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From M, M, Litvinov's Diary

RECORD OF /. CONVERS.TION "'ITH >nlGLMITSU

OF AUGUST 7, 1938.

I seid to Shigemitsu that I wanted to take adventage
Of his visit in order to exprcss my surprise, that after he
hed proposed the cessotion of militery ecticn end I had
replied that if she ‘Jaoene se troors censed attack and
fire from the Manchurian sldc, military action would
cecase also from our sidc, thc Jannnesc trocps continued
artillery fire and attacks, which forecd s to replv and
€ven to bring the air-force into operation. nslthough the
Japanese atitacks were revulsed, the resoonsibility for
the sacrifices falls on the Japanese Government,

Shigemitsu said thet hec wes surprised at my statement,
The Japnnese Government on fLugust 4th through him brought
out the proposal for the cessation of military action and
the regulation of the incident by diploaatic negotiations,
But, in reply to this proposal -- soid Shigemitsu -- you
demanded the Javzunesc troops' withdrawal behind the line
Oof the plzce which you ccnsider yours. I was disappointed
with such an irreconcilable statement, On the other hand,
the Jargnesc troons on the spot hove received solemn
instructions from the Center notttdb-goe c¢ven ane stcp
beyond the boundcry, as Jaran understands it., In spite
of this, thec Sovict side brought avistion into opcration.
Such actions arc the most denserous on¢cs, which hinder
the rcgulation of the incidcent. inving violated the
bound~ry of lisnchukuo and Japan, the Soviet air-force
bombed those undefended afeas that bore no relation to
the plece of the ineident, s u result of which there werc
wounded £nd killed, In spite of the fact thoet the Soviet
slide brought 1its zir-firce into opcration, the Japrnese
side d4id not resort to using its sir-force and is refrain-
ing in every wey from offensive and provocative action
limiting itself to defending the frontier. According
to exact information reccived by we from the scene, after
the last talk on .sugust 4th &t the place there occurred
a hecvy battle, which was # result of the Soviet troops
attacking the Jancinese defence 1linc., This nttock was
carriedon day -nd night. The results of this, sald.
Shigemitsu, you ~re probably acquainted with. Therefore,
for the military actions which heve trken plece since
the last talk, thc Janrnese side can not assume the
responsibility. MNoreover, the nctions of the Soviet
trcops do not correspond with the statcment which you
made to me last time to the effcet thet you were rcady
to solve the incident peacefully. In this connection,
I must entcr & orotest ~galnst these actions of the Soviet
troops. 4t the same time I state that my nroposal for the
cessntion of militory nction and the regulntion of the
incident. by peaceful mceans remrins valid.
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To Shigcmitsu'e st-tement I replied s follows:

Of course, if one occupiecs the territory of cnother
2long a definite line and then defends it ~ctively with
nll arms, thcn it will, of course, be possible to telk
"bout a defence hine., But the Japanese troops were
defending not Meonchurian territory, but Soviet territory
against Soviet troops., This is a provoecation snd rn
altack, The Jepanese Government h@ie no erounds for o
protest,

Only the Soviet Government cen protest. PBut
this is not worth arguing shout., s for the proposgcls
which the smbrssedor mrde lost time ~nd re 2 i1 to-day,
ceecording to the latest inform-tion in my hand, the
Jopanese troops were foreced to evacuate Sovict tecrritory,
If they sto: firing on Soviet territory from the }ronechurien
slde, the »rorosnl for ccssation of militory action
will be realized, beccause we heve no recson to fire on
llenchurizn territoryys whén there is no firing on our side
from tnere., "¢ think that it is imposzible in this cosc
to telk sbout a fronticr incident, beecause crtillery wios
put 1n operntion by the Jevonese side nt the VETYV
beginning, nnd -~ border gusrch no artillery. Thercfore,
W€ are decling with an intention to occupy = part of |
Soviet territory by rcgul:r troons snd to drow the U S S R
into & wcr with Jearan, I enan only cxpress my hopec ¢nd
degire that these intentions should not be rcpe2ted ~gain,

Shigemitsu stated that the. Jovinesc troops 4id not
intend to invede even one foot Sovict territory. But
Jcponcse troops must defend every foot of li~nchuricn
territory. Because of this the Jammnese troops had to
tale neccssary mecsurcc for the defence of anchukuo
territory against cttnacke from the Sovict side. Conse-
quently, we are decling only with thc repulsc of an attock,
I cgrec that this ks not worth -rguing over, If I am
not mistaken, 1 understood you to say thot if the Jopanesc
troops would not fire and would remoin in the some
position they are in to-day, the Tovict side wouléd cls
stop firing and 2ll other military action. I am asking
about this becausc the Soviet side is et present using its
alr-force, tanks snd :-11 kinds of ertillery, while the
Japanesc troovs are refroining from using offensive
types of arms. It is incomnrchensible that the Soviet
side should protests under these circumstances., You say
that you have information to thc effect that tihec Soviedl
trocps have expclled Jap=nesec units, but I can not believe
1t. /'t any rate, the question comes down 'to whether I
understo@d correctly thef if the Japanese =ide did not
fire and the Japrnesc troops remcined in the positions
they occupied to-day, the Soviet side would &lso stop
firing. The Juprnese sidc is ncrsistently trying to
regulrte the present incident, From the very beginning
o' the outbreak of the incident, the Japanese side has
tried to regulete it on a reasonable besis, It is
riliculous to talk about there beinz intentions of
drawing the U S S R into a war with Japan, I think tha
that the Soviet side 1s ercating verious misunderstandings
in thelr relations with Janan, '
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I told Shigemitsu that according tO My information
there were no longer any Japnneee trdops in Soviet territory.

If that is =o and if they will not try to violete our
boundary sgcin, cnd want ouar bound-ry is(l have alrezdy
cxplained to the ambsssedOr many times) .nd if there 1s

no firing on our territory from the manchurian-side, the
Soviet trcons will ~lso ~e.s5€ flire..ln the contr.rv, 1f the
Javcnese troops ageln appecr suddenly 210 our territory

and if the firing from the Monchuricn slde is continued,

our troons wi!l nct be able th ceasc military actions
ceither. Such is our pocgition,

Shicemitsu aslzed if he might understend my statement
es follows: If, beginning the 7th, Jananese troops
do not sttac Soviet troops ond if firing 1rom the Mgnchurian
side is stopped, the 3oviet sidc will nov cetteck Japanese
troops and not fire and bomb from the air either. AL
present the Japanese slde is not mel:ing attackKs On Soviet
trocps. They are conly defending themsclves f2om attacks
from the Soviet side. M.y 4 understaid -- said Shigemitsu
further -- thaet an immediate orcer will be given to the
Soviet troovs not to ettack Jaroncse troops. 11 80,
the representatives of the troops on both sides will be
able to entcr into negotiations on the spot concerning
the cessstion of militery operatlionn,

I told Shigemitsu that he had nov und erstaod me
entirely correctly, because he was tryins,, to condition

evervthing by the dete and the attack whilec the center

of gravity should lie in the problem of territory. Oour
troops will not attack Jépanese UTIroops as long as
Jonocnese trdoops arc situcted on the other side of what

we consider the boundary. In casc, on the contrary, they
erocs the border, we will sttack them On the 7th, 8th

or 9th or other time. 1 dsn't know that it 1s necessery
to issue o specinsl commend to our troops, because they
alwrys have orders TO use aArliS exclusively for the repulse
of cttacks. If these attacks cecse, Sur UIOODE will not
resort to arnms.

In renly on this Shigemitsu s~id: In the problem of
territory and boundcry we - don't have a common oninion.
Tapenese troons must defcnd Manchurien territory. There-
fore, first of all it 1s neecsasary that Soviet TroopSs
should not violate this boundary. 11, a8 you S3Jy, there
arc no longecr any Japanese 30ldiers on Soviet territory,
the problem of territory fs not worth digging into.

The cuestion whether Japanese troops will attack hereaftcr
deverds entl'rely upon whether the Soviet troops attack

the Jenanese, Until now, the Jeranese side has exercised
reatraint in the use of arms. .If, however, attacks from
the Soviet side take plece even 1n the future, it will
ocrcate undesiraoble consequences. However, you Sajy thet
Saviet troops will not atteck Jrranese TroopsS and will nov
fire ot nnd bomb them, If such 1is the position of the
Soviet side,-it mey be said thet the Jananese side alsO
will not resort to attacks and firing.
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I told Shi-eritsu thot I thcuzht I ha e¢x»resscd
myself clearly enoush 2nd the cmbasscdor must heve under-
gtood nme, elthough he talked ¢s if he hnd nat understoo
me, I am afreid that in such conditions tz2lking will
nOSs1lbly be endless and we will never come to an under-
standing., It is n.ot enouch for me to heve Japarese troops
81t qQuictly ~nd n-t fire. In c2s¢ they .  sit on our
territory and not fire, we will attack them with nl1l
merne, ineluding artillery sné eviation in order to
€Xnel them from cur territory. Our territory begine from
the line on the mep attoecked to the Huneh'un asgreement,
If the Jaranesc .12 retirt® btenino " this " line :
and not firs, our Lroons also will not fire, bowo, or
attacc them, The ambass=zdor refers to my information,

Ny information concerns the status as or secvecral hours
ago. Before our order rcaches our trodps in tihe Far Last,
scveral more hours may clapse. If Javanese troops
arpear agailn on Soviet territorv within this ting,

WE Will ettack them in spitc of any agrcenents. If the
Japanesc Covernnent indced trying to bring about the
cessation of military actions, which we also hope, it
must pledge ‘that Janeznesc troors will never cross the
border and will never fire acrocs the border. Then
there will come calm, because vie have never attackcd
Japanesc troops as lonz as they werc on the other =i
the boundary. This is clear and there 1s no longer

Qny roason to return to thisy

I summarize what I have saiqg above., If the Japanese
Governme nt guarantees that there will be no Janansse
soldier on our territory, for instance, by the &th or Oth
of Lugust, -- in our understanding of this territory, --
and the rfiring on our side from the l.anchurian side will
ccasc, vic are also prepared to guarentee that our troops
willl not cross the border, our understanding, and will
not fire toward Manchukuo.

Shiremitsu said that if the words "in our under-
standing"” were renlaced by the worde "in the Jananesec
under <tanding™ or if, in rlacc of this, 1t werec stated
thaet by 'boundery' was mcant the line which bohh sides
were de&fending, then there would not be any objections
from the Jananceec side to my pronosal,

y N % .;‘", .'ﬁ"- . . ' . : . ‘r-
I roint out to oaigenitsy tuzt, vl n ve sneaxK of

the frontier, we mean the existi ‘ ]

il ng frontier establisheqd
by th§ Khunchun and other agreecnents and it is the only
frontier we can Speak of,

Shigemgtsu's reply is, that according to their
interpretetion of the Khunchun agreecrient, the Japanese
party considers that the frontier before July 11
should be the one between Vanchukuo and the U,.S.S.R.

It




It means thet the Chankhufings hill is & lanchurian
‘territory. Thereforc, it is desirable ‘that the “oviet
party should not ettack the Jaranege troons cven if
ChunSKUfcn»'!cr; now in tihc hends of the Jaranesc.,

I say to Shigenitsu, I am efraid there is no use
of convers ing cny lonoer #nd we hsd better dlscontinue
the tellk, 'e hrve shown the frontier on the manp,
The Beziyuyennays and Chan”™ .ufengs hills are on the
Joviet territory. We sih=ll defend their et sany cost and
we shall not yield en inch, If the ..mbassador does.
not agree with e, we hed better discontinue the conver-
-8atlion.

shiger rtbu stated tict on trhe prcl.iem of the
bounaary anL tnere wag 2 diffcrenec in on»ninion on
both sides froi: the very besinning, He told me frono
the very bezinning that tiae Japancse side did not azree
with the o~inion of the Soviet side. Tie Janancse side
can not chenge 1ts original orinion c¢ven now, Thercfore,
there should not be any nisunderstandinss here, .is
for the cecessation of military wetion, he, Shigemitsu,
Iro. the very beginnine understood me that the Sovict
sidec welcomed it. Both to-dey and last tiwme, he hed
heerd fron e & clear answer th-t if the Jaranesc
troopes i1d not attaci, the “oviet =ide 2180 would stop
ettcekine, It wee & matter of how to stop the military
opcrations in f-ct., Fc, ohiccrliteu considercd 1t
tO be ressoneble taat the ccesation of milit-ry
opcrr-tions might be achieved, if both sides would withdraw
8 Speclificd distence froir the line thet tiaey verc
occupyln~, Tais woulu mecan & fuctusl cessation of
militery oction. The rroblem of the boundery mizht be
considercd 1n.the ne-ctintions between tie rehrek\ntutlvcs
of both esides,

I told Ghizemitsu that 1 4id not regquest that he
establish the bouaninry wita e now., The siibassador
neac the proposal for the ceesstiorn of milltary ccetion.
I exnlaincd hovi thlis nigcht be ccnerctely rezlizcd.,
There c¢xiets & definite line thet neither tie one side
nor tiaec otacr rniust cross, This line 1is -2hiown on the
map. «cross this linc they must not fire. -Then
calan would be restored. '€ should welcome 1t 1if thc
Japancsec troors were retrecatec etill forther --
this vould be an edaltionel zucrentece of ¢onliy, because
they first begs:i firing, having broien the c«lo on
the border znd first ~ut taelr ertillery into orcretion,

Thecre 1e no regson for us to withiraw our troops,
becousc they hesve never loved rerwerd on to hsncaurian
territory before¢ -nd will not move forvard here {fter,

Ve
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We can guarantee that they will not ress cseross the
boundary 1ndicated on the nep,

i.s 1 pointed out last time, we do not object to the
redemarcation of this sector., But I call your attention
to the fact, thet we do not .ean the cstablishnent of
‘& new Ifrontlier, but the rederarcation of the frontier,
€esteblished by the - Llf“”€U1€or\t1(nt Therefore it
Wwilll Dbe useless to commence this vork unless the
recognition of the Luneh'un azrcement vwith the mep
'and tha 2rotocols cttcened, is set as 'rineiple of it.

ohigenitsu said thet sueh o redemercs=tion might
be effecte  in the said sector on the basis of existing
materiols and egreenents The Janenese side does not
object to the foet taet tne Funch'un usgreenent would
bc one of the materials to be studied. Fowever, alone
with it the materiels to be submitted by Mo “,boufuo
should be studied. Such wori:, of course, shocld be
conducted between Manchoukuo and the U SR, but Jonen
would not withholéd nceessory help. Fis, “hirenitsu!
proprosal, howevcr, cnvisaned the following: ‘Jithout
awalting the results of tie labors of such a commiseion,
both sides shoull cease militory oper=ations, retoining
the positions held todey. «#s 2 result of the withdrawel
0 troops of botiu sides therc would be created sn
€mpty sector, If the redemsrecotion of thie scetor were
cerried out, too,all the detn z2nd ;Lterials ot the
disposal of the %oviet, Manchuri-n, and Jarehnesc
sides would be utilized in thc work of the commiss ion,

I painted out to Shigemitsu that we might -gain
puen tice if we wic¢ not repeat the alreeqy r@jected
nroposrls,., 1 had alreedy rcjected the embossador's
prorosal for the cess-tion of milit-ry operations on
the basis of the situntion zs of to-7sy or tomorrow.
1 told him tht I could accert the rrorosal for the
cessation of milit-ry orer-tions only on one bssis:
Restoratlion of the situation existing before thce coruence-
ment of milit~ry orerations,i. ¢., before July 29.

~roors fror both zide s v rew in vhere they were

pefore July 29, 1, €., before tac beginning of nmilitary
operations, .8 for tlc redewarcation I had alreedy
cXplained thot o bound-ry is fixed only by intcranctional
egrecments end taercefore wec cannot recognize any othcr
waterizls, If Jaren prescnts another hucso—Chinese
cgrecment leater thon tact of Hunch'un, then we agree

to makxc 1t the basis of the work of the redeiiereantion
commission, If not, then the Hunch'un sgreecrent

with 1ts attached docuwents and meps will remain the
only Zocurient. The redemorcction commission must be
bipartite with n equal number of rerrescntotives fron
cech bOf the two) sides. If our side hes two rerrcsen-
tatives, there will be from the other side one revreschn-
totive from Javen and cone Lenchurian, Since we are
cerrying on o fight not with Monchoukuo, but with |

J pcn, participution of the Jarocnese Governwment in

this coiuission is desirable for us.’

H>hilgemitsu
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Shizenitsy stated th:t SiNC€ tihe position of the
Jepranese Governient On the question Of the Eunch'ur
LEYEE et nes bcen re ¢ cXpiained by nic.. he would
10T be reretitiobs IO ny reomerks he saw a2t the
20viet side 1id not objcet to tie c8hablishnert of the
relemercation cCommicsion, Ee WCLil etudy thorcu;hly
todav'sg Convers.tion vith . SO LhR2t he might moxe
clear to hirself how to zo about firding ¢ Precticel
neans of SEttlerent of tie

“Hole qucstion. However,
ne does not I'inéd szrounds I'or edonge

1 Of his own proposal
Ol cessction of millitary orerations,

I tolgd “Digermitsy tlo
Proposal,

Shigeriteay stated theot ViRet I colled o
PTOoposcl vies ¢ 13ia¢ oI critienl repe
Wy concernins hie »ronosc].

Rigenitsuy thrt T he
Ci€ c-niit
PIronost]l cculé be renlized,
Liter-prop s0l,

Shizemitsy repected the t
tOo both sijes CChsinay i ] _
they hevpenegd O be s Present moment ang withdrowin
{""1

& certein cilstance, “rencsc sidce is ready for the
CLTTrying out of tihe Useless

i€ redemarestion, But 1t is
L0 swneais I el fresent situation,

i€ po

aomreation i t he

I said to shiceriitzu tast I Surmarized ny counterw
PIO®Os2]l in the folloming way: We conseat to ceacsing
Lilitary Oberavions if both "ortics oblizcte thenselves
not to cross an3 10¢ 10 fire over o Cefinite line.
by the moucnt oo

Y4 8@&XCeLent either 81Gde is snown to
heve CI'D2s8¢cd over

©i18 1%ue, it must be lumediately
Yithdrawa, Th- 194~ wns

-131320. 18 grewn on the Lap of the
Hunel'un SETECent jang s

¢ this line, in other words,
Chc position *LI0Ls wajeh existea Prior to July
5Ys L. B 1€ Pegilnningy or Allitory overations, ihen
c2lm has becr S % At wild Be POssible to set
about the borier “¢rar LT

i n

: 4+ IR ThC given sector on
tile bosis of tie Huneh'un wgrecnent and tle ma ps
and protoecols attached therceto, If the Japane se
side subrits CROBACT isrecrent between Russie °na Chins,
conecluicd ofier +he nuachtun refecient, then such
cgreemecnt will fornp tie bagis ¢of Work of the commission,
The Cousnilssion au-t e bipsrtite. On the one hend,

neie vt TA2 reore ent- 5iVes Of the UeS.5.R. °nd,

CLE cueh Piom Japan ard-Manchoukuo,
Shigeiitsu stet

I had saig

: h

b en e Outbreak

tihe inecilent, But, the i Ned begun with t he
Occunation of Changkufgng by Sovict troops, The

ooviet gige Protested its «€8ire to scttle the incicent

in




ln 4 penceful voy, but whst hA~d been =eid by i€ bore
little rel~tion to these desires. TIn any ccse, he,
Shiszemitsu wanted to study to-cdcy's conversation, =2nd
poseibly, it would be nceeesary for him to re-elucidete
hisg opinion n& = result of tudying this convercsation.

»fter this I made the followine strtement to
Chiremitsu:

To-dey 1 hrve received 1 renort about a new
ettac:: on Soviet territory, in the sector of the (zl2duXxha
borrier loc-tcd in the Grodekovo - Gistrict-{r-ion),
Firins a heavy mechine-cun, Jancnese troops sudden v
attocked our border cusrds.,who were defending Hill 588
situated 22 kilometers south-west of GrodeXovo on Soviet
territory. Cur reinforcements which soon arrived
the scene of battle, were firegd apon by 2 machine-zun,
"1ter which the J ncnese hid themselves on lcnchurien
territory, le-ving 10 hond-grenzdes 2nd 5C deton-tors.,
Several men on our side were vounded in this connec-
tion. Frobably, the other side =1lso hed wounded, Sueh
1 z2ttack doubtless lowers tle "peece-loving" prorosals
of the Japanese Government. To protect 1s obviously
uselcss “nd therefore my ~overnmont commissioned me to
give warning that vie e<nnot sand do not wish in future to
permit an unpunished firing on our border guzrds ~nd
cVEn - momentcry occunction of psrts of our territory.
e °re filled with determinrtion to t=ke the most
Severe measures in similer cascs, in future, including
the use of 2viction nnd ertillery., It is time to put =
stop to similor excursions of Jopcnese soldiers in our
territory -nd to target rnracticc,

Shigemitsu cstated, th 't before comlnz to see me,
ne hed seen 2 telegrom concerning this incident, but
hed decided not to o0 into its detiils, since he diad
not went to be lote. Fowever, the circumstrnces of
the incident were not so =ze I hed outlined him,
Crossing the border, Soviet troops haod 2ttrocked o
Japanese out-post. .S = result of this, the incident
had brozen out, The telcprem from Tc'-yo hod sugcested
that he cnter = ‘Yovest, - Ile “.onld study thi.
telecram -né then —ive Zn 2nswer to ny statement,

I told Shircemiteu thet I “reztly recegretted that the
Jiprnese overnment in sueh cas S, Save the usual
“Aswer, not admitting the facts of border violetion -~nd
asceribin:s these fecte to the Soviets. However, thcse
answers did not lend us ostray. I osk the ~mbassador
Lo Cclommunientec to his covernment the marning which
I gave ( him )to~dnya

Shicemitsu promisc:® to cormunic:te it ond said
that he thought that the cnswer of the Juranese govcrn-
ment to this would follow. .

Litvinov,




Copy on ten shccts mede fron the criginal diecry
recording the conversation of V., V. Litvinov with
Shigemitsu of 7 .Jucust 1938,

The origincl disry rccordine the conversation of
M, M, Litvinov with Shizemitesu of 7 Aurust 1938 is
preserved 1n the files of the Cintrel Government Fistoricel
srchives of tihe city of Y oscow.,

Chief of the Centrl Government

ilstoricel /rchives of the city of VNoscow.

/Siznature/ V. Vaksckov

/Seel of the Central Government Histor
in Voscow -- VMinistry of Intecrnal .ff

3 Deccmber 19r6.




