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| who epreads dlsaﬁ’ebtvqn to Government is
gmlty of treason or felony or e%en mis-

ﬂl ﬁm 'n!lcﬂ wu afa% fna 1 «G

| Qater -edition of the same book. Mr
| ‘Stephen, however, very strongly protests
against this view of his Law and assures |

w3 Beig qify

alarmed them.
‘assurance, wé are yet very | painfally aware

see, how far this isa fact.

__.-"'\-'—"'_:"—

@vEtm wrEan TNt s(aqrye TSy

‘Mg Srepaex’s Law AND SprrcH—The
law is passed ! -And Mr - Stephen has
jmmortalized his ‘name. History shall
never forget him as it has not forgot Sir
Metcalfe. The latter as we accide’ntly
found that day, has got a place in Maun-
der's Biographical Treasury because he

conferad a great boon on the hatives,

and Mr Steéphen may fihd a place in ‘the

the public ‘that they need not fear, ‘that

1t willnot take-away-—thedibe.ty of speéch

- | and the Native Press has ‘annecessarily
AT

However pleasing this

of the many exaggerated, illogical, and

colored statements, which MrStephen was |

pleased to make in his speech. A just

canse requires no lame arguments to sup-

poit it, and prépared as we wee, we must |

cofl'f‘eqs, we felt astonished at the ar-
| guments ased by the moving spirit of our

Law-making machine. The first prop051-
tion that he confidently puts forth. is that

out Penal Code plus his sedition Law

would only equal the English Law in its

Provisions aga.mst state offences. ILiet us
Even if this

were true, Mr Stephen ought to have
proved first of all that (1) English Law
on this head was well adapted to that
country and (2) what law is goda for
England is also goOd for Indla,. The
Ené'hsh law of treason ana sedl‘bmn may

be fairly considered as ¢comprised in the

following: the five classes of treasonable
acts as defined by 25 Edward T1T ¢ 2, the
unrepealed provisions of 86 Geo I1L. ¢ 7,
the offence éalled ¥ misprison of tieason,”
those known as * h‘icrb misdemea-
nours, ” and ﬁmﬂy the recent enactments
11 and 12 Vict e. 13. Now aﬂer the
speech of Mr Steplién, we have carefully
gone through the above bt have falled

to discover in any of the fdregomg statu-

| ary or traditional laws a provistdn in effect

the same th,h the enactmént that a ma.h

stringent, if not more strlncrent-

— e

—

L

Yo g e wteta o w1
fratad firs S - “ Act fothdwmd III amoulits to this, tiha.t
A L e i faproofs by overt fdets of the ‘eticompassin
oteta) fafess®  wefzquwdl arw [P0 U0 T T
S ‘or imagining the death of the Sovereign
’ﬂ @ - i3 ) . » 4] Rt P AL R G .
® | : will establish €he guilt of ‘tréason. Tt is

clear that the aféty of a pérson ‘was 'Hll
thdt was ‘contetiplated in this old law.

| The Act 36 Geo TIT'c. 7. ‘ahd ‘what was

” and “high

called * misprison’of ‘treasoh

‘misdemheanors” aimh at the same oh_]

The latest enactmetit, we ‘fiean 11 arid -12

Vict. ¢. 12 too only gives ‘more iprecise
definations of ‘the provisions with ‘some

Va.ddltlons prov idihg against the use of force

or violence to the ngh Officials ‘'of Go-
verntnent. Where is ‘the provmmh then

'which brands ‘an etprescuon of ‘honest

opinion which tends to'spread disaffection

to Goveriunent, vay, Where is theprovision
‘8o punish even those who attempt to excite
disaffection 2 If viewed Wwith a proper
regard to previleges and rights of the
people, these attempts may be "rega‘raed
only as so many obstructions thrown in the

way of the encroachments of Government..

| Jealous as' the English nation 18 of the

Majesty of the sovereign and law, fur-
therest were it from its mind to slight
the rights of th- subjects. It was'wisely

provided that the person of the sovereign

should be protected, and Mr Stephen from
that precedent enacts that nothing which
tends to spread disaffection to Govern-

ment should be Written or spoken. Use
of force, threats to use force or conipiring
to use force a.ga,mst the Government shoald
be the main thing to prov1de against for
the safety of the Statse. The Eiglish
Law has made these pro’wsmnabut equally
provi-
sions for the above offenices are found in
sections 121 to 124 as well sections 141

and 505 of the Indian Penal Code, We |

are really unable, therefore, to uﬂderstand '-

Mr Steplén’s censures as to the complete-
ness of the Code.

conspiring treason inserted in the new =

. la.W seems RISO eq ually SupelﬂUOuﬁ_ Ii‘ 1
| sections 121 and 107 are read tog*e*t:]:fer. <
Fraitoroall conspirators would seem clearly o

to comie within their joint scope.

The next puint to which we shall - 4
allude today is the questlon of i mtentxon. s
T
The pu bhc objected that to pumsh m-

The ené’ctment Erc
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e honorable men  go to such lengths to

s .

% . defend a favorite, we must not be blamed

_if one look upon that favorite with a
1t is true, that the Pénal

~ Code like any other crlmmal code makes

~» suspiclous eye.

LD - = e ——
— Lt g

mtentlon the essence of all crimwe but 18

_.. frap
i R
e - — =

| there a single case in which the Code does
~ not clearly define an offence to consist in
~ some manifest, unequivocal and tangible
' *a,cts and circimstances 2 The Code in fact
L 18 80 precise as not to have left undefined
- such simple terms as ‘“ honesty ” * volun-
E :.tanly ” &e. &e. Mr Stephen, then, _12-
{ -",_t-e‘nde to punish intentions, or in other
; _

b

" awords, fools who cannot keep thelr own

- —~—

_r eounsels. 'It never occured to Mr Stepben
£ t.ha.t people W1th a black heart are Very
. gareful of their expressions, it never oc-
@ed to him that a rectitude of purpose
‘ ,’lma.kes people more rash; that a foe 1s
L -pohte and a friend uncompromismor.' It
~ never occured to him that people with an
i ' ;-mtention to spread disaffection so0as to
J{ ?.make it eﬁ’ectwe Would never resort to
& Newspapers of public places to say out
-:ithelr say and the consequence of his law,
lf etnctly and vigorgusly administered,

’would ‘be the escape of the guilty and the
pumshment of the innocent. In conclusion,
we might very aptly apply the remarks of
the Parhament of Henry IV wupon 'the |
trmon statate of Richard II to Mr
Stephens law, The recital of the statute of
Henry AV runs thus:— ¢ That no man |
kne\v ‘how he ought to behave hlmself to .
..... ﬂo, speak, or say for doubt of such pains |

!
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