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LISBON BIBLE Or. 2626 — 2628

1. HEBREW MANUSCRIPT ILLUMINATION IN THE IBERIAN PENINSULA

Manus.cript il]}xmination was the most favoured form of Jewish art in the Middie Ages. Religious treatises and
exegetical, philosophical or scientific works were the daily companions of every Jew devoted to his tradition. It
was also the only f:raft which was not subject to restrictions imposed by the political powers. As for the Jewish
religious authorities, they not only tolerated the embellishment of manuscripts, but sometimes encouraged it
and even considered it to be a duty. Rabbi Isaac of Majorca, better known as the Profiat Duran, believed that a
book written in elegant script and decorated with beautiful illuminations rejoiced the soul of the reader.' Many
wealthy patrons wanted to possess luxurious copies of the Bible or prayer books in order to contribute to the
beauty of the festivals. : :

The history of Jewish book illumination started simultaneously in most European communities about the
middle of the thirteenth century. In the Iberian Peninsula, the earliest illuminated manuscripts were produced
in the city of Toledo. During the reign of Alfonso X, the Wise (1251-1284), Toledo was the centre of intense
cultural activity. Scholars of different communities, Jewish, Christian and Arab, gathered round the royal court
in order to translate Greek scientific and philosophical treatises into Laun, thus making Greek classical culture
available to the Latin West. The works translated also included some Jewish theological books. such as Selomon
Ibn Gabirol's Meqor Hayyim, known to Christian scholars by the title Fons Vifae. Besides being a centre for
translation, from a strictly Jewish point of view Toledo was also a haven in the west for the traditions received
from the oriental (Babylonian) centres. Thus Europe imported, via Spain, mystical rends,” exegetical works
and even iconographical traditions. Examples of the latter can be found in a four-volume Bible produced in
Toledo about 1250, decorated with floral motifs which are to be found in various media — mosaics, stucco
ornaments and carved wooden panels — all round the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea.* The two-page
displays of the Temple instruments, one of the most characteristic elements of Hebrew Bibles produced in
Spain, also appear for the first time in a Bible from Toledo dated 1277.7 The style of these paintings, with their
use of gold as the only colour, the geometrical layout of the objects on the plain parchment, and the absence of
any illusion of space or depth, indicate beyond any doubt that they are dependent on oriental models.®

Towards the end of the thirteenth century and more especially during the fourteenth, Jewish hook illumination
became more diversified and stylistically more united with local trends. Manuscripts produced in Soria, Tudela,
Cervera and Catalonia show a great variety of motifs and techniques, and it was here that this art reached irs full
flowering. This development reached its peak around the third decade of the fourteenth century, and was to last
until its end. The main centre was then in Catalonia, probably at Barcelona, where Jewish and Christian artists
seem to have worked in close collaboration. An illuminated copy of Maimonides’ Guide for the Perplexed, signed in
1584 by the Jewish scribe Levi ben Isaac Hijo Caro,” is decorated in a style known from several Latin o.r
vernacular manuscripts written in the same place.® A medical work containing abstracts of Galen’s works is
illustrated in the same style.” In some specialised fields, such as cartography, Jews were the recognised experts

Profiat Duran of Majorcu (1361-1444), Ma'aseh Efad.

G. Scholem, Ursprung und Anfiinge der Kabhala, Berlin, chapter I1.

Marseilles, Bibliothégue municipale. MS, 1626/ TI-TI1.

G. Sed-Rajna. “Toledo or burgos:”, Journal of Jewish A, 2, 1975.6-21.

Parma. Biblioteca palatina, MS. Parm. 9068, fols. Tv-8. T
6 Cf. G. Sed-Rajna, “Sur l'origine de quelques enluminures juives du uwyc-n—ﬁgc."juur'nrllo/jﬁuvm Stieelies, XXXV1, 1885, 170154,
7 Copenhagen, Det Kongelige Bibliotek, Cod. Heb. 37. ] o
4 B. g\(arki::, Hebrew ]Hu:zinried Manuserits, Jerusalem, 1969, p. 762 Meiss, in The fournal of the Walters Art Gallery, . 1941, pp4d 1,
9 Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, MS. hébreu 1203,
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and the Jew Abraham Crescas, cartographer to Don Juan, son of King Pedro IV of Aragon, was responsible fora

al patron to the King of France. " The first Haggadot to incluce

a. Recent research has established that most of these biblical
Ll

famous map of the world presented by his roy
biblical illustrations were also produced in Cataloni ‘ : bl
illustrations depend on models elaborated in the Middle East during the first centuries of the common era.

Probably preserved in Jewish circles in southern Italy or North Africa, these iconogrz‘lphical trac'lili(ms ]"C‘El(jh(fd
Spain d'uring the thirteenth or fourteenth centuries. Contemporary craftsx'ne'n united them e smjuss md
prefixed them to the text of the Passover prayer book. Some of.these biblical cycles 1llustr.a"‘te t-hc mﬂzme
Pentateuch, from the Creation to the death of Moses, as can be seen in the famous Haggadah of Sarajevo.’~ In
others, such as the Golden'® and Catalan'* Haggadot, the illustrations start with the life of Adam and end with
Miriam and her maidens dancing and rejoicing after the Exodus. Another type of Haggadah only has
lustrations of the events from the book of Exodus which are commemorated during Passover. 15

These biblical cycles differ notonly inlength and composition, but also in style. However, beneath the diversity
of style and forr;m] expression, these illustrations are distinguished by some comntton features, the most
important of which is the inclusion of many episodes not mentioned in the Biblt?. Thelllterary sources of these
episodes can be found in the Aramaic paraphrase of the Bible, the Targum, and in Jewish legends b.asec} on the
biblical narrative known by the name midrash. Most of these legendary elements were incorporated in different
versions of the Targum. Here it should be remembered that the Targumim were texts which were reaq in t.he
synagogues after Ezra established the practice of reading the weekly pericope in the vernacular, side by s1‘d<'a w1th
reciting the Hebrew text which the majority of the congregation probably did not understand. Hence it is this
“re-written” Bible, a widely diffused literary genre in the first centuries C.E., which is reflected in the picture
cycles. It is thus probable (and recent research tends to confirm this) that the creation of these cycles is closely
linked to the time and place when the relevant texts were committed to writing, probably after a long period of
oral transmission. It seems equally probable that these iconographical traditions, originating from the Holy
Land, were handed down within Jewish communities and reached the West across the centuries by ways and
means which are now difficult to determine, until the illuminators of the Haggadot used them to compose the
biblical cycles for their manuscripts.

Another typical creation of fourteenth-century manuscript illumination in Catalonia is the large, luxuriously
decorated manuscript of the Bible. Owners’ inscriptions and records of sales preserved on the final pages show
‘that these Bibles, which could not have been intended for synagogue use and which represented a considerable
financial investment, were commissioned by wealthy patrons for family use. Most of these Bibles only include
decoration: text illustrations are quite exceptional, and if at all, they exist only as small drawings in the margins.
‘Many of these manuscripts contain a two-page composition showing the Temple instruments, as already

- mentioned. The objects represented are the same as in the thirteenth century: the menorah, the shewbread table,
~ the altar of sacrifice and the incense altar, the trumpets and the shofar, together with sacrificial bowls and jars.
. " There is, however, a new element which becomes more and more emphasized: a small hill with a grove of olive

" ‘trees at the top. At first it appears as a small-scale object amongst the instruments, but then sometimes comes to

- fill a' whole page, as in a manuscript executed in Saragossa in 1404.'° By this reference to the Mount of Olives,
-from where the Messiah will enter Jerusalem, the meaning of the whole composition is transformed. In the

10 Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, MS. esp. 30. The identification of this map with that offered as a gift by Don Juan is, however,
problemitic, see F. Avril (in collaboration with J~P. Aniel, M. Mentré, Y. Zaluska), Manuserits enfuminés de la Péninsule ibérique, Paris,
82, 96-98.

- Sed-Rajna, The Hebrew Bible in Illuminated Manuscripts, New York, 1987,

-Sarajevo, National Museum. C. Roth, The Sarajevo Haggadah, Belgrade, 1968, .

Lon T, Brit_ish Library, Add. MS. 27210. Cf, B. Narkiss, The Golden Haggadah, London, 1970,

'n‘dq_ » British Library, Or. MS. 2884, Cf. B. Narkiss, A. Cohen, A. Tcherikover, Hebrew Hluminated Manuseripts in the British Isles,
on, 1982, No. 12. : o

e various recensions of the Haggadah, see B. Narkiss, The Golden Haggadah, chapter 8.

Bibliotheguie Nationiale, MS. hébren 31.
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thirteenth century examples, the Temple instruments were intended 0 recall the form
after its physical destruction, remained the spiritual focus of Judaism. What was now evoked was the future
Temple which would be built when the Messiah came. This re-evaluation of the symbolism was certainly due to
the influence of theological works such as Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah, which in Book VILI deals at length with
Fhe earlier'Temple from a messianic point of view. There is, however, litile doubt that this change in the
interpretation of the svmbol was also a result of the increasing threat that hung over the Spanish communities
from the end of the fourteenth century on, Political insecurity and fear of persecution favoured the emergence
of messianic trends which also had their impact on works of art.

This impact was not only noticeable because new symbols were used: the disturbed social environment also
affected the creativity of the Jewish communityy. Indeed, after the great flowering of the fourteenth century,
the history of Jewish book illumination during the fifteenth is that of a long survival, still rich in technicgzl
achievements, but devoid of inner creative stimulus. Luxurious manuscripts were still produced: the technical
achievements of the past were still in use and even improved upon: thanks to Italian influence, the floral
ornaments filling carpet pages or swrrounding the text columns hecame more varied and richer in colours and
motifs; micrographical frames and carpet pages, enhanced by gold fillings, display the highest skill and
refinement of taste. Some of these paintings represent the apogée of craftsmanship and skill; but no new
compositions are to be found. There is an increasing dichotomy between form and creation: the ever improving
perfection of the former is accompanied by a slow disappearance of the latter. Some artists, lacking inspiration,
copied and re-used old models. The most famous example is Joseph Ibn Hayyim. artist of the Kennicott Bible!
made at La Corufia in 1476, who compiled the decorative elements used in this manuscript from the most
heterogeneous sources. Among the models that have heen traced is a Hebrew Bible executed in 1300 in
Cervera'® from which he borrowed the idea of writing his colophon in zoomorphic letters, and a few text
illustrations heading the pericopes. A carpet page seems to have been modelled on one in a twelfth-century
Koran from Valencia, ' and many of the birds in the ornaments were fashioned on designs for playing cards.*
But such eclectic elaboration was on the whole exceptional, The majority of fifteenth-century manuscripts are
profusely decorated Bibles, prayer books or scientific treatises, which impress mainly by their highly refined
techmque.

Although the growing difficulties of the Jewish communities of Spain could by themselves jusufy this
development in the history of book illumination, another factor also has to be considered. The second half of the
fifteenth century saw the invention and spread of printing, an event which was the starting point of the most
far-reaching transformation of cultural life since the invention of the alphabet. The first Hebrew book was
printed in Rome in 1469, followed in1476 in Guadalajara, and in Faro, in Portugal, in 1437. During the last
decades of the fifteenth century, although manuscripts were still being produced, it is clear that the new
technique, with its possibilities for producing multiple copies, had naturally attracted the interest of the best
craftsmen.

It is in this context that the last workshop devoted 1o copying and decorating manuscripts in the Iberian
Peninsula flourished: the Lishon workshop. In the history of Jewish hook painting, the terms “scriptorium"’ or
“workshop” must, in most cases, be used in a limited sense: there were probably never any workshops or atehers‘
comparable to those known in the Latin West, where these terms indicate a definite place }\'llere a group ot
craftsmen practised their trades. Historical evidence concerning Jewish scribes - rther thin on this poeint —
knows only of individuals or, at best, about families of scribes and artists.2! To this Lishon may have been the

et Sanctuary which, even

17 Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Kenn. 1. Cf. Iatroduction to the facsimile edition, B. Narkiss, London, 19835,

18 Lisbon, Biblioteca Nacional, MS, 72.

19 Cf. R. Euinghausen, Arah Painting, Geneva, 1962, p. 172. . o e 3940

9 Cf. Sheila Edmunds, "A Note on the Art of Joseph Ibn Hayyim™ Studies in Biblingraphy (m(.[ Booklore, xi. | : 76, pp 94 T

21 Cf. G. Sed-Rajna. "Ateliers de Manuscrits hébreux dans FOccident médiéval™, Artistes, Artisans of Production Avtistigue @i MOWeage
Paris, 1968, 339-352.
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only exception. Indeed, the manuscripts produced in that city show such an amazing hmr'loge.-.neity as far as
decoration programine, conception and execution are copcerljled, that only a smh!g g:'gamsatlc)n could fmﬁ
permitted it. The earliest dated manuscript from this school is from the year }469." the last from 1496~
However, one of the most luxurious Bibles produced was taken to Italy before the decoration could be
com}:-letc-rd.‘l4 The colopbon is missing, but there is little doubF thz.zt the unfinished manuscript wasvsa\'ed l_)}' one
of the refugees escaping from the enforced collective conversion imposed on the Jews of Portuga‘l in 14‘9(7‘ ’I_hls
implies that the workshop was active until the last moment that Jews cquld ll‘ve th_e.re fre.ely. purmg this perlod
of twenty-eight years, nearly thirty manuscripts were produced, either in L15b01.1 itself, as stated in the
colophons, or based on models originating from the workshop. Most of the manuscripts are Bibles or part§ of
the Bible: Pentateuchs, Latter Prophets, Hagiographa, and two Psalters, a rather unusual type of manuscript.
Two prayer books, Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah, a copy of Moses Nahmanides' commentary on the Torah, a‘nd
David Qimhi’s Sefer Mikhiol complete the list.2> Not all of these are decorated, but all display features which
confirm the supposition that the scribes and artists used identical methods and perhaps worked with the same
stencils. Some of the scribes signed two or three manuscripts: Samuel de Medina,®® Samuel ben Samuel Ibn
Musa,?” and Eleazar ben Moses Gagosh.? None of the manuscripts mentions the name of the artist who was in
charge of the decoration. This raises the question of whether this omission is because the craft of decorating was
less highly rated than that of copying, or because the two tasks were carried out by the same craftsman. There is
no evidence either way. However, the first possibility seems the more likely, as it is obvious that the scribe was
responsible for planning the entire manuscript, including the decoration.

The main characteristics of the works produced in the Lisbon workshop are the refined technique, the exquisite
taste, and a highly stereotyped programme. The excellence of the technique is manifest in the delicate
filigree-work frames and panels, and particularly in the beautiful burnished gold characters of the display script.
These two contrasting elements, the faultless, brilliant gold script enhanced by the light violet filigree ground,
are the hallmarks of the atelier; and since the gold characters in most manuscripts are identical in. morphology to
those of the text, it can be assumed that this part of the decoration at least was the work of the scribe. Painted
decoration was used for frames, either on the opening pages or on special pages. As will be seen, these frames,
decorated with floral motifs, were limited in variety: a restricted number of patterns were repeated throughout
the manuscript, and the same types of frame were used in all the manuscripts. This constancy in the programme
is certainly the most striking feature of the workshop, and is also the mark of the final stage in the development

of the art of book illumination.

The fully elaborated programme appears for the first time in a sumptuously decorated Bible, now bound in
threé volumes, the so-called Lisbon Bible. As the most representative work of the Lisbon school and the subject
of the present facsimile edition, it deserves further attention.

5. Sed-Rajna, Manuscrits hébreux de Lisbonne, (hereafter Lisbonne) No. 9.
23 Bid.,No, 8 - .
s Bibliothéque Nationale, MS. hébreu 15. See also the description hereafier in chapter 3 and Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, No. 14.
ist-of the'types of manuscript in Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, p. 94.
_ b_ﬁmeca;l’a]étina, MS. parm. 2674, dated 1469 ; MS, parm,, 677, dated 1473; Oxford, Balliol College, MS. 382, dated 1490.
ti, Hebrew r_Union College, MS. 2, dated 1475; London, Brit. Libr., Or. MS. 2626-28, dated 1482.
h’]io’!hl e N:atior_lqle, MS. hébreu 592, dated 1484; Oxford Bodleian Library, MS. Marshall Or. 12, dated 1487.
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2. LISBON BIBLE*

le;lMS1 2626;12628 isa co'mplete B.ible containing all twenty-four books, bound in three volumes.2® Besides the
e e han e it sh by v e

o : ateuch,”” between the Former and the Latter
Prophets® and at the end of the Hagiographa.?®

The bib!ic_al text is copied in aregular, square Sephardi script by the same hand throughout the three volumes.
Thf.t iay:out is umf.o.rm: two co¥umns of 26 lines on the text pages, except for the poetical parts, which were
COple:g in the traditional long lines, such as Exodus XV, the Song of Moses, I1 Samuel XXII and I Chronicles
XVL

A second copyist wrote the Masoretic lists using smaller characters and a lighter ink than in the main text. The
Masoretic Jists are copied in three columns, except for the variations of Ben Asher and Ben Naftali, which are
written in four columns.?® This second hand copied in minute script, known as micrography, the textual
apparatus called the massorah magna in the upper and lower margins in two and three lines respectively, as well as
the massorah parva in the side margins and between the text columns.

These two contemporary scribes executed the entire task of copying, each responsible for his own speciality. A
later hand, using a different square script and darker ink, added the running titles on each page —of the parasha
in the Pentateuch, and of the books further on — as well as the chapter numbers in the side margins.

All three volumes are made up of quires of eight leaves each, starting on the hair side, the most usual methed in
fifteenth-century manuscripts from the Iberian Peninsula,”® The few exceptions to this rule are found at the
end of a volume, where the remaining text was too short to fill a complete quire. The correct order of the quires
was ensured by writing catchwords in the lower left-hand corner of the last page of each quire, being the first
word of the following page. Although these catchwords are written in a semi-cursive script, the ink used for
them is identical to that used for the main text. It can therefore be assumed that the catchwords were also written
by the text scribe.

The ruling governing the layout of the pages is in hard point.”” All the technical preparation was carried out
with the utmost care, and bears witness to the high quality of the craftsmanship. It is usually assumed that the
scribe was responsible for this preliminary work.

THE SCRIBE

Samuel the scribe, son of Samuel Ibn Musa, signed his work in the colophon written in gold ink and enclosedina

lavishly decorated frame at the end of the manuscript.”® He copied the Bible for Joseph. son of Yehuda

surnamed al-Hakim, and finished copying it on the eve of Shabbat, in the month of Kislev in the year 5243 of
Creation. As he does not indicate which Friday, the date could be any one between the 12th November and the

# The following descriptions are based on our book already quoted, Manuscrits hébreux de Lishonne (Paris. 1970}, which was the first study
devoted to the Lishon workshop. The present abridged version has benefited from the useful remarks of reviews and of a new
examination of the documents.

90 Or. MS. 2696: 184 + I1 folios: Or. MS. 2627:IV + 273 + [ + [V folios: Or. MS. 2698 [V + 186 + | + IV [olios. Measurements:
300-305 mm x 242-244 mm; script space 185-187 mm X 158-137 mm.

30 Vol 1, fols. 1v=22v. (Hereafter: Or. MS. 2626 = [; Or. M5, 9627 = 11; Or. MS. 2628 = 11D).

31 I fols. 180r—184v,

32 11, fols. 134r—135v.

33 111, fols. 178r—185r.

34 1, fols. 72v—=73r: 11, fols. 83r—84r; 111, fol. 13v.

35 1, fols. 180r—184v,

36 Cf. M. Beit-Arie. Hebrew Codicology, Jerusalem, 1981, p. 43.

37 2+ 3+ 1{vol. Dor 1+2+1 (vols. 11-111) vertical lines: 2 + 26 + 3 horizontal lines.

38 111, fol. 185v.




10th December 1482. This date is repeated in incomplete form in the centre of the diagram at the end of

~ : 39
Chronicles.™ . S -
The scribe is known from four other manusciipts: a Pentateuch copied in Lisbon in 1475, now preserved at the

Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati:* another Pentateuch, copied in 1477, now in Moscow: and two maore
manuscripts signed by him after he left Portugal. . '

Beforeleavingthe Iberian Peninsula. Samuel Ibn Musaseems to have started procll ucing prin L‘ed l)()E)ks aswellas
manuscripts. Indeed, it is highly probable that the printer of this name who published one of the first Hebrew
hooks in the Peninsula, in 1487, is the same person as our scribe. !

The name of the copyist of the Masoretic treatises is not recorded.

The three volumes are at present bound in new gold-tooled green morocco bindings of the Briush Library,
which in 1954 replaced the sixteenth century brown leather bindings, which are still extant and which had
blind-tooled framing fillets, a rectangular central panel with rosettes in the four corners.

Little is known of the history of the manuscript between 1482, when it was finished, only 14 years before the
Jews were expelled from Portugal, and the 17th November 1882, when the British Museum bought it from
Benjamin Cohen of Bokhara. The purchase date is inscribed in all three volumes on the last fly-leaf of the old

binding, together with the old shelf-mark Or.63.b.

DECORATION
The Lisbon Bible owes its reputation to the sumptuous decoration throughout the three volumes. The
decoration programme is based on varying combinations of three basic components: frames filled with floral
motifs, frames and panels filled with filigree penwork, and burnished gold ornamental script. All three
categories have special functions which determine the position of the decoration, namely to emphasize the main
divisions of the text. Thus, the decoration appears at the beginning of the biblical books, indicates the weekly
readings (parashiyot), or serves to distinguish those pages which contain the additional Masoretic treatises and
the list of 613 precepts.
1. The most prominent type of decoration consists of frames filled with floral motifs. These either surround the
entire page, such as the opening pages of the Former Prophets,*? Isaiah*® and Ezekiel,** as well as the scribe’s
colophon®® and the poem of thanksgiving on the facing page.*® Full-page frames also surround those pages
which contain the additional, extra-biblical texts.*” Pairs of frames, each round just one column of script on the
same page, appear at the beginning of Jeremiah and of the Twelve Prophets.*®
The decoration of the frames varies in motifs, in design and in colour scheme. Itis this thythmical variation of
- the recurring elements that creates the effect of richness characterising the decorative programme of the book.
© “Five main types of frame can be distinguished by their design, and each type includes further sub-divisions
' typiﬁed hy the changing colour schemes. The descriptions of the characteristic features of the five types follow
the order in which they appear in the manuscript.
.. Type Ais characterised by fleshy, curling acanthus leaves painted in blue, green and magenta, attached to both

39' 111, fol. 50r.
40. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, n°6 and pp. 38-39.
41-Cf, C. Haebler, Bibliografia iberica del siglo XV, Leipzig-La Haye, 1917, t. I, p. 252. See also A. Anselmo Les origines de l'imprimerie au

IS Iv-22v; 180r-184v; I1, fols. 134r-185v; I1L, fols. 178r-180.
168r, 246r, 250v, 252r, 2561, 256v, 258r, 260v, 261v, 263r, 264v, 265v, 271v.




:)l:;?l:)efdu:liﬁlzl;ﬁ;ge%f:;z 1:55,_ . v ggl:rtl fgzle]lilnsgte%lli .e osn ;k;z l}))lél:vk Par[ciilment ground. Thff: leaves are oftt?n
en-drawn scrolls beariﬁg' smaller leaves execute.d in il?k f\notheen h . acant_hgs leaves is ﬁlled'wnh thlp
lc)m'npositional: scrolls or stems often spring from a central ;el;memerifc aracteristic feature of this type is
. DLIEN SE ] placed within the horizontal bars of the
frfime.. Among these centra.l motifs are flower-pots; coats of arms, probably merely ornamental; peacocks with
tails displayed; or round, pine-cone-like fruits. Sometimes the stems issue from dragons or lions placed in the
lower corners of the frame. There are some birds between the vertical bars, mostly green parrots, owls
cockerels, or green birds with long tails, ' '

The most sgphistica!ed example of this type of frame is that surrounding the scribe’s colophon. A variant, using
the same monfs- ona grounfi painted blue, occurs once in volume 1.1 Because of the coloured ground, the whole
colour scheme is here modified: the leaves are painted in violet, the flowers in gold. Another variant in volume
11139 has the characteristic floral motifs of type A on a gold ground.

Type B has as its main feature a delicately painted gold scroll bearing tiny, symmetrically placed gold leaves.
Between the undulating scrolls are small, open flowers painted in blue and green with gold pistils. This kind of
frame is often outlined inside and out by a gold fillet.

Framesvof type B occur in two variants: gold scrolls on the blank parchment ground appear frequently in
volume I;°! or identical gold scrolls on a dark wine-red,?® Prussian blue® or, exceptionally, violet ground.>

This kind of frame is often placed next to another type in a double composition throughout the Latter
Prophets.®”

Type C is distinguished by its main feature, the brush gold ground. This gold ground is also the reason why
most of the examples of this type are in a very dilapidated state of preservation: the paint applied onto the gold
has flaked off almost everywhere. The motifs, in so far as they can still be seen, are well shaped green scrolis
enlivened by blue and pink flowers.?® Frames of this type often appear in a double composition with type A.>7

Type D is represented by only two examples which, however, deserve separate mention because of a common
tendency, rather than because they share identical motifs or colour schemes. This common tendency is extreme
stylisation of design and a special technique giving the effect of mechanically executed decoration rather than
hand painting. In the first example,”® blue palmette leaves with jagged contours are enhanced by white
hatching in a technique similar to that of engraving. In the second example,’ similar jagged stylised gold scrolls
are disposed on a green ground in such a way that the motifs and the ground are of equal importance and
appear to form a single plane, similar in effect to spared-ground ceramic decoration.

Asoften happened in manuscript painting, as the decoration progressed and perhaps because time ran short, in
certain parts of the book the decoration was simplified, if not abandoned altogether. In the Lisbon Bible, too, a
simplification and reduction in the variety of the frames can be observed. This tendency gave rise to a new type
of frame which is, in fact, a combination of the type B design and the type A colour scheme. Because of the
frequency of this type in some parts of the codex, it will be distinguished as type E. It appears on the final pages
with the 61% precepts and on the pages with the Masoretic treatises in all three volumes.®® It also occurs in

N
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Fol. 5r.

Fol. 210r.

51 E.g. 1, fols 2r, 4r, 6r, 9r.

59 1, fols. 2v, 3r, 11r: 11, fols. 250v, 252r, 250r, 2506v, 961v; 111. fol. 185v with silver scrolls, fol, 1861 with gold scrolls.
33 1, fols 10r, 16Gv.

4 L. ol l4v.

5 See folio pages supra n. 48.

5 Examples on L, fol. 5 11, fol. 186r; 11 fol. 186r.

57 E.g. 11, fols, 246r, 263r, 264v, 265v.

58 I.fol. 8v.

59 1 fol. 136v.

50 1, fols 17r=22v, 180r—184v: I1. fols 134r—135v: 111, fols 178r—185r.
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oks of the Latter Pmphets.ﬁl Many of these frames,

. . . ne
and less precise in execution.”
ree penwork filling frames and

ich it provides a contrasting

double compositions on several opening pages to the bo
especially those on the pages with Masoretic lists, are hasty A
9 The second main component of the decoration programme consists of filig
This technique is used to enhance the ornamental script., for wh
al frames on the opening pages of certain books of the Lartter
64 Rectangular panels with filigree work figure at the
B3 ofjoshua,Gﬁ which serves as a frontispiece for the

a7

rectangular panels.
background. It appears in frames inside the flor
Prophets® and on all framed pages of Masoretic lists.
beginning of each of the five books of the Pentateuch, : [
Former Prophets, and at the beginning of all the books of the Hagiographa except Chronicles and ?sa]fns.
Smaller panels decorated in the same way enclose the three letters P R Sk, indicating the weekly parashivot in the
Torah. . ‘
The filigree penwork changes in design and colour depending on its position, and also on the skill of the
craftsmen who executed it. The finest in technigue are the panels at the beginning of the five books of the
Pentateuch, Joshua, and the books of the Hagiographa. The filigree, drawn in violet ink, forms half-palnette or
drop-like leaves which radiate like a circular fan within a larger circle. In volumes I and IIT, which contain the

mall green dots in the centre of the leaves enliven the filigree-filled surface. At the beginning ot

best specimens,
word

Lamentations,?® as a sign of mourning, the penwork is executed in brown ink and the letters of the initia
are in silver. It was usual in Sephardi Bibles to distinguish this poem, read on the 9th of Av in commemoration of
the destruction of the Temple, by the colours of sorrow and mourning; and this practice is followed in most of
the Lishon manuscripts.

The stylised floral motifs of the filigree are replaced in some panels by a more geometric pattern; or the two
are combined within the same panel.®® At the beginning of Isaiah, Ezekiel and the books of the Latter Prophets,
the palmette motifs are drawn in black ink.”

The penwork filling the frames round the Masoretic treatises was executed by two different hands. The work
of the first craftsman is characterised by carefully drawn, continuous scrolls, outlining with precision the
burnished gold letters running round the four sides of the frame, which were obviously written before the
penwork was added. In volume I another craftsman took over the work from folio 17r to folio 22v. His scrolls are
carelessly drawn and the burnished gold script, of rather poor quality, was written on top of the pen decoration.
However, the chapter titles within the script columns on these pages were written by the first artist before the
filigree decoration was begun.

3. The third component of the decoration is the ornamental script. The burnished gold letters are designed with
perfect mastery, and the flawless state of the gold bears witness to the high standard of the technique. Burnished
gold letters are used for the initial words of the books, for the parashiyot signs, and for the extracts from the
Masoretic treatises inscribed in the frames.

4. The copyist of the massorah made little use of the method proper to Jewish scribes for writing the massorah
magna in the margins in ornamental shapes. Only at the beginning of the Pentateuch, on the very first pages,™*
are there a few examples of this specifically Jewish type of decoration. The copyist did, however, use the
Masoretic material to outline in micrography two full-page diagrams. The first, at the end of the Pentateuch,”? is

61 Seeabove note 48.

62 E.g. I, fols. 17r—22v.

63 II, fols. 136v, 210r.

64 See above note 58,

65 I, fols. 23v, 61v, 94r, 1171, 150r.

66 1L fol. 1v.

67 111, fols. 93r, 107r, 127r, 138y, 141r, 147r, 152v, 1591,

68 III, fols. 144r.

69 E.g. I, fols. 94r, 1177, 150r.

7011, fols. 136v, 210r, and all further decorated pages in vol. I1.
7L E.g. L, fols. 23v—24v circles, 52r, 28v, 32v-33r wriangles, etc...
72 1,fol. 179v.
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a rosette inscribed within a tri
ground. The second, at theend of
penwork and enclosed in a floral fra

Smaller c.lecorative mif:rographié sl";api_es,;_‘.i;sing the final Masoretic notes, appear at the end of some books
These consist mostly of circles and triangles, but in one case™ there isa smaller example of the full-page rosettes'

THE ARTISTS

Je, enclosed in turn in a rectangular frame,

Sed | all on the plain
wanuscript,” i P parchment

s similarly composed on a ground filled with violet filigree

Whereas scripgs often signed their fvork, the ‘artislts ax}d crafstmen in charge of the decoration rarely identified
them§el\'es. ’1"h15 1s true of many medieval manuscripts in general, and of Hebrew manuscripts in particular, and
the Lisbon Bible is no exception.

.It. is, l:nowe\'er, certain that the decoration of the Bible was the work of a team, and several hands can be
distinguished.
I. The artist who collaborated most closely with the scribe (if not actually the scribe himself, a thesis which can be
supported by the similarity of the text script and the letters of the initial words) was the craftsman responsible for
the initial wo1jd panels.with their violet filigree filling and burnished gold letters. He probably also added the
floral decoration flanking these panels which, on some pages, extends to form half, three-quarter or full-page
frames. These part or full frames include acanthus leaves, gold dots and pen scrolls similar in style to those of
type A frames, executed in a peculiar, highly refined technique. However, this artist did not execute his task
until the decoration was complete. In volume II, at the beginning of Judges, Samuel and Kings,”® and in volume
I11 from folic 127r on, the floral motifs, while of the same type, are by a second hand: the colours are cruder, and
the modelling and decoration of the leaves are omitted, being replaced by flat, evenly coloured surfaces. The
filigree work is, however, by the first artist throughout all three volumes. To him can also be attributed all the
initial word panels in volume 1,78 the full-page frame on the opening page of volume II,”” and the initial word
panels in volume ITI.7® The same hand could also have executed the black filigree penwork frames on the first
pages of the books of the Prophets, some of which are of quite outstanding quality.
2. The floral frames were the responsibility of a second team. Again, two or more hands can be clearly
distinguished. The main artist executed the frames at the beginning of volume I, as far as folio 16v, those for the
opening pages of the Latter Prophets in volume IT, and those on the two facing pages at the end of volume 111,
round the scribe’s colophon and the poem. It is possible that more than one craftsman was responsible for this
work, but it is all of equally high quality.

A distinction in quality is only perceptible in the floral decoration framing the Masoretic pages. Whereas ona
few of them the work is drawn with delicacy and precision, many others'display hasty, careless design and
repetitious patterns. The former are in violet ink, and those of poor quality are usually in black ink.

A final element in the decoration must be noted. On the pages with Masoretic lists, gold script is used for the
titles of the treatises and for the framing inscriptions. Alternating regularly, with only very rare exceptions, the
frames are in brush gold and the titles in burnished gold on the recto sides, and vice versa on the versos of the
leaves. This detail shows that equal care was devoted to the aesthetic layout of all the categories of decoration,
down to the last and least important details.

73 111, fol. 185r.

74 II1, fol. 50r.
5 11, fols. 21r, 40r, 85r.

76 1, fols. 23v, 61v, 94r, 117r, 150r.

77 Fol. lv.

78 Fols. 93r, 107r, 127r, 138v, 141r, 147r, 152v, 159r.




3. THE LISBON WORKSHOP

anuscript produced in the Lishon workshop. Tt was

The tripartite Bible was neither the first nor the only m _
another most luxurious codex and followed by

certainly the masterpiece of the atelier. but was preceded by
several others whose decoration was entirely dependent on the ornamental programme of'the Biblg. _

The manuscript which preceded the Bible is a copy of Moses Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah (Brinsh Library.
Harley MS. 5698-99).7 (Fig. 1) This two-volume codex was commissioned by Joseph ben David hen Sol()mo'n
ben David Gedalyah the Ancient Ibn Yahya. It was copied by the scribe Salomon Ibn Alzuq' and con_1pleted in
1472.5%. The colophon does 1ot mention any toponym. However, the Ibn Yahva family is one of the most
famous Sephardi noble families. and their presence in Portugal is documented from the middle Qf L,he e!e\"emh
century on.®! Don Joseph was born in Lisbon in 1425, and became one of the close confidants of King Alfonso
V. who gave him the nickname “the Sage”. He was one of the leaders of Portuguese Jewry. In 1495, when be
learned of King Joao IT's intention to force haptism on the Jews, he fled with his sons David, Solomon and Meir.
After a brief stay in Castile, where only the intervention of Alvarez, Duke of Braganza, saved him from the
Inquisition, he continued his flight to Pisa and then Florence, and finally settled in Ferrara, where he died in
1498. His son David, author of several grammatical and philosophical treatises, became a rabbi in Naples.®

However, the exile of the Ibn Yahya family started only in 1495. Hence in 1472, when Don Joseph
commissioned the Mishneh Torah, he was still in Lisbon. This is confirmed by another manuscript copied for him
in 1487, where Lisbon is explicitly mentioned.®? There is, therefore, no doubt that the luxurious copy of
Maimonides’ Code was produced in Lisbon.

The illumination of the manuscript heralds the specific decorative programme of the Lishon workshop. Each
of the fourteen books of Maimonides' Code, as well as the frontispiece. the Intoduction and the scribe’s
colophon, are provided with sumptuous decoration based on the three components also used in the Lishon
Bible: floral frames, filigree penwork frames, and panels with burnished gold letters. There are, however,
differences between the style of each of these elements in the Code and those appearing in the Bible.

All the floral frames are of the same type: feathery scrolls, enlivened with blue and magenta flowers and gold
dots on the plain parchment ground, bear at intervals large, well shaped, curly acanthus leaves with jagged
outlines, painted in blue, green and magenta, with the inner and outer sides of the curls in different colours.
Among the scrolls and the leaves are birds, owls, cockerels and peacocks, the latter sometimes with spread tails
(Fig. 1). These floral motifs and the birds are all similar to those found in the Bible in the frames of type A.
However, in the Mishneh Torah this is the only type used, and it appears throughout the two volumes with only
minor variations. Some of the latter are the result of the personal, more “impressionistic” style of one of the
artists; on the other hand, others display a wealth of motifs witnessing to imagination and outstanding
craftsmanship. There are nevertheless only secondary variations within the one type,*! and no examples of the
four other types of floral frame used in the Bible appear in the Maimonides Code.

The composition is also different where the filigree penwork panels are concerned. As in the Bible, they form
backgrounds for the titles written in ornamental script in burnished gold; but here the letters are larger and the

79 IV + 1+ 302 (1-160+1+161-301) + 1 + I leavesin vol. L.
IV + I +434 (210 433) + 1 + [V leaves in vol. 1L
332 x 240 mm (203 — 205 x 148 — 150 mm). Written in square Sephardi script, in 2 columns. 36 lines per column. Quires mostly of §
leaves starting on the hair side, with catchwords written in the bottom left-hand corner on the verso of the last folio of each (iuire.
~ Continuous Hebrew foliation throughout the two volumes, Running titles on all pages. Colophon of the scribe in Harley MS. 5699, fol.
. 434v. Bibliography: Margoliouth, Catalogue, n° 486-487; Sed-Rajna, Lishonrne n° I; Narkiss, Brit. [sles, n® 41. '
80 Brit. Libr. Harley MS. 5699, fol. 434v.
81 ‘Cf. A. Marx in Hebrew Union College Annyal, 1924, pp. 605-624.
82 Cf. Encyd_opaedia]udaz'ca,jerusa]em, 1971, vol. 8, col. 1207.

-, 83 - London, Brit. Libr. Or. MS 1045, cf. Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, n°12, p. 52-53.

B4 Tbe only exception is in vol. T fol. 2r with-an entirely different frame, outlined in micrography, Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, pl. TI1.




Fig. 1. Moses Maimonides, Mishnelt Torah. Lisbon, 1472, Fig. 2. Siddur Lisbon. 1484, Frontispiece 1o Maimonides'
Frontispiece to the Introduction. London, The Brit. Thirteen Prindples. Paris, Bibl. Nat., MS. hébreu.
Libr.. Harley MS. 3698, fol. 11r. 502, fol. 33v.

titles of the books longer. Consequently, half the script space is usually filled by the filigree work, and
occasionally even the entire page. The colours and patterns also vary: the filigree strips bearing the gold script.
which usually amounts to four lines, are in violet, and the space between them is filled with red fan-shaped
filigree penwork. A band of feathery scrolls or filigree work extends vertically between the two seript columns on
these initial pages. and the entire script space is framed by a burnished gold fillet. The aesthetic effect of the
combination of naturalistic floral decoration, the lace-like ornamental grounds and the burnished gold
characters is one of luxury and great perfection. This combination of the three different elements. which
appears for the first time in this manuscript, became the hallmark of the Lisbon workshop.

A further stage of development was the elaboraton of the various border patterns. This is seen ouly ten yeurs
after the Maimonides Code in the fully developed decoration programme of the Bible. and was then adopied -{m'
the few illuminated manuscripts which were produced d uring the fourteen vears which separate the conpletion
ot the Bible from the Expulsion. ' _

Of the manuscripts produced in the Lishon workshop after the Bible, only one has a (.'.()luphnm :f}m{ a \f'l‘lll(.‘tl
date. The identification of the others and a hypothetical date can only be based on 51)'[15{1.(7 Com !)L’Jl"l“i.{)l'lA \\‘il,[\; the
Bible. Four of these manuscripts are closely related to the Bible. A small sideur, now in PQUI‘IS (BFhln_ullvv(|ll<‘
Nationale, hébr. 392), dated 1484, and two small undated Pentateuchs betrayv a special a(laplal;an of the I:I.:.I)Ul‘
programme to their small format. The fourth manuscript is a large Bible without a written date [Fars.
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Fig. 8. The Almanzi Pentateuch, Lisbon, c. 1485-1490.
Frontispiece to Genesis. London, The Brit. Libr., Add.
MS. 27167, fol. 11v.

Bibliothéque Nationale, hébr. 15), which was copied directly from the Lisbon Bible shortly before the
Expulsion, so that the decoration could not be finished in Portugal. This manuscript was probably among the
very last produced by Jews for Jews in the Iberian Peninsula.

Of the four manuscripts, the Paris siddur® follows most faithfully the Lisbon programme, which is here
adapted to the smail pages. The main divisions are marked by floral frames, with titles and initial words written
in burnished gold on 2 filigree background; secondary divisions have only the two latter components. A third
degree in the decorative hierarchy is constituted by pages with filigree decoration and ornamental script in black
ink.

The Paris siddur has four framed pages, with each frame of a different type: type A on folio 413v, type Bona
wine-red ground on folio 1v and on the parchment ground on folio 331v; folio 33v (fig. 2) has a variant of type
E, with fleshier green leaves, which had already appeared in the Bible at the beginning of Micah.®® On three of
these pages — the exception is folio 1v — the filigree penwork fills the entire script space, which is only 9 cm. by
6 cm., and the gold inscriptions take up to five lines. The frames faithfully reproduce the models provided in the
Bible, including the specific motifs of type A: dragon and lion in the lower corners, peacock with tails spread and
coat of arms as central motifs in the horizontal bars. The numerous pages with only filigree decoration and gold
script are executed in an extraordinarily refined technique. The scribe, Eleazar ben Moshe Gagosh, copied
another manuscript in Lisbon in 1487, which is now in the Bodleian Library in Oxford.?’

The Almanzi Pentateuch® has five framed pages, one for each of the five books composing it.* These five
frames belong to three of the five types distinguished in the Lisbon Bible. The frames for Genesis (fig. 3) and
Dcuteronomygn are of type A. Executed in an outstanding technique, they reveal a very close affinity in style and

85 Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonnre, n°3, pp. 30-33

"+ 86 11, fol. 258r.

... 87 MS. Marshall Or. 21. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lishenne, n°13, pp. 54-35.
©. 88 B_ﬁtish Library, Add MS. 27167. 1 + 264 + I fols. 158 X 118 mm (10% x 71 mm) written in square Sephardi script, 1 column, 20 lines
-. -per column. Ruling in stylus. Quires mostly of 8 leaves, starting on the hair side. Contains the Pentateuch, the five megillot, haftarot, and
.. Masoretic treatises (fols. 455r-462r). See Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, n°17, Narkiss, Brit. Isles, n°44. |
~89"Fols. 11v, 861, 148v, 192v, 236r.
90 Fols.. 1 1v, 256r. '
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Fig. 4. The Almanzi Pentateuch, Lisbon, ¢. 1485-1490.
Frontispiece to Lamentations. London, The Brit. Libr,
Add. MS. 27167, fol. 419v.

design, as well as in colour scheme, to the frames on the opening pages of Ezekiel and Nahum?! in the Bible.
The shape and modelling of the acanthus scrolls , the dragon with stems sprouting from it in one corner of the
frame in the Pentateuch (in both corners on the two pages of the Bible ), the central motifs of the horizontal bars
and even the shades of magenta and blue used for the leaves make it probable thatall four frames were execured
by the same hand and certainly in the same workshop.

On the opening page of Exodus?? the frame is a beautiful example of type C. The many birds among the roses
and carnations on an exceptionally well preserved gold ground bear witness to a strong Flemish influence. The
frame on the opening page of Numbers®® also belong to type C, but with variation in that silver replaces the
usual gold ground. The floral motifs are closer to those of type A, but the paint is imperfectly preserved on the
silver and apart from the fleshy green stalk, one can only discern the outlines of the motifs, which must have
heen very similar to those in the right-hand frame on the opening page of Jeremiah in volume I of the Bible."

The frontispiece to Leviticus*® is framed by a floral border of type E, between gold fillets. On either side of the
pen-drawn scrolls there are open pink roses, smaller blue flowers and gold dots. with many green birels
enlivening the parchment ground, This is a particularly fine specimen of this type, by the hand which also
painted the other frames. The technique is even more refined that in most of the frames of this type m the Bible.

Also of outstanding quality are the burnished gold letters of the initial words of the five megillot,™ as well as the

91 11, fols. 210r, 261v.

92 Fals. 86r, Sed-Rajna, Lishorne, pl LVL
93 Fol. 192v.

4 11, fol, 168r.

95 Fol. 148+, Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, pl. LVIL
96 Tols, 407v, 413+v, 419v, 427y, 4411,
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Fig. 5. The Duke of Sussex Portuguese Pentateuch, Lisbon. c. Fig. 6. The Paris Portuguese Bible. Lisbon, c. 1486 —
1485-1490. Frontispiece to Genesis. London, The Brit. Florence. before 15304. Geometrical ornament shaped in
Libr., Add. MS. 15283, fol. 2r. micrography. Paris, Bibl. Nat., MS. hébreu 13. fol. 324r.

filigree work filling the panels. The pattern of the filigree on most pages is identical to that in the Bible, except
for folio 192v where the fan-shaped pattern already encountered in the Mishneh Torah occurs. The filigree
scrolls extending to the margins are rather similar in the Pentateuch and the Paris siddur. The filigree scrolls and
filling and the display scriptare in black at the beginning of Lamentations, where two pen-drawn owls add to the
lugubrious effect of the black decoration. (Fig. 4).

Although the two manuscripts were not copied by the same scribe, they were certainly decorated by the same
artists, using the same models, and are probably close to each other in date. Both are of outstanding quality and
rare beauty.

The Pentateuch (Add. MS. 15283)%7 acquired by the British Museum with the Duke of Sussex’s collection in
1844 is of the same period and from the same workshop. There are, however, a few indications which suggest
that it was executed later than the Almanzi Pentateuch and the Paris siddur.

The decoration of the manuscript follows in its main lines the Lisbon programme. The five books of the
Pentateuch each open with a fully framed page which encloses a violet filigree panel and the burmshed gold

initial word, as well as the first lines of the text. The frames contain different motifs, all of them already known
- from the Lisbon Bible. Genesis®® has a frame of type A. (Fig. 5). The central motifs are a coat of arms on top and
~apeacock with spread tail at the bottom. Between the curling acanthus leaves there are blue and green birds, and

. 97 ‘Pentateuch and five Megillot. [V + 266 (265 + 1) + IV folios; 196 X 139mm (177 X 84 mm). Written in semi-cursive Sephardi script, 2
columns, 21 lines per column, except for the opening pages of four books of the Pentateuch, which are written in 1 column. Quires
mostly of B leaves. Ruling in stylus.
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E::]lgu?:i‘ :)llick do;ls. The lc‘:olqgr- a‘rgsgrrﬁnewhat fad.ed, orat lt?ast appear so bec.ause of the unusually dark grey
' parchment. Exodu has a frame of type D, the jagged sharp outlines of the leaves being similar to
_those in the Bible (volume I', f0!1o‘8v), although here the scrolls and leaves are in gold and the ground is painted
in red, blug and green. .whlch is the colour.scheme of the second type D example in the Bible on the openin
page of Isaiah.!”® Leviticus'®! opens with a fine example of a type B frame on a wine-red ground. A secong
example of type D heads the book of Numbers,'%? with elaborate gold scrolls and leaves on a vivid cobalt blue
ground. Type C appearsat the beginning of Deuteronomy,'® but only the gold and faint traces of the flaked-off
scrolls, flowers and birds are preserved.

A new form of decoration is seen at the beginning of the five megillor.'®* All five texts are headed by a small
.ﬂora! frarf}e of type A round two or three sides of the initial word. The burnished gold letters are, as usual,
inscribed in a small panel filled with violet filigree penwork. The space between these panels and the frames is
filled by gold scrolls on a ground consisting of red, green and dark violet compartments. These gold scrolls on a
compartmented, painted ground constitute an element which bears witness to an Italian influence, but which
was not used in the Lisbon Bible or in any of the small format manuscripts which directly depend on it. It is,
however, often used in the Paris Bible, which is most probably one of the latest manuscripts produced by the
Lisbon workshop. This element indicates a date for the Duke of Sussex Portuguese Pentateuch closer to the
Paris Bible than to the British Library Lisbon Bible.

The Paris Bible, Bibliotheque Nationale MS hébreu 15),'% bound in one volume, is slightly Jarger in size than
the Lishon Bible. The elegant square script and the layout in two columns (except for the poetical texts, which
are written in long lines) are similar to those of the British Library Bible. At the beginning of the volume and at
its end, 30 pages contain Masoretic treatises copied in three columns.'® Unlike the British Library Bible, these
pages are framed by two lines of script, the ner one consisting of larger display script, and the outer of
micrography. There are additional geometrical decorations outlined in micrography in the upper and lower
margins on folio 1v. Most of the Masoretic treatises copied on these pages are the same as are found in the
British Library Bible, namely the variants of Ben Asher and Ben Naftali and the Digduge ha-te'amin.'®" Aaron
Dotan, who has published a critical edition of the latter,'?® noticed that the versions in the two Bibles are
identical even down to the mistakes. He thus concluded that the Masoretic texts in the Paris Bible were directly
copied from those contained in the British Library Bible.!?® The Masoretic fragments end on folio 524r with a
rosette outlined in micrography. (Fig. 6). Its basic design 1s identical to those appearing in volumes I (folio 179v)
and 111 (folio 1851) of the British Library Bible, although it is more elaborate.

As already mentioned, the painted decoration of the Paris Bible was executed in two stages, in two different
workshops. The original decoration was carried out in Lisbon, probably as soon as the copying was finished.
Two of the frontispieces, those for Genesis (folio 9v) (Fig. 7) and the Hagiographa (folio 374v), belong to this
first phase. The composition of these two pages is similar to that of the Isaiah frontispiece in the British Library
Bible: !0 the first lines of the text are enclosed in a double frame, while the burnished gold initial word is written
in a geometrical panel filled with filigree work, placed within the inner frame. The only difference is that in the
Paris Bible both frames have painted decoration, whereas on the Isaiah page the inner frame is filled with

09 Fol. 48v; Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, pl. LXIL.

100 11. fol. 136v.

101 Fol. 88r, Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, pl. LX.

102 ¥ol. 114v.

103 Fol. 152r.

104 Fols. 242v. 245v, 248v, 2551, 258r.

105 Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lishenne, No. 14,

106 Fols. Iv, 8v, 317r=524r. .
107 The variants of Ben Asher and Ben Naftali are on fols. 1v-5r, the Digduge ha-te'amim in the frames of fols. Iv=3r and 3231 —3%4r.
108 A. Dotan, Sefer digduge ha-te'anin levabhi Aaron b. Moshe b. Asher, Jerusatem, 1987.

109 Ibid., I, p. 63.

110 MS. Or. 2697, fol. 136v.




Fig. 7. The Pans Portuguese Bible. Lisbon, c. 1496 — Fig. 8. The Hispanic Sociely Bible, Spain (?) and Lisbon, c.

Florence, before 1504, Frontspiece to Genesis. 1470-1480. Frontispiece to Exodus. New York, The
Paris, Bibl. Nat.. MS. hébreu 15, fol. 9v. Library of The Hispanic Society of America, MS. B241,
fol. 43v.

filigree penwork. The outer border of the Hagiographa frontispiece is a very fine example of type A,'!! with all
the characteristic motifs and colours seen in the model. The central motifs in the horizontal bars are a butterfly
at the top and a peacock with spread tail at the bottom. The fleshy, multicoloured acanthus leaves are placed on
both sides of an undulating stem sprouting from a lion’s mouth on the left. and a straight stalk issuing from a
dragon’s jaws on the right. The zoomorphic motifs are similar in type and disposition to those of the initial page
of the Mishneh Torah,''* which also appear, reduced in size. in the Paris siddur.'? The colours are particularly
vivid and their flawless preservation bears witness to a remarkable mastery of the technique. The inner border is
a new variant of type B: the delicate gold scroll and small leaves are on a ground painted in alternating red and
blue compartments. Each frame is outlined by a burnished gold fillet, and tiny brush gold scrolls run round the
page. As far as the careful execution and refined technique are concerned, the page is one of the masterpieces of
the workshop.

The composition of the Genesis frontispiece (folio 9v) 1s similar, although not as well preserved. Indeed, in the
outer border, an example of type C, the colours have flaked off the brush gold ground. Even the inner frame (of
type B, on a uniform wine-red ground) does not show the precision and the striking brilliance of the
Hagiographa frontispiece, The two pages may have been executed by two different craftsmen.

Each of the frontispieces opens a new literary unit, one of the four main divisions of the Bible, and also a
codicological unit, a new quire. Indeed, the manuscript was carefully planned so that each division started at the
beginning of a new quire, and the decoration was carried out before the quires were bound. For some
extraordinary reason, once these two frontispieces were finished, the decoration was mterrupted; and it seems
that, in the time lag between the interruption of the work and its resumption, the manuscript underwent a

111 Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, pl. XLVI.
112 British Library, Harley MS. 5698 fol. 11v.
113 Paris, Bibliothéque nationale, MS. hébreu 592, fol, 413v, Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, pl. XX1.
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Jjourney. The other two frontispieces, those to the Former''* and Latter Prophets, !
defined ltalian style. The decoration of the initial pages of Exodus, Leviticus Nun’lbers an
was also carried out in this second workshop, as w ‘
volume, on the first page.

? are decorated in a well

d Deuteronomy!'®
ell as a general frontispiece placed at the beginning of the

As we haltl\'Te already estal?lished, the Italian decoration was added in the workshop of the Florentine artist,
A[tgvante. The decoration was probably completed shortly after the transfer of the manuscript to Italy,
during the last years of the fifteenth century or at the beginning of the sixteenth. A sale inscription on folin 524v
shpws that the codex changed hands as early as 1504, Thus the second stage of the decoration was added before
this date.

Therecan bt’:‘ nodoubt thz‘tt theevent \\.fhich prevented the entire decoration from being executed in Lishon was
Fhe promulgation of th(? Edict of Expulsion on the 5th December 1496. For whom the manuscript was originally
intended and by whom it was taken to Italy is not known. However, during the last years of the fifteenth century:,
Attavante worked for the royal house of Portugal, and was in charge of the decoration of a Bible in seven
volumes commissioned by King Manuel.''® In conclusion, the date of the copying and of the earlier decoration
has to be assumed as falling between the years 1482, the date of the British Library Bible which served as the
model, and 1496 — probably closer to the latter. The work was completed before 1504, the year when it was sold
by the first lralian owner, Manasseh Ben Yequtiel of Tivoli,! ¥ to the physician Rabbi Elhanan of Toffia.'?* The
further history of the manuscript has also been traced. Shortly after 1529, the codex was acquired by the
renowned Hebrew scholar, Cardinal Aegidius of Viterbo. Later it was owned by Catherine de Médicis, Queen of
France, and with the rest of her library this Hebrew Bible came to the Royal Library in 1599. In 1602 it was
rebound in a new binding, bearing the initials and arms of Henry I'V.1%!

The relationship of the Bible in New York, preserved in the Hispanic Society of America’s collection, '** to the
Lisbon workshop is far more complex. This sumptuous large format Bible is decorated with floral borders
outside large filigree-filled frames on the first and last pages of the main divisions.'® Six of the seven floral
borders are elaborate examples of tvpe A. (Fig. 8). In addition to the usual repertoire of floral and zoomorphic
motifs, the painter has included several coats of arms, which seem to be merely ornamental except for that on
page 288v, where the arms of Aragon, Le6n and Castile are represented in the same escutcheon. This way of
depicting the royal arms could only have been used after 1469, the date of the marriage of Ferdinand of Aragon
1o Isabel of Castile. On the other hand, such a historical reference would only have had any meaning in a
Spanish environment, and one must therefore ask whether this Bible did not originate from Spain. This theory
could explain some significant differences in the decoration from the Lisbon programme. The most important
variations appear at the beginning of the codex, namely in the Genesis frontispiece'** and on the page facing
it, 125 where a full-page menorah is represented in a penwork frame. The scrolls and filigree work framing the two
pages are different in design from the usual Lisbon filigree work.

On the other hand, the presence of a full-page menorah facing the initial page of the text could well reflect the

114 Fol. 137%v.

115 Fol. 251r.

116 Fols. 40v, 67v, 85v, 113r.

117 Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, pp. 62-63. o ‘ i o .

118 Paolo d’Ancona, “Nuove ricerche sulla Bibbia dos Jeronimos e suoi illustratori.” La Bibliofitia, XV, 1913, pp. 205 ff. C. Sed-Rajna.
Lishonne, p. 62, No. 2. . et o oam

119 On this family, see U. Cassuto, "La famiglia di David da Tivoli,” Corrieve Israelitico, XLV, 1906-7 pp. ,149—19,.2, _)bll-.’.bdf, _?0.':5(.11:

190 Toffia has been identified as being in the Perugia district hy Michel Garel, Keeper of Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bibliotheyue
Nationale. . ) » N s

121 Of. G. Sed-Rajna, “Un diagramme kabbalistique de la Biblictheque de Gilles de Viterbe,” in Hommage & Georges Vajda. Louvain, 1080.
pp. 365-367. . ‘ )

122 New York, The Hispanic Society of America, MS. B.241. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, No. 16, pls. LI-LIIL

193 Fols. 8r, 45v, 288v, 289r, 424r, 468r, 579r.

124 Fol. 8r.

125 Fol. 7v.




influence of the double-page display of the Temple instruments so frequent in Hebrew Bibles frqm szliﬁ. All
these argutents support the hypothesis that the manuscript was started in Spain some ume after Iflb&)._lls
removal to Portugal could have been connected with the flight of thousands of Jewish famihies from S].):un after
1480, when the first Spanish Inquisition was appointed by the Pope at the request of the Catholic Kings. The
question then arises whether the floral borders of type A had already been added in Span, or Whether they were
added in Lishon. In the latter case, do they predate the decoration of the British Library Bible, or were they
mspired by it? No written evidence permits a firnm answer. There are, however, a few facts that should be
considered. the first being that among the five types of floral frame used in the Lishon workshop, it is type A
which bears the clearest affinities to the floral decoration of contemporary Spanish manuscripts. Nevertheless, il
must be remembered that there is another manuscript with type A borders only, namely the Mishneh Torak of
14792, the execution of which in-Lishon can hardly be called in question because of the biographical data about
the patron. This manuscript. which probably antedates the Hispanic Society Bible, thus proves the existence of
this kind of foral decoration in Lisbon before the arrival of the Hispanic Society Bible. Finally, the close
similarity of the floral borders of this Bible to those of the same type in the Lisbon production tends to support
the ll)'pétllesis that this decoration was added when the Lisbon workshop took over the completion of the
decoration. whereas the Genesis page and that with the menorah were probably executed during the initial stage
in Spain. When the decoration was completed is a question that must remain open. It can nevertheless be added
that if, in the case of the Paris Bible, it can safely be assumed that it was produced after the British Library Bible
which served as a model, the Hispanic Society codex could well have been completed at a date close to 1480 but
before 1482, when the British Library Bible was completed.

The Lisbon workshop produced a few other Bibles. Some of these have only micrographic decoration, e.g. the
Balliol College Bible,'*® which impresses by its refined technique, or the Bible of the Central Synagogue in
Rome.'27 which was finished in 1496, only a few months before the Edict of Expulsion. The Jerusalem
Hagiographa,'?® probably a fragment of a lost Bible, also has a painted border, as do the small format Oxford
Bible'2? and Pentateuch,'3® which have only one of the Lisbon types of border but still show the characteristic
juxtaposition of floral frames and filigree panels. The workshop also produced many small prayer books,'?!
often starting with Salomon Ibn Gabirol's Keter Malkhut, for example the Paris and Cambridge siddurim'®? and
containing the Pirgey "Avot, such as the manuscript which is kept in the Jewish Theological Seminary and which
has recently been published in facsimile.’*® Among these very small manuscripts there are also some Psalters
copied as individual books,'** a type of manuscript which is very rarely found among Hebrew manuscripts.'3?
These miniature codices are mostly copied in a semi-cursive script and the decoration programme is usually
reduced either to filigree penwork on its own or to filigree decoration with one type of floral border.

The output of the Lishon workshop is a faithful mirror of the community which it served. Enjoying a
relatively privileged position during the reign of Alfonso V (1449-1481), Portuguese Jewry was rich and
cultivated. The books that were commissioned by its members were those needed by every Jew attached to his
tradition: Bibles, prayer books, psalters, and some literary or exegetical works, the classics being Maimonides’

126 Oxford, Balliol College, MS. 382, dated 1490. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, No. 7.

127 Rome, Central Synagogue, MS. 18. Cf, Sed-Rajna, ibid., No. 8.

128 Jerusalem, Schocken Institute, MS. 12827, Cf. Sed-Rajna, ibid., No. 15.

129 Oxford Bodleian Library, Or. MS. 414. Cf. Sed-Rajna, ibid., No. 19,

130 Oxford, Bodleian Library, Or. MS. 614. Cf, Sed-Rajna, ibid., No. 22,

131 Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, MS. hébreu 592; Cf. supre, Jerusalem, National and University Library, MS. Heb. 8°844. Cf.
Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, No. 21.

132 Cambridge, University Library, Add. MS. 541. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lishonne, p. 89.

133 New York, Jewish Theological Seminary of America, MS. Mic. 8235. Facsimile edition of the ].T.S. Library, with an Introduction by
Menahem Schmelzer, New York, 1987.

134 Vatican Library, cod. ebr. 473, dated 1495. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonre, No. 10; cod. ebr. 463, ibid., No. 20. Psalter of the J. Michael
Collection, ibid., No. 23. o

135 They do accur in Italy, but even there the Psalter was mostly copied together with Proverbs and Job (Sefer Emet).




Code, Nahmanides' Commentary on the Torah,'* and David Qimhi's grammatical treatises.!* As already
mentioned, the Lisbon workshop was the final flowering of Hebrew book illumination in the Iberian Peninsula.
Its history was brought to an abrupt end by-the political pressure which culminated in the Edict of Expulsion.
Yet some of its creations sur\'wgd, adapted to the new medium of print and exported to new horizons by the
refugees. ’

Indeed, most of t.he Lisbon manuscripts were executed when printing had already started in the Peninsula. The
ﬁr.st book printed in Portugal was a Pentateuch produced by Samuel Gacon in Faro in 1487. Two years later,
Eliezer Toledang (probably identical with the physician R. Eliezer ben Alantansi who left Toledo for Lisbon
arognd 1488) printed Nahmanides' Commentary on the Toral in Lishon. Eliezer Toledanos press was active
until 1492, and among the works that he published there were Abudraham’s Commentary on the prayers (Sefer
Abudraham, 1489), the Pentateuch with the Targum of Ongelos and Rashi’s Commentary printed on parchment
(1491), Proverbs with David ben Salomon Ibn Yahya's commentary (14927), and David Qimhi’s Commentary
on the prophets (1492).'?" Eliezer Toledano imported the type from Hijar, where he had a press before he came
to Lishon, but he worked with local craftsmen: Judah Gedalyah and Joseph Calphon, who supervised the text of
the Pentateuch. The initial pages of the Sefer Abudraham'™ and Nahmanides' Commentary are decorated with
an ornamental border which has close affinities with two of the painted borders of the Lisbon Bible. It is in fact
like a simplified combination of the basic design of type B and some of the zoomorphic elements of type A, such
as the scrolls issuing from dragons. It is true that the same kind of border had already appeared in a Pentateuch
printed in Hijar, where Eliezer Toledano came from, and also in a Christian ritual book, the Manuale
Cesaraugustanum, both published with the collaboration of the goldsmith Alfonso Fernandez de Cordoba. Yet
these printed examples cannot be considered as the only, or indeed the true sources of the printed Lishon
borders. The close affinity of these printed borders with those painted in the Lisbon Bible, which antedates the
earliest printed example by seven years, leads to the conclusion that the manuscript was the primary source, and
that both the Hijar and the Lisbon printed versions are derivations.

Eliezer Toledano’s Lishon press stopped working in 1492, However, after leaving Portugalin 1446, hesetupa
press in Fez, where he printed a Sefer Abudraham similar to the Lishon edition of 1489. His collaborator, Judah
Gedalyah, who took over part of the actual Lisbon printing press, settled in Salonika, where by 1335 he had
produced about 30 printed books. 140 The creations of the Lishon workshop were thus perpetuated and
disseminated by means of these printed books.

136 Paris, Bibliotheque nationale, MS. hébreu 999, dated 1484. Cf. Sed-Rajna, Lisbonne, No. 1t.

137 London, British Library, MS, Or.10435, dated 1487. Cf. Sed-Rajna, ihid., No. 12. . U

138 For anything concernihg the history of Hebrew printing in Portugal, see _]‘oshua Bloch, “Early Hebrefv l?rfnu‘nftg: ’1!1‘1 ‘ ]A.m"n.\..:n}t.
Portug.al"‘ in the Bulletin of the New York Public Library, 42, 1938, pp. 37 1-420._5‘6—6 also Arthur Anselmo, Les arigines de Punpirzieiie at
Portugal, Braga, 1983, with complete bibliography of the former works on p. 363

139 Reproduced in Sed-Rajna, Lisbanne, p. 109, fig. 12.

140 CF. Joshua Bloch, op. eit.. p. 401,
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