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CHINA AIRMAILS
By S. J. Mills

(Continued from last number)

On July 13th., 1929, the French aviators Rignot and Arrachart, flving
from Paris to Tokyo, carried mail from Canton to Shanghai. These covers
are back-cancelled July 15th., 1929, at Shanghai. A group of philate-
lists in Canton were interested in getting these aviators to carry a bag of
mail and chopped the letters, prior to sending them to the post-office, with
the following chop, in red:—

On October 21st., 1929, the mail serviece fx;ga_m Shanghai to Nanking
was extended to Hankow. No special chop was used for letters carried
between these two places and the regular postal cancellation is the only
way in which they can be identified.

When the plane passed through Nanking, on October 21st., carrying
the first airmail from Shanghai to Hankow, no mail was posted by the
public from Nanking to Hankow, since no notice had been given of the
exact date of the extension of the service from Nanking to Hankow.
Therefore, covers posted in Nankindg; on QOctober 22nd., and received the
same day in Hankow or Wuchang, can, be considered first flight covers from
Nanking to Hankow. The same plane made the flight up the river to
Hankow that brought mails from Shanghai to Nanking stopping also at



Kiukiang en route. There was no change of planes in Nanking. 1 have
a letter from the Nanking Postal Commissioner to that effect.

The first plane left Hankow for Shanghai on October 21st., 1929,
stopping at Kiukiang and Nanking on its way down river and having
mail for both those places. That date, therefore, is the date of first flight
covers from Hankow to Kuikiang, Nanking and Shanghai. The journey
between Shanghai and Hankow by plane takes about six hours,—a distance

of approximately 600 miles.
{To be Continued)

The First Meeting of the Season 1930-1931.

The first meeting of the season 1930-1931, being the Annual General
Meeting, was held at the Bankers Club on Sunday, September 28.

The Chairman, Mr. M. D. Chow, reported on the aspect of progress
in the last reason, the increase of life members, and the views on the future
improvements in connection with the affairs of the Association.

The Treasurer reported on the Income and Expense Accounts for the
last season, and the Librarian made a report on the increase in the number
of volumns of journals he had under his care.

A ballot was then taken for the re-election of the Committee and the
result was as follows:—

Mr. M, D, Chow was still unanimously elected as President.
Mr. D. C. Chang.

Mr. Z. V. Yeams.

Mr. Church Chu.

Mr. F. T. Lee.

Mr. Charles Leng.

Mr. P. Y. Hsu.

Following there was an interesting auction in which 120 lots were put
up for public sale including many rare stamps and covers.

Errata for Vol. 2 No. 10

Page 2 Line 2 of the article “China Airmails”
“on that mail was carried” should read
“on that date mail was carried”

. . Page 3 Line 1
“On the same date on which mail left Shanghai, a plane carrying mail”

: ~ Should read
“The above chop means that the mail matter was carried by the first”

Errata for Vol. 2 No. 11
‘ Page 2 Line 13
“The top of No. 25 stamp” should read “The top of No. 20 stamp”



