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How to free copyrighted 
media for Wikimedia?



Through interactions with real humans 
on the projects.

Copyright holder 
organisations (and 
what they can 
bring)



Either the creator, either a 3rd party:

● Notable person (potential article)

● Paid editor (employee, agency, lawyer, etc.)

● Artist, writer

● Professional photographer

● Fan/friend/Volunteer 

● GLAM, Wikimedia chapters

● …

Who adds 
copyrighted media?



Full or with excerpts of:
● Costumes
● Physical products and services
● Covers and posters
● Screenshots
● Newspaper/magazine
● Books
● Stamps
● GLAM Digitized catalog
● Outdoors
● Portraits 
● Sculptures
● Graphics 
● …

● Image
● Document
● Sound
● Video
● 3D

What types of files? 



Full or with excerpts of:
● Fiction
● Graphics
● Press kit
● Maps
● Tabs
● Slides
● …

● Image
● Document (text and image)
● Sound
● Video
● 3D

What types of files? 



Full or with excerpts of:
● Outdoor records
● Voices
● Music/songs
● Radio shows
● Podcasts
● …

● Image
● Document
● Sound
● Video
● 3D

What types of files? 



Full or excerpt of:
● Fictions
● Trailers
● Live records
● Présentation
● TV shows
● News
● …

● Image
● Document
● Sound
● Video
● 3D

What types of files? 



Full or with parts of:
● Sculptures
● Graphics
● Plans
● Maps
● People/characters
● Scenes
● …

● Image
● Document
● Sound
● Video
● 3D

What types of files? 



It doesn’t begin on Commons.

Rare fast ways and a lot of slow ways.

The typical travel 
ordeal of a 
copyright 
holder/professional 
to add media



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Add media (photo/video)



Other issues

● Issue with companies confusing marketing with the goal of the projects

● People/orgs unhappy with the content of Wikipédia articles about them

● People and organization lawyers not realizing that CC licence doesn't 

affect trademarks, brands, or competition rules due to “freedom” 

language.

● Volunteer Response Team processes are reactive and put them in a 

punitive position

● Copyrighted media getting hidden on Commons without storing much 

information about what it is or who holds the copyright, whom we could 

convince to put a CC licence on it



Type 1: Import by copyright holders (or 
representatives) on their own

Type 2: Import by volunteers

Some might affect the two

Solutions & ideas



Solutions & ideas
● GLAM partnership? If a copyright holder got an archives/museum 

department. Expanding the Content Partnerships Hub?

● Link to external images on Wikipedia and insert buttons linking to an 

Uploading Wizard page for copyright holders

● Advocacy and explaining the projects to legal and marketing/PR teams 

of companies

● User friendly uploading page on Commons, with dedicated 

“Professionals” track

● Uploading page with a link for "Professionals" at the top

● FAQ page dedicated to Copyright Holders on Wikipedia/Commons

● Advocate the CC license as a licence protecting rights of confused 

Copyright Holders, or suggest them to create a compatible free licence



Solutions & ideas

● Starting with smaller companies to get statistics about the impact of 

adding such media on Wikimedia projects (popularity, and public 

marketing research) because you need metrics to convince some 

people 

● Asking copyright holders to get trailers properly CC licenced on 

YouTube 

● Setting up a volunteer team/workshop dedicated to categorizing 

copyrighted content, find the copyright holder and ask them to 

authorize the CC licence on media.

● Templates and resources for the volunteers.



Thank you for watching!

Questions? Ideas?


