
Can Oral Hokkien Language
be Written?

How Can Wikidata help?
slide: https://hackmd.io/@wikidata-tw/Syy3-LJ56 EASEAP Conference 2024
Wikimedia Taiwan Tân Suī-lîm
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Who am I?
• Supaplex
• 

• 

OpenStreetMap Wikidata
Wikimedia Taiwan
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https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/Supaplex
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Supaplex
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Taiwan/zh
https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/Supaplex
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Supaplex
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Taiwan/zh


Highlight of Previous Speeches
• The Numbers of Written Form Articles in Taiwan

Taigi is quite weak, but it is improving in these
years

• Emphasis on you can write in Hokkien on
Wikipedia too

• Main namespace on nan Wikipedia use
POJ(Latinization form), also Possible to Write in
Hanji Characters

• Manpower needed
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Wikimania 2023
• Talk about Taigi on Wikimania 2023 ( ,

)
• The talk is on EASAP track, not many people

particpants, and not many locals Singapore
• Some Chinese people attended, not quite sure

about their attitudes

Slides
record
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https://hackmd.io/@wikidata-tw/B1xgEtln2#/
https://youtu.be/kFWZxYATf6Y?t=5234
https://hackmd.io/@wikidata-tw/B1xgEtln2#/
https://youtu.be/kFWZxYATf6Y?t=5234


Introduction of Min Nan/Bân-
lâm/Hokkien Language

Southern Min Languages

Teo-Swa
Hokkien

Zhongshan Min
Datian Min
Zhenan Min

(Teochew and Swatow)

(Chinchew, Changchew, Amoy, Taiwanese, ... etc)

, , via Wikimedia CommonsLuuva CC BY-SA 3.0 5

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Banlamgu.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Banlamgu.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0




Introduction of Taigi/Min Nan/
Bân-lâm/Hokkien Language

• Total Speaking Population: 48 Millions
• One of the Main Languages: Taiwan,

Fujian(Hokkien)
• Minority Languages: , Hong Kong,

, , ,
Thailand(Teochew)

The Phillippine
Singapore Malaysia Indonesia

6

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singaporean_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Peninsular_Malaysian_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medan_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singaporean_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Peninsular_Malaysian_Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medan_Hokkien


The Past of Taiwanese Taigi
• One Language Policy
• Mandarin in Education System
• Entertainment: Taigi Songs, Drama
• Market language
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The Recent Developement of
Taiwanese Taigi

• End of the One
Language Policy in
1993 which Limited
the Boardcasting
time of Taigi or Hakka

• Taigi Language
Examination: 

,

• Became one of the
National Languages
in 2017

• Online Dictionary:

▪ 

、

Dictionary

Ministry
of Education
National
Chengchong

Taigi
Dictionary
ChhoeTaigi
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https://blgjts.moe.edu.tw/tmt/index.php
https://blgjts.moe.edu.tw/tmt/index.php
https://ctlt.twl.ncku.edu.tw/gtpt/index.html
https://ctlt.twl.ncku.edu.tw/gtpt/index.html
https://sutian.moe.edu.tw/zh-hant/
https://sutian.moe.edu.tw/zh-hant/
https://chhoe.taigi.info/
https://blgjts.moe.edu.tw/tmt/index.php
https://blgjts.moe.edu.tw/tmt/index.php
https://ctlt.twl.ncku.edu.tw/gtpt/index.html
https://ctlt.twl.ncku.edu.tw/gtpt/index.html
https://sutian.moe.edu.tw/zh-hant/
https://sutian.moe.edu.tw/zh-hant/
https://chhoe.taigi.info/


PTS Taigi Station
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https://www.taigitv.org.tw/
https://www.taigitv.org.tw/


The Possible Split of nan
• Appeal for a (

) ISO 639-3 Code by ÌTHUÂN KHOKI
(意傳科技) and other NGOs

• Taiwan Taigi: oan
• nan split into Eleven Codes: ,

, , , 
, Zhenan Min, , 

 etc.

https://iso639-3.sil.org/request/
2021-045

Luezhou Min
Hainanese Haklau Datian Min Zhangzhou &
Quanzhou Teo-Swa Zhongshan
Min
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https://iso639-3.sil.org/request/2021-045
https://iso639-3.sil.org/request/2021-045
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leizhou_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hainanese
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B5%B7%E4%B8%B0%E8%AF%9D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datian_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teo-Swa_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhongshan_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhongshan_Min
https://iso639-3.sil.org/request/2021-045
https://iso639-3.sil.org/request/2021-045
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leizhou_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hainanese
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B5%B7%E4%B8%B0%E8%AF%9D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datian_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teo-Swa_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhongshan_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhongshan_Min


The Different Names and Varies
of Hokkien

• Taiwan: Tâi-uân Bân-lâm-gú/Tâi-uân Bân-lâm-
gí/Tâi-uân Bân-lâm-gír

• Historic Name: Tâi-oân-ōe, Tâi-gí
• New Official Name: Taiwanese Taigi(Proposed)
• South East Asia: Hokkian/Hokkien/福建話
• The Phillipine: Lan-lang-oe/咱⼈話/咱儂話
• Hakka's called Hoklo(鶴老話)
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Taiwanese Taigi on Wikimedia
• 

•  nan/nan-hani labels, description
• Wikidata  (Wikidata Lexeme)
• 

Min Nan Wikipedia
Wikidata

Lexeme
Wiktionary
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https://nan.wikipedia.org/
https://wikidata.org/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Lexicographical_data
https://www.wiktionary.org/
https://nan.wikipedia.org/
https://wikidata.org/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Lexicographical_data
https://www.wiktionary.org/


nan Community
• the original Nan Wikipedians
• 

▪ 

• Wikidata Taiwan community

Hó-pêng-iú Wikimedians User Group
Tâi-uân ê kong-biō-bûn-huà wiki tsuan-àn
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https://meta.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/Hopengiu_Wikimedians_User_Group
https://meta.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/Hopengiu_Wikimedians_User_Group/Wiki_Soan-tho%C3%A2n_Oa%CC%8Dh-t%C4%81ng
https://meta.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/Hopengiu_Wikimedians_User_Group
https://meta.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/Hopengiu_Wikimedians_User_Group/Wiki_Soan-tho%C3%A2n_Oa%CC%8Dh-t%C4%81ng


Bân-lâm-gú(nan) Wikipedia
 (Taitong County) Just thatTâi-tang-koān
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https://nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A2i-tang-ko%C4%81n
https://nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A2i-tang-ko%C4%81n




The Problem of nan Wikipedia
• More Favor of POJ,

lack of Hanji
Content

• Too much
Administrative
Articles, not so
many Scinece
Articles

• Lack of
Community

• Many Articles not
linking to Wikidata
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Problem of nan Wikipedia 2 -
Spam
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Problem Case 1: Duplicated
Poland Place
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Problem Case 2: Thousands of
Non Wikidata-linked Articles
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Wikidata Labels & Descritions:
nan, nan-hani
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POJ and Hanji: Permanent
Duplicated Item

• Hakka, Bang-ue both have Hanji and
Romanization articles

• Linkage of Same language but different writing
system by Wikidata
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(P2959)
Permanent Duplicated

Item
this item duplicates another item
and the two can't be merged, as

one Wikimedia project includes two
pages, e.g. in different scripts or
languages (only applies to some

wikis, e.g.: cdowiki, gomwiki,
nanwiki). Use P31=Q17362920 for

other wikis.
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2959
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2959
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2959
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P2959


Example of Permanent
Duplicated Item

Taiwan Permanent Duplicated Item
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q22337467
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q22337467




Relation between Permanent
Duplicated Item

23



Main Item
Permanent
Duplicated Item

Wikidata

zh-min-
nan

hak

cdo

Q865 Q22337467

Tiong-hôa-
bîn-kok

中華⺠國(台灣)

Chûng-fà
Mìn-koet

中華⺠國(台灣)

Dṳ̆ng-huà
Mìng-guók

中華⺠國(台灣)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q865
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q22337467
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiong-ho%C3%A2_B%C3%AEn-kok
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiong-ho%C3%A2_B%C3%AEn-kok
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pang-ch%C4%81n:%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%BBng-f%C3%A0_M%C3%ACn-koet
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%BBng-f%C3%A0_M%C3%ACn-koet
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%E1%B9%B3%CC%86ng-hu%C3%A0_M%C3%ACng-gu%C3%B3k
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%E1%B9%B3%CC%86ng-hu%C3%A0_M%C3%ACng-gu%C3%B3k
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q865
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q22337467
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiong-ho%C3%A2_B%C3%AEn-kok
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiong-ho%C3%A2_B%C3%AEn-kok
https://zh-min-nan.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pang-ch%C4%81n:%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%BBng-f%C3%A0_M%C3%ACn-koet
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%BBng-f%C3%A0_M%C3%ACn-koet
https://hak.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%E1%B9%B3%CC%86ng-hu%C3%A0_M%C3%ACng-gu%C3%B3k
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%E1%B9%B3%CC%86ng-hu%C3%A0_M%C3%ACng-gu%C3%B3k
https://cdo.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%AD%E8%8F%AF%E6%B0%91%E5%9C%8B


Merits of Writing Hokkien on
Wikidata

• Using few Words of short Sentences filled in
Description

• An already Existing Structure
** Use English as Reference to Write Hokkien
** No need to rely on Mandarin

• Writing form: POJ, nan-hani, or Mixed(漢羅濫)
• Linked Data
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Other Sinitic Languages

Written System
• Chinese characters:

(yue),
(wuu)

• Romanization:
(hak), 

(cdo),
(nan)

Merits
• Big City:

Wu(Shianghai),
Nan(Taipei)

• Music Industrial:
Yue(Hong Kong),
Nan(Taipei)

• Education:
Yue(School),
Nan(School)

Cantonese
Wu

Hakka Bàng-
uâ
Hokkien
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yue_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hakka_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yue_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wu_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hakka_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Min
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Min


Fun thing on Wikidata
Taigi Hanji Pe ̍h ōe jī
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Sister's Project: nan name field
on OSM

 
: Map version

of Wikipedia, co-edited by
contributers
OpenStreetMap name:nan:

OpenStreetMap

Overpass Query
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https://www.openstreetmap.org/
https://overpass-turbo.eu/s/19i0
https://www.openstreetmap.org/
https://overpass-turbo.eu/s/19i0


 by Wikimedia
Foundation

 
Wikimedia Map 
OpenStreetMap data

, Tâi-lô](

)

Wikimedia Map

label nan POJ

Taibun hanji https://
maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-
TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
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https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan#8/22.482/114.420
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan#7/24.722/117.806
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-HJ#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan#8/22.482/114.420
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan#7/24.722/117.806
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-HJ#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437
https://maps.wikimedia.org/?lang=nan-TL#16/24.9725/121.5437


Have you ever read a nan
Wikipedia Article?
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Q258647
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q258647
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q258647


Plan for nan Wikipedia
• Let's Start Contribution: POJ or Hanji
• Taiwan MOE  or Koa-á-chheh

Characters
• Hanji-POJ linked by Permanent Duplicated

Items on Wikidata

Recommend Hanji
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https://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-tw/%E8%87%BA%E7%81%A3%E9%96%A9%E5%8D%97%E8%AA%9E%E6%8E%A8%E8%96%A6%E7%94%A8%E5%AD%97
https://zh.wikipedia.org/zh-tw/%E8%87%BA%E7%81%A3%E9%96%A9%E5%8D%97%E8%AA%9E%E6%8E%A8%E8%96%A6%E7%94%A8%E5%AD%97


Plan for nan Wikipedia
• POJ (Wikidata Main item) - Hanji Article

(Wikidata Permanent Duplicated item)
• Administrative units
• Science
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Please Join the Writing
Campaign
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• Stop the agurement
• Ignored those claimed that violate linguistics'

study
• Need Code of Code to Stop the Extreme or

Unproduce Speach
• The Possible split of nan ISO-639-3 code,

might imclubated new Wikipedia Sites
• Edit nan/nan-hani Labels or Descriptions on

Wikidata
• Wiktonary
• Wikidata Lexeme



OSM x Wikidata Monthly
Meetup

• 06/03 19:30 @MozSpace Taipei
• 

• Facebook 
Telegram Wikimedia nan

Wikidata Taiwan
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https://t.me/Wikimedia_nan
https://www.facebook.com/WikidataTW/events
https://t.me/Wikimedia_nan
https://www.facebook.com/WikidataTW/events


 Thank
you!

 Q&A:
Communication Channels

• 、 、
• 

• Facebook Group: 、

To-siā!sṳ̀n-mùng-ǹ!

GitHub Wikidata OpenStreetMap
email

Wikidata Taiwan
OpenStreetMap Taiwan
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https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%A4%9A%E8%AC%9D#Chinese
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E6%89%BF%E8%92%99%E4%BD%A0
https://github.com/Supaplextw/
https://wikidata.org/wiki/User:Supaplex
https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/Supaplex
mailto:dennis@wikimedia.tw
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2212207218990971/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OpenStreetMap.TW/
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E5%A4%9A%E8%AC%9D#Chinese
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E6%89%BF%E8%92%99%E4%BD%A0
https://github.com/Supaplextw/
https://wikidata.org/wiki/User:Supaplex
https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/Supaplex
mailto:dennis@wikimedia.tw
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2212207218990971/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OpenStreetMap.TW/

