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Dec. 1st. 1810.7

THE misconceptions which have
prevailed, and the misrepresentations
which have been circulated, with re-
spect to the campaign in Portugsdl;
have determined me to lay beforé‘;:hq.:
public what appears to me a more
correct view of this important sub-
ject than has hitherto appeared. I
confess that I have heen. additionally
urged to this undertaking, by the ifi-
dignation which I have felt at the
‘unworthy attempts, whlch have been
made to undermine the military répus
A2 tdtion
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tation of the distinguished officer at
the head of the allied army in Portu-
gal: attempts which, whethe;%
have_proceeded from the violence of
pohtlcal hostility, or the rancour of
personal malice, are equally disgusting
to the feelings, and inconsistent with
the generosity of the British nation.

The first question which suggests
itself, in considering this subject, is,
What was Lord Wellington’s object
in the present campaign? I answer,
strictly and literally the defence of
Portugal, involving (exclusively of all
political considerations) the conse-
quent oceupation of a powerful French
afmy, which would othermse have
been applicable 'to a varlety of im-
portant pomts, and equal perhaps (if
not 80 oceupied and opposed) to the

subjugation
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subjetgation of thg whole peninsula.
His planwould, ina mere military point
of view, have nccessarily been defen-
sive, whether in reference to the nu-
merical inferiority of his forcc, at least
at the opening of the campaign, or to
the then state of the Portuguese
army, which, being perfectly un-
tried, ought upon no account to have
been risked in the field, in the first
instance, except under circumstances
of peculiar advantage or of absolute

<+
necessity.

What, on the other hand, was the
abject of the enemy? Nothing less
than the expulsion of the British army,
the conquest of Portugal, and all the
momentous consequences on the fate
of the peniusula, which these successes
would produce. Wlth these objects a

AS very
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very powerful force was assembled, con-
sisting of the corps d’armée of Ney, Ju-
not, and Regnier, under thc command
of Marshal Massena, one undouhtedly
of the best generals in thc French
service, supported by a staff, whose
names are eminently distinguished in
all the campaigns of Buonaparté.
Massena, i his proclamation to
the Portuguese, estimated his army
at a hundred and ten thousand men:
its real force was probably between
eighty and ninety thousand. I have
no means of judging accurately of the
allied force at the same period, but I

" should apprehend that it could cer-
tewly not gxceéd, and probably did
not nearly athount to ‘sixty thousand
men. Indeed, exclusive of the militia,
which was divided upop many diffe-
rent poiits, I .cannot, on any inform-
ation
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ation of which I am possessed, carry
it higher than fifty thousand regu-
lars. The plan of the enemy was
thereforc offensive, for his object
could not be attained, unless he
compelled the British army to eva-
cuate Portugal. Let us se¢ thenhow
far he has attained thiggbject; and
let us with that¥Tew trace the course
of cvents during the campaign.
. *

Its commencement may be dated
from thc movementof the French army
to invest Ciudad Rodrigo: The force
which was assembled for that purpose,
consisted of the'two corps of Ney and
Junot, whilst that under I(egniér
moved from the reighbourhood of
Badajos, to the right bank of the
"Tagus, 'where it threatened the fron-
tier of Portugal, along the course of -

Coad that
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that river, and communicated with
the main body under Massena, through
the mountains to the northward of
the Vale of Placentia.

In order to oppose this plan of at-
tack, Lord Wellington assembled the
main body of the allied army in the
nelghbourhood o‘[‘hlmexda, and direct-
ed General Hill, who watched the mo-
tions of Regnier from the Vicinity of
Elvas,tomake a movement to the right
bank of the Tagus, and to cover the
road to Lishon by Castello Branco,
which was thrcatened by the corps of
Regnier : and a reserve was assembled
at Thomar under Geperal Leith.
Those who are at.all *acquziinted with
military sﬁbjects, and abbve all with

mlhtary topography of Portugal,

~will easﬂy perceivé the ability’ with
which
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which this disposition was made. The
ground taken up by Lord Welling-
ton himself was so strong as to be
secure from any direct attack, and
General Hill was enabled from his po-
sition at Elvas to anticipate any
" movement which Regnier mjght make
with a view to turn Lord Welling-
ton’s right; which accordingiy we
find that he actually did; and the
moment that the French general en-
tered into direct co-operation‘ with
Massena by moving to the right of
the Tagus, General [lill, by a corre-
sponding movement, placed himself
upon Lord Wellington’s right, and
thus secured that important point, The
position occupied by General Leith
at Timmar, enabled him to move ej-
ther on his left, to the Mondego, to

support Lord Wellington, if he retired
along



( 10 )

along the valley of that river; to his
front to support Gencral Hill ; or on
"his right to maintain the line of the
Tagus.

After a sicge which cost the enemy
many lives, and, what he valued more,
much time,—which did great honor
to the brave garrison who defended

‘ it, and was of considerable ultimate
advantage to the Allies by deferring
the invasion of Portugal, Ciudad Ro-
drigo was compelled to surrender.

And here it may be necessary
to say a fcw' words in answer to-
a chatge which was "attempted to
be made against Lord Wellington
for not endeavourhig €6 raise the
siege of that fortress. In the ' first
MGE, his force was, as'I hdve stated,
ot numerically
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numerically. inferior to that of the
enemy, particularly -in. cavalry; and
secondly, the Portuguese army had
never been under fire, and it was im-
possible to know' what might be the
consequences of exposing it to an
attack in an open country against a
superior force, and exposing it too,
in a situation where the advantages
to result from success were doubtful,
but where even a check might have
been attended with all the conses
quences of an entire defeat. I have
no hesitation, therefore,in stating, that
if Lord Wellington had -moved his
army from™ the .mounthins. iﬁtq ‘the
plain under such cifcum&ji;m, he
would have committed amact of ¢on-
‘summate rashness;. ami msked’noﬁ only
the safety of his own apmy, but pos-
sibly the fate of the vmo!e peninsula:..

and,
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and, after all, tixe object was in no
degree worth the risk ; for the fall
of Ciudad Rodrigo (however impor-
tant the place might be in many re-
spects) did by no means involve the
loss of the campaign, whereas the
loss of a battle in attempting to save
it, might, in that advanced position
of the allied armies, have been found
irreparable and fatal. It appears, in-
deed, by an intercepted letter from
Berthier, that the enemy calculated.
upon the possibility of such an at-
tack, a;m:lx considered themselves as
strong enough to render it inef-
fectual, and to take the place into
the bargain. But this very circum-
stance, is only an additional rea-
son to induce us to conclude that
Lord Wellington, instead of desery-
ing censure for not attempting to re-

lieve
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lieve that fortress, is entitled to the
greatest praise for the skill and
foresight, which induced him to for-
bear. The same rcasoning will apply,
in a great measure, to the case of
Almeida, although undoubtedly from
the neighbourhood of that place to
Lord Wellington’s position, a move-
ment in its support would have been
less hazardous than in the former in-
stance; and possibly such an opera-
tion might have been attempted, had
not its untimely and accidental fall
prevented it. It may not be impro-
per, however, to obsefve, that in this
case also, the fortress of Almeida was
of much less consequence to the final
result of the campaign, thaa has been
generally imagined. It certainly was
of importance in so far as it tended

to delay the progress of the enemy,
' and
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and to procrastinate the campaign;
but, I believe, all militar.y authori-
ties agree in considering the posses-
sion of it as giving no decisive advan-
tages to an army attacking Portugal.
However desirable therefore it might
have been to retain it, it was not
worth the considerable risk which
I think might have been incurred in
the attempt to relieve it.

Immediately after the fall of Al-
meida, the French army began to be
more decided in its measures, and
Lord Wellington soon ascertained
that their object was to turn his left,
and that in order to support this ope-
ration, the‘corps of Regnier had mov-
ed by its right to the northward, and
advanced towards the position dbccu-
piewy the corps under the imme-

" diate
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diate command of His Lordship,
whilst the remaining divisions of the
French army also moved still further
to their right; Lord Wellington im-
mcdiately saw the expediency of re-
tiring; and moving himself along the
valley of thec Mondego, he directed
Generals Hill and Leith to move
by their left and to join him on
the Alva at the position of the
Ponte dec Marcella. It is gencrally
understopd!that at this point he de-
termined to makc a stand; and the
position was one of such strength
(which will he obvious on mere in-
spection of the map) as to give him
every reason to hope for a favourable
issue, in case it were attacked. The
enemy, however, instead of following
the British army along the left bank .
of the Mondego, ¢rossed ‘ovgr, in pres

ference
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ference to the course that would have
led him to an attack upen the Bri-
tish, to the right, and took the road
to Viseu, which is the very worst
road in Portugal, and materially im-
peded the course of their operations.
Their object was to avoid, and by
avoiding to turn, without risking
an engagement, the position of the
Ponte de Marcella, by marching
upon Coimtbra; by this movement
they threatened Lord W&llington’s
reir onthe one hand, and Oporto on
the other. But his Lordship pene-
trating their desigt'x, made a rapid and
brillie;nt movement by his left, and
plgcé}l himself in the powerful posi-
tion of Busaco, where I believe the
enemy h%yer expected to find him,
pnﬁ1L where, pérhqi)s fmug ignorance
Fas to ili¢ -extent of force which had

) been
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been moved to this poiat, they made
a most rash and fruitless attempt to
carry his position. It is needless to
cater into any details of this affair,
further than to state, that.while the
enemy’s force was considerably weak-
cned, the spirits and confidence of
the Allies were infinitely increased by
the courage and steadiness displayed
by the Portuguese troops.

-

'The enemy, however, having suc-
ceeded in turning Lord Wellington’s
flank by a movement which the in-
tended occupation of Sardao, if it
could have been effected in time,
might have prevented, or at lcast
considerably delayed rendered ” the
position of Busaco no longer tena-
ble, and Lm(f Welhngﬁbm retired

behind the Mondego, upou the re-
B inforcements
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inforcements which were marching
to jo’in him from Lisbon. This
river, notwithstanding the assertions
in the Moniteur of the ¢ superb po-
sitions of the Mondego,’ affords, as is
well known, no position which, con-
sidered with a reference to the de-
fence of Lisbon, may not be turncd;
and consequently, when the encmy
evinced an intention of advancing,
his Lordship, in pursuance of his pre-
vious resolutions, determined to retirc
before him, and not to attcmpt to
make any serious stand till he had
reaqhed those positions nearer to Lis-
bon, Whlch he had before exammed

'tand had caused to be fortified with
grea‘t ccue, gnd whmh he conceived

i3

| to ba of such n“atural and axtlﬁcml

it "}h Koy
strength as to Jusmy his determina-
tion there to await the collected efforts

of

v
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of the enemy, and ‘to contend for the
ultimate deliverance of Portugal.

As an additional security, exertions
had been made to deprive the country
through which the enemy was to pass,
and that which he would at last be com-
pelled to occupy, of those resources
which otherwise would have been of
great advantage to him. 1t is ob-
vious, that it is extremely difficult,
if not impossible, tu render such
a measure completely efficacious.
But Lord Wellington, knowing that
the enemy had advanced without any
magazines, and that in pursuance of
the.arrangements which had been pre-
viously made, thc enemy’s rear would
be extremely harassed by the Portu-
guesc militia, felt persuaded that the

) v

B2 more

P S
4
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more he could draw the French into
the heart of the country, and thelonger
he could retain them therc without
exposing his own army to hazard,
the more difficult would their situa-
tion become, and the more unequal
would they prove to subsequent ope-
rations.

He therefore most wisely and ju-
diciously, and consistently with all
his previous opinions and proceed-
ings, adopted the cotirse which I have
described; and, having caused to the
French army a loss incalculably greater
than that suﬂ'ered by his own, he has
placed h:m§¢lf and the engmy in a
situatiqn apxious and critical, it must
be }onfesscd from the importance of
the mterests at stake, bpt which, from
,'%5}»,“3 gre&tl y mnsunderstood has occa-
* sioned
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sioned much on the one side of unrea-
sonable hope, and on the other of
unnecessary despondency.

As soon as it was known that
Lord Wellington had retired in se-
curity to his present position, and
that the enemy, being considerably
straitened for- provisions, and ha-
rassed upon his right and rear, had
not ventured to attack the allied
army, (which his ;'apid advanceé seem-
ed to p omise that he would not have
delayed to do,) the most sanguine
and extravagant’ hopes were ‘enter-
tained. It was universally supposed
that Massena would either be staryed
into a sarrender, or, at least, compelled
by famine immediately to retreat with
a dreadful- anid irréparable loss;-and
many, who five months before had

B3 prophesied
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prophesxed the expulswn, and even
the capture, of the British army,
were now ready to censure and to vi-
lify its General because he did not
(by what means it was to be done
those critics did not state) make the
French General and his whole army
prisoners of war, Now, I think I may
venture to assert, that Lord Welling-
ton has never written a single line,
or uttered a single word which
could. juggify so absurd and unreason-
ab.k? ;an _expectation; and I would
appeal, to the liheral feelmgs of
mankind, whether it be not, at the
lqast% ynmsl; (to spc;a.k mzlcfly of it)
l}a‘tgemt‘h ‘ ;sappomtment arising
fgmp our 3wn h;gh-sﬂpﬁ n a{nc‘i foolish
hop,eﬁ to t}xe accou})t of a gallant
_pfficer, the ﬁnal eﬁ'ect 'of whose ope-
rations cannot yet be fully ascertained.
Lord
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Lord Wellington, itis true, tells us,
that, from- all the accounts which he
reccwes, the enem y ﬁnds considerable
difficulty in procuring supplies, and:
that he is much harassed on his right
and rear; but what man of sense,
what military man is there, who would
thence conclude that the French
army was in a statc to be starved
into surrender? We have on record
numbcrless instances of crews of ships
and of extensive garrisons subsist-
mg for a con51derable penod ‘upon
short allowances, ‘and yet retaining
-their spirits and courage to the" Tast :
‘ but such vague notions exist i this
country, (whlch ‘has not for ages béen
the seat of war,) w:th regald to What an
”we ma_y lamcp‘t’,“we cénnot wén’ii‘ér at

B4 O Tuigny
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any errors which prevail upon these
subjects. '

It has also been argued, by those
who are disappointed, that Lord
Wellington is inconsistent, when he
says- ¢ that the enemy occupies no
-more ground than he stands upon;
whereas it appears that in fact he has
pushied a corps across the Zezere, and
opened thereby a new source of sup-
ply. Now Lord Wellington appears
to me to be perfectly accurate in his
statement ; he dees ;10t mean to say,
.nor.does he say, that Massena could
nat.bave forced a communication with
other- neighbouring districts, but he
»says,lvbiih: great tnith, that so far from
shaving subdued when he bad over-run
the country, he could not without

' 2 such
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such a direct.application of his forces
attain such communications ; 'that a
hostile population surrounded and
even pressed upon the'outposts of his
armies ; that his hospitals were teken,
and his sick and wounded ‘made pri-
soners, within a few leagues of ‘his
head-quarters; and that his route
through the whole kingdom was
marked, noet by any acquiescence,
either of fear or favour, in his.powen,
but by a most determined and vigo-
rous hostility. ‘

In such a position of the enemy,
and in such a state of the country,
Lord *Wellington’s asaertwn is true
i the. spirit, and even in “the. let.
ter; for, .admitting .that by large
detachments Massena is enabled ‘to

push to a distant pomt, and to ob-
tain
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tain supplies by meie military power,
it is pbvious that such an extension
of force implies an extension of the
ground upon which the army stands:
but daes it thence follow, that, in-
dependent of the presence of the
French army, any portion of the
country is under their controul ?—this
point may be thus illustrated; Mas-
sena, by pushing a corps across the
Zczere, has extended his position,
‘and may draw,_from the country so
occupicd the resources which it con-
tains; but still his supplics are limited
to that extent, and can only be cotem-
parary,with such occupation; whereas
in Germanpy or Italy, where the com-
muniga.t’mg to t:h9 French armies have
alwaya been-free, apnd where maga-
zwes hayg been formed either previ-
ous taor during the course of the caim-

paign,
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paign, the order of 4'mere conrisary,
without the application of any military
force, has been sufficient to procure
the neéessary supplies, drawn, in’some
dcgrec at least, from tracts of country
not occupied, strictly speaking, by
the army, and therefore not form-
ing part of the ground upon which
it may be said to stand.

‘What has bcen stated with respect
to Massena’s means of forcing 'a
communication for the purpose of
procuring provisions, vv‘*ill ‘lso “ap-
ply to his power of retreafing*from
Portugal altogether, if he shoul@:find
it necessaty to do‘sso’. Nq‘bhé,} -
deed, who has'stadied niilitary history,
tould have supposed thata great driny,
conducted by a brave! and' skitfal
cmmander (dnd such’ andoubtedly

are
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are the French army and #s general),
would suffer itself to be detained in a
fixed, position, till it was starved into
a. surrender? a retrcat must be almost
necessarily .accompanied with more or
less disaster and loss ; but no general,
fertile in the resources of war, will suf-
fer his retreat to be entirely cut off, un-
less the superiority of his opponent’s
numbers be so great as to render use-
less the: utmost exertion of skill and
courage, by opposing to him an
equal- ferce on every side to which
his eouwrse could be directed ; and
we.may be perfectly sure that no
such general will ever commence a re-
{reat, am}. particularly in difficult cir-
ecumstances, till he finds it'indispen-
sably.-necessary. . These ‘observations
may,.1 whink,' shewy that if wé' are

finally
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finally disappointed in the result of
the campaign, as far at least as refers
to the capture of the enemy, or to his
immediate and total evacuation of the
country, it will be in consegquence of
our own impatient and unreasonable
hopes, not in consequence of Lord
Wellington’s conduct. '

It is now necessary to advert to the
opinions of those, who, having through-
out looked upon the campaign as hope-
less, are now disposed to view the situa-
tion of the Allies in a still more gloomy
light, and to accuse Losd Wellington of
having undertaken more than he ean
execute, in undertakiug -the defente
of Portugal. S

It is to be observed that persons of
this description are no less severe in

their
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their animadversions upon his Lord-
ship’s conduct, than thqsg whose
-dissatisfaction arises from the feeling
' to whioch,the preceding arguments ap-
ply. They admit of course that Lord
Wellington has succeeded in effect-
. ing his retreat in safety to his position
near Lisben, although they prophe-
sied long since that it could only be
effected under the most afflicting cir-
cumstances ; but theyask, hasheeffect-
ed his object of defending Portugal?
Is he not shut up in a nook of the
‘couptry, and compelled to derive all
his.. suppli¢s from Lisbon? QCan he
preventthe epemy from. recejving, re-
inforccments 7 Arenot peinforgements
agtually.on theirmarch to;joip him?
/Canhe resist them, when, theg, are all
colipated?, of. even if hg caw, gan he
he shid: so - have tendered any,aespice

to
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to the cause of Spain by his conduct
during the campaign? 1 will endea-
vour to examine the force of these
diffcrent questions. 'T'o the- first, I
answer, yes; for as long as he is able
to maintain his position before Lis-
bon, (which, be it remembered, is the
spot on which it was always intended:
to make the final stand for the libe-
ration of Portugal,) the enemy cannot
be said to have conquered the coun-
try, or to be themselves free from dif-
ficulty, 'or even from danger. I shall
presently consider the question with
a reference to reinforccments; but in
the mean time, 1 think I am justified
in saying, that in the present situation
of the French they are harassed on
almost every point, nor can:they
venture, with their ptesent forde, to
make any ‘Strong or permanent de-

tachments
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but it 13 equally trpe thgt Lord Wel-
hngtnn 8 communmuon is open; with
every part of the, country,, sxsept
that where the French army stands;
that he is at hbarty!to apply the re.
sources, of every description, from all-
Portugal, (with the nbove narrow ex»
ception,) to any peint or object. which
he may deem expedient; apd that the.
maintenance of his commanding posi-
tion near the capital, and the pexfect
security éf the soythern ,prgﬁam* give
consistency and ¢confidence to the pa-
triotic spirit and the active apesation:.
of all the other parts of Paringal. It
a shrewd ol,gsematam of thosg mmg
thas Lord Wellington s himelf, in. but
ong naok of all me&lml da potses .
how it Md bg herwisg, a8 %M

fact; huuwouldm ‘been candig
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ber-aid quality of those ‘actué]ly as-
sembled in it. Upon these points, I
cannot pretend to spesz with ac-
curacy ; but it seems generally ad-
mitted, that it is a position of very
great strength; and there needs no
grcater proof of this, than the sud-
den stop which it has put to the
operations of the enemy, and the
necessity under which he seems to
labour of drawing reinforcements from
other quarters: and with regard to
the troops which are assembled in it,
I think no doubt can exist of their
excellent quality, and of their general
‘competency to meet the enemy when-
. ever a fit opportunity may be given
‘them...-With the example-of Busaco
before- their eycs, 'every thing that
valour - .can. achieve . may, Teason-
ably be expected in such a conflict:
although,
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although, of course,. the unccriainty
which accompariies the events of “war
in general cannot be removed from
this individual case. The reinforcc-.
ments to which I have alluded, if they
either join Marshal Massena or take
up such positions in direct communi-
cation with him as may enable him to
command a more extensive tract of
country, will thus far furnish him with
various advantages which he does not
at present possess: but, unless they
are of such strength as to enable him
completely to repress the operations
of the nrregular foree by which the
French position is now so much ha-
rassed, and to drive Lord Wellington
from thic country, 1 confess 1 do not
see how the conquest of Portugal can
fairly he considered as achigyed,. aud
the professed object: of Lord Wel-

| c 4 - Jington
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Jington as defeated : and unless they
enable the enemy, as before stated, to
cover the formation of magazines and
protect the transport of convoys, they
will not relieve him from his embar-
rassments in this respect, which, on
the contrary, will increase in propor-
tion to the increased number of
mouths to consume the existing re-
sources. I shall not enter into a dis-
cussion of the more or less probability
of Massena’s being joined by rein-
forcerqep‘ts to any great amount, as |
am willing to give those, whose argu-.
ments I am combating, the full ad-
vantage of, their suppositiop upon this
head, | But it is pot to be forgotten,
that, the supposed, march of reinforce-
menta from, pther, quarters, amoupts.
t0,3, distigct, adiission, thac the,foree

originally, destined. for the .conquest.
- of
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of Portugal has been found,” pethaps
I should rather say made, unequal
to the task: and we are, therefm"’e,
justified in concluding, that the calcu-
iations upon which Lord Wellington
built his opinion of the defensibility
of Portugal against that force were
rational and sound: and fuither it
is to be observed, that upon the
supposition of the neccssity of thesé
reinforcements to enable Massena
completely to repress the operations
of the Portuguese militia and pea-
santry, and to expel the British, every
man, thus added to the French army,
must he considered as subtracted ff‘bﬂ‘x"
the offensive means of the enemy i
Spain, and that therefore the mainte-
nance ‘of Lotd Wellington’s ‘posktion
will opetate a¥a’'most im portant"tiix’er-‘
sion i favour of that part of the penin:

‘ sula,
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sula, by detaining in front of Lishon, in
a state of comparative inactivity, and
in a certaindegree of deterioration, an
immense French army, alarge propor-
tion of which might otherwisc be em-
ployed, either in disarming and redu-
cing to subjection the remainder of
Portugal; in occupymg and sccuring
the north: western provinces of Spain;
in reducing the remaining fortresses of
Catalonia ; in making a decisive at-
tack upon Valencia; or finally in sup-
porting, and perhaps terminating suc-
cessfully, the siege of Cadiz.

e In dsawmcr up this ahght sketun of
operatipns of the campaign in Portus
gal, and “in makipng such observations
as lrave occurred to. me,upon the sub-
jeer,if have purposely, zybstained fn'ddl
emtemgg ‘uponrthe question of thc ge-

- nenal
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neral policy of employing a " British
force in the peninsula, or of undéertas
king to officer and to pay a large pro-
portion of the Portuguese army: these
are questions which refer more parti-
cularly to the conduct of the govern-
ment at home by whom they are de-
cided, and, to what may be called;
the politics of war. My objcet has
in this instance been to do justice
to a great oflicer, and to rescue
his character from the insinuated
and sarcastic censure’ of some,
and the dircct obloguy of ethers;
and whilst attempting to moderate the
extravagant -expectations of the san-
g;'uilié; “to discountcnance at the same
time té apprehensions -of*, the ‘di
spondént. Tt is'impossible for e 20
say how far T may have, sacceeded in
thesé" latter ‘objécts Bt 1 hopesd

K : have
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have been able to shew that 'the con-
duct of Lord Wellington has been
throughout consistent and systematic,
that he foresaw, or at least acted as if
he had forcseen, the course that the
campaign would take, and that the
relative situations in which the ton-
teading partics find themselves, are,
with reference to the present cam-
paign, as favourable to the English as
distressing and discouraging to the
French'army.
t How long’ we miY be able to main-
tain a footing-in the peninsula, to in-
spite confidence by our presence, and
pPdinots activity:-by our councils
aridd our example, it is ‘not for me, or
[ should think fot alyy fédsonable man),
to venture to predict: but every hour

that we do remain, every day by which
Wl . the
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the campaign is lengthened, give, I

will not say, a greater chance merely,

but a ground of more contident hope

of final success. Austria was subdued

ir a month, Prussia in a day. For

two years and a half the war in the

peninsula has lasted, and Spain and

Portugal are yet unconquered: such a

contest in such a cause will not, 1

trust, be abandoned while the power

of continuing it, in any degree and

in any quarter, remains;. and I amr
convinced that the conduct of Lord

Wellington, not uniformly. daring; or

uniformly defensive, but, enterprising «
or cautipus .as the various, P
stances tequire, is that by, whieh, sbe,
peninsula is to be saved, if; its-palvas.
tipn is within human powgr.

A7¢€C,
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Dec. 8th, 1810.

P.S. The foregoing obsgrvations
ware written before intelligence was
received that Marshal Massena had
retired from his advanced position in
front of Lord Wellington, and had
established himself at Santarem. It
docs not appear to me that this cir-
cumstance alters the view which I
have endeavoured to give of the cam-
paign ; it, on the contrary, confirms
(as far as it affects) the statements
which 1 have made; but I do not,
in the view whichh I am at this
distance cnabled to take of this event,
~ think ~.that I. should be authorjsed
in atéributing to it sich immediate
and direct.importance as the public
feellng seetns to have done—it is,_per-
hdpe;“the commencément of occur-
ER rences
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rences of great moment and value;
but considered as a single portion of
the campaign, I can venture to de-
duce from it nothing more, than that
in the views antl intentions with which
Marshal Massena advanced to  his
position at Villa Franca, hc has been
deceived and foiled. and that the pru-
dence and ability of Lord Welling-
ton’s arrangements arc, to this pointy
confirmed by experience.  The cam-
paign, as at first contemplated, is at
an end. Lord Wellington had taken
up his position, and Massena, after
pushing forward with. every- de-
monstration of a resolution to as-
sail it, has not ventured wpon the,
attempt ; to this extent, therefore, his.
rapid advance seems to have heen un-
availing, and his designs appear 1o
have failed.—~What other ¢pureg.of

proceeding,
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proceeding, what new measures the
French, and, in opposition to them,
Lord Wellington may thisk fit to
adopt, we have no means of knowe
ing, and no grounds ‘cven of cun-
jecturing ; and as to the result, it
would be falling iuto the very error
which 1 bave endeavourcd to correct,
if I were to saffer my entire confi-
dence in Jord Wellmgton and his
army, and iy ansious fcelings for
my country’s glory, to betray me into
brilliant anticipations and predictions,
the value of which, my knowledge of
the actual state of the armies, and
of the views of their leaders, under
these new circumstances, would not
enable me to substantiate.

THL END.

e
Kamdon: Printerd by C. Rowarth,
Belyord, Temple-bas,
R s S A R et
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PRET.ATORY IDT.1 S

Wauar caused the recent expedition {o Spain?
Rumour.  Which averred that the “universal®
Spanish monarehy, would take up arms, as one
. to vesist the wiurpation of Napoleon—Was
it thus proved? No!~-Then Ramour s a mea-
surcless lar, and <o fac {rom being often in the
right, she i almost ever tn the wrong ; the mis-
chiet she has perpetrated in the parish, 1s bevond
human caleulation {o ascertain.

W hat made the late administration send Ad-
miral Duckworth to break his head against the
rochs of the Darcdaunelles? Rumour! -—What
made them send Mi. Whitelocke to Buenos
Ayres, to manifest to our shame. and that he
was ne soldier? Rumour !—In teuth. there is
no «fation whelly tfree from her baneful sor-
ceries; she infects the atimosphere we breathe,
and our faculties are perverted by her malign
indastry.

Has she not wamdered from policy to morals,
and tainted the purity of the best orders of
men? flad she not the cruel audacity to aflirm,
that it was a limb of the ¢ Vice Society,” who
causcd the late conflagration at the theatres, in
order to catch all the strumpets of the metro-
polis, as it were, in two traps !—Mounstrous in-
sinuation !

83
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Inthat whirlwind of false clamour, which never
stops Lo pause, we are told, on the acrival of
cvery vessel from the Unided States, that there
v a wuiversid commotion aimong the people, re-
lative 1o the embargo, and that the measure
must be abandoned; whercas if they ~rould but
deign 1o ponder for one moment, they must
know, that ':l]i]l()ll;,g‘h. n Eurepe, the Govern-
ments we every thing, and the people are vo-
thing - an Ameriea, the peeple are every thing,
and the Govermment is nothing ; as the clectors
tahe the privilege, amiually, of naming then
representatives, and indignantly cashicr those
who are not honest 1a their anns.

We find by My, Canine's reply to M. Pon-
sonby, m the House of Coimnons, en the 2hih ot
February, that the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs could not absolutely deny, that the Spa-
niavds had refused fo aduat English troops o
Cadiz; some expectation may therefore be rea-
sonably fonucd, that the acbour will be apeogd
to the Freoch, alihough b as shuat to us ** their
magnanimous alites.”

I s this egregiious, but formudable Lady Ru-
mour, who bewilders the hypman infelleet, by
placing correspondents on the shores of the Buy
of Discay: who saw every thing, but what oc-
curred, and related every thing, but what was
true! She has literary mauufactories all over
the European Continent, in the wilds of Ame-
rica, on the burning sands of Africa, and among
the Gentoos of the ludics. Hence those won-
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derful accounts from Washingtor. Bengal, Con

stantinople, Vienna, Berlin, Hollind, Gotten-
burgh, Petersburgh, acd Kamskatea.  rom
those creative recesses, they pomiard princes 1
Russia, and thrust Bovaparte mto the viceewa of
a crocodilet Fanboby arnues iu the nosth, and in-
sticvections i the soutl, v Himal peomission of
the partics, or the knowledge of o bed-tellow
and by way of amurement, trausport a smirking
nabioh upou the tangs of a woval tiger.  From
these inflnwmatery sourees tssue those adonih-
ing epistles, which are so greedilyv perused on
the Stock Lixchanee, through paient speefacies,
to the satisfaction of the Rulis, and the discom-
fiture of the RBears; and what s sfllictive 1o
relate, upon such frail testintoniats, depends the
ascent or depression of the mercary of public
opinion '— What a boundless stomach for no-
veliy has honest Johm Bull?

As Rumour knows there 15 an extravagant
expectation among  ihe vulgar, that Privees
should be infinitely more than wmortal; she
has resolved, by the ageney of her slaves, to
make them somewhat less than men —Henee
have arisen thos¢ multifarious charges, which
the many bave cmbraced, but which contempt
should have destroyed. She has opened a raree
show for royal hwpe fections, in the Forum,
which cvery onc is compelled to view through
the miscroscope of spleen! We can never be the
apologists for folly, but we canunot subscribe to
partial oppression, for party views.

A4
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Mrs. Rumour has now led us into a fabulous
tllustration about a Cock and a Bull !'—He has
swallowed two Llack crows, said Common Re-
port: I mforimed vou it was but one, rejoined
Faaggeration: You are wrong likewise, added
Curiosity, as T told you merely, it was >>mething
as black as a crow!

Thus it is with the Duke of York—he hath
participated with a courtezan, in selling comis-
siew ol the army, roared Malice, and carried
away fle meaey i his coat pocket.  That is not
correet, added Detraction ; 1 only said, that he
participated with his mistress, in the sale ot
commissions, but not a syllable abont the money.
You are in ciror afso, conciuded Reason, as I
simply deelaved, that his misiress used the sem-
blance of his authority te sell places in Church
and State; and thus it continually will be, while
our fratlties vake us subservient to heauty, and
the tender passion holds dominion in the heart.
Lie who denies the trath of this posttion, s an
hypocrite : and he who does not feel it 1s less
than a san,

Wher the Duke of Cumberland, who was
uncie to his Majesty, was held in bondage by
tie rosy chains of Kitty Fisher, it was notorious
that she sold commissicns in the atiny; yet there
was 1o preternatural couvulsion of the carth!
Madame du Barré uscd hLer influence with
Louis X V. for the same purpose.  'The late Coun-
tess of Yarmouth, who was the preswned chere
amicof George the Sceond, made a market of the
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pecrage ! yet the sun and moonkept o in their due
course ; nor did Affectation run about the streets,
howling hic niger cst! Bul itnow seems that the
public morals are fo be instantancously white-
washed by a deputation from the W hig Club, and
Corruption is to be sent to Coventry for ever!

I any doubts were ever cutertained of the
wadulterated publie spirit of that phalanx of
Putriots, to whom the fiery passions are un-
known. thaese doubts were removed on therr ad-
mission o power.  We are offended hy the want
of di~interestedness in men who have made no
boasting on the virtue ; but we are insulted and
oflended, by those who

Hold the promise to onr ear,

Yt break it to om hope!
in the better periods of British history, men
argued from their principles; they now argue
from their subtlety.

What species of authority is not abused?
YW here does not the current of viee presasl?
{ tremble for the fate of my country. when dis-
simulation assumes the scales of justice '—-Is not
the standard of Immorality nnlurled, and waving
in every direction, gore horribly portentous than
the ensigns of Attila, from the toilette of the
countess, (o the cabin on the moor? 1 have
witnessed as much repulsion, in demeanour, and
blasphemny in speech, from the smock-froched
lurchers of a village, as among the veriest ruf-
fians in the purlicus of St. Giles! "The dissolute
contagion changes hands in the sociil dance;
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running from the high to the Tow i morals, aud
from the low to the high in manners; in the
1sstie of which, the rudtic alleets 1o be a libertine,
and the Muagnifico a hackney-coachman !~ -We
might as reasonably expeet a man to be unin-
fected in a pestilence, asto seek for sndeviating
purity in the ageney of these times, when the
aftributes of a Gevrrouwas are siohing, o

mentarily, into decay !

LORD PALMOUTIL AND MR, PUL'PENEY.

Tuv lucrative sinecure ol Commander of the
Troopol Gentlemecn Pensioners hecame vacant. in
the administration of the Duke of Newaastle . and
it was promised fo a gallant General, who Bad no
recommenda{ion but what appertaned o his
military merits, which were of the highe t con-
sideration to his country.  Belore the invesirture
had occurred, {he late Lord Falmouth waited
upon the minister, Mr. Pulteney, and the tollow-
g conversation happened.

Lord Favmocri.—Mr. Pulteney, vour ser-
vaat. My services (o the country; plsa' it is
the admmistration I m~an, eabolden me to ask
the vacant place of Captain of the Gentlemen
Pensioners.

Mr. Purrenee.~—-This Majesty’s Govermment,
my Lord, are perfectly aware of your Lordship’s
zeal and importauce, but the situation in ques-
tion has been untuckily promised to General e—,

Lord Faumoutru.—My. Pulteney, I am not a
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man of many words; but you will “eeollect tiat
1 have two beroughs.

Mr. Porreney - F Lviw that his Graee will
be distressed boyond measitve at berag compelled
to refuse your Lovdshigp iy thrue o Lut the office
being already proviscd (o 2 gontlenman who stands
<o high m the seale of vedtonsd honor —{( An in-
ferrupltion.)

Lord Fyepsvovie --*Ir Pulieney, recollect
that 1 have two borsee i

Mir. Povteves . = A vane Lovdship’s merifs
are so indisputable. ¥ il wpeak 1o bis Grace
mnediately upon the subjeet  Ahmost every
other bonus of Government is at sour Lordship’s
feet, but this having been so notorionsly divpo-cd
of to a clamant ol virtue.--" Juother iutcr-
ruplion.)

Lord Fsesovrn.-—" L o wrore cazphiatic tone.)
81, vou seem to forget that § have fwo borotshs

Mr. Purresey -—Say ve more. my Lord, as
Cwill endeasour to make an arvanvewent with
his Grace.——Ilere the copversalion terninated,
aud the nent day his Loedship had notwee of his
being appotuted to the post of peofit, '

This happened during the reign of George the
Second ; and whether the perversion of right is
eflected by the influence of a mistress, or a rotten
borough, we unhappily find that undue nfluence
has ever prevailed, aud, we fear, ever will.

We have wandered, in some degree, to resist
and explain thosc pernicious attempts which have
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been so loudly enforced to discolour the actions
of the higher orders of the State. That our
princes and nobles are not preciscly what such
personages should be, we are willing to admnit :
but we are disgusted with the continued elamour
that aitas at their extinetion, beea 2o they are
notoriously frail. It 1s acknowledged, tuat the
illustrious head of the army is diligent in action,
and kind in expression; yet he is to be eashiered,
forsaoth, hecwuse e i not precisely qualified for
cancruzation ' Bid GQeneral Conway or Lord
Ambicvstraise the anny bizher® Do the inereased
personal eomios(s of the roldiers form no recom -
mendation te national gratitude ? Do the exeel -
lent dhilitiey  Bstavbslonents of Chelsea and
Marlow, plead nothiug 1a extenuation of human
weakuesses P—IC they do not, we may exclaim to
the Duke’s pursuers, as Jafiier admonished
the conspiraters— Then your cause is in a
dammel way."—@Let him who is perfect ** throw
the tivst stone.”” But the rage to degrade is as
popular as it 15 overwhelming ; and Mr. Caun-
ning was correct when he asserted, that calumny
has now assumed a feature of hrutality that was
unknown in former timer, and iasignificance forms
the only security from its arrows !

Is it in the contemplation of the Whigs and
the Sainthood, to restore the Rouudheads? If it
15, we will take the freedomn 1o declare, that
their reliance for resistance to imminent dangers,
on the arm of the Spirit, will be illusory. Herocs
are derived from a chivalrous mass of virtue and
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imperfection combined; and it is not “ the New
Lights,”” or ** our Lad, of Pillauw' ilint can fur-
nish a governing dogina, equal to the exigencies
arising from the presence of a Gallie battalion,
We see much that requires reform, but we see
httle that we wish to destrov.  IL i1s an easy af’-
fair 1o avminlade the elaments of respeet, but it
would Le ditficnli fo restore hurmony from
haos.  Bonaparcte. i the meridian of s wiles,
could nof have devised a surer medivin of cuin to
Briaio, thanhas been conjurved up by thic illegi-
tonate outery soaimned the Dule of York,

1 the emisaries of accusation ave permitied
to level the batiery of reproof against the off-
spring of fallobilily. the course of enguiry must
be eternal; as onjects of reproof will spring up
fasicr than armed levies, from ihe teeth of Cad-
mus’s dragon,  The cxtravagance of expeeta-
tion will be succeeded by disappointinent ; and
the nation will cventually sit down, amd pant,
like Diogenes, on the impossibility of finding a
man uniainted by error!

Gise every mion his deserts,
And who shall escape whipping?

Nothing is so vasy as to excile reseniment
against those we envy: it is but suggesting an
idle story, which has no foundation, and the ob-
loquy <hall be disseminated through the hamlet,
with the celerity of electric fire! ‘The mean and
the nuworthy will sit in judgnient upon the lie;
and the aggrieved party be condemned to igno-
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miny, without examination into the substance of
the allegation!

Many of our lords and our ladies ave so im-
perfect that it were desirous they should be
better. Yet whcre are nobility 1o be (ound,
who are actuated by purer motives? We have
travelled much, and have not found them.—1Is
it n Paris, Vienna, Madrid, or Petersirgh,
that you would scarch for their superiors in
virtue? il you did, you would scarch in vain
It is lamentabic that there is a universal de-
clension of manners.  But In actions that de-
mand the sweet etfusions of benevolence; when
the bosom opens to give affliction shelter, there
are no orders on carth who can ruu parallel with
the British nobility! Were the frailtics of the
many placed on a proportionate seale, with the
frailties of the few, the defection from morals
would be more than balanced ; but the publicity
of rank. makes the cxposure partial ; and the
censor cannol take cognizance when the perpe-
trator is not knowun.

Of the Prince, it may be {ruly said, that

He is a man,

Mare sinned against, than stinuing.
L]

We are not prepared to atlivm that his Thighness
is immaculate ; but we have the cevidence of his
life to prove, that he is intelligent, mercitul, and
noble.  He has been doomed, in a long proba-
tionary ordeal, to open that volume of bitterness,
whosce pages may have ‘“an understanding, but
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no tongue!” Being too generous for suspicion,
and too manly for subterfogme, he wus circum-
vented by hypocrisy, and thrown naked upon his
encmies !

Awmong those who have interested themselves
m the cause of Spain, the name of the Duke of
Queensherry,  stands  gloriously  couspicuous.
This nobleman, who is now descended into the
vale.of years, has alvo heen prominent for his
gallantries. Yot we find, when the tide of
goodness flows, that there is none more willing
to swell its divine stream with the tribute of
charity ! His recend ofierings flowed in abun-
dance, like mannva o the wilderness, to cheer the
objects of public bounty.  We mean no disre-
spect to the rigid observer of forms, when we
aver, thai we shiould have more sincere reliance
on the tender operations of his gay, but feeling
heart; than on those puritanic orders, who are so
eager to weigh the merits of the claimant, by a
severe decorum. I the embers of his existence,
we discover those traits of magnanimity which
arise and sparkle in the face of heaven; and ele-
vate the donor tar above the pretensions of those
iron meralists, who would tight-lace the pas-
stons, and make our best energies but secondary
to the zeal of worldiy diseretion. Though his
Grace may feelingly exclaim with Horace,

Now sum qualis eram bonce sub regno Cynaree.

The recollection of his past joys has not soured
the chyunels of his sympathetic soul. We do
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not write this as an excuse for meretriciousness,
but as a due qualification of the eventual ten-
dencies of a lively nature. Then let the grizettes
of Piccadilly pass muster without an anathema
from hypocrisy, or the Tabernacle.

Thus conunon rumour 1s the buftress of malice,
the nurse of journalists, aud a common liar, from
whose malignant influence none are cxemnt. 'Fhe
honor of a Moira: the courage of a Wellexley;
and the heaven-directed philanthropy of a Ro-
milly, cannot sccurc them from her empoisoned
shafts '—She rests her lever, with cruel address,
upon the atom of a fact, and moves a world of
character from its just basis ! She blew her de-
ceptive clarion from the shores of Iberia, and
called forth a nation to deeds of profitless adven-
ture, before the premises of the engagement were
duly understood !

It is with the view of tearing the mask from
the face of misrepresentation, and exhibiting the
actual state of the public mind in Spain, that I
have published the following irrefragable testi-
monies. If they should lead to the service of
my country, by removing its fatal prejudices, I
shall not have bestowed a few hours in vain,



THE

BRITISII ARMY IN SPAIN.

DEAR SIR,

You have carnestl y requested me to furnish you
with as correct a detail of our proceedings in
Spain, during the last unforturate military expe-
dition in that country, a~ cores within my power:
Being attached to an essontial depaitinent in that
armawment, [ shall candisly fay before vou o muach
as I deem constslent with duty, and individual
delicacy; and T shall fulf] tids desice with an iu-
creased safisfaciion, in order to refute many incor-
rect statemcents which Lave been offered to the
Public, through the Jeurnals of London, and
more particularly the Olficial Bulletins of the
French Government.

We sailed from Falmouth, on Sunda,, Oct. 9,
1808, at noon, with a fresh breeze from N.W.—
There were 150 transports in company, under
convoy of La Loire and Awnclia frigates.

We arrived at Corunna, after a rapid and
pleasant passage, on Thursday, Oct. 13th -—This
was considered by all of us as one of the most
happy voyages that was perhaps ever made, cou-
sidering the numbers and extent of the fleet.
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As all the Commissariat accompanied the army,
we were compelled to sufler many inconveniences
and privations, which would not have happened,
had a portion, al least. of the Commnissariat pre-
cedod the expedition.—No rafts having been pro-
vided fo aceeierate the laiding of the horses, much
confr . . aud less ensued.  Those noble animals
vere Lited from the holds of the transports, where
they had beennearly suffocated by heat and fwetidity,

and dropped into the sea,

* Hiwing lot,”

to make the best of their way 1o the shore: by
which sudden immersion maay heeame diseased,
and were ceventually lost to the service; which
would not have occurred, had an authorized per-
son been sent previously to Corumna, to make the
necessary arvangements for such a serious debark-
ation,

Being one, among the very few, who under-
steod the Spanish language, 1 made it in some
sort my business, on landing, to walk among the
people of that city, and ascertain, if possible, their
real sentunents towards us. I found them reserved,
and, generally speaking, uawitling to talk much:
it was in vain that 1 looked for that enthusiasm
which had been so loudly insisted upon by some
persons in Creat Britain,  They regarded us very
minutely, but this survey seemed to partake less of
admiration than envy.,  The gay and gallant habi-
limeuts and plumage of our battalions, formed a
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striking contrast with their format and impoverished
costume : and they frequently looked at us, and
then at themselves, with no elevated ~eneations of
delight.

But ency was not the ovly motive which bm-
pelled them to forget what was due to the laws of
hospitality, and the sacred claims appertaining to
supplicated alliance.  Their acvarice was a most
predominant and disgusting feature in their cha-
racter :—the aftraction of  British guineas had
<o far superseded therr consideration for British
fricndship, that on the second day after our arrival
among thenm, every article of subsislence was ratsed
fifty per cont. !

Such was our reception at Corunna! And I
have strong doubts whether many of the inhabi-
tants would not rather huave seen us in any other
place. At any rate, there was no cordial welcome
offered, but tout « contrairve; and these who so
warmly invited us to this enterprize, were either
not sufliciently warranted in the measure, or else
we displayed an cagerness in the undertaking not
exactly correspouding with governing prudence,
and ran forward with an oflering of hindness too
precipitately. 1 fear that the sense of gratitude in
the human breast is often proportioned to the dif-
ficulty of procuring the favor.

Having discovered, by the 18th of October,
that our confidence m the most material resources
of Corunna, had far exceeded what it possessed,
or rather, what it was willing to advence, Lieute-
nant-General Sir David Baird, found it expedient

B2
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immediately to"detach a confidential person to
Oporto, to raise the requisite supplics.*

ROUTE FROM CORUNNA TO OPORTO.

First post—-Ifervas ; distance four lcagues; ar-
Tived at 7 P. M. Oct. 18.

Second post—§t. Jago; distance six i.~oues;
arrived at 8 AN Oct. 19,

Third post—Padrou; distance three leagues ;
arrived at 7 P. DL

Fourth post-——Ponte Vedra; distance six leagues;
arrived at 2 P.M. Oct. 20.

Fifth po-t—Ponte de St Paio; distance two
leagues; arrived at 7 P. M.

Sixth post—Passed through Redondinho, to
Pourinho; distance threc leagues; arrived at
11 A M.

Seventh post—Arrived at Tui, the fronticr town
of Spain, in Galicia, where they make the whitest
and best bread in the world, and crossed the
Miuoho to Valenca, the frontier town of Portugal,
in the province of Entre Minho ¢ Douro; and
from thence I procceded to Labruja; distance
scven leagues; arrived at 9 P. M.

Eighth post—Arrived at Pontz de Lima ; distance
two leagues ; arrived at 10 AL M.

Ninth post—Came to Barcelos; distance five
Icagues ; arrived at 6 P. M.—Passed through an

* Quere.—Wonld it not have been more efficacious, in every
respect, to have sent to England, in licu of Oporto, to have gained
similar advantages, without a heavy discount ?
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intermediate post, called Casel de Pedra.—There is
a solitary inn at this place, where they make up
for want of company by extortion, as they charged
me two dollars for a breakfast for my servant and
myself, consisting of boiled fish and onions, which
they call pescadu, two hard eggs, bread, wine, and
fruit.

"Tenth post— Arrived at the galiant city of
Oporto; which is a dull, heavy, dirty town, with
narrow streets, exeept that where the Dritish
Factory is cituated, called Rue das Inglezinhas,
which 1s broad and handsome,

REMARKS ON TIHE JOURNEY FROM
CORUNNA TO OPORTO.

( By a Confidential Person.)

O~ my arrival at St. Jago, I presente:l my pass-
port, and received from the Governor, the most
marked civilitics, and proflers of service ; in grate- |
ful return (as he expressed it) for the prompt
assistance and generous interference of Great
Britain, in favor of the dignity and political inde-
pendence of Spain: and the fervor of his manner
conveved an idea that he was declaring himnself in
perfect sincerity of heart.

After my arrival at Padron, I ate a trifling
supper and went to bed, but was awakened, at
3 A.M. by a violent shock of an carthquake,

' B3



92

which lasted half an hour. Every person in the
i was violently alarmed, and the practical devo-
tion on the occasion was commensurate with the
terrors it had excited.

At Poate de St. Paio [ found the best inn on
the read, although bad is the best. Tappearcd.in
the dusi of the evening, m:ncwhut like the neigh-
bourkosd of Richmond Vridge, and the simthitag~
led to recoliections of the dearvesl 1nferests.

AS T passed the Sicrra of Labrega, Iwos untor-
fupaiely bewshicd, and lost my way for a con-
sigerablie e, By servant, who sceompanied me
as a e, was greally alermed su aecount of the
wolves and the superior fear of sleoning on the
mountain, in a dismal mght. without 4 supper or
bed, At leagth we stwmbled upon a svine-herd’s
cabin, the humble owner of which led us, at some
distance, to a posade; which, wretched as it was,
we hailed with joy. [ presented the peasant with
five reals and @ pint of wine, {or which he was
extravagantly grateful.  Our host had a fine sleck
open countenance, with, apparently, a heart that
Ccorresponded with his visage.  He was a staunch
friend to the Englsh; so, .mcr empiying a wea-
sure of wine to the success of <the good cause, I
vetired to rest in confidence under his loucsome
roof, and never slept betler.

The Governor of Tui, made e many ardent
offers of serviee, and with an apparent sincerity of
manmuer ; yet there was a latent something in his
eyes and features, which made me doubt him, as
to the extent of his professions. His gestures
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were too gallicised, and he became so outrageously
civil, that [ sometimes thought hie was labouring
to gct to the windward of my caution.

The Governor of Valenca was less equivocal ;
he pad me but Littie attention, and that little wax
evidenfly constrained and repuolsive.

The roads in Gahicia, as far as BRedonhinho,
were i excellent order, but the rematnder of ithe
way, until 1 reached the frontier, was very had
and incommodious.  That pavt of the covnlry
wvhich is enitivated, and which, oereeadly to my
observation and mfonwation, inchale. onond half
the provinee, was in a fine siate of agricelfural
mprovement, 1 was assured by ihe prblie fune-
tionaries, and the hosts of the poseis o that Ga-
licia produces, amually, more than doable the
quantity of Indian coru and wheat, o is neees-
sary for the maistenance of s i divte 1u-
habitants.

The general appearance of the people, and their
habitations, is so extremely wretched, as to exeife
not merely d: sust, but abhorrence ! yet squalid
and fetid as their forms appear, they are gay in
manner, and brave in principle.  The vindietive
spirit which many of them thought proper to ma-
nifest against the French, at that moment, vwas re-
markable.  'The common sentiment with some,
was, cternal war with France, and no quarter to
their soldiers; but peace for ever with Great Bri-
tain. If they had been less servile and mercenary,
f should have given their professious of attach-
ment, deeper consideration.

B4
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The peasantry of Galicia, do not exhibit the
same traits of persevering industry, nor are they
so well cloathed and agile, as the Galligas, who
offictate in Lisbon, as cily porters and domestics ;
but they are nearly similar in bodily strength, and
muscular proportions.

Pt B Y

ENTRANCE INTO PORTUGAL.

1 exrterep the coufines of Portugal on passing
the Minho. The roads in this country are dread-
fully rugged, particularly the defiles of the Sierra
de Labruga, which, for four leagues, are almost
impassable.  The country people scemed to be
animated with some sentiments of gratitude to-
wards the English, and possessed some admiration
for our spirit; but on my arrival at Oporto, [
found all those bad passions afloat, with which
Nature has so strongly gifted the Portuguese.
They were in a high state of political fermenta-
tion, much of which I am persuaded, had been
artifictally excited @ those among them who were
not well aflected towards us, had seized the pre-
text of the unhappy capitulation of Cintra, to vent
the most splenetic and  outrageous reflections
on the British character, aud to shew their real
disposition towards us.  The undeviating pro-
tection that we have shewn then, and the streams
of blood that we have heroically shed in the de-
fence of their independence, were all obliterated.
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or charged to sinister motives on our parti; and
when I opened the nature of my mnperative com-
mistion, 1 soon found that they were actuated
by a groveling prineiple of selfishuess which do-
minatcd over eveev other suggestion, and estin-
guishied every seatiment of magnanuuity in their
narrow hearts,

Vi hen the andiable merchants of Oporto found
that 1 had Government bills, they advanced the
course of exchange feom 63 to 70.—8ir Robert
Wilson being 1a the country, I waited for his re-
turn to the city, to open a negocitation with the
Bishop of Cporto, who had £056,000 sterling, of
British money s his possession. Ou the return of
Sir Robert, from the country, he applied to the
Right Reverend Prelate for £20,000, with an
offer to replace it in specie; but after an ineflec-
tual negociation and consultation of ten days, and
a reference to the Junta at Lisbon, he condescended
to let us have £10,000 of our own money, and
that was all we could procure by argument or in-
tercession.  From all these circumstances it may
be clearly mnferred, that the vuling party in Por-
tugal, were not too ready to further our object, in
Spain. .

Knowing the necessity that appertained to the
fulfilment of my comuission, I was seriously con-
cerned to behold the trifling obstacles which the
Bishop threw in my way: but while I remained
at Oporto, the Semiramis f{rigate arrived at Co-
rumna, from England, with a large sum of money
for the Spanish Junta ; of which, Sir David Baird
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took £40,000 for the use of his troops; in con-
sequence of which, Tleft the £10,000 raised at
Opeorto for 1he service of Sir John Moore’s army.
November 18, 1508, -— After my return  rom
Oporto, strong: mpressions of what the army would
suller, were foreed apon the veflecting mind before
we quitted Corunna, by the obvious wa. ¢ of ala-
crity in the Junta; aud the extreme acts ot (x-
tortion practised by the inhabitants, immediately
ou the arcival of the troops; proved that it would
have been a prudeat arrangement to have sent over
the Commissariat, and other oflicers of the Staff]
the moment the Lxpedition had been determined
upon by the Government. A double advantage
would in fact have acerued by their preceding the
army by three weeks or a month; for cvery requi-
site preparation might have been made for promnpt
disembarkation on the convoy's reaching the port,
which would have spared our soldiers the disap-
pointment. and chagrin they experienced, by re-
maining on board in the harbour, a fortnight.
During which peried they were chewing the cud
of mortification, and imbibing opinions not very
'favorable to the zeal or honor of our most mag-
nanimous allies, with whom they were destined
to co-operate.  And this time might have been em-
ployed to the advancement of more precious pur-
poses, aud much more to the gratification of our
troops, (for never were spirits more ardently in-
chined to spring to mortal opposition with their
couriry’s foes,) and a saving of at least 50 per cent.
might have been effected on every contract it was
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necessary to mahe, if that is not a point beneath
consideration,  In some articles thic savine mig I
have been much more: as for insfance, i the
purchaies of Fores or mules—a week befure the
Buplisho arrived at Corunna, geod herses were
sold rom 25 to 30 dollars cach, which fen deys
after could not be puacchased bv an Fagfivhinian,
for "fess than 66 or 70! and mules of {0 doliars
value with the Spaniards, were not to be pureba o
by us, under 160 and from that to 110, 120, 150,
L0, and even 136, aseending usnally o such pro-
poction os they found the Laghizh foible dominate
in theiv casiomer; and upoa which they seemed
to calculate with great exactitess, as by a settled
rule.

Though we wmighi, from this Litile infercourse,
feel inclined {9 deny them the possession of any
positive virtues, eandour obliges us fo confesy,
that in svslems of craft, we doabt whether the air
of Dule’s Place could sublime them ito Leener
refitement! VWhen largaining with them, they
exeried ail their energies to coavinee us that they
were guided, not only by true disinferestedness,
but by the most fervent gratitude to the adored
allies whom Heaven diad seat to their aid 1 a mo-
ment of severe aflliction; and that were it not for
their galling poverty they should feel proud in
presenting to us, and honored. by our accepting,
the animals we were willing to buy.  They car-
ried this strain of profestaiion to such an height,
that some of us had the sagacity to perceive that
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they were sporting with our eredulily, while they
plundered our purses.  As the hyperbolical ten-
dencies of their laugnage ane idiom is a strong
proof (though thic only one they pos-ess,) of their
assimilation {o the Freach character, it is to be
hoped we shall 1o Tonger Le outraged by hearing
their hombastie eliustons eharacterised Tv the epi-
thets of nervous diction and eofined compositicn,
It may perbaps not be amiss, by way of illus-
trating the gencral vropensity to this vile deceit,
to submit the perusal of a letter, produced by the
following circuimstance :—A  Gentleman  of  the
Staff, wishing to save time aud money in the pur-
chase of a horse, hurricd on shore to Corunna,
among the first who were permitted to land ; he
soon met with a Spaniard who had two ponies to
dispose of, onc of a tolerable size, and which he
thought would suit hum ; the other was so much
too small as to have been put at once out of the
question of purchase.  After a little haggling, a
bargain was struck for fourteen dollars; but the
gentleman, on applying to his pocket, found he
had in his bhaste to get on < terra firma,” forgot
the grand desideratum.  'The Spaniard, however,
(who carried on the business of a sadler and
horse-dealer) with much politeness and hospitality
observed, ¢ That the maiter could be as well ar-
ranged on the next day, and that in the mean time
the horse should remain in his stable at free bait.”
The gentleman hugging himself on his nice bar-
gain, failed not to return early on the ensuing
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morning, in order to pay for his pretty palfrev, and
go off in triumph @ but mark the sad effects of not
dealing for readv money !'—The Spaniacd, in the
course of the preceding evening, had been informed
that the market for horses might be much raised, and
that in a few days they would feteh any price, as
Englishmen had a great deal more money than wit,
He 1herefore took his party, and when Mr. Bull
arrived, out of breath, nupatiently exelaiming,
“ Now, Mr. Don what's-your-name, you pink of
Patriots, here’s veur rhino; bring outl the high-
flver, and, by St. Patrick, 'm of' like a shot.” ** §i,

’

Senhor, st Senhor,” replied the Galician knave,
grinning in his face, with that sort of satisfaction
which 1s expressed by the features of our highly-
cultivated British youth, when on the point of
accomplishing a grand hoey —“ 8i Senbor,” con-
tinued he, walking very demurely into the stable,
and, with all becoming gravity, returned with a
substitute for the Englishman's bargain, who
roared out— Why, Don Devilton, or Don Dicgo,
or what’s your cursed name, that’s not my horse,
that's the little one.—Come, Sir, none of your
tricks upon travellers; bring out the identical
horse, or ———"" To cut the story short, the
saddle-inaking Don, had by some fatality acquired
so firm a conviction that this little garron was the
horsc he had recently sold, that he swore to the
fact by the Holy Virgin, and all the Saints in the
calendar ; and as there was no making him give up

the point, though the insinuating flourishes of a
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horsewhip were brought in aid of the argument,
Mr. Buli departed highly indignant.  Shortly after
he bad arrived at his lodgings, the following

Spanish letter was presented to him:—

(A Litcral Translation. )

“ Gienerous Englishman, and

“ Magnauimous Ally,

“ My soul is deeply wonnded by the perception
that you have allowed the malign eye of distrust
to glanceat my honor ! T assure you, on the word
of a Spaniard !--nav, a Patriot’s ' that it was not
the largest of the little horses, but the smallest of
them, on which L affixed the price of 14 dollars;
the other is an imvaluable horse, notwithstanding
his size, he will go 10 leagues a-day, and gallop
all the way. 1 have a friend who wishes to pur-
chase him, he offess me bd dollars for him, but as
1 consider the obligation of serving our dear
allies, who have crossed the ocean to succour us, as
a duty paramount to every other moral tie, he shall
be at your service for 50.  Aud as an additional
proof of my great veneration for you, I shall beg
permission lo present you a saddle and bridle,
worth 10 dollars at least ; so that, by this means,
I shall make a sacrifice of 15 dollars, purely to
convince you of the wrong I suffered in the sus-
picion that I could be capable of taking an undue
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advantage of the liberal disposition of an English-
man, and what is more, an ally, deserving all my
gratitude.

YCNoble Sir, 3 hbs vor hunds,
“ And may you live wany icars, Lo he served by,

“ Your ¢hsequious ~ervant,

. “Dox Proro Vervsquez pe Merina.”

[t s scarcely necessary to observe, that the
Englichman treated this flated epistle with the
contemptit merited 5 hut it may not be quite useless
to obscrve, that Don Pedro had not been much
misaken in regard to the Fogli<h character, as in
a very few days he sold his two ponies for 90
dollars '=—When shall we cease to be the dupes
ol the rest of the world ?

Betore quitting the subject of horses and mules,
it may be proper to relate another instance of
Sritish wunificence, or ostentation, leaving the
public to decide as to its real characteristic :—
Lord H
in Corunna, to which eud, he caused 1t to e noti-
fied n the city, that he would pay awy price that
might be demanded ; n consequence he v.as charged
300 dollars per mule, for such as he migu! have
had, by doing the thing quietly, for half the mo-
ney at farthest. This dash did a great injury to
Government and individuals, 2s the market could
never afterwards be brought down to any thing
like a moderate standard, Surely such conduct as

wished to procwie the finest mules
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this deserves to be laid open to reprchension, more
particularly as his Lordship will, most likely, be
one of the first to deery the ruinous expences of
the expedition.

On the 16th November 1808, we were ordered
to proceed towards Astorga to join head-quarters;
we were overtaken at Betanzos by Vord Paget,
who directed an officer, (by order of Denuty
Commissary-General Coope,) to accompany or
precede the first division of the cavalry, consisting
of 300 of the 7th Light Dragoons, commanded by
Licutenant-Colonel Kerrison.

On the 19th of November, while at Betanzos,
Lord Paget arrived, full of anxiety and effort, to
press the cavalry forward; his zeal for the cause,
induced hin to be rather severe on the Commis-
sariat. The people were fruly provoking, and in
such a state of apathy and indolence, that even
money failed in stimulating them to exertion;
bluster and violence were the only mcthods to
bring them into any thing like efficient action ;
but as to exhibiting any signs of (riendship towards
us, it was ascuredly out of the question.

On our arrival at Castilliana, the army began
to have a {rue specimen of winfer campaigning in
Galicia; as the only quarters for oflicers and men,
at this place, were barns, hovels, and stables,
which, having a plentiful number of apertures in
the roofs, &c. let in the rain, which then was fall-
ing in torrents. ‘The straw on which they slept,
was so thoroughly drenched, that every man be-
came cager for the hour of march, to keep his be-
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numbed joints in play, with the hope of not losing
the use of them, which, however, many of them
i the course of a few days did.

An Ofticer, who arrived late at night, and who,
from want of room at the oflivers’ quarters, was
put in a hovel with seven dragoons, gives the fol-
lowing: sketch of it :—The building was about
40 fect in length and 14 in breadth, occupied at
one end by the Spanish family, consisting of three
gencrations, aud comprising nine persons, five of
whom were children, in almost a state of natuare.
The others were covered with rags, snd nuuch more
indebted to the filth with which they were be-
smeared for keeping them (rom the inclemency of
the weather, than to the texture ot their gaber-
dincs. This groupe sat in a semiciicle before a
blazing fire of wood, made on the ground, the
smoke from which ascended on a voyage of dis-
covery among the tiles, to procure cgress; but
effected it by such slow degrees, that therg
usually remained enough behind to blind the in-
mates of the hovel, and keep them in a constant
cough : the other portion of the fire-hearth was
taken up by the dragoons, who were accommodated
with a wooden bench, on which they sat amusing
themselves with abusihg the Freuch, and drinking
the King’s health in zin écenté. In a nook, near
the fire, were three pigs, and the two youngest
children had insinuated themselves close up to the
animals, and were snoring ard sleeping with them.

The other extremity of the hovel served asa stable
for the dragoons’ horses, and thrce others, belong-

€
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ing to the officers; a small space in the mid-way
remained unoccupied, exactly fronting the door,
behind which a poney of the peasant’s was fastened,
on this spot a luxurious bed of clean straw was
made for the officer, who slept very soundly on it,
until he was awakened in rather a rude manner, by
some one invading his couch ; but this little alarm
soon subsided, on his finding, by manud! scrutiny,
(for then all was darkness) that it was oy the
family poney, who had broken his halter, aud stole
to bed fo hiim; but, as the innnortal Shakespear says.

 Necewity mahes us acquainted with strange bed-fillows.”

On the 29th, we arrived at Lugo. This place
-had been better named ““ lodo,” or mud; for never
surc was there a more complete receptacle of con-
gregated and obnoxious dirt.  The troops were,
however, tolerably well off kere, both in regard to
quarters and provisions, and the oflicers were well
lodged, and treated with much hospitality by
several of the wmosi respectable inhabitants. To
many of our oflicers the mention of  Las dc
Prado,” will recal grateful recollections ; and it is
but a just tribute to benevolence and urbanity that
the name of this amiable family shiould be recorded,
as pre-eminent in hindness and aftention to the
Britich army.

It would have pleased me to have been enabled
to pass the same compliment on the Spaniards in
general, but it is too well known by the troops,
that they have not deserved one culogium from us
For 1though the conciliating manners wisely
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dictated by general orders, were closcly adhered to
in the commencement, by the troops, «id that they
evinced the best disposition to act regularly: no
bearing (unless accompanied v ith menace or lorce,)
could induce the Gallicians to bring (orward sup-
plies with alacrity, even when paid at the most
exorbitant rate for them. They scemed sulky,
reluctant, and dissatisfied, when the intreaty was
accompanicd by an almost limitless offer of money.
No wonder then that the <oldiers soon departed
from a system which caposed them to the priva-
tion of cvery little comfort.

The stupid malignity of the people towards s
was such, that, in the march forward, as we
approached a wine-house, the host, who was on
the alert, would quickly shut it up before we
could reach it; and retire with his family into the
ficlds, or out-houses, to avoid the trouble and
perplexity of serving us heretics: though sure to be
paid at least half as much more as they would re-
ceive from their own countrymen! When Buoona-
parte, in his bulleting, accuses us with pillaging
and abusing the peaceable and harmless inhabitants,
let him point out what sort of treatment /ie would
bestow on such kind d@nd hospitable allics !

As Major ——— was wandering on the skirts
of Lugo, he was civilly accosted by an aged
Spaniard ; when the first salutations had passed,
the strapger thus expressed himsell:—“ T am a
native of Leon, where T practised physic; but I
have been in England, and was in the suite of
Prince Massareno. Since that, I went to Paris,

' c?
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and served that illustrious martyr, Louis X VI, and
a hind master he was.

C Chere ombre voyal, recois men juste hommage,
D¢ fouis dans mon caur foujours sera image,

CLiclime des mechuns ¥

N

“ {u the fever of the Revolution, 1 z+turned to
Spuin, awd settled at Madrid. A Revolution,
Scihor, is a fercible medium of reformation; all
govermmeasts should render it unnecessary, by the

v

practice of virtue,

“ How di you find the people of England, Sir?"”

“ 1 admire the morals of your nation, more than
its manwers; you preserve the roughnesses ol your
wdependence, sometiaes al the expence of your
civilily ; bul you arc naturally brave and gene-
rous.  Your profection of the unhappy Bourbons
will be recollected with admiration ; as these who
are kind to the unfortunate will ever be the
favorites of Heaven!”

““ As you resided at the capital, Sir,” added the
Major, ** during the first symptons of the declen-
sion of the Spanish throne, you will materially
oblire me by connannicating the preswued causes
of its overthrow.” ‘

“ Your guestion, Scnhor Hidalgo, mvolves so
many poinfs, that T cammot duly salisfv your cu-
riosity but tn a very ecursory way. ‘The decline
of the Spanisit monarchy, hke the decline of Rome,
may be traced up to the corruption of the fourtain
head of government ; fur, whatever iutercsted per-
sons may aftirm to the contrary, it is as clear as
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that the night suceeeds the dominion of the sun,
progression, that if our rulers are not {rue to them-
sclves, the people wil not be true te them.  The
examples that we may draw frow the pame of his-
tory, and the recent events e France, whe o the
revolutionary cinbers are scarcely cold, make ths
position of thking no longer prrudoxical,

Charles the Seventh, ons date haing, was bicin-
sically u good war, though not a wize Sovereign.
Louisa o Parma, was a woman of imfrioee vho
used the aseendaney che nosesed over her hus-
baut®'s mind it co unlimited a <ense 02 {o reader
him hitide more than an ostensih™ dviug. iy
merely breathed fo aflix the sign manual of his
authority, 1o her wstraments of ambivon ami pro-
fligacy. By the aid of Gudes, her vioion, she
ascumed the disposal of chureh and walitary dig-
nities; and while they gratified the sareptiliogs
vermin of a court, the deep murmues of the satiun
were unheard.  Grey-headed subaiicrns v oo e
manded by Leardless colonels, and the saeved claims
of gallantry aud service were <uperseded by the
warrant of a struinpet or a grandee!

“1am no friead to the Malic law,”

3

continued
he, laying his hand upon the Major, ““hut L would
have a woman obedicat as a viile, and obeyed as
a sovereizn.  When ladies rule a State, they are
uniformly governed by men who are cenerally both
wise and honourable, as they are selected o gratify
the judgment, and not the passions.  Whea a
Monarchis ruled by his wife, she is usuajly governed
by men who make the gratilication of her weak-
c3 )
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nesses their paramounnt consideration.  We have
had this exemplified in too many instances to doubt
its verity.

“ Our beloved King, Ferdinand the Seventh,
when Prince of the Astarias, evinced such genc-
rosity of sentiment and love of justice as naturally
made the people regard the heir apparent with
affection.  Though hLe had his orccasio.s) lapses
from the injunctions of a stern propriety, yedhe
never wandeeed beyond the barviers of mora! honor,
A Priuce should be something more than a mere
son of earth ; and though he canuot divest nature
of her (railties, it is his bounden duty to make
them as little intrusive as possible. A private
citizen is responsible for his mauwners, as well as
his opinious; and if' he deviates from consistency
in either too much, he s justly despised. But a
Prince must not feel the whisperings of conlempi ;
he is born for his country, and should be a public
blessing ; and whenever national scorn approaches
him, he may consider it as the precursor of his
political death.

“ The elergy, who had long subjected Spain with
a rod of iron, clung to the Inquisition for suste-
nance ; not from admiration of the establishment,
but because it wasnecessary 1o protract their power.
Since the expulsion of the Jesuits, they have been
more than ordivarily jealous in all goverumental
movements, as a monk has seven eyes when the re-
fectory is in danger. The abridgments which
the Church had suffered in other Catholic coun-
iries, since the sceptre of Napoleon, had shaken
Papal supremacy, inspired them with terror for
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themselves ; and I fear it is to this source, more
than any other, that we may ascribe those bursts
of resistance to the usurper, which have been ma-
nifested 1n <o many districts of Spain; as we have
unhappily found in the proclamations of the Juntas,
less atfention to the improvement of the geuneral
condition of the commuuity, than to the conti-
nuance of existing wrongs. The only seeret to m-
duce a people to defend a government with zcal,
15 to make it worth defending.

“ Our code of laws had ceased to be marked by

a due line of demarkation, and were so mutilated
and multiplied, that the subject knew not where
to tread in perfect sceurity.  Similar causes pro-
duced different sendences in our highest courts of
judicature, and cousequently the judgzes were not
sufficiently respected by the wation---But 1 am
talking to a native of Britain, where character,
life, and propeity are seccuied by the vigilanes of
a jury; and those juries must be, unquestionably,
wholly independent of the iufluence of power, as
otherwise it would be despotism in masqguerade,
and a mockery of right.  When the organs of
the laws become corrupt, and the tribunals cruel
in their decrees, it is ominous that the State is
sinking undcr the pressure of its fears,

““ The awful occurrences of this epocha. should
have their proper weight and bearing in the minds
of princes, to reclaim the vicious, aud arrest the
fool in his carecr of folly

“ And yet not always on the guilty head

Descends the fated flush!”
c4
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“ Among the number of the illustrious house of
Bourbon, who lie scattered like august wrecks
upon the face of Nature; furn your cyes to
the amiable Duchess 1’ Angoulesime 5 the neice of
an emperor, and the daughter of a king, demand-
ing homage from her rank and beauty, and the
most respectful attention from her soie ws: for it
is not in the nature of fortune to reduce the lg-
nity of virtne—driven from the splendour ol a
throre, to wauder from clime to elime, and exist
upoa a bounly dtawn tiem alien hands-—donned
perkaps, to feel these keen, batl undescribable emo-
tions of the heart, whiieh will occur to fallen gyeat -
ness, when they pereeive thet b admimstration
even of hospitable offices, Torcs its fone of delicacy
in proportion as they decline iuto the vale of af-
fliction!

“ But enough of that.” continued Lie, wiping a
tear fiom his check  * And now suffer me to
give you a little adviee at parting—look well to
the discipiine of your men; e Spaniards are a
sober people, and readily disgusted by acts ol in-
femperate weakaess.  YWhen your soldiers enfer
the wine-houses, 1 trust 16 will be to cheer therr
spirits, and not waddea the brain. - Let the veils
oi our females be unvtolute, and cast no ridicule
on the monks, whatever may ne your predilection
in theolpgy, for the rage of an offended priest
never sleeps; and above all, remember, when vou
wnay euter our chapels, that you are i the presence
of the Jiving God 1™
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As the army continued to advance, the diflicul-
ties which were thrown m s way. continued o
be angmented ; as the true Eaglish © retonne”
revolted at the idea of making requisition<, which,
in fact, noue butl the Presch would be <o rash as
to cnforee, it is not very surpristirg that some of
our poor felfows should have actually perishied for
wani of proper sustenanee; nor is this o ke atiri-
buted to wanit of zeal or activity in the Conunis-
saries ; for, with the strcugesd desire to tulfil their
dutics, and tie most fuborious atbompts towards it;
vet, by ot knowing G laau: e, 1in'y were plu(‘(‘d
m ineatricable dilenmias 3 and thougle wiany of
them had iwicrpreters, vet, as thev were taken
mostly from the lower classes, and having but a
smatiering of our language, their services went a
very little way towards smoothing our embarrass-
ments;  as somce of tiem, iworcover, aimed at
collusion with the contractors and petly magis-
trates, (many of whom, by order of the Juntas,
had the furnishing of provisions,) endless delay
and vesation teok place.

On the st of November, we arrived at Con-
stantine and Hobradelo, (wo wretched villages,
skirtiug caclt side_of the road, {owards Villa
Franca, at four leagies distance from Lugo. The
weather nsw was: ruther more temperate, and the
troops were coming oi in high spirits, in the hope
of speedily joining issuce with their old focs.

On tbe 2%d of November, we marched to Na-
Jolis, four leagues in advance. This is a miserable
place, both as te itself and its inhabitants; the
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Alcaldi was a most incorrigible scoundrel, and
threw every impediment he could devise in the
way of the service; he declared there was not an
ounce of bhread in the place, but being paraded
round the village, between two diagoons, with their
swords drawn, and carbines slung, by calling at
each house, he contrived. in the cous-» of two
hours to bring in near 200 loaves;—but i the
Commissary had not adopled (in this instance.) a
procceding bordering in summary rigour, on lo
modce Francois., the troops must have gone for-
ward the next morning without a morsel of bread!
It is pleasing to know, however, that this gentle-
man has repeatedly met with his deserts, for
scarcely a party of English passed through, whom
his behaviour did not lead to give hima buf-
feting.

On the 23d, we passed through La Henorias, four
leagues forwarder, to Travadelo, two lcagues be-
yond that. The dragoon horses in general were
now beginning to get fresh, and to recover from
the cflects of the voyage, as well as the disorders
they acquired by the absurd wmethod of disem-
barking them at Corunna; but many uncver
recovered the tone of their muscles, which were
swelled and stiffened by the sudden chill of im-
mersion ; the greater part ot these falling very
lame, were shot on the road side. This is a sub-
jeet particularly exasperating to my memory, as
besides the vast expence to the nation, it casts such
an odium on our maumers.

The higuest praise is due to Lord Paget for the
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attention which he ordered to be paid to these va-
luable and interesting animals, and they were not
a litile indebted to him, I can assure rou.  They
usually performed a march of six leagues a-day,
ou which they were alwavs Falted an hour, and
the men never suflered to be mounted for more
than one-third of the way; by this careful ma-
nagewent many fine horses were brought about,
whiéh, had they been forced and  goaded on
would never have been effective.

On the 24th. we gained Villa Fraueca, (two
more leagues) 200 French prisonerss were brought
into this place: the Spaniards, though exulting
over these poor captives, still appeared to vegard
them with a sort of dismay; and on their voci-
ferating ** Viva Feraando Sctimo ! the lively
raggamuflins contemptuously returned the cheer,
with ** iva ta Merda?”

The first division of the Tth Dragoons, now
pushed on fowards Bembibu, on their way to As-
torga ; but when within a league of the first place,
they were met by an express, with orders for them to
(all back upon Cacabello, a village, one league and a
half in front of Villa Franca; this order evidently
produced a strong indignant feeling, in both officers
and men; and the farrier, who was just coming
up, as the retrograde movement took place, with
the forge-cart, was, with much difliculty, made to
wheel about, as his spirit swelléd to be in action.
In his road back, however, [Fortune, by way of
consolation, threw a poor Franciscan Friar in his
path, who was travelling harmlessly to his con-
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vent; he seized the {rembling priest by the cowl,
and dragged him on to the village, swearing by
the immaculate J

s, that he was a I'rench spy;
and when asked why he was of that opinion, he
said it was because he had scen the friar stop to
examine the troops as thev passed by: the poor
ccclesiastic (who, certainly was in a terrible
panic.) being recognized by the Alealay 5 Caca-
bello, was of course set at liberiy: and thougu he
had been brought at least five miles out of his
road, that reflection did not scem to operate as any
drawback to the satisfaction he evinced at getting
clear from this rough son of Vulean.

Orders were now given to make arrangements
for the retreat, but as the Spaniards had betrayed
so much repugnance to assist us, it was thonght
prudent to keep them ignorant of this movement
as long as possible ; aud the inforimations concern-
ing the resources of the country through which the
army was Lo pass, were very properly taken, as if
reinforcements were on the point of advancing,
instcad of the main body being about to retire.
This ruse de guerre succeeded by keeping the
Dons in temper, and leading them to disclose the
extent of their stores; and its policy was fully
proved when the retreat really took place, for then
they dropped the mask of hypacrisy, and kept no
terms with us.

However, some days afler this, it was again de-
termined to advance, and the plains of Benavente
were destined to afford a slight harvest of laurels
to cheer the spisits (almost worn down with long
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expectation) of our gallant dragoons. Tt was
here that Lord Paget acquired the adoration of
his men, in heroically leading them to glory: in
the phrﬁsculogy of Bonaparte's bulletins, * that
affair of 200 English to 500 l'reuch, docs the for-
mer great henor,” though this business has been
very modestly omitted in the Parisian publications.

The following Narratice counteins the official
accouirt of the victorious Action near Astorga.

DOWNING-STREET, JANUARY 10, 1300,

Dispatcles, from which the following are extracts, ivere, on the
Sih instant, received at the Office of Lovd Viscount Costlereagh,
one of lus Mujesty’s Principal Scerelaries of Stale, from Lieute-
aent-Genoral Sir John Moore, K. B. Commander in Chief of his
Mujesty's Forces employed in Spuin.

Benevente, Deceniher, 1808.

SincE Uhad the honor to address you upon the 16th, from Toro,
the artny has been alost constantly marching through snow, and
with cold that has been very infeuse,  The weather, within these
few days, has turaed to rain, which is much more uncomfortable
thun the cold, and has rendered the roads almost impassable.  On
the 21st, the army reached Sahagun; it was necessary to halt there
in order to refyesh the men, and on account of provisions.  The
information T reccived was, that Marshal Soult was at Saldana
with about 16,000 men,with posts along the river from Guarda to
Carrion, '

The army was ordered to march in two columns at eight o'clock
on the night of the 23d, to force the bridge at Cartion, and {rom
thenge proceed to Saldana. At six o’clock that evening, I re-
ceived informatiop that considerable rcinforcements had arrived at
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Carrion from Palencia, and a letter from the Marquis de Ia Ro-
mana informed ine, that the French were advancing from Madrid,
either to Valladolid or Salamanca. It was evident that it was too
Iate to prosecute the attempt upon Soult, that I must he satisfied
with the diversion [ had vecasioned, and that I had no time to
lose to secure my retreat.

The next moruing, Licutenant-Gieneral Hope, with his own
division, and that of Licutenant-General Fraser, 1. vehed to Ma-
Jorga. Lsent Shv David Baird, with his diviston, to pass tie viver
at Valmira, and followed Licutenant-General flope on the 25th,
with the 1eserve and the light brigades, by Majoiga, Valderas, to
Benevente.  The cavalry, under Lord Paget, folloned the reserve
on the 26th; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday.
We continue our niarch on Astorga,  Generals Hope and Fraser
are already gone on; Sir Danid Baird proceeds to-morrow from
Valenein; and T shall leave this, with the reserve, at the same
time; Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry, 1o give us notire
of the approach of the enemy; hitherto their infantry have not
come up, but they are near, and the cavalry is round us in
great numbets; they are checked by vur cavalry, which have ob-
tained, by their spirit and enterprise, an ascendaney over that
of the French, which nothing but gieat superiority of muubers on
their pmit will get the betier of.

The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at gieat
rish to oursclves, has Leen complete s it 1emaing to be seen what
advantage the Spaniards in the South will be able to tale af it;
but the murch of the French on Badijoz was stopped when its
advanced guard had reached Taluveira de Ia Reiue, and every
thing disposeable is now tuned in this direction.

" 'The oulypart of the army which has heen hitherto engaged with
the enemy, has been the cavalry, and i is impossible for me to
say too much in their praise, 1 mentioned to your Lordship, in
my letter of the 16th, the success Brigadier-Creneral Stewart had
met with in defeating a detuchment of cavalry at Hueda. Since
that, few days have passed without Lis taking or hilling different
paities of the French, generally superior in force to those which
attacked them. On the march to Sahagun, Lord Paget had in-
formation of six or seven hundred cavalry being fu that tewn, He -
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marched on the night of the 20th, from some villages whege he
was posted, in front of the enciny, at Majorga, with the 10th and
15th Huzzars. The 10th marched strait to the fown, whilst
Lord Paget, with the 15th, endeavoured to turn ii. Unler tunately
it fell in with a patrol, one of whom escaped, and gave the alanin,
By this means the French bad time to furm on the outside of the
town before Lord Paget got round. He immediately charged
them, beat them, and ook from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongst
whom were two Licutenant-Colonels and eleven ofticers, with the
loss on our part, of six or eieht men, and perhaps twenty wounded.

‘There have heon taken by the cavalry from 100 to 500 French,
besides a cousiderable number killed : —this since we begun our
wmarch from Saliwmanca,  On his march from Sshoonn, on the
20th, Lord Paget, with two squadions of the 10th, aitached a
detachment of cavalry at Majorga, killed twenty, and tock above
100 priseners.  Our cavalry is very superior in quality to any the
French bave; and the right spirit has been infused into them by
the example and instruction ot their two leaders, Lord Puget and
Brizadier-Gieneral Stewart.,

Astorga, Doeenmber 31, 1808,

[ anived here yesterday,  Mujor-General Frazer, with bis divi-
sion will be at Vila Franca this day, and will procecd on to Lugo.
Licutenant-General Hope, with his division, stopped yesterday two
feagues from this, and procceds this morning, followed hy Sir
David Baird. TI® two flank brigades go by the road to Penfe-
rada. I shall follow, with the resenve and cavalry, to Villa
Franca, either this uight or to-morrow morning, according as 1
hear the approach of the French. The moruing I marched from
Benevente, seven squadrons of Bonapartes Guards passed the
river at a ford above the bridge. They were attacked by Briga-
dier-Genexal Stewart, at the head of the piquets of the 15th, and
3d German Light Dragoons, and driven across the ford. Their
Colonel, a General of Division, Lefebre, wus taken, together with
about 70 officers and men.

The affair was well contested. The numbers with which Bri-
gadier-General Stewart attacked were inferior to the French; it is
the corps of the greatest character in their army; but the supe-
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riority of the British.was, [ am told, very conspicuous. I inclose,
for your Lordship’s satisfaction, Lord Paget’s report of it,

Benevente, December 29, 1808
SIr,

I have the honour to inform you, that about nine o’clock this
moming [ received a 1eport that the enemy’s cavalry was in the act
of crossing the river at the ford near the bridge. 1 immediately
sent down the piquets of the night, under Licutesint-Colonel
Otway, of the 18th.  Tlaving left orders that the cavalry sivld
repair to their alarm-posts, 1 went fornard to recommoitre, and
found four squadrons of the Imperial Guards formed, and skir-
mishing with the piquets and other cavalry in the act of passing,
1 sent for the 10th Huzzars, who, Laving arrived, Brigadier-General
Stewart imnedrately placed himself at the head of the piquets, and,
with the utmost gallantry, attacked. ‘The 10th Huzzas sup-
ported in the most perfect order,

The result of the affair, as far as | have yet been able to collect,
is about 30 killed, 25 wounded, 70 prisoners, and about the same
uumber of horses.

1t is impossible for me to avoid speaking in the highest terms of
all those engaged.  Licutenant-Colonel Otway and Major Bagwell
headed the respective night piquets, " The latter is  slightly
wounded. ‘The utmost zeal was conspicuous in the whole of my
Staf(’; and L had many Volunteers from hcad~quarfers, and other
Officers of your army.-—Amongst the prisoners is the General of
Division, Lefcbre, (who commands the cavaliy of the Imperiul
Ciuard) and two Captains. Our loss is, T fear, nearly 50 men
killed and wounded. I will send a retuin the moment I can collect
the 1eports,

I'have the honor o be, &e.
(Signed) PagET, Lieutenant-General.

-

Tv Licutenant-General Sir J. Moore, K.B.

I have forwarded the prisoners to Baniza. On the other side of
the river the enemy formed again, and at this instant three guns of
Captain Donovan’s troop arrived, which did considerable execu~
tion.
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CAPTURE OF GENERAL LEFEBVRE,
By —— Grisdale, a Privale in the Y0th Dragoons.

Apout ove hundred and fifty of the 10th dra-
goons, and the dragoons of the Tth, were suddenly
opposed to about twelvé hundred of the encmy’s
cavalry, chiefly cemposed of Impertal Guards, well
mounted, and commanded by Lefebvre.  The town
of Benevente was at a short distance in the rear.
As the Beitish had the sagacity, in this instance,
to deviroy the bridge, the coemy were forecd lo
wade through 1 oo, which they did, with
great alv .y, for the purpeve of compelling the
Erilisn detachment 1o surrender. They advauced
in one solid apd compact Jine against the British
force, ‘o saiute them with a general volley from
their carbines.  The British, who were led on by
Mujor Quintwin of the 1Cth, resolutely awaited
their approach, und received their fire, which,
happily, did Lut little exceution.  The volley was
1o sooner given, than an order was 1ssued for the
British to charge, which they did with that order
and 1mpetuosity which insured success.  "They cut
their way completely through the enemy’s line, and
then shewed a broad front to him in the opposite
direction. The French, in the interim, h':wiug
faced about, closed their ranks, and put themselves
again in good order for the contest. A second
charge was then made by the British, which was
more successful than the former, for the French
were thrown into confusion, and the carnage which

" P
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followed was ferrible. It was at this time that
Grisdale beheld the French Commander, accom-
panied by two drumpeters, hurrying from the field
of action, and followed by two privates of the 7th,
in hot pursuit. The French Commander’s horse
outstripped those of the trumpeters, as did Gris-
dale’s those of the 7th ; sb that, as the Goneral lost
the companions of his flight, Grisdale had the
good fortane to pursue him single-handed. The
General fled along the serpenting margin of the
river, and thereby lost much ground, of which
Grisdale fook advantage, and by cutting across from
angle to angle, he at length, after a rapid cliace of
two miles, succeeded in getting in his front.  The
General now, from necessity, checked his horse;
but betraying symptoms of resistance, Grisdale
instantly levelled, aud discharged his carbine, the
ball of which slightly wounded his adversary on
the chieek.  Thus unsuccessful in his aim, Grisdale
was preparing to defend himself with his sword,
(bis pistols having been previously discliarged)
when, to his surprise, he beheld Lefebvre throw
his sword away, as a token of surrender. This
gave Grisdale time to re-load his carbine, which
having done, he advanced to the General, took the
pistols from his holsters, the sash from about his
waist, and having dismounted, snatched up the cast
away sword ; then re-seating himsclf in the saddle,
he turned fhe rein of the General’s bridle over the
horse’s head, and so conducted him to the British
army: the main body of which, at that time, was
coming up. Grisdale had too much honcst pride
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to demand the General’s watch aud money, but a
private of the Tth, who was less scrupulous and
exalted in his ideas, did the Generad that fuvor
before hie reached the British lines.  Grisdale gave
the sash, sword, and pistols, to his Colonel, (Leigh)
to have them transmitied 1o Dhis beloved Com-
mander, the Prince of Wales. Grisdale has re-
teutly been raised to the rank of corporal, as the
first step only of more considerable prowotion.—
He is anexceedingly well made, well looking man :
his coumtenance is ruddy and expressive, and
strongly indicates that be possesies ihat iuivepid
spirit which should, at all times, distingish the
Briton and the soldier. e is a native of Grace-
stock, in Cumberland; his age is twenty-four.
Ile bas a mother Tiving, to whom he 1s most aflec-
tionalely attached; and where filial piety exists,
we scidom lock for human courage in vain.
Notwithstanding this coup d’eclai, it scemed des-
tined that our retreat should be attended with every
possible disadvantage that Nature could throw in
our way. The weather was so inclement, that the
oldest Galician living, does not remember so severe a
season. Wind, rain, and cven hail, pelted around us;
and to add to our distresses, the greater part of the
officers had lost their cloaks, great coats, and linen,
as the muleteers to whose care they were confided,
hiad all scampered to the mountains on the approach '
of the French cavalry, and left 200 of their mules
to be quietly plundered by the enemy ! Now, whe-
ther this mishap arose from the suggestions of fear,
p2
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or hatred, or knavery, is yct undetermined. Some
of our dragoons endcavoured to drive those inde-
pendent animals forward, but cven the stroke of
the sabre had no effect, when their masters had for-
saken them. Unhappily, they were not linguists,
like Balaam’s appendage, and could not, or would
not, comprchend the British word of command.
Betwceen Benevente and Astorga, and Villa ki ingag
and Lugo, the retreating ariny were literally com-
pelled to cut a passage through the snow !

THE SPANISH LADIES.

Tur Spanish ladies, in general, are petite, but
lively, and by no means subject to those ungenc-
rous restrictions in social agency that they were
in more remote times.—Their conversation is witty
and 'agreeable, and their eyes both black and bril-
lant, yet the contour of the face is not peculiarly
striking ; their similitude to the Portugucse is
very apparent.

Coming out of the church of Astorga, where
I had been to witness the celcbration of High
Mass, I perceived a bona Dea <f more than or-
dinary interest, tripping gracefully on a narrow
path that meandered through the ordure of the
streets, in blue satin pantoufles ; she was followed
by an old attendant, or duenna, who carricd a
large rosary on lier arm, and looked as devout as



53

Saint Ursula, in penance. The younger female
appeared to be made of ‘“ metal more attractive,”
and not wholly unwilling to be a siuner in am-
bush—ever and anon, she lifted up the angle of the
veil that conccaled her beauty, and seemed to re-
counoitre my person from under the pent-house
of her eye; when she darted a glance of such fierce
captivation, as might fascinate a trout in the
stream.

On her fair breast a sparhling cross she wore,
Which Jews might kiss, and Infidels adore.

Having some leisure, I slipped two pistorines into
the old wowan’s hand (which appeared to open,
and receive the douceur, as it were by instinct).
She understood my meaning, and allured me with
her fan, to follow her: T obeyed her signals, until
we arrived at a house In a narrow street, which I
saw my charming incognita enter, as light as a
fairy: the ancient lady countinuing her silent in-
structions, I followed them up stairs, into a spa-
cious, but comfortless apartment : dccorated with
the portraits of an adust Bruno, and a noviciate
nun: a few chairs, an irmmnense marble slab, with
massy gilt feet, a sofa, a chafing dish with the resi-
duum of coals, yet warm, and a crucifix, and Sal-
vator Mundi affixed in g niche of the wall.

I made my apology to the lady, ia French,
which luckily she understood perfectly well ; and
after desiring me to be scated, spoke thus, be-
fore the duenna:—¢¢ Senhor, you are a stranger,
and a friend, and in sgch characters you are en-

pJ
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titled to my respect ; But as I perccive, by the non-
chalance of your manner, that you may be inclined
to think too lightly of my decorum, I must inform
vou that I have limits to my civilities: although I
am not a sworn encmy to refined gallantry (here the
duenna gave me a nod of encouragement); were
there no fools enamoured of beauty, femnle repu-
tation would not have sufered in the contemplation
of thg moralist; by giving them the custody of
what they are unable to appreciate. their vanity
becomes paramount, and the world hears that
Juux pzs, which adds not to the health of the
listener, while it abridges the circulation of joy.
Discretion is the attribute of man, and although it is
made but a minor virtue in the catalogue, it is fre-
quently the guardian of all the rest ; with it, the
scnsibilities of love arc never outraged ; but with-
out it, the finer threads of the heart become un-
ravelled, and all its delicate teature falls 1o ruin!
“ T have often pondered on the declaration of the
French Censor—° Sans la diserction, la société
civile w’est qu’une futigue et un cmebarras ; car il faut
etre tonjours allentif sur soi, ponr ne vicn laisser
echapper devant des personncs indifferentes, qui en
pourreicent Suaire un mauvais usage, soit en re-
levant ce qu’on leur confic, ow en y qjoutunt de leur
chef des circonstances @ quoi Uon n'a jamais pense ”
At the conclusion of this polished (uotation,
she gracefully beckoned the ancient Sybil from the
viranda, to retite, and prepare some chesnuts and
Malaga for the Cavalier.  As the she-dragon of re-
putation reccded, she gavg me a kind of flyiog
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courtesy, or Parthian salute: signifving, by the
movement of her head, a species of congratulation
at my cxcellent good fortune.

“ You may be surprised, Senhor,” continued
the Donna, < at this condescension; but I view
you in the light of a national dehverer '—You are
a soldicr and an Englishman, and must be noble
and liberal by inheritance ; (here I bowed my
head, and, T belicve, blushed.) I am a widow:
my late hushand wasa Knight of the Holy Ghost—
a Castilian by birth, and bis honor was as spotless
as Alpine snows!  How proud be would have been

3

10 have congratulated a maguanimous ally within
kis own walls '—That is a charming topaz on your
ring, Seuhor; the Princess of Monaco had its
twin-brother.—I think it might fit my finger—
with your permission—bicn obligé—Ol ! fidon.”'—
(Here the MS. was obliterated.)

While quartered at the convent of Sobrado, we
had frequently occasion to use the influence of the
Monpks, in procuting some essential requisites for
the sick ; and to smooth and further our designs,
we often visited the church during mass. On one
of these events, a gentleman, attached to the Com-
missariat, observed an old woman, who was watch-
ing him with more than common attention.  As the
devotees were retiring, she came up to the Officer,
and tapping him gently on the shoulder with her
fan, enquired, with alodk of indescribable archness,
““ifhe was a Christian?”  ““ A Christian, Madam!”*
quoth he, “ certainly. Have you not seen me at
mass #’ “ Ah! Senhor,”” replied the peery in-

- p 4
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quisitoress, I am a Portuguese, and know the
tricks of you Roisterers perfectly well ; 1 fear this
awakened piety is merely to bamboozle the Holy

Fathers! Tenho meda qui vos ma ce, fax’ isto
Sol para conteaterc lus Pudres santos!”’

On discoursing at Sobrado, with a contractor {or
the Alcaldi, he took occasion to observe, hy the
way of flattery to our Government, that he kunew
very well most of the English were good Christians,
(that is Catholics;) but were forced to deny their
conviction, in order to hold places in the Church
and State. < King George himself,” centinued he,
in an elevated tone, ¢ 1s a truc son of the church,
but he is obliged to acquiesce in heresy, to conform
to the desires of the vulgar!”

A short time before we began our retreat to
Vigo, I learncd with surprise, that the Honorable
Captain Percy, of the 26th foot, was confined with
an intermittent fever, in the convent of Sobrado,
and that he wanted certain comfofts: [ immediately
paid him a visit, and found him in an attic cell,
belonging to one of the monks, who was particu-
larly attentive to him, as he had been informed
that he was a branch of the illustrious house of
Northumberland. While I was sitting by his bed-
side, the philanthropic mionk ‘entered the cell in
trembling perturbation, with a pallid countenance,
and dishevelled hair ; telling us, that the French
scoundrels were actually at Lugo; shortly after
which, our olfactory nerves were supremcly of-
fended by efiluvia evidently arising from the
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drapery of the affrighted priest! We both laughed
heartily at the discomfited figure before us; but
as a retreat became immediately necessary, T ques-
tioned Capiain Percy on his capability of under-
taking the fatigues of the march, as the weather
was singularly tempestuous; he quickly resolved
on accompanying us, hut was so weak, that he
could not mount his horse, without the assistance
of his servant, and a miuleteer.  We lost sight of
him in the first succeeding night, but afterwards
had the good fortune to meet him at a small vil-
lage, called Saint Gregorio, which is hall way
between Sobrade and St. Jago de Compostella ;
but before our arrival at Saint Jago, we missed
kim again, although we had made so sure of his
joining wus, that we waited dinner for him at a
Frenchman's hotel in that city ; but we never saw
him from that time, and were apprchensive that
he must have been so overborne by inconveniences
and indisposition as to become a prisoner.

On the 5th of J anuary, General Fraser received
an order fromn head-quarters to regain the Corunna
road, instead of retreating to Vigo, agrecably to
the first determination. On this they returned to
Lugo; but great numbers of the soldicrs sunk in
the road, through excess of fatigue.

Nothing occurred of moment for several days,
but our minds were continually on the alert to as-
certain what was nccessary for the security of the
army. '

On the 10th, we %ent forward a serjeant of the
Ist Royals, to obtain correct information from the
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Commanding Officer at Betanzos. Ou the 11th,
having suspiciey as to the course of events, we ap-
plicd to the Alcalda of Sobrado for carts, to con-
vey the sick away, in contemplation of unfavourable
news. lle at first acceded to the proposition, but
came in a short time after, in a state of alarm,
and informed us that the pcaszinls would not
permit him to fulfil our demand.  On this we pro-
duced our pistols, one of which T gave to Licute-
nant I , and girded on my sabre; and at my
recosnmendation, he ordered out a file of men,
thoagh they were principally feeble and in a con-
valescent state, and ordered them to load before
the mob.  Then we proceeded to the fields, and,
after a chace of two hours, we procured a suflicient
number of bullocks and carts.

The Serjeant returned on the 12th, with an
order to proceed as fast as possible to Coruona;
but that being impracticable from the position of
the enemy, we determined {o go forthwith to Vigo,
and departed the same day, at 5 P. M.

In consequence of this order, we sent off the
sick, in carts, by the direct road to Corunna;
deeming it better that they should run the risk of
being taken by the French, than perish by the
neglect or inercasing malignancy of the Spaniards.
[t should be noted, that when our worthy and
faithful allies of Sobrado, found that we were to
retreat, they loaded us with the coarsest upbraid
ings; and we saw this event in perspective so
‘clearly, that we kept it a secret as long as possible.

On sleeping at Caldos, on our way to Vigo, we
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took up our quarters at a sorry i, where they
made us pay soundly for a villainous supper, and
where I was [lea-bitten, in the night, without in-
termission.  On summoning the hostess, carly in
the morning, to pav her the bill, she had the civil
cllrontery to ask me, with a smile, il Ehad not slept
well in her posada, as it was noted over Spain,
for excellent accommmodation, by all travellers. 1
was so-proveked by her taunts and sncers at my
chagrin, that I shewed her a part of my liven, by
way of reply. Having suiveyed a portion of my
chemise, through her spectacles, she calinly ob-
served, that her beds were famous for thewr clean-
liness, but that one flca was as bad as a million!

Sobrado is situated half way between ‘Lugo and
St. Jago de Compostella.  We must here balt a
moment, to make a slight chmment upon the verity
of the French bulletins ; the 31st of which, states,
“ That General Francheschi entered $1. Jago, and
found some magazines, and an English guard, which
he took.”—On the 13th of January we were at
St. Jago, where there was a magazine of provisious,
but not one soldier to guard it: so that, fhough
the French Goyvernment may vouch loudly for the
common truth of their bulletins, they must not
contend sturdily for their correctness.

‘On my return to St. Jago, I had full experience
of the effects of human- instability, so far as it is
dependent upon good or bad fortune. On finding
that the people of this town, had resisted the Com-
missary in the act of destroying his stores, having
oitly an opportunity to stave the rum casks, sub
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silentio, 1 went to the Governor’s to procure the
keys, to get provision {or a small detachment of
men. zad to render the rest uuserviceable. I de-
manded them at his gate, in the name of his Bri-
tannic Majesty; but it was unavailing, as this
heretofore most civil Governor, remnained inae-
cessible!  Finding his vii‘anons ob-tinacy con-
tinue; I affiimed that if I did not reccive the keys
in five minutes, 1 would break open the doors of
the depit, wuich eventually I did ; and after gain-
ing the supplies, marched oft for Saint Vigo, as
there was no time to be lost on an cmergency so
pressing.

Hearing by every succeeding courier, that the
van of the French army was advancing, we hastencd
on with little cessation, yet many of our men
were so foot-worn and harrassed, that they threw
themselves on the ground, and waited the caprice
of Fortune! Shortly after we had passed Redon-
hela, I first perceived, with emotions of gladness,
a British seventy-four, riding at anchor, in Vigo-
Bay, from which we were about four leagues dis-
tant. 1t is needless to aver, how nimbly we tript
over the intervening path. On our arrival at
Vigo, we reported ourselves to Brigadier-General
Alton, who had then the command of that station.

Vigo is situated on an emiuence commanding
the harbour, and is the ncatest town that I have
seen in Spain; it resembles an English sea-port
more than any other, though it is irregularly built.
The fort is large, but out of repair.

As the conduct of the people of this place was
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very equivocal, we deemed it prudent to conceal
the actual motives for our embarkation as long as
possible, and we found after, that such piccaution
had been necessary.  General Crawfurd's brigade
consisted now of about 2800 men.-——We were taken
on board 24 transports—the Alfred man of war, of
74 guns, and the Hindostan store-ship, acting as
convoy.

I have learned since I was at Vigo, that the
Pishop of Oporto would not suffer Sir Robert
Wilson to get any more recruits, afier he had
raised 700 Portuguese with infinite assiduity; in
pursuance of this treacherous conduct on the part
of that wily prelate, Sir Robert marched the men
away, that he had thus enlisted, but has not since
been heard of! So much for the moral honor of
Monseigncur L’Eveque, our holy treasurer, and
very good friend ; but the wise of other times have
said, monachun non facit cucullus !

e ]

MOVEMENTS OF THE MAIN ARMY
( From the MSS. of another Officer.)

A GALLANT AFYFAIR BY THE SEVENTH DRAGOONS.

On the 25th of December, Lieutesant-Colonel
Kerrison, of the 7th Light Dragoons, being stationed
at Benevente, with a small advanced party of ten
men, fell in with a piquet of the enemy’s cavalrys
consisting of fifieen privates and an officer. Each
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party drew up in order to charge, when the {wp
officers singled cach other out. 'The Frenchman
made point at Colonel Kerrison, which, by a skil-
ful management of his horse, he avoided, (though
his jacket was torn by the blade): and, in the same
monent, he gave his antagonist so scvere.a blow
with his sabre, across the forchead, as to bring
them both from their horses: the Frenchman. from
the violence of the stroke, and Colonel Kerrison,
from the violence of action. The men, in thé
mcan time, had been wannly engaged, in a slashing
conflict, hand to haud; but the French now fled,
leaving three dead on the field, and five prisoners,
behind them.  The Colonel’s men now came to his
assistauce, when, on raising him up, they found his
armn had been brohen by a blow given by his'adver-
sary, with the hilt of his sword ; but the French
officer lay dead beside him.

The following melancholy anecdote is a striking
proof of the high state of discipline in which the
Commander in Chic( held the army ; and, not-*
withstanding the instance was lamentable, it was
deemed supremely necessary, to impress the country
people with our dctermination to uphold a system
of severe justice:—

In the march from Astorga, four dragoons, who
had not eaten bread for forty-cight hours, entered
a merchant’s shop to cheapen some, which he re-
fused to scll ; when the poor fc[lows seized a loaf
and a bit of bacon, which they ate raw. The
merchant followed them to their quarters, and pre-
ferred his complaint to Sir John Moore, who,
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actuated by a laudable desire {o maintain harmony
with the Spaniards, told them that one must die.
On this, the unhappy men drew straws, and he that
drew the shortest was tied to a tree, and shot;
.after which, all the regiments were marched in suc-
cession round his body !

Yet, in despite of the efforts and wise conduct
of Sir John Moore and his 8taff, such was the flinty
and unfeelivg conduct of the people towards us,
that we were forced to break open many houses in
scarch of those succours for the sick and the weary,
that we would gladly have paid for most liberally.
But as our men became stragglers, and veutured
to snatch provisions in this predatory way, they
were generally assassinated by the country people.

T saw many” of our soldiers throw themselves
down by the road side, and declare their utter in-
ability to proceed farther; hoping, among the best
points of a bad fortune, to be taken prisoners b_)'f
the French, rather than fall into the su;mrstitioys
fangs of the enraged boors of Galicia; who became
crucl and insolent in proportion as we became em-
barrassed.

During these transactions the affairs of the main
army went on but inauspiciously. W hispers were
circulating that Bonaparte -had left Madrid, to
circumvent our passagc to the sea: advices came
from Count de la Romana, expressing his appre-
hension of the vast designs of the encmy, and the
absolute necessity of retreating was now admitted
by all—but the conviction was somewhat too late.

The campaign now assumel such an aspect of
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horror as might have struck the stoutest heart
with despair ; the French were so close as to be
able continually to harrass our rear ; the Spaniards
in the van, were removing every serviceable thing
they could out of our way, with all the alacrity
their native indolence would allow. The ¢lemeats
were warring against us with the utmose fary, and
without intermission, for near threc weeks! Nir.
women, and children worn out by unceasing fa-
tigue, were lying down by the road side; sowme
with the hope of renovating their strength that
they might be able to proceed; others, in a state
of desperation, resolved to end their lingering suf-
ferings, by passively awaiting death.  But few of
either of those distressed beings cver rose again :
for thosc who proposed it, were so completely
chilled aud stiffcned by lying om the wel ground
during half an hour, with their clothes already
drenched, and still exposed to a torrent of rain;
that, after a feeble attempt to risc, they would fall
bt?ck, and resign themsclves to Heaven, without
further struggle! In this plenitude of woe, there
was no hope of assistance from others, it being a
task sufficient for the most hardy and athletic to
preserve themsclves. 'To complete the appalling
spectacle, the road on each side was lined with
dead horses ; those poor beasts having been as much
cxhausted by exertion as the men, were shot, to
prevent their falling to the’ share of the enemy.
This was a sorry sight, which the bulletins describe
to have been so revolting to Bonaparte! He, who
could view, calm antl unmoved, fields strewn with
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human slaughter—he, whose voice, like the man-
date of Bellona, makes carnage unrestricted; found
his nature suddenly shocked, and his nerves thrill
with tenderness at beholding the dead English
horses! It certainly would have been more con-
siderate in us to have left them in return for those
of the Imperial Guard which-were taken at Bene-
vente ; but the English are savages and idotaters,
and have no idea of such civil retribution. Such
1s the insinuation conveyed to the Spaniards by the
spirit of that bulletin, which aflects to explain this
lamented event: though with the usual French
dexterity, those sentiments arc given to the Spa-
niards as their own cffusions :—They are made to
consider this circumstance as a sort of rcligious
sacrifice, to appease Almighty vengeance, and im-
plore safe conduct to our ships. They are made
to deduce from it, “ very strange and unfavourable
ideas of the rcligion of England.”” It must be
confessed, if there is little grace, yet there 1s much
political science in this maneeuvre; for of all the
arms he can turn against us, this is the most
powerful he can weild, in such countrics as Spain
and Portugal. Napolcon understands human na-
turec well, and calculates with particular precision
on the bigotry and superstition of the people he
would cajole.

The military chest, in the retreatl of our army,
towards Astorga, contained dollars to the amount
of £600,000, and about £15,000 in gold coin. It
was thrown into rivers, caverns, and over the clefts
of precipices to prevent its falling into the hands

B
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of the enemy; and to this circumstance was im-
putable the loss of our men: many having
dropped behind, under various pretences, in the
hope of rccovering part of the specie so disposed
of, who were afterwards unable to regain their
respective corps.

According to the Twenty-eighth French Bulletin,
1,800,000 francs of this treasure, have falicn‘ into
the hands of the encmy.

It was the opinion of several officers of distinc-
tion, that had the hills commanding the passes,
between Lugo and Villa Franca, been furnished
with artillery; it would have been utterly imprac-
ticable for the French, notwithstanding their su-
perior forces, to have penetrated by that route,
upon the rear of our army. And this opinion re-
ceived a sanction so nnpressive, that mules were
actually purchased at Lugo, for the purpose of
carrying up light artillery to those eminences; but
the measure was abandoned from some unknown
cause !

Had those passes been fortified, we should not
probably have lost a single soldier at Corunna, at
least by the sword of thc enemy; but this pre-
caution having been neglected in the advance of
our army, it became impossible to effect it during
the retreat, as the impulse «f consternation was
too powerful to admit the intervention of method.
All the information that we received respecting the
enemy, was false and overcharged; but we had
solid reason to know, that all our movcments were
faithfully conveyed to Madrid.
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From the same fatal source of false confidence,
arosc the capital neglect of not getting the harbour
of Ferrol, with the whole of the squadron. The de-
meanour of the Spaniards did not warrant this ex-
cess of complaisance ; and the conduct of the pea-
santry was hostile in the extreme; they even po-
uiarded and hung several of our brave fellows
wherever they could find them straggling after
food or beverage. 'Their reproaches were of the
most bitter and mortifying nature, and I was often
happy that the army did not understand them.—
The women and children attached to the expedi-
tion suffered inconceivable miscries; and several
dashing clegantes, who had quitted the safe re-
gions of Mary-le-bonne, to follow the fortunes of
the war, with their dear fricnds, were despoiled of
their accustomed influence ; as those who had cap-
tivated so many, were themselves made captives.

It is a fault applicable o a British army, that
they generally have too much baggage, but this
love of personal comfort, proved of no avail in
this unhappy rctreat; the baggage of the officers
had been mostly left with the mules on the road,
and all the minor finery was of course left behind.
Ghent ruffles, silk hose, shirts, and shirties fell
into Gallic hands; and so reduced were the mili-
tary gentlemen in the essential points of drapery,
that many of them did not change their linen, in
a hard passage from Astorga to Plymouth; which,
added to the common necessity of sleeping every
night, for several weeks, under the canopy of hea-

ven, made their situation unenviable,
. EQ
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When the van of our army arrived at Corunna,
they proceeded to embark as fast as possible; but
on the morning of the 15th of January, the enemy
took such a position in our front, as made it neces-
sary to resist, and a battle took place on the en-
suing day.

Official Account of the Battle of Corunna.

DOWNING-STREET, JANUARY 24, 1809.

The Hororable Captain Hope aryived late last night, with a Dis-
patch from Lieut. Gen. Sir David Baird, to Lord Viscount
Custlercagh, one of his Mujesty’s Principal Secretaries of State,
of which the following is a copy: —

is Majesty’s Ship Ville de Paris, at Sea,
MY LORD, , January 18, 1809.

By the much-lamented death of Lieutenant-General Sir John
Moore, who fell in action with the enemy on the 16th instant, it
has become my duty to acquaint your Lordship, that the French
army attacked the British troops in the position they vecupied in
front of Corunna, at about two o'clock in the afternoon of that
day.

A severe wound, which compelled me to quit the field a short
time previous to the full of Sir John Moore, obliges me to refer
your Lordship for the particulars of the action, which was long and
obstinately contested ; to the enclosed report of Lieutenant-General
Hope, who succeeded to the command of the army, and to whose
ability and excrtions, in direction of the ardent zeal and uncon-
querable valour of his Majesty’s troops, is to be attributed, under
Providence, the success of the day, which terminated in the com-
plete and entire repulse and defeat of the enemy, at every point of
attack,
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The Honorable Captain Gordon, my Aid-du-Camp, will have
the honor of delivering this dispatch, and will be able to give your
Lordship any further information which may be required.

I have the honor to be, &c.
D. BAIRD, Lieutenant-General.

Right Hon, Lovd Viscount Castlercagh.

Ilis Majesty’s Ship Audacivus, off Corunna,
SIR, Jannary 18, 1809

IN compliance with the desire contained in your communicition
of yesterday, I avail myse!f of the first moment T have been able
to comnand, to detuil to you the occurrences of the action which
took place in front of Corunna, on the 16th instant.

It will be in your recollection, that about one in the afternoon
of that day, the enemy, who had in the morning received rein-
forcements, and who had placeild some guns in front of the nght
and left of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his
feft flank, and forming various columns of attack at that eatremiry
of the strong and commanding position, which, on the morning of
the 15th, he had tahen in our immediate front.

This indication of his intention was immediately succceded by
the rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division,
which occupied the 1ight of our position. The events which oc-
curred during that period of the action you are fuily acquainted
with. The first effort of the enemy wus met by the Commander
of the Forces, and by yourself, at the head of the 42d regiment,
and the brigade under Major-General Lord William Bentinck. The
village on your right becaiue an object of abstinate contest,

I Tament to say, that soon after the severe wound which deprived
the army of your services, Lizutenant-General Sir jolin Moore,
who had just dirccted the most able disposition, feli by a caunon
shot. The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable
loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but, by the most
determined bravery, not only repelled every attempt of the eneiny
to gain ground, but actually forced him to retire, although he had
brought up fresh troops in support of those originally engnged.

The enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the
right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A judi-

cious and well-timed movement, which was made by Major-Gene-
K3
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ral Paget, with the reserve, which corps had moved out of its
cantonments to support the right of the army, by a vigorous attack,
defeated this intention, The Major-General, baving pushed for-
ward the 95th (ritle corps) and 1st battalion 32d regiments, drove
the enemy before him, arid, in his rapid and judicious advance,
threatened the left of the enemy’s position. This circumstance, with
the position of Licutenant-General Frazer’s division, (calculated to
give still further security to the right of the line) induced the
enemy to relax his efforts in that quarter.

They were, however, more forcibly directed towards the ceutre,
where they were again successfully resisted by the brigade under
Major-General Manningham, forming the left of your division, and
a part of that under Major-General Leith, forming the right of
the division under my orders.

Upon the left, the enemy at first contented himself with anattack
upon our piquets, which, however, in general niaintained their
ground. Tinding, however, his efforts nnavailing on the right and
centre, he seemed determined to render the attack upon the left
more scrious, and had succeeded in obtaining possession of the
village through which the great road to Madrid passes, and which
was situated in front of that part of the line. From this post,
however, he was soon expelled, with considerable loss, by a gallant
attack of some companies of the second battalion 1.4th regiment,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholls; before five in the evening, we
had not only successfully repelled every attack made upon the posi-
tion, but had gained ground in almost all points, and occupied a
more forward line than at the romumnﬂ-ment‘ of the action, whilst
the enemy confined his operations to a cannonade, and the fire of
his light troops, with a view to draw oft’ his other corps. At six
the firing entirely ceased. The different brigades were re-
assembled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and the
piquets and advanced posts resumed their original stations.

Notwithstanding the decided and marked superiority which at
this moment the gallantry of the troops had given them over an
enemy, who, from his numbers, and the commanding advantages
of his position, no doubt expected an easy vietory, I did not, on
rev‘icwing all circumstances, conceive that I should be warranted
in departing from what 1 knew was the fixed and previous deter-
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mination of the late Commander of the Forces, to withdraw the
army on the evening of the 16th, for the purpose of embarkation;
the previous arrangements for which had already heen made by
biis order, and were in fact far adwnced‘at the commencement of
the action.  The troops quitted their position about ten at night,
with a degree of order that did them credit. The whole of the
artillery that remained unembarked having been withdrawn, the
troops followed in the order prescribed, and marched to their re-
spective points of embarkation in the town and neighbourhood of
Cormima. The piquets remained at their posts until five on the
morning of the 17th, when they were also withdrawn, with similar
orders, and without the enemy having discovered the movement.

By the unremitted exertion of Captains the Honorable H. Cur-
zon, Gosselin, Boys, Rainier, Serrett, Hawhins, Dighy, Carden,
and Mackenzie, of the Royal Navy, who, in pursuance of the
orders of Rear-Admiral de Courcy, were entrusted with the ser-
vice of embarking the army; and in consequence of the arrange~
ments made by Commissioner Bowen, Captains Bowen and Shep-
lerd, and the other agents for transports, the whole of the army
was embarked with an expedition which has seldom been cqualled.
With the exception of the brigades under Major-Generals Hill and
Beresford, which were destined to remain on shore, until the
movements of the enemy should become manifest, the whole was
afloat before day-light.

The brigade of Major-General Beresford, which was alternately
to form our rear-guard, occupied the land front of the town of
Corunna; that under Major-General Hill was stationed in reserve
on the promontory in rear of the town.

The enemy pushed his light troops towards the town soon after
cight o’clock in the morning of the 17th, and shortly after oc-
cupied the heights of St. Lucia, which command the harbour.
But notwithstanding this circumstance, and the manifold defects of
the place; there being no apprehension that the rear-guard could
be forced, and the disposition of the Spaniards appearing to be
good, the embarkation of Major-General Hill's brigade was com-
menced, and completed by three in the afternoon; Major-General
Beresford, with that zeal and ability which is so well known to
yonrself and the whole army, having fully explained, to the satis-
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faction of the Spanish Governor, the nature of our movement, and
having made every previous arrangement, withdrew his corps {rom
the land front of the town, soon after dark, and was, with all the
wounded that had not been previously moved, embarked before
one this morning. '

Circumstances forbid us to indulge the hope, that the victory
with which it has pleased Providence to crown the efforts of the
army, can be attended with any very brilliant cousequences to
Great Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best soldiers.
It has been i#hicved at the termination of a long and harrassing
service. ‘The superior numbers, and advantageous positions of the
enemy, not less than the actual situation of this army, did not
admit of any advantage being 1eaped from success. 1t must be,
however, to you, to the anny, awd 10 our country, the swcetfest
reflection, tiwat the lustre of the Dritisit arms has been maintained
smidst many disadvantageous circumstances. The anmy, which
had entered Spain amidst the fairest prospects, had ro sponer com-
pleted its junction, than, owing to the multiplied disasters that
dispersed the native armies arouud s, it was left to its own re-
sources. 'The advance of the British corps from the Duero, af-
forded the best hope that the South of Spain wight be relicved ;
but this generous effort to save the unfortunate people, also atforded
the enemy the opportunity o. - irecting every effort of his nume-
yous troops, and coucentrating :«l his principal resources for the
destruction of the only regular force in the North of Spain.

You are well aware with what diligence this system has been
pursued,

These circumstances preduced the necessity of rapid and har-
rassing marches, which had diminished the uumbers, exhausted the
strength, aud impaired the equipment of the army. Notwath-
standing «ll these disadvantages, and those more immediately
attached to a defensive position, which the imperious necessity of
covering the harbour of Corunna for a time had rendered indis-
pensable to assume, the native aud undaunted valour of British
troops was never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded what
even your own experience of that invaluable quality, so inhereut in
them, m:y have taught you to expect. When every one that had
an opportunity seemed to vie in improving it, it is dificult for me,
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in making this report, to select particular instances for vour ap-
probation. The corps chicfly engaged, were the brigades under
Major-Crenerals Lord William Bentinck, and Mamingham, and
Leith; and the brigade of Guards, under Major-General Warde.

To these officers, and the troops under their immediate orders,
the greatest praise is due.  Major-General Hill and Coldnel Catlin
Cranfurd, with their brigades, on the left of the position, ably
supported their advanced posts.  The brunt of the action fell
upon the {th, 42d, 50th, and $1st regiments, with parts of the
brigade of Guards, and the 206th regiment. From Lieutenant-
Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master-General, and the Oflicers of the
general Staff, Ireceived the most marked assistance. 1 had reason
to regret, that the illness of Lrigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant-
General, deprived me of his aid. T was indebted to Bngadier-
General Slade, during tlie action, for a zealous offer of his per-
sonal services, although the cavalry werc embarked. '

The greater part of the fleet having gone to sea yesterday even-
ing, the whole heing under weigh, and the corps in the embarka-
tion necessarily muach mixed on hourd, it is impossible at present
to lay before you a returu of our casualtics. I hope the loss in
numbers is not so considerable as might have been expected. If
I was obliged to form an estimate, I should say, that I belicve it
did not exceed in killed and wounded {rom seven to eight hundred;
that of the enemy must remain unhnown, but many circumstances
induce me to rate it at nearly double the above number. We
have some prisoners, but 1 have not been able to obtain an account
of the number ; it is uot, however, considerable.  Several Officers
of rank have fullen or been wounded, among whom I am only at
present enabled to state the names of Licutenant-Colonel Napier,
92d regiment, Majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, hilled;
Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Max-
well, 26th regiment, Licutenant-Colonel Fane, 59th regiment,
Licutenant-Colouel Griflith, Guards, Majors Miller and Williams,
81st regiment, wounded,

To you, who are well acqnainted with the excellent qualities of
Lieutenant-General Sir Jolin Moore, T need not expatiate on the
loss the arny and his country have sustained by his death. His
fall has deprived e of a valuabie friend, to whom long experience
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of his wortl had sinterely attached me. But it is chiefly on public
grounds that I must lament the blow. It will be the couversation
ofevery one who loved or 1espected his manly character, that, after
conducting the army through an aiduous retreat with consnmmate
tirmness, he has terminated a eaveer of distinguished honor by a
death that has given the enemy additional reason to respect the
vame of a Brtish soldier.  Like the immortal Wolfe, he is snatched
from his country at an early period of a life spent i her service ;
like Wolfe, his last moments were gilded by the prospect of suc-
cess, and cheered by the acclamation of victory; like W olfe, also,
his memory will for ever remain sacred in that country which he
sincerely loved, and which he had so faithfully served.

It remains for me ouly to eapiess my hope that you will speedily
be restored to the service of your country, and to lament the un-
fortunate circamstance that removed you from your station in
ficld, and threw the momentary command into far less able hands.

I have the honor to be, &c.
Joun Horr, Lieutenant-General
Tv Licutenant-General Sir D. Baird, &c. &c.

At the commencement of the action, Marshal
Soult brought two ficld-picces and a howitzer to
bear upon the vaun of the British division, which
galled the men exceedingly, who were waiting
with throbbing pulses, for the signal to attack;
which, being given, the 42d, 14th, 95th, and 32d,
rushed on the enemy with fixed bayonets, and drove
then up au acclivity with great slaughter.

As night alone prevented the continuance of the
fight, we made fires on the field of battle to delude
the encmy, and retire into Corunna to prepare for im-
mediate embarkation. Isaw SirJ. Moore at the time
he received his mortal wound; he clung momenta-
rilv to the mane of his horse, and then sunk by the
tight side: various field-officers hurried to assist
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their general, but he felt the impossibility of con-
tinuing the command; he was carried off by sis
privates of the gallant 42d, and rested upon a
stone, about a mile in distance from the rear of
the army; while they remained there, two shells
struck the stone.

Sir David Baird lost his arm by a cannon ball,
nearly at the samne time; he desired to have his
chattered limb amputated on the spot, bul the
surgeons prevailed on him to be conveyed to Co-
runna.

PARTICULARS OT SIR JOIIN MOORE’s DEATIL

By an Eyc Witness.

* I meT the gencral on the evening of the 16th
[nstant, as some soldiers were bringing him to
Corunna, supported in a blanket, with sashes. He
knew me immediately, though it was almost dark ;
squeczed me by the hand, and said, ¢ Do not lcave
me.-—ITe spoke to the surgeons on their examining
his wound, but was in such pain he could say but
little.  After some time he seemed very anxious
to speak to me; and at intervals, expressed himself
as follows:—The first question he asked was—
“ Are the French beaten?—which enquiry he re-
peated to all those he knew, as they entered the
room. On being assured by all, that the French
were beaten, he exclaimed—¢ I hope the people of
LEngland will be satisficd. Ihope my country witl do
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me justice. You will sce my friends as soon as
you possibly can—iell them every thing—say to
my mother—(hcre his voice failed him )—Hope—
Hope—I have inuch to say, bu{ cannot get it out.
Is Colonel Graham, and are all my Aidcs-de-
Camp, well ?——1 have made my will, and have re-
membered my servants.—Colborne haz my will,
and all my papers.’

““ Major ¢olborae (his principal Aid-du-Camp,)
then came o the room—he spoke most kindiy
to him, and then said to me, © Remember, you go
to ——, and tell him it is my request, and that [
expect he will befriend Major Colbornc—he has
been long with me, and T know him most worthy
of it.” He then again asked Major Colborne if
the French were beaten; and on being told they
were repulsed on every point, he said it was a
great satisfaction in his last moments, to know he
had beat the French.

¢ <Is General Paget in the room?’—On my
telling him he was not, he said, ¢ Remember me to
him.—I feel myself so strong, I fear I shall be
long dying : I am in great pain.’

‘“ He then thanked the doctors for their atten-
tion.

¢ Captains Percy and Stanhope came into the
room, he spoke kindly to both, and asked Percy if
all his Aides-de-Camp were well. He pressed my
hand close to his body, and in a few minutes died
without a struggle.

“ He said to me, while the surgeons were
examining his wound—‘ You know I have always
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wished to die this way.”—As far as T can recollect,
this is every thing he said, except asking to be
placed in an easier posture.”

The late gallant and much lamented Sir Jolm
Moore, was the brother of Captain Grabham
Moore, of the Marlborough, of 74 guns, and son
of the celebrated Dr. Moore. He was about 47
years of age, and had greatly distinguished himself
in his profession, pasticularly in Egypt.”

Sir John Moore was buried in his clothes, and
without a coffin, in a grave dug by the hands of
the officers of his Staff, in one of the bastions of
the fort of Corunua: as the superstition of the
Chapter would not permit the remains of this
gallant gentleman, to be interred in the cathedral.
One of his brave companions in arms, might have
said indignantly to thc Monk, on this occasion,

I tell thee, churlish priest, he will a ministring
Angel be, when thou liest howling.

Thus glorious has been the termination of- this
hero's existence. le died like a Roman, in the
best days of her Republic, on the field of hattle,
and in the service of his country: Cornelia would
have wept over the ashes of such a son!

On the 16th January, at Corunna, a young
Devonshire lad, who had been wounded, offercd
a Spanish boatman half a dollar, to convey him on
board. The Spaniard insisted on a dollar, which
the other promised on his arrival at the ship.
Coming alongside, he gave the half dollar, and
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was procceding up the ship’s side, when the boat-
man drew a poniard, and stabbed him aslant the
ribs, but not dangerously; on this, a tar, who saw
the transaction from the vessel, jumpt into the
boat, and threw the crucl ally overboard !

The conduct of Sir Samuel Hood, in accelerat-
ing the cmbarkation, was supremely laudable.
By his judicious and spirited arrangements, we
saved many men. He received several hundreds
on board the Barfleur, and his crew and boats
were continually on the alert to render scrvice.

Thus fatally ended an Expedition which has cost
the British Government and the Nation twenty
millions sterling, and the greater part of 20,000 men,
horsde combat ; that is, in killed, wounded, drown-
ed, and misssing '—The armament was sent forth
with the approbation of every unthinking man; and
those who thought, were compelled to be silent dur-
ing the whirlwind of an unfounded preparation.—
I knew Spain, and the people well, and prophesied
every evil that occurred, without any supernatural
pretensions whatever.

It is imperatively essential that a general alter-
ation should take place in the appointment of ano-
ther Commissariat, and in its management, when
appointed. FEach Administration are bound, by a
sacred duty which they owe to'their country, to
relax in that system of patronage which would
make the place suit the agent, and not the agent
suit the place. We are not disposed to offend, we
are only disposed {o do good.—How absurd, how
deadly was it to the well-being of the army, to
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depufe men as Commissaries to Spain, who were
ignorant of the language of that nation! How
were they to bargain for, and exaiine stores,
who knew not the nomenclature of the articles ?—
Shall the unrazored, untraveiled relatives or de-
pendants of a few men in power, be hecdlessly
thrust into situations of such deep responsibility;
as to include, not merely the comforts, but (as
it has been proved in this Narrative,) the very ea-
istence of our brave countrymen, while struggling
with difficultics in a foreign land ?—Forbid it
Justice, and forbid it humanity !-—1t is a system
that vitiates the heart's blood of enterprize.—It is
an abomination in the scale of authority, and must
be reformed altogether.

At the close of a retreat such as this, who would
have considered it possible for the British to rally,
and repel the enemy with such complete effect ?
This fact affords a proof, that had they been brought
up to the charge while their physical strength was
full and ardent, and before the native armies were
dispersed ; that the epithet of folly would not have
been applicable to this expedition, at least to the
extent it now is.

Having taken our degrees in the schools of expe-
rience and disaster, we ought to listen no more to
the ruinous delusions of unaccredited hope. We
should rest convinced of the impossibility of our
succeeding on the peninsula of the Continent, in
offensive or defensive measures. Our manners and
language are so distinct as to preclude a chance of
cordial co-operation, on any thing like a general
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scale ; but, above all, the grand and insurmountable
obstacle of religion will be ever opposed to such a
desirable combination of interests. Away then
with the artifices of those who will continue to
prattle about the unsubdued enthusiasm of the
Spaniards, by way of encouraging fresh eftorts,
and calling forth fresh sacrifices in a fruitless cause.
We have offered victims enough upon the altars of
their prejudices, and it is now time that the m..
molation should cease. If such spirits be honest,
they arc dangerous deluders, and do not understand
the interests of their country.

Let the good people of Britain be assured that
this enthusiastic fecling, the fine sensc of honour,
and the high chivalrous spirit which has bcen
so long atiributed to the Spaniards! and made
the burden of English ballads for the last twelve-
months, exists only in their romances and their
conversation; or in that of their partizans here,
who are led to assert such shadowy and pre-
sumptive ideas from sinister motives. If ever
their nation possessed those attributes of sub-
limated honor, the sacred impulse is now wholly
dissipated. They are not only actuated by a grand
principle of deccption towards us, from sordid
motives, but that principle is kept alive, and sti-
mulated by the suggestions of malice, and the de-
sire of revenge.  Their watch-word against us-is,
“ Remember to return us the four frigates; but
how will you return the murdered innocents!”
This was literally the language they vociferated to
cheer us on our retreat, and the-more justice there
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may be in this requisition, the more dread ought
we to have of lending ourselves to a feigned
friendship, where we are aware some reason cxists
to cherish an unforgiving disposition. lrom the
experimental philosophy, which we have so deeply,
but disastrously acquired in Spain; and fromevery
consequent rcflection that arises on the subject,
we must be convinced, (if the power to be con-
vinced is in our system,) that should we have the
weakness to offer oursclves again, as the instru-
ments of a Spanish party, nothing but evil and
overthrow is to be expected in the issue.

Had General Moore’s last dispatches been pub-
lished by Government, they might have rendered
some of these remarks unnecessary, as it is under-
stood that they embraced a most comprehensive
view of the various situations in which our army
was placed, from the moment of its entrance into
Spain, to the time when it became necessary to re-
trcat. They would give an account, by no means
flattering, of the means and disposition, the cha-
racter and resolution of the people of Spain.
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"BROAD HINTS

FOR
THE TRANSPORT BOARD.

Ler dowwerved eencure fall on the masters of the
transpoias, v o, for the greater part, betrayed the
exireme of igiorance and cowardice; munv of

them, as I was credibly informed, (and which in-
formation has beensupported by the public prints,)
were 50 harrowed with tecror at the first fire of
the French, from the heights, into the harbour of
Corunna; that they cut their cables, and having no
sat] sef, run on shore.  Five vessels were stranded ;
two of winch, however, by the gallantry and skill
of a midshipman and boat’s crew of the Barfleur,
were manued and brought out, {rom between the
teeth, as Lmay say, of the French badteries!

For the sake of humanity, the geieral bad con-
duct and want of skill of these peeple. ought to
be placed ia a trne hght . —to lead to it i one in-
stance, T shall relate the most striking occurreuces
of my passage home from Vigo, on board the brig
transport, Suecess, Caplain On the morn-
g of the 2Ist Janvary I8C), at cight P. 3L, (he
Alfred, our commoedore made the sigual to get under

weigh. We were the Tast to get our anchor up, and
before we had got hali' viay downthe bay, the'Alfred,
end all the othier transports had brought up at its
exteemity, wider a tedge of high rocxs: the wind
having suddenly shifted, and was then blowing a
gale, nearly in, from the E.5. B, We were on the
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starboard tack, and making much lee-way, towards
the northern shore, which rounds fo the opening
of the bav; when finding we could not reach
down, the <hip was put in stays, but would not go
about; in this moment T percetved our captain to
be 2 rank coward, and no seaman; for indead of
instantly ordering the vessel to be brought round,
he quitted the helm and ran forwavd, seemingly in
a state of distraction, and with his hands clasped,
ard aplifted, exclanned, © Good God, what is the
matter with the <hip U The mate, however. wha,
thoagzh a very old man, possewsed wmael more pre-
sence of mind and Inowledee than hiv elief; he
seized the tiller, and got the eils {ull, just in
time to prevent our going on shore!

On pmsme our vovaze, T constontiv ohserved,
that when ane v Jieation of bad weather moni-
fedted itself, the coplain’s 1'mmtmanu' would lin-
mediafely announce the iwvard perteviation of
his mind ; and that he vsually votived to Lis vare-
room, wiere, having remained some time, he
would come forth, cvidently mueh fortiind s but
as I could not persuade myself that the force of
his develion tended to the security of the vhip,
was curious to aseerfain the eanct natuve of if;
when watching him narrowly on one of those ve-
casions, [ perceived him in the atiitude of praver;
with his mouth piously arpiied 1o the capacions
embouchure of a two gallon stone bottle, which
was poised on his sca-chest: and from its contents
i found hederived the mest spirituous conselation.

Fearing, however, that the extremity to which he
9



84

pushed this devout exercise, might place us like-
wise in some danger ; with the concurrence of my
brother officers, I ordered him forty-eight hours
of solitary reflection in his cabin; at ‘he end of
which time, having expressed his sincere conviction
of his impropriety, we suflered him to resume his
functions; by which means we obtained an addi-
tional proof of his superior nautical attamaents,
‘The next morning, about seven, we made lana,
when enquiring of him what land he deemed it, he
replied, < Tt is no part of England, sic; it is an
island; and 1 rather think, Guernsey or Jersey!”
On looking out, about five minutes after, L plainly
discovered the Needle Rocks, nearly a-head of us,
at about two miles distance; yet what rendered
this man’s ignorance the more offensive and aggra-
vating, was, his having had the effrontery to find
fault with the conduct of the Captain of the Al-
fred, for stecring too far to the castward ; and as-
serting broadly, that not one in ten of the Captaius
of the Royal Navy, knew how to keep the ship’s
way.

After this, shall we affect to wonder that so
many of our expeditions are unhappily chequered
by shipwrecks: and our shores covered with the
dead bodies of our heroes; when the lives of Bri-
tish subjects are entrusted so lightly, not to say
wantonly, to creatures of this mould!

Quere. Why do not these men pass a regular
examination at the Transport Board, before they
arc entrusted with the command of a ship in its
scivice?
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BATTLE OF CORUNNA.

Notes of the Moniteur upon General Hope's Letter o Sir Dand
Baird, pullished in the London Gawette Erxtravidinary of
January 24, 1809,

[We must not be surprized that the facts are perverted, as it is
the policy of nations to exaggerate their successes, but not to
register their deteats.]

Gazirre.-— The troops, though not unacquainted with
the irreparable loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but
by the most detarmined bravery, not only repelled every attempt
ot the cnemy o gain gronnd, but actually forced him to re-
tire,” &c.

Moxtrevr.— “ The whole of this iy false.— Sir John Moore
was wounded as he was endeavouring 1o stop the flight of his
troops. The ¥French, at least in their scrions atracks, were not
repulsed at any one point.”

Gazrrre.— From this post, however, he was soon expelled,
with considerable loss, by a gallant attack of some companies of
the 2d battalion of the 14th regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Nicholls.”

Monirevr,—< This Lieutenant-Colonel Nichiolls must have
been a Rolaudo, if with some compamres of the 1ath regiment,
he had retaken a village which was the principal object of con-
test. This part of the account certainly did not come from Sir
John Hope, it is,- doubtless, the production of the same pen
that has made Kurope acquainted with the details of the famous
battle of Ronceval.”

Gazennn.- < Before five in the evening, we had not only
successfully 1epelled every attack made upon the position, but
had gamed ground in almost all points,” &c.

Monrreur—* This is false, most false.—The village was
carried and maintained possession of by the French.  The Eng-
lish were driven from all their positions; but the action having
begun only at three o’clocky and it being dark at five, our sharp-
shooters, after rcpelling the encmy, and passing over scveral

walls of the g'lrdcus that surround Corumm, were necessarily
obiiged to halt.”

Gazerre.— The troops quitted their puimon about ten at
night, with a degree of order that 4id them credit.”

Monitevr.—“ You were attacked at three o'clock in the
afternoon ; you began your embarkation at ten at night, though
your squadron had not then completed its water, though you
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had nnt emptied your magazines (a fact proved by the taking
of 10,000 muskets, left bebind in the establishment of Payosa,
your heavy artillery, 500 hoises, your clothing, and powder
magazines, &e.) awd thonaly yonr wonnded remamed on the ficld
of battle, whae they fdll fiteo our hands. We cannot con-
ceive what worse you could hive done had you been beaten ;
but well Lnow what yen conla and wonld have done had you
been victodous, and Led yoar stavenaent been tine. You werld
have maintained possesston of the pasitions that cover Corunna ;
you would have ciaplogyed e 17¢h in buying yom dead, car-
rying oft from the fickd of batile the bodies of your . neals,
Colondls, and infeior Oshicers; collecting the stragelers, alwe )5
numcroas aficr cnoaction centinned vanl che approach of uight;
and in Lringing v the wounded, who wnally, after an (ngage-
ment in the nisht time, scinmble into fart-honses and cottas s,
to wait for the return of day-light. You would Lave embarhed
in the night of the 1 7th, if yow view of the goueral systoin led
you to think yoursches too weak to resist the Prench tioops.
Such would have been the woalt of ghe most petty aldvantage;
but you Lave done nothing of all this.  You cimbatled the same
evening, poll-mell, and m disorder. You did not take tune to
evacuate your magazines, to pay the last honours to your Ge-
nerals, to carry oft your wounded, to save your four picees ot
cannon, or to protect the retreat of the 500 men who covaed
your tear, aud who tell into our heods in the pursnit.

Gazerte.~—¢ The whole of the army were anbarked with
an expedition which has seldom bean equalled.”

Moxrriug.—* The expedition with which you embarhed is
a very equivocal proof of the suceess you pretend to have had
the engagement.”

Gazerrr.— The enemy pushed Lis light troops towards the
town, soon after cight o'clock in the morning of the 17th, and
shortly after veenpicd the heights of 8t. Lucia, which command
the harbour.”

MoniTeur.— In reading this account, it is easy to pcr-
ceive, that it is not the production of a military man, or clse that
jt has been submitted to the revision of some of the Clerks in
Mr. Canning's oflice.  In fact you wish to make us belicve, that
you maintained your position, that is, remained masters of the
field of battle, and yet you tell us ¢ the encmy,” &c. What!!
SirJohn Hope ! On the 16th you obtained so brilliant a snecess,
and yet, during the night you evacuate ¢ the heights of St. Lu-
cia, which command the kartour, upon which the French imme-
diately erect batteries that < command the harlour,’ sink four of
your transports, aud thus give your fleet a signal to cut their
cables zind put to sea!  Though an officer in the land service,
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you have often embarhed and disembarked tioops.  You must
have some nautical knowledge, and vou ought to have reflected
that on the 17t the wind might have changed, (1 very cammon
occureniee) and had the wind changed, and vour transports
been forced to remain in the harbowr, under the fire of the Piecch
battenes, that had already sunk tor+ of thar nrmber, wounld
you not have cspoted voursad to soprosh for hoving evacus
ated ¢ the heights of St Lucia, whbich connaand the habear ¥
In allowing thav the Ficoch tracp, at day -break, occupicd the
heights ot St. Lucia, you clearly allow that yo v were then with-
eut rotrcat, and that, it not compelied to give way Letore a su-
perior force, you must, of your own fault, wautonly, or with=-
ouat reflcetion, huve put to hazard the fue of your mmy. You
allcge that you were victorious, the Prench <ay you were beaten,
Phe nature of things can alene dectde hetween you; but from
the nature of thines it results, that you have done the ¢ ntrary
ot what you would have done had you been victorious, and that
you have acted, i every respeet, s it yoa had been beaten. Tt
1ollows, tharetfore, that you have been beaten. This « onsequence,
which you wish to dissemble, demonstratively results from all the
details of your own nanative.”

Gazerre. - “ Circumstanees  tobid ns to hope, that the
victery with which it hus ploased Provideuce to aewn the eflorts
of the anny,” &c.

Morrrrur.— Thisis the manner in which the English peo-
ple are gulled. The same manweuvre bas been emplojed by
the ministry upon all occasions, and it msut be granred that it
has ficquently succeeded. Trath, howevar, will make its way;
but the ministry will have gaiued time, the ansicty of the pub-
Le widl abaie, and the adminsiation, aftor Eaving dc’vcived
them, will tind some fresh means of diverting therr attention,
Teavens grant taat the English may gain such a victory cvery
month 17

Gazerre.-- ¢ The army which entcred Spain, amidst the
fairest prospects, had no sooner comploted its junction, than,
owing to the muluplicd disasters that dispersed the native armies
around ug, it was left to its own resources.”

MoniTEUR.-— So, at Jast, you admit that the Spanish armics
are dispersed, and no longer in existence, @nd that you found
yoursclves Jeft to your own resources! Is it the fanit of the
Spaniards that you made them wait so long for wselcss saccours ?
Never did you fit out so powerful ar expedition.  You onght to
thank Providence, that, at least & part of your army hus been
able to re-embark and cffect its escape.”

Gazerre.—* The advance of the British corps from Duero
afforded the best hope that the South of Spain might be re-
lieved.”
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MowiTrur.—* These hopes were just as well founded as all
those which the British Cabinet entertains at this moment.”

Gazerte.—* But this generous cffort to save the unfortu-
nate people, afforded the enemy the dpportunity of dirccting
every effort of his numerous troops, and concentrating all his
principal resources for the destruction of the only regular force in
the North of Spain.”

Monireur.—* Why was there not any other regular force
there at the time you advanced ? It was because yon did not
advance until the regular force of Spain was destioy»~d,”

Gazerre.—* The native and undaunted valour of British
troops was never more conspicuouns,”

MonsTeur.—~— Our soldiers did not find any thing so very
brilliant in the English soldiers’ style of fighting; but they agtee
that the English Othice1s conducted themselves with the courage
which belongs to men of honour.”

GazerTe.—* The greater part of the fleet having gone to
sea ycsterday eveuning, the whole being under weigh, and the
corps in the embarkation necessarily much mixed on board, it
is impossible at present to lay before you a return of our casu-
alties.”

Monirrur.— How the truth forces its way in spite of
every cflort to coneeal it! Mr. Canning’s clerk forgot to obli~
terate this expression of General Hope's.  What an oversight !
¢ The troops in the embarkalian’ were < necessarily much mized on
board' the transports, because the cmbarkation was conducted
in disorder and coufusion. Terror made the soldiers rush with
precipitation to the boats, every one losing sight of his colours,
and thinking only of his own safety. What must have been
the result ?  That which in fact was the result—¢ the troops in
the embarkation werc nceessarily much mixed on board.

On General Hope's estimate of killed and wounded, the
Mowiteur has the tollowing note :—
_ * You had 2000 wounded; youleft on the ficld of battle the
detd bodies of three of your Generals, and 800 soldiers and
afficers. We counted them. We took 300 of you prisoners;
you did not take a single man of ours. We had not 200 men
wounded, and our loss in killed did not amount to 100, among
whom there was not a single officer of distinction.”

THE END.

J. Dennett, Printer, Leather Lane, Holbori.
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INTRODUCTION

el N E—

rg™~
l FIE writer of the following pages, in

the carly purt of his profeflional carcer,
cutered nto the mulitary tervice of his
country, where he had an opportunity of
becomng acquainted with the difcaies of
the army, which induced him tp undertake
a work ou the fubjeét, and on rthe na-
ture and trcatment of gun-fhot wounds.
He had arrived at this part of his treatifc,
when circumftances,  already too well
known to requirc cnumcration, feemed
A
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about to rekindle in Spain that {pint of
rational liberty, which, though not ex-
tinct, had fo long continued in fuch a
ftatc of apathy, as to excite an appre-
henfion 1 unreflecting minds that i#s re-
vival was, 1if prachicable, extremely remote.
The Butith nation, ever ready to aflift in
(v glorious a caufc as the cmancipation of
Furope from the fetters of an infatiable
defpot, fympathized moft cordially with the
patriots of Spain; and the folicitude to co-
operate in their caufe, feemed to pervade
all ranks of fociety in the United King-
dom. The writer, naturally participating
in the fame feclings with the reft of his
countrymen, and actuated by a folicitude to
obtain that additional knowledge on the
(ubje@ of his profeffional inveftigations,
which can only be acquired on actual
fervice, rcfolved, if poffible, to accom-

pany the forces which the Britith Goveru-
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ment {o promptly fupplied for the aflift-
ance of the Spanith patriots : but unfortu-
nately finding the medical department of
the firlt expedition was alrcady filled, and
his anxiety to witnefs the cajualtics of an
army engaged m « ftate of warfare fhll re-
maining, bemng  totally nninfluenced by
any views of rank or cmolument, he m-
mediately made a teuder ot lus graun-
tous fervices to s Fxcellency the Comre
de Materofu, as the accreduwed reprefentas
tive of the Spanith patriots.  ‘Thiz no-
bleman rcceived his ofter with the moft
polite attention, but regretted that the
naturc ot his miflion did not authoriic his
acceptance of the fervices of any Britith
fubject.

Thus difappointed a fecond time, the
writer determined to proceed immediately
to the feat of war, mcrely as a private in-
dividual, and without any appointment

A2
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whatever.—His  Excellency the  Britifth
Ambaffador to Spain Kindly interefted him-
feIf to promote this intention, and ob-
tained for him the tollowing ferter fiom

their Excellencies th= Spanifh Dpuces:

AO SOR. DON JUAN DE ARUJULA,

MEDICO CINVGANO DE CAMARA DE S, MO Co Y DEL

PXLRCIO DY ANDALOSIA, QUADPTLEL GLNERATL,

SOP. NON U AN ARBJUTA,

Muy Sor. nucitro y cftimado amigo, cl
Sor. Miniftro nombrado para Efpana, por
efte Govierno, {e ha nterefado con nofotros
para que recomendemos & Vimd. al vene-
merito Profetor de Cirugia, Mr. Henrigque
Milburne, que pata a efa con objetos facul-
tatibos ; y no dudando del favor de Vind.
que coadyubara a {us obiervaciones v bucnos
defeos, nos tomamos la Libertad de reco-
mendarfclo 5 efperando de fu, bondad aten-

dera a efte {fugeto, en lo que le permitan



li> facuitades, v a4 que le guedaremos agri-
] 1T
deciqos,
Nro. Sor.qie Ja vid i de Vind. Ms. Az,
Foadon, 2 de Oct.de 1005,
B0 Mode Vimd. tu: mas atentos fervres,
ADRIAN JACOME.

JUAN RUTZ DE APODMNA

o ———

{Traiaflativn.)

TO SOR. DON JUAN DE AREJULA,
LAURGLON O 'LHE HOUSNEUOLD T OIS CATHOTIC

MAJFSTY. AND OF THF ARMY O ANDALVSIA, AT

HUAD-QUARIERS.

JUAN AR¥ULA, ESQ.

Dear Sir, and our cfteemed friend, His
honour the Minifter, appointed for Spain
by this Government, has ufed bis influence
with us, in order that we thould recom-
mend to vou the very deferving profeflor
ot furgery, Mr, Henry Milburne, who pro-

A3
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ceeds to that place with a profeffional ofs-
jett; and not doubting, from your kindnefs,
that you will contribute affiftance to his
obfervations and good wifthes, we *take the
1ib(=rr); of recommending him te you:
hoping frem your goednefs you will puy
attention to tlus gentleman, as far as your
abilitics will allow ; and for which we
{hall remam thankful.
May our Lord preferve vour lite many
vears.
London, October 2, 1803,

Your moft obedicnt humble fervants,
JUAN KUIZ DE APODACA.

ADRIAN JACOME,
With this credential, he was on the eve
of departing for Spain, when he had the

honor to be introduced to Mr.Gordon,™

*t This gentleman represents Worcester in the present Parlia-
ment, and his donation of 1,0000. to the fund in aid of the
Spanish patriots, placed him for some lime at the head of the
respectable st of subscribers,
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the friend of Colonel Murphy, whote pa-
triotic zeal and hberality induced him to
raife, clothe, arm, and equip a legion of
2,000 men, at his own private expence-—a
munificent inftance of genuine patriotifm
which requires no  comment.— Colonel
Murphy having wntten to Mr. Gordon to
requeft he would engage a profeflional gen-
tleman, properly qualified to act as prin-
cipal Surgeon to his Legion, the writer
accepted this appointment without hefita-
tion ; and having {eleéted cvery medical
article and furgical inftrument, neceflary
or likely to be ufeful, proceeded to Portf-
mouth, and embarked on board the Prim-
role floop of war on the 28th day of
November, 18¢8; and on the 1oth of
December he debarked at Corunna, and
was procceding with all expedition  to
Madrid, when at Aftorga he received
intelligence of the captivity of Celonel

e
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Murpbyv, and met the Briufh aiy on the
wemorable retreat which forms the fubjec

vt the following Letteri—



0

2 TUe

RIGIT HONOURABLLE

TORD CASTLERFAGH, &c. &¢

Sy PR,

tlav v had e Loneur of flating
o tordihip anv foberrude to accompany
he Britgth army to Spainy and what the
chicetswere which exaited mv ausicety to
procoed ta the frat of war. the politenegs
with which Twas honorred on that occa-
aon, anduees me to rake the hharty of fub-
ez o your ordflup a nanative of
Sventeof shch Dwas an cve-watnets, and
o o whochs bowever trvial, mudt eser
b objeet ervhe moft hvely anterett oo
«he Bouth vation.

When 1 debarked at Corunna, on the
o th of Decamnber, T immediately waited

on the Junta of Gallicia, from whom [
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mect the moft polite reception, and througl
whofc mediation I obtained, without delay,
a fpecial paffport to Madrid, from Doy
Foagquin Garcita Morena, Captaic General
of that proyince; and having procus~d
horfes and mules for myfelf and fervants,
I fet oft in company with an efcort undet
the command of ¥Captamn Thackwell, of
the 15th Light Dragoons, who were cons
veying fpecie for the ufc of the Bnuth
army.  Being entrufled with the care of
fome important papers, and alfo with a va-
luable feleéhion of furgeons’ inftruments,

intended for the ute of the Spanith army.

* [ am happy in this public manner to express the high seuse
of obligation [ enteatain of the very pritte atlention 1 experi.
cuced from this oftrer; whose e xeahions in execuhing the 1m
portant drties of the tiust reposed him, were exemplary and
merttorious in Hhie extreme, ay wore those of the officers under
his imuediate command, 1o whose cwvilitirs and kindnese v

generel, | Ehewise consider mysetf greatly mdebted,
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I thought it prudent to continuc i com-
pany with the efcort.

On the 20th Dec. we arrived at the foot
of one of the higheft mountains in Gallicia,
whichh we were to pals over, i the
soad from Nogalaz to Villa franca, seven
Lnglith miles in afeent, in the moll {fevere
weather T ever experienced, the cold being
mitenfe, wnd accompanied by a heavy fall
of fnow ; on this occation, I'had an oppor-
tunity of witneffing the fuperior phyfical
ftrength of the Bntith foldier; for while
the native drovers and cattle were ex-
haufted and unable to proceed, fome dying,
and others actually dead with the {everity
ot the weather, the foldicrs who formed
the detachment, although principally com-
pofed of convalefcents, encouutered cvery
feverity with cheerfulnefs, and overcame
every difficulty with fpirit. I cannot here

omit an inftance of another predominant
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trait in the character of my countiymcir.
A foldier of the 7€th Regiment having
found a Spanifh child almoft exhaufted in
the fnow, wrapped it in his gt coat,
and carried it to w hut nearly at the tura-
mit of the mountain, where I was obliged
to take refuge in confequence of my mulces
being unable to proceed, aud where Thad
the fatsfaction to fee the poor child pre-
ferved from piemature death by the bu-
matic excrtions of this mm.

o All are not men who wear the human form.™

korTz s,

On the 27th Tanved at Aflorga, and
waited on the Junta of Caflile, where |
had the mortification to learn that Colonel
Marphy had fallen mnto the hands of the
Frenchs and that the Britith army were
en the reaeat, and hourly expected at
Aftorga.  Finding it impeffible to accom-

plith iy original ebject, of joining Colonet



Murphy’slegion, I tendered my protefiional
feryices to the Spanith government, which
were moft thankfully reecived; here T
found the hofpitals, convents, and many
pivate houfes crowded with the fick and
woundad of  the Spamifh army; many
ithouring under contagious difeates, and
(Il badly accomumodated, and in want of
almott every medical neeeflary 5 the wards
wore all full, and many who were dving
with mottification of the extremities, oc-
caioned by the feverity of the weather and
fearcity of provions, were lying on the
floors and faars, fome under the piazzas,
amd others o the cars on which they had
been convaved, there being no room to
recene theme this feene of unfpeakable
diftrets was agoravated by the want of
medical and furgical afliftance, many of the
wounded whom 1 dreffed having remained

sor teveral day s i the ftate inwhich they had
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been brought u. Under all thete circum.
ftances, and awaice of the danger to which
the Britifh troops would be expofed ou
their arrival at a place where the fick of
contagious difeales were indifcriminately
lodged 1 almoft every houfe; I thought it
a duty incumbent on mc to wait on Gen-
cral Frafer, then commanding the Britith
troops at Aftorga, to reprelent the danger
to him, and to tender my fervices w the
removal of fuch part of the fick as could
with propriety be removed, and to mark
fuch houfes as I confidercd improper for
the reception of healthy troops.

The General, with hus ufual affabnhity,
paud cvery attention to my reprefentation,
and addiefled the following letter to the

Junta of Aﬁorga.
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Aflorga, 29th Dec. 1803,
GINTLEMIEN,

It being deemed expedient, for the pre-
fersaticn of the health of the Briuth
army, that the nick of the Spanith army
fhould be collected in one place, and fepa-
rated from the former as much as poflible,
1 have to requedl that you would, withouat
dclay, give authonty to Profeffor Surgeon
Milburne to remove and difpofe of them
in fuch fituations out of the town as he
nitv think moft proper.

[ yemain, with refped,
Gentlemen,
Y our moft obedicnt humble {ervant,
M. M. Frasrkr, Licut.-Gen,
Commanding . B. AL '[‘r(;ups at Aslorga.

1o their Excellencies the

Tunta of Astorga,
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I had the honor to deliver this letter
from General Fraler-to the Junta; and, in
confequence, orders were immediately if-
fued, cnabling me to carry niy intentions
into effe@, copies of which are as fol-

lows :(—

Ne fc impida al Profefor, contenido ey
la antor. Licencia ¢! reconocer los en-

fermos Efpanoles, y dar la razon que fe le

pide.
Junta de Astorga, Dec. 20, de 1308,
(Accordado)
MOGINA.
Lizdo, Costilla.
e -
( Tranflation.)

Let not the Profeffor named in the fore-
going Licence be hindered from cxamining
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the Spanish fick, and giving the account
requircd of him.

Juntu of cAstorga, Dec. 29, 1803.

(Granted.)

The Licentiate Costilla,

MOLINA.

St la Junta tiene facultades para dif-
poner de los cnfermos, que refiden en ¢l
Comisario Ordepador, Don Jotet Orm,
Intpector de  los Hofvitales;  difpondra
cfte miniftro (fegun me parcee) de que fe
practique efte reconocimiento, ¢ igual-
mente referbara cfte oficio para fu go-
vierno.

Astorga, 29 de Diciembre, de 1808.
RAMON ORELL.

{ Tranflation.)
By the Senorio.
If the Junta fhould have the authority

to.difpofe of the fick which refts with the

B
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Commiffary Ordenador, Don Jofef Orm,
Infpe&tor of the Hofpitals, let this officer
direét (according as appears to me) that
this examination have effet ; and like-
wife he is to keep this document for his

own gove rnment.

Astorga, Dec. 29, 1808.
RAMON ORELL.

El Contralor Don Lcopoldo Saguete,
acompanado del Cirujano Tardio recono-
ceran los Emfermos afi de los Hofpitales
como de los Depofitos con el facultatibo
Ingles que cita cfte oficio y le permitiran
el examen os todos ellos, afi de fus dolen-
cias como del numero de Enfermos que
{obiefe en el dia, inftruiendole el mifmio
Tandio con todas las noticias proprias de
fu profeffion; y el Contralor conferbara
en fu poder efte docamento para lo que

pudiefe occurir en lo fubcefibo.
v ORTIZo
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The Deputy Accomptant, Don Leo-

poldo Saguete, accompanied by Surgeon
Tardio, 1s to examine the fick both in the
Hofpitals and the Depots, with the Eng-
lith Profeffor referred to by this document,
and they are to allow him the infpeétion
of the whole of them, as wecll of their
complaints, as of the number of fick there
may be at the prefent time. The fame
Surgeon Tardio is to give him all the in-
formation belonging to their profeflion;
and the Deputy-Accomptant will keep in
his pofleffion this document, in cafe any

thing thould occur in future.
ORTIZ.

I endeavoured as far as poffible to carry
into effeét what I had purpofed, in remov-
ing the fick and wounded Spaniards trom
the houfes I had felected as proper for the

reception of the Englith troops; but the
B 2
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hurry and confufion which unavoidably
prevailed, prevented me from being as fully
fuccetsful as I could have withed.

* On the 29th of December the vory

* The late lamented hero, Sir John Moore. whose memo-
ry must be long and fondly cherished m the bosoms of his
grateful countrymen; in his official dispateh delaihng Uhis
aftair, concludes in the following words: <« The aflair was well
contested. The munnbers with which Brigadier-gencral Stew-
art allacked were wferior Lo the French; itis the corps of the
greatest charadler in Hewr army 3 bat the superiority of the
British, was, T am told, very conspicions.”  Lord Pagel’s re-
porl on Lhis oceasion is as follows :  Aboul nine o’clock [ re-
ceived a report (hat the enemy's cavalry was in the act of
crossing the river at the ford near the bridge. 1 immediately
seni down the picyuels of the night wnder Lientenant-colonel
Otway. of the 17th. Having Ie{t orders that the cavalry should
repair to their alarm ports, T went forward lo reconnoitre,
and found four squadrons of Traperial Guards formed and skir-
mishing with the picquets and other cavalry in the act of pass-
ing. [senl for the 10th Hussars, who having arrived, Brigadier-

geweral Stewart immediately placed himself at the head of the



brilliant aftair took place, in which the
Briush cavalry, under the orders of Lord
Paget, and the immediate command of
Brigadier-general Stcwart, fo eminently
diftinguithed themfclves againtt the Impe-
rial Guards of Buonaparte, near Bencvente;
andaconsiderable nuinberof prifonersbeing
fubfequently sent into Aflorga, Thad e {a-
tisfaction of rendering material atfittance to
{fome of thefe poor tellows, by imuiediately
drefling their wounds, many of which were
extremelv defperate. One in paracular,
a fine ftout good-looking young man, matfk
have fought very obftinately, as he had re-

ceived no lefs than fix fevere cuts of a fabre

picquets, and with the utmost gallantry attacked. The 10th

Hussars supported in the most perfect order.”

Anong the prisoners taken, was General Lefehvre, who com-

manded the imperial guards, and two captains.

53
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on thehead and body. He ftated that he re-
ceivedia// thefe woundsfrom oze of our dra-
goons, who eventually {ucceeded indifarm-
ing him, by a fevere cut on the right thoul-
der. I muft here obferve, that thefe unfor.
tunatc men exprefled the deepeft fenfe of
gratitude for my profeffional attention, and
{poke in terms of the higheft admiration
of the gallantry and courage of the Britith
troops, whofe charge they affirmed was
made with fuch regularity and impetuofity,
that it was impoffible to withftand its
effect. The cammander in chief arrived
at Aftorga on the goth of December, and
on the following day procceded with the
referve of the army and the cavalry to
Villa Franca, at which é!acc the divifion
under the command of Major-general Fra-
zer had arrived the preceding evening.
The gallant and illuftrious Marquis de
Romana entering Aftorga on the fame day
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with Sir John Moore, I had the houour of

an audience, and again on the next day,
when hearing that his army were not only
in want of medical affiftance, but nearly
deftitute of furgical inftruments of every
kind ; I made him a tender of my profeffi-
onal fervices, and the ufe of the very com-
plete fets of inftruments which I had in
charge. The noble marquis received me
with the greateft politenefs and condefcen-
fion, thanked me in very handfome terms for
my offers, and informedme he thould be at
Pomfeferada on the following day, where
he requefted I would meet him. It was
with confiderable regret that I was prevent-
ed from meeting the Marquis, as I fully
intended, from the impoffibility of procur--
ing a conveyance for my baggage, as my
mules, from fatigue and want of provender,
were utterly unable to travel. The Junta
of the town, on my application to them, had

B4
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fent out perfons to endeavour to procure
mules for my accommodation, and in the
cxpectation of their fucceeding in this ob-
jeet, T remained in Aftorga tii! late at
night.—At this period advice was receivad
that the advance of the French army werc
approaching, and that fomc of the picquects
were actually within the town.—It is im-
poflible for mc to deferibe the feene of
confufion and difmay which took place,
the inhabitants flying in every direction,
lIoaded with bundles of apparel, and other
articles, which had been previoufly packed
up. In this ftate of affairs, it being im-
poffible for me to expect any afhiftance to-
wards conveying my baggage, I loaded my
horfe, and commenced my journcy towards
Villa Franca on foot.  About two o’olock
in the morning I came up with the Britith
army, which were halted at a village called

Manzanal, fourteen miles from Aftorga.
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On the road between this place and Aftor-
ga, I fell in with a divifion of the army,
who were procecding to Poinfeferada,
and alfo with five cars, conveying {omc
fick men, women, and rcgumental bag-
gage, following the grand army, onone of
which I took the opportunity of placing a
cheft of wftruments.  Having waited fe-
veral hours i vain expeétation of the ar-
rival of thele cars, T was {o extremely
anxious for the prefervation of the in-
{truments, which were of the utmoft im-
portance, that I refolved to return towards
Aftorga, my fervant being from illnefs in-
capable of the tafk,—After walking about
eight miles, I met the cars at the foot of a
very fteep hill, not a great diftance from the
fpot where 1 had left them, there not being
oxcn fufficient to drag them to the fum-
mit, the roads having been rendered ex-

tremely difficult from the depth of {now.
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As the French army was rapidly approach-
ing, I advifed the non-commiffioned officer
in charge of the party to deftroy two of
the cars and their baggage, and to add the
oxen belonging to them to the remaining
ones, which he did, and was enabled to
proceed ; and 1 had the fatisfa¢tion of af-
terwards fecing them fafe at Manzanel.
When I reached this place again, I
found the army had continued its march,
with the exception of fome fick, who were
obliged to be left behind.—After having
refted fome timc, the cars before-men-
tioned procecded towards Bembebre, A
very heavy fall of fnow induced me to take
fhelter in a large barn adjacent to the road,
half way between that place and the
forme%, where I found about ten Englith
foldiers, and fixty or feventy armed Spa-
niards. During the period I remained

here, an alarm was given that .a party of
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French chafleurs were approaching, and
myfelf and fome others had fcarcely time
to efcape ere they furrounded the barn.—
Several thots were fired at us, by one of
which I was flightly wounded, At Bem-
bibre I again came up with the rear of the
army, having on the road pafled a great
number of ftragglers, fick, women, and
children, moft of whom no doubt fell into
thc hands of the cnemy.*—A moft dif-
trefling object attracted my notice during
this day’s march, which powerfully awa-
kened my fenfibility, and occafioned decp
and fincere regret that I had not the
means of effeCtually relieving. The ob-
jeét which I allude to was a poor {oldier’s

wife, who had been taken 1n labour, and

* ] communicated to the commanding officer of the English
picquet the circumstances already detailed, and they had subse-

quently some skirmishing.
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who, with the infant of which fhe deli-
vered herfeif, were lying by the fide of the
road.  All I could do was to render my
profeflional aid ; but I had the {atisfaction
of fecing the poor woman and her child
placed on a car, by the humanity of a Spa-
nith officer, who was cicorting a party of
his fick and wounded compatriots. 1
fhould have previoufly mentioned that 1
paffed through a divition of the Marquis
Dec Romana’s army, in my way from
Manzanal to Bembebre, who were purfu-
ing their route to Pomfeferada,

Having marched nearly fifty miles,
without reft or refrethment, my fervant’s
illnefs preventing him from affording the
flighteft afliftance, and the accident I had
met with on the preceding day becoming
painful, rendered it impoflible for me to
proceed farcher on foot.  In this fituation,

and the enemy prefling extremely clofe, T
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was unfortunately obliged to abandon tic
whole of my baggage, leaving ir, together
with a very valuable alffortment of inflru-
ments and medicines, which had been
felected with particular care at great ex-
pence in England, in Bembcebre, into which
the advance of the Ifrench army actually
entered before Iwas out of fight of the
place.—Soon atter quitting the town of
Bembebre, T came up with the rear of the
army, and meeting Captain Thackwell, of
the 15th Light Dragoons, with whom 1
had previoufly the honor of marching to
Aftorga, be ftrongly advifed me to puth
on as faft as poflible, as, {romn the force in
which the French appcared, and the ra-
pidity of their movements, an immediate
attack was apprechended : mdeed, imme-
diately afterwards, much fkirmithing took
place between the advance and rear of the

two armics.
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The rear of the army halted at Caballos

for fome hours, and the enemy’s cavalry
continuing to prefs upon them very much,
L

our dragoons formed on a plain abont a
mile diftant, on the right of the town, and
offered them battle. Some fevere fkir-
mifhing enfued, and our troops eventually
fucceeded in compelling the French to
retire.

On the 3d of January the whole of the
Britith army arrived at Villa Franca; and
although, from the extreme rapidity of its
movements,confidcrable numbers, through
exceflive fatigue, want of fufficient refreth-
ment, and other caufcs, remained on the
road, and in the different villages in its
vicinity : all things confidered, the retreat
to this place was attended with lefs lofs
and confufion than might have reafonably’
been expected, where the difficulties to be
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furmounted were fo arduous, numerous,
and diftrefling.

It was expefted that the army would
have received confiderable fupplies of pro-
vifions and other neceflaries at Villa
Franca ; but were unfortunately difap-
pointed, great numbers of the inhabitants
having quitted their houfes, taking with
them every thing portable ; and thofe that
remained were in fuch a ftate of terror
and confufion, as to render them appa-
rently incapable of difcriminating between
friends and foes, it being impoffible for the
Britifh foldiers to obtain from them, even
by purchafe, articles which thcir French
vifitors would not have {fcrupled to extort
by force.

On the following morning the army
recommenced its march towards Lugo,
which, although a diftance of eighteen

Spanifh leagues, or feventy-two Englith
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miles, may with propricty be affirmed to
have been performed almoft without halt-
ing, as the thort intervals allowed for reft
at Nagolaz and Conftantine cau fearcely
be confidered as fuch.

T'he fatigues endured by the troops was
incredible, labourivg under cvery fpecies
of privation; they had alto to encounter
with extreme inclement weather, and
roads intolerably bad.  The cavalry horfes
in particular futlered meoft feverely, and
many becoming unabic to proceed, were
thot ; as were numbers cmployed in the
artillery and commiflariat departments,
and in the conveyance of baggage. Indeed
hundreds of horles and mules were left dead
on the road between Nagolaz and Tugo.

Some idea mav be formed of what the Bri-
tith dragoons underwent, from the circum-
ftance of their having performed a march

of feventy-two miles in twenty-fix hours,



twenty-four of which they were attually
on horfeback, At this period the ftrag-
glers conftantly augmented ; and as the
enemy’s cavaly kept clofe on our rear,
numbers of them were cither killed or
taken prifoners.—Scveral of the Englith
were feen dead on the road, having pe-
rithed from exceffive fatigue, privations,
and extreme cold; as well as many of the
Spanith muleteers. A report having got
into circulation that the Frehch inlimman’y
maflacred all the prifoners that fell into
their hands during the march, occalioned
additional terror and confufion amongft
the fick: the women and children, for
many of whoin there was no conveyance,
and being unable to keep pace with the
troops, were unavoidably abandoned to
their fate.—The lamentations and cries of
thefe unfortunate people, imploring aflifte
ance, which it was impoffible to render
c
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them, were truly diftreffing; and perhaps
a fcene more calculated to excite {ympathy
and compaffion never occurred than in the
following inftance :—A poor woman, the
wife of a foldier belonging to an Highiand
regiment, cxhaufted by hunger and fatigue,
funk lifclefs on the road, with two children
in her arins, where the remained; and when
I pafled the corps, one of the little inno-
cents was ftll endeavouring to cxtrat
that nourifhmént from its parent’s bofom
which naturc no longer fupplicd.

On the night of the 4th, and in the
morning of the sthof Januvary, the whole
of the army arrived in Lugo ; and the mi-
ferable and exhaufted condition of men
and cattle rendered it abfolutely neceffary
to halt. 'The arrival of the troops during
the night occafioned the utmolt confufion
and alarm amongftthe Spaniards, inafmuch
as thofe who ftill remained 1n their houfes
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barred their doors againft our men, which
were in confequence obliged to he forced
open. ‘This of courfc occafioned many
quarrcls and feuflles between them  and
the foldiers; and as, in many inftances,
the Spaniards unfortunately made obfti-
nate refiftance, the former were compelled
to oppofc force by force.

On the 6th of January the cnemy’s
advance approached near the town, and in
the afternoon of that day were engaged
with our troops, by whom they were re-
pulfed with confiderable lofs.

From the movements of the cnemy
after this affair, it was confidered probable
they meditated a general battle, and under
this impreffion I prefume 1t was that the
Commander in Chicf took up the pofition,
on the 7th, in which he purpofed to await
the attack, having previoufly fent forward
as many of the fick and wounded, and as

c2
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much of the baggage as practicable.~
HOWC\'cr, no fuch etent taking place, the
army proceceded on their retrcat towards
Corunna.

Notwithftanding the mifery and contu-
fion which prevailed on the march from
Villa Franca to Lugo, and which I have
endcavoured faintly to defcribe, was ex-
tremely great, all thefe circumftances were
now confiderably augmented ; indeed,
words arc inadequate to depiét the fcenes
of diftrefs which every moment prefented

themf{elves to notice.
At Lugo and near it a confiderable

quantity of treafure was obliged to be
abandoned, as alfo great quantities of com-
miffariat ftores, and public and private

-&.
baggage.

* Major-gencral PFrascr's division having marched seven or

eight leagues on the road towards Vigo, was recalled by the
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The vicinity of Lugo was peculiarly
pi¢turefque and romantic, and near it was
a handfome bridge of three very lofty
arches, which T underftand was ordered to
have been deftroyed as {oon as the rear of
the army thould have pafled over; but
from fome reafons or other, with which 1
am unacquainted, this meafure was not ef-
fcétually accomplifhed.®

The army continued its march through

Comwmander in Chief, in consequence of his apprehending an
attack from the enemy, which occasioned that part of the army

to snffer more severely than the other.

# A medical officer of the 51st regiment, who, from particu-
lar circumstances, remained ia the town Gl the French had
actually entered it, but who cscaped al day-light, informed me
that the bridge was so far from being rendercd impassable, that
some of the men in the engincer departinent were at that time
employcd in removing the loose stones, which had been displaccd

by the previous explosion of gunpowder.

€3
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Vaumondé and Betanzos to Corunna,
where, and 1 its vicinage, they arrived on
the 1oth and 1r1th of January.

This retreat, from the diftance marched,
and the numerous difficulties by whicn 1t

was attended, will long remain a proud
and honourable proof of the energy, per-
feverance, and valour of the Britith {ol-

dier.®

*\s [ was not prescul on the retreal previousto the arrival of
the army at Astorga, T cannot possibly resort to wformation
equally accurale as that contained in the official dispatch of the
late Lieutenant-genceral Sir Johin Moore, of which the following
is an extracl :—~

¢ On the 21st (December) the army reached Sahagun ; it was
necessary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, and on ac-
count of provisions. The information I received was, that
Marshal Soult was at Saldana with about sixfeen thousand
men, with posts along the river from Guarda to Carrion.

¢ The army was ordered to march in two columms at eight
o’clock ou the night of the 23d, to force the bridge at Carrion,

and frown thence proceed to Saldana. Al six o’clock I reccived
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I may venture to affert, that it has no

parallel in the annals of modern hiftory,

information that considerable reinforcements had anived at
Carrion fromn Palencia, and a letter from the Marquis de la Re-
mana informed me that the French were advancing from Ma-
drid either to Valladolid or Salamauca. It was evident that it
was too late to prosecute the atlempt upon Soult, that T must
be satistied with the diversion I had made, and that 1 had no
time Lo lose to secure my retrcat.  The next morning Licute-
nant-general Hope, with his own division, and that of Licute-
nant-general Fraser marched to Majorga. 1 sent Sir David
Baird with his division to pass the river at Valencia, and fol-
lowed Lieutenant-general Hope on the 25th with the reserve
and the light brigades, by Majorga and Valderas, to Benevente,
The cavalry under Lord Paget followed the reserve on the
26th; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday. We
continue our march on Astorga. Generals Hope and Fra.
ser are already gone on; General Baird procecds to-morrow
from Valencia, and I shall leave this with the reserve at the
same time. Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry to give
us notice of the approach of the enemy ; hitherto the infantry
have not come up; but they are near, and the cavalry sur-
round us in great number : they are checked by our cavalry,

which have obtained, by their spirit and enterprige, an as-

C4
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and that it refleéts equal honour on the
talents of thc latc lamented hero by

cendancy over that of the French, which nothing but great
superiority of numbers on their part will get the better of.

“ 'The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at
great rish to ourselves, has been conplete; it remains to be
scen what advantage the Spaniards in the South will be able to
make of it, but the warch of the French on Badajoz was
stopped, and when ats advanced guard had reached Talaviera
de la Rewe, and every thing disposable is now turned in this
direction.  'The only part of the army which has been hitherto
epgaged with the enemy has been the cavalry, and it is impos-
sible for ine to say too much i their praise. I mentioned to
your Lordship, in my letter of the 1oth, the surcess Brigadier-
general Stewart had met with in defeating a detachment of ca-
valry al Rueda. Since thal, few days have passed without his
taking or killg diferent partics of the French, gencrally su-
perior in force to those which attacked them.  On their march
to sahagun Lurd Paget bad information of 600 or 700 cavalry
being i that town. He marched on the 20th from somne vil-
lages where he was posted in frqnt of the encmy at Majorga,
with the 10th and 15th Hussars. ‘The 10th marched straight
to the town, whilst Lord Paget with the 15th endeasoured to

turn it. Unfortunately he fell in with a patrole, onc of whome
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whom 1t was conducted, and the fur-
viving officers and men who were indivi-
dually concerned in its accomplithment,
When the troops arrived at Corunna,
the .tranfports i which they were to em-
bark had not come round from Vigo ;
therefore, as the enemy were fo rapidly
advancing, it became ncceeflary for the
Commander in Chief to occupy the moft
favourable pofitions that prefented them-
felves, for the purpofe of covering the em-
barkation, Thereferve,under the command
of the Hon. Major-general Paget, was

ftationed near the bridge of Burgo, which

escaped, and gave the alarm. By this means the French had
time to form on the outside of the town before Lord Paget got
round. He immediately charged them, beat them, and took
from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongst whom were two Licutenant-
colonels and cleven officers, with the loss on our part of six or

eight men, and perhaps 20 wounded.”
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had been previoufly deftroyed, but not
fo effectually as could have been wifhed.*

Here fome tharp fkirmifhing took place
between them and the advance of the
enemy.—Sir David Baird’s and General
Hope’s divifions were the fame evening
advanced about two miles 1n front of Co-
runna, near to which the French had alfo
taken a pofition,  During this period the
Britith enginecrs and artillery were bufily
employed in affifting the Spaniards in re-
pairing and improving the batteries and
fortifications on the land front of the town,
which were in a very defetive condition.

The guns and carriages moft unfit for

fervice were now replaced by others from

* In carryiug the object of destroying this bridge into exccu-
tion, an officer of the engineers unfortunately lost his life

during the explosion.
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the citadel ; amongft the former were fe-
veral brafs ones of extraordinary large ca-
libre.  New mortar-batteries were alfo
ereted, and the parapets lined with provi-
fion-barrels, filled with gravel by the artil-
lery-men, for the purpofe, I imagine, of
protefling the gunners from the fhots of
the enemy’s maikimen. It is but doing
juftice to the Spaniards to obferve, that in
thefe efforts they were extremely aétive
and affiduous ; and i a vifit I paid to the
batteries I faw two young women 1 male
attire, and armed with fabres, affifting and
encouraging the workmen, and fupplying
them with wine and other refrefhments.
On the morning of the 13th, between
eight and nine o’clock, a powder maga-
zine, fituated on the heights about two or
three miles from the town, was blown up,
to prevent its contents from falling into

the hands of the encmy. However, feve-
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ral hundred barrcls of gunpowder had
been removed on the preceding day to the
citadcl ; neverthelefs, the cxplofion was
tremendous, the whole of Corunsz being
conyulfed as if by an earthquake ; many
windows were broken, and even the thip-
ping in the harbour experienced its cffect,
The inhabitants not having been apprized
of this circumitance previous to its taking
place, were thrown mto a momentary
ftate of confufion and offright.

On the 14th teveral fail of the line and
tran{ports arrived from Vigo, and the ca-
valry and artillery commenced their em-
barkation, with the exception of two or
three brigades of guns, and a few dragoons
for the duties of the picquet; the fick
were alfo fent on board.

On this day I rode confiderably beyond
the Britith lines, as far as the moft ad-
vanced of their videttes, and had a full
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view of the French army, which at this pe-
riod occupied the heights on tne left, next
the fea, their picquets being ftationed at a
village in the main road leading from Co-
runna to Betanzos, within a mile of the
Englith. It occaioned nic no inconfider-
able furprifc, from not being pertectly ac-
quainted with military ctiquette, to obfcive
the Britith and French videttes fo necar to
each other, as to be within hearing ;5 and1
alfo noticed feveral riflemen, conceaied on
the fide of the road, ready to direct their
aim at any of the cnemy’s oflicers who
might advance to rcconnoitre. Two Eng-
lithofficersinadvertently rode pafl their own
videttes, and would in all probability have
tallen into the hands of the French, had
they not been called to by fome of the fol-
diers, and made fenfiblc of their danger,
which they efcaped by returning as quick

as poflible.
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The fame day T faw two French offi
cers, apparently amufing themfelves by
picking up fhells on the fands of the bay
at low water. They might toa certainty
have been fhot by the riflemen, had they
been permitted to firc on them, being far
within the range of their pieces.  On fe-
veral parts of the road 1n this neighbour-
hood, walls of loofe ftones weie thrown
acrofs, for the purpole of obftruting the
progrefs of cavalry, which alfo afforded
exccllent cover for the riflemen to con-
ceal themf{clves behind.  The houfes and
villages on both fides of the road were
completely abandoned by the Spaniards,
and of courfe taken temporary poffeffion
of by the armies. As I was returning to
Corunna, I overtook a Spaniard who had
. juft made his cfcape from the enemy, and

who related an anccdote of two young

women, who having remained n a village
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difzuifed in male attire, were difcovered
aud feized by a party, connfting of up-
wards of twenty French foldiers, and
treated in a manner too brutal and inhu-
man for me to defcribe.

During the night the French fires, from
their number and extent, evinced thetr
force to be very confiderable, and in the
morning it was difcovered they had re-
ceived a large reinforcement, and thar
they had moved their pofition to the
heights dn the ri cht.

On the 15th the advanced guard of the
Britith army, which was ftationed on the
heights ncar a place called Villaboa, was
attacked by the cnemy, as were the other
outpofts, probably with the view of afcer-
taining with more certainty the nature of
their pofition, and the amount of their
force. This was confidered as a pre-

Liminary meafurc to a gencral Dbattle,
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which was confirmed by the events of the
following day.

The French this day pofted two guns
at a detached houfe on the 1uzd, from
whence they fired on the Britith lincs.
They were foon filenced by two Englifh
field-pieces, and obliged to retire with pre-
cipitation. The Englifh guns were fo
extremely well ferved and pointed, that
a fhot from one of them was feen to
kill feveral of the enemy, whillt their
efforts were attended with little effedt,
the fhots moftly falling fhort of the
objeéts they were ained at ; indced, 1
neither faw nor heard of any mifchief done
by them, unlefs the killing of a mule may
be confidered deferving of that appellation.
One fhell pafled over the advanced poft
it was directed againft, falling ncar the
road amongft feveral Britith {oldiers, with-

out occafioning any of them the fmalleft
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mjury.  The whole day was paffed in
continual fkirmithing, during which the
cool and intrepid condutt of the Britith
troops was cminently confpicuous and ex-
cmplary.  The late Licutenant-colonel
Mackenzie, of the 1ft battalion of the
sth regiment, particularly  diftinguithed
himiclf by his aclivity and bravery. Hav-
ing.had one horfe thot under him, he re-
mounted on another, advanced again to
the attack, and unfortunately received a
wound irom a mutket-ball, which occa-
fioned his death in a few hours after-
wards.— A moft intercfting {pectacle pre-
{enteditfelf during this day in the move-
ments and operations of the contending
parties, being fufficiently near for me
plainly to diftinguith every thing that took
place. In one inftance [ noticed a detach-
ment, confilting, I thould thiuk, of more
than a hundred of the enemy, take poffef-
D
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fion of a houfe on the fide of a hill, from
whence they were fpeedily diflodged by
the Britith artillery, the firft fhot from
whom penetrated completely through the
houfe, compelling them to feek fafety on
the height by a precipitate flight.

This day and the preceding a great num-
ber of horfes and mules which had been
difabled were thot in the fquare of the ar-
fenal at St. Lucia, near Corunna.

I have already mentioned, that in confe-
quence of the enemy’s movements on the
morning of this day, a general battle was
expefted immediately, but that nothing
more took place than a feries of fkirmith-
ing. The delay, in all probability, was
occafioned by the reinforcements expeéted
by the enemy not having arrived in due
time.

The firing did not entirely ceafe till the
evening, when the outpofts were relieved,
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and the brave Englith troops who had
been engaged were withdrawn to take
that reft which their vigorous and arduous
excrtions rendered fo requifite. The army
in general had been fupplitd with their
due proportion of rations fince their ar-
rival at Corunna, which the uncommon
rapidity of the retreat, and the local cir-
cumftances previoufly detailed, prevented
their receiving with regularity during
their march.  Thofe foldiers who required
them were alfo furnithed with fhoes,
ftockings, and other articles of clothing,
and new arms were delivered out, to re-
place thofe that had been loft or rendcred
unfit for fervice.

On the morning of the 16th an unufual
degree of ‘buftle and animation appeared to
prevail amongft the Spanifh troops and
inhabitants, his Excellency the Com-
mandant, Don Joaquin Garcia Morena,

D2
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having by proclamation and other methods
exhorted them to exert their utmoft efforts
in co-operating with their brave allies to
repel the aflaults of the enciny, and to af-
ford them every poffible tacility towards
cffcting their embarkation, declaring at
the fame time it was his determination to
defend the place to the laft cxtremity.—
'This venerable and patriotic officer,
though apparently upwards of feventy
vears of age, evinced the utmoft activity
and zcal in the performance of his duties,
being the greateft part of every day on
horfeback, perfonally infpetting the pro-
grefs of the works, and the organization

of the voluntecrs.*

w ~~

* Phe confidence ol the inhabitaiits appeared to be, consider-
ably increased by ‘the events of the preceding day. At the
house wherei? 1 had apartments, the females of the family,

who were in high spirits, amused themselves by dancing to their
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I again this morning vifited the Englith
advanced pofts, which had not altered
their pofition fince the preceding day; at
this period, every thing appearing perfeétly
quict, the foldiers, excepting thofe on
fentry, were refting and taking refrefh-
ment, but ftill in a fituation ready to
turn out ata moment’s notice. The men
had ercéted for themfelves huts, formed of
boards, ftraw, and other materials, haftily
collected from the buildings in the ncigh-
bourhood, there being very few tents.

Notwithftanding the fatiguc the ‘Eng-.-
lith foldiers had already undergone, and
the fevere confliéts they had recently been

engaged in, they appeared in excellent

castanels, at the same time cxpressing their admiration of the
English, and contempt for the French, who they stigmatized
with the appellation of Piccaroon.

D3
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fpirits, exprefling the higheft confidence in
their officers, and feemed anxious, by be-
ing again oppofed to the enemy, to bring
to a conclufion the objet of their illus-
trious General in Chief, of the favourabis
iffue of which they entertained no doubt.
It was between the hours of ten and ele-
ven, that I rode to the Englifh outpofts.—
The morning was extremely fine, and I
had a very diftin@ view of the enemy’s
army. A large body of cavalry and in-
fantry, evidently a reinforcement, at this
time were marching up to the heights in
front, accompanied by bands of mufic,
drums, and fifes. A few fhots were fired
at their rear by the Britifh, but I believe
the diftance was too great for them to do
execution. The extent of the French
lines could plainly be afcertained through
a telefcope, and I could diftinguith engi-

neers ang artillery-men bufily employed
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in their front, as I imagined ereting a bat-
tery. Were I permitted to offer an opi-
nion of the numbers of which the enemy’s
army confifted, to judge from the extent
arid depth of their line, I fhould certainly
eftimate them at upwards of thirty thou-
fand. Soon after I reached Corunna,
where 1 had bufinefs with the Infpector of
Hofpitals, the French army commenced
their attack on the Britith outpofts, which
I had juft vifited . *

* Having settled my business with Dr. Shapter, to whose
politc attention I feel myself greatly indebted, I rode back to
the scene of action, where 1iook a station from whence I could
sce what passed, and also be at hand to afford any professional
assistance in my power that might be required. This enables
me to ofter what I trust may be deemed not altogether an unin-
teresting detail of events that passed under my actual inspec-
tion ; and as1 subsequently ascertained the names of officers
and corps engaged, I hope it will be found tqh;&bly correct,

D4
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‘A heavy difcharge of artillery took
place about one o’clock from the enemy’s
batteries on the heights in front of the
army, which was returned by fuch cf the
Britifh artillery as had not been cmbarked,
a brigade of which had been previoufly
ftationed in the main road, rcady to aét as
circumftances might require. The com-
manding pofition of the enemy’s guns ena-
bled thern to have a fuperior effet to thofe
of the Englifh, who were fo much below
them. The principal attack of the encmy
was direCted to the divifion under Sir
David Baird, which was undoubtedly the
weakeft portion of the Britith linc, againft
which they advanced three very ftrong
columns. Nothing could pofiibly exceed
the intrepidity, firmnefs, and good order
with which this divifion {uftained the
attack.  After a very arduous flruggle,
the Britith f\iccccded in driving the enemy
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down from the heights whereon they had
attacked them, and charged them with the
utmoft {pirit and ardour half way up the
hill, on the other fide, which they had be-
fore occupicd, to the place where they had
pofted their guns, which very nearly fell
into the hands of the Englith, and were
only preferved by being haftily with-
drawn.

A wvillage to the right of General:
Baird’s divifion became an objeét of obfti-
nate conteft between the two armies, It
was fituated at the foot of a hill, and
crowded with French troops ; thele were
gallantly attacked by the Englith no lcfs
than three feveral times, who at length
fucceeded in carrying the place, after an
immenfe f{laughter of the enemy. The
fiftieth regiment and the Guards were
chiefly .concerned in this affair, during
which I am informed they loft two field
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officers, and three fubalterns, and about
one hundred men killed, and a confider--
able number were wounded.

The fifty-fecond light infantry, und the
ninety-fifth rifle corps, alfo particularly
dittinguithed themfelves near to this place,
being engaged on the right of the village,
and actually purfued the French up the
hill, who fled before them with confufion
and difmay.

During this attack, Licutenant-gencral
Sir David Baird, who throughout was
moft ably fupported by ILaord William
Bentinck, and the brigade under his com-
mand, received a very fevere weund,
which obliged him to be taken from the
field, and the Commander in Chief, who
was near this divifion, fhortly afterwards
alfo fell by a cannon-thot,

This portion of the Britifh army it was
that fuffered the moft feverely, and parti-
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cularly Lord William Bentinck’s brigade ;
the left was fo ftrongly poftcd, that the
encmy did not confider it prudent to ha-
zard an attempt at forcing them, content-
ing themfelves with directing at them a
very furious cannonade. Towards the
evening, however, the fourteenth regiment
of infantry, who formed part of the left of
the line, were detached, and who exccuted
a moft gallunt and giurious enterprize. A
very numerous body of the French troops
having occupied a village at a confiderable
diffance in their front, they were ordered to
diflodge them. This they fucceeded in
effcéting at the pownt of the bayonet, but
not withous fuftaining fevere lofs, as the
French d.{puted the pofleflion of the place
with determined obftinacy and perfever-
ance, the conflict only ending with the
flight.

Notwithftanding the immenfe fupe-
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riority of the enemy in poinut of numbers,
and the advantages of the commanding
pofition they poflefled, they were com-
pletely and decidedly foiled in every ane
of their reiterated attempts to turn the
right of the Britith army, and their lofs
in killed and wounded was certainly infi-
nitely greater than thofe whom they at-
tacked.

A great deal of the fuccefsful oppofition
to thefe attempts muift in juftice be attri-
buted to a judicioully-timed and well-
concerted movement of the Honourable
Major-general Paget’s, who marched the
referve under his command from their
cantonments, in fupport of the right wing
of the army, and by a moft vigorous and
eéffetive attack, completely defeated his
intention, The extremely judicious fta-
tion occupied by Lieutenant-general Fra-
fer’s divifion, ftill further added to the
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fecurity of the right of the army, and dif-
appointed the enemy in his hopes of fuc-
cefs m that quarter, compelling him at
length totally to abandon his purpofe. At
fix o’clock in the evenmng the firing on
both fides ceafed, the advance of the Bri-
tith army remaining upwards of a mile
beyond the pofition they had occupied pre-
vious to the commencement of the action,
fo that they may with juftice and truth be
pronounced the conquerors on this memor-
able occafion.

The exaét number of the killed and
wounded during this confli& has not, and
perhaps may ncver be afcertained; but
from the belt information I have been
enabled to procure on the fubjed, I thould
imagine did not amount to one thoufand,
"whilft that of the French muft have been
nearly double. '

The Britith army commenced its retreat



62
for ecmbarkation about eleven o'clock,
taking with them as many of their
wounded as were ‘in a condition to be
moved ; the remainder they were uiider
the painful neceflity of leaving on the
ficld along with thofe of the enemy. The
order in which the troops marched from
their pofitions was fuch as to reflet high
credit on the charaéter and difcipline of
Britith foldiers, the artillery taking the
lead. The picquets, however, remained
at their refpective pofts until between four
and five o’clock on the morning of the
17th, when they were likewife withdrawn,
without any movements of the enemy
having taken place indicative of their being
acquainted with what was paffing; al-
though it is more than probable, from paft
experience, he felt no inclination to offer
any obftruction to the execution of their
plans, until they were too far removed
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to have it in their power to recrimi-
nate.
The Commiffioner and Captains of the
Royal Navy* cxerted themfclves in the
moft {trenuous and praifc-worthy manner
'in co-operating with the commanders of
the land forces, in cffetting the embarka-
tion, which was accomplithed with a de-
oree of expedition perhaps never equalled
upon any fimilar occafion,

The brigades under the command of

Major-general Hill and Major-general

* Commissioner Bowen.
Captains---The Hon. H. Curzon.

Gosselin.

#-———n Boys.
e Rainier.
~——— Sarel.
~———— Digby.

e {"arden, and Mackenzie,
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Beresford received directions to remain on
fhore, as a rear-guard, and to watch the
motions of the engmy. The remainder
of the army got fafely on bousd the
tranfports before day-light.  The brigade
of Major-general Hill was ftationed on
the promontory at the rear of the town,
and that commanded by Major-general
Beresford took poft on the inland frout of
Corunna.

Nothing could poffibly excecd the gal-
lantry and refolution difplayed by the Bri-
tith foldiers under the very trying circum-
ftances in which they were placed; by
which, in defiancc of every difficulty,
in the face of an encmy’s army of far {u-
perior numbers, they were cnabled to
effet the objett of cmbarkation, v;'ithout
any other lofs than wlkat had previoufly
taken place in the field of battle.

No further movements of the French
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army was perceptible till the morning of
the feventeenth, when they appeared to
be again in motion, and between eight
and nine o’clock a confiderable body of
their light trgops took up a pofition on the
heights near St. Lucia, which in fome
meafure commanded the inner harbour of
Corunna. However, it was not appre-
hended that the enemy could derive any
very material advantage from the occupa-
tion of this pofition, at leaft not that would
enable him to impede the operations of the
Britith troops in effeting their embarka-
tion ; and as the Spaniards evinced every
inclination to fupport and zealoufly co-
operate with their allies, and certainly did
exert themfelves to the utmoift; the
commanding officer, Lieutenant-general
Hope, it appears, did not confider the
rear-guard as in any danger of being
forced. Therefore, the brigade under
E
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Klajor-general Hill, ftationed on the pros
montory at the back of the town, was
ordered to be withdrawn, and its embarka-
tion to tommence immediately.  This
objeét was completely accomplifhed be-
tween the hours of three and four in the
afternoon.

It fhould here be mentioned, that to-
wards the middle of the day the enemy
commenced a cannonade on the thipping;
which occafioned confiderable confufion,
obliging them to flip their cables, and get
under weigh with all poffible difpatch.

In doing this, feveral of the tranfports
ran on fhore, and unfortunately three or
four were {o fituated that they could not
be got off again, and were confequently
left behind ; the troops, however, were
removed, and put or board other vef-

fels.
From the unavoidable confufion and
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uncertainty which muft ever attend all
the opcrations of an army during the
night, ic was impofiible to pay that regard
which would have been defirable towards
effeéting the embarkation with precifion
and regularity, and therefore it happened
that the regiments became completely
intermixed, the troops getting on board
any of the fhips that could reccive them,
without paying the flighteft regard to
their original deftinations. This circum-
ftance occafioned the fick and wounded in
many inftances to be deprived of the re-
quifite medical and {urgical affiftance, as
on board many of the tranfports there
were no profeflional men, whilft in others
there were feveral. It was intended to
have remedied thefe inconveniencies the
firlt fine day that fhould occur after the
failing of the fleet, which, however, the
incommon quicknefs of their paffage to
E 2
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England prevented being accomplithed,
and fortunately became a matter of lefs
importance.

The boats belonging to the men of war
rendered the moft important fervices, being
employed during the whole of the em-
barkation ; and were it not for the won-
derful intrepidity and exertions of their
crews, for which Britith failors are pro-
verbially remarkable, much greater incon-
veniencies would have taken place than
were altually experienced. The boats
continued rowing from the fhore to the
thips and back again the whole of the
night of the fixteenth, and during the
greater part of the following day, with
little ntermiffion ; and although it blew a
very heavy gale, and the fea ran extremely
high, and was very rough all the morning,
thefe gallant fellows, regardlefs of danger,
and defpifing bodily toil, continued theit
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meritorious exertions with the utmoft
alacrity and cheerfulnefs, their folicitude
to render every affiftance in their power to
the foldiers evincing the moft ftriking
and honourable proofs of their generofity,
courage, and humanity.* Moft of the
men of war alfo weighed at the fame time,
with the exception of the flag-thip, which
remained at anchor.

Several of the enemy’s fhots pafled
very near and over the tranfport on which
[ was embarked, and many fell around

* ¢ In consequence of the good order maintained by the
troops, and the unwearicd exertions of Commissioncr Bowen,
the captains, and other officers of the navy, the agents, as
well as the boats’ crews, many of whom were for two days
without food and without repose, the army has been embarked
to the last man,”---Vide the Hon. Rear-admiral De Courcy’s
dispatch to the Hon. W. W. Pole, dated 18th January.

E3
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her, without doing the flighteft injury
and I noticed a few which ftruck other
thips without doing material damage,

Soon after dark, Major-gencral Reres-
ford having taken a friendly leave of the
Governor, who appeared perfectly fatisfied
with the neceflity of the Britith move-
ments, withdrew his brigade from the
land front of the town, and together with
the whole of the fick and wounded who
had not been previoufly moved, were em-
barked by one o’clock on the morning of
the 18th of January.

The tranfport* on board which I em-

* Having appliced for a pzssage to England Lo the Tlon. Ma-
jor-general Broderick, and offered to Dr. Shepter, the Inspector
‘of Hospitals, my professiona! assitance whilst on board, he
was pleased to give me a letter to Staff-Surgeon Taggart, who
was in charge of the sick in the Alfred hospital ship, desiring 1

might be accommodated in ber: and T am happy to aqknowlq
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tarked wasone of the laft that quitted the
barbour, as the mafter, a bold and experi-
enced feaman, was determined to preferve
his anchors if poffible, which he fortunately
accomplithed, notwithftanding .the fhots
were flying about in cvery direcion. The
appearance of the fhipping after dark,
from the varied difpofition of the lights on
the men of war, agent fhips, and tran-
fports, was extremely beautiful, and had
an interefting and grand effe®, and the
enemy’s fires on the heights, as well as
thofe of the Britifh, added confiderably to
the brilliancy of the fcenc.

By order of Admiral De Courcy, the

ledge this Gentleman's politeness, and to bear testimony to the
humane attention with which (though in a bad state of health)
be discharged the duties of his station, as did Assistant-Surgeon

I e,
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tranfports were directed to get clear of the
harbour as foon as they had received on
board their complement of troops, and
then to lay too for further inftruction. It
blowing extremely hard, it was not poffi-
ble in every inftance to comply with the
Admiral’s orders.

The wounded men being very uncom-'
fortably accommodated, and deftitute of
every neceflary their condition required,
the mafter of the Alfred, with the concur-
rence and approbation of the medical
officers on board, was induced to make fail
at three o’clock in the morning, and ar-
rived off Plymouth on the twentieth, an-
choring in the Sound on the following
day.

Having brought my narrative to this
point, I hope I may without prefumption
add my fecble tribute to the general ap-
plaufe that has been beftowed on the
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exertions of the officers and men con-
cerned in the Spanifh expedition.

That the enemy were fo fuccefsfully
oppofed, and finally repulfed, was owing
to the incomparable conduét and intre-
pidity of the Britifh troops, and that the
embarkation was fo completely effeéted,
may be attributed to the judicious means
employed to fupport and encourage their
extraordinary efforts. In regular fuccef-
fion from one affair to another, opportu-
nities were given, as they were univerfally
employed, to difplay the fkill and bravery
of the Britith military charater.

The death of every individual who glo-
rioufly terminates his exittence i the fer-
vice of his country, is in fome degree a
matter of public intereft and general con-
cern; but when an officer of the high
and diftinguithed rank in which the
merits of the late Commander of the
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Britith  forces in Spain had placed
him,* from whofc f{plendid military ta-

% General Moore enlered the service carly in life, and as he
soon displayed his military talents, his rise was rapid. Tn the
yeat 1801 he was appointed Colouel of the 52d regiment, and
rosc to the rank of Major-general in 1802, Corsica was the
theatre in which he primarily distinguished himself as an ofticer
of supcrior skul; and on many occasions in that island he gave
proofs of his personal bravery and good conduct. lle after-
wards accompanied the late Sir Ralph Abercrombie to the West
Indics, where his conduct was so exemplary as to acquire the
unbounded confidence of that excellent General, by whom he
was selected to serve under his command in the expedition to
[olland in 1799, where he received a glight wound. It was,
however, on the Egyptian expedition that he had a iore ample
opporlunity for establishing his character as an oflicer of the
first-rate abilities. Ile commanded at the disembarkation of
the Lroops on this occasion ; and it is reported that even Bona-
partc expressed himself in terms of the highest admiration of
his conduct, which he affirmed was a master-picce of Gene-
ralship, and worthy of the ablest Comm: ader that ever
lived. General Moore was severely wounded at the battle of

Alexandria at the head of the reserve, which he was feading
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Jents and thofe fuperior endowments

which grace a foldicr, we might with

forward with his usual gallaniry ; and, on his rcturn from
Egypt, his Majesly in the most gracious manuer conferred on
Iim the honour of Knighthood, and invested him with the
Order of the Bath. During the whole of the present war Sie
John Moore was with little intermission engaged in aclive ser-
vice. Ile commanded at Shorneliffe in Kent, and afterwards
succeeded the Wonourable General Fox in the command of the
forces in Sicily,  Sir Jobn was entrusted with the chief com-
mand of the expedition to Sweden; and although this was not
altended with the satisfactory result which was hoped for, Mi-
nisters have unanimously acquitled the General of the slightest
misconduct on the occasion.---From all that has been related
respecling the character of the late Sir John Moore, he appears
10 have devoled himself exclusively to the profession of arms.
Ile was in every respect a complele soldier, and a strict discipli-
narian ; so that the 52d regiment, of which he was.Coloncl,
and which was under his immediate inspection during the
time he commanded at Shornchffe, was generally looked up
lo as a model in point of mancuvres and discipline. Tle
sccms Lo have possessed all those talents which, had he been

imvested with a continental command on an catensive seale,
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confidence have anticipated future at-
chievements, adding to the glory, happi-
nefs, and honour, not only of this kingdom,
but eventually of all Europe, is cut off in
the meridian of a brilliant career ou the
field of battle, and dies in the arms of
viétory, his fate becomes an objett of the
deepeft regret ; at the fame time the {pirit
of national exultation his heroic actions
muit naturally give rife to, in fome degree
reconciles us to his fate, and infpires us
with an ardent though rational curiofity
to become acquainted with the minuteft
circumftances with which it was at-

tended. ,
In this point of view, although feveral

and during a protracted warfare, weuld in all human probabi-
lity have placed him high upon the list of the most celebrated
modern Generals.
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details have already been prefented to the
public, more or lefs corre&, T truft it may
not be confidered altogether irrclevant, if
I take the liberty of introducibg fuch ac-
counts of the laft moments of the hero of
Corunna, as I received from an eye-wit-
nefs of unqueftionable veracity.

It has been previoufly ftated, that the
late Sir John Moore was with the divifion
of Lieutenant-general Sir David Baird,
on which the firt and moft determined
attack was made by three ftrong columns
of the enemy; here, at the head of the
soth regiment, the Commander in Chief
was {truck by a cannon-fhot, which fhat-
tered his arm, and lacerated the muicles of
the left breaft, fo materially injuring the
parts adjacent, as to preclude every hope
of the wound not proving mortal.

The thot - brought the General imme-
diately to the ground; but fo far was he
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from expreffing the flighteft concern foi
~himfelf, or evincing fymptoms of the cx-
cruciating agony he muft have fuftained,
that I am pofitively affured he furveycd his
wound with rather a fmiling countenance,
and with the greateft coolnefs and com-
pofure obferved, that he was fenfible all
aid would be ufelefs ; defiring the officet
who protfered his affiftance to go imme-
diately and inform General Hope of the
circumftance, on whoimn the command
now devolved, Sir David Baird having
been previoufly wounded, and reluétantly
compelled to leave the field. 1 cannot
forbear in this place mentioning a trait in
the conduét of Lieutenant-general Baird,
which, in my opinion, refle¢ts great ho-
nour on his charater as a foldier, and on

his feelings as a man. Having been

wounded (as before ftated) in the upper
part of his arm, profeffional affiftance was
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immediately tendered, when hearing that
the Commander in Chief was alfo wound-
ed, he infifted on the furgeon’s immedi-
ately leaving him, and going to Sir John
Moore ; and he himfelf was taken on
board the Ville de Paris, where his arm
was amputated near the focket by the fur-
geon of that fhip. Six foldicrs, with
tearful eyes, and forrowing hearts, con-
veyed their beloved Commander from the
field of battle, in a blanket, to his quarters
at Corunna ; on the way to which he
anxioufly inquired if the enemy had been
compclled to retire : being anfwered in
the affirmative, he faid, ¢ then I am per-
feétly happy, and my life or death is of no
confequence whatever,” or words to the
fame effe@. From the neceflity there was
of proceeding with the utmoft caution and
gentlenefs, the foldiers were near an hour

in conveying the General to 'his quarters,
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during which he fpoke very little, and
fcarcely uttered a groan. The fhort pe-
riod that this gallant foldier continued an
inhabitant of tAss world, after he arrived
at his quarters was pafled in giving ditce-
tions as to the difpofal of his papers, and
exprefling his wifthes relative to the
future profpetts of thofe officers of his
{taff and friends to whom he was particu-
larly attached. Hc exprefled himfelf
cxtremely folicitous that his country
thould approve of the cndeavours he had
exerted to promote her interefts, and de-
clared he had ever ferved with zeal and
fidelity, and died in the manner he had al-
ways been defirous of. After this he fpoke
of family concerns, particularly as to what
related to his mother ; but at this period
his fpeech falteriug confiderably, he was
obliged to defift. Sir John thanked his
medical afliftants in very kind terms for
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their carc and attention ; and after taking
an affe¢ting farcwel of his Aid-de-Camps,
and the mourning friends by whom he
was furrounded, his manly foul winged
its flight to amother and a better world,
clcaping from its fragile tenement of
mortality without one convulfive ftruggle,
about twelve o’ciock on the night of the
16th of January.

Between the period of our arrival and
the z5th, near two hundred fail of tran-
{ports came in, but owing to the heavy
gales that prevailed, the fick and wounded
were not immediately fent on thoie; this,
however, took place as foon as pofiible,
and the fcene that prefented itfelf was
truly diftreffing, though I muft remark
that moft of the defcriptions that I have
met with have been greatly exaggerated.
It is but paying a juft tribute to the ditin-
terefted humanity of the inhabitants of

F
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Plymouth, to ftate that nothing could pof-
fibly exceed their anxiety and exertions to
afford every affiftance in their power to-
wards the accommodation of the {ick and
wounded officers and foldiers, and to allc-
viate their {ufferings; and the Mayor¥*
and Corporation took the lead in thefe
laudable endeavours, in a manner highly
creditable to them 1n their official and in-
dividual capacities.

A tranfcript of the rcturn of the fick

and wounded rececived on board the Al-

* William Langmoad, Fsq.

t I am personally indebted to the attentian of Mr. Cleather
and Mr. Dunsterville, of the Corporate Body, who at my re-
quest were so Kind as to procure the attendance of a Physician
(Dr. Remmett) on Assistant-Surgeon Campbell, of the Royal
Artillery, for whom I wasparticularly intcrested ; and who, by
the care and skill of that Gentteman, recovered from a very

dangerous typhus fever.
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fred, on which I took my paffage, will
perhaps afford a more accurate idea of the
ftate of the troops in general on their re-
turn from Spain than any defcription of
mine, and I therefore fubjoin a return of
the number of fick and wounded officers,
non-commiflioned officers, and privates,
received on board the tranfport No. 309,

at Corunna, January 18, 1809 :—

Regiments. Nunber.

18th Light Dragoons. .....c...cc...... 2
Guards. - o e ciiacaaan e 39
20, or Queen’s....p.n-.. feecsacemacana 1
4th Regiment of Infantry.............. t

SU DitlOe e i e i aincaenne- 1
Oh DIt < e cee i ceecacaaaaans 43
L 1 1
P0Lh Dittoo oo eoe e ciae .. cemnaeen 2
PET 19 ) 111 7 P sraesese 15
56th Ditto ceeveencnnn.. yemean ccrenen-a 18
A20 Ditlo v ccccnanan- ceeneanancnne e 8
43d Ditto. .. ..... canacne enemmencan remew 82
S50thDjtto - caeennana... emmmmecanna veee 2
Ly T VT R

F3
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Regiments. Number,

52d Regiment of Infantry ....coacceiaai 1

56th Ditto ... .. R veemmenann 24
718t DittO v eeennne-. ceeeeean cereeanene 1
76th Ditto......-.............,..;.... 5
S1St DILEO < menyemememmammmas ceaeenns 2
Purveyor's Clerke. ... T
257

_—

Nf the above were ill of

Dysentery (......... nesesevraeuns ... 08

| 3 s S 11

Wounded. ........ eeeeecenrnatanaacas 36

Trifling complaints .....c..cac il 20
Convalescents. .. conuuncacnnnnnn weaann .« 1

257

+ *0Officers who were passenTers . ........... 3

* These three -officers got into a boat with the intention of
Joining the transport on which their corps wis embarked.—
After rowing about a considerable time withont success, the
boat became so lcaky as to be in danger of sinking, and they
‘therefore were received on board the Alfred. These Gentlemen

were Captain Kelly, Adjutaut Jennings, and Assistant-Surgeon

Reid, 51st regiment.
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Brought forward...... cmsssesccanvennas 260
Servants to attend the sick and wounded

Officers. conriicinncectcncacnncnanne 5
Medical officers « cavawannaaanaaaaas veew 3
WOINEIH aeececaneccccacecrsaceaanaeans 2)
Making a total of. ccaniiiall. mavensa 238

Who were received on board on account of his Majesty's service,

It has been with a confiderable degree
of regret, that fince my arrival in this
country I have heard a variety of reports
in circulation relative to the events attend-
ing the expedition to Spain, and particu-
larly of the circumftances that occurred
during the retreat of the army to Co-
runna, which have not only been very
different from the truth, but in many in-
ftances totally devoid of foundation.—
Amongft other things, it has been afferted
that great numbers of the foldiers compof-
ing his Majefty’s German Legion had

deferted to the enemy; but in common

F3
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juftice to this excellent and (feferviug
body, I muft declare, that whilft I was on
the Continent I never heard of any fuch
circumftance having taken place; on the
contrary, every officer with whom I have
converfed refpe€ting the King’s German
Legion (and they have been many), has
affured me that they behaved on every
occafion with the difcipline, fidelity, and
bravery, which are the characteriftics of
good foldiers.®

It gives me great pleafure to have it in

my power thus publicly to contradiét a re-

# The third regiment of German Dragoons were part of the
troops composing the picquet, in the gallant affair in whicls
Major-general Stewart acquired such well-merited reputation,
by the defeat of a large body of French Imperial Guards, and
taking prisoner their Commiander, General Lefebyre.
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port, which could alone have originated in
motives the moft bafe and malignant.

Refpecting the death of the late Ma}or-
general Anftruther, feveral contradictory
ftories having been circulated, the follow-
ing account, as I received it from a Gen-
tleman of the higheft refpeftability and
unimpeachable veracity, may be relied on
as correct; and as it may afford a melan-
choly fatisfaction to his furviving friends,
I hope the introduétion of it will not be
decmed improper :—

General Anftruther died of an inflam-
mation of his lungs, brought on by ex-
polure to the extreme inclemency of the
weather, and remaining long in wet
clothes.

The gallant General negleéting to ufe
the precautions and remedies his fituation
required, continued his praifeworthy exer-

tions to the very laft, and did not give up
F4
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till his complaint had reduced him to 2
ftate evincing his approaching diffolution,
when he became unable to mount his horfe,
and was then placed in a carriage and con-
veyed to his quarters, where he expired
the next day, univerfally regretted.

The Spaniards, too, have been accufed
not only of apathy and indiffercnce to-
wards the caufe of their nightful Sove-
reign, but of abtolute hoftility towards our
troops, particularly the inhabitants of *Bc-
nevente, Toro, Aftorga, and Villa Fran-
¢a, &c.  Lhave in a preceding part of this
letter adverted to petty difputes which oc-
eafionally took place between the Britifh

foldiers and the inhabitants of fome of

* I did not personall; visit either of the two places first

mentioned.
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the towns through which I pafied, but
they were by no means of « {erious naturc,
or deferving of the appellations with wliich
they have been branded.

It is undeniable, that on many occa-
fions, where provifions and other nccefla-
ries were expected to have been checrfully
and abundantly {upplied by the inhabit-
ants of towns through which the Brtifh
troops marched, that little or nonc could
be obtained on any terms whatever. This,
however, did not originate, as has been
erroneoufly afferted, in any diflike of the
Spaniards to the Englith, but mercly from
the extreme diftrefs in which they were
themfelves involved. Great numbers of
the cattle had been driven to the moun-
tains for fecurity againft the rapacity of
the French; and their ftores of other pro-
vifions were almoft exhaufted by fupplics

for their countrymen in arms; and as
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the operations in agriculture were in &
great mecafurc fufpended, they had a difs
mal profpect to look forward to for future
exigencies ; thefe circumftances of courfe
rendered thefe poor unfortunate perfons
(expofed to all thc calamities of a refi-
dencc on the thcatre of war, of which an
adequate 1dca can {carcely be formed by
any onc but an eye-witnefs), relutant to
part with the flender pittance in their pof-
feffion.

To the above may be added, that the
unexpected retreat of the Britith army in-
creafed all their apprehenflons in an emi-
nent degree, whiltt its fudden appearance
in their towns precluded the poffibility of
the inhabitants {upplying themfelves from
the adjacent country with the articles re-
quired. The total ignorance of the Spa-
nifh language on the part of the Englith

foldiers, and wice f.w/ff, alfo occafioned
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mutual mifunderftandings, which were in
a few inftances attended with difagrecable
confequences.  Another caufe why the
expeltatious of the Britith army as to re-
ceiving requifite accommodations and af-
fiftance from the inhabitants were fo
frequently difappointed, was the immenfe
numbers of their fick and wounded coun-
trymen, who werc flocking from the feats
of war in the different quarters of the
kingdom towards their refpcflive homes,
with whom the towns werc continually
crowded. The fituation and wretched
appcarance of thefe unfortunate people
were truly pitiable ; thofc unable to walk
were conveyed on cars, whillt others
throngh hunger, ficknefs, and fatiguc,
{carcely able to crawl, were compelled to
make their way on foot, almoft naked,
and generally without fhoes or ftockings.
Even in the Spanith hofpitals and other
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places fet apart for the reception of the
fick and wounded, the unhappy patients
were nearly deftitute of every requifite to
fuflain exificnce, not to fay of tiic conve-
niencies and comforts neceffary for their
condition.  Some judgment may be
formed of their diftrefles, from the cir-
cumftance of one poor man, who,
according to the Interpretation of my
native fervant, aflerted that he had been
fourteen days withcut any other fafte-
nance than a little bad wine, and fome-
times a fmall quantity of broth made of
vegetables and oil: indeed, hus appearance
fully eftablithed the veracity ot his ftate-
ment.

In many inflances the Britifh foldiers,
with that liberality, fecling, and generofity,
which are cqually their charalleriftics as
fpirit, intrepidity, and courage, would
fhare with thefe miferable objects their
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own fcanty pittances, the deprivation of
which they muft have felt moft feverely.

Imet a great number of fick and wounded
Spaniards on my journey from Corunna,
particularly between Lugo and Villa
Franca, efcorted by armed mecn, fcarcely
in a better condition than thofe under
their care. The officers and men exhi-
bited fimilar appearances of wretchednefs
and intenfe fatigue; and the whole ad-
vanced at a rate of not more, on an aver-
age, than a mile an hour.*  Should this
ftatcment require confirmation, 1 can,

with confidence, appeal to almoft every

* Some of these men on being asked what was the matter
with them, replied: ¢ Muchas Fufermos tango hambre, tango
mucha sed,” which is in English, ¢ very sick, very hungry,
and very dry.” And on giving them a picce of bread, they
expressed themselves thus: ¢ I thank you for it, and may you

Jive many years!”
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officer of the Britith Army, moft of whom
muft have witnefled fimilar fcenes during.
their fervice in Spain.

As 1 have often mentioned the great
ufe made of the cars drawn by oxen, a
thort defcription of them may not be con-
fidered uninterefting. A more'intonve-
nicnt, il conftruéted, clumfy, carriage,
cannot be well conceived. The body of
the carriage 1s merely a platform of rough
boards, which 1s placed on two wheels,
rather lower than the front ones of an
Englith waggon, compofed of pieces of
timber, pinned together, and fecured by
others nailed acrofs ;—thefe do not revolve
dn the axle-tree, but are faftened to it,
the whole of which turns in grooves
fometimes fecured with iron. The pole
pafling between the oxeu, is faftened to a
yoke bound to their horns, {o that the
poor animals draw by the head, or rather
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it may be faid, that they puth the ma-
chine forwards.

The thocking inconvenience of fuch a
jolting conveyance for fick and wounded
perfons may be cafily conceived ; added to
which, the noife they make is the moft
difagreeable poffible, the revolution of the
axletrees producing a kind of humming,
monotonous found, fomething fimilar to
the drone of a bagpipe, which may be
heard at the diftance of a mile, or up-
wards.

Having accompanied the efcort who
were in charge of the money for the ufe of
the army from Corunna to Aftorga, I had
opportunitics of obferving the method
adopted for the tranfportation of the
military equipage, and which, in my
humble opinion, in a great meafure ac-
counts for the lofs that was fuftained, as
nothing could be worfe calculated to faci-
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iitate dupatch.  In making this obfcrv?‘zg-
tion, I am far from intending to attach
the flighteft imputation of neglet on any
Gentleman of the Commiffariat Depart-
ment, as I am fenfible they had uncommon
difficultics to encounter in the difcharge
of their official duties, and indeed 1 do not
feel myfelf competent to decide.

I have ncverthelefs heard, from un-
doubted authority, that this department of
the public fervice, fo material to the fuc-
cefsful operations of an army, is con-
dufted on a much fuperior plan by the
French, and it certainly can be no difgrace
to profit cven by the example of an

cnemy
Fas st ab IToste docere.

.

Notwithftandingtheir bigotryand hatred
of herctics ufually afcribed to the Roman
Catholic priefts, I with pleafure obferved
that thefe perfons on all occafions appcared
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extremely anxious to do every thing in
their power to promote the comfort, and
contribute to the accommodation of the
fick and wounded of the Britith army.—
Many Englifh ofticers were greatly in-
debted to the hofpitality and kindnels of
Spanith monks and friars, who (though by
no means in poflctliion of an abundauce of
the good thingsof this lifc) were emulous
to fhare their ftores with the diftrefied.

An inftance of goodnefs and humanity
in onc of thefe clerical gentlemen, which
I am about to relate, will place the fenti-
ments and conduct of this clafs of men n
the moft favourable point of view. My
fervant being extremely ill, I procured
him admiffion into a room which was oc-
cupied by an Englith ferjeant and his
family at Lugo; but having neither bed-
ding or covering, a benevolent monk

inftantly offered to fupply him with his

G
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own, which he accordingly brought from
his cell.

T am fenfible that what 1 have aflerted
on this fubjeét 1s i direét oppofition to
the ftatements furnifhed by many Bniifh
officers fince their return from Corunna,
who have indifcriminately accufed the in.
habitants of the peninfula of cvery deno-
minatiou, clafs, and proteflion, as having
exhibited the moft perfect apathy and in-
dilference, not only to the phyiical wants
of the Englith troops, but towards the
caufc in fupport of which they wifited
their country as difinterefted and gencerous
allies.  But may it not be fairly prefumed,
that feveral of thefe officers rather with-
drew from, than put themfclves in the
way of receiving or witneffing thofe kind-
unefles and attentions that others liberally
partook of, and from the reports alone

of fome who perhaps might have indivi-
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dual caufe of complaint, have taken occa-
fion to mclude the whole Spanith nation
as deferving of the rceproach which i
juftice fhould only attach to a few.

Indeed, the manners, cuftoms, and
mode of living 1n Spain are to widely dif-
ferent from thole of Lngland, that every
candid and liveral-minded perfon thould
make great allowances for thefe circum-
{tances, 1 forming an cfhmate ot the
fentiments and difpotition of the inhabit-
ants, more efpecially at a period during
which they were expofed to fuch alterna-
tions and viciffitudes, privations, and dif-
trefles, as might rationally be prefumed to
have a material influence on the natural
bias of their temper, wlich has ever been
allowed to be “ noble, generous, and hu-
mane.”

Englithmen are fo accuftomed to the
enjoyment of every comfort and accommo-

¢ 2
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dation in their own country, that they feel
more {cufibly than the inhabitants of other
nations the difficultics and inconveniencies
to which they are under the neccflity of
tubmitting in their vifits to the Continent.
There is no country in Ilurope perhaps {o
well calculated to conquer Britith preju-
dices as Spain, the hardfhips and priva-
tions the traveller muft fuftain, in a thort
period, inuring him to the patient endur-
ance of what cannot poffibly be avoided.
The paflados or inns, except a few in the
principal towns, arc, generally {peaking,
little better than Lovels, affording thel-
ter from the inclemency of the weather,
but fcarcely any thing clfe. The beds
arc commonly nothing more than heaps
of ftraw, ufually well ftocked with inha-
bitants of a fable hue; and in lieu of
thects, blankets, and quilt, the traveller

muft depend on his own cloak or cloth-
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ing for covering during the period of his
repofe.®

Asto their cookery, nothing can pofhi-
Bly be morc difgufting to an Englith pa-
late, moft of their favourite dithes being
featoned with articles, amongft which,

garlic and rancid oil generally compote

# The difference of travelling post in Spam and in England,
is very strikine, and I caunot hul fecl surprized, that the
Spamards, who are naturally extremely infelligent and acute,
should not have profited by the inventions of their neighbours
in this particular. The Post Carriages are exactly similar, at
this period. to these described by the ingenious Author of Gil
Blas; clumsy and inconvenient.  They have only two wheels,
and have some rescmblance to an old-fashioned English one-
horse chaise, with curtains in front. Mules are generally used
for drawing these carriages. In one particular, the Spanish
posting possesses a decided preference to that in England, as
there is no possibility of the traveller being imposed upon.
The rates are fixed by the Government, and heavy penaltice
anncxed to a deviation from them.

G 3
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the principal ingredients. Cuftom, how-
cever, cafily reconciles thele matters to a
perfon poficfled of a common portion of
cnergy and fortitude of mind, and he is
amply recompenced by the intercfting and
fublime {cenes which the traverfe of any
part of the peninfula affords him nu-
merous opportunities of contemplating.

Immenie bodies of armed men march-
ing through the country in every direétion,
and the glorious and important ftroggle m
which they are engaged, for the preferva-
tion of cyery thing that 1s or ought to be
dear to humantty, at the prefent momen-
tous ara, renders Spaln an object pecu-
liarly interetting.

Every {ympathizing mind muft fecl
fenfibly hurt that their exertions in oppof-
ing the lawlefs and urprecedented preten-
fions of an overbearing and infatiable ty-
rant have hitherto been unfuccefsful ; but
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ftill hopes of ultimate fuccefs thould neve;
be abandoned, whilft theie exifls a caufe
which, as founded in juftice, and having
freedom for 1is objeét, never fhould be
confidered as delperate.  Many people in
this country arc of opinion that the ani-
mation and a:dour ftated to 2xift amongft
the Spaniards on behalf of their legitimate
{fovercign, 15 werely imaginary, afd only
to be found i tire higher claffcs of fociety ,
and indeed 1t 15 certain that nothing could
be more artful and judicious than the
means adopted by Bonaparte to reconcile
the lower orders to the change of govern-
ment he propofed.  The abolition of the
inquifition,feudal rights, and unequal tax-
ation, were the rewards he offered to the
community at large for their fubmiffion to
the authority of Jofeph Napoleon ; and
therefore it is by no means furprifing that
fome of the common people, who feldomn

G4
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reafon upon circumftances but as they im-
mediately affett themfelves, {hould be in-
duced to look with indifference upon the
operations of the Corfican utuiper.® 1
am, however, inclined to bclieve that
nine-tenths of the Spaniards are ftill loyal
to the unfortunatc Houfe of Bourbon;
and out of forty provinces of which the
kingdom of Spain 15 compofed, no more
than threce have been accufed of luke-
warmnefs in the caufe of Ferdinand the
Seventh. As this may be confidered as
the true ftate of the cafe, it may be fairly

mferred that the caufe of patriotifin in

* ¢ A ruffian, who unites with the treachery, dissimulation,
remorscless cruelty, wsatiale rapacity, and ungot ernable ambi-
tion of a Tiberivs, the meanness of a pickpocket, and the cun-

ning of a sharper.”
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Spain is not yet wholly defperate, and
therefore it is to be hoped that the further
zealous co-operation of the Britith Go-
vernment will not be withheld, in con-
fequence of the temporary advantages
that have recently been gained by the Gal-
lic defpot.

There cannot poflibly be more than one
fentiment, as to the neceflity and advan-
tage of refcuing Spain from the grafp of
her fanguinary ambitious uturper 5 the juf-
tice of the meafure 1s unqueftionable.
Not only the national honour fo folemnly
pledged by our Gracious Sovcreign and
the Parliament, and the lympathy which
the unmerited fufferings of the Spanith
people muft naturally excite in every hu-
mane heart, but cven our zmsereff muft
encourage us to a perfeverance in the
moft vigourous efforts to affift them. That

our 1intereft 15 conccrned in perfcvering to
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lend the Spaniards all the aid in our
power, there can be no doubt of, for thould
Bonaparte fuccced in his defigns of fubju-
gating all the continent of Europe, the
invafion of Britain would certainly be
the ncxt objeét of his ambition. Although
our infular fituation, and other incidental
circumf{tances, have hitherto preferved us
from the wvifitation of war, and its conco-
mitant calamitics, it is {till within the
verge of poffibility that fuch an cventmay
happen.  Many perfons who are averfe to
our fending another armament te Spain,
affert that an wvafion of this country
will ever be impoflible, from the fuperi-
ority and vigilance of the Britith Navy;
but others, more refleéting, entertain a dif-
ferent opinion. Should Bonapartc fuc-
ceed in his defigns on Spain and Portugal,
he will then become unqueftionably, and
bfolutely, the Arbiter of the deftinies of
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the Continent, and all its mmenle re-
fources will become under fits uhmediate
direttion.

He will then be mafter of the populic-
von of Spaiy, Portvosl, Germany, lalv,
and Rutha, and in that cale would, doubt-
lets, collect all the fhipping of thofe
countires. to tmmp()lt his troops, and
make uvle of their refources towards pro-
moting his views of’ eventually wreaking
his vongenee ~oundt Great Britamn, the
onlv reputaio ;e nry of Do ondonee
and frecdein, Fies s e oy fary
that any thung 1T omay heve wduaresd,
thould be confloicd it o with of inenl-
cating fentimaords of a leomy or defrond-
ing naturc; o far drem it, I oicel the
fulleft conviétion in my vwin mind, that
thould fuch an event fake place, the ox-
pedition would end in difgrace and defzat

on the part of the enemy, but {lill the
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mifery, devaitation, and diforder, that 1€
would neceflarily occalion, are heartily to be
deprecated, and feduleufly guarded againdt.
It has been faid by a writer of 1wme cele-
brity, in a rccent pubication, that the
calamitous occurrence of the invafion of
this country, muft {ooncr or later take
place, thouid the encmy become uncon-
trouled mafter of the Continent, by the
conqueft of Spain.  Admitting this to be
a falt, we muft confequently fix our car-
peft attention on thc occurrences of that
country, and however alarming or unpro-
mifing may be the prefent afpect of its
affairs, the ftronger inducement has the
Englifh nation to increafc its excrtions
towards fecuring the independence for
which it ftruggles.

The advantage of fizhting the commof
enemy on any other ground than our own,

is too obvious to requirc pointing out,
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and therefore, although honour and the
fatisfaction derived from the coniciouinefs
of being engaged in the glorious cllort of
refcuing juthice and mnocence trom the
ferocious fungs of villainy and bppreﬂion,
fhould be put out of the queftion, the im-
perions duty of felf-prefervation demands
a punétual and fcrupulous adherence to
the cngagements which have been cn-
tered into with the Patriots of Spaim.

In trath, the fate of England appears to
be na great meature implicated with that
of Spain, and thercfore our afliftance
thould be correfpondent with the convie-
tion. Clothes, arms, and money, muft
be plentifully fupplied to them, and no-
thing withheld whicl. can ‘n any degrec
encourage their bopes, or excite their per-
feverance, under the arduous difficulties
with which they have to contend. To

the lupport of the Britith Government
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alone can the patiotic wbabrtants of Spain
took with confidence for thie ultimate fuc-
ceis of the caule for which they are
fighting ; and notwithttanding u.e checks
and difafters they have recently fuftcined,
there s little reaton to doubt of dheir
perfeverance thonld that not be withheld
for their real character 15, thev are faithful
to their cngagements, conftant in their
purfuits, and poflctiing a {enfc ot honour
bordcring on romantic.

The rewrcat of the Brtifh army, the
folles it unavoldably fuftained, and the
fubfequent  cmbarkation at  Corunna,
whicly have Leen more particularly the
[ubje¢ts of this letter, have been confi-
deved by {fome people who are accuftomed
to dwell on the gloomy fide of the prof-
pcét, as decifive and convincing proofs of
the inutility of endeavouring to render far-

ther afliftance to the Spaniards, by fending
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troops to that country; but fo far from
this, 1 trufc the obfervations already made
on the fentiments and difpofition of the
maiority of the Spanifh nation, will efta-

blifh the contrary fact.*

* 1 erder to form a correct idea of the ietreat, it may not be
amiss 1o state nol only the distances, and the names of the vil-
lages and towns the British army passed through, bul Lo give

a4 complete 1oute froin Madrid to Corunna, vz,

Leogues,
trom Madvd to Abulagas - 2
To ] Puente . X o
Galapagur - . oL
Guadwiama - - 3
San Raflael . - ax
Villacastin - - 3
Labajus - - - 2
Adanero - . 2
Arrevalo . . 3
Atlaquines - R
Medina del Campo - 3

Carried over 2%
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Indeed the performance of the arduous

and unprecedented fevere fervice in which

League ..
Brought over - - 28
To Rueda - - - 2
Tordesillas - - 2
Yega - - - 2
Villor de T'rades - - 3
Villalpando - - 4
San Fsteban - - o
Benevente - - 2
fuente de Ia Bisava - 3
{2 Beneza - 4
Astorga - - 31
Manzanal - - 32
Bembibre - - 2%
Cubillos - - - 2f
Villa Franca - 3
Ruitalar - - 4
La Venta de Noceda - 3%
Becerrea - - 3
Sobrado - - 3
Lugo - - - 3

B

Carried forward . $4
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the army was engaged in Spain, muft in.
fpire the firmett conviction, that Great Bri-
tain yet poflefles the power of arrething the
carcer of Buonaparte betore he arrives at
the acmd of his ambitious defigns Oir the
complete {ubjugation of the Coutinent of
Europe.  T'he tinal aftion in tae wigh-
bouthood of Corunna certainly may be
confidered as the moft honourabie ditplay

of the intrepudity, valour, and difcipline of

1eaguc.
Brought forward . Sk
Valdomar - - 3
Guiliriz - - 3
Monte Salguero - - 2
Belanzos - - o
Corunna - - 3

———

Total distance {rom Madrid to Corunna Y3}

3
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the Britith troops; and from the ine-
quality of numbers with whom they were
engaged, it may with the greateft pro-
pricty be clafied with the victos~s obtained
over the French in former days on their
own plains of Crefly and Agincourt.

After fuch an cxample as this cvent has
atforded to the world at large, and the
umpreffive leflon it has given to the Em-
peror of the French in particular, {urely
no truc Briton can rccommend a relaxa-
tion of the exertions on the part of the
Englith Government ; or, 1n confequence
of the cnemy’s fuperiority of numbers,
fecl defirous of adopting a cautious line of
conduét, which will not only tarmifh the
laurels we have gained, but caft a mortal
damp on the hopces, and deprefs the cner-
gics of our noble, brave, though unfortu-
nate and ill-treated allies.

In the different parts of a kingdom {o
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extenfive as that of Spain, it is natural to
magine that a ditterence of political fen-
timent mutt prevail s and it 13 an admitred
ta¢t that the babitants of the nerthern
portion of the peninfula never Lnve been
confidered as capabl- of L male tuch
good foldiers, or to he canals wiapted to
the performance of military dutics as their
countrymen in the touth,

The mofl warlike and the moft popu
lous provinces of Spain, arc faid to be
thofe of Andalufia, Valencia, Catalonia,
and Arragon, and therctore, it might per-
haps be the moft judicious policy to fur-
nifh them with more abundant fupplies
of men, money, and warlike ftores, than
thofe of the north, In thefe provinces it
is ftated they require only arms and am-
munition to render the whole of their
inhabitants (not incapacitated by age or

m2
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fured from unquettionable authority, that
the pirit, or rather fury, which prevails
againft the French amongtt ¢verv rank
cxceeds all defeription. 1t is thercfore
prefumable, if the people were properly
led on, and their refources properly di-
reéted and augmented by fuccours from
Fagland, that they would be finally ena-
bled fuccetsfully to rehGft their invaders,
The advantages hitherto gained by the
cnemy over the Spaniards have i a great
meafure heen occafioned by the treachery
of fome of their leaders, and ferve to
prove that they bave not been  beaten
from a deficicncy of courage, but betrayed
rather than conqueicd.  The firmnefs
aa patriotifm: difplayed by the Supreme
Junta of the kiagdem, though compelled
to quit the capital, as deciared in the pro-

clamation they publithed on their arrival
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at Seville, affords a noble proof that therc

{till exifts an encrgy and ardour in the

rovernment

-~

botoms of the members of

6]

worthy of the character the Spanith na-
tion has fo long fuftained, for incor-
waptible and heroie loyalty toits {ove-

reions. ¥

£ o In the fortunes of war tsay the Junta) have compelind us
to quit the cenlie of the Mngcom, and to seel a pomt irom
whenee, ackualed by a spuit of cotaobrmag we wey wive the
momatchy. and givea new anpatdee To the comneen deferae ;s
for the salvation of the conntey, aad s -ader o ansver the
confidence of the Spanish iriion- Lo Cral the door s of Hose
provinees whieh have suooied o the Cential Jim 2 tae oeces-
sily of rvetiring to a plere I wad vo a8 the only bty of pre-
serving unton, avoiding anarehy, wnd perlecting the greal work
of liberly, we hive endeavoured Lo avoul the hiow 2iued
against us by the profoand subtiliy ol ke tyeani: of o co-
deavours are incessant m establishing the baswis of subordin-
tion, and the unity of the Government; if not seching iben

owa interest or glory, then, as the generous people of spamn

H 3
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Werc it poffible for cighty or one hun-
dred thoufand Britith troops to be fent into
thar part of the peninfula wherein the
[pirit of patriotitm is of the nigheft and
moft decided charaéter, under the com-
mand of generals poflefled of equal abi-
lities, {pirit, and perfeverance, o cmi-

nently diftinguithing the late lamented

have sworn not to sursive their hiberties, but treely to follow
the mmpulse of government. the Supeme Junta will never
value therr own exstence any longer than it can be useful to
the nation, which has made 1t the depository of their sove-
reignty. ‘The Supreme Junta have sworn that they will perish
rather than abandon or Jeave their duties unaccomplished, if
the fate of our arms should be adverse : if Providence has re-
sohved iuals inscrutable decrees Lo externiinale the Spanish na-
tion, still Jet the mhabitants of Seville, and the resl of their
countrymen preserve thew banguillity 5 let them be assured
that their representatives, while there remains a foot of ground

yiclding obcdicoce to our lord and hing, to the laws of ovr



119

hero of Corunna,™ or the conqueror of the
newly-digniticd Puc /L Abrantes, the fue-

cefls of the caule in winch its loval inha-

country, and to the boly 1chgion of aur fovelothers not one of
us will ever bow 19 Hhe voise of the dospol

* Notwithstanding ihe offical dhispateh of the gallant Ceneral
who succeeded to the command of the army i ~pan (which
has justly been considered a wmaster-uece o rilitary ar-
rangement and percpicuily ). moconseauence of the death of
Sir John Moore, and the wount of “ir David RBard, has so
long been before the pubiie, it is presumed the miroduction of
an extract therefrons in this plice will pot he considered inper-
binenl. Indeed, it is mmpossible 1o dwell oo long on a subjeet
so interesling, or to repeat Loo often a publication which re-
flects equal honour on the head and heart of the accomplished
friend and snccessor of the lamented General by whom it is
writlen : .

<« His fall (says General Hope) has deprived me of a valuable
fricud, to whom long esperience of his worth had sincerely at-
tached me.  Butl it s chiefly on public grounds that 1 must
Jament the blow.

« 1t will be the conversalion of escry one who loved or re-

H 4
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bitants arc engaged, would be rendered to

a certainty fuccefstul, and the national

spected his manly chavacter. that alter condochng the army
througt an arduous releeal with consmmnale firmoess, he has
fenmnaded a crreer o distinguished honour, by a death that
has given the encmy additional veason to respeet the name ol a
British soldier.  Like the mmnortal Wolte, he s snatehed from
his country al an cnly period of Tde spent in her serviee 5 liko
Wolfe, his fast moments weae gidded by the prospeet of suecess,
and eneercd by the acclimation of victory 5 ke Wolle, also,
lis memory will for ever temam saered m that country which
ke sincerely toved, and whidh be bad so fathtally served.”

The General Onders to the Armiy wwued by Licotenant-
general Hope are equallv entdled to awdmieation, as the lorego-
ing extracl from iy Leiler to e Bavid Baied 3 and as they
record the particular ments of the Otlivers and Anny during
the service on whieh they weie cmployed e Spain, (annot,

with propriely, he omitled.

GENETVAL ORDERS,
s ALy ety soiu Audacjous, january 13 1800,
© The wreparable loss that has been sustained by the tadl of

the Communider of the Forces. and the severe wound which
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fame, reputation, and profperity, of this

country, placed on a pinnacle of exalted

has removed s avid Bard {rom his station, render it the
duty of Licatenant-general Hope Lo congratulate the Army
upon the sucecsstal result of the action of the 16th.

“0On no occaston has Lhe undamted valour of British troops
ever been more manifes'. AL the termination of a severe and
harassing waeeh, rendered necessury by the superiority of num-
bews which the enemy had acquired, and which had materially
unpaured the efliciency of the troops, many disadvantages were
to he cacountered,

¢ These have all heen surmounted by the troops themsclves,
and the enciny has heen tanght, that whalever advanlages of
position or of numbers he may employ, there is inherent in the
British  flicer aud soldier, a bravery thal knows not how 1o
yield, that no circumstances can appal, and that will insure
yictory when it is Lo be obtamed by the exertion of any human

nicans.,

¢« The Lieutenani-general has thie greatest satisfaction in dis-
tinzuishiog such meritorious services as come within his obser-
yation, or bave been brought to his knowledge.

¢ His achnowledgments are in a manner particular duc to



pre-eminence, unequalled in the annals of
the world.

Major-zeneral Lord William Bentinck and the brigade under
Ins command, consisting of the 4th, 124, and 50th regiments,
and which sostamed the weighl of <the atiack.

¢ Major-general Manmnglion, with his brigade, cousisting
of the Royals, the Cuth, and 8 st regiment, and Major-general
Warde, with the brnigade of Guards, will also be pleased to ac-
cepl his best thanks for their sleady and gallant conduetl during
the action

“T'o Major-general Paget, who, by a judicious movement of
the reserve, effectually contributed to cheek the progiess of 1he
enemy on the right, and to the first hattalions of the >0 and
95th regiments, which were thereby engaged, the greatest
praise is justly due. o

% That part of Major-gencral Leith’s brigade which were cn-
gaged, consisting of the 50th regiment, under the conduel of
the Major-general, also claimis marked approbation.

«The enemy uot having render~d the attack on the left a se-
rious one, did not afford to the troops stationed iu thal quarter,
the opportunity of displaying thal gallantry which must have

made him repent the attempt. The picquets and advanced
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[t is greatly to be lamented, that at the

commenceinent, circumitances which no

posts, hawever, of the hoegade, wnder Major-CGenerals 1hil and
Lean, and Colonel Callm Crawford, condueted  themselves
with determmed resolution, and were ably supporied by the
Ofticers commanding the brigades, and by the troops of which
they are composed,

< It is peculiarly imcumbent on the Lievtenant-general to no-
hee the vigowous atlack made by the 2d batlalion of the 11li
reginient, under the command of Lienlenant-colonel Nicholl,
which diove the enciny out of the villaze on the left, of which
he had for a moment possessed hunselt.

“ The exertions of Lieulenant-Colonel Murray, Quarter-mas-
ter-general, aml the other Officers of the General Staff, during
the action, were unremitied, and deserve every degree of ap-
probalion.

s The illness of Brigadier-gencral Clinton, Adjutant-general,
unfortunately depinved the Army of the benefit of his services.

“ The Liculenant-gencral hopes the lossin point of numbers,
is nol so considerable as might have been eapected. e la-
ments, however, the tall of the gallal soldiers aud valuable

oflicers who hayve suftered.
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human forcfight could prevent, unfortu-

nately placed the conduct of the affairs

¢« He knows that itis impossible, in any language he can use,
to cnhance the esteem, or dimnush the regret, that the army
feels in common with hun for ils late commander.  1lis cu-
reer has been unforhimalely too limited for his country, but
has been suflicienl for his own fame.  Beloved by the Army,
honoured by his Sovereign, and respected by his Country. he
has teuvinated a Dife devoted to her service by a clorious
death, lcaving his name as a memorial, an example, and an
incitement to those who shall follow him in the path of ho
nour ; and it is from his couniry alone, that lus memory can
receive Lhe tribute wlieh is ils due.

The followmg elegant tribute of the illustrivos Commander.
in-Chicf, to the memory of Sir Juhn Moore, by his General

Orders of the 1sL of February, 1s truly deserving of record.

GENERAL ORDERS,

«« The benefits derived to our army from the example of «
distinguished Commander, do no. terminate at his death: his
wvirtues live in the recollection of his associales, and his fame

remains the strongest incentive to great and glorious actions
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of the Spanifh patriots, under the fupcrin-

tendence of the perfons presioufly alluded

< In lhis view, the Commaander-m-Usef, anudst the deep
and imiversal regeet whidh the death of Licatenant-general
Sir John Moore has acensioned, 1ecals to the troops the mli-
tary carcer of that illustrious Ofkicer for then mstruction and
unitation.

¢ Sir John Moore, from Ins youth, embraced the professios
with the feelings and sentiments of a soldier 5 he felt, that a
perfect knowledse, and an exacl performance of the humble
but important duties of a Subaltern Oflicer, are the best
foundations for subsequent militacy fame ; and his ardent
mmd, while 1t looked forwacd Lo the « brlliant achiesements
for which il was formed, applied itself, with eneigy and exem-
plary assiduily, to the duties of that watwon,

< In the school of regnnentatduty, e ohtwacd that correct
knowledge of Ins profession s essential o the propar divection
of the gallant spirit of the voidicrs amd he war eoabled to
establish a charactersstic order and revdaiity of conduct, be-
cause the troops fonud in teir leader a striking example of the
disciphne which he enforeed on others,

“ Jlaving rvisen to command, he signanzed his name in
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to; men who were mcompetent to dif-
charge with propricty the arduous duties
of military command, and to whofc inca-
pacity were added the crimes oi” corrup-
tion and treaion; being biaffed, not by a
fenfe of honowr and patriotitin, but by
avarice, and their own eafe, fafety, and
riches.  Thefe defpicable creatures of in-

triguc and f(avour, however, have been

the West Indies, in Holland, and m Egypt. The unremitiing
attention with which he devoted himself to the dutics of every
branch of his profession, obtained him the confidence of Sir
Ralph Abercromby, and he became the companion in arms of
that illustrious officer, who fell at the head of his viclorious
troops, in an aclion which maintained our national superiority
over he arms of France.

¢ Thus Sir John Moore st an carly period obtained, with
general approbation, that conspicuous station, in which he
glotiously terminated his useful and honourable life.

“In a military character, obtained amidst the dangers of
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unmatked, and expofed to the contempt
and hatred of which they are {o richly
deferving from their injured countrymen :

and we may now with confidence expeét

climate, the privations incident to service, and the sufferingse
of repeated wounds, it is difficnll to sclect any one poinl ag a
preferable subject for praise. it exhibits, however, one feature
so particularly characteristic of the man, and so important o
the best interests of the serviee, that the Commander-in-Chicf
15 pleased to mark it with his pecular approbation,

“ The life of Sir John Moore was spent among the troops.

¢ During the season of repose, his time was devoted lo the
carc and instruction of the Officer and soldier; in war, he
courted scrvice in every quarter of the globe.  Regardless of
personal considerations, he esteeraed that to which his country
called him, the post of honour, and by his undaunted spirit.
and unconquerable perseverance, he poinied the way lo
victory,

« His country, the object of his latest solicitude, will rear

2 wonugwent te his lamented memory; and the Commander
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that the difafters or treachery of a *Cafta-

nos or a § Morla will {foou be countcrba-

in-Chief feels he is payg the best tribule Lo his fame by thus

holding him forth as an example to the ariny.

¢ By order of hus Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chiet,
“ UARRY CALVERT, Adj.-gen

¢ [orse Guards, Feb. 1, 1509,”

* (ieneral O'Neil in his dispaich to the brave Palafoy, giving
an account of what fell under bis ohservation at the battle of
Tuledu, describes Lhe loss of it as attributable to the wiscon-
ducl of Castanos, who was the Conuunnderan-Chief.—-tle aas
also gecused of treachery, and that he sold the event of the
day to Bonaparle. After prawing the conducl ot the other
ofticers, and the different corps under his command, General
O'Neil concluded by observing, that had his Diveion been
supported as he expected by the cenlre of the asmy, the battle
of Tuleda would have terminated most gloriously for Spain,

tThe Lreachery of Don Thomas Morla is too well hnown to

require comment; and his conduct in the surrender of Madrid
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lanced by the fuccefles and patriotifm of a
*Palafox and a Duke de L’Intantado.

in the manner he did, wag most coniemplible. At the moment
he was bargamning away his own honour, and as far as he was
capable, the glory of his country, he capitulated for the pre-
gervation of their places lo those who were in the situation of
public functionaries !

This fellow had the consummate impudence to address a
Lelter to the inhabitunts of Cadiz, in December Jast, exhorting
them to submil to the Corsican Usurper, and another to the
Supreme Junla, in defence of his infamous proseedings, both
of which were consigned to the degradation they deserved.

* The cxtraordinary abilities and bravery of General Paluas
fox are of the most distingnished kind, and the excrtions he
has made for the defence of Saragossa, justly entitles him to
the appellation of an hero.  From 40,000 to 50,000 French,
under the command ol General Moncey recently sat down be-
fore it; and Palatox, by a flag of truce, was offered very
advantagcous terms of capitulation if he would surrcnder, he
returned for answer,  Never can I capitulate or surrender;

alk of that when [ am dead.” Being farther told that all

X
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There are doubtlefs alfo many other noble

Spaniards in pofleflion of equal enthufiafm

Mpain was in the power of the French, and that he could have
120 hope of establishing a commiunication with auy other conn-
try, he replied, «My connmnmucalions are open with every part
of Spain, and with the whole world ! and if they were cut off,
ary hivoneld wonld again vestore them,” e added, that he
was ot in a situatsen Lo apply for a capitulation; < for,” saick
hiey it 1 had only a fifth part of 1he seldiers that T aciually
have, Ishould still vanguish you, as the plains of Arragon, co-
veia] with your bodies, can testily 5 and beiner now at the head

of a numerous and mvineible army, 1 will endeavour to eflect

your tolal exterinalion.

t The Duke de I'Infantado is an illustiions example of un-
skiaken loyalty and attachinenl 1o his sovereizn, having, as well
as the wise and dignified Don Pedro de Cevallos, resisted cvery
attempl of the wsurper at Bayonne to induce him to fake part
in his designs of placing his brother Joseph Napoleon on ihe
throne of Perdinand the Seventh. The Duke is said to be about
20 years of age. He commands a nymerous division ol the

centre of the patrigtic arpsy.
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and ardour which diftinguith thefe greit
and good men, anxioufly awaiting a fa-
vourable opportunity of exerting tnem-
{elves in the cauf: of their country.

Tle arrival in this country of fo dif
tinguithed a churaéter as Don Pedro Ce-
vallos, no lefs eminent as a ftatefman,
than amiable for his unfhaken and incor-
ruptible loyalty and fidclity to his unfortu-
nate legitimate fovereign, 'iu{pires the
moft fanguine hopes that his Britannic
Majefty’s Government is fi// determined
not to relax its cfforts towards alfording
effectual affiftance to the patriotic inha-
bitants of Spain, in the noble and glo-
rious talk of defending the rishts of
their beloved monarch, and aflerting their
liberty and independence againft the
ufurpations of a ferocious and infatiable
individual, who, by the Supreme Junta

12
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of the kingdom, has been appropriatcly
fhgmatized as “ 2he enemy of God and
man.” *

I have infenfibly enlarged this letter far
beyond the limits originally tended ;
and I feel ¢hat I may (perhaps) have been
guilty of too great prefumption, in having
taken the liberty to obtrude my humble
fentiments on the public through the me-
dium of an addrefs to onc of his Majefty’s
Secrctaries of State.—On this point, 1
have only to offcr as an apology, the

affurance that I have becn influenced

* His Bxcellency Don Pedro Cevallos is Knight of the Grand
Cross of the Royal and distinguished Order of Charles the
Third, Lord of the Bedehamber, Privy Counsellor and princi-
pal Secretary of State, and Ambzssador Extraordinary from
the Government of Spain to his Majesty the King of Greal

Britain,
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alonc by a good intention, and the real
and {incere intereft I feel in behalf of the
caufe in which the people of Spain are
engaged ajainft a tyrant, who may with
propricty be termed the fcourge of the
univerfc.

I have the honour to be,

With great refpeét,
My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient

humble Servant,

HENRY MILBURNE.

London,
March 1, 1809.

FPyinted by W. Lewis, Paternoster-rew.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE contents of the following pages
(never intended for the public eye) were
hastily noted down amidst the scenes at-
tempted to be delineated; and the author’s
sufferings from a wound have precluded
him the possibility of afterwards correcting
them.

'T'his candid statement will, it is hoped,
plead for inaccuracies and frivolous inci-
dents; and those persons who are most able
to criticise will no doubt have the liberality
to consider the disadvantages under which this
narrative makes its appearance.

%% The intervening dates omitted
throughout the Journal are those only on
which there occurred neither change of
place nor circumstances.
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JOURNAL

oF

AN OFFICER, &c. &e,

1808. November 19.—Ligrr town to Jjoin
my regiment, which was on the march for
Falmouth, and ordered to halt at Excter
and adjacent places. On the 2lst arrived
at Tiverton, the station of my squadron;
where it remained till the 20th, when,
agrecably to a route received the preceding
evening, we marched as follows:—The
above day to Crediton; 30th, to Oakhamp-
ton; December the 1st, to Launceston; 2d,
to Bodmin; 3d, to Truro; and on the 4th
arrived at Falmouth, and immediately com-
menced embarkation from the quay. We
were soon on board, and sailed out to the
middle of the harbour, to remain at anchor
till further orders. The transport (a ci-dc-
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vant collier ¥) in which it was my lot to be
stowed, was about the dirtiest in the fleet,
from the slovenly and drunken habits of her
master, who, to do him justice, I think ap-
proached nearer to the ursine breed than
any of his floating fraternity. With this
edifying messmate I remnained till the 15th;
when, at scven A. M., a signal for sailing
was hoisted ; and at twelve the whole fleet
got under weigh with a fair wind.  After
clearing land, the Commodore made signal
that the empty ships attached to our convoy
were bound for Vigo, and we for the Tagus.
This was the first official intelligence we re-
ceived of our destination.

17th. —Entercd the Bay of Biscay, going
at the rate of nine knots an hour.

10th, — Towards five p. M. we had te
weather a very severe gale, accompanied
with showers of hail, which drove us vio-
lently, and considcrably damaged our rig-
ging. Towards dusk it rather abated. I'romn

# She was then scarcely sea-worthy ; very soon after sprung
a léak, and was discharged the service as unsafe.
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the darkness and repeated squalls, during
the night we lost our convoy. We, how-
ever, regained it carly in the morning.

20th.— About four p. M. made the Bur-
lings (a cluster of small islands-about forty
miles from the Rock of Lisbon), when sig-
nal was made for lying-to. We there con-
tinued beating about till nest morning. It
blew very hard, attended with an extrcinely
high sca, which made the ship labour so
much that it was impossible to stand, or
even lic in our births without danger of get-
ting our heads broke.  We were rolled trom
side to side with the greatest violence, and
without a moment’s intermission.  This, to-
gether with the continual creaking of the
ship, the stifled state we were in by having
our dead-lights up and being without arir,
added to the effluvia and suffocation of a
smoking chimney, kept us the whole night
in the very essence of miscry.

21st.— At six A. M. we got under sail, and
at twelve came in full view of the Rock of

Lisbon. The villages interspersed on the
' B2
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sides of this grand promontory, with the
serrated summits of the rocks, many of
which were crowned with churches and
towers, form a novel and truly intepesting
scene. About two we entered the Tagus,.
with a steady breeze ; and having passed
the Fort and Castle of St. Julian, the City
of Lisbon opened to our view in all its splen-
dour. 'The day being remarkably fine
heightencd the beautics of the scene, while
the British flect in the fore-ground gave a
finish to the picture. At five came to an-
chor about half a mile from the town, where
we waited for orders.

24th. —At half past four in the afternoon
we began to disembark, and it was dusk
before we marched off. We proceceded to
Belem, a suburb of Lisbon four miles from

the Quay.

When we arrived there it was quite
dark. The confusion and scramble that
ensued in the streets:for forage and provi-
sion, where neither English nor Portuguese
could understand each other, ay be easily
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conceived. The men went to the barracks
at this place, and the officers were served
with billets on private houses; but some
days clapsed betore we could find out the
Dons’on whom our company was to be in-
Jlicted. In the interim, we were forced to
lay down where we could, many officers
taking up their quarters under their horses.

This being Christmas eve, I went at mid-
night to visit the convent of St. Jeronimo.
Although no advocate for the pomp and
ostentation of popish ceremonials, the ser-
vice was performed with so much solem-
nity that it was impossible entirely to with-
hold admiration. The organ was peculiarly
fine, and in very good hands: the friar
who played it evinced the greatest skill in
his performance of the anthems. The ar-
chitecture of the convent is considered a
master-piece of the kind; but being night,
my view was confined to the interior deco-
rations.

28th. —Went to the play at Lisbon. The
theatre is in every respect inferior to those
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of our own metropolis. The entertainments
of the evening consisted of a comedy, which
was performed with a great deal of low buf-
foonery, followed by a ballet. 'The dancers,
both male and female, displayed great
agility and strength of muscle; but of the
materials required to captivate they were cer-
tainly not'in possession; gracefulness was
here very delicient. ‘The scenery was
wretched in the extreme. The most I can
say in favour of the performance must be
bestowed on the orchestra; as the few mu-
sicians who composed it playved with more
attention and expression than our Loudon
fidlers, who emphatically call themselves
professors of music.

20th.—Rode to the grand Aqueduct,
which, with the scenery around, and the
extensive prospect it commands, afforded
ample gratification for the bad roads and
stony hills I had to ascend. The oranges
and lemons hung so conveniently, that I
had only to pluck them when thirsty, with-
out the trouble of dismounting.
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30th. —The army received instructions to
march ; and our first division was ordered to
advance the succeeding morning, on its way
to the frontiers; but this was counter-
manded before night.

31st.—Went to the Italian opera at St.
Carlos, which 1s considered the most fa-
shionable entertaimment in Lisbon. The
house 1s good, but in point of decoration is
wferior to ours. The orchestra depart-
ment, consisting of about forty musicians,
was most ably conducted ; but the singing
was far short of what I had been led to ex-
pect.  The vocal performers displayed no
execution, and, with the exception of two
or three leading characters, were equally
deficient iu tastc and expression. The dis-
ciples of Terpsichore, so far as nature was
concerned, were extremely awkward ; and
though [ allow their dancing to be very
good, yet their thick ancles and robust
limbs rather ‘excited laughter than admira-
tion. But their chef~d’euvre compensated for
all defects: I mean, their style of action in
the ballet, which was graceful and expressive.
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1809. January 2d.—This morning I de-
voted to the inspection of Belem palace,
formerly one of the most splendid royal re-
sidences in Europe. It has been sadly al-
tered within a few months: the French
have not ouly stripped it of everv picture
and ornament at all portable, but mutileted
the very walls, in their rapacious efforts to
rob them of all that was valuable. Only
two inferior rooms, and a small chapel, re-
main n any tolerable repair. A variety of
packages lay scattered about the hall, which
Juxor, in his hurry, had not time to dis-
patch : they chicfly contained precious mar-
bles, and sculpture of most excellent work-
manship. 'Llie Gardens, which are magni-
ficent, aud ornamented by masterly pieces
of statuary, could formerly boast of one of
the finest aviaries. 'The building indeed re-
mains, but its motley-feathered tenantry
(collected from every quarter of the globe)
are nearly extirpated. The greatest havock
was made among them by a puppy named
Beatnaryois (of course one of the Napo-
LEON dynasty), who resided here some time,
and during his stay had the aviary put inre-
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quisition, not to gratify his eye or his ear, but
his gluttonous appetite: his favourite relish
was a canary, and he was every morning,
for his breakfast, served with about a dozen
of these unfortunate finches. It appeared,
however, he had a fellow-feeling for birds of
prey, as the vultures, and the whole of the
falcon tribe, have continued unmolested.
There are also remaining some wild beasts,
which the French secin to have treated with
equal respect.

Oth. — Having procured an interpreter, I,
with a party, crossed the Tagus. We land-
ed in Port Brandon, opposite Belem Castle.
Nearly four miles up the road, there is a
tract of wood, about eight leagues in cir-
cumference, called the King’s Forest. We
had made this excursion for a day’s sport
with the Portuguese game, hearing that
the forest abeunded with red-legged par-
tridges and woodcocks, and knowing that it
formerly was one of the Prince Regent’s fa-
vourite beats when he went for a grande
chasse. 'We, however, found nothing the
whole day but a few rabbits, and returned
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without getting a shot. In the course of
our walk, we passed scveral plants which
had been grubbed up, and discovered many
places where wild boars had lately been.
Notwithstanding our game-bags were emp-
ty, we returned pleased with the excursien,
as the scencry made amends for oar bal
sport.

This wood is entircly composed of ever-
greens and short aromatic shrubs.  The
ground being hilly, vou sometimes, by get-
ting on an eminence, sce over miles of the
forest; but your extensive prospect, being
over a continued region of lirs, is one dark
green, gradually fading, from distance, to a
dim blue.

10th, — Visited the museum at Belem,
which contains au extensive collcction in
natural history. It was principally founded
by the Prince Regent, and has attached to
it an excellent botanic garden. This mu-
seum is divided into two large apartments :
the first contains a valuable collection of
minerals, in which the finest specimens of
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all the Brasilian and other precious stones
are to be found, as well as a great variety
of fossils.  This leads to the second, which
is filled with beasts, birds, insects, and
fishes, in high preservation, with a beautiful
collection of shells *,

11th.—Our regiment reccived orders to
reimbark ; and, on the cvening of the 12th,
marched for that purpose to Lishon; where,
in consequence of being unable to get the
detachment on board, we lay at picquet all
night in a stable.

13th.—At seven in the morning we com-
menced cmbarkation; and it was above
two hours before we were on board, as the
vessel lay far off in the harbour, and our
horses were conveyed to ler in boats.

14th. —The instructions were recalled,
and the Nautilus sent off with dispatches:

* Soon after, all these things were packed up, to be sent
to the Brazils; it being thought that the British were about

to evacuate the country.
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we therefore remained at anchor without
a commodore, and totally ignorant of our
destination.

24th.—Returned on shore, and went with
a large party on an excursion to the Rock
of Lisbon, which is about four leagues be-
yond Belem. Afier being driven in a ca-
léche for necar five hours, at the rate of
Russell's Exeter Fly, we reached the town
of Cintra. — I must not forget to revert to
the neat appearance of the roads we had
passed ; which, with the exception of places
out of repair, were regularly paved like a
street; fenced on both sides with hedges of
the most berautiful geraniums; and sur-
rounded, in every dircction, by what in
England weuld be considered the choicest
exotics.—They are in unison with the para-
dise to which they lead!

- 'To describe the environs of Cintra would
be a task for which I havé unfortunately
neither time nor abilities. The Rock itself
would claim a volume, on the variety of its
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ancient monuments ; and the views around
require the pencil of a first-rate artist.

Having taken some refreshment, and
hired asscs, we proceeded to the Rock. The
structure of the convent of Pina, and the
Moorish castle upon the very pinnacle of
this stupendous beight, add to its scenery
the most terrilic grandenr; and the ser-
rated summits, shooting up like crystals, are
about two thousand four hundred feet,
nearly perpendicular, from the sea. The
ponderous cliffs stand one upon another
with the appearance of every moment fall-
ing; and their broken masses threaten de-
struction to the traveller. An ancient
Moorish castle, constructed on this rock,
has the same awful look; and is so built,
that the walls and towers are carried from
one of these massive stones, sixty yards in
girth, to another. Having surveyed these,
we sallied forth on our Jerusalem poneys to
ascend the Passes, aud to arrive at the con-
vent and castle, —The safety and agility
with which the donkeys climb up the hills
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and scramble through the stones is scarcely
to be credited.

Having performed our tedious and fa-
tiguing ascent, we reached the convent of
Pina, through which we werc conducted
by an old friar, whose venerable look gave
the cloisters additional solemmity. 'This
place is remarkable for its plainness; and
the occupiers, unlike most of their monastic
brethren, seem to have no carthly treasure
to boastof. Wesaw no one but our guide,
although, in the refectory, there were co-
vers Jaid for fourteen.

The Moorish castle next attracted our
attention. Its situation 1s equally romantic
with that of the convent. 'The structure is
rude; but in some of the towers we could
plainly discern the remains of paintings on
the stones. Therc are still, in tolcrable
preservation, a multiplicity of ancient mo-
numents, and many with Inscriptions in
Moorish characters.  We lad scarcely
finished our inspection, when a very thick
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fog came on: indeed we had been some
time in the clouds when first we reached
Pina, as a mist enveloped us before we had
half way ascended the height. We dec-
scended by the same pass, and soon reach-
ed a clear atmosphere. A grand scene then
presented itself in differcut features, the fog
having obscured the greater part of its ma-
jestic eminences. Our view was therefore cir-
cumscribed by orange, lemon, and other fruit-
trees, with which 1its bases were encireled.
Ever-greens of all kinds are secn intersect.
ing the rocks, and shooting from the fissures
to their very summits. Aromatic exhala-
tions from various shrubs, and the foliage
of innumerable vines, are everywhere pre-
sented, and exhibit a vegetation peculiar to
this luxuriant garden of nature.

Having thus agrecably passed our time
till late in the evening, we returned to the
inn, where an cxcellent dinner had been
waiting our arrival. Every thing was
served up in the British style; as Madam
Cavigioli, our landlady, although married
to an Italian, was an Irish woman. The
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landlord and his brother attended us during
dinner, and afterwards amnused us cheerful-
ly with vocal and instrumental music. We
then returned to our beds, which were the
more agreeable from being in the English
fashion.

25th. —Waking early in the morning,
the prospect from the window even ex-
ceeded my expectations; the town of Cin-
tra under our hotel, and the verdure of the
plains fading to an air tint, was one of the
richest sccnes. The clouds gradually un-
capping the distant heights, and leaving
their purple heads, contrasted with the
opening dawn, contributed to the scene
more than sublunary beauties. Our party
soon sallied forth with their sketch-books,
and made the most of this fine opportunity
to collect some landscapes. We passed
orchards where the boughs werc breaking
down with fruit, and the lemons dropping
into the rivulets that flanked the road : we
eatered one grove, which, in many places,
was ancle decp with the frait. that lay
mouldering in the path.
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Having been busily employed for seve-
ral hours, we were compelled to leave this
place without thoroughly exploring its beau-
ties. The hour we had to spare was dédi-
cated to the palace of the PrRINCE REGENT,
iatterly the country residence of JunoT, and
the house where the Convention of Cintra
was signed. The building is modern, and
one of the best constructed in Portugal.
IFrom the front you look through groves
upon the rocks, and the sight is rather con-
tracted ; but the back part brings you to a
sudden descent, and stands so high above
every thing in that direction, as to afford one
of the most extensive prospects in the coun-
try : the sea appears to the left, and the
convent of Maffra far in the back ground
to the right. T

Finding that we had been tempted to
trespass on our time, we hastened to the
inn; ordered the vehicles and mules; and
reluctantly returned ‘to our floating dun-
geons.

25th.—The horses having become sickly
c ,
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from being so long stowed on shipboard,
we were ordered to disembark, and take
up our former quarters, till further instruc-
tions were sent to the Commander in
Chief; and on the 28th the regiment was
all landed,.

February 28th.—Orders were issued for
the army to hold itself in readiness to
march ;—the heavy baggage to Le sent on
board the store-ships ;—and every prepara-
tion to be made for advancing towards the
fronticrs.

March 3d.—Two squadrons of dragoons
were ordered to march on the advance;
but in the evening a countermand arrived.

4th.—The order of the 3d was renewed ;
—and on the 5th, the first and fourth squa-
drons proceeded to Loaires.

The two squadrons of the regiment be-
ing divided into four, each troop branched
off in a different direction, leaving Loaires
for the second and third squadrons, which
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marched in on the 6th, and formed the
head-quarter division. I went to Bucellas,
about a league and a half in front. This
was the advanced post, occupied by about
eighty dragoons and a half-brigade of Ger-
man artillery. On our entering this village,
we found that the Serjeant who had been
sent on for billets had never arrived ; and in
consequence a regular scramble took place.
To complete our difficulties, not a soul in
the place could speak any language but his
own, in which we were altogether deficient.
However, by making signs, with the assist-
ance of a little main force, we put up the men
and horses. We had then to look out for
ourselves, and got into some empty houses
without windows; and having had no break-
fast, commenced an attack on the produce
of the village, which consisted only of
musty eggs, ill-cured bacon, and bad cheese.
.These we washed down with some liquor
called wine, which as vinegar was certainly
good. However, when the natives found
that we most unfashionably paid for things, they
produced seme real Bucellas, which, as a
c2
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summer wine, was excellent.  We drank it
at two vintins (about three-pence) per
quart.

-+ Having noted our arrival, I must revert
to our two days’ march.

. - On entering Loaires, we were well re-
ceived, and tolerably provided for. The
above place stands in a flat, and is consi-
dered unhealthy : its appearance and situa-
tion, however, are pretty; and its soil pro-
duces the finest oranges. Being within two
leagues of Lisbon, it is (unlike most of the
Portuguese villages) supplied with the ne-
cessaries of life, and contains several shops,
with a good caza de comer (or eating-house)
~— which, by the way, was not discovered
till we had made every preparation for cook-
ing our own dinners.

On leaving Loaires half a league, we
came to a neat village, called St. Antonio
de Tojal, where a great part of the houses
surround a large green. This leads to the
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convent and gardens, for which this place
is celebrated.

On departing from Tojal, you ascend
from the valley, and leave a village to the
right, passing between two immense chains
of hills. Within a mile of Bucellas, the
one on the left bears away for Cabeca de
Monta Chique; and the other continues
farther, and takes nearly an opposite direc-
tion; both commanding the low countries,
and forming a very strong position. The
hills on the right are divided from the pass
by a deep ravine, which in the rainy season
is so increased, that the water is forced in
torrents against its rugged sides, and forms a
sort of cascade for several miles.

7th.—A party of us went out with guns,,
accompanied by a priest, who, as far as we
could understand him, promised to shew us
plenty of game. We saw nothing all day
but one hare *, and returned quite fatigued,

* The hares of Portugal are about the size of ours:, their
far is much longer, and in some parts darker: they have a

great deal of white in the fore-quarters. .
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inviting his Reverence to dinner; who so
readily agreed to attack our mutton, that I
suspect he made the shooting party only with
that intention.

11th.—We made a second attempt ; and
hired a bandy-legged fellow, who was con-
sidered the Nimrod of the place, and kept
two hounds. These animals were broken-in
to draw on birds; and though they never
came to a dead point, they gave the shooter
plenty of time to get up. We, however,
had our usual bad sport. Though we found
about twelve brace of partridges, the wea-
ther was so stormy, they were the whole
day on the run, and, in spite of every ma-
nceuvre, we could not even get a snap-shot.
—Our chasse ended in the destruction of a
Portuguese owl, which flew from under a
heap of stones. 'This bird was scarcely big-
ger than a fieldfare : its eyes were iinmensely
large, and of a fine bright yellow : in plu-
mage it nearly resembled our common
brown owl. It ran nearly as fast as a par-
tridge, and flew like a woodpecker.
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In the evening we went out with casting
nets, butall the stream appeared to contain
was a few small fish, like bleak.

April 3d.—The out-posts being relieved,
our division marched into Loaires.

Gth.—The army received orders to com-
mence its march towards Oporto, which
was then occupied by the enemy’s troops
under Marshal Souvr.

7th.—Rode over to Lisbon, to equip my-
self for campaigning. Hurried as I was, I
had resolved not to take my leave of this
place without having seen its greatest curio-
sity. I allude to the inner chapel of St.
Roque’s church, of which I regretted not
having time to make a regular inspection.
‘The richness of it is a true emblem of Ro-
man Catholic pomp. The pillars, from top
to bottom of the chapel, are of lapis lazuli
and amethyst, set, apparently, in fine gold.
One of the altars is composed of amethyst,
alabaster, and coral, combined with the
most valuable minerals that an unlimited
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expence through the world could procure.
There is another, worked 1n a mass of sil-
ver, and carved to represent angels, &c.
‘which the guide informed me cost seven
thousand pounds. The candlesticks belong-
ing to it arc said to be of double that value.
—This temple, instead of common stone, is
paved with the choicest moseic; and three
large Scripture pieces, which struck me as
most valuable and masterly paintings, on my
having a ladder brought, and inspecting
them, prmcd to be entirely composed of
the mosaic work,

It may perhaps be unnccessary to add,
that Mr. Junor had had these packed up,
for the grand receptacle of all plunder. His
interception here must have occasioned ex-
treme disappointment, as the collections for
this church are said to have cost three mil-
lions of crusades.

9th — The regiment commenced its
march, and the head-quarter division ad-
vanced to Sobral. - When the troops entered
this place, the confusion exceeded every
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thing we had before experienced. The
town, which was scarcely large enough to
put up half a regiment, was crammed with
six thousand infantry, in addition to the
staff, and our own two squadrons. The
cavalry officers were left adrift, to lie down
how they could.—A large party of us walked
into a house, where we immediately began
Soraging ; and at last made up so comnfort-
a picnic, that we invited three friends to
dinner. We had scarcely sat down, when
we were invaded by one hundred and fifty
soldiers, who were quartered on the same
house. They were all packed into one room
over our heads, and we were in momentary
expectation of having them through the ceil-
ing. We were, however, soon relieved
from our post of danger, by getting turned
out of the billet. Every one then walked off,
with his victuals in one hand and saddle-
bags in the other, in search of a floor where
he could lie down in peace. I separated
from my companions, and got into the ho-
vel of a poor man; the whole of whose
mansion consisted of two bad rooms, a lit-
tle kitchen, and a pig-stye, joined together
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under so thin a roof that day-light appeared
through in several places.

The troops were directed to remain in
Sobral till further orders, and with a fair
prospect of short commons, as very soon after

their first arrival not a bit of bread was to
be bought.

11th.—A detachment of our regiment
was ordered out to a hamlet called Xam, to
make room for the artillery. I had the for-
tune to be one of those emancipated from
head-quarters, and proceeded to this place.
It was so small it could only contain the
third of a troop; and we were obliged to
have the greater part of the men scattered
ever the country, in straggling huts.

Xam is situated in a green valley. Con-
tiguous to it stands a quinta*, which, of
course, we selected for ourselves and myr-
midons. The man left in charge of the
house, thinking his master’s absence a good
excuse to refuse us admission, would not

* Gentlercan’s country scat,
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give up the keys, till we had recourse to the
never-failing remedy of beginning to storm  his
doors. He then very politely produced them;
and gave us up five rooms and a kitchen,
with a good stable; and conducted us to a
large garden of fruit and vegetables. Our
only difticulty then was, to get at the
crockery ; as we had scarccly any thing to
use, and our deputy host, with the usual em-
braces and palavre of a I’ortuguese, de-
clared he had produced the whole contents
of the house: but, meeting with a large
cupboard, and slipping back the bolt with
a sabre, we discovered two scrvices of
china, with plenty of glass and every thing
requisite, besides sugar, honey, and other
articles of provision,

12th.—When sitting comfortably down
to breakfast, we observed we were too well
off to remain long in these quarters—
though indeed,-at the time, we thought the
army would not advance for ten days. In
a few minutes after, a route came for us to
march at one o'clock in the afternoon. We
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accordingly took leave of out comforts, and
went off to Arneiro.

13th.— Marched to Cadaval and Verm:l-
ha, passing Villa Verda. T'he road bere,
being among broken rocks, is in many
places scarcelv passable. In descending
the heights, the views arc beantiful ; and
on getting into the vaolley, the appearance
of the rear trocps had a pretty effect, from
“the serpentine direction of the passes they
were coming down. On our left was Vi-
miera and Torres Vedras; and to our right
stood a stupendous mountain, which we had
seen for three days.

14th—The army proceeded on the ad-
vance. 'The country in this day’s march
was dreary and barren, and the views,
though very extensive, not so picturesque.
We were struck with the majestic appear-
ance of the buildings, against which we
could plainly discern the bursting of a tre-
mendous surge.—The town of Obidos, with
its ancient Moorish fortifications, had a fine
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effect from the hills by which we eutered
it. The church stood so near the road, we
had just time to dismount and run in: it is
of a hexagonal form, and, though not to be
named after St. Roque’s, contained many
ornaments of considerable value.

Alter descending from the strong position
of Ovidos to a vale, and advancing half a
Jeague, we reached Caldos; where the ar-
my halted, and awaited the arrival of the
Commander in Chief. —Caldos is a very
large town, and was certainly the clcanest
and neatest of any we had then seen in
Portugal. In this place there is a house
with several warm baths, which, I was in-
formed, are similar to those at Harrowgate.
Here is also a temporary amphitheatre, of
many years' standing, which the natives
told me was still used for bull-fights.

16th.—Marched for Alcobaga ; to whicl,
with the exception of a few rough passes
on the sides of hills, we found the road very
good, being sandy, broad, and well calcu-
lated for the march of cavalry. The sce-
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nery around us afforded a pleasing variety.
On our arrival in Alcobaga, the inhabitants
were drawn up on each side of the street,
where men, women, and children, were
shouting with exclamations of joy, and cry-
ing “ viva, viva!” accompanied by the ring-
ing of bells, waving of handkerchiefs, and
every other mark of exultation.

After getting billeted off, we hastened to
the convent of Santo Bernardo, which is
the largest in Portugal, and the sepulchre
- of many kings. The apartments here are
very extensive; but, instead of fine pic-
tures, of which they are worthy, they are
hung round with daubs that would do little
credit to a sign-painter.

The Chapel, though perhaps not intrinsi-
cally se valuable as St. Roque’s, is apparent-
ly far more splendid. This edifice is form-
ed like a cross, and the whole of its inside
embellished with the fines. carving, which,
being entirely covered with gilding, has a
most magnificent appearance, There are
two organs, opposite each other, which .are
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decorated with sculpture, and richly gilded,
and have pipes made like trumpets, pro-
Jecting horizontally, so as to throw out the
sound and produce a very powerful tone.
Among the monuments, there are two of
particularly fine workmanship, and cach of
them is supported by six lions conchant
carved 1n stone.

The Library next attracted our notice.
It is sixty paces in length, and fourteen in
breadth. The ornaments here display ex-
quisite taste ; and, though not so rich as the
chapel, this apartment has so light and neat
an effect, that we gave it a decided prefe-
rence. It is paved with a variety of mar
ble; and, before a selection of the most
valuable volumes was sent on ship-board,
was entirely filled with books.

The next thing to be seen was the
Kitchen, which is inmensely large, and has
a canal running through it. The water is
forced by a wheel with great rapidity, for
the purpose -of more hastly washing the
cooking utensils. A grand dinmer is dress-
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ed ‘here daily for the friars, to which all
generals, and staff and field officers, had a
regular invitation' during their stdy; and,
indeed, any officer who chose to go was
hospitably received.

Having surveyed the convent, we rc-
paired to our billet. We were here ex-
tremely fortunate'in our host, who received
us with the greatest hospitality, and, as
well as he could express himself, begged
that during our residence in his house we
would cousider every thing it afforded as
our own. He mnsisted on our coming to
every meal at his table, and gave orders for
all our servants to be well entertained in
the kitchen. Our Don’s style of living was
sumptuous : we commenced with an ele-
gant dinner, and (what is not always the case)
continued to partake of one equatly good
every day.—Although our host was unable
to eonverse with us, he contrived to keep us
constantly amused; particularly those fond
of music : he played the piano and guitar,
and had great taste in singing. In order to
pfométe a conference, the apothecary of
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Alcobaga, who spoke French, was invited
to spend the afternoon, and requested to
act as interpreter. This was one of the
drollest fellows we had met with: he kept
us in a roar of laughter all dinner-tife.
Indced, his very look was enough to pro-
mote mirth :— he had a constant smile on
his face, which was embellished with a nose
aud chin nearly meeting, though between
them he could just conveniently pass a wal-
nut. 'The cut of his coat, and general ap-
pearance, was completed by a tremendous
periwig ; the summit of which was capped,
d la pictoresque, with a triangular cocked
hat. — QOur landlord seemed so dclighted
at seeing the party thus entertained, that
he gave him an invitation to meet us cvery
day at dinner, which the doctor most readily
accepled.

17th, 18th, and 19th, —Our good. host

gave routs, inviting all his neighbours to

meet us. After tea and coffee, we had mu-

sic, vocal and. instrumental; with cards;

followed by a pleasant dance; and . con-
D
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cluding with a het supper, where our friend
the doctor was in great force.

20th. — Walked round the estate of our
landlord, and took some luncheon with a
friar, at his house in the wood. With other
things, he gave us some delicious wine: it
had the spirit of Champaign, with the flavour
of Burgundy; and we thought it superior
to either.

It appeared, however, that all our luxu-
ries were destined to be of short duration :
on our return to Alcobaca, we found that
orders had been issued to advance the fol-
lowing morning.

21st.—We accordingly bid farewell to
our patron, and proceeded to Batalha. This
place also contains a large society of holy
fathers, who, like- their brethren in general,
take especial care to keep up good living.—
The convent here is, as 1 heard, so well
werth seeing, that to name Batalha without
makisig mention of it, would be quite enough
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to condemn a journal. I have therefore to
plead for a sad deficiency; but being de-
tained at Alcobaga, I did not arrive with
the troops till so late, that sceing any thing
was totally out of the question, and at break
of day on the

22d.— We marched off for Lyreia. We
had good roads: they were wide, and like
those of a turnpike. The town of Lyreia
is very large ; though the streets are narrow
and bad. lts greatest ornament is the ruin
of a Moorish castle, constructed on a height,
close to the walls, and commanding the
country for several miles in every direction.
'The beauty of this ruin is completed by be-
ing surrounded with orange-groves, having
the hill where it stands covered with shrubs,
and its walls clothed with ivy. The Castle
has several partitions yet standing : among
these we could plainly distinguish the re-
mains of six separate prisons.—We then
took a peep at the church, which, like all
others in the country, is covered with gild-
ing:and profusely ornamented. It has two

organs and nine altars.
D 2
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23d. — Advanced to Pombal; where we
were poorly provided for and greatly
crowded. This town has also contiguous
“to it a fine old Moorish castle. 1Tt likewise
contains a square, where there 1s a large
market for corn, poultry, and vegetables.—
The country around is supplied with small
rivers; and, as you advance towards Oporto,
becomes more wooded. The roads, instead
of bad and broken pavement, as in the
greater part of Portugal, are left like an Eng-
lish post-road; and arc thus far more plea-
sant to travel upon,-and not subject to be
rendered nearly impassable for want of re-
pairs, which is frequently the case in other
-parts of the country.

24th.—The dragoons were sent out to the
neighbouring villages to make -room for
other troops. Our squadron took up a little
hamlet called Redinha, which appeared to
be the grand depét for every description of
vagrants and vermin.—On entering my bil-
let (which, by the way,-hadu floor and a roof),
F'was mobbed by a ragged set of people,
‘'who came a great deal 00 near to be. plea-
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sant; and on my sitting down to write,
those who were my fellow-lodgers stood
round me, staring like savages..

The houses here, like all others in the
country of inferior quality, have nothing
but square holes, without glass, by way of
windows : so that you have your choice of
being exposed to the wind and rain, or sit-
ting in total darkness by closing the shut-
ters. My birth was on the floor of a room
where there were three doors that could
not be kept shut, and broken boards to the
light-holes.  These, with a plentiful supply
of chinks in the walls, rendered it as airy
as being in an open field. Generally
speaking, to make a remark respecting the
vermin (from which scarcely a bed, from
the best to the worst of houses throughout
the country, is free) would be like the bar-
ber at Lisbon informing Baretti that “ grapes
grew in Portugal ;” but Aere the fleas and
bugs abounded to a degree worthy of me-
morandum. They kept me constantly em-
ployed nearly all night; and on the wel-
comed approac of daylight to the crevices,



38

I spriing out of bed :—but making any ha-
pock was of no avail : —the bugs were
crawling about, and the fleas swarming like
ants. I therefore shuffled on my clothes,
and bustled to the river; where, on nn-
dressing, I found my clothes covered with
fleas, and my skin spotted from head to
foot. After plunging into a deep hole, and
swimming round till I thought my escape
from vermin tolerably complete, I put on
fresh apparel, and sallied forth in search of
a new billet.—After beating up the quar-
ters of several Senhors, I removed my esta-
blishment to the house of a sulky old fel-
low, whose looks, one would think, must
have kept the vermin at bay, as in his casd
there was not even a louse to be found.

* This day (the 25th) we received orders
to be in readiness to turn out for a march
at the sound of the bugle. After remaining
so long prepared that we were fearful some
orders utght have been accidentally with-
held, the squadron ‘marched on the Coim-
bra rotid, to where it led to our other
quartéss, and there waited for several hours,
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to see if the troops were coming that way.
— During our halt here, each man was
regaled with a tumbler of good wine,
brought out by the peasants, which, with
many vives, they presented as a testimony
of their love for the English; but when,
finding the .advance was countermanded,
we went threes about, they put on most woful
countenances, and all appeared panic-struck.
Our return to Redinha created the greatest
alarm among the natives, who fancied we
had been driven back by the enemy; and
we being unable to explain the eircum-
stance, kept them in a state of miserable
suspense, until a Senhor Olivera, who spoke
English and came to us at dinner, satisfied
them with an explanation.

26th.—Instructions were issued, that, in
consequence of the arrival of Sir ARTHUR
WELLESLEY, the army would remain sta-
tionary till further orders.

27th.—Went out on a Portuguese sport-
ing party — that is, with about a dozen
shooters; attended by all the rabble of the
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vﬂlage, who are armed with stxcks and
poles; and followed by an immense pack
of dogs, consisting of every description of
mongrel that can be hallooed together. This
procession is closed by a senhor rat-catcher,
who, with his bag of ferrets, brings up the
rear; and this they call hunting! 1 was pro-
vided with one of their best guns, which,
from appearance, one would hardly know
whether to prefer firing it off, or being shot
at with it. “Finding no other game, 1 mus-
tered courage to try a shot at a few small
birds, and found it killed tolerably well.—
Qur chassc ended, as shooting parties usually
do, —in bringing home nothing, and a set-
to at. eating and drinking. We.had, how-
ever, no great chance of sport; as all we
saw were some birds, very wild; and a rab-
bit, bolted by a ferret in cover.

O281:h —Went to a Portuguese funeral.
The corpse was laid . on the back, with
hands crossed, and tied together ; the face
quite exposed : and the body, covered with
nothing-but. a shroud, was carried on an
open bier with a sort of tester; and thrown
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into a hole, like a dead dog. Instead of
any solemnity at the moment of interment,
the fellows around were in argumentative
conversation : and one of them jumped into
the grave, which was but just deep enough
to bury the deceased, covered the face with
a cloth, and began filling up the hole with
the sculls and bones which were torn’up.and
thrown around in digging it. '

By the good manageinent of one of our
officers (who is perhaps the best forager, the
choicest caterer, and the first amateur cook
in his Majesty’s service), we had contrived
to establish an excellent mess; at which we
generally went through the operation of enter-
taining some of the Senhors.  On the 29th
we invited about two people to each plate,
and sat down to a dinner worthy of an Eng-
lish host. Having just scnt away the re-
mains of the second course, we were in the
very act of filling a bumper to « Sir Arthur
Wellesley,” when an express arrived for us to
advance immediately. The Rouse sounded ;
and in ten minutes we were all packed up
and turned out. We marched to Condexa,
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where we did not arrive till night. 'This
fown was brilliantly illuminated, and, the
night being very dark, it appeared to ad-
vantage.—Here the left wing of the regi-
.ment halted, and we proceeded to Sar-
noche.

30th. — Marched to Coimbra.—The ap-
proach of this town 1s one of the finest pro-
spects in Portugal. The view of the city
and the mountainous distances around, with
the river Mondago winding through the
richest country, is presented from an oppo-
site height. 'The road then descends in a
serpentine direction, leading through an
olive-grove to a fine stone bridge, by which
you pass into the streets of Coimbra. The
buildings cover a mountain, from its very
summit down to the water's edge; and the
Quintas, among the surrounding groves, ex-
tend for several miles.—This is, I believe,
the largest town in Portugal, next to Lisbon
and Oporto. It much resembles the former
in every respect, and is equally deceiving
to the traveller; who from distant appear-
anoeis led to expect a paradise, and on his
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entrance is disappointed with poor, narrow
streets, every where poisoned with stink and
it

Our arrival was announced by a ringing
of bells, which brought out crowds of the
inhabitants, who lined the road, bridge, and
town, to receive us with vives and Juzzas ;
and the troops, while passing, were covered
with flowers from all the windows of the
Senhoras. At night we had a grand illu-
mination.

Coimbra is celebrated for containing the
great university of the kingdom. Here are
eighteen colleges, with an extensive library;
also a large convent and museum. The
greater part of these are connected in a fine
range of buildings, which stand on a terrace
above the houses, and overlook the whole
country, ‘

May 2d.—The greater part of the army
were up, and the Commander in Chief ar-
rived.
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The illuminations were continued every:
night during our stay, and with every in-
ducement to tempt us out; as the streets
were graced with a charming supply of
Bonitas Senhoras, who professed ‘“ gistar
muild . os officiales Ingeleses bonitos.”  We
werc, indeed, so cordiallyreceived and delight-
Sully entertained, that it can hardly be called
vanity to say we believed them in carnest.

4th.—Our regiment received orders to
march out, and occupy some neighbouring
villages, lcaving their quarters for the 16th
dragoons; and one of our squadrons was
attached (with (zeneral TiLSON’s brigade) to
the Portuguese army.

5th.—Our division of three troops went
to Brefernis ; the remainder- (three others)
to .adjacent. hamlets. The roads to .this
place were in most parts cut through selid
rocks of stone, with scarcely a crack or
juncture; and their surface was ground by
the cars into so many ridges, that in seve-
ral parts we found it difficult to keep our
horses on their legs.
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Brefernis 1s a long league and a half from
Coimbra; and, for a description of it, I
couple it with Redinha, which, by the way,
15 far the better of the two. We took pos-
session of the most habitable sty it afford-
ed; and, wishing to have a reprieve from
vermin as long as we could, we took our
dinner under the shade of a large tree in an
orange-grove, from which we had our des-
sert in perfection ; and, I may add, with
variety, asthe very same tree bore two sorts of
lemons, with orangcs both China and Seville *.

.

In the evening we were directed to pa-
rade, in marching order, on the following
morning at four, and proceed to the sands
near Coimbra, where, at six o'clock, the*
Army was to. be reviewed by the Com-
mander in Chief,

6th.—The regiments having formed a
line (reaching above two miles), wheeled
into column, marched past, and filed to their
quarters. '

* Perhaps if I do not explain that the tree was grafted,
this may appear a bold attempt at Baron Munchausen.
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7th~—At five in the morning, with no
further apprisal than the Rouse, we turned
out; and, after forming with the remainder
of our brigade, proceeded forward about
three leagues. 'The head-quarters of our
regiment were at Avelans.

On the 8th we received orders to pre-
pare for a march at five in the morning;
but had to halt during that day, to afford
time for Marshal BERESFORD, with his army,
to reach the Upper Douro.

On the 9th we proceeded * towards the
Vouga; and after having crossed the river,
picquetted —as was supposed, at the dis-
tance of two lecagues from the advanced
posts of the enemy. On discovering this,
our object was, 1f possible, to take them by
surprise ; accordingly, rigid orders were is-
sued, that during the day no man should

* In describing specifically the various movements and ge-

tions which led to the expulsion of the enemy from Oporto,
particular attention would be required as to the nature of the
ground, than which none could be more disadvantageons to

the opecations of cavalry.
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mount a bank which touched the flank of
the column, for fear of being visible to the

enemy ; and by night the strictest silence

was preserved throughout our lines.

We marched at one on the morning of
the 10th; and such extreme caution was
observed in whispering the words of com-
mand, that our advanced troops moved on
without being heard by those in the rear,
who (being in such rocky passes, the bri-
gade were only able to march in single
file) had to form their junction under some
difficulties. These were increased by the
utter darkness of the night. Nor was it
without danger, as well as impediments,
that we got forward over these rough roads,
so as, by the aid of a guide, to ascertain
our point. We had then arrived in a cham-
paign country, where our brigade advanced,
on an open road, in columns of half-squa-
drons. At five we came in sight of the
enemy’s videttes; formed in line ; and were
joined by a strong squadron of Portuguese
cavalry. This rencontre occasioned as
much surprise to the enemy, as we (by the
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bye) had felt on the preceding day, av
kearing the French were in possession of
Albergaria Nova, for which place an officer
had becn sent forward to procure billets for
our troops.

On our skirmishers being thrown out, a
kind of signal was made by the I'rench
commander to the Brigadier General who
headed ourparty. This caused him to ad-
vance; as perhaps he judged this signal to
be of a pacitic nature: but he was effec-
tually undeceived, by having three shots
fired at him; when a general skirmish com-
menced.  We soon {orined te attack them
in line; but finding ourselves opposed to a
strong column of cavalry, we retired to a
short distance.  Being then reinforced with
two three-pounders from General Stuart’s
brigade, which immediately opened their
firc with some exccution; and animated
by the appearance of our infantry; we
again advanced. A partial charge was
made by the 10th, so as to occasion a loss
to. the enemy of seven men killed and a
great many wounded. Of this regiment
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but few were wounded, and only one was
taken prisoner.— We at length: succeeded
in driving the enemy out of the fickd¥)
Their retreat was to Olivera, w'hieh'!'they’
soon abandoned, so as almost immediately

AN

to leave it in our possession. = ::

7

. Yoy oty
h‘ '.\‘

{

The number of French cavalry here
amounted to four thousand: they weére
supported by small detachinents of infa
try.—I must observe the beautiful effect of
our engagement. It commenced aboiit
sun-rise, in one of the finest mornings. pos-
sible, on an immense tract of heath, with a
pine-wood in rear of the enemy. So little

% They were then followed by two regiments of Portu-
guese infantry, who drove them, in a very gallant maaner,
through a pine-wood, which surrounded the further end of the
ground.  After this they had to pass a deep and difficult ra-
vine, which, being obliged to file, they were so long in getting
through, that our artillery were there in time to play on their
rear-guard, while they were scrambling up the opposite side.
Their fine' Firs¢ Hussars came in for this : they however escaped
tolerably well; they had a few killed, and their wounded were
considerable ; but they are so dexterous in taking them off
(and behind, on their horses, if dismounted) that we are apt
in general to under-calculate their number,

E
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was the slgughter, and regular the forma-
tians, that i .appeared. more like a sham-
ﬁght;gn Wimbledon Common than an ac-
tjon in;a foreign country.

" The conduct of the. Portuguese ralble
was a disgrace to such a scene: they not
only stripped the. dead -and wounded, but
gave their coup de.graceto every poor wretch
whe had a vital struggle remaining. The
sgull of one French officer in particular they
broke to pieces, scattering the brains on
every side.  Vagabonds of this cast are ob-
served to hover near the army during every
battle.

The troops being much fatigued, and
from other circumstances, halted the re-
ma,ixideij of,this day.

We were picquetted all night near Oh—
yéra where we were at first rather in tri-
bulation, as the bitmen whom we had
tmsted with the prog had taken good care to
keeJ) out of the way. We, who were al-

eady exhausted with Jugging, had to cut
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boughs for our huts; our fire-wood to col-
lect, and light; and what little we could
pick up, to cook for dinner. I happened to
have a leveret, that in the grand scuffle had
taken refuge with a poaching farrier, who
popped her into his apron. My messmates
then mustering a little broken bread, and
adding the ribs of a dead sheep, we made out
so well that we invited two friends to dine.
After this we lay under our fir-boughs, and
passed a very good night.

11th.—At eight in the merning we be-
gan our march ; and, after advancing about
two leagues, came up with the infantry,
whom we found sharply engaged, driving
the enemy out of a wood. A squadron of
the 16th, and another of the 20th, made a
charge, with the loss of several men; the
road on which they acted being covered
with large stones, and flanked by a wood
and broad ditches. We then advanced
along the main road to Oporto, which was
strewed with dead men and horses, and
spoils of every description. Among other
objects of horror, we observed the bodies of

E 2
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six Portuguese hanging, besides one which
had dropped down, in a state of putridity.
'Three of the above were suspended from a
single tree. We heard that these execu-
tions took place in consequence of the mur-
der of SouLT’s Aid-de-camp ; and that four
of the sufferers werz priests, who had re-
tused to deliver up the real or supposed cri-
minals.
*

Our pursuit of the enemy was continued
for about a mile beyond Cavallos; when we
were compelled to desist, in consequence of
the horses being unable to bring forward the
guns *., Near the above place the army
were bivouacqued, with the exception of our
right squadron, which remained out on pic-
quet, attached to General MURRAY's bri-
gade. We passed the night without cover;
and the dews were falling so heavy as to
soak our clothes and be wrung from our
night-caps.

* At this I am not surprised, being informed, by an Offi-
cer of Artillery, that, out of three hundred horses sent for
their sevvice from Portsmouth, there arrived at Lisbon only
eighty that could be called effective,
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12th.—At day-break, General Murray
ordered out the picquet; and, moving on,
with a subaltern and a few men, for the pur-
pose of reconnoitring, left the remainder
about a mile in advance from where we had
been posted. We soon heard that the
French who had engaged us were beyond
the Douro, having blown up the bridge, and
taken refuge in Oporto. “Llis &« o ant be-
ing confirmed by the officer ot"the advanced
party, orders were given that the picquet
should be taken back, and wait for wrther
instructions.

In a few hovis we were informed that
Sir ARTHUR intended passing the river that
day ; and our Major came lorward to take
command of the right squadron. General
PAGET being in our front, with a strong di-
vision of Infantry and Artillery, we crossed
the Douro about twelve o’clock, accompa-
nied by General MuRrRrAY's brigade, con-
sisting of the whole Hanoverian Legion.
Our passage of the river was effected about
a league above Oporte : and the other bri-
gades (in line with us to our left) crossed the
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river at the same time. On landing, we
took our position on a height, where we had
an uninterrupted view of the town, and of
the direct attack made by Gencral PacET's
division, which by this time had nearly
driven the enemy from the suburbs. ‘The
remainder of the engagement consisted
chiefly in skirmishing among stone walls
and broken rocks, with which the country
is much intersected.—We could see for se-
veral miles in every direction, and distinctly
observe the whole of the enemy’s cavalry
retreating. Orders were then given to make
an attempt to cut oft some of the rear troops;
but these orders were recalled before the
squadron had proceeded a quarter of a mile,
as the General soon perceived that the ene-
my’s covering party was too strong for us.

After rejoining the German Legion bat-
talions on the height, we descended to the
valley, making a flank movement for some
distance parallel to the Douro, with a view
of advancing as a reserve in the rear of those
engaged. — While General MURRAY was
maling a momentary reconnoitre, a Staff-
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Officer came up, with the information that
one of our regiments was very hard pressed,
and that the Cavalry must advance imme-
diately for its support. On this, we hastened
forward as fast as was possible from the na-
ture of the ground ; and, after surmounting
many impediments among the stone walls,
cot into the main road, on reaching the
outskirts of the town. — Our infantry here
extended along theroad. We then, form-
ing up in threes, passed all our lines at a
full gallop; whilst they greeted us with one
continued huzza. After this, going almost
at speed, enveloped in a cloud of dust, for
nearly two miles, we cleared our infantry,
and that of the French appeared. A strong
body was drawn up in close column, with
bayonets ready to receive us in front. On
each flank of the road was a stone wall, bor-
dered outwardly by trees; with other walls,
projecting in various directions; so as to
give every advantage to the operations of
infantry, and to screen those by whom we
were annoyed. On our left, in particular,
numbers were posted in a line, with their
pieces rested on the wall which flanked the
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road, ready to give us a running fire as we
passed. This could not but be effectual, as
our left men by threes were nearly close to
the muzzles of the muskets, and barely out
of the reach of a coup de sabre. In a few se-
conds, the ground was covered with men
and horses : notwithstanding these obsta-
cles, we penetrated the battalion opposed to
us; the men of which, rclying on their bay-
onets, did not give way till we were nearly
close upon it, when they fled in great confu-
sion. [or some time this contest was kept
up, hand to hand; and, for the time it lasted,
was severe.

After many efforts, we succeeded in cut-
ting off threec hundred, most of whom were
secured as prisoners : but our own loss was
very considerable.  Our squadron consisted
ofscarcely Jorty file; and the brunt of the
action, of course, fell the heaviest on the
troop in front: of the fifiy-two men com-
posing it, ten were killed, eleven severely
woundegd (besides others b]lgﬂﬂy), and six
taken, prnsoners : of the jouwr oflicers en-
gagedy tlree were on the wounded - list.
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For my own part, my horse being shot
under me, the moment after a b‘lll had
grazed my upper lip, 1 had to scramble
my way on foot, amidst the killed and
wounded—among whom the enemy, from
the side walls, were continually firing—and
thus effected my escape from this agrecable
situation.  On the approach of our infan-
try, the I'rench brigade was compelled to
retirc.  Our few rcmaining men, coming
threes about, brought with them the pri-
soners in triumph.

Our commanding oflicer and squadron
had the satisfuction of receiving thanks
from the Commander in Chicf. On the
merits of our charge, the comment of the
I'rench General ought not to be omitted :
he sent for our men (who had been his
prisoners, and afterwards escaped), and de-
élared to them, that, in his opinion, “ we
must have all been drunk, or mad; as the
brigade we had attacked was nearly two
thousand streng *.”

* On returning, we met our second squadron, about a mile to
the rear, which had just passed the river, and was hastening
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The town of Oporto, to which we re-
tired *, exhibited a scene of the greatest con-
fusion : the streets were strewed with dead
horses and men, and the gutters dyed with
blood. — This night the town was illumi-
nated, in honour of our success. The ct-
fect, however, could not be very brilliant,
as the late exactions of the French had left
the poor inhabitants in a state to testify
their joy more by good-will than deed.

We were all night, and half the next day,
employed in seeking our wounded, who had
been taken into diflerent houses on the
road.

So wholly unexpected was our forcing
of the passage of the Douro on the 12th,
that the French were totally unprepared for

to our support, though too late: our third was still on ‘
other side the water: and our fourth being detached, we had
only one squadron that came into the above action. Two were
mentioned in the Dispatches. :

* Scarcely any farther engagement took place that even-
ing: it was then about five o’clock ; and our infantry, taking
the advance, remained near the position where our charge was
¥hade, being about three miles from the town.
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us, and Marshal SouLt was roused from his
dinuer to put his plans of defence in execu-
tion: butof how little avail was this defence,
and to how short a time protracted !—
In his precipitate retreat, the enemy aban-
doned a large proportion of artillery, with
ordnance stores, ammunition, and baggage.

It is but due, to ascribe the brilliant suc-
cesses of this day, not only to the determin-
cd bravery of British troops, but also to the
cxperienced judgment of the Commander
in Chief, and the rapidity of his move-
ments.

13th.—The army continued to advance,
the infantry being in front. We remained
in Oporto, to collect and make arrange-
ments for our wounded. What with the
number of mnen left sick by the enemy, and
those taken in since the action, the hospi-
tals were completely filled. —This day
the dead were buried, and the streets
cleared. — We went to see the remains’ of
the bridge that had been destroyed: it hav-
ing only consisted of a chain of boats, we
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were ill repaid for the difficulty in finding
our way through the intricate part of the
town which led to it.— Oporto was mucli
deserted by the inhabitants, and had a dis-
mal appearance : some of the best man-
sions were left well furnished, with closets
full of costly china, and alinost every house-
hold utensil stli remaining.

This city being too well known to re-
quire the concise description that would fall
to its share ina pocket-book, I only observe,
that, from its choice buildings and eminent
situation, it surpassed, in my estimation, all
the towns yet scen in Portugal.

14th.—Our regiment assembled at two
in the afternoon, and about three marched
for Villa Nova. Iifty campaigns may not
produce greater miseries than we had to en-
counter before we reached this place. We
started on a very bad road, in a wet even-
ing; and, by the time we were soaked to
the skin, it became so dark, that we could
not see our way; of which the guide him-
self had but an imperfect knowledge, even
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by day-light. After crawling on till the
horses were knocked up, and the .men
scarcely able to keep their eyes open, we
were cheered with some lights, ‘which indi-
cated our approach to a village. We all
thanked our stars that we had a¢ last found
the quarters.

We had soon, however, the consolation to
find that we had wandered to the wrong
place, and were quite out of our path to
Villa Nova. We had then to wait while
another guide was pressed ; and the hamlet
we were in was so crowded with infantry,
that not one of us could get under an
empty shed.  After sitting, benumbed with
cold, for near an hour, we proceeded with
our new conductor, who was a lame fellow
—consequently a very slow goer. In a pi-
teous tone he declared it would be morning
before we could reach Villa Nova, and that
he was himself doubtful of being able to find
the road. It was so dark we were forced
to be every moment hallooing to each
other, to avoid being lost; and the men so
repeatedly mistook the road, that we had
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ofteni to stop aud sound the bugle, for half
an hour at a time, before we could get them
together. We were the whole night with-
out the least shelter, in an incessant pour of
rain, scrambling with our horses among the
_rocks, expecting every moment to be thrown
down; and, in places where the safety of
our lives required dismounting, we had to
wade through deep streams of water, occa-
sioned by the torrents of rain which flooded
the passes. We were latterly every now
and - then dropping aslecp on our horses,
quite exhausted, and shivering the whole
time with cold. After suffering every hard-
ship that could attend upon a mere march,
we reached Villa Nova; where we had to
remain an hour in the streets; the rain still
continuing.—At last, some sheds were pro-
vided, and .we filed off. It was then past
six o'clock, which extended the duration of
our drenching to sixteen hours. Our ser-
vapts were lost; so that we had neither
meat, drink, nor elothing. I gnt into a sta.
ble, where, on some dirty straw, I slept, in
my wet elothes, till two-o’clock in the after-

ROORy
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15th.—The chief part of the army, which
had been here, went forward ; we were un-
able to proceed that day.

16th.— Advanced to Braga. We halt-
cd to receive forage and rations, and then
proceeded to Gregio Novo. The weather
was wet, the troops miserably accommodat-
ed, and the officers were all bundled into 3
hovel likc a drove of pigs. The infantry
were kept on the advance. —— No en-
gagement of any consequence had taken
place; and the IFrench continued their re-
treat.

Previously to our reaching Gregio Novo,
the advanced posts sent in about fifty prir
soners, who were all 4enneled in. a church ;
in the middle of which they had made a
comfortable fire with the gilded wood that
had decorated the altars.

17th. — Marched to Salamundé, where
we passed the army, and went in advance,
accompanied by the Guards, who had the
preceding evening been skirmishing with
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some success; for the enemy, finding then-
selves hard pressed, were constantly throw-
ing away their knapsacks, which they had
so loaded with plunder as to be unable to
march with them. Fvery one, therefore,
who could lay hands on a Frenchman or
his kit, had'a fine prize. These maranders
had robbed the churches of pieces of gold
“and silver, which, when we entered Sala-
mundé, we were told our soldiers had taken
and melted down. A number of silver
forks, spoons, &ec., were sold here by re-
gular auction. Some of the most valuable
stones werc bought at a tenth part of
what they werc worth ; and the men would
rather receive the most trifling sums for
their prizes, than be at the trouble of car-
rying them,

The village of Salamundé was a perfect
scene of devastation; and on every road
around the I'rench had set fire to the cot-
tages of the peasants : several of these were in
flames as we passed. Dead .nen, horses, cat-
tle, and every thing that could forcibly depict
ruin, were here again strewed for leagues
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along the road. They had a number of
horses and mules, which they deemed it
expedient to leave; and in order to render
them totally unserviceable, cut the sinews
of their hind legs, and left a field full of
these hamstrung animals *.

As we were this day not up with the ene-
my, no affairs of out-posts took place. The
Guards kept in front, and our regiment oc-
cupied two straggling hamlets to the right.
On taking up our quarters (which, like the
other houses in this part of the country, were
little cabins of loose stones), we found that
the few wretched inhabitants who had been
left, taking us for their former visitors, had
precipitately fled to the mountains. In the
billet I occupied, they had very kindly left
me a large fire, with a pot of soup boiling on
it.— It had rained day and night, inces-
santly, till this evening: the clouds then
began to break, and gave us a grand view
of the setting sun behind the mountains,

* This barbarous custom is frequently resorted to by a re~
treating army, when ammunition cannot be spared to shoot
them.,

F
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18th.—Marched to Monta Legre, a small
town on the frontiers, to the left of Chaves,
which was our last advance. The pursuit
of the enemy was relinquished by reason of
Marshal BERESFORD's army being unablc,
through extreme fatigue, to proceed farther
than Chaves; and consequently not being
forward cnough to cut off their retreat, as
was intended.

The Irench, however, found themselves
so hard pressed, they were forced to aban-
don nearly all their artillery, and, in short,
every incumbrance, to facilitate their escape.
T'his forced march rendcered their loss, hoth
in men and horses, very considerable : but
Mr. Soult had taken good care to secure /is
plunder, by sending the train of carts that
were loaded with it, well to the rear; and
having them always dispatched a day or
two before his troops.

Monta Legre had been so despoiled, that
the natives were ncarly famished, and we
had to trust entirely to the arrival of our
own short stock of provisions. Nothing
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could be found here in the way either of
meat, drink, or vegctables; save a few
starved goats, bad water, and dead cabbage-
«talks.

19th.—The whole army halted.

Being on the Lorders of Spain, I was de-
sirous of sceing this country, and set out for
that purpose; but had to pay fundsomely for
mdulging my curiosity.—

After passing a country strewed with
I'rench, who had been left to die by sick-
ness and fanine, I reached the village of
Padreira;  which had been stripped of
cvery thing, left in flames, and its inhabi-
tants (nearly naked) in a state of starva-
tion. — Having mounted the hills, a fog
came on, and I was lost. Here, without
either sword, pistol, or stick, several Bortu-
gucse met me, who, I am convinced, su-
spected me to be a Frenchman : and a con-
stant example was before my eyes of what
would be my fate, had they decided on

F 2
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this mistake ; for, in every direction, lay
the corpses of stragglers and helpless men
whoin they had murdered.

Though the fog was mended by a heavy
rain, I was determined to proceed ; bemg
told I was within half a league of Spain.
The passes were among low woods on the
declivity of mountains; and so bad, that
even at a foot-pace they were nearly im-
passable. The Senhor's #alf league proved
about siv English miles; and just as I reach-
ed the borders of Gallicia, my horse was
taken with the staggers, and for a long time
unable to move. It was then growing dusk,
the rain pouring, and I ten miles from
my quarters. My mind was decided that nei-
ther the old horse nor his master would see
England again: and indeed the chance
was greatly against us; but, most fortu-
natety, General SyYLVEIRA’s Portuguese
army came by in about half an hour
after, and, to crown all, was bound for
Monta Legre. ‘With these troops I march-
ed, ‘half way up to my knees in mud, fead-
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ing, or rather hauling along, my Rosinante;
which there was so mucl difficulty in doing,
that the column was all the time guining
ground of me. Several times I expected
to be left behind, lost, and (what would of
course follow to a stranger here at night)
put to death; and repeatedly observed the
blood-thirsty looks of the savages com-
posing this army, who, so far as I could
understand, were holding forth on their
suspicions of me. I heard one of them
say, “ I believe that fellow to be no
friend of ours.”—1It soon becamec quite
dark ; and, after having gone about seven
miles, my horse dropped dead. ] then took
my appointments on my back, and could
keep up with the best of them ; and about
cleven at night we reached our destination.

20th.— Our regiment returned to Sala-
mundé by a different route from that by
which we had advanced. The road here
winds round the great mountains, adhering
to immense precipices; and is in many
places so narrow, as barely to admit a mule
with baggage. You are nearly the whole



70

day in a chain of mountains, among woods,
rocks, and water-falls: the distances that
catch the eye between the heights, op-
posed to this varied fore-ground, present a
charming landscape. Lvery thing has the
most wild and romantic appearance ; and,
amidst the awful roar of swrrounding cas-
cades, you may conceive yourself deserted
by every earthly creature.

The passes, as every where else, were
strewed with dead men; the majority of
whom were in the most offensive state of
putridity. The Irench had so many horses
precipitated down the heights, that we con-
cluded they must have passed them in the
dark. We saw several lying at the bottom,
apparently quite mangled by the fall.

22d,—Marched to Botica, where we dined
and slept in the gallery of a littde chapel,
left, like every thing else where the French
had been, in a state of Tuin.

23d.—Proceeded to Braga; lcaving, on
our-left, a castle and other buildings cu-
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riously constructed on an immense solid
rock. We passed also a valley which con-
tained a great nunber of” huge stones, seve-
ral of which were forty yards in girth.—
"We were to halt at Braga till further or-
ders.

Braga, the capital of Entre Minho e
Douro, contains many good houses, with
broad and commodious streets. This town
15 well supplied with most of the articles
which the country affords.  Here are a
number of good shops, an excellent market,
and mechanies for almost every kind of

work.

On the 28th we went to the mass at the
Cathedral. In this church there i1s a gal-
lery, called the Bishop’s Chapel, with some
of the best carving we had scen.  Here are
three organs; one in the English style,
about the middle of the aisle; apd two
others, with horizontal pipes, which stand
on cach side the gallery; to one of these
there is a curious figure, which marks time
for the music by means of a spring to ita
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hand. The decorations of this church are
so nearly in the style of those in the church
of Alcobaca, that it would be needless here
to give any description ; and as for valua-
bles ——the French had been there !

31st.—Marched to Villa Nova.

June 1st.—Re-entered Oporto, where we
halted till the 3d. The regiment then left
this town, and passed the Douro over a
temporary bridge of boats. Here we saw
the richest vineyards for several miles down
the banks of the river; and the city of
Oporto, being built on the declivity of a
mountain, appcared to the greatest ad-
vantage from the opposite side.— We then
marched three leagues on an execrable
road, and came to a village called Gregio.
By continuing parallel to the sea, we had it
in view nearly all day. Between the beach
and the above place there is a very large
convent, with extensive gardens, and seve-
ral fine fountains.

L

From Gregio there is nothing for a
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journal, unless I state that seven of us had
to inhabit a hovel that would scarcely hold
a pair of bullocks, and where, within a
slight partition, there was an old woman
dying.—This evening the wet weather again
returned ; and on the 4th, after all getting
well ducked, we reached Olivera. The
rain compelling us to hold our heads constantly
down, we had a fine opportunity ol inspecting
the variety of marble which composed a part
of the road leading to the above place.

5th.—\We procceded to Agueda. On
my road to this place I experienced the
comforts of being taken ill on service. My
complaint proceeding from a violent cold,
onr regimental Asculapians ordered me, on
my arrival in quarters, to “ go to bed,” to
« keep quiet, and promote perspiration ! ! 1”
—1 had a nice opportunity of following
this prescription ! After shaking like a man
with the ague, and waiting for half an Four,
a Portuguese bed (that is, a hard straw bag
on hard boards) was provided, with dirty
Dlankets and damp sheets. My room had
a thorough draught of air, and the rain kept
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pouring in. The savages of the billet re-
fused me a little fire-wood ; and had not my
satellites made a proper use of their feet, as
well as their hands, 1 could not have got
my broth boiled.—The situation here was
as well calculated for « feeping quici,” asthe
ringing of bells, erying of children, bark
ing of curs, and squalling of cats, would
admit of. 'The Portuguese were all day
running about the house i their wooden
shocs 5 their tongucs, as well as their feet, be-
ing in perpetual motion.

Oth.—I was «live, and went through the
rain to Alamera, where the troops had ar-
rived. They halted here till the 8th, and
then went to Coimbra.—On our return to
this town, a great part of the regiment was
sent over the bridge. The oflicers of our
squadron were in high luck at the distribu-
tion of billets: we were quartered in the
house of a Nobleman, which was left in
care of his son, a Colonel in the Portuguese
service. Here we received the kindest at-
tention, and, having every comfort we ¢ould
require, established a sumptuous mess; tor
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which we had an abundance of plate and
the best services of china.

This house 1s very large, with an exten-
sive suite of rooms; and has a lawn before
i, with aview of the river and town. WWe
had excellent stabling, and a ficld to turn
out our horses—DBehind the premises there
arc a fine garden and orange-grove. At the
tarther cid, among the most solitary shades,
is a large fountain : hence arose the name of
this Quinta,—Casd da Lacryma (‘the Ilouse
of Tears); and which is derived from the
following melancholy circumstance :—

Alphonso 1V. King of Portugal, having
marricd his son to a Spanish Princess, took
this scat, as a villa for the young couple.
On coming here toreside they brought their
bride-maid, a most beautiful young Spanish
lady, to whom the Prince himself evinced
a great partiality. The Princess died d'few’
years after; and he became so enamoured
of this Donna, that he made her his wite.
On the King hearing of this match, and
having provided another, in his opinion far
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fhore advantageous, in the moment of his
rage he sent two Spanmish counsellors ta mur-
der the beloved bride of his son. The vil-
lains accomplished their horrid act one even-
ing, when she was walking by this fountain.
The distracted state of his son’s mind, toge-
ther with the stings of his own conscience,
soon brought Alphonso to his grave ; and on
the Prince ascending the throne, the assas-
sins were executed; the body of his late
wife was dug up; the crown of Portugal
placed on her head ; and she conveyed in
state to Alcobaca, where she was re-inter-
red with every tribute of honour and affec-
tion.

13th, 14th, and 15th.—We marched to
Condexa, Pombal, and Lyrcia. This even-
ing we spent agreeably, at the house of a
Den Scnhor, whose lady sent orders to the
steward of her quinte to provide for our re-
- .
ception the succeeding day.

On the 16th we took up our abode there,
and fared luxuriously.
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The regiment occupied two small towns
—Aldea de Cruz, and Orense. These places
are in a wooded and rich country : the lat-
ter has a fine Moorish castle.

We had this day turned off to the left of
the great Lisbon road, on our way to Tho-
mar, where we arrived on the 17th; the
head-quarters of the army being then estab-
lished at Abrantes.

At Thomar we came up with the st
German IHussars, who marched out soon
after our arrival. The army were also rein-
forced by the 23d Dragoons, and a heavy
brigade ;—all landed while we were up the
country. The four troops of the 20th had
left us, to join the remainder of that regi-
ment in Sicily; and our force of cavalry
was then six regiments.

Thomar is 3 fine old Moorish town, pret-
tily situated on the banks of the Naboan,
and commanded by an immense height, on
which there remains one of the finest cas-
tles in Portugal. Contiguous to this stands
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a large convent, which, excepting one troop,
containedd our whole regiment: we had
there ahbout five hundred horses.

22d.—Walked up the river, shaded by
orchards, where the trees were breaking
down with fruit, and every thing around had
the richest appearance.  While we were in
silent admiration contemplating the beau-
ties of nature, a volley of dirt-clods was
pelted at us by some Portuguese. What
we had done to offend them 1 know not 5 hut
suppose, judging by themselees, they thought
us thieves, and concluded we were planning
operations to attack their orchard. Justice
herself directed us to give them chase; and,
after soundly thrashing those who were not
then in wind for running away, we procecded
up the river.

Above two miles from the town we came
to an artificial water-fall, which filled the
whole valley with its echo. Being inter-
cepted by a rising ground, it bursts suddenly
upon the view with a majestic appear-
ance. The stream flows over two flights.

A
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of steps, regularly built with stone, and
torming an obtuse angle in the centre. The
fall is near sixty feet, and extends about a
hundred yards. — This immense torrent of
water is carried off in a winding stream,
which, by an increased rapidity when reco-
vered from the force of the cascade, is cvi-
dently the whole way on a descent.

During our stay at Thomar, we were ci-
villy treated, and often entertained with
musical parties. At these we were somes-
tmes enchanted, by a pot-bellied fellow, who
was allowed to be the first guitar-player in
the kingdom. Paltry as the powers of this
strument may appear, we thought that in
his hands it produced one of the finest solos
we had ever heard.

July 1st—Received orders to proceed on
the advance for Spain. .
2d.—Marched off at four o’clock in the
morning; and in the afternoon reached
Villa de Rea, where we bivouacqued.—~This
day the mules and caléche of our command-
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ing officer had an extraordinary escape.
The vehicle, which was loaded with valu-
able baggage, china, glass, &c., was over-
turned, and hurled down a precipice for
twenty yards. At the bottom of this is a
river, from which all was saved by lodging
among the rocks. Instead (as we expected)
of seeing every thing dashed to picces, and
the mules killed, all we found amiss was,
the breaking of the splinter bar and two bot-
tles. By the greatest accident, there hap-
pened to be no one in the carriage ; and the
driver scrambled off when he found his
mules giving way.

4th. — Marched for Cortesada, where
(after passing a deserted town; and a per-
fect amphitheatre of mountains) we arrived
and picquetted.—Here we had ninc horses
starved to death, and many others were in
a most deplorable condition.

5th—Proceeded to Larzidas, a large vil-
lage, so forsaken by its inhabitants that
g@very house was empty but about three or
4our, in which there remained the families
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of a few miserable peasants.—The bullocks*
not coming up till late in the evening, we
were, as usual, in a bad way for provision ;
and at this place even water was so scarce
that we were forced to put a sentry over
what could be discovered, and which was
very bad.

6th.— Continued to advance, and pic-
quetted near Castello Branco; where we
were reinforced by our fourth squadron,
which had arrived from General Bergs-
FORD’s army, then left in the north.

This day we passed, on our left, the As-
trello (or Ster) mountain, the highest in
Portugal ; on which we could plainly dis-
tinguish the snow, though supposed to be
nine leagues from the road.

Our route specified that we were to halt
at Castello Braneo; but on our arrival we
found that it was countermanded ; and, in

* 1t is common, when we come to a camp touch, to have
our half-starved bullocks up, down, and in the pot, the same
da ¥e

G
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our exhausted state, advanced, on the
7th, to Lodociro,—The officers were here in
little cabins; and about eleven at night a
fire broke out, which consumed a great part
of them. The inhabitants of this hamlet
were in such a state of apathy they never
attempted to assist, nor cven save their own
property, till their very houses were caught
by the tlamnes.

8th.—Marched to a wood near I.o-
doeiro.—The country we -had passed ap-
peared to abound with a varicty of birds.
The eagles and vultures were constant-
ly hovering over the rear of the troops,
and several times came within fair shot.
~—There is also a small spccies of land
tortoise, onc of which our men caught in a
shed.

s7 Oth.—Proceeded on.our march. — This
being-a clear day,: we -were presented with
.the, grand mountains in our front, and, while
~0 intensely /%ot we could scarcely breathe,
~tve plainly saw the snow with which several
"6f their summits were covered. — After ad-
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vancing three leagues, we crossed the river
Elga, which in that partdivides the two king:
doms, and (leaving Salvateira, and a Moor-
ish castle, to our right) entcred Sparn.—
The inhabitants of the two countries seemn
to have no communication with, or know-
ledge of each other. We surveyed the town
of Zarza Mayor, which appeared very little
different from those we had seen in Portu-
gal : the Spanish, however, in their houses,
scem neater and cleaner thtan the Portu-
guese.

Tlis day the regiment came up with the
remainderofthe brigade, andbivouacqued thiree
miles from Zarza Mayor.—In the evening
we had to pitch our boughs in a forest,
where we were tortured the whole nmight by
gnats, and annoyed with every description
of reptile, and by a concert of toads and frogs,
which were by no means unlike Portuguese
women in « market.—In the morning, my face
was swelled with bites; and the blankets
between which I laid would have been a
treat to no one but Sir J B :
Nothing could well exceed the variety of

GQ
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insects, with which these blankets woyld
have furnished the ahatenr: he might have
obtained the finest specimens of the beetle—
the choicest old spiders—and swarms of
ants, which in these warm countries are half
an inch in length.

After getting up, I bathed in some water
near; and, while dressing on the bank, there
were around me enough of the large Spa-
nish lizards to supply half the museums in
Londen. —1 was afterwards congratulated
on neither being sucked by a leech nor bit
by a water-snake, both of which are said to
abound in this water.

11th. — After halting the 10th, we re-
newed our march at four o’clock A. M.; and
in the evening got to a wood, a short half-
league from Morealega.

12th. — We entered Coria; whence we
were sent half a league out of our line of
march, and picquetted at least a mile from
any water. The wood we were in contained
a variety of the most curious Spanish birds,
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with which the trees were full every where
round the camp. — This country, and I be-
lieve almost every other in Spain, abounds
with game : some of the German Legion,
who had brought their guns with them, were
out only a few hours, and came home load-
ed with red-legged partridges.

I rode to Coria, a large town, on a
vast eminence. Here is a fine church,
through which I was shown by a priest. It
has towers, with parapets overlooking the
whole country. Its inside, as well as its or-
naments, differs little or nothing from the
churches in Portugal. An organ it has on
so large a scale, that the bellows are blown
by means of two boys running hand in hand
up and down a see-saw of flat timber. The
holy father told me, that this was the finest
instrument in Spain, and that the pipes
were all pure silver. For the latter I have.
only Ais word ; but the organ spoke for it-
self: I never heard any thing to equal its
tone; and the different stops produced a
chaste and tasteful imitation of every in-
strument.——In the town of Coria we had
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iced lemonade, frozen with the snow
brought, above nine leagues, from the
mountain tops. o,
. 13th.—Marched ; crossed the river Ala-
gon; and picquetted near Gualisteia, a town
with intricate streets, on_ a strong posiuon,
and fortified by a Moorish wall.

14th. — This day we passed through a
country {ull of game : —an officer and ny-
self, by merely flanking the regiment on the
march, with onc old gun between us, killed
a fine bag of Spanish partridges and wild-
pigeons. — About mid-day we entcred Pla-
centia, alarge town on the Xerg, where the
army had assembled. We had excellent
ground for camp, close to the town: the
lines of our brigade were on a green as level
as a billiard-table, shaded by large trees;
and, by making our huts on the banks of
the pivér, we had only to take a swim and lie
down again, wheneyer we felt it too hot.

W}?th.—— Received orders to advance the

gt day.
\
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On’ the 18th we mmched about five
ieagues, and ‘bivoudeqiied in the folcnt on
the banks of the Tieter. B

tt

19th, — Continued to advance through
the forest; and, after a fatiguing march of
eight leagues, halted for the night near the
river. Our position was' sheltered Ly a
range of mountains covered with snow,
which appeared as if close to us, though at
the distance of about twelve miles. The
day being clear, we had a distinct view of
their summits, the height of which is so
immense, that we perceived a few small
clouds hanging near them in the sky, with-
out reaching above one third of their stu-
pendous elevation.

After pursuing our march for some time,
on the 20th we got clear of the forest, and
passed a plain of above three leagues in ex-
tent; the dry sand of which strongly re-
flected the intense heat of the day, without
affording us the shelter of a single tree.

Lcavi.ng the town of Oropeza to our left,
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we plcquetted for the night near Lugo-Terra,
situated on the same chain of hills. A large
pomegranate-tree here saved some of us the
trouble of building ‘a hut, and thus made
amends for the late barrenness of the sultry
plain—~We here received information that
five hundred French cavalry, sent on a fo-
raging party, had quitted Lugo-Terra on the
day before our arrival. — General ANsON’s
brigade, with four regiments of infantry,
were on the advance.

On the 21st we were passed by the whole
of the Spanish army, amounting to at least
forty-two thousand. Their infantry, in part
nly, had a good appearance : but many of
their cavalry were in a ragged state, with-
out boots, and some of them literally with
bare feet. Their horses, though slight,
were in other respects good ; yet with bad
appointments, ill put on; insomuch, that
their stisrups were so long as hardly to be
reached with the toe pointed down,

We remained saddled, ready to turn out
on the shortest notice.—In the evening we
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marched on. Having passed Oropeza, the
whole British army was drawn up, for Ge-
neral CUESTA’S inspection, and afterwards
picquetted in the contiguous tields, Our
station was close to a small village, through
which we had passed.

We came up with the Spanish troops on
the 22d, whom we found engaged in a skir-
mish on an immense plain. Our army soon
supported them in great force, advancing
in readiness to give the enemy battle; but
they continued to retreat through Talavera,
which they evacuated, with the loss of a
few men ; and fell back to a strong position
above a league from it, on the other side - of
the Tagus. We remained bivouacqued be-
tween Talavera and the Alberche, in readi-
ness to advance.

This was a fagging day for the troops;
for, after being up nearly all the preceding
night, we had begun our march at four in
the morning; and it was near seven in the
evening when we had 'halted. An hour
then elapsed before any provision could be
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got ;- and tkat some of us had to leave to go
on picquet, which kept us on the alert all
night. — In the interim, we heard that our
cavalry in advance near the Alberche (the
23d Dragoons and 1st Hussars of the
King’s. German Legion) had been fred on
fromn & masked battery, near to which they
advanced tb attack a small body of the
enemy, drawn up as if with an intention of
resisting.  This brigade lost ten horses; but,
fortunately, no men were killed. An(l we
were told, that about the same time Sir Ar-
THuR had a narrow escape while recon-
noitring ; having been fired at with a three-
pound shot, which cut a bough from a tree
close to his head.

" On the 23d we received orders to march
at five; but these were countermanded, gpd
our advance was postponed till the follow-
ng d?.y; in consequence, as we were after-
wards told, of General CuEsTA’s unwilling-
ness to go forward — for various reasons —
all beyond the comprchension of° those, to whom
the immediate attack promised every suc-
cess!
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In the evening, we heard that the French
had occupied a very strong position (ac-
cording to report, with ‘entrenchments)
about a league and a half from the town
and that their army, calculated at ncarly
thirty thousand, was to be reinforced by
twelve thousand more. We had not the
smallest doubt but a very severe action
would take place, as it was the known de-
termination of Sir ARTHUR to attack them
carly the following morning.

24th. — After hearing the road in one
continued rattle all mght, with the march-
ing of artillery, we turned out at two .M.
With the infantry in advance, we moved on,
till the approach of day. The cavalry then
halted, and dismounted, while the tront of
the British column, which extended consi-
derably above a league, was fording the
river to the left; and the Spaniards, on the
right, passing the bridge, under the héights.
We expected every moment to hear a tre-
mendous cannonading ; till, after waiting
some time, uncertain what could occasion
the delay of the attack, we received infor-
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mation that the French had retreated during
the night. In consequence of this, our or-
ders were to return to the environs of Tala-
vera, and there to remain picquetted till
further instructions. The Spanish army was
in advance.

Talavera is a large town, with rather in-
tricate streets, and was formerly celebrated
for its silk-manufactory. Most of the inha-
bitants have been driven out by the late ex-
cesses of the French. Close to our camp
were the ruins of 2 most extensive and
beautiful amphitheatre: the rotunda ap-
peared to have been occupied by cavalry.
Here also the remains of a large church are
added to the general marks of dilapida-
tion.

On the 25th and 26th we remained en-
camped round Talavera, destitute of almost
every article of provision. On the latter
day, the advanced guard of General Cu-
esta was driven from its position near Tor-
rijos, when his army retired to the right
bank of the Alberche. After this, all the
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movements of the enemy indicated the de-
sign of a’' general action.

At one in the morning of the 27th, the
cavalry were ordered to make a patrole.
We marched in the dark ; and at day-break
arrived at the bank of the river Alberche,
opposite the spot where the French had
been lately encampec. We then halted,
waiting for further orders, and hearing va-
rious reports :—some asserted that our pic-
quets were driven in by the enemy ; others,
that the Spanish troops in front, with Ge-
neral MACKENZIE’s division, were engaged :
but the prevailing opinion was, that the
French had entirely retreated, and that we
should see no more of them till we got near
Madrid.

After a suspense of about three hours, we
reccived orders to advance, and cross the
river. Before we had marched a league,
we met all the baggage of the advanced
posts on the return, and the infantry retreat-
ing. The division thus pressed was that of
General MACKENZIE, which was attacked
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by a greatly superior force while falling
back on the main body of the army.—Ge-
veral MACKENZIE was posted near the wood
on the right of the Alberche, with a division
of infantry and a brigade of cavalry.

Of our combined force, the Spaniards
formed the right wing, in front of Talavera;
the ground before them (froin which they
took care not to advance) being covered
with olive-groves, and much intersected by
ditches.  'The open ground to the lelt was
the station of the British: as this was com-
manded by a height, Major-General HiLL's
division was posted there, mn a second line,
and had to maintain the position against
the repeated attacks of the enemy.—Ano-
ther position, in the centre of the two ar-
mics, was secured by DBrigadier-Generdl
A. CamPBELL, with the Guards, supported by
our brigade of dragoons and some Spanish
cavalry.

The enemy’s force, which more than
twice excceded purs, was composed of the
ugtted corps of Marshal VicTor and Gene-
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ral SEBASTIANI, Dbesides nearly cight thou.
sand of JosEpH BUONAPARTE's Guards, and
the garrison of Madrid.

v

But, reverting to our first advance. With
the Spanish cavalry on our right, we formed
on a large plain; where the cnemy ad-
vanced on us in such strength that we were
driven all the wéy back to Talavera; their
videttes maintaining a skirmish with ours till
within a mile of the town.—We went into
camp, but received immediate orders to turn
out again, the whole army being. under
arms, for the support of General MACKEN-
ZIE’s division, which, with a brigade of six
six-pounders, had hitherto sustained the ef-
forts of the enemy. — Ior this purpose the
cavalry re-advanced. We had no sooner
reached the plain, than we found ourselves
under a heavy cannonade, particularly on
the left, from the range of hills, near a
wood. We then fell back on the heights
to the left of Talavera. )

In the dusk of the evening the enemy be-
gan a very warm action with the artillery
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and infantry, the latter of whom were en-
gaged nearly all night; and a little before
dark the enemy made an attempt, with Po-
lish cavalry, to break through the Spanish
lines, and enter Talavera. On this the Spa-
niards opened a fire from right to left, by
which these Poles were put to flight.—Our
cavalry were then in the rear.

Formed in open column, we laid down,
with our horses’ bridles round our armns, till
midnight, when we were roused by a sharp
firing on the left. This was occasioned by
an attempt of the enemy to gain possession
of the height occupied by the division of
General HiLL. After an obstinate struggle,
and a momentary appearance of success,
they were repulsed in a very spirited man-
ner by the bayonet. Whole battalions of
the enemy had got into our line; some call-
ingoutthatthey were “Spanish ;” and others,
that they were “ Germans deserting:” our
old soldiers, however, soon discovered their
“ruse de guerre,” and gave them enough of
coming to close quarters,
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28th.—About two o’clock in the morn-
ing our attention was again called to a very
heavy firing from the wood in front of Ta-
lavera. The Spaniards, as we afterwards
learnt, had opened their fire on their own
videttes, whom, from the darkness of the
night, they had mistaken for the enemy.
Similar mistakes occurred throughout the

arimies.

During the night-engagements, our bat-
talions, as well as those of the cnemy, fought
with such determined fury, as frequently to
close in, and beat out cach other's brains
with their muskets.

At half past five A. M. therattack was
renewed on General HiLLs position, and
was again repelled with distinguished bra-
very. —'The two armies then continued
sharply engaged till about eleven o'clock,
when the attack of the I'rench was suspend-
ed. 'They then rested their troops; and,
we heard, cooked their dinners in the field
of battle.— We were at the same time
cheered with the wclegme appearance of
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some wine, which, with a little bread, was
1ssued to our troops.

About noon the engagement was renew-
ed, and became general; when the firing
of musketry was heard, on all sides, like
the roll of a drum, with scarcely a mo-
ment’s intermission, accompanied by a
heavy cannonade; and thus continued dur-
ing the remainder of the day.—Our infan-
try could not but suffer most severely dur-
ing such a general slaughter : several regi-
ments, on both sides, were nearly cut to
pieces, many companies being reduced
from seventy-five to nine or ten men.—
The dragoons on the right did not come
forward till the afternoon, when they were
called on to support General SHERBROOKL's
division. After making our way through a
grove of olives in some confusien, we gain-
ed the open ground, and had to form under
an intessant fire of artillery and musketry ;
the small shot literally pouring in like a
shower of hail. —On the left of the line
were the 23d Dragoons and 1st German
Hussars, who advanced against some French
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columns, which were marching on General
HiLp’s division by way of the valley. 'This
brigade was ordered to charge; but the
enemy, having soon formed in two solid
squares, were too well prepared for their re-
eeption; and, to increase the disadvantages
under which this attack was made, there
was, between these regiments and the ene-
my, a large ditch. Notwithstanding the
confusion this occasioned, the 23d Dragoons
persevered in the charge; and, though with
a most serious loss, penctrated the l'rench

battalions *.

I liere assert, that several of the Spanish
cavalry 7an away: some of whom were seen
robbing the poor women belonging to the
British army, whom they found on the
road, crying, and anxiously alarmed for the
fate of their husbands. One poor wretch
(of our regiment) they not only pluﬁdvred
of every thing in her possession, but took
her very clothes, and an ass, on which, from

* The ground where this attack was made, &c., will ba

secn in the Plan.
' e
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her infirmity, she was obliged to travel, 'The
cruclty practised by some of our allies ex-
ceeded every thing that can be conceived.
I was informed —and 1 believe 1t — that,
after robbing, stripping, and putting to
death, several of our wounded, a party of
them had the impudence to appear before
our officers, relating their own enormities,
with seeming horror, and imputing them to
the French. 'Their guilt appeared mani-
fest, however, from the appointments of the
unfortunate suflerers being found in their
possession. — Added to this, so completely
did the Spaniards in general monopolise
every article of provision, that, to the period
above described, many of us had been near-
ly three days without receiving bread, or
any kind of sustenance. 'This may in some
measure, perhaps, be attributed to a want of
exertion in many of our commissariat.

To return from this digression.—The bat-
tle raged, with equal obsunacy on both
sides, till the close of day; when, after a
most sanguinary contest, the action ceased ;
€ach party maintaining the same position.—
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During the night the enemy retreated, and
crossed the river Alberché in perfect order;
Jeaving us in possession of the field of
battle.

Thus the hard-fought action was decided-
ly gained by the matchless bravery of Bri-
tish troops. Nothing could exceed the va-
lour of our infantry and cavalry during the
whole of the above engagements; aud our
artillery was also highly conspicuous, though
labouring under the disadvantage of Laving
no horses in reserve.—"The effect of Colonel
SHARPNELL's shells was fatally ruinous to
the enemy’s columns, which by these were
frequently broken: but it was lamentable,
during the day, to see the fuzes set fire to
the grass, by which many of the wounded
were burnt.—We had thirty pieces of ar-
tillery — viz. nineteen six-pounders, five
five-and-half inch howitzers, and six three-
pounders. The French had upwards of
sixty pieces of cannon, most of which were

 eight-pounders : and, it must be observed,

they were so directed towards the British,
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that scarcely a shot was fired at the Spa-
niards during the whole of the 28th.

In taking further notice of our allies, I
much wish that what I have to say of them
was at all in their praise. Their numbers
amounted to between thirty and forty thou-
sand effective in the field. During the
whole of the attack on the 28th (directed
entirely against the British line), they re-
mained almost wholly inactive* —except a
great number of them whom I, and indeed
most of the British officers, saw running
away.—Throughout the engagement, num-
bers of the Spaniards were constantly dis-
appearing. We heard of two regiments, in
particular, who ran away on the evening of
the 27th, frightened by the firing of their
own troops on the right ; and the posts from

* Feeling myself bound, as well as fully disposed, to
make mbntion of what exceptions I saw, or even heard of,
I have to name two Spanish battalions, under General Wir-
TiNGHAM, who «eme forward to support the Guards; some
squadrons of cavalry on our left; with General Bassscourr’s
division, and part of their artillery.
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which they deserted were occupied, by
command of Sir ARTHUR, with troops from
the second line. — Piles of Spanish arms
were left loaded in the field.

From what I am going to add, it may be
ascertained, that the inhabitants of Talavera
possessed as little humanity, as the genera-
lity of the keroes had shown disposition for
the combat, whilst posted to our right, for
its nominal defence.—About an hour before
the close of the last engagement, it was my
chance to receive a wound: in conse-
quence, I was carried to Talavera; and, on
my arrival, the Spaniards refused to let me
come within their thresholds. Thus was I
left, bleeding, in the street; surrounded by
the most pitiable and horrid objects that
can be imagined, who were lying on the
pavement, screaming and groaning, without
the soothings of compassion or succour of
any kind. — At length I proved mor¢ fortu«
nate than my fellow-sufferers, through the
kind assistance of an officer, who, being on

hospital guard, had a billet, and gave me
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up lits bed—which (we having for nineteen
previous nights slept in the fields, and ge-
nerally without shelter) was rendered a no-
velty. Here I remained, reflecting, during
a sleepless night, on the many who had to
endure far worse than myself.

My case, in being refused admission at
Talavera, was by no means a singular one.
An ofhicer, who fad a billet there, which he
had occupied some time, was brought back
to it in a predicament similar to my own :
like myself, he was refused the shelter of a
roof, and left fainting in the streets, till
some soldicrs forced open the door.

After the battle, we heard that the French
army had consisted of forty-eight thousand
(a point since ascertained), and that JosEpH
.BuonNAPARTE had been descried by one of .
Sir ArRTHUR’s staff.—The enemy sustained
the loss of more than ten thousand men,
with that of twenty pieces of brass cannon,
and five standards. — We entered the field
eighteen thousand three hundred strong;
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and our loss, as will appear by the follow-
ing returns, fell very heavy, on the oflicers
as well as privates.

Killed. Wounded.  Missing.

General Staff ...coiviceeneas 5 cennne 9 wrres  —
Lieut.-Colonels .......... e 2 venee 10 s =
Majors cviverererioininnennes 1w . 12 L. —
Captaing  ...eeveevencranennne T vevees 53 eenne 5
Lieutenants ... cocecrvanenees 15 cieee 71 onens 3
Cornets and Ensigns ...... 3 ... 34 ... 1
Adjutants «ieveenieinerrenerens b oceie 0 ierrs —
Serjeants ... o secerereeriens 28 weene 165 L.l 15

Drummers  ,ieeeeeececsrsees b oaieane 16 el 9
Rank a“d Fi]e ss8sesesssonen 735 “esecs 3537 uiee 620

Total ...... 801 3913 G659

Recapitulation.

Killed siceevinneesearsioneienes 801
Wounded ..iconeeererninneess 3913
MiSSING «erreaneecrscaraonserees 053

Grand Total ...cc0u0o 5367
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The following is an abstract of the total loss of
the respective regiments (including officers,
non-commissioned officers, and privates) in
killed, wounded, and missing, in the battles
of Talavera.

General Staff  ....coiviinvinineinininnnne 14
3d Dragoon Guards .....cccovsrnnniereeass 8

4th Dragoons ....... cerreerenena, cerenes 12
14th Light Dragoons ........ccccoseeennseee 16
16th Ditto wocvverereeniinenniianenn ereenns 14
23d Ditto ...... taresssseretenrses vevennnee 207
1st Ditto (German Legion) wovveeerssnns 42
Royal British Artillery ......... veneeanane . 34
Royal German Artillery ......ccoeevnnne . 34
Royal Engineers ........ U
Royal Staft Corps w.eevvuvveranes vee corenere 2

1st Battalion Coldstream .......coceevenees 297
1st Battalion 3d Guards ..........ovceeneeee 322
T T T cereaes veess 142
2d Battalion 7th Koot veeeeveerierrensniseees 65
2d Ditto 24th weevvererrvieeeiininirisnnnnns 355

1WEDitto 20th  cevvvverenrerrerennens versenns 186
2d Ditto 31st .veereane creverereereebonsinres 249
1st Ditto 40th .....cccvverveeevncornesrenss 58

llt Ditto 45':h 00000000 700000000000 00000000 193
Carried forward ..., 2247
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Brought forward ...... 2247

1st Battalion 48th ...c.c.cvciicenreccnceccacess
2d Ditto i 113 < SN
2d Ditto 53d cceunniniriieiiiiicenancenassane
5th Ditto 60th  ..cccevviciceiireerscicnnscane
1st Ditto 61St.ceciveinnenccncrcracnrcnasannans
2d Ditto 68th  .ieiveveecierrnecicenrannans
2d Ditto 83d ceccevicencerrncrrcrccensrsccenes
2d Ditto 87th .ccveereercarcnicrenranennass
I1st Ditto 88th ....cccvecevercccerscccvcannes
1st Ditto 97th  ..ccevevencenenes
1st Ditto Detachments ......ccceeieeiennen
2d Ditto ditto
1st Line Batt. German Legion ...........
1st and 2d Light Batt. ditto  ............
2d Line Batt. ditto Cerseseseass
5th  Ditto ditto ceeesemsans
7th  Ditto ditto creeees

Total ......

176
71
39
77

272

128

288

253

140
58

274
21

300
79

390

300

256

5367
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Before the morning of the 20th the ene-
my had effected their retreat beyond the
Alberché ; and our men were, during the
day, busily employed in burying the dead,
and conveying the wounded into the town.
It is painful to record, that the streets still
contained pitiable wretches, who had lain in
torture during the nmight, mixed with the
bodics of those who had expired. Some
officers, on their return from exploring the
field of battle, described the sight of dis-
membered linbs, embowelled and other-
wise mangled bodies, as too horrible for
contemnplation; and even expressed their
regret at having witnessed the scene.

30th.—Though the whole of the preced-
ing day and night had been occupied in re-
moving the wounded, several still remained
amidst the slaughter: and their numbers
were so considerable, in proportion to the
surgeons, that many of those removed had
not been dressed; and even'several neces-
sary amputations remained inevitably un-
performed;  whilst other sufferers were
‘brought in throughout the day and night.
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By the 31st the. French had retreated
about two leagues; and our advanced posts
were formed by Geuneral CRAUFURD's light
brigade,and a troop of horse artillery, which
had arrived from Lisbon on the 20th.

August 2. — This evening our army re-
ceived orders to march at four o'clock the
next morning; and on the 3d fell back to
Oropeza.

Confined to my bed since the 28th, I
lost the pleasure of being with my regiment,
and am precluded from giving a regular
diary of its movements; it is, however, cs-
sential, briefly to state what became of the
army. Sir ARTHUR, finding that Marshal
SouLT  was in great force at Placentia,
marched to Oropeza, with a view of attack-
ing him ; but finding that the Spanish army,
which were left to cover our sick und
wounded, /ad also retired on Oropeza; it was
then found expedient to change the route,
and cross the Tagus at Puente del Arzobispa,
and thus secure a retreat on Portugal.—
Notwithstanding our widettes were, at one
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time, within a league of the enemy, he suf-
fered them to pass unmolested; and our
army effected a steady retreat; having pre-
viously sent on about two hundred cars,
containing a part of the wounded, which
were frequently stopped to throw off those
who died on the road.

The army having reached its destination
(in an exhausted state, from fatigue, and
scarcity of provision), was stationed as fol-
lows :—Head-Quarters at Badajos ;—Gene-
ral SHERBROOKE s division from Lobau to
Merida, with a German brigade of artillery
at the former, and the troops of horse artil-
lery, with some cavalry, at the latter place;
—the light infantry brigade at Portalegre
and Neisa; and some other brigades near
Campo Mayor and Albuquerque; — four
brigades of artillery encamped near Bada-
jos; and the 40th regiment in the town ;—
the light dragoons (nearly dismounted)at and
near Villa Vigoza.—The sick were sent into
hospital at Elvas; to which place the me-
dical staff with the army, and those left at
Lisbon, repaired.
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3d.—On the retreat of the army from
Talavera I was left in bed, and remain-
ed uninformed of the circtumstance till ten
o'clock this day.—Soon after, a Surgeon
came, and consoled me by saying the I'rench
were not likely to return, and that our army
had fallen back for the purpose of getting
better supplies during their halt; but that,
at all eveats, my attempting to move would
be attended with the almost certainty of
losing my life.—The Surgeon had not lett the
room threc hours, when my man ran in, to
say the French were close to the town, and
that every one who was able to stir was muak-
ing the best of his way to the rear. 1 had
but a short time to take my choice of fall-
ing into the hands of the cnemy a perfect
cripple, or moving at the risk of dying on
the road. Preferring freedom to captivity,
under any circumstances, I soon decided to
attempt a retreat; — was then taken out of
bed, and carried down stairs; and, with
pillows fixed to the saddle, was just able to
support myself on a horse, — iny man lead-
ing him at a slow walk, under a broiling
sun, towards Oropeza.— Before proceeding
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far in the town, I was informed that Calera
was the point to which the sick were order-
ed : accordingly my march was directed for
that place ; whither there was little difficulty
in finding my way, the road being soon
crowded with wounded men. After having
travclled a few miles, the pain occasiones
by the motion of the horse was less acute;
and by having recourse to a calabash of vi-
negar and water whenever I was likely to
faint, I supported myself wonderfully well.
—On reaching Calera, we found that Puente
del Arzobispo was the place of destination for
the sick; which occasioned my journey that
night to be four leagues farther. The other
wounded men had got so far a-head, that I
was several times near being lost on the
heath, and with difficulty reached Arzo-
bispo by eleven o’clock. The people were
gone to bed, and only one light was to be
seen. 'The Alcdlde (or Constable) was soon
found; who, after an apparent altercation
with a woman, desired me to go into the
cabin containing the light, and went away.
On my approaching the door, the heroine

at me like a tigress, with a Patriot mn
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her rear to support her. She positively re-
fused admission, though she saw e ina
fainting state, and knew my request was
only for permission to lie on some straw in
the passage.—During this squabble my head
turned giddy, and had not my man sup-
ported me, I should have fallen off the
horse. At this moment a dragoon came up,
who, having his hands disengaged, soon put
the Patriot and his Senora to flight, and
helped me into the house. Here, laid on
some straw by the side of a sick Spaniard, I
remained the night. My other servants and
horses were lost, and slept on the heath;
but, by the greatest accident, found me out
in the morning.

4th.—I was again put on horseback, at
five o’clock A. M. On reaching the further
end of the town, whence the sick were ex-
pected to proceed, they had not then re-
ceived instructions, and were waiting the
arrival of a field officer, who was deputed to
take them in charge. I then entered an-
other house, where, with some opposition,

I .
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a mattress was got, on which I laid till a
wounded officer came by, who was retreat-
ing with his family, and we proceeded toge-
ther to Navallé Morelecho.

5th.—Continued our march to Lasteralia,
where we rested, and had some tea. — On
our way to this place the cart of my party
broke down ; and we were under the neces-
sity of waiting till a car was pressed, and
wild bullocks were driven from the moun-
tains, to bring on the baggage.—All difficul-
ties being overcome, we proceeded. I‘aint
with the heat of the day, I was obliged to
be placed in a caléehe; and the road being
one of the roughest that ever wheels travel-
led, I was in torture the whole way. The
hip bone, which a rifle-ball had gone through
and shattered, and the muscles of my back,
where it was then lodged, were bumped with
the greatest violence against the hard sides
of the carriage; and my riding on horse-
back again that day was totally out of the
question, as the pain suffered already had
made me so weak I could not have sup-
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ported myself. — At last, we reached a vil-
lage, the name of which (I believe) is Moy~
athis. Here we passed the night.

6th.—The carriage-road extending no
farther than this place, my friends were
obliged to return all the way back to Arzo-
bispo; and were almost in the face of the
French videttes, who very soon after drove
‘the Spaniards from that place. I determined
on continuing through the mountains, and
travelling (so long as life permitted me) on
a small mule. My object was to make for
Truxillo : as, it the army were suffered to
retire unmolested ; or, on the other hand,
held the enemy in check; the odds were,
that, by a torced march, 1 could reach the
point before them : and if compelled to a
precipitate retreat, I must at all events be
made prisoner. — I then started, taking my
chance whether Truxillo would be found oe-
cupied by French or British troops.

This .day {being joined by a wounded
officer of infantry) we began to, encounter
the passes of the Guadaloupe Mountains.

12
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Here we went sometimes over solid rocks,
where our mules were every moment stum-
bling; and at others over the roughest stones,
‘interspersed with deep holes: then down
descents of heights, where the animals could
scarcely keep on their legs: and occasion-
ally travelling the sides of precipices, by the
mere pass of a goat-track :—a pleasant situ-
ation for a man with an empty stomach and
broken bones!!! — Wehad a guide, or ne-
ver should have been able to make out the
passes ; and the whole country being unin-
habited *, we could have found no one to
direct us.—After a broiling and exbausting
march, we late at night reached Allia; where
we had to wait a long time before there could
be got a billet.

7th.—Continued our march to Logrosan ;
and on the 8th to Solita. Here they would
neither give nor sell us any thing, till we
made them understand that I was a Briga-
dier of Cavalry, and that my troops were

* A region destitute of every living creature, except a

number of Spanisk cavalry, by whom we were nearly rode
over,
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«coming in the next day ; -‘who, if our requi-
sitions were refused, I would order to take
the Alcdlde prisoner, and send him to Eng-
land.—On this we had brought us the pro-
duce of the village, with a thousand apolo-
gies, -and benefited by a great deal of pressed
civility.

Oth.—Arrived at Truxillo, where we were
cheered by the sight of English soldiers,
and found ourselves two leagues in rcar of
the British army.

This tewn brings you again into the road
from Madrid to Lisbon. Itisa large place,
torn to pieces by the French: has some
good houses ; and is famous for having given
birth to Pizarro.

During our pass through this desert coun-
try, we were literally starving, and had the
utmost difficulty in procuring bread, even
at an imposing price: as to wine or spirits,
they were not to be heard of; and there
was scarcely a bit of meat to be bought.
Our horses and mules, which were chiefly
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fed with stale chaff, were nearly famished,
as well as oursclves. . For my own part, I
believe my life was owing to the goats : their
owners, the Patriots, refusing to sell me a little
milk, [ contrived to get this nourishment
by stealth ; making the guide fill my bottle
every day, when we came to a herd of these
animals. — T'o complete this wretched re-
treat, we were every where annoyed with
fleas, bugs, and body lice.

10th, — Proceeded on my journey, pass-
ing through Santa Cruz; and, after a hard
and hot day’s march, arrived at Meajados;
where, what with fasting and fatigue, I was
ready to drop from the mule. We found
the people in this place (if possible) more
ancivil than at others *: my servants were

* A brother officer, who was dangerously ‘ill of a fever
brought on by travelling with a severe wound, was here laid
on the floor of a 1oom, while his servant went for medical
ascistance. <The man, having no safer place to deposit his
master’s baggage, laid it somewhere near him: the Patriots,
taking advantage of the man’s absence and the officer’s situa-
tion, carried a great part of it off; rcbbing him, not only of
his helmet and appointments (the very articles used in defence
of their toumtry), but of several things which, from being a
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an hour before they could get a billet; dur-
ing which time I was laid on the pavement,
where the. Patriots refused me even a pillow,
and with the greatest reluctance brought
out a little water. A mob had soon assem-
bled round me, poking in their stinking
heads as if a basket of chcap fish were sell-
ing in the street. — At last I got into the
house of one of the Junta, who.......
SJully answered my expectations !

" 11th—At seven in the evening, having
hired mules to carry my men, two of whom
had been forced to walk the whole journey
with their feet quite raw, I continued my
march ; and by three in the morning reach-
ed Santo Padro; where I saw a light at a
post-house, begged admission, and was laid
on a mattress for an hour. — Having then
sufficiently recruited myself, 1 started for
Merida, and arrived at seven o’clock ; mak-
ing my march exactly twelve hours.

On entering this place, the traveller is

seripple, he more particularly required.—The same officer met
with similar treatment at other places,
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presented with fine ruins of an aqueduct;
near which there is, still passable, a Roman
bridge.—Merida contains an ancient tem-
ple, formerly dedicated to Mars, but since
devoted to Christian worship; also a sub-
terraneous tunnel, leading {rom the river.

I was here billeted in the house of a
Donna, who told us she was the wife of a
Brigadier. Being in much want of sleep,
I was immediately put to bed; but had
scarcely got warm, when myriads of — I
knew not what — were crawling over me.
By making a great effort, I raised myself
sufficiently to throw off the bed-clothes, and
found them to be bugs. Being unable to
help myself, I began bawling, and az last
was heard ; taken out of bed; and stuck up
in an arm-chair, till another cemd was pro-

vided.

13th.—We rested here during this day;
but not wishing to pass another night in the
place, I purposed starting in the ~ool of the
evening. Finding myself very weak, from
excessive fatigue and having my rest inter-
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rupted, I attempted to hire a car, but with-
out success. My lendlady, who showed a
great deal of pretended civility, and affected
to pity me extremely, assured me there was
no sort of conveyance to be had, and ex-
pressed her regret at having nothing of the
kind to offer. Shortl® after, a large car,
¥ith two fine mules, came to the door, and
was unloaded of sacks. In the mean time
my fellow-traveller hobbled off to the Al-
calde ; got a warrant to press the same ; and
we detained it in our possession. 'This ma-
chine proved to be the property of the old
woman, who became so enraged, that her
palavre burst into the furies of a vixen.—
We then procured asses for our men, and at
eleven at night got our convoy under weigh :
at one, in the afternoon of the 14th, we ar-
rived at Badajos. Having got into a billet,
I sent for the car-driver, to remunerate him
for his trouble, and pay for his expences
back to Merida; but he had saved me this
cost, by decarhping with his car and mules
the moment my men had left him — I sup-
pose, through fear of his getting pressed in-
to Portugal.
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My situation prevented me from seeing
any thing of Badajos, or indeed of other
places, further than what was presented to
my view while I passed by. This city 1
observed to be eminently situated, and on
the south of the Guadiana: it is strongly
fortified, and the {mntier town next Portu-
gal; to reach which you pass the Guadiana
by a fine Roman bridge considerably more
than one-third of a mile in length.

15th.—Ilired a caléche, and went to El-
vas ¥, — On our entering Portugal from
Spain, the sudden transition from haughti-
ness to civility is scarcely to be credited.
On being interrogated by the guard, which
is usual in a frontier town, I remained in
the street, while my servant went to Gene-
ral Leita, the Commandant and Governor,
to inform him who I was, and explain my
situation. He immediately sent down his

* Thi8 city, with its grand aqueduct and cistern, fortifica-
tions, convents, academy, churches, &c. I regret having heen
unable to survey ; and have here again to apologize for the
deficiency of my narrative; for I am particularly unwilling
to supply the defect of my own observation by reference to
travels or history of the country.
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‘Brigade-Major, with directions to assist me,
and to show me every kind of attention.—
I was conducted to a princely billet, in the
house of a Donnana Fortunata; where I re-
ceived great kindness, and had every luxury
brought to my bed-side, with the attendance
of two servants.

The General did me the honour to send
his nephew, with his compliments, offering
any thing I might want: and on hearing I
had expressed a wish to hire a conveyance
for the next day, he insisted on my taking
lis carriage, and using it as far as | thought
proper ;—a lberality of conduct perfectly ac-
cording with General Leitd's well-known cha-
racter.

On the morning of the 16th, the carriage
and four, with three servants, drove up to
the gate, while we were partaking of an
excellent breakfast, which had been pre-
pared for us before day-light. — About half
past five we started ; and while passing out
of the garrison the respect paid us was very
entertaining. By natives hat in hand, and
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guards turning out, we received every mark
of honour that could be shown a Prince.

We soon reached Estramos, where we
were received by a Portuguese orderly,
whom the General had sent on to provide
a billet.

17th. — Being greatly recruited by our
comparatively easy mode of travelling the
preceding day, we took leave of our fine
equipage, and proceeded to Arrayolos.

18th. — Passed Monté Mornovo, and
reached Vendas Novas : where, at first, we
could get no cover for ourselves or horses—
the juis de foro (or constable) being at Lis-
bon, and the natives refusing to admit us
without an order. We soon settled this
point, by selecting the best cazd we could
find, and forcing a billet. The house we
were in was contiguous to a long range of
buildings which formed an ancient royal re-
sidence. This, we were told. the Prince Re-
gent occasionally used as a hunting seat.
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19th.—Went through Peagoncs and Ril-
vas, and arrived at Aldea Galega; where
we most heartily rejoiced, having accom-
plished the lust stage of our truly miserable
and tormenting journey.

20th. — We embarked in 2 large boat,
which, in an hour and a half, sailed across
the Tagus, and brought us to the quay at
Lisbon.—The man we had sent forward to
provide for us, having becn so long on short
allowance, that, according to the old excuse,
half @ pint got in his head, was neither to be
seen nor heard of. — After lying for three
hours in the boat, and being surveyed by a
staring multitude (like a fresh-caught stur-
geon by the Cockneys, on the banks of the
'Thames), I gave up entering a billet for
that day, and was taken to Owen’s hotel.

Our happy transmigration, which we
performed in eighteen days, amounted to
eighty-eight leagues. —Their leagues are
rated at about four and one-fifth English
miles, though many of them far exceed that
distance.
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The number of leagues between each
place are as follow : —

SPAIN.

Leagues.
From Talavera de la Reyna to
Puente del Arzobispo ..iveveeenine “ 7
Navalle Morelecho ...ovveeeernnrenns 2
Moyathis c.oovererrenniereniersnnronnee 4
Allia siovirnmrmnariniininnnins T
Logrosan ........... crreeriiirnnienas . 5
Solita...... creeeetitesaitsariteroitnresns 4
Truxillo  cvviieereieniininecreceans 5

PORTUGAL. [

to Lisbon.

Elvasiciiiiiriineririeriasessssraserees

EStramos cuccceeireessierserecasesnnnne

On the great road from Madrid

Vendas Novas siveveciecnssrerense ‘en
Aldea Galega RN YRR N R AN REENRYR LN 3
P‘amge to Lisbon 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000

Total 88

3
6
Arrayolos ..eccevvranniennnnrniiiieeenss 6
7
8
3
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Probably I should never have surmount-
ed this journey, had it not been for repeat-
ed fomentations of hot water on my first
arrival at each place; which, by counter-
acting any additional inflammation that
might have been brought on from exertion,
enabled me to proceed. The pain, never-
theless, was incessant; and, from being
tcased with flies by day and vermin by
night, I could not get the necessary rest
even for a person in heatth.  This, added
to the scarcity of almost every thing 1
could eat, had reduced me to a perfect ske-
leton.

922d. — I was removed to an excellent
billet.

In a few days atter, all these exertions
began to operate on iy health; and the
heat of the season greatly tended to in-
crease the illncss. The weather, which had
for some time been intensely hot, then be-
came intolerable ; and the evenings so close
as to be quite oppressive. We were obliged to
remain almost suffocated, from having the
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windows shut, to avoid letting in myriads of
gnats and other insects, that would have
tormented us during the night. My sick-
ness soon increased to that degree as to pre-
vent my taking any nourishment ; and my
wound became so incessantly painful as, in
spite of opiates, to deprive me of sleep u'-
most cvery night.

I lodged in the house of a lady of distinc-
tion, to whom I consider myself much in-
debted for her most polite attention. It was
the study of this lady to make me as com-
fortable as my infirmity would admit of, and
procure for me every thing I could wish:
in both, she amply succeeded, having an
establishment where nothing could be
wanting.

September 14.—Continued very ill. After
losing a fortnight of my leave, waiting fora
conveyance to England, I lcarnt that a fleet
of empty transports were ordered to sail for
Portsmouth, under convoy of the Emerald
frigate. I had the good fortune to get a
‘passage; for procuring which I am under
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many obligations to my hostess, and also
for the kindest exertion on the part of the
British Minister. Having my choice of the
fleet, I fixed on a ship which had good ac.
commodation for myself and horses, and,
what is not readily to be met with, a very pleas
sant and obliging man for a captain.

15th.—Being informed that the convoy
wvere likely to sail early the next morning,
at two this afternoon I dispatched a soldier
with ‘baggage, in a Portuguese boat. —
This man was directed to bring back with
him, immediately, the ship’s long-boat, so
as to embark my horses before sun-set; but
he never returned; and I, expecting him
every moment, delayed sending after him
till it was too late to get a boat. The night

was thus passed in suspetse.

16th.—Early this morning I was roused
out of bed, by being told that the fleet were
on the point of sailing, and the ship’s boat
was waiting for me. I was carried out, half
undressed, and, when in the act of getting
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into the boat, with my mind made up to
the loss of all my baggage, the dragoon
who had taken it made his appearance, in-
forming me it was safely deposited on board.
It seemed this man had had a narrow
escape, On his returning the preceding
evening, there came on so hard a gale that
the boat and crew were nearly swamped,
and had been drifted to the opposite side of
the Tagus, where they lay out all night.
I then had my horses gallopped to Lisbon,
directing the men who went with themn to
offer any :rice for a boat, and attempt (what
I despaired of) getting them on board.
I bis was so well managed, that they arrived
alinost immediately after me, and were em-
barked whien we were in the very act of get-
ting under weigh. 1 then, notwithstanding
this hurry, brought off every thing, but my
stock of live poultry, which was left behind
through the stupidity — or, perhaps, kept
behind, through the cunning—of a blunder-
ing Irish d)'ag¢)0!{.

About:eleven o'clock we sailed out of the
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'Tagus with a northerly breeze, working to
westward for a good offing and the chance
of another wind.

17th and 18th.—The wind continued un-
favourable.

19th. — This day, when finding myself
almost «t the point of death for want of sur-
gical assistance, there occurred for me @
most providential circumstance : — It sud-
denly came on so calm, that boats could
pass from ship to ship, and the Commodore
very kindly came along-side, to offer any
thing he had that I might want. T request-
ed the attendance of his Surgeon, who was
immediately put on board. After examin-
ing my wound, he sent the boat back for his
Assistant and instruments, and opened the
muscles of my back, where it was probable
a mortification would speedily have taken
place; and had not this operation heen per-
formed, I should have died on the voyage.
—1I became so faint that they were obliged

to postpone doing any thing farther that day :
K 2
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from what was eﬁ'ected, | foﬁh& afmbs‘t im-
mediate relief,

In the evening there came on a light
breeze, fair for England.

20th. — The Surgeons came on board
again, and with some difticulty extracted
the ball, which had been considerably flat-

tened by passing through the muscles and
bone,

The kindness of our Commodore cannot
pass unobserved, and will by me be ever re-
membered with gratitude. In addition to
every possible attention paid me during the
voyage, he sent over sea-stock enough for
half the ship’s company, begging me to ask
for any thing I might happen to fancy.

let —The wind increased, and blew di-
rectly fair for England. — We this day en-
tered the Bay of Biscay, where we ran nine
knots an hour, during the night, under very
little sail.
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22d, 23d, and 24th. — The wind conti-
nued very fair.—In order to keep wecll clear
of Ushant, we stecred a westerly course, sail-
ing some distance in the Atlantic.

25th.—Opened the Channel ; and at nine
o'clock A. M. the ship’s carpenter got his glass
of grog, for first discovering the Lizard
Point.—We soon passed Ialinouth, briskly
scudding up Channel.

26th.—We had very little wind till the
afternoon, when a fine breeze sprung up,
and soon brought us in sight of the Isle of
Wight; and about eight that evening we
dropped anchor at Spithead.

It blew a hurricane all night, and we
were atone time in great danger. A large
ship, having broke her cable, came down
with wind and tide, and got foul of us about

midnight.
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Diary of our Passage from Lisbon to
Spithead.

From mid-day on Saturday to Miles in 24 hours,
Mid-day on Sunday 17th .....ceeeees 81
crreresvannienenseres 18th ciiiiiivn. 83
revsnernnnrannnnnnnes 10th e, 61
PRI 1011 SEUNUPRI ' | ]
SRS 2 11 SOOI 3 |
crevssaneninnnennenes 22d L 138
veesassnnennennsennns 284 .. 168
seeseanensernnes vene 24th L 151
veseresgerrsovarenses 251N siesiennn. 162
crnresesnsessssenens 20th ieiiiinii, 140

o

Total made good 1128

N. B. Taking the chart in a direct line crossing Cape Fi.
nisterre, we made the distance 70+ miles.
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27th.—It blew so hard all the morning,
that even the sailors would not venture in a
boat. I remained imprisoned in the cabin,
with stale provision, tantalised by viewing
the Land of Lurury from the window ; and
with so little hope of getting on shore, that
my mind was reconciled to lying with my
sore sides another night on hard boards. In
the evening, however, though still very
rough, the wind rather abated, and I was
determined to completc my emancipation.
The ship continued rolling to that degree it
was impossible to let me down along-side;
but I was lowered aft, in the stern-boat, which
I expected cvery moment would turn up-
side down, and empty out me and my per-
sonal property, like the contents of a Lisbon
gurret-pail. However, as in other narrow
escapes, I came off well ; and, having sur-
mounted every danger and difficulty with
the most providential success, landed safe in
the most enviable Island under Heaven !

After feasting on an English dinner at
Portsmouth, I set off in a chaise, which li-
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terally appeared to fly, after the crawling
copveyances of Spain and Portugal.

On the 28th (the very day two months
from the battle of Talavera) I happily reach-
ed my final destination.

Such has been my situation, that it has
necessarily occasioned me, in the foregoing
pages, to appear more of the egotist than
.might be wished ; but, for the narrative to
be at all connected, it was scarcely to be’
avoided, and was perhaps the least evil that
could be adopted.

By having recounted a few well-testified
anecdotes of the Spaniards, I do not mean
to assert that there are none of their nation
who look upon a British soldier with esteem;
-but the fyet,intended to.be here established
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is,—that it was not my good fortune to he.
hold any trace of kindness towards us: on
the contrary, in all places, apathy ; in some, a
seemingly confirmed disgust.

FINIS.

Ellerton sad Byworth, Priaters, Johawn's Coust, Fleet Strect, Loaden,















