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UNITED ST.TES OF LIMERICL, et al.
- Lgainst -
ARLKI, Sadeo, et al,

SWORN DEPOSITION (Translation)

DEPONZENT : 1LELKI, Jinsaburo

My name is Jinsaburo MLSLKI. I was formerl: &
Genereal of the Inpericl Jepancse Lrny.

I was the Vice-Chief of the General Staff from
January 1932 to Jume 19%th 1623, 1 a1 Counclillor i1or a
short while: the Inspecior-uUcsnans T training > m
Jenuary 1934 to July 16th . - (lar Counsili
again and waes then transier the 11
March 1930,

Whon I became the Vice-Chief of the Cenerai Staff

the Chief of the Genzral Staffl was H.R.ZI,

the Prince KAIT-7I! 274 the Var liinisier ves Lieutenant-

Generzl ARAL 1 da
“Then I acssunred this post Ver Minlster A

explained to me the inter: 4 extcrial situvations of

Jepail which existe , tha’ me, © ¢ist cf wiaich, as
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far es 1 renemocr, wag .

"Thae Stete of atfalr: ur both internal
and external i3 qulic @ Thore have alreaady
been mzny internal inc ts and ovr r»elation with the
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League of Netions is T from neing satisfactory,

As for llanchuria in spite cf the non-exryansion policy
of the former cabinet, the situction has simply become
more aggravated,

As there is every danger that it will develop into
& regular war, we nust leave no stone unturned in iumediate
saving of this compliceted situation. When 1 (ARAKTI) was
appointed lMinister of Vear the CHINCHOU district was 1n a
criticel condi“ion. Unless we saved it, our residents
and troops would be c¢ndangersu, 1ue dinlomatic
negotiations were at a stendsvill; tae situation was
aggravated, and the KUANTUNG Army wes in a difficulty.

T he Government, therefore, was obliged to decide

to liquidate that district for self-dsience and
protection of tine resiients. The General Staftl

Office ordered the KUANTUNCG Avny %o that effect, The
liquidation cenpaign has Jjusty finished, 1 think there
will be no need of further operaticns unless our Army
is chellenged., At any rete we wlil try to cease
hostilities within the smallest pessivle scope. The
Government is on principlc dealing with Chang Hsuellang
who is still disturbing peace and order. Therefore
our scope of operation is limilcd under any condition
within his sphere of influcnce. DBeering this in

mind, please control the Army strictly."

At my appointment, my predecessor told me almost the
same thing. J et

At the time when/I assumed the post &s the Vice-Chief
of the General Staff VPremier INUKAI. While he has
explained chiefly our politicel difficulties that Japan
was experiencing et that time, he also made some
remarks on the situation which was more or less similar
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O that cf Yor Ministzr ARAKI. Tre Premior 64 =uct in
any way suggest that he khad any intcnulon of pctitlioning
to the Throne for an Inperia. Order, by viruvue of which
to withdraw ell the troops from llenchuria, not did I ever
hear from enyone thet Premier INUKAI hed any such

intention,
1 reported to H.,R.H. the Prince XAN-IN. Chief of

General Steff. whet I had heard from the Prenier and the
Wer Minister respectively, and with his avproval, I

managed a nd conducted the wmatters in accorcéasce with t he
Government's policies shLown to me oy War liinister ARAKI.
While I was doiag so, it was suddenly decicded br the
Ministry thet trocps be dispatehed Lmediately to Shanghai whic.
were requested by nevy waivshorities for the purn<se of -
reinforcing the nevy and to protect Japanese netionals
there,

B earing in mind what I hed heard from the Var Minister I
took every precaution to observe his principle so thet

the dispatched troops would not exceed the scope of t heir
primary object, Divisional Commander UEDL (T.1. -
Commander of the dispatched troops) also followed closely
this principle and endezvoured to scttle the situation
without resorting to means of bloodshed, I remcnbor he

first, mede & proclamation requesting rceconsideration
by the opponent over t heir action. However, contrary to
his expectation, the opponent 1ncreased their preparstion
for fighting and added difficulties. 1In fact, there
were sign that an over all clash between Chinese and
Japanese was inevitable
Under these circumstances, further reinforcement was
decided from the point of view of strategic importance
with the purpose of solving the situastion quickly.
When the venquard of the second reinrorcement made their
landing at CHIITAIKOU along the YANGTZEITANG.the 19 Route
Army begen to retreat, and es it wes driven beyond t he
expected line, attack was ceased, Thus hostilities ended
in three days, with almost negligible casueslties.
In due course, an egrecment was signed to ensure
the future safety,
This egreement provided Jupan the right of stationing
certalin part of her troops chere, but in view of liar
Ilinister ARAKI's princi»ie, which was conmpletely identical
to ours, we decided to ev.cusic 2ll the troops from Chine
end I think the complzte vithdrawal wes mede within a
nmonth of signing the egrec.aent. . JOHOT, anc HULUNPEIRH cam-
paigns were and the task of the Kwentung iLrmy through

the provisions of the Janan-lanchoukus Froteeol and
because of constant disturbances of law anc order in and
around Johol chiefly by TiAliG YULIAN end in {IJULUNPEIRH
Chiefly by SU PIIIG \'EN. it became necescery for the
Japanese and linchoukuo forces to resort to military
action based on the provisions of the Protocol, It took
plece c fter the fornmal recognition of the State of
iIenchoukuo, and as the precaution was taken throughout the
campalgn not to divert from the prinary principle of
bringing about law and order the operetion called for
extreme difficulties; nevertheless, es to HULUNPEIRH our
object was achieved through“good offices of the ooviet Union
and ad to JOHOL efforts were made to limit the action
within the line of the Creast Well ard observance of t his
f'undemental policy wes sternly recquested to the troops
in the front &t the risk of sul'f'crring consideratble
operctioncl inconveniences, Thore was an occasion when
the troops advanced beyond this Jimit, but they vere
limediately ordered to return and further ection was
stopped &t that. Then the hostilities were finolly
settled by the conclusion of Tengku iLgreement.,
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I bolieve thet Wer liinister LRAKI was one of the
persons who were most seriously worried about the
Manchurien Incident. Beceuse of this worry, he had
nede a firm determinetion to settle it, which finally
led to the Tengku lgreement, No sooner had the hAgreement
been signed t hen he strove to settle the overall
situation of Jepen by adjusting forelgn &s well as
domestic affairs,

He often told me in those dcys that he was devoting
his effort toward letting the people live up 1o the
original teaclkings of Jepan, ¢nhencing by so doing the
virtue of benevolence of His llajesty the Emperor among
the people, and externally, toverd inmproving aggraveted
international relations by realizing the elready edvocated
Internctionel Peace Conference,

The natives' wishes for the Independence of
llanchukuo were ardent, when I was appointed the
Vice-Chief of the Generel Staff, The General Staff
did not on principle intcrfere with it ¢s it wes &
political probiam,., Ilinister of Wer LRLXI assumed
the most prudent attitude tovard it, He was 1in
accordence with the decision of the Government bascd on
the opinion of the Foreign Office and the real situation,
Durinz this time the General Steff was devoting itsclf
to security of peace end order there.,

The opinion of Viar ilinister LRLII toward the League
of Netions was quite cleer, He fully expleined his
opinion at the cabinet meetling end induced the meeting to
the deeision that Jepen would not withdraw from the Leaguc,

I was under the imrression that the ‘er Iinister
had been prepared with en opinion with which he hoped
to persuadc the Leegue of Netion, It elso sccmed toO me
thet the VWar ildnister had had @ firm belief of getting
the complete understanding of powers everl Jepen's position
if once restoration of lew and order 1n {ianchuria were
atteined which he thought above cverything else.

War Lidnister LR..I streSssed importance on quality
then on quontity of troops from the viewpoint of armcment,
He endecvourcd to recover the arumament which hed fallen
behind since Viorld Wer I up to that of other Powers
at the time of the War. He hed his own ideal on
national defence, which was £ll based on morality.

He wes particularly concerned in promoting the charceter
and morel stenderd of the commissioned of ficers.,

We.r llinister /RLKI also exerted to calm the mind
of young officers who, indignent &t the current situation,
had already cecused considerablo troubles. He did his
best to develope the lnmaculete spirit of those of ficers
without being distorted so thet they may devote tholr
unshettered attention to thelr duty. tThile devoting his
wholce heorted sttention for this purpose, he clso let
his subordinetes spcre no time 1in tonchine erd gulidling
the younger officers, and SO they begsn Lo shov the
sign of composure in due course, and &L tha ccoesion oOf
Iy 15th Incident, it turned out thov 20 ity corumaisaloned
officer participated in 1v.




