
imnjTiJS OP mubtiitg of coianssioir op pins arts
HEED IH WASHIHGTOH, D. €•, MARCH 16,1927.

The eighth meeting of the Commission of Pine Arts daring the fiscal
year 1927 was held in its office in the Interior Department Building on
Wednesday, March 16, 1927.

The following members were present:

Mr. Moore , Chairman,
Mr, Mowbray,
Mr. Delano,
Mr. Taft,
Mi*. Garfield,
Mr. Morris,

also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and
Executire Officer.

The meeting was called to order at 9; 30 a.m.

1. APPROVAL OF MimJTES OP PHECBDIHG MEETING*. The minutes of the Meeting
held February 17, 1927, were approTed.

Mr. Morris suggested an amendment to page 7, paragraph 9, as to the
treatment of the approach to the chapel at Aisne Marne, to the effect that
instead of one gravel walk there should be two walks, each with a bordering
of wood land and separating one from the other by a wide sloping of grass
or tapis vert* It was decided to give this matter further consideration at
the time the drawings for the landscape treatment of the chapel, which are
being restudied, are submitted,

2. G. A, H. TABLET; Under date of March 2, 1927, the Secretary of V/ar

resubmitted the question of design for the proposed Tablet of the Grand Army

of the Republic, to be placed in the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater, by

letter as follows;

•’In my capacity as Chairman of the Commission on the Erection
of Memorials and Entombment of Bodies in the Arlington Memorial
Amphitheater, I wrote a letter to Commander-in-Chief Pra^ A. Walsh,
of the Grand Army of the Republic, concurring in the recommendation
of your Commission for the installation of a tablet commemorating
the 30th day of May of each year as Memorial Day.

Since my letter. Commander Walsh has visited my office and
discussed the matter with me. Commander ViTalsh insists, on behalf of
the Grand Army of the Republic, that the entire General Order No .11,
issued by General Logan, be incorporated on the tablet. In view
of the position taken by Commander %lsh, it is requested that your
Commission further consider this matter and make recommandations
as to the size, lettering, approximate cost, suitability and location
of the tablet bearing General Order No. 11,’’

The Secretary of War wrote to Commander lalsh on February 25, 1927, as
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"In reply to your letter of January 11, 1927, in reference
to the installation of 'the tablet in the ^lington Meiaorial
Amphitheater cocimemorating the establishment of the 30th day of
laay as Memorial Day, under the provisions of the Joint resolution
of Congress approved June 19, 1926, I have the pleasure to inform
you that the Commission of Pine Arts has acted on your application
and I am attaching herewith a copy of their recommendation in so far
as it pertains to the construction and installation of this tablet.

This recommendation is approved by the Commission on the
Erection of Memorials and Entombment of Bodies in the Arlington
Memorial Amphitheater, as it is believed timt the design and plan
of the tablet, as outlined by the Commission of Fine Arts, will be
in keeping with the dignity and simplicity of the Amphitheater,

It is requested that the design for this tablet, as recom-
mended by the Commission of Pine Arts be forwarded to this office
as soon as completed, in order that it may be approved by the
Commission on the erection of Memorials and Entombment of Bodies in
the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater and the Pine Arts Commission,
as this will be necessary before the tablet can be accepted,**

Mrs, Mary Logan Tucker, daughter of General Logan, appeared before the

Commission in the interest of the tablet and urged for the inscription the

entire General Order ITo,ll, saying:

**I come to you in the interest of the tablet to be erected at
the Arlington Cemetery, bearing my father* s Order lTo,ll, There has
been a design made and this Committee appeared before the Secretary
of War, I was one of the members of the Committee, We left the
design with the Secretary of Y/ar and he was to send it forward for
your consideration. It has already been gone over very carefully as
to shape and size of the tablet, and we recommend that the tablet
contain the entire Order Uo.ll as written by my father. The design
is very simple. The eagle at the top of the design is to be omitted.
The tablet is to be of white marble. We have had it gone over by a
company here in Washington, who have agreed to put it in place for
the amount v/hich the G. A, H, has made available (^1,000), I have no

feeling about the Order, but I do not think anyone has a right to use
simply a portion of the Order; otherwise it would not be General Order
Wo ,11, It has been read every year since the issuance of that Order
in all national Cemeteries, ITo objection has ever been raised in

regard to reading it. It has been read and it will continue to be read
as part of the proceedings of Decoration Day, now I can only leave it

in your hands* gentlemen, but I do appeal to you to see that the

wishes of the G, A, R, and ray O'/m wishes, as the only surviving member

of my father’s family, and as a member of the Committee, are given

favorable consideration,**

Also, Judge Hosea B, Moulton, Past Commander, Department of the Potomac,

Grand Army of the Republic, was present, who said:
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'*I represent the Coimnander in Chief of the Grand Army of tl»
Republic, vsho could not be here* I have had several conferences with
the Secretary of ¥ar and we left with him a sketch and specifications
for the tablet* He said he would send them over here*”

The design showing the entire Order Ho *11 was thereupon inspected*

It showed that the upper part of the design, showing the eagle, is to be

omitted, leaving only the wording of the Order* Judge Moulton said that at

the 67th Annual I^oampment of the G* A* R*, attencted by 1200 delegates, a

resolution was unanimously adopted to erect this tablet bearing the entire

General Order Ho *11, and that the Secretary of War has agreed to this* He

said the marble tablet, which is to be 5*6’* x 5*6*' would be made here in

Washington by a firm which has offered to produce the tablet for ^1,000*

Thereupon Mrs* Tucker and Judge Moulton withdrew from the meeting*

Lieut* Gol* Robert Sterrett, Q* M* C*, Executive and Disbursing

Officer of the**Arlington Anrphitheater Commission**, then conferred with the

Commission in regard to the tablet* Colonel Sterrett filed a coj^ of

correspondence had by the Secretary of Ifer with Judge MSoulton of the G*A*R* and

the specifications for the tablet (Exhibit A)*

The Commission gave the matter very careful consideration* Mr* Moore

said he had brought the matter to the attention of Mr* J* P* Manning, Jr*,

dealer in monuments here, who had advised that to inscribe General Order Ho *11

properly, with its 2300 letters and figures, would require a tablet measuring

6*9'* X 9*3", and would cost at least 4^3500*

The Commission decided that from ah artistic point of view they would

prefer the simple tablet and inscription recommended to the Secretary of War

at the meeting of the Commission on Pebruary 17, 1927, -that a good tablet

according to such design could be secured with the amount at hand* On the other

hand, the Commission did not favor a tablet showing simply extracts of
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General Order ITo*!!. 'The Oonanission therefore advised that if a tablet

bearing the entire General Order ITo*!! is to be adopted by the G* A* "R.,

with the approval of the Secretary of 1/llkr, it will require a tablet cMsasuring

6* 9*» X 9* costing frcan 1^3500 to ^,000, and of which a full-sized detail

of the drawing of the lettering should be submitted to the Oommission of

Pine Arts* It was agreed that the tablet should be erected on the wall

back of the figure of Victory, opposite the east entrance to the Amphitheater.
(Exhibit B) •

4s ROBiSiT LIlTCOIifl MSIORIAL: Mr* Moore stated that he had been requested

by Mrs* Robert Lincoln to advise as to a monument for her husband, Robert

Lincoln, who is buried in the Arlington Rational Cemetery, and that the Secretary

of War and the ^Quartermaster General have endorsed a suggested site for the

monument on the east slope of the Cemetery near the Arlington Memorial Bridge

approach; that the plot of ground set aside for the monument is to be given

special landscape treatment, as the plot is to be large enough for a number

of graves* Colonel Sterrett said the "Silhr Department will give careful attention

to these plans of Mrs* Lincoln*

5* GARNET-PATTERSor SCHOOL: Mr* Harris submitted a revised design of the

Garnet-Patterson School, to be built at Vermont Avenue and U Street, R*W* The

Commission noted that Mr* Harris had carried out the suggestions made at the

meeting of the Commission on February 17th, particularly as to the treatment

of the wall and the group at each end of the building*

The design ms approved with the suggestioi^that it might be well to/

project the cornice line and make it a little hea^rier, with simply a band

instead of a border lino under the first row of Windows*

Mr* Moore urged that the specifications for the building allow for

planting* Mr* Harris agreed that this should be done; that in asking for

money to construct the building the landscape feature was included as part of
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the scheme, but thus far in awarding contracts ho has found it difficult

to include the landscape worlc* Howerer, Mr, Harris said, the scliDol

authorities hare agreed to give particular attention to landscape treatment

of the school grounds in the District of Columbia,

6. UNIPOm! FLAG DISPLAY, DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA: Mr, W* C, Wood, of the

Americanization Committee, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Mr, Harvey Wiley Corbett,

Architect, Mr, C, H, Reilley, Coamander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the

United States, and Captain G, P, Uninacht, Department Adjutant of the American

Legion, appeared before the Commission to present the matter of Uniform Flag

Display in the District of Columbia,

LIr, Corbett said the Veterans of Foreign Wars had asked him to design

a flagpole which would meet the approval of the Commission, '*In regard to the

idea to begin with", he said," it seems to me it is a very worth vrfiile

conception of decoration because it unifies flag decoration in a city. The

Veterans Association approached the problem with the thought of trying to get

a scheme of decoration which would be economically possible for the various

property owners and they brought a flagjwle which was being used in 3,000

cities and towns of the Uiiited States, It has been simply a shaft, sometines

of wood, sometimes of metal, like a pipe, very small in diameter, but the flag

always of the same size. You see it in various cities on flag days. It

makes the decoration uniform and saves the expense of decorating the buildings

with flags, I believe the Commission have approved the principle of the idea-

Mr, Wood showed me a copy of your letter of February E4, 19S6, to that effect.

It was as a result of that letter that Mr, Wood came to me,and I worked with

him for seme weeks with the form of pole, always having to consider the fact

that the the flagpole would have to be produced at a price which the little

merchant could reach. Now those poles are so they can bo taken apart and
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preserved with the flags and can be brought out again on special occasions.

I designed the new flagpole and we have brought a model of it with us. It

measures 14^ feet high, inches at the base, and is designed for a 4* x 6' flag.”

This sample flagpole, with flag, was talcen out and placed in front of

the Interior Department Building, .where the Commission made an inspection of

it. The Commission, after careful consideration, approved the design, with

the su^estion that the flagpole should be 1 3/4 inches in diameter at the

base, uniformly tapered throughout and that the finial should be very simple,

omitting the sharp point.

The Commission were informed that this flagpole would be produced for

$14.50, as ccrapared to the small $9.76 flagpole now used throughout the

United States,-about 2,000,000 of them.

(the Commission decided that this flagpole would be acceptable for

business streets, but for Pennsylvania Avenue and other important avenues,

and boulevards such as Sixteenth Street, the French style of street decoration

of pennant and mast, such as is used on the Champs Elysees, is to be preferred.
(Exhibit C).

7. HAVY AND MAHINE MIMORIAL: Mr. Harvey Wiley Corbett, Architect of the

TTavy and Marine Memorial, submitted blueprints of a revised design for the JTavy

and Marine Memorial, drawn on a reduced scale, as requested by the Commission of

Fine Arts in their letter of January 19, 1926, to the Navy and Marine Memorial

Association. It was drawn on a 3C^ reduction*

The Commission inspected the design. Mr. Corbett said the birds are

being cast by a ship construction company* As to the question raised that

wind storms would break down the birds, l!r* Corbett said that they have been

tested, five men having huigon the end of a wing without bending it*

The Commission called attention to a statement in a circular published

by the Navy and Marine Memorial Association that contributors of $100 or more
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are to have their names inscribed on the pedestal* Mr* Corbett said there

will be no names of donors on the pedestal; that the pedestal will be of dark

green granite, designed in a crescendo to represent the ripples of waves*

Mr* Taft said such design of the pedestal was particularly pleasing to him*

The (bmmission felt that the ITavy and Marine Memorial Association was

proceeding with undue haste in the casting of the monument, as no model has

been finally approved* Mr. Itoore read the following letter, dated March 3,

1927, received from Admiral Piske, regarding the memorial

j

•'Representative A» Piatt Andrew wrote me, a few days ago, a
letter showing much apprehension about the possibility of having names
of certain donors engraved on the Savy and Marine Memorial* I rep lied
to Mr* Andrew that nothing would be done in connection with this
Memorial which is not consistent with its dignity and importance.

Mr. Corbett has informed me that this subject had also, been
brought to your attention and caused some concern to you. In view of

this, I have talcen up the matter with my committees, and we have found
that the idea of engraving names of donors was the suggestion advanced
over two years ago by a professional adviser or campaigner, whose
services have long been discontinued* I wish to assure you, in the'

name of this Association, that no names of donors will appear on the

Memorial, and the only two inscriptions which are contemplated are;

1* A general dedication on the panel back of the wave*

2* A quotation from the Bible which will appear on the
shield in front of the wave*

The quotations under consideration at present are the

following: "There is sorrov/ on the sea; it can not be quiet" *Jer.49:23*
or

"They that go down to the sea in ships.

That do business in great waters;
These see the woifes of tbe Lord,
And His wonders in the Deep"* David, 107th Psalm*

The Association is consider!!^ wheter it is advisable to have the

names of some great sea events or important individuals or heroes who

died at sea engraved elsewhere on the Memorial; above all, hov/ever, we

wish you to be fully satisfied that nothing is being done or will be !

done, which is not in keeping with the great dignity and importance of

this sea mamorial, and that this Association keenly feels its responsibilitj

to the Commission of Pine Arts, whose instructions it has followed In

the past and will continue to follow until the task is accomplished,

are endeavoring to erect in our Capital a monument of which the

Commission of Pine Arts and the people will be proud." i

The full size plaster model of the pedestal, mve and gulls will
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be ready for foundry work April lOtli. If we are able to locate
a space large enough, this model will be assembled and the members i'

of the Art Commission will thus be able to satisfy themselves that
the instructions given by them have been fully carried out,'* js

With high regard, I remain.
Ever sincerely yours, I

Bradley A. Fiske,
|

Rear Admiral, U,S*IT, (Retired), Chairman, fi

1
P,S, I am sending copy of this letter to Representative A, i

Piatt Andrew,

Mr, Corbett presented a design of East Potomac Park showing the

location proposed for the memorial,-along the river bank of the park, at the

!
point of intersection of the proposed ©mal, Mr, Corbett said they are

j

I

planning to place the memorial on an '’island**, at the crossing of the river
|

shore drive, and at a point where the monument would receive the maximum f

silhouette from the water.

later in the day the Commission talked with Hon, A, Piatt Andrew

in regard to the Havy and Marine lifemorial, who said he was not at all pleased

with the design, but that if it was acceptable to the Commission of Bine Arts

he felt the site proposed (which he noted, from a map# of the park) was

I
doubtless a good one, as the location did not seem to be conspicuous. Also,

the Commission conferred with Hon, Irwin laughlin, of this city, who submitted

a copy of the circular setting forth the offer of the Association to inscribe

the names of donors on the Memorial, as above mentioned.

The Commission felt that the Havy and Marine Memorial Association was

exceeding its authority in securing funds not authorized, as the model has

not been finally approved; and that there* should be a distinct understanding

between the Havy and Marine Memorial Association and the Commission of Fine Arts
|

!|

i>lf

in this matter, as the Commission would not allow the names of donors to appear [,-i|

on the Memorial,
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6. SEVILLE lETEBirATIDPrAl EXPOSITIQlSr COMMISSIOIT: The Commission were

in conference with Governor V/* E* Campbell, Conanissioner General of the

Seville International Exjosition Commission, Mr. John M* JDenison, Secretary,

several other members of the Commission, and with Mr* William Templeton

Johnson, of San Diego, California, who has been selected as the architect to

design the permanent building at Seville for the Ltaited States Government*

Mr. Johnson submitted sketches of a Spanish-American structure, well

designed, and in accordance with specifications, so far as space requirements

are concerned, furnished by the State Department • The Commission regarded

the general character of the proposed building fine* The size of the patio

was considered, height of rooms, and the necessity for a heating apparatus.

Mr, Johnson said the temperature at Seville does not go down to freezing, but

that in the modem buildings adequate provision is made for heating equipment.

Roses bloom there all the year*

The Commission considered the location proposed for the permanent

building in connection with the temporary exhibition building and the picture

auditorium* The design indicated the sites for these buildings at the

points of the triangular two-acre plot, which has been mad© available for

use of the United States Government* The Commission felt that the main

building should be built on an axis at the point of the triangle and be

properly related to tvro adjacent streets, with the smaller buildings located

one on each side of the main building* Governor Campbell said he has

thought that the two acres of ground, which was being leased during the

period of the Exposition, is more than the United States Government would

want to maintain with the consulate, and that he had planned at the close

of the Exposition to buy one comer of the triangle having the permanent
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building on it. The Commission agreed that this -was an important matter

to be taken into consideration in connection with the location of the

10

building and advised that the architect give further study to the arrange-

ment of the building on the grounds at Seville. Governor Campbell said i

the building will measure 70' x 90* and will be built of stone, concrete or brick.^

9. MERIDIAIT HILL PAHK: Lieut. Col* Grant, Director of Public Buildings

and Public Parks, submitted to the Commission the question of design for

the Lower Garden of Meridian Hill Park, the sum of ^100,000 towards the

completion of which having been appropriated by Congress in the Appropriation

Act for the District of Columbia, for the fiscal year 1928 (Public Ho .688,

69th Congress, page 37):

—

'TTot exceeding ^95,OOC for the improvement of Meridian Hill
Park, including continuation of construction of the wall and main
entrance on Sixteenth Street, the wall on Fifteenth Street, and
commencement of construction of the wall on W Street, from Fifteenth
Street to Sixteenth Street, together with entrancesto the park, and
grading, all in accordance with plans to be approved by the Fine Arts
Commission; and not exceeding §12,500 for the erection of minor
auxiliary structures: PROVIDEaL) FUBTHBS, That not to exceed §5,000
may be expended by contract or otherwise for architectural or other
professional services without reference to the Classification Act of

1923, or civil service rules, as approved by the director.'*

Colonel Grant submitted part of the old model of the Lov/er Garden of

Meridian Hill Park, showing the W Street wall, and through Mr. H. ¥• Peas lee.

Architect, sketches of it. Colonel Grant said that he hoped plans for this

part of the park could be approved before June 30th so that construction work

could be begun on it with money available*

Colonel Grant stated that the objection in Congress against completion

of the park seems to have been due to what they regard an excessive height

of the wall, especially along 7/ Street* The secretary called attention to

a copy of the Hearings before the Subcommittee on Appropriations of the Senate

}

i
i

I



-
.1

,

: .; V

i; ^ ,^./:

’- . ,: 'u

'
r . '..o

..,..1 .:0

i.:

-
: l i i'

' I J ,n- •,

*• * 1
- * , •

. •_
;*

. r
' •

" •• ••• '

• / .•* •

" * *

^
-'• 7 'r ‘.

•
•.

:

-.- i. ..r 7 .

-j r Ov'

0. .'V ; ;'. *!^7 r'

.

'

;
f.

i. ~ -
I •

s*; .%•

x., . i V
. . .•x'.7 v7 ;7

';
'

7 -

" i¥' *. :'
f

1 .

7V7 r j ^ r .-:, >

.-. r -V'.

i-r ,

.i.-!

'..^ 1

m ].'
.7

Jz 7

* i; 7 -t J J- .>,,

)

: , v, . ,.1 ,4 , ,

fry.:: .. / -x

. > z..> •..



-11-

for the District of Columbia (fiscal year 19£8), which iflr. Moore attended
I-

and at which he made a full explanation of the situation to the Subcomriiittoe.

It was noted that Senator Jones in particular wanted the ¥ Street wall reduced

to four feet, which was agreed to by the Subcommittee.

Mr. Peaslee said the plans provide for an average height of the W Street

wall of 5’ 3‘* to grade, with open balustrade, which is to be 2 feet higher. The

balustrade is to be given special study, with entrances to the park at

15th and W Streets, and at 16th and W Streets.

Mr. Moore stated that Mr. Greenleaf was very desirous to keep the W

Street wall rather high to "hold up" that end of the park. This was given

special consideration in connection with the problem. In view of the fact

that members of Congress had asked for a four foot wall, the Commission thought
t

that a wall 4-^ feet in height with balustrade and a clipped allee of low

planting along ¥ Street, omitting the sidewalk outside of the park, would

give sufficient height to the south end of the park; that the entrance at

Sixteenth and ¥ Streets and at Fifteenth and W Streets should be carefully

studied and designed with a walk along the south border of the park to

connect them. Consideration was also given to having a winding walk at

this end of the park, but it was thought the allAe above mentioned would be

preferable. The Cbmmission felt that the public would readily use and prefer

this walk in the park, in going along W Street, rather than one outside the
England

.

wall along the street. Attention was called to the Warwick terrace wall in/

Mr. Peaslee was asked to prepare designs embodying these features, for

consideration at the next meeting of the Commission.

10, HAVAL HOSPITAL BUILDINGS: Under date of March 10, 1927, the following

letter was received from Roar Admiral C» H, T. Lowndes (M.C.)U. S. N,, Comannding
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the United States Uaval Hospital:

”In the near future we expect to repaint th® temporary
buildings in th© hospital grounds at 23rd and B Streets,
These buildings are of concrete with porches and windows painted
white and the base sidings painted grey# It is thought that
Taluable suggestions may be given by the Fine Arts Gommission.
The Commanding Officer will appreciate any advice.'*

The Oammission mad© an inspection of the buildings and grounds with

Rear Admiral Lowndes and with his Executive Officer, Captain Wood, who stated

that the temporary buildings were used during th© war for hospital purposes,

but are now largely used for storage purposes. They are very inconvenient

for us© by patients, he said, and before doing anything with the buildings

in the way of repair work, the advice of the Commission was desired.

The Gommission noted that the buildings, located near th© Lincoln

Memorial, were of an unsightly appearance and that in their present location

they are an obstruction to th© approach of th© Arlington Memorial Bridge, The

Commission advised that if it is found necessary to retain the buildings a

while longer and to repaint them, they should be painted in the same color

scheme of the main building; on th© other hand, if the buildings are to be

torn down, a permanent building should be erected to take their place so as

to provide such additional hospital space as may be needed. (Exhibit B)

•

11. WAR MEMORIAL, MTSTIC, GOMECTICUT: Mr. Louis Simon, Chief of th© Office

of the Supervising Architect, Treasury Department, submitted a design for a

iVbrld V/ar Memorial proposed for erection on Government grounds at Liys tic, Conn.

The Gbmmission inspected the design and regarded it entirely unsuitable

to be placed on Government grounds* Mr. Simon said he felt the same way about

it and that this was one of a number of designs that had been submitted from time

time for memorials to be placed in Government buildings in the States, so

that he desired th© advice of the Commission in the matter.
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The Commission suggested that a local war memorial committee in the

States could obtain information as to a design from a Chapter of the

American Institute of Architects in their immediate locality, through whom

advice from an architect of standing could be secured* (Ihchibit 2*) /

12, ASHmiiLE, K-.C.,CITy AND COUMTY BUILDING^: On March 15, 1927, the
by Mr, Moore

following telegram was received/from Mayor John H. Cathey, of Asheville;

"Your communication March ninth received* Civic Center is
certain to be wreciced unless Committee from yoiir Commission visits
Asheville. With your permission I will appear before your Committee
tomorrow with complete drawings of proposed county building* We
want your Committee to see contract between the two proposed
structures in working drawing detail* I am fighting for good
architecture here* at a time when the very heart of the city is at
a stake and my persistence is based on belief that you gentlecen
will aid me further if you can find it possible* City will pay
all expenses of any number of your Commission to Asheville***

Mr, Moore stated that on receiving the telegram he replied to

Mayor Cathey that if he would come to Washington the Commission would see himj

that some days ago Mayor Cathey had endeavored to have a representative of the

Commission of Fine Arts go to Asheville, 1/Ir, Moore said in response to that

invitation he had sent a letter to Mayor Cathey on ]^Iarch 9th, as follows:

’’The members of the national Commission of Fine Arts appreciate
the invitation to visit the City of Asheville in order to look over the
Civic Center and to discuss its development. The members regret that
such a visit is impossible because they live in various cities and
are busy persons. Their meetings in Washington are arranged long in
advance. Enjoyable as such a visit as you propose would be, the
Commission feel that it is quite unnecessary. The situation is so clear,
and the method of procedure is so evident that the Commission could
only repeat what already has been said.

Members of the Commission know the general situation at Asheville
and are familiar with the lay of the land. They understood perfectly
the plans to bring order out of present chaotic conditions,
due to the rapid growth of the city. They immediately recognized the

evident fact a civic center such as planned would change the entire

aspect of Asheville and give coherence and distinction to the city.
This would be moving in the direction that enlightened cities are

taking not only in this country but also throughout the world.
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The Commission also recognized the fact that as planned the

chief feature of the civic center - indeed the cause of its creation -

is the City and County group* That the two buildings should harmonize
with one another in design was too evident to need argument* That
one should be romantic and the other classic in design would simply
imply a want of Icnowledge and result in a display of bad taste*
Asheville would gain an unenviable notoriety among American cities,'*

Mayor Cathey appeared before the Commission with Mr, Kenneth H*

Ellington* Idayor Cathey urged that some member or all the members of the

Commission of Pine Arts go to Asheville and meet with their Planning Commission

to help them straighten out their building problem; that bids for the new

County Building are to be opened on April 5th, which is to be classical in

design and will not harmonize with the City Building. Mayor Cathey said the

City of Asheville would pay all expenses of the trip* He showed from

newspapers that this building problem has been made the subject of Aeen

controversy.

The Commission considered the matter very carefully, and decided that

their letter of February 18, 19E7, to Senator Overmn, clearly set forth

the statement that the proposed City and Cbunty buildings did not harmonize

in design, whereas they should be similar since they are to be "twin buildings’*

that it was incumbent for the city and county authorities to come to an

agreement on this matter, so that it would be useless for the Commission of

Fine Arts to consi^r the subject further. The Commission therefore decided

they would not go to Asheville* Thereupon Mayor Cathey asked that the

architect members of the Commission write a letter to him reaffirming their

views as to this building project.' The architect members of the Commission

decided that the Chairman should write the letter,

y 13* TABLET FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL SMEDLEY D.D BUTLER; Under date of

March E, 19E7, the following letter was received from Major General John A.

Lejeune, Commanding the U. S. Marine Corps, regarding a proposed tablet to
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5e erected in honor of Brigadier General Smedley D. Butler, K.C,, in

Washington, by a group of Philadelphia citizens, knovm aw the Butler

Memorial Commission. General lejeunestated

—

”The Butler Memorial Commission had in mind erecting it in
the office of the Major (General Commandant of the Marine Corps.
That office is a small room, and is visited by very few people,
and the size of the proposed tablet seems to me to be disproportionately
large for placing in a small office. Alternative locations at the
Marine Barracks, this city, and i:iuantico, Virginia, have also been
suggested. General Butler ms recently in command of the Marines
at Quant ico for over four years, and the construction there of permanent
buildings will probably begin in the near future. It appeals to me that
it ie probably most desirable to give the tablet a temporary home
somewhere in Washington, and later on remove it to Quantico and place
it on one of the permanent buildings there v/hen such buildings are
completed.

—

General Lejeune requested the advice of the Commission in the matter of

location, and design for the tablet, Schemes A and B having been received from

the J. E. Caldwell Company of Philadelphia.

The designs showedthe head of Greneral Butler in relief, enshrined

v/ithin a wreath, and an inscription underneath.

The Commission advised flattening the head and using a ribbon band

instead of a wreath; that the rosettes be omitted, and that the lettering be

carefully studied; also that the tablet be not placed in the ISTavy Building,

which is a temporary building. (Exhibit G
,)

14, BATHIITG POCIS, MCKmET HIGHSCHOOL GHODNIS, SECOHE Am T STREETS, H.E.:

Lieut, Col. U. S. Grand 3d, Director of Public Buildings and Public Barks,

submitted a design for two bathing pools to be erected on the McKinley High

School Grounds, at End and T Streets, H.E., the first of a series of bathing

pools to be erected in different parts of the city.

The Commission considered the designs carefully and recommended certain

changes, which ’were noted on the designs, advised a more convenient location
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of the building in relation to the pools and nearby school buildings.

15. EAST POTCaiAC PAPK DEVELOB/IEM! • The Commission considered the

development of the upper end of East Potomac Parle, in connection with the

question of constructing bathing pools in the park, as had been contemplated

in the plan of the park. Colonel Grant said that to meet the requests of

Citizens Associations of Washington it had been decided to construct bathing

pools in different parts of the city, and that after these pools have been

built it is proposed to build the large pools in East Potomac Park* £!r. Moore

suggested using the proposed canal through East Potomac Park for a bathing

pool. Colonel Grant replied that he thought difficulty would be experienced

in the construction of it, as the river water could not be used for it; but

that this suggestion could be taken up when designs for the pools are made.

16. "WHITE HOUSE GATES": By Act approved March 3,1927 (Public Ho *769,

69th Congress), it was i>rovided

’* That the Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of
the national Capital is hereby authorized to remove the iron gates
from West Executive Avenue between the grounds of the iVhite House
and the State* War and Havy Building, but the stone piers to which
they are attached shall not be disturbed."

Colonel Grant said the Act does not remedy the traffic situation at

that location since it is the piers that are a hindrance to automobile

drivers; that there is no authority to take the gates out of the city,

although at one time they were desired for the Hayes Memorial ±^rk in Ohio.

The Commission felt that a subsequent Congress would order the gates and

piers removed, and suggested that Colonel Grant give consideration to

relocating them at one of the entrances to the National Capital.

17. WORM) WAR MONUMENT AT BREST, FRANCE: Under date of March 15, 1927,

Major X. H. Price, Secretary of the American Battle Monuments Ctommission,\iii\

rr>A'«»
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submitted the following letter with a revised design for the liVbrld War

Memorial at Brest, Prance:

"Referring to your letter of February 8, 1927, commenting
upon designs submitted by the Howard Shaw Associates for a
memorial monuinent at Brest, France, I have the honor to advise
that these comments were adopted by the American Battle Monuments
Commission as the basis of a request to the architects for a new
study of Design "B"* This new study has now been received, and
is transmitted herewith for your consideration. For your informa-
tion, we may say that the architects in sending us this sicetoh

stated that it was "a preliminary drawing, the design of which
requires more study in detail and general proportions,'*

The Commission inspected the design but were not pleased with it and
requested that the architects give it much further study, and to omit much
of the ornamentation at the top. Also the Commission desired a perspective
showing the proposed monument in relation to its location at the water front,

(Exhibit H) ,

18, AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT WORLD WAR MEMORIAL: The secretary submitted
A Memorandum with a report from Mr, Delano that he and Mr* Morris hadacalled
on Mr, Flanagan with reference to the model for the Agricultural Department
World War Memorial; also that Mr. Fraser had called on him, inspected the
model and that he thinics Mr, Flanagan should have the full sized model completed
by the middle of April (Exhibit’"!),

The Commission expressed the hope that the model would be completed
very soon, in view of the long time that has elapsed since Mr. Flanagan
undertook the work, and requested Mr. Delano and Mr. Morris to keep in touch
with Mr. Flanagan about the model until it is finished.

19, DATES FOR FUTURE MTINGS; PROJECTS HELD ITT ABEYANCE: The Commission
decided to meet for two days at the next meeting, Thursday and Friday,

April 14 and 15; Thursday, May 26th; and Friday July 1, 1927,

In view of the lateness of the hour, the Commission decided to defer

action until the next meeting on the following projects before them:

Historical Markers for the State of Virginia; Signs and Billboards, D,C,;

Public Buildings Program—future location of the ''District Buildings'* , suggested

for the north side of Pennsylvania Avenue between Third and Seventh Streets ,N.W,;

Landscape Plan for the American Cemetery at Brookwood, England {Exhibit J);

Tomb of^ the Unknown Soldier,

The Commission adjourned at 6:45 p,m. The Commission had as their

guests at Idncheon Hon, Robert Luce and Hon. A. Piatt Andrew, House of

Representatives; Hon. Irwin Laughlin; Lieut. Col. U. S« Grant 3d; and Mr .Louis

Simon, of the Office of the Supervising Architect, Treasury Department.
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COMMISSION ON THE ERECTION OF MEMORIAL
V1BMENT OF BODIES IN THE
MEMORIAL AMPHITHEATER

AND ENTOMBMENT OF BODIES IN THE ARLSNGTONii,^-^-^

I.Ir.rch 15, 1927.'',/\/\':.3XX'''

in.: 011^1 5)131.1 The Chr,irrnaii of tlie CorT.iiosion of Tine Arts,
Vlachinf-t on,

D. C.

3y direction of the Gecrotary of V/ar, I am herev/ith

submitting copies of tv;o letters and sjpecifications from Past

Gomrnander Ilosoa 3. lloulton. Department of the Potomne, G. H.,

containing £i,dditional information in reference to the -proposed

Ilom.orial Tablet comr.iemorating the ostablisliment of tlie 30th day

of hay each year as I.Iomorial Day.

3 Inc Is

.

Cony let. 3-G-27
'• " 3-14-27

oTOcifi cat ions

Lieut. Colonel, 0. 1.:. Corps,
3:’.-ecuti-.-e & Disbursing Officer.





(COPY)

depjVRtouI'IT a-' ran.iA.c

(t« a* h*

Washiiipton, D. 0., March 14th, 1927 »

My dear Mr. Seoretaiy:

-

pursviant to our conversation of recent date I have to advise

you, ©lat as fa,r as I an aware, tlie accompanying "blue print find enclosed speci

fications of tlio Logan Memorial Ta.blet commemorating the establishment by the

Grand Amy of t}i6 Republic of the 30th day of May each year ns, a National

Memorial Day as por order of General John A. Logan dated May 5th, 1866, meets

and Gonplios v/ith all suggestions taiching the ma.tter t}iat I have received
9

from yourself tho C oi.imander in Chief V/alsh of the Grand Army of the Republic,

and President Moore of the Pine Arts Commission,
.

If there is any objection to any feature of the Tablet

I vfoi.ild tb!i''nh you to advise me at once as the Tablet must be ordered v/ithout

delay, in order to have it completed and installed by the 30th day of May

next.

You will remember that t}-ie Stat^^te authorizing the

Memorial Tablet provides that it is to be prepared and preseiited by the

Commander in Chief of the Grand Amy of the Republic and the Statute provides

that it shall be presented to and accepted by the Secretary of War,

I hope to seo President Moore of the Pine Arts Commission

this afternoon and shall explain to him the need of an early reply to your

communication.

Very truly yours,

Hon. Dwigl'it P. Davis,
)

2ecy. of Mar.
)

V/ashington, D. C.
)

(SiJmed) Hosea B. Moulton
Por G. A, R. Committee.
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I.Inrch 8, 1927.

Hon. Dwight P, Davis,
Secretary of 7ar,
V/ar Departi lent

,

’.Vashington, I). 0.

Ily dear Ur. Secretary:

I learned at your office yesterday that you had not received from
Ur. Uoore, President of the Pine Arts Gomraission, a reply to year letter of
recent date addressed to him ashing for inforrration as to size, lettering, etc.,
of t}io tablet to be placed in the 'mphitheatre at Arlington, to contain General
Logjm’s Qi’der Bo, 11 establishing the 30th day of I.Iay -s llemorial Day.

In view of the .need of haste I have proceeded to obtain an estimate
of the cost of tlie establishment of the slab indicated by the blue print that I

left ^7ith you when Oonr.iander-in-Ghief V7alsh, Governor Van Sant of Uinnesota
and myself called upon you, v/itJi this exception: All agreed that the eagle on the
of said slab should be omitted o.nf.' that takes off 1 foot of the height, so that

nowr the slab v.dll be 3 feet 6 inches wide, 5 feet 6 inches high and composed of
the finest Vermont marble, the same as that of which the Amphitheatre is con-
structed; the lettering, at the suggestion of Ih*. Uoore, to be in the letter V
form, all capitals to be one-half inch high and all other letters nine-sixteenth
of an i,iich hi{^; the worlonanship to be as fine as can be produced; the marble Slab
to be of pure white marble 1-^ or 2 inches thick as deemed best, to be fastened to

the wall by strong extension bolts in the vicinity of each of the four corners,
tile head of said bolts to.be in the form of a star heavily plated v/ith gold so
that the four stars will represent those v/orn by General Logan as Ua^or General;
and the entire order of General Logan to bo engraved thereon.

T}ie marble company hero v/hom Urs. Tucker, the daughter of General Logan,
desires to construct the tablet is the same firm that constructed her father's
tomb in the national cemetery at the Soldier's Home, this city, and that is conceded
by every person to be one of the finest pieces of v/ork of its kind in this District,

In this natter I am acting by virtue of the direction of the Commandor-
in-Ghief and v/ith his entire approval, and I shall tliank you if you advise me as

early as ina;/ be convenient if the foregoing suggestions meet with your approval.

Very rospect fully yours, A
(Sifpied) Hosea B. Uoulton,

Past Oomander,
Department of Potomac, G. A. R,
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V/ASirilTaTOlT, D. C,, March 9, 1927.

SPEGIPICATIOITS

Por a MARBLE TABLET to be 0nf:rav0d with the exact and entire

wordinR of CRDER number ELB’/EN, issued under date of MAY 5, 1868,

by General John A. Logan as Oommander in Chief of the G. A. R. for

the purpose of establishing May 30th of each year as a IRTICdTSL

I.ni'IORIAL DAY. To be placed in the Amphitiieatre Building,

Arlin^:ton Rational Cemetery,

DESIGN

To be a plain, oblong, perfect white marble slab with flat faces,

straight top, front edges slightly rounded to lessen danger of

accidental chipping.

MAThTvI.iL

Humber Two, white Rutls-nd, Vermont Marble,

PIITISH

All surfaces, that will be exposed to view when tablet is in place,

to have a fine, rubbed finish,

DDIEITSIOITS

3»6" wide, 5*6‘» hi^, 0*2*' thick,

LETT>IRI1TG

V incised Roman type, per sample detail on blue print plan submitted.

Arrangement of lettering as outlined on scale drav/ing of tablet on said

blue "orint , Letters to be tinted after cutting with a dull lead color

of the sme shade as the coloring in the lettering on the tablets in the

"Lincoln Mfrnior ial** in V/ashingt oi, D.C,

LOCATIOri PA3TEITI!TG OP TABLI-IT

Scuid Tablet is to bo fastened against a wall in said /'mphi theatre

Building, location and position to be as may hereafter be dotermined.

Tablet to be secured in position by Pour (4) bronze expansion bolts,

3/4" in diameter and extending three inches into the wall of building,

or further if found necessary by reason of the natixre of the \7all. The

rosettes covering the heads of said bolts are to be in the form of five

pointed stars, 0*2" wide, and to be gold pLited on exposed surfaces.





copy
llarck 17, 1927

Pear Mr, Secretary:

Your letter of March 2, 1927, was received, in which you say that
since your letter concurring in the recominendation of the Coromission of
Pine Arts for the installation of a tablet corcmemorating the 30th day
of May as Memorial Pay, Commander v7alsh had visited your office and had
insisted on behalf of the Grand Army of the Sepublic that the entire
General Order Ko,!! issued by General Logan be incorporated on the tablet.
You further say that in view of the position talcen by Commandsr Viialsh, it

is requested that the Commission of Pine Arts further consider this matter
and make recommendation as to the size, lettering', approscimate cost,
suitability and location of the tablet, bearing General Order lTo,ll,

The Commission of Pine Arts at their meeting on March 16th gave
consideration to your letter. In view of the fact that General Order
lTo,ll contains 2300 letters and figures, the dimensions of the tablet should
be approximately 6* 9” x 9' 3’*, including a simple panel border*, Sf- inches
wide, No ornamentation should be placed on the tablet beyond such as is

included in the very simple border. The approximate cost of such a tablet,
suitably lettered, would not be less than 4‘3,500, The tablet should be

located in the Museum Boom of the Am;phitheater on the wall directly opposite
the east door* The material should be Tennessee marble, or it may be
white marble of the best quality. Studies for such new design should
be submitted before an order for the tablet shall be placed. The

specifications should be approved by the Commission of Pine Arts to

insure suitable lettering, -such lettering should be the Boraan V-cut

letter executed by hand, and carefully designed so as to present a

monumental inscription.

The Commission do not quite understand the meaning of your term

•’suitability*’* If the Commission righly interprets your use of the

word, the Commission then adheres to its former reconmendation that a

smaller tablet, following in its inscription the Act of Congress

authorizing the erection of the tablet, be installed in the lodation

specified* Such a tablet can be produced within the sum understood

to be at the disposal of the Grand Army of the Bepublic, namely $1,000*

The Commission recognize the high quality of worlonanship and

design in the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater and they are guided in

their recommendations by the noble character of ti^ table;^s erected in

the Lincoln Memorial and in the Army War College* The Commission feel

that these standards should be maintained in all tablets erected in

the District of Columbia*

Por the Commission:
Tery

Hon, Dwight P, Davis, Chairman,

Commission on the Erection of Me

and Entombment of Bodies in the

Arlington Memorial Amphitheater,
%r Department, V6S«shington,D,G,
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llarcli 17, 1927.

My dear Mr. Wood:

The Commission of Pine Arts, at their meeting on March 16,
1927, inspected the flagxx>le, designed by Mr, Harvey Wiley Corbett,
Architect, which you submitted for use by the imaerican Legion and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars for the proposed Uniform Flag Display
in the District of Columbia, The Commission noted that this flagpole
is to be 14^ feet in height, having a 4 x 6 foot flag.

The Commission of Fine Arts thoroughly appreciate the desire of
the Americanization Committee of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to attain
a suitable, dignified and effective decoration of streets on national
holidays and have given the matter very close attention. The members of
the Commission have observed the effects of the flag displays in various
cities and have reached certain conclusions:

1, The comparatively narrow streets, where the height of pole and
size of flag bears some relation to the width of the thoroughfare, such
a display as you propose is effective where it is continuous and regular.
Breaks in the display always diminish and often nullify the effectiveness
of the display. The flagpole you submitted is approved with the suggestion
that the pole be 1 3/4 inches, instead of 1^ inches, in diameter at the
base, uniformly tapered throughout, 14-|- feet high; the finial should be
very simple, without a point.

2, On wide streets, like Pennsylvania Avenue, the Commission feel that
the flagpole decoration will be ineffective and v/ill fail to accomplish
the object you seek. On Avenues like Sixteenth Street, the interference
of trees and lampposts, and signal lights, would destroy the effect. These
disturbances would be increased by the difficulty in securing uniform
cooperation on the p-rt of so many diverse interests,-apartment houses,
private houses, churches and institutions. In former suggestions to you, the

Commission advised that an opportunity is offered to your organization

to make a real study of street decorations as applied to the National Capital,

Such decorations would involve the use of the pennant, as effectively employed
in Paris, the use of masts carrying large displays of bunting, and other

like decorations. The Commission feel that the status of street decoration

has not advanced for a quarter of a century.

Ibr the Commission:
Very respectfully, yours,

Charles Moore,
Chairman,

Mr, W. C. Wood,

Americanization Committee

,

Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Hew York, D* Y.
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March 28, 1927,

My dear Admiral Pislse;

Your letter of March 3d was read at the meeting of the Commission of Pine

Arts on March 16, 1927. At the same time the Commission had before them letters

and circulars of solicitation sent out by you or by the ITavy and Marine Memorial

Association. I'his correspondence discloses the fact that a fundamental misunder-

standing between your Association and the Commission of Pine Arts exists.Inasmuch

as no permits for the construction of the proposed memorial can be issued until

the location and design have been approved by the Commission of Sine Arts, it will

be necessary to clear this misunderstanding.

In the first place, the Commission of Sine Arts in the letter of January 19,
j|

1926, definitely disapproved the location at Hains Point, In the same letter the

Commission expressed the decided opinion that the design was not monumental in

character, but rather romantic; that it should not be executed in the size

suggested, but should be studied from the viewpoint of a garden ornament. V/hen

such studies had been made the Commission expressed a willingness again to consider

the design from the new standpoint. Such action the Commission is still ready to

take, but no approval of any design has as yet been given by the Commission of

Pine Arts,

®he correspondence sent from the Office of the ITavy and liarine Memorial

Association proves that contributions have been solicited on the basis of placing

the names of contributors of ^100 or more on the monument. Such an assurance is

unwarranted by the law as interpreted by the Commission of Pine Arts. The

Commission would not feel warr^ted in giving their approval to a project

complicated by engagements not warranted by the law. The Commission feel that it

is best to have a definite understanding on this point before any further steps

be taken in the matter. Por the Commission:
Sear Admiral Bradley A* Piske (Eetired) Chairman, Very respectfully, yours,

Ravy and Marine fie^rlal issooiatlen,
12 west 8th Street, *

F ew york city. ni P

Charles Moore,
chairman.



! . / . ,
V, '!

.4 .:
•'

:. iv'
.•:

i
' "

f ^

. ,1 , i

j , . ,
•

^

..' 4 .i-*.v^V

'i. .

'

'

4.;

-fZ",
'

;'

7
'-

' '

:•:
if'.

'

'

.d"
'

J’-i.
•

IP- nr
'y ' V; \i)

v: V
:*

.

.i

" ' v.,v"
'

J
:

"

l\

'
• i'%: - -i _ ^ i 0 i 'i i

. ; •

I -
;

• . .

.’ - .y /

r‘

'r-: . / !-

./'

'i:' : .7'

r
•

»• r.

J, :



COPY

llarch 21, 1927.

Dear Admiral lowndes:

In response to your request, the Commission of Pine Arts, at

their meeting on Ivlarch 16, 1927, inspected the temporary buildings in

the United States Uaval Hospital grounds. It is understood that it

is desired to repaint them, and in such event the Cbmmission recomn^nd

the same color scheme as is used for the permanent buildings.

However, as these temporary buildings seem to have served their

purpose and are in need of considerable repair, the Q)mmission of Pine Arts

advise that they be taken down. In their present location they are

also an obstruction to the approach to the Arlington Memorial Bridge.

It is to be understood that such additional space as the Haval

Hospital may need would be provided by a new permanent building.

For the Commission:

Very respectfully, yours,

Charles Moore,

Chairman,

Rear Admiral C* H, T, lowndes (M,C,), U,S*He,

CommS/nding, U, Haval Hospital,

VAishington, D« C,
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March 28, 1927.

Dear Mr. Simon:

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on ilarch 16,

1927, inspected the design submitted by you for a World War Kemorial

to be erected on Government grounds at Mystic, Connecticut.

The Commission regard the design entirely unsuitable for a

monument, and disapproved its erection on Government grounds.

With regard to your inquiry as to what a local World Ua.r

Memorial Committee, or a similar Committee in the States, could do

to obtain advice as to designs, the Commission suggest that such

Committees consult the Chapter of the American Institute of Architects

in their immediate vicinity, through whom advice as to a designer

could be secured.

For the Commission:

Very respectfully, yours.

Charles Moore,

Chairman,

Mr, Louis Simon,

Office of the Supervising Architect,

Treasury Department,

Washington, D* C.
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F^rch 19, 1927.

Dear General Lejeune:

Your letter of Farch 2d, concerning the proposed tablet in

honor of Brigadier General Smedley D* Butler, U.S* Marine Corps,

received the attention of the Cbnmission of Fine iixts at their meeting

on March 16, 1927, when also designs for the tablet, submitted by the

J. B* Caldwell Company of Philadelphia, were considered.

The Commission suggest that the portrait relief be flattened;

instead of the wreath a circular band would be preferable; the lettering

shjuld be actually designed in the model, usang the Boman letters. The

tablet lack:s dignity and monumental character. The rosettes should bo

omitted.

Tlie Commission understand that the donors desire to have this

tablet erected in the Marine Headquarters at Washington. Obviously

the ’’Navy Building” wuld not be a suitable place for it,as that is

a temporary building. The Commission therefore suggest that, if

erected, the tablet be placed in some one of the permanent buildings

under your jurisdiction.

The designs are herewith sent to you, with the suggestion that

you return them to the J. E. Caldwell Company.

For the Coinmission:

Very respectfully, yours,

Charles Moore,

Major General John A» Lejeune,
Commandant, U. S. Marine Corps, Chairmn.

Washington, D.C.
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March 25, 1927.

Dear Major Price:

Tile Coramission of Pine Arts, at their meeting on

March 16, 1927, inspected the revised design for a V/orld War

Monument at Brest, Prance, prepared by the Homrd Shaw

associates, jirchitects, which you submitted v/ith your letter

of March 15th.

The Commission feel that the architects have not as yet

produced a satisfactory design, monumental in character.

Fbr the Commission:

Very respectfully, yours,

Charles Moore

,

Cha irman.

Major X. H. Price, Secretary,

The American Battle Monuments Commission,

’Washington, D.C.
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Jferch 17, 1927

KIMORjilTDlIK FOR: The Oomrclssion of Pine Arts.

Attached heriato is a report froa Hr. Delano of llarch 2, 1927,
#

to the effect that he and Kr, llorris called on iir, Flanagan on llarch let

as to the Agricultural Department '7orld '«ar Memorial, and inspected an

enlarged model, noting ’’that there has been scarcely any rariat ion”from

the small approred scale model* Also, that Mr. Flanagan plans to hare

the model (full sized) ready by Kay 30th, and that Kr* Fraser was arranging

to see him in regard to the matter.

I'r, Fraser called on Mr, Flanagan on May bth. Mr. Fraser reports

as follows; (a»s6a.ge by long distal! ce from New Yorlc City)

”1 hare been to see Flanagan and noted that he had
incorporated most of th» things the Commission asKBd about in

the worlc'. He is working on it now regularly and I think at
the present tiiie he is working entirely on the model trying to

complete it as soon as possible,-not only working himself, but

has B 01 SJ8 one aiding him with the lettering. He is carrying
out the corti.isslon as^fast as possible. 1 think he should have

the full sized model completed by the middle of April.

Seoretiiry
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Mttrch 2, 1927.

ii/iy dear Mr. Caeramerer:

• ftorris and I i^ent yesteraay afternoon to see
i;iana^:jn_, who is working on the war memorial for the agri-
cuitursl Department. I believe the small scale stuay was
approved by the Fine Arts Commission end as far as I can""
see, the work has oeen brought up to larger scale exactly
as approvea; there has been scarcely any variation.

Mr. Morris and I suggested some changes which we
felt would better the design but it is a pretty weak effort
and I am trying to get Mr. Fraser to ^o up and see it and
make some suggestions, which 1 think Mr. Flanagan woula
probably welcome. Not having had anything to qo -with the
appointment of Mr. Flanagan, I feel that rather a weak
member of the sculptural profession has been chosen to ao
this 'Work.

As for any responsibility Vt,hich he ovjes to the
Commission of Fine Arts and the AgriouituraJL Department,
this does not seem to exist. There wjould be no difficulty
whatever, it seems to me, in getting the model reaay for the
30th of May, Decoration Day, when I believe he has j,^rojfiised

to have it in shape, but he talks in a very light ana airy
way about completing it. Morris and I suggested that he
owed a certain responsibility, to the Commission of Fine Arts
for having appointed him, to get the thin^i done, but he simply
puts aside such suggestions as beyona the dignity of an
artist. I do not know what can be done with such a man.
Unfortunately he has been paia in part; otherwise I should
be in favor of wathdrawing the commission. Believe hie

Very faithfully yours.

Mr. H. P. Caemmerer,
The Commission of Fine Arts,
iiVashington, D. C.





THE American Battle Monuments Commission
ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS, MARCH, 1923

JOHN J. PERSHING, Chairman

ROBERT G. WOODSIDK, Vice Chairman DAVID A
JOHN PHILIP HILL FINIS J

D. JOHN MARKEY Mrs. FREDERIC W,

X. H. PRICE, Secretary

ID A. RE

STAT^OJ^, AND NAVY l^l^LDIITO

^Wi^SHINGTON

March'll, 1927.

I

,

The National Coinmission of Fine Arts,
V/ashington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

Referring to your letter of January 18, 1927, sug-
gesting that certain studies be made in connection with the

landscape and walks in the Brookwood American !£ilitary Ceme-
tery, I have the honor to enclose a letter giving Mr. Swart-
wout’s comments on these suggestions. The Commission agrees
with the Architect, in feeling that the further development
of the cemetery should be along formal lines.

It is requested that we be given your freest comments
in this matter with special reference as to whether or not you
will approve the hedge as shown in the drawings.

Respectfully,

X. H. PRICE,
Ma^or, Corps of Engineers,

Enclosures; Secretary.

(1) Extract letter l/20/27

(2) Front elevation, Brookwood Chapel.

(3) Section &. Plot Plan, Brookwood Chapel.

(4) Panoramic photograph of Brookwood Cemetery.

(5) Photograph Album.





EOK-TON S'.VAHT'.VOUT ,

Architect

,

18 ^Vest 34th Street. Jarmary 20, 1927,

rajor X. H. Price,
'Secretary,American Battle ronumeats Commission,

State, War and Navy Building,
’"ashington, D. C.

Dear T.’ajor Price:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th, informing
me that the Battle yonumerte -nd Fine Arts Commissions have both
approved our design for the BrooFwood Chapel, and enclosing a copy
of the letter from the Chairman of the Fine Arts Commission.

I note that the suggestions of the Fine Arts Commission
have to do entirely with the landscape setting. In regard to the
last paragraph of .their letter I presume the Fine Art~ Commission
understands that no attempt was made by me to re study the location
of the flagpole or the walks around it, as I regarded that as more
or less fixed, and as Paul Cret agreed with me the general look of
it was not at all bad. At present the flag pole is rather conspic-
uous because it is a very crude, simple sort of thing, clumsy in shape
and set in a large piece of concrete. I really do not see any other
position for the flagpoli®, unless the Commission should decide to

put it not on the long central axis of the Cemetery, but on the short
transverse axis, somewhat in a position balancing the service building.
My own personal feeling, from a very careful study of the actual site,
is that the flagpole will look very well in its present location if

it is redesigned. The Cemetery at Brookwood is rather unusual in tiiat

it is decidedly long in shape with quite a formal center approach. As
you enter the American cemetery gate at right angles to the public cem-
etery road, you see before you a broad, straight avenue well laid out
and bordered by well kept planting and trees, and flanked on each side
in the middle distance with very distinctly marked and formal grave
plots. In the middle distance in the center of the grave plots is the
flagpole, and in the background will be the Chapel v'ith a scattering
grove of low pines at the back. This is the first view of the Chapel
and practically the only view, I feel confident that the Cl:;.Apel will
look better with a properly designed flagpole directly on the axis in

the present location than it would if the flagpole were omitted. I

felt this when I stood in the gateway examining the site. I, r^tural-
ly, assumed at that ti e that the flagpole location was fixed and I

designed the Chapel accordingly with a low, flat roof. Tf the flag-
pole was not there I would have carried the roof higher and made some-

thing more of the top of the Chapel in order to keep it from looking
squatty. I feel confident that if the Fine Arts Commission had seen





this site tinder the same conditions that I did, they would apree -

with the statement made above. As to the sug^^estion of the elim-
ination of the flacpole entirely, that of course is beyond the
province of the architect to decide.

In regard to the recommendation of the Fine Arte. Oommis-
sion as to the landscape treatment immediately around the Chapel,
I fully appreciate the desire of the Commission to adopt the infor-
mal treatment which is conBron to a great many cemeteries, winding
paths and irregular planting and a naturalistic setting, as is evi-
denced by the suggestion of the ''flag stones set flush with the grass
To a great extent this informal treatment seems to be adopted in the
English and Colonial portions of the Brooliv'ood cemetery, but, on the
contrary, the American Cemetery, as at present laid out, is formal
in the extreme. There is a long, perfectly straight approach from
the gateway and a distinct cross axis, and the graves arf. very near
together and each marked with a rather large ci-oss so that there
are four distinct Meeks of graves which are very formal in appear-
ance. The service house is formal in character and the poths stiff
and straight and regular. The type of building that has been ap-
proved for the Chapel is formal in the extreme. Now it seems to me

most decidedly that the whole layout has progressed so far in the
formal direction that if we put this very formal and simple chapel
at the end of a formal treatment and then have it fade out into the
landscape back of it, it would be a distinct mistake. And there
is another practical objection to the suggestion of the Commission;
the little grove at the back of the Chapel is not nearly as much of
a grove as would appear from the photographs. The trees are scrub-
by little pines, rather far apart, and there is practically no under-
brush, The soil in this part of Surrey seems to be entirely sand

and very little grows on it except low scrubby pines. It is not a
particularly attractive country. The English cemetery seems well
planted and there are somo good sized trees in it, but I imagine
that this has been artificially stimulated with fresh soil and trees
have been a long time in developing. T donot pretend, to speak with
authority in matters of gardening, but I seriously question whether
th-- grove could be replanted without destroying vhat is already there
On my visit to the site I had strongly the feeling that there must
be some definite background to the Cliapel which can only be obtained
by a hedge or some similar planting of trees. I also felt at the

site a necessity for two spots on each side of the Chapel so that

there would be something to balance the flagpole, and that is the

reason for the introduction of the tripods. These could be urns

or anything in stone that would give an accent at this place, and

I think the little stone benches would help in the composition. As

to the treatment of the paths, I aannot see how the suggestion of

the Art Commission can be followed without a considerable expense in

the rearrangement of the whole cemetery, as the paths are now well





3

laid out and well finished in gravel. I do not mean to convey to

your Board that I feel that the treatment we have shovm is the on-

ly formal treatment possible, and I would be very glad to follow

any suggestions the Art Commission had on this subject, but I do

feel it would be a distinct mistake, in view of the present condi-

tions, to eliminate some kind of a forr.^al treatment forming a back-

ground to the Chapel

.

*****

Please be assured that what is above written is not in

any wny a criticism of the action of the Fine Arts Commission, but

rather in the way of an explanation, as I feel confident if the

Fine Arts Coiimiission saw the site with the Chapel built as approved,

they would at once feel the necessity of the formal treatment I have

outlined.

yours very truly.

(
signed) Egerton 3wartv;out.

/

ES;11E
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