






Sun Tsu
The Art of War

Know the enemy
Know the terrain
Strike decisively



Niccolo Machiavelli
Il Principe (The Prince) 

The fox and the lion
Maintain objective
Strike decisively



Thomas Hobbes
Leviathan 1588-1679

Man is selfish
State . Justice

Monopoly on violence



Harold Laswell
Who gets what

Psychopathology
Propaganda



Carl Philipp Gottfried
von Clausewitz

(June 1, 1780 -November 16, 1831)

War is nothing
but the continuation of politics
with different means

(also attributed to Otto Graf von Bismarck)



So
it is all about

So
it is all about



(de)constructing ‘health’ as conflict:
Who gets what, why and when
• Professionals

(nurses, doctors, 
engineers, lawyers, 
….)

• $$$
(insurance, banks, 
[pharmaceutical] 
industry, ….)

• Organised interests
(AMA, 
NACCHO, 
ANPHA, …)

• P(p)olitics
(left, right, up, 
down, …)

• ‘the people’
(patients, 
consumers, 
residents, 
individuals, …)

• Services
(universal health 
care, hospitals, 
drugs, …)

• Goods
(food, housing, 
drugs, facilities, 
….)

• SDOH
(infrastructure, 
wealth, education, 
hygiene, …)

• People
(public health, 
health promotor, 
doctor, …)

• Values
(liberty, equity, 
participation, 
sustainability, …)

• ‘Fair go’

• (neo)liberalism

• socialism

• communitarianism

• humanism

• now

• later

• conditionally

• inclusive

• in need



It is the ‘operational 
evidence base’ for Vic 
Municipal Public 
Health Planning

Established 2001, evaluated 2005/6,
redeveloped 2007

Example: Environments for Health



E4H: supposedly integral, W‐O‐G
(Whole‐Of‐Government; 

Health in All Policy; 
Horizontal Policy; etc.)







Off to a semester of 



Keen for more 

http://www.grazian‐archive.com/politics/PolBehavior/C_01.html


