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PREFACE

Although the idea of plénning cities' is not newv to
China, many of the old cities showing signs of conscious
planning, it is symbolic of the new era in Chinese
development that the more recent concepts of planning
are béidg uécd, These considcrationé make planning
today as different from planning In the past as the new
period in China’s development. differs from its past
history, For planning after all, is but a rcflccfion of
the times,

How then does planning today differ from that in
the past? The present era is an industriai bnc_ We
must therefore plan for the automobile, the airplane, the
raiiroad_ We must blan for industfy,

‘The present era is a healthy one. Life expectancy
has been increased from twenty odd yéars to sixty or
seventy odd ycérs in some areas. This means we must
plan for health and sanitation, for education, for deve-
lopment of sound bodies and for enjoyable living.

The réport folloWing is one of the first planning
studies to be prepared in China based on these newer
considerations. As such it is an impbrtant report. 1
hope that its comprehensiveness will serve as a model

for future reports which will them go perhaps even



further,

The ‘étudy is so long that this preface shouid not
add to the burden of the reader. There are; _‘riowcvcr,»
several important poiglts; general in character, which I
feel must be stressed.

First, the job .of planning a city is never complete.
Ncw problems are constantly arising and conditions are

consiantly cl';anging_ To the extent that it is. imposs-
ible to see accu'rately into the future, the pl‘an as drawn
up muét be considc'red flexible,

Planning then, if it is changing requires a contin-

uing Planning Board, The Planning Board will make

studies continuously, to refine details and propose
new clements. The master plan will thusl constantly
develope, ’

Sccondly, the Planning Board serves as 'advisér to
the Mayor to help him on the many problems always
arising which reduire an answer baéed on the develo-

pment of the city. The Mayor should usé the Plahning

Board constantly on these questions. Often p‘rob.lcms,‘

will arise which will require special study. These
should be referred to the Plann.ing‘Bbard_ Thg: 'rccomme—
ndations of the Planning B'oard, hbwever, are not to be
considered as final, The final decision rests with the
Mayor,

~In order to carry on its work effectively the Plann-

X 32T IRART AR



ing Board should have comp’ete access to all the stat-
istics and data of the various departments. And in
coming to a decisic.)n it should consult with the departm -
eni heads, In this way the variou's depfnﬁtments are kept
in touch with what is going on and the special techni -
cal know‘xedgc of the departments is available to the
Pladnning Board.

| I?inallsr, the mistakes that have been made in Am-
erica and Europe should not be made in China, In the
last fifty years that America and Europe have devel-
oped many mistakes have been made from which China
. can profit, To state but a few of these; railroads ‘must
never be permiited to ruﬁ 1hr()'ugh cities; the density
of population must be kept down 'to desirable levels by
means of legal measures if blight and slums are to be
prevented; streets must be planned of the correct width
and material from the very beginning to avoid the cosis
of future widening, The list could be made a hundred
times as long.’

The importance of cities in the future of China can-
not be overestimated, It is epually important that th‘cy
be p.’!annéd properiy so that economic and social act—
jvities can be carried on effectively and efficiently.
This calls for technicians and at present China is short

of planning technicians. The city of ‘Chungki'ng was

fortunate in having such able men to draw up the



prosent plan but other cities are in much less favecable

cians shortage.
First, set up a City Planning Advisery o _ilun in
the Decpartment of Construction and Planuing of the

Minister of Interier which would have u pancl of Chi-

£
s

nese planﬁers with the proper trainning and cxporicuce,
These planners would he available to . "3 Il Cver
China to act as consultants in advising cud eocting
planning programs, In this \;vay afew tochniclons ©onld
be used most effectively, .

SCCOlldly, énlarge the planning and “rehitachal
curriculum in Chinese unversities and gi{ze scholorships
tb deserving students for study and oliser~uticn bvoad,
This will increase the number of Chincse Plasumg

technicians,

-

I fear that I have already written itco wuch in
general and not enough about this plan o0 Chungking,
I think however, that the plan with itz ¢ccellent maps,
drawings and reports is elequent enouch, Mivee is no
doubt that if these proposals are carvied ¢t ihe Chuq-
gking of 1965 will be a much place to wourk in, ‘o

live in, and to invest in,

Norman J. Gorden
City Planner Adviser to
Departmeﬁt rlead
Chungking April 21, 1946, Ha Hclung-+von, Miaister
of Interior '

. . 'va
positions. There are.solitions to this problem «f icchni<
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