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JOSE G. TUPAZ, after having been duly sworn,
estified at Tigbauan, Iloilo Province, Panay, P.

t
' 6 November 1945, as follows:
’
P 0Q
A

I., on

nationality

45 years old, a Filipino citizen, and
I 1ive in Tigbauvan, Iloilo Province, Panay, P. 1.

Jhere were you during the month of August, 19437

T was in Barri»n Eolocawe, Tigbauan, where 1 was
evacrated because of the occupatlion of the Japanese.,

On any occasion did the Japar.ese commit any atrocities
to which you were an eye wWwitneus?

Yes. On August 10th, 1943, 1 was an eye witness to
the beheadir.z of twenty-siX FAYarino civisnliens - 23
men and 3 women, the clubtirg TO deati of a Filipino
rale, and the bayonetting c¢i a 4+-imoain-o0lid baby.

This occurred a*% a concentratlion camp in whicnh I was.
The camp Was near Barrio Ferarta, Tigbauan.

How did yvou ccme to be a<w +this concentration camp?

Because my family and I were captured by the Japanese
while we vwiere hiding from them, and W€ along with
approaimately 5C other civilians were taken to this
concentration camp. We were taken nrincipally to be
cuestioned as to the identity and whereabouts of the

guerr;}las.

Q Can you tell us what hanpened at thc concentration

camp while ¥y tnere?
! A Ve were divided into groups, ar,¢ tThe groups WeEre
interrogated simulianeous.iy by the Japanese in an attempt
{

to obtain information as TC the wrereabouts and
identity of the gu=zsrillas coaretiag in this area,
During the process of investisution, they tortured
the civilians wio were not £oid to give them satisfac-
tory explanat.ons. A Filinlao, whose family name Was
TRISTEZA, ag= -5, a res.aent >f tne Barrio Buyuan,
Tigbauan, 1 saw ~ererely torwared by being pushed in-
to the burnisne fire; ke vesn Tael made to lie unon the
ground, face up. -~ Ta1oco oL ie was placed across his
neck and two Jarsacsc soidiers stoody one on each end
of the pcle, cavring T victim. As the torture of
this indivicual contirced, taey took the points of
their bayone:s and crilied holes in the man's temples.
The reason for his being tortured in this mainner was

that he was suspected of belng a guerriiia.

After the investigation, which lasted for about
an hour, the twenty-four males and threec women were
a1l tied with harnds behird +acir packs, erd later on
they were retlel on a picce of strong rire, 1ike cattle,
and were pulled to a thicket about 25 meters away from
the concentration camp vhere they wcre beheaded. A
baby, three montas old, the 28th member of the group,
was thrown into the air by the Japanese and impaled
upon a tayonet. One man, Ramon TOLEGIDA, of this group
of twenty-eight, was klilled when the Japanese struck
him on the side of the head with 8 hardwcod club. The

other members of the group were all beheaded. I saw
211 this as I sat on a mound within the concentration

campe
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obher-members—of “the group were all beheaded., I saw
g gs T sat on @ mound within the concentration

gy

vere vou included in this groun?
} No, because 1 wes nwolding my year-old child in my
arms. The Japanese let me goO.

Can you gilve us any of the names of the people that
were killed at this time - as many as you know, and

their approximate ages?

Vicente LEDE3SMA, 45; Miss Lilia TOVILLA, 213 Umay

PULA, 50; Ramon TOLEGIDA, 505 Rufino MANGALA, 503

Ango TRISTEZA, 25; and Mrs. Alejandro TUVILLA, 22,

and baby; all Filipinos.

Can you give us any of the names of the Japanese who
were in charge of the groups which conducted this in-
vestigation and killing?

Yes, Captein WATANABE was 1n cormand of the group.
Sergeant MATSUZAKL was in charge of the torturing

of TRISTEZA and was also responsible for the rounding
up of all the civillans. Tt was Captain WATANABE
who gave the command to execute these civilians.

Were
2t the site of the killing?
Only one that I know of 3 he was buried by his rela-

tives. Others were buried at places I do not know.
Unclaimed bodies were cremated by some of the civi-

1ians who returned two days later.

After the killing, what happened®
The rest of us were confined in the concentration

camp for three days. During this time we were not

given water or foocd, and at the end of the third day
we were released and told to surrender the following
day. The town sarrendered the following day, but we

did not return tc the Town,

Q Would you be willinrg to testify against these Japan-
ese if and when *tney are brought to trial? '

8 Very willing.

Q

Is there anything e€lse you world like to add to this

statement?
A T have nothing further to add .

/s/ dJose G, Tupaz

JOSE G. TUPAZ
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COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES )
PROVINCE OF ILOTILO, PANAY ISLAND ):SS

TOWl! CF TIGBAUAN

, JOSE G. TUPAZ, being duly sworn on oath, state
and understood the foregoing transcrip-
on and all answers contained there-

in, consist® (2) pages, are true to the best of
my knowledg

/s/ Jose G. Tupaz
JOSE G. TUPAZ

aybscribed and sworn to before me this 10th__day of

November, 1945.
/s/ Francis C. Lund, 24 Lt, FA
TRANCIS C. LUND, 2d Lt, FA
Tnvestigating officer, War Crimes In.
vestigating Detachment.

cE2RTIRICAS E

, FRANCIS C. LUND, »d Lieutenant, 0-1186157, FA,
J. LAPORTE, 2d 1,ieutenant, 0-1597713, QMC, certify
6th ccy of Noverber, 1945, versonally anpeared

UPAZ. and gave +he foregoing answers
set forth; that after his testi-

he said JOSE ¢. TUPAZ read
+hereto 1n our

and LéO
that on the
before us JOSE G. T

to the several questions
transcribed, t

Investigating Offi
Tnvestigating D




1, Alva C. Carpenter, Chief, Legal Section
General Headauarters, Supreme Commander for the
fllied Powers, do hereby certify that the attached
pnotostatic copy of the affidavit of JOSE G. TUPAZ

is a true and correct reproduction of the original

affidavit; and that a signed and sworn cony of

salc affidavit is presently on file with this

Section.

/s/ Alva _C. Carpenter
Alva C. Carpenter,
Chief, Legal Section.

#itness: /s/ Joon R. Pritchard
Sworn to before me this 20th day of
October, 1946, Tokyc, Japan.

/s/ Jokn R, Pritchard

Cartainy Infantry
cumrary Court




