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HEADQUARTERS
Us S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMaSTER, SAN FRAITCISGO
INTERROGAPION NO,(USSBS NO, 469) Plsce: Tolkvo
Nev,No. 111 Dater 20 Nnvimber 1945

Division of Origin: Navel Anelysis Division.
Subjects Eecort of Shinving,
Personnel interrogstod:

Commender MIZUTANI, Kotzuiil, IJN (Reserve) was
commissioned in the Navy after civilian experience o= chief
nfficer and master nf NYK shipas, His entire duty durine World
War II wes spment in command of navel escort vessels,

Where interviewed: Meiji Puildine.
Interrogetor: Ceptain Steedmen Teller, U.S.N.
Interpreter: Lt(je) R. P, Brown, U.S.N,R.

allied Offtcers Present: None,
SUMM..RY

Commander MIZUT:NI while commendine =n escort vessel in
convey experienced twn day long carrier aircreft ettezcks n
convoys at sea, One occured west »f SAIPAN on 12 June, 1944
and the other northwest ~f CHICHI JIMA in August, 1241, He

alsc was prescnt at INOWASE during the sustzined cerrier air
attack on that HONSHU port 27 duly, 1945,

A successful midnicht submarine 2ttack ~n an
important convoy off PALAU nn 1 May 1944 is described in
detail, OCommander MIZUTANI cleims to have sunk -ne american
submarine after it mede a successful attack on a small crnvoy,
He hed grnd reenllection nf details and appeered to be very

careful in answering questinns accurastely. He sveaks fair
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TRANSCRIPT ’

Irenscript ~f Interrogation of (Commander MIZUTANI, Katsuji, IJN
anerve)

“ﬁ-——--ﬂ——i—--—-““ﬂ———-——-w---—””

Qe Whet experience did you heve with aircraft or submarine
attacks while in command ~f coastal destroyer #4 between
April 1944 and Februsry 1943,

4, On 11 June 1944, the day before your preliminary bombing
and bombardment of SAIPAN began, a convoy of 12 ghips
end 10 escorts left TANOPAG harbor for JAPAN, The
convoey consisted of small freigchters and cne large one of
7,000 tons, The escorts were 211 small except for the
torpedc boat CHIDORI, whnse captain commended the convoy,
and my coastal dostrover ¥4, After sailine from SAIPAN

- We recelved word that an air attack from a carrier Task

- Force was exvected and consequently headed west, On 12
June about 0930 (Tokyo Time) the first wave of carrier
planes began attacks which were tc last practicelly all
day. This first weve conristed of about 35 planes and
concentrated on the merchant ships,” Seven of the twelve
were damaged and left burning, The second attack wave
followed about two and ~ne half hours later and concentrabed
on the escorts, strafine heavily, The CEIDORI was™ sunk
and crastal desteoyer #4 wes severely damased by the
strafing, One hundred men, -2bout helf my crew, were
"elther killed or wounded, One ether escort vessel was
heavily damaged by strafing and 21l escort vessels suffercd
some, danage, At each attack the convoy tonk indiv1dual
ovasive acticn and conereqiuicutly dispersed over the *arca,
The third and last weve struck us about 1500 and again
concentrated on the merchant ships, All these ships
except one verc stopped as result of previous damage or
the third wave, After this attack the weather becenme
squally end the convoy separated further, I hezded first
for OKINAWA then north, Next mornine #4 coastrl destraver

~wes a2lone and the weather was still bad so I +Cturned
to the area to seazrch feor survivors, Durine -the next
S deys I looked for other ships »f c¢~nvoy and then
returned to JAPAN, I leasrned from other officers ard

" reports on my return that all the remalning naval
siips reached. JAPAT bxt only tw oy three of the ariginal
le merchant ships reached port, They must have sunk in the
rough weather due t0o damace received in the attacke.

I had another experience with cerrier nlane attacks at
the tlme crrisers and destroyers bombarded CHICHI JIMA
and 170 JIMA in August 1944, A convoy of 5 small merchant
ships, ab}ut - OOO tons each and gscort had just arrived at
%FLCPI JIMa carrying reenforcement troops.-for bnth islands,
e were enchored in FUTAMI harbor unleadine trcops when
word came by CHICHI JIMA racdin thet american fleet units
were closings IWO JIMA, We wanted tn~ sail that day but
1t was decided t» unload gll.the troops so we sailed the
next morning at 0530 (Tolgyo Time). & total of 6 merchant
ships were escorted by the destroyers MATSU (Vice Admiral
ToKaHASHI commendinz the escort and convoy), FATAKAZE,
coastal cdeatroyers No, 4 and No, 12 and sgbchoser #5]1 of
the SCS 51 class, We steered northwestward in a corract
formation, Vice admiral TAKAHASHI alwave insisted nn a cl-ose
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Transcript of I terregetion of (Commender MIZUTANI, Katsuji, IJN,
Reserve)
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formation when air attack was expected and would not
permit individual maneuvers to scatter the conv*y a8
other commanders had done, The total number of 25mm

guns in the convoy was gbout 140 so we had gocd close
in defenae,

At 2bout 0930 the first wave of 50 carrier planes arrived.
The convoy was closed up and upon approach of planes ]
chaneged course to. the west, Attack was coencentrated on ‘
the merchant ships, the MATSU and HATAKAZE, The only
serious damage was the HATAKAZE!S Tudder being put out of
commission, There were a few casualties and only near
mieses from bombes, I estimate we shot down 2 or 3 planes,
the second attack occurred at 1100, I nbserved only one
direct bomb hit on a merchant ship and this did not slow
her, Strafing caused heavy casualties on MATSU, HATAKAZE
and #¥#12 coastal destroyer, The third wave attack arrived
at 1400 and consisted mostly of torpedo attacks on the
merchantmen. All of these were hit, 5 beineg sunk immediately
- with an average of 1 or 2 hits each and the sixth sustaining

.damage and caught fire, ¢ bomd hits were seen although

a few were dropved, The torpedo attack came from all

directions and I believe 2 nr 3 planes were shot down,
(Refer to plate = 1 )

The weather became.worse abrut 1800 and Vice Admiral
TAEAHASHI ordered rescue operations, My ship, #4
cnastel destroyer, was orderecd to standby the one
surviving merchentman and we prnceeded westward aslcwly,

o gl i Numbers 12 and 51 escorts: évidently misunderstood signals

- in the bad weather and stord away ‘tn the northwerd, eventually
reaching port safely. At about 1930 or 2000 I received
a radie message from.the MATSU that she was being attacked
by 4 cruisers and 6. deatrcyers. She wes on a southerly
course at this time,. The HATAKAZE had lagzed behind,
perhaps on’ aécount of her dameged rudder, I learned
“later from bno of her officers that they could see the

sunfire of the flght between the MATSU and American ships
but were out of fun range, Shortly afterward the last
merchantman sank about 2100 due to damage received and the
rough sea, About 2300 MATSU msent another radio message
saying that she wes again beins attacked, This message .
was broken off before completion and the destroyer was not
heard from again., There were no survivors, The destroyer
HATAKAZE was still secvarated from MATSU at this time 2nd
turned north, reaching JAPAN safely,

I hed one nther experience with carrier aircraft attack, this

time- in the southérn HONSHU port of INOWASE, The attack

occurred on 27 July, 1945 beginning about 0600 and lasting

all day., Dive bombing, rnckets and strafine werec employed,

I know of the follewing damase to ships?

KOMAHASEI « 0ld merchant ships converted to submarine tendar
aground after beins demaged forward by rockets,

No, 45 coast escort vessel - heavy damagzc just forward of
brldre where 4 or 5 rocket 9nd tomb hite nearly
severed the hull, Aground
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Transcript of Interrogation of (Commander MIZUTANI, Katéuji,

IJN, Reserve)

HHH““-_F-"““"““—--H—-----—--I-ﬂ—"“-‘-“”

Qe

No, 14 ccast escort vessel -~ near miss by rockets ncar bow,
many holes. in hull, Aground

No. 18 BANSHU MARU - (0ld ship) sunk

There probably was other damage to tankers and small

craft but many escaped by beings hidden under trees close

to shore, . -

From your experience with rockets and dive bembing which

dn you consider most effective against shipping?t

From the little I saw nf rockets I would say they are more
effective, They appear to be more accurate and even the misses
are not far from the target so they also do damage, The

fiery effect of the rockets also disturbs the gunners aim,

On the other hand a plane delivering rockets in a shallow

cive is easier for anti-aircraft machine ~uns tn hit then
a dive bomber, :

Were your convnys attacked by multi-engined aircraft or

by any aircraft at night?

During November and December 1244 I mede sevir.l convoy
trips tetween TATEYAMA and OHICHI JIMA, arriving off the
northern island KITANO JIMA abodt 2300 (Tokyn Time) and at
CEICHI JIMa at sunrise, We would remain at the latter place
unloading durine the day and lesve for JAPAN at sunset.

While in the barbor my convoys were attacked on four occaissions
by four-engine bombers in formation of 56 to 10 planes, Thay
tombed from about 1500 meters in salve but made no hits, The
ships were instructed not to fire at them., We relied on

the shore based anti-aircraft batter1os for protection at
CHICEI JIMA,

In the vieinity of KITANC JIMA I was attacked twice at
night by a single rncket plane with no hits or damage,

Do you remember details of any submarine attack on your
convoy?

Yes, On 1 May, 1944 a convey of four large ships and four
escort vessels was leaving PALAU after the ships had un-—
loaded troops and qunpliea. The convoy was 35 miles northe
west of PALAVW cn courme £96° when about midnight a submarine
torpeds attack damaged the two ships in the port cclumn,

The leading ship MIIKE MARU, an ex N.Y,K. liner of 12,000
tons, was hit in engine room and stopped. The ASOZAN MARU,
eX-MITSUI liner 9,000 tons, was hit on pert bow and also
stooped (refer t» Plate — 2)., The destroyer HATAKAZE with
the two undameged ships returned to PALAU and ordered the
crest defense vessels %4, MANJU and KASADO to remain with

the two demagzed ships, In spite of this prote~iion about two
hours later a second tormede attack was mede and the MIIEE
MARU was hit nn the starbnard bow near the sun, Trhe ammunition
for the gun caught fire and the resultine fire burned for

two or three days until she sank, The ASOZAN MARU made ree
pairs in about four hours and, accompanied by #4 coast de~
fenase vessel, reached KOSSOL Roads where she made further re-
pairs bef~re returning to JAPAN,
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Commsnder MIZUTANI, Katsuji,
IJN, Reserve)
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- Transcript of Interrogation of (

Q. Did you seink any American submarines during your escort

duty? | o :

I consider<only nne attack cuccesaful; In' Jenuary 1945,
about 8 miles northeast of an iglend lncated ab approximately

w F

Latitude 30° North, Longitude 140%30t East I was convoying
three small ships (Refer to Plate - 3) a submatrine made an
attack from the atarboard beam of the conveoy and sank the
last ship. I turned to oart and attacked the gubmarine

with depth charges brinzing up much 011 which I watched
for 6 hours, Then a subchaser relieved me and obsérved

much oil eontinue to come up fromn the sane sPot for_24
hours, I believe the submarine Was sunk. B

P
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Transcript of Intérrogation ¢f (Commander MfZUTANI, Katsuji,
IJN, Reserve)

L]
r-il-l—cH”-m--“——-“"d'-‘d-——nﬁﬂ““ﬂﬂ““—-—--—H
'.*I.i.'i'-:

NamSU $12 Tscnrt
(V.Ad, TAKAHASHI ) N
.~ _Westerly Course «0 | -0 D
LA one bomb hit
%51 SCS at 1100
| " P
HATAKAZE #4 Escort

Comdr. MIZUTANI)

Conveoy formation during carrier air a%¥acks at 0930 and 1100
in august 1944 Northwest of CFICHI JIMA.

NMATSU #12 Escort
~0(7) -0
-X 8 ~& S
2 Westerly Course
L= g S -0 d
#51 SCS
-~ 8 -~ S
'fﬁff’ wal) w0
o - HATAYAZE ¢ Eacort

/ L]
Heaviest

torpnedo attack

Convey formation during cerrier aircraft torpedo and bombing
attack at 1100 the same day

‘ S ~ vessel sunk by torpedoes
,4 ~ vessel damage by tormedoes

Plate - 1 -
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"RANSCRIPL of Interrogation_ (Commangcer HIZUEAHI4QEa£e§uii4.l-l.ﬂ-l- »

_Torpedoes .
#4 Escort _"of 1st attack(Midpight)

O~ - A 0-(Flagship) ~
(Comdre MIZUTANI)""- .0 HATAKAZE'////f’ |

a a(s)”

s S 2 0= | | .
ASOZAN MARU MITKE - MARU f
9,000 Tons (MITSUI) 12,000 Tons (NyK)

| Course
i ol G i S TS me oo o o= ;*,
090°

O- | ?_
* NOTO MARU <
9,000 Tons (NyK) 9,000 Tons (0SK)

O- iy
KASADO MANJU
Bascort Lscort

d(s) - vessel damaged, eventvally sunk e
d - vessel danared

submarine torpedo atteack about midnight 1 - 2 May 1944 in positlor

35 miles northeast of PALAU.

--———-_-————————_—-_-_“—-—__------_

-

Northerly Course

. g o
( X ar :
#54 () () () . () #4 Coast
Coast 1,200 Tons 1,200 Tons \ - defense
defense \ - (Comdr. MIZUTANT)
\ 5 |
i '__,,..a-—--""'";w-ﬂ’- - —4\\ S ° S ©
s (X)° ,
500 tons " S
' g - vessel sunk

SaS- " SmeaI‘ine

()
Sub Chaser i
{
UNITED STATES subnarine attack a convgy 3 miles North East of 1s-
l1and in approximate position 30° N, 140 - 30 B in January 1945.
submarine believed to have been sunk by #4 coast defense vessel.
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HE/; DYUARTERS
U, S. STR,. TEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

Washington, D, C.
Jenucry 1946

Tuterrogation No. USSBS 469 - Sup.
(Nev No. 111)

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

Subject: Escort of Shipping.
Tnterrogation of: Cormander MIZUTANL, Ketzuji, I.J.N.

Interrogation by: Captain Steadman Teller, U.S.N.

The ctteched chart(s) supplement Interrogation No.
USSBS 469 (Nav No. 111). -

neclosure: Annex "A","B", & "C",




MgV %> ESCORT .

= =N

(V.AD. TAKAHASHI )

< <J <J
CONVOY FORMATION
WESTERLY
P ? DURING CARRIER AIR ATTACKS
COURSE ™5
L <3 <3
SCS AT 0930 AND 1100 4 AUGUST
ONE BOMB
HIT AT 1100 1944 NORTH WEST OF
<) F CHICH! JIMA
HATAKAZE 4 ESCORT

(CMDR. MIZUTANI)

MATSU *IZ ESCORT

o o

<8 <S8 CONVOY FORMATION
WESTERLY DURING CARRIER AIRCRAFT
‘__f < <Jo
as'cs TORPEDO AND BOMBING

ATTACK AT 1400 THE

SAME DAY

TORPEDO ATTACK

/ ?4 ESCORT S = VESSEL SUNK BY TORPEDOES
HATAKAZE

D= " DAMAGED BY TORPEDOES

USSBS No 469
NAV No |l

ANNEX A

PLATE 1lI=|




TORPEDOES OF
Ist ATTACK (MIDNIGHT )

NO.4 ESCORT
-
(COMDR. MIZUTANI ) - AN
| HATAKAZE
d d (s)
> . >
ASOZAN MARU MIIKE MARU
9,000 TONS 12,000 TONS
(MITSUI) ( NYK) COURSE
.—_+
090°
[ | =
NOTO MARU
9,000 TONS 9,000 TONS
(NYK) (OSK)
| - <>
KASADO MANJU
ESCORT ESCORT

d(s)= VESSEL DAMAGED,EVENTUALLY SUNK
d= VESSEL DAMAGED

SUBMARINE TORPEDO ATTACK ABOUT MIDNIGHT 1-2MAY 1944
IN POSITION 35 MILES NORTHEAST OF PALAU.

USSBS No. 469
NAV No. I}

ANNEX B

PLATE (1l -2




NORTHERLY COURSE

T

F N
NO. 54 | No. 4
COAST 0 0 \ COAST DEFENSE
DEFENSE . MIZUTAN |
1200 TONS 1200 TONS \ WHMDR. MiZ )
/ S.S.
s & "
500 TONS \\
SUB. CHASER S- VESSEL SUNK

SS.-SUBMARINE

U.S. SUBMARINE ATTACK ON CONVOY 8 MILES NORTH EAST OF ISLAND
IN APPROXIMATE POSITION 30°N.,140°-30'E. IN JANUARY 1945.
SUBMARINE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SUNK BY NO. 4 COAST DEFENSE

VESSEL.

USSBS No 469

NAV No |11
ANNEX G

T e R A S

PLATE (II-3




