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THE MOSQUE EL MOYED.

MaHOMET is one of the men whom history is forced to com-
memorate., Everywhere in the east you are reminded of his
life and doings. Centuries have rolled away since he in-
scribed his Koran on the shoulder blades of mutton, but all
day long the priests still read his strange old book, and the
traffickers in the busy market bow down when the voice of the
priest is heard—** To prayers, to prayers, God is the true God
—to prayers, to prayers—Mahomet is his prophet.”” What a
wonderful change that wild son of the desert effected in the
habits and feelings of those eastern people—how changed are

edifice are very costly and beautiful. The ceiling is divided
into different compartments by rich mouldings, painted and
gilt. Within the most sacred portion of the mosque there is
a gorgeous display of valuable jewels set in gold and silver,
while curiously wrought tapestries of the finest material,
arrayed in graceful folds, add to the magnificence of the
scene,

Three minarets are erected on the mosque, one at the north-
west angle of the building, and the other two at the south-
east angle. These two last abut upon the gate of the Bazaar

YIEW OF THE MUSQUE EL MOYED, AT CAIRO,

they since they went on pilgrimage to the black stone and
worshipped at Kaaba !

Strange places are the eastern mosques; speaking of those
of Cairo, Bartlett, in his ¢ Nile Boat,” says, *‘ Among the four
hundred mosques in the city, many of which are in a state of
decay, very beautiful specimens may be met with.” One of
them our engraving represents. The Mosque-el-Moyed, or
Medrecet-el-Moyed, was erected at the beginning of the
fifteenth century (in the year 807 of the hegira), by the sultan
Abou-el-Nars, Sheik-el-Mamoudy, surnamed Melik-el-Moyed,
of the illustrious family of the Daherites, upon the spot for-
merly occupied by a prison, where the Emir Mentech was
detained captive. The interior decorations of this religious

el Soukarieh. From the galleries of the minarets the priests
call the faithful to prayers. A number of shops are attached
to the exterior walls of the mosque, and the tenants have to
keep the place in good repair. It is a fine old specimen of
castern architecture, perhaps one of the finest in all Cairo.
In the Mosque-cl-Moyed there is great care displayed for the
accommodation of the priests in ascending the minaret at the
time of worship, as one of the most important parts of their
religious economy is this public declaration of the hour of
prayer, and of their faith in Mahomet, who fell like a spark
on black unnoticeable sand, ‘‘but lo, the sand proved ex-
plosive powder, and blazed heaven high from Delhi to
Grenada !”



