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San Francisco, Celifornica
4 Novembor 1944

I, Charles H. RHODES, a resident of lawful age of
the City of Foguism, State of Washington, do make thils
statement to Licutenant M. J. WILSON, whom I know to be
an officer in the U. S. Naval Rescrve:

l I soiled aboard the S. S. JOHN A. JOHNSON from S5an
| Francisco, California, on Wedn:sday, 25 October 1944,
l serving aboard that ship as the Sccond Assistant Enginecr.
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On thc night of Sunday, 29 October 1944, the S. O.
JOHN A. JOHNSON was torpzdocd at approximately 2100, at
which tirme I was in my forceastle asleeps I do not know
any of the circumstancces leading up to the actual torpcdo-
ing of the JOHNSON, sincc almost inmmediately after the
exnlosion occurrcd, the abandon ship order wns given and
I prepared to go overboard with the rest of the crew, 1
was among a group of twenty-eight men who occupiczd No. 2
lifeboat and a~ftcr all men had entered the boat, we paddled
away from the JOHNSON o~ distancc of aporoxinately a mile
to =2 wiln_ﬁnd,one-h;lf._{About forty-five minutes after
th> torpédo h~d hit the JOHNSON, a submarinc was seen
to surface apnroxinately 200 yards away from the position
of our boat at that time. The submarine was moving slowly
in the water and cirecled the arca, observing the results
of the torncdoirg. Th~2 submarine then turned at a pnoint
about 200 vards away from our boat and stecered o course
* arine dircetly upon our boat, and was procceding 2t a
snced ostirated by mo to be ten knots., When 1t whs ap-
parcnt thot the submarine intended to ram our boat, nll
of us went overboard, some of whom swam ~way from the
1ifecboat ~nd others ircludine myself stayed mearby 1in an
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offort to hold on %6 in: sidc. Th:> Lor of the subnorine
b ushed the bozt which, together with the waves, shoved
to the side of the submarine and the submarine contlinued
on its way. Ilowever, at a point when the subnarine was
“pproximately amidship with respcet to our boat and the
group that were in the water, machinc=-gun fire was opened
on us from a group of men who were standing along the
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above stateonent of the faets 2nd
»1ato hereln, consisting of three (3) DAZOS,
icluding * DT.E¢ nd in all resocets L sweor that
t 1s 2 true stcotoener the hest of my knowledge, inforna-
ion and bclicf.

CHARLAS F, HHODZES

Thus dcne and nd on thie che fourth -;“’._**_:? of Novenber
1944, at Son ; . I
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