, the botte*'

which, for about the height of twelve feet, is continually warned by

the fea, except four or five days in the year, during the utmoft recèrl

of the fea, when, for the fpace of three or four hours, it leaves fif-

teen or twenty fathom of dry land at the foot of the rock. Bois-rofé,

who found it impoiïïble by any other way to Surprize a garrifon, who
guarded with great care a place lately taken, did not doubt of accom-
plishing his delign, if he could enter by that fide which was thought

inacceflible ; this he endeavoured by the following contrivance tc

perform.

He had agreed upon a Signal with the two foldiers whom he had
corrupted, and one of them waited for it continually upon the top of the

rock, where he ported himfelf during the whole time that it was low-

water. Bois-rofé, taking the opportunity of a very dark night, came,
with fifty refolute men, chofen from amongft the Sailors, in two large

boats, to the foot of the rock. He had provided himfelf with a thick

cable, equal in length to the height of the rock, and tying knots at equal

di (lances, run Short Sticks through, to Serve to Support them as they

climbed. The Soldier whom he had gained, having waited fix months
for the fignal, no fooner perceived it, than he let down a cord from
the top of the precipice, to which thole below faSlened the cable»

by which means it was wound up to the top, and made' faSt to an
opening in the battlement with a Strong crow run through an iron

Staple made for that purpofe. Bois-role giving the lead to two Ser-

jeants whole courage he was well convinced of, ordered the fifty

Soldiers to mount the ladder in the fame manner, one after another.

with their weapons tied round their bodies, himfelf bringing up the
rear, to take away all hope of returning ; which indeed foon became
impoSfible, for before they had afcended halfway, the fea rnffig more
than fix feet, carried off their boats, and Set their cable a Abating. The
necellity of withdrawing from a difficult enterprize is not "always

* — De Gouftiminil, or Goufminil, lord of the manor of Eois-rofe. See Chron.
Novenn. book v. p. 94.

M m 2 a fe*
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i 593. a fecurity againft fear, when the danger appears almoft inevitable. If
——v——J the mind repreients to itfelf theie fifty men, fufpended between heaven

and earth, in the midft of darknefs, trufting their fafety to a machine

fo infecure, that the leaft want of caution, the treachery of a mer-
cenary foldier, or the flighted fear, might precipitate them into the

abyfs of the fea, or dafh them againft the rocks ; add to this, the

noife of the waves, the height of the rock, their wearinefs, and ex-

haufted fpirits ; it will not appear furprizing, that the boldeft amongft

them trembled, as in' effect he who was foremoft did. This ferjeant

telling the next man that he could mount no higher, and that his

i tailed him, Bois-rofe, to whom this difcourfe pafled from

mouth to mouth, and who perceived the truth of it by their advancing

no higher, crept over the bodies of thofe that were before him, ad-

vifing each to keep firm, and got up to the foremoft, whofe fpirits

he at firft endeavoured to animate ; but finding that gentlenefs would
not prevail, he obliged him to mount by pricking him in the back

with his poignard ; and, doubtlefs, if he had not obeyed him, he
would have precipitated him into the fea. At length, with incredible

labour and fatigue, the whole troop got to the top of the rock, a little

before the break of day, and was introduced by the two foldiers into

the caftle, where they began to {laughter without mercy the centinels

and the whole guard ; fleep delivered them up an eafy prey to the

enemy, who killed all that refifted, and poffefïèd themfelves of the

fort.

Bois-rose immediately fent notice of this amazing fuccefs to ad-

miral Villars, and thought the government of the citadel he had fo

dearly bought was the lead reward he might expect. However, he

heard that Villars, or rather the commandeur de Grillon*, had a delign

to drive him out of it. Amidft the firft tranfports of his rage for this in-

justice, he delivered the caftle of Felcamp to the king, whofe converfion

he had juft been informed of. Villars, at this news, broke off the nego-

tiation which he had permitted madam de Simiers and la Font to carry

on in his name, and lent forces to inveft Fefcamp. Bois-rofe, finding

himfelf too weak to make a long reliftance, called the king to his

aid, who inftantly fet forward for Dieppe, and came to St. Valéry in.

Caux. When this hoftility broke out, the three months truce was
expired ; but the king had been prevailed upon to prolong it for two or

three months longer, upon the duke of Maïenne's reprefentation, that.

* Thomas Berton, governor of Honfleur, and brother to Grillon.

i it
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it was necefiary he lliould have more time to fettle an affair of fuch irri- 1 594.
portance as his treaty, and that of the league, with the king. He failed s—"""v—

-

J

not to exclaim againft this violation of the truce, and lent the count of

Belin, governor of Paris, to the king, to complain of it. Belin came to

acquitted himfelf of his commiflion, and demanded a far-

ther prolongation of the truce for three months, which he laid was no
more than necefiary for the duke of Maïenne to make known his laft

intentions at Rome and Madrid, whither he had lent cardinal de Joy-
eufe * and Montpezat for that purpole. The king, who perceived

only wanted to amufe him, rejected the count of Belin's propofals; and,

without Kitening to any more complaints of the action, which his ene-

mies had been the firft caufe of, marched directly to Fefcamp, forced

the troops of Villars to retire, and provided this fortrefs with plenty of

all things necefiary for its fecurity.

The king, at his return to .Mante, being informed that the marquis j .

de Vitry was inclined to receive him in Meaux, to favour the good in- l'Hôpital,

tentions of this governor, he came to Lagny, where all things were (o
Marquis of

ordered, that he made his public entry into Meaux
-f-

on the firft day of

the year 1594. La Châtre immediately followed this example, with Clnudedela

the cities of Orleans and Bourges. Châtre.

The truce being at an end, the king laid liege to Ferté-Milon. I Between

would have taken this opportunity to frniih the bufinefs that had car-
g

j*"* and

ried me to Boutin, but his majefiy commanded me to review fome
battalions of Swils at Montereau. I lent to madam de Rofny to Montereau
meet me at this place, from whence I intended to carry her to Mante : faut-ryonne,

(he waited for me there to no purpofe. Two days before that in which inCham"

I was to review the Swifs, I received new difpatches from madam de
M

Simiers and la Font, which informed me, that the man (meaning
Villars) was appealed, and that nothing hindered me from reluming

* Francis, the fécond of the feven fons "
it to my care; if afterwards, coming to

of William de Joyeufe. Henry Djes-Prés, " the knowledge of the right owner, I

iicur of Montpezat. " fhould rcftore it him, and refufe to give

f The duke of Maïenne upbraiding Vi- "
it back to the thief who had intrufted

try for ha. ing betrayed him, in delivering " me with it, do you think 1 fhould com-
the city of Meaux into the king's hands, " mit a wicked and treâfonable action ? I

Vitry faid to his mefl'engcr : " You prefs " djd nothing elfe when I 'delivered up the
" me too much: you will at laft make " city of Meaux;" Memoirs for the Hit-
" me (peak as becomes a foldicr. Suppofe tory of France, torn. II.

i had ftolen a purfe, and confided

the
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the fchcme that had been laid afide. This affair the king thought of

inch importance as not to admit of a moment's delay. The count do
* (Jhaligny juft then coming to the army with a paifport for Paris, in-

treated the king to fend aperfon whom he could depend upon, to con-

duel: him to that city ; and the king was willing that I mould take ad-

vantage of this opportunity, which offered me the means of procuring

5 more certain knowledge of the defigns of the duke of Maïsnne and

the league^ and of getting to Rouen fecurely.

Accordingly, I accompanied the count de Chaligny to Paris ;

from whence, after having an interview with the duke of Maïenne, I

went to Louviers, to the houfe of the fieur de St. Bonnet, about two
leagues from Rouen : from this place I fent notice of my arrival to the

perlons who managed our interview : they came to fetch me the next

evening, and introduced me into Fort St. Catherine, where cantain Bo-
niface received and treated me very magnificently while we waited for

Villars, who came at night, attended only by one fervant; I likewife

having none but my valet de chambre with me. We did not part till

after a converfation that laifed two hours, which left me entirely fatif-

fied of the intentions of this governor. Our interview was conducted

with die utmoft fecrecy ; for, befides that the governors of the chief

royaliir. cities in the neighbourhood of Rouen would not have failed,

either through jealoufy or felf-intereft, to crofs the negotiation, and
perhaps have done fomething worfe, as in effeét they did, as foon as

thev had any fufpicion of the affair ; there were in this province a great

number of forces, as well foreigners as thofe belonging to the league,

over whom Villars had no authority, and which might in a little time

be joined by fuch confiderable fupplies, as to make him repent of the

I staid five days in Fort St. Catherine with the fame privacy ;

during which time I had feveral conferences with Villars, and entered

upon the principal conditions for an accommodation. Intereft was
not here the greateft difficulty to get over ; he was lefs folicitous to

gratify mercenary views, than to be convinced that the king, by treat-

ing with him, fought not only to gain the capital of a province, but

to bind to his interefls a man whom he knew to be equally willing

and able to ferve him. It has been already obferved, what idea Villars

had conceived of the king : as foon as my difcourfe had confirmed him

* Henry de Lorrain, count of Chaligny, of the family of Moiiy.
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in it, I could perceive the treaty to be in great forwardnefs ; but I 1594.

could not then go any farther, not having in writing the ncceflary c-~v~—

'

powers for concluding it.

But to give a more perfect knowledge of this governor's character:

his whole conduct was influenced by one or the other of two qualities

that predominated in him, or was produced by their concurrence :

thele two qualities were, courage and integrity ; the firft infpired that

elevated generality, that inborn noble pride *, which in great fouls is

only a perception of their own worth, without the lead mixture ofmean
vanity, or the intoxication of felf-love ; the fécond produces fincerity

and truth, makes its owner incapable of artifice and furprize, and al-

ways ready to yield to reafon and juflice : he who unites thefe two qua-

lities, has feldom any other fault than being too quickly moved to fud-

den eruptions of anger.

Such was Villars : and what I have (till to fay concerning him
will juflify the truth of this character : there was too great a confor-

mity between his difpohtion and the king's, to fuffer him to continue

long in a flate of enmity with him. The only difference between them
was, that Henry, by often reflecting on the fatal effects of anger,

by a habit acquired in a long courie of misfortunes, by the neceflicy he

was under of gaining friends ; and laftly, by the native tender nefs of

his heart, converted his nril violent fallies of rage into fuch -f emo-

* M. dc Thou, fpeaking of admiral de " ed him to go out ; but as Grillon was
Villars, fays, that he was of a harfli and " coming b?.ck every moment from the

iiuolent dilpofition, book ciii. " door, and they perceiving that the king

t Here is a piece of private hifrory, ex- " grew pale with anger and impatience,

traded out of the Memoirs of the life of " they were afraid he would feize upon
the prefident de Thou, which proves what " fomebody's fuord and run the impudent
the author fays here concerning the charac- " fellow through. At laft, being come to

ter of Henry IV. and which has alio fome " himfelf, after Grillon went out, and
relation to what had been faid before upon " turning towards the lords who attended

thefngc of Rouen. "OnedaythatGrillon " him, and who, with de Thou, had
•' came into the king's cloièt to excufe " admired the patience with which he
" himfelf upon his being reproached, that "bore this infolence, he faid to them,
" his going backwards and forwards, to " Nature has formed me paffionate, but
" treat with the admiral, had afforded " fince I have been fcnffble of this fault,

" him an opportunity and the means of " I have always endeavoured to guard'
" making that furious fally which has been. " againft the dictates of Co dangerous a

" mentioned, he palled from excufes to " paffion; I know by experience that it

" difputes, then fell into a paffion and " is a bad advifer, and am glad to have
" uttered blafphemiee. The king, being " fuch good witnelTes of my moderation."
•' exafperated at thisbehaviour,command- " It is certain, that>is conftitation, the

tions
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lions as were wholly under the government of his reafon, and ieldom

appeared in his countenance or geiture, and ftill feldomer in his

words.

Feb. 17, The king was juft come to Chartres, which place he had chofèh*
[594" for the ceremony of his coronation, when I joined him to give him

an account of my journey, and to procure full powers for concluding

the treaty with Villars. I had expeeled to depart again immediately,

and did not imagine he would detain me with him ten or twelve days,

which was really the cafe. He was then endeavouring to reconcile

the count of Soii'fons and the duke of Montpeniier, whofe enmity

was firit occafioned by fome diiputes relating to the prerogatives of their

rank as princes of the blood, and ftrengthened and confirmed by their

competition for the fame pofts, the fame governments, and, above all,

for the fame mifirefs, who was the princefs Catherine, fifter to the king.

The duke of Montpenfier had certainly the advantage in the king's

favour, as well as in fortune, for he had immenfe eftates ; he appeared

at the coronation with a train of four or five hundred gentlemen,

while his rival could with difficulty maintain a dozen : but, pcor as

he was, without places, without governments, and difliked by the

king ever fince his efcape from Rouen, he had this advantage over

the duke, to pofiefs entirely the heart of the princefs. The countefs

of Guiche -j- was their confidant ; ilie was acquainted with all their

fecrets, managed their correfpondence when they could not fee each

other, and fo confirmed their mutual affection, that fhe made them

*.' fatigues' he had endured, and the many " have happened if he had feemed to hear
" viciffitudes of fortune to which he had " him. It was alfo believed, that he was
" been fubjec~ted, had given him a firmnefs '• willing to leave the king all the fatigue

" of foul, that was proof againft the ef- " of the converfation."
" forts of rage, but not the allurements * Againft a frivolous decree of the ftates

" of plcafure. It was remarked, that while of Blois, which annuls this ceremony un-
" Grillon was thus contefting with him, lefs it is made in the city of Rheims. It

" marfhal Biron, who was then in the was decided, that his majefty fhould be
" king's room, fitting upon a trunk, pre- crowned by Nicholas de Thou, bifhop of
" tended to be afleep ; and as the difput'e this city, and not by the archbifhop of
" grew warmer, his fleep became more Bourges, who claimed that honour as

" found ; though Grillon came near him lord almoner ; and that no ufe fhould be
" in order to abufe him, and cried aloud made of ^.he Sainte-Ampoule, or holy bottle.

" in his cars, that he was a mangy fnarl- See this ceremony defcribed in the hifto-

" ingdog. The company were perfuaded rians.
" that the marfhal only affected that deep f The fame who had been miftrefs to
"

fleep, that he might not expofe himfelf Henry IV. but fhe was grown vi

" to the brutality of fuch a fiery hot- coarfe, and red-faced. Journ. of the reign
" brained man; which would infallibly ôf Henry III. torn. i. p. 270.

both
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both fign a contract of marriage, which the confufion only of the

times prevented them from folemnzing.

His majefly was fo paffionately defirous of reconciling thefe two
princes of "the blood to each other, that the treaty with Villars was
fuffered to Stand dill, whilfl he applied himielf wholly to this affair.

Pie had no regard to my remonStrance, nor to the danger there was

in delaying it; he infilled upon my undertaking the difficult talk of

making them friends, conjointly with the biShop of Evreux, whom
he had pitched upon at firft, but found he was not able to fucceed

alone, in fo delicate an affair. It is certain, I flill preferved a great fliare

of the count's elleem, but I was well acquainted with his infblent and
haughty difpolition, and that the fear only of feeming to yield to a rival

who was his fuperior, would not only confirm him in his pretenfions,

but perhaps induce him to form new ones. I will not tire the reader

with a detail of the dilputes, réfutais, and fellies of ill humour which
we were obliged to endure ; we were more than once upon the point

of giving up our talk, as hopelefs of ever accomplishing it : however,
by the force of arguments, founded upon the king's command, with
much patience, and many importunities, we prevailed upon the two
princes to lee each other, and to embrace. I was not to anfwer for

the fincerity of this reconciliation : the article of their paffion for

the princefs, and her marriage, which I carefully avoided mentioning,

continuing flill undetermined, left the feeds of divifion in their hearts :

but this I looked upon as an iniurmountable obflacle.

I was extremely well Satisfied at having fucceeded fo far, without
touching upon this article, and 1 now faw nothing to delay my jour-

ney to Rouen. But I was deceived : the king's extreme folicitude to

reconcile thefe princes was with a view of obtaining another end, which
he flill more ardently delired ; and this was the very fame that I

thought I had fo prudently laid alide, the marriage of the princefs his

filler. Unfortunately I was the perfon his majelly fixed upon to ac-

complish this defign. I was commifhoned to get the contract of mar*
riage, which I have juft mentioned, out of the hands of the parties

concerned ; that, this obflacle being removed, the king, who was re-

folved to refute the duke of Montpenfier nothing he demanded, might
be able to make ufe of his authority to prevail upon the princefs to

receive him for a huihand, and by that means deliver himielf from
the apprehenfiori of feeing a marriage concluded, which, though clan-

destinely, wo .ild be no lets dangerous, Since the count of Soiftons would
Vol. I. N n become
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become his heir, whether he confented to it or not, and make ufè

of his own riches againft him : and if this marriage produced any

children, as there was no doubt but it would, that would give his

majefty, who had none, another caufe for uneafinefs.

I trembled when I received the king's order for this purpofe.

I would have reprefented to him, that Villars would certainly engage

himfelf in the enemy's party for ever, as would alio Médavy, and

feveral other governors in Normandy, unlefs I went immediately to

thofe places. The affair was refolved upon; the king would not

hear me, and only granted me what I afked to infure the fuccefs of

his fcheme, which was, to give no fufpicion of my being employed
in it, and to leave me the choice of what meafures I thought neceifary

to take.

Whi;n I was alone, and had reflected upon the nature of the

eommiihon which I had received, I confefs I was thrown into the ut-

moft perplexity. From the knowledge I had of the princefs Cathe-

rine's difpofition, from whom it was neceffary to get this contract, I

was convinced it was not in the power of human eloquence to make
her approve of the king's defigns with regard to her., How difficult a

tafk ! to perfuade a woman, and a princefs, to renounce the man me
loved, and beftow herlelf upon one whom fhe hated. There was
no probability of fucceeding but by artifice. I endeavoured to van-

quish my fcruples by reflecting, that in deceiving the lady,, tho' I did.

not confult her inclination, yet I was attentive to her real intereft ;

and that it was to free the king and kingdom from the bad confequences-

that might attend her irregular conduct, which induced me to act

in this manner. I flattered myfelf that the princefs would one day

think herfelf obliged to me for having, by an innocent ftratagem, pre-

vented the ruin of her fortune, together with the lofs of die king her

brother's friendship. Specious as thefe reafons were, I cannot help

conferring, that I did betray her ; and this gave me pain. The im-
poffibility of fucceeding by any other means, and the hope that evea
(he would one day pardon the deceit, and confefs that I had done her

a real fervice by it, was what at laft determined me. As for the

count, having no occafion to make any application to him, and being

likewife but little attached to him, the refpect that was due to his per-

fbn ought to be laid afide, when it oppofed the public utility, and.

what the fervice of the king my mafter required of me. However,,

this affair, in the end, was the caufe of great uneafinefs to me, which
my
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my fcruples, and the reluctance I had to engage in it, mould have 1 594.

preferved me from. u-^v~—

'

There was ftill another difficulty to be removed. I faw the

princeis very feldom, on account of the multiplicity of bufinefs in

which I was engaged, and I knew her difcernment too well to doubt

that whatever meafures I made ule of to obtain the contract in que-

stion, my unufual affiduity would, in a mind naturally diftruftful, cre-

ate fufpicions which would put her upon her guard againft all I could

fay or get others to fay to her : I therefore endeavoured to act in fuch

a manner that ihe fliould prevent me herfelf. For this purpofe I made
ufe of the two Du-Perrons, who I knew (especially the youngeft)

were of a humour to make their court to the Great at the expence of

betraying a fecret. I was intimate only with the bifhop of Evreux,

the eldeft : but one rilques nothing in depending upon the good opi-

nion all men have of their own merit ; on this article they are always

their own dupes firft. I went therefore to vilit the younger Du-Perron;

I flattered him; I inlinuated myfelf into his favour by feigning to im-
part fecrets to him. He began to think himfelf a man of vaft im-

portance, and, through vanity, believed every word I faid to him.
When I perceived him intoxicated with felf-admiration, I told him
(with all the appearances of the utmoft fincerity, exacting at the fame
time an oath of fecrecy from him, which I fliould have been very forry

he had kept) that the king had imparted to me in confidence his in-

tentions with regard to the princeis ; that he was refolved to marry
her to the count of Soilfons ; and that fome little difficulties, which
ftill remained to be got over, prevented his majefty from publicly de-

claring his delign. I was aflured two days only would be fufficient for

Du-Perron to get rid of this weighty fecret, in fuch a manner that it

wrould reach the princefs Catherine. Accordingly, a moment after-

wards he told it, with injunctions of fecrecy, to monfieur de Cour- Gafpardilc

tenai, and two other of the count of Çoilfons' moil intimate confi- Courtenai.

dants. They ran to inform the count of it, and he the princefs and
the countefs of Guiche.

I Din not doubt but the princefs, flattered, with fuch an agreeable

hope, would make me the firft advances ; and I was not deceived. Go-
ing to take leave of her, as a man juil ready to undertake along journey,

I had a complete proof of Du-Perron's fidelity. The princefs received

me with more than ufual relpect ; and the countefs of Guiche, not

willing to lofe fo favourable an opportunity, after fome converfation

N n 2 upon
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1594. upon indifferent matters, made hafte to bring the affair of the prin-

*-T^ -' cefs's marriage with the count, who was prefent, upon the carpet, and
embracing me in a transport of friendthip, " See," faid fhe to the

lovers, " a man who is able to ferve you." The princefs then, ad-
dreffmg herfelf to me, told me, that I knew the count and her had
always efteemed me greatly ; and that fhe in particular would be
extremely obliged to me, if I would affift her endeavours to reftore

herfelf to the favour of the king her brother. She fpoke only thefe

few words, and left the care of faying more to that infinuating and
graceful air, which fhe knew better than any other woman in the
world how to affume when fhe pleafed. I feemed to be abfolutelv

gained, and after thanking the princefs for the honour fhe did me, I

added, that if I might depend upon the fecrecy of all that were then
prefent, I would inform them of fome circumstances which would not
be indifferent to them. Women make no fcruple to promife fecrecy,

though they have been always accufed of performing that promife very
ill. The princefs and her confidant added an oath to the affurances

they gave me ; but it was not my defign to explain myfelf farther at

that time. I afked them for three days delay : they afiifted me in

finding an excufe for deferring my journey to Rouen; and I took leave

of the company, who impatiently expected the time I had prefcribed.

I was punctual to my appointment, and waited upon the princefs

at the expiration of the three days. I fuffered myfelf to be preffed

a long time before I would difclofè my fecret ; at laff, feeming to yield

to the importunity of the two ladies, I told them, that having feveral

times founded the king upon the marriage in queftion, he at firft

fhewed fome reluctance to it, without caring to explain himfelf far-

ther ; but my earned intreaties had at length prevailed upon him to

open his heart to me upon this fubject ; and he confeffed, that fiu- from
feeling any repugnance to conclude this marriage, he thought it a
very proper one ; and fince tWa>< he had no iffue of his own, he fbould

be overjoyed to fee the offspring of his filler and a prince of his blood,

whom he would look upon as his own children : that the gentle and
complying difpofition of the count of Soiffons and the princefs was high-

îy agreeable to him, but that he would find it very difficult to forget,

that the count had endeavoured to deceive him, and to obtain his filter

without his confent. This fpeech, every word of which I had con-
certed before, produced the effect I defigned it fhould : the two lovers

and their confidant began to confefs they had acted indifcretely, and
to condemn themfelves for. conducting the affair with fuch a fpirit of

iude-
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independence. This was what I waited for : I feix.ed this opportunity 1594.

to convince them that I helieved the offence might be foon repaired ;
y y—->

that the king was naturally kind, and eafily forgot pad: injuries ; all

that was now neceffary to be done, was to behave in a quite contrary

manner, to folicit his favour, feem abfolutely dependent upon him,

leave him mafter of their deftiny ; in fine (and this was the mod: dif-

ficult point of all) facrifice to him the contract they had both ligned,

as being what he was mod: offended with ; and not to fear giving him
even a declaration in writing, in which they lhould both bind them-
felves not to marry without his confent : after this condefcenfion, I

told them, on their fide, I believed I might affure them, that in lets

than three months the king would himfelf prevent their defires, and

unite them for ever.

I found no difficulty in gaining credit to thefe affurances, and that

very inftant they promifed to rciign the contract of marriage, poffibly

becaule they thought it would be of no ufe to them, if the king, when
he became ablblute mafter in his dominions, lhould not agree to it.

The countefs of Guiche faid die had left it at Beam, but would fend

for it immediately. They did not fo eafily yield to the declaration I

demanded afterwards, and without which their refigning the contract

fignified nothing, iince the parties might whenever they pleated re-

new it. This was the very argument I made ufe of to enforce the

necefiity of giving it, and I convinced them, that without this the

king could neither depend upon their iincerity, nor be affured of

their obedience. This article was ftrongly contefted ; and when at laft,

by the force of remonftrances, I obtained a writing, by which the prin-

cefs and the count cancelled all promifes that had paffed between them,

releai'ed each other from any engagement, and lubmitted themfclves

abfolutely to the king's difpofal, the confequences of this writing

alarmed them, and they had recourfe to a medium, without which it

is probable the affair had refted as it was : this medium was, that I

only lhould be intruded with it, and diould not differ it to go out of

my hands, not even though the king diould require it. Luckily they

did not add, that it diould be returned to the princefs, if matters took

an unfavourable turn. I promifed them, upon my word and honour,

that 1 would not part with it; which fatisfied them entirely, and the

writing was delivered to me, in form, figned by the princefs and the

count, and fealed with their arms. The king's joy for my fuccefs,

which he durft hardly flatter himfelf with the hopes of, was confidcr-

ably lefs, when he found the writing was to remain in my hand :

he
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he often intreated me earneftly to give it him ; but finding, by my
perfifting to refufe him, that the obedience I owed him could not in-

fluence me to a breach of my promife, he no longer iblicited me to

it. The two lovers feeing the agreeable hopes I had given them ftill

unaccomplifhed, could not, as it may be well imagined, pardon me
fur having deceived them : the fucceeding part of thefe Memoirs will

lhew how they relented it.

After the conclufion of this affair, which I cannot remember
witbout pain, I was wholly employed in preparing for my journey to

Rouen. I was apprebenfive, and not without reafon, that lb long a

delay had abfolutely broke all my firft meafures with admiral Villars :

however, I obtained full powers * from the king to conclude a treaty,

not only with this governor, but alfo with all the other governors and
officers of the province. Juft as I was going to let out, Defportes

arrived, and flopped me once more ; he was lent by the baron de
Médavy to the bifhop of Evreux, to délire that he would lend him
his houfe of Condé for a little time ; and alfo prevail upon me to

'

come thither, that he might confer with me upon the conditions of
his treaty, and that of Verneuil. I left Chartres, and came in the

evening to Anet, madam dAumale having long earneftly folicited me
to vifit her there.

This lady, who had more underftanding and prudence than her

hufband, conjured him inceffantly to break with the league, and re-

fign himfelf wholly to the king. She was fenfible, that not only his

duty and fafety required that he fhould take this ftep, but his intereft

likewife ; for the duke d'Aumale's
-f-

domeftic affairs were in fuch

diforder, that there was no other way to avoid approaching ruin, but

by being amongft the firft that returned to their duty and obedience

on this occafion, and were therefore diftinguifhed with very confider-

able rewards. I alighted at an inn at Anet, and while my fupper

was preparing, went to wait upon madam dAumale, attended only

by one page. To the joy that animated the countenance of this lady

the moment fhe perceived me, fhe added the favour of a moft ob-

liging and friendly reception ; and that fhe might not wafte moments

* The prefent duke of Sully has the + Charles de Lorrain, duke of Au-
original of this full power in his poffeffion, male, who died in 1631, in his retire-

as likewife many of the originals of Maxi- ment at Bruflèlsj his wife was Mary de

miliah de Bethune's letters upon this fub- Lorrain, daughter of René, duke of El-

iect. beuf.

fo
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fo precious, took my hand and made me walk with her in thofe fine

galleries and gardens which make Anet a moil enchanting place : here

ihe expreffed to me her earneft defire to have her hufband return to

the obedience he owed his fovereign, and named the conditions upon
which he might be induced to confent to it. I omit all the propo-

sitions, either approved or rejected, that palled between us. Hitherto

I had ken nothing but what did honour to the mailer of a houfe truly

royal ; and I fhould have been ignorant of the deplorable extremity to

which the duke was reduced, if ihe had not intreated, and even forc-

ed me to flip with her, and to flay there all night. After a repafl,

which we waited for a long time, and when it came was as bad as

the attendance we had at it, I was conducted into a very large

chamber, all mining with marble, but almofl deflitute of furniture,

and fo cold, that I could neither get heat, nor fleep in a bed, where
the fhort narrow filk curtains, one thin coverlid, and damp fheets, were
fufficient to benumb one with cold, even in the midfl of fummer :

not able to continue in bed, I rofe, and thought to fecure myfelf again fl

the inconveniences of my damp lodging by making a fire, but I could

find no other wood to burn than green holm and juniper, which it

was impoffible to kindle : I was obliged therefore to wear my gown
the whole night, by which means I was very early awake, and joy-
fully quitting fo diiagreeable a lodging, I went to join my attendants,

the meanefl of whom fared better, and palled the night more comfort-
ably than their matter.

I made myfelf amends for this fatigue at Condé, where I found
every conveniency that could contribute towards an agreeable recep-

tion : as ibon as I arrived, I got into a good bed, Médavy not being

expected till noon. At firft he regulated his behaviour according to

that notion, that in fuch a conjuncture as the prefent the mofl in-

confiderable nobleman has a right to let ten times a greater value up-
on himfelf than he is worth; he performed his part perfectly well,

by an air of falfe diflrufl, and an affected fuperioritv, which he
imagined would procure him fome advantage. I contrafled his vanity

with a franknefs that fhewed it to himfelf, and told him calmly, that

if he waited till the great cities came to an accommodation, he, who
had only Verneuil to offer, his facrifice would immediately lofe half

of its value; and that afterwards perhaps his propoials would not be
îiflened to, and no reward granted him. My fincerity forced him to

be candid likewife; he appeared more reafonable, and we foon agreed:

he only intreated me not to make the affair public till the end of

March,.



MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book VI

March, becaufe he had engaged to Villars to do nothing without his

participation. He lent Deiportes with me to Rouen, to pay this com-
pliment to the governor, and to obferve, at the fame time, whether I

concluded the treaty with Villars, whofe accommodation drew his

along with it, in ibme meafure neceffarily.

ï came to Louviers the next day, from whence making known
my arrival to admiral Villars, he fent the captain of his guards to re-

ceive me at the gate of the city. I did not enter fecretly as before,

but publicly, and with a kind of pomp. The ftreets were filled with

the people; and the hopes of a peace, by which quiet and commerce
would be reftored to their city, drew loud acclamations of joy from
them as I palfed. Villars had caufed the fineft houfe in Rouen to be

prepared for the reception of me and my train, which confifted of

twelve or fifteen gentlemen; and had given all the neceffary orders for

treating us magnificently. La-Font, who had the care of my recep-

tion, waited to conduce me thither: he outdid his mafter, and at

night gave me the mufic, and the diverfion of dancers, and jugglers,

whom I could not prevail upon to receive either money orprefents. I

fent Du-Perat to make my compliments to the admiral, madam de

Simiers, and the abbé de Tiron *, who all had a great fhare in the

management of this affair : they returned me the fame civility a few
moments after by the fieur de Perdriel, and defired him to tell me,

that I muft red this day, and we fhould enter upon bufinefs the next.

This, however, did not hinder the abbot from vifiting me in the even-

ing, without ceremony ; indeed his whole conduâ upon this occafion

difcovered a degree of rectitude and lincerity rarely to be found in

fuch negotiations.

I found by his difcourfe that the king had been within a very little

of lofing Villars irretrievably. A deputy from Spain, named don Si-

mon-Antonio, and another called Chapelle Marteau -j-, from the duke
of Ma'ienne, came to Rouen fome days before my arrival, and had made
very advantageous propofals to this governor; he had likewife daily re-

ceived letters from the catholics, even thofe in the king's party, which
tended to raife unfavourable fufpicions of his majefty's defigns, and

to prejudice him againft a negotiation entrufted to a proteftant agent:

this argument had great weight with Villars; always zealous for his

* Philip Des-Portes, abbot of Jofaphat, t Michr.el Marteau, ficur de la Cha-
Tiron, and Jjonport. pdlc.

i religion,
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religion, and would have infallibly determined him for the enemies 1594.

party, if in this perplexity his mind had not been ballanced by other *-""~v"—J

letters from the cardinal of Bourbon, the bifhop of Evreux, and the

marquis de Vitry, who all affured him he might depend upon the

king's word and my fincerity. Tiron fhewed me part of each of thefe

letters, and thought it necelTary to warn me, that the admiral, having

been perpetually befet by deputies from the league, and offended like-

wife at the delays that had been ufed with him, I mud not expect to

vanquish his irrefolution without fuffering fome of thole fallies of rage,

fo natural to him, and which with a little patience it was eafy to allay.

I went to wait on * Villars, well prepared to fuftain all thefe little

affaults, and at firft perceived plainly that the fight cf me awakened
fome remains of diftruft and anger in his mind. My behaviour foon

diffipated this cloud, and he with great calmnefs and lerenity propofed-

his conditions, which were comprized under the following heads:

That he fhould continue ftill in his poft of admiral, which had been

bellowed on him by the league ; and in his government cf Rouen
poffefs a power independent of the duke of Montpeniier, governor of

that province, at lead: during three years; and that this power fhould

extend over the bailiwics of Rouen and Caux: That the exercife of

the proteflant religion fhould not be allowed in this capital, nor fix

leagues about it : That all the officers ported by the league in the ci-

ties belonging to his government fhould be continued there, with fif-

teen hundred foot, and three hundred horfe, to be maintained by the

king for thefecurity of thofe cities: That his majefly fhould give him
the fum of an hundred and twenty thoufand livres to pay his debts, and

a yearly penfion of fixty thoufand : That Fefcamp fhould be delivered

to him : And lafrly, that he fhould have the difpofal of the abbeys of

Jumiéges, Tiron, Bonport, la Valafe, Saint-Taurin, and that of.

Montiviliers, which he dengned for a fifter of madam de Simiers.

If all thefe articles had as much depended upon me as that relating;

to the abbey of Saint-Taurin, which was my. own, and which I imme-
diately yielded to Villars, the treaty had been concluded without any

farther delay; and this I affured him of with regard to thofe wherein

* M. de Villars, in the Memoirs of only one that could fuccced in thefe nego-
thofc times, is reprefented to be of a tiations. Memoirs forthe hiftory ofFrance,

haughty difpofition, and fubjedr. to fre- vol.11. Thefe negotiations of the baron

quent tranfports of anger. It is there ob- de Rofny are alio commended by M. de

ferved, that the baron de Rofny was the Thou, b. cix.

Vol. I. O o the
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1594. the king was abfblute matter. But however full and extenfive thepow-
—-v—

-

J ers I had received from his mai city were, I could do nothing in thofe

articles which regarded the duke of Montpenfier, and Biron, who was
inverted with the poll of admiral, and in pofTefllon of Fefcamp, which
he had got from Bois-rofé on a promife of indemnification, that had

not yet been fulfilled; and I did not think I had a right to fettle this

affair without informing the king of it. As I did not hefitate upon
any of thofe conditions which depended immediately upon the king

to grant, I expected that Villars would have been fatisfied with my
conduct; but this governor going out with the deputies from the

league at the very moment that I was endeavouring to make him com-
prehend my reafons, he interrupted me haftily with thefe few words,

pronounced with great fury :
" That I might fpare myfelf the trouble

" of talking to him any more, fince he was determined either to finifh

tl the treaty upon the fpot, or break it off entirely."

Although I was a little ftunned with this unforefeen blow, I an-

fwered Villars calmly, that I was perfuaded the king would grant

him the three articles in queflion, as well as all the others (that of

Fefcamp making two, becaufe Bois-rofé was concerned in it:) That
this needed not hinder us from drawing up the treaty, and even figning

it that moment, as if every thing was agreed to, inferting only this note

in the margin over againfr. the three articles, To be determined by the

king. And to convince him that I fought not to gain time, in order to

betray him afterwards, I offered to remain in his power as an hoftage,

till his majefty returned an anfwer. Villars ftill ftarted new difficulties,

but he could not refift madam de Simiers, the abbot Tiron, and la

Font, who all fupported my arguments. I had the treaty drawn up in

hafte, we figned it; and I fent a copy of it immediately to the king,

with a long letter, in which I gave him an account of all that had

paffed. But before the anfwer could be brought to Rouen, an incident

happened, which we once imagined would have rendered it ufelefs.

Most of the governors of the fmall forts in the neighbourhood of

Rouen, far from returning to the duty and obedience they owed their

king, perlifted in their revolt, becaufe, in the prefent confufed ttate

of affairs, they acquired gains, which they forefaw would ceafe with

the war. The mod: artful amongft them made themfelves equally

neceffary to each of the contending parties, and exacted bribes from

both. Du Rollet, governor of Pont de l'Arche, was one of thofe that

adted on thefe principles with the greatefl fubtilty. He had for more
than
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than a year flattered the king with hopes that he would fall upon 1 594.
means to deliver the city of Rouen and its governor into his hands, pro- v-—y—
vided he would give the government of this place to him, which his

majefty at all events gave him a written promife of. Du Rollet fail-

ing in an enterprize which exceeded his abilities, took it into his head

to blaft my negotiation, which he attempted in this manner.

He commanded an officer named Dupré to mingle with my train

as I paffed through Pont de l'Arche, and to enter Rouen with me. I

had been informed that du Rollet was difaffectcd, but I had no reafon

to fufpect this officer of having any bad defigns, nor could I hinder him
from following me. I was likewife abfolutely ignorant of this Dupré's

being the very fame perfon that had been employed by du Rollet be-

for to cabal againft Villars in Rouen *. Pie was no fooner entered, than,

renewing his former acquaintance, he put himfelf at the head of a party

of rafti inconfiderate perfons, with whom he had laid a plot to feize the

old palace, and fecure the governor's perfon; perfuading them that he

acted thus by my orders. As he had no other defign than to alarm the

governor, and to inJpire him with the utmoft deteftation of me, he

was not at much trouble to keep the affair fecret; in effect, Villars was

informed of it immediately.

The excefs of anger this news threw him into, and the injurious

thoughts it infpired him with againft the king, and especially me, may
be eafily imagined. Convinced that he had now an inconteftible proof

of my treachery, he would not examine the matter any farther, but

lent d'lnfencoart to me that moment to defire I would come to him. I

had dined that day with la Pile, attorney-general of the chamber of ac-

counts, and hadjuft received letters which pleafed mc exceedingly. The
ranted Villars the three articles that had been referred to him, and

engaged to procure the confent of the parties concerned. Over againft

«ticks, I had written upon the margin of the original treaty

which I had carried with me, To be agreed by his majefty s command. I

promifed myfelf great pleasure in thus furprizing Villars, who could

not expect fuch quick dilpatch; and went out of la Pile's houle with

the treaty in one hand, holding a white fcarf which I had put into

my pocket in the other, intending to throw it about Viilars's neck, and

* Dining the ficge of Rouen, du Rollet caftle, where however, it is probable, be

endeavouring to throw himfelf into that ftill continued to cany on intrigues tor the

city, was taken and fhut up in the old long's intereft. Cayet, b. iv. p. 14.

Ù o 2 embracing
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embracing him, to falute him admiral and governor of the difrridrs of

Rouen and Caux. The contrariety of reflections that employed our

minds as we advanced towards each other had, I believe, fomefhing

in it very uncommon.

My gaiety was foon overcaft, for Villars perceiving me at a diftance,

came towards me with hafty ftrides, his face fwelled and inflamed, his

eyes fparkling, and all his looks and geftures expreffive of the moft vio-

lent tranfports of fury. He began by fnatching the paper out of my
hand, and not giving me time to fpeak, with a voice fo altered by this

inward agitation that it was fcarcely articulate, he ftammered out thefe

words, too remarkable, not to be related exactly.

" So, fir, where, in the devil's name, are you going fo airy, and fo

" full of mirth? By heavens you have not yet attained your purpofe,

" and before the game is ended, you may perhaps have no caufe to

" fmile, at leaft if I treat you as you deferve. You are out in your
•" reckoning, you, and your king of Navarre alfo, for by my foul he
" has got a in the bafket, and if he can find no other footman
<" than Villars, I fancy he will be but badly ferved." Saying this, he
tore the treaty in a thoufand pieces, and threw them into the fire.

Having given the reins to his fury, he added an infinite number of in-

•vedtives in the fame tone, and equally extravagant, intermingling them
with oaths, the rage he was in furnifhing him with an inexhauflible

fource of them.

That I fufFered him to go on thus, without interruption, was at

-firfl: owing to my aflonifhment, or rather indeed to the neceflity I was
under of hearing him, and afterwards to the reflection that thefe lbrts

of difpofitions cannot bear contradiction : at length flopping of himfelf,

he began to traverfe his chamber, which was very long and wide, like

a man out of his fenfes. " Well, fir," faid I, when I found he was
filent, " have you done yet talking at random? You have reafon to be
" fatisfied at having thus behaved like a madman, without being con-
" tradicted in your extravagancies." Perceiving that the calm manner
in which I fpoke to him obliged him in fpite of himfelf to liften to me,
I proceeded to tell him, that what he had jufl faid and done in my pre-

sence appeared to be nothing but an artifice he had conceived to re-

trait the word he had fo folcmnly given; but that this turn would always

dishonour him, and greatly lefien my opinion of his wifdom and in-

tegrity. " 'Sdeath," cried he, flopping fhort, " I never did, nor ever

5
" will
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" will deferve or fuffer fuch a reproach. I am a man of too much
" honour; fuch evaiions are only fit for thofe that betray their friends,

" and endeavour to get them aflaflinated." Hitherto he had faid

nothing fo plain as this laft word, by which, though I could not com-
prehend the whole extent of his meaning, yet I was able to guefs from

whence fo furious a behaviour proceeded.

I demanded an explanation, and protefted to him, with that

air of fincerity and confidence with which even the moft prejudiced

cannot help being affeded, that I was abfolutely ignorant of his mean-

ing; and that if I could be convi6ted of any unfair proceedings with

regard to him, I was ready to deliver myfelf into his hands, without

defiring either pardon or favour. Thus obliging him to be more ex-

plicit, he reproached me with having employed Dupré to aflafllnate

him, and feize upon the old palace. The violence of his agitation

not permitting him to fpeak otherwife than in broken and interrupted

fen fences, the affair appeared to me utterly improbable, and I could

not hinder myfelf from entertaining fome fufpicions of his fincerity,

nor from telling him, that he had been feduced by Spanifh piftoles

to contrive fuch a flight pretence for breaking with me. " Who I?"

cried he, relapfing again into a rage. "'Sdeath, muft I confefs that I have
" acted treacheroufly with you, and broke my oath ? I would rather

" die than be guilty of fuch bafenefs." " By heaven, fir," anfwered I,

" you teach me to fwear, it is only by your fulfilling or breaking

" oft the treaty, that I ill all know whether to believe you an honeft

" or a perjured man."

We continued thus expoftulating a long time, which increafed ra-

ther than leflened our mutual dilTatisfaction ; fo that at lafl: we both

became equally enraged. During this conteft the abbot de Tiron came
in, and entering immediately into the occafion of our quarrel, reduced

us both to rea'.bn. " Depend upon it, fir," faid he to Villars, " the

" baron de Rofny is not guilty of the fchemes that have been laid

" againft you ; he is a man of too much honour; and, in fuch a cafe,

" too prudent to throw himfelf into your power."

These few words explained every thing. I turned calmly towards

Villars, telling him, that I was convinced anger alone had been the

caufe of all the injurious things he had faid ; and that I expected, as

foon as it was allayed, he would repair his fault, by performing his

firfi: promile. " Well, fir," faid he, already half pacified, " I will keep
" my
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1 594. " my word : but take care alio not to fail ofyours, with regard to the
*—*-"*"—

*

J " three articles yet undetermined." I anfwered, that if it had not been

for his fury, which made him throw the treaty into the fire, he might
have feen that the king confented to grant him them all.

We were upon thefe terms when madam de Simiers was intro-

duced. " Don't be angry with me, madam," faid he, as he went to re-

ceive her: " all is over, we are good friends again; but by heaven, the
" traitor that made all this mifchief fhall die before I eat or drink."

He kept his word, for caufing Dupré to be brought before him, after

he had confeffed the whole affair, he ordered him, without the forma-

lity of a trial, to be hung up at a window.

Villars intreating me afterwards to fhew him the king's letter,

I did not fcruple to tell him, that his majefty's fecrets ought only to be

communicated to his open and declared lervants. To make Villars of

this number, nothing more was neceffary but to draw up the treaty

again, which we figned, and each of us kept a duplicate of it. It was
agreed between us, that the affair fhould remain a fecret for fome time,

on account of the league and the Spaniards, againft whom this governor

took new meaiures, by reinforcing the troops he had in Rouen. After

this, I no longer made any difficulty in mewing him all my letters, as

well thofe which I had written to and received from the king before,

as that in which I informed him of the ratification of the treaty, and

his majefty's anfwer to it. The courier who carried thefe laft difpatches

was not more than four hours on his journey.

These letters gave great fatisfaction to Villars, particularly the laft,

written with the king's own hand. His majefty in that thanked me
more like a friend than a fovereign, for the fervice I had juft done

him, and concluded with thefe words, " Come to me at Senlis, orf the

" 20th of March, or at Saint Denis on the 21ft, that you may help to

" cry Long live the king in Paris, and afterwards we will do the fame at

" Rouen:" for I wrote to him that his prefenee there was necef-

fary. " Shew this letter," added he, " to the new friend you have ac-

" quired me, that he may fee I do not forget him, and be convinced
" that I love him, and know how to prize and reward fuch brave men
" as he is." " By heaven," faid Villars at this place, " this prince is

" too gracious and obliging to remember me, and fpeak of me in fuch

" advantageous terms." From tliot moment, Villars continued firm

in his obedience and affection to the king ; nor had his majefty amongft

his
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his moft ancient fervants one more abfolutely devoted to his interefts 1594.

than him. He defired me to be fatished with his word for the faithful ^—""v—-J

execution of all the articles comprehended in the treaty, and I ac-

cepted it as the beft fecurity he could give me.

The remainder of the time that I (laid in Rouen was employed in

regulating fome affairs of the fame nature. I ufually fpent the day with

the admiral, and at night retired to my apartment, to give audience to

all the officers as well of the city and parliament, as of the army, that

were fcattered throughout that province, and who came to me privately

to concert meafures for feparating the people from the interefts of the

league. Médavy was of this number, and I concluded the treaty with

him. Verneuil not being a city of fuch importance as to make it ne-

ceffary to ufe the fame precautions with it as with Rouen, the king

ordered Médavy to publiih his treaty, for an example to the other go-

vernors.

As I was follicitous not to neglect meeting his majefty at the

place he had appointed me, I made hade to leave Rouen. After re-

ceiving from the governor every inftance of gratitude and refpect, I

took a leave equally affectionate of the abbot de Tiron, and madam de
Simiers, promifed them to return foon, and affured madam de Simiers,

I would bring her brother, the marquis de Vitry, along with me, with

a body of troops fufficient to put Villars into a condition to explain

himfelf without danger. The obligations I owed to thern were great

enough to demand this fervice of me, although his majefty 's intereft

had not been an additional motive to it.

It was upon fome correfpondencies the king carried on in Paris
'

that he founded his hopes of being foon admitted there, and he was on
his way thither from St. Denis when I joined him. His party in that

city was fo firmly united, and fo many perfons of equal courage and

fidelity had joined, that it was almoll impofiible but that it fhould fuo
ceed. Ever lince the battle of Arques, when the count Belin was taken

prilbner by the king's forces, and had an opportunity of difcovering

the great qualities of that prince contrafted with the weaknefs of his

enemies, the duke of Maienne perceived the inclinations of this gover-

nor to lean fecretly towards the king. Full of this fufpicion, he did

not helitate a moment about depriving him* of the government of fo

* The parliament upon this occafion count of Belin. The citizens are there ex-

madc a decree, highly honourable for the horted rather to partake than fuffer his ba-

3
con-
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confiderable a city as Paris, and fought for a man whofe fidelity to

bimfelf and the league could be depended upon, to entruft the care of

this great city to, at a time when the neceffity of his affairs obliged him
to repair to the frontier of Picardy ; accordingly he fixed upon Briffac *,

and beftowed this government upon him.

Brissac, at firft, anfwered his purpofe perfectly well. The ftudy.

of the Roman hiftory had infpired this officer (who valued himfelfgreatly

upon his penetration and judgment) with a very fingular project, which

was, to form France into a republic upon the model of ancient

Rome, and make Paris the capital of this new ftate. Had Briffac

defcended ever fo little from thefe lofty ideas to an attention to parti-

cular circumftances, which in the greateft defigns it is neceffary to

have fome regard to, he would have perceived that a fcheme, how-
ever happily imagined, may, by the nature of the obftacks which op-

pofe it, by the difference of the genius, and character of the people,

by the force of thofe laws they have adopted, and by long cuftom,

which, as it were, lfamps a feal upon them, become alike chimeri-

cal and impracticable. Time only and long experience can bring re-

medies to the defects in the cuftoms of a ftate whofe form is already de-

termined; and this ought always to be attempted with a view to the plan

of its original conftitution -f:. this is fo certain, that whenever we fee

a ftate conducted by meafures contrary to thofe made ufe of in its

foundation, we may be affured a great revolution is at hand ; nor do

the application of the beft remedies operate upon difeafes that refift

their force.

Brissac did not go fo far; he could not for a long time com-

prehend from whence the general oppofition his defigns met with

proceeded, for he had explained himfelf freely to the nobles and all

the chief partifans of the league : at laft he began to be appreheniive

for his own fafety, left while, without any affiftance, he was labour-

ing to bring his project to perfection, the king ihould deftroy it en-

nifhmcnt from the city. Memoirs for the ancient form and fundamental principles

hiftory of France, vol. II. Memoirs of of government are to be changed as little

the league, vol. VI. as poflihle;.he does not mean, that we
* Charles de Colle, count of Briffac, are to admit the abufes which ignorance or

maréchal of France. neceflity have introduced in the different

| The fenfe in which the duke of Sully inftitutions relating to the finances, poli-

underftands this maxim, and the true one tics, &c. He will treat this fubjed more

in which it ought to be taken, is, that the largely in the lequel of thefe Memoirs.

tirely,

.
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tirc-ly, by leizing his capital. Pollened with this fear, the Roman iclc.s r 594-
quickly gave place to the French l'pirit of thole times which was to v—^ *•*

be iblicitous only for his own advantage. When felf-interefted motives

are ftrengthened by the apprehenlion of any danger, there are few"

perlons who will not be induced by them to betray even their beft fri< 1

Thus BrifTac * acted : he entered into the count of Belin's resolu-

tions, but from a motive far leis noble and generous ; and thought of

nothing but making the king purchafe, at the higheft price, the

treachery he meditated againft the duke of Mai'enne, in his abfênce;

St. Luc
'f~,

his brother-in-law, undertook to negotiate with the king-

in his name, and having procured very advantageous conditions, Brifiac

agreed to admit Henry with his army into Paris, in fpite of the Spa-

niards. The troops of the league were abfolutely at his dilpofal, and

they had no reafon to apprehend any opposition from the people.

D'O J loft no time in making application for the government of

Paris, and the Me of France, and obtained his requeft; but now a con-

flict between his intereft and ambition fo perplexed this fuperintend-

ant, that, notwithstanding his new dignity, the reduction of Paris was
amongft the number of thole things he moft feared fhould happen :

he would have had it believed, that the true motive of this fear was,

left the finances fhould become a prey to the men of the fword and
gown, by whom, he laid, the king, as foon as he was pofTeifed of Pa-

ris, would be opprelfed for the payment of penlions, appointments,

and rewards. But this difcourfe deceived none but thole who were
ignorant of the advantage he found in keeping the affairs of the fi-

nances in their prefent ftate of confufion, and with what fuccefs he
had hitherto laboured for that purpofe.

The king, upon this occafion, put all the friends of the count of

Belin in motion, on whom he had no lefs dependence than upon
Briflac; and at nine o'clock in the morning presented himfelf, at the March zi.

head of eight thoufand men, before Porte Neuve, where the
||
mayor

* The duke of Mai'enne, as de Thou % Our Memoirs make no mention of

obferves, was informed of Briflac's trea- monfieur d'O's being deprived by the

chery by the duchefs of Guile his mother, league of this government, which Hen-
but he would not believe her. See the re- ry ill. had bellowed upon him. Peref. 2d
du&ion of the city of Paris, Matt. vol. 11. part.

b. i. p. 174. Chron. Novenn.b. vi. p. 334. ||
This mayor of Paris was John l'Hu-

and other hiftorians. illier, who when Briflac faid to him, " W e

t Francis d'Epinay, lord of St. Luc, " mull render to Caefar the things that

mailer-general of the ordnance. " are Cselar's," he replied, " We mull

Vol. I. P p of



o MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book VI.

593. of Paris, and the other magistrates, received him in form. He went
"~v——' immediately and took pofleliion of the Louvre, the Palace, the Great

and Little Châtelet, and found no oppofition any where ; he proceeded

even to the church of Nôtre Dame, which he entered to return

thanks to God for his fuccefs. His foldiers, on their fide, fulfilled

with fuch exacmefs the .orders * and intentions of their matter, that

no one throughout this great city complained of having received any

outrage from them. They took poffeffion of all the fquares and crofs-

ways in the ftreets, where they drew up in order of battle. All was
quiet ; and from that day the lhops were opened with all the fecurity

which a long and continued peace could have given.

The Spaniards had now only the Baftille, the Temple, and the

quarters of St. Anthony and St. Martin in their pofieffion ; and there

they fortified themfelves, being about four thoufand in number, with
the duke de Feria and don Diego d'Evora at their head ; all greatly

aftonifhed at fuch unexpected news -j-, and firmly refolved to defend

themfelves to the lait extremity, if any attempts were made to force

them from thofe advantageous polls. The king relieved them from
their perplexity, by fending to tell them, that they might leave Paris,

and retreat in full fecurity. He treated the cardinals of Placentia and
Pellevé with the fame gentlenefs, notwithstanding the refentment he
fiill retained for their conduct with regard to him. Soifibns was the

place whither thefe enemies of the king % retired, protected by a

" render them, indeed, but not fell them would have killed hi-m. L'Etoile's Journal.
" to him." F. l'Etoile's Journal afcribes Perefixe fays, that la Noue being arreft-

this repartee to Henry IV. L'Huillier was ed for debts which his father contracted in

rewarded with the poft of prefident of this prince's fervice, complained to him of
the chamber of accounts, and counfellor that infolence. The king, in public, (aid

of (rate; and Martin Langlois, an alder- to him, " La Noue, you muft pay your
man, was made mayor of Paris in his *' debts, I pay mine;" but afterwards,

room. Le Grain, b. vi. It is obferved, in taking him afide, he gave him his jewels

the volume of MSS. marked 9033. in the to pawn to the creditors, infteadofthe bag-
king's library, that Henry IV. entering gage they had feized of his. Peref. part 2d.

Puns by the new gate, which has been f L'Etoile obferves, that this news be-
iince called the gate of the conference, he ing brought to the Spaniards while Lan-
went out again, and returned lèverai times, glois was amufing them with relating cir-

fearing, notwithstanding the repeated af- cumftances out of the Roman hiftorv, the
furances of the mayor and aldermen, that duke of Feria cried out two or three times,

by permitting his troops to enter Paris, " He is a great king." L'Etoile's Jour-
their defign was to cut them in pieces, and nal.

fei/.e his troops. % The king had a mind to fee them
* The king perceiving a foldier to take a march out, and looked at them from a

ioaf from a baker by f^rce, ran to him and window over St. Deni&'s gate. They all

Strong
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ftrong efcort. His maiefty then published a general pardon * for

all the French who had borne arms againlr. him. When this lacrince

is not extorted by neceffity, hut, on the contrary, made at a time

when vengeance has full liberty to iatiate itfelf, it is not one of the

lealt marks of a truly royal difpofition. Madam de -f MontpenfLr

being introduced to the king, he received her as politely, and con-

verted as familiarly with her, as if he had fome very important reafon

for fparing her the confufion which any other perfon in his fituation

would have been fond of throwing her into J.

The king had not yet found an opportunity to converfe with me
upon the negotiations of Rouen ; therefore that evening, when the

croud of courtiers had quitted his apartment, he took mc alide to a

window in the Louvre, and made me give him a circumftantial rela-

tion of all that had paffed, even to the minuted: incidents ; to which

he liftened with the utmoft attention. He accufed himfelf ot being

the cauie of du Rollet's unfealbnable attempt, by not acquainting me
with the propolals he had made him, which would have put me upon

my guard againft all that could have happened from that quarter.

The king had not yet mentioned to the duke of Montpenfier, or

the baron de Biron, the conditions which, at their expence, he had

filiated him with their hats off, bowing cards with her that very evening. L'E-

profoundly low. The king, with great toile adds, that he returned both" hers and

politencfs, returned the falute to the prin- madam de Nemours's vifit; and relates a

cipal officers, adding thefe words, " Re- very extraordinary converfation that paffed

" member me to your mafter; go, I per- between this prince and her; at the end
" mit you, but return no more. Peref. of which, madam de Montpenfier, whole

2d part. This anecdote agrees with that hatred for Henry was publicly known, tak-

in the Memoirs for the hiftory of France.; ing notice of his entering Paris, (lie wifli-

but is contradicted by the Journal written ed that it had been her brother the duke of

by the fame author. Ma'ienne who had let down the bridge for

.

* All the Memoirs of thofe times are his majefry. " Ad-zokers," replied the

.filled will inftanccs of Henry's clemency, king, " he might pofîiblv have made me
and his fprightly and agreeable repartees. " wait a long time, and I fhould not have

See the Memoirs above~cited. A leaguer " entered fo early." This lady, purlucd

coming to him one day when he was play- he, hearing the populace cry, Long hie

ing at primero, ** You are welcome," laid the king, faid, laughing, that Brillac had

tlie king to him, " for if we win you will done more than his wife, who in fifteen

" be ours" Lc Grain, book x. years had made but one cuckow ling;

+ Catherina-Maria of Lorrain, widow whereas he, in eight days, had made more

of Lewis of Bourbon, duke of Montpen- than twenty thouiand parrots ling in Paris,

fier. L'Etoile, anil. 1594-

X Perefixe obferves, that he played at

P p 2 granted
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1594. granted to admiral Villars : and this was now all that perplexed him;
s—•—V-—' for he conducted himfelf hy quite different maxims from thofe princes,

who, in fuch cafes, inftead of fubmhting to make ufe of prudent mea-
fures to pacify the murrnurings they may expect, begin by filencing

all complaint, and exact an unwilling obedience by the force of au-

thority only. He ordered me to make him, in the prefence of thefe

two noblemen, the fame relation I had juft now done, as if it were

for the firft time; and to give them to underftand, that the conclufion

of the treaty with Villars depended upon their facrificing to him their

rights. This I performed exactly as we had concerted ; after which
the king, turning towards them, faid, with fome emotion, that he

would rather lofe Villars and Rouen both, than gain them by doing

any injuftice to two perfons whom he greatly efteemed. Montpen-
fier and Biron were fo affected with this manner of treating them,

that they declared they would willingly refign their pretenfions.

Henry thanked them, and, as an equivalent, gave the firft the go-

vernments of Perche and Maine, to be joined to that of Normandy,
as foon as it fhould be entirely reduced ; but then Villars's generofity

changed this difpofition : and to Biron a marechal's baton, with four

hundred and twenty thoufand livres in money, to indemnify him for

his lofs.

The reduction of Paris engaged the king in new affairs, which
obliged him to delay ftill longer his journey to Rouen. He was em-
ployed in receiving the homage of all the different courts *, of the

univerfity, and other corporations of the city of Paris ; whofe early

fubmifîîon he thought he could not better reward, than by applying

his cares to the reftoring to them that harmony and regularity which
the civil wars had interrupted. He had likewife anfwers to give to

feveral governors of towns and fcrtrefies, particularly of the Ifle of

Fiance, who, after the example of the capital, came to make their

fubmiiTions to him.

Villeroy was not amongft the firft: it was neceffity alone, that

Pontoife, either fixed his irrefolution, or forced his inclinations. Some places of

little importance ftill held out for him and his fon, with which, by
Taquelinede means of Du-Pleffis his friend, and Sancy, whofe daughter was juft
Har ay-San- maiTjed to his fon, he made very advantageous conditions for himfelf:

* The parliament of Paris was recalled hy letters patent from the king, dated the

from Tours, where it had been removed 28th of AÏarch, 1594.

after
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after obtaining, by repeated importunities, two truce?, the one of two
months ipace, the other for three months; which he procured to be

ratified by the duke of Maïenne; after having a long time aj

neutrality, and fet a thoufand fprings in motion to protract, till the

lad: extremity, his feparation from his old friends, he at lait concluded

a treaty * aimed after all the reft, and obtained the poff of fecretary to

the king, in recompence for that he had given up.

The day after the king's entry into Paris he thought proper to

make me fet out for Rouen, fince he could not go thither himfelf. [

arrived at that city on the 25th of March, bringing with me Vitry,

* This circumftance in our Memoirs is

pofitivclv contradicted by de Thou, who
fays, book cviii. that Villeroy's treaty with

the king was concluded long before, but

that his majefty would not fuffer it to be

made public, becaufe he was defirous that

Villeroy fhould make ufe of his influence

over the duke of Maïenne, to prevail upon
him to join his party. Matthieu, in the

places ahead v quoted, is of the fame opi-

nion ; and Cayet, who likewile fupports it

elfewhere, does not contradict it by Ville-

roy's letter to the duke of Maïenne, dated

the 2d of January in the fame year; al-

though, in relating the purport of this let-

ter, he cafts a kind of reproach upon this

minifter. In this letter, which was inter-

cepted by the royalifts,Villerov, whofe de-

ftgn was to inform the duke of Maïenne
beforehand of his treaty with Henry, which
was going to be publiihed, and to endea-
vour once more to prevail upon him to fol-

low his example, advifes Maïenne to con-
fider in earneft of a peace for the party in

general, and himfelf in particular, " Be-
" caufe," fays he, " their caufe is defpe-
" rate;" and adds, " We have loft all

" confidence in each other," &c. Cayet,

book vi. p. 293.
With the key that de Thou and o-

ther hiftorians have given us to Villeroy's

fecret tranfacTions with the chiefs of the

league, and to the part he played by the
;

r, the meaning of thofe words

which they would impute to 1

crime, is eafily comprehended; and it is

even plain, that in fpeaking to the duke of

Maïenne he could not have cxprelled him-

felf otherwife. Indeed if on this occalion

Villeroy could be charged with any fault,

it was, in not difcovering a little mo:e
generofity when he had fo good an oppor-

tunity for it; for befides thole rewards

mentioned in our Memoirs, lie procured

the government of Lyons for Charles de

Neufville, marquis of Alincourt, his fon.

But what French nobleman in thofe times

or even what man, however little diftrefled

in his ciicumflances, could boaft of being

exempted from this reproach? Father de

l'Etoile' docs not conceal the covetous

and felfifh difpofition of Villeroy. " Hen-
" ry IV." fays he in his journal,
" one day, with twelve or fifteen of his

" courtiers, to partake of a flight colla-

" tion with Villeroy, laid to them, when
" they were feated at table, My friends,

" we are an ordinary, let us fare well for

" our money, for we hue an hoft that

" will make us pay dear for our entertain-

" ment." I do not think it will be necef-

fary for the future to obviate all thofe in-

vectives which the duke of Sully, in the

lequel of thcl'e Memoirs, throws upon a

man who has been highly ferviceable to

this kingdom, till his death in

16] 7, having pollefled the pofts of minifter

and fecretary of ftate under four fucceffive

kings, Charles IX. Henry III. Hem y IV.

and Lewis XIII.

at
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at the head of three hundred men. La Font received me at the gate

of the city, and conducting me, with all my train, to the houfe that

was prepared for my reception, which belonged to the fieur de Mar-
tinbault, the fineft in the whole town, and, by Villars's orders, fur-

niflied magnificently for me. Simon Antoine and la Chapelle did not

approve of fuch a remarkable diftinction. They were yet ignorant of

the treaty, but had taken fo much umbrage at my firft journey, that

they made ufe of all their credit with the governor to prevail upon him
to forbid my entrance into the city.

La Font, who acquainted me with all their intrigues, apprized mc
alfo, that they were that very night appointed to tup with the gover-

nor ; as were likewife the abbé Tiron, the prefident Boquemare, Mé-
davy, and d'Hacqueville, two counfellors of the parliament, and fome
others. I was relblved to take this opportunity to declare myfelf; and

la Font having allured me, that the admiral would not be difpleafed

with any thing I did, I was willing to enjoy the confufion of the two
deputies from Spain and the league, by telling them what had juft hap-

pened at Paris.

I went immediately to St. Ouen, where Villars was with all his

guefls; he was talking to the deputies at one end of the gallery when
I entered ; I did not fcruple to interrupt their converfation, by running

to embrace him, and told him I was come to invite myfelf to fup

with him, having fome news to acquaint him with. Villars, after re-

turning my embrace, pointing to the two deputies, as if he knew my
Intended fcheme and acted in concert with me, told me coolly, that

having fo many people to fup with him that night, he was afraid I

would not find the party well aflbrted. I replied, that I could ac-

commodate myfelf to any fet of company, and I was perfuaded (the

animoiity of party afide) thofe two gentlemen would receive the news
I had to tell them with pleafure. The governor glancing a look at Si-

mon Antoine, that deputy replied, with an eafy air, that he would
be very glad to know how the king had treated the Spaniards and the

two cardinals: adding encomiums on this prince, and compliments to

me, with great art and politenefs. " By what I obferve, you will ob-
" lige me to treat you all," faid Villars; adding an apology for the

meannefs of his entertainment.

The reft of the company approaching, the prefident Boquemare

f îefied me to declare my news; but I would fay nothing till we were

feared.
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feated. " I am," faid the admiral (placing himielf firft at the middle 1594.
of the tabic) " a very bad matter ôf the cérémonies." i was rciblvcd t—"v~--

J

not to ufe any with don Simon, who I knew did not want ambition,

which was likewife fupported by his rank; lell therefore he fhould ac-

cept, on a bare compliment, of the chief place, which, on an occa-

fion, when I repreiented the king's pcribn, might have had feme con-

fequence, I feated myfelf, without any ceremony, at the head of the

table, telling the Spanifh deputy, that if our own perlons only were
concerned, I would willingly pay him what I thought due to a Gran-

ger of his merit: to which he anfwered with great politencfs. La
Chapelle obferving to him, that the place I had at table was a type of

that the king poflefied now at Paris, and that things only followed

their natural courfe, " I perceive it," faid the Spaniard, " and I am
" afraid this precedence is but a bad augury for us; however, it wall
" not hinder us from being merry, and drinking to the health of our
" matters, who are not enemies, fince there is no war declared be-
" tween them." This anfwer was equally wife and politic; and,

during the whole repair, the Spaniard fupported his part of the con-

verfation with great fpirit and underitanding, fcemed charmed with

the king's fine qualities, and praifed him particularly for the clemency

with which he aclcd towards his enemies, whether foreigners or

French. I took notice that Tiron, and aprieft named Dadre*, were filent

while this fubjecl was diicufled.

The whole company either were, or feemed to be, highly pleafed

with the entertainment of the evening. When we broke up, Villars,

as he attended me out, intreated me not to vifit him next day, which
he would employ in getting rid, fome way or other, of his deputies.

He knew not yet how thefe two men intended to take their leave of
him, but told me, that if I wanted to be informed of it, I need
only fpend the afternoon with madam de Simiers: there I learned, that

Villars had been clofeted three whole hours with the two agents ; that

they had made ufe of reproaches, and very harfh language to him.
But this governor was not a man to be ealily intimidated or induced
to alter his refolution; he told them plainly, that he had concluded
a treaty with the king, therefore it was neceflary they fhould retire

without delay, either to Soiflbns, or to the duke of Maïenne, whi-
ther he would grant them a fafe conduel, the only favour he had now
in his power to beftow. There was a neceffity for coming to this

* John Dadre, penitentiary of the church of Rouen.

extre*

z
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extremity with them : and Villars took care to guard agaiaft the effect

of their refentment, by giving orders for the newly -arrived troops to

enter Rouen; with which he took poffeffion of the palace, the fort,

and the caftle. This done, he fent la Font to me, to tell me, that

the next day, at my firft requeft, he would declare himfelf for the

king, in the prefence of all the inhabitants of the city, whom he caufed

to be aflèmbled for that purpofe, with all the form and ceremony that

might make this action more lblemn.

I never experienced a more perfect fatisfaction than what arofe

from the reflection of having done the king and kingdom fo confider-

able a fervice; nor enjoyed a more tranquil lleep than that which the

fucceeding night afforded me. The next morning early I haftened to

Villars, at St. Ouen, whom I found walking in the great fquare, whi-
ther he had come an hour before, and which, as well as all the prin-

cipal ftreets, was filled with fuch a prodigious concourfe of people,

drawn thither by the report of the deputies departure, and the new
ceremony, that Perdriel, d'Ifencourt, la Font, and the foldiers whom
the governor had fent to attend me, could with difficulty open me a

paffage: the joy was general, and diffufed itfelf on every face.

I went up to the admiral, with whom I found the baron de

Médavy and the prefident Boquemare: after the accuftomed faluta-

tions were over, I told him, that the king being now a good catholic,

it was time he fhould give him fome teftimony of his duty and zeal.

Villars replied, that in his heart he was already faithfully devoted to

his majesty's fervice; and that if, to make an open profeffion of it,

nothing more was neceffary than to put on the white fcarf, he was
ready to receive it at my hand. I took one out of my pocket ; and

Villars had no fooner put it on, than, without farther thought, " Come
" on," cried he, with a tranfport which marked his character, the league

is, to cry Long live the king. The profound filence that had been

held during our conference, was now interrupted at this word by an

univerfal acclamation of, Long live the king: at the fame time inflant,

the ringing of the great bell, with all the others in the city; the difcharge

of all the artillery from the fort and other places; added to this general

fhout a noife capable of infpiring terror, if the joy which dilated every

heart had permitted them to perceive, that there was not a houfe in

the city that was not ihook by it. " The found of thefe bells," faid

I to the governor, " fuggefts to us to go and give thanks to God in

" the
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" the church of Nôtre Dame." Accordingly, Te Deum was fimg there

with great folemnity, and followed by the celebration of the mais, at

the beginning of which I retired. As foon as it was over, Villars took

me up in his coach, and carried me to a magnificent entertainment, to

which the fovereign courts, all the officers of the army and magiftratcs

of the city were invited. Orders were fent to Verneuil, Pontaudemer,

Havre, where the chevalier d'Oife * commanded, and to all thofe places

that acknowledged the admiral's authority, to follow the example of

the capital.

It was my firfi: care, as foon as I was at leifure, to inform the king

of what had juft happened, and to in treat him to fend fome of his

counfellors to re-eftablifh the parliament. The next day the citizens

came in a body to thank me for my fervices, and to bring me their

prefent, which confifted of a fide-board ofplate, gilt and finely wrought,

of upwards of three thoufand crowns value ; which I was obliged to

accept, notwithstanding all my endeavours to the contrary. It was not

long before my courier returned with difpatches from his majefty : he

brought a letter for admiral Villars, in which the king (tiled him his

coufin, admiral, governor in chief of Rouen, Havre, 6cc. and invited

him to come to court in terms which promifed him a mod gracious

reception : that which was for me contained an order to return as foon

as poffible.

The admiral, who would not appear there till he had an equipage

fuitable to his rank and dignities, took time to prepare himfelf; as for

me, I fet out before, and lay the firft night at Louviers, where I had the

.following adventure with Bois- role, whom I did not know.

This gentleman having learned by public report that the king had
given Villars the fort of Fefcamp, and heard no mention made of any
recompence that was to be beftowed upon him, refolved to complain of

this hardship to the king ; and having occafion for the protection and
countenance of fome governor who was known to his majefty, came
to Louviers a few moments after my arrival, to get a letter of recom-
mendation from du Rollet. He alighted at the fame inn which I had
chofen, and was told that a gentleman was juif come, who by his

train, and the difcourfe of his domeifics, appeared to be in great favour

at court : my name they did not mention. Bois-rofé believing me to be

* George de Brancas Villars, chevalier d'Oife, the admiral's brother.

Vol. I. CLq ftill
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ftill at Rouen, could not know it but by infpiration, and did not hefi-

tate a moment in preferring the protection of this lord to du Rollet's.

He entered my chamber, and atter making himfelf known, told me
that he had great reafon to complain of a nobleman of the court, called

the baron de Rofny, who, abuling his matter's favour, had facrificed

him, as well as the duke de Montpenlier, and marihal Biron, to admiral

Villars his old friend. He afterwards explained his demands, but with

fo much emotion, fo many oaths and menaces againft this baron de

Rofny, that I was never fo well diverted in my life, as at the figure I

made on this occalion.

When he had vented all his rage, I told him that I was well

enough acquainted with the affair he mentioned to me, to allure him,

that the baron de Rofny durft not have done any thing in it but by the

king's exprefs command; and that his majefty would not fail to repair

his lofs of Fefcamp, by a recompence wherewith he would have reafon

to be contented. I did not think it neceiTary to carry my civility fo far

as to promife him to ferve his refentment againft that baron of whom
he complained fo bitterly ; on the contrary, I told him that if he knew
the baron de Rofny, he would confefs that a man who, for the good of

the ftate, voluntarily refigned his abbey of Saint-Taurin, could only

be influenced by neceffity to do what he attributed to injuftice. I took

leave of him faying, that I mould be glad to fee him when I arrived at

court, where I promifed to fpeak to the king concerning him, and to

obtain the equivalent he demanded for the lots of Fefcamp. Bois-rofé

went away as much pleafed with me as diifatisfied with the baron de

Rofny ; but having enquired my name of one of my pages, whom he

m f;t at the bottom of the flair-cafe, he was thunder-ftruck to hear the

name of a man whom he had talked of in fuch harfh terms to himfelf;.

io that being apprehenfive of the relentment he fuppofed I entertained

againft him, he mounted his horfe again inftantly, went to another inn,

and fet out with all poffible expedition for Paris, that he might get thi-

ther before me, and fecure himfelf againft the bad offices he expected

from me, by fome powerful protecfor.

The adventure did not end here. While Bois-rofé took precaution»

againft me as an irreconcileable enemy, I with more tranquility purfued

my route by Mante, from whence I brought my wife to Paris. The
firft thing I did after my arrival, was to wait on the king, and give

him an account of my journey. He, according to his ufual cuftom,

obliged me to inform him of the minuteft particulars. After bavin-

exhaufted every thing that was ferious,, I was willing to divert him.
•

:
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with the fcene at Louviers ; for Bois-rofé had taken no notice of that,

and had only conjured his majefrynot to he prejudiced by what I might
lay againil him, on account of an ancient quarrel between us. The
king laughed heartily at the adventure of Bois-rofé. I lent for him,
and he finding I was the pcrlbn to whom he was referred, believed

his affairs defperate : I enjoyed his unealinefs and perplexity for fomc
time, and afterwards drew him out of it in a manner that furprized

him greatly. I folicited warmly in his favour, and obtained for him a

penfion of twelve thoufand livres a year, a company with an appoint-

ment, and two thouland crowns in hand. He had not hoped for lb

much -, but, his bluftering apart, I looked upon him as an officer of
great courage and rcfolution -, and afterwards bound him more clofely

to me, and thought him worthy of the poll of lieutenant-general of the

ordnance, in Normandy, when the king had made me grand mafter

of it.

I eovcEALED nothing from the king of all that had happened to

me at Rouen, except the prelent of the lidc-board of gilt plate. He
was aftoniihed one morning to fee it brought into his chamber. I told

him, that, having in vain endeavoured to hinder the city of Rouen from
making me this prefent, I came to bring it to his majefty, as a thing

which belonged to him, lince I had bound myfelf by a lblemn vow,
never on fuch occalions to accept of any gift from his lubjedts, while I

continued in his fervice.

And here it feems not improper to declare my reafons for this con-
duel, which I am perfuaded will not be thought a well conceited ftra-

tagem to gain greater riches ; for although the rewards I received from
the king were very conliderable, and even furpaffed my expectations, it

will he readily allowed that a man, who for fo long a time had almoft

the fole management of the finances and the army, was able to enrich

himlelf by a much ihorter method. It is not neceffary that I fliould

name it ; the pafr. age has afforded but too many examples of it ; and
notwithstanding all my endeavours to introduce a contrary cullom, the

future I doubt will fupply many more.

Interest therefore being out of the queftion, my rcfolution to

avoid receiving any obligations will be placed to the fcore of vanity.

Againft this imputation I can offer only a limple affurance, but a very

fincere one; that I acted thus from no other motive, than the defire

of teaching diofe who might fucceed me in the conduct, of affairs, that

Q_q 2 in
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1594. in this refpecT: there is no difference between them and îuch as are fet

*—*""Y~-—' over the diitribution of juftice ; for if a judge who appears willing to

receive prefents, even without any intention of being influenced by
them, is. looked upon with abhorrence, a minifter, and any man invert-

ed with a public employment, renders himfelf equally guilty, who wil-

lingly receives gifts, which thole who beftow have always in view the

indemnifying themfelves fome time or other, either at the king's or the

people's expence. If we cannot depend on the recbitude of intention

of thofe who make us thefe prefents, (it is to my fucceffors I addrefs

myfelf now) much lefs can we on our own who receive them ; and let

us accuftom ourfelves to regard as two things which can never be re-

conciled, our mafter's profit, and our own, unlefs, as I have obferved

before, it mould be himfelf who beftows gifts on us ; and his liberality

will always go fo far as to leave us no caufe to complain of him upon
this account, after we have been able to convince him that our expec-

tations are confined to him alone. But unfortunately, being accuf-

tomed to calculate and to fee immenfe fums pafs through our hands,

we are led infenûbly to conlider as a fmall matter thofe that fufHce to

raife a fortune for one individual.

The king did not fcruple to own that he was not ufed to this fort of

reafoning ; and that if this fyftem, fimple as it was, could be once

eflablifhed in the finances, it would be a lure method of enriching both

the king and the ftate ; a method that before and fince has been ardently

fought for in vain. He would not have accepted the fide-board, but

to accommodate himfelf to my way of thinking, by obliging me to

take it from his hand. This prefent became publicly known, becaufe

lie granted me a writing*, in which it was fpecified, that this fide-board

was a prefent made by the city of Rouen to his majefty, who had be-

llowed it upon me; and the next day this prince fent me three thoufand

* Rofny's difpofition agreed perfectly in his integrity. But Rofnj never received

wett with the king's. When he trufted the them till they were duly regiftered in the

finances to his care, he defired him to re- chamber of accounts, that every one might
ceive no prefent whatever without his know the bounty of his prince towards
knowledge; and when Rofny informed him him; by which means he would avoid the

of any that were offered to him, the king reproach of abufing his favour to empty hi»

immediately permitted him to accept of coffers. Peref. pag. 227. This writer a>;

them,btingfodenrousthathefhouldfindhis well as the reft of the world were, through
advantage in ferving him faithfully, that the duke of Sully's modefty at that time,

he often added gifts of his own to thofe. ignorant that he himfelf was the contriver

perquisites, to encourage him to perfevere of this judicious fcheme»

crowns*
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crowns, in his own ftrong box, to make me fenfiblc that fuch an ac-

tion in a minifter fhould not go unrewarded. I now fulfill his views

by informing the public of this double donation.

Admiral Villars appeared foon after a£ court, with a train cf more
than an hundred gentlemen, fome of whom were of the greateft fa-

milies in France ; but people foon drew off their attention from the

magnificence of his horfes, and the grandeur of his equipages, to fix

it upon his generofity and modefiy, in which indeed true riches confift,

although they are feldom poffeffed by the fame perfon. He approached

the king with an air perfectly noble, yet full of the deepeit refpec~t,

and threw himfelf at his feet. " Admiral," faid the king, in pain at

this pofture, and railing him haftily, " fuch fubmifîîon is due only to

" Godj" and refolving to elevate as much as the admiral had humbled
himfelf, he began to expatiate to the courtiers upon the great actions

which Villars had performed, and did it with a difcernment fojuft as

gave them new merit. The admiral, by proteftations of refpecl, and
devotion to his fervice, endeavoured to ftop the courfe of thofe praifes ;

and afterwards perceiving the duke of Montpenfier, he went up to him,

and, kiffing his hand, acknowledged him his fuperior, refigning to him
his government of Rouen with fo good a grace, that this prince, who
had at firft received him coldly, being charmed with his generofity, em-
braced him feveral times ; and from that moment received him into

the number of his mod valued friends.

The months of April and May were employed in the fame man-
ner by the king and his council, in receiving deputies from the different

cities and governors, who came to treat upon conditions for furrendering.

Thole of Lyons and Poitiers were the mod confiderable. A ftrangfe

fall for the duke of Nemours * ! This ambitious man fuffered the chi-

merical project of making himfelf king of France, by marrying the In-

fanta of Spain, to employ his mind ; which the public hatred, and the

oppofition of his own brother, the duke of Maïenne, obliging him
to renounce, he foon confoled himfelf for this difappointment, by

erecting, in idea, a principality compofed of the provinces of Lyon n ois,

13eaujolois, Forêt, Maconnois, and Dombes, which he was to hold of
Spain. He began by endeavouring to make fure of the capital of Kn

* Charles Emanuel of Savoy, duke of widow of Francis of Lorrain, duke of
Nemours, fon of James, and Anue d'Ell, Guile

-
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1594. new kingdom, but the Lyonnois*, more fubtil than he, took, care to
—"V"-—' fecure the perfon ©f their pretended ibvereign, who treated them al-

ready hke a tyrant; and confidering him in that light, kept him con-

fined, without any intention however of breaking with the party. The
league was offended at the affront offered to one of their leaders ; and

Saint-Sorlin-j-, the duke ofNemours' youngeft brother, interefting Spain

in his caufe, obtained from the duke of Savoy, and the duke of Terra

Nova, governor of Milan, a powerful fupply of forces, with which he

fell upon the Lyonnois. This violence determined them to feparate

openly from the league ; and calling in colonel d'Ornano to their

affiftance, they declared openly for the king, pulled down and dragged

the arms and colours of Spain, Savoy, and Nemours in the dirt, burnt

with intuiting raillery, in the public lquare, the effigies of a woman, in

the habit of a ibrcerefs, with this infcripticn on her forehead, The league;

and allowed only three months time to all the little towns dependent

upon Lyons, to return to their duty.

The duke of Nemours remained in great perplexity during this tu-

mult ; and apprehending fomething worfe than confinement from his

pretended fubjeds, to effect his efcape, put on the habit of his valet de

chambre, whom he refembled in his ltature, and going out of his

apartment with his clofe-ftool pan in. his hand, paffed through the ante-

chamber where the guards were, without being known, becaufe he

turned his face afide, as if to avoid the bad fmell ; from thence he ftole

into the ftreet, and gained the fields ; too happy, after fo much ima-

ginary grandeur, to abandon, like a fugitive, a city which he had def-

tined for the feat of his glory; and convinced by fad experience of a

truth to which we are always blind, that there is nothing fo difficult as

to make effects anfwer our defires.

Ambition made alfo another madman. Balagny | feeing himfelf

governor of Cambray, a place by its fituation of great importance for

* Pci cfixe fuppofes the duke of Maïenne France. See his panegyric, and that of

himfelf to be the author of the revolt of the marquis de St. Sorlin, his brother, in

Lyons, it 1 in 1. de 1 to fnatch this the third vol. of the Memoirsof Brantôme,
* city out of the hands of his half-brother. under the article of monheur de Nemours,
"What the duke of Sully fays here of the pag. 23. and following ; and the account

duke of Nemours, ought not to hinder us of the affairs of Lyons, in Cayet, book vi.

from doing him jufticc in other rcfpecXs : fol. 299, and other hiflorians.

allowed by all ihe hiilorians, to have f Henry de Savoy-Nemours, marquis

poffeffed very great and amiable qualities, .of Saint-Sorlin.

l< h oi mind and pi rfon, and to have been '| John de Montluc, baftard of John
cue of the molt deferving noblemen in all de Montluc, bifhop of Valence.

the
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the king, had the boldnefs to demand his title of governor to be changed 1 504.

into that of fovereign prince, and the misfortune to obtain his requeft. v^--v—-*

Hence he flattered himfelf that he mould lee his name ihcreafe the ca-

talogue of crowned heads, and forgot that he wanted means to maintain

himfelf in that elevated rank. Ke maintained it, or thought to have

done lb, by exhaufting his purfe to appear with magnificence at court,

and to lend to the (lege of Laon two thoufand arquebufiers, and three

hundred horle. But the glory of this new potentate was of lhort du-

ration ; he, as well as Nemours, fplit upon the common rock fo fatal

to ambitious men, who can never be perluaded to believe, that the beft:

concerted fchemes are thofe which afford only moderate advantages,

but thofe advantages fubjecfed to no changes, and fecured from all

dangers.

The Spaniards feeing that in the center of the kingdom every thing

flipped through their hands, refblved to flop the torrent by fome im-

portant blow, and laid liege to La-Capelle. The king did not balance

a moment upon the necelfity of leaving all his domeflic affairs, to go
and prevent the reduction of this place. His foldiers however were not

in the fame difpofition ; weary of war, they fought only to lofe the

remembrance of it in retirement and eafe : fo much time therefore was
wafted before the king could draw his army together, that although he

marched before with a fmall body of troops, yet he came too late ; he

found the fiege fo far advanced, and the count of Mansfield, who com-
manded it, fo advantageoufly pofted, that, weak as he w as, he could not

venture to force him. But the place being of great ftrength, he flat-

tered himfelf that the governor would hold out long enough to

time to the reft of the troops to join him, and then he would be in a

condition either to throw iupplies into the place, or force the befiegers

to a battle. But this governor, following the maxim of thofe times,

attentive only to his own profit in every thing, had been fo (paring of

provisions, ammunition, and foldiers, to man his garrilon, that he was

obliged to furrender much fooner than with a contrary conduct he need

to have done, and thus faw himfelf ruined by his avarice.

The king, by way of reprifal, inverted Laon : he was not ignorant Tn Picanly-

that the league had put this place, already fo ftrong by its fituation and

fortifications, into a condition futficient to make whoever attacked it

repent of his attempt. Du Bourg * was governor of it; one of the beft

* He chofe rather to go out otthe lia- l'Etoile. Cayct, vol. II. pag. 691. He
fttle, of which he was governor, publicly was called Antony du Maine, furna

with tl du Bourg or FEfpinafle.

bribe to put it into the king's hands. .

4 and
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and moil experienced officers the duke of Maïenne had in his army :

the duke's fécond fon, the count of Sommerive *, with a great number
of the nobility, was Shut up there. The king therefore, confidering

that, on this occafion, he had his military reputation to fuftain, a repu-

tation to which he owed all his fuccefs, neglected no care or attention,

to accomplish his enterprise.

I attended him joyfully to this fiege, and was charged, according

to my tafte, with the direction of a battery of fix pieces of cannon, con-

John de jointly with the elder de Born, who, in quality of lieutenant-general
Durefort, f the ordnance, had the conduct of it in the abfence of the count de la

Guiche
-J-

grand mailer, and confented to take me for his collègue.

Scarce had I taken poffeflion of my new employment, when I was
obliged to abandon it. The king was informed by letters from Paris,

that the count d'Auvergne %, with d'Entragues, his father-in-law, had
begun thofe fecret practices againft him which afterwards had like

to have brought him to a fcaffold ; and that many difaffected andfedi-

tious perlons daily reforted to Palis. A violent difpute had likewifejuft

commenced, between the univerfity and curates of Paris, on one fide,

and the jefuits on the other ; which, in a government yet hardly efta-

blifhed, might produce dangerous confequences.

This news convinced his majefty that there was a neceflity for hav-

ing a vigilant and faithful agent in that great city ; yet he de-

layed mentioning the affair to me, becaufe he knew well that I fhould

not be pleafed with an employment which would oblige me to leave

the fiege. However, a letter which I received from the cardinal of

Bourbon, and which I could not avoid Shewing him, determined him

to propofe it to me. The cardinal, without giving a particular account

of what had happened at Paris, only exprefied himfelf ardently de-

firous of feeing me, upon affairs of great importance, which he laid I

only could fucceed in. Although all this had only the air of a com-

* Charles Emmanuel of Lorrain, count daughter of the lieutenant particulier of

of Sommerive. Orleans. She died in the vcar 1638, aged

t Philibert de la Guiche, governor of . 89 years, and the duke of Angouleme in

Lyons, was made grand mailer of the ord- 1639. He was fon-in-law to Francis de

nance in the year 1578, in the room of Balzac, lord of Entragues, who by his

the maréchal de Biron. marriage with Mary Touchet, had Hen-

X He will be mentioned in the fcquel. rietta de Balzac, marchionefs of Verneuil,

Charles of Valois, duke of Angouleme, miftrefs of Henry IV. and half filler to the

grand prior of France, (on of Charles IX. count of Auvergne.

and of Mary Touçhet, lady of Belleville,

pliment,
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pKûoent, yet his majefty thought he ought not to neglccl: this advice :

and had thefe affairs related only to the cardinal, the king had fo many
motives for being iblicitous about him, that when he had read this let-

ter, he commanded me to prepare for returning to Paris ; which I

obeyed, but with great regret at quitting the fiege. There was a

neceiiity to fill up the employment I left vacant with a man whofe
fidelity could be depended upon. I named to his majefty Vignoles,

Parabere, and Trigny, and he chofe Parabere. I flattered mvfelf that Jo'in de

when the affairs which called me to Paris were terminated, I fhould
j^

eau
^
ean de

return to Laon ; and I was refolved to ufe all poflible expedition with
them ; but they were fucceeded by others, and that fo foon, that from
the end of May to the beginning of Auguft, which was the time this

liege lafted, all I could fee of it was in thofe little excuriions I fome-
times made thither from Paris; therefore my account of it will be
equally interrupted.

• Having received the king's laft inftruduons for my journey, I fet

out, and reached Crêpy the firft night, where I lay, and the next day
arrived at Paris. I waited upon the cardinal immediately, and found
him * very ill, and as much weakened in mind as body : he embraced
me tenderly, and difcovered great joy at feeing me; then ordering his

chamber to be cleared, made me lit down by his bedi'ide, that I might
hear the many important things he had to fay to me. Thofe he began
with gave me no great opinion of the reft ; but they were fuch as fat

ncareft his heart, although they confifted only of domeftic uneafineffes,

and female quarrels, which I am almoft afhamed to entertain the pub-
lic with. A certain lady, named madam de Rolkres, was the caufe of
them. The cardinal, either through jealoufy, or adifturbed imagina-
tion, had taken it into his head, that the haftened his death by magic,

to be revenged on him for lowing diffenfion between her and the abbé
de Bellozanne, her favourite : his only confolation was, that if he did

not die, his murderefs would. My wife had informed him that this

madam de Rofieres was dangeroufly ill ; and probably it was upon this

information that he had formed his whole dream of magic and death.

He imparted all thefe fecrets to me with fuch apparent dejection,

that I did not doubt but the full poffdiion, which thefe extravagant

notions had taken of his mind, contributed in a great meafure to

* The moment he perceived himfelf ill, houfe of the abbey of St. Germain, accord-

he departed from Gaillon, and came to St. ing to dc Thou, book cix!

Genevieve, and afterwards to his fine

Vol. I. R r haften
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haften his death. I endeavoured to bring him back to reafon ; and

he at laft was able to fpeak to me of his other affairs, which he had

like to have forgot. Next to madam de Rofieres, the king was the

perlbn of whom he complained with greateft bitternefs; for his mind
was in fuch a ftate, that he inveighed moft againft thofe whom he
loved the beft. He afked the king's permiffion to difpofe of his bene-

fices i and his majefty, he faid, had not received his requeft very fa-

vourably, which, he added, could only be occafioned by this prince's not

having any regard for him, or that he was not fincerely attached to

the catholic religion ; (for how indeed could he be a good catholic, and

difoblige a cardinal ?) Afterwards, without considering whom it was he
was fpeaking to, he in treated me to defend the romilh religion to the

king, to confirm him in it, to prevail upon him to keep up a clofe cor-

rrfpondence with the pope, to demand the holy father's benediction,

that he might afterwards obtain of him the difiblution of his marriage

with queen Margaret of Valois, and be at liberty to marry another prin-

cefs, by whom he might have children that would fecure the crown to

the houfe of Bourbon, and peace and tranquility to France. The end

of this difcourfe was much more judicious than I had reafon to expect:

nor was the pope's panegyric improperly introduced in it; for it mult

be confeffed that Clement the eighth was not only poifelTed of great

wifdom and juftice, but alfo fo good a politician, that the court of

Madrid could never boafl of having deceived him by their artifices.

The cardinal afterwards brought the affair of the jefuits upon the

carpet ; and although, as a man devoted to the court of Rome, he
openly favoured them, yet the arguments he made ufe of to prevail

upon me to fupport them, were founded upon policy and the intereft

of the king, and fo judicious, that I was convinced his underftanding

was not impaired by ficknefs, but only on occafions where he was per-

sonally concerned. All the fteps I took in that affair were in confe-

quence of his eminence's prudent reflections on the danger of baniihing

the whole fociety from France in fuch a conjuncture ; for, as we mall

foon fee, nothing lefs was in agitation.

A fourth affair, which he recommended to me, was to fupport,

againft the fuperintendant, the old archbifhop of Glalgow in Ireland,

whom he loved and honoured as if he had been a near relation. This

archbifhop bore the name of Betbune *. The queen of Scotland his

* James de Bethune, archbifhop of baflador in ordinary from the queen of Scot-

Glafcow, or Glafgow, in Scotland, and not land, and died there in the year 1603,
in Ireland, came to Paris in quality cf am- aged eighty-fix years ; having, during fifty-

j benefactrefs
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benefa<5trefs being dead, all he now defired was to fpend the mort *594-

remnant of his life in peace, far from his native country : but in the '—•"V—<«>

fuperintendaiit he found an enemy, to whofe perfecutions he was per-

petually expofed and who feemed relblved to drive him, if poflible,

out of France. I never could difcover the true caufe of this hatred ;

perhaps it was owing to the attachment this prelate always fhewed to

the family of the Guifes, from whom the queen* of Scotland his mif-

trefs was defcended. The cardinal (aid, that it had no other foundation

than the inured he took in whatever concerned the archbifhop : and it

is certain that, as often as his eminence folicited the fuperintendaiit in

favour of the old prelate, he feemed to be more eagerly bent upon his

destruction. The cardinal therefore intreated me to prevail upon the

king to take the archbiihop under his protection : he had promifed to

have no concern, for the future, in any affairs, either within or with-

out the kingdom : indeed he was no longer capable of it, nor could his

conduct be juflly reproached with any fault. To gain me entirely over

to his interefts, the cardinal told me that this archbiihop had fo great

an affection for me, that he wept continually for my unhappineis in

being educated in the protectant religion.

He refumed again the fubject of his benefices, with which he con-

cluded his dilcourfe ; and earneftly entreated me to obtain for him his

majefty's permiffion to refign them, confeffing that the pofTeffion of

thele benefices had given dreadful uneafiriefs to the decealed cardinal

his uncle, from whom he had them, as well as to himfelf, lbme at

them having been forcibly taken from families who were the lawful

proprietors of them; and his eminence thought he fhould make a fuf-

ficient atonement both for himfelf and his uncle, and pacify his con-

fciencc, by reftoring them to the injured perfons after his death. He

feven years, fufFered great viciflitudes of " cardinal archbiihop of St. Andrews, and

fortune, after the murder of cardinal de " the archbifhop of G lafgow, ambaffador

Bethune, archbifhop of St. Andrews, his " from queen Mary Stuart in France,

uncle, which happened in the year 1546. " where he died in 1660, or 1601, (here

His epitaph may be (till feen in the church " is an error in the date) is acknowledged
of St. John of Latran. Amelotde la Houf- " by meilleurs de Sully, and de Charoll,

faye, in his Memoirs, mentions the pro- " for a branch of their houfe." Vol. II.

ctfs that Nicolas Denetz, bifhop of Or- p. 68. Therefore, according to our Mc-
leans, had with Maximilian Francis, duke moirs, both the archbifhop of Glafgow,
of Sully, in which it appears that they un- and the archbifhop of St. Andrews' true

juflly disputed the right this family had to true was Bethune, apd notBetun.
tue name of Bethune. " However this * Mary ofLorrain, daughter of Claude,
** may be," laid he, fpeaking of this duke of Guife, married in the year 1530
archbifhop, " the family of Betun in Scot- to James Stuart, king of Scotland.

land, from whence were defcended tin

R r 2 had
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had fi milled all he had to lay to me, when his phyfician entered the

chamber. Duret *, for it was he, having recommended iilence to

his patient, took upon himfelf the care of acquainting me with all the

fecrets of the cardinal, whole confidence he poflefied ; and he acquir-

ed himfelf of this talk like a man who had a great opinion of his own
eloquence, for he wearied me lufiiciently. I made no other anfwer to

his tedious harangue, than reiterated promifes of ferving his eminence.

During the three days which I pafied at Paris, I was fufficienfly

convinced of the dangerous correfpondences carried on by the count

d'Auvergne, d'Entragues, and his wife. Their houle was the ren-

dezvous for all the king's enemies, either in the league or the Spanilh

party : every night they held fecret councils againfl the king's intereil

and fervice. Till I ihould have an opportunity of conferring with his

majefly upon the meafures neceflary to be taken to fupprefs this wicked

cabal, I reprelented to meilleurs de Chiverny -j-, de Pontcarré, de

Bellievre, and de MaiiTe, that they could not watch too narrowly the

motions of thefe difaffected perlons ; and I particularly recommended
it to MaiiTe, whofe diligence I was well acquainted with.

I afterwards applied myfelf with a particular attention to the

affair of the jefuits, againfl whom a prccefs was actually commenced,

before the parliament, and vigoroufly purfued by the univerfity and.

curates of Paris, who accufed them with having monopolized to them-

felves the education of the youth, and the direction of confeiences -,.

reprefented them as a fociety very pernicious to the flate ; and propofed.

their being baniihed as fuch from all the dominions of France. It was

far from being certain, that all thefe enemies of the fociety would tri-

umph over them, even if the king ihould not interpofe his authority.

The jefuits, on this occafion, exerted all their power. The party was

already fo well fupported, that, without laying any flrefs upon the

pope, Spain, and their partifans in the league J, who were not few,

one half of the parliament was on their fide, and openly folicited in their

favour. The caufe was at lait put into the hands of couniel in the

higheil fame at the bar : the jefuits retained Duret, and Verforis ||j and'

* Lewis Duret, lord of Chevry. t The cardinal of Bourbon,, the fuper-

f Philip Hurault dc Chiverny, or Che- intendant d'O, Antony Seguire, king's ad-

verriy, lord chancellor of France. Ca- vocate, and a great many others, publicly

Pontcarré, mafter of requefts. folicited for the jefuits.

Pomponne de Bellievre. Andrew Hurault
||
The caufe was tried privately, on

fieurde MaiiTe-, in the following year he the 18th of April, 1594. Antony Ar-

was made ambaffador to Venice. naud pleaded for the univerfity, and.

their
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their adverfaries Arnaud and Dollé. In Paris nothing was talked of

but thefe two powerful factions.

I reflected upon what the cardinal de Bourbon had reprefent-

ed to me, That there was no extremity to which this order would

not proceed, ftimulated either by revenge, or by the hope of forcing

us to repeal their baniihment: That by their intrigues they might ani-

mate part of Europe againft us, make their perfecution be looked

upon as an injury offered to religion itfelf, and bring the king under

a fufpicion of being fecretly attached to that which he had juft quit-

ted; which, in the prêtent ftate of affairs, might have very dangerous

confequences, Clement VIII. not having yet been able to refolve upon

granting the abfolution folicited for at Rome; the king being engaged

in one of thofe enterprifes, the event of which is always lb uncer-

tain, and often fo dangerous; and, in a word, the catholics who had

moft power in the kingdom, as well as thofe who were at Paris, as

thole that filled the court, fearing, or feeming to fear, for their own in-

tereft, that they had not yet futikiently provided for the fecurity of

the romifli religion in France. I was fenfible that meffieurs de * Lon-

gueville, Nevers, and Biron, had publicly expreffed themfelves to this

purpofe, and had ufed all their endeavours to communicate their ap-

prehenfions to the cardinal of Bourbon, by means of d'Entragues,

d'Humicrs, des Sourdis, and others. It is not my defign to impute here

any bad intentions to thefe perlons; but it is certain, that amongft

thefe zealous catholics there were few who were not actuated by a

motive like that ot Biron, who did not propagate thefe fort of dif-

courfes till he had loft all hope of obtaining the government of Laon.

Bl this as it will, prudence, I thought, required that the authority of

the abfent king mould not be expofed for a quarrel between priefts and

theologifts : and did not doubt but his majefty, in fuch a cafe, would

Claude Duret, in few words, for the commenced againft the jefuits in the par-

jefuits. Peter Barne, a jefuit, fyndic of the liament by the fame parties, thirty years

of Clermont, at prefent the college before, concerning their eftablifhment in

ai Lewis le Grand, defended them more the kingdom; which was ftill depending:

fjilly by v.faSlum, in which were many fo- the parliament, inftead of a peremptory

lid arguments. He there juftihes the obe- decree, made one, by which the petitions

his fociety pays to the pope ; denies of the univerfity and clergy of Paris were

that in any part of their ftatutes they are added to the inftruments of this former

permitted to dethrone kings, or to murder procefs, to be decided together : this they

tyrants; which, in reality, was a calumny might eafily have prevented, and yet they

invented by theif enemies: he proves, on didnot. DeThou,b.cx. Hiftoryoftheuni-

the contrary, that they were forbid by the verfity of Paris, vol. VI. p. 866. and others.

court of Rome to concern themfelves with * Henry d'Orléans, duke of Longue-

any public affairs, &c, A procefs had been ville.

chufe
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1 594. chufe the moft moderate fide. I therefore declared to the council,
—-v-—«* that the king did not think, the accufations, which were brought againft

the jefuits, of fufficient importance to authorife any harfh treatment

of them; and that his majefty would be determined by their future

behaviour to the ftate and himfelf, whether he fhould banifh them,

or permit them to continue in France: and that till he had given

more politive orders concerning them, he abfolutely forbad any violent

proceedings againft thofe fathers ; that no inventives * fhould be per-.

* Antony Arnaud pleaded with fuch ve-

hemence againft them, that, according to

l'Etoile, who had no kindnefs for the je-

fuits, he was blamed for it even by perfons

who hated thefe fathers; and that the firft

prefident obliged him to be filent. By the

epithets which M. de Thou gives to the

advocates for the univerfity and clergy, it

is plain, that he, like all other unprejudic-

ed perfons, thought they difcovere'd too

much heat in their proceedings againft the

jefuits ; although on this occafion, as well

as all others, this hiftorian declares himfelf

abfolutely againft the fociety. In the Me-
moirs of the league I find that the ene-

mies of the jefuits railed another complaint
againft them, but fo improbable, that they
were forced to drop it; this was, that they
carried children away from their parents,

to tranlport them out of the kingdom.
As to the article relating to the instruc-

tion of youth, no one, I believe, will ap-

peal from the decifion of a man, whole
reflections upon every part of government
are known to be fuperior to all others.

Cardinal Richelieu, in his Political Tefta-
ment, part i. chap. ii. § 10. after weigh-
ing, as was ufual with him, the arguments
for and againft the univerfity and the je-

fuits, decides the queftion in thefe terms:
*' Neither reafon nor juftice allows, that
" we mould deprive an amient profeflbr

" of that he has a right to hold : and the
" general intereft cannot fuffer a fociety,

" not only refpectable for their piety, but
" celebrated for their doctrine, as the je-
" fuits arc, to be prevented from the exer-
" cife of a function which they perform
" with great utility for the public ... It

" is realbnable, therefore, that the univer-
" fity and the jefuits fhould both be al-

" lowed to teach, that each, through an

" emulous defire of excelling the other,
" may be animated to a full exertion of
" their powers ; and that the fciences may
" be fecured to the ftate, by being re-
" figncd to the care of their guardians ;

" fo that if one party fhould happen to
" lofe fo facred a charge, it may be found
" with the other."

With regard to the direction of con-
fciences, this great minifter gave into the
general opinion, that by that, and the in-

ftruction of children of quality, the jefuits

became mafters of the fecrets of the hearts,

and the affairs of all families: but ftill

thinking it would be unjuft, to interdict the

fociety from this office of the facred mini-

ftry, any more than other priefts, whether
fecular or regular; he contented himfelf

with making this one of the arguments for

not leaving to the jefuits alone the inftruc-

tion of the youth of the kingdom. The
Chronologic Septénaire, a work of which
the French Mercury is the fequel, appears

to have done more towards the clearing up

this affair, than all the other memorials of

thofe times, by the candour and impar-

tiality with which it is written, as well

as the compreheniive manner of treating

it. The Septénaire, I fay, (peaking of the

great ufe the jefuits have been to this king-

dom in particular, by their erudition, and
their zeal againft innovators ; by the pu-
rity of their theological tenets; and by
their miffions; from hence it draws up a
panegyric, for which we muft refer to the

book itielf, fol. 34g, and which is fo much
the more remarkable, that it was done at

the time when jealonfy gave rife to the

blackeft accufations againft the jefuits.

The author of this piece of hiftory, altho'

his name is not prefixed, is the fame father

Victor Cayet who compofed the Chrono-

mitted
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mitted in the pleadings againft them; and even that their caufe ihould 1594.

be tried in full court. No perlbn expected to find in me a protector ' .-—

of the jefuits; and I may fay, without vanity, that my recommendation

of them at that time would not have been ufelefs, although I had not

ftrengthened it with the king's authority. In effect, no farther progrel$

was made in this affair.

The refpedt I owed to the cardinal of Bourbon made me refolve to

fpeak to the fuperintendant in favour of the archbifbop of Glafgow;

though I knew well what I had to expect from a man fo little felici-

tous to conceal the hatred he bore to my whole family, and which a

late quarrel with my youngeft brother had augmented. I hoped to find

more jufiice from the king, and I haftened to join him at Laon, after

taking leave of the cardinal, who continued ftill extremely ill.

At Bruyères, where I had left my field equipage, I learned that the

duke of Mai'enne, being in confiant expectation of a great army, which
count Charles of Mansfield was to bring him, had advanced with fome

troops as far as La-Fere, and twice attempted to throw a fupply of one

hundred horfe and two hundred arquebufiers into Laon; that the firfi:

was defeated by Giviy, and the fécond by the count of Soiffons, whofe

turn it was that day to guard the trench : that the king gave always a

glorious example to the princes and officers, and mounted guard in the

trenches in his turn.

His majefiy was in bed when I arrived at his quarters, although it

was three o' clock in the afternoon : he afked me if I was not fur-

prized to find him in bed at fuch an hour : this bed, however, was.

only two mattreffes upon the bare ground. All night, and the pre-

ceding day, this prince had been flanding at the trench, where he was
employed in directing works to be made in the mountain, upon the

declivity of which Laon is fituated, either to change the place of fome
batteries, or to fhelter the workmen by parapets. He was fo greatly

fatigued flanding upon the ground, which was extremely rugged, that

feveral contufions rofe in his feet, which did not, however, hinder him
from flaying to fee the work carried on till all thefe contufions burft-

ing, each of his feet became one continued wound, which obliged

him to be put to bed, and fome dreffings to be applied to them;
thefe he ordered to be changed in my prelence, " That you may be
" convinced," faid he, " I do not act the fick man unfeafonably." I

logic Novennaire, where there is an exa& relation of this procefs againft the jefuits,

Ann. 1594. B. vi. p. 379, 4C7.

was
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was very far, indeed, from entertaining fuch a thought, and if I ac-

cufed him of any thing, it was of the contrary excels. I believe he

perceived it; for feeking, as it were, to jufhfy himfelf, lie told me,

that he was under a neceffity of undertaking and fuperintending this

work, which would give him two days advance upon the beiieged

city; and that I would not condemn him after I had feen it, or, at

leaft, heard an account of it from the connoifleurs whom he had lent

to vint it, and whole return he expecled at five o'clock.

I took advantage of this opportunity of being alone with the

king to give him an account of my journey, which I did, kneeling

on a cufliion which he made me bring to the bedfide. His majefty,

defirous of authorizing what 1 had done, ordered Beaulieu-Ruie to

write three letters inftantly ; the firft, which was addreffed to the chan-

cellor, regarded the jefuits, and contained only a repetition of what 1 had

faid. In the fécond, he informed d'O, that it was his intention the

archbifhop of Glafgow fhould enjoy the only two abbeys * he had in

France peaceably, and justified this prelate's paft conduct, by the gra-

titude he owed his benefactrefs. The third, to the cardinal of Bour-

bon, was written in the name of Loménie, fecretary of ffate, who
made known to his eminence, that the king would approve of the

dilpofition he fhould make of his benefices, and was ready to ratify it,

by figning himfelf the form he mould fend him, provided he found

in it nothing contrary to the canons, the liberties, and cuftoms of the

kingdom. He concluded this letter with an affurance of his protec-

tion and friendfhip ; and as a proof of his confidence, fent the two

others under cover to him, that he might tranfmit them himfelf to

the perfons they were directed to ; and had the complaifance to ac-

quaint him with the contents. I defired Du-Peirat, whom the king

fent with thefe three letters to Paris, to deliver one from me to the

, cardinal, in which I exhorted him, by every thing that I thought

could make any imprefhon upon his mind, to free himfelf from all

his domeftic uneafinefTes.

These affairs were but juft over before the arrival of meflieurs

de Biron, Givry, Saint-Luc, Marivault, Parabere, Vignoles, Fouque-

rokvS, and others whom the king had fent to examine his works of the

preceding day, particularly two mines which he had caufed to be

opened. Every one gave his Opinion of them to fhew his own fkill :

they could not agree, and a difpute infeniibly arofe amongft them :

maréchal Biron, vain of his great talents for war, by an ailuming air,

' Nôtre-Dame de I'Abfie in Poitou, and the priory of St. Peter of Pontoife

and
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and a fuperiority of accent which made him always mafter of the

converfation, could with difficulty bear to hear any one declare him-
felf of an- opinion contrary to his.

[ The king, perceiving that words grew high amongfl them, in or-

der to oblige them to iilcnce, told them he had received notice from

three fpics, who came one after the other from different places, that

the. duke^of Mai'enne and the count of Mansfield had refolved, at ail

hazards, to throw a very considerable convoy' of ammunition and pro-

visions into Laon, in order to avoid a battle ; and that this convoy was

Id let out inilantly upon its march, fupported by a very' powerful efcort,

with a defign to furprize the guard, force themfelves a paffage, and

enter into the befieged city. This afforded a new l'abject forcontefta-^

tion, which ended at lait in Biron's favour, who procured the com-
mand of a iirong detachment, with which he intended to pott him-

felf in the foreit between Laon and La-Fere, and to attack both the

efcort and the convoy. He compolèd the detachment hirriielf, which
confrlted of twelve hundred French infantrv, all chofen men, eight

hundred- Swifis, three hundred light horfe, two hundred troopers, and

one hundred gentlemen of the king's houYhold. I afked the king's

permiffibn to go along with- this detachment, which be refufed me
lèverai times, alledging, that there were many -things which he want-
ed me to inform him of; but, upon my repeated importunities, hé
allowed me to go.

"
L

We beganour march at fix o'clock in the afternoon, and reached

the foreit at one in the morning, where we advanced cautiouilv to

the extremity of the wood near La-Fere ; here : wé lay in arhbûfcâ'déi

Maréchal Biron detained all the paifengers we met on the great road;

who he thought might carry intelligence of his defign into La- Fere ;

and placed centinels on horieback at the end -of the wood,- to bring*

him an exact information of whatever came out of the city. We
w.aited with great impatience till four o'clock in the afternoon, before

we heard any news; and then the -centinels came to inform us, that

the great road from La-Fere to Laon was covered with lb long a file

u iokliers, and (beh a vaft quantity of baggage of every kind, that

(hey could imagine nothing elfe hut that the whole army of the ene-
- was advancing. That inftant I perceived feveral of the mod re-

amongft us look pale, and; \>. hifpgf rj ) cjui <>thcr, -that II

".'.'v to m.!i.:e our retreat. This pi. ,
. ]

-, and tha

lef'Hëclarlng rumfeTffor thi îaft opinion, it was agreed upon

I. S s by
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1594. by a plurality of voices, that fome one of the troop fhould be fent to
—-v~—' reconnoitre, and bring back an exacl: account of what he law. Fouque-

roles, whole valour and prudence was well known, was chofen, with

two others, for this employment ; and returning a little time after-

wards, informed us, that this feemingly formidable line was compofed
of three hundred carts, laden with ammunition, efcorted by four

fquadrons of one hundred horfe each, who marched before the con-

voy, followed by eight or nine hundred mufqueteers, an equal number
of Spanilh infantry brought up the rear.

This number not being equal to ours, it was agreed upon, with

one voice, that we mould attack them ; and we only differed upon the

manner of doing it : I, with many others, were of opinion, that it

would be better to let the convoy enter the foreft, and afterwards fall

upon them in the rear. Givry *, Montigny, and Marivault, who
were at the head of the cavalry, were for the negative, and maintained

ib poiitively, that there was lefs danger in attacking them in the open

field, that they drew maréchal Biron into this opinion. At firft this

method fucceeded ; the cavalry of the enemy gave way as foon as they

were attacked, though at the beginning they Ihewed great refolution,

and retired to the fides of the waggons : but we foon found whom we
had to deal with ; the enemy's infantry which were in front waited firmly

for our troopers, whom Biron fent to attack them, and fired upon
them with fuch excellent order as obliged them to give ground. Biron

commanded them to return to the charge by the left flank, while he

attacked the right, which was evidently the leaft dangerous. The
onfet was fo terrible that the enemy's foot was forced to retire, and,

like the other fquadrons, take fhelter in the midft of the carts, from
whence they ftill continued to defend themfelves : in the mean time

the Spanilh battalion advanced from the rear to the front, and formed

itfelf in fuch a manner, that it was fupported on all fides by the ca-

valry and the waggons, without lofing the affiftance of the firft batta-

lion : they made lb vigorous a defence, that all Biron's intreaties and

menaces could not hinder our fix hundred horfe from quitting the

fight, extremely weakened. The Swifs and French infantry, who
took their place, found equal refiftance. The battle lalfed a long time.

Biron apprehending, that an a&ion which paffed fo near La-Fere would

* Anne d'Anglure, baron of Givry. He ry IV. Francis de la Grange, lord de
was killed at Laon a few days after this Montigny: he is mentioned again. Claude
•ncounter, and greatly lamented by Hen- de, l'Ifle, four de Marivault.

give
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give time for a coniiderable iupply to be fent to the convoy, if it was

not very fpeedily ended, for a laft retburce, commanded the hundred

gentlemen to difmount, to add to their other arms, which conlifted

of a fword and piftol, a pike, of which he had brought a great quan-

tity along with us; and to bring up to the charge all our foot, both

French and Swifs, which had not yet encountered the Spaniards, Mei-
lleurs de Guitry *, de Montigny, de Marivault, de Trigny, d'Arambure,

de la Curée, de Lopes, d'Heures, and others, advanced in this manner
at the head of three hundred foot ; and Biron, with an equal number,

followed them. I was in the fécond battalion. They charged us with

fuch fury that the' pike and fufee became ufelefs ; we fought hand to

hand, and even wreftled with each other. The Spaniards at length

gave ground, and, after throwing away their arms
-f-,

fled for fhelter

to the woods and waggons. This laft refuge was of no fervice to them :

we purllied them there, and made a horrible carnage of them : no

lefs than twelve hundred were left dead upon the place. We took

but few prifoners. Thole perlons that were of any diftinction in the

cavalry had time to get back to La-Fere. We neither purlued them,

nor the others who had taken ihelter in the woods, left we Ihould be

iiirprized and put into dilbrder by new troops lent from La-Fere to their

aliiltance : on the contrary, we only thought of rallying, and keeping

upon our guard, during the time that was necellary to reft and refret'h

Ourl'elves with lbme of thole proviiions of which we found great abun-

dance in the convoy. In the night we marched back to the camp,

and brought thither, without meeting with any obftacle, all the ene-

my's baggage, but fo pillaged by the lbldiers, and lb carelefly looked

after, notwithstanding the commander's Uriel orders concerning it, that

above four hundred war or baggage horles were lamed.

Biron, with the fame fupercilious air which he had aflumed to pro-

cure the command in this expedition, prefented himfelf to his majefty

at his return, to receive the praifes due to his iuccefs. Having a fub-

ject lb copious to difcufs, one may eafily imagine what a man, who knew

* This is not John de Chaumont tie But Caret is miftaken ; John de Chnumont
Guitry, who has been fo often mentioned left feveral ions, who bore arms in the

in the Hi (lory and in thefe Memoirs ; he kin fervice.

died in the year 1592. See his panegyric f J-a Curce, who was a good judge in

in M. de Thou, book ciii. The perfon thele matters, attributes the Spaniards de-

mentioned here was, according to Caret, feat to their cu"flora of ufing too

called fo, becaufe he married the heirefs of fwords, and waift-belts too (Sort. \

this family. Chron. Novenn. b. iv. p. 23. 892g. MSS. de la Bibliot, du Roi.

S S 2 not
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1594- not that on fuch occafions filence is merit, would fay to enhance the
»-—"y——

' greatnefs of his victory. Indeed his difcourfe feemedto iniimiaate that

he had that moment fixed the crown upon the king's head: Experience

has fhewn that .this haughtinefs which borders a little upon boafting, of
itfelf fufficiently in the French tafte, commonly fucceeds with a gene-

ral who.has Frenchmen to lead : with them to feem lure of a victory,

goes a great way towards gaining it. The king was not ignorant of
this difpofiiion; and he had found very happy confequ>-nccs from it. 911

thofe hazardous occafions, when the ibldiers fought only in the coun-
tenance and words of their leader, the idea they ought to have of the

prefent danger. Hence a feeming confidence of fuccefs became habi-

tual to him, which was imitated by all the general officers ; and, as it

often happens, many of them, but particularly maréchal Biron, carried

that confidence fo far as to become infupportable to all the others, and
even to the king himfelf, who was not on this occafion the lels indul-

gent. -

. The obliging reception which his majefly gave to Biron, and thofe

that had followed him, created great jealoufy in the courtiers who were
not of the party, and completely turned Biron's head. However, he
could not obtain the government of Laon, which was what he aimed
at by exalting his lafi: action, and arrogating all the glory of it to him-
felf alone, as if the others had had no part in it. The king difcovered

his thoughts of it freely to me, and feemed on many accounts greatly

difcontented with this maréchal. His majefiy told me, that after fo

many caufes of complaint which Biron had given him, after his having

dared even lately to threaten him with going over to his enemies, and
the difcoveries he had juft made of the correfpondence he carried on
with meilleurs d'Epernon, and d'Auvergne, he could not refolve to

truft him with the care of a place fo near the Low Countries as Laon,

which ought only to be given to a man * whofe fidelity had been tried ;

but he feared, he laid, that Biron would keep no meafures after this

refufal, and would openly join the party againif him, or, what was ftill

more dangerous, continue near his perfon, while he fecretly iided

with his enemies. Henry, who from this moment was perfuaded that

he would one day have all this to fear from Biron, added, that he per-

ceived this maréchal had fought my friendfhipjfor fome time, doubtlefs

with an intention to procure my concurrence to a marriage between his

" * This' government was given to Marivault,.

brother*

1
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brother, and mademoifelle de Saint-Geniès *, my niece, who was one 1 ^94.

of the greateff. fortunes in France ; and he ordered me to take advan- *—*"/""*•>

tpge of this new friend/hip, to penetrate into his defigns.

The great convoy being defeated, the king, without any obftacle,

continued the iiege of Laon, till he received notice that the duke of

Malienne, and the count of Mansfield, far from being diiheartened by

this bad fuccefs, talked of nothing lels than coming to force the lines

of the befiegers, as foon as they had received lbme troops they were in

expectation of. Biron treated this news with contempt ; but his ma-
jefty, who neglected nothing, was not ealy about it till Givry, whom
he had fent to reconnoitre, efcorted by three hundred horfe, with ftriêt

orders not to return without a perfecî knowledge of the lituation and

forces of the enemy, brought him, aç the end of three days, certain

intelligence that there was not a fingle company of them on this tide

the Oife; and that the Spaniards were more inclined to return to Flan-

ders than to Laon. The king, relying upon tlfe juftneis of this report,

that very evening made a party to go and dine the next day at St. Lam-
bert, a houle dependent upon the domain of Navarre, and lituatcd in

the midft of the forefl, where he remembered to have often gone to

cat fruit, milk, and new check-, during the time that in his youth he

had ftaid in the cattle of Marie; and- he frill promifed himfelf great

pleafure in feeing it again.

About thirty of us attended him to St. Lambert, where, as he had
paifed part of the preceding night in vihting as ulual the trenches, bat-

teries, and mines, he fell aileep as foon as he had dined : his good con-

ititution, joined to a habit of fatigue, had accultomed him to lleep in

any place, and when he pleafed, and to wake at any hour. The
weather being then extremely hot, eight or ten of us went into the

thickeft par.t of the forefr, not far from the great road leading from La- The foreft

Fere to Laon, We had not gone farther than twelve or fifteen hundred ofFolamr

paces, when a noife that came from that fide near La-Fere drew all

our attention; it leaned to be a confined mixture of human voices,

(blacking of whips, neighing of horles, and a noife like the dillant

found of trumpets and drums. That we might hear more plainly, we
came forwards to the road, from whence we faw diflinctly, eight hun-

dred paces before us, a column of infantry, which appeared to us to be

* Daughter of Elias de Gontault, lord Beam, viceroy of Navarre, and of Jacque-

rie Eadefou, and Sain-GenLes, governor of linèdé£ethune»mqhfiéurdeRofn)?s lifter.

foreigners*
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foreigners, marching in good order, and without any noife : that which
we had heard proceeded from the fervants and vagabonds who follow-

ed, and thofe that conducted a confiderable convoy of artillery which
guarded it. Extending our view as far as it was pofTible, fo great a

number of troops appeared to us to defile after thefe waggons, that we
did not doubt but the enemy's whole array was there.

We returned immediately, and found the king awake, making a

plum-tree, of whofe fruit he feemed very fond. " Faith, fire, faid
'* we, fome men that have paffed us juft now, will prepare other
" plums for you not quite fo eafy of digeftion." We explained our-

felves in few words; and the king the more readily believed us, hav-

ing, as he told us, heard a noife during the fpace of a quarter of an
hour, which (not being able to imagine that Givry could have acquitted

himfelf fo ill of his commiiTion) he thought had proceeded from hi?

own camp. His majefty ordered twelve of us, who were ready at hand,

to go inftantly to the different quarters of the cavalry (a lift of which
he always carried in his pocket) to fpread the alarm there, and bring

them all with the utmoft expedition to his quarter, while at the fame
time others were lent to the infantry to form them into battalions, and
poft them between the fame quarter and the trenches. He gave thefe

orders as he was mounting his horfe, and although he rode with great

fwiftnefs, he continued giving them to all he met, with the fame juft-

nefs and extent of thought as if he had been long before prepared for

a battle. Such was this prince's quicknefs of apprehenlion, and ad-

mirable prefence of mind, that nothing efcaped him ; whereas any
other, in the fame fituation, inftead of forming a well regulated plan,

would have been hardly able to have fixed upon a tolerable expedient.

The enemies upon their arrival found every one prepared for them; to

which perhaps the whole army owed its prefervation : for it muft be

confefted, that if the enemies cavalry,which at the fame inftant appeared

in the front of the camp, where they formed themfelves into fquadrons

with great expedition, had only been able to have thrown the foldiers

into a confternation, which the king and part of the officers being ab-

fenr, muft infallibly have happened by an effect of the firft furprize; it

would have been eafy for them, amidft that fudden confufion, to have
defeated great part of the aimy, and probably fear might have delivered

up the reft into their power.

This example is alone fufficient to prove of what utility it is for a

general of an army, not only to poffefs that quality of the mind which
takes
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takes in all pofiible contingencies, but to be well acquainted with the

naines, abilities, good and bad qualities of all the officers, as well as

the different bodies which compoléhis army, and in his turn to beknown
by it for him of all the general officers, whofe advice (the quality of

leader apart) they would chule in any difficult conjuncture to follow, as

the wilell: and beft ; to give that advice with firmnefs, but without the

odentation which fecms to a rile from the certainty of having found out

the belt ; to inlpire them with a fondnefs for their occupation; to render

their dilcipline pleafing, by never oppreffing them with orders, but at

the fame time to accuftom them never to expect that thole already

eftablifhed, will on any occafion whatever be difpenfed with or di-

minifhed ; in a word, to pofTels the art of making himfelf be at all

times readily obeyed by them, without infpiring that timidity which
keeps them filent, when by a fealbnable hint they might afiift the

thoughts of their leader; an inconvenience which has often been the

ruin of many armies, and their commanders.

Notwithstanding the expedition the king ufed on this occa-

fion, if the enemy's general had taken advantage of the opportunity

which chance had given him, it is probable we might have luffered a
confiderable lhock ; but knowing the prince he had to deal with, he
durft not fuffer the van of his army to appear, till the whole was come
out of the foreft, that one part might be deprived of the aliiftance of
the other, in cafe the king lhould be informed of his march, and meet
him with his entire army. It happened alfo, that the march of this

army was protracted by the breaking of a carriage, upon which a piece

of ordnance was placed, which embarrafied them greatly. The wag-
gons iplit in pieces when the convoy was defeated, the luggage of
whicn, with the bodies of men and horfes, overfpread the road, caufed

a fécond embarralTment ftill greater : and laftly, the perfon whom the

duke of Maïenne had fent to reconnoitre a place proper for pitching

his camp, did not return fo fpeedily as he might have done.

The king took advantage of all thefe delays. He drew out from
the trenches as many men as were fufficient to cover them, without
leaving too few within, and ranged the reft of his army in order of
battle before, when the enemies, who no longer hoped to liirprize him,
gave him time. That day was employed on each fide in chufing the

moft advantageous pods for a battle. It was not however the intention

of the two generals of the enemy to engage; they dreaded the king's

alcendant, and our cavalry which was almoft all compofed of gentle-

men.
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1594. men. Their whole defign by this motion was to oblige the king to
—-"v"~"—' raife the fiege of Laon by coming to meet them, and afterwards to

evade a battle, or throw, at leaft, in the confufion caufed by their arri-

val, three thoufand foot, and three hundred troopers into the place ;

but as we did not know their intention till afterwards that we were in-

formed of it by fome prilbners whom we took, it. was not doubted but

that there would be a general action the next day; our two camps be-

ing fo near that we heard diftinctly the found of their. trumpets, and
the fhouts of their foldiers.

In the midft of the gcound that feparated us from the enemies, there

Was one fingle hill almoft round, which, with regard ,to the beiîeget}.

city, might be of great importance, if the enemy mould poflefs them-
felves of it. The king, .who -had fent me. to reconnoitre it,, gave me.
two pieces of cannon, to fupporjt a regiment that» were by his order to

poft and fortify themfelves there. I caufed a hut to be erected fpr ;

myfelf, and when the king came to vifit this poft, he found every thing

in good order. The next day the enemy making a (hew of greater

refolution than the evening before, began a .ikirmiih with all their-

fmall fhot, and endeavoured to make themfelves mafters of a little

wood which lay between the ,two camps. Above fifty thoufand fmall

arms were fired, but with fo little- effect that Parabere, who came to

my hut to fup with me, afiured me that they had not twenty men
flain, nor twice that number wounded. .

Night coming on during jthis tumult; and the two generals of the

enemy's army, .who thought, of nothing lefs than engaging .farther,

took advantage of it to retreat, without being difcovered, to La-Fere.

The king fuffered them to fly, contenting, himfelf with the difgrace

they had drawn upon themfelves by this ridiculous attempt.

MEMOIRS.
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CONTINUED no longer in the camp before Laon after this

t
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event. Some difficulties which aroie in the treaties, particularly that t—~v**
with the baron de Médavy, obliged me, in obedience to his ma-

jcfty's orders, to take a journey to Pvouen, which was followed by a

fécond to Paris, and another, more confiderable than both, to Sedan.

The duke of Bouillon gave daily new occafions of difcontent to

the king. When, thro' his majefty's interefr, he had married the heirefs

of Sedan, he promifed to bring him a certain number of troops -, but

he not only negleded to perform this promife, but alfo retained, with-

out afking the king's permiffion, the troops which he had lent him to

guard his frontier till he was in peaceable poffeiTion of his new prin-

cipality ; nor did he make any excufe for not fending them back, or

give him any account of the fituation of his affairs. His new gran-

deur inlpired him with the vanity of making himfelf be looked upon
as a formidable potentate in Europe. This, which he could not hope
from a ftate lb weak and confined as his, he fought to obtain by all

forts of artifices and intrigues in the neighbouring courts. All the

malecontents in Europe were fure of finding a prote&or in him, and
Vol. I. T t he
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1594. he was the main fpring that gave motion to the cabals of Auvergne
-—v——' and Entragues.

One day when the king Tent for me fo early in the morning that

I found him in bed, having only Ozeray and Armagnac in his apart-

ment, and that we were all confulting upon meafures to prevent the

dangerous defigns of fo many fecret enemies, his majefty dwelt in par-

ticular upon the duke of Bouillon, and feemed greatly affedled with

his ingratitude, after having conferred an obligation on him which
ought to have bound him for ever to his interefts. In effect, the king,

by promoting his marriage with mademoifelle de Bouillon, had given

him a proof of friendship fo much the ftronger, in that he acted againft

his own judgment, and the advice of all thofe to whom he had men-
tioned it. The next day after this converfation had paffed, Beringhen

prefented a gentleman to the king, in his chamber, who brought him
a letter from Bouillon, in which the duke informed his majefty of the

death of his wife, and excufèd his delay, by the grief and perplexity in-

to which her death had thrown him. This letter likewife gave the

king to underftand, that madam de Bouillon had left a will, in which
fhe bequeathed the principality of Sedan and all her eftates to her huf-

band, and put them under the protection of the king of France j be-

caufe it was expected, that her relations would give the duke of Bouil-

lon great difturbance about this donation. " That is to fay," faid the

king, wThenhehad finifhed reading the letter, " that the duke of Bouil-
" Ion has occafion for my afftftance : Is not this a very honourable
" way of proceeding ?"

To humble and puniih the duke, his majefty was ftrongly inclined

to leave him to ftruggle alone againft thefe difficulties ; but the native

fweetnefs of his difpoiition, and the remembrance of the duke's former

ferviccs, full influenced hjm in his favour. He anfwered the diike by

a compliment of condolance upon the death of the duchefs of Bouil-

lon ; and allured him of his willingnefs to affift him. If the king had

thought that this laft mark of his friendship would have recalled and

fixed the duke of Bouillon for ever in his duty, the commiftion of him
whom he knt with this letter would have ended in barely delivering

it to the duke ; and any inconfiderable perfon might have fufficed for

that : but this prince, aceuftomed to confer benefits only on the un-

grateful, would make this deputation anfwer feveral purpofes. He
turned towards me, and told me, that in his opinion I. was the pro-

pereft perfon to carry this letter, becaufe if of itfelf it was not able to

make



Book VII. MEMOIRS OF SULLY. 3 2
3.

make Bouillon adhere conftanfly to his duty, the arguments of a man, I594-

who had a right to reprefent it to him ftrongly, might perhaps ac- <

—"V"*-

complifh it} and thus, if neither produced the de fired effect, it was

necelfary to penetrate into the duke's fecrct defigns, and to examine

carefully the will and the fuppofed donation of madam de Bouillon.

This embaffy feemed too like that which had drawn the hatred

of the princefs and count of Soiffons upon me ; and my firft emo-

tions upon receiving it were caufed by my grief that the king's fervice

generally engaged me in fuch affairs. Henry, who gueffed part of

my thoughts, forgot nothing which he imagined capable of lelfening

what was diiagreeablc in this commiffion : he told me, That the fuccefi

which fortune teemed to annex to all affairs wherein I was employed,

as a reward due to my fidelity, induced him to chufe me, preferably

to any other, to tranfact this bufinefs : That none of my fcrvices were

loft upon him : And that he took extremely kind the attention I al-

ways ihewed to avoid or break off at y connections which were capable

of cooling my zeal for him. Speaking thefe words, he embraced me
tenderly; adding, with a kindnels that went to my heart, that he ear-

nestly intreated me to be careful of my own lecurity, lince I fhould be

oblig'ed to pais through places fubjecF to the Guiles, and toprelervemyielf

for a prince who loved me. Princes who behave in this manner cannot

be too faithfully icrved.

It happened very fortunately that I was at that time very well pro-

vided with money, having lent for remittances from Rolhy and Mo-
ret, where my wife was : therefore I law mylêlf in a condition to la-

tisfv, without delay, the king's impatience for my departure. Three

hours after I had received this order I went to Bruyères, where my
equipage lay, and, followed bv live and twenty troopers well armed,

in four days I arrived, without meeting with any bad accident, within

view of Sedan. The duke, being informed of my arrival, came to

meet me as far as the village of Torcy, which feparates this little ftate

from France : there he alighted, and affumed a melancholy air to re-

ceive mv compliments, and to read the king's letter. He loaded me
with perfonal civilities ; feemed charm.d with the choice his majelty

had made; and periifted (notwithilanding my repeated inllances) to

treat me as an ambalfador. I was conducted to very magnificent lodg-

ings, and all the expences of my retinue defrayed. He fhewed me,

with great complaifance, the formications he had railed about his caftle

ofbedan, by which, he allured me, it would be impregnable. I was

T t 2 not
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1 594. not of the fame opinion : all the expence the duke was at to ftrengthen
<«—"-v—-* this place, could not fupply the defect of its fituation.

The fiege of Laon, of which the duke enquired fome news, af-

forded us matter for entering into a more particular converfation. Af-

ter reiterated affurances of his attachment to the king, the duke afked

me, if the many fubjects of complaint which his majefty had received

from the Spanifh Low Countries, had not determined him to carry

the war there ; and ipoke to me of this project, as an affair he ardently

wifhed to fee executed. He dwelt much upon the advantage of this

war ; upon the manner in which the provinces ofLuxembourg, Liege,

and Namur, might be attacked ; upon the correfpondences which, with

this view, he carried on in the principal cities of Flanders ; and upon

the powerful affiftance he offered to lead there. It was not difficult to

believe, that he had uied his utmoft endeavours to promote a war,

of which all the advantage jwould be his : but it was far from being

fo with the king. His intereft was not concerned in it ; and with re-

gard to him, this fine project was a mere chimera. Indeed the duke,

tearing that at court it would be treated with contempt, omitted no-

thing which he thought might bring me to approve of it, by painting

it in the fineft colours, and with an air of difintereftednefs capable of

impofing upon me. After having thus difcourfed upon Flanders, he

plunged into politics, and difplayed all the powers of his eloquence

in proving to me, that, it being the king's chief intereft to deprefs the-

houfe of Auftria, he could never attain this end but by keeping up a

ftrict union with the proteftants. The king's late abjuration he fup-

pofed was but a neceffary ceremony, which had only changed him in

appearance ; and which he thought to prove fufficiently, by two or

three ftrokes of raillery upon fome iuperftitious practices of devout

catholics, upon the mendicant monks, and the equivocations of the

iefuits *.

The duke of Bouillon flopped here, like a man who was afraid to

explain himfelf too freely, and looked upon me earneftly with a feigned

inquietude. Hitherto I had liftened to him without interruption ; and

difcovered, without his perceiving it, all the ideas which rofe in that

ambitious brain. But many things ftill remained to be known, for

* The duke de Bouillon was generally mouth, on the opinions as well as on the

known for fo hot-headed and furious a perfons of catholics, was almoft of equal

lalvinift, that praife or blame from his weight.

1 which
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which it was only neceflary to let him fpeak a long time ; for it is not

poflible but that a man, who is at once extremely vain, and a great

talker, thould, at length, betray all his fecrets : I therefore forced a ("mile

into my countenance, and affumed the air of one filled with admiration

of his wit, his policy, and his eloquence. The duke's felf-love thus

agreeably flattered, he did not wait for much intrcaty, but reluming his

dilcourfe, he went on to make me fenfible of the true intereft of the

protectants, in the fituation affairs were at prefent in France. Here

it became neceifary for me to fupply, by my own furmifes, what he

left unlaid ; either becaufe the duke of Bouillon's exprefiion fuffered a

little from the conflraint he laid himfelf under, for fear of falling into

fome indifcretion *, or that lie thought the affectation of a myfterious

air did more honour to himfelf and the party, or indeed, that his dil-

courfe was built on a fyftem lb fublime, and ideas fo abifracted, that he

likewife was loll in it as well as I.

I recalled the duke from this too elevated flight; and he told me
in terms more plain, that the proteftants were fo much difguiled at

the king's converfion, that he could allay their apprehenlions no

otherwile, than by declaring war againft Spain conjointly with them ;

that, unlefs this was done, it would be impoflible to perfuade them
that they were not made a facrifice of, and for the future would be al-

ways expofed to the violences of the French catholics acting in concert

with the pope and the Spaniards. This piece of intelligence, from the

proof he brought of it, it is probable the duke himfelf thought as falfe

as it really was. He laid that Villeroy was commifiic ned by the dukes

of Lorrain, Maïenne, and Mercceur, to propofe to the king, who was
then at Fountainebleau, this union between France and Spain ; and that

the pope would not have refilled the king his apoilolic benediction,

with a bull, acknowledging him king of France, but becaufe he would

* The true character of the duke de " tiousofgiv 'ny thing underhishand.

Bouillon, is thus given us: " On fet pur- " A man interprets what he has fpoken as

he ufed to exprefs himfelf," fays " h'epleafes; and he agrees only to fomuch
the writer of his life, " in fo dark and " of it as he thinks proper, retrenching
" perplexed a manner, that he could give to " more or lei's. He approves or difap-
" what hei'poke any fen le that he pleafed.. " proves as he thinks convenient. But
" He pretended that there were fome nice " the cafe is not the lame with regard to

" conjunctures, in v. hich a man mull either "what is written, &c." M. de Sully
" be Idem, or follow his manner of fpeak- was of a quite contrary opinion. We may
" inn." Another maxim of the duke de hnd fome politicians, who will not condemn
Bouillon's, according to the fame writer, the duke de Bouillon ; but none who does

was, " That a man ought to be very cau- not commend the duke de Sully.

have
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i 594. have this union the preliminary. To this proof Bouillon added others
—-v-—' equally groundlefs, by which he thought to make it appear that the

catholics had wholly, eftranged the king from the proteftants, and had
prevailed upon him to uie them with great injuftice. The grievances

of the protestants thus effablilhed, the duke was willing to inform me
of the remedy they had thought proper to apply. They were pre-

paring, he faid, to fortify immediately all their ftrong towns, to çhuie a

leader out of the kingdom, and within it (but the place he did not

name) to eftablim a general council for the affairs of religion, to which
all the different churches were to addrefs themfelves, and which was
to determine, in the laft refort, all the affairs of the ten other provincial

councils, into which the calvinift part of France was to be divided; and
•that the power of this fovereign council might be abiblute and uncon-
tefted, a protedor or foreign prince was to be put at its head, capable of

making it refpected.

Whilst he was talking of thefe fubjeefs, the duke of Bouillon, ac-

cording to the occafion he had to dazzle, convince, or deceive me, af-

l'umed fucceffively the character of a friend and ally of the king's, a good
proteftant, or a mere relator of faifts, but always that of a man con-

summate in the politician's art, and the depolitary of all the fecret af-

fairs of the proteftants. He could not, however, involve himfelf (o well

in myftery, but that I comprehended plainly enough, that all thefe

fchemes of high and low councils, thefe regulations lb particularifed,

might very probably have their rife in the duke's own brain, and not in

the fynods of St. Maixant, and St. Foi, as he would have had me believe.

This foreign prince for protestor, efpecially, feemed to me to be en-

tirely his own invention, and in reality himfelf, who gave his own views

for determined fchemes, and whole fole end (for what Springs will not

ambition put in motion f ) was perhaps merely this ; that by communi-
cating thefe deligns to the court, as if the calvinifts had really formed
them, and were ready to put them in execution, I Should raife the-king's

indignation againft them ; and by this artifice he would oblige the hu-
guenots to take fuch a relblution as he wilhed, but durft not openly in-

fpire them with ; which was, to chufe him for a leader, whom the-ha-

tred and complaints of the catholics pointed out to them for a defender.

All that happened in the lequel lias but the more confirmed me in this

belief. /

After having thus, as he imagined, made me fubfervient to his

defigns, the duke reflected that he lhould lofe more than he gained, if

the
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the king, of whole affiltance he flood in need, fhould entertain any

fufpicion to his disadvantage; he therefore referved a moil refined ftroke

of policy for the laff.. This was to allure me, that thefe propofals had

indeed been made him, but that, far from approving them, or ottering

his afiiftance, he had done every thing in his power to prevent fuch de-

lîgns taking place ; in which he had not the good fortune to fuc-

ceed. Can any thing be imagined more treacherous and crafty ! Cer-

tainly, if the duke of Bouillon was able to Matter himfelf, that thefe arts

would leave me in abfolute ignorance of the affairs of the proteftants,

and the difpofitions of the feditious, he could not hinder me from per-

ceiving at leaft fome of his own particular fentiments with regard to

the prince whom he betrayed.

I could no otherwife anfwer a difcourfe lb full of artifice, than by

confining mylelf to plain and limple truths, which is the moft effectual

way to difconcert thefe lb curioully-difguifed politicians. I a flured him,

in few words, that the king was not, nor ever would be, changed with

regard to the proteftants ; that he was willing to grant them all the ad-

vantages they could realbnably demand, but that the prefent fituation

of his affairs would oblige him to defer fome time longer thofe tefti-

monies of his friendship : that his majefby had not forgot any of thofe

caufes which Spain had given him to hate her : and that he would al-

ways preferve a lively refentment of them, even if he were not to enter

into the common concern of Europe, to put a flop to the delign of the

houfe of Auftria for univerfal monarchy ; but that, in order to fecure

fuccefs, it was neceifary that all fhould be quiet within his kingdom,
fince it might be expected that Spain would defend herfelf in a different

manner, when fhe law herfelf directly attacked, than fhe had done in a

war, wherein fhe had only engaged as an auxiliary.

I told the duke de Bouillon, that I readily believed all he had laid

to me with regard to himfelf, fincehemuitbe fenfible that the principles

of honour, juflice, and gratitude, pointed out to him too plainly the

conduct he ought to obferve with the king, to leave him a poffibility

ef miftaking it. He refufed me the troops I demanded for Henry,
nor would he permit me even to perufe madam de Bouillon's laft will ;

laying, that fhe had fealed it in a cafket, and exacted a promile from
him, that he would not open it but with the ufual forms of law, if

any one fhould queition the validity of it ; and that fhe had afterwards

obliged him to confirm this promife with an oath. It was not difficult for

me to comprehend that any remonllrances from me would be ufelefs ;

therefore»
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therefore, my commifllon being now completed, I refolved to return

immediately to Laon.

I was greatly furprized, on my arrival at the camp, to meet the

king, who was going to hunt, palling fo near the walls of the city

that he was within mufquet-fhot of it : but I was ibon informed that

both fides had lain down their arms, the city having capitulated upon
condition to furrender in ten days, if within that time they were not

alîîfted by an army, or at leaft if a reinforcement of eight or nine hun-
dred men were not thrown into the place. Henry made me keep clofe

befide him during the chace, that he might hear all the particulars of

my journey. When I told him that the duke of Bouillon refufed to

fhew me the will of the deceafed duchefs, he replied, that he knew
from thence what he ought to think of the donation *. He entertained

the fame opinion of the duke of Bouillon as I did, " who offers," faid

he, " to be a mediator in difturbances which he himfelf has been the
" author of." Nor was he lets difpleafed at his refilling to fend the

troops he demanded : butin the prefent conjuncture it was necefiary

that his majeily (hould dilTembie all thefe occafions of difcontent with

the duke ; and therefore, in public, he feemed to be very well fatisfied

* In order to deftroy the fufpicions which
I lie whole of this account might raife as to

the reality of that donation of the duchefs

of Bouillon, I will give you what the

duke dc Bouillon's biographer fays on this

head. " By her lafl will," lavs he-, " (he
" appointed theduke deÊouillon, herhuf-
" band, her univerfal heir. It was cur-
" rently reported that, notwithstanding
" this laft will of the duchefs, the fuc-
" cefîion would be cohtefled with her
" hufband : the truth is, Charles de la

" Mark, the count de Maulcvrier, uncle
" to Charlotte de la Mark, alledged that
;:

thisifucceffion belonged to him, and that

" /he could not difpofe of it, in favour of
4k her hufband, to his prejudice. The
" dike de Montpenfier pietended like-

li.tt the fovereignties of Bouillon,
" Sedan, Jamets and Raucourt, could not
<c be contefted with him ; ash.
*' fuhllituted therein by Robert d
" the laft duke of Bouillon. Tl.
" Bouillon thought it more eligible to

" accommodate matters with thefe two

" claimants, than to engage in alaw-fuit,
" which would divert him from the exe-
" cution of his grand defigns: the accom-
" modation was concluded ; and the fo-

" vereign jurifdiction of Bouillon, Sedan,
" and Raucourt, remained in property to

" him." Hid. de Henry duc de Bouil-

lon, par Marfolier, torn. II. liv. iv. This
hiftorian likewife ("peaks of tile duke de

Sully's journey to Sedan, and of the pro-

tection which Henry IV. offered the duke
de Bouillon on this occafion. But here we
cannot but obferve, that it would have been

much better not to quote, on this fubject,

S ni ly's Memoirs, than to difguife their fenfe,

and conceal, as he has d»ne, the objection

that arifes from the text of thefe Memoij
and this fomuchthe rather (it would be to

no purpofe to dilTembie it, after all thathas

been faid of it, and very lately, by Ainclot

de la Houfiaye, in his Memoirs, in the ar-

ticle Bouillon la Mark) fomuchthe rather,

I fay, as Henry IV. and theduke de Sully,

are not the only pcrfons whofeem todoubt

of the reality of fuch donation.

with
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with hi conduct, and determined to maintain him in Sedan. With
refpect to the war with Spain, which I was commiffioned to propofe to

him, he deferred deliberating on it to another time, in full council.

The count of Sommerive, du Bourg, and Jeannin, finding it im-
poffible for them to prevent the infurrettion of the citizens and the

garrilbn of Laon, who were incenfed againft them as tyrants that had
rendered their domination infupportable, thought proper to yield be-

fore the time prescribed for delivering the city to the king. They had
no longer any hopes of affiftance after the misfortune which happened
to a reinforcement tbe duke of Maïenne endeavoured to throw into

the place. This reinforcement coming too late near Laon, to have
any hopes of furprizing the befieger;, thought it belf to wait for night

in the wood, where they kept themfelves Concealed all day. The
king hunting in that part of the foreit at the fame time, his dogs dis-

covered the ambufcade. The enemies, although eight or nine hun-
dred in number, inftead of {hewing themfelves, or attacking the king,

who had only three hundred horfe with him, thought they mould be

able to avoid an abfolute difcovery by feparating, the better to conceal

themfelves : but the dogs ftill continued to purilie them, and the king's

troop arriving in the mean time, they were unprized in fo great a dis-

order, that our footmen and fervants only, widiout any affiftance from
the three hundred horfemen, made themfelves matters of them, and
pillaged them entirely.

After the furrender of Laon, the king judged it necenary to take

a journey to the frontiers of Flanders ; his chief inducement to it being

the hopes that many of thefe cities would furrender to him at his ap-

proach. The event did not anfwer his expectations ; and his majefty

drew no other advantage from his journey, than confirming in their

allegiance Amiens, Abbeville, Montreuil, Pcronne, and feveral other

cities, into each of which he made a folemn entry. I can fay no more
of the tranfiidtions here, the king's fervice calling me at that time to

Paris upon affairs of lefs importance than the former, and which for

that reafon I (hall not enter into a particular detail of, any more than

of what paffed in the different provinces of the kingdom. The reduc-

tion of Morlais, and Qmmper, by maréchal * d'Aumont, with the

* He was killc I the following vearwhen words, / have got it. He was generally

befieging Comper, by a cannon-ball that efteemed, and generally regretted. S

broke his arm to ihatters; being upwards eulogy and great qualities in M. de Thou,
of feventy years of age : he faid no more b. cxiii.

when he found himfelfwounded, than thefe

Vol. I. U u affiftance
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aflîftance of the Englifh forces; the building of Fort du Croific, by the

duke of Mereceur, at the head of the Spaniards, to be a check upon

Breft, were the moft ccnfiderable exploits of the two parties in Brit-

tany. Savoy, Piedmont, Provence and Dauphiné, continued to be

the theatre of a* war always favourable toLefdiguieres, againft the duke

of Savoy, notwithstanding the defeat and taking -f-of Crequy.

The duke of Maïenne, feeing Laon taken, almoft all Picardy in the

king's party, the chief officers of the league, and the duke of Guife

himielf, difpofed to treat foon of an accommodation with his majefty,.

yielded at laft to the advice of the prefident Jeannin %, who had long

prefled him to fix himfelf in one particular province, and there make
powerful efforts in time, to render himielf independent ; fo that, after

fortune had fubjedled all to the king, which he doubted not would

foon happen, he might at leaft have fecured a retreat to ihelter him in

the reverie of his.

Burgundy was the province
||
fixed upon by the duke of Maïenne;

and he marched thither with his forces, after placing good garrifons in

Dourlens, La-Fere, and Soiifons. Befides his being already in pof-

feffion of great part of this province, its contiguity to Savoy, Franche

Comté, Lorrain, Switzerland, and Germany, from whence he hoped

to draw great fupplies, was a farther inducement for him to fix there.

The pope, and the emperor, feemed to enter into his views : he might

ftrengthen his right of conqueft, by a resignation in form, which

Spain would grant him fo much the more willingly, as by that means

fhe would revive a claim upon Burgundy, long fince fuppreffed, but

never wholly renounced. All thefe probable advantages made it be

believed by many perlons, that the ancient kingdom of Burgundy was

upon the point of being reftored. The duke of Ma'ienne's conduct in

thefe quarters, the remaining part of this year, and till the month of

April in the following, fupported this opinion ; and I had lefs reafon

* See thefe military expeditions in the years before, at his return from Spain, he

hiftorians. had been the <irft to advife the duke de

f Charles de Crequy, fon-in-law to Maïenne to come to an agreement with

Lefdiguieres, coming to the relief of Aigue- the king ; as being difgufted at the haugh-

belle, befieged by the duke of Savoy, was tinefs and exceffive vanity with which the

defeated and taken prifoner. This did not king of Spain in treating with him, had

happen till 1598. faid, my town of Paris, my town of Orleans,

X I know not if the author does not here as if France had a&ually been his own.

a little too lightly tax this prefident : at
||
The duke of Maïenne was governor

leaft it has been faid that more than two of this province.

than
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than any other to doubt of his intention in this refpect, after the let- 1594-

ters I faw at Paris, in the hands of the cardinal of Bourbon. v*-"-v—«»

But, unfortunately for the duke of Mai'enne, the Burgundians

were not difpofed to make choice of a fubject for their mafter : they

never before gave fuch convincing proofs of their fidelity to their fove-

reign. The duke of Guife beginning with endeavours to fecure Beaune,

by throwing a ftrong garrifon into it, the burghers rofe againft them,

defeated them, and forced them to lhut themfelves up in the caftle: and

as they might Hill furfer great inconveniences from them, they for-

tified themfelves with barricades againfl: the caftle, and invited maré-

chal Biron to come» to their ailiftance, permitting him to lodge his little

army fix weeks within their walls. They afterwards attacked the

caftle in form, with a battery of twelve pieces of cannon ; and carried

on their works fo vigoroully, that they drove out at laft the garrifon

of the league. I mail give an account hereafter of the expeditions

in Burgundy ; at prefent I muft leave them, to return to the affairs of

the capital.

I perceived the cardinal's ill nefs to increafe lb prodigioufly every

day, that, not doubting but his end was very near, I ftaid at Paris to

give the king immediate notice, of it. He died without making that

dilpofition of his benefices * which he feemed to have fo ardently de--

fired. His majefty was afflicted at his death, having loft a good kinf-

man and an affectionate fubject. He wrote to me, that he was tired

with the importunity of lèverai perfons who coveted the cardinal's fpoils;

and that, to get rid of them, his general anfwer was, that they were

already difpofed of. His deligns with regard to thefe benefices were

as follows; In the agreement with the abbot de Tiron, certain abbeys

belonging to the chancellor and the governor of Pont de l'Arche were

yielded to him, for which thole two gentlemen demanded to be largely

indemnified out of the benefices of the deceafed cardinal. The king

was defirous that the abbé de Tiron fhould releale thefe abbeys to

the proprietors, and receive in exchange for them the archbilhopric of

Rouen, valued at thirty thoufand livres a year, but charged by the king

with the payment of a pennon of four thoufand crowns, which he bad

* He was archbifhop of Rouen, abbé as a prmcé who lôtfë(f the fciences ; he '

of St. Denis, of St. Germain-des-Pres, eloquent, mild, send Oi

ol St. Ouenand St. Catherine x>f Rouen, fi: i< hi, but .- u m 1
, w...

1

.. H

of Oi'c.imp, &c. De Thou reprefent's him the 28th of July.

U u 2 promiièd
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promifed to the chevalier d'Oife *, retaining for himfelf Gaillon-houfe:,

which he defigned to purchafe from the abbé ; and ordered me to

prevail upon him to accept of this equivalent. As for the abbey of

St. Ouen, one of the fineft benefices the deceafed cardinal had pof-

fefFed, the king, as yet, had not bellowed it on any one; and he had

the goodnefs to tell me, that he would not do it without charging it

with a penlion of ten thouland livres for me.

Thk greatest difficulty I met with in managing the king's affairs at

Paris, was to communicate his prudent oeconomy to the directors of

his finances, the iuperintendant elpecially. The abufe of luffering the

finances to become a prey to favourites (an evil, the fource of which
may be traced back to the reign of Charles VIII.) had in. this lait

reign increafed to fuch a degree, that had a man of the greateft in-

duftry, prudence, and integrity imaginable, been at the head of the

finances, he perhaps would not have been able to prevent the bad con-

fequences of fo prodigious a diffipation : and, unhappily, d'O -f pof-

fefled none of thefe qualities. His difpofition, naturally leaning to-

wards profufion, indolence, and voluptuoufnefs, had been wholly ruin-

ed by all thofe vices for which the court of Henry III. was famous,

deep play, unbounded debauchery, expenfive follies, domeftic difor-

ders, and extravagances of every kind. D'O was on a footing with

Bellegarde J, Souvrai, Villequier, Quélus, Saint-Luc, Maugiron, Saint-

Mégrin, Livarrot, Joyeufe, Epernon, la Valette, du Bouchage, Ther-
mes, and many other lefs declared favourites : and the title of minion

was all the recommendation he had for a port which the moil: carelefs

princes think fit, for their own interefL to except from thofe with

which they reward fuch fort of fervants.

* George de Brancas Villars, brother to giron. Paul Stuart de Cauflade fièurde St,

admiral de Villars. Megrim Jean d'Arces de Livarrot. Anne
t Francis d'O, lord of Freines,. Mail- de Joyeufe. John Louis and Bernard de

lebois, Sic. firft gentleman of the bed- Nogaret. Henry de Joyeufe, count du Bou-
chamber, governor of Paris and the iflc of chage, afterwards a capuchin. John de St.

France, fuperintendant of the finances, Latry de Thermes, or Auguftus baron of

Sic. " He furpaffed kings and princes in Thermes. Tho' Souvrai had been one of
" extravagance and prodigality; for, even Henry Ill's favourites, he fhould not be
" to his fuppers, he had pies made of raufk ranked in the number of this prince's minir
" and amber ferved up, that amounted to ons: he was aman of an acknowledged rat-
" twenty-five thouland crowns." Journal rit and probity. Henry III. faid, that if he

de l'Etoile, ann. 1594, p. 37- were neither king nor prince,he would glad-

% Roger de St. Larry de Bellegarde. ly be Souvrai.. He refufed the commimon
Gilles de Souvrai. René de Villequier. with which Henry III. would have charged

Jacques Levis de Caylus or Qiiclus. Fran- him, to aflaflinate the maréchal de Mont-
as d'Epirai de St. Luc. Francis de Mau- morency, when in prifon. DeThou,b. lxi.

j Such
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Such was the man by whom the finances were conducted at a

time, when, minions and miftreffes being excluded from the council,

one would have expected they mould have been put under other ma-
nagement : and what is ftill more furprizing, the king, in his moft

urgent occalions, had not even the privilege of dividing his own reve-

nues with the fuperintendant. DO did not fcruple. to let him lofe a

city or a governor for the want of a very inconiiderable fum of mo-
ney, while at the lame time he denied none to his own pleafures.

Lieramont *, governor of Catelet, applied to me, to folicit the pay-

ment of his garrifon from d'O : I thought the affair of fuch impor-

tance, that I fubdued my reluctance to aik a favour of him, and ac-

quitted my felf of my commiilion ; but with little fuccefs. The Iu-

perintendant, after I had left him, laid to meilleurs d'Edouville -j- and

de Moulfy, that he had rather fee this place in the hands of Spaniards

than proteltants. Lieramont was of that religion. Mouffy, who was

my kinlman, repeating this difcourfe to me, I declared to the fuperin-

tendant, that he mould be anfwerable for the place, if it were loft for

want of" this payment. But the menace had little effect on him.

Fortunately for the king, a retention of urine delivered him,

a few days after, from fo bad a fubject. And it is worthy of obser-

vation, that this man, who was pofieiled of more than four millions,

or rather all the money in the kingdom, which he difpofed of al-

moll absolutely ; more Iplendid in his equipages, his furniture, and his

table, than the king himfelf, was not yet abandoned by his phyilcians,

when his relations, who had always feemed to bear him great affec-

tion, his domeilics '\, and fome others, under the title of creditors,

pillaged him with fuch eagernefs, and lb completely, that a long time

before he expired there was nothing left but bare walls in the chamber
where he lay ; as if fortune thought fit to finifh with him at leafl by

an act of juftice ||.

* Francis de Dampierre, fieur de Liera- " that all the world cheats us." Le Grain,

mont or Liermont. b. \ii.

\ . . . . fieur d'Edou\ illc, .... Bou-
||

" If," fays M. de Grillon, " each

tillicr, fieur Mouffy. " muft give in his accounts above, I be-

% He had no children by Charlotte Ca- " lieve that poor d'O will find himfelt

therine de Villequier, his wife. " Hen- " much at a lofs to find good documents
" ry IV. playing at tennis with M. d'O, " for his. It was faid that he died very

" made him obferve that the marker ftole " much in debt, more than he was worth ;

" their balls, and afterwards called to " and that there were rive and twenty
" him with a loud voice, " D'O, you fee " or thirty officers in his houfe when he.

Thr
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1594. The king returned to Paris to treat of a truce, which the duke of
'—**-v——' Lorrain requefted inftantly ; and of an accommodation with the duke

of Guile, who folicited it by the duchefs * of Guife his mother,

the king's coufin-german, and mademoiselle de Guife his filter. It

mud be confefTed, that of all thole perfons who had been in ams
againft the king, the duke of Guife deferved mod indulgence. To
the common motives of religion and independence, which feemed to

authorize all things, he joined that of a father aflaffinated by the com-
mand of the prefent king's predectlfor. It was madam de Guife, his

mother, whofe perfuafions chiefly induced him to take this ftep : fhe

was continually reprefenting to her fon, that the revolt of the princes

and nobility of the kingdom, which in the beginning was juftified by
religion, became criminal after Henry had removed the only obftacle

that could hinder him from enjoying his right of inheritance to the

crown.

In any other age, which had not, like this, loft every diftindion

between virtue and vice, this woman would have been the ornament
of her fex, for the qualities of her heart and mind. Her whole con-

duct was regulated by a native rectitude of foul ; lb that it was eafy to

fee that fhe had not even the idea of evil, either to act or to advife

it : and at the fame time of fo fweet a difpofition, that fhe never was
fubjected to the fmalleft emotion of hatred, malignity, envy, or even

ill humour. No woman ever pofieffed lb many graces of converfa-

tion, or added to a wit fo fubtil and refined, a fimplicity lb artlefs and

agreeable. Her repartees were full of fait and fprightlinefs ; and the

pleafing, as well as greater qualities, fo happily blended in her com-
pofition, that fhe was, at once, tender and lively, tranquil and gay. It

** died. The treafurers regretted him ex- " and it" he kept her in favour with the
" tremely, and called him their father: " king. M. Seguier, the dean, who
"

it was even faid, that three of them " aflifted him to the laft, as likewife did
" gave each fifty crowns to Collot to en- " his brothers, repeated to him, as he
" gage him to drefs him properly. M. le " was dying, Have mercy on me, God.
" Grand, his good friend, was almoft dif- " Some of the laft words he fpoke were,
" tradted for his lofs; for he allowed him " Remember me to his majefty ; he will
** every year one hundred thoufand franks " know better, after my death, wherein
" to fpend. Madame was not all lorry for " I have been of ferviee to him, than he
"

it, becaufe he almoft ftarved her: thofe " did while I lived." L'Eroile, ibid.
" of the religion regretted him as little, * Catherine of Cleves, wife to the duke
" for he wilhed them no good. Madam of Guile who v B killed at Blois, Charles

de Liancourt mourned for him, becaufe of Lorrain duke of Guile.

fhe could do with him as fhe pltafed ;

was
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was not long before the king became perfectly well acquainted with 1594.
the character of this lady ; and from that moment he not only forgot *—v J

all his relentment, but alio behaved towards her with all the familiarity

and franknefs of a iincere friend. He contented to give the neceflary

paflports to the fieurs de la Rochette, Perigord, and Bigot, whom
the duke of Guife tent to propote his demands; and, wholly fubdued

by the inftances of thete two ladies, named, on his fide, three agents

to treat with the duke : thete were the chancellor de Chiverny, the

duke de Retz, and Beaulieu-Rute, Secretary of ftate.

De-These three perfons, to Shew their great lkill in negotiating

gan at firft by ufing all thote turns and artifices which policy has un-

leafonably introduced in the place of that frank and open conduct, that

without deceiving any one, produces the fame effect. Their confe-

rences Lifted ten days liiccefiively ; yet at the end of this time the imall-

eft preliminary was not fettled. Madam de Guile, who was tortured

by thete affected delays, came one day into the king's apartment, when
his majefty did me the honour to converfe with me, holding my hand ;

and turning thedilcourte upon the treaty with her fon, She complained
to the king, with her ufual gracefulnefs, but mingled with a little im-
patience, that he had employed three men, " who go," faid (lie,

" three different roads to reach no end ; the firft, by never faying
" more than thete words, We. mufl Gonfider ; We majl advjfe ; Let us

" do better : the tecond, by not understanding himtelf, although he
*' fpeaks continually : and the third, by never ceafing to find fault."

This was, in reality, the true character of the three negotiators. This
lady, fuffering hertelf to be wholly tranfported by her zeal for the

king, and tendernefs for her fon, taking his majefty \s hand, which (he

killed, notwithstanding Henry's endeavours to the contrary, She con-

jured him to receive the returning allegiance of the duke of Guile,

and give her the confolation to fee her family reftored to the favour

of their king. She Spoke with an effufion of heart fo Strong and lively,

that the king, affected by it even to tears, could not hinder himtelf

from anfwering, " Well coufin, what is it you defire me to do ? I

" can refute you nothing." " All I defire," replied She, " is, that
" you will name the perfon whote hand your majefty holds to treat

" with my lbn." " What !" returned the king, " this wicked hu-
" guenot. Truly I grant him you very willingly, although I know
" that he is your kinfman, and that he has a very great friendship for

" you." That very moment he took away the cognizance of this af-

fair from the three commiliaries, and cauted a commilhon, under the
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great feal, to be given to me; not only for fettling the treaty with the

duke of Guife *, but alfo for the affairs of the whole province of

Charapaigne. It may be eafily imagined, that after this the chancel-

lor bore me no good-will ; but it is the part of an old and artful cour-

tier, to appear lb much the more obliging and refpeclful to thofe who
are in favour, as the refentment he harbours againft them in his heart

is fevere and killing. Chiverny f, indeed, excelled in this art.

The duke of Guife had begun with very extravagant propositions,

which if he had infilled upon, would have rendered his treaty inef-

fectual. Doubtlefs, he was induced to make them, through his know-
ledge of thofe peifons to whom he was referred : he thought, that to

obtain fomething he mud demand a great deal. He claimed no lefs

than the pod cfhigh fteward of the king's houfhold, which the count

of Soiifons had been in poffefTion of ever fince the affaffination of the

duke of Guife, when it was bellowed upon him ; to polfefs the govern-

ment of Champaigne, which had likewife been given to the duke of

Nevers ; to enjoy alfo the benefices of his uncle, the cardinal of Guife,

particularly the ;archbifhopric of Rheims, then actually poffeffed by

M. du Bec, a relation of madam de Liancourt, the king's miftrefs.

He added feveral other articles ; but thefe three gave rife to the greateft

difficulties. The duke of Guife, being informed of the change of

the commifiioners, relolved immediately to lelfen the extravagance of

his demands ; and wrote to the duchefs, his mother, and to his agents,

to conclude a treaty with me upon reafonable conditions, and even at

any price whatever. He had foon after a new inducement to finilh

the treaty, as foon as poffible, which I was ignorant of: he had difco-

vered that the city of Rheims (the mofl confiderable prefent he had

to offer the king) defigning to make a merit of returning to its obe-

dience voluntarily, had folicited the reft: of the province to do the like;

and had already drawn great part of it into their views. The duke of

Guife, to prevent this inconvenience, having attempted to place a

garrifon there, the inhabitants declared that they would guard the city

themfelves; and this refufal caufing a debate, they anfwered the duke's

menaces by others no lefs haughty.

* Sec M. de Thou, b. cxi. who gives + Philip Hurault de Chiverny, chanccl-

himfelf fome fhare in this accommodation lor of France, died in 1599, aged 72.

with the duke of Guife.

After
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After the fécond conference I had with the duke's agent, there 1594.
was no mention either of the poft or high fteward of the houfhold, the '-

government of Champaigne, or of the benefices ; and thofe three ob-

being removed, I faw very little difficulty remaining. I pro-

pofed to the king, the drawing the duke of Guile from Champaigne,

to fix him in Provence, by giving him that government for a recom-

pense j lb that, his intereft there being united with that of Lef-

diguieres, and Ornano, who fupporte.i the king's party againft the

duke of Epernon,. they might at once join to reduce the power of

that formidable fubjecT;. The king contented to this lb much the more
willingly, as by the manner in which the family of Guile acfed with

him, he judged he might depend upon their fidelity; and he ordered

me to conclude with him upon this plan. I made the propoial to the

duke's agents, and, upon reiterated commands from his majefty, ufed

lb much diligence in fettling all other matters, that the next evening

the treaty with the duke of Guife was concluded and figned by me for

the king, and by madam de Guife, and the duke's three commillione>.

fur him.

The next day fix deputies from the city of Rheims arrived at Paris:

addreffing themfelves to me, told me that the king needed not

v any great rewards upon the duke of Guile, not only becaufe

Rheims was no longer in his power, but becaufe the inhabitants were
ready to deliver him up to the king. They did not require to be in-

troduced to his majefty, but faid that they would be fatisfied with his

approbation in writing, or only mine ; fubmitting it to the king to

grant them what recompence he Ihould think lit : and ended with

; me, according to cuftom, a prelent of ten thoufand crowns,

which I neither could, nor would accept of. I thanked them in the

king's name for their good- will; and allured them that he would, with

great pleafure, receive this teftimony of it. I deferred giving them an

anfwer, till I had received orders from his majefty, to whom I went
immediately to relate all that had palled. The king was at that time

in his clofet, from whence he made every one but Beringhen depart,

and liftened to me walking, often (baking his head, and lmi'ing,

through a reflection on the natural levity and inconftancy of the people.

He afterwards took me aiide to the window, and deiired me to tell him
what terms I was upon with the duke of Guife. As foon as I had in-

formed him that the treaty was concluded, he did not helitate a mo-
ment whether or not he fliould obferve it ; but he would not, however,

Vol. I. X x appear
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1594. appear infenfible of the affection of the city of Rheims. I introduced
*-—V*—

' the deputies to him, whom he thanked as became a king, beftowing

upon them a very considerable reward with an air fo gracious, that they

returned full of joy and admiration.

The treaty with the duke of Guife being with the ufual form
figned by * Gêvres for the king, the duchefs and mademoifelie de

Guile demanded his majefly's permiffion for the duke to come him-
felf, and aflure him of his obedience. I wrote to him to feek for no
other fecurity than that permiffion : and he made no fcruple to com-
ply with my injunctions. He affembled as many of his friends as he
could, and came and threw himfelf at the king's feet, with fo many
marks of a fincere repentance, that the king, who penetrated into his-

inmoft foul, inftead of reproaches, or a filence which on fuch occafions

is more terrible than the fevereft reproaches, made ufe of all his en-

deavours to reafiure him : he embraced him three feveral times, ho-
noured him with the name of nephew, treated him with the greateft

tendernefs and freedom, and without affecting either to avoid or recall

what had paffed, mentioned the deceafed duke of Guife with honour.

He faid that they had been friends in their youth, although often rivals

for the fame ladies; and that the duke's good qualities, and a confor-

mity of difpolition, had united them in a fixed averfion to the duke of

Alenyon. A friend, who endeavours to reconcile himfelf to his friend

after a flight quarrel, could not have behaved otherwife ; and all thofe

that were-witnefles of this reception, could never fufhciently admire a

king, who, with fo many qualities to infpire fear, employed only thofe

that created love.

The duke of Guife, abfolutely gained by this difcourfe, replied ta

the king, that he would neglecf nothing to render himfelf worthy of
the honour his majefty did the memory of his father, and the fenti-

ments he was pleafed to entertain of himfelf: and from that time he
took fuch care to convince him that his refped: and fidelity to him would
continue inviolable, that the king,, forgetting all which any other, in his.

iitiution, \\ otdd have apprehended from the railing again a family \

had made kings tremble, lived with him familiarly, and admitted him
with the other courtiers into all his parties of pleafure : for fuch was
the character of Henry, that that exterior gravity, which the r :

* Lewis Potier île Gcvrcs, fecretary of de Blancmcnil his elder brother, tl

fta e. From him is descended the branch Novion.,

c Qfevr.es j and from Nicoks Potier

dignity
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:/ makes it ncceffary to aflume, never hindered him from r<

jng himfelf up freely to pleafures, which an equality of conditions

fpreads over fbtiety, The truly great man knows how to he by turns,

and as occaiions require, whatever he ought to be, mailer, or equal,

king, or citizen : it is no diminution of his greatnefs,- to unbend him-
felf in private, provided that he (hews himfelf, in his public character,

capable of performing all the duties of his high ftation : the courtier

will never forget that he is with his mafter.

Madam de Guife entering the king's apartment fome days after,

when the duke of Guile prefênted the napkin to his majefty for a light

repartWhich he took in the afternoon, fhe again took occaiion to ex-

prefs her gratitude to him for his goodnefs to her fon, and told him,
with a lively emotion, that if ever the duke of Guile was deficient in

his duty and obedience, lhe would difinherit him, and dilbwn him for

her fon. The king, running to embrace her, afTured her that he, cm

his fide, would ever preferve for the duke, and his whole family, the

tendernefs of a father.

The treaty I had juft concluded with the duke of Guife did not

fail to be loudly exclaimed againft. His own particular enemies, and that

fort of people which fwarm about a court, who have no other bufinefs

than to decry the conduce ofperfons in place, united themfelves againft

me, and being fecretly fupported by thofe from whom the cognizance

of this affair was taken, proclaimed every where, that I undertook this

commiiïïon only to pleafe madam de Guife. The duke of Epernon
was not filent on this occafion -, and whenever the duke of Guife and

he were mentioned together, he conftantly laid, that I had offended the

one without caufe, to oblige the other againft all realbn. Thefe dif-

courfes were fo often repeated to the king, that he was at laft made to

believe, I had acted with rather too much precipitation : however, he

was not dilpleafed with me upon that account.

It was not difficult for me to juftify myieif ; which I did by an

apology in writing, and prefented it to the king. I there defended my
conduct with the following reafons : That the king could not poffibly

grant the three articles before mentioned, without giving dilgutt to a

great many other perfons ; notwithstanding which, he would have been

obliged to grant them, if he had not had a government to bellow upon

the duke, which was the leaft recompence lie could expect, after re-

figning Champaigne, and yielding up fo many other claims : That with

X x 2 regard
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1594. regard to the government which was given him, no other could be
—~v—~J cliofen, from whence fewer bad confequences might be feared, than

from Provence *. For upon a fuppofition that the duke of Guife might
hereafter become capable of forgetting the new oath of allegiance he
had taken, there was little danger to be apprehended from him in a

province which had no communication with Lorrain, the Low Coun-
tries, and Burgundy efpecially : on the contrary, although none of the

duke's demands had been complied with, except the continuing him
in the government of Champaigne, yet by that, the danger of per-

petuating the war in thofe countries was incurred : That it was the

king's intereft. to referve to himfelf the power of beftowing the govern-

ment of Champaigne upon a man who mould not be only fincerely at-

tached to his fervice, but whole integrity likewife fhould be fo well

known, that the rebels in Burgundy might defpair of ever bringing him
to favour their views. With regard to the conveniency of fixing upon
Provence for the duke of Guife, I added that argument relating to the

duke of Epernon, which I have already touched upon. I recalled to

the king's remembrance, in a few words, the many occafions ofcom-
plaint this man had given him, his repeated revolts, his intrigues to

difengage all the catholics from his majeffy's party, his iniblent boalt

that he would never acknowledge any fuperior in his government, his-

laft proceedings at Villemur, and many other circumitances which cer-

tainly would do no honour to the hiftory of this imperious fubject. It

was oppofing one leader of the league by another, whom a thoufand

motives, beiides that of his own intereft, which ought always to be
regarded as the moil powerful, concurred to regulate his conduct by a
fyftem quite contrary to his former views.

Without dwelling upon the orders his majefty had given me-
with regard to the duke of Guife, nor the danger of a longer delay;

although the treaty with him had not been fo advantageous as it was
eafy to prove it was, I reprefented to the king, that he could not act

rigoroully towards a man, who had fo fteadily refufed all the offers

and moft flattering promifes from Spain, the dukes of Savoy, and
Lorrain, and the other enemies of the ftate

-f-,
to prevail upon hit»

to continue a war, which, however fhort a time it had lafted,

* The government was afterwards taken t The duke of Guife was hated by the

from him by cardinal Richelieu; who like- league, efpecially fince the time he had
wife took that of Picardy from the duke killed with his own hand, in a tumult, the

d'Elbeuf, and that of Burgundy from the ficur de St. Paul, his field lieutenant, who
duke de Bellegarde. was much beloved by them.

I WOllld.
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would have been a greater inconvenience to him, than all he had

granted to the duke of Guile. Nor ought it to be thought a matter

of little coniequence (whatever his and my enemies could lay) to gain

ever a man whole name and birth would always procure him a power-

ful party. I agree with them, if they pleafe, that this lord after all

made but an inconiiderable facrificeof unjuft claims, and uncertain ex-

pectations; nay I will reduce it lower, and afcribe it all to the king's

generofity; yet, if by that means he bound to his intereft, not a fingle

man only, but a family refpectable for their alliances, their riches, and

influence, it cannot be called an ufelefs generofity.

The king was ftruck by thefe reafons, and feemed greatly furprized

at my exact knowledge of Epernon. He did not think it proper to

permit this writing to be publilhed, becaufe of the truths it contained,

which it was not yet time to reveal. I fubmitted, without any difficulty,

for I never gave mylelf much trouble about the efforts of envy, having

always looked upon that paffion as an incurable difeafe. The duke of

Guile's whole conduct for the future made a ftill greater apology for

sne: he began his government by fo clear and ablblute a declaration of

his ièntiments,. that the feditious were deprived of all hopes of ever be-

ing able to feduce him. In all occalions wherein the king's fervice, or

the good of the ftate, required his affiftance, he behaved with equal

firmnefs and prudence. The reduction * of Marfeilles, which was

with reafon thought one of the bell: ftrokes of that kind, was his work ;

and with the help of Lefdiguieres, and the countefs of Sault, he Lb well

humbled the haughty Epernon, that he at laft obliged him to reftrair*

his rebellious dilpulition; and this proud fubjèct was feen to fubmit to

the king's mercy, and became one of his moil: afiiduous courtiers.

I never was unwilling to do juftice to the duke of Epernon, to

be among the rirft to enhance the value either of his perfonal fervices,

* This town was upon the point of be- it. chap. 12. Henry IV. upon recei

ing delivered up to the king of Spain, by the news of the reduction oi Ma :

two ofitsburgefTes, named Charles Cafaultj faid, "Itisnowth.it i am king." In the

and Lewis d'Aixj when the duke of Guile following campaign, the duke of Guifa
found means to make himfelf mafter of it, i eat deal of valour, in pui

by int lligence held with Pe;er and Bar- the Spaniards as far as Givry; and !

tnolomewLibertat,.two brothers,whqwere with his own hand, a trooper belonging

alfo burgefles of the fame town. They to the enemy, who had given him def

lault, beat the troops ofthe Spanifh Henry i\'. embracing him, fpoke thefe

fide, and let in, thro' the Porte-reale» the words, " Thofe who find old exai

duke of Guife, who pei I enter- " of virtue before them, mull im

prize with a great deal of conduit. See de " and repeat them, for fuch as c imeafter.!'

Thou, b, cxvi. D'Aubigné, torn. III. liv. P. Matthieu, torn. II. liv. i. r. 192.

or
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or thofe of his foldiers at Limoges, Saint-Germain, Ville-bois*, Char-
tres, Boulogne, Montauron, Antibes, and even at Villemur. I amforry
that the fubjecl: I treat on necefiarily engages me in a difcuflion which
may leffen the advantageous opinions that have been conceived of him;
but, fmce this is a place where nothing mould be concealed or difguhed,

what can, what ought to be thought of his conduct in Provence? Cer-

tainly, to afcribe it all to a bigotry in his religion, is fhewing the ut-

moft favour to his reputation. His panegyriits, who fo loudly extol

his moft inconsiderable actions, ought to be a little more moderate
when they reflect on his frequent revolts, and acts of difobedience; or

begin by eitabliihing it for a truth, that a Subject may be irreproach-

able, yet fail in his duty to his king, and his country, introduce difcord

and cohfufion to gratify his ambition, and give to violence the name of

right. If any panegyrics are to be beftowed here, doubtlefs it is the king
who merits them, who, after all thefe offences, received Epernon with

open aims, and never excluded him from favours; which in every re-

ipect, confidering his behaviour, were indeed mere favours to him.

After the death of d'O, there appeared among the candidates a

man, who, it was immediately thought, would have the poftoffuper-
Nicclas de intendant; this was Nicolas de Sancy, who wanted neither capacity,
Harlay de nor experience, for that ftation. Sancy might be very properly called

a man of wit, ufing this term in the fenfe that is generally given it, to

denote vivacity, fubtilty, and quicknefs of apprehenfion. But, as it is

very feldom found, that an excellent judgment is joined to thefe qua-

lities, Sancy fpoiled them all by a degree of vanity, caprice, and im-
petuosity, which fometimes rendered him infupportable. It is my opi-

nion of thefe Strong and lively imaginations in general, that although

they are commonly fuhject to two great faults, which are too much
fubtilty, and too little cleafnefs in their ideas, and coniufion and un-

fteadinefs in their Schemes, yet they ought not to be thought wholly

incapable of bufine.Cs; becaufe it often happens, that they hit upon ex-

pedients which would have efeaped more cautious and phlegmatic

minds: but there is almofl always occafion to watch over them, and to

correct their errors.

* See on each of thef :\ not he juftified in every particular; and
de la viedudue d'Epi ' at Pa- even hi» own hiftorian looks upon it as

ris, aim. 16^5. Villebois is a town of impoffible. All that can be faid is, that

. ' , which at this d la M. de Sully took pleafure to a

tte. You ma) lik ifult the faults, which the lait years of the duke
fame hiftory, as to the which d'Epernon's life lune almofl entirely ef-

wur Memoirs give this duke: hut he can- faced.

Sancv
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S ancy hcid long, and ufefuUy ferved Henry the third, and the reign-

ing king, both in Germany and Switzerland. Pie had infinuatedhim-

felf into Henry's favour by great complaifance, a fubtle behaviour, a re-

iined art in heightening his pleafure, and by becoming neceflary in his

afïairs of gallantry. Hence it was that he lived with this prince upon

terms of the gfeatéft familiarity. That he might negleâ nothing by

which he thought he fhould make his court fuccefsfully, he inveighed,

without ceafing, againft the diffipation of the finances ; and, as a flat-

terer generally goes beyond his mark, in railing at the fuperintendant

he could not help decrying likewile the fuperintendancy, as an em-
ployment ruinous to the ftate: by which he gave- good reafon to call his

w it i'i queftion. But he himfelf oppofed his advancement to this poil

by an obitacle ftill greater : he not only neglected to pleafed madam
de Liancourt *, then miftrefs to the king, but alio by an intemperance

of tongue, to which fuch perlons as he are very fubject, he had offend-

ed this lady on a very delicate occafion.

I know not whether the flory I am going to relate had ever any
foundation in truth. However this may be, thus the ftory ran in

Paris: His majefiy having lent Alibour, his fini: phyfician, to vint ma-
dam de Liancourt, who was indifpofed (this was in the beginning of

his addreffes to that lady) at his return he told the king, that Ihe w?.s

indeed a little dilbrdered, but that he need not be unealy, for the con-

fluence would be very good. " But you will not bleed and purge her?

faid the king to him. " J /hall be very careful how I do that," re-

plied the old man, with the lame fimplicity, " before ihe has gone half
" her time.

-

' " How!" interrupted the king, aftonifhed and dilbrdered

to the la ft degree : " what is it you fay, friend ? Surely you rave, and are

" not in your right fenfes." Alibour fuppoctcd his aifertion with good
proofs, which the king thought he fhould deftroy, by telling him upon
what terms he was with the lady. " I know not what you have done,
" or what you have not done, ' replied the old phyfician with great

cpmpofure, and for a complete proof referred him to four or five

months from that time. The king quitted Alibour with great rage, and
went immediately to reproach the lick fair one, who, no doubt,

well enough how to new drefs all the good man had ignorantly !

:

.i ;

for it was not perceived that any mifunderftanding happened be-

* T. fair G ibrielle, v. ho was fay, to this marriage, which was no
v 1 i olas d'Amerval, lord of Ltan- to lier liking: but Henry IV. knew very

b was forced by he? Eat! i . to hinder the conform
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tween the king and his miftrefs. It is certain, however, that the event

was exactly conformable to Alibour's prediction : but it was thought

that Henry, af»er a more ftridc examination, was brought to believe

that he had been miftaken in his reckoning, fince, inilead of difowning

the child which madam de Liancourt lay in of at Coucy, during the

liege of Laon, he acknowledged it openly, and had it baptized by the

name of Caefar.

Sancy gave free fcope to his wit, in relating this (lory ; and did

not forget the circumftance of * La-Regnardiere, who, having one

day, as he laid, taken the liberty to inform his majefly of fome things

that did not pleafe him, was foon after baniihed the court, under pre-

tence that he had quarrelled with the admiral -j-. Sancy found lbme-

ihing to fay upon the death of the good man Alibour, and would have
thought it more natural, if it had not happened before the accompliih-

ment of his prediction. If he commented thus upon the birth of the

ion, he did no lefs upon the whole conduct of the mother. Sancy

proved, to his cod, what the malice of a woman, especially a king's

miftrefs, is capable of doing : Henry loved him, and wanted to raile

him ; and although he was inclined to fuppreis the poll Tfuperinten-

dant of the finances, yet he would have preferved it, merely to have

bellowed it upon him ; but madam de Liancourt knew how to pre-

vent it.

Instead of a fuperintendant of the finances, his majefty com-
pofed a council confiding of eight perlons ; thefe were, the chancel-

lor de Chiverny, the duke de Retz, meilleurs de Belliévre (who was

fucceeded by Matignon) de Schomberg, de Maiffe, de Frefne (pro-

tected by madam de Liancourt) de la Grange-le-roi, and de Sancy,

who thought himfelf very happy to be one of the members % of this

* " La-Regnardiere was a kind of buf- is alledged without any proof. You may
" foon, half l'oldier, h :JT lawyer, and half alfo read, on this head, what Sauvai has
" gentleman, who laid whatever came told on the faith of public report, and fa-

" uppermoft." It is in this manner he is tyrical libels, touching the intrigues be-

fpokenof in the adventures of the b:.ron de tween the fair Gabrielle and the duke de

j i :fte, ii\ . iv. ch. 7. where we find ma- Bellegarde.

nv more ftôrïes related of him. % M. de Thou and Perefixe fay, that

t The Journal de l'Etoile, and the M. de Sancy was for fome time fuperinten-

Confeffion of Sancy, confirm all this plea- dant before M. de Roihy: which ought

fantry, as alfo the fufpicion of its ending not to be underftood, in my opinion, but

tragically for old M. Alibour, the king's only of the authority which he aflumed of

firft phyfician, who waspoifonsd, they fay, hi mfelf among his fellow counfellors, as

by order of.the king's miftrefs : but all this M. de Sully^tells us afterwards. The
body,
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body. The king judged it neceffary to give this council, for form's 1594.
fake only, and without any diftincfion, a titular head, which was the <—-v"—»1

duke of Nevers. This form of government of the finances lalted fome
time, although with a few inconfiderable alterations, which I fhall

mention in their place: for the reader may expect in thefe Me noirs to

fee whatever relates to the finances treated with all that clearnefs and

extent which a man, who has lb long made them his fludy and em-
ployment, is capable of giving them.

The king was convinced, in the fequel, that this new change in

the council * was far from affording that remedy the difeafe required:

fmall as my experience was in thefe affairs, I eafily comprehended it.

It is not the government of one man only by which the finances are

thrown into confufion; fince it is an inconteftible truth, that, as they

muff pafs through fome hands, the fewer that are employed, the lets

will be embezzled. The abufe lies in the choice of this man, and
in the nature of the finances: and therefore, to have this office difi-

charged by many different perlons, is to perpetuate the evil. If, in

the whole kingdom, it is difficult to find one iingle man fit for fuch an
employment, how can it be expected that a great number will be met
with ? Nor is the miitake lets palpable in imagining that all thefe per-

lons bringing each of them one diffinguiffiing good quality into their

employments, the fiune effect will be produced as from a man who
unites them all in himfelf; fince that is to fuppofe, that this fingle

good quality cannot poffibly be rendered ufelefs by the opposition of
lèverai bad ones, either in himfelf or his aflbciates. In general, the

predominant principle with which thole perlons who are inverted with
public employments enter upon the execution of them, is to raile and
enrich themfelves and their relations. If this eager defire of riches is

not felt by them at firfl, it is infpired, increafed, and Aimulated, by the

great fums of money that pals through their hands : amidft that de-

pendence on, and mutual fear of, each other, every one reprefents to

himfelf integrity as a quality not only ufelefs, but hurtful to him, the

honour of which is fhared by his collègues, the inconvenience wholly
his own. The king was far from being fortunate in his choice of the

members of this body: feveral of thofe whocompefed it, befides being

writers of that time agree, that nothing of all he fays on the head of the finances.

certainty can be faid as to the Irate of the * Percfixe talks of this new form of the
council of the finances, till the time in council or the finances, as M. de Rofny,
v Rofny was at leaft declared aim. 1598, p. 224.
the chief. We run no îiiquc in believing

Vol. I. Y y of
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1 594. of a malignant difpofition, were in a fituation that expofed them to.

-—v—' corruption: they had debts to pay, and domeftic wants to iupply.

His majefty deftined me a place in it» and had, for a long time,,

in his conversations with me, expreffed his dcilre that I would make

myielf thoroughly acquainted with whatever regarded the finances;

but I could not pofiibly lubmit to the imperious behaviour of the duke

of Nevers, who very unfeafonably aflumed great confequence to him-

felf from his quality of prince, in a place where it fignified very little.

One day, when his iniblence had exhausted all my patience, I took the

liberty to intreat he would remember, that the family of Bethune was

in pollèiTion of the earldom of Nevers before the family of Gonzague.

A man fwolen with the pride of anceftry could not pofiibly receive a

more fevere mortification. He often repeated to thofe who would hear

him, that my whole family were huguenots ; and, to anfwer my anec-

dote with another, laid, that he had feen my grandfather make a very

mean figure at Nevers. I fuffered him to have his revenge, which

could extend no farther than keeping me out of a council where I

had very little inclination to be with him : and this fatisfadtion he had»

The king, who had many meafures to keep, told me, in a very oblig-

ing manner, that he was under a neceflity of deferring fome time

longer the proof he intended to give me of his friendfhip ; and I

waited for it without murmuring, fatisfied with the poft of fecretary

of ftate, with a falary of two thoufand livres a year, and a penfion of

three thoufand fix hundred more, which the king beftowed upon me.

Persons of the leaft difcernment being convinced of the necefiity

there was to introduce a reformation into the finances, the new coun-

cil were at firft defirous of this honour ; and a fcheme for that pur-

pofe was propofed by thofe amongfl them who moft valued themfelves

for their penetration and method. Thefe wereFreihe and La-Grange-

le-roi. But after they had produced a very large volume upon this af-

fair, it happened with that, as with the moft part of fyftems that have

been or may be invented ; nothing more eafy in fpeculation, in prac-

tice nothing more difficult : and the king, whom they had flattered

with mighty hopes, found every thing in the fame condition as before,

at the end of the year which he had pafled at Paris, expecting daily

the effect of their promifes..

He was retained there to more purpofe by the treaty with Lorrain,

which, entirely forfaking Spain, concluded a league ofienfive and de-

1 fenfive
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feiifive with France. Sancy's fervices were of great ufe in this treaty:

and ro him almoit all the honour of it was due. The king was no

longer at a lofs for employment, after the duke of Bouillon arrived at

Paris: he came in perfon to prefs the execution of thofe fchemes he
had entertained me with at Sedan, particularly a declaration of war
againfr. Spain, which he made the balis of his advancement in the Low
Countries. He ufed l'uch plaulible arguments for it, that, after tht

example of the courtiers *, he did not fcruple to propofe it in fui

council. He found there two different parties who did not approve oi

this war: thofê in whom a rooted attachment to Spain and the league

frill remained, and they were not few in number; and thofe who
thought a war, in the prefent weak and exhaufted flate of the king-

dom, was very unlealbnable. Thefe laft had few partifans, but ftrong

reafons on their fide, if any one would have liflened to them.

I would not incur the reproach of filence upon this occafion. I

ufed every argument my reafon could fuggtft, to dilfuade the king from

this war: but this prince, whom a natural propeniity drew always a

little to that ride, thought he had now found the opportunity he fought

for, to revenge himfelf upon a neighbour who had made it his endea-

vour to maintain the flame which confumed the heart of his kingdom.
He was fure of troops from Lorrain: England and Holland, by their

ambafladors, gave hopes of a powerful diverfion: and, according

to the duke of Bouillon, a Angle word from him was luflicient to

rnake all Luxembourg furrender : Sancy made great promiies in behalf

of the Thirteen Cantons: all Franche-Compte lay open to their ra-

vages. The king was determined by all thefe flattering appearances;

and in January, the following year, war was declared in form againft

Spain.

* M. de Thou mikes no doubt but the which a minute detail maybe (ecn in MSS.
dukede Bouillon was the principal author de la Bibliot. de Roi, vol. marked 8955,
of this war: and his hiftorian entirely a- and in the king's declaration, tiiat is fet

grecs, that in giving this counfel he far down in torn. VI. of the Mémoires de la

left GonuJtsd the advantage of the State, Ligue: all good writers and judicious per-

and the glery ot the king, than his own fons are unanimoufly of one voice, in fa-

perlbnal intereft, and that of the calvi- vour of the duke de Sully's opinion as to

niitical party, who ncceiïarily wanted a the precipitation and imprudence with

war, in order to obtain the favourable which Henry IV. conducted himftl fin this

terms which were granted them by the affair, the confequences of which might
«diet ofNantz. Notwithstanding the rea- have been a good deal more fatal than
luns for declaring war stgainft Spain, of they were.

Y y 2 That
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That kingdom feemed to give herfelf very little trouble about this

proceeding; and anfwered only by mewing great contempt for Henry's
council, and for Henry himfelf, to whom (he gave no other title than
that of prince of Beam. While fhe made preparations to defend her-
felf, her emiffaries in France endeavoured to fpare her the trouble, by
an attempt lb horrid, that it is fcarce credible (lie could have recourfe

to it.

On the 26th of December, the. king being then at Paris, in his

Francis deh apartments in the Louvre*, where he gave audience to meflieurs de
Magdelame Ragny and de Montigny, who entered with a great number of other

FrancETdè perfons : at the very moment when he ftooped to embrace one of

La-Grange them, he received a wound in the face with a knife, which the mur-
de Montig- derer let fall as he was endeavouring to efcape through the croud

-f-.

I was prefent, and approached in an agony of grief, feeing the king

all covered with blood, and fearing, with reafon, that the itroke was
mortal. The king removed our appréhendons by a compofed and
agreeable behaviour; and we perceived immediately that his lip only

was wounded; the (broke having been aimed too high, the force or

it was flopped by a tooth, which it broke.

* Acccording to others, in the chamber
of the marchionefs de Monceaux, at the

hotel de Schomberg, behind the Louvre :

but, in fa£t, it was neither at the Louvre,
nor at the hotel de Schomberg, that this

affair happened. A regifter belonging to

the town-houfe at Paris, quoted by Piga-

niolle, torn. II. de la Defcription de Paris,

fays, that the fair Gabrielle refided, in

1595, at the hotel d'Eftrees ; and that it

was at this place Henry IV. was wounded.
This hotel was afterwards called l'hotel

du Bouchage; and was purchafed in 1616,
by monfieur de Berulle, in order to lodge

and accommodate the fathers of the orato-

iv, who (till continue there.

t " Immediately the king, who found
" himfelf wounded, looking round him,
" and feeing Mathurine, his fool, faid,

" The deuce take the fool: Jhe has wounded
" me. But fhe, denying it, ran directly

" to (hut the door, whereby (he was the

" occafion of preventing the aflaflin from
" making his efcape; who, upon being
" feized, and afterwards fearched, dropped
" his knife, which was all over bloody."

Thus l'Etoile fpeaks of it. The MSS. de

la Bibl. du Roy fay quite otherwife in vol.

9033, namely, " that the king, finding-

" himfelf wounded, fpoke thus to one of
" thofe two gentlemen, Ah, coufm ! you

" have wounded me: and that he there-

" upon, throwing himfelf at his majefty's

" feet, replied, God forbid, fire, that I

" fbould entertain even a thought of hurt-
" ing or wounding your majefty: I have
" no weapon about me but the fword by
" my fide." M. de Thou fays, that the

count of SoifTons feizing the afTaffin, fpoke

aloud to him, that it was one of them
two had given the blow; and that the

poignard was perceived to lie at his feet

glittering by the light of the candles.

Lib. iii.

The



Book VII. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.

The parricide was difcovered, without any difficulty, though he

had mixed among the croud. • He was a lcholar, named John Chatel j

and readily antwered, when he was interrogated, that he came from

the college of the jefuits, accuiing thole fathers with being the authors

of his crime*. The king, who heard him, faid, with a gaiety which

on fuch an occafion few perfons could have been capable ot, that he

had heard from the mouths of many perlons, that the fociety never

loved him, and he was now convinced of it by his own. Chatel was

* When the matter relates to any per-

fonal ! t-ik'ctions, or fuch as are thrown up-

on a whole body of men, I think myfelf

particularly obliged to call to mind the ob-

fervation I made, in the preface of this

work, that the Memoirs of M. de Sully

are not only compofed of authentic and
original pieces, that fhould make them
be looked upon as deferving all the credit

that is cemmonly paid to great authors,

and moreover as the real production of

M. de Sully; fuch as letters, particular

memoirs, converfations, reflections, &c.
but that likewife they are interwoven with
recitals that may well be afcribed folely to

fuch as have collected and compofed thofe

pieces, upon the authority of which there

is not fo much ftrefs to be laid. Now it is

in thefe narration., that i find a great num-
ber oi the facts and reflections againft

the jefuits, which ought not to be ad-

mitted without authentic ana iolid proof.

Thus we fhall find fomewhat mentioned,

that is contrary to the tenor of o

moiis with regard to the affair of Cha-
tel, in thole that ferve for th< 1 rm 1

Hiftory of Europe, torn. I. p. no, J-ic.

And if more deference ought to be paid

to the teftimony of cotemporary writers,

" Chatel," fays l'Etoile, in his Journal

fur l'ann. 1595, " was intern d

" 28th, and, by his own anfwers, he
" quite cleared [he jefuits of any imputa-
" tion, and even father Ci ucret, his pre-

he faid that he had undertaken
" to iti ike the blow of his own proper
" motion," &c. In fact, when this par-

ave it, he had been fevèn months

gone from the college, and had finifhed his*

ftudies. This authority of l'Etoile's, which
is not fufpected, is corroborated by that of

the royal MS. which I have juft now-

quoted, as alfo bv de Thou and Matthieu,

torn. II. liv. i. p. 183. byCayet, liv. vi.

p. 432. and the Memoirs of the league.

According to all thefe writers, Chatel de-

clared, it is true, that he had ftudied with

the jefuits, and that by- their doctrine it

is lawful to kill kings; as it is taught in

the writings of father Guignard, library-

keeper of the college of Clermont, whom
they went to feize directly: bat at the

fame time he formally cleared both his

profeflbr and all the jefuits of having ever

advifed him to afiaffinate the king, and

even of their having had, any more than

his confeflbr, the ieail knowledge of his

defign ; though, according to l'Etoile, Lu-
goly, lieutenant of the Marfhalfea, had

difguifed himfelf like a confeifor, on pur-

pofe to pump the fecret from Chatel.

For which reafon M. de Sully and M.
d'Aubigné are very much in the wrong, to

gh e occafion for concluding, by the man-
ner in which both the one and the other

exprefs themfelves, that the jefuits pufhed

on Chatel to this affaliination. Father de

Chalons expreffes himfelf pretr,

1 n he fays, in torn. [II

Hiftory of France, p. 245, that Chatel
avowed, upon his interrogatories, " that

" the prim ,>ies and difcourfes*of theje-
" fuits had led him to this criminal ac-
" tion." Yet, however, on

that the fenfe of thefe wo.ds is very diffe-

rent from the pre<
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delivered up to juftice *; and the profecutions againft: thejefuits, which
had been fuipended, were now relumed more vigorous than before,

and terminated by the banishment of the whole order -\- from the

kingdom. Father John Guignard J was hanged for his pernicious

dodlrines againft the authority and life of kings: John Gueret ||, Petef.

Varade, Alexander Mayus, Francis Jacob, and John Le-Bel, other

members of the fociety, fufpected of being his accomplices, were obliged

to make the amende honorable, and condemned to perpetual banifhment.

* " After having been put to the ordi-

" nary and extraordinary trial upon the
" rack, which he endured without mak-
" ing any confeflion, and having made
" the ameiide honorable, his hand was cut
*,' ofr", holding in it the murderous knife
" with which he intended to kill the king;
" then his flefh was torn off with red-hot
" pincers, and he was drawn between four
" horfes in the Place de Grève; his body
" and members caft into the fire, and burnt
" to afhes, and the afhes thrown into the
" air. The fieur Chatel, the father of the
" parricide, was banifhed France for nine
" years, and for ever from the precincts
" and jurifdiclion of Paris, condemned to

" pay a fine of four thouland crowns, his

" houfe razed, and inftead thereof a py-
" ramid erected, containing the whole
" ftory of the faci." L'Etoile, ibid. It is

thought that the little fquare that lies be-

fore the Barnabites, is the fpot on which
Chatel's houfe flood.

f " The jefuits, in obedience to the
" arret againft them, departed Paris, con-
" dueled by a ferjeant of the court: they
" were thirty-feven in number, part of
" whom were put into three carts, and the
" reft travelled on foot; their procurator
" being mounted on a little nag," &c.
L'Etoile, ibid.

% Father Guignard did not teach the

pernicious doctrine of which they acculed

him, at the time of Chatel's affair. He
Hli rht have propagated it during the fury

of the league, as the Sorbonnc themfelves

had done, together with a great number of

orher priefts and religious. If we judge by
the pieces belonging to the proceis of this

lather, we mult agree, i. That if he had

written and fpoke in favour of the league,

this crime was forgiven him, feting an am-
nefty had been granted to all thofe con-
cerned in it. 2. That he underwent the ri-

gour of the law, for only preferving fome
writings and books that favoured this par-

ty. Upon which father Daniel, in his H if*

toire de France, in fol. torn. III. p. 1 706,
remarks, that if a procefs had been entered

againft all who were in the like cafe, there

muft have been a neceflity to condemn ca-
pitally the greateft part of the priefts and
religious, who had the care of any cabinets

of rarities and of libraries, where the like

writings were kept, and where they are

preferved down to our time. " He faid

" that he died innocent, exhorted the peo-
" pie to the fear of God, and obedience to
" the king: he even prayed aloud for his

" maiefty, and begged of the people not
" lightly and precipitately to give credit
" to the falfe reports which were induftri-

" oufly propagated concerning them ; that
" they were not affafiins of kings; and that
" the jefuits had never procured or ap-
" proved of the death of any king what-
" foever," &c. Mem. de l'Etoile, ibid.

He would not make the amende honorable to

the king, alledging that he had not offended

him. Cayet, ibid.

||
Here the author is miftaken. John

Gueret was, by an exprefs arret, condemn-
ed to perpetual banifhment; but there is

no exprels mention made of Peter Verade,
Alexander Mayus, Sic. who were com-
prized with all the reft, and without being
particularly named in the arret, which pro-

fcribed in general the whole fociety. it is

a glaring calumny in Morifot, to have ad-

vanced, chap. 33. that Francis Jacob, to

Tins
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This attempt confirmed the king in his refolution to purfue the 1594-

war with Spain, lie dyev; a favourable augury for his future fuccefs •— v
from the advantage he gained in the firft acts of hoftility. As foon as

the treaty between France and Lorrain was concluded, the latter im-
mediately, aud without folicitation, difpei fed the troops over Burgun-

dy, under the conduct of Tremblecourt * and Saint George, and car-

ried terror into every part of that province. On the other lide, thegar-

rifon of Soiffons, a place abfolutcly devoted to the league, commanded
by Conan and Bellefond §, was almoft wholly cut off by Moufly -j~,

d'Edouville, de Bayes, and Gadancourt the lieutenant of my company.

The duke of Montmorency J, to prove himfelf worthy of the dignity

of conftable, which he had lately been inverted with, fell upon Dau-
phiny, the Lionnois, and Breffe, with a body of four thoufand foot,,

and four hundred well difciplined horfe; drove out from thole places

the remainder of the troops belonging to the dukes of Savoy, and

Nemours, took Vienne by composition from Dizimieux, who was go-

vernor of it for the duke of Nemours, and afterwards Montluel. Ma-
réchal Biron, after the expedition at Beaune, made himfelf m after of

Nuvs, Autun, and Dijon [|. The duke of Bouillon, as foon as war was
proclaimed, entered Luxembourg, where, with the afiiftance of count

Philip of Naffau, he defeated eight or ten parties of horfe, under die

command of Mansfield.

whom they had told that Henry IV. was have feen the light, an account of Chatcl's

juft aflafiinated by Chatel, boaftcd that he procefs hasjuft been published, extracted

would have difpatched this prince, if he not only from a MS. in the king's library,

had not been prevented by Chatel. I of which we have fpoke, but from a<5ts of

know of no hiitorian that has faid any parliament,

fuch thing. *— D'Auffonville, fieur de St. Gc
It is another calumny of an equallvblack and Lewis de Beauvau, fieur de Tremble-

nature, to have endeavoured to make the court, both gentlemen of Lorrain.

jefuits pafc for the authors of a piece en- § Bernardine Gigault de Bell* torn 1

;.

titled, Apologie de Jean Chatel: a trifling + On the 15th of February, in the

performance, and at the fame time, deteft- plains de Villers Coterets in Vaflois. The
able on account of the abufe therein made baron tic Conan is called Conas or Conac,
of divine and human laws, and even of the in M. de Thou: and inftead of Bayes, you
holy I'.riptures. They at that time clear- mult read it Bey ne.

ed their innocence in thii refpect; and ac- % Henry the fécond fon of the conftable

cording to the fame hiftorian, F. Matthieu, Anne de Montmorency, who was made
they were ftill morejuftified by the avowal conftable in the year 1593.
of the true author of this piece, namely,

||
See all thefe different expeditions into.

John Boucher, the fame priefl «hofename Burgundy, in. de Thou and d'Aubignc,,

hiftories have rendered fo odious. ami. 1595.
With this piece, which never ought to

Henry
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i 594.. Henry did not doubt but that, by uniting all thefe feparate bodies
«-nr-—

' into one army, he mould make whatever province he conducted it

into tremble. It is certain that if he did this, he could not make a ftand

every where as before; but the expectations his majefty formed from

his firft project, made him refolve to prefer it. Having the choice of

entering Picardy, Champaigne, or Burgundy, he determined upon the

laft, where meilleurs de Montmorency, Biron, and Sancy, gave him
hopes of great fuccefs. Their iecret motives for calling him thither

were thele.

The conflable Montmorency had been alarmed by the great pre-

parations he law made by Spain in Lombardy, where the conftable of

Callile had orders to quit the Milanefe, however neceffary his prefence

might be in that country, to enter France, and make fome bold attempt

there, after he mould be joined by the count de Fuentes, general of

the Spanifh troops in the Netherlands. Montmorency therefore ap-

prehended that all thefe troops would fall upon him. Maréchal Biron,

who was in the fame quarters, where, after feizing the city of Dijon, he

had attacked the caftle of it, and that of Talan, both of great ftrength,

was afraid, likewife, that he mould be obliged to raife the fiege if he

was not affifted.

As to Sancy, his views were to advance his own reputation by the

cenqueft of Franche-Comté, to which he was inceffantly endeavouring

to perfuade the king. Convinced by his own experience of madam de

Liancourt's power, he fought to make her approve this project: but

the terms he was upon with this lady not permitting him to propoie it

to her himfelf, he concealed his own intereft in the affair, and made
ufe of the interpofition of others. He caufed it to be hinted to the

chancellor de Chiverny, and, by his means, to a lady who could not

fail of making her court by it to madam de Liancourt, that the king

might eafdy provide a noble inheritance for her fon Ca?far, by driving

out the Spaniards from Franche-Comté, and giving him the poneihon

of it under the fovereignty of the Thirteen Cantons, who would be in-

duced by their own interefr. to favour the attempt. Madam de Lian-

court, I am perfuaded, could not flatter herfelf with the hope of gain-

ing the king's confent to fo ridiculous a fcheme; and dur(t not even

communicate it to him, though this prince's paffion * for her was fo

* " He went through Paris, having this we may judge of the attachment of Ilenrv
" lady by his fuie; he took her with him IV. to this lady, from the letters lie writ
" to hunt, and carefled her before all the to her: which fee in the collection newly
" world." Journ. de l'Etoile, ibid. And printed.

great,
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great, that he differed no one to be ignorant of it : but there needed no
more to make him refolve upon a journey to Burgundy, than this lady's

joining herfelf to thofe who advifed him to it. Such is a court, and
thus are kings impofed upon : from whence they may learn, that, what-

ever ideas they may have conceived of the wifdom and abilities of their

minifters, to judge truly of every tranfaclion it is the fureft way to ftudy

carefully the fecret inclinations, intereft, and difpolitions of thofe who
are neareft to their perfons.

To remedy, in fome meafure, the inconveniencies which might arife

from leaving the frontiers of Picardy expofed to the inroads of the Spa-

nish troops that were in Flanders, the king, who was not, like others,

impofed upon by the great promifes that England and Holland made
him, left meilleurs de Nevers, de Bouillon, de Villars,and deSaintPaul*,

upon this frontier, with each a detachment under their command; en-

joining them to affift each other upon occafion, and above all recom-
mending a good intelligence amongft themfelves. In cafe of a reunion,

the duke of Nevers was appointed to command in chief. He provided

with the fame wifdom and forefight for the affairs at home, by eita-

blilhing a council, which, befides the finances, was to take cognizance

of all the treaties that were made with the provinces, cities, and go-
vernors ; of all affairs relating to war ; and of the adminiftration of
juftice throughout the kingdom.

As foon as his majeur had publicly explained himfelf with regard

to the forming this council, the count of Soiffons wifhed to be made
prefident of it ; and began to inlinuatc lbmething to that purpofe in the

king's prefence. That I might remove his refentment againft me for

traverfing his marriage, I folicited this title for him, which was more
honourable than effective, and in all appearance would be of fhort du-
ration : but the king, whofe averfion for the count increafed every day,

had already fixed upon the prince of Conti, and at dinner declared his

purpofe before the whole court. Then turning to the count ofSoiffons,

he told him, that, knowing his difpofition to be turned wholly towards

war, he would keep him about his perfon this campaign ; and ordered

him to get his company of gendarmes in readinefs to attend him.
The prince of Conti anfwered only with a profound bow, becaufe he
expreffed himfelf with difficulty ; and the count of Soiffons did the

fame, becaufe anger hindered him from fpeaking : all his majefty faid

* Francis d'Orléans, count dc St. Paul, governor of Provence.

Vol. I. Z z to
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to him being accompanied with praifes of his valour, and an air of dif-

tin&ion which forced him to appear fatisfied.

The members of the new council were almoft all the fame that had
compofed the former; to which were added three intendants, Heudi-
court, Marcel, and Guibert : the number was afterwards augmented
to eight, by joining to thofe three Incarville, Des- Barreaux, Atichy,

Santeny, and Vienne, and a fecretary named Meillant. Although the

duke of Nevers was not now in the council, the king found no lefs

difficulty in procuring me a place in this than in the former. He was
afraid to propofe it at firft, on account of the catholics, who could not

fuffer a proteftant in power : but he broke through this obftacle three

days afterwards ; and the reafon he gave for it to the other counfellors

was, that the confidence which the prince of Conti had in me, rendered

my anociation neceffary even to themfelves.

The road his majefty was to take being through Moret, I attended

him fo far, not fo much to receive him there, fince madam de Rolîiy

could have done that without me, as to have an opportunity of con-

ferring privately with this prince, and to receive his laft inftrucfions

concerning affairs that might in his abfence be brought before the

council, the members whereof did not long continue in a flate of friend-

fhip. My collègues, perceiving by the private difpatches I received

from the king, that I was in poffeffion of his confidence, entered,

through jealoufy, into a combination againft me, looking upon me as

one who would carry away all the honour of every meritorious act that

was performed by the council. They fought to difguft me, or to force

me to filence, by joining in a confiant oppofition to all I faid ; but

finding that notwithstanding this behaviour I ftill perfifted to take my
own meafures, they had recourfe to another ftratagem, and in our ai-

femblies every affair was difcuffed but what related to the finances,

which was referred to private meetings, either at the chancellor's or at

Sancy's ; and there all was regulated without my participation. I did

not diffemble my thoughts of this collufion, but declared to them,

that I had no defire to mix in their debates ; and, inftead of figning

their decrees, protefted againft them, and retired to Moret. The mem-
bers of the council, who could not even invent any pretence for the

difguft they gave me, being afraid of his majefty 's reproaches, prevailed

upon the prince of Conti himfelf to intreat me to return. Being always

naturally incapable of flattery, or of difguifingmy fentiments, I replied,

that fince they did not rectify the abufes which had been introduced into

the
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the finances, although they were fufficiently acquainted with them, t 1595.

would at lean: avoid the reproach of following their conduct, and would V^--\r-—

ftay at Moret, rather than be a witnefs of faults which I law committed

with impunity.

The king, whom I informed of what had happened to me, found

fo much conformity between his lituation and mine, that he thought

he could not confole me more effectually, than by complaining to me
in his turn. He had indeed moll ungovernable ipirits to deal with.

The count of SoirTons, who had followed him with reluctance, re-

venged himfelf by repeated inftances of his caprice and ill humour. But

not all his endeavours could induce the king, however greatly he was

offended, to order him to retire ; which was the point he wifhed to

bring him to: and he was at lair, obliged to go of his own accord, upon

a pretence fo very trifling, that it had lcarceiy the appearance of one. A
report being fpread that the conltable of Caitille was approaching, the

king ordered the conflable de Montmorency, and maréchal Biron, to

bring up the two bodies of troops which they commanded: the count

of SoilTons alledged that, by his poll of high fleward of the king's

houlhold, he had a right to the chief command of thefe troops in his

majelty's abfence, and afferted his claim to it in his prefence. The king

did not think proper even to requeft a favour of this nature from the

conftable, and the maréchal ; and ufed his utmoft endeavours to banilh

fo ridiculous a notion from the count's mind. He folicited, he intreated

him, as he would have done his lbn or brother (thefe were his majefly's

own words) but in vain : the count, who did not err through ignorance,

quitted him with a dilTembled difcontent, and prevailed upon part of

the foldiers under his command to do the like. The king immedi-
ately difpatched letters to his council, to take proper meafures upon the

count's flight : the fame melfenger left one for me as he palled by Mo-
ret. Henry did not yet know that I had retired thither ; but we had
agreed upon this expedient, to conceal from my enemies the correspon-

dence I had with his majefty.

Three or four days after the receipt of this letter, my fervants

informed me that Ibme foldiers were juir. arrived, who infilled upon
quartering at Saint-Mamerr, a village upon the confluence of the Seine

and the Loin, dependent upon Moret, and diftant from it about a

quarter of a league. I lent Camord to bring me intelligence who they

were, and what was their defign. They not only neglected to fend me,
by this gentleman, the ufual compliments upon thefe occafions, but

Z z 2 likewile
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1595. hkewife anfwered him infolently, that they had a right to quarter in
^-—v—-' any place where their horles began to be fatigued, and all that could

be required of them was to do no mifchief. They refufed to name their

captains, and only faid that they belonged to the count of SoifTons.

That I might leave thefe officers no excufe for their rudenefs, I wrote

to them a fécond time, telling them that, fince they belonged to the

count of Soiifons, who honoured me with his friendfhip, they were
welcome to quarter at Moret ; that I would provide them lodgings in

the inns and houfes of the town's people, where they would have

greater conveniency ; and juft hinted to them that I was fenfible of the

manner in which they had received my deputy. Camord, whom I

would have fent with this iecond meffage, told me, that it would have

no other effect than to increafe the infolence of thefe officers, who came
with a premeditated defign to affront me, which he confirmed by

feveral other circumftances of his reception, that he had concealed

from me before, to avoid a greater misfortune. Madam de Rofny,

who was prefent at this relation, began to give way to female fears j

and accufing Camord with imprudence, faid the had rather that the

whole village of Saint-Mamert was laid in ruins, than fee me, for fo

flight an occafion, at variance with the count, and expofed to a conteft

with his officers.

I obliged my wife to be filent ; and after arresting five or fix of
the troopers, who came to get their equipages mended at Moret, and to

purchafe provifions, I again fent Camord to thofe infolent officers. They
received him ftill worfe than before, and hardly forbore laying hands

on him; mingling great threatning with their complaints for the de-

tention of their foldiers. It was no longer pofiible to diifemble: and all

that now remained to be done, was to alfert my authority, yet with all

imaginable moderation. I ordered twelve other troopers, who had juft

entered Moret, to be arrefted; and in two hours time aflembled an hun-
dred and fifty arquebufiers, thirty horfe, and thirty foot foldiers ; with

whom I marched to Saint-Mamert, by the road that leads to it by land,

and which has a thick lhade of trees on each fide; while the reft ofmy
troop purlued the fame rout upon the river, in a flat boat covered with

planks, and arrived at the fame time with me under the houfes of the

village fituated near the river. The count of Soiifons' party, feeing this

double efcort, detached fome of their men to afk me what I meant by

it ? " Nothing, replied I calmly, but that this village belonging to

" me, I come to quarter my foldiers here." The officers by thefe

words underftood that I was not difpofed to yield to them ; and fent

again

1
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again to make excufes for what had happened, telling me that they had

no defign to quarter in any place that belonged to me, without my per-

miflion ; which the count of Soiffons would never pardon them for. In

effect, they paid for what provifions they had bought, and remounted

their horfes, without even demanding the prifoners, whom I fent after

them as foon as they had readied Dormeilles. They thanked me, and

offered me their fervice, which entirely removed my anger. I fent the

officers a dozen bottles of wine and two pies; after which I mounted my
horfe, to go, in obedience to his majefty's order, to confult with the

prince of Conti upon the meafures neceffary to be taken with regard to

the count of Soiffons' defertion.

This misfortune was very inconsiderable, compared to that which
happened in Picardy. The jealoufy of command created a mifunder-

ftanding between the duke of Nevers and the duke of Bouillon. The
counts of Fuentes and Rofne, who commanded the Spanim troops, and

were doubtlefs informed of it, took advantage of their divifion, and

laid fiege to Catelet and Capelle. The firft of thefe two places wanted
provifions and ammunition ; and the fécond had a difhonourable go-

vernor : but the lofs of them was chiefly occaiioned by the two French

generals*, who, through hatred of each other, negle&ed to give them
any affritance.

Things were in this ftate, when the governor of Ham, a place

belonging to the Spaniards, being difcontented with his garrifon, re-

folved to deliver up the caftle of Ham to the king, which would ne-

ceflarily include the furrender of the city. He addreffed himfelf to the

.duke of Longueville, and intreated him to fend him a powerful af-

fiftance, having a very numerous garrifon to oppofe. The duke of

Longueville acquainted his general officers, and the duke of Bouillon

in particular, with the affair, who promifed him a fpeedy fupply. Upon
this affurance, the duke of Longueville, that he might not by dek'y

lofe lb favourable an opportunity, haftened immediately to Ham with

d'Humieres, followed by fiome Picardine troops, and threw part of Charles lord;

them into the caftle, and part in the adjacent places,, endeavouring to ofHumieres-

reduce the city by fcaling and petarding. The enemy's garrifon defended

themlelves like lions, and repulfed them feveral times ;. and probably

a fiercer action of this kind never happened. At length, the French,

* Brantôme jurtifics the duke de Nevers to wait for him; but the other commanders
concerning the "defeat the French met with did not think proper to do (o. Tom. IH.

atX>ourlens; and obferves that he advanced p. 268.

by long marches, and that he ordered them

animated
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animated by the bravery of their leaders, who found that it was in vain

to expect any affiftance from the duke of Bouillon, attacked the trench

next the caftle, carried it, and entered the city. The Spanilh garrifort

received them there with great intrepidity: being forced to give ground,

they rallied again lèverai times, and many little battles were fought in

the fquares, crofs-ways, and even in the houles ; till they were all, to

the number of a thoufand or twelve hundred men, cut in pieces. But

the French bought this advantage very dear ; they loft thirty of their

N. Blan- beft officers, among whom were du Clufeau and la Croix, and
chard du d'Humieres * himlelf, the beft and braveft officer in all Picardy.
Clufeau.

Messieurs de Saint-Paul, de Bouillon, and Villars, thought they

could not better employ their troops, during this interval, than by rai-

lin? the liege of Dourlens, which had been attacked by Fuentes rind

Rofne, after the taking of Catelet and Capelle. The duke of Bouillon

brought four hundred horfe, Villars as many, and Saint-Paul five hun-

dred ; and their infantry coniifted in all, of two thoufand men, which

they determined to throw into the city, if they failed of driving the be-

fiegers from before it.

About half a league from Dourlens, Bouillon having fent fifty

of his troop five hundred paces before him, to gain the fummit of a

mountain, from whence they might have a full view of the city and

the camp of the beiiegers, four of their horfes, who preceded the

others, perceived a body of the enemy coming directly towards them,

between the camp and the hill. This was, in effect, their whole army,

in order of battle, which had got intelligence of our defign. But

thefe four troopers being hindered by their fear from making a per-

fect difcovery, made a falie report to the duke of Bouillon, who, iup-

poling it to be only a detachment, haftened his march with his fquadron.

Arriving at the top of the hill, he plainly faw his miftake. One party

of one hundred horfe, preceded two fquadrons of fix hundred each,

which followed at the diftance of about a thoufand paces, and were fup-

ported by three other fquadrons, confifting of an equal number, and a

body of feven or eight thoufand foot. The hundred horfe, perceiviug

Bouillon, galloped towards him, followed at a great pace by the two

firft fquadrons, all armed cap-a-pie, and lances by their fides ; which

* Nothing can be added to the eulogium whole kingdom lamented him : his life and

which M. de Thou gives this gentleman; illuitrious actions fill the 8930th vol. of

he fays, book cxii. that the king and the MSS. de la iJibliot. de Roi.

left
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left him no room to doubt but that the French were difcovered, and

that they would be obliged to engage, notwithstanding the inequality

of their numbers, the Spaniards being flronger by two thirds than they,

unlefs he could conceal from them his little party.

Bouillon, fending a gentleman to the admiral, to defire he would

come immediately to his afJiftance ; Villars, who was bravery itielf,

without anfwering a fingle word, armed himfelf in the midfr. of his

troopers, and making them put their helmets on, exhorted them no
otherwife than by bidding them follow him; and Bouillon faw him in an

inftant at his iide. Finding him in fuch a good difpofition, he told him,

that to prevent the enemy from difcovering their rear, it was neceffary

to charge them with as much fury as poflible. The admiral ftaid not to

be deilred a fécond time ; but, fuppofing that he fhould be vigoroufly

afiifted by Bouillon, advanced through emulation;, before his troop, and

galloping intrepidly towards the enemy, fuddenly attacked the left wing,

threw himfelf, with his piilol in his hand, amidft that foreft of lances,

and carrying terror and difmay through the firft fix hundred horfe,

would have cut them in pieces, and perhaps have gained frill greater ad-

vantages, if he had been feconded with equal bravery : but Bouillon,

on his fide, made only a falfe attack ; after which he wheeled about

and retreated, and has iince conftantly maintained, that it was this only

which had been agreed upon between the * admiral and him, although

all thole who accompanied the latter have unanimoufly afferted, that he

meant a true attack.

This mifrake, if it was one, had a confequence as fatal as might
have been expected : the enemy's fquadron which Bouillon had at-

tacked and afterwards fhunned, was the firff, to fall upon Villars, who
was then conqueror of his own ; and being that inftant joined by

frefh troops, which came pouring on him in great numbers, his fqua-

dron, beuig quite overwhelmed, could find their fafety only in flight.

* If we will not give credit to his bio- from the imputation of temerity, liv. cxii.

grapher, let us believe M. de Thou, who D'Aubigné fpeaks in the fame manner as

entirely clears the duke de Bouillon : he, de Thou, torn. III. liv.iv.ch.g. Les Mem.
moreover, fays, that the admiral de Villars de la Ligue, torn. vi. and Matthieu, torn.

was acquainted bythecountde Saint-Paid II. liv. i. The opinion of Cayet is, that the

to retire ; but that he did not take this m>- aJmiral de Villars would willingly have

tjee tor any other than a kind of order of taken advantage of the advice which the

ti)e duke de Bouillon, to which he refulVd duke of Bouillon cauied to be given him
to pay any regard, through a piece of va- to relire, but that he was then too far en-

tity and bravery which cannot be excufed gaged. Chron. Novenn. liv. vii. p. 504.

Villars,
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iror. Villars, incapable of fear, and difdaining to turn his back upon the

-—v—^ enemy, performed wonders with a few brave men who would not aban-

don him ; but at laft, being attacked on all fides, and furrounded by

the enemy, they were all thrown to the ground and expired, pierced with

a thoufand wounds, or maifacred in cold blood *.

Bouillon gained nothing by this facrifice of his collègue : the

victorious enemy attacked hislquadron,theother, commanded by Saint-

Paul, and the whole body of foot. Their leader had not infpired them,

by his example, with a relblution to defend themfelves. Bouillon and

Saint-Paul fled with their cavalry, leaving the foot without any means
of fafety ; in effect, they were all cut oft. After this, the befieged city

in vain demanded to capitulate. The enemy, intoxicated with their

good fortune, would liften to no propofitions, but ftormed the place

while they were parlying, and inhumanly butchered all they found in

it. I had this whole relation from La-Font, who, after the lofs of his

m after, returned to my fervice ; and the reader may be allured that it is

abfolutely true, fince this man deferves all the faith that is due to a man
of honour, and an eye-witnefs of what he relates. He told me, that

more than three thoufand French were loft upon this occafion ; and,

what is truly deplorable, more valiant men perifhed, than in tholè three

great battles the king fought at Coutras, Arques, and Ivry : France, in

Villars alone, fuftained an irreparable lofs ; to the general grief of the

kingdom, I joined mine in particular, for the lofs of a true and incom-

parable friend.

Another letter, equally worthy of credit, from the fieur Bal-

tazar, whom I had charged exprefsly not to omit the fmalleft cir-

cumftance relating to the actions of the king's army, puts it in my
power to inform the reader of all that paffed. In this recital he will,

with great pleafure, behold a king whom the fweets of royalty had

not power to alter ; his fuccefles were fuch, in all their circumftances,

as could be attributed to nothing but his own valour and good con-

duct, and the glory of them was heightened by the oppofition of thofe

misfortunes which happened in all places where he was not in perfon.

* The admiral de Villars was among the Spaniards bore him, from the time that

thefe laft: after having been made prifoner he quitted the party of the league for that

by fome Neapolitans, a Spanifh captain, of the king, was the truecaufeof his death,

named Contrera, entered on purpofe into He gives him the fame encomiums as M.
s. difpute with them about having him, and de Rofny. Journ. de P. de l'Etoile,

he made a handle of their refufal, to kill ann. 1 595.
fcim. L'Etoile fays, that the hatred which

This
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This campaign of Henry's in Franche-Compte, in the opinion of the

beft judges, exceeded all he had hitherto performed.

I have before obferved, that maréchal Biron was employed in af-

fifting the citizens of Dijon, who held the enemy's garritbn befieged

in their caftle. He arrived there very fortunately : the vifcount of Ta-

vannes * having brought a considerable reinforcement to this garrifon,

the beiieged became beliegers in their turn. The citizens, prelfed on

all fides, and* reduced to the laft extremity, could only defend them-

felves at the end of a ftreet to which they had retired, and had but

one of the city-gates in their poffefiion, when Biron came to their af-

fiftance, and reanimated their courage ; they once more drove out the

vifcount Tavannes, and furrounded the caftles of Dijon and Talan -}-.

In the midft of thefe tranfadtions Biron was informed that the duke of

Maïenne, full of grief for the fuccefs of the king's arms in Burgundy,

had lb earneftly Solicited the conftable of Caftille for afliftance, that the

latter was upon the point of palling the Alps, with his army, to enter

Burgundy. Biron, concealing this intelligence from the king, contented

himfelf with only fending to intreat he would come as foon as pofilble

to help him to reduce the caftle of Dijon. The king was come toTroyes

when he received the marechal's diipatches ; and barely gueffing at a

circumftance which the maréchal had an abfolute certainty of, namely,

that the conftable of Caftille, who, he fuppofed, would foon pals into

Flanders, would take Dijon in his way, to fettle there the affairs of the

league with the duke of Maïenne, he marched thither haftily, and put

every thing in motion, that they might find nothing more to do at their

arrival.

It is not to be doubted but that thefe two generals might have

ftill been able to have prevented the king, and preferved the caftles of

Dijon, had they not flopped unfeafonably in their way to take Vefon,

and fome other little places in Franche-Compte, which had been feized

by the troops of Lorrain. To this voluntary delay neceility afterwards

added another at Gray, by the overflowing of the river Saone, which
made it impofiible for them to pals it. To remove this obltacle, the

conftable of Caftille caufed a bridge to be built over the river : but by

his carrying on this work fo (lowly, it feemed as if he was afraid of

engaging himfelf in the heart of France, with lb many rivers behind

* John dc Saulx, made a maréchal of f About half a league from Dijon;

France by the league, and lieutenant of where an Italian, named Francifcjue,com-
jîurgundy for the duke of Maïenne, manded.

Vol. I A a a him.
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1595. him. The truth was» this general already knew that he had the king
-""V-—J before him.

When the king- left Troyes he fent the count of Torigny * with

eight or nine hundred horfe before him j with which maréchal Biron

was extremely pleafed. Four days after, Henry himfelf arrived at Di-

jon, and, without difmounting, went immediately to reconnoitre the

outworks, and all the neighbouring places ; efpecially on that fide where

the enemy might be expecfed. He caufed deep trenches to be made,

and by that means cut off all communication between the two caftles.

This done, the king perceiving that notwithftanding all the efforts he

could make, the caftles might ftill hold out a long time, he went, ac-

cording to his ufual cuftom, with a fmall detachment to meet the ene-

nvv, that he might retard their march, and give time to the reft of the

troops to finifh their enterprife. Having fo inconfiderable a number

with him, he thought if he could find his enemies employed in their

paifa^e over die Saone, it would afford him a favourable opportunity :

he therefore appointed Lux and -j- Fontaine-Françoife for a rendezvous-

for the reft of his troops, and marched before with only three hundred

horfe, half of whom were arquebufiers ; and with this little efcort

advanced to the Vigenne, near Saint-Seine : from thence he de-

tached the marquis of Mirebeau £, with fifty or fixty horfe, to get in-

telligence; and in the mean time he pafled the river of Vigenne with a

hundred, or a hundred and twenty horfe j defigning only to reconnoitre

the ground, and the form of a country, where he might poffibly be

obliged to come to an action.

He had not marched more than a league, when he faw Mirebeau

return in great diforder ; who told him, that he had been charged by

•three or four hundred horfe ; which had prevented him from getting

a full view of the enemy ; but added, that he believed thofe four hun-

dred horfe had been fent to feize the poll of Saint-Seine, and that they

were followed dole by the whole army. Biron, who arrived that in-

ftant, offered to go and make a clearer difcovery. At the diftance of

a thoufand paces, he found, upon a little hill, an advanced guard, con-

fifting of fixty horfe, which he attacked ; and taking their place, faw

* OJct de Matignon, count de Torig- % James Cabot, marquis of Mirebeau,

iiy, eldcft fon to the maréchal. and count de Charni, counfellor of ftate,

I
Upon the frontiers of Burgundy and and lieutenant in Burgundy for the king,

Franche-Compte: this expeditiunhappen- died in 167c.

cd in the beginning of June.
plainly
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plainly the whole Spanifh army marching in order of battle ; and in 1595.

particular, a body of four hundred horfe, which, advancing before the u--^r"-

reft of the army, puriued a party of one hundred and fifty French.

This was the party commanded by d'AuiTonville *', whom his majefty

had lent to make discoveries on the other fuie. D'AuiTonville, by

flying, turned the arms of the purfuers on Biron. The enemy's de-

tachment dividing into two bands, attacked him on the right and left,

doubtlefs with the fame intention as Biron, to difcover what forces were

in the rear. The difference between them was, that the enemies,

being fupportcd by near Jix hundred horfe, were two thirds fuperior m
number to the two fquadrons commanded by Biron and Mirebe;iu,

which made up only three hundred.

Notwithstanding this inequality, Biron continued to make a

Hand : he feparated his three hundred horfe into three equal platoons,

placing Mirebeau, with the firft, on the right ; the baron of Lux-j-,

with the fécond, on the left; and ported himfeif, with the third, in

the middle. The enemy attacked each fide at once, with a hundred

and fifty men: Lux fuffered greatly, and was even thrown to the ground,

with many others : Biron, having the advantage in his place, flew to

his affiftance, and reanimated his troops ; but was himfeif charged with

fuch impetuofity by all the enemy's fquadrons united together, towards

whom he faw others from the main body of the army ftill advancing,

that he was obliged to retreat. This retreat, as foon as the enemy's

horfe drew nearer, was changed into a real flight ; in which condition

he came within view of the king, who immediately fent a hundred

horfe to fupport him. Nothing is more difficult than to rtop the flight

of a fquadron when the enemy is at their heels ; the laft hundred men
catched the contagion of fear, and returned flying with thole they

went to affirt.

The king now finding that all depended upon himfeif, advanced

towards the fugitives, without taking time to put on his helmet, ex-

pofed himfeif to the fury of the victorious fquadrons, which conlifted of

more than eight hundred men, called his principal officers by their

names, and throwing himfeif every where, without any regard to his

* ....baron d'Auflbnville de Saint lieutenant in Burgundy. We (hall fpeak of

George, a gentleman of Lorrain. him when we come to mention maréchal

t Edme de Malain, baron de Lux or. Biron's confpiracy, in which he was an
«le Luz : he was a counfellor of ftate, cap- accomplice.
tain of fifty gens d'armes, and the king

A a a 2
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595-

Trémouille.

duke of

Thouars.

own perfon, obliged fome of the fugitives at laft to flop. He com-
pofed two bodies of the whole, and putting himfelf at the head of a

hundred and fifty horfe, returned to the charge on one fide, while la

Claude de la Trémouille, with a like number, did the fame, by his order, on the

other : had it not been for luch an exertion of courage, it is probable,

that not one of thofe three hundred men, engaged thus on the farther

fide of a river, with a victorious body of cavalry in front, would have

efcaped. The king*, giving his foldiers an example, threw himfelf,

bare-headed, amidft fix of the enemy's fquadrons, broke thro' them,

and forced them to give ground. Biron, taking advantage of this op-

portunity, rallied about a hundred and twenty horfe, and returned to

fupport the king, and all together drove the enemy's horfe back to the

main body of the duke of Ma'ienne's army.

Henry would not have fuffered his ardour to have tranfported him
fo far, but that he did not immediately perceive, that a wood on each

fide of him was crouded with fufileers, to whofe difcharge he had
like to have been expofed, and would have been furrounded by them,

if, in the heat of the fight, he had attacked the Spanifh army: he

therefore flopped his career, and kept himfelf upon his guard. At

.
* The king faid, that upon other occa-

fions and emergencies into which he had

happened to fall, he fought for victory,

but here he contended for his life. Pere-

fixe, Matthieu, Cayet, le Grain, and
d'Aubigné, relate the actions of this day

in the fame manner ; but M. de Thou,
and vol. 8929 of the royal MSS. with fome
little difference. D'Aubigné fays, that the

king did not fhew himfelf entirely fatisfied,

that only the dukes de la Trémouille and

d'Elbeufjoined together with a good grace,

" to brufh off
-

," fays he, " the dew before

" his majefty." Tom. III. liv. iv. ch. 8.

But according to de Thou, he commended
much before the parliament, Mirebeau,

la Curée, and many others.

" I have no need of counfel but of af-

" fiftance," replied Hen. IV. to thofe who
advifed him to majce his efcape on a good

Turkifh horfe that was got ready for him ;

" there is more hazard in the flight than
" the chace." Matthieu, torn. II. liv. i.

p. 187. " Mainville," adds this hifto-

rian, " who flood near him, and had his

I

" piftol ready charged for the firft of the
" enemy that came near him, let fire at
" one fo a propos, that he fhot him quite
" through the head ; and the ball came
" whiftling fo about the king's ears, that
" he never fpoke of a piftol but he re-

" membered this report, faying, That it

" was the loudeft he had ever heard, hav-
" ing been charged with two fteel balls."

According to the account of the fame
hiftorian, the duke de Maïenne demanded
only four hundred horfe of the Spanifh

general to attack the king's troops; which
the Spaniard refufed him, being perfuaded

that Henry only wanted to draw him into,

an ambufcade. This diftruft of the enemy
was the occafion of his efcape at Fontaine-

Françoife, as it had been before at Aumale.
And what is more furprizing is, that this

prince only loft fix men in fo hot an ac-

tion ; while on the enemy's fide were
killed one hundred and twenty, befides

two hundred wounded, and fixty taken

prifoners. Chron. Novenn. liv. vii. p.

497.

that
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that moment he perceived two other bodies of horfe, who came out

of one of thofe woods to ftrengthen the advanced guard, which he
had vanquished. This was one of thofe critical moments, when the

leaft want of precaution brings on inevitable ruin. The king, who
with one glance perceived the defign of thefe troops, ordered his to

halt and thicken their ranks, that they might be in a condition to re-

ceive them ; for in the heat of his victory he overturned all that op-

pofed him, and found himfelf at large before all thofe battalions, who
were aftonifhed at the miracles they faw him perform. Henry knew
this furprize would not laft long, and that he would have the fury of
a whole army to fuftain, animated by the fight of a handful of foes,

to repair the fhame of fuch an aftonilhing defeat ; he therefore took
advantage of the enemy's inaction, to regain at leaft his firft poft, with-
out being purfued ; and difengaged himfelf from the midft of the

enemy's army with fo much order and fuperiority, that .they could

make themfelves no amends for their lofs. And this prince, in one
day, and almofl in one moment, acquired the honour of the molt glo-

rious victory, and finefl retreat, that ever any hiftory afforded an ex-
ample of.

On his arrival, he found the count of Chiverny *, the chevalier d'Oife,

meflieurs de Vitry, de Clermont, de RifTe, d'Arambure, de la Curée,

d'Heures, de Saint-Geran, and de la Boulaye, with each his company,
which being joined to thofe troops the king had before, compoled a

body of eight hundred horfe. After this reinforcement, the enemy durft

not attack them, being perfuaded that his whole army was not far off;

and not yet recovered from their confternation at the defeat of their

men by a platoon fcarce the fixth part of their number, they turned

back, placing their infantry in the rear to cover their cavalry. The
king followed them clofe, and harraffed them continually, till they

had repafTed the Saone upon the bridge they had built below Gray.

Not daring to attempt the paffage again, Burgundy, by this exploit,

remained wholly at the king's difcretion : he reduced it all in a few days,

* Henry Huralt, count de Cheverny, ly mounted. A voice, which lie thought
George deBrancas-Villars, Louisdel'Hô- to be the king's, called to him, " Take
pital-Vitry, George de Clermont d'Am- " care, Curée;" when, lo, he found it was
boife, .... de Crequy de Rifley, Jean one of the enemy, who was juft ready to

d'Arambure, and Gilbert Filhet de la run him through with his lance ; but he
Curée, who alio was in the engagement, killed him. Vol. 8929. MSS. de la Bib-

where he fought without armour, and bad- Hot. de Roi.

except
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except the Seure *, and feized feveral little towns in Franche-Compté,

which he releafed at the intreaty of the Swiis. Thefe advantages were

all owing to the battle of Fontaine-Françoife.

Henry, when he learnt the defeat of his forces in Picardy, con-

feffed, that thofe advantages, great as they were, did not equal that

lois. He quitted Burgundy and the Lyonnois immediately, and march-

ed haftily towards Paris. Pafling by Moret, I acquainted him with

my motives for leaving the council : he approved of them, and was

of opinion, that the confidence which the other members of it per-

ceived he repofed in me, and the defire I had to make myfelf ftill

more worthy that diftinction, had drawn their enmity upon me. He
had the goodneis to conlble me for it, by affuring me that my fufferings

upon this occafion would only increafe his friendfhip for me. I agreed

with his majefty, that at a time when the check his forces received at

Dourlens might occafion a revolution, there was a neceflity to diffemble

his difguft, and to avoid accufing any one. It was to me only that the

king complained of the authors of that fatal accident, and deplored the

dangerous effects of enmity between leaders, which is almoft the fole

caufe of the greateft difafters in war. He appeared fenfibly affected

with the lofs of admiral Villars, and never mentioned him but with the

higheft praifes : nor could he be deceived by any thing which the in-

terefted parties advanced, to place all that had happened to the account

of the deceafed.

It was then that this prince was convinced, and acknowledged to

me, that he had yielded unreafonably to propofals for a war, the fuc-

cefs of which he had been perfuaded was infallible : he was even can-

did enough to treat it as an error which might plunge France once more

into greater miferies than thofe the had juft been delivered from. By
fpeaking thus, the king only reflected on the greatnefs of a lofs fuch as

Catelet, Capelle, Ardres
-f-,

Dourlens, Cambray, from which Balagny

had been juft driven; and Calais efpecially, which though not yet taken

was looked upon as already loft. As for me, I thought the kingdom

was then in moft danger, when the king, by an aftoniihing inftance of

* Seure, a town upon the river Saone: making any defence; for which he was
it has changed its name, and now is call- dilgraced, turned out of his places, and

ed Bellegarde. fent home to his eftate,&c. BongarsEpift.

t Ardres was furrendered to the enemy 75 ad Camer. Morilbt, ch. 33.

by the count de Belin, almoft without

valour
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valour and good fortune, preferved Burgundy and his own life. From
that time Henry ufed to fay, that a declaration of war was one of

thole affairs that required the greatelt deliberation, and could never

be fumciently enough attended to. From this example princes

may Still draw another lellbn no lefs ufeful, which is, that they ought

never to entertain a peribnal hatred for their neighbours, and that pru-

dence, on certain occafions, requires them to feem dilpofed for a recon-

ciliation, notwithstanding the moll violent, and even the moll juft re-

fentment.

The king was careful to avoid difcovering his thoughts in public ;

on the contrary, he endeavoured to revive the courage of thofe who
feemed moSt depreSt. To the Parilians, who made him compliments

of condolance upon his lofs, he replied that it might be eafily repaired»

provided they would join actions to words. They made him great of-

fers ,• but his majeSty, who had had frequent proofs of the little de-

pendence he could have on them, took his own meafures, and with-

out waiting for the accomplishment of their promifes, left Paris the next

day, with the Satisfaction of hearing before he went, by a courier from
Rome, that the pop • had been at laSt prevailed upon to grant him the

abfolution * he had Co long Solicited. In the prêtent conjuncture, this

news was of the utmoSt importance.

To this abfolution the holy father annexed the followingconditions-j~:

That the king Should exclude the protestants from all employments

* " What made the pope," fays M. de the litanies every Wednefday, to faft every

Perefixe, " delay giving abfolution folong Friday, to confefs and communicate pub-
" was, laid he, becaufe that he alone had licly at lend: four times a year. I obferve,.
tc the power of reftoring penitents : and in this aft, that thepope, afterh;c i

" he was very much difpleafed that the pre- this prince abfolution, then entitles him on-
" lates of France had taken upon them to ly the king of France and Nav
" abfolve him, though they had only done each verfe of the Mtfirere, the h

" it provi/umally, ad cautelam" gavealight touch of the pènil v

f Ucfidesth^feconditionsjtheoriginalof on the moulders of M. Du-IYn. •

whichmay be feen invol. 8778 of theMSS. d'OfTat, who are therein called I

de la Lib! ioi. du Roi, where the aft of ab- di Navarra : this is but an ordinary for-

folution ofHenry IV. i lit down at length, mality in this fort of ceremony j upon
in Italian, the holy father impofes therein which the proteftant writers have not failed,

for p.nance upon this prince, to hear on to comm. ,by faying

every Sunday and feftival, a conventual that Henry i\'. hi ul to receive

nu: in the chapel royal, and private mafs lafhes of the whip from the procurator,

every week day, to fay the rofary every and other fuch like calumnies : but thefe

Sunday, the chapelet every Saturday, and malicious pleafantries have not been abletcv

and
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and dignities, and ufe his utmoft endeavours to fupprefs them entirely :

That he mould reftore the celebration of mais in Beam, and oblige the

huguenots to make reflitution to the catholics of all the eitecls which

had been taken from the ecclefiaftics : That he ihould prevail upon the

prince of Condé to embrace the roman catholic religion : That he

mould publifh and caufe the council of Trent to be received : and laftly,

That the jefuits mould be again efiablimed in France. Thefe con-

ditions which regarded the proteftants and die council of Trent were

not complied with, the reft were.

Those perfons who thought the king received laws from the pope

upon this occafion, ought to lay the blame upon Du-Perron, and ftill

more upon Arnaud d'Oflat, then agent for this affair at Rome. Thefe

impofe upon any, fince M. deThou and all

the fenfible writers have (hewn, that they

were altogether unjuft and without foun-

dation. M. de Sully, as far as appears, had

got over this popular error; but I know
not if he obferves the fame equity with re-

gard to M. d'Oflat.

What he fays here, and in many other

places of thefe Memoirs, excited in me a

curiofity to read carefully the collection of

this cardinal's letters, who is reputed a-

mongft us to have been as good a French-

man as an able ftatefman. I will fpealc

freely my mind as to each grievance which
furnifhes the duke de Sully with occafion

of attacking him, according as they fall in

my way. And to begin with that of Hen-
ry IVth's abfolution, it appears to me, af-

ter examining all he fays on this head,

page 45, 48, 105, 107, 115, 129,208,
ùc. of the old edition in folio, that we
cannot but acknowledge on one hand, that

he met with great fcruples in the pope's

breaft, and real difficulties on the part of

the facred college; that he applied himfelf

with great afliduity and with equal fuccefs

to furmount them ; and that any but he

would have had much to do to have con-

quered them; as is evident from what hap-

pened to the duke de Nevers, the cardinal

de Retz, the marquis de Pifany, and others :

that for his own part he is very far from

approving the many fubterfuges to which

the court of Rome had often recourfe in

their formalities ; and even that all this

chicane made him often uneafy, as alfo the

unfair dealing which, he complains, they

ufed in the bull of abfolution. However,
in oppofition to all this, a man may per-

ceive on the other hand in thefe very

places, and ftill more in all thofe paffages

that in any meafure relate to the protef-

tants, the jefuits, or the council of Trent,

&c. that his emin£nce was not at all dif-

turbed, that the affair of the king's abfo-

lution had pafl'ed under the reftriâions of

which M. de Sully complains fo bitterly :

whether it was that M. d'Oflat did not

perceive therein the pretended lefion of the

honour of the crown, and the prejudice

donetothe liberties of theGallican church,

which I leave to the learned to determine;

or whether he believed that all thefe pre-

cautions became neceflary for the intereft

of religion; or laftly, whether he were
not biaffed in favour of the maxims of the

league : and yet all this does not hinder

me from fubferibing to the encomiums
which our beft hiftorians have given this

cardinal ; and in the laft place Amelot de

la Houflaye, in the life he gives us of him
that is prefixed to the edition of his letters,

to which I refer the reader. The abbé

Du-Perron and M. de Villeroi, had like-

wife done confiderable fervice to Henry
IV. in the affair of his abfolution. Mat-
thieu, torn. II. liv. ii. p. 210, & feq.

two
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two ecclefiaftics were fo far from rejecting thefe conditions, that they

would have been grieved, if they had not been infilled upon; if any

credit may be given to a memorial which was many years afterv.

fent me from Rome, and which I mall fpeak of fully in its place: it

affords a complete proof of what I have jull advanced, at leaftwith

regard to d'Oiîat.

This memorial advances two things relating to the king's abfolution,

which proves one of the principal articles : that the pope and the whole

facred college were fo ardently defirous of the king's applying to Rome
for this ceremony, that they could not conceal their fears, when they

were fometimes informed that Henry would be brought to defpifè it,

or look upon it as ufelefs; and this the author proves from their own
letters: fecondly, that d'Oifat, inilead of informing the king of this

difpohtion in the court of Rome, which he would have done had his

honour and dignity been of the fmalleft confequence to him, on the con-

trary gave this prince to underftand, that he could not obtain a recon-

ciliation with his holincfs, but by offering an incroachment upon the

liberties of the Gallican church, and purchasing it by thofe conditions

already mentioned. Henry, however, rewarded his two agents with

the higheft dignity in the prelacy.

In three days his majefly arrived at Pc'ronne, where he was imme-

diately faluted by Balagny. This man, who by an excefs of ridiculous

vanity*, had jull loft his government, his fortune, his wife, and his

honour, inflead of biufhing for his folly, and concealing himfelf from

reproach, affected to fhew himfelf, talked big; and in this flate, which

\i. de Perefixe fays, that Cambrai " And here in one article, is an abitract

was taken by famine: others, as Matthieu, " of the greateft difgrace that France has

blame the mifunderftanding that fubfdkd " fuffered from foreigners in the memory
between the dukes dc Nevers and de Bouil- " of man." So fpeaks d'Aubigné, in con-

Ion for it; and others again the negligence eluding the 9th chapter, liv. iv. torn. III.

of Balagny. The .Memoirs of the league, of his hiftory, in which he has collected the

torn. VI. remark, that three companies of taking of Catelet, la C
Swifs, not having had their pay given Cambrai, Calais, and the 1 at Dour-

them, compeilcJ him to deliver up the lens. Balagny tells a Spanifl

place. All th d furprized at feeing him take his

the courage of Renée de Clermont, the miftrefs along with him, and in the fame

rny, and filler to the brave boat, that love foftened all the crofs acci-

r d'Amboife, who, after having, to no dents of fortune :
" Right," replied the

de, done all fhe could to infpire reib- Spaniard, "and efp : it, as

lution into the garrifon and her huiband, " yo 1 will have 1 :fs to do than you have

didnotchufetofurvivethe-lofsofherprin- " had before." P. Matthieu, torn. II.

. ind dred either of famine or grief, liv. li. p. 219.
' VoLi I. Ll b b was
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was indeed the fitted: for him, expected all that regard which is ge-

nerally paid to unfortunate irvereigns. The king reiblved to attempt

all things to âffift Calais : finding that his troops were not fufficient to

ftorm the camp of the befiegers, he took the only courfe that now
remained, which was to throw himfelf into the place, at the head of a

confiderable reinforcement. Twice he embarked with this defign, hut

a contrary wind forced him back again to land. While he defpaired of

accomplishing his enterprize, Matelet, governor of Foix, came to him,

and offered to attempt a third time to enter Calais, promifing him that,

if he would give him four or five hundred gentlemen, he would fo

manage, either by fea or land, that he would open himfelf a paf-

fage. The king praifing his refolution, gave him the efcort he de-

manded; with which Matelet lucceeded in his defign, and entered

Calais, after having furmounted a thoufand obftacles *. But the glory

of this brave action was foon obliterated, when it appeared that he had

only joined the garrilon to be infected with their fears, and to confeiit

to a capitulation : and the king had the mortification to march to Ca-

lais, only to fee it furrendered before his face.

If it be demanded where during this time were all thofe French

noblemen and officers who were fo forward in advifing the war ; and

why they fuffered the king to bear the whole burthen of it, and fuffer

repeated loffes ? It muff, be owned, to the difhonour of the French name,

that they expected to draw advantages to themfelves by the misfortunes

their imprudence occafioned, and their negligence augmented ; and

formed, in the mean time, projects more fatal to the king's authority

than the bloodieff. foreign war. Thefe projects I fhall mention imme-
diately.

Cities and Tne king> equally fuperior to good and bad fortune, comforted thofe

forts" in Pi- that were driven out of Calais, provided for the fecurity of Boulogne,
:ardy.

* Hiftoriàns do not agree as to this ac- queen, that the king his matter would ra-

tion. Some, as de Thou and d'Aubigne, ther havt it in the hands of the Spaniards

by faying nothing at all of it, feem to call than in thofe of the Englifh : and Henry

it in queition; others afcribe it to the fieur IV. laid himfelf, " If he were to be bit,

de Campagnole the younger ; Davila and " he had rather it was by a lion than a lio-

our Memoirs to Matelet, governor of " nefs;" and this was the reafon that

Foix. Queen Elizabeth offered to defend tfueen Elizabeth 'afterwards refdfed to be-

Calais againft the Spaniards, upon condi- fiegc that town, While HenryIV. lay be-

tion that the place were put into the hands fore that of Amiens, though they offered

Sâncy, who was then then to put it into her hands by way of Te-

am baffudoi "at London, made anfwer to the cufity. Matthieu, ibid. p. 223.

Abbeville,



Book VII. MEMOIRS OF S U L L Y. 371

Abbeville, Montreal!, Monthulin, and other towns and cafcles, and 1596.

marched towards St. Qmntin, fearing left the enemies, who were i.ot '——,"-*

J

far irom thole quarters, Ihould furprize fome of the nobles, and general

:
i
who came thither feparately. They chole this opportunity for

the execution of a delign which they had formed, before they left Paris.

The duke of Montpcnher was the perlbn whom they charged with this

commiffion, not becaufe he was more difaffecfed than the reft, but be-

came his temper was moil eafy, and his underftanding the wcakeft.

He accolled the king at Saint-Qum tin ; and, in the name of the prin-

cipal French nobility, propofed to him, as the only means offubduing

his enemies, to relign to the governors of provinces the property of

their governments, with an hereditary right to them, requiring nothing

of them but their allegiance.

It is not eafy to comprehend how a propofal which had fo manifeft

a tendency to throw France into a ftate of anarchy, that in former

ages had rilled it with blood and horror, could proceed from the mouth
of a Frenchman, a prince, and what is more, a prince of the royal

blood. Henry, ftruck with aflonifhrrient at the prodigious infolence of

this affront offered to the royal dignity» for fome moments could not

utter a word, while the duke of Muntpenlier continuing a fpeech which
had been ftudied long before, endeavoured to prove to his majefty, that

while thole governors, or rather thole little princes, obliged themielves

to maintain troops always ready for his fervice, he would be never again

reduced to fuch a fituation as he was in at prcfent, to appear before his

enemies without fo'.diers to oppofe them. The king, though agitated

with various paillons, dilcovered none to the duke, but pity towards

him for the unworthy part he played. He flopped him from proceed-

; ther, by telling him, without the leaft rcfentment, that he had

already heard too much ; and that he was convinced thofe French

nobles had taken advantage of the eafmefs of his temper, to make him
the bearer of a propofal, the whole mcannefs of which he was not fer.fi-

ble of, he who was a prince of the blood, and nearer the crown than

himlelf had formerly been. The king added much more to the fame

purpofe, with equal calmnefs, and was lb far from being apprehenlive

that he lliould be reduced to yield to fuch a proportion, and lo deter-

mined to fuller a thoufand death;-., if poffible, rather than bring fuch a

load ofinfamy upon the royal dignity, that he had not even the thought

of entering into any dilcuffion of this project, or of uttering a fingle

word in anfwer to it *.

* " We arc all gentlemen, faid Ilenrv IV. fometimes," before the princes of the blood.

13 b b 2 The
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The duke of Montpenfier became fenfible of his fault, by the air

and tone with which his majelty fpoke to him ; he blufhed and afked

pardon for it, and intreated the king never to remember that he had
been capable of thus degrading himfelf from his rank. The king, after

having fhewn the duke the whole extent of his fault, directed him how,
in fume meafurc, to repair it, with thofe who had prevailed upon him
to commit it; and allured him, that he for his own part would forget

it entirely, and (till regard him as his kinfman. The duke of Montpen-
fier agreed to take the firft opportunity that offered, when the authors

of that infolent propofal brought it again on the carpet, to declare that

he had reflected well upon the commiffion they had given him ; that

they might fend their propofal by any other peribn, iince he abiblutely

difapproved of it; and if ever he was to mention it to his majefty, it

mould be with a deiign to diffuade him from it; and that they might
depend upon his ufing his utmoft endeavours to hinder its taking effect.

He performed this talk fo exactly, and with an air lb natural, that he

wholly difconcerted all thofe noblemen, and left them no inclination to

make any attempts on his fidelity for the future.

It was therefore to reduce the king to the neceflity of making them
his equals, that the princes and governors of provinces in France fo ill

performed their promife of afiifting him with troops. The duke cf

Bouillon was one of thofe who fold his fervices the deareft. His ma-
jefty, not doubting bnt he had a part in the plot, was willing to have a

proof of it from the duke's perplexity, without letting him know that

he was informed of it by other means. Bouillon did not want art and

eloquence enough to conceal whatever hedefigned fhould not be known;
but, befides that Henry poffetled in no lefs degree the art of penetra-

ting into the thoughts of thofe with whom he converfed, the prefence

of a fovereign is alone capable of abafhing a man confeious of any fecret

guilt towards him. The king began by convincing himfelf that the

duke of Montpenfier had not betrayed their late difcourfe to the duke
of Bouillon. After which he introduced the defeat of Dourlens, by
afking him plainly, and with a kind of confidence, how it happened
that he had been difappointed in tholè certain correspondencies which as

he faid he carried on in Liege, Namur, and many other places in Lux-
embourg?), and Hainault, upon which he was fenfible the war had been

undertaken ?

Bouillons embarrafed by the quem'on, and that air of fimplicity

with which it was propofed, inflead of giving a direct anfwer concern-

in 2:
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ing his pretended côrreipondencies, fell into long fpeeches, without

meaning or end, which betrayed him more effectually, than the moft

fincere confeflion could have done. He accufed all the world; the duke
of Nevers, who he faid had corrupted his officers and obftructed his

k . ies ; the Englifli for not making the promifed diverfion j the Dutch
for taking advantage of this conjuncture to increafe the power on their

fide of Over-Ifiel and Frieiland. Upon which the duke of Bouillon,

who fought only to turn the converfation itill more from the firft fub-

jedl, told the king, that the true caufe of the misfortune which had

lately happened, was, that his majefty had no perfon of confequence,.

and on whom he could have an abfolute dependence, at the court of

London, to haften the fupplies that had been promifed there; and at

the fame time offered himfelf for this embafly, and even folicited it

earneflly. The king being of opinion that it would anfwer no purpofe

to prefs the duke any farther upon this fault, ceafed to mention it; and

reflecting that he fhould not lofe much by his abfence, confented at laft

to the embafly to England. Accordingly his commiflion was made
out, and the duke of Bouillon, a few days after, let out for that king-

dom.

It was from bis majefty himfelf that I had an account of this con-

verfation with the duke of Bouillon, as likewife that with the duke of

Montpenfier before mentioned.

The king had no fooner quitted Bouillon, than reflecting that t'ic

duke, inftead of having any delign to ferve him ufefully at the court of

London, had poffibly only folicited that employment to give bad im-

preflîons there of his condudl, or at leaft to labour only for his own
intereft, he fent Jaquinot for me early in the morning, to communi-
cate this fear to me. I kneeled on a eufhion at his bedfide, and his

majefty aiked me immediately what was laid, and what I, in particular,

thought of the long converfation he had juft held with the duke of

Bouillon. I replied, that every one guefled his own way ; and that pro-

bably the affair of Ham, and Dourlens, and the propofal made by the

duke of Montpenfier, made up the greatcft part of it. The king

me that I was miftaken ; that he was too well acquainted with the

of Bouillon's difpofuion, to doubt that any reproaches upon thefe

occafions, inftead of correcting, would only ferve to throw him in au

open revolt. His majefty afterwards, repeating exaâly all that has been

celati d concerning the embafly to England, propofed to me to accom-

;
the duke of Bouillon thither, that I might carefully obferve his

conduct.

In
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In courts every thing is brought about by artifice. The king, after

his converfation with the duke of Bouillon, telling his council for the

finances, that he had fent the duke to England, thefe gentlemen, after

conferring together, found nothing fo fit to fatisfy their hatred of me,

us to perfuade the king to join me with the duke of Bouillon. My abi-

lities for negotiations were praifed, an honour which they were reiolved

to deprive me of, when they had once fucceeded in removing me from

the king, who not penetrating into their views, approved of the propo-

fal. But I did not fo eafily fall into the ihare : I fhewed his majefty the

true motive of thefe gentlemen's feigned generality with regard to me.

From the moment that the duke of Bouillon difcovered that I watched

his conduce, and difconcerted his projects, he would not fail to break

with me ; and fuch a genius as he poffefTed, when animated with ma-
lice, would fuggeït to him the means of throwing upon me the blame

of all the faults he committed, and all the good he neglected to do.

My enemies knew this as well as I ; his majefty was convinced by my
reaibns, and prefled me no farther.

The gentlemen of the council did not flop here : when they came
again to the king, they were the firft to confefs that it was with reluc-

tance they joined me to the duke of Bouillon ; but fince that duke was

to ftay but a fhort time at London, they had pitched upon me to take

his place with the fame title and equal honours. All was alike to them,

provided rhcy could get rid of me. The king was again influenced by

their opinions, and fome days after, declared his intention to me; or-

-dering me to make preparations immediately for this voyage ; to provide

myfelf with money, and to difpofe my wife to follow me, if I chofe to

have her with me; which, however, he did not think neceflary, fince

I fhould not, he faid, be abfent above feven or eight months at moil.

The king perceiving my reluctance, accompanied this order with the

moft kind and obliging expreffions his imagination could fuggeft; he

told me that the prefent perplexed fituation of his affairs hindering him
from giving me the fole direction of the finances, he fhould reproach

himfelf for expofing to the dangers of a long and furious ficge the

only man in his kingdom whom he thought worthy to fill that im-
portant port. His majefty hadjuft then declared himfelf publicly con-

cerning the fiege of La-Fere.

While the king was fpeaking, I was ftruck with aftonifhment at

the obftinate perfecution of my enemies, and the depth of their malice.

Under
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Under the appearance of a title of honour vain in itfelf, and fatal in its 1596.
confequences, they took away, and perhaps for ever, all opportunities *—-~v~—J

of advancing me: For who in my abfence would be folicitous for my
interelt ? Who would hinder them from prolonging my flay out of the

kingdom, till, affairs having taken a fixed and durable ftate in France,

there would be nothing left for a man who, by fo long an abfence,

would be regarded as a Granger. Thefe reflections kept me firm in

my refolution not to go. I intreated the king not to force me to a jour-

ney for which I felt an invincible repugnance ; and I had the good for-

tune to find that Henry was of himfelf dilpofed to believe that I ihould

be of more ufe to him at Paris than London, during the fiege he was
going to undertake : he therefore lent me thither to facilitate his fup-

plies of money, to furnifh him with whatever was neceflary towards

carrying on the fiege, to receive his orders there, make one in his

council, and direct its refolutions. Had the choice ofmy revenge been

in my own power, I could not have fixed upon any more effectual.

ME M 1 R.S
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TH E motive which had determined the king to undertake fo dif-

ficult a fiege as that of La-Fere, was, that, his enemies having

after their fuccefs feparated their troops, he would not fufFer his own,
who had at laft affembled, to remain idle, there being a neceffity to

fecure Picardy, already ihaken by fo many repeated lofles. Had I

had the liberty of difpofing of myfelf as I pleafed, I fhould have cho-

fen to have continued with the king during this liege, whole too great

lolicitude for my fafety I could by no means approve : but I did not

dare to refufe the commifïïon which would detain me in Paris ; and

his majefty, to render this order lefs difplealing, aliiired me, that he
would not for along time attempt any thing confiderable againft La-
Fere ; and that fome time or other he would permit me to make a jour-

ney thither. In reality I did fo feveral times, but I had no fooner ar-

rived, than the neceffity of providing for the fubfiftence of his troops

obliged me to return again immediately. I comforted myfelf, however,

with the thought, that through my diligence the army being fupplied

with every thing it had occafion for, I might flatter myfelf with having,

in fome meafure, contributed to the fuccefs of this liege, which laffed

ÛK months, and was the longefl that Henry was ever engaged in. This

place,
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place, befides its advantageous fortifications, had a very numerous gar-

rifon, computed of chofen foldiers, and commanded by two excellent

officers, the one a Frenchman*, high fteward of Montelimart ; and

the other a Spaniard, named Oforio.

Bering hen
-f-,

at the perfuafions of an engineer who was his

friend and kinfman, and had come exprefily for that purpofe from

Flanders, where he lived, took it into his head that it was pofiible to

lay all La-Fere under water; and, upon the aflurances of his friend,

was lb confident of fuccefs, that the king, though contrary to his own
judgment, lurfered him to make the attempt: it would indeed have

ihortened the liege ; but it is to be obierved, that almoit all projects

of this kind are liable to fail : the flighteft miftake is fufficient to

ruin them, and it feldom happens but fome miftake is made. The
projeél of turning the courfe of the Tefin formerly coft Francis I.

the lofs of a battle, together with his liberty. In one of thefe jour-

nies I made to the camp, I found this propofal upon the carpet. I

looked upon the execution of it to be impofiible, and I combated it

with all my force: but the engineer wanted not plaufible realbns to

oppofe to ours. According to him, it was an attempt that would coft

but little time and trouble ; all they had to do was to raife a caufey :

this they performed ; and the water deftroying their work two or three

times, they renewed it as often ; at laft it became proof againft the

water, but the river did not rife to the height they expedled : it is

true, indeed, that it wanted only fix feet, but that was furficient to

force them to abandon the work £, after having confumed in it a great

deal of time and money.

The king falling lick at Traverfy, where his head quarters were,

the liege of La-Fere fuffered a ftill longer delay. As foon as the news
was brought me I fiew to him, and never left him till his health was
perfectly re-eftablilhed. His ficknefs was confiderable enough to

make me apprehend for France the greateft lofs it could pofiibly luf-

* His name was Colas; the Spaniards " flow back within La-Fere, it fpoiled all

nniled to make him count de La- " the magazines they had in the lower
" parts and cellars of the town. It was

t Peter de Beringhcn was himfelf a " a large machine, above a quarter of a

. and b irn at Bruflels. " league in length. Such an undertaking

% D'Aub not fpeak of it fo " fhews, that neither the king nor the

ly, ch. 12. ibid. " Thecaufey, " kingdom was diipirited under their pref-

. " having made the river Oil'e " furey and difadvantages."

..I. C c c tain.
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tain. The governor of La-Fere, rinding himfelf in want of every

thing that could enable him to hold out a longer time, Surrendered

the place to the king, who caufed it to be repaired ; and at the intreaty

of madam de Liancourt, he appointed her ion Cœfar to be governor of

it, Manicamp, a kiniman * oi this lady, performing all the functions

of that office, in quality of his lieutenant.

His majefty marching afterwards to the frontiers of Artois, took
the caftle of Imbercourt by aifauit ; and thought to have done the

fame, by petard, with the city of Arras. Maréchal Biron -f was the

caufe of the ill fuccefs of this laft enterprize, by not providing him-
felf with a fufficient quantity of petards : the three firft they applied

played tolerably well, but the fourth being thrown, without effecl,

into the ditch, with the perlbn that directed it, feveral of our men
were killed and wounded by it. It was, indeed, a mortifying thought
that a conqueft of fuch importance, which would have Secured Amiens
from the misfortune which foon after happened to it, ihould be loft for

want of a petard or two more. Biron, to avoid the reproaches he had
reafon to expect, got out of the way, and went to difcharge his rage

upon the county about Bapaume, where he made a horrible devasta-

tion.

The ill fuccefs of the attempt upon Arras was fufficiently com-
penfated by many favourable events that happened at the end of the

preceding year and the beginning of this, which I Shall pafs over

flightly as ufual; thefe were the reduction of Touloufe £, the prospe-

rity of the king's arms in Provence, and the reunion of the chiefs of
the league in the king's party. Joyeufe ||, who had quitted the habit

of a monk, to refume that of a foldier, and paid himfelf with ufury

for the mortifications of a cloifter, made a treaty with the king about
Henry de that time. The duke of Nemours followed his example ; but juft as

^
vol£

it was upon the point of being concluded, he died -j- with vexation,

as fome believe, for the bad fuccefs of fo many great projects. Saint-

Sorlin, his brother, continued the treaty for himfelf. The death of

* Philip de Longueval, fieur de Mani-
||
Henry de Joyeufe. He again entered

camp. himfelf among the capuchins, and died

t Biron, in his turn, loudly exclaimed there, under the name of father Ange.
againft the king's avarice. 4- " He voided, by his mouth and pores,.

X As to thefe fails, confult the hiitories " every drop of blood in his body." Pe-
before mentioned for the years 1595 and refixe, ibid. Cayct gives a very moving
1596. defcription of it, ibid. p. 519.

the
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the duke of Nevers * delivered the king likewit'e from a trouble foine 1596.

uieleis llrvant. Laftly, the duke of Maïcnne, now ablblutely difgulted ' v '

with the treachery of the Spaniards, began to think ferioufly upon

means to reitore himfelf to the favour of the king.

The king thought it of fuch importance to make himfelf mafter

of Arras, that he refolved to befiege it in form. I was the only per-

fon to whom he communicated this defign ; fecrecy was of fuch

confequence on this great occahon, that he durit not truft any one

with the care of making obfervations upon the place, and therefore

undertook that talk himfelf. I had continued the whole winter at

Paris, employed in his majefty's fervice, and fometimes made little ex-

curiions to Moret, in which I took great delight. One day, when I

was bufy in overfeeing my workmen, who were levelling the high

grounds about two thoufand paces from my houfe, to bring thither

two rivulets which form thofe two fheets of water which are at prefent

near the great allev, a courier from madam de Liancourt arrived, who
brought me a letter from this lady, and another from his majefty, in

which he informed me of his dehgns upon Arras, and the methods

by which he hoped to fucceed. I had never ken this prince in fo

great a rage as by this letter he appeared to be in, againft the " im-
" pofitions and rogueries (thefe were his words) of eight gluttons ;"

* Louis de Gonzague died of a dyfen- " turns fuitable to the manner in which I

try at TVelTe in 1595, aged fifty-fix: of " fcrve you ; and it appears to all the world

chagrin, fays others, becaufe that when he " that youdo not valueme much.— I

talked with Henry l\'. advifing him with " was treated in the manner you treat me
regard to Calais, this prince made anfwer, " by the kings your predeceflbrs ; from
"• How can you advife me on this head ? " them I received many favours, whereby
" you who have never been nighcr that " I was obliged to ferve them implici

" town than feven leagues." Though " and I am yet to receive the firft favour

M. de Thou, liv. cxiii. and Brantôme, " from your majeftv. If fatal and ruinous

torn. III. p. 259. very much extol him, the " commiffions be not the favours I re-

charge which the duke de Sully brings a- " ceivc from you, I will be fo free as to

gainft him, of having been always a very " tell you, that I have received no ether

cxpenfivc fcrvant to his mafter, may be ea- " fince vou were pleafed to order me into

i"ily made out, even from this general's " thefe parts," Sec. rx 34S. And there

own letters to Henry IV. of which we are a great many more letters in the lame

have a collection in de Nevers's Memoirs, ftrain. It is from thefe the duke of

torn. II. p. 237, 376. " If your majefty," to whom Henry IV. communicated ali his

fays he to him in one of his letters, "can- cabinet fecrets, formed a judgment as to

" not or will not come this length, I (hall the difpofitions of the duke de jMevers, and
" remove fo far, that there will be no not from thofe he wrjt to feverel other per-
" grounds to expect any fuccours from me. fons, which fll i.chment and
" In truth, fire, you do not make me re- zeal for the king' I'-rfon.

C c c 2
"" which
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who were given him, he laid, inftead of one that he had before :

" thofe rafcals," added he, " with that prodigious number of inten-

" dants who have brought in all their male and female golïîps, feail

" together, and have confumed above a hundred thoufand crowns, a

" fum large enough to drive all the Spaniards out of France." This

was, indeed, exactly true, which I ihall make fufficiently clear when
I enter into an account of the finances ; at prefent I mail only relate

two or three circumftances.

The council of the finances fuppofed, that in order to furnifh the.

fupplies for the iiege of La-Fere, they ihould be called upon to clear

their accounts : in this, however, they were miftaken, the king having

put the fu perin tendency of the fiege wholly into my hands. Thefe

iupplies Defcures, la Corbiniere, and fome other contractors, with

whom the financers lived in fuch intelligence, that they made ufe oc-

caiionally of their names, without admitting them to more than very

fmall (hares, were engaged to procure. They then treated, under thefe

borrowed names, with tradefmen and purveyors, who commonly ferved

them at the loweft prices,, and contrived to charge to the king thrice

the real expence.

The following fact I had from the king himfelf. Very confider-

able arrears were due from the royal treafury to the Swifs foldiers,

German horfe, and other foreigners in the French pay. The council

fuborned a man, named Otoplote, who gave the receivers deputed

by thefe foreigners to underffand, that they muff never expect to be

paid, unlefs they confented to reduce their demands to fuch a moderate

fum as could be given them, without draining the exchequer. The re-

duction was agreed to; but the gentlemen of the council charged the

whole fum to the king's account, and by this means robbed his ma-
jefly, or rather the lawful creditors, of the overplus.

To this many other frauds of the fame kind may be added. Thefe

gentlemen revelled in luxury, while the king and his houfhold wanted

neceffaries. A few days after that on which his majefty wrote to me,

he fent to inform them that he had occafion for eight hundred thou-

fand crowns, for an enterprize of great importance (the fiege of Arras;)

he intreated, he conjured them to let him have this fum, but in vain;

all the anfwer he could get was, that fo far from being able to furnifh

him with what he demanded, they knew not how to fupply the ex-

pences of his houfhold. It is, indeed, curious to fee how this houfe-

hold
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hold was iiipported. " I am," fays this amiable and worthy prince,

in a letter to me, " very near my enemies, and hardly a horlè to carry
" me into the battle, nor a complete fuit of armour to put on ; my
*' lhirts are all ragged, my doublets * out at elbow, my kettle is

" feldom on the hre, and thefe two lad days I have been obliged to

" dine where I could, for my purveyors have informed me, that

" they have not wherewithal to furniih my table." Thofe belonging

to the gentlemen of the council were better provided. Henry, in his

letter, deplored thefe monftrous abufes, lefs on his own account than

on his people's, whom he faid he looked upon as his children, fince

heaven had given him no others, and propofed to me the deiign of

aifembling the dates at' the kingdom, to conlider of a remedy for alL

thefe mildemeanors.

I obeyed the order the king gave me to burn his letter, but not

till I had taken a copy of it ; and the reafons for keeping it fecret no

longer fubfifting, I think it my duty to publiih the contents, as a proof

of the wifdom and goodnefs of this prince : his majedy concluded his

letter with ordering me to come to him in Picardy, and to conducl

his midrefs thither. We were the only perlons to whom he could dif-

clofe his thoughts with freedom. The letter from madam de Lian-

court was very fhort; in it die informed me, that die would let out

the Tuefday following, in order to reach Maubuilfon on Wednefday,.
where lhe had a filler, who was abbefs, and that die would wait for An§el

me there.

I arrived at Corbeil on Saturday evening, intending to pals part

of Sunday and all Monday at Paris, having fome purchafes to make
for the palace. Juft as I entered the ftreet de la Coutellerie, I met a

medenger from madam de Liancourt, who acquainted me, that that

lady having received freih letters from the king, and alio an account

that her filler, the abbefs of Maubuiffon, was ill, die had determined

to fet out before the day appointed, and that I might join her at Pon-
toife. I fufpecded this lady had an intention to make her court to the

king at the expence of my dilatorinefs ; I therefore altered my cefolu-

tion, and told my people, that I would go that fame night to Maubuif-
fon, without (lopping at Paris but only while I refredied myfelf and

baited my horfes, which I did at the fird inn I came to, whofe deiign

* " I have fecn upon him," fays !e " breaft-plate, and torn in the fleeves ; as

Grain, liv. viii. " a coal hite " alfo ftockings that were much worn and
" cloth, that was very much loikd by his " holed through on the fword iidi

."

i was

d'Llhces.



3&'2 MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book VKI.

1 596. was the three pigeons. The mention of this inn recalls to my remem-
<——v~—' brance a comical adventure which happened to me there.

Entering, without any attendants, into a very large cham-
ber, I found a man walking about it very faft, and fo abibrbeci in

thought, that he neither iaiuted me, nor, as I imagine, perceived my
enterance. Looking at him with more attention, every thing in his

perfon, his manner, his countenance, and drefs, appeared to me very

uncommon, his body was long and ilender, his face thin and withered,

his beard white and forked ; he had a large hat on his head that co-

vered his face, a cloak buttoned clofe at the collar, boots of an enor-

inous fize, a fword that trailed on the ground, and in his hand a large

double bag, like thofe that are tied to faddle-bows. I afked him,

in a raifed tone of voice, if he lodged in that chamber, and why he

feemed_ in fuch profound contemplation ? My man, affronted at the

queftion, without faluting, or even deigning to look at me, anfwered

me rudely, that he was in his own chamber, and that he was thinking

of his affairs, as I might do of mine. Although I was a little fur-

prized at his impertinence, I neverthelefs defired him very civilly to

permit me to dine in that chamber ; a propolal which he received

grumbling, and was followed by a refuial ffill lefs polite. That mo-
ment three of my gentlemen, my pages, and fome footmen, entering

the room, my brutal companion thought fit to foften his looks and

words, pulled off his hat, and offered me every thing in his power:

then fuddenly, eying me with a fixed regard, afked me, with a wild

air, where I was going? I told him to meet the king: " What, fir,"

he replied, " has the king lent for you? Pray tell me on what day and
" hour you received his letters, and alio at what hour you fet out?"

It was not difficult to difcover an aftrologer by thefe queffions,

which he afked me with an invincible gravity. I was farther obliged to

tell him my age, and to allow him to look into my hands. After all

thefe ceremonies were over, " Sir," faid he, with an air of furprize and

refpect, " I will refign my chamber to you very willingly, and before

" it be long, many more perfons will quit their places to you with
*' more regret than I do mine." The more I pretended to be affo-

nifhed at his great abilities, the more he endeavoured to give me proofs

of them ; he promifed me riches, honours, and power (affrologers are

feldom niggards) and added, that if I would inform him of the hour

of my birth, he would tell me all that had or ever would happen to

me; but without defiring to know my name, or telling me his, he

thought
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thought proper, after thefe words, to leave me precipitately, exeufing

himfelffor not flaying longer with me, upon the neceflity he was un-

der to carry lbme papers immediately to his advocate and procurator.

I made no' efforts to detain him ; but it was not the lame with my
people, whom I perceived to be feized with fear and refpefl; at every

word this madman uttered. I diverted my wife with an account of

this little adventure in the firft letter I wrote to her.

In the evening I arrived at MaubuhTon, which ferves for a fuburb

to Pontoiie : there I met madam de Liancourt, with whom I took the

road next day to Clermont. I rode about {even or eight hundred paces

before the litter in which this lady was, and which was followed at

feme diflance by a great unwieldy coach that carried her women ; be-

fore and behind this coach marched feveral mules loaded with bag-

gage. About a league from Clermont, where the road was very nar-

row, a fteep hill on one fide, and a hanging valley on the other, leav-

ing only room enough for two carriages to go a-breaA ; the coachman

alighting upon lbme occaiion or other, one of the mules palling near

the fide of the coach, after it flopped, by its neighing, and the found of

its bells, fo terrified the horfes, which unfortunately happened to be

young and fkittifh, that, taking the bit between their teeth, they drew

the coach along with Inch rapidity, that meeting with two other

mules, they overturned them in their courfe. The women within,

feeing a thoufand abyfles opened under their feet, apprehended then-

danger, and let forth molt lamentable cries. The coachman and

muleteers endeavoured in vain to flop the horfes : they were already

within fifty paces of the litter, when madam Liancourt, alarmed by

the noiie, looked out, and fcreamed aloud ; I alfo turned back, and

trembling at the danger in which I faw this lady and her attendants,

without being able to affift them on account of the diAance I was at,

" Ah! friend," faid I to La-Font, " the women will be dafhed in

" pieces, what will become of us? and what will the king fay?"

While I was thus fpeaking, I pufhed my horfe forwards with all my
ftrength ; but this was ufelefs, and I lhould have arrived too late.

By one of thefe lucky chances, and which almoft amount to a

miracle, when the danger was greatefl, the axle-tree of the litter wheels

coming out of the nave by a violent lhock which broke the pegs, the

two wheels fell on each fide, and the coach to the ground, and there

flopped 5 one of the hindmolt horfes was thrown down by the fhock,

and kept in the other; the fore horfes broke their traces, and pallid

fo
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lb clofe to the litter, which was already at the extremity of the preci-

pice, that it is plain if they had drawn the coach along with it, it would
have been thrown over 'c. I flopped them and gave them to my do-

meftics to hold, after which I flew to relieve madam de Liancourt,

who was half dead with fear. I went next to the coach, and aflifted

the women to get out of it : they were for having the coachman hanged,

and I was complaifant enough to give him two or three ftrokes with my
cane. At length their terrors being entirely difhpated, and the carriage

refitted, we relumed our journey; and till we arrived at Clermont I

continued to ride clofe to madam de Liancourt's litter.

The king had fet out for this place to meet his miftrefs, and arrived

there a quarter of an hour after us. 1 did not fail to inform him im-
mediately of what had happened ; and while I was relating this adven-

ture, I obferved him attentively, and faw him turn pale and tremble.

By thefe emotions, which I never perceived in him in the greateft dan-

gers, it was eafy to guefs the violence of his pafiion for this lady.

The firft moments were given to tendernefs ; after which the king

confulted with me concerning the ftate of his affairs. That which was
of moft confequence at prefent, was the advice he had juif received, by

a letter from Rouen, that the duke of Montpenfier, engaged more ftrict-

]y than ever with the factious courtiers, had formed a very dangerous

defign againll: his royal perfon (this defign was not explained); and that

he was endeavouring by all forts of methods, to gain himfelf depen-

dents. The king was ib much the more afflicted at this news, as he

really loved the duke of Montpenfier; and fince policy hindered him
from marrying his lifter to the count of Soilfons, or any of the princes

of Lorrain, he was accuftomed to look upon this prince as his future

brother-in-law. He infifted that all other bufinefs being poftponed for

this, I lhould go immediately to Rouen, and there either prevail upon
the duke of Montpenfier to return to his duty, or difconccrt all his

projects.

I staid fix days at Rouen, and during that time I had fufficient rea-

fon to be convinced that the imputations againll: this prince were abfo-

lutely falfe, and an artifice of thofe who fought to throw the gover-

nment into confufion. The duke of Montpenfier, whofe fentiments were

very different from thofe they accufed him of, fuffered nothing to ap-

pear either in his actions or difcourfe, but what proved his ftrict at-
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connexions, durfl not in his prefence avow any principle contrary to his I 59(S

and had no hope of ever gaining him. One day when he did me the v—-"v—

"

honour to invite me to dine with him, he talked to me of his refolu-

tion to continue inviolable in his duty to the king, with a candour and

freedom which thofe who knew him are fenlible he would not ha* q

been capable of had he been confeious of any fecret guilt; and although

lie did not leek to jultify himfelf, yet innocence carries along with it

certain filent proofs which cannot be refitted. He embraced me lè-

verai times as a man who was dear to him by being faithfully devoted

to the king ; and on that account promiled me his friendibip, of which
I have lince had manyinltanccs. I mentioned to him his marriage with
the princefs Catherine, as an affair in whieh the king was as felicitous

for his fuccefs as he himfelf could be. He confeffed to me that he had
never delired any thing with fo much ardour as the poiTeflion of this

princefs, but that he durfl not flatter himfelf with a hope of obtaining

her, fince he had not qualities, he laid, capable of gaining her heart, or

of fubduing the afcendant the count of Soiflbns had over him. I re-

mained entirely fatisfied with the duke of Montpenfier's fentiments,and

refolved to give a good account of them to the king. The remainder of

the time I itaid at Rouen I employed in renewing my former friend-

lhips with lèverai perlons, among whom were the firif prelîdent de
Boquemare, meilleurs de Lanquetot, de Gremonville, de Bourgthe-

roulde, de Berniere, all members of the parliament; the abbots de
Tiron, and Martinbault ; the fleurs de Motteville, des Hameaux, de
Mefnil, captain of the Old Palace ; de la Haulle, de Menencourt, du
Mefnil-balil, and others, by whom I was treated, and whom I treated

in my turn. I lodged with la Pile, one of my particular friends.

I eound the king flill at Amiens *, where a few days after arrived

deputies from the principal cities of Provence, and Languedoc, whofe
compliments and harangues his majefty received with his accuflomed

goodnefs. The deputy faom Marfeilles was heard with moil pleafurc,

as he fpoke for a city fo ancient, and at all times fo faithful to its fo-

vereigns.

The king being not only undeceived by my report of the duke of

Montpenlier, but alfo more than ever convinced of his affection, refolved

* The deputies of the town of Amiens " was afraid of you ; and for my part I

fpeeakingto htm, in their addrefs, ofHen- " I neither fear nor love you." Le
ry llld's goodnefs. " Yes," fays he to Grain, Decade d'Henry le Grand, liv. x.

them, " he was a good prince, but he

Vol. I. D d d t»
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to make one effort more in his favour ; and unfortunately I was the

perlon whom he fixed upon to difcharge this new commiffion. Hav-
ing fsnt for me one night to his bediide, he told me, that under a pre-

tence of vifiting the princefs Catherine, I muft go and endeavour to

prevail upon her to give the duke of Montpenfier that place in her

heart which the count of SoifTons *, notwithstanding the facrifice of

the marriage contract, mil poffeffed. After what had happened to me
at Chartres upon this occafion, I thought it rafhnefs to embark in an

affair in which it was impoflible to fucceed. I conjured the king not

to expoi'e me, by this new attempt, to the eternal hatred of this princefs,

and the count. My intreaties, preffing as they were, had no effect : he
anlwered me only with the proverb, a good wti/ter, a boldfervant ; and I

had nothing for it but obedience.

My laffc refource was to demand my commiffion in writing,"" that it

might fecure me againft the fate of many courtiers, who have been dis-

graced for acting with blind obedience to their matter, againft perfons

of that rank ; and befides a letter of compliment to the princefs, I re-

quired a fécond, in which he mould deduce the motives of my journey,

the nature of his orders, and the manner, and arguments by which he

deiired I mould enforce them. When I made this propofal, the king,

always tenacious of what concerned his honour, replied that his greateii

enemies never demanded more fecurity than his word. I anfwered by

affuring him that I would never make ufe of it but at the laft extremity;

and that if the princefs mould appear difpofed to comply with his

defires, provided I could convince her that I aded folely by his autho-

rity, this writing would then be neceffary. The king yielded to this

lait, argument ; and being furnifhed with this authentic piece, I took

the road to Fontainebleau, where the princefs then was, extremely per-

plexed with the part I had undertaken.

I staid only a day at Paris, from whence I went to the princefs,.

who expected me with impatience, the king having informed her ibme
days before by Loménie ofmy intended journey,without explaining the

occaiion of it. She had flattered herfelf (for love, if it fears all, hopes all

likewife) that I might poflibly be come to make the count of Soiffons

happy; and this thought made me happy alfo, as long as it lafted, which
was the two firft days ; for thofe I thought neceffary to give to civility

and compliments. She altered her behaviour on the third, when me

* She ufed to fay to {uch as fpoke to her " I will have my count." Matthieu, torn.

t>u the king's part: M Above all things, II. li,v. ii. p. 628.

found
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found that I only introduced the fubject of her love to declare to her

that the count of Soiflbns had, by his imprudent conduct, incenfed the

king to fuch a degree, that rtie ought no longer to think of making him
her huiband : for I judged it proper to begin by removing one, before

1 endeavoured to introduce the other.

Although, in lpeakingof the count of Soiflbns, I made ufe of the

gentleft terms my imagination could furnith me with, he had in the

princefs lb ardent a defender, that in her anfwer (lie intermingled the

harfheft epithets, and menaces of depriving me of the king's favour.

Aftonifhed ut a rage fo fudden and violent, I thought of nothing but

appealing her, otherwife my commiflion would have that moment been

at an end. I therefore mtreated her to hear me, and began a tedious

ibcech, of which I knew not myfelf the end: and firft.I introduced a

long and eloquent protestation of my refpect, attachment, and earned:

deûre to ferve her ; during which I racked my imagination in vain, to

fumiih me with the means of calming her mind, fince what it was
moil: neceflary flie lhould hear, namely the count of Soiflbns' infolent

behaviour to the king, was precifely that which would enrage her the

m oft. I ventured however to break through this difficulty, and con-
jured her to reflect fcrioufly whether this prince had, by his whole con-
duct, deferved that the king fhould be fblicitous to raife his fortune. It

was the hope only that a dilcourfe,whole beginning was fo difagreeable,

would end in a manner favourable to her palfion, that obliged the

princefs to give any attention to me ; which I judged by thofe emo-
tions of anger and diidain which overfpread her face alternately with
bluflies and palenefs.

I continued to lay before her, with all the moderation imaginable,

the many caules of ill-will which the count had given the king, particu-

larly bis behaviour in Burgundy, certainly inexcufable even in the eves

of a miftrel's. I ufed however the precaution to repeat frequently that

for my own part, I believed the count to be very diftant from tholè fen-

timents which his conduct gave room to attribute to him: I dwelt upon
the confequences it muft unavoidably have, at a time when a procefs

was actually commenced againft the princefs of Conué, by which the

prince her Ion, ftiil a huguenot, lived uncertain of his ltate, in a kind of

banilhment at Rochelle. Thisaflairbeingofthenumberof thofein which
jnttice alone was not furficient, the friends of the young prince would have
fouad it difficult to have fcattered thofe accufations againft the mother,

and it-cured to the fon his rank of firft prince of the blood and prefump-

D d d 2 tive
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tive heir to the crown, if the king, by fupprefiing the inftruments of

the procefs, as he did at laft, had not interefted himfelf in the juftihca-

tion of the one, and the defence of the other. I made the princefs

feniible that the count was mafter of his own fate, but that he made lb

bad an ufe of the king's favourable difpofitions towards him, that he

would infallibly oblige him to engage in the interefts of his rival. In

fhort, I laid enough to have made any other think he was greatly to be

blamed.

The princefs, who during this difcourfe, had fallen into a reverie,

occafioned more by vexation than prudent reflections, interrupted me
here, to halten to that conclufion which I had given her a favourable

hint of, and which feemed farther off in proportion as I lengthened my
foeech. . But having once begun, me was not fufficiently miilrefs of

herfelf to flop where fhe intended ; and giving way to the rage that

filled her heart, me fell upon me a fécond time, who, me faid, only

fought to deceive her, and upon the king her brother, " who loves me
" fo much," faid fhe ironically, " that he cannot relblve to get rid of
" me ;" and as a proof entered into a long enumeration of her lovers ;

amongft whom it would have been eafy to prove that fhe had miffed of

an eftablilhment through her own fault, as when fhe refufed the king of

Scotland. In the courfe of her complaints fhe neither fpared the queen

her mother, nor king Henry the third, who, fhe faid, had all confpired

to keep her fingle. Her ftock of rancour being almoft exhaufted by fo

many invectives, the fofter paffion took its place, and naturally turned

her thoughts on the count of Soiffons ; a fubject which fhe treated not

lefs amply, but in a manner very different from the former.

At length, recollecting that her defign by interrupting me was to

hear that advice by which, I told her, all paft errors might be repaired,

fhe afked me pofitively what that advice was, but with the fame tone of

malignant raillery; by which I was ftill better convinced that her mind
was irritated beyond the power of human eloquence to cure : but preffed

by the queftion I replied, " By the count of Soiffons' doing the very
" contrary of what he has hitherto done." The obfervations I madg
while I pronounced thefe few words, were fufficicnt to perfuade me,

that it would be to no purpofc to propofe the duke of Montpeniier to

her ; I therefore looked upon my commiffion to be at an end, or rather

iibfolutely ufelc fs, and all I aimed at now was to draw myfelf out of

this tmbarraffment by expreffions fo vague and general, that the prin-

cefs might not take any advantage of me, nor afterwards maintain that

J bad failed in my promife to her. Nothing is more eafy than this

1 kind
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kind of dilcourfe. I entered at firlt upon the neccflary duties ofcrowned 1 596.

heads, and expatiated long upon the fubjecl: ; from whence, however, <— ""Y

I drew no other inference, but that the king could not be reproached

with any failure of his. This introduced another let dilcourfe, divi-

ded into feveral parts, wherein Henry's gentlenefs of difpolition was

not (lightly difcuficd; and to conclude by fomething (till clearer, fince

the princefs, contrary to my expectations, had patience enough to lilten

to fo tedious an harangue, I allured her, in few words, that Henry's

temper was fuch, that I was confident he would be eafily prevailed

upon to confient to every thing that was realbnable.

The princefs, furprized at fio precipitate a conclufion, afiked me,
indeed with fome appearance of reafon, if I had nothing more to fay

to her; for it is certain, that I had gone a great way about to little

purpofe : I replied, that I had fitill a great many things to add. This
long converfation having lafited till night, I depended upon having

wearied the princefs fo much, that fhe would take an abfolute leave of
me : but I was miftaken ; (he gave me only till the next day to fatisfiy

her demands, and left me with a iullen and malignant air, accompanied

with a glance, ard fome interjections, which I heard as I went out, upon
the part I had played at Chartres ; from whence I drew a very unfa-

vourable prefage.

1 should have been the mofit prefumptuous of all men, if, after this,

I could have flattered myfelf with being able to bring her to the point

wc defiréd. Indeed I was fo far from entertaining fuch a thought, that

I lhould have been rejoiced, if the princefs, in quitting me, had com-
manded me never to appear before her again. I went however to wait

upon her at the appointed hour, which was after (lie had dined. She
had repaired to her cabinet earlier than ufual, and continued there (hut

up conferring with the ladies de Rohan, de la Guiche, de la Bane,
and de Neufvy, from none of whom I had the leafit reafon to expect

any good offices. I waited in her chamber, talking to the ladies de

Gratains, and Pangeac, and two other young ladies, who were as much
inclined to favour me as the others to do the contrary. I told them,
that I lhould not have been forry, if they had been in the princeis's cabi-

net inftead of thofe ladies that were then with her, who, I was per-

iuaded, were that very moment giving her very bad ^d/ice. They
told me I ought not to imagine fo, but in, a tone that confirmed me in

my opinion.

Ix
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1 1 was nn hour at leaft, before the princefs came out; flie had been

all this time preparing herfelf, and, perceiving me, told me that flie

was going to give me her anfwer ; the purport of which it was not diffi-

cult to goals, by the cold yet contemptuous air with which fhe pronoun-

ced thole words. I followed her, in great uneafinefs ; but fhe ipared

me the pain of fpeaking firft, by telling me that (lie acquitted me of all

1 had promifed to inform her of, and that now I had nothing to do but

to hear her in my turn : then afïuming an air Hill more haughty and con-

temptuous, fhe treated me in the prefence of all thofe witneifes (I am
obliged to confefs it) like the bafeft of men, who, (he laid, took upon

myfelfthe character of a perfon of importance, and an able politician,

while, in reality, I was a vile and infamous paraiite, who had endea-

voured to extort from her own mouth a confefiion of faults, which

neither the nor the count had ever been guilty of, to make my court to

tiie king, who was himfelfafhamed of the part I had acted. The princeis

could not here avoid falling into the female fault of betraying, by an

exuberance of words, the referve fhe had refolved to maintain. Some-

thing which I had faid the evening before, relating to her conduct and

that of the count of Soitlbns in Beam, occurring to her memory, fhe

entered into an unfeafonable j unification of it. Pangeac was called

a great loggerhead, who had not yet received his deferts ; my com-
ment upon the duties of kings was found highly unbecoming : then

recalling herfelf from this rambling ftrain, flie told me, that to clofe

all with a few words, and to hinoer me from boafting of my com-
miilion, fhe gave me to underftand, that I was rafh and imprudent to

the lait degree, to concern myfelf with the affairs of a perfon fo far

above me; I, that was only a private gentleman, whole higheft honour

it had been to be brought up in her family, and who, as well as all my
relations, had fubfifted only upon the bounty of the princes of Navarre;

that the fate of all thole who, like me, ungrateful for part benefits,

durft prefume to interfere betwixt perlons fo nearly united, was to be

facrificed fooner or later, without the honour of having my interpofition

known to be the caufe. From a woman thefe expreffions might be en-

dured, but, as the princefs was well allured that no man whatever, not

even the count of Soiflbns, although a prince of the blood, durft treat

me in the fame manner, flie added, as the higheft affront flie could

think of, that all flie had faid was in the count's name as well as her

own. The conclufion of this fpeech was of a piece with all the reft :

£he threatened, with an excefs ofrage, to ruin me for ever with the king,

by
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by a fingle word, and forbad me, for the future, to appear in any place 1596.

where Ihe was. *•-"y—«*

I do not believe any diltinction of rank or fex can authorize the ufc

of terms lb outrageous : certainly it cannot be vanity in me to repeat

them ; but, as the princefs added endeavours to words, and obliged me
to take meafures for my own defence, in which, for the nrft time, I

waved that iubmillion which I owed to a princefs, the filter ofmy king.

I cannot better prove the necefiity I was under to take thofe fteps,

than by faithfully relating thofe converfations, and even the very words
that Mere made ufe of. Although my pride fuffered greatly by this

lhamelul treatment, I had difcretion and even policy enough, not to

furfer it to appear; I fay policy, for had my countenance exprehed the

lead: emotion, or my reply the leaft bitternefs, the princels, without

hearing me, would have left me in a triumph that it was necelfiry I

lhouki leflen before thofe perlons who either took part in or were wit-

nclfes of it.

I began therefore with the falfe timidity of a man who is felici-

tous to difculpate himfelf ', and that I might engage the princefs to hear

all I had to lay, I told her that I was very much grieved, to find that

the prejudices ihe had conceived made her discover a meaning in my
words that I had no intention to give them, and had drawn upon me a

treatment I could not pofiibly deierve; that it was eafy for me to con-
vince her how little I merited thole reproaches Ihe had call: upon me ;

and to begin uith the count of Soifions, (lie knew that in all I had laid

relating to him, I had added that, for my own part, I was ablblutely

convinced ot the rectitude of his intentions. By this introduction, I

Hopped the princels, who fuppofed Ihe mould icon have the plealure

to fee me imploring pardon at her feet.

I wcNT on with the fame compofure to tell her, that to remove the
difpleafure Ihe feemed to entertain, that a private gentleman and one
unworthy to approach her, Ihould be fent to treat with her, I begged
leave to remind her, that although, by the prodigality ofmy anceitors, I

was neither polfefled of the eftate nor dignities to which I had a claim,
yet, however, more than a hundred thoufand crowns had been carried

by the daughters of my family, into the houfes of Bourbon and Au-
firia * ; and that, far from being a charge to the king lince I had been

* I refer the reader to ihe explanation I moirs, about the alliances of the houfc of
have given in the beginning of thefe .Me- Bel
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in his tervice, his majefty had ibmetimes given me the pleafure to fee

him have recourse to me in his necefiities. I acknowledged, however,

that nothing could juftify my having exceeded his orders, if I had re-

ally been capable of doing fo. That moment, taking another paper

of the king's out of my pocket, addreffed to the princefs, in form
of a letter, I took the advantage of the aftonifhment into which I had
call her, to tell her, that to rinifh my melfage before I quitted her

for ever, I declared to her, as her fervant, that his majefty holding the

place of her father, and being likewife her mafter and her king, the

had no other part to take than fubmifîîon to his will ; that without

liftenirig to any thing the count of Soiifons could fuggeft, fhe muft
i doive either to accept of a hulband from the king her brother, or in-

cur the lois of his favour; that in this laft cafe, it would be a very

feniible mortification to her, after having held the rank of a queen, to

fee herfelf reduced to a very inconsiderable fortune, iince fhe was not

ignorant, that befides the prefents the king had bellowed, in the resig-

nation he had made her of thofe eftates the at prefent enjoyed, he had
confulted rather the dictates of his own heart than the laws and cuftoms

of Navarre, which would have appointed a very fmall provilion for

her.

These laft words drew the princefs, in fpite of herfelf, out of that

fcornful infenlibility fhe had affected to lhew, to enter into the

greater!: tranfport of rage that any woman could be capable of. After

giving vent to all that anger could infpire, fhe went furioufly into her

cabinet ; and I withdrew, with great cempofure, towards the ftaircafe,

whither madam de Neufvy came running after me, to tell me, that

the princefs had lent her to demand the letter I had fhewn her. This

was a new ftratagem of thofe four ladies, who had perfuaded the prin-

cefs, that fhe would ruin me more effectually with the king, if fhe

could make it appear that I had facrificed his majefty's letter. I per-

ceived the fnare that was laid for me, and I replied to madam de Neuf-

vy, that I was furprized the princefs, after having refufed to hear the

contents of the letter, fhould fend immediately to demand it. I added,

that I would communicate it only to the princefs, and read it to her,

having occafion for it myfelf. This was not what the melfenger want-
ed, and fhe returned without making me any anfwer.

I went that evening to Moret, where my wife then was, and flay-

ing with her only one day, fet out the next for Paris, to meet my
courier, whom I had fent from Fontainebleau with difpatches to the

kin».
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king. But I was greatly furprized when, inftead of him, I faw young 1 ;q6.

Boëfle, the princefs's fteward of the houfhold, arrive with a letter, at W—-v—
which I was Aill more furprized, when I faw it was from the king. I

knew that Boëfle. was the perfon whom flic fent with her difpatches to

his majefty. I found that this letter had been fent open to the princefs,

and had not been tranfmitted to me till it had paffed through her hands,

and that fhe had fealed it with her own feal : all thefe circumftances left

me no room to doubt ofmy misfortune, which by a fad foreboding in

my mind was flill more confirmed, and I opened the letter trembling.

My fears were but too juft; inftead of praifes, and thofe expreflionsof

efleem and confidence with which the king's letters to me were gene-

rally filled, my eyes were ftruck with a fevere command to make the

princefs fatisfaiStion. His majefty " could not fuffer (thefe were his

words) " that one of his fubjecls fliould affront a princefs, and his

" After, without punifliing him immediately for his fault, if he did

" not repair it by fubmiflion."

I was overwhelmed, I confefs, with this unexpected blow, and

fo much the more, as, having no reafon to imagine that the king had

not received my letter, I faw that it was after he had read it that I was

thus treated. What reflections did I not then make upon the misfortune

of being employed in fettling the differences of perfons of fuch rank,

and the danger offerving kings. I had nothing to reproach myfelf with,

in regard to Henry ; I had ferved him four and twenty years with

an unwearied afliduity, and a zeal that nothing could allay : it was

with reluctance that I accepted this laft difagreeable commiffion : the

writing which I had obtained of the king contained many things much
more fevere than any I had faid to the princefs ; and I had fupprefled

them at a time when it would, perhaps, have been excufable to have

aggravated them. My guilt was, at moil, a too faithful obedience ;

yet his majefty facrificed me cruelly, without any regard to my rea-

fons, or his own exprefs commands. I was fenfibly afte&ed with this

injuftice, and all my thoughts ran upon forming ftrong refolutions to

quit the court for ever.

But fcarce had I taken thefe refolutions when a thoufand motive?

concurred to make me change them. Henry, as I had already often

proved, had acquired fuch an empire over my will, that after repeated

oaths on my fide to quit him, a tingle word from him has drawn me
to him as it were by enchantment. To this was added the coniidera-

tion of my own intereft : by liftening to my refentment I was expofing

myfelf to lofe the rewards of my lonu; fervices, when I was juft upon

Vol. I. Eee the
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he point of obtaining them, and at a time when, being difinherited

by the vifcount de Gand, I loft an eftate of fifty thoufand livres a year;

exhaufted by a long and painful fervice, having a houfe to eftablifh,

and menaced with a numerous family by the fertility ofmy wife, thefe

expected rewards were all my refource, and the only foundation I had

to build upon. But, on the other fide, how could I endure to fufter,

like a criminal, the haughty and contemptuous behaviour of a prin-

cefs, with whom I had juft before maintained a character fo different,

and who would make this cup as bitter for me as fhe was able ? The
agitation and grief of my mind may be eafily imagined.

I at length took the moft prudent part I could, but it was far from
fufpending the uneafinefs that preyed upon my fpirits ; I feigned fick-

nefs, and the deep melancholy with which I was feized, was in reality

capable of communicating to my body part of the diforder of my mind.

I difcovered to no perfon whatever the caufe ofmy grief, but lent for

a phyfician, who making me tremble for the confequences of a difeafe

entirely ofmy own framing, promifed, however, to reftore me to health

by the force of bleeding and purges.

At four o'clock in the afternoon another phyfician arrived, for

whom the cure of my diftemper was referved ; this was Picaut, my
courier, whom I had waited for impatiently, to take, upon the ac-

counts he fhould bring me, my laft refolutions.
;

After informing me
that he had had the misfortune to ftrain his ankle, which was the

caufe that the princefs's courier came to the king before him, he

preiented me with a letter, in this prince's own hand-writing, which
removed all my complaints : Henry told me in it, that I had rea-

fon to be offended with the contents of his former letter, which he had

written in one of thofe fudden tranfports that I knew were natural

to him, and upon exaggerated complaints, joined to the inftances and

importunities of his filler ; but that to calm my uneafinefs, he allured

me he would difavow nothing I had faid, in which ifhe failed, he would
permit me to make ufe of his own letter againft him : he concluded

with thefe words, " Come to me, that you may inform me more par-

" ticularly of all that has palled, and depend upon being as well re-

" ceived by me as you have ever been, let who will be angry at it.

" Adieu, my friend."

In this kind familiarity I knew again my old mafter. This letter

was dateUuhe 17th of May, and the firft the 15th, and both from

2 Amiens,
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Amiens, for which place I fet out very early in the morning, and ar- i £96.

rived there the next day. I neither fuppreflfed nor palliated any part ^-~~v -»

of what had been faid or done at Fontainebleau between the princefs

and me ; and his majefty, by repeated exprelfions of friendfhip and

elteem for me, mewed that he approved of my whole conduct.

That I may not too often interrupt the courfe of my hiftory by a

recital which is equally proper every where, I lhall finilh in a few

words, all that concerns this affair. La Varenne, who was employed

by the princels to take care of her interests at the court, did not tail to

inform her of the good reception the king gave me, and the report that

was every where fpread, that the finances would be wholly confided

to my care. The princels comprehended, by this news, that it was

now neceffary not only to renounce her vengeance, but alio to be upon

good terms, for the future, with a man from whofe hands hencefor-

wards all the appointments for the fupport of her houlhold would

proceed. Whether fhe was convinced that me herfelf was wrong, or

ftill imputed the blame to me, fhe had the generofity to pardon me :

and I muft confefs, to the honour of this princefs, that in this fhe

fhewed a greatnefs of foul of which few perlons could have been ca-

pable. If in thole qualities which marked the character of this princefs,

we except an excefs of vivacity which it was not in her power to re-

ftrain, and to which, in the affair above mentioned, was added the

force of the moft impetuous of all paffions, her difpofition will be

found naturally good and eafy, capable even of the refinements of

friendfhip, and the warmth of gratitude.

She communicated this alteration of her fentiments with regard to

me to madam de Pangeac, one of my friends j and even made the

firft advances to madam de Rofny. I had left her in childbed at Mo-
ret. When her health was perfectly re-eftablifhed, fhe went one day to

church at Fontainebleau, and returned without waiting upon the prin-

cefs, under pretence of a flight indifpofition which confined her

to her bed. Madam de Pangeac making her fome reproaches, as if

from herfelf, but in reality by the princefs's orders, my wife found

herfelf obliged to tell her, that the terms I was upon with the prin-

cefs made it impofhble for her to do herfelf that honour. At a fé-

cond journey which madam de Rofny made to Fontainebleau, the prin-

cefs caufed her to be told, that the reafons fhe had given madam de

Pangeac ought not to prevent her coming to fee her. Accordingly:

my wife waited upon her, and had a molt gracious reception. She

E e e 2 confeffed

» •
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1596. confeffed to her fincerely, that fhe was not yet entirely fatisfied with
"—-Y"—-J my conduit, as fhe thought lhe had reafon to expect a very different

one, confidering thofe inftances of friendfhip which I had received

from her in my youth : fhe mentioned lèverai parties of pleafure

at Pau, or at M. de Mioffens' *, where fhe had done me the honour

to take me with her, particularly that when running at the ring I

gained the prize, which was a jewel of fmall value, and was going to

receive it from her hand, fhe changed the jewel, and gave me one in

its ftead worth two thoufand crowns. She did not forget to mention,

that my father had often carried the queen, her mother, in his arms.

After all this, the princefs very obligingly told my wife, that her re-

fentment againfl me had never extended to her, whofe difpofition fhe

loved. She faid a thoufand obliging things of M. de Saint-Martin,

my wife's uncle, who had been firft gentleman of the bedchamber
to the king; and of madam de Saint-Martin, the filler of M. de

Mioffens, and confequently a near relation of her own.

Madam de Rofny left her extremely well fatisfied, and fully de-

termined to ufe her utmoft endeavours to reftore me to her favour.

She made no attempts this firft vifit, but afterwards, obferving to

the princefs the attention I fhewed in fettling the affignments for the

payment of the offices of her houfholdj and reprefenting to her, that

it was by repeated orders from his majefty that I had fubdued the re-

luctance I had to accept of that commifhon which had offended her,

madam de la Force, who was then at the princefs's toilet, joined my
wife ; and what furprized me greatly, being fiipported by the ladies de

Rohan and de la Barre, they prevailed upon her to fend for me
that moment. From the time that the princefs was convinced of my
innocence, fhe had fo great a degree of friendfhip for me as to confide

all her fecrets to me alone : fhe propofed and promoted with all her

intereft the marriage of my eldeft daughter with the duke of Rohan,

her neareft relationf on the fide of the deceafed queen her mother, and

the heir of her eftate in Navarre. The king did not then approve of

this match, though he did afterwards. And laftly, when this prin-

cefs fet out for Lorrain, fufficiently difcontented, as it is well known,

* Henry d' Albret, baron de Mioffens. of that name, vifcount de Rohan, and Ifa-

t Henry II. ol that name, duke de Ro- bella D'Albret, daughter to John king of

han, &c. who married Margaret de Be- Navarre. See in all the genealogifts the

thune, as fhall be feen in the lequel of other alliances of this illufhious houfe with

thole Memoirs, was grandfon to René I. that of France.

with
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with the court of France, me declared publicly, that there were only

three perfons in it whom ihe efteemed, and that I was one of them.

Hostilities between the king's party and that of the league

continued, during the years 1595 and 1596, in the fame parts of

the kingdom as in the preceding years: in Britanny, between metiieurs

d'Aumont and de Saint-Luc, and the duke of Mercœur ; and in the

provinces in the fouth of France, where feveral little ikirmiihes hap-

pened between memeurs de Ventadour, de la Rochefoucaut, de Châ-
teauueuf, de Saint-Angel, de Loftange, de Chambaret, and other of-

ficers on the king's fide * ; and memeurs de Pompadour, de Raftignac,

de Saint-Chamant, de Montpefat, de la Chapelle Biron, and other

leaguers. The defeat of the Crocans, the fiege of Blaye, the facking

of Agen, and the death of the duke of Rochefoucaut, are the molt

remarkable events -j- that happened in the Limofin and the adjacent

places. Lefdiguieres continued the war with equal fuccefs in Dauphi-
né, Provence, and Piedmont ; fometimes againft the duke of Savoy,

and fometimes againft the duke of Epernon. The conclufion of all

thefe expeditions was the entire defeat of the duke of Savoy, who,

* Anne de Levis, duke de Ventadour,
governor ofLimofin, and lieutenant-gene-

ral for the king in Languedoc : he died in

1622. Francis de la Rochefoucaut, prince

of Marfillac. René de Saint-Marthe, fieur

de Châteauneuf. Charles de Rochefort de
Saint-Angel. Lewis Francis de Loftange,
or Louftange. N. de Chambaret, otherwife

called Chambert, governor of Limofin.
Lewis vifcount Pompadour. N. de Ra-
ftignac. John de Saint-Chamant, or An-
tony his brother. They afterwards were
all of the king's party. Henry Des-Pres
de Montpefat. N. de Charbonnière, fieur

de la Chapelle Biron.

t Moft of the events which the author
mentions here, happened before the year

1 S95' The count de Rochefoucaut h;id

been dead fince the year 1591, having been
killed, as we faid before, at the battle of
Saint-Yrier-la-perche. The vifcount de
Pompadourwaslikewifedeadin 1591. The
taking of Agen by the count de la Roche,
fon to maréchal de Matignon, was like-

wife in the fame year 1591. Blaye was
keficged in the year J593, by the fame

maréchal, who, notwithftandlng the defeat

of a Spanifh fquadron, was obliged to raife

the fiege. The Crocans, fo called from
Croc, a village in the Limofin, where they

began to aflemble themfelves, were alio

defeated about the fame time by Chambert,
or Chambaret, the governor of that pro-

vince : and afterwards, the maréchal de

Matignon completed their final difperfion

and overthrow in Languedoc, more by ftra-

tagem than by open force. Confult, as to all

thefe events, the hiftorians above quoted ;

as alfo fee, in the particular hiftory of the

conftable de Lefdiguieres, the expeditions

of this hero, famous for the victories at

Epernon, Pontcharra, Vinon, &c. and
for the taking of the fort d'Exiles, of Ca-
hors, and of a great number of other

places ; whereby he became mafter of all

Savoy, and a part of Piedmont.
Beiides a war, France was fore afflicted

this year 1596, with a plague and famine,

which were occafioned by the utter inver-

fion of the feafons ; for 1' Etoile fays, that

there was a fummei in April, an autumn
in May, and a winter in June.

thinking
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thinking to derive fome advantage from the difunion of the dukes of
Guife and Epernon, had marched as far as Provence, from whence
he was fhamefully driven back -, and likewife that of the duke of Eper-

non, who yielding to his rival the duke of Guife, affifled by the fame
Lefdiguieres, d'Ornano, and the countefs of Sauk's party, was left

without any refource, and reduced to the necefTity of imploring the

king's clemency, by letters conceived in terms of the utmoft fubmif-

fion, which his majefty received at Gaillon. His letters were very foon

after followed by himfelf ; he came and threw himfelf at the king's

feet, which was a kind of triumph for Henry, this duke's humilia-

tion, with that of Bouillon, and de la Tremouille, being amongfl the

number of thofe things he raoft earneflly defired,

During his flay at Amiens, the king took feveral new meafures

to facilitate my being joined in the council of finances. This prince,

who by an effect of the native rectitude of his own mind, could not

believe it poffible for men to be as corrupt as they really were ; and by
the fweetnefs of his difpofition incapable of proceeding to extremities

till he had tried all other methods, had for a long time imagined, that

he mould at length bring this body to manage the revenue of the flate

with wifdom and ceconomy ; and this important reformation was not

fo difficult, but that it might be produced by the advice of one man
of induflry and integrity, whom he would aflbciate with thofe that

compofed it. With this view he fpoke both in public and private to

meffieurs of the council to receive me amongfl them : however great

their reluctance was, they durfl not openly reject a propofition, which
being made in this manner, refembled rather an intreaty than a com-
mand.

I confess fincerely, that I was not fo eafily brought to yield to

this medium. His majefty, in a private converfation, told me it was
his defire I fhould endeavour to gain the good-will of meffieurs of the

council, and by fome inftances of complaifance, remove the fufpicions

they had entertained, that if I joined their fociety it would be only

to do them bad offices ; fo that I might engage them by my beha-

viour to make it their own requeft that I fhould be allbciated amongfl

them. I did not hefitate a moment in replying, that this appeared

to me to be the won't way imaginable of being introduced into the

council of the finances, to owe it as an obligation to thofe who
governed them ; and knowing fo well as I did the dilpolitions of this

fociety, I could not ferve them and the flate at the fame time. The
king,
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king, who did not like to be contradicted, and who likewife remem- 1596.
bercd my difputes with the duke of Nevers, fuppofed I had ftill fome '—-%—

-

remains of refentment againft thofe gentlemen, and thought he per-

ceived a kind of haughtinefs in my anfwer, and a tenacioufnefs of my
own opinion,, told me, with fonie quicknefs, that he had no defire to

irritate every one upon my account ; therefore without making any

more attempts to bring me into the finances, he would feek for fome

other employment for me, fince he knew I could not continue in a

ûate of inactivity.

He had ftill fome remains of difplcafure in his countenance when
he quitted me to vilit madam de Liancourt, who enquiring the caufe,

reprefented to him, that he would never be ferved with fidelity till

he found a man who, from a regard only to the public good, would

not fear to draw upon himfelf the hatred of the finaciers. As for me,
I looked upon my engaging in the finances as farther off than

ever ; and reflecting that my employment would henceforwards be

reduced to treaties and negotiations, an office which feldom fails to

bring certain ruin upon any man who would maintain his rank in it

with dignity, and his reputation with honour. I refolved to explain

my lèl f to his majefly, and prevail upon him to approve of a fcheme

that would at lealc fecure to me the reimburfement of all my expences.

But Henry did not give me time to make this propofal to him : when
I approached he told me, that upon the reprefentation madam de

Liancourt had made him, he was now brought over to my opinion,

and that without any longer delay, he was going to declare his inten-

tions publicly, after having, for form's fake, imparted them firfl to

the conflable and Villeroi, to whom it belonged to dilpatch my
patents. Thefe two gentlemen came very feafbnably into the king's

apartment, and received this order ; the conftable by a bow, and Vil-

leroi by faying, he would give me the patents as foon as he could meet,

with a precedent of the proper form.

In the afternoon, when the king was gone to hunt, I went to make
my acknowledgments to the marchionefs de Monceaux (for this was the

title that madam de Liancourt had lately taken) ; after which I thought
I was obliged, in civility, to vifit monfieur de Villeroi, of whom, inilead

of the patents, I afked for a warrant, which would have anfwered the

fame purpofe. Villeroi made an evafive reply, and during three

or four days that I preiled him, always deferred the affair on various

preiences till the next day. At laft, the king left Amiens, to go to

Monceaux,
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1 596. Monceaux, and pafied by Liancourt, where Liancourt, his firft equerry
u ~"»

-
-* received and treated him very fplendidly. It was in this place that they

determined to ufe their utmoft efforts againft me.

Liancourt, at Villeroi's folicitation, invited the chancellor,

who was his intimate friend, and the other members of the council,

who came to that place by the king's order, to flay at his houfe during

the king's refidence there. They took advantage of this opportunity, of
being always near the king, to labour effectually for my exclusion from
the council. The method they made ufe of was not to attack me di-

rectly, but to infinuate to the king, that I was not fit for this employ-
ment, in which, they faid, for want of that experience which only a long

habitude can give, it would not be poffible to avoid committing a thou-
fand faults, the leaft of which was able to ruin, without refource, the

credit, and confequently bring on the destruction, of the ftate. Thefe
difcourfes were fo often repeated, in the king's prefence (for they de-

fignedly turned the converfation upon that fubject) and with fo great an

appearance of fincerity, that the king was at laft fhaken by them, and
when at the fame time he found thefe gentlemen could with fuch fa-

cility form the greateft projects, difcourfe with fuch cleamels upon the

ftrength and interefts ofthe ftate, calculate the revenues of it with the

utmoft exadnefs, in a word, were poffelfed in appearance of the whole
fcience of commerce in its full extent, and of every other method by
which a ftate is rendered flourishing ; and efpecially that they converfed

with each other in a language hardly intelligible to any but themfelves ;

and influenced ftill more by the long preparation which they repre-

fented as abfolutely neceffary before any one could be received into the

council, he thought that the prefent bad ftate of the finances was not the

greateft misfortune with which they were threatened. His majefty like-

wife, looking upon all this as a proof of their repentance, and from the

appréhendons he had juft given them expecting to fee a very great al-

teration in their conduct, no longer entertained a defign of affociating

me amongft them.

Villeroi, who during this time continued at Amiens, yet

was not the lefs informed of all the meafures taken by a body whom he
directed as he pleafed, feized this opportunity to fend my patents to

the king, which he could not difpenfe with himfelf from difpatching,

after the exprefs orders he had received from his majefty. When they

were tranfmitted to the king, he had left Liancourt, having ftaid there

only one day, and was then at Monceaux, where, ftill under the influence

of
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of thefe fuggeftions, he gave them to Beringhen, telling him to keep 1596.

them without faying any thing to me, till he had orders to the contrary. <—"V—

'

Beringhen, who was one of my friends, difcovered the fecret to me,

which I kept faithfully. Fifteen days palled in this manner. The king

did not fpeak to Beringhen about my patents, and mcflieurs of the

council, blinded by their fuccefs, inftead of that iincere repentance,

which his majefty expected from them, gave him new proofs of their

artifice and infincerity, and fuch grofs ones, that theyforced him to crufh

them with the blow which they might, without much difficulty, have

avoided.

The king difcovered that the council had juft farmed out the fub-

fidies of Normandy for thirty thouiand crowns, and to defraud the

treafury of this fum, fo much lefs than the true value of the revenues,

they had applied it all to the difcharging the old demands upon it. With
a little attention, he convinced himfelf of other faults in their con-

duct ; that the five large farms did not produce the fourth part of their

value, becaufe Zamet, Gondy, and other farmers of the king's revenues,

who were employed in them, being connived at by the gentlemen of the

council, divided with them the immenfe profits that accrued from thofe

farms. The avarice of thefe people was not yet fated, and, under pretence

of the lofles at Calais, Cambray, Ardres, &c. they allowed fuch draw-

backs upon all the other parts of the king's revenues, that, inflead of

increafing, they grew perceptibly lefs. The king, amidft that juft in-

dignation which this knowledge infpired, lent for me, and commanded
me to go to Paris, to enquire from whence fo great a diffipation of the

money proceeded, which could only take its rife from the council. I

replied, that his majefty having, without doubt, revoked the order he

had given to Villeroi* to difpatch my patents, fince I had not received

them, I had no right to mix with the council, or to meddle with the

affairs tranfadled by it. " How!" faid Henry, concealing his confeiouf-

nefs of this reproach, " then Beringhen has not given you your patents,

" and a letter from Villeroi, which he has had thefe fifteen days: you
" fee this heavy German would have forgot them." While, by the

king's orders, I went to make preparations for my journey, that I might

reach Claye that evening, his majefty fpoke to Beringhen, who con-

fented to take all the blame upon himfelf. During this interval, a thought

came into my head, which I communicated to the king when I re-

turned to receive his laft orders. I told him, that I thought it would be

neccliary for me to go, before the day appointed for the opening of the

ftates, to fome of the principal diftricf s of the kingdom, to procure there a

Vol. I. F f f more
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more certain account of the prefent ftate of his majefty's revenues, the

diminution they had fuffered, and the augmentations they would ad-

mit of, to the end that his majefty might regulate his demands upon

the fiâtes according to this fcheme, which, however imperfect, might

ftill, in proportion, throw fome light upon the ftrength of the more
diftant diftridts, and confequently upon the whole kingdom : that, be-

fides this advantage, I did not defpair of procuring for him, in thofe

diftricts only which I ihould vifit, the three or four hundred thoufand

crowns which he had demanded in vain of the council. I thought it

would be ufelefs, and even imprudent, to take upon myfelf to make
this examination, without fuch an inftrument as appeared to me to be

the mod effectual means to prevent my being deceived, which was a

a full power from the king to fufpend the contumacious receivers and

overfeers from the exercile of their office, or even to difcard them en-

tirely, and to reward the integrity of thofe who had been zealous for

his majefty 's fervice.

Henry approved of the effential part of this fcheme, but altered

fomething of the manner in which it was to be propofed to the council.

He was of opinion that I fhould take fuch meafures in offering this ad-

vice to them, that thofe who moft valued themfelves upon the flrength

of their genius, fuch as Sancy, Schomberg, Frefne, and la Grange-le-

roi, might feize the hint firfl themfelves, and fo pafs, at leaft in part,

for the authors of it; and likewife, that each one in the company might

flatter himfelf that this commiffion would be given to him, or through

his means, to the intendants and mafters of requefts who were wholly

at his devotion. Nothing could be more prudent than this medium,
which gratified alike the vanity of fome, and the avarice of all. Ac-
cordingly I took my place in the council, where, by a miracle, to be

found only in courts, my collègues, who inwardly pined with vexation,

fuffered nothing but joy to appear in their countenances, words, and be-

haviour. I was almoft deceived myfelf by that profufion of praifes with

which the chancellor loaded me, and the manner in which he told me
I had been expected by them with the utmoft impatience : fuch is the

art of courtiers j they fettle it amongft themfelves, that however grofs-

ly they play the counterfeit, they fhall not laugh at each other.

The treaty with the duke ofMaïenne, which had been agreed upon
fome time before, was concluded during the king's flay at Monceaux.
When the king was at Amiens, the duke had fent a man to him, named
d'Eftienne, to know what place would be agreeable to his majefty, for

him
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him to come and pay him his refpe&s, and the king appointed Mon-
ceaux, in confideration of the duke's indifpoiition, w Inch would not per-

mit him to make longer journies than from Amiens to SoilTons, where
he refided *. The king was walking in his park, attended only by me,
and holding my hand, when the duke of Mai'enne arrived, who
put one knee to the ground, with the loweft fubmimons, and add-
ed to a promile of inviolable fidelity his acknowledgments to his

majefty for having forced him, he faid, from the arrogance of the Spa-

niards, and the fubtilty of the Italians. Henry, who as foon as he law
him approach, had advanced to meet him, embraced him thrice, and,

forcing him to rife, embraced him again with that goodnefs which he
never withheld from a iubject that returned to his duty ; then taking

his hand, he made him walk with him in his park, converting with
him familiarly upon the embellishments he defigned to make in it. The
king walked lb fail:, that the duke of Mai'enne, equally fatigued by his

fciatica, his fat, and the heat of the weather, fuffered great torments

without daring to complain. The king perceiving it, by the duke's

being red and in fweat, whifpered me, " If I walk longer, laid he, with
" this corpulent body, I fhall revenge myfelf upon him, without any
*' great difficulty, for all the mifchiefs he has done us." Then turn-

ing to the duke of Mai'enne, " Tell me truly, coufin," purfued he,
" do I not walk a little too fall for you ?

" The duke replied, that he
was almoft ftifled; and that, if his majefty walked but a very little

while longer, he would kill him without deiigning it. " Hold there,
" coulin," replied the king with a fmile, embracing him again, and light-

ly tapping his Ihoulder, " for this is all the vengeance you will ever re-
" ceive from me?" The duke of Mai'enne, fenfibly affecled with this

frank behaviour, attempted to kneel and kits the hand his majefty gave

him; and protefted that he would henceforwards ferve him even againil

his own children. " I believe it," faid Henry; " and that you may love
*« and ferve me a long time, go to the caftle and reft and refreih your-
" felf, for you have much need of it. I will give you a couple of bot-
" ties of Arbois wine, for I know you do not hate it: here is Rofny,
" whom I reiign to accompany you; he ihall do the honours of my
" houle, and attend you to your chamber ; he is one of my oldeit

" fervants, and one of thofe who is moft rejoiced at your refolving to
" ferve, and love me affectionately." The king continuing his walk,

left me with the duke of Ma'ienne, whom I conducted to a fummer-

* L'Etoile tells the ftory otherwife : but been miftaken in placing this interview

in this the duke de Sully is more to be in 1595. See the Chronol. Novenn. liv.

depended upon. Perefixe has likewife viii. p. 599.

F f f 2 houle
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1596. houfe to repofe himfelf, and afterwards attended him to his horfe, as

v v^-—» much Satisfied with the king and I as we were both with him.

The king thought Monceaux fo agreeable a place, that he ftaid there

longer than he had at firft intended: he fent for the conftable and Vil-

leroi from Amiens, and ordered the council of the finances to refide at

Meaux, for the conveniency of receiving his commands. I had not yet

propofed in it my fcheme of viliting the diftricts. His majefty, being

convinced that it muft have good confequences, took upon himfelf the

care of propofing it. At the firft hint he gave of it, the counfellors,

who thought none but themfelves could be defigned for this employ-
ment, and each of whom was attentive to his own particular intereft,

without prejudicing that of the fociety in general, approved of the de-

fign; but were greatly furprized, when they found that, amongft them
all, the king only named la Grange-le-roi for this purpofe, and ap-

pointed him two diftricts: his majefty filled up the other commiflions

with the names of meilleurs de Caumartin * and Bizouze, for two dis-

tricts each; and with thofe of the other two mafters of requefts, for one

diftrict each : four of the chief and moft extenfive ones were afllgned

to me. The gentlemen of the council began now to repent that they

had not hindered the execution of a plan, which would produce a full

proof of their injuftice : they united their utmoft endeavours to render

it ufelefs, or at leaft to traverl'e it as much as poflible. Their malice was
all directed againft me; forby the confidence the king placed in me, and

the part I had a&ed in this affair, they guefied the truth. I was ac-

cufed of ignorance, rafhnefs, and obftinacy, and other faults ftill more
glaring; and had no fooner begun to exercife the duties of my employ-
ment, than I perceived that, by an effect of their forefight, they had
taken all the neceflary meafures with the treafurers of France, the re-

ceivers general and particular, comptrollers, clerks, and the loweft offi-

cers in the revenue. Thefe people, almoft all ofwhom had either fold,

or blindly devoted themfelves to their wills, were ready to do whatever
was required of them; fome abfented themfelves, and left their offices

fhut up; others prefented me with a ftate of their accounts, drawn up
with all that art which may be expected from men who make a fcience

of roguery: others contented themfelves with fhewing me the orders

of meffieurs de Frefne, d'Incarville, and des Barreaux, by which they

* Louis le Fevre, feigneur de Caumar- following year, in the feventy fécond year

tin, was fent into the Lionnois, Berry, and of his age. He had the fame elogiums gi-

Auvergne: we fhall fpeak of him here- ven him by hifforians as M. Sully beftows
after. He was keeper of the feals in 1622, on him in the fequel.

after the death of M. de Vic, and died the

were
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were forbid, to communicate their regifters and accounts to any perfon 1596.

whatver» *-—«

To this excefs of malice I at firft oppofed only patience and gentle-

nefs. I exhorted, I endeavoured to perfuade, upon the principles of

honour and juflice, perfons who were Grangers to both : afterwards, I

caufed a report to be fpread, that the defign of affembling the fiâtes of-

the kingdom was to fupprefs that great number of offices and clerk

-

fhips, efpecially the trealiiry, the leail ufeful of all the focietiesj yet the

moil: difficult to manage ; and that none were to be continued in their
-

places but thofe who made themlelves worthy, of that distinction, by

a iincerity which, on this occafion, would prove their regard to the

public good. This threat producing.no effect upon perfons who were
fecretly fupported by the council itfelf, I was obliged to make ufe of

the power I had received, and interdicted moft of thefe dangerous of-

ficers, caufing the duties of their employment to be exercifed by two
out of each body, whom I chofe amongfl all thole that appeared to

have the bell principles. By thefe means I made myfelf mailer of all

the regifters and accounts, which ferved me for a clue to enter that la-

byrinth of impofitions and robberies.

What a fcene had I there before me! It would be vain to attempt

an account of the tricks and fubtilties of this mifchievous trade, or an

enumeration ofconcealments, forgeries, mifreprefentations, and produc-

tions of the fame evidences, to ferve different purpofes; not to mention

the contrivance of an artificial confuiion, thro' which thofe wretches •

fee with great clearnefs, though, to every other eye, all is darknefs and
inextricable perplexity. I content myfelf with remarking that, by clear-

ing only two old accounts, and bringing together the receipts and letters

ofexchange of the year current, and the year preceding, I eafily col-

lected more than five hundred thouland crowns, which was loll to the

king. It may be judged what a fum would have been raifed, if, from
all thofe who were thus employed, a rigorous reflitution had been de-

manded of all that they fraudulently gained in fa long a courfe of dif-

honefly, out of the different fums that had paffed their fingers, fince only

from alignments for old debts, arrears of long Handing, and orders pay-
able to the bearer, fo much money was recovered. My partners were not

as fortunate or as exact as myfelf; all, except Caumartin, who brought

the king two hundred thoufand livres, paid his majefly only in long me-
morials of improvements to be made in the farming his revenues; yet

the
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the king had chofen thefe perfons with the greateft care. But it is not

furprizing that they fhould aft in this manner, for to dare the hatred

of a fociety fo powerful as that of the financiers in France, to he proof

againft the prefents and allurements, againft the turns and artifices of all

their dependents, the greateft part of whom do not want underftand-

ing, and make uie of it only to dazzle, corrupt, and deceive, requires a

degree of courage and fortitude of which few perfons are capable.

Mean time the gentlemen of the council, who had intelligence of

all my proceedings in the provinces, were in a fituation that may be

eafily imagined: unlefs they found means to render all my endeavours

ufelefs, or to ruin me before my return, their reputation and intereft

would be entirely loft. My abfence afforded them all the conveniency

they could wifh for to profecute this defign ; every thing that malice

could fuggeft was faid and done, by them and their emiifaries, to pre-

judice the king againft me: they never mentioned me but as a tyrant,

"who drained the people of all their fubfience, by the moft cruel ex-

tortions, without procuring any advantage to the king ; fince the

fums with which I took fuch pains to fill his treafury, being defigned

for the payment of penfions to the princes of the blood, and falaries of

the great officers of the crown, they would be only placed in his cof-

fers, to be taken out again immediately. Notwithftanding the invec-

tives and impoftures of this dreadful cabal, none of whofe practices

againft me I was unacquainted with, I continued to perform my duty;

and they had no other effect than to increafe my diligence in the exe-

cution of my plan, and my precaution in taking fuch meafures as would

effectually put a flop to their accufations.

Henry, who had at firft given no credit to their reports, begin-

ning afterwards to apprehend fome bad confequences from my inex-

perience in thofe affairs, deiired me, in his letters, to return as foon as

poffible: but, at length, when my enemies had made their party fo

ftrong, that there was a general outcry againft me at court, the king

was prevailed upon to believe that I fhould ufe the power I was pof-

feffed of with a feverity that would make even him odious to the peo-

ple; and then, inftead of an invitation, I received an abfolute order to

return to Paris. I obeyed without murmuring, tho' greatly concerned

to be thus flopped in the midft of my endeavours for his fervice. I

caufed the accounts of my four diftridls to be immediately drawn up,

and fignedby eight receivers-general; and not having time to convert

2 the
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the fifteen hundred thoufand crowns I had railed in a lefs bulky coin,

1 loaded leventy carts with them, making the eight receivers-general

accompany them, under the guard of a provoft and thirty of the mar-

fhalfeamen, who conducted them to Rouen, where the king then,

was, on account of the opening of the liâtes.

Of all the (landers which had been invented by the gentlemen of the

council, to procure my difgrace, none feemed to them lb fpecious as

to make the king believe, that I had filled the priions with the officers

and clerks of his finances ; to which they thought fit to add that, thro'

an infolent vanity, I brought along fifty of the principal ones bound in

my train. The king, who fufpecled nofalfhood in fo pofitive a charge,

received me, when on my arrival at Rouen I went to pay him my re-

fpedts, with an air that convinced me my enemies had been very ac-

tive in their endeavours to hurt me. He did me the honour indeed to

embrace me, but with a coldnefs and referve which were not ufual with

him. He afked me why I had given myfelf the ufelefs trouble of bring-

ing money along with me, which I knew belonged to perlons whom he

had no inclination to difoblige; and was greatly lurprized to hear that

not one denier of it was due to the princes of the blood, nor to any

of the penlionaries of the ftate, who were all paid the April quarter,

and would be likewife as exaclly thofe of July and October, fince I

had not taken up any of the payments beforehand. The king, after

obliging me to repeat thefe words feveral times, and even to fwear to

the truth of them, broke into an exclamation againft thofe wicked de-

tractors, and impudent impoftors, as he called them; " but," added

he, " what do you intend to do with the receivers and officers, whom
'* you keep prifoners in your train?" The aftoniihment into which this

quellion threw me, was alone fufficient to convince the king of the

fallhood of this accufation; nor was it difficult for me to perceive that

moment, that the malice of meffieurs of the council would recoil on

themfelves ; and that it would difclofe more effectually the fecret mo-
tives of their conduce than any thing I could fay to him. His ma-
jcrty required no other explanation from me; on the contrary, he load-

ed me with praifes, and gave me a thoufand proofs of his friendihip

and efleem.

Having been told that the fum I had railed rauft be very confi-

derable, upon his afking me what it was, I replied, that being un-
willing to keep any part of it in my hands, either for my charges,

expences, or penfion,. that the receivers-general might find the full

fum
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1596. fum fpecified in the accounts, and learn from thence never to keep
u> —i«— ' -J back any part of his revenues, his majefty might himfelf deduct my ex-

pences from the fifteen hundred thoufand crowns which I had brought

him. A fum fo confiderable gave great pleafure to the king, who was

in extreme necefiity for money : he told me, that he would take care

my expences mould be all paid ; and that befides my penfion of ten

thoufand livres a month, which he raifed to eighteen, he would pre-

fent me with the fum of fix thoufand crowns, as a reward for the fer-

vice I had juft done him. He commanded me to fay nothing ofwhat
had paffed between him and me, and fent me to lay apart from the

money I had brought him what was neceffary for the payment of the

fix companies of Swifs, at the rate of eighteen hundred crowns a com-
pany, and to give -it them the next day.

I returned to my carriages, which flood in two courts belonging

to the fieur de Martinbault, under the fame guard that had conducted

them to Rouen. I ordered them to be unloaded, and the barrels that

contained the money to be placed in apartments, the locks of which
were changed, and fecured by large padlocks, with three keys to each;

the two receivers had one a-piece and myfelf the third. The next

morning I fent the Swifs officers the ten thoufand crowns that were
due to them by three clerks, efcorted by ten of the guard.

A short time after I had fent away this efcort, Sancy, to whom
the king had faid, that he muft pay the Swifs, and who was generally

charged with this employment, fent me a billet, in which he defired me
to deliver to the fieur le Charron, the bearer, ninety thoufand crowns

for the payment of the Swifs. Thefe were the terms in which the billet

was conceived; for this counfellor would have thought it a degradation

of his high rank to have condescended to any politenefs or explanation

with his collègues. I was equally offended at the fliff air of this let-

ter, and the impudent demand of a fum that I knew to be three times

more than was due; therefore anfwered the bearer haughtily, that I

neither knew Sancv, his writing, nor his orders. " How! do you
" not know Sancy?" faid Charron, furprized, no doubt, at my pre-

fumpticn, for at this name the whole council trembled, the rank Sancy
held in it approaching very near to that of fuperintendant. Perceiving

that -I had no intention to fend any other anfwer, he went back to report

it with all the timidity of a fervant who is apprehenfive of awakening
the bad humours of his mailer. Unfortunately for Sancy, he repeated

my meffage before feveral perfons who were witneffes likewife of his

tranfports.
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tranfports. " We fhall foon fee," laid he, fwearing, " whether he knows 1 596.
" me or not." Then, after loading me with what invedtives he thought v—-~v--—

'

fit, he went directly to Saint-Ouen to the king. " Well, Sancy," laid

his majefty to him, " have you heen to pay our Swifs?" " No, fire,"

replied Sancy, with a fullen air, " I cannot go, for it does not pleafe

" your monlieur de Roihy that I fhould, who plays the emperor in

" his apartment, fits upon his barrels of money like an ape upon a

" block, and fays he knows no one ; and I am not fure whether you
" will have more credit with him than any one elfe." " How is this!"

replied the king, " I fee you will never be weary of doing this man bad
" offices, becaufe I confide in him and he ferves me diligently." His

majefty added, that my refufal was fo much the lefs probable, as I had,

by his order, agreed to give this money to the Swifs. Sancy fupported

his afTertion by the teftimony of le Charron, whom he had brought

along with him. The king, fulpedting fome new inflance of malignity,

ordered Biart, one of the grooms of the bedchamber, to go and fetch

me.

As foon as he faw me, he afked me what had happened between

Sancy and me. " I am going to tell you, fire," replied I boldly : and

accordingly, without fearing the leaft refentment of the terrible Sancy,

I related all that had palled, in terms that fufficiently mortified his va-

nity. Sancy, who was not of a temper to yield, became more info-

lent than before, and affuming an imperious tone, an altercation fo

fipiritcd enfued between us, although in the king's pretence, that his

majefty was obliged to command us to be filent. That inftant, ceafing

to (peak to my adverfary, I turned towards the king, and intreated him
to give me no fuperior in affairs wherein I acted folely by his order.

The gallery at Saint-Ouen, where this fecne palled, was crouded with

a great number of perfons, who, being weary of Sancy* s infolence, re-

joiced to fee him fuller this little difgrace. " It would have been very
" difficult," laid fome, as I was afterwards informed, " for two fuch
" genuiffes to have exercifed the fame employments, without one of
" them being fupplanted by the other; but in the humour the king
" is in at prefent, the beft ceconomiit will be his choice.' Others
beheld my increafe of favour with envy ; and others, who probably

had very little regard for either of us, laughed at the novelty of the

fight, and cried, " There is one hot-headed man, who has met with
" another that will flick by him."

Vol. I. Ggg The
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The report of thofe great fums with which I had filled the king's

coffers was no fooner fpread, than I was overwhelmed with the de-

mands of an infinite number of his creditors, molt of whom were fent

by meflieurs of the council ; who through impatience to fee it dilfi-

patedfoon, agreed with the creditors to have the ufual drawbacks upon

their debts. My principal view in railing this money being to make a

fund for thofe military expeditions which the king was fhortly to be-

gin, without his being obliged to load the people with new imports,

I was refolved not to fuffer it to be fquandered away ; and therefore re-

filled all their importunities, and continued unmoved by their infolence

and threats. But reflecting afterwards, that there was an abiblue ne-

ceffity for fending home the eight receivers-general, who alone were

acquainted with the ufes to which I put this money, I was afraid of

giving too much occalion for llander, by keeping fo large a fum in my
poffeffion after their departure; and I refolved to fend it to the royal

treafury. The king, who thought his money was no where fecure

but in my hands, endeavoured feveral times to vanquilh my fcruples ;

but in vain : I was determined to prevent the lead futpicion upon this

occalion, and therefore confided it to the care of the two treafurers,

Morfontaine and Gobelin. I removed his majelly's fears by promifing

him that I would obferve fo carefully how this money was laid out,

that he mould not fuffer the leaf! lofs. I feparated, in the prefence of

the receivers, thofe fums that were neceffary for the payment of the

army, the expence of an artillery of twenty pieces of cannon, with

double equipages, a fufficient quantity of powder, befides a convoy of

other implements neceffary for a liege, fuch as pick-axes, &c. which
I caufed to be carried to Amiens. I likewife laid afide fifty thoufand

crowns more for the king's privy purfe, out of which he generally be-

llowed prefents, unknown to the catholics, on many old officers and

protectant foldiers that had ferved him faithfully in his wars. The re-

mainder, which I calculated with the greateil exaclnefs, amounted flill

to four hundred and fifty thoufand crowns, and I carefully preferved

both my former accounts, and thofe relating to the fums that were

taken from the total. But being deiirous of having a fécond proof of

what the gentlemen of the council and their receivers-general were

capable of, I affected great negligence concerning the difpofal of the

money ; and when the receivers came to me, before they fet out for

their offices, to demand a copy of my accounts, I replied, that having

no
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no longer any concern about a fum that was now under the care of

other perfons, and they having been witneffes themfelves of the uies

to which the money had been applied, I had deftroyed thofe papers,

as h'aving now no further occaiion for them. This the receivers did

not fail to inform their mailers of.

A month was pafled iince the money was carried to the treafury,

during which they made fome payments out of it that I likewife pre-

tended to keep no account of it : but here it was not poffible to commit

a miftake; for no fums being paid without a warrant from the coun-

cil, all that was necelfary was, to keep an exact memorandum of it,

which I did. Thefe warrants in a fhort time amounted to fifty thou-

fand crowns, and confequently there was ftill four hundred thoufand

in the treafury. The king, however, fome days after, demanding two
hundred thoufand crowns to be fent to Amiens, where the deiigned

preparations were already made, particularly for the taking of Hedin,

Sancy and the reft replied, that they believed this fum was ftill in the

treafury, and that was all ; and fending for d'Incarville, who was
likely to know beft, having the care of the regifters, he afiured the

king that there was hardly two hundred thoufand crowns in his cof-

fers. His majefty, to whom I had faid three days before that there

was ftill four hundred thoufand crowns remaining, was extremely fur-

prized ; but their aiTertions were fo pofitive that they forced his belief;

and he told me that I muft certainly be miftaken. I was fo fure of

the contrary, that I mentioned before d'Incarville himfelf, and all my
collègues, whom his majefty had fent for, that there was a miftake of

one half of the money. D'Incarville replied, that his regifters were
more certain than my memory; and offered to bring, the next day,

an extract of all the fums that had been paid out of the treafury. I

perceived from whence fo great a fecurity proceeded, and I was re-

folved to fufter them, till the laft moment, to Hatter themfelves that they

were going to gain a complete victory over me. I had courage enough
to conceal, even from the king, the ftratagem I had made ufe of, and

to endure, without reply, the reproaches he made me, for letting this

fum go out of my hands, contrary to his defire.

The accounts were brought the next day, well attefted, and no
miftake was found in the fums that had been laid out ; that would
have been too palpable : the whole miftake lay in the receipt, which
was founded upon their full perfuafion that I had really deftroyed the

G g g 2 papers,
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596. papers, which proved the quantity and quality of the coin carried at

-v——' different times to the royal treafury. I fecretly reflected with aftonifti-

ment on the fubtilty with which they had acted with regard to this

receipt, fo as to fpread over it an obicurity impenetrable to any one

who was not poffeffed of a fall proof of its falihood, and with what

art they had given to this obicurity an air of truth, and even of con-

viction. I afked to fee the receipts, with a feigned ill-humour, which

feemed to thelb gentlemen a confeflion of my defeat. The council of-

fered to make the receivers-general depofe upon oath the numbers and

contents of thofe carriages which had been fent to the royal treafury. I

replied, that the difcuffion would be too tedious. D'Incarville, who
took great advantages of my diffembled perplexity, told me, that I

might go and examine the regifter of the finances upon the fpot, fince

they could not be moved out of the offices. Although I ealily com-
prehended that thefe regifters, public and authorized as they were,

might ftill be counterfeited like the reft, yet I could not imagine the

manner in which it was done, the receipt for each of the carriages be-

ing figned by d'Arnaud and de 1' Hôte, whofe hand-writing I knew :

I had therefore a curiofity to fee thefe regifters : all appeared very ex-

act, and in the ufual forms. Meilleurs of the council began then to

infult over me, and ufed their fuppofed advantages very ill.

I now thought it time to filence them, and to cover them in their

turn with a real confufion. Accordingly, I produced the accounts,

ligned by the eight receivers-general ; and likewile an exact memoran-

dum of all the warrants. That inftant all their arrogance vanifhed, and

they would have been reduced to the neceffity of confeffing dieir

roguery, had they not bethought themfelves of a contrivance to avoid

it ; but fo poor a one, as ftill left them all the difgrace. A clerk, in-

ftru&ed by d'Incarville, came to the king, and told him, thatl' Hôte,

who kept the key of the hall where the regifters lay, being abfent one

day when one of the moft confidcrable of the carriages was brought

to the treafury, and the receivers who conducted it being in hade to

return, he thought it would be fufficient to mark the fum contained

in the carriage upon a loofe fheet of paper, intending to make it be

afterwards reviled, and' figned by d'Incarville, and inferred in'the re-

gifters ; but that he himfelf afterwards going to Heudicourt, it had

dipt out of his memory j for which he intreated his majefty's pardon.

The king contented himfelf with flightly reprimanding him for his

neglect, ordering more care to be taken of the regifters lor the future.

Then
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Then going towards the conftable (who was at the end of the gallery 1596.

where all this had paffed, and who in the whole affair had appeared L—

*

more favourable to the gentlemen of the council than me) he cried

out to him at a diftance, in the prefence of lèverai perfons, that his

money was found, and that he knew in good time thole in whom he

ought to confide.

Amidst thefe contentions came the day appointed for the meet-

ing of the liâtes of the kingdom, or rather of the aiTembly of notables ;

that is, of perfons of confederation ; for lb it is that they were called.

The reafon of adopting this name *, inftead of that of the Hates of

the kingdom, which lhould naturally have been ufed, arofè wholly

from the lawyers and financiers, whoperceiving that at this time they had

riches and influence to give them fuch a fuperiority to the other clafles,

as they were unwilling any but the clergy lhould lb are with them, dif-

dained to lie thcmfclves levelled with the people by one common de-

nomination ; which yet muft have been the cafe, if the forms ufed in

thefe aflemblies, and particularly the distinction of the three orders,

had been preferved. They, indeed, made their appearance with

magnificence and fplendor, which funk the nobility» the foldiers, and

other members of the Hate, below confederation, lince they were not

able to dazle the eyes with fplendid equipages, the glitter of gold, nor

a long train of attendants ; things which will always draw the envy,

the reverence, and the worfhip, of the people; or, more, truly, will

always lbew our depravity and. folly.

'• Perefixe fays, that it is becaule the elfe : and in order to render it the more
king had not time to aiTemble the Hates intelligible, I have taken the liberty which

: " The kings (fays d'Aubigné, I have defired in the preface to this work:,

with his ufual malevolence; " have re- and that was, to compare with each other

Ce to fuch forts of aflemblies, when all the thoughts that the compilers of A I.

" thole of the ftates-general are tedious, de Sully's manufcripts have made ufe of m
" difficult, or fufpected by them. The de- their Memoirs, without any order or con-

1 of aiTembling thefe little ftates be- nexion. As we may well fuppofe that they

to fmd money to carry on the war were all mutually connected, and had each

nfl Spain, there were lèverai fchemes their proper object in the mi ml ofthi

i agreed to ; the pancarte, ftatefman, it entirely coincides with his

" or old rate, was the chief, which was view.-, to apply them to the fubjecls to

" but ver} ill received in many places of which they naturally belong. And all that

" the kingdom, eVc." Tom. 111. liv. iv. can be delired is, 1 think, never to alter

ch. 14. fays very little of it, the fubftance of the thoughts in my origi-

!i. and Davila no more. All that nal; to which I have principally appl
'•'

irs about this aflenv myfelf.

I unJ, fo far as 1 know, no where

Such,
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1596.
»—-v——' Such, in general, is the notion that ought to be formed of thefe

great, thefe auguft affemblies ; thofe men of whom one imagines, that

they muft come thither with minds full of wifdom and public fpirit,

warm with all the ze*al that animated the ancient legislators, com-
monly think on no other bulinefs than how to make a ridiculous dif-

play of their pomp, and fhew their effeminacy, to moft advantage ;

and whofe appearance would fink them into infamy, if they were be-

held without prejudice. To complete the notion, we muft take in

the difcord of the feveral bodies which compofe thefe affemblies, their

contrarieties of intereft, their oppofition of opinion, the defire of
each to over- reach another, their intrigues, and their confufion ; all

which, together with that meannefs difcovered in the proftitution of
eloquence, have their original from the fame hateful caufe : for by
fome fatality it comes to pafs, that thofe improvements which an age

makes in knowledge above preceding times, are not applied to the

advancement of virtue, nor ferve any other purpofe than to refine

wickednefs. It is true, that in thefe affemblies there may be found

a fmall number of men of great abilities and great virtues, men
whofe qualities no-body difputes ; but, inftead of being forced into

public notice, they are treated with an affectation of negligence and
contempt, which fink them into filence, and with them fupprefs the

voice of the public good. Thus long experience has fhewn, than an
alfembly of thefe ftates rarely produces the good expected from it : for

that fuch might be its effect, the members ought to be equally in-

ftructed in true and honeft policy ; at leaft, ignorance and knavery

fhould fit dumb in the prefence of men of knowledge and integrity :

but fuch is always the character of multitudes, that for one wife man,
there are many fools, and prefumption is the confiant attendant of folly ;

and it is here more than in any place, that great virtues, inftead of ex-

citing refpect and emulation, provoke hatred and envy.

Besides, if the prince that holds thefe affemblies is powerful and
fond of power, he will eafiïy defeat their fchemes, or crufh them into

filence ; but, if he is weak, and unacquainted with his own rights, an
unbounded licentioufnefs of debate will loon fink the kingdom into all

the miferies that naturally follow the deprefiion of the royal authority.

Neccflify therefore requires, that there fhould be, both in thefovereign

iïnd the fubjidr. -, aeon p'ete knowledge of their feveral rights, and mu-
tual obligate ns. The fir t law cf a fovereign is, that he fhould keep the

law,
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law, for he has himfelf two fovereigns, God and the law : juftice ought

to prefide on his throne, and gentlenefs to liipport it. ( îod is the true

owner of kingdoms, and monarchs are but the minifters, who ought to

exhibit to the people a true copy of the perfections of him in whole

place theylland; and remember, that they do not govern like him but

when they govern as fathers. In hereditary monarchies, there is an he-

reditary miitake : the ibvereign is mafkr of the life and property of his

fubjeâs, and by means of thefe few words, Sucé is our pleqfure, is dif-

penfed tram giving the realbns of his conduct, and from having any

reafons to give. Suppofing this were really the right of a king, is it

not the 'utmolt degree of imprudence, to incur voluntarily the hatred

of thofe who mult every moment have his life in their hands ? And
hated he muft certainly be, who forces a conceffion of power, which he

declares beforehand his intention to abufe.

With regard to fubjects, the firfl: law which religion, reafon, and

nature prefcribe them, is to obey ; their duty is to reverence, honour,

and fear their princes, as reprefentatives of the fupreme governor, who
may be laid to appear vilibly on earth by thefe his minifters, as he ap-

pears in heaven by the orbs of light. Thefe duties they are to pay

from a principle of gratitude, for the fecurity and advantages they en-

joy under the lhelter of the royal authority : for the calamity of having

an unjurt, ambitious, and arbitrary king, they have no other remedy
but that of foftening him by fubmifiion, and propitiating God by prayer.

All grounds of refinance, however foUd they may be thought, will ap-

pear, upon a careful'examination, to be nothing more, than artful and
iubtle pleas for difloyalty ; nor has it been found that, by this practice,

princes have been reformed, or taxes abolifhed ; but to the calamities,

which gave room for complaints, has been added a new degree of mi-
fery, as may be found by enquiring into the fentiments of the lower

people, and particularly thofe of the country.

Such are the principles upon which the mutual happinefs ofgover-

nors and fubjects might eafily be fixed, if in general alTemblies of the

nation, each party appeared fully convinced of the truth of thefe maxims:
but, fuppofing this the cafe, there would ftill be lefs need of general

aflemblies, to which recourfe is never had but when there is fome
difagreement between the members and the head. It may, however, be

concluded, that, as thefe affemblies are at prefent ulelefs, both on

account of the occafions on which they are called, and of the me-
thods
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thods in which they proceed, fo they might be of great efficacy for

the fupport of regularity and general virtue, if the prince, acting as the

real head of united members, would call them with no other purpofe,

than to oblige thofe who lay down their employments, to give an ac-

count of their adminiftration, in the face of the kingdom, and to chufe,

with wifdom and difcernment, thofe by whom their places fhould be

fupplied ; animating them to a due dilcharge of their offices by his ex-

hortations, and by a public diftribution of praife and blame, punifh-

ments and rewards *.

Henry, while he waited for the meeting of the afiembly, took a

journey to Arques, Dieppe, and Caudebec, &c. that he might have a

light of the places where fo many memorable actions had been per-

formed, and I accompanied him throughout his journey.

When he returned to Rouen, he opened the afiembly, by a fpeech,

uttered with a dignity becoming a great prince, and a fincerity with

which princes are unacquainted : he declared that, to avoid all appear-

ance of violence or compuliion, he had determined not to call an afiem-

bly of deputies, named by the king and blindly obfequious to all his

inclinations, but that he gave an admiffion at large to perfons of all

ranks and conditions, that men of knowledge and merit might have

an opportunity topropofe, without fear, whatever they thought necefiary

for the public good ; that at that time he would not attempt to confine

them by any limitations, but enjoined them not to make an ill ufe of

this freedom from reftri&ion, by an attempt to lefien the fovereign

authority, which is the chief ftrength of the kingdom ; and exhorted

them to eftablifh union amongft. their members, to give eafe to the

people, to clear the royal treafury from debts, which, though it was

lubjecl to them, it never had contracted; to (hew their juftice in redu-

cing exorbitant falaries, without lefiening thofe that were necefiary ;

and to fettle, for times to come, a fund clear of incumbrances, and

fufficienj to maintain the army.

He added, that it fhould be no objection to him, that the meafures

propofed were not of his own contrivance, provided he found them
dictated by juftice, and public fpirit : that they fhould not find him

* There cannot, I think, any thing be as Comines, Boulainvilliers, kc. have ta-

aùdid to the juftnefs of thefe fentiments. ken the fide of the ftates, and the ariftocra-

And we need only remit hither thofe who, tical party.

pleading
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pleading his age, his experience, or perfonal qualities as an exemption

from any jufl regulations, though princes often made excufes far lefs

defensible; but that he would (new, by his example, that it was no
lefs the bulinefs of kings to enforce edicts, than of fubjects to obey
them *,

IIknry rofe after this fpeech, declaring that neither he nor his

council would be prefent at their confultations, that they might be

wholly freed from conftrant ; and acccordingîy went out with all his

couniellors, leaving only me, to lay before the aiTembly fuch ac-

counts, memoirs, and public papers, as were neceiTary for their infor-

mation.

When I gave an account of the lad afTembly of thefe fiâtes at Paris,

I lpoke at large of their methods of proceeding, and the forms ufed in

thofe great and numerous affemblies; and (hall therefore only obferve,

at prefent, that, excepting the fubject of their deliberations, this af-

fembly refembled the former. As they were now neceiTarily to come to

fome conclirfion, particularly with relation to the fublidies, and to

fettle the method of railing them, they could think of nothing better

to be done, than to make a collection of old ufelefs regulations of a

nature contrary to the prefent ftate of affairs; inltead of confidering

that the natron ought to be treated as a body afflicted with fome new
and extraordinary dhfemper, and therefore requiring an uncommon

dy, and th.it in proportion as its mechanifm is better known, the

ions performed upon it ought to be altered ; fuch is the force of
prejudice, that men continue obltinately to endeavour the cure of their

, by means of which the inerficacy is demonftrated by
their inability to prevent the evils or to itcp their progrefs. An injudi-

cious reverence for antiquity, a ralie notion of caufes, occalioned by the

* " It" I were defirous, fays he, to pafs

for an elaborate orator, I would have

introduced here more fine words than

«11; hut my ambition aims at

lomething higher than to fpeak well:

I afpirc to the glo ol the de-
liverer and reftorer of France. 1 have

.y prcde-

cellors have done, to obi i ire you blindly

ove of my "ill .uni pleafure; I

,i ive caufed you to be aflembled, in or-

Vol.. I.

'

" der to receive your counfels, to depend
" upon them, and to follow them; in

" fliort, to put myfelf into your h ihds as

" my guardians: this h a declaration
" which is not very common fi

" for grey hairs, and conquerors like me to

but the love which 1 bear my
" fubjects, and theextremefondn
" I have to preferve my ftate, have made
" me find i ifj and every thing
" honourable."' Peref. part. 2.

H h h difhnce
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diftance of time; a want of diligent reflexion on the paft, and of clear

views of the future, about which our ielf-love hinders us from coming

to any agreement, all contribute to perpetuate the wrong meafures of

ancient times. It is a maxim with fome, that laws and cuftoms are not

to be changed; a maxim to which I zealouily adhere, except when the

advantage, and what is much ftronger, the neceflity of the public *

requires their alteration.

Accordingly they amufed themfelves with raking old fchemes

out of the duff, and went on (till enlarging the collection, which they

found already to be of no value, till an impombility came full in their

view, and deftroyed their project; for it appeared that thefe old con-

mtutions were adapted to a form of government in which royalty, tho'

decorated with a Jpecious title, was a ftate of fervitude; and could

therefore not be applied to a time when the public intereft had con-

centered, in a lingle perfon, the authority which was formerly diffri-

buted amongft great numbers, and eftablifhed monarchy as the fureft

foundation of general fecurity.

This fancy was followed by another, which held them for a time

by fome fpecious appearances, though, in effect, it was no lefs incon-

venient than the former. This was the eftablifhment of a new coun-

cil, which they thought it proper to denominate the council of reafon,

* The genius of the French nation, they pare all the means for putting it in execu-

fay, is fuch, that this alone renders all tion. Amidft a great number of real

change, even the moil ufeful and neceffa- changes that have been made in the diffe-

ry, extremely dangerous for us : a fyftem, rent parts of the government, which will

whofe foundation it feems all the world, at be feen in the fcquel of thefe Memoirs, we
this day, agrees was excellent, and which, may obferve a frill greater number of pro-

notwithftanding this, has had very trouble- jects which have not been executed, tho'

fome confcquences, makes us infift more formed a great while ago: and what is the

than ever upon this confideration. The reafon? why, becaufe Henry the Great and
duke de Sully, who lived at a time in which his minifter watched and waited for the

he did not want for proofs of the defects proper conjunctures and circumftances,

objected to the nation, would have anfwer- &c. which mould render them certain and

ed to this, that two things are abfolutely ne- infallible. I will not fcruple to fay, that

cefiary in any nation whatever, in order to perfect fkill confifts not in imagining, but

fecure the fuccefs of fuch fort of enterprifes: in knowing, the hazards that proceed from

the firft is an authority in the legiflator, too great precipitation, and too great flow-

fufficicntly great not to be obliged to nefs, to be aware of the proper opportuni-

change, or abate the leaft tittle of his plan ty ; and in fhort, to know how to con-

thro' fear, or policy, or compliance: the duel and how to prepare for it..

Iccond, is a wifdom equally great, to pre-

whofe
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whole members mould be firft named by the affenably, and afterwards 1596.

fay the fovereign courts. But there was already a council of this kind, '
—~v——»

and that very council had been apparently the caufe of the diibrders ot

the finances, and the mifery of the nation. This fignified nothing; the

whole multitude iiiffered themfelves to be fo dazzled by a fine name,

and a new election, that it was propofed, and determined, to make the

fame evil its own remedy. It was lèttled, that the new council fhould

divide into two portions the revenues of the king, which they cftimated,

without much examination, at thirty millions *; that they fhould keep

one half in their own hands, for the difcharge of arrears, penfions,

wages of offices, and other public debts and engagements; and that

out of the fame fum they fhould repair or make cities, buildings, roads,

or other public works; and that of this fum neither the king nor the

fovereign court fhould have power to take cognizance, or examine the

application. It may eafily be imagined, how the members of the coun-

cil Mattered their rapacity by a difpofal ablblute and unaccountable of

half the revenues of the ftate: let us for a moment fuppofe them dif-

honeft in their management, what numbers mult be diftreffed, what

confufion and ruin muft enfue ?

The other part was left to the king, to be managed by him, or his

minifters, with equal exemption from account: this was burthened

with all the expences of the artillery and fortifications, all foreign af-

fairs, embaffies, and negotiations, the fupport of his houfliold, his

buildings, and his equipage, the payment of his officers, and his privy

purfe. Neither party was confined by any prefcriptions, as to the man-
ner of raifing or managing either fhare of the revenue; fo they pre-

ferved that mutual independence on which the projectors valued them-
felves; as if the ftrength of the kingdom did not depend upon the

power of atlifting, according to their refpective need, any part that

fhould happen to be in diftrefs, and fupplying the fick, if I may ufe

the expreffion, with the fuperfluous blood of thofe that are in health.

As the thirty millions at which the royal revenues have been rated,

were fufpected to be fomewhat more than their real value, they refolved

* The author has reafon to fay that this Memoirs to amount to a very confiderablc

computation is not cxaft, fince, notwith- fum, cardinal Richelieu did not value the

ftanding the augmentation of the king's whole revenues of the (late, after all the

revenues, and the clearing of his debts alterations which he himfelf h;id made, at

that happened under his miniftry, and more than thirty-five millions. Tell. Pol.

which may be fecn in the fequel of thefe part 2. page 152.

H h h 2 to
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to create a new tax, by laying a penny in the fhilling upon all

merchandifes *, and provilions bought and fold in the kingdom, by

wholefale or retail. When they computed the amount of the trade of

particular perfons, and the expences of necefhty, convenience, and

luxury, they concluded that this new tax might fafely be rated at five

millions; and the happy notion was bleft a thoufand times, though

in reality the fcheme was no lefs chimerical than the new computation

was defective -j-.

When the affembly had thus brought their fcheme in all its branches

to perfection, they fent it by their deputies to the king, who received

the propofal in his council : the indignation raifed by this project in-

ftantly appeared by fuch a confufion of outcries and murmurs, that the

king had great difficulty to make the council give their opinions one by

one- The field of difcuffion was boundlefs ; every man was made elo-

quent by vexation and refentment. When my turn came, I fatisfied

myfelf with faying coldly, that I had nothing to add to fuch fine ha-

rangues. The king, who obferved me attentively, and wondered at my
caution, refolved to have a private converfation with me before he gave

the fuffrage which was to determine for, or againft the fcheme of the

afTembly ; he therefore adjourned the confideration of the affair till the

morrow, in the prefence of the fame perfons. When we were alone,

he afked me with eagernefs, the reafon of my filence; and I made to

him the following obfervations.

It is certain, that the affembly were fo infatuated with their new
fcheme, that if the king fhould follow the opinion of his council, and

reject it in high terms, he would expofe himfelf to the danger of a ge-

neral difiatisfaction ; the more dangerous becaufe the ftates affembled

acknowledged no fuperior, nor allowed that even the king had power

to alter their decifions. One of the moil important maxims of mo-

* Corn was the only thing that was ex- blifhed, fays he, in divers other ftates, and

empted. had been already refolved on by a body of

j M. de Sully thinks and fpeaks of the the ftate, under Francis I. However, the

eftablifh'ng a fou or penny in the fhilling, difficulties and inconveniencies which M.
as almofl the whole world thought and de Sully mentions in the fequel are real,

of it at that time. Le Grain never- and partly the fame which made Richelieu

the lefs gives his fiifFrage to this tax, liv. vi. be the firft entirely to diffuade Lewis XIII.

Matthieu does not condemn it ; and what is from eftablifhing it. Teft.Pol. part 2. ch,

of gi . ' ..right, cardinal Richelieu finds 9. fe£t. 7.

jc to be 10 much the more juft, as it is efta-

narchy
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narchy is, that the king would take care not to reduce his fubje<5ts to ^fr-
actions of difobedience, or even to words of difrefpect; befides, the v—-~y~—'

king would directly break the word, by which he had promifed the

aflembly to conform himlèlf to their relblutions : and to conclude, all

they that contrived, or had adopted the fcheme, would make the re-

jection of it by the king, an argument by which they would convince

themfelves, that this was the true fcheme of affairs, till by an attempt

to put it in execution they were cured of their notion, and would inr

Sinuate, that only their prince had prevented them from feeing that

practice eftablifhed in France, which had been for fo long a time de-

Sired. Every body knows, that it is the diipoiition of the people, espe-

cially of thoie that have lpirit and refentment, to abufe the actions of

their fovereign.

On the other fide, it was equally certain that this project vv as at

once destructive in its tendency, and impracticable in its execution ; to

give full conviction of this the leaft knowledge of the finances was Suf-

ficient : belides the obstructions which I have juft been mentioning,

how many more mufl arifé from the competitions which would be pro-

duced by an election of the members of the council, who were to be

taken equally from all the provinces of the kingdom. No fooner could

this fcheme, which was now only Sketched out, be branched into par-

ticulars, than that appearance of impartiality and juftice, by which the

conduct of public affairs mull be neceffarily thrown into the hands of

new and unexperienced men, would occafion innumerable miscalcula-

tions, and mistakes. It was apparent that the heads of the new council

would immediately grow giddy, and that all the meaiures they would
take would be only blunder accumulated on blunder.

From the impossibility that any advantage Should arife from this

fcheme, I drew my arguments to perfuade the king to confent to it ;

by which he would obtain, in the eye of his people, the honour of

falling readily into the meaiures which they themfelves had marked out;

and this condefcenfion would be fo far from leffening the royal autli

ty, that when the new council had made the melancholy experiment of
their ftrength, he would ultimately receive this advantage, that all the

parts of the finances would fall back into his hands,with exemption from
dependence. A s the calculation of the royal revenues was made by the

affembly, and the council Selected from it, it would be fuppofed that

they had taken in all neceffary considerations relating to thofe pay-

ments,
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1596. merits, of which the collection was moft difficult and expenfive: they
»—^V"—

' could not therefore take it amifs, that the king chofe his fifteen mil-

lions of that part which he liked beft. Chufing for his part the re-

venue of the five great farms, des parties cafuelles, du domabie, et des

aides, he might expect, without prefumption, to fee them doubled, if

not trebled, in a fhort time. This I fpoke with full confidence, be-

caufe I had already provided myfelf of refponfible people, who had
engaged to take thefe farms at a confiderable advance. With refpect to

that which remained in the hands of the council of reafon, the cafe

was quite otherwife; and I would have been bound to the king, that

the penny in the {"hilling, amongft others, would not, when all ex-

pences were defrayed, bring in above two hundred thoufand crowns
•clear money.

The reafon why I did not give this opinion openly in the council,

was, becaufe I thought it proper that it mould feem to come from the

king himfelf. The king, after having heard me with great attention,

was afraid left my advice fhould bring him into difficulties, and into a

miftake in fome fort irretrievable; but having confidered my reafons

very ferioufly, he refolved to follow my opinion.

When the council met next day, they determined as the day before,

and I determined in the fame manner. The king declaring that he
could not follow their advice, left them in the utmoft aftonifhment,

and went in to the afiembly, where he declared, in ftrong terms, that

finding himfelf diipofed to promote, with all his power, the inclina-

tions of fo wife a body, he received their fcheme without any qualifica-

tion or reftriction, which he confidered as confifting of three articles;

the erection of an independent council, the divifion of the public reve-

nues, and the levy of a penny in the fhilling ; that the afiembly had
nothing to do but in twenty-four hours to name the new council; to

give in a fchedule of the thirty millions, that he might chufe his own
ihare; and that they fhould fee, by his conduct, whether he or the

council were the beft œconomifts. The goodnefs and compliance of
the king were loudly praifed ; and the council finding itfelf concluded

by a determination fo unanimous, which left no farther room for de-

bate, at leaft between the king and his fubjedts, thought of nothing but

returning to Paris, there to conclude this mafter-piece of policy.

2

The
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The new council was not formed with fo little difturbance as had
been expected; that change of temper which retarded the election was
fo great, that penetrating perlons law from that moment how chime-

rical a fcheme had been embraced by the multitude. The nomination

was at lad completed, in which the clergy were very bufy from the

firft; and the cardinal de Gondy *, famous for his œconomical abilities,

was put at its head, as if public affairs were to be adminftered by the

fame rules as thole of a private houfe. The council of reafon held their

meetings regularly in the epifcopal palace, where the cardinal had af-

figned them an apartment.

But no fooner had they begun to lay papers upon the table for the

collection of the payments of the next year, but thefe new money-
mongers were fo much perplexed, that they knew not on which fide

to turn them. The farther thev went the more the labyrinth was per-

plexed ; they found nobody that would undertake for the penny in

the (hilling; the farmers ahked for other funds, but at a difcount which
put them quite at a lofs; and to add to their vexation, the bulinefs could

not be put off: all the penfioners of the (fate came upon them, and
talked of nothing but millions to people that had not yet got a fingle

farthing. Chagrin and vexation foon broke the unanimity of the new
council; they began immediately to quarrel, and reproach one ano-

ther with ignorance and raihnefs.

The thing was come, in a few weeks, to this pafs, that the coun-

cil of reafon could do nothing reafonably; and they were forced to ap-

ply to d'Incarville and me, and begged of us to come, at leaft once a

week, and give them fuch counfel as we gave the king, whole part of

the revenue they faw growing and flourilhing day after day. I ex-

cufed myfelf on account of my employ, which took me up altogether.

They then addreffed the king; who, with his ordinary goodnefs, com-
manded me to go: but I did not forget, on that occafion, what was
neceflary to his fervice. I lamented the ftate of the affairs of the coun-
cil; I found no means of extrication, and I helped forward nothing

but perplexity. In (hort, fcarce three months had palfed before thefe

profound politicians, being at the end of all their art, and finking un-

ter de Gondy, bifhop of Paris, and a peer and maréchal of France, of whom i

brother to Albert de Gondy duke of Retz, we have fpoken before.

der-
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der their burden, went to the king to beg to be difcharged. The
king, whom I believe began to like this new regulation that fet him

at eale, told them that every thing was difficult at firft; advifed them

to take heart, and fent them away confuted by their own reafons. But

they foon came back, and changed their intreaties to importunity;

confeiîed that they had been in the wrong when they undertook to

govern the kingdom, and fhewed a thoufand times more fatisfaction

on their difmiffion from their employment, than at their advancement

to it.

This burden fell upon me, as an addition to that with which I was

already loaded, and my labour was fo great, that it required both my
days and nights. As I had a kind of paffion for the re-eftablifhment

of the finances, I made prodigious advances in the ancient regifters

of the council of ftate, the parliaments, the chambers of accounts,

and the courts of aids, and even in the private accounts of the former

iecretaries of ftate, for the new ones would not communicate theirs.

I did the fame thing in the offices of the treafurers of France, in the

treafury-chamber, and in the papers of the treafurers of the exchequer*:

I raked even into that vaft collection where all the ordinances are kept

infcribed. Having a defign to draw up a general ftate of the finances

for the year i 595, which was the end of all my refearches, I thought

it fit to neglect nothing, that I might come as near as was poffible, in

the firft year of my management, to the exadtnefs to which I earneftly

deiîred to carry it. Whatever fraud or miftake had crept into the

finances, I imagined that it could be neither h great nor ib general,

but I mould be^able to prove and mew its original, by comparing thefe

pieces which I have been mentioning, or by the inferences to be drawn

from them, with a due obfervation of the different proportions of vari-

ous times and alterations of affairs.

The people of the king's council were frighted at the fight of my
project, and beginning to imagine that 1 mould throw every thing

open, blamed themfelves now more than ever for not having with

* " Rofnv, before he entered upon this
" the expences neceflary in railing them :

" office of fuperintendant, had furnifhed " he communicated all that he knew of

" himfelf with all the neceflary informa- "
this matter to the king, who had in

" tions, the better to be enabled to ac [uit
" like manner ftudied all thefe things tho-

f* himfelf therein: he perfectly knew all
" roughl) himfelf." &c Peref. p. 225.

u the revenues of the kingdom, and all
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much vigour oppofed my admitîion into the council. Maifles, to whom
I muft do this jullice, that as loon as he difcovered my intentions he
joined his endeavours with mine, gave me information ol" their terrors

and regret. To confirm them in their fulpicions, I declared in public,

that I had obtained fuch intelligence about the finances, that they

would be prefently regulated upon another plan ; and I delired that

the comptroller-general, the intendant of the finances of France, the

treafurer of the exchequer, and the receivers-general, lhould be joined

with me, in order to draw up this general llate of the finances, of

which thefe very men were in fuch terror. I had the care, however,

to keep the pen always between my own fingers.

However, I could not this time keep myfelf clear of feveral con-

fiderable errors, nor efcape being tricked by thefe old practitioners. I

think it is no lhamc to confefs it ; this very year they gained a profit

of one fifth, which is exorbitant, though infinitely lefs than their ordi-

nary gains. I propofed the next year to remedy both this and another

millake which I had committed : one of the chief tricks of the finan-

ciers was, to make the expence of the current year appear to be much
more than the receipt, and to anticipate the revenues of the following

year ; by which means the expence of the next year, and of all the reil

in fuccefiion, was thrown into a confufion from which thefe men drew
many advantages, particularly that of appearing never to have money
which was not pre-engaged long before, and of being able to alledge

this excufe to the king, and all thole whom they were not inclined to

pay. In the fécond place, they made ufe of that money : and, to con-

clude, they paid off the old debts at a very low price, and yet charged

them entire in their accounts. This negligence of mine coll the king-

dom this year two millions.

This fault I corrected the following year, during my refidence in

Brittany; fo that from that time forward the receipts and expences ex-

actly agreed. And in die mean time, to fill up the deficiency which
my millake had made, I took the parties cafuelles, les gabelles, the five

great farms, and the toll of the rivers, out of the hands of the duke of
Florence, who held them under the names of Gondy, Senamv, Za-
met, le Grand, Parent, l'Argentier, and other old managers, who had
no (hare in the new finances ; and I increafed thefe farms with two
millions that had been lolt by mifcomputation. The contractors for

the finances, and their afiociates of the council, were thunderftruck

with this laft blow ; but for this time their fpite vented itfelf in fmoke,
Vol. I. I i i the
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1 596. the king having fupported me for fome time in a manner fo confpicuous,

Lis-v**5» as funk them all into inactive defpondency. The confequence of his

conduct to the affembly was, that he was made matter, not only of the

pretended council of reafon, but likewife of his own, whofe authority

was now declining ; and he had no longer reafon to fear that his de-

figns would mifcarry, as formerly, by their obftruction.

The defign in which he was then actually engaged, was the fiege

of Arras, which had been propofed in the council of war, which, ex-

cepting only the fecretary, confifted merely of men of action : it had

there patted without oppofition ; but the reiblution was kept fecret, be-

caufe only by concealment could we be allured of fuccefs. That the

merchants with whom I agreed for fupplies of all neceflary provifions

might know nothing of the matter, I named to them a great number of

cities along all the frontiers of Picardy, and Arras among the reft, at

any of which they obliged themfelves to deliver, during the whole cam-

paign, fifty thoufand loaves a day. Santeny, Robin de Tours, Maule-

ville, and Lambert chevalier de Guet d'Orléans, engaged likewife for

the conveyance of every thing elfe, and particularly of twenty-five

cannons. The contract patted at fo low a price, that if the misfortune

that happened at Amiens a little after, had not obliged us to draw thi-

ther the forces defigned againft Arras, they would have been confider-

able lofers : but as it happened, they made a reafonable gain.

MEMOIRS
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H E preparations that were making for war, did not prevent

their enjoying at Paris all the amufements that winter com-
monly brings along with it. The gentlenefs of the govern-

ment fecured the tranquility of the public, who tatted all the fweets of

it, without any of that allay which for lb long a time had imbittered all

their pleafures. Gallantry, Ihews, play, took up the time of the cour-

tiers; and the king, who liked thefe diverfions through tafte, permitted

them through policy. Monfieur and madam de Fervaques, intreated

me to allow of the addrefles of monfieur de Laval*, the fon of this lady,

to my eldefl: daughter. I referred them to the king, without whole

conient I could not now difpofe of my daughter, fince it had been pro-

pofed by the princefs, to marry her to monfieur de Rohan; with whom
the king being at that time offended, approved of monfieur de Laval.

* William de Hautcmer, count dc name, count de Laval, de Montfort, &c.
Granccy, feigneur de Fervaques, who af- who was fomc time after killed in Hunga-
terwards became a maréchal of France. ry : in him ended that branch of Laval, or

was Andrée d'AHcgrc, widow to rather of Rieux, which continu

Guy count de Laval, whofe fon was like- the female line: for this Guy count de

wile called Guy, the twentieth of that Laval was of the houfe of Coligny.

I i i 2 The
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I S97-—-"Y-*-J The court every day had the pleafure of a new entertainment, from

engagements of this nature, the moft fplendid of which was given by

the conftable, at the Solemnity of baptizing his fon. This was the pre-

tence ; but it was well known, that one of the moft beautiful young

ladies of the court, and who was afterwards married to an old man, was

the real object of thefe gallantries. Montmorency, amongft all the

courtiers, chofe out twelve noblemen for his ballet, who he thought

would appear there with the greateft magnificence ; and prevailed up-

on the king to lay his commands upon me to be of this number. The
elegance and propriety with which it was conducted, and which is

the very effence of thefe fort of diverfions, was fuperior to any thing I

had ever feen of the kind. This entertainment was univeriaiiy allowed

to have greatly excelled all that went before it : it was likewife the laic,

and a ftrange diflurbance happened at the end. I retired about two in

the morning, and had been an hour and a half in bed, when I faw Be-

ringhen enter my chamber, with the utmoft consternation painted in

his countenance: he could but juft tell me that the king wanted me;
and afiure me, in anfwer to my enquiries, that no accident had happen-

ed to his perfon ; for this was the fini queftion I afked, and his reply

comforted me beforehand for the misfortune, whatever it was, fince I

faw none which were abfolutely irremedible, but thofe that threatened

his life. I put on my cloaths hartily, and ran to the Louvre, in great

anxiety of mind : upon my entering the king's chamber, I law him
walking about very faft, his arms folded, his head reclined, and all the

marks of a deepuneafinefs * imprefled on his countenance. The cour-

tiers flood in different corners of the room, leaning againft thehangings,

without uttering a fingle word.

The king coming to meet me, prefied my hand with great emotion,

crying " Ah, my friend, what a misfortune! Amiens is taken. I con-

fers, 1 continued immoveable, like all the reft, at this unfoi sfeeri blow : a

place fo ftrong, fo well provided with every thing that v%as necefi; ;y,

fo near to Paris, and on the fide of Picardy the only key to the king-

dom, to be taken fo fuddenly ere we could be informed that it was

* " Being -à-: it were thunderftruck at " king of France, it is time now thr.t I

" this, and yet looking up to heaven as he " aflume the character of king of Na-
" commonly does more in adverfity than " varre : and, turningto the marchionefs,
" profperity, he fpoke aloud, This blow " who wept, we mud quit our prefent
" is from heaven ! Then paufing a little " warfare, and take horfe to engage in
11

faid, I have fufRciently acted the part of " another.

threatened
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threatened with an attack: the thing was almofl incredible, and the 1597.

general confternation appeared to be too well grounded. However, I *—-\—-J

took my refolution immediately, and while the king, who had received

this news as he was preparing to go to bed, related to me the manner

in which the Spaniards, with lbme facks of walnuts, had furprized this

important place *, I reflected that, intfead of increaiing, to no purpoie,

the general diimay, prudence fuggefted that, in the prefent circum-

ifance, it was neceflary to keep up- every one's fpirits, and to comfort

the king. I therefore told him that I had in good time juft put the

finiihing hand to a fcheme, by which not only Amiens, butfeveral other

places, would be reftored to him without much difficulty.

This hint alone feemed, on a fudden, to have robbed the late mif-

fortune of half its force ; and although it did not hinder the king from

reflecting on i :ulties of an enterprize which might have very

fatal consequences, vet, as the aftoniihment the courtiers were in left

them nothing to fay in anfwer to the king's interrogatories but what

tended to increafe bis difquiet, his hopes were greatly railed by what I

had laid, and he deiired to know what methods they were by which

I propofed to ferve him. I replied, that he mould be informed by the

papers I had drawn up for that purpoie; and I went out as if to fetch

them, leaving the king at lead in a more compofed ftate ot mind than I

had found him. Had he been a vvitnefsof my perplexity and uneafi-

nci :
, when I was alone in myclofet, he would have lupprefled part of

thole praiies which he bellowed on me when I had quitted his cham-

ber ; for then it was that, reiigning myielf up to reflecTion, I compre-

hended the whole extent of thole misfortunes, which might be expected

from the prefent pofture of affairs. The king's treafure exhaufted, not

a fingle regiment fit forlervice, at the lame time that there was an ab-

folute neceihry both for money and troops in great abundance, and that

without any delay.

* It was on the eleventh of March, Her- guard to the fword, made themfelves

nand Teillo de Porto-Cnrrero, a Spaniard, maftcrs of the town. See an account of

the author of this fcheme, had difguifed this in all the hiftorians, under the year

like country men and countrywomen, 1 597. Hernand Teillo was killed in

ig goods to market, about thirty bravely defending this town againft

Spaniards,who flopped up one of the gates Henry IV. He ufed to fay, that the

of the town, and amufed the guard, by tlirce grcateft commanders he knew, were

il the entrance thereof a cart Henry for the conduct of a large army, the

rich facks full ol • 1 one duke of Mai'enne foi i

: town,

11 untied; and during this time lbme and maréchal Biron for a battle. Mat-

Spanifh troops who lay concealed behind thieu, torn. II. liv. ii. p. 232.

the hedges, marched up, and, putting the

I RFAD
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1597. I read over my private memoirs : I revolved in my mind all thofe
"""—"' ichemes for levying money, which I had employed my leifure hours in

concerting, forefeeing that the king would have foon an occafion for

them. Moil of thefe ichemes might be reduced to two different kinds ;

one very eafy and plain, wherein all that was neceffary to be done was

to augment the land-tax, and other imports already eftablifhed ; the

other more difficult, which confifted in contriving new fources from

whence money might be drawn. The firft I did not think it prudent

to have recourfe to, fince, after all the hardihips which the country

people had endured, to opprefs them ftill more by an augmentation of

taxes, the fole weight of which falls upon them, and at a time when
they but juft began to breathe again, was to complete the ruin of the

1 rate, and to deprive the king himfelf, for the future, of his moft fruitful,

-and in one fenfe his moft certain refources.

I then turned my thoughts another way, and fixed upon the fol-

lowing projecf, which was to demand of the clergy a free gift for a

year, if not for two years, and oblige them to make immediate pay-

ment ; to augment the old offices with new members, four in each

fovereign court, befides four mailers of accounts in every chamber, two

in every office in the finances, two offices of counfellor in every prehdial

court, an affefibr in every royal tribunal, and an eledt in every election;

to add a third to all the officers of the finances*; to keep back half a

year's payment of the arrears of fums borrowed from the contractors in

the lull reign; to increafe the tax on fait fifteen fous a pottle, and to leave

it always in that ftate, becaufe fuch an increafe would give room for

the fuppreffion of certain offices too chargeable to the public ; to raile

the entry of goods, and the tolls of rivers a third part, by a new efti-

mate ; and, as all thefe meafures gave us, for the moft part, only the

hope of money, to begin by borrowing twelve hundred thoufand livres

from the richeft people of the court and principal cities, and to affign

them payments out of an augmentation of the gabels and five great

farms ; and, to fupply the ready money which we fliould have occafion

for befides, to raife a profecution in the chamber of juftice againft the

old contractors, who had made confiderable fortunes, and oblige them

to fuffer a new tax, in form of a loan.

The offices of the finances were pof- this third was calleJ Triennial, becaufe he

I (fed by tun pc 1 Ions; the firft was called had every third year his rotation with the

l'Ancien ; the fécond, who had been ap- other two, who alone had the privilege of

edaftex, was called l'Alternatif; and reimburfing the Triennial.

This
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This plan was indeed of fufficient extent. However, it was not my

intention, that thefe methods ihould be all made ule of at once, but,

being uncertain how long the war would continue, they might employ
them fucceifively, beginning with thole that were the leaft burthenfome.

With regard to the troops that were neceffary, I thought they could

not do better than to raife them in thofe provinces of the kingdom
which had no longer any occafion for defence. Thus I taxed the ille of

France, by joining Barry to it, with a complete regiment ; the Orleanois

with Touraine was to furnifh a fécond ; and Normandy itfelf a third :

thefe regiments were to conflit offifteen hundred and fifty men,furnilhed

and maintained by the provinces, from the day of their arrival before

Amiens ; becaufe thefe provinces enjoyed the right of calling the regi-

ments by their own name, and of appointing the officers.

Five days after T carried my project to the king, with the proper

evidences formally drawn up in thirteen papers. His majefty retired to

examine them with me, in the prefcnce of d Arambure, Lomenie,
Beringhen, and l'Oferai. When I had finilhed reading them I

told the king, that, with thefe fupplies, there was nothing to retard his

departure for the expedition of Amiens ; lince all the necelfary prepa-

rations for a camp in Picardy were already made in fuck a manner,

that, I durfi: allure his majefty, his army would not only find there pro-

vifion in great plenty, but likewife every thing requilite for mere con-

venience, with the fame eafe, and at the fame price as in a city. I

added, that whatever refource this fcheme might afford the king in his

prefent neceifities, his majefty mull not imagine it would be carried into

execution, without increafing the number of thofe «rounds of which
France was far from being wholly cured : that he need only take a flight

view of the immenie debts and engagements with which the itate was
overburdened ; that, to an exhaufted itate, a new tax, in whatever man-
ner difguifed, is always the lame; therefore the war ihould not be re-

newed, but with a view of procuring an advantageous peace, which.

was now become abfolutely neceffary : and however great the public

mifery was at prefent, I was tullv convinced that twelve years of con-

tinued peace would be fulficient to refiorc the kingdom to a n'ourilh-

ing condition.

I did not doubt but that, In- the conducf which the king appeared dif-

poied to obferve, the enemies, notwithstanding the advantages they

had gained, would be the firlt to wifh for the end of the war ; and at

that
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that time I freely difclofed a thought to the king, the juflnefs ofwhich

was verified by the event ; and this was, that the firft overtures for a

peace would be made by the king of Spain, whom policy, in that ftate

of weaknefs and incapacity to which the common courte of nature had

reduced him, would not permit to expofe his crown to the uncer-

tain chances of war, always to be feared, but chiefly in the beginning of

a prince's reign who was ftill a child. I even went fo far as to fore-

tell, that Spain would purchafe peace by the reftoration of all the towns

the had taken from France.

My fcheme for raifing money was fo much approved by the king,

that he refolved to propofe it himfelf in full council ; but he communi-
cated it beforehand to a kind of little council of war, compofed of the

duke of Montpenfier, mefiieurs de Montmorency, de Maïenne, d'Au-

vergne, de Biron, d'Ornano, de Bellegarde, de Saint Luc, de Fer-

vaques, de Roquelaure, and de Frontenac : he afterwards fummoned

an extraordinary council, to which he admitted all in Paris who had a

right to a place there, particularly the chief perfons ofthe afîèmbly of

Rouen, who ftill refided there. The king could take no happier mea-

furesto eftablifh his authority upon the weaknefs of this great aflembly,

which was now acknowledged by themfelves. He began with lament-

ing the lofs of Amiens, declaring the neceffity there was to recover this

city as foon as poflible, giving in a full plan of all that was neceflary

for that purpofe : he concluded with afking the advice of all that were

prefent, concerning the means of carrying it into execution, complaining,

in order to conceal from them what he himfelf had to propofe, that

his moil ufeful and neceflary enterprizes were always oppofed by diffi-

culties, and retarded by delays.

Here the king flopped as ifto wait for the deliberations ofthe aflem-

bly. Each looked upon the other without uttering a fingle word; at

length the nobles broke filence, but it was only to refer the affair to the

financiers, who in their turn replied, that it belonged wholly to the no-

bles. Henry urging them to deliver their opinions, fome general pro-

pofals for new levies were made, which were immediately oppofed by

one half of the aflembly ; and the counfellors finding their fpeech all at

one time, to ridicule, in a confufed and diforderly manner, whatever

might be offered by either party, the king, feizing that moment when
their animofity was carried to fuch a height, that there was not the

leaft probability of their coming to any agreement, drew the memorial

out of his pocket, telling them, that, although he had but litde expe-

rience
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rience in the affairs of the finances, yet, upon the prefent occafion, he

would offer his opinion, which he was always ready to give up for a

better : he then prepared to read the paper, which threw all that were

prefent into a fixed attention, and afterwards into an aftonifhment, that

rendered them fpeechlefs and immoveable. Henry fuffered them to

remain in this filence for two moments, then declaring that he under-

ftood it as an unanimous confent, added, that ashe had on intention to

make ufe of all thofe meafures at one time, he would begin by bor-

rowing the fum of twelve hundred thoufand livres ; and exhorted the

nobles and the wealthieft perfons in the kingdom, to comply volunta-

rily with the prefent necelnty of the times, and depend upon his royal

word, that the lenders fliould have their principal reimburfed in the

fpace of two years, together with the intereft. His majeity then brought

forward the fifteen fous upon fait, the eftabliihment of the third man in

the finances, and an enquiry into the conduct of fraudulent contractors.

The affair was decreed, and a decree drawn up upon that plan. We had,

in a very little time, three hundred thoufand crowns voluntarily lent :

the creation of the third man brought in twelve hundred thoufand, and
the fame fum was drawn from the collectors of taxes, to whom the

treafurers of France were joined, but were fuffered however to tax

themfelves.

The council of the finances, accuftomed to rejoice in the cala-

mity of the people, were foon comforted under thefe new fubfidies,

provided they might pal's through their hands. They reprefented

to the king, after having greatly commended his memorial, that the

fuccefs of it depended upon his employing perfons of great expe-

rience, ready difpatch, and poffefled of a full power to execute it. The
king replied, that the perfon he was refolved to employ fliould be in-

verted with his authority ; and that with regard to the other quali-

ties, he pitched upon me (I was prefent at this difcourfe) as the moll
induftrious and molt prudent amongrt: them, although the youngeft.

He exprefied himfelf in yet ftronger terms to Schomberg (whom his

majefty vifited juft before his departure, on account of an indifpofition*

* Galpard Schomberg, count de Nan- death, which happened two years aftcr-

teuil. This difordcr was a difficulty of wards. He was employed in'the making
breathing, that proceeded from the mem- the edict of Nantes, as fhall be obfcrveJ
brane that covers the heart becoming of- hereafter ; and he did many other fervices

feous on the left fide, as alfo fomc others to the Hate. M. de Thou highly com-
et the neighbouring parts ; and this was mends his character and abilities, both as

found fo upon opening his body after his a warrior and as a ftatefman.

Vox. I, Kkk
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that confined him to his bed) and to the counfellors he found in the

lick count's chamber. He told them, that as I only mould bear the

blame, if he was not fupplied with every thing he had occallon for,

while he employed himfelf wholly in fighting againft his enemies, fo he
was refolved that every thing lhould be regulated in the council agree-

able to my directions. And accordingly, before he went away, he
inverted me with his whole authority. This mortified Schomberg to

fuch a degree, that he chofe rather to go and ferve at the fiege, than

fee me at the head of the finances. Sancy likewife left the council, to

hold his rank in the army as colonel of the Swifs.

The gentlemen of the council gave me ftill more reafon to fuf-

pect them, of which I had a proof in the affair of the third men. Af-
ter having recorded the edict by which they were created, I endeavoured

to raife as much money as was poflible from thefe offices, And to de-

prive the gentlemen of the council of all mean6 of ferving, at a low
rate, any relation or friend, as was ufual with them, I applied myfelf

with as much afiiduity to the pen, as any clerk or treasurer des parties

cafnelles ; and not fatisfied with ufing this precaution, I gave a note

under my hand to each purchafer, who was obliged to carry it to

the treafurer, from whom, after laying down the money, he received

an acquittance, and both were to be produced to me.

All artifice becoming ineffectual, the contractors had recourfe to a

method which, doubtlefs, had feldom failed before ; they attempted

to corrupt me with bribes. Robert de Tours, a very confiderable con-

tractor, after conferring with the council, whom he had gained over

to his intereft, came to my houfe, and entreated one of my fecretaries

to procure him an interview with my wife, to whom he offered ajewel

worth fix thoufand crowns as a prefent for me, and another worth

two thoufand for her, that I might not oppofe a determination of

the council, who had afligned to him the nomination of all the third

men in the diffricts of Tours and Orleans, for the fum of feventy-two

thoufand crowns. He was introduced to me by madam de Rofny,.

whom, by a fevere reprimand in the contractor's prefence, I made
fenfible of the fault fhe had committed. Nor did I fpare him, in or-

der to prevent fuch attempts for the future. He left me greatly fur-

prized, and probably as much offended at my behaviour. I had jufl

been refufing, from another contractor, fixty thoufand crowns, for one

half of that of which he had before offered me feventy-two thoufand

for
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tor the whole ; and that very evening, that half brought me fourfcore

thoufand crowns, becaufe I divided it into final] parcels.

This employment detained me at home all that day and the follow-

ing for I thought it of more confequence than to attend the chan-

cellor's fummons, who had lent a ferjeant of the council twice to me,

to defire I would come thither, and finiihan affair which would procure

the king, he laid, feventy-five thoufand crowns of ready money. I

went as loon as I was dilengaged, without thinking any more of Ro-

bert de Tours. The chancellor, upon my entering the council-cham-

ber, made me ibme flight reproaches for my negligence : I aniwered

him bluntly, that I had been more ufeful to the king, in my clofet.

" We have been no lefs fo here," returned the chancellor, who fought

to enhance the value of thefervice he had done the king, in procuring

him this readv money, by the neceflity his majefty was in for it, hav-

ing, by two letters fucceiîîvely, demanded fomeof the council. When
I difcovered that this was the money which had juft. before been of-

fered me by the contractor of Tours, he having only added three thou-

land crowns more to the fum, I reprefented to thefe gentlemen, in very

ftrong terms, that fince they could not be ignorant that Robert had

firft applied to me, they ought not to have concluded, without my
knowledge, an atfair which had appeared to me unjuft.

Finding that they were endeavouring to impofe upon me, partly

by complaint, and partly by an air of authority, I told them plainly,

that if I had been of a humour to be gained by bribes, the bargain

would not have returned to them ; but that fince the king relied upon
my fidelity, I would not fail to give him every proof of it in my power.

The chancellor, Frefne, and la Grange-le-roi, fenfibly affected with

the reproach conveyed in thefe words, had the aflurance to mention

immediately, that a bargain by which the king loft more than half of
what was due to him, was, notwithftanding, more advantageous for

him, fince he was paid with ready money, than mine, by which I cora-

!y allowed the purchafers the term of fix months for the payment
of the fécond moiety. They did not flop there, but reproached me
with letting myfelf up for a reformer of the finances ; and declared,

with an air of contempt, that they were able to lupport their bargain

ngainft mine. Upon this, growing violent, the council determined

that their alfignment to Robert do Tours Ihould take place.

Kkk 2 I did
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15.97. I did not think proper to fay one word more concerning this un~
k-—v—

—

J juftifiable method ofproceeding, nor upon the regulation that was made
in confequence of it, which was, that thenceforward the council would

have no regard to particular notes. But when Fayet, the fecretary,

brought me this arret to fign, I refufed to do fo, till I had received the

king's anfwer to a letter, in which, as I told Fayet, I had fuppreffed no
part of the truth, nor concealed the perfons : this letter gave Fayet fome
apprehenfions, as I defigned it fhould ; he intreated me to fhew it him ;

and pretending to be overcome by his importunity, I yielded. It turned

entirely upon the underhand practices which Robert had made u.s of to

gain the gentlemen of the council ; all which I had had the good for-

tune to difcover. I likewife gave the king to underftand, that this

contractor had procured the favour of the council, by making to ma-
dam de Sourdis *, miftrefs to the chancellor, the fame offers which

I had rejected ; to which he had added other prefents to madam de

Deuilly, a relation of the chancellor's, and Frefne's miftrefs. Fayet

repeating the contents ofmy letter to the perfons moft concerned in it,

they fent him back immediately, to intreat I would not fend it : the,

arret was fuppreffed, , and Robert's bargain rejected.

.

In this manner I divided my labours, between the care of receiving,

the money of the ftate, and laying it out advantageoufly for the necef-

iities of the army, which wanted neither provifions nor artillery during

the whole time that the fiege of Amiens continued. I took a journey,

regularly every month to the camp, carrying with me each time fifteen

hundred thoufand crowns ; which procured me the friendfhip of all

the principal officers, who were not accuftomed to fuch exact pay-

ments. I extended my cares and folicitude even to the private foldiers,

,

by eftablifhing an hofpital in the camp, fo convenient and fo well at- -

* Ifabel Baboude la Bourdaifiere, the called Mary Gaudin. All the daughters of

wife of Francis d'Efcoubleau, marquis de this line were remarkably'beautiful. Leo X. .

Sourdis ; (he had an elder lifter, called was fo charmed with the beauty of Mary
Frances, who was married to Antony d'E- Gaudin, at Boulogne, where he had feen

ftrées, and mother to the fair Gabrielle ;
her, when he had a conference with Fran-

and likewife a younger filter, who married cis I. that he prefented her with a dia-

Claude de Beauvilliers, the count de Saint- niond, called by domeftic tradition G au-

Aignan. This whole family was ftrangely din's Diamond. It is Amelot de la Houf-

cricd down and fatirized in the Amoursdu faye who fpeaks fo ; and he has colle&ed

Grand Alcandro, and other farçaftical li- fcveul fuch-like anecdotes of this whole,

bels of that time, even as far back as the family, to which I refer the curious reader,

grandmother of thefe three ladies, who was in the article Babou de la Bourdaifiere.

tended,
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tended, that lèverai perlons of quality went thither to be cured of their 1 597.

difeafes or wounds *. c«—y '

The king's folicitude for the fafety of my perfon, which, indeed,,

he almoft carried to excels, more than compenfated for all my trouble..

Saint-Luc, to whom the count de la Guiche had refigned the poll: of

great mafter of the ordnance, took me with him to fee his lodgments,

knowing my fondnefs for that part of the military art : this engaged

me very far in the trenches and other places in which there was fome
danger. The king being informed of it, gave me a fevere reprimand,,

ablblutely forbidding me to appear at any hazardous poft ; and laid

publicly on this occalion, that 1 had. enemies even in the camp, who
ib eagerly delired my death, they would voluntarily expole themfelves.

to any danger, provided I fhared it with them. It. was hardly polhble

for one who had been a foldier, not to feel his former ardour for war
revive; near a prince who was equal to every military duty, and per-

formed all with an application lb unwearied, and courage lb invin-

cible, as might have animated hearts the leaft fenfible to glory.

His example, however, did not produce the fame effect upon all..

In the very midft of his camp, a cabal of mutinous proteftants was
formed, headed by mefheurs de la Tremouille, de Bouillon, and Du-
Pleflis, which gave him great uneafinefs. Going to pay my refpecls

to him, before I returned again to Paris, I found him in deep affliction :

he had juft received certain intelligence, that thefe three gentlemen,

in concert with the two Saint-Germains, de Clan and de Beaupré,

d'Aubigné
-f-,

la Cafe, la Valliere, la Saufaie, la Bertichere, Préaux,

BafTignac, Regnac, BelTais, Ce niant, and other proteftants, to the num-
ber of twenty, had held an affembly of the whole body of proteftant

bigots, wherein they had made a propofal, which they fupported with

• D'Aubigné relates, that it was com- courage, gained him great reputation a-
roonty faid at that time, that Henry IV. mong the calvinift party : he retired in

had brought Paris with him before Amiens, 1620 to Geneva, where he died in 1631,
to fhew the abundance that reigned in his aged fourfcore, leaving behind him only-

camp. And he likewise brought hismiftrefs one fori, called Conftans d'Aubigné, whoie
to Pecquigny, at which the maréchal de daughter -was Frances d'Aubigné, thi

Bironsnd other general officers murmured marchionefs de Màintenon. Addias de
very much. Chaumcnt, feigneur de la Bertichere, bro-

t This is the hiftorian d'Aubigné, who thcr to John de Chaumont; the marquis
is always called dAubignv m thefe Me- de Guitry ; his pofterity is ftill extant 10
moire : hi namjj is Theodore-Agrippa this day. Hector de Preaux, &c.
d'Aubigné : his birth, his fervices, and his

all
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all the power and influence they had, to take advantage of the oppor-

tunity the liege of Amiens * afforded them, which could not be car-

ried on without their afTiftance, to force an edict from the king en-

tirely to their fatisfadtion ; or, ifherefufed, to do themfelves juftice,

by taking up arms againft him. Happily for the king, this propofal

was objected to by many perfons in the affembly, as well as in ibme of

the great towns, which they had endeavoured to draw over to their

party. His majefty was a little comforted by this circumftance, but

lie had reafon to apprehend, that the moft violent party would carry it

at laft. He commanded me to write to fome of the principal amongft
them, to prevail upon them, if pofhble, to refume more reafonable.

ientiments; and particularly the duke de laTremouille, whom he knew
to be the chief promoter of the confpiracy.

Hitherto I had preferved fome degree of intimacy with la

Tremouille, infomuch that he thought himfelf obliged to require my
prefence in thefe affemblies, but concealed the occafion of them; and

in his letter to me made ufe of fuch ambiguous terms, as it was not

* It is certain, that it was by this con-

juncture of the fiege of Amiens, and the

ïeveral fleps which the calvinifts of France

took to make their advantage of it, that

they obtained the famous editt of Nantes,

which was granted them the year following.

The duke de Bouillon does not deny this.

All the reafons by which he juftifies this

conduit, maybe leen in Marfolicr, liv. v.

but the beft of all is the proteft which he and

Du-Pleffis Mornai make, that whatever

might apparently be the view ofthe calvi-

nifts in thefe aflemblies at Saumur, Lou-
dun, and Vendôme, that were called to-

gether immediately after one another, and

conducted with a great deal of warmth,
neither they nor the other heads of the

party ever had an intention of deliberating

therein upon taking up arms, but only

amicably to endeavour to obtain equitable

conditions. We could wifh, folely i'ov the

entire juftiflcation of the duke de Bouillon,

that there had not been reafon to upbraid

him for refufmg to follow the king in his

expedition to Amiens ; and that the fur-

prize ofthis town by the Spaniards had not

been followed, on the party of the calvi-

nifts, by a tranflation of the proteftant af-

fembly of Vendôme to Chàtelleraut, where
the proceedings were lb violent, that tha

king was obliged to fend thither M. de
Schomberg, de Thou, de Vic, de Ca-
lignon, and de Montglat, who were
charged with full powers to offer fuch con-

ditions asfufficiently {hew, that Henry IV.
thought he had every thing to fear from

them. The reafon why the calvinifts have

filled Europe with their complaints about

the revocation of the edict of Nantes, is

becaufe the intervention of a fpace of time

of upwards of fourfcore years, has made
them lofe fight of the means they ufed

at firft to extort it. As to the above re-

mark, conkilt the Memoirs of the duke

de Bouillon ; his Hilt, by Marlolier ; the

Hilt, of the edict of Nantes ; the Life of

Du-Pleflis Mornai ; the Verbal procefs of

the aflemblies of Vendôme and Chàtelle-

raut, iiC. but especially d'Aabigoé, torn.

III. liv. iv. ch. ii. where he relates, at

very full length, all the fchemcs and ca-

bals of the calvinift party, and the new
turn which they cndeavouied to give their

affairs.

difficult
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difficult to judge, that I was confidered by thefe gentlemen as a man î 597.

unfaithful to his own party ; and that la Tremouille was not far from ^-"""v *
engaging in an open rebellion. This did not hinder me, however,

from taking advantage of the remaining correfpondence there was be-

tween us, to endeavour to bring him back to his duty. I wrote to him

in anfwer, that although it were true, the king, in refpect to him, was

fuch as he imagined, there was neither honour nor greatnefs in extort-

ing from him a declaration which was the effect only of neceflity ; but

that, in reality, this prince had the fame fentiments as formerly for

the protectants; that he was not the caufe of that injuflice they fuf-

fcred from the catholics, fince he had equal reafon to complain of

them himfelf ; that belides he fliould obferve, that the confequence of

this edict, obtained fo unfeafonably, would not be fo advantageous for

them as they imagined, fincethe catholics, always more powerful than

they, were able to prevent it for the prefent ; and for the future, the

king, JLi illy offended at their violent proceedings, would lofe all incli-

nation to grant them one day, voluntarily, what in fo unfavourable a

conjuncture they wanted to anticipate by force; and all the effect which

an unfuccefsful attempt would produce, would be to create a diitruft

of them in the catholic party, and put them upon their guard againft

them. I reminded Tremouille of the examples of thole illultrious

protectants, who, on all occasions, both by their words and conduct,

ihewed, that a protectant who acts conformable to his faith has the

good of the fate, and the true intereit of his king always in view.

Trcmouille was fo little moved with my letter, that he Ihewed it to

every one, and made a public jeft of it : but thefe defigns not being

fupported by a fufficient number of partifans, fell to the ground.

The poit of great mafter of the ordnance became vacant, at my
fourth viiit to the camp. Saint-Luc*, looking between two gabions,

where, in appearance, there was fcarcely room enough for a cannon-

ball to enter, was unfortunately fhot dead by one. The king was con-

verting alone with me when Villeroi and Montigny came to tell him
the news, which they would not impart in the prefence of any other

perfon, becaufe of the particular deligns each had on this poft. I

came up to the king again when they had left him, and his majeity

informed mc of Saint-Luc's death, and likewife that Villeroi and .Mon-

tigny had hrlt afked him for this poft; thefirftfor his fon d'Alincourt,

* Francis d'Epinai de Saint-Luc: he logy in Brantômc's Vies des horn mes il

is called the brave Saint-Luc. See his eu- in the article Saint-Luc, torn. I.

1 or
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1597. or his nephew Châteauneuf-1'Aubepine *, and Montigny for him-
*"""V""»J felf. Saint-Luc had genius, readinefs of invention, was capable of

great induftry, and poffefied of much perfonal courage ; the only fault

•he could be charged with, was his refigning himfelf up too much to a

lively imagination, which furnifhing him with fcheme after fcheme,
he confumed in theory great part of that time which mould have been

employed in practice. The king, however, thought none of the can-

didates capable of filling his place ; d'Alincourt wanted fortitude, and,

faid the king, has no colour on his nails : Chateauneuf -j~ concealed

his want of real genius, under an appearance of affectation and gri-

maces. Montigny was, in truth, valiant, and of warm affections ; but
thefè qualities were, not fufficient to entitle him to fo confiderable a
port:, as lie was without expedient, order, or œconomy.

His majefty, by talking to me in this manner, appeared to me to

have no other reafon for heiitating whether he mould beftow this pod
upon me, but becaufe he thought the duties of it incompatible with
tbofe of fuperintendant of the finances. It was not difficult for me to

undeceive him ; and that inftant he promifed I fhould have it ; but de-

ferred this proof of his friendfhip for me, till the fiege was at an end,

my prefence being, in his opinion, neceflary at Paris ; during which
time he would leave the place vacant. I did not fee the king all the

following day, and unfortunately for me he faw the marchionefs of

Monceaux in that interval, who omitted nothing to prevail upon him
to change his refolution in favour of the elder d'Ëftrées £, her father.

The king refilled the intreaties of this lady, and even her tears, but he
was not proof to her threats of throwing herfelf into a convent, if he
refufed her this favour. The fear of lofing her rekindling all the ar-

dours of his pafiion, fhe obtained the poft for her father. The next

day the king, with fome confufion for the weaknefs he had lhewn,

informed me of what had paffed ; however, in one circumftanee he
took care of my interefts, by conditioning with monfieur d'Ëftrées,

* Charles do 1' Aubépine, marquis de " longing to the poft by his brave father.

Chateauneuf. Francis de la Grange, " Thus right and truth, though they wait

fergneur dc Montigny. " long, at length meet with their reward :

f He was made keeper of the feals in " for he was injured by not getting this

1630, and rcfigned them in 1633. " place on his father's death. At the laft,

% Antony d'Ëftrées. " He (Saint-Luc) " truth and right got the better with rc-

dying, M. d'Ëftrées fucceeded in his " gard to him." Brant. Vies des

place, as well deferving it, by being illujhes, torn. I. p. 227. in the article AI.

thoroughly inltructed in the duties be- d' EJIrées.

who
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who was utterly incapable of exercifing this employment himtelf, that

he mould exchange it for the firft poft under the crown which ihould

become vacant, and ablblutely reiign it (if a more confiderable war
mould happen to break out) in favour of him whom his majefty ihould

appoint : and he again engaged his word to me, that I ihould be the

perfon.

I was fatisfied with this affurance, and returned to Paris, where a

few days afterwards I received news from the camp of the death of my
youngeft brother, governor of Mante*, whom I had left in good health.

Of four brothers his death reduced us to two. The king rejected all the

applications that were made to him by lèverai perlons for the govern-

ment of Mante, to bellow it without any lolicitation upon me. I re-

ceived this gift by the fame letter which his majefty wrote to me on oc-

cafion of my brother's death, together with the writings neceifary to

inveft me with all the rights ofmy brother, who died without children.

1 lent Baltazar my fecretary to Amiens, to procure my patent for the

government, which as loon as I had received, I went to Mante to be

acknowledged as governor, defigning to ftay there but four days.

The gentlemen of the council, fuppofing my abfence would be much
longer, and probably followed by a reiignation of my employment ia

the finances, were full ofjoy j and one of the firft advantages they drew
from it, was to take proper meafures for appropriating to themlelves

part of thofe fums deftined for the liege of Amiens. They all figned

a letter to his majefty, written in the name of the council, in which
they repreiented to him that, having been fupplied with every thing

that was neceifary for the fiege during five months, his majeftv could

not be furprizcd to hear that his funds were quite exhaufted, having no-
thing remaining but fome bad arrears and alignments of payment,
Henry, who knew not that I was at Mante, and who, by an effect of
his ordinary vivacity, had not examined the fignatures of this letter,

was fo much the more furprized at it, as I had pofitively allured him
that I was able to furnilh him with the uiiial fums for four months
longer, which was all the time the liege was pxpected to laft. He ex-

claimed in very fevere terms againft the gentlemen of the council, in

tiie pretence of the chief officers of his army ; nor for this once was I

lpared any more than the reft : but after a moment's reflection, calling

* Solomon de Bcthune, baron de Rof- have fpoke in the beginning of thefe Me-
nor of Mante, This is the moirs : he was only lix and thirty yeai ai

tliKi.1 of the four brothers, of whom we aj e when lie Jicd.
'

Vol. I. L 1 1 his
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his eyes upon the names fubfcribed to this letter, among which he did

not lee mine, and learning from the courier that I was at Mante, he

condemned himfelf immediately for his too precipitate anger ; and that

the reparation he made me might be complete, he read my anfwer to

the letter he wrote me upon this occahon, in the prefence of die fame,

perfons.

His in tereft indeed required that he fhould remove their apprehen-

fions. A fiege fo extremely laborious had lbmetimes difcouraged both

them and theirfoldiers tofuch adegree, that an abfolute defertion would

have been the confequence of his treafure being exhausted, mice, upon
the leafl delay of the remittances, the king could not hinder many from

leaving him. All went on well to the end ; if the befieged defended

themfelves with vigour, andmade fallies upon fallies, they were attacked

with the fame fpirit, and were always defeated.

The fap was carried as far as the ramparts, andthebefiegershadjun:

taken poiTeflion of two cafemates, which they rendered ufelefs to the

befieged, when the cardinal archduke, with the count of Mansfield,

who ferved under him in quality oflieutenant-general, thought it time

to make an effort to prevent the reduction of the place : they marched

towards it with an armyconfifting of between twelve and thirteen thou-

fand foot, and two or three thoufand horfe, and paffed the river of

Authie, with an intention to offer the king's forces battle, or at leaft to

throw a confiderable fupply into Amiens. All that endeavoured to enter

were driven back *. The king went himfelf to reconnoitre the enemy's,

army : he had a full view of it ; and notwithstanding the fuperiority of

* Perefixe rehtes this facl very different- " mercy's fake, pity this poor kingdom,

ly. " The archduke, lays he, came and " and chaftife not he flock for the error»

" lay before the qua.tcr called Long- " and faults of the fhepherd. When he
" pre, on the ijjth of September, at two in " law nothing appearing, he withdrew dif-

" the afternoon, when no-body expected " fatisfied, faid he gallantly, with the cour-
" him. He might have eafily thrown three " tefy of the Spaniards, who would not
" thoufand men into Amiens ; fo great " advance one fingle ftep to receive him,
" was th_ confternation which was fpread " and who, with a bad grace, refuled the

" in the camp. Henry, doubting of the lue- " honour which he offered them." Pere-
" cefs of that day, fpoke out aloud, O fixe, part 2. Moft part of the hiftorians-

" Lord (ac the fame time Jcaningupon the agree, that the Spaniards let flip oneof the

" pommel of his ("addle, with his hat in his fineft opportunities they ever had, of beat*

" hand, and his eyes lifted towards heaven) ing the king's army : and this prince laid

" if'tis to-day that thou intendeft to punifh himfelf afterwards, that fome of his chief

" mej as my fins d -, I offer up my officers told him all was now loft. Mat-
"

life a facriffce to thyjuftice, fpare not thieu, torn. 2. liv. ii. p. 234.
" the guilty ; but, O Lord, for thy great

their
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their number?, finding them a confufedand diforderly multitude, with-

out difcipline or conduit, refolved to attack them ; but at the firfl mo-
tion he made, the archduke retreated with precipitation* : probably it

would not have been impoflible to have forced the Spaniards to a battle,

and to have beat them without difcontinuing the fiege : at lead: Henry
was always of this opinion. Neverthelefs he yielded to the advice of

the greateft number, who were for allowing the archduke to retreat.

After this, they applied themfelves clofely to the fiege. The ravelin

having been carried away, and the body of the place beginning to be

fapped, Amiens furrendered the latter end of September this year, which
had been almoit wholly employed in this fiege.

When I look upon the great number of letters which I received

from the king during the expedition of Amiens, I cannot help being

furprized that a prince, who had the operations of a great fiege upon his

hands, and the care of a whole camp, fhould yet be fo attentive to all

affairs within his kingdom, and with equal facility and equal diligence

acquit himfelf of fuch oppofite employments. I fhall (pare the reader

the trouble of perufing all thefe letters, as likewife thofe which his ma-
jefty did me the honour to write to me afterwards. I reckoned above

three thoufand, without taking in thofe that I have neglected to preferve,

or have been loft through the carelefsnefs of my fecretaries. It would
be too tedious to give a particular account of each : fome of them I

fupprefs in obedience to his majefty's orders, as they regarded perfons

whole reputation he had no defire to wound, and whom I have doubt-

lefs more reafon to avoid offending, as I fhould do by revealing intrigues

* The king faid of the cardinal arch- men retreat in this manner before a whole
that became on like a captain, but army, it is only the fault of that army, if

went ofFl ike apricft. LaCuréevery earneft- they are notent off. He was an undaunted
ly defired of the king, that he would be man : for one day he flung himfelf into the

to let him go and difcovcrthe pof- midfr of thecnemy, when by his handbeing;
tine oi the enemy's army, putting his ma- numbed with holding his piitol, he could
jefty in mind, that the Spaniard., had en- not ufe his (word. There were even wo-
rered France four times, and that he had men drefled like men, who fought in the

rime attacked them, and was the full French army : four among them were ve-

. i ! beaten them. Henry made an- ry remarkable, who diftinguifhed them-
I. La Curée, don't be in a hurry ; felves in taking prifoners with their own

it the fame time he gave him leave. hands, and one efpecially, who went under
La Corée was much fpoke of upon thisoc- the name of captain Gafcon. Thefe par-
calion for his valour, and the noble retreat ticulars are taken from vol. 8929 of the
li • male before this army encamped at king's MSS. See alio <m this head, torn. vi.

Bctancourt, four leagues from Amiens. des Memoirs de la Figue, in which are
However, he afterwards faid, upon thisoc- given very high commendations of thefpi-

tuiion, that when three or four hundred rit, alertnefs, and valour of Henry IV.

L 1 1 2 'of



MEMOIRS OF SULLY. Book IX.

of ftate, or merely gallantry, which have {till continued fecret : as for

the reft, they turned wholly upon accounts, application of particular

ilims, payment?,, penfions, and other things of the fame nature, all of

which were (o dry and unentertaining, that they afford new matter for

praifes of this prince.

With regard to his finances, for example, he was fo extremely

exact as to make me give him an account once a week, of the money
received, and the ufes it had been put to*. He does not mifs to remark

that, in cafting fome cannon, they wanted to rob him of a piece. In

a remiffion of fix or feven thoufand crowns which he was obliged to

grant the people upon the land-taxes, he fettles himfelf the gratification

that ought to be repaid to certain parifhes which had fufferedmoft. He
calculated exactly the number of the offices that were fold, and the

money arifing from thence. He never forgot any perfon to whom the

ftate was indebted, or who had done it any fervice, either in the diftant

provinces or the neighbouring kingdoms, affigning with the utmoft

discernment a particular fund for all. His great care was, that the fund

appointed for the fupport of the war fliould not be broken in upon by

any other payment, as appears wjien he mentions a recompence to be

given to the fieur de Vienne, who had brought back the city of Tour to

its obedience, or the repayment of four thoufand. crowns that, he had.

borrowed of madam de Beaufort.

The number of his letters relating to his military affairs are prodi^

gious. He calculated fo juftly the fums neceffary for the making of

trenches and other works, together with the foldiers pay, that there

was no danger of a miftake in following him. The order he obferved

in the march of his troops was not regulated with lefs prudence, than

that of the convoys of money which came to his camp, that the one

might not be retarded, nor the other intercepted.

All this made up but one part of his cares. The letter wherein he

ipeaks of the repairs of Montreuil, Boulogne, and Abbeville ; thofe in

which he expatiates upon the method of maintaining regularity in he

provinces, obedience in the cities, fubordination in the different bodies,,

on occafion of the chamber of accounts which had failed in the refpeét

they owed him ; that in which he fays, "I would not mix the expencesof
" mafquerades with thefe deftined for theufe ofmy army;" for Mortier,

* A hundred crowns could not be expended, fays Pcreftxe, but he knew whether

they were well or ill bid out.

who
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who had provided dreffes for a mafque, had caufed the money laid out

on thatoccafion to be infertedin a memoral of military expence<; ; that

alio which contained his reply to the offer which the city of Paris made

him by her ma. or and aldermen, to fupport, at their own expence,

twelve hundred men, in conlïderation of which fervice, he difcharged

this city from paving the aids a fécond time, and many other of this

kind ; all thefe (hew, that the fame hand that was able to draw up a

plan of attack, was equally capable of conducting the affairs of the ca-

binet.

Tut. only thing he neglected was his perfonal maintenance ; to

make him think of it, Montglat, the firft fteward of his houihold, was

forced to inform him, as he tells us in fome of his letters, that he could

fcarce make the pot boil any longer. He was not afhamed to confefs

a thing which affected his domeftic enemies only ; it was their part to

blufli that he was deftitute of apparel, arms, and horfes : however, he

afterwards found means to fettle a fund for his own fubfifbence, which

could not be confounded with any other ; it was the mark of gold

arifing from the offices which were fold, that he deftined for this ufe:

Such were the fubjects of many of the letters he wrote me this year,

from which the reader may judge qfthofe of the following years, the

originals of which I keep with the utmoft care, but ihall only tranferibe

the moft important amongft them. It is remarkable, that although

there are a great number ofthem, and almoft all very long, there are few
however, that are not written with his own hand, and particularly thole

which are directly add relied either to the council or me *.

I was prefent at the council which was held after the furrender of

Amiens, upon the operations of the reft of the campaign. Thefe pro-

politions were made : to follow the enemy's army, feizefome cities of

Artois by furprize, and befiege Dourlens in form: upon which each A city of Pi-

card/.

* I obferved in the preface the reafons porary princes, are papers of (late, letter?,

th.it induced me not to tranferibe here lb furious or gay pieces, and other fragments,
li i b« feen at the writ by Heiiry le Grand's own hand, and

head of the new collection of Henry le by his chief minifter, or only figned or
Grand's : the originals of fome of them are marked in the margin bv them. We have
at this day to be feen in the fine mufeum alreadyfpok.cn of thofethat concern the ac-

«f the duke deSully, with marginal notes commodation of the admiral de Villars,

written by Maximilian de Bethune's own and other governors and towns, efpecially

hand. But the moft valuable pieces in this in Normandy : we (hall have occafion in

cabinet, befideaconfiderable number ofori- the lequel to mention particularly fonis

£mal letters of Henry III. and other cotem- others.

one
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one that was prefent gave his opinion ; mine was, that it could not

be expected the cardinal infant, who had lb obftinately refufed to fight,

• hen he had no other way offuccouring Amiens, mould fufFer himfelf

to be obliged to come to an engagement now, when he was fenfible

he mould have all the king's forces to encounter, and had had fuffi-

cient time to take mealures to avoid it ; nor was it more probable, that

the enterprifes upon the cities of Artois mould lucceed, in the neigh-

bourhood of lb numerous an army : yet that either of thefe defigns ap-

peared to me more judicious than the project of laying liege to Dour-
lens, fince that in fifteen days we might know what was to be ex-

pected from the former, and incur no lhame by failing in them ; whereas,

by following the latter, we mould infallibly have the regret to find that

we had confumed a great deal of time, money, and troops, to no pur-

pofe. It was refolved, that the two firfl meafures Ihould be fuddenly

attempted, without renouncing the liege of Dourlens. The Spaniards

kept upon their guard, and the French gained no other advantage by
this attempt, than the honour of having endeavoured to finim the war
by a fingle action, which contributed as much as all the reft, to make
the king of Spain defirous ofpeace.

It was quite the reverfe with the enterprife of Dourlens, upon
which they were obftinately bent. The king fent me at Paris, whi-
ther I had now returned, his laft refolutions on that head. I did not

fcruple to reprefent to him, in terms ftill ftronger, the reafons that had
hindered me from approving that propofal ; that his army, having fuf-

fered confiderably at the fiege of Amiens, was not in a condition to un-

dertake a fécond equally laborious, in the month of October, a feafon

when the ground about Dourlens, which is naturally fat and vifcous,

was made impracticable by the rains, and within fight of an army eager

to feize an occafion of being revenged. The king did not take my
freedom amifs, though he was not convinced by my reafons. He wrote

to me in anivver, that the expedition of Dourlens was abfolutely necef-

iary for the prefervation of Amiens and Abbeville: that by putting

Picardy in a ftate of lecurity, he Ihould facilitate the fale of the new
offices ; and that he would take fuch meafures, that the fiege Ihould not

continue lb long as I apprehended.

Accordingly Dourlens was inverted the ninth of October, and

on the thirteenth, the rains had fo much lpoiled the ground and the

roads, that the works could not be brought forward. Villeroi informed

me in a letter, that they already repented of their attempt : in effect,

th;
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the kingfetout almoft immediately after, from his quarters at Beauval,

and came to Belbat, where he gave orders for railing the liege, at which

the lbldiers had fullered lb much during the fhort time it had lafted,

that they were upon the point of difbanding. The king caufed them all

to be paid, placed them in winter-quarters upon the frontier, left his

light horfe there, retrenched part of the garrilons which the furprizing

of A miens had obliged him to throw into the neighbouring places, and

let forward for Paris, to fpend the winter there, taking his rout through

Rouen and Monceaux, where he (laid eight days.

From this place he fentme orders to over-rule the difficulties which

the chancelier de Chiverny railed in parliament, to erect his country of

Armagnac and Lectoure into a prefidiaUj and to affign the mo-
ney arifing from it to the payment of cofts granted in parliament to the

fient de Fontrailles, count of Armagnac, in a fuit which he had carried

in that court againft his majefty. As the princefs might have fome

claims upon this money, by virtue of the ceffion her brother deiigned

to make her of all his eftates in this province, the king delired me to

keep the matter lecret, and uled the lame precautions with Fontrailles

and the chancellor, the lalt of whom obferved this command very ill ;

but his indilcretion had no bad confequence, the princefs leaving the

court of France a fhort time after. In the fame letter, the king ordered

me to pay Demeurât his folicitor at Riom, as likewife la Corbiniere,

who was employed to furnifh provifions for the troops that were left in

Picardy. It was in thele intrevals from bufinefs, that he extended his

attt .tion to the mort: inconfiderable objects. He made megivethefieur

de Piles, an old faithful fervant, a reward of three thoufand crowns,

and another of eight thoufand livres to Gobelin, to whom, at the fame

time, h^. repaid fixteen thoufand livres, advanced by him for the fupport

of his houfliold. There was no name, even to that of the poor woman
who gathered the taxes at Gifors, which was not mentioned lbmewhere
in his letters.

Tiif. poverty of the people *, which was indeed excefhve, having

produced many blanks in the receipts for the taxes, the king fufpected

thai the gentlemen of the council, who were very zealous in repreknt-

ingand exaggerating thefe deficiencies, would find means, when they

* Bougars, defcribing in his letters the run with briars and thorns, that theirm. k
tion which the civil wars had caufed .could not but with much adobe difcovered.

" :dom, afTures us, amongft othi ] !. -
. . C

. that the highways were fo over-

î had
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had obtained a difcharge for the people, to put large fums in their own.
pockets, by concealing the difcharge that had been granted ; he or-
dered me firft to get information, whether the people were as much
behindhand in die years 1594 and 1 595, as thofe gentlemen had made
him believe ; which would ealily be done, by examining the accounts
ofreceipts and expences given in by the general and particular receivers,

and by viiiting the courts of the fame provinces, whither I was already

gone ; and fecondly, to examine whether this deficiency of the taxes

did not proceed from idlenefs in the collectors, and difobedience in the
people.

To conclude, his majefty began to bufy himfelf at Monceaux with
another matter of importance, that of drawing up articles, on which he
defned to come to an agreement with the protectants. This work he
preifed for fome time upon the chancellor and Villeroi : I was likewife

ordered to engage in it ; but he would have had reafon to complain a

long time of the little attention which thofe men paid to his defign,

if he had not come himfèlf to Paris to put it in execution *.

For thefe two laft affairs concerning the financiers and the protectants

more leifure was neceffary than the king, upon his arrival at Paris, was
able to afford them. He was obliged to turn his thoughts upon making
new preparations for pafîing the following fpring into Brittany, where
the rebels, finding themfelves out of the view of their fovereign, con-

tinued, with impunity, in diforder and difobedience. The duke of

Mercœur, who was at their head, durft not, however, openly favour

their revolt ; on the contrary, the letters he wrote to the king were
filled with feeraing tokens of fubmiffion ; and during the fpace of two
years, it had been his whole ftudy to amufe him with feigned propofals

which he knew how to evade fulfilling. The king, on his fide, had
constantly diliembled with theduke, and hithertocontentedhimfelfwith

favourably receiving the officers of this province, who, weary of Mer-
cosur's delays, addrefled themfelves direftly to his majefty : but atlength,

the king thinking it time to go and attack this rebellious fubjecl, even

at his own doors
-f-,

this defign, which was carried on with the utmoit

fecrecy, employed us during the whole winter.

*' He faiJ to a deputation of the townf- " whom I freely prefent both to my friends
c men, who came to compliment him af- " and enemies." Peref. part 2.

4 ter the expedition to Amiens, fhew- f Oneof theduke de Mercoeur's friends,
4 jng them the maréchal de Biron, " Here, having afked him one day. if ever he
** gentlemen, is the maréchal de Biron, dreamed of being duke of Brittany, he

' It
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It would have anfwered no purpofe to have undertaken it without 1597-

a body of twelve hundred foot, and two thoufand cavalry, and a train v^--y—^
of artillery, confining of twelve cannons at leaft ; and it was not pofii-

ble to draw out thefe troops from the fix thoufand foot, and twelve

hundred horfe, which his majefty thought necefiary for the defence of

the frontier of Picardy, and which he had committed to the cave of

the conftable, allifted by the couniels of meilleurs Bellièvre, Villeroi,

and Sillery. New funds were to be found for the fupport of all thefe

troops ; the taxes could not pofTibly be increafed otherwife than by lef-

fening the cofts of the collection, which is with refpect to the king a

real increafe. I likewife applied myfelf to collect the debts that were

in arrear, and to recover fuch as were neglected ; to which I joined

fome new imports, few in number, and not opprefiive.

The king, without thefe fupplies, would have been obliged to have

liftened to propofals for a peace, and could not then have concluded one,

but upon terms very advantageous to Spain. Pope Clement the eighth

deiired it with great ardour ; and, long before the campaign ofPicardy,

had fent the cardinal of Florence, in quality of legate, to propofe it to Alexander

the king ; at the fame time Calatagironne *, patriarch of Conftanti- de
.
Medlcls*

nople, went by his holinefs's orders to Spain for the fame purpofe. The
negotiation had been unfortunate in the beginning. The king more
irritated than difcouraged by the invafion of Amiens, only anfwered

the cardinal haughtily, that he would defer hearing what he had to

propofe, till after he had regained this place. The king of Spain, on

the other hand, although it was with regret that he beheld the war
renewed, yet founded great hopes upon his fuccefs in Flanders, and

particularly upon having furprized the city of Amiens, the pollefnon of

which might draw along with it that of all the neighbouring country

from the Oife to the Seine.

The expeditions of the campaign being more favourable to the

French, drew both fides nearer an accommodation. Philip knew Hen-
ry to be a prince with whom it was as difficult to keep as to gain ad-

vantages, and having belides a foreboding in his own mind, that the

made anfwer, " I know not whether it pretended rights to the duchy of Brittany
" be a dream, but it has laded thefe ten were;; undation of th<

6 de the duke de Mercosur.

it's grandmother was Charlotte, * Father Bonaventure de Calatagironne,

heirefs of the houfe of Penthievre, whole general of the of er of Saint Fj

Vol. I. M m m iilnefs
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1597. îh"nefs he was feized with would be mortal, the fear of leaving at his
*—""v"-—' death the prince his fon expofed to fuch an enemy as the king of

France, induced him to liften to the advice of Calatagironne, who when
he was aflured of the king's inclinations, returned to Rome to acquaint

the pope with them, and was by his holinefs again deputed to France,

to give the cardinal of Florence an account of his fuccels, and act in

concert with him.

Accordingly their eminences renewed their former folicitations

with Henry, and often reprefented to him, that the peace, in fome
meafure, depended wholly upon him. The king, who was undeceived

in his turn, and no longer influenced by ihole great and flattering

hopes, which, through a reliance upon the promiies of his courtiers,

he had entertained, law the return of the two negotiators with pleafure :

tho' he appeared indifferent to their propofals, at length he told them,

that he would not be againft a peace, provided Spain would give up all

fhe pollefled in his dominions- The legates hinted, that this might
pofhbly be obtained- And the king replied, that upon this plan he per-

mitted them to treat and conclude a peace with the three minifters he

had left in Picardy, to whom he referred them : in the mean while,

that he might not lofe the advantage of thofe preparations he had made
for war, nor wafte time fo precious in. mere negotiations, he fet out for

Brittany,.

The king took his rout through Angers, in the beginning of March,

ordering his army to follow him by fhort journeys : he permitted his

council likewife to attend him, but not till it had made the neceiiary

difpofitions for fupplying his army in Brittany, and the troops and com-
milnoners for the peace in Picardy, with all things that were needful,

As I now had the abfolute direction of the council, and met with no.

oppofition whatever, I quickly put matters in fuch a Hate as I thought

I might join the king without any bad coniequence. I expe<3ed to

have found him already far advanced in Brittany, and was greatly fur-

prized to hear, as I drew near Angers, that the king had not left that

city. The duke of Mercœur muit have been infallibly ruined,. but for

the fervice he-neceived from mefdames * de Mercœur and de -f Mar—

* Mary de Luxembourg, daughter to t Mary de Be-aucaire, daughter to John,
.' baftiaa de Lux8Rkb«8jfg> dïlke of Peu- feigneur de Peguillon, widovv of Sebaftian.

'.. ce and vifeount de Martigucs, was de Luxembourg, and mothr ID the du-

» iiniajmel dt; Lorrain, duke chels de. Mercceux..

rcceuc.
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tigucs upon this occafion: they began with i

'

• the in te re ft of 1 597.

the marchionefs de Monceaux, a paflport to meet the king at Angers | ;
<—-">< '

where, asfoon as they arrived, they intirety gained over the king's miirrefs

to their party. Tilt duchefs de Mercœur offered her only daughter to Frances

he difpoied of in marriage to whomfoever the king thought proper, de Lol: -us -

hinting to the marchionefs, that ihe would not be agairift marrying this

opulent heirels to her Ton Caefar ||. The marchionefs of Monceaux vas

fo agreeably flattered by this alliance, that from that moment, confi-

dering the duke ofMercœur's interelts as her own, me folicited for him
with the utmoft ardour and affiduity : the two ladies likewife employed

every art to foften a prince remarkable for his complacency to the lex.

He ftrffered himfelf to be dilarmed by their fubmiiîions, promifes, and

tears, and no longer thought of chaftifing the duke of Mercœur.

The moment I alighted at Angers I went to pay my refpedts to

the king. This prince, who by the firft word I uttered, and the turn

only of my countenance, comprehended all I had in my miud, em-
braced me clolely in his arms, and preffing me to his bofom, " My
•' friend," faid he to me, " you are welcome ; I am truly glad to fee
'•' you here, for I have had great need of you." " And I, lire," I re-

plied (incapable of thofe mean compliances that are dictated by flat-

tery) " am greatly grieved to find you ftill here." " It is long," faid

the king, interrupting me, " that we have learned to understand each
" other by half a word ; I guefs already what you would fay to me ;

" but if you knew what has palled, and to what a forwardness I have
" already brought affairs, you would alter your opinion." I replied,

that thofe advantages whatever they were, which he meant, he might
have obtained, and many far more considerable, if, inftead of flopping

at Angers, he had prefented himlelf before Nantes, at the head of his

army. The king endeavoured to excufe himfelf upon the want of

inftruments proper for the fiege of the city. I anfwered, that he
would have had no occafion for them, becaufe Nantes would have ren-

I them unnecelTary by a furrender, and perhaps have delivered * die

X They had come thither before the * All thchifrorians agree, thatHenrv TV.

king, but were refuted entrance ; upon was in a condition to have made the duke
which they withdrew to Pont de Ce, ti:l de Mercœur (mart for his difobediem

would never fuffer that this duke Ihould
• The efpoufals were celebrated at fend him any perfoii in his name to Ver-

" An me magnificence as if vins; and protefted that he would :

" he had been a lawfully-begotten fon of endure a continual war, than content that
" France: he was but tour years of age, one of his fubjecls fhould feem to treat

. the but fix." Peref. 2d part, "" with him thus like a foreign prince.

M m m 2 duke
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1597. duke of Mercceur into his hands. The firft of thefe things it was
U-—v——' highly probable would have happened, and the king acknowledged he

believed fo. After this confeffion I added, " It is true, I do not find

" the bravery of my prince in this inftance, but I mall fay nothing,
" becaufe I know what it was that withheld you." With this prince, I

was not apprehenfive my fincerity would have any bad confequences.

He confeiTed all to me, though with fome little confufion, alledging as

an excufe his companion for thofe who were in a ftate of humiliation,

and the fear of difobliging his miftrefs.

After this the converfation turned wholly upon news : his majefty

had juft received letters from the queen of England, exprefhng her de-

fire offending an ambaffador to him, to induce him, as we imagined

with great probability, to continue the war. By other letters, from
Bellièvre and Sillery, he was informed, that the legates had offered, in

the name of Spain, to reftore all the cities, except Cambray, that had
been taken during the war. The king's carrying troops into Brittany,

without being under a necetTity of leaving Picardy defencelefs, had
given great furprize to Spain, and fatisfacfion to the court of London,
ever folicitous to humble the pride of that crown. I advifed Henry
not to refufe a peace for the fake of a fingle city, and to be fatisfied with

having driven the enemy out of Picardy and Brittany.

This latter province, which had panted for tranquility a long time,

was fenfiblehow much it owed to his majefty, whofe prefenceat the head
of an army was the only thing that could procure them that happinefs.

The party of Mercceur became the king's party. The Spaniards were
not in a condition to hold out long againft their united forces. Blavet*

and Douarnenes, where they were cantoned in the greateft numbers,

could not fail of yielding foon to the common lot, and a few days were
fufticient to clear the province entirely of its foreign enemies, who
afterwards affembled her ftates, in order to prove her gratitude to the

king, by granting him a confiderable fubfidy. His majefty commanded
me to continue my rout to Brittany, and while I waited there for his

arrival, to pay the troops, and quarter them in caferns in the neigh-

bourhood of Rennes and Vitré, with ftricl orders to keep up an ex-*

adl difcipline there : after which I was to go to Rennes, to reprefent

his majefty 's perfon in the ftates, to haften their refclutions concerning

* Elayet is now called Port Louis, and lies in the bifhopric of Vannes : Douarnenes

A another port and road, in the bifhopric of Quimpej.

the
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the fums that were promifed, and ufe all my authority to facilitate the 1597.

levying it. The king having an inclination to (lay fome days longer <—

•

""Y—

at Angers, laid hold of the pretence, that lbmething was flill wanting

to the treaty with the duke of Mercceur.

I had no reafon to be offended with the duchefs of Mercceur for

having endeavoured to procure the mod favourable conditions ihe could,

yet I fo far relented her making the king the dupe of her arts, that if

his majefty had not obliged me to make her a vifit, I would have left

Angers without feeing her ; although I was related to this lady by the

fame fide by which I had the honour to be allied to the royal family,

that is, by the houfe of Luxembourg *.

The king remonflrated to me, that if the confideration of being re-

lated to her, together with the laws of politenefs, were not fuflicient to

induce me to pay her this refpect, yet the duchefs of Mercceur deferved

it on account of that regard flie had for me, which the knowledge of

my intentions could not alter. In effect, I was received by her and
madam de Martigues with the high eft diftinction and refpedt. Madam
de Mercceur, after fome gentle reproaches for having endeavoured to

hurt her intereft, and that of her daughter, my little kinfvvoman, told

me, that there was nothing fhe fo ardently deiired, as to be able to put

the affairs of the duke her hufband into my hands, that I might con-

clude this treaty with the king in whatfoever manner I thought fit. I

anfwered the duchefs, that while my refpect and adherence to her were
not inconliftent with the fervice of the king, which always carried mc
againft any other confideration, fhe fhould find nobody more difpofed

to ferve her than my il If.

I went to Château-Gonthier that evening, and reached Vitre' the In Anjou,

next day, where I faw but too plainly of what importance it was to be

extremely cautious and circumfpeel in quartering troops, that nothing

might be neglected. Mefheurs de Salignac and de Moiiy, marechals

de camp, were of great ufe to me upon this cccalion. Tranquility

was lb perfectly eftablilhed in all this part of the country, that the

countrymen who at firif had retreated to the wood*, and fortified them-
there, where every moment they were ready to come to blow -,

now returned to their houles ; and the city of Rennes thought that

* Jane de Bethune, daughter to Robert, the fixth anccifor to M. de Sully", was
ma.ried to John de Luxembourg.

fome
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1597. fome acknowledgment was due to me : for this reafon, when the Rates
<-*-y——

' were affembkd, a fine apartment was prepared for me during my abode
in that city, at the houie of mademoilèlle de la Riviere : me was a wo-
man of wit and gallantry, who being always looking out for pleafures

for herfelf, was the fitter for the commimon with which me was
charged, ot engaging me in all the entertainments which are commonly
found in cities like Rennes, opulent and polite. If the life of a minifter

was to be at all times like that which I led in this city, and which lad-

ed almoft fix weeks, it would have in reality all thole charms which
are fallly attributed to it. I had no other employment than being pre-

fent at the affembly of the ftar.es, who, with all pofiible gratitude,

agreed to the fervice the king required of them, and granted him,
without any oppofition, eight hundred thoufand crowns' j of which one
hundred was to be paid the 'firft month, as much the fécond, and after-

wards two hundred each month, till the whole was paid. To furnifh

this fum, a tax was created of four crowns upon a pipe of wine. The
affembly were defirous of adding a prefent of fix thoufand crowns to

me, which I refufed, without examining whether this was among the

number of thofe occafions when I might have been permitted to have
accepted a prefent. The king, to whom the merit of my dilinterefted-

nefs had been highly exaggerated, and who had himfelf beftowed more
praifes on my conduct in the affembly, than it deferved, was refolved,

that the expence of a prefent to me mould be his, and inftead of fix,

gave me ten thoufand crowns. During fix and twenty years, which I

had fpent in his majefty's fervice, I had never received fo confiderable

a gift. On this occalion there was a kind of generous conteft betwixt

the king and the province of Brittany ; which at laft obtained, that

thefe ten thoufand crowns fhould be added to the eight hundred thou-

fand the affembly had offered his majefty.

The treaty with the duke of Mercceur being completed, the king

fent it to the chamber of accounts at Rennes to be regiftered. As fome
private articles in this treaty were not expreffed, the court thought it

had a right to refufe regiftei ing it, without certain reftrictions with re-

fpect to thefe articles. Henry, who knew better than any other prince

in the world how far the power of thefe fovereign courts extended,

and always appeared careful not to make the leaft encroachment upon
it, relented this refufal with becoming fpirit; and, together with the

difpatches which I received from him regularly every day, he fent me
an order in writing for the chamber of accounts, in which he obferved,

that this court could not be ignorant, that in all treaties or acfs relating

merely
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merely to war or the king's perfon, the fovereign of France took coun-

fel with no perfon, nor demanded his letters to be regirtered but as a for-

mality, which othcrwife was little cifential ; he reproved them lor their

ralh conduit, and ordered them to repair their dilbbedience by an abib-

lute fubmifiion to his will.

The king did not flicw lefs firmnefs on another occafion that like-

wife regarded the fovereign courts. Thefe bodies alîiimed the privi-

lege of furnifhing immediately but half of the fum which the aiiembly

had taxed them for their contingent, and endeavoured to take a more
convenient and more diftant time for the payment of the reft : they

made the fame difficulties about their fhare of the necefTary contribu-

tions for the maintenance of thole troops whicli they had demanded
themfelves. Henry ealily comprehended, that they would not have

had recourfe to this artifice, but to avoid contributing any thing, as

ibon as he had quitted the province : therefore, he fent me word, that

it was his will they mould furnifh the whole tax ; which was done ac-

cordingly. Their murmurs on account of paying the troops ceaied, as

foon as they were convinced that the tranquility of their province de-

pended upon this regulation, and they were the firft after that to ap-

prove of my conduct..

These feveral orders were fent to me from Nantes, to which place

the king had advanced, after the treaty with the duke of Mercceur had

been agreed upon, to attend to two affairs of importance, namely, the

edief for the proteftants, and the reception of the two ambafiadors irom

England and Holland. His majcity believing his prefence in Picardy

was neceftary to forward the peace, intended to have left Nantes in a

month's time, without taking a journey to Rennes, which he had

looked upon as ufelefs ; and had already given orders for the march of

the five regiments of Navarre, Piedmont, the Ille of France, Boniface,,

and Hréauté, which he drew out of Brittany, to fortify the frontier of

Flanders. The king having informed me of his defign with refpecl to

thefe regiments, I reprefented to him, that the probability of a peace

now changed to an abiblute certainty, it was neceffary to dilband

of his troops, and leffen the number of his garrifons, as being a

burden too heavy for the kingdom to fupport, and that two of thofe

regiments were now fufficient for Picardy ; accordingly, only the two
firlt were fent thither, under the conduit of the maréchal de BrilTac.

• luch upon the neceffity there was for his majefty to

lhew himfelf at Ieaft in the capital of Brittany, that the king, altei

his

4-
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1597. his fcheme, refolved to come and fpend fome days there before his re-

A*—"~—' turn to Paris ; and for that purpofe, to difpatch, as foon as poiiible, thofe

two affairs that detained him at Nantes.

It was now become more neceffary than ever, to regulate that con-

cerning -the proteftants : thefe people affumed fuch a licentioufnefs of
tongue in France, that the king himfelf did not efcape the rage and
malignity of their invectives. The remonftrances his majefty had made
to the authors of the plot before mentioned, were fo far from bringing

them back to their duty, that, in appearance, it ferved only to make
them ufe their utmoft efforts to bring the whole proteftant party

in their feveral fynods *, to the moll violent refolutions : madam
de Rohan did not fcruple to cabal with many of them, in order to

carry, by a plurality of voices, the propofal of taking up arms, and
•forcing the king to receive fuch conditions as they mould prefcribe to

him ; in which attempt the wasfeconded, with furprizing affiduity, by

d'Aubigné, remarkable for his fatirical turn, and propenfity to llan-

der
-J-.

It was he who in thofe affemblies had the affurance to men-
tion, that they ought no longer to place any confidence in a prince

who, together with his religion, had abjured every fentiment of his af-

fection, good-will, and gratitude, for the proteftants, that nothing

but neceffity forced him to apply to them and treat them with regard;

that when this was over, he would have no longer any care about their

confciences, liberties, or lives ; that the peace with Spain, which was
upon the point of being concluded, would plunge the party into the

utmoft diftrefs, fince the fole motive that induced Henry to confent

to it, was to unite himfelf with that crown and the pope, to facrifice

them to their common hatred ; and therefore, that nothing remained

to be done, but to take advantage of the king's perplexity during fo

-The ficge of toilfome a fiege, the diftrefs he was in for money, the need he had of
.Amiens.

their affiftance, and the power which the duke of Mercoeur ftill poC-

feffed in Brittany, to obtain by force what Henry would afterwards re-

fufe to grant them.

To incite the members of thefe affemblies to a revolt, the proteftants

thought the blackeft calamines were lawful. D'Aubigné was not afham-

* At Shumur, Loudon, Vendôme, mid + He is fuppofed to be the author of

Çhâtelleraut : of" thefe we have fpoke be- the Confeffion of Sancy, the Adventures

fore, on occafion of the cabals of the pro- of the baron de Fœne'le, and other lam-

tcftant party during the fiegc of Amiens. poons.



Book IX. MEMOIRS OF S U L L Y.

ed to reprefent Henry there, as a prince to whom all religions
:; were

indifferent, and who was only zealous for that which would lecure him
a throne

-f-.
This was the notion he wanted to give of his converlion.

According to him, the fuppofed injuries offered to the proteftants left

no room to doubt of the new fyftem of politics that Henry had formed
for himfelf. Thofe injuries opened d'Aubigné a vaft field for excla-

mation ; the lead of them were reprefented as outrages of the moil
violent nature, and inftances of the deepeft treachery ; and thus, without

any regard to the extreme injuftice he was guilty of, he placed to

the king's account all thofe hardfhips which proceeded folely from the

catholics or the court of Rome, The duke of Bouillon, leaving others

to declaim, fupported d'Aubigné, by his uncommon dexterity in low-
ing diviiion between the king and all that came near him, whether
catholics or proteftants, and created him fufficient employment, that

he might not for a long time be at liberty to turn his arms againft

him. The taking of Mende by Foffeufe, and the fitting out of the
intheGiva

count d'Auvergne, were the confequence of thefe counfels. dan.

None of thefe perfons neglected to make their court to the am-
baffadors from England and Holland, as foon as they arrived at Nantes;
and depended fo much the more upon drawing them into their

fchemes, as they were not ignorant, that it was particularly recom-
mended to them to prevent a peace with Spain. Thefe ambaffadors

were, Lord Cecil J, fecretary to queen Elizabeth, and Juftin de Nalfau,

admiral of the Republic : they demanded a private audience of the

king ; or, if that could not be obtained, at leaft to have no one preient

but Lomenie and me. But I was then employed at Rennes.

* M. de Sully is very much to be com- f " There are three things," faid

mended for facrificing to the love of truth Henry IV. " which the world is very un-
all intereft and confideration foraparty, as " willing to believe; and yet, forallthat,

he does here, and in a thoufand otherplaces " they are dill true and moft certain ;

of his Memoirs, efpecially as he is fo " namely, that the queen of England died

ftrongly attached to his religion; which he " a maid ; that the archJuke is a great

has always (hewn : but in every one of " general ; and that the king of France is

thefe paffages he furnifhes us with very " a very good catholic." Journal de l'E-
lirong weapons againft himfelf ; and af- toile, p. 233.
ter having laid open, in this manner, the % This was not the fecretary himfelf,

defigns and the fpirit by which the whole whofe name was William, but his fonRo-
body of the reformed in France were ac- bert. De Thou, liv. cxx. See likewife

tuated, there is no perfon but will agree, Chronol. Septennaire for the year 1598,
that the (late had reafon to apprehend concerningthisinterviewofHenrylV.with
e\ ery thing from them. the Englifh and the Dutch ambaffadors.

Vol. I. N n n If
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If the two ambaffadors had given credit to the proteftants, all they-

had to do was to intimidate the king, and force him by menaces to come
into their defigns ; but either this was not in their power, or being con-

vinced of the proteflants injuftice, they thought it beneath them to be

influenced by their parlions ; and therefore took no notice to the king

of what they had iuggefted. They had indeed offers to make that were

much more likely to prevail with a prince, whole inclination for war
they were not ignorant of: the Englilh ambaflador offered, in the name
of the queen his miftrefs, fix thoufand foot and five hundred horfe, to

be maintained at her expence ; and Naflau four thoufand foot, and a

large train of artillery completely furnifhed and fupplied, befides a par-

ticular fupply, which they hinted would be very confiderable, provided

Henry would endeavour to retake Calais and Ardres. Upon the fuppofi-

tion that the king appeared inclined to accept thefe offers, the two am-
balladors had orders to conclude a treaty of alliance immediately between

France, England, and the Low-Countries, againft Spain, and to ftipu-

late that neither of thefe three powers fhould liften to any propofal,

either for a truce or treaty with the common enemy, but with the

confent of the two others.

Happily the king efcaped this dangerous fnare ; and the confi-

deration of the prefent ftate of his kingdom had more weight with him
than all others. He thanked the ambaffadors with great politenefs, and

introduced his anfwer by afluring them that, although he could not ac-

cept the offers of their fovereigns, yet he would not depart from that

friendfhip which had fo long fubfifted between them ; and that the

peace he was going to conclude with Spain (for he did not conceal the

t«rms he was upon with Philip) fhould not hinder him from keeping

up the fame correfpondence with them as before, nor from fupplying

them with money, when they had occafion for it, with this only pre-

caution, that thefe loans were taken under the title of acquittances of

debts, to give no pretence for a quarrel with Spain.

He afterwards, with the fame fincerity, explained to them all his

reafons for putting an end to the war. His kingdom, he told them,

was not like England and Holland, fecured by nature from the attacks

of her enemies, but open on all fides ; his caftles unfortified, and de-

ftitute of ammunition ; his marine weak, his provinces laid waffe, and

fome of them reduced to mere defarts. He went on to give a more
particular defcription of the abufes that had crept into the government,

and
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and introduced a thoufand dilbrders ; all fubordination being deftroyed

by the licentioufnefs that had been practifed with impunity amidft the

confufion of civil and foreign wars ; his power weak, and unflable, and

the royal authority, as well as the moft facred laws of the ftate, equally

difregarded. Thefe evils could only be remedied by a peace ; and if

that remedy was ever folittle delayed, France was every hour approach-

ing to its ruin, the diftemper would foon reach the heart, and no hu-

man help would then be able to remove it. Henry did not forget to

ftrengthen thefe motives, by a companion of his prefent lituation, in all

thefe refpects, with that of England and Holland, who could engage

ill a war, on which their fafety depended, confidently at the fame time
with their fafety and their intereft; and the king drew this parallel with

fo much clearnefs and judgment, and fo exact a knowledge of the ftate

of thofe countries, as to make them feel the truth of what he was fay-

ing; fo that the two foreigners, having nothing to oppofe againft fuch

convincing arguments, looked upon each other in amazement. The
king gave them to underftand, that, when he had fettled the affairs or

his kingdom, he fhould then, with more alfurance of fuccefs, renew

his former defigns againft the empire, and the houfe of Auftria ; but

that thefe two enterprifes were not of a nature to be executed at one and

the fame time. The ambaffadors, for form's fake, thought they ought

to diffuade his majefty from his refolution, but did it fo faintly, being

themfelves (truck with the force of his arguments, that, before the con-

ference was ended, the king brought them over entirely to his opinion,

and obliged them to confers, that the peace he was going to conclude

was for the advantage of all Europe. They left France foon after, and

filled their refpective countries with the opinion they had conceived of

the great wiidom and extraordinary abilities of the king of France.

In effect, what innumerable miferies would this prince have drawn
upon his kingdom, if following the wild emotions of hatred and re-

venge, rather than the calm dictates of wifdom and prudence, he had
at that inftant engaged in a war, which, though in his power to begin,

was not to end ! How dreadful the confequence, if chance, which arbi-

trarily difpofes of all the events of war, fhould have favoured the

enemies of France ! But granting that his arms were victorious, how
little preferable to a defeat is that fuccefs, which a prince muft purchafe

at fo dear a rate, as by the alienation of his domaines, by the

anticipating and mortgaging his revenues, by the ruin of commerce
and agriculture, from whence France derives her chief fupport, and

laftly, "by the utter devaluation of his provinces! Such evils cannot be

N n n 2 balanced
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T598. balanced by the acquifition of new teraitories, the pofleffion of which
*—*-v—<•

' keeps the conqueror in perpetual alarms, and, remaining as fo many
hateful monuments to the enemy of the ambition and injuftice of him
that gained them, cherifhes and keeps alive thofe feeds of envy, ha-

tred, and difrruft, that fooner or later never fail to produce the fame

miferies with which the kingdom was before overwhelmed : on this

account, I am not afraid to fay, that, in the prefent flare of Europe, it

is almoll equally unhappy for its princes tofucceed ormifcarryin their

enterprifes -, and that the true way of weakening a powerful neighbour,

is not to carry off his fpoils, but to leave them to be fhared by others.

The infolence of the proteftant cabal was totally deprefTed, when
they found that the ambaffadors, upon whom they had fo greatly relied,

were entirely brought over to the king's opinion; and, not doubting but

that a peace would now be foon concluded, they thought only of pro-

curing reafonable conditions. It was happy for them that at a time

when it would have been eafy to punifh them for their unjuftifiable

proceedings, they had a prince to deal with whofe reafon was always

ftronger than his refentment. Both fides were then very induftrious

to draw up that famous agreement known by the name of the edict of

Nantes, by which the rights of the two religions were afterwards both

clearly explained and folidly eftablifhed. Schomberg, the prefident

de Thou, Jeannin, and Calignon, were employed to draw it up, of

which all I fhall fay is, that, by this edict, it was provided that the

French calvinifls, who till then had been only privileged by truces

refumed and continued, fhould have a fixed and durable eftablifhment*.

All that now remained to be done, was to make this treaty be regiftered

and confirmed by the parliaments and fovereign courts, and to begin

with thofe of Paris -, which was deferred till the king's return to that,

city.

* The edict of Nantes was figned the afcribes the honour of compofing the edict

13th of April. De Thou fays, that the of Nantes to the reformed minifter Cha-
judicial confirmation of it was put oft' till mier. See it in Matthieu, torn. II. bookii.

aftcrthedepartureof the legate, whom they and in feveral other hiftorians. There
were loth to fend away discontented. The were likewife fomefecret articles, of which
conLeflionsthisedicccontains,morefavour- the moft difadvantageous forthe calvinifts

;.bk than thofe that had been formerlygrant- is that which forbids them the exercife of

ed them, are, thatthcreby they wereadmit- their religion in a great many towns and
ted to places of truft, both in the courts of particular diftric/ts, as Rheims, SoiiTons,

juftice and in the finances : all the reft is Dijon, Sens, &c. becaufe Henry IV. had
no ways eflentially clifterentfrom the edict fo engaged himfelf by particular treaties be-

ef pacification that pafled in 1577. Bayle fore, with the different lords of the league.

Having
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Having paid what he owed to the proteftants *, according to the u—->/——>

exacted: juitice, the king thought himfelf not obliged to ihew much re-

gard to thofe who ftill continued to ftir fedition, fuch as the duke ôf

Bouillon in particular, who had moil reafon to reproach himfdf, and

for once, he refolved to (peak to him like a mailer : he had now ac-

quired a light to do this, even though we fuppofe him not to have had

it in the character of king. lie propofed as foon as he arrived at Rennes,

to execute this de fig n, and took his rout thither without delay. The
duke of Bouillon then lodged at the houfe of l'Alloué, where he was
confined to his bed by the gout : the king went to vifit him, and after

the firll compliments, fignifying that it was his pleafure to be left alone

with the duke, the reft of the company quitted the chamber, and his

majefty deiired that he would, without interruption, hear what he had

to fay to him. He began with a particular detail of all his proceedings,

to fhew that he was not ignorant of any of them : he dwelt chiefly

upon fome ileps the duke had taken fince the edicl of Nantes, and were

therefore fo much the more criminal, as it ought to have prevented him
from entertaining a thought of revolting againft a prince who had fo

generoufly adhered to his interefl. The duke attempted to offer fome-
thing in his excufe, but he was flopped by the king, who told him,

that without anyjuftification, he would from that day forget all that

was paffed ; and fince he had pardoned whatever the moll inveterate

malice had been able to fuggefl to his enemies, he had no inclination to

exclude from his favour an old fervant, with whom he had been pleafed

for a long time : in conclufion, he advifed the duke, with an air of au-

thority, which became him better as he ufed it feldom, to make good
ufe of the counfel he was now giving him as his friend, to think no
more of his pafl behaviour, but for the fake of acting in a manner quite

contrary ; for if he fhould again fail in his refpect to his king and maf-

ter, he was refolved to make ufe of that convenience which the peace

now eflablifhed in the kingdom gave, to bring him to puniihment :

after which the king, without waiting for his anl'wer, went out and left

him to his own thoughts.

The inhabitants of Brittany were charmed with the affability of

their king, and his complaifance in being prefent at all the entertain-

ments with which the ladies contended to divert him. Henry divi-

* Le Grain mentions a good faying of mands, " Apply to my fifter, " fays he to

Henry IV. One day as the proteftants were them, " for your affairs are nowfallen into

importunately tealing him with their de- " the hands of women to condud them."

ded
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ded his time between thefe aflemblies, the fport of running at the ring,

balls, and tennis-playing, without leflening his aflîduity about the mar-
chionefs of Monceaux, who was very far advanced in her pregnancy.

In the midir. of thefe amufements, the king at certain intervals ap-

peared fo penfive and referved, that it was not difficult to guefs fome
fecret uneafinefs preyed upon his mind ; and I was the more convinced

of it when his majefty, who often diverted himfelf with hunting, or-

dered me twice to follow him apart, that he might have an opportunity

of converfing with me alone ; yet when I did fo he was filent. I then
remembered that the fame thing had happened at Saint-Germain, and
Angers ; and I concluded that he had a defign in view, which he had
fome difficulty to difclofe to me, knowing with what freedom I fome-
times oppofed his opinions; but what this defign was I could not poffibly

guefs. Returning from the abovementioned vifit to the duke of Bouil-

lon, his majefiy being at the foot of the ftair-cafe, faw me as I entered

the court, and calling me, made me go with him into the garden,

which was extremely large and beautiful, holding my hand with his

finger between mine as ufual, then ordered the door to be fhut, and
that no perfon mould be allowed to enter.

This prelude made me exped to hear afecret of great confequence.

Henry did not enter upon it immediately, but, as ifhe had not fufficient

refolution to explain himfelf, began to tell me what had juft pafled

between him and the duke of Bouillon. This converfation was followed

by news relating to the negotiations of Vervins, and led him infenfibly

to reflect on the advantages France would receive from a peaceable go-

vernment. One circumftance, the king laid, gave him great uneafinefs,

which was that, not having children by the queen his wife, it would

anlwer no purpofe to be at fo much trouble to procure peace and tran-

quility to his kingdom, fince, after his death, it muft necefi'arily fall into

its former calamities, by the difputes that would arife between the prince

of Condé and the other princes of the blood, concerning the fucceffion

to the crown. His majefiy confefied to me, that this was his motive

for defining, with fuch ardour, to leave fons behind him. Unlefis

his marriage with the princefs Margaret could be diflolved, it was not

poffible for him to be abfolutely happy ; but the informations he re-

ceived from the archbiffiop of Urbin, meffieurs de Perron, d'Oflat,

and de Marquemont, his deputies at Rome, of the pope's favourable

dilpoiitions in refpect to that affair, gave him great hopes of its fuccefs :

in cffecl, Clement the eighth, who was as good a politician as any

prince
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prince in Europe, revolving in his mind what means were mod likely i jog.

to hinder France, and the other chriftian kingdoms, from falling again *——v

into a ftate of anarchy and confufion, could rind none fo effectuai as to

fecure the fucceflion of the crown of France, by authorifing Henry to

engage in a fécond marriage, which might produce him male children.

Our conversion being fixed upon this fubjccT, it was eafy forme to

perceive that it was from hence his majefty's uneafinefs proceeded;

but I could not fofoon know what particular circumftance it was that

difturbed him. The king began to confider with me what princefs of

Europe he mould chufe for his wife, in cafe his marriage with Marga-

ret of Valois mould be diffolved ; but indeed he fet out with a declara-

tion that (hewed any reflections on that head would be fruitlefs. " That
" I may not repent, faid he, of taking fo dangerous a ftep, nor draw
'* upon myfelf a misfortune which is with juilice faid to exceed all

" others, that of having a wife difagreeable in perlbn and mind, it is

" neceffary that in her whom I marry I fhould find thefe ic\en things,

** beauty, prudence, foftnefs, wit, fruitiulnd's, riches, and a royal

"• birth; " but there was not one in all Europe, with whom he appeared

entirely finished. " I fhould have no objection to the infanta of Spain,"'

purfued Henry, " although fhe is a little advanced in years, provided that

" with her I could marry the Low-Countries, even though I fhould be

" obliged to reftore to you the earldom of Bethune : neither would.
" I refute the princefs Arabella * of England, if, as it is publicly faid

" that crown really belongs to her, fhe were only declared prefumptive

" heirefs of it ; but there is no , reafon to expedt that either of thefe

" things will happen. I have alio heard of fome princeffes of Ger-
" many, whole names I have forgot ; but the women of that country
" don't fuit me : I fhould always fancy I had a hogfhead of wine in bed
" with me ; befides, I have been told that France had once a queen of
" that country, who had like to have ruined it : all thefe confiderations

*' have given me a difguft to the German ladies. The filters of prince

" Maurice have likewife been mentioned to me; but befides that they
** are proteftants, which would give umbrage to the court of Rome
" and the more zealous catholics, they are daughters of a nun ; which,
*' together with a certain reafon that I'll inform you of fome other

* The marchionefs Aibellc, or Arabella of Scotland, having in 16C2 been declared

Stuart. She was daughter to Charles, earl lawful heir to queen Elizabeth, the follow-

of Lenox, who was grandion to Margaret ing year a confpiracy was formed in her fa-

queen of Scotland, eldeft fifter to Henry vour ; and fhe died in 1616, a prifoner in

VIII. Her coulin-german James VI. king the tower of London. See the hiftorians.

3
" time,,
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" time, has prevented my entertaining any thoughts of them. The
" duke of Florence has a niece who is faid to be handlbme, but fhe is

" defcended from one of the mofl inconfiderable families in Chriften-
*' dom that bear the title of prince, it not being above threefcore orfour-
** fcore years fince her anceftors were only the firir, citizens in Florence;

" fhe is likevvife of the fame race with the queen-mother Catherine,
" who did fo much mifchief to France, and to me in particular.

" These," continued the king, obferving that I liftened attentively

to him, " are all the foreign princeifes that I have any knowledge of:
" of thofe within my own kingdom my niece of Guife would pleafe

" me belt *, notwithstanding the malicious reports that have been
" fpread that flie loves poulets in paper better than in a fricaflee ; for

" my part I not only believe thofe reports to be falfe, but mould rather

" chufe a wife who is a little fond of gallantly, than one who wanted
" understanding ; but I am apprehenfive that the violent affection fhe

•* difcovers for her family, particularly for her brothers, would create

" fome diforders in the kingdom."

After this the king named all the other princefTes in France, but

to as little purpofe : he acknowledged that fome were beautiful,

and genteel, fuch as the eldeft of the duke of Ma'ienne's two daughters,

although of a brown complexion, the two daughters likewife of the

duke ofAumale, and three of the duke of Longueville ; but all thefe

were either too young, or were not in his tafle. He afterwards named

mademoifelle Rohan, the princefs of Conti's daughter, of thehoufe of

Luce ; mademoifelles Luxembourg and Guémené ; but the firfl: was

a proteflant, and the fécond not old enough, and the perfons of the

two others did not pleafe him : and all for fome reafon or other were

excluded. The king clofed this enumeration by faying, that al-

though thefe ladies might be all agreeable enough to him in their

perfons, yet he faw no way to be affured that they would bring

him heirs, or that he could fuit himfelf to their tempers, or be con-

vinced of their prudence, three of the feven conditions without which

he had refolved never to marry; fince, ifhe entered into an engagement

* Louifa Margaret of Lorrain : fhe an intrigue with the duke de Bellegarde,

was a very beautiful princefs. It was pro- matter of the horfe : and what Henry fays

pofed, at the time of the fiege of Paris, for here of poulets, is taken from a long; that

her to marry Henrv IV. in order to unite was made againft mademoifelle de Guife,

the two parties. The farcaflic lampoons which may be feen in l'Etoile, for the

of that time charge her with carrying on year 1596.

of
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of that kind, it would he with a defign to give his wife a ftlafe in the

management of all his domeftic affairs; and that, as according to the

courfe of nature he mould die before her, and leave children very young

behind him, it would be necefiary that me fhould be able to Superin-

tend their education, and govern the kingdom during a minority.

Weary at length of endeavouring to no purpofe to find out what

the king aimed at by this dilcourle, " But what is it you mean, lire,'"

" laid I, by lb many affirmatives and negatives; and what I am to con-
" elude by them, but that you are delirous to marry, and yet cannot
" find a woman upon earth qualified to be your wife? By the manner
" in which you mentioned the infanta Clara Eugenia, it mould feem
" that great heireffes are moft to your tafte; but can you expect that

" heaven mould raife a Margaret of Flanders, or a Mary of Burgundy,
" from the dead for you, or at leaft reftore the queen of England to

" her youth?" I added failing, " that for proof of the other qualities

" which he demanded, I law no better expedient than to bring all the
" beauties of France together, from the age of feventeen to that of
" twenty-five, that by talking with them in perfon, he might know
" the turn of their temper and genius; and that for the reft he mould
" refer himfelf to experienced matrons, to whom recourfe is had on
" fuch occafions." Then beginning to talk more ferioufly, I declared

that, " in my opinion, hismajefty might contract his expectations, by
" ftriking off a great fortune and royal birth, and content himfelf with a
" wife who was likely to keep his heart, and bring him fine children ;

" but that here again he rnuft content himfelf with mere probability,

" there being many beautiful women incapable of child-bearing, and
" many illuftrious fathers unhappy in their offspring * ; but that what-
" ever his children fhould prove, the blood from which they fprung
" would fecure the refpedt and obedience of the French nation."

" Well," interrupted the king, " fetting afide your advice concern-
" ing this alTembly of beauties, with which I am mightily diverted,

" and your fage reflection that great men have often children who
" poflels none of their qualities, I hope to have fons whofe actions'

" lhall exceed mine. Since you confefs that the lady whom I marry
" ought to be of an agreeable temper, beautiful in her perfon, and of

* The author, on this head, mentions, wife retrench in this converfation, as ia
very improperly, Ninias, Anaxindaris, Ne- many other partages, lèverai difcourles that
buchodonofor, Cyprus, Alexander,Trajan, are too prolix, and lull of ufel-fs erudi-

Conftantine, and Charlemagne. I like- tion.

Vol. I. O o o " fuch
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1 598. " fuch a make as to give hopes of her bringing children, reflect a little,.

*"•*%—"^ " whether you do not know a perfon in whom all thefe qualities

" are united." I replied, that I would not take upon me to decide

haflily upon a choice wherein fo much confideration was requiiite, and
to which I had not yet iumciently attended. " And what would you
" fay,' returned Henry, " if I mould name one, who, I am fully con-
V vinced, poffeffes theiè three qualities." " I fhould fay, fire," replied I,

with great fimplicity, " that you are much better acquainted with her
" than I am, and that me mull: neceffarily be a widow, otherwife you
V can have no certainty with regard to her fruitfulnefs." " This is all

" that you would defire," faid the king, " but if you cannot guefs who
V me is, I will name her to you." " Name her then, faid I, for I own I

" have not wit enough to find out who (he is." "Ah! how dull are you,"

cried the king, " but I am perfuaded, you could guefs who I mean
" if you would, and only affedl this ignorance to oblige me to name
" her myfelf; confefs then that thefe three qualities meet in my mi-
" ftrefs: not" purfued the king (in fome confufion at this difcovery

of his weaknefs " tliat I have any intention to marry her, but I want
" to know what you would fay, if, not being able to meet with any
" other whom I could approve of, I fhould one day take it into my
" head to make her my wife."

It was not difficult for me to difcover, amidft thefe flight artifices,

that his majeffy had already thought of it but too much, and was but

too well diipofed to this unworthy marriage, which every thing he had

faid tended to juftify. My aftonifhment was indeed very great, but I

thought it neceffary to conceal my thoughts with the utmoft care: I

affected to believe that he was jefting, that I might have an opportunity

of anfwering in fuch a manner as might make the king afhamed of

having entertained fo extravagant a notion. My difîimulation did not

iucceed ; the king had not made fo painful an effort to ftop there. " I

" command you," laid he to me, * to fpeak freely; you have acquir-

" ed the right of telling me plain truths; do not apprehend that I fhall

'* he offended with you for doing fo, provided that it is in private; fuch
" a liberty indeed in public would greatly offend me."

I REPXii;r;,that I would never be fo independent as to fay any thing

in private, any more than in public, that might difpleafe him, except

•a fuch occafions when his life, or the good of the ftate was in quefticn.

I afterwards reprefented to him the difgrace fo fcandalous an alliance

would draw upon him, in the opinion of the whole world, açd the re-

proaches
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proaches he would lutter fhwa his own mind upon that account, wbea i 5 ./>.

the ardour of his paflion btmg abated, he ihould be able to judge im- v-—-v~~—

partially of his own conduct. I (hewed him that if this was the only-

means to which he could have recourfe to free France from the ca-

lamities a doubtful fucceflion would occalion, that he would expofe

himfelf to all the inconveniencies he was anxious to avoid, and others

llill greater : that although be ihould legitimate the children he had by

madam de Liancourt, yet that could not hinder the eldeff., who was born

in a double adultery, from being, in this refpect, inferior to the fécond,

whole birth was attended with but half that difgracej and both mult
yield to thofe whom he might have by madam de Liancourt after fhe

was his lawful wife: this bye circumflvance making it impoffible to

ièttle their claims, could not fail of becoming an inxhauftible fourceof

quarrels and war. " I leave you, fire" purfued I, " to make reflections

** upon all this, before I fay any more." " That will not be amifs," re-

turned tbe king, who was lbruck with my arguments ;
" for you have

*'. faid enough of this matter for the full time." But fuch was tbe ty-

ranny of that blind paflion, to which he was fubjecled, that in fpite of

himfelf he refumed the difcourfe that very moment, by afking me if,

from the difpofition I knew the French to be of, efpecially the nobility,

I thought he had any reafon to apprehend they would rife in rebellion,

while he was living, if he ihould marry his miftrefs.

This queftion convinced me, that his heart had received an incur-

able wound : I treated him accordingly, and entered into arguments
and expoftulations, with which I fhall not trouble the reader, flnce his

own imagination may fuggeft to him all that it was neceflary to fay

upon this fubjedt, which has been already dwelt upon too long. We
continued three hours alone in the garden, and I had the confolation

to leave the king in a full perfuaflon of the truth and reafonablenels of
all I had faid to him.

The difficulty lay in breaking thole too powerful ties; tbe king bad
not yet brought himfelf to that point : he had many dreadful *confli<5h;

* In this inward ftruggle, the voice of ther have married her, or hewouldnot have
reafon and decorum had not the ftrongeft married again at all. He was not always di-

fwav witli Henry IV. and even though M. reeled on "this headby the fo!e advice of the
de Sully does here and elfewherc fay it, the duke de Sully, at leaft if we believe a very
world has always been perfuaded, upon curious ai:ccdotc,which mav be fecn in vol.

oo'd grounds, that, if the death of ^çodes MSS. dclaBibliot.du Roi ; where
his miftrefs, whom he fo tenderly loved, it is obféfved, that Henry IV. being at

had not prevented this prince, he would ei- Saint-Gcrmain-en-Layc (this wzi pi

O O O 2 Of
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1 598. of mind to fuffer ere that could be effected ; and all he could do for the
u—v——; prefent, was to defer taking his laft refolution till he had obtained the

permiffion he had been fo long foliciting from the pope, and till then to

keep his fentiments fecret. He promifed me not to acquaint his miftrefs

with what I had faid, left it fhould draw her refentment upon me.
" She loves you," laid the king to me, " and efteems you ftill more;
" but her mind ftill entertains fome remains of diftruft, that you will

" not approve of my defign in favour of her and her children: fhe
" often tells me, that when one hears you perpetually talking of
" my kingdom and my glory, one is apt to think that you prefer
" the one to my perfon, and the other to my quiet." I anfwered,

that againft this charge I could make no defence; that the kingdom
and the fovereign were to be looked upon with the iame eyes: " Re-
" member, fire, added I, that your virtue is the foul that animates this
*' great body, which muft, by its fplendor and profperity, repay you that

" glory and happinefs that it derives from you, and that you are not to

** leek happinefs by any other means." After this we left the garden,,

and it being night feparated, leaving the courtiers to rack their imagi-

nations in vain to guefs the fubjecl: of fo long a conference.

Neither the king nor I had attended to a circnmftance abfolure-

ly neceffary on fuch occafions, which was Margaret's confent to the

diftolution of her marriage: I conceived it to be highly proper to enter

upon this negotiation while we expected the fuccefs of that which was
carrying on at Rome. I was willing firft to found the intentions of the

bly but fome months at moft after his re- who plainly fhewshimfelf to be a perfon to

turn from Brittany, fent for his three mi- whom one of the three miniflers themfelves

niters (M. de Rofiiy, de Villeroi, and de had communicated what palled between
Sillerv) to confult with them about this fo the king and them) I fay Henry IV. feem-

important a queftion, relating to his mar- ed furprized at this, and afterwards faid,

riage ; and that the firft (who to be fure " I had promifed myfelf a great deal from
was M. de Rofny) was of the fame opi- " your ability and fidelity, by the advice

nion as is mentioned in this place of his " I wanted of you with regard to my
Memoirs : that the fécond advifed him on " marriage; yet ftill I fear, that inftead of

the contrary not to marry, but leave the " having fatisfied me, you have only in-

fucceffion to the prince de ConJé, who by " creafed my irrefolution by the contra-

birth-right was his true heir : and that at " riety of your opinions, which are back-
laft the third (this was M. de Sillery, the " ed with fuch ftrong reafons, that I find

moft arful courtier of the three) in oppofi- " myfelf not a little embarrafled as to the

tion to both the former advices, told him, " judgment which I fhould make as to the

that the beft thing he could do was to mar- " beft of them; as to that therefore I re-

ry his miftrefs, and legitimate the eldeft of " quire a little time to confider of it,"

the children he had by her. Henry IV. &c. and after he had fad this, he got up
(continues the author of this anecdote, and difinilled them.

2 princefsj
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princefs; therefore the fubftance of the letter I wrote to her on this

iubje<ft was, that, moll ardently defiling a reconciliation between her

and the king, upon which France founded her hopes of having a law-

ful heir to the crown, I thought it my duty to intreat fhe would autho-

rife me to ufe my utmofr. endeavours to eifecT: this reconciliation ; but

that, if the inclinations of both parties were fuch as to render this at-

tempt frtiitlels, or that it lliould not conduce to the purpofe I mention-

ed to her (a point I was fenilble the fterility of this princefs would make
her fecretly agree to) I hoped- me would not be offended if I ihould af-

terwards take the liberty to perfuade her to make a ftill greater facri-

fke, which the ftate expected from her. I did not explain myfelf any

farther, but after what 1 had mentioned juft before, upon the neceliity

of giving legitimate children to the crown of France, it was not diffi-

cult to guefs what I meant by this facrifice.

The queen took time to deliberate upon a matter of fuch impor-

tance, before fhe lent me an anfwer; which I did not receive till five

months after I had written to her: it was dated frorri Uffon*, where
flie ufually relîdcd, and was fuch a one as we would have wiflied for,-

prudent, modeft, and fubmiffive. Margaret, without explaining herfelf

any more than I had done, upon a feparation that was not yet publicly

talked of, was contented with fubftituting, inftead of it, an affurance

that flie would readily fubmit to the king's will ; adding the mofl
candid praifes of his conduct, and thanks to me for my folicitude.

and cares.

The king ftaid at Rennes but feven or eight days, refolving to fèt

out as foon as poffible for Paris, that he might reach Picardy the be-

ginning of May : he took his rout through Vitré -j-, from whence I re-

ceived orders from him to give a gratuity to the garrifon of Rocheforr,

and afterwards to caufe the caftle to be razed. From Vitré his majefly

coafted along the Loire, and came to Tours, by the way of la Flèche,

which he took pleafure in feeing again, it being the place where he had
palled part of his time in his youth.

* This princefs had at firft retired, mn- death, fhe was contented to live,

ny years before, to Agen, and afterwards f I have fuMtituted this word in the
taCarlat. King Henry III. her brother, place of that of Villeroi, as the original

had not treated her better than Henry IV. bears: there never was a place of that

her hufband, but pertccuted her every name in Brittany; and, in fact, Henry
where, and at laft finit her up in the caftle I V's road lay through Vitrc.

of Uflbn in Auvergne, where, after his

1 STAID
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I staid behind him at Rennes five or fix days, to put the affairs

of the finances in order, pay the troops, fettle their departure from
Brittany, and their march through the midft of the provinces; after

which I came to Tours to the king; his majefty having fent for me
upon an affair of great importance. I left him to continue his journey

to Paris, whither (notwithstanding all the hafte he was able to make)
he did not arrive till the latter end of May. I was fo weary * of the

formality of our reception into the great cities, and particularly of the

long fpeeches that we were tormented with in every place, that taking

a bye-road by le Maine and le Perche, I came alone to my eftate at

Roihy, where my wife was employed in attending the building of a

houfe, and had narrowly efcaped being cruflied to pieces under the

ruins of the old edifice, which was firlt to be demolifhed. I ftaid there

but a fhort time, yet upon my arrival at Paris, I found the king was
gone from thence; he had only palled through it, and taken the road

to Amiens immediately: this city he thought convenient for correfpond-

ingwith the plenipotentiaries atVervins, and likewifefor vifiting all the

fortreffes upon the frontiers, to facilitate the evacuation of thofe that were
to be reftored to him by the treaty, and to provide for their fecurity for

the future. All this was but the work of eight days, and his majeity

was no fooner come to Paris than the treaty was ligned
-f-.

* The king was no lefs fo. L'Etoile re-

lates fome very fmart repartees of his ma-
jefty to thefe importunate haranguers; one
of them tired him with long titles and
eompellations of honour, and repeating of-

ten, " O very benign, O very great, O
" very merciful, &c. king." " Add too,
" fays Henry to him, and very weary."
Another having begun his fpeech with
thefe words, " Agefilaus, king of Lacede-
" mon, fire," &c. The king, interrupt-

ing him, fays, " Ventre, faint gris! I have
" heard a good deal fpo.ken of this Agefi-
" laus, but he had dined firft; but, for my
" part, I have not yet." Having twice
told another, that he fhould cut fhort his

harangue; and feeing that he went on te-

Jioufly nevcrthelefs, he left him, and fo

went away, telling him, " You muft fay

° the reft then to mafter William," mean-
ing the fool that belonged to the court.

f On the 2d of May 1598, the peaca

was figned, in the name of the king, " by
" M. Pomponne de Bellièvre, knight, lord

" of Grignon, and counfellor of ftate to

" the king, and M. Nicholas Brulart, kt.

" lord of Sillery, counfellor of ftate to the
" king, and prefident in his court of par-

" liament at Paris. In the name of the
" cardinal of Auftria, having full powers
" from the king of Spain, by M. John
" Richardot, knight, chief and prefident

" of the privy council of his laid majefty,

" and one of his council of ftate; M.
" John Baptifte de Taxis, knight, &c.
" and M. Louis Verrciken, knight, Sec."

See this whole treaty in the Mémoires iff

negotiations de la paix traitées à Fervins, torn.

II. with an account, in form of a journal,

of all that palled between the plenipoten-

tiaries, from the opening of that negotia-*

tion till the concluiian of the peace.

The
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1598.
The treaty was very clear and plain : the refjgnation of all the towns *—""v—

»

and fortreffes that Spain pofTefled in France was almoft the only confi-

derable article in it. No difficulty arofe concerning the affair of the

marquifate of Salucesj the king did not think fit to break off the peace

on account of this article, which was looked upon to be of fo little im-

portance, that if Savoy mould refufe to do juftice in it, the king, it was

laid, might, with very little trouble, feize the whole territory without any

obftru&ion from Spain. Both parties, however, obliged themfelves to

ftand to the pope's * decifion of the affair. Here the plenipotentiaries

committed an error, which was the caufe of engaging his majefty foon

after în a war that might have been avoided. I fhall take no notice of

the reft of thofe formalities in trie amongft them-f, and leave it to

others to extol thofe refined ftratagems that in politics are thought the

mafterpicce of human wit.

The king figned the treaty at Paris, in the prefence of the duke

d'Arfcot I and the admiral of Arragon; the arch-duke did the fame at

Bruifels, in the name of the king of Spain and his own, before maré-

chal Biron, on whom the king, to qualify him for this ceremony, had

juft beftowed the rank of duke and peer of France, a dignity that com-
pletely turned his head. Meilleurs de Belliévre and de Sillery were

* What regards the duke of Savoy, therein. In their letters, and, among' o-

who was reprefented by M. Gafpard de thcrs, in thofe dated the 7th erf April, and

Geneve, marquis de Lullin, and coun- 4th of March, they give a particular de-

fellor of ftate, &c. is at the end of the tail of the motives that induced them iC*-

24th article, and imports, " that the re- conclude with the agents for the duke of
" mainder of the other differences that Savoy in the manner which M. de Sully
" are between the faid moft chriftian king complains of: and all this they did by the
" and the faid duke, fhall be referred to particular orders of his majefty, in his let-

** the judgment of our holy father Cle- ter of April 9, Sec.

" ment VIII. to be determined by his ho- J Charles de Croy, duke d'Arfcot and
" linefs within one year. . . . And mat- prince de Chimay; don Francifco de
" ters fhall continue in the Ihite in which Mendofa and Cardona, admiral of Arra-
" they are at prefent," &c. gon. Henry IV. took an oath for the ob-

f There were found the fame difficul- ferving of the treaty of peace on Sunday
tics as to the fubftance, and the fame ob- the 21ft of June, the cardinal de Florence,

ftacles as to the formalities that are ufually the pope's legate, officiating in the moft
to be met with in fuch fort of délibéra- folemn manner. The account is alfo to

tions. They may be feen in the Lettres de be met with, ibid. torn. II. p. 266. of the

M. de Belliivre & de Sillery, and in the MSS. de la Bibliot. du Roi, vol. 9361.
Relation, &c. ibid. Thefe two negotiators Mem. de la ligue, torn. VI. Mem. de Ne-
have been generally commended for the vers, torn. II. Matthieu, torn. II. liv. ii.

firm and wife conduct which they fhewed Cayet, and others.

likewife
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likewiie prefent. The duke of Savoy gave his folemn aflent to the peace

at Chamberry, in the prefence of Gadagne Bothéon *, governor of

Lyons, who was deputed to him from the king for that purpofe.

Thus, notwithstanding a league fo powerful as that of the pope,

the emperor, the king of Spain, the duke of Savoy, and all the eccle-

fiaftics of chriftianity, did the king of France accompliih his defigns
-f-,

and crown them with a glorious peace: all thofe that had been em-
ployed in effecting it he rewarded with a royal munificence; and to

prevent this meafure from alienating Holland from his interefls, he
lent Buzenval to Amfterdam, to keep up a good intelligence with the

States, and to pay the penfion his majefty allowed them. It is not pof-

fible to reflect on the great abilities of this prince, and his furprizing di-

ligence in ihewing himfelf in every part of his kingdom where his pre-

fence was the leaft neceffary, without giving him thofe praifes he fo well

deferves.

* " He is ftyled, in the oath taken by
the duke of Savoy on the 2d of Auguft,
" the illuftrious lord, William de Gua-
" daigne, lord of Bothéon, knight of the
'* orders of the moll high and mofl excel-
" lent prince Henry IV. the moft chrif-

" tian king of France and Navarre, coun-
" fellor in his council of ftate, captain of
" fifty gens-d'arms, and his lieutenant-
" general in the government of the Lyon-
" nois, Forêt, andBeaujolois, ambaffador,
" intrufted and deputed," &c. Mem. &
Négociations, &c. torn, II. p. 365.

t The letters which this prince wrote

to his two minifters at Vervins, during all

the time that this negotiation lafted, con-

firm this. They are inferted in the Mem.
& Négociations, &c. ibid. He fays,

" that with one ftroke of his pen he had
" performed more exploits than he could
" have done during a long war with the
" beftfwords of his kingdom." It was alfo

faid, upon this treaty, that the Spaniards

had got the better by arms, but the French

by negotiation.

M E M O I R S
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PEACE brought with it other labours and other cares. The içoS.
king began by reducing the number of his troops, both French v—^v*—

-

and foreigners : the Swifs, except three companies of an hundred
men each, commanded by the colonels Galati, Heid, and Baltazar,

were difbanded. This reduction was not fo complete as I could have
wifhed, and the neceffity of the times feemed to require ; but my
advice on this head was not approved by his majefty : however, if it

had been coniïdered that the royal treafure was almoft exhausted, and
yet that there was an abfolute neceffity of furnifhing money for many.
occaiions ib urgent, that new fums were obliged to be borrowed for

that purpofe, I am of opinion that I could not have been reproached

with a fordid and mifplaced œconomy.

These fums were to be applied to the fortifying a great number of
towns, and the repairing of many buildings, that by the late diforders

of the times were threatened with approaching ruin, which it was ne-
ceflary to prevent without delay. Upon vifiting the chief rivers of the
kingdom, to fettle the different claims (a bufmefs which was trufled

Vol. I. Ppp to
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1 — ', t0 *°ur Pei"f°ns °f known probity) it was likewife found neceflary to
'~

raife lèverai works, particularly upon the Charente.

Amongst other political regulations which were thought necelTary

to be made, the king fet bounds to that prodigious quantity of grain,

which it was ufual to fend out of the kingdom, and which often ex-

pofed France to fuffer thegreateft inconveniencies from a fcarcity of her
own produce * : by another regulation, all that had no right to wear
fwords

-f-
were forbid, upon pain of the fevereft punishments, to appear

in them.

* The moll jtift confequence which it

would feem can be drawn from all the rea-

tbnings we read and hear daily upon this

point, namely of exporting corn out of the

kingdom, is that which the duke de Sully

infers here. It would be unreafonabte to

deprive this kingdom of one of the mod
happy refources and one of the richeft fup-

ports of its commerce, by forbidding all

exportation of this fort of commodity : and

!( would be uo Lds imprudent to allow it

without meafure or proportion.

If to find this proper medium, the pub-
lic and royal magazines do not appear to

be a» anlwei able and fufficient expedient,

by icafoaofthe great expences and ftill

greater inconveniencies that attend them ;

it would feem that the objection cannot be

made againft commilTaries that might be

cfrablifhed to take care thai the granaries of

private perfons might be filled, opened and
ihut, whenever the public exigencies re-

quired it. This part of political oeconomy,
vvhofe great and alrnoftfole viewfliouldbe
to know and to keep up the proportion be-

t vixtthe productions ofthe earth and their

confumption, by fairly balancing the dif-

ferent years and different provinces, is not,

I believe, fo difficult as at firft it appears.

t As to the regulation of carrying arms,

feveral perfons are of opinion that it would
be proper to add fome diftinguilhing marks

in the form of the cloaths, that might
ferve to make known in public the dif-

ferent ranks of people.

As to arts and fciences, and the belles

lettres : if it be true, as it appears that it

cannot be doubted, that it is to the care

that has been taken for fome years pair to
cultivate them in Europe, we owe the dif-

ference that may at this day be obferved
among Europeans, with regard to the foft-

nefs of their manners, the politenefs of their

behaviour, their connexion with each other,
'

and the means which a more pacific fpirit

has found out to difcufs and terminate, in a
lefs cruel manner, their refpeclive dif-

ferences : it appears that, by all kinds of
public moti.es, independently of that of
the glory and particular interefr. that refults

from it, a great date ought not to lofe fight

of this objed. After all the care which has

been already taken in this kingdom, in

order to form and eftablifh a library, mu-
feums, and collections of all kinds, that

might be worthy of the powerful monarch
that rules it, to infiitute academies where
perfons apply themfelves to improve the

arts and fciences ; the world expedts with
impatience to fee the defign executed that

was formed fome time ago, namely to ac-

commodate all thefe different parts a little

more to one another, in fuch a large town
as Paris, by bringing them all within the

fame walls, where one might conveniently

find all, at once, as books, inftruments,

printing-houfes, and in general, all the

neceffary implements, together with pro-

per accommodations for lodging the per-

fons appointed and fet over to infpeiSf and

take care of them ; and efpecially, to fee

eftablifhed a tribunal of arts and fciences,

confining of proper perfons in the difFerent

academies, and paid by his majefty, to

make exact trials, and form a precife judg-

ment concerning books, difcoveries, and

Amidst
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Amidst thefe occupations, polite literature was- not excluded from
a fhare of the king's attention. He heard Cafaubon mentioned, and
upon the reputation of this learned man, he invited him to come and
fettle in Paris with his family, where he fixed him by a penlion that

afforded him the means of living as became a man of Ins character, who
is not called, faid Henry, to govern the itate.

I am under a neceffity of fupprefïïng a detail of lets important inci-

dents, the number of which would be infinite, were I to recount in

thefe Memoirs all that his majefty faid or wrote to me from Fontaine-

bleau, Monceaux, and Saint-Germain-en-Laye, where he pafTed the

remainder of this year, and where, from time to time, he commanded
my attendance to confer with me upon different occaiions. I fhall ex-

actly fulfil my former promife, in fuppreffing all that are not in them-
felves of fome confideration ; and mall only obferve here, that perhaps

no miniflers of ftate ever found in their prince more attention, or more
readinefs of expedience, with refpect to all that could promote either

the advantage or the mere convenience of a kingdom, than I found in

the prince whom I ferved. Neither peace, nor domeftic affairs, made
him neglect to obferve what was doing in the neighbouring courts : the

queftion about the true or falfe Don Sebafliah * made then a great

noile in Europe as well as m Spain. He fent la Tremouille
-f into

Portugal, to endeavour if pofîîble to unravel the myftery, that he might
not, but upon full conviclion, determine upon the juftice or iniquity of
the council of Spain, which had begun their meafures by caufing the

uppofed king of Protugal to be arretted.

productions that might be ufeful to the See the proofs of this king's death in M.
public. At firft there was an intention to de Thou, book Ixv. of which we (hall lay

make the fquare or place Vendôme ferve more in the lequel. France coukl befuL-s

for thi s purpofe ; after this the old Louvre have meddled in this queftion another way.
was pitched upon : but exigencies of ihite Catherine de Med iris protended to have a

that arelrill more necefiarr to be attended rightful title to the crown of Portugal, al-

to, have ever fince made the execution of leilging that fhe was defcended of Robert,
this project be deferred. foil to Alphonfus III. by Maude his rirli:

* This queftion feems at prefent to be wife, who died in 1262. Since which time

pretty well decided, by the authority of far fhe maintained, that all the kings of Por-

the greateit part of the beft hiftori.uis, who tugal were no other than ufurpers : but as

make no doubt but that king Sebaftran loft thefe were points very difficult to be decide

his life in the battle he fought with the ed, it appears, that (he made but little pro-

Moors at Alc.içar, in 1578 ; and confc- grefs in making good her pretcnlions.

quently that this pretended Don Sebaftiart f Claude de la TreinouiUe, duke dc

was but an impoftor, fupported both at Thouars, who died in 1606.

that time and finccby the enemies of Spain.

P p p 2 Henry- >
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1598.
-—/^—' Henry, not having yet explained himfelf concerning thofe great

fchemes which he afterwareds formed againfl thehoufe of Auftria, was
defirous of acting this year as a mediator between Spain and England ;

he therefore propofed a conference to be held at Boulogne * between

the two crowns, and fent Caumartin and Jeannin, to afïîft at it in his

name. It was in vain that I oppofed a meafure, which feemed to me
to be founded in very bad policy ; happily, however, this conference

produced nothing that had been expected from it. The obftinate hatred

thefe two nations bare to each other, gave rife immediately to fo hot a

difpute about precedency, that they feparated before they had even be-

gun to fettle the fmalleft preliminary.

The jefuits were not more fortunate in their endeavours to take

advantage of that article in the treaty of Vervins, by which all French

exiles as well as foreigners were at liberty to return into France and

fettle there ; the arret of council which intervened, deprived them of this

refource, and they were obliged to make ufe of other means that fuc-

ceeded better.

The affembly of the clergy that was held this year, and continued

part of the following, fhared likewife his majefty's attention, as well

as the promotion of cardinals. The fon of madam Sourdis -f was one

of thofe Frenchmen for whom the king procured a hat, although he

was too young to be thought worthy of that diftinction. Madam de

Sourdis owed this favour to the duchefs of Beaufort's intereft, whom
flie prevailed upon to fupport her requeft.

This was the title the king's miftrefs now bore, for which fhe quit-

ted that of marchionefs of Monceaux, when the birth of a fécond

fon drew from his majefty an increafe of tendernefs and honours. This

lady had for a long time fet no bounds to her ambition ; fhe afpired at

nothing lefs than being declared queen of France ; and Henry's pafTion

for her, which increafed every day, gave her hopes of accompliihing

her defigns. When fhe was informed that the king's agents at Rome
were commiffioned to folicit the diffolution of his marriage with Mar-
garet, and that his majefty was on the point of fending the duke of

* This conference or congrefs, into f Francis d'Efcoublau, cardinal de

which were admitted the ftates ofthe Uni- Sourdis, and archbifhop of Bourdeaux,

ted Provinces, was not held till the year who died in 1628.

1599, in the months of May and June.

Luxem-
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Luxembourg * to that court with the title of ambafTador, to haften the 1 598.
conclulion of it, fhe looked upon this to be a favourable opportunity ; U-^v—

—

but fufpccting the agents, and probably the new ambafTador, (lie caft

her eyes upon Sillery, who was already deep in her intereit, and whom
this laft in fiance of confidence would not fail of binding dill clofer to

her fervice : fhe fent for him, and explaining her views to him, fet

no bounds to the reward which fhe pretended to give for his fervice

and devotion. As me knew what was mofl likely to tempt Sillery,

fhe allured him of the feals at his return from Rome, though at the

hazard even of dilbbliging madame de Sourdis her aunt and intimate

friend, and promifed him likewife the pofl of chancellor, as foon as

it ihould be vacant. At this price Sillery engaged, with all the oaths

me demanded from him, to neglect nothing that might prevail upon

the pope to legitimate the two children (he had by Henry, and to dif-

folve his marriage with Margaret. This firft flep taken, few obflacles

remained to hinder her advancement to the throne. She eafily found

realbns to make the king approve of the ambafTador (lie had chofen :

the duke of Luxembourg was only fufTered to fet out, to be recalled as

foon as Sillery ihould be in a condition to take his place. The duchefs

was at no pains to conceal from the court the title with which ihehad

juft graced her favourite ; fhe affifted herfelf in preparing his equipages,

and prevailed upon the king to give the necelfary orders for Sillery's

appearance with all the pomp and magnificence, by which the fuccefs

of his negotiation might be fecured.

The duchefs of Beaufort at the.fame time, to prepare the French for

the change which fhe meditated for her children, obtained of the king,

who had no lefs tendernefs for them than for the mother, that the ce-

remony of the baptifm of the fécond fon fhe had lately born him,

mould be performed at Saint-Germain, where his majefly then was,

with the fame magnificence and honours which in this ceremony are

only ufed to the children of France. Though I could pardon in this

lady an intoxication in which fhe was kept by the fervile refpect the

courtiers paid to her children, and the adorations they offered to her-

felf, I could not have the fame indulgence for Henry, who was fo far

from taking any meafures to uixleceive her, that he gave orders for the

baptifm of this child, with a readinefs that (hewed how agreeable the

requefl was to him. I declared my fentiments of this proceeding with

great freedom ; I endeavoured publicly to oppole the inference which

* Henry de Luxembourg, duke ds Piney, who was the laft of that branch of Luxem-
bourg.

I per-
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1 perceived the courtiers would draw, in favour of children fo dear to

the king, for the fucceffion to the crown. The king himfelf, after

the ceremony, became feniible that he had permitted too much, and

told me that they had exceeded his orders ; which I had no difficulty

to believe. The child was named Alexander *, as the eldeft had been

Cœliir ; and the court flatterers, by a kind of fécond baptifm, gave him
the title of Monjieur, which in France no one is allowed to bear but

the king's only brother, or the prefumptive heir to the crown.

The miftrefs did not flop here ; {he began to allume all the airs of

a queen, not indeed wholly through her own preemption, for I think

the knew herfelf too well to have indulged fuch extravagant ideas, but

was driven on to take that ftep by the continual folicitations of her

creatures and relations : madam de Sourdis, Chiverny, and Frefne, fe-

conded her fo well on their parts, that it became infenfibly the public

talk of the court, that the king was going to marry his miftrefs ; and

that it was for this purpofe he was foliciting his divorce at Rome. I was
{hocked at a report fo injurious to the glory of this prince : I went to

him,andmade him fenfible of the confequenceof it. He appeared tome
concerned, and even piqued at it: yet his firft care was to juflify madam
de Beaufort, who, he pofitively affnred me, had not contributed to the

report ; for which all the proof he had was that {he had told him fo :

he threw the whole blame upon madam de Sourdis and Frefne, to

whom he {hewed that he was capable of pardoning a conduct fo little

refpectful to him, lînce, although he was afliired they were guilty, he
gave them not the flighteft reprimand.

One circumflance added great weight to the fteps I took on this

occafion both in public and private. Queen Margaret, with whom
the affair of the approaching diflblution of her marriage obliged me to

keep a correfpondence by letters, was the lall who heard of what was

faid and done at court. With regard to madam de Beaufort's preten-

tions, as foon as fhe was informed of them the wrote to me, and gave

me to understand, that {he had not changed her mind with regard to a

feparation from the king, but that {be was fo much offended at their

intending to give the place {he refigned to a woman fo infamous as the

duchefs was by her commerce with the king, that, although {he had at

firft given her content without annexing any conditions to it, {he was

* They gave him the title of chevalier the fponfors at his chriftcning. He died

de Vendôme. Lady Catherine, fitter to grand prior of France, in 1O29.

•he king, and the count de Soilfons, were

now
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now determined to infift upon the tcxdufion of this woman ; and no

treatment whatever fliould oblige her to alter her resolution. I fhewed

this letter to the king, whojudging by it how much his marriage with

hismiftrefs would irritate the beft of his fubjedts againft him, began,

in reality, to change his fentiments and conduct.

I was of opinion, that if madam de Beaufort was acquainted with

the contents of this letter, it might probably produce the fame effects

upon her. I would not take this trouble upon myfelf, being unwilling

to meet the infolence and rage of a woman, who looked upon me as a

ftumbling-block in the way of her advancement, but I communicated

the letter to Chiverny and Freine, who immediately informed madam
de Sourdis of it, and me almoft in the fame moment the dnchefs of

Beaufort. But this lady's counfellors were not fo eafily alarmed ; they

were very fenfible that the defign they had undertaken to engage the

king in, could not fail of meeting with many difficulties, and they had

fettled their behaviour upon each : the refult of their deliberations had

been, to haften, as much as poffible, the conclusion of the affair ; per-

iuading themfelves, that when it was once over they might give it a

colour that fliould make it excufnble ; or, at worft, matters would be

compofed after a little talk, as always happens when things are with-

out remedy. They knew well the difpofition of the French nation,

efpecially the courtiers, whofe fir ft law it is to be always of the fame
mind with the Sovereign, and whofe ftrongeft paffion the defire of

pleafing him. In a word, they thought themfelves fecure ofevery thing,

provided the king himfelf did not fail them.

Fresne having drawn up the warrant for the payment of the he-

ralds, trumpeters, and other under-officers of the crown, who had at-

tended at the ceremony of the baptifm, it was brought to me, as well

as the reft, that I might give my order for its difcharge. As foon as

I caft my eyes upon this writing, a tender concern for the king's ho-
nour made me look upon it as a lafting teftimony of his weaknefs,

which was going to be handed down to pofterity. I hefitated not a

moment to return it, and caufed another to be drawn up in terms more
proper. The titles of Monfieur, Son of France, and all that could give

any notion of that kind, was fupprelfed, and confequently thehoufhcld
fees reduced to the ordinary price, with which they were highly diffa-

tisfied. .They did not fail to renew their efforts; and in their difcontent

quoted Monfieur de Frefné, and the law by which their ckims were
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1^98. regulated. At firft I reftrained myfelf before thefe people, whofebad
.*»~v——' intentions I well knew ; but growing impatient at laft I could not

help faying to/ them, with fome indignation, " Go, go, I will do no-
" thing in it ; know that there are no children of France."

No fooner had thefe words efcaped me, than, fufpecting that a

troublefome affair would be made of it, to prevent it, I went imme-
diately to his majefty, who was walking with the duke d'Epernon in

the palace of Saint-Germain : I fhewed him the warrant Frefne had
drawn up, telling him, that if it was allowed, there needed no more
but to declare himfelf married to the duchefs of Beaufort. " This is

" Frefne's malice," faid the king, after he had read it :
" but I fhall

" take care to prevent it." Then, commanding me to tear the paper,

he turned to three or four lords of the court who were neareft him,
" How malignant are thefe people," faid he aloud, " and what diffi-

" culties do they throw in the way of thofe who ferve me with fidelity :

" they brought a warrant to monfieur de Rofny, with a defign to

" make him offend me if he pafled it, or my miftrefs if he refufed it."

In the ffate affairs then were, thefe words were far from being indif-

ferent ; they gave the courtiers, who had fmiled at my fimplicity, to

understand that they might poffibly be deceived themfelves, and that

the fuppofed marriage was not fo near as they had imagined. The king

continuing to converfe with me apart, told me, that he did not doubt

but that madam de Beaufort was greatly enraged againft me, and advifed

me to go to her, and endeavour, by folid reafons, to give her fatisfaction :

" If that will not do," added he, " I will fpeak to her as her mafter."

I went directly to the duchefs's apartment, which was in the cloif-

ter of Saint-Germain. I knew not what notion fhe conceived of a vifit

which uhe found I began with a fort of explanation : fhe did not allow

me time to go on : the rage with which fhe was animated not permit-

ting her to obferve any meafures, fhe interrupted me with a reproach

that I had impofed upon the king, and made him believe that black

was white. " 'Tis well, madam !" faid I, interrupting her in my turn,

but with great calmnefs, " fince you think fit to talk in this manner, I

" fhall take my leave, but I fhall not, however, neglect, to do my duty."

Saying this, I left her, not being willing to hear more, left I fhould be

tempted to fay fomething more fevere. I put the king in a very ill

humour with his miftrefs, when I repeated to him what fhe had laid.

" Come along with me," faid the king, with an emotion that pleafed

me
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me greatly, " and I will let you iêe that women do not wholly pof-
" fefs me." His coach not being ready foon enough lor his impati-

ence, his majelty got into mine: and as we drove to the duchefs's

lodgings, he allured me that he would never have caufe to reproach

himfelf, that, through his compliance for a woman, he had banifhed

or even difgufted fervartts, who, like me, were only felicitous for his

glory and intereft.

Madam de Beaufort, upon my leaving her apartment ib hartily,

had expected to fee the king foon after : and during that time had
taken furricient pains to fet orf her perfon to the greateft advantage;

believing, like me, that the viclorv which one or other of us mull now
gain, would be the prefage of her good or bad fortune. As foon as

lhe was informed of the king's arrival, die came as far as the door of

the firlt hall to receive him. Henry, without faluting her, or exprelfmg

any part of his ufual tendernefs, " Let us go, madam, laid he, to your
" chamber, and fuffer no one to enter but yourfelf, Rofny, and I;

** for I want to talk to you both, and make you live together upon
" friendly terms." Then ordering the door to be fliut, and that no
one fhould be fuffered to remain in the chamber, wardrobe, or clofet,

he took her hand, holding one of mine at the fame time, and with an

air that fhe had good reafon to be furprized at, told her, that the true

motive which had determined him to attach himfelf to her, was the

gentlenefs he had obferved in her difpofition; but that her conduce for

fome time pad had convinced him, that what he had believed to be

real was only difîèmbled, and that lhe had deceived him: he reproach-

ed her with the bad counfels fhe had liftened to, and the very conli-

derable faults they had occalioned. He covered me with praifes, to

mew the duchefs, by the difference of our proceedings, that I only

was truly attached to his perfon: he commanded her to get fo far the

better of her averfion for me, as to be able to regulate her conduct by
my advice, fince, fhe might depend upon it, his paffion for her fhould

never induce him to deprive me of his confidence.

Madam de Beaufort began her anfwer by fighs and tears; fhe af-

fumed a tender and fubmiflive air; fhe would have killed the hand of

Henry; omitting no artifice which llie thought capable of melting his

heart. It was not till lhe had played over all thefe little arts, that die

began to ipeak, which die did by complaining, that inftead of thofe

returns die might have expected from a prince to whom fhe had given

her heart, fhefaw herfelf làcrificed to one of hi . fhe repeated

Vol. I. Q q q all
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all that I had faid or done to the prejudice of her children, in order to

awake his majefty's refentment againft me : then, feigning to link under

the violence of her grief and delpair, flie let herfelf fall upon a couch,

where fhe protefted fhe was determined to wait for her death, not be- '

ing able to endure life after fo cruel an affront. The attack was a little

ftrong; Henry did not expect it: I obferved him needfully, and faw his

countenanee change: but recovering himfelf immediately, that his mi-

ftrefs might not perceive it, he continued to tell her in the fame tone,

that (lie might fpare herfelf the trouble of having recourfe to fo many
artifices on lb flight an occafion. Senfibly affected at this reproach, fhe

redoubled her tears, crying, that fhe plainly perceived fhe was abandon-

ed, and that doubtlefs it was to augment her fhame and my triumph,

that the king had refolved to make me a witnels of the moft cruel treat-

ment that was ever fhewn to any woman. This thought teemed to

plunge her into a real defpair. " By heaven, madam," faid the king,

lofing patience, " this is too much, I know to what all this artifice

" tends; you want to prevail upon me to banifh a fervant whofe afiift-

" ance I cannot be without: I declare to you, if I was reduced to the

" neceffity of chuiing to lofe one or the other, I would rather part with
" ten miftreffes like you, than one fervant fuch as him." He did not

forget the term of groom which fhe made ufe of; and was ftill more
offended, that fhe had applied it to a man whofe family had the ho-

nour of being allied to his own.

After this harfh fpeech the king fuddenly"quitted the duchefs, and

was going out of her apartment without feeming to be moved at the

condition he left her in; probably becaufe he knew her well enough to

be affured that all this violence of grief was affectation and grimace.

As for me, I was fo far deceived by it as to be greatly concerned for

her; and was not drawn out of this error till madam de Beaufort, per-

ceiving the king was going to leave her fo much offended, that fhe had

reafon to apprehend he would never return again, changed her beha-

viour in an inftant, ran to ftop him, and threw herfelf at his feet; no

longer to impofe upon his tendernefs, but to footh him to a forgetful-

nefs of her fault: fhe began by apologizing for her paft conduct; af-

fumed an air of gentlenefs and complacency, and fwore fhe never had,

nor ever would, have any will but his. Never was there a change of

fcene more fudden: I now faw a woman perfectly agreeable, eafy, and

compliant, who behaved to me as if all that had juft paffed had been

a dream; and we feparated very good friends.

The
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The king being at Monceaux about tbe end of October, felt feme
llight touches of a fever, which ended at lait in a violent attack*; it ui--v-—

-

was attributed to the disturbance caufed by a ; quantity of
humours, which were discharged by a purge; and as the fever feemed
to have wholly ceafed, the king thought himfelf cured, and wrote to

me to that effect; obferving, however, that his indifpofition had left a

faintnefs and dejection upon him which was not ufual with him, but

that lie would endeavour to dilperfe it by walking, if he could get

ftrength enough. Thefe fymptoms were the forerunner of a di liem per,

which a few days afterwards feized him with luch violence that he
was loon in great danger, and I had the affliction to find him in this

condition on my arrival at Monceaux, with Châtillon and d'Incarville,

whom he lent for in the letter I have jull mentioned. I thought for

a long time that I was only come to fee my dear mailer expire in my
arms for he would not permit me to leave Monceaux during his illnefs,

and often called me to his bed-fide. In one of thefe moments when the

obllinacy and continual recurrence of his diflemper baffled all the art

of the phylicians, and this prince himfelf thought that his lail hour
was approaching; " My friend, faid he to me, you have often ieew
" me meet dangers which it was eafy for me to have avoided, know
" better than any other perfon how little I fear death; but I will not
" deny that I am grieved to die before I have railed this kingdom to
" that fplendor I intended for it; or convinced my people, by difcharg-
*' ing them of part of their taxes, and governing them mildly, that I
" love them as my own children."

At length Henry's good constitution prevailed, and his diflemper

was removed almofl inltantaneoufly-j-j fo that the grief into which his

danger had plunged us, was followed immediately by the joy of his re-

covery. He had afterwards a llight relapfe, which had no bad confer

quence : he fent me word of this at Paris, whither I had returned as

* In the following manner the hiftorian Tom. II. liv. ii. p. 277.
Matthieu fpeaks of this diforder of Hen- + It was during this malady that Hen-
ry IV. " While he was very merry with ry IV. was very much troubled with a car-
" his miftrefs and Bellegarde, and laugh- neous excrefcence; which ferved as a pre-
" ing heartily at fome fatirical verfes, he text to the duchefs ofBeaufort, to let him
" was fuddenly feized with a violent fit know, by means of la Riviere, his firft

" of vomiting, which kept him for feven phyfician, whom fhe had gained over to
" hours together in very great danger, her intereft, that he could, after this, have
" all that time having a confiant de- no more children. Amelot de la Houi
" fire to drink, and ftill throwing up the num. I. fur la lettre 243 du cardinal d'Of-
" water while the glafs was at his hand." fat.

Q, q q 2 foon
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foon as I faw him out of danger. , And in another letter, dated the 6th

of November, which Schomberg, at his return from Monceaux,

brought me to Paris from his majefiy, he informed me that his health

was perfectly eftabliihed, except that he had fome fmall remains of that

dejection on his fpirits, of which he had formerly complained, and

which he could not get rid of, notwithstanding he followed exactly the

advice of his phyfkians. The fieurs Marefcot, Martin, and RofTet,

having, upon the news of his illnefs, haflened to Monceaux to affift his

phyficians in ordinary with their advice, he had the attention to caufe

them to be paid for their trouble, writing to me to give each of them
one hundred crowns, and fifty to Rignault his furgeon.

The king had not yet quitted Monceaux when the cardinal of

Florence, who had fo great a hand in the treaty of Vervins, paffed

through Paris, as he came back from Picardy, to return from thence to

Rome, after he had taken leave of his majefty. The king fent me to

Paris to receive him, commanding me to pay him all imaginable ho-

nours. He had need of aperfon near the pope fo powerful at tins car^

dinal, who afterwards obtained the pontificate himfelf: I therefore

omitted nothing that could anfwer his majeffy's intentions; and the le-

gate having an inclination to fee Saint Germain-en-Laye, I fent orders

to Momier, the keeper of the cattle, to hang the halls and chambers

with the finefr. tapeitry of the crown. Momier executed my orders

with great punctuality, but with fo little judgment, that for the le-

gate's chamber he chofe a fuit of hangings wrought by the queen of

Navarre; very rich, indeed, but which reprefented nothing but em-
blems and motto's againft the pope and the Roman court, as fatirical as

they were ingenious. The prelate endeavoured to prevail upon me to ac-

cept of a place in the coach that was to carry him to Saint-Germain;

which I refufed, being delirous ofgetting there before him, that I might

fee whether every thing was in order; with which I was very well

pleafed. I faw the blunder of the keeper, and reformed it immediately.

The legate would not have failed to have looked upon fuch a miirake

as a formed defign to infult him, and to have reprefented it as fuch to

the pope. Reflecting afterwards, that no difference in religion could au-

thorize fuch farcafms, I caufed all thofe motto's to be effaced .

I had long hoped that a peace would afford me leifure to examine

the finances of the kingdom thoroughly: all that I had hitherto been

ab!e to do, was only to alleviate the mifchief; and far from having

been able to dig to the root, fo as to eradicate it at once, the different

necef-
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necessities of the State, which always followed each other fo clofe dur-

ing the war, made it be looked on as a great Stroke of policy to ma-
nage the finances without increafing the confufion. It is certain that,

upon a cloier examination, they feemed tainted with an incurable dif-

eafe, which could not even be enquired into without the moft unShaken

courage and invincible patience: the firft glance was able to difcover

nothing but an univerfal lofs of credit, the royal treafury indebted feve-

ral hundred millions, no means of railing more money, exce (live po-

verty, and ruin at hand; but this very flate of defpair made it neceifa-

ry not to delay a Single moment the undertaking this great work,
while lèverai opportunities concurring (hewed at leaSt a poiTibility of

fuccefs. Every thing was in tranquility; the pay of the troops conf:-

derably lefTened, the greater part of the military expences Suppreffed,

the king's council weary at length of making ufelels endeavours to de--

prive me of any management of public affairs, almoSt all bufinefs was
tranlacled by me; thefe. gentlemen difdained even to come to the affem-

blies, unlefs forced thither by their own intereSt, or that of their rela-

tions or friends: in thofe affemblies nothing was propofed without my
approbation, and nothing executed without my content; the king had
no fecret he referved from me, nor any authority that he did not occa-

sionally invert me with; all thefe considerations perfuaded me that, if

the calamities caufed by fo many long and cruel civil wars were ever to

be repaired, now or never was the time to accomplish it.

I had received from nature a Strong constitution,, a body able to

Support * long labours, and a mind capable ofgreat application, a natural

* The picture which M. de Perefixe " pleafures: withal he had the happy dex-
gives us ofM. deRofny, altogether agrees " terity of feeing thro' fuch fort of mat-
with that which we have feen drawn here. " ters, and of unraveling the puzzling
" He had efpecially, fays he, a genius turn- " perplexities, and untying the intricate
" ed for the management of the finances, " knots, unJer which the farmers of the.
** and all the other qualifications requifite " finances, when they have a mind to be
" for fuch a ftation : in fact, hewas a regu- " knavifh, endeavour to conceal their
" human, exact, and a great ceconomift; " tricks." Part. 3. P. Matthieu gives him
" he w;as punctual to his word, no ways no lefs high a character. Tom.Il.Iiv. ii.p.
«« prodigal, without any pompous oftenta- 278. " The king gave him," fays le Grain,
" tion, not inclined to profufe expence, " the poft of fuperintendant-general of his
" game, or women, nor addicted to any " finances, inverting him with fo great an
" thing that did not exactly tally with a " authority as had never been feen in that
" man bred to fuch an employment ; be- " office before : in which, it muft be con-
" fides, he was vigilant, laborious, expe- " fefled, there wanted a man at that time,.
" ditious, beitowing almoit his whole " who would have his eyes hood-winked.
" time on bufinefs, and but little on his « to every other conlideration but the

propensity.
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propenfity to regularity and ceconomy, improved by a particular ftudv

of that lcience during twenty-five years that I was near the king's per-

fon; and, if I may be allowed to fay it, a pathon yet more forcible for

honour and virtue: fuch are the qualities I brought to the conducf of

public affairs; with thefe, although one cannot keep clear of commit-
ting faults, and thofe likewife very inconfiderable, yet (and experience

as well as the fuccefs that attended my labours give me a right to fay fo)

one may be aflured that the revenues of a hate are fallen into good
hands, when a moderate degree ofjudgment, much diligence and ex-

a&nefs, and hull more probity, are qualities remarkable in him that go-
verns them. I dare not allume more likenefs than this to the portrait I

am going to draw of a good minifter of the finances, becaufe that, al-

though I have always propofed fuch an one for my imitation, yet I can-

didly confefs I am far from pretending to fet upmyfelffor a model.

It would be the fhorteft way to fay, that a man who is called to the

management of public affairs, ought to have no paffions; but that wc

" king's advantage, that is, to the pub-
" lie treafure, which it was necefTary to

" reftore to its full vigour; andwho would
'" be more rigid than what either thedig-
" nitv of fome perfons, or the refpeâ due
" to others, would have endured at any
" other time; and indeed this great au-
" thority and power, which the king gave
" him, did, in a little time after, reftore

" full ftrength to all the main relburces of
" the ftate." See the whole of what this

writer fays, with regard to M. de Sully,

liv. vii.

" He put," fays d'Aubigné, torn. III.

liv. v. chap 3. " the finances into the
" hands of the marquis de Rofny, after-

" wards duke of Sully, becaufe hefound
" he had a very extenfive and laborious

" genius, as alfo a natural fternnefs and fe-

" verity of temper, which, without re-

" garding the favour of any body, enabled

" him to bear the unpleafing irkfomenefs

" of rebuffs; and by that means, filled

*' the king's coffers, to which the natural

" difpofition of his mafter did not a little

" contribute."

In a ("mail piece, torn. III. of the Mem.
d'Etat ;de Villeroi, we find the following

account. " This change in the face oi
" affairs, which the iaid fieur de Sully had
" introduced into France, that had been

" brought to the loweft ebb of diftrefs,

" rendering it opulent and flourifhing by
" means of his good management and in-
" duftry, does fufficiently teftify his abili-

" ties. The remonftrances which he made
" even to the king's pleafure, and the op-
" pofition which he maintained againft all

*' the great men, fhew his virtue, pru-
" dence and courage. Even thofe who
" envy him fay, that he alone was of more
" ufe to the public, and knew its intereft

" better, than all the reft of the kingdom
" befides." The manufcript which we
quoted in the preface, coincides with this ;

and further may be added the fuffrage of

the greateft part of the hiftorians and me-
moirs of that time, which all agree, that

M. de Sully has, in ftrict juftice, deferred

the appellation of the moft laborious, the

moil capable, the moft upright, and efpeci-

ally the moft fteady minifter that ever was.

The feverity, rigidnefs, and haughty carri-

age, which are almoft the only faults with
which he has been charged, arife from the

laft mentioned quality, that no doubt was
carried a little too far. We fhall have oc-

cafton to fpeak more of it in the lequel:

but I thought myfelf obliged previoufly to

add thefe teftimonies, to the account he

gives us, of his character and conduct.

may
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may not wholly deflxoy the notion of fuch a being, by reducing him to 1 598.

an impofllble and merely ideal exiftence, it is fufficient to fay that he *---v—»

ought to have fuch a knowledge of them, as to be able to avoid their

influence: he mould be fenfiWe of all the meannefs of pride, the folly

of ambition, the weaknefs of hatred, and the bafenefs of revenge. As

I intend only to make fuch reflections as immediately relate to him, I

fhall not here take any notice of the great meannefs of treating people

ill, not only by actions but even words, and of never giving orders

to inferiors butin the tranlports of rage, or pecvifhnefs of ill-humour,

feafoning them with oaths and curfes, fince, living for the public, he

ought to appear affable, and be eafy of accefs to every body, except to

thole who only come to him with a defign to corrupt him, and never

to lofe fight of this maxim, which holds one ofthe firft places in the af-

fairs of government, That a kingdom ought to be regulated by general

rules, and that exceptions only occalion difcontent, and produce com-

plaints.

A just knowledge of what is due to rank, and of different degrees

of distinction, is fo far from being contrary to this maxim, that it is

eflentially neceffary to it, as well for obferving thofe rules of behaviour

to perfons of different ranks, which the French politenefs has eftablifh-

ed, as to cure himfelf of that error that his riches and the favour of his

king place every other perfon in a (fate of Subordination to him. An
inclination for the fair fex is a fource of weakneffes and injullicc, which

will inevitably carry him beyond the bounds of his duty ; a paffion for

deep play, will expofe him to temptations a thoufand times more diffi-

cult to be overcome by a man who has all the money of the kingdom

paffing through his hands; that he may efcape this dangerous fnare, I

am under a neceffityof prefcribing to him to have no acquaintance ei-

ther with cards or dice.

A dislike of fatigue proceeds generally from the fame inclinations

which lead to voluptuoufnefs, or'create effeminacy. A ftatefman ought

in temperance to feek for a remedy againfl a fondnefs for fplendor,

and the delicacies of the table, which ferve only to enervate both body

and mind. A virtuous man ought to be wholly unacquainted with

drunkennefs; a diligent man ought to be no lefs ignorant of what is

called high living. As he ought to make his retirement in his cabinet at

all times, and althours, not merely fupportable, but pleafing; he cannot

be too careful to prevent his mind from running on the delights of balls,

mafquerades, and other parties of pleafure; in all thefe trilling amufe-

ments
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ments there is a namelefs inchantment, that intoxicates the hearts of

philofophers and milanthropes themfelves.

The fame caution is neceffary againft hunting, keeping many fer-

vants, equipages, furniture, buildings, and all other occalions of expence

that luxury has invented. A tafte for any of thefe things foon degene-

rates into a kind of paflion, of which the wafle of time is not the only

bad confequence; prodigality, ruin, and dishonour, are the ufual effects

of it: it belongs only to a man who cannot refolve to live and amufe

himfclf with his own company, to think continually of galleries, co-

lumns, and gildings, and to run all his life after ftatues, antiques, and me-
dals. Do you learn to be contented with a common picture; the delicacy

of procuring, at a great expence of money and anxiety of mind, original

and other fcarce pieces, proceeds wholly from an affectation of tafte.

I am, however, far from carrying the feverity of thefe maxims fo far,

as to forbid a man, inverted with a public employment, from having

any attention to his own eafe; and to deny him all kinds of amufement.

I would have him indulge himfelf in moderate pleafures, and take care

of his fortune, provided that he does the one without diflipation, and

the other without difhonour. It is one of thofe advantages that attends

a difpofition not prone to expence, and fond of regularity, that he who
is poffeffed of it, if he lives long, finds himfelf infenfibly in affluent cir-

cumftances. To have made a fortune, a phrafe that has fo hateful a found,

becaufe, when it is applied to a man of buiinefs, it commonly means

nothing but injuftice, oppreflion, and cruelty; and when applied to a

courtier, nothing but mean tricks, delpicable flattery, cringing fervility,

and even at fome times knaveries and treachery, is nothing more than

a natural confequence, and even an act of virtue, where all fee that the

fortune is only the reward of labour, or an honeft recompence of good

actions: that I may not be miftaken, I will add, that this ought to ap-

pear fb clearly as to force ourgreateft enemies to fee it and confefs it*.

It ought therefore to be an eftabliihed rule, that every man who un-

dertakes the management of the finances, or any other part of the minif-

* A great part of the maxims which four qualities requifite to conftitute a per-

fill up chap. 8. part. i. of die Political Tef- feft counfellor, to wit, capacity, fidelity,

tament of the cardinal dc Richelieu, that courage or relblution, and application. I

treats both of the council and counsellors fhallhaveoccafion in what follows to make
of the king, is evidently taken from this fome remarks upon that which fcems over-

and many other places of M. de Sully's ftrained in the maxims and manners ofM.
Memoir:-; and chicfiv what he fays of the de Sully,with regard towhatiscalledluxury.

try,
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try, fhould make, and renew from time to time, a kind of acknowledg-
1 598.

ment of the (late of his income ; that is, that upon his entrance into the v——v—-J
miniftry he fhould draw up an exacl: and particular memorial of his

prefent poffeffions, and upon his leaving it give in another in the fame
form ; fo that whatever alterations have happened in his fortune may
be known to others as well as himfelf. I have already taken care to

give the public an account of every augmentation of my fortune, and

each new dignity that was conferred upon me, according to the diffe-

rent periods of time when they happened, and I fliall ftill continue this

method : but as I look upon this affair to be fubjecf to calculation, I

am going to put every one into a way of doing it himfelf, and fliall

fhew it completely done at the end of thefe Memoirs.

My father's eftate being equally divided between me and the only re-

maining brother out of four that I had, my fhare of it, joined to my
wife's fortune, which was ten thoufand livres, amounted only to fifteen

or fixteen thoufand livres a year ; and as it increafed but very little du-

ring five and twenty years when the king had no means of rewarding

his fervants, this was my whole income when the revenues of the flate

were committed to my care. I am fenfible that there are many perfons

who would blufh to make fuch a confefhon ; but for my part I have
already laid, that in this refpecf I fee only one thing that ought to give

occafion for a blufh, which is, the infamy of poffelfing riches either ill

or doubtfully acquired : I have neither the reproach of extortion, con-
fifcation, or unwarrantable profits to apprehend ; all that I added to my
firft fortune arofe merely from the king's bounty to me, lb that I owe
all to one God, and one mailer.

What I had been able to add to my fortune till the prefent vear

1598, amounted to the following fums; an appointment of two thou-

fand livres a year as counfellor of Navarre ; as much as counfellor of
ftate, with a penfion of three thoufand fix hundred livres, which the

king annexed to this poft : my falary as member of the council,

having been augmented by degrees, and in proportion to the fervices

the king found he received from me, was, at this time, brought to

twenty thoufand livres: the king doubled my company of gendarmes,
which at firft only confided oï fifty men, and after it was incorporated

with that of the queen, of which I was made captain-lieutenant, the pay

amounted to five thoufand livres : the king made me likewife h<

Vol. I. R r r rary
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rary* counfellor of the parliament of Paris, but without any income.

It was at this time, that Chauvelin the younger had the firft difpenfa-

tion that had been granted from the rule of forty days, paying for it

four thoufand crowns. I mail make but one article of the government

of Mante, which had been juft then given me, and that of Gergeau

which I had afterwards. Such was the ftate of my fortune at that

time ; the courfe of it, till then extremely flow, became very rapid the

following years, by the great offices with which his majefty honoured

me, and by rewards fo confiderable, that when I collect them together

they will make one of the mod important articles. I fhall take into it

his leaft prelents, and even thofe which I received from other royal per-

fons. Before I enter into the difcuffion of affairs, and account of the

finances which I have promifed, fmce I have begun to inform the pub-

lic of my perfonal character, I will finifh the picture by giving a detail

ofmy public employments, and my whole manner of living, after I was

in a public employment : this is the proper place for it, although, in or-

der to fay all upon this head at one time, it is neceflary I ihould fuppofe

myfelf poiTefled of all thofe pofts which were not given me till ibme

time after.

Six days in the week a council was held both morning and evening ;

the firft and moft important was called the council of ftate and the

finances, which fingly took up the Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays,

by fitting both in the morning and afternoon ; the king was the head of

it, and was generally prefent. The dukes and peers, the officers of the

crown, the knights of the king's orders, or thofe who had a warrant

from his majefty, had a feat and a voice in the confultations : here were

received and examined all kinds of petitions on any occafion whatever,

but efpecially thofe relating to the penfions of ftate, which from this

time began to be paid with a punctuality that made them be preferred

to every other eftablifhment, and even to landed eftates.The three other

days of the week were likewife taken up morning and evening with

different councils, which were called confeils des parties, compofed of

a certain number of particular counfellors, where examinations were

* The letters patent by which Henry gifters of the parliament of Paris ; as alfo-

IV. made the marquis de Rofny an hono- the enrolment of thefe letters, and his ad-

rarycounfellor, and thereby gave himapri- mittance accordingly on the 19th of

allege of fitting in parliament, &c. dated March the fame year.

March 16, 1602, may be feenin the re-

held
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held of things properly referred to each of thefe councils : if there

was any controverfy, it was dilpatched to the courts ofjuftice to whole
cognizance it belonged ; and care was taken that jultice fhould be
done honeftly and lpeedily. I was a member of each of thefe coun-
cils, and commonly prefided in them when the king was not prefent,

which often happened, especially, in the co?ifeils des parties. I never

failed to be at the council of ftate, the whole bufinets of which lay up-
on me : all the letters and petitions that were to be prefented there

were addreffed to me ; and as the queftions that require general deli-

berations are not very common, it often happened that in communicat-
ing the affair, I delivered likewife the refolutions to be taken ; and of-

ten carried thither arrêts ready drawn up, that every thing might be
difpatched at one fitting; and it happened but very feldom that altera-

tions were made. I have always laid it down as a rule, that the an-
fwers which were given for regulating the conduct of perfons employ-
ed in great affairs, cannot be too expeditious, or too diftincl: ; all the

time that is fpent in contestations is loft time.

It may be eafily imagined how much time thefe employments de-

manded : I accuftomed myfelf to rife at four o'clock in the morning,
both in winter and fummer ; and the two firft hours were taken up in

putting in as much order as poffible thofe affairs that were to be each
day brought upon the carpet : a minifter who acts otherwife will

leave all things in confufion and perpetual dilbrder, by the different

perplexities he will find himfelf involved in at laft. At half an hour
after fix I was dreffed, and ready to attend the council, which began
at feven, and generally ended at nine; and according to the im-
portance of the bufinefs that was tranfadled in it, at ten, and fometimes
eleven o'clock. It often happened that his majefty, inftead of coming
to the council, would fend for me at nine of ten o'clock, when it was
over, and either alone, or with his two other minifters of ftate *, Vil-

* Thus were thofe called then, who Sully and his two collogues» and Henry
fince have been intituled fecretaries of IV. gave the firft fo great a {hare, and fa

ltate : and fuch as were named fecretaries much authority in what belonged to their

of ftate, as M. Forget, M. Lomenie, M. province, that we may fay he was, in ef-

Beaulieu-Rufé, and M. Potier, were £ro- feet, prime minifter, only that he had not
pcrly no more than four fecretaries ot the the name : this title was not at that time
6nances, or his majefty's firft clerks. Tbo' much in ufe ; for the chancellor du Prat,

it appears that none of the three hath been under Francis I. the conftable de Mont-
called prime minifter of ftate, yet fo un- morenci, under Henry II. &c. did not bear

equally was the diftribution of the funcli- it, tho' they folelv poileHed the confidence

ons of the miniftry made between M. de of their mafters. M. de Villcroi was at

R r r 2 leroi
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598. leroi and Sillery, walk with us, acquaint us with his intentions, and
"~r—J give each of us orders relating to our particular employments : from

thence I went home to dinner.

My table generally confifled of ten covers ; and being ferved with

a moderation that was not approved of by the lords of the court, efpe-

cially the epicures, who make a ferious affair of refining upon every

thing that is eat or drank, I feldom invited any perfons to dine with

me ; l'o that my table was ufually filled only with my wife and chil-

dren, or at mod v/ith fome friend who was not more difficult to be

pleafed than myfelf. Frequent attempts were made to alter my conduce

in this refpect, but I always replied to any reproaches of that kind, in-

the words of an ancient, That if the guefts were wife, there was fuffi-

cient for them ; if they weie not, I could lliffer the want of their com-
pany without trouble.

When dinner was over, I went into my great hall, where it was
known that I regularly gave audience, and therefore at that hour al-

ways full : every one was admitted, and had free audience ; the reply

was no lets fpeedy : herein my particular tafte agreed perfectly with

bis majefty's intention. I began with the ecclefiaftics of both religions:

the country people, who remained lair, were kept but a little time in

expectation. I took care to difpatch every one's bufinefs before I retired ;

and even lent for thole who, fraying in the court or the garden, had fijf-

fered the hour to flip. If the affair that was propofed to me was equi-

table, and depended upon me, I promifed in two words the execution

of it ; if otherwife, I civilly chid the propofer, and honeftly forbore to

meddle with it : if it appeared doubtful, or complicated, I called an in-

tendant, or one of my fecretaries, to whom I gave the papers that led

to an explanation of it. And fuch was my management, that the affair

was totally difpatched within a week, if I had promifed it ; and let the

bufinefs be ever fo much perplexed, the council before whom it was

}aid always difpatched it within the month.

As to the other councils, which were held on Mondays, Wednef-
days, and Fridays, I affifted at them likewife as long as I could, be-

fore the increafe of my employments had likewife increafed my bufi-

nefs, and even afterwards ; but when the direction of the marine, ar-

the head of foreign affairs, having alfo the cellor fome little time after, had the ma-
nrefident Jeannin for his collègue. M. de nagement of all domeftic affairs.

Sillery and Jjelliwe, who became chan-

tillery,
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tillery, fortifications, buildings, bridges, and caufeys, were entrufted to

me only, to which muft be added the affairs of my governments, I was
obliged to apply to this bufinefs in the place of the other; and to devote

the mornings of thefe three days to the difpatch of bufinefs relating to

thefe offices, becaufe his majefty thought them of confequence enough,

efpecially that of furveyor-general of the highways, and fuperintcndant

of the fortifications and works, to be prefent at the clearing the accounts

of each of thefe bodies of people, which was done in the prefence of

the governors and other officers, who were called together in a body on
thefe occafions : notwithstanding this, I did not neglect the other

councils, but took care to be prefent when any important affair was de-

bated, eipecially when it related to war.

I regulated my time in fuch a manner, that I had ftill leifure

enough for thofe other affairs, and alio for many more which I have

not yet mentioned. The extraordinary and unforefeen bufinefs I was
engaged in, the converfations I had with his majefty, the orders and
letters I received from him, may be imagined by a general declaration,

that this prince not only informed me of whatever happened to him,
but alio en r rufted me with his moll private affairs *, his fecrets, de-

figns, reflections, private diftempers, pleafures, domeftic uneafinefl.es,

fears, hopes, amours, friendihips, and difgufts ; in a word, all was con-

fided to my fidelity and difcretion, terms which I am juftly entitled to

make ufe of. In all thefe moments to comply with the king's délires

and occafions, there was an abfolute neceffity to lay afide the molt
preffing bufinefs, to invent fchemes, to go upon private errands, an-
lwer letters, and undertake journeys ; by all which, the affairs of the.

ftate would have been injured, if by giving the night as well as the day

to thefe accidental employments, which were not regulated by months,
days, or hours, an extreme diligence in reluming thofe affairs that had
been interrupted by them, had not reftored every thing to its proper

Hate.

One is furprized, in giving this detail, how, with fuch an exact

ceconomy of time, there mould remain lb little for affairs merely do-
meftic : the few moments I could fpare for them, I was never able to

find but in one of the afternoons of thofe fame three days ; and thefe

* " Never any miniftcr had the con- " tivity, continual application to bufinefs,.

" fidence of his mailer more entirely than " and difintereftednefs in every thing that
" this had; and never was any more wor- " related to the king's fervice." &c. Hift».

" thy of it, on account of his fidelity, ac- de France de Chalons, torn. III. p. 255:

I lhatched.
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I .hatched by intervals. It was neceffary therefore that my wife mould
accuftom herfclf to do all that I was not ablblutely obliged to do ;

otherwife I mull: have relied upon people of bufinels, or upon my do-

meftics.

As to amufements, and hours of eafe and refrefhment, which were

necefiary to foften the fatigue of iuch extreme application to bufinefs,

they were regulated with as much exactnefs as my moft ferious affairs ;

but, like them, fubjecl: to frequent interruptions : when, by good for-

tune, this did not happen, I had no occafion to go out c the arfenal to

find them; for it was in this caftle that I refided from îhe time I was
made grand mafter till the death of my king, which gave me up to the

tranquility of a private life. The exercifes of the arfenal, which was an

excellent fchool for young people, gave the greateft relief to my mind,

eipecially when I faw my children, my fon-in-law, my relations and

friends, mingled together : the good company which appeared in the

afternoon at that little rendezvous, the exultations which were often

heard, the air of gaiety without effeminacy, and of pleaiure without

negligence, which appeared there, is, of all things which I know, moft

proper to relieve a mind to which, by long habit of labour, all the

amufements ofmere idlenefs have been made infipid. In whatever man-
ner I fpent the afternoon, when the hour of fupper arrived, I ordered

all my doors to be fhut, and no perfon to be fuffered to enter, unlefs he

came from the king. From this hour, till I returned to bed, which I

always did at ten o'clock, there was no longer any mention of bufinefs,

all was eafe, mirth, and focial joy, with a imall number of good and

agreeable friends.

The office of prime minifter, though at all times laborious, is not

always loaded with the fame difficulties ; and the good fortune of thofe

is to be envied, who are called to it at a conjuncture, when the whole

ftream of affairs having for many years run on in a calm and regular

courfe, they have nothing to do but fit quietly at the helm, content

themfelves with a general infpeftion, and leave the reft to be performed

by that great number of perlons who act under their order. This ad-

vantage I never enjoyed, as may be perceived by what I have had oc-

cafion to fay of it at different times ; and, not to touch yet upon the af-

fairs of the finances, which was at that time an ocean without bottom

or fhore, I defire the reader juft to caft a look upon the different per-

plexities which mufl be met with, without examining foreign affairs ;
•

* cabal of difaffedted people to watch narrowly, and, if poifible, to

break ;
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break ; a religious difpute to terminate, a powerful party to fatisfy, and 1 ççS.

a general fubordination and fcheme of government to eftablifh and caule u-~v—
to be obferved. Things were in fuch a ftate, that of all thofe officers

of war and police, of the finances, judicature, and the king's houihold,

of penfioners, and thofe that received falaries from the ftate, nothing

more was known than that their number was infinite, and that there

was a neceffity for learning their names, and marking them all in a re-

gister, in order to fupprefs part of them.

The affairs of war were in the utmoft diforder, the regulation of

which did not, as may poffibly be thought, depend upon the difband-

ing part of the troops ; there was a neceffity for taking cognizance of •

all the towns and fortrefles, mod of which were fo near deftruction,

that upon this account, as well as to leffen the number of garrifons

that were fupported in France, thofe that were ufelefs were to be de-

moliihed ; which could not however be done till after the death of

thofe perlons from whom it would have been dangerous to take away
the governments of them.

The marine alone might have furnifhed bufinefs enough for one

minifter for a great number of years; for this part of the ftate, which
requires fo much application, does not make a very rapid progrefs ;

it can be derived only from that quiet and fplendor which a kingdom
gains by peace and a good government *. It is not to be imagined to

what a degree the marine, and the commerce that depended on it, had
been neglected in France. I agreed with the king, that this eftabliihment

fhould be begun at the foundation ; that the fea-coafts fhould be vifit-

ed, and ports examined, in order to take meafures for repairing them,

That the fame ought to be done with thofe few difabled veffels and-

galleys that were yet to be found, till new ones could be built ; after

which, officers fhould be appointed, and failors and pilots fought for,

who might be ftirmilated to induftry by rewards : in a word, to fpare

a longer detail, that an abfolutely new marine fhould be created..

All this could not be performed but by degrees, and a little at a time.

The finances being that part of the body of the ftate which was moil
difeafed, required affiftance firft : the greatnefs of the evil may be

* " A nation muft be very powerful," " than in reafon." Teframent politique

fays cardinal Richelieu, after M. dc Sully, de ce cardinal, part. II. chap. ix. § 5, b.
* to pretendto this inheritance, (thepof- Cardinal d'Oilat, in fevcral of his letters,

" feflion of the fovereignty at lea) the advifes Henry IV. to put his marine on a
" titles to it being founded more in force new footing.

imagined,.
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imagined, by an inventory of the fums which were drawn from the ex-
chequer to bring over the heads and other principal members and cities

of the league to the king's party. This inventory has fomething cu-

rious enough ; it amounted to more than thirty-two millions of livres,

and is as follows *.

To the duke of Lorrain and other perfons comprehended in his

treaty, three million {even hundred lixty-fix thoufand eight hundred
and twenty-five livres : To the duke of Ma'ienne and others compre-
hended in his treaty, together with two regiments of Swifs, whom
the king took upon himfelf to pay, three million five hundred and
eighty thoufand livres : To the duke of Guife and others compre-
hended in his treaty, three hundred and eighty-eight thoufand livres :

To the duke of Nemours and others, three hundred and feventy-eight

thoufand livres : To the duke of Mercœur, for Blavet and other towns

of Brittany, four million two hundred ninety-five thoufand three hun-
dred and fifty livres : To the duke d'Elboeuf, for Poitiers, &c. nine

hundred and feventy thoufand eight hundred and twenty-four livres :

To meffieurs de Villars and the chevalier d'Oife, for Rouen and

Havre, comprehendinglikewife the indemnifications granted to the duke
of Montpenfier, maréchal Biron, the chancellor, &c. three million

four hundred feventy-feven thoufand eight hundred livres : To the

duke d'Epernon and others, four hundred and ninety-fix thoufand

livres : For the reduction of Marfeilles, four hundred fix thoufand

livres : To the duke of Briifac, for Paris, &c. one million fix hun-
dred ninety-five thoufand four hundred livres : To the duke of

Joyeufe, for Touloufe, &c. one million four hundred and feventy

thoufand livres : To monfieur de la Châtre, for Orleans, Bourges, 6cc.

eight hundred ninety-eight thoufand nine hundred livres : To mef-

fieurs de Villeroi and d'Alincourt, for Pontoife, &c. four hundred fe-

venty-fix thoufand five hundred and ninety-four livres : To monfieur de

Bois-Dauphin and others, fix hundred and feventy-eight thoufand eight

hundred livres : To monfieur de Balagny, for Cambray, &c. eight

hundred and twenty-eight thoufand nine hundred and thirty livres: To
meffieurs de Vitry and de Medavy, three hundred and eighty thoufand

livres : To the fieurs Vidame d'Amiens, d'Etournelle, marquis de Tre-

nd, Sefieval, du Pêche, Lamet, &c. and for the cities of Amiens, Ab-
beville, Peronne, Coucy, Pierrefont, &c. one million two hundred

fixty-one thoufand eight hundred and eighty livres: To the fieurs de

* Here the old Memoirs have an error, in the calculation, of about one hundred

thoufand livres.

Bella n,
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Bellan, Quionville, Joffreville, du Pêche, &c. and for Troyes, Nogent, i 598.

Vitré, Chaumont, Rocroy, Chateau- Porcien, &c. eight hundred thirty *—

-

~m

thoufand and forty-eight livres : To meflieurs de Rochefort, and for

Vezely, Macon, Madly, 6cc. four hundred fifty-feven thoufand livres :

To meflieurs de Canillac, d'Achion, Lignerac, Monfan, Fumel, &c.
and for the city du Puy, &c. five hundred forty-ièven thoufand livres :

To meflieurs de Monpezat and de Montefpan, ccc. and for lèverai ci-

ties of Guienne, three hundred and ninety thouland livers : For Lion,

Vienne, Valence, and other cities of Dauphiny, fix hundred and thirty-

fix thoufand eight hundred livres: To the lîeurs de Daradon, la Pardieu,

Bourcanny, Saint-Offange, for Dinan, ccc. one hundred and eighty

thoufand livres : To the lieurs de Levifton, Baudoin, and Beauvillers,

one hundred and fixty thoufand livres.

I should terrify my readers were I to mew them that this fum
made up but a (mail part of that which was demanded from the ex-

chequer, both for the French and foreigners, under the title of pay,

pennons, loans, arrears, ccc. and that the total of all thefe fums, after

making fome deductions, amounted, by the computation I made, to

near three hundred and thirty millions of livres : this calculation I

would lay down here, but that I think it will appear more properly

when I fhall treat of the difcuflîon of all thefe particulars.

Here was a large field difplayed for the labours of a fuperintendant

of the finances ; but the difficulty was, where to begin ; the exorbi-

tancy of the itate-debts demanded an increafe of the taxes ; but the

general poverty a diminution of the old : and every thing being well

conlidered, I even found it for the intereft of the prince, that the cries

of the public mifery fhould be heard. It is not poflible to give ajufl

idea of the dreadful condition to which the provinces were reduced,

especially thofe of Dauphiny, Provence, Languedoc, and Guienne ; the

theatres of long and bloody wars and outrages, by which they were
wholly exhaufted. I granted, over the whole kingdom, a remiffion of
the remainder of the fubiidies of 1596, which were yet to pay *

; a

proceeding that necefiity, as well as char'ty and juitice, demanded.
This gratuity, which gave the people time to breathe again, w:is

the lofs of twenty millions to the king ; but it facilitated the payment

* Together with the arrears of preced- taxes ; fome of which bo:ids, according to

ing years, for which private perlons had le Grain, liv. vii. being feven years back-

I

i- .ii their bonds to the receivers of the warJs, were declaed null and void.

Vol. I. S s s cf
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1598. of the Subsidies of 1597, which had been othervvife morally im-
«
—

-v

—

> poffible.

After this relief I endeavoured to procure the country people as

many more favours as I was able, being itrongly perSuaded, that it could
not be the fum of the thirty millions, which was raifed every year in

a kingdom So rich and of fuch extent as France, that could reduce it.

to the condition I now faw it in ; and that the fums made up of ex-
tortions and falfe expences, mull certainly infinitely exceed tholè which
were brought into bis majeSty's coffers'. I took the pen, and refolved

to make this immense calculation. I faw, with a horror which gav
new force to my zeal, that for thefe thirty millions that were given to

his majefry, there were drawn from the purfes of the Subjects, I al-

moSt blulh to fay it, one hundred and fifty millions * : the thing ap-
peared to me fo incredible that I could not believe it, till with great

indultry I convinced myfelf it was true. After this, I was no longer

ignorant.from whence the calamity of the people proceeded, at a time
when, although commerce was interrupted, industry flopped or per-

fected, the farms neglected and without value, and every other kind
of wealth diminished ira proportion, they had been obliged to furnifh

a fum lb much beyond their abilities, which had been forced from them
with the utmoSt violence.

I then, applied my cares to the authors of this opprefïïon, who
were the governors and other officers of the army, as well as the civil

magistrates and officers of the revenue ; who all, even to the meaneSt,

abufed, in an enormous manner, the authority their employments
gave them over the people : and I caufed an arret of council to be

drawn up, by which they were forbid, under great penalties, to ex-

act, any thing from the people, upon what title foever, without a

* This fum, exorbitant as it is, will " prodigality here. She lofes more, in my
not, however, appear exaggerated, if we " opinion, than thofe kingdoms that pre-

confider, that befides the ordinary expences " tend to rival her lay out in their ordi-

of levying it, which were at that time éx- " nary difburfements." Upon this he re-

ceffive, the people haft ft ill a great number lates a good faying of a Venetian ambaffa-

of other impofitions and exactions to bear. dor ; to wit, that to render France happy,
" For France would become too ridi, he wifhed no other, than that fhe knew as

" fays cardinal Richelieu,Teft. pol. partit, well how to expend the money fhefquan-
" chap. ix. § 7. and the people be in too dered without reafon, as his republic did
" flourifhing a condition, if the public not to fpend one fingle farthing without
''• money, which other ftates expend with ocoafton and the greateftgood hufbandry.
M ceconomy, were not fquandered with

warrant
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warrant in form, beyond what they were obliged to on account of

their fhare of die tailles and other iublidies fettled by the king ; the

treafurersof France being enjoined to give information of all contrary

practices, on pain of being anfwerable for them themfelves.

This arret was a check to the greedinefs of all thefe petty extor-

tioners, but railed a furious refentment in them againft me ; and not-

withstanding there was fomething mameful in expreiiing it, yet many
of them made loud complaints of me, as if I had in reality ftripped

them of their lawful porTeinons. The duke d'Epernon was the firft

who explained himfelf on this head, and ventured to come to a quar-

rel with me about it : the mortification he had fuffered had not lef-

fened the fiercenefs and infolence of his temper. The Provencals had
often blefled the moment when he quitted their province : no people

could be more miferable than his variais, and thofe that were too near

neighbours to his lands ; he railed every year, at their cxpence, a revenue

of above fixty thoufand crowns.

The members of the council, to whom this arret gave as much
pain as to the duke d'Epernon, informed him of the day when it was
to be palled ; and he nattered himfelf he mould be able to prevent it.

Accordingly he came, and took his feat in the council"*; and addrelfing

* The quarrel which is here fpoken of " him, Sir, you have treated me as if I

happened on Monday the 26th of October, " were fome petty tax-gatherer. No, re-

1598, at the chancellor's, where the conn- " plied the duke d'Epernon, you will

cil was held. " The duke d'Epernon " find, that I am not come hither to give
" having told M. de Rolhy that he was " you any opprobrious language» I am
** not obliged to wait upon him at his " not a perfon to be ufed fo, fays I\I.

" houle, valuing his quality at a very high " de Rofny, interrupting him: fuch treat-

" rate; the latter made anfwer, with an air " ment I would not bear from any man
" of rodomontade, That he was defcended " alive. I did not intend any affront, fays

" fromonéofthe oldeft families in France. " M. d'Epernon. I am glad," returns Ms
" Yes, Sir, replied the duke d'Epeanon, " de Rofny, affecting to take his anta-
" if vou will allow that there is fome dif- " gonift's laft words as an apology, that
" ference betwixt you and me. Having " you dij not affront me. I gave nobody
" mentioned his fword, and taken occafion " any affront, replied theduke d'Epernon 5

" to raife the profeffion of arms above all " and were even that the cafe, I carry
" others, M. de Rofny returned, That he " about me what will give fatisfadtion to
" likewife had a fword, and knew how " perlons of my own rank, and to others
" toufeit. To which the dukcd'Epernon " according to their ftations. It

" replied, That he did not doubt that. " probably, after thefe laft words, which
" The chancellor then interpofing paci- " were very provoking, that both of them
" ried them : whereupon they began to " clapt their hands to the hilts ol

" talk a little more coolly ; whenM.de " fwords. The chancellor and the other
" Rofny, reluming the difcourfe, faid to " counfellors had often interpoied, and at

S s s 2 himfelf
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1 598. himfelf to me, made a companion, with great arrogance and contempt,
J of the manner in which he fupported the honour of his name, with

that in which Idifgraced mine, by the new trade I had taken up. To this

impertinence I replied without any equivocation, by declaring to him,

that every way I thought myfelf at leaft his equal. This plainnefs

threw d'Epernon into a rage, inftead of that infulting calmnefs he had

affected at firfl ; and he proceeded to menaces, which I heard with no

more patience than the reft. I anfwered him with great fpirit : he

replied in the lame manner : and, without further explanation, each

of us laid his hand on his fword. If the perfons who were prefent had

not thrown themfelves between us, and forced us to go out of the

council at oppolite doors, a very uncommon fcene would have been

acted in the place where this debate happened. Our quarrel being re-

lated to the king, who was then at Fontainebleau, his majefty was fo

well pleaied with the zeal which on this occafion I lhewed for juftice,

that he wrote to me that fame hour with his own hand, and praifing

my conduct, offered to be my fécond againft d' Epernon, to whom
he faid he would fpeak in fuch a manner, as to prevent him for the

future from giving me any more infults of that kind. D'Epernon

" length partad them." The 8055th

volume of MSS. de la Bibliot. du Roi,

fiom which I take thele particulars almoft

word for word, relates them, with fome

other funilar cir-cumftancss, to fhow the

hafty and proud temper of the duke de

Sully: and at the fame time the whole of

this account is given us in fuch a manner as

is not at all favourable to him. Le Grain
has alfo this fadt in. his eye in what I am
going to quote. But tho' he agrees, that a

minilter ought, above all things, to have a

great regard for moderation, yet he cannot

forbear justifying M. de Sully :
" How

•' was it poflible» fays he» that he fhould

" retrench fo many penfions and falaries

" of officers who did no fervice for them,
" refute fo great a number of perfons that

" preffingly claimed and demanded re-

4i wards, and have a.watchful eye over the

" many counfels that were given the gran-
" dees of the kingdom, which counlels he

" often turned to the Ling's advantage-,

•* yndto their great diffatisfadtion, without
" being inverted with a very cxtenfiveau-

' thority, and (hewing at the fame time a

**> lofty iuperciliyus carriage ? The king

" too would have it fo, to the end that
" all might be on an equal footing, till

" he had difcharged his duty towards his

" kingdom and enriched it : for which.
" reafon fubjeiSts ought not to murmur.
" And in as much as the king teftified hÏ3

" approbation of all M. de Sully's ac-
" tions, when his majefty declared to
" fome of the great ones that wanted to

" quarrel with him, thathe himfelf would
" be his fécond ; we are not at liberty to

" canvafs fuch proceedings, nor injure his

" majefty s memory after his death, nor
" the duke de Sully's honour during his

" life, feeing he acted nothing but for the
" fervice of his mafter. God grant,"

adds this writer, after (hewing the wif-

dom and necefiity of the king's conduct,

and that of his minifter, " that this trea-

" fure may be preferved with the fame
" care that it has been acquired." Liv. vii.

I thought.this remark neceffary to be made,

as in the fequel of thefe Memoirs I (hall

adduce a great many other examples, like

the difpute we have juft now feen men-
tioned..

perceiving.
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perceiving the king was greatly offended with him for this proceeding,

afked my pardon in the prefence of his majeity, who obliged us to

embrace each other.

Besides thofe revenues which the princes of the blood, with the

king's inter at their head, and the officers of the crown had contrived

for themfelves, the people were farther incommoded by the manner of

their collecting the revenues. There was not one of thefe perfons who
was not a penlioner of the king, under the title of their employments,

rewards, gratuities, or treaties made with his majefty on their

returning to their obedience to him ; and, by an effect of the licen-

tioulhefs of the part times, it was cuftomary for thefe officers, inftcad

of addreffing themfelves to the trcaftirer of the exchequer for the pay-

ment of their penfions, to pay themfelves out of the produce of the

farms upon which they had alignments ; fome upon the tailles, fome

on the excife, others upon foreign commodities, the crown lands, five

large farms, efcheats, tolls of rivers, comptables de Bourdeanx, patents

of Languedoc, Provence, etc. The king had no other means of paying

more confiderable debts which he had contracted with foreign princes,,

namely, the king of England, the count Palatine, the duke of Wirtem-
berg, the duke of Florence, the Swiis Cantons, the republic of Venice,,

and the city of Strafbourg. His majefry paid in the fame manner thoie

penfions that policy required he mould allow foreign princes and com-
munities ; for France has always made herfelf a voluntary debtor to<

all Europe : from whence it happened, that all thefe different creditors

fct up new farms for their profit, in the midlt of the king's -, they had
their commifTaries and accountants among thofe of his majefty's, and

who applied themfelves with equal induftry to pillage the people. Cer-

tainly there never was a more dangerous, and at the fame time a more
ihameful abufe, that every one, and particularly foreigners, mould be

thus fuffered to concern themfelves with the revenues of the flate ; and'

monopolifers of all nations multiply uluries and extortions in the mofF
audacious manner *, and, with impunity, arrogate to themfelves part

of the royal authority.

Nothing fcemed tome more necefTary than to ftrike fuddenly at

the root of this evil, by a fécond declaration ; in which all the foreign-

* This abufemuft have drawn after it extirpate it ; inftead of accufing him of ac

fome confequences of fo ruin >us a nature, haughty behaviour and ftern temper, with-
'' i lot too much blefe theme- out which it would have been impoflible

moryofhimwhohad the c >urage tocharge for him to have accornpliihed it..

bimleli with tib public odium, .entirely to-
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ers, and natives, princes of the blood, and other officers, were for-

bidden, on pretence of any claim, title, or debt whatever, to levy-

money upon the farms, and other revenues of the ftate ; and were en-

joined to apply to the exchequer only, for the payment of their pen-

lions, arrears, &c. I faw, unmoved, the ftorm which fuch a decla-

ration could not fail of railing againft me : in effect, the arret was no
fooner publifhed, than every place refounded with the clamours of the

lords, and chiefgatherers of taxes; from whofe complaints and excla-

mations, it mould feem that they had been reduced to beggary, when
they were only brought back to the conditions of their original agree-

ment, and had their payments transferred to different funds. The king,

who had great fenlibility in his temper, was moved at thefe complaints,

and could not fuppofe them to be lb unreafonable as they were ; he was

apprehenfive that my zeal had probably carried me to commit fome

imprudence ; he therefore lent for me, and as foon as I approached,

" Ah ! friend, faid he to me, what have you done ?"

It was not difficult for me to convince his majefty, that I had acted

upon principles of juftice and regularity ; thatit was not fit his finances

mould have any longer ib many mafters, nor fo many different mort-

gages ; that the farms would produce him an income twice as great,

as foon as their value fhould be raifed by being in his hands, and that

this profit had not before accrued to the different proprietors, but to

their agents and clerks ; and laiYly, that whenever this was done, it

was not depriving them of what was their own, but taking away

profits which they had no right to. The king comprehended the

juftnefs of this proceeding, but he was perplexed about the difcontent

lie muff neceffarily give to Sir Thomas Edmonds, agent to the queen

of England ; a certain German, factor to the duke of Wirtemberg ;

Gondy, farmer to the duke of Florence ; and laftly, the conftable, his

godfather ; the moft diftinguilhed perfons in his court ; and his own
lifter.

I in treated his majefty to fend for fome of them, to whom I

might fpeak in his prelence. The conllable was but juft gone out of

his apartment : he was called back :
" Well, godfather, faid the king

" to him, what complaint have you againft Rolhy ?"—"I complain,

" fays he, that he has put me upon the level with the common people,

" by taking from me a poor little affignment which I had in Langute-

" doc upon a tax, of which nothing ever came to you." I anfwered

the conllable with great civility, that I fhould be the firft to acknow-
ledge
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ledge myfelf guilty, if it had been my deiign that he mould lofe any 1 5

9

S .

tiling. I alkcd him what profit he made of this impoft, knowing *—-v

well that he was one of thele perfons from whom the contractors ex-

acted the higheft price for their fervices. Monfieur de Montmorency
anfwered my queftion ; and I aftured him, that he might depend on

being paid the whole fum. " 'Tis well, faid he ; but who will pro-

" mife me that I fhall be paid exactly as I now am ?" " I will, replied

" I, and will give you his majefty for fecurity, who fhall never turn

" bankrupt, I promife you, at leaft if he fuffers me to manage his

** revenues as I propofe to do ; and I will be counter-fecurity to him,
" becaufe I expect, that if I make him rich, he will be lb kind to me
" that I fhall never break."

The conftable, who was a plain honeft man, was pleafed with my
anfwer, and fincerely approved my fentiments ; he even confeffed to

me, that he had let out the impoft in queftion for only nine thoufand

crowns a year, out of which he was obliged to give two thoufand to

the treafurer. " All this I know, replied I, and I am refolved to give

** you the nine thoufand crowns entire ; yet the king fhall have
" eighteen thoufand, and there will ftill remain four thoufand for me."

The conftable was amazed ; he was not willing to own he had been

fo greatly impofed upon ; while the king in the mean time laughed

heartily. However, the next day I brought a perfon to his majefty,

who in his prefence took this farm at fifty thoufand crowns, in the name
of the ftates of Languedoc. The king offered to affign me, upon this

fum, the four thoufand crowns, which I had only propofed in jeft.

I refilled it, and told his majefty, that the diforder in the finances,

which I was endeavouring to remedy, having moftly proceeded from

the eafy temper of the deceafed king, in appropriating his farms to

the gratuities he beftowed on thofe about him, as well financers as

others, they would infallibly fall again into the fame inconveniency,

if it was not made a cuftom for men of bufinefs, who ferved his majefty

ufefully, to receive their rewards only from his hands. The "king

agreed that I was in the right, and I loft nothing by it, for having

procured twelve thoufand crowns to be advanced upon this farm, he

lent Beringhen with a prefent of four thoufand to me.

T satisfied all thofe perfons who were in the fame fituation as the

conftable ; and, indeed, what could be more realbnable, than that his

majefty fhould himfelf receive his own revenues ? As for all the reft,

whole intereft made them deaf to arguments fo convincing, I gave

4 myfelf.
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1598- myfelf no more trouble about them. By this article, the revenues of—v——
' the crown had an addition of fixty thoufand crowns.

This trouble was flight, compared with that which I found in lay-

ing open the tricks of the traders : the mod likely means I could think

of to accomplish it, was to procure fuch a general and exact account

of the finances as I have mentioned ; but here lay the difficulty : I

was not fatisfied with that which I drew up, as has been obferved, in

the year 1596, for 1597 ; nor even for the year following, altho' it

was much more exact than the others, becaufè I was under a neceffity

of regulating my calculations according to the reports, and by the ac-

counts of the intendants and treafurers ; from all whom, without ex-

ception, notwithstanding the caution I ufed in chufing them for this

purpofe, I had reafon to expect artifice and fraud. I therefore went

to work again this year : I collected all the commiffions of tailles fent

to the feveral diftricts, and all the edicts by which money was raifed

throughout the kingdom : to thefe I joined the tariffs made in confe-

quence of thefe edicts, and the leales and under-leafes granted by the

council to the firfl and fécond farmers : I compared all thefe pieces

according to the knowledge which my former work had afforded me
in this matter ; and at laft I thought that I had come for once to the

bottom of the bufinefs : there were fome abufes in the ordinary com-

miffions of the tailles ; thefe, however, were the leaft ; there were

much greater in the extraordinary commiffions granted before-hand for

the enluing year ; but the chief enormities appeared to arife from the

under-leafes : the farmers that took them from the council, and the

treafurers of France, whom the farmers employed, fingered twice as

much as had been affigned them ; and as thefe farmer-generals granted

under-leafes of under-leafes, the feries of under-leafes proceeding with-

out end, produced a multiplication of charges, endlefs likewife, and

afforded no other advantage than that of maintaining in profufion thofe

who did nothing to deferve it ; firft, the gentlemen of the council,

then the farmers, and the reft of the fubordination, who kept the trade

a profound fecret into which they had been once initiated.

I was tranfported at this difcovery ; and by the authority of the

king, to whom I had told it, I ftopt the produce of the tailles paid

upon extraordinary commiffions, and, without having any regard

to them, fent word to the receivers, that they fhould account for

it as for any other money, and fhould immediately remit it. I an-

nulled for ever the under-leafes ; and ordered, that for the future

every
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every part of the revenue fliould have only one farmer and one receiver.

Great were the clamours on this occaiion ; but the moil difcreet

amongft the farmers, knowing that thefe murmurs only ferved to make
them be taken notice of, and finding that by the fuppreffion of a great

part of the contractors, places were likely to become fcarce, came in

haite to look for me, and took the fame farms again upon their own
account ; with this difference, that their profit came to the king, the

value of the farms being douUed *.

In proportion as my work was improved by my experience, I

brought my general ftate of the revenues towards perfection ; it then

came into my mind to go on no longer by the forms of accounts, fuçh

as the receivers had drawn up themfelves, but to fend them fome con-

trived by myfelf; in which I endeavoured to have every thing clear, and

drawn up to the minutelt particular. When they were returned to my
hands I examined them over again with the utmoif accuracy, noting the

flighted: inadvertence or omiùïon j fo that there was foon nothing at

all left out, even in the leaft and moil oblcure parts of the revenue, be-

caufe every thing was to be julHfied by the writings which I ordered to

be brought along with it, and which I compared with the utmoft

attention. Thus I blew up all the mines of the receivers, which
were very numerous, fuch as, pretended differences, bad money, draw-
backs, immunities, privileges of office, payments of rent, charge of

carriage, fees to judges, and cofts of auditing accounts ; all thefe, and

more, were very commodioufly ufed to the advantage of the commif-
fioners, becaufe nobody had given himfelf the pain to rate, according

to their real value, all thofe particulars which, being thus fwelled be-

yond their bulk, fwallowed up a great part of the fum received ; and

the people of the council, who ought to have examined them, knew
the advantage of this jargon. So little care was taken of the accounts

of the receivers, that a man often quitted his employment, charged with

vaff. fums of arrears, which afterwards funk into oblivion. I put an end

* Tho' we are more and more convinced took, had apparently given hopes to expect,

of thejuftice of this, to wit, that the king We fhali have occafion to enter into this

fhould take for his advantage all poffible matter at fome greater length, when our
fhare in the profits of his farms and other author comes to fpeak of the farming of
revenues ; yet wc find, it feems, and that the tailles, and other imports, which is the

with fome ground of reafon, that fince the true caufe of all the difficulties that are to

duke of Sully's time, there has not been be met with in attaining to the end he
made, in this refpect, all that progrefs propofed, and which all the minifters after

which his views, and the great care he him have endeavoured to reach at. .

Vol. I. T t t to
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to this cuftom : I obliged thofe who came into office to enquire after

the men that had gone before them, and ufed the only method that

could have any effect upon them. As long as any arrears remained,

they had no other fund for their falaries and allowance. They then

knew very well how to hinder thefe little bankruptcies, inftead of fa-

vouring them as they had hitherto done.

Several paymasters, and particularly thofe of the chamber of ac-

counts, upon whom alignments are mod frequently granted, had the

ingenuity to contrive ways of tiring out thofe who brought the align-

ments, by frequent delays, till they were content to take part of the

money granted them, and to give an acquittance for the whole. I

ordered that no payment mould be kept back ; and that no money
mould be taken for prompt payment. This prohibition put an end

to all the accounts of the repayment of money payable by the pre-

cepts of the chamber, and to the multiplicity both of accounts and
charges, by which the king's money was ftolen to an incredible degree.

From this time we had a clear infight into the finances, and confufion

was at an end.

When the general urate, of which I have been fpeaking, with the

regulations and different models were drawn up, I went to read them
before the council, in the king's abfence. I eafily perceived that my
collègues were offended at my diligence, and at my neglecting to de-

fire their affiftance in my work. However, they contented themfelves

with anfwering me drily, and in a jetting manner, that my fecretaries

had an eafy time of it with me : thefe papers were indeed all written

with my own hand*. But as foon as I had left them, they acknow-

ledged that my labour had been infinitely great and exact ; and that it

would be in vain for the future to pretend to hide any thing from me.

Two days after, when hismajefty was prefent in the council, I read thefe

papers again ; upon which he afked them their opinions of my ac-

counts. They allowed them to be very right, and laid, that for a foldier

I was extremely expert in bufinefs. I know not whether it was they

who were the authors of a piece of (lander that was current about that

time, namely, that I had employed
-f-
Du-Luat to write a book, in

* The prefent duke of Sully preferves, the mufeum which his tafte for the fciences

as a choice curiofity, a great part of thefe induces him to r.ugment daily ; and thefe

manufcripts, with many other originals of are, in fadt, fo many glorious monuments

M. de Rofny's, which he takes pleafure to of his illuftrious family.

ihew to fuch°as vifit him : he looks upon f Ange Captl, the fieur Du-Luat. There
them as one c-f the principal ornaments of is mention made in vol. 8778 des Maau-

wbich,
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which, under pretence of giving a new view of the finances, I railed, 1598.

without charity or rcferve, ?.t his irujefty's beft fervants. The king af- < *"—-

»

fured me, that all the endeavours of my enemies Ihould never alter his

friendlhip for me. In effect, his majeity, from that moment, behaved

to me in fuch a manner, as to make me look upon him rather as a

friend than a matter ; he interefted himfelf in all my concerns, (lured

in all my joys, and bore a part of every affliction.

I should be doubly ungrateful if I concealed the obligations I re-

ceived from this prince : with regard to the finances, they were not

confined to the fupporting all my proceedings with the utmoft refo-

lution (as it happened when the mayor and aldermen of Paris re-

fufed to communicate their accounts to me, under pretence that they

had no connection with the council of the finances) nor in preventing

all my defires, or with the gentleft goodnefs confoling me under diffi-

culties, as he generally did, by propofing himfelf for an example : his

knowledge and his advice, especially in relation to the finances, had

often been of great ufe to me; and I candidly confefs, that without it

I mould have in vain attempted an enterprize fo difficult as a refor-

mation in them: moft part of my defigns were hinted by him*j

and I keep, with the greateft care, whole memorials written, although

very long, with his own hand, upon fubjects which equally employed

us both.

After this I ought to own, with the fame fincerity, that moft of

thofe praifes which were given to the administration of affairs in the

reign of Henry IV. ought with juftice to revert to him. Others would

have ferved him with equal abilities and as much fidelity as me ; for

it never happens that good fubjeefs abandon their king ; it is the king

who abandons good fubjects. The great difficulty will ever be, to meet

with a prince, who in a minifter capable of managing his affairs, leeks

not for one who will comply with all his inclinations, and footh all his

paffions ; who uniting great wifdom to great penetration, calls none

ferits de la Bibliot. du Roi, of a book in manner bewitched the duke de Sully, his

which he gives many uieful hints to the mailer, with a genealogy, in which he

members of the council with regard to derived his pedigree from the houfe of

the finances: this, no doubt, is the book Courtenay. journalduregnedcHenrylll.

our author means here. Du-Luat is re- printed in 1720, torn. II. p. 477.
prefented to us in the Remarks on chap. ix. • M. do Perefixe, p. 225. hkewile ai-

de la Confcflion dc Sancy, as a quick, fures us, that Henry IV. hud thoroughly

ready, and agreeable flatterer, who in a ftudied the fubjeâ of the fin^ices.

T t t z to
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to thofe employments but perfons whom he knows to have as much
rectitude as capacity ; in a word, who being poflefTed of great abilities

himfelf, has not the weaknefs to envy that advantage in another. This

jealoufy of merit in a fovereign, which fuppofes, however, that he is

himfelf mafter of fome degree of it, creates in one fenfe more diforders

in a ftate, than the hatred he is known to have of particular vices can

do good.

When I quitted Brittany I left there regulations for the finances,

differing according to the nature and privileges of that province; and

afterwards fent thither the fieur de Maupeou, mafter of accounts, as

well to enforce the obfervation of them, and raife the value of the farms

in that province, as to haften the payment of the money for which I

had fettled a fund. I likewife fent, for the fame purpofe, Coefnard,

auditor of accounts, to Poidtou, and Bizouz to Champaigne. I appoint-

ed Champigny over the toll of the rivers in the diftrict of Orleans and

Touraine. But for this time I have faid enough of the finances.

I will now proceed to incidents of another kind, which by their

Angularity rendered this year remarkable. It is yet a queftion, of

what nature that illufion might be which was feen fo often, and by

fo many perfons, in the foreft of Fontainebleau : it was a fpectre *',

furrounded with a pack of hounds, whofe cries were heard, and who
were feen at a diftance, but vanifhed when any one approached near

to it. A whale was taken on the coaft of Holland, eighty feet in

length
-f-.

The Tiber overflowed in fuch a manner as to throw down

* Perefixe mentions this apparition, and the king's horfes, after his return from

makes it fpeak with a hoarfe and frightful hunting. Bongars, epift. 184. ad Came-
voice, thefe words, AT attende* vous, or rar, tells us, with an air of gravity, that

M'entende* voasx or Amendez vous. He a- this was the ghoft of an huntfman that

fcribes. thefe vifions to the delufive arts of had been killed in thatforeft in the time of

forcerers o- zr.i'i fpirits, ibid, part III. See Francis I.

likewife journal de Henry IV. and La t See the defcription of this monftrcus

Chronologie Septennaire,ann. I599,where fifh in the Chronologie Septermaire, p. 17.

it is faid, that the king and his court, who and the account of this overflowing of the

laughed at this apparition as a fable, faw it Tiber, in cardinal d'Olfat's letters, p.

one day diftin£tly among the bu&es, in 365. " It was greater .(fays he) than

the fhape of a tall black man ; which fo " any recorded in hiftory ; fo that the

• frightened them, that the beft was he that " whole plain on which ftands the citv of

could fhew the lighteft pair of heels. P. " Rome was under water a pike's h ight

Matthieu affures os, toin. II. p- 2Ô8, that " in the ftreets and houfes ; and that not

one day, at Fontainebleau, the duke of " one among a hundred could go to hear

Sully, having heard the noife of it, came "• mais on Chriftmas-day. This
'

down, imagining it was the flumping of " tion did ineftitaable damage," &c.

great
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a great number of houfes, and laid part of the city of Rome under i re

water. A report was fpread in Europe, that the Jews, thro' hatred of '
—

-y

the Chridians, had offered the grand fignior five hundred thoufand du-
cats to deftroy the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem.

But the mod: intereding event, and with which this year wa9
clofed, was the death of Philip II. king of Spain, after differing, for

the fpace of eight or nine months, fuch agonizing * torments, as a

principle of piety only could have enabled him to fupport with that

patience he fhewed for fo long a time : however, this heroifm of his

was quite loft upon the vulgar. When they reflected, that thro' his ava-

rice and ambition he had almoft drowned the new world with the blood
of its miferable inhabitants, and on his own fubjects exercifed equal

cruelties, except taking away their lives, they looked upon thofe infec-

tious ulcers with which his whole body was covered, to be not fo much
a natural accident, as the effect of divine vengeance. He left a will

behind him, which, in my opinion, is too curious a piece to be paffed

over in filence ; it is not certainly known whether he dictated it in his

illnefs, and gave it with his own hand to his fon, or whether it was
found after his death, with his other private papers, in the box that he
had put into the hands of Chridopher de Mora, his favourite ; but this

circumdance, of fmall importance in itfelf, is likewife of no confe-

quence towards proving the authenticity of this piece, which is clear

from many others. The copy that fell into my hands was fent me by
the lame perfon who fent one to the king ; this was Bongars, his nia -

jedy's agent to the protedants in Germany, who had it from the land-

grave of Hefiè, and that prince from the cities of Venice and Genoa ;

and it is in every reipect lo exactly conformable to thofe which were
fent into different places, that it removes all doubt of its being forged

by fome of his catholic majedy's enemies -(-.

* " For two and twenty days together and religious fentiments under it. Mat-
" there was, fays Perefixe, a flux of blood tiiieu fays, that he had no lei's than feven
" from all the veffels of his body ; and a filhilas on two fingers of his right hand;
" little before his death impoftumes that and he afcribes this terrible difeafe to the
" broke in his breaft, from which there debaucheries of his youth. He died on
" continually ifTued fo great a fwarm of Sunday, September 13.
" vermin, that all the care of his atten- f Notwithftanding what M. de Sully
" dants could not deftroy them." Ibid. fays here, the piece which in his Memoirs
M. de Thou, Ik. c\x. adds to this a dy- is intituled, Teftament du R:i d'E^agnei
fentery, tenesmus, dropfy,&c. and he gives is neither the genuine latter will of that

as moving a delcription of the deplorable prince, nor even a faithful extract of it i

condition of this prince, as of his patience which may eafily be difcovered, by ccm-|
In

5°9
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In this piece Philip begins with a candid enumeration of all the faults

he had committed, and places at their head his chimerical fcheme of

univerfal monarchy, the abfurdity of which he earneftly endeavours to

make his fuccefibr fenfible of, by his example, and by that of Charles V.
his father, whofe instructions he adds to his own, altho' he confeffes he
had not profited by them. To this will he joins the memoirs which
had been left him by that emperor*, to the end that Philip III. might
always keep them together. The emperor Charles V. being in the

flower of his age, and of a healthy and vigorous conftitution, mafter of
Spain and Germany, covered with glory and elated with fuccefs, formed
the defign of fubduing the Infidels, and reuniting all the powers of
Europe, as well as all the religions, to his. After many years fpent in

fruitlefs attempts, he quitted his crown, and with it all his chimerical

projects. Philip II. his fon, fuffered himfelf to be taken in the fame
ihare, and Succeeded (till worfe, which he was defirous his fucceffor

mould know. The difference of religions, laws, and manners among
the Europeans ; their almoff. equal knowledge of the art of war, the

great number of ftrong cities with which Europe is filled, and which
made as many long and painful lieges neceffary ; the inconftancy of the

feveral nations, who are always ready to obey the firfr. comer, who of-

fers to affilf them in repelling a domination which it had taken immenfe
labours to eftablifli ; all thefe Philip reprefented as unfurmountable ob-

flacles to fo great a defign.

He acknowledges that he had not been always of the fame opi-

nion ; that the impetuofity of youth had prevented him from making
thole prudent reflections at firfr, and that afterwards two great victo-

ries, and the divifions which tore the kingdom of France to pieces,

contributed to continue his infatuation, and to make him reject with

difdain all the offers that had been made him for an advantageous peace.

And as he thought he had reafon to fear that his fon would not make

paring it with the particular and circum- the precaution that is commonly ufed in

ftantial one which M. de Thou gives us, writings defigned to be made public. As
liv. 120. But it might happen that this to the fubftance thereof, it is given in the

writing, which was likewife called In- Chronologie Septennaire, in the fame

Jiruiiion du Roi d'Efpagne à fin fih, might manner as in thefe Memoirs, only in a

really have been a fecret, and have nothing different ftyle and order,

more in common with the will and tefta- * M. de Thou finds nothing in the laft

ment of this prince, than its being drawn, will of Philip II. comparable to the wifdom
as is evident, in the fame fpirit, and in of the difpofitions, and the dignity of ex-

conformity to the fame maxims, without premon, (hewn in that of Charles V.

a better
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a better ufe of his underftanding, it was by a declaration of all that a 1598.
ridiculous ambition had made him unwifely undertake, that he fought »—-* J

to cure him.

He therefore acknowledges as a fault, his having endeavoured to get

himfelf declared emperor of all the new world ; he accufes himfelf of

a defign to invade Italy upon frivolous pretences; to conquer the king-

doms of Great Britain and Ireland, a project which in fix years had coll

him twenty millions in preparations only for a fleet with which he ex-

pected to overwhelm this power : this was the fleet called the Invin-

cible Armado, which, however, was reduced to nothing, at one flxoke,

in 1588, as foon as it fetout; to bring the Low Countries into fubjec-

tion ; to overthrow the French monarchy, by taking advantage of the

weaknefs of the laft king, and prevailing upon his fubjects, efpecially

the ecclefiaftics, to revolt ; and laftly, to deprive his own uncle Ferdi-

nand, and Maximilian, king of the Romans, his nephew'*, of the em-
pire. He obferves, that thefe intrigues coil him above fix hundred

millions of ducats -j- ; a proof of which, he tells his fon, he would find

in the accounts which he left in his cabinet, drawn up and written by

himfelf. He blames himfelf lefs for his profufion of money, than that

of human blood, which he caufed to be fhed : and indeed the confefll-

on he makes, that he had facrificed twenty millions of men to his lull

of dominion, and laid more countries wafte, than all thole he pofiefl'ed

in Europe, is enough to raife horror in every mind not wholly diveikd

of humanity.

What has been the effect of all this ? This is the reflection which he

propofes to his fon. Providence, as if it had thought itfelf concerned to

prevent fuch wicked defigns from lucceeding, caufed him to lofe Ger-

many, by thejealoufy and hatred of his own relations; England, by

the winds and ftorms ; Ireland, by the treachery of its inhabitants,

whom its great diftance fecured from his refentment ; France, by the

initability of the people, and their averfion to a foreign domination 5,

* " Philip II. was called, The devil of Cure only which he fpent in Flanders,
" the fouth, Dumancm vuridianum, be- Tern. II. liv. ii.. p. 266.
" caufe he troubled ill Europe, in the J In the genuine latter will of Philip II.

" fouth of which Spain lies." No.es fur is an article with regard to Henry IV. the

la Henriade. omillion of which in our Memoirs is fufli-

+ P. Matthieu fays, that the Indies cient to prove, that the piece to which this

yielded to the king of Spain two hundred name Is given is fuppofititious ; and that is,

and ûxty millions of gold in the fpace That this prince being troubled with (Iron-

of fixty-four years; and that he might remorfe of confcicncc for the ufurpation of

have conquered all Turkey with that ttea- the kingdom of Navarre, recommends to

and
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and laftly, by the great qualities of their king. So that the mighty
preparations he had made, and the torrents of blood that had been
ihed, procured him no other advantage than the acquifition of the little

kingdom of Portugal to his dominions.

After this, Philip made a more particular application of thefe

inftructions to the peribn and fituation of the heir to his throne ; and
reduced to the following articles the politics from which no king of

Spain ought ever to depart, and Philip III. lefs than any other, on
account of his tender age : thefe articles were, firft, To maintain with
France the peace which Philip II. himfelf hoped to have concluded

before his death, and this as well in confideration of his own intereft

and quiet, as out of regard to his people : To keep up a good corre-

ipondence with the pope, and to ftrengthen it by having always a

great many cardinals in his intereft : To be upon friendly terms with

the emperor and his family ; neverthelefs, not to fuffer the pennons to

pafs through his hands, which his interefl: required he fhould continue

to the electors, princes, and prelates of Germany, in order to keep

them always attached to him by thofe largeffes ; at the fame time to

take care to foment divifions amongft them, which would afford him
the means of turning to his advantage thofe opportunities that time

might produce for acquiring the empire : To be more vigilant on the

fide of Germany, as there is a greater multiplicity of interefts in the

northern countries than in any other place. Poland, Denmark, and

Sweden, were powers from which he thought there was little to be

apprehended; the firft, not only on account of its diftance, but becaufe

tbe policy of the princes its neighbours, as well as its own, being mif-

taken, made the king of Poland rather the minifter than the mafter of

his fubjecls : the two others, by reafon of their diftance likewife, join-

ed to their poverty and unfkilfulnefs in war, were as little to be feared.

He took care not to fay the fame with regard to France, England, and

Flanders, which he confidered as powers very formidable to Spain,

and againft which he recommended it to his fon, to be always upon
his guard.

his fon what had been before recommend- and Ferdinand and Ifabel to Charles V. . .

.

ed to himfelf by his father, namely, to In this manner to refer the executing of a

caufe this point to be carefully examined difpofition known to be juft, to a fucceflbr

by the moft able lawyers, in order to re- who, one might be allured, would pay no
ftore the crown to its rightful owner, if regard to it, is what M. de Thou calls an
it fhould come out lb, according to equity. impudent trifling with the Deity.

Charles V. had faid as much to Philip II.

With
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Wj ru refpecf to England*, his advice was, to neglect nothing to

prevent the three crowns which comprifc the Britannic ifles from be-

ing placed on the lame head; an event which this able politician, from
a lpirit of prediction, mentioned as very near; and for that purpole

not to regret the money which was diftributed in thofe iilands to

make partifans, and to continue filling them with fpies, but of ano-

ther fort from thofe that were then there, whole fidelity Philip II.

thought he had reafon to fufpect. To cultivate carefully thofe divi-

lions which a diveriity of religions might produce in that ftatt', as

well as in France: he confidered thofe which the league gave rile to

amongft us as things now ftale and uleleis, lince we had a king of Hen-
ry's capacity: but to give occafion for many other civil difcords in each

of thofe two fiâtes, and efpecially fuch as might keep them in war
againrt each other, or at leaft in diftruft and fufpicion, which might be.

done, by favouring the pretentions of one upon the other, to which
their mutual hatred naturally incited them. To confider as the greateft

misfortune imaginable, that ftroke which fliould join the United Pro-

vinces, and thofe two powers already united amongft themfelves, in one
common intereft; lince from thence muft naturally refult a power ca-

pable, fays he, of fubjecling fea and land. To find means to exclude all

the princes of Europe from the navigation of the two Indies, an at-

tempt which could meet with no obftruclions but from thofe three

powers; and lels from France than the two others, becaufe me had no
marine ; a new motive for gaining poffeffion of the Low Countries,

and yet more of England.

However, amidft all thefe counfels that Philip gave his fucceffor,

he never advifed him to enter into any war, not even with the rebels

in the Low Countries, but earneftly diffuaded him from it. The con-
duct he recommended to be oblerved with the Provinces was, to grant

a general pardon there; to require nothing of the people but that they

fliould acknowledge the Spanifh authority; to watch the behaviour of
the governors, minifters, and officers, that were maintained there; not

to continue them too long, nor to give them a too abfolute power,
becaufe they would be the perlons whom they would have the moll

reafon to fear, if ever they entertained a defign of heading the party.

* They alfo make him fay at the point " with the Englifh, and war with all the

of deaih when fpeaking of England, Patent " reft of the world."
cum Anglo.) betlum turn reliquis, " Peace

Vol. I. U u u Ie,

5'3
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If, however, Spain could not avoid engaging in a war, Philip was not

willing that his fucceffor fhould be deprived of that knowledge which

experience had given him in that refpedt. He apprifed him, that if

he propofed not to fink under it, he muft not undertake a war but in

fuch favourable opportunities as might, from time to time, prefent

themfelves, fuch as, changes in the government, civil diifentions, faults

or neceihties of the fovereigns, &c. This maxim of Philip, that a prince

fhould make himfelf acquainted even with the moft particular inclina-

tions of the princes his neighbours, is fo true, and of fuch varc impor-

tance, that no change fhould ever happen in the fiâtes about him, but

what he fhould be prepared for, and in readinefs to take advantage of

that inftant. He concluded this article by fhewing the new king, that

he is anfwerable for his actions at the tribunal of a God who judges

wars, and, unhappily, not by the fame rules which warlike princes lay

down for themfelves.

After thefe maxims, which regarded only the government abroad,.

Philip proceeded to thole which he thought necefiary for the govern-

ment at home. He held it jufl, that a king of Spain, having nations

under his command, between whole cuiloms and manners there

was as great a difference as diftance in their realms, fhould fludy

to govern each according to their reipeclive character, and all with

gentlenefs and moderation: That he fhould be acquainted with the

talents and difpofitions of his counfellors and feeretaries, and chufe them

himfelf: That he fhould likewife expedite all his difpatches, and ren-

der himfelf expert in the ufe of cyphers, that he might not expofe a

fecret of conlequence to be betrayed by a confidant: That he fhould

be careful to feek for men of honour and fufhcient abilities to beflow1

employments upon : That he fhould avoid giving any perfon any great

caufe of complaint, efpecially thofe of high quality ; he obferved, that

the prince, his eldeft ion *, had fuffered by it; and that he mould

make a jull diflinârion between the ancient and the new nobility, in

order to advance the lafl, as being generally fufceptible of pure and'

diiinterefled fentiments : That he fhould lefien the number of the per-

lons that were employed in the revenues, admin iflration of juftice, and

the officers of the houfhold; and recommended the fame conduce to

be obferved with regard to the ecclefiaflics; to which he added, that

* Don Carlos, prince of Spain: it was gaining over the afFeclions of the grandees

by order of his father that he loft his life; than treating them with contempt.

and it appears that his crime was r.uher

they,
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they, sus well as others, ought to contribute to the neceffities of the 1598.
ftajte, not only becauic they could better afford it, on account of their *—-v—

—

riches, but likewife becau'fe it became necefiary for them to do lb, if

they would not forfeit the refpect that was due to their character, by

luxury, lloth, and impiety, the ordinary fruits of great riche?, and the

indolence in which they lived; but that he fhould increafe the num-
ber of merchants, hufbandmen, artifts, and foldiers; by whole indus-

try, labour, and frugality alone, a Hate is fupported againft the ruin

with which it is threatened by the diffolutenefs of the other ranks.

All principles, which, like thefe, tend to maintain fubordination and

ceconomy in a ftate, againft corruption and diforder, merit praife from
whatever mouth they proceed.

Philip clofed his will with the article relating to domeftic difpo-

fi liens. He enjoined his fuccefibr to fulfil the promifes and other

claules of the infanta his filler's marriage. lie propofed a match for

the young king, in which he had already made fome advances, and

privately regulated all the articles, which he informed him he

would find in the hands of Loo. He obferved, that no king ever

loved his father's favourite; yet, notwithstanding, he would propofe

Chriftopher de Mora for his confidant, who had been his own. Phi-

lip III. chofe rather to prove the truth of the obfervation, than comply
with the requeft, and gave Mora's place to the marquis of Doria. He
required, as an inftance of refpedr. due to the memory of a father, that

all thofe perfons to whom he had given employments fhould be con-

tinued in them; but he expreffed himfelf in fuch a manner with re-

gard to this article, as fhewed he rather wifhed than hoped for a com-
pliance with it. He recommended to his fon the doctors Ollius and

Vergius, who had attended him in his illnefs. He mentioned Antonio

Peres * as a dangerous man, with whom it was necefiary he fhould be

reconciled; and afterwards not to permit him to ftay either in France,

Flanders, and efpecially Spain, but in the ufelefs country of Italy.

Philip concludes this piece with a fhort maxim, To love God, to en-

deavour to be virtuous, and to proiit by the precepts of a father. It

* Antony Peres had been chief minifter maxim was one of his, which includes a

to Philip II. with whom he fell into dif- deal of" meaning in three words, name-
grace for reafons which have no manner ly, Roma, Ccvfcjo, Piolago ; that is to fay,

of relation to the fubjed of thefe Memoirs : To gain over the court of Rome, compofe
he retired to Paris, where he died in 161 1. the council of proper perfons, and to be

He was a great politician, and a man of mafter at fea.

\cry confidcrable parts: ^he following

U u u 2 muft
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muft be confeffed, that in this piece there are likewife many more
ftrokes of * piety and resignation to the will of God, who he faid had
in mercy chaftiled him in this life rather than the other.

The firft of thefe articles which was executed by the king of Spain

was that relating to his marriage with the arch-duchefs of Gratz-j-:

he fent immediately after the death of his father to demand her in

marriage; and in the beginning of the year following fhe fet out for

Spain, accompanied by her brother, the arch-duke Albert, with whom
fhe landed upon the coaft of Marfeilles, for the benefit of that air.

The duke of Guife, who was governor of the province, having notice

of it, fent to let the king know of her arrival, and received orders to

give this princefs a very honourable reception; his majefty deftined

fifty thouland crowns to be expended for that purpofe, and ordered

them to be paid at Marfeilles. I was upon the point of fending thi-

ther, to direct how this money was to be difpofed of, either La-Font,

or another of my domeftics, who was only a footman of my wife's, a

man of low ftature and a mean figure, but in whom I had difcovered

fo much capacity, fidelity, and prudence, that I thought I ought to

endeavour his eftablifhment: but there was no occafion for it, a per-

fon I had upon the fpot was fufficient: for the arch-duchefs, notwith-

standing the inftances that were made her by the duke of Guife and

the city of Marfeilles, would not enter any of the great cities, to avoid

the ceremonial, but ordered tents to be fet up upon the fhore, where
fhe retted and heard mafs; the arch-duke, indeed, was fo devout as

to vifit the churches at Marfeilles, but went to them incognito, and

without any train; and after kifling the relics, returned without either

eating or drinking.

This marriage united the two branches of the houfe of Auftria by

a double tye, the deceafed king of Spain having already, on the 5th

of May the preceding year, married the infanta Ifabella, his daugh-

ter, to the arch-duke Albert, who, for that purpofe, had diverted him-

felf of the cardinal's purple. This princefs had, in appearance, a very

large portion, fince it was made up of no lefs than the feventeen

* " He ordered his coffin to be brought count of all that this prince faid and did in

" him, which was made of copper, and his laft ilfnefs, the hiftory alfo of his pub-
M

.1 death's head to be laid upon a beaufet, lie and private life.

M with a crown of gold by it ;" fays la f Margaret of Auftria, daughter to the.

Chronologie Septennaire, where, aim. arch-duke of Qr.'.'.z.

1508. we may find,, together with an ac-

provinces
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provinces of the Low Countries, Franche-Comté, and Charolois : but

the additional claufes that were interted, that this new fovereign fliould

be excluded from any commerce in the Indies, and not fuffered to per-

mit in his ftates the exercilè of any religion but the roman catholic,

without which the donation was made void, reduced it, in effect, to

nothing, by the difficulty he would find in obliging the Flemings to

accept of fuch hard conditions.

The arch-duke, till he could go in perfon to Flanders, to remove

all thefe obftacles, fent the high admiral * of Arragon thither, in the

quality of his lieutenant-general, who performed fome actions on the

frontiers of Germany; and afterwards his coufin, the cardinal André,

who iffued out many edicts, but without effect. The houfe of Au-
ftria began to think there was danger in delays; therefore the arch-

duke went himfelf into the Low Countries, taking with him his bride,

on the 5th of September this year; the remainder of which was fpent

in threatening on his fide, which likewife produced nothing; fo that

there was a neceffity for coming to open force: and this was the be-

ginning of that long and bloody war between Spain and the Flemifh,

the progrefs and event of which I fhall take notice of each year.

At the fame time that the marriage of his catholic majefty was
celebrated in Spain, that of the princefs Catherine with the prince of
Bar -j~ was celebrated at Paris. It was upon this eftablifhment that

the princefs at length fixed her delliny, hitherto fo uncertain. During
the life of queen Catherine it was firit propofed to marry her to the

duke of Alençon; but Henry III. would not confent to it, on account

of the hatred he bore to his brother. Afterwards, they talked of giv-

ing her to Henry III. himfelf: but this the queen-mother oppofed,

through the averfion (he had to~the family of Navarre. This princefs,

in her turn, refufed the old duke of Lorrain, becaufe he had children

by a former marriage. The king of Spain demanded her, on condi-

tion of a Uriel: union between the king of Navarre and him, which
the firft of thefe princes would not hear of. The princefs was after-

* Confult the Ch-onoIogieSeptennaire, duke of Lorrain, after the death of his

both as to thefe military expeditions, and father, Charles JI. " The king gave his

as to all that is here faiil of the marriage of " fifler, at her marriage, three hundred
the king and the infanta of Spain, for the " thoufand crowns of gold for her por-

vear 1598, 1599. Matthieu, ibid. p. 298, " tion," fays the hiliorian Matthieu, ib.

&c. p. 378.

t Henry, duke of Bar, who became

wards



MEMOIRS OF SULLY. RooicX.

wards fought by the duke of Savoy; but in circumfbnces wherein this

marriage might prove prejudicial to the protectant religion, and therefore

the protectants themfelves threw difficulties in the way. She would not

have the prince of Condé on account of his poverty; and refufed the

icing of Scotland, without giving any good reafon for it. The prince of

Enhalt made likewile his advances. And in thofe tranfports of anger

with which (he was fometimes animated againft the king her brother,

flie reproached him, that he would have thrown her into the arms of

three or four other princes, or, as fhe called them, gentlemen, for the

payment of their fublidies. Laitly, her inclination for the count of

Soillbns made her reject the duke of Montpenficr, who was a fuitable

match for her. At length, the neceflity of procuring an eifabl ifliment *

determined her to accept the prince of Bar.

This defigned marriage was no fooner made public, than the ec~

clefiaftics in general, and the French bifhops in particular, then

affembled at Paris, found, in the difference of religion of the two par-

ties, a reafon for hindering its conclufion, which they did not fuffer to

efcape them. The rirft meafure they took was to hinder, at Rome,
with all their power, the difpatching of the difpenfation, without which,

they imagined, it was not poflible to proceed to the declaration of the

marriage. In this refpect, they could not truft the care of their in-

terdis to one more faithful than d'Offat, who neverthelefs was fent

to this court to manage thofe of the king. But this is not the firft time,

nor will it be the laft, that this eceleiiaftic has fuffered from me,
and will again, the reproach of having not only exceeded but betrayed

his commiihon. If I may give credit to the memorial from Rome
which has been already mentioned, d'Offat, in the name of the whole
party of whom he was the infiniment, neglected nothing to diffuade

the pope from granting the difpenfation
-J-,

which he was particularly

* " Madame" (fays on the contrary the he refumed again, by order of the king,

Chronologie Septennaire, aim. 1599.) the making of new inftances on this head.
*' fhewed on her part, all the fatisfaclion He tells us, by the bye, the reafons upon
" imaginable . . . fhe ufed to fay, which the pope founded his refufal of the

Gratafupervenient qua: nonfuperabitur hora. denied favour: " His holinefs," fays he,
" For fhe was a lady that was very well " having told atFcrrara, M. Luxembourg
" fkilled in Latin." " and myfelf, when we required the laid

| Cardinal d'Oflht, in his letters, does " difpenfation, that he neither ought nor

not begin to fpeak of his negotiation for " could grant it, by reafon that one of the

obtaining the difpenfation in queflion, till " parties did not only not defire it, but
after the duke of Bar had come himfelf to " did not acknowledge him as the pa/lor

folicit it at Rome in the year 1600, when " of the catholic and apoftol-ic church,

employed
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employed by his majefty to folicit. Thcfe perfons gave his holinefs to

underftand, that if he continued firm in his refufâl to grant this favour,

it would produce two things equally to he defired; one, that the prin-

cefs would turn catholic ; the other, that fuch a change would be

thought by the proteftants an effect of the violence ufed to her by the

king her brother, for that purpofe, which would incfeafe the dillrufl

they already openly ihewed of his majefty, make them coniider Hii

their enemy and declared perfecutor, and bring on, at length, that in-

terline war which, according to them, was lb much to be defired, for

the interdis of the holy father and the true religion.

The clergy did not flop here; they made remonflranees fevere

enough to merit the title of threats. His majefty had the complaifance

to liiten to them, and permitted a conference to be held, in which
doctor Du-Val on one fide, and the minifler Tilenus on the other, en-

deavouring to fupport their caufe, debated with much heat, and,

in my opinion, to little purpofe; though each boafted afterwards, that

he had vanquilhed his adverfary. I fpeak as one who was a witnefs

5 J 9

')<)

" nor as having any power to grant a dif-

" [un fation; and in like manner, did not
" believe that marriage was a facramenr,
'• nor that itwas unlawful even for coufin-
" germans to intermarry. Thcfereafons
" of the pope, t Jds he, {till continue in

" force." And on every occafion, indeed,

he fo enforces them by all the t
1

.

arguments imaginable, that there is no
reader but muft conclude, that a man, who
was fo thoroughly perfuaded that the pope

could not in conference confent to the

difpenfation, infilled on it very faintly ; and

endeavoured to oblige the courts of France
and Lorrain, by all poilible means, to pro-

cure previoufly the converfion of tiie prin-

eefs; without which, according to him,
this affair could never be brought to ahappy
iffue. However, we may fee, on the other

hand, that M. d'Offat executed the king's

erders, and was even beforehand with his

malter in that refpect, with fo much afli-

duity, fidelity, and zeal, that we mull, from
his letters, be obliged to do him the juftice

to own, that he ferved his majefty, even
in contradiction to his own real feiuiments,

as much as polhbly he could, A proof of

this, which alone preponderates ever}' other

conhderation, is, that in fpite of all thcfe

obftacles, he at length obtained, a long time
after, it is true, this difpenfation which he
had defpaircd of. I find in all this cardi-

nal's letters a great deal lefs foundation for

the fécond motive that is here afcribed to

him. in order to lay before the world in

the grois, that which will be difplayed by
piecemeal in its own time, my opinion con-
cerning this prelate's fentiments on all the

different fubjects whereon he is attacked,

Jways to the conjectures that

may be drawn from his letters, is this :

He loved the king's perfon: he thought
there was no good policy that could be in-

dependent of religion : he was prepoffeffed,

tha' the interests of the latter are no where
in fuch fate hands as in thofe of the pope,
the jefuit , and all fuch as had maintained
it in the days of the league. He did not
at all like Spain, much lefs the houfe of
Auftria, or the duke of Savoy; and he
had an utter averfion to thecalvinifts. Sec
on the fubject of the difpenfation, p. 480,
492, 519, 596, 615, 701, 717, 72:, 75 s,

769, ccc.
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1599. of the difpute, for I fuffered myfelf to be drawn along with the crowd
—"'V' J which ran thither, as to a very interesting Spectacle. I did not come in

till toward the conclufion, when the two difputants were beginning to

l3nk under the fatigue. I know not for what reafon they were defnous

of making me play the part of a judge upon this occafion; probably

becaufe they were informed I had been employed by his majefly to

draw up the articles of marriage between the princefs Catherine and
the prince of Bar.. They were beginning to repeat to me all the points

of a difpute, which had already taken up lèverai hours ; but I ear-

neflly intreated them to fpare me either this trouble or this honour, tel-

ling them, that if two fuch learned men had not been able to recon-

cile the canon and decrees of the pope with the holy fcripture, or to

prove that fuch a tafk was impolTible, it could not be expected that

fuch an ignorant perfon as I fhould be equal to it; and this was really

my opinion.

This conference not having produced all the effects the clergy ex-

pected from it *, and finding likewife that they Succeeded no better at

Rome, they declared, that nothing mould be capable of prevailing

upon them to give their content to this marriage. Little regard would
have been paid to this; but as there was a neceliity for getting a

bifhop to perform this ceremony, and that all thofe gentlemen held

together, hence arofe an obflacle, upon which they founded their laft

hopes.

In this perplexity the king was advifed to have recourfe to the arch-

bifhop -j- of Rouen, from whom, being his natural brother, and ob-

liged to him for the bifhopric, more complai ànce was to be expected;

befides, his majefly, as well as all France, knew this prelate to be not

very fcrupulous (to fay no more) in matters of religion. However,
upon the firfr. propofition made him by the king, the archbifhop, like

a devout rebel, overwhelmed him with citations, as often ill as well

chofen, from the holy fathers, the holy canons, and the holy fcriptures.

* This conference was held in the pre- complifh her converfion, though he made
fence of the lady Catherine: " But," fays ufe of threatenings, faid one day to the

the Journal d'Henry IV. " becaufe the duke of Bar, " My good coufin, 'tis your
" doctors of the Sorbonne made ufe of- " bufinefs to break her."

" fuch fubtil and fcholaftic terms as the + Charles, the natural fon of Antony of
" faid lady did not at all underltand, the Navarre by mademoifelle de la Beraudiere
" calvinift minifters eafdy perfuaded her de la Guiche, otherwife called la Roiiet,
" to continue in her religion." Perefixe who was. one of the maids of honour to the

fays, that the king not being able to ac- queen-mother.

The



Book X. M E M O I R S O F S U L L Y. 52

The king, aftonifhed, as may be well imagined, at fuch uncommon t -go.

language from a man who generally talked of quite different matters, *——
"v—

«

could hardly hinder himfelf from laughing in his face, afking him,
by what miracle it was that he had become fo learned and confcien-

tious ? Suppofing, however, the archbilhop might be wrought upon
by ferious arguments to comply, he tried their efficacy; but finding

him frill untraceable, he grew angry, and reproached him with big

ingratitude. " Since you carry it fo high," added Henry, refuming his

firil air of pleafantry, " I will fend you a great doctor, your ufual con-
" feffor, who is wonderfully fkilful in cafes of conscience. " This
great doctor and director of confciences was Roquelaure, an old com
panion of monfieur de Rouen's, and an actual (harer in his debauches
by whofe intreaty he had obtained the archbifhopric. The prelate

underflood perfectly well the meaning of this little threat; and the em-
barrafment he appeared to be in was a proof that he was under fome
apprehenfions of thofe great advantages which an accuftomed famili-

arity would give Roquelaure over him, without the addition of thole

which he derived from that wit which all the court acknowledged to

be free, ingenious, and fruitful in the molt happy tallies ; and the

archbilhop himfelf was not often guilty of carrying too far the refpect

due to the epiicopal character.

The king having quitted monfieur de Rouen, fent for Roquelaure.
•* Do you know, Roquelaure," laid he to him, " that your archbifhop
" takes upon him to play the prelate and doctor, and would quote the
" holy canons to me, which I believe he underftands as little of as you
" or I ; however, by his refufal my fitter's marriage is ftopped: there-
** fore pray go to him, and talk to him as you ufed to do, and put him
" in mind of part times."

" By the Lord, fire," replied Roquelaure, " this is not well done of
" him; for it is high time, in my opinion, that our filter Kate fhould
" tafte the fweets of marriage. But pray, fire, tell me what reafons this

" fine fellow of a bifhop gave you for his refufal ? he feldom has much
" better to give than myfelf. I will go to him and teach him his duty."

He did not fail to perform his promife. " What is this I hear,
" archbilhop ?" faid he, as foon as he entered his apartment :

" they tell

" me you have been playing the coxcomb; by the Lord, I will not lurrer

" it ; it derogates too much from my honour, linoe every one lays you
" are governed by me. Know you not that at your entreaty I became
Vol. I. X x x " your
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59g. " your fecurity to the king, when I prevailed upon him to give you

TY"""-*'
" the archbilhopric of Rouen ; therefore 1 defire you would not make
" me out a liar, by continuing thus obftinately to act like a fool : this

" might do between you and I, who are often feen quarrelling at dice,

" but llich difputes muft not be thought on when our mailer's fervice

" and his abfolute commands are in queftion."

" Merciful God!" replied monfieur de Rouen, " what is this you
" would have me to do, Roquelaure? What! muft I make myfelf ridi-

** culous, and fuffer the reproaches of all the other prelates, by an aclion

" which the whole world agrees is unjuftifiable, and which every one
" of the bifhops to whom it has been propofed by the king has refuted ?"

'« Hold a little, pray," interrupted Roquelaure: " there is a widediffe-

" rence between them and you ; for thofe men have puzzled their

" brains fo much about Greek and Latin, that they are become fools—
" and you are the king's brother, and obliged to obey all his commands,
". without any hefitation : the king did not make you an archbifhop to

v preach to him, and quote the canons, but to do whatever his fervice

" required : if you continue this perverfenefs and obftinacy, I will ac-

" quaint Jeanneton de Condom, Bernarde l'Eveille, andmafter Julian,

" with the whole ftory : do you underftand me ? don't let me tell you
" this a fécond time : know, that nothing ought to be fo dear to you as

" the king's favour, which, together with my lblicitations, have done
" you more good than all the Greek and Latin of the others : By the

" Lord, it is a fine thing to hear you talk of the canons, of which you
" know as little, as of High-dutch." Monfieur de Rouen endeavour-

ed to perfuade him, that he ought to quit that ludicrous ftyle, which

was agreeable enough when he was in his youth ; and hinted fomething

concerning paradife to him. "How ! paradife !" interrupted Roquelaure :

" Are you fuch an afs to talk of a place where you have never been,

" where you know not what is doing, or whether you fhall be admitted

** when you attempt to get in, till another time !" " Yes, yes," faid

the archbiihop, " I fhall be admitted there, I do not doubt of it."

" You talk finely," faid his companion, prefhng ftill harder upon him.
" By the Lord, I believe paradife is as little defigned for you as the

" Louvre for me : but let us lay aiide a little your paradife, your
" canons, and your confcience *, and do you now refolve to marry

* There is fomething original in the fparcd fome expreflioos which favour a

turn of this converfation ; but the author little of libertinifm..

(ftighl very well, one would think, have

" die

4
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" the princefs to the prince of Bar; for if you fail, I (hall take from
" you three or four paltry Latin words thai you have always in your ^-""V J

" mouth ; farther the faid deponent knoweth not : and then adieu to

" the crofs and mitre; and, what is worfe, to your fine palace of Gail-
" Ion, and revenue often thoufand crowns."

Many other things paffed between thefe two men, which may be

gueffed at by this fample. Roquelaure would not leave the arch-

biihop till he had made him promife to marry the princefs, and ac-

cordingly he was the perfon that performed the ceremony *. I re-

ceived from both parties very magnificent prefeflts, in return for the

pains I had taken ; among others, a Spanilh horfe of great value, which
was given me by the duke of Lorrain : I lent him to his majefty, who
ordered me to keep him.

This was not the only occafion on which the clergv were againft

the king; they made a more reiblute and likewife a more important

oppofition againft the regiftering the edict of Nantes, which always

appeared to them a difficult model to digeft : as they had for almoft à

year held an affembly at Paris on this account, they had had time to

prejudice the parliament, and other fovereign courts, as well as the Sor-

bonne, againft this edicl. All thefe bodies, as foon as it was publifh-

ed, rebelled, and occalioned diforders that may be better imagined than

defcribed. It was the fubject of all difcourfe, every one applied him-
felf to criticife the piece, and to offer different arguments againft it, all

which were far from being juft, as well as the realbns the parliament

gave for not regiftering it: but that candor and fincerity I have propefed

to obferve here in matters that neareft concern me, oblige me to con-

fefs, that they were not abfolutely to blame.

For example, the proteftants, by one of the articles of the edicl,

were permitted to call and hold all forts of aifemblies, convocations, &c.
when and where they pleafed, without afking leave either of his ma-

* " The ceremony was performed one " pleafure it fhould be fo. This the arch-
" Sunday morning," fays theChronologie " bifhop at firft refufed, alledging, that

Scptcnnaire. . .
" The king came to fetch " the ufual folemnity ought to have been

" the lady Catherine, his hltcr, when fhe " obferved therein. To which the king
" was drcfled ; and leading her by t!ie " very learnedly made anfwei, That his
" hand into his clofet, whither her faid " pretence fupplied the want of all other
" future fpoufe had come before her, he " folemnitv, and that hia clofet was a con-
" ordered M. .. the archbifhop of Rouen, " fecrated place."

to marry them, &c. and that it was his

X X X 2 jefty
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1599. je fly or the magistrates ; and likewife to admit in them all foreigners

*-~"v * whatever, without acquainting any fuperior tribunal ; as alio on their

fide, to be prefent, without licence, at the aflemblies which were held

amongfr. the foreigners. It is very plain, that a point as abiblutely

contrary to all the laws of the kingdom, as prejudicial to the authority

of the king *, the right of the magiibracy, and the utility and quiet of

the people, could not have been obtained but by ftratagem ; and it

was upon this point likewife that the enemies of the protectants infill-

ed chiefly, in the feveral remonflrances they made to the king, each al-

ledging thofe arguments in which they were mod: interested. The
parliament remonitrated, that this article completed the ruin of their

authority, which the clergy had already confined to fuch narrow limits,

as well as the king's (for it was pretended, that thefe two authorities

were fo clofely connected that they could not be feparated) that if

appeals againft the irregular exertion of ecclefiaftical authority fhould

be taken away, they would have only the (hadow of any power. The
clergy and the Sorbonne complained of the fuperiority this conceflion

would give the proteftant over the catholic church in France, which
had never been poflefled of fo large a power in its jurifdiction; and this

was certainly true. Laftly, they enumerated all the bad confequences,

which this abfolute independence of the French huguenots might pro-

duce;, either amongft themfelves, or their afibciations with all the ene-

mies of France in Europe.

The king had not yet examined the edict with care : all he knew
of it was from a flight reading, in which he had, doubtlefs, glanced

over this claufe, or probably wholly omitted it. The furprize he
difcovered to thofe who talked to him in that ftrain, (hewed he had
been deceived; and he promifed them to confider it attentively, and
give them an anfwer. When they left him, he immediately fent for

* " This point," fays le Septennaire, with that of F. Matthieu, torn. II. ]iv.

" the maréchal de Bouillon had managed if. p. 280, & feq. fo that the article of the
" with fome perlons, who perhaps were edict of Nantes, which was fo warmly
" not aware of the danger of it ; but the contefted, being apparently the eighty-
" fie 11 r Berthier, who was agent for the fécond, is at prefent as difadvantageous to
•* clergy, and bifhop of Rieux, difputed the calvinifts, as it was formerly favour-
" it fo warmly with the maréchal, in the able to them ; fince it forbids them all ca-
" prefenccof the king, that after hearing bals, negotiations, intelligences, afiem-
" his rcafons, and in regard of the i'm- blies, councils, leagues, afibciations, either
M portance of the point itfelf, his majefty in or out of the kingdom, afleflments and-

^ ordered it to be erazed." Ann. 1590. railing of money, &c. without his majefty's

p: 66. This- account of M. Cayet's agrees exjrfeis permiffion.

snci.
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me, and (hewing me the edict, I concealed from him none of the fen- 1 599-

timents I have delivered here : I added, that by too great zeal to make u—v
-

that article advantageous for the proteftants, I thought he was doing

them a milchief, in that it would give large fcope for all the flander that

would be invented againft all the worthy men of the party, of their in-

triguing with foreigners againlt the ftate, or of fuffering themielves to

be fuborned. Henry, {till more confirmed in his opinion, lent me. back

with orders to prepare myfelf to llipport all thefe motives in the affera-

bly of the proteftants, which he would have to be called immediately ;

while he, in the mean time, went to demand an explanation of the

edict from thofe who had drawn it up.

Messieurs de Schomberg, de Thou, Calignon, and Jeannin (for

the king fent directly for them all four) were greatly difconcerted by

the reproaches the king made them of having abufed his confidence.

Schomberg and de Thou, in the name of them all, replied, that they

had been obliged to act in the manner they had done, by the threats

of memeurs de Bouillon and de la Tremouille, who declared, in the

name of the whole party, that if this article was denied to them, they

would break all agreement, and even commence war againft the ca-

tholics ; which fecmed to them of the utmoft confequence, the peace

with Spain labouring at that time under great difficulties. The king,

contenting himfelf with this excufe, ordered Berthier, fyndic of the

clergy, to report it to the affembly, and to add from him, that amongft

four perfons, to whom he had committed the care of drawing up the

edict, there being no proteftant but Calignon, he could not perfuade

himfelf that the three others would have given the proteftant religion

fuch an advantage over the catholic. The anfwer made by the biihops

(hewed plainly, that they had not the fame opinion of thofe three

gentlemen that his majefty had ; they were treated in full affembly as

falfe catholics, who in many articles agreed with the proteftants, and had

no fcruple about the reft. Whilft we condemn this fécond imputation *

* If a certain private converfation be " the point at which matters now (land,

true, which d'Aubigné makes the prefi- " andthe contenionswehave already made
tient de Thou to hold with the duke " you, the demands which you may make

de la Tremouille, when he was fent by " are not at their utmoft height

efty to the affembly of the calvi- " M. de Schomberg is a luthcran, and very

nifts, the fufpicions of the clergy would not " far from being a good calvinift ; as for

be ill founded :
" You have too much " my own pan, you (hall know the in-

" judgment," fays the prefident to him, " moft thought of my heart." Tom. III.

" not to know very well, that considering lib. v. ch. i. But it is very probable that

as
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1 599. as it deferves to be, we hull allow, that with regard to the fiift,

*-—v"—-' every thing made againit the writers of the edidl ; and that their re-

ply to his majeffy did not (o effectually deftroy the opinion that might
he conceived of it, as the iilence they obierved in his prefence gave it

fhength *.

The duke of Bouillon, however, had certainly thofe fentiments they

attributed to him. By endeavouring to come at the bottom of the af-

fair, I learnt that he had in reality difcovered an infurmountable
obftinacy : but was there no other means to make the others more
reafonable ? and then, what could he do by himfelf? If all the pro-
tectants were like the duke de Bouillon, what could the writers of the

edicl: mean by this blind compliance with their inclinations ? was the

king and the realm to be betrayed for neceffity ? as nothing could be
thought worfè than that by honeft and fkilful negotiators, they can
hardly be charged with fuch a notion. For my own part, I always

thought Bouillon the fole favourer of the projedtcontainedinthatarticle..

as he had been the author of it : he conlidered only himfelf, and difre-

garded others. I will now fhew the ultimate delign of all his politics.

The duke of Bouillon, in order to terminate in his favour the dif-

pute for precedency between him and the dukes and peers of France j

as well as the marechals that were more ancient than him, formed a

deiîgn to get his fovereignty of Sedan -j~ declared a fief of the empire.

But this prerogative was not to deprive him of all communication with
the proteftant French lords, otherwife he would lofe more than he
gained. The medium he thought upon to reconcile his intereft with
his ambition, was to have his church of Sedan comprehended in the

proteftant churches of France. This he did by means of the article in

queftion : mean time he would continue to make himfelf be treated

as a foreign prince.

Berthier came back to the king, to give him an account of the

difpofition in which he found the prelates of the affembly, together

with the refult of their deliberations ; which was to take from the four

d'Aubigné has related this converfation fo remarkable, that we cannot, in my
upon the credit of perfôris not to be de- opinion, fufficiently admire it in a pro-
pended on, as alfo fome other points of his teftant.

hiltory, which at that time drew an arret t Confult l'Hiftoiredu duc de Bouillon,

pf parliament upon that work. which we have quoted feveral times alrea-

* M. de Sully's luicerity in all this is dy, liv. v.

perfons
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perfons who drew up the edicl all cognizance of the affairs of religion;

and the dilputed article, and lbme others lefs eilential, fhould be mend-
ed ; which his majeily likewife promiied.

Nevertheless, the aflembly of the chief proteflants then at Paris

having been fummoned the day after that in which this agreement be-

twixt the king and the commiflaries was made, I received, as ufual,

a note inviting me to be there. I had left off going to thefe affem-

blies, ever fince I perceived that my prefence laid a reflraint upon three

or four of the leading men in it, and was good for nothing but to pro-

duce altercations. I deceived them, by prefenting myfelf at this. The
duke of Bouillon eaiily comprehended the defign which had brought

me there thus contrary to my ufual cuftom, and hinted as much with

an ironical feverity ; which Paniwered, by exculing myfelf on account

of the multiplicity of affairs that took up my time, and by feigning

not to know the occafion on which the prefent aflembly was held. I

gave no attention to the fullen air which the duke de la Tremouille af-

fumed, nor the expreflîon he let fall to intimate, that he was not per-

lliaded of the truth of what I laid ; but went and feated myfelf near

meilleurs de Moiïy, de Clermont, and de Sainte-Marie-du-Mont, who
informed me of the builnefs that was to be brought upon the carpet ;

alluring me, that the article which had made fo much noife was dilap-

proved of by almolt all the proteflants ; and that none but meilleurs de
Bouillon, de la Tremouille, du Pleflis, and fome ethers of the cabal,

infilled on it, in order to bring on a civil war. They could not obtain

their point, notwithstanding the tumults they had cccalioned, and the

clamours they made in the aflembly. When it taiie to the vote it was
carried againfl them, the contrary opinion prevailed,, and with realbn,

for the bell arguments were on our fide *.

* The edict of Nantes was at length " gold within : I will lock into your pa-

.lilicJ on Thurfday the 25th of Fehrua- " peri, and ahfwer them as favoural

ry this fame year, after many difficulties " lean." The following was the return

Ratted by the clergy, the univerfity, and he made to the parliament, when they

parliament. It was upon this occafion that came to make him remonftranees ;
" You

Henry IV. told the bifhops; " You have " fee me in my clofet, where I come to
" exhorted me concerning my duty ; let " fpeak with you, not in my royal robes,
" me now exhort you concerning yours : " nor with mv fword and other military
" let us excite a mutual emulation in each " habiliments on, as my predeceflbrs
" other, which of us (hall perform their " were wont, nor like a prince who-
" parts the belt. My predeceflbrs gave fou " is to receive an anibafladdr, but J.id

" good words; but I, with my grey jacket " like the father of a family, in his plain
M on, will fhew you good deeds: though " doublet, to fpeak familiarly with his

** I am all grizzled without, yet I am all " children ; what 1 have to fay 10 5 ou i-.,

Tin sî
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They likewife agreed upon fome qualifications with regard to two

or three other articles, in which the public good did not feem to be

fufficiently confidered. The juftice and mildnéfs of Henry's conduct

was acknowledged by every one. After the affair was thus fettled,

he explained his motives to the greater number ; and for the reft, he

thought only of hindering them from doing worfe.

He a&ed with the fame prudence with refpedl: to fome difaffefted

catholics, who being unwilling to appear openly themfelves, brought

one Martha Broffier, a pretended demoniac, in play, who was become

the object of the people's curiofity, who are always ftruck with the

marvellous, whether true or falfe. It is indeed furprizing, that a matter

lb ridiculous in itfelf, and which was even below the confideration of

the mob, fhould be talked of for a year and a half, and become an

affair of ftate : one half of the world fuffer themfelves to be dazzled

by every thing that feems to be fupernatural, and others are kept in

awe, not by the thing itfelf, but by the motives upon which it is

founded. Martha Brofiier met with many protectors among the clergy,

even as far as Rome, whither fhe took care to be carried. The king,

without any extraordinary notice, allowed * both the time and means

" to intreat you would regifter, with the
" ufual folemnities, the edict: which I have
" granted to thofe of the calvinift religion.

" What I have done is for the fake of
" peace, which I have concluded with the
" neighbouring powers around me, and
" would have the fame obferved within
" my own dominions." After he had told

them the reafons that induced him to make
this edicvt, he added; " Such as would hin-
" dcr my edict from paffing, are for war,
" which I will to-morrow declare againft

" the proteftants, but I will not carry it

" on, 1 will fend them to it. I made the
" edict, and would have it obferved : my
" will ought to be a fufEcient reafon ; for

" in an obedient ftate they never afk their

" prince any other. I am king, I fpeak to

" you as fuch, and I will be obeyed."

Peref. ibid, and Journal de Henry IV.

ibid. Sec alio in M. de Thou, and in le

Septennaire, ann. 1599. the feveral mo-
difications which were added to the edict

of Nantes, and all the conferences held

on this occafion.

* We have a very curious account of all

that relates to this pretended demoniac inM.
de Thou, at the beginning of book cxxiii.

ann. 1599- an abftract of which is as fol-

lows : One James Broffier, a baker at Ro-
morantin in Sologne, taking a diflike to

his own trade, turned conjurer, with a de-

fign to travel about the country with his

three daughters, Martha, Silvina, and Ma-
ry; the eldeft, who is the perfon fpoken

of here, had fucceeded fo well, by the in-

ftru£tions which her father had given her,

to counterfeit a demoniac, that fhe impo-

fed upon every body at Orleans and Cleri,

except Charles Miron, bifhop of Angers,

who found out the impofture, by putting

common water in the place of holy water,

and holy in the place of common ; by re-

peating a verfe from Virgil inftead of the

beginning of the exorcifm, and touching

her with a key inftead of his epifcopal cro-

fier. This did not hinder her from coming
to Paris, where fhe pitched on thechurchof

St. Genevieve for the fcene on which to fhew
herfelf to the people, who flocked thither in

neceffary



Book X. MEMOIRS OF SULLY. -529

neceffary to make itfelf known : after which, the whole trick, ended 1509.

in the general contempt of its authors and aclreifes. *-*.»»
v
-«..

The death of a great many perfons of diftinction afforded matter

for other difcourfe. The chancellor de Chiverney, Schomberg, and

d'Incarville; all three members of the council of finances, dying with-

in a fhort time of each other, occaiîoned a great alteration of affairs:

the feals were given to Bellievre; the office of comptroller-general,

which d'Incarville had poffefïed, was, at my folicitation, granted to

de Vienne; and that of fuperintendant of the finances was refiored in

my favour. Henry having fent for me to the garden of the Tuilleries,

where he was walking, told me that he was refolved to entruft the

care of the finances to one man only; and affuming a very ferious

manner, made me promile to give freely my opinion of that man,

when he fhould name him to me. Having allured him that I would,

he fmiled, and tapping my cheek, told me, that I had reafon to know
him well, fince it was myfelf. His majefty beftowed on me likewife

the poft of lurveyor of the highways, for which he fent me the pa-

tents, together with thofe of fuperintendant of the fortifications. And
Sancy, relîgning himfelf up to his ufual whims *", having thought

proper to retire from the council, and to give up the office of overfeer

of the works, the king added thefe employments likewife to the other

favours he had loaded me with. The appointments for the fuperinten-

dancy were fettled at the rate of twenty thoufand livres; thole of

great numbers. She impofed upon all the Paris: and this gave the king a deal of

credulous ccclefiafties, and upon the ca- uneaflnefs, who faw, that what enen s

puchins, who began to exercife her in he had remaining of the old league, did

good earneft; and even upon fomc phy- appear again Ion this occafion. Alexander

ficians whom Henry IV. had fent lo fee de la Rochefoucaut, lord of Saint-Mar-

her: though all the reft depofed formally tin, and count de Randan, even uhder-

againft her, efpecially Michael Marekot, took to revive this affair, by caufing Mzr-
one of the phyficians, who publicly con- tha to be fent to A\ignon, and thence to

vidted her of not understanding Greek or Rome, where (he gained Hill more par-

Latin, and having no greater capacity than tifans. But, unluckily for her, cardinal

what is common to herfex; and, in fhort, d'Oflat was there, who emplo I hi

of being an impoftor and arrant cheat. But fo effectually in this affair, that at 1<

notwithstanding all this, the ecclefiaftics Martha and all her family law them
and preachers knew fo well how to intereft utterly abandoned ; and they In ed and died

religion in this affair, and the pretended detpikd and quite miferable, Confult alio

demoniac played her part fo well, that the the other hiftorians.

arret of parliament, that enjoined her, as ' Jofeph S,.-.'

alio her father, to return home, how wife author, of M. >
' fanatic, arid

and reafonable (never it was, occasioned a; enthufiaftic rei

ftrange murmurings, and almoft a revolt in

Vol. I. Y v y lurveyi r
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1599. furveyor of the highways, and of Paris in particular, were ten thoufand

•-
,-

»
•—

' livres.

His majefty was fo well pleafed with this method of fixing the

rate of falaries, that he was likewife deiirous of regulating in the fame

manner the rewards he propoled to grant me, as well, he faid, to pre-

vent me from expecting a gratuity for every confiderable fervice I did

him, as to fparc himielf the trouble of caufmg all the prefents he

made me to be regillered, fince without that, I would not receive any

from him, however little their value was ; he therefore declared to

me, that all thofe rewards and prefents fhould for the future be com-
prized in one fettled gratuity which iliould be paid me the be-

ginning of every year, in the form of letters patents, regiflered by the

parliament; and afked me beforehand if I was fatisfied with the fum,.

which was fixty thoufand livres: adding, that it was his defire, that

with this money I fhould purchafe eftates, which I mould be at liberty

to difpofe of in favour of thofe of my children who made themfelves

mod worthy of my affedion, in order to keep them more firmly at-

tached to me. This goodnefs of the king's merited my moft grateful

acknowledgments. However, this regulation which I have mentioned

here was not made till the year 1600, and did not begin to take place

till the year 1601.

Mademoiselle de Bourbon * died likewife this year: and mon-
iieur d'Efpinac

-f-,
archbifhop of Lyons, who may be faid to have

tafted all kinds of fortunes; then madam la Connétable ; and after her

madam de Beaufort: thefe two laft deaths made a prodigious noife

every where, and were attended with a great iimilarity of very uncom-

mon circumfiances; both were feized with a violent diftemper, that

laded only three or four days; and both, though extremely beautiful,

became horribly disfigured, which, together with fome other fymp-

toms, that at any other time would have been thought natural, or

only the effects of poifon, raifed a report in the world, that the deaths

of thefe two young ladies, as well as their elevation, was the work of

the devil, who made them pay for that fhort felicity he had procured

them. And this was certainly believed, not only amongft the people

* She was daughter to Henry I. the able fervices to Henry IV. againft Spain,

prince of Conde, by his firft wife, the prin- torn. II. liv. ii. p. 308. where he gives an

cefs of Nevers, marchionefs de 1'Ifle, &c. elogium of his virtues. M. de Thou, on

t Peter d'Efpinac : he had been a great the contrary, reprefents him, in book ex.

partifan of the league : however, P. Mat- as an inceftuous and fimonical perfon.

thieu allures, that he had done confider-

generally
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generally credulous to a high degree of folly, but the courtiers them-

felves: lb prevalent at that time was the infection of trading in the oc-

cult fciences, and lb great was the hatred and envy to thete two ladies,

on account of the high rank they enjoyed.

This is what was related of the conftable's * lady, and (as it g
faid) by the ladies that were then at her houfe : She was converfing

gayly with them in her clofet, when one of her women entered in

great terror, and told her that a certain perfon, who called himfelf a

gentleman, and had indeed a good prefence, faving that he was quite

black, and of a gigantic ftature, had juft entered her anti-chamber,

and defired to fpeak to her about affairs of great confequence, which

he could not communicate to any but her. At every circumfbnee re-

lating to this extraordinary courier, which the woman was ordered to

defcribe minutely, the lady was ieen to turn pale, and was fo oppreffed

with grief, that (lie could fcarce tell her woman to intreat the gentle-

man, in her name, to defer his vifit to another time; to which he re-

plied, in a tone that filled the meffenger with horror, that fince the la-

dy would not come willingly, he would take the trouble to go and feek

her in her clofet. She, who was mil more afraid of a public than a pri-

vate audience, refolved at laft to- go to him, but with all the marks of

a deep defpair.

The terrible meflage performed, fhe returned to her company,

bathed in tears, and half dead with difmay; (lie had only time to (peak

a few words to take leave of them, particularly of three ladies who
were her friends, and to affure them that fhe (hould never fee them

more. That inllant (lie was feized with exquiiite pains, and died at the

end of three days, infpiring all who favv her with horror at the fright-

ful change of every feature in her face. Of this (lory the wife thought

as they ought to think.

Madam de Beaufort was the weakeft of her fex with regard to

divination; (he made no fecret of her confulting with aftrologers, and

always had a great many of them about her, who never quitted her;

and what is mod furprizing, although (lie always doubtlef ,
paid them

well, yet they never foretold her any thing but what was difagree-1

* Louifa de Budos, fécond wife to daughter tu James dc Budos,

Henry, Conftable de Montmorency, was Portes.

Y v y 2
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able*: one faid, that fhe would' never be married but once; another,,

that fhe fhould die young; a third, that (he mould take care of being
with child ; and a fourth, that (lie fhould be betrayed by one of her
friends. Hence proceeded that melancholy which opprefled her, and
which fhe could never afterwards get rid of. Gracienne, one of her
women, has fince told me, that fhe would retire from all company to

pafs whole nights in grief, and in weeping on account of thefe pre-

dictions.

Being then far advanced in her pregnancy, many perfons will be

at no lofs to guefs the caufe of this misfortune which attended it. She
was already greatly indifpofed both in body and mind, when, at the

latter end of Lent, fhe was defirous of making one of the party with
the king at Fontainebleau: fhe ftaid there but a few days. The
king, who was not willing to incur the cenfure of keeping this lady

with him during the Eafter holidays, intreated him to leave him to

fpend thern at Fontainebleau, and to return herfelf to Paris
-f-.

Madam
de Beaufort received this order with tears, it was flill worfe when they

came to part; Henry, on his fide, more pafîionately fond than ever of

this lady, who had already brought him two fons, and a daughter,

named Henrietta, did himfelf equal violence. He conducted her half-

way to Paris J; and although they propofed only an abfence of a few

days, yet they dreaded the moment of parting, as if it had been for

a much longer time. Thofe who are inclined to give faith to prefages

will lay fome ftrefs upon this relation. The two lovers lèverai times re-

newed their parting endearments, and in every thing they faid to each

other at that moment, fome people have pretended to find proofs of

thofe prefages of an inevitable fate.

Madam de Beaufort fpoke to the king as if for the laft time ||; fhe

recommended to him her children, her houfe of Monceaux, and her

domefrics : the king liftened to her, but, inftead of comforting her,

gave way to a fympathizing grief. Again they took leave of each other,

and a fecret emotion again drew them to each other's arms. Henry

* The weaknefs of M. de Sully, in be- teauncuf in Perche expedited,

lieving judicial altrology,difcovers itfelf in % At Melun fhe lay the day before,

a thoufand places in his Memoirs, in fpite whence the king conducted her to the

t>t all his caution. boat in which fne embarked to come down
t According to P. Matthieu, torn. If. to the arfenal.

liv. ii. p. 316. fhe came to Paris, in order
||
D'Aubigné fpeaks in the fame manner

to have the articles of the purchafe of Cha- of tbii parting, torn. liv. v. ch. 3.

would
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would not fo eafily have torn himfelf from her, if the maréchal d'Or-

nano, Roquelaure, and Frontenac, had not taken him away by force.

At length they prevailed upon him to return to Fontainebleau; and
the lafl: words he faid was, to recommend his miftrefs to the conduct

of la Varenne, with orders to provide every thing {he wanted, and to

conducl: her fafely to the houfe of Zamet, to whom he had chofen to

confide the care of a perfon lb dear to him.

I was at Paris when the duchefs of Beaufort arrived there; and

intending to go with my wife a few days after to receive the commu-
nion at Rofny, whither I carried the prince and princefs of Orange, to

whom I was defirous of (hewing the new buildings which the king's

liberality had enabled me to raife there; I thought I was under a

neceflity of waiting upon this lady to take my leave of her. She no
longer remembered any thing that had palled at Saint-Germain, but

gave me a moft obliging reception: not daring to explain herfelf

clearly upon that compliance with her projects to which fhe fo ardent-

ly wifhcd to bring me, fhe contented herfelf with endeavouring to en-

gage me in her interefts, by mingling with thofe civilities which fhe

thewed but to few perfons, words that carried a double fenfe, and
hinted to me a boundlefs grandeur, if I would relax a little of the fe-

verity of my counfels to the king with regard to her. I, who was
as little moved with the chimera's that filled her head, as with thofe

fhe thought to infpire me with, pretended not to underftand any part

of a difcourle fo intelligible; and anfwered her in equivocal terms with
general proteftations of refpecr, attachment, and devotion; which fig-

nify what one will.

At my return home, I defired my wife to pay the fame compli-

ment to the duchefs: fhe was received with equal tendernefs: madam
de Beaufort intreating her to love her, and to be with her as a friend,

entered into confidences, that would have feemed the lafl: inflance of
the mod intimate friendfhip to thofe that, like madam de Rofny, were
ignorant that the duchefs, who had no great fhare of underftanding,

was not very delicate in the choice of her confidants: it was her high-

eft, pleafure, to entertain any perfon fhe firfl: faw with her fchemes and
expectations ; and the more thofe fhe converfed with were her inferiors,

the lefs reflraint fhe laid on herfelf; for then fhe no longer guarded her
exprefiions, and often aflumed the airs of a queen.

She
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She had as little caution with refped to what really happened, as

to what (he was in expectation would happen ; too much fimplicity on

fuch occafions gave rile probably to thofe reports which were fpread in

the world concerning fome irregularities in her conduit when fhe was
very young. Thefe cenfures, however, appeared to me to be the

mere effect of the malice of her enemies; for it could not be imagined

that a woman would carry her imprudence and folly fo far as to fay

both good and ill of herfelf indifferently; and I never thought I had

any reafon to reproach myfelf with having, for fix years, confined a

woman named la Roufe, who was one of her fervants, and her huf-

band, in the Baftile, who, after the death of this lady, continued to

load her memory with the utmott infamy: for although all they faid

had been true, yet the refped: that was due to her family, and (till more
to the tendernefs the king had for her and the children the brought

him, ought to have iilenced their (landers.

Madam de Rofny could not help being furprized at the duchefs's

difcourfe, and was ftill more fo, when this lady making an aukward

affemblage of the civilities which are pradifed between equals, and thefe

airs of a queen, told her fhe might come to her coucher and lever,

whenever ihe pleafed; and many other fpeeches of the fame kind.

My wife, as well as every one elfe, concluded there would be a great

change in the duchefs's fortune, and returned home full of thefe re-

flections, which lhe communicated to me. I had not even difclofed to

my wife what had paffed between the king and me upon this fubjeét, as

well as the fcene at St. Germain: I promifed her to acquaint her with

the true ftate of things, provided fhe would not tell the princefs of

Orange what madam de Beaufort had faid to her; and we fet out toge-

ther for Rofny.

Two days after, which was the Saturday before Eafter, as I was

performing my promife to madam de Rofny, and acquainting her with

the duchefs's defign to get herfelf declared queen, all the pra&ices of

her relations and dependents for that purpofe, the ftxuggles the king had

in his own mind, and the refolution he had at length taken to over-

come himfelf, adding fome reflections upon the calamities which a

contrary conduct would bring upon the kingdom, I heard the bell of

the firlf gate of the caifcle without the moat ring; and none of my fer-

vants anfwering, as it was yet fcarcely day, the bell was rung with

more violence, and a voice lèverai limes repeated, I comefrom the king,

2 Immediately



Book X. MEMOIRS OF SULLY. 535

Immediately I wakened a footman, and while he went to open the gate,
1 599.

I flipped on a night-gown, and ran down flairs, greatly alarmed at be- v^-y

ing fent to fo early in the morning.

The courier faid that he had travelled all night to tell me that the

king defired I would come inftantly to Fontainebleau : hi-> counte-

nance had fo deep a concern on it that I afked him if the king was ill ?

" No," he replied, " but he is in the utmoft affliction: madam the

" duchefs is dead." The news appeared to me fo improbable that I

made him repeat it feveral times; and when convinced that it was true,

I felt my mind divided between my grief for the condition to which her

death reduced the king, and my joy for the advantage all France would

gain by it, which was increafed by my being fully perfuaded in my own
mind, that the king, by this tranfltory forrow, would purchafe a re-

leafe from a thoufand anxieties, and much more anguiih of heart than

what he now actually fuffered. I went up again to my wife's cham-

ber full of thefe reflections, " You will neither go to the duchefs's

" coucher nor lever," faid I, " for fhe is dead." I brought the cou-

rier up with me, that while I drefl, and he breakfafted, he might

inform us of all the circumftances of this great event, which was ftill

better related in the letter la Varenne had written from Paris to the

king, and which his majefly fent me by the courier, together with a

lecond from la Varenne, directed to myfelf.

Zamet * had received his gueft with all the affiduity of a courtier

who is folicitous to pleafe, and neglected nothing which he thought

might contribute to make her pafs the time agreeably. On Maundy-
Thurfday madam de Beaufort after dinner, where fhe had eaten of the

greateft delicacies, and all prepared to her tafte, had an inclination

to hear the evening fervice at St. Anthony the lefs: fhe was there

feized with fainting fits, which obliged her to be carried back im-
mediately to Zamet's. As foon as fhe arrived fhe went into the gar-

den and was immediately attacked with an apoplectic fit, which it

was expedted would have inftantly ftifled her. She recovered a little,

through the afliftance they gave her; and ftrongly poffefled with a no-

* Sebaftian Zamet, a rich private gen- of marriage, to ftyle him lord of feventecn
tleman, was an Italian and a native of hundred thoufand crowns. Henry IV. had
I ucca: but he got himfelf naturalized in pitched on his houfe for his meals and par-

158 1, together with his two brothers Ho- tics of pleafure: this prince befides loved
race and John Antony. He defired the no- him becaule he was a facetious and merry
tary who drew up his daughter's contract man.

tion
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tion that fhe was poifoned *, commanded them to carry her from that

houfe to madam de Sourdis her aunt, who lived in the cloifter Saint-

Germain.

Scarce had they time to put her in bed when thick fucceeding

convuliions, fo dreadful as amazed all that were prefent, and in a word
all the fymptoms of approaching death, left Varenne, who had taken
up the pen to write the king word of the accident that had happened,
nothing elfe to fay but that the phylicians all defpaired of his miflrefs's

life, by the nature of her diftemper, which required the moil violent

remedies, and the circumftance of her being far gone with child, which
made all applications mortal -f.

Scarce had he fent away the letter

when madam de Beaufort drawing near her laft moments, was feized

with new convulfions which turned her black, and disfigured her fo

horribly that la Varenne, not doubting but the king, upon the receipt

of his letter, would let out immediately to fee his miftrefs, thought it

better to fend him word in a fécond billet that fhe was dead, than to

expofe him to a fpeclacle at once fo dreadful and afflidling as that of a

woman whom he tenderly loved, expiring in agitation, ftruggles, and
agonies, that left hardly any thing of human in her figure.

La Varenne, in the letter he fent me by the fame courier, informed

me that the duchefs was not dead, but by what he could judge had not

an hour to live J; in effect me expired a few moments after, in a gene-

ral fubverlion of all the functions of nature capable of infpiring horror

and difmay. The king, who upon the receipt of la Varenne's firft

letter, had not failed to mount his horfe immediately, received the

* D'Aubigné gives us to underftand fays d'Aubigné, " with others of the

this, when he fays, that after fhe had re- " king's phylicians, and entering but three

frefhed herfelf with Zamet, by eating a " fteps into her chamber, when he faw
large citron, or, according to others, a " the extraordinary condition fhe was in,

fallad, " fhe immediately felt fuch an in- " went away laying to his brother phyfi-

" flammation in her throat, and fuch vio- " cians, This is the hand of God." Tom.
** lent twitchings in her flomach, that," III. liv. v. c. 3.

&c. But neither de Thou, Ballbmpierre, % Saturday morning, the convulfions

le Septennaire, nor any other hiftorian, had writhed her mouth to the back of her

imputes her diforder to poifon. Le Grain neck. Her body was opened, in which a

afcribes it to the crude and cold juice of dead child was found. See concerning this

the citron. Sauvai fays, that he knew death, M. de Thou, liv. exxii. Matthieu,

fome old men who remembered to h.ivc ibid. Le Grain, liv. vii. Le Septennaire,

feen the.duchefs lie in flate in the nunnery ana. 1599. Mem. de BafTompierre. De
of Saint-Germain. Thou, Matthieu, and BafTompierre, place

f " The phyfician la Riviere, came her death a day fooncr.

in great halte upon thii occahon,

fécond



okX. MEMOIRS OF SULLY.
fécond when he was got halfway to Paris, and liftening to nothing but

the excefs of his paffion, was refolved, nbtwithftanding all that could

be faid to him, to give himfelf the confolation of feeing his miftrefs*

once more, dead as he believed her to be. The fame perlons that had

carried him back the firft time to Fontainebleau, prevailed upon him
by their arguments and intreaties to go back once more, and it was

from this place that he difpatched the courier to me.

I did not lofe a moment. I breakfafted at Poiify, and dined at Paris.

I made ufe of the archbifhop of Glaigow's coach to cany me as far as

Eifonne, from whence I took polr, and at night got to Fontainebleau.

* According to Baflbmpierre, who
{peaks of it as being an eye-witnefs, Hen-
ry did not believe that his miftrels was yet

dead. He fays that la Varenne I

come to acquaint the maréchal d'Ornano
and him, who had accompanied the du-
chefs to Paris, that flie was juft dead, they

both took, horfe in order to bring the me-
lancholy news to the king and keep him
from coming to Paris. " We found''

fays he, " the king on the other fide of la

" Saullayc, near Vilejuif, coming on poft
** horfes with all expedition. As foon as

** he faw the maréchal, he fufpedted that

" he came to bring him the news, which
" as foon as he heard he made great
" lamentation for her. At length they
" prevailed with him to go into the abbey
" la Sauflaye, where they laid him upon
" a bed: when at laft a coach coming
" from Paris, they put him into it, in or-
" der to return to Fontainebleau."

Mem. de Bafïbmpierre, torn 1. p. 69 &
fcq. Le Grain adds, that he

in his coach between the arms of the grand

ccuver or matter of the horfe.

Without attempting in any refpeâ to

juftify the exceffive fondnefs HenryIV. had

for this woman, jufticc however obliges us

to obferve here, that this attachment was
no lefs founded on the good qualities of

her heart and mind than the beauty of her

perfon, and that only the antipathy which
is commonly borne towards fuch as are in

the fame condition, makes people fay all

Vol. I.

the ill ot her that we fee related in thefc

Memoirs and in the other hiftorians. 1 will

conclude this article with what d'Aubigné
fays, who is a writer that is naturally more
inclined to blame than to commend. " It

" is a wonder," fays he, " how this wo-
" man, whole great beauty had nothing
" of the loofc turn in it, could have lived

" rather like a queen than a miilrefs for

" fo many years, and that with (o few
" enemies. The neceflities of ftate were
" the only enemies fhe had to encounter.

'

He had faid before, that fhe ufed with

great moderation her power over the king:

and P. Matthieu adds, to the good quali-

ties which he remarks in this lady, that of

having often given very good counfel to

Henry IV. ibid. " She would not fuffer

" any other perfon near her," fays le

Grain alfo, liv. viii. " though the fieur de
" Liancourt was a man of great merit and
" of a very honourable family : infomuch
" that this marriage was dillolved before
" it was comfummated.'' St me accounts

of that time (peak of Nicholas d'Amerval,
fieur de Liancourt, as a perfon of a truly

diftinguifhed birth and of a very plentiful

fortune; but whole mind, fay they, was
as badly formed as his body. Mademoi-
felle d'Éftrées married him only to get rid

of the tyrannical treatment the received

from her father, and becaufe the king pro-

mifed her that he would hinder the con-
fummation of the marriage, and even dif-

folve it: which he actually did.

Z z z I went
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I went immediately to the king, who was walking in a gallery funk in

an excefs of grief that made all company infupportable: he told me
that, although he expected the fight of me would at firft increafe his

affliction, as in effect it did, yet he was fenfible that in the condition,

to which the lofs he had fuffered had reduced him, he had fo much
need of confolation, that he did not hefitate a moment to fend for me
to receive an afliftance I only could give.

With a prince equally fenfible of what he owed to religious and
political duties, I was not at a lofs for refources from whence to derive

arguments to calm his forrow. I recalled to his remembrance fome of

thofe partages in the holy fcriptures, wherein God as a father and mat-
ter requires that confidence and perfect refignation, the effect of which
is to infpire a chrifiian with a contempt for all fublunary things ; to

which I added fuch as might incite to the acknowledgments and ado-

ration of divine providence, as well in deep misfortunes as unexpected

fuccefs. I made no fcruple to reprefent to Henry, that the accident

which now gave him all this affliction, was among the number of

thole which he would one day look upon as moft fortunate. I en-

deavoured to place him in imagination in that painful, and (if his

miftrefs had lived) unavoidable fituation, when, on one fide frruggling

with the force of a tender and violent paflion, and on the other with

the filent convictions of what honour and duty required of him, he
would be under an abfolute necefilty of coming to fome refolution,

with regard to an engagement, which he could not break without tor-

ture, or preferve without infamy. Heaven, I told him, came to his

afliftance by a ftroke, painful indeed, but which could only open the

way to a marriage, upon which depended the tranquility of France,

the happinefs of his people, the fate of Europe, and his own good, to

whom the bleffing of a lawful union would always appear too dearly

purchafed, by the defertion of a woman, who, by a thoufand good

qualities, was worthy of his affection.

I easily perceived that this laft argument, inforced in a manner
advantageous to his miftrefs, made an imprefhon upon Henry's heart,

by the foothing pleafure it gave him to hear his choice approved of.

He confefled to me, that it was fome relief to him to find me placing

his attachment for the duchefs of Beaufort among the number of thofe

that are formed by a real fympathy of minds, and not on mere liber-

tinifm ; and that he had been apprehenfive I would have no other-

2 ways
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ways endeavoured to comfort him, than by rendering him afhamed 1 599*

of his paffion for her. The firfl: converfation was very long. I do v——v
J

not remember every thing I faid to the king. All I know is that,

after having firfl: applied thofe gentle foothings that affliction demands,

the continuance of which I oppofed by arguments drawn from the ne-

ceffity all princes and perfons in any public character are under, of pre-

ferving, even in the moil reafonable forrows, that freedom of mind

requiiite for affairs of flare; Henry had not the weaknefs of rcfign-

ing himfelf up to grief through obflinacy*, or of feeking a cure in

infeniibility. He liflened more to the dictates of his reafon than his

paffion, and already appeared much lefs afflicted to thofe perfons who
entered his chamber. At length every one being careful not to renew

his grief, which his daily employments gradually diminilhed, he found

himfelf in that ftate in which all wife men ought to be who have had

great fubjecls of affliction that is, neither condemning, nor flattering

the caufe, nor affecting neither to recall or banifh the remembrance

of it.

Joyeuse likewife employed the public attention, having from a

foldier and a courtier -f become a capuchin, and afterwards from a ca-

puchin become again a foldier and a courtier, he refumed his inclination

for the frock, which it was pretended the pope had only during the

war granted him a difpenfation for quitting ; and this time he wore it

till his death. The marriage of his daughter $, the fole heirefs of

* Henry IV. made all the court go into " made him governor of Languedoc, a

mourning' for the death of the duchefs of " duke, peer, and maréchal of France.

Beaufort. He himfelf was dreffed in black " At laft he made his peace with the king :

for the firft eight days, and afterwards in " but one day this prince being with him

violet. Mem. de Chiverny. " on a balcony, under which was a great

f Henry de Joyeufe, count de Bou- " number of people afl'embled together,

chage, and youngeft brother to the duke " Coufin," fays Henry IV. to him, " this

de joyeufe, was flain at Courras. " One " multitude feem to me to be very con-

" day at four in the morning, as he was " tented and eafy at feeing together an

" palling through the ftreets of Paris near " apoftate and a renegado. This laying

" the convent of the capuchins, after he " of the king's made fuch an impreffion

" had fpent the night in a debauch, he " on Joyeufe, that he entered again into

" imagined that he heard angels fing- " his convent, where he died." This .

" ing the matins in the convent: at which anecdote is taken from the notes on the

" being much affecled, he immediately Henriade.
" turned capuchin under the name of % Henrietta Catherine de Joyeufe.

" Frere-Ange. Afterwards he quitted the There did not furvive of this marriage but

" frock and carried arma againft Henry one daughter, whereby the branch of

" IV. at which time the duke de Maine BourbonMontpenfier became extinct.

the
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the family of Joyeufe, with the duke of Montpenfier, was the laft

action of his public life. The marchionefs de Bellifle *, after his ex-

ample, took the habit of a nun, of the order of Saint Bernard.

* Antonietta d'Orleans-de-Longueville

was the widow of Charles de Gondy mar-
quis of Bellifle, and eldeft fon of the maré-

chal de Retz. Mezeray informs us, that

the reafon of her turning was the mortifi-

cation fhe had received by not being able

to revenge the death of her hufband ; a

foldier whom fhe had employed for this

purpofe having been taken and hanged, for

fhe could not obtain his pardon of the

king. The marquis de Bellifle had been
killed in 1596 at Mount -Saint-Michel, by
a gentleman of Bretagne, called Kermar-
tin. L'Etoile fpeaks of heras awoman who
was much admired by all the court, on ac-

count of her beauty and underftanding,

and as an eminent example of devotion

and penitence in her convent.

END of the FIRST VOLUME.
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