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EXHIBIT NO. 23022

Doc. N¢.2273 Page:l

Extract from Interrogntion of 1°U-0, Akira
P2 Anril 1940 .
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s Your forces in Ninking were nol beirg pressed by the
Chinese icrces in 25 wayv--sco ruch so th~t yovr were
1ble to celebrate the taing over, is it aot?

A. JaDanese trcoos maited outside the city —~1l, nd leaflets
mare drovned orcdering the Chinese to surrender,. Such
orders were not obeyed; thrrefore, the J-oninese troovs
entered the caity bv fecrce,

(i & Héw long 24id 1t talke them to dn 11T7?
A. "wo days, ~fter the actval brmb rdrent cormrenced.

:e Do you nttribute it to cecincidence the f~ct that youv were
nlso the Denuty Chief of S+aff of General YAUASHITA when
the rhoe of ‘ianila hapnened?

A In the cnse of MNanking, two or three battalions were to
enter the city, However, ths whole army entered within
the wnlls, thnrebv reeulting in the rane of Nanking,

In the cnse of ianila 'y General YAWASFITA desired to ~void
fighting within the city. orever, certain elements of
the navy nd the army outside of ée

remained in the thv thereby forcing :mericnn forces to
1ttack *he City of 1n111,

o Is fighting in the City of ¥Manila any justification for
raning of the women of *wnila by your scldierg?

A, Such is not Justifiable, s ¢
7. Is fighting in the Cityv -f sylfication for
your soldi killfng\the lans by hvrrning
spline o by mrchine guns,

en nd gEn11 '@

4 er
t@a BQQ . oéaGtrlons in the light

v the 2rry or by the Ccvernment of

neral YATASHITA's comwnnd
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I regret th t you ask svch 2 guestion. " here is no Army
in the world or ~overnment in the world that will instrvet
their peonle to sheot or %ill children or civilian
nonuvlation.

Has it not trovbled your conscience to find that so mainy
innocent vomen n” children were either %illed or raved,
either in Chin~ or the *hilinpines?

“fter the atrocities in Nanking -nd x¥nila, 1nc¢ heing 2
member of the General Staff a2t both incidents. I felt
that something was l-cking in the Jinanese miiitqry
edventicon, '

What do you think is lacking in rilitary edveation?

The troops that cermitted the ~trocities in Nanking 2nd
2nlla were men mobllized in a hurry, an? they were not
trained oroverly in rilitary ecucation,

“hen did you ccme neross that book vritten by 2n Arericon
on the rape of Nanking?

I hrve not seen the boo“, but I merely heard th-t such =
bock a8 nrinted in imer{cwg

You were told 2bout it in 1037 - 19387
I believe it was in 1938,

ere you not nshamed ‘s a profession-l soldier th~t sveh a
state of things should find itself in - book indicting
1g2inst your Army?

I felt that 1t was ~ shame to the J n-nese troopns,

Did not the high ranking Javanese o“ficers discuss the
matter ~nd find out in ~hat wav you could irprove the

situation so thit sirilar incidents would not be repeated
in the fuvuture?

There were no formrl githeorincs 3just to discuss such
mitters, but arong the officers there were individual

discussions.

Did you not feel at the time 1u 1638 that there must be
something wrong with the inforration section of your arry?
“hy w~s 1t that in the case of Manking vou onlv knew ~bout
ten or twenty incidents when the book mentioned written by
the American, "“he Rape of HNanking", the whole civilian
populntion? |
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i As I hive stated before, I h-ve only heard of hetween
ten to trenty incidents. Fow mny incidents were renortcd
within the two armies I do not know,

* * %k

P=ge 10

Vhenn yoa heard in 1938 abeort the book rentioning 2bout the
rapce of Hankirg, did you not discuss the matter informally
with other officers in ~ hicher ecliclon?

Ae There were no aiscussions,

5, You meationed sbout inforral discussions ~bout atrocities
comritted in Chipa, OF vwhot 343 thosec diswtss?ions consist?

A« There were no distvssions concerning the ranme of Ninking
in reegnrds to the vuvblished bock. ~ovever, becaase the
J~nanese trecovs Trere mispbenving, there were irtcrmnl
discussions.

e hnt remcéies ere svggested in those Qiscussions?

A During the China--J1vvncse wnd the "usso-Jemanese arp
such atreocious 2cts vere not kinorn Arong the Jononese
irmy. It ras aboat 1915 when Jip-ness troons were sent
to Siberia svch tencencies towarg atrocity cuame into
the limelignt. thoreby broving th~t the qrality ind
character of the J2prnese is slo/ly deteriorating.
“herefore, educntion in hores and schools must be chaneed
to mcet the sitvation. Suvch discussions ore held in-
form1ly,

Re .ny officers like you were werried about suvch atrocitics
becrvuse it roflzcted 2¢vereely on the hcnor and pr~stige
of the Jav-~nese Imverial ferees, Is 1t net?

A, They werce very much worried,

. 7ou were vorried vourself sc that when the book apnearcd
you triecd to lnvestigate what you could deo in order to
rcmedy the situaticon---the book on the rape of NMinking?

e For 2 long time I had Lren associnted ith the Inspector
General *ilitary Training Denartment, and I was very
much i1nterestcd in the proper cducation of the ATV e

& “hat reforms did you intreoduce in the tr2ining and cdu-
cation of the youne mew “tho were about te eo into the 2rmy
so that those wenknesscs which rou noticed to have cropped
un 1fter the Siberi-n ~xnecdition in 1915 covld be corrected?

e .. TE a9
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At the time when J~p-nese troops were sent to Sibecri-,
I was only a Scceond Licutenant, so even if I dic notice
that I couldn't do anything ﬁbout 1ta

But when you h~d influcnce with the officec of thec Adjutant
General who was in charge of military training, vhat did
vou G0 in cordcr to strengthen that wceakness ”hICh you
noticed way back in 19157

Even after I beeame Licutenant General I could not do
mything as I was not 2 divisional comrander. In order to
nut anything intec forcc cne has to be a divisional
commindcer .

How about when you bacame Chicf of the Hilitary Affairs
Burcau?

The Chief of the Military Burecau is only a staff ander the
ministerof War, and hc has no novver to give out orders on

SUCh,

If vou were  divisicnal comr~nder or if you had been in
charge cf the trainirg or cducation in the schools, you

vvould hawve givrn out ordars to the schools that thqu vienknes

which ycu :iotilccid since L1915 s strcagsheiied nd

fortificd?
Yes, (7itness laugh)®

V'h2t haovcened in Siheri~ which started the deterior~tion of
the character of the Japancse soldicr?

Confiscation, or rather stealing, rave, robbery, ~nd such,




