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¢ INVESTIGATION -~ BALLALE IS, Period Nov 42 to Sep 43.

|

i KOREAN .~ KANESHIRO FUKUKAN interrogated by NX 70429
Maj. E. C, Millikin,

I was on BALLALF IS from 3 liov 42 to Aug 43. I was employed in a working
gang, but because of ny good lmowledge of the Japanese language wae
employed to:interpret any orders given by Japanese to my gang.

I am NOT sure exactly when to white PW landed at BALLALE, but think it

c was Dec 42 er early Jan 43, The Joaps told me there were about 600 PW.
They landed from a large freighter, but I do NOT know the name of it.

1 was returning from work when I saw the PW marching from the disembarxkation

point towards their compound.

Accordinz to a Jap report current at the time the ship came from SINGAPCRE.
‘ I have meen the PW at varioue times, I think they were ENGLISHMEN. /Their

clothesd were licht khalte, somewhat similar to clothes worn by Auvs roops,

Hats were sleuchtive, some men wore forage cavs and some officers type caps.

Boots were of various types. Some of the men had tattoo marks on them.

c I particularly remember that some were anchors and some were English words,
I can-NOT remember details of any other tattoos. The general knowledge at
the time wam that the PW were Englishmen, Thet is to say it was mentioned
by the Japanese and we overheard it, Witness is shown picture of RA badge -
he states that he saw some PW weering badges and he thinks some might have
begn the RA badge.

1 heard a story from the Jananese that either the night of the landing or
the next day a PW was beheaded by 0ZAKI. I do not know why this was cone.
I overheard a group ef Japs discussing the matter. I have seen the grave,
indicates on enlargement of BALLALE IS‘l: 63360 (see portion of file War
rimes Investization 1% Nov 45 Bde) reference 5025 “O650, The grave
wvas beside the road.
There was a group of army men in charge of the PW — I have no idea of the
name of the unit nor of the soldiere names. I do NOT know if the army pers
lived with the PWs I only saw them escortinz the PWs to and from work,
I ¢o 50T know of eny illtreatment of the PW epart from the beiecading as
above, but I did hear from the Jans tkat if the PW were slow at their work
thev were beaten vith a pole, I do NOT know of any other beheadings oT
shootinze a8 individual incidente, (NOTE the matter of the mass killing
was referred to at this stage, but not talzen down, being kept for its
proper sequence)
There was & lot of allied bormbins and according to the Japs 2 lot of PW
were killed end wounied, as therec was a dircct hit on the PW compouxnd.
1 hearc thet the dead were buried, but I do NOT know where the grave is.
I dic FOT hear that PW who died of wounds were dumped et sea in rice sacks,
The nart of the islend vwhere the +PW were quartered¢ was out of bounds %o

1 personnel except Jvapanese on duty.
After the air raids 1 saw only ahout 70 to 10C white PW.
I did NOT hear about the Ja- kitchen being bombed and as a result the PW
vere all beaten,
The airstrip was never finished, there was a2lways some work to be done

reneiring bomb damege etc. /
On
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On the night of 30 June 43 the pPlace was shelled from the sea, tle Japs
were afraid of a landing and killed the PVW next day. I am certain the
shelling was on 30 June, I do NOT know how many PW remained at this
stage, but they were all killed by bayonets or swords. I heard that a
large pit was dug, I do NOT know by whom and when the PW were killed
they were buried there, I do NOT know where the grave is but 1
understand that it is in the vicinity of the PW compound. I do NOT know
by whose order the PW were killed but 0ZAKI was the senior officer at
that time.
I recall an incident when tobacco was fairly plentiful and I and some
other Christians wanted to give some to the PW. As the Japs at all
times were very hereh in their treatment of the PW we were afraid to
approach them on behalf of the white PW.
t 0 SEIGIRU would Ymow go: W _gomething about these things
because he worited ncar the Koreans for a period of about & month and
in that month the Koreans heard a fair bit about the PW from J aps
who were working with XON0. At this time EONVO was either a lst or
. 2nd class P.O,

JOTE KOXY¥0 under persistent and repecated questioning gave very
little information -

He admitted he was on Ballale during the period. He was camped in the
Jungle area and saw some white PW at odd times, but NOFE after about

May 43. He hed no idea of identity of units, nationality, where from, he

neard some were killed in air raids but never heard what happened to the
remainder,

/

With regard to other happenings on BALLALE
American airman

I did YOT at any time see any Chinese, but I heard that some came to the

island to worz on the air strip. I do NCT know how long they were on
BALLALE,

With regard to White PW, I do NOT mow of them having to work while they
were sick. Nor did I at any time hear sbout any dying of malnutrition., I
did NCT at any time lhear that the PW used to take their sick mates to
work and :hide them in the serud near the strip and then help them back to
the compound after the deys work was finished,

There wes a lot of siclmess amongst the Japs and Koreans, and if they had

& fever they could rest, however men with tronical ulcers even if they
were limping, had to work,

I do ¥OT know what were the rules about FW workins when sick but in the

working parties almost all of them appeared weak. I do ¥OT know anything
about their food situation,

The PY were always in separate oDarties and at no time was I close enough

to obeerve in order to base any opiaion as to good or bad treatment of
them by the Japs,

The above evidence was taken at No. 11 Compound, Kokopo and at Witnesses

Compound, Rabaul, /a/ E. C, Millikin, Major
interrogating Officer




