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Title and Nature: Ten Notes Exchanged between the
Japanese Government and the Swiss Legation in Tokyo on

Representations Re Ill-treatment of Prisoners of War

made in Protest by the Government Of the United States
through the Swiss Government

Date: 15 Deg 1942~ Original | ) Copy (x) Language:

1 Aug 1945 English
Has it been translateds? Yes () No (x) French
Has it been bhotostated? Yes ( ) No (x)
LOCATION OF ORIGINAL
Swiss Legation, Tokyo
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Swiss Legation, Tokyo
PERSONS IMPLICATED: TANI, Masayuki: T0GO, Shigenori ;

1970, Hideki; SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru (a1l ops

Y insofar ag they
were foreign minister's during that time) |

¢RIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Violatinn Geneva
POW Convention

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS |

2766=A-1 Note of 15 Dec 1942, Swiss Minister to JapForpign
Minister re U.S. request for informetion on |
conditions of American POws

2766=A-2 Note of .28 Jan 1943, leForoign.Miniat¥r*to
Swiss Legation, glving Japan's assurance that

the labor of POWs 1s carried out in the spirit
Of the Geneva POW Convention

understands Article 31 of Geneva Convention
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Analyst:

Note of 20 Feb 1943, JapForeign Minister to

Swiss Legation stating that the labor of POWs

in Japan has no direct connection with operations
of war.

Note of 4 March 1944, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, informing Imperial Govt of violation in
Yokohama POW Camp of Article 2 of Geneva
Convention

'
Note of April 1944, JapForeign dinistry to Swiss
Legation, stating that Imperial Govt is not
bound by the Convention of 1929

Note of 27 April 1944, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, requesting Japanese Govt to obtain
information as to the articles of Geneva
Convention which the Japanese Govt considers
inapplicable ~

Note of 9 June 1945, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, forwarding U,S. Govt protest re
ill-treatment of American POWs

Note of 5 July 1945, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, forwarding U.S. Govt protest re
violation of Geneva Convention in Thailand

Note of 1 Aug 1945, JapForeign Minister to Swiss
Legation, denying submitting American POWs to
ill-treatment and requesting the source of

U.,S. information
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Stataiont of Sourco and .athenticity

I, salter Bossi, horoby certify thet I wm officinlly connactad with |

as '—""_'—' - ﬁ'“-.'-"'“— '

- S W o

the Governizont of Switzerlanc in the followin, capacity:s Siiss Diploutic

rizpresentotive, and as such offici~l I hevo custody of the cocuwnents, con-

sisting of ton lettors ~nc notss, ns listed on jExhibit .. attachad huaroto and

dascribad -3 follows: Tiue conr of luttars and notes.in Franch froa thu

-—— - “-A —— - L S R SR S W 6 S el o W W W e e— -

Mmister of gwilavrlanc acaiessed Lo bhc Jopancse dnistry of Forgiun ..l irs .1
and the original roeplivs tharsto of ths Toponusce .ainistry of Foraign ffairs
~ddrosscd to tho !Mnister of Switzorlond.,
I further certify that thu attachaed latturs ~nd notos are official roecords of
the Stiss Logation in Japwn ~nd that thar are a port of tho officisl ~rchivoes
and filss tharceof,
Signud ~t Toltyo on this /8/ . Bossi
Siin~turc of Officinl
10th cdry of Ugcorber, 1946.
| Swiss Dirtlemhtic dorrssantative
BRW I8/ 2ax R, Joss: Offici~l Copaciyy’
St tueient of Officinl rrocuren:nt

I, 2nd 1t. oric °’. Mlaishor, herdby certify that I aa nssocintod with
the Guaer 1 dendquarters of the Supraas Cowunndyr for tha .Jl.ied rowars, nnd
th t tha abovs cartific-~tivn was obtainud by we froum the ~bove si_nced official
of the Swiss Govern.unt in the conduct of oy cfricinl businguss., ' 2

Signed nt Tokvo on this __Jfaf. Brio. i Fl. r, 2nd It. :U y

10tir ¢~y of uc., 1946, 1
, Inv. stj.__":_t_or LIPS AT T ~ 4 ]
Atness: _Honry shinojin /s/ Offici~l Capacity "
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Doserintion
Lattor Q1ted 15 Decunbar 1942 from che Sviiss dnistor
tc tha Ynnaness "finistry of Forsign 'ffairs (CC.1.5.2.cr.)

liote Vorb~le catud 28 Janu~ry 1943 from the Jananagse
Lingstr of Foreiin ..ff-irs to tho Swiss dnistor
(No, 24/C.it)

T stter doted 4 Februnry 1943 froo. the Swiss [finister to
the J--nuss . inistry of Forsign [ fI~irs (CC.1.5.2,~dbu. )

Noto Vorbils dated 20 Februway 1943 frow the Jpanyse
_Adnistey of Foruign .ff-xrs to tad swiss .inister (1o, L1/
GCoite)

Lotbtar cnted 4 sdfarch 1944 fron tao Suiss “tinistur to tho
Japanuse sdi..stry of Forusign Jff~irs (cC.1.5.2.~33d. )

huBJLVJTlei dotud 22 april 1944 fron the Jprnuse Ministry
of Foruign ffairs to the Swiss | inistor (No. 96/C,R.)

Lottor anted 27 .pril 1944 fron thno guiss :Anistur to tho
Japanuse --dinistry of Forulin ‘ifairs (CC.1.5.9.2.—dGC.
00:1-5:55)

Lottor Gated 9 June 1945 froii the Swiss 'inistuer to the
Jpinuss .inistry of Foreign finirs (CC.1.5.1.-FGe,
06.,1:.5.25)

Lottur d~ted 5 July 1945 Zrou tho Siwiss sinister tu tha
Jopriiese (dnistry of For.ign .ff-irs (cC.1.3.6.~FGe.
CC.1,2.~06.1.5:25)

vote Verbolo dnted 1 ugust 1945 from tho Jananasae ["indstry

—

>f Foraoi.n .ff~irs to the Syiss '"inister (No. 169/C.at. )
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| 0] 470 Nt S lng’ )

The Swiss Legation hog the hencr to infurm the Tiperisl Minigter
: for Foreign Affeirs thei tue Government of the United Strtos ie desirous
of obtaeining full information conlerninz tas conditione vndier thich
americen prisoners of var are wvwnad ece lahorers. In oerbiculew, it
desires to be iuformed procisely of the vLalure sné duration of work,

as well as prisonors' pay.

In thie regerd; 1% considers it fto be of zreat importcuce to
know if the Imperial Guvernuent is moplying sriticles 27 to 24 of the
Geneva Convention of &7 Juvly 1929 reiptive to labor of w»risoners of war.

The Swiss Legation thanks in acvance the Iuperial Miniatry

for tne information wnich i# is etle to furnisli on this sudbject #rd

tekes this occasion tc reounew the asewcances of its high esleemn.

Tokio, 1E Decenber 1942

To the Imperiel Mhinistry
of foreizn Affairs,
Tokio.

l..;-b'- TR Wee—

> N3
’
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TEE GAIrUSRO
T0KY0

Trgnnlgt;og
No. 84/C.JR.

NULE VER:L AL

[t

Ths Izperial Miuistry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to
aclmowledge receipt of the Swiss Iegation'a letter No. CC.1.5.2.-¢c»., 07

15 Decemlier loat in which %he Jegetion exor&zned the dosire to obtein
information on ths labor ol prisonare of wer in Japaaneése custody,

-he Ministry informe the Legation es follows:—

(1) The labor of prizonsrs of wer is carrisd out in the gvnirit of
the decision of the Imosrial Governmest t5 apply mutetis mtandis the
Conventiun relative to the treatwent of priconero of wer of 27 July 1929.

(2) Zrigoners ars emdloyed in ledor vhich is not dangercus, such as
factories, bridges and rvada, tha mining Industry, treasport, esc.

(3) The daiiy howrs of leboe of prievcaers is regulsted sccording to
thet of civili workers in Jepen.

(4) ~Frisoners recesiva oay caleulated eccording to the psy of non-
comrissioned olficers end ien of the Jevenoza A°my. Also they receive
erticles of daily use.

<8 Jeruary 1943
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CU.1.5.2.-dbu.

“he Swiss Le~ation has the honour to acknowledge receiot of
the letter from the Iuperial kinistry of Foreign Affairs dated 28 January
” reletive to labor perforred by prisoners of war in Japan. This information
| will be forwarded to the British and American Governments.

The Legaticn would be most obliged to the Ministry if i% would
state precisely if it is understood that, confcorming to the provisions of
Article 31 of the Geneva Convention relative to treatment of prisoners of
war, orisoners of war in Japan will not be rssigned to labor having direct
connection with operations of war, and thet, in particuler, they will not
be employed in the manufacture or transpriot of meterial t) be used in

i warfare.

2 = 1 -.'- S —

In thanking the Imncrial Ministry very much for its kind
response, the Swiss lLegation takes this occasion to renew assurances of

its high esteem.

: — .
_:‘Ir. _.l:_'ﬂ.__ "-,r B
. .

Tokio, 4 February 1943

To the Ixperiel Ministry
of foreign aAffairs, >
Tokio 3

VP T TN, T AP TR

R . . G e S, St~ e
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TIE GAIMUSHO

TO0XY

TUANSLATION
No. 41/Cit

In reply to the Swiss Legation's letter NOW-CC 5L o5,
- dbu., of 4 i bruary last, the Imperial liinistry for Foreign
Affairs has the honour to state that the labor of prisoners of

war in the power of Japan, by application mutatis mutandis of
the Convention relative to the treatment of prisoners of war,

has no direct connection with onerations of war,

20 Fibruary 1943

s
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4 GRIITSEQ

TONYO
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No. 96/C.R.

—"-“-

The Imperial Ministry for Forcign Affairs has the
aonour to acknowledge receipt of the owlss Legation's letter

No. CC.1.5.2.~34d., of 4 liarch last relztive to treatment of
prisoners of trar. ‘

The Ministry desires to inform tho Legation of the
following rosults of inquirics made by competent suthorities

and at the sane tine of the opinion of the Imperial Government
on this subject.

(1) The Imperial Government is not bound by the Convention
of 1929 relative to the treatment of prisonors of war. But it
is the policy of the Imperiel Government, based on humanitarian
considzrations, to protoet prisoners of war against insults, as
1t is clearly provided in Article 2 of the Japancse rules for
trcatment of prisoners of war which provides that prisoners of

17 e 5} ) L4 LY & a2 hoy
griggaitg OFrbéﬁ“%rSP ngﬁ { and that they must not be subjected

(2) There is no doubt that the facts teking place at
Yokohame, rure not such as to expose prisoners of var to insults;
1t 1s remaried in perticular that they have never been obliced
to clean the streets., A4ll cleaning done by prisoncrs of yar

ves within camp limits, and secn through the fence. The

competent authority has taken care to s-nd the information
contalned in the Legation's note to the prisoner of war canp.

22 April 1944
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CC 1115-9 l2l-EG0l
CC -1.5-2:"

The Swlss Legation has the honour to acknowledge recelpt
of the Imperial Ministry''s note No. 96/C. R., of 22 April,
by which it was informed that the Ilmperial Governiment is not |
bound by the Geneva Conventlon of 27 July 1929, relative to
treatment of prisoners of war. Nevertiheless, zfapan5 for *
humanitarian reasons, intends to protect prisoners of war :
against insults, as 1s provided in Article 2 of the general
rules on trcatment of prisoncrs of war. In the particular |
case of cleaning streets at Yokohama by prisconers of war the
Minister has stated that this vork was done within camp limits.
The Minister added that he had sent to the camp at Yokohama, ;
the information contained 1in the letter No. CC. 1.5.2. oOf

4 March.

!

The Legation remar’:s that the comminica®tion, according to |
which the Imperial Governnent would not be bound by the Geneva
Convention, doss not avpear io coincide with the prevZous ]
declarations in which Janan vpromived to apply to prisoners of |
war in its powver the provisions or that Convenuion mutatls |
mutandis, that is to say in a measure which will not conflict 3
| with the +toxt of Japancse law. In order to cvercome any mis- )
I
.
|

understanding on the annlication of the Geneva Conventvion, the,
Federal Government, in a letter from the Swiss Minister to #.E.
Mamora Shigami%su of 25 ¥Wobruary., cxpressed a desire to
obtain as soon as possiple full particulars as to the articles
of the Prisoners of War Code which the Japanese Government

considers inapplicable by reason of internal legislation.

,'.1— o—

The Legation attaches the greatest importance to know the

point of view of the Imperial Government on this important
question and in thanking the Ministry for its kind response

it takecs this occasion to renew its assurances of its high
csteem.

- '-n'-..._-r..d.*l-l‘-

y e ——

Tolkkio, 27 April 1944.

To The Imperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Toklo

e e et L
5 Y /RN
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ine Silss legation has the honour to iniorm the Liuperial Ministey
ior Forolgn .fr2irs that the Joverniant oi the United States of hierica re-
quests that the following ncotification ba sant to the Japenesa Covernnent:

"Reliable iniormation has bsen received by the United States
Governnent indicating that Amer’can prisoners of war who are n3ld in Japan
“re obliged to labor for sxcessive hours on work that has direct connection
Ath tiie oparation of the war, They are forced to work on naval docks “which
re a2t Tokyo Bay opposite Shin: awa station and likewise inside the fortifi-
crtioins of Shinagawa., Both in “cityo 2:nd in Os:ika, they are made to undergo
A extramely harsh and rigid raogims w' dich ‘avolves hunmilistion ond physical
suffering ~nd they are axposed to tliu brucility of their gu.rds who bent
theii, The United Statzss Govsrnment strongly protests .gainst the treatment
hich tha Japrnase Govarnmant reeords to Amarican prisonars of war in its
hnnds, This trestmart Is widoly 2t voriznce with tha Genoeva Frisonars ef
A1r Convention the provisions of Jhich the JoFanese Government voluntarily
noreed to apply in its traatment of American rrisoners of rir in its custody
'nd with the Hague Coaventicn of 1907 which tihe Jnpanese Govarmmnt r: tified
nd which in its memor-ndum of 3rd iy 1944 trnsmittad to the United St=tes
Governiwent by the Spanish Sabassy it has stated it is apnlying in denling
dti civilinn internees -nd nrisonars of - r. Under tha Ganev: rrisoners
of .-r Convantion, rticle 31, it is pr-vidad that labour :thich is furnished
9y nrisonzrs of smr stinll have no direci rel-tion with onaration of i4=r;

"nd the Agua Convantion under article specifies thot tha tasks performed
by 1 risons¢rs of «ar sisll not ba excess’,s and sh~1l hnve N0 comnaction with
'r operitions. It is ;rovided in bot!i Gsneva trisoners of Yar Convenrtion,

"rticle 2, =nd Hsgus Conventic., article Ly that orisonersa wor =ra in tha
vOuer of the hostile Govarm cat but not in that of the individunls or of the
corps by hich the - re eapturad ~nd thst they must receive humesne tra-tmant,
Ina Governmant of tns United Stotas daconds thait ths conditions whiich ~re
doseribad ~bove ba reclified 2t once =u6 it yarus tha Jipanase Governmant
tnat t: 2 latter s well as the individuals concernad #ill be hild responsi-
ble for [1ilure to insure thit toe Provisions of itihe Haeua Qonvantion ind
thie Geimv Prisoners of 4-r ConveutZon sre ~t .11 tinges applied in the
treata: it which is nccordad to prisonérs of war of swericen nation Jdity.

The begntion t~iss this occrsion to renew to the Tuperisl ilnistry
1ts ~ssur-nces of high esteam.

o The Imperi-l idnistry
of Foreign Affairs,
lokio
Karuizavia, 9 June 1945

“"""""F--------------------......................._________,_.E,
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(00,12
CC.1.5.2)

“he Su.iss Leg~tion has the honour to infori the Imperinl Yinistrv
for Forairn aff.irs that the Govearnmegt of the United St-tes of aAmeric:
128 re.uested the Swiss Governient to send the following notific-tion to
ths Japanese Governnaent,

"The United States Government hns bean relinbly informed that

the Jnapanese Authorities in Th~il-~nd hove cu.rtered prisoners of imr in
varahousas loc~tad 2t the new port of Eangkok and have forecad them to labour
~t the r~ilway st-tion and on docks of th.t city. Thu Jap:inese Government
voluntarily undertook to -2prly hum~ne provis_ons of Gaenev: Prisoners of war
Convention in its trae~tment of risonars of war ona civili~n internees. In
spite of its solon obligations, the Jap-nase Governaent has friiled to apply
the provisions o ~rticla 9 ~nd 31 of th~t Convention in its treatiment of
nrisonars of vnr in Thailand, The United Strtes Government ~gain stronzly
protests nrainst the disposition by tha Jrprnese Governnent of prisoners of
g-r in ~n "rea in close proxinity to docks, railrond yards -nd other milit-ry
objectivaes na thair amployment on labour hwinpg 2 direct relation with uar
opar-tions. The Unitad St~tes Governaent solamnly wirns the J-pansesa Covarn-
ant thnt tha Unitea St taes Covernment -will hold the Japrnasa Governiiant re-
spousible for ~ny frilure on its 27rt to protect livas and he-lth of fuserican
n tilontls inu Jip~ndysce custodry, !

he Iastion would ba very much obli:ed to thae 'inistry if it
+ould commnlcte thae response of the It peri~l Governnent to the prasaent
protast ~inu tkis this occnsion to runes nssur-ces of its hizh astaocm,

To the Iiperizl .diaistry
of Forai_n Affairs
Tokio K~ruizawz, 5 July 1945
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TORYO
Translation
NKYD FUTSUM No. 189. '

KOTZE VAKBaLE

The Laparial .inistry of Forai.n iffiirs has the honour to
recuest the Swiss Ieg-tion to tronsuwit 4o the Unitad States Government
that it acknowloedgses recaipt of A Mote Verb~ls of the L3g2tion d~tad 9th
June Inst transmitting = protest of the United Stotes Govarnmant relative
to the labour of the prisonsrs of war detained in the ctaRs in Jupaa, and
1§ 1 result of proapt investigations of tha fact in th2 protest Ly the con-
petent authorities, h:'s racaived o raply to the effact that they do not
"duit the frct of subjocting the smaric-n nrisonors of wor to tha l-bour
18 pointad out by the United St-iss Governient.

The Ministry communiecates to tha Swiss I3gation that it is
desirous of raceiving =~ reyly ~fter cug investigitions 1s to tha source

of thu ~dove inforuition which tha United States Goveruient is saiqd to
have cbtined.

1 :'n.ugu St 19’45 .

IR b
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15 Dec 1942 (A-1)

28 Jan 1943 (A-2) Javenese foreisn Ministry (0

Page 1.

Synopsis of Document e, 2766-A $1)-=i(1a)

Swisg Lezation to Foreign Minigter (TAKI}

Inquiry in behalf of U. S. asxing if Japan is applying
Articles 27 to 34 of the Geneva Convention of 27 July
1929 re labor of vrisoners of war.

ANI) to Swissg Lezation
ansvering letter of 15 Dec., ond states:

l. Japenese Government exoloyees vrisoner of wear
labor in svirit of Geneva Convention.

2. Prisoners are eaoloved in lador wahich is rot
dangzerous.

S. Daily hours of lebor of orisoners sa
workers in Javpan.

4. Paid sene ag non—~counissioned officers anc 2en of
Japanese Arny.

28 as civil

4 fed 1943 (A-3) Swigg Lecation to Foreicn Ministry (TANI)

Swiss requests staterent that Japen will not assign
orisorers of wer to labor in the manufacture or trans-—

portation of material to be used in verfare or having
direct connection with operations of war.

<0 Feb 19@‘! (4-4) foreisn Minister (IANI) to Swigss Legation states labor

4 rca 1

of prisoners of wer has no direct connection with
Operation of war.

A-S5 Swigs Legation to Minigtry of Foreign Affairs.
Compleing that priponers of war in Yokohama area
corpelled to perforn huniliating work in sublic (namely,
sweeving streets), and were scarched in public before

rée-entering their enclosure in violation of Article 2
of the Geneva Convention.

22 apr 1944 (4-6) Japenese Foreign Ministry to Swiss Legation

Foreign Minister Shigenitsu answering letter of 4 March
re treatzent of orisoners of wer states:
l. Japanese Government is rot bound. by the prisoner
of war conventioi. of 1929 but it is policy of
Japanese governzent to vrotect prisoners of war
against insulte as orovided in Article 2 of the
Jepenese rules for treatment of prisoners of war.
2+ Denies prisoners of war forced to clean streets but
cleaning done within carp and seen through fence.




'-1':'-_ - R -

D3¢. Fo. 2766-3 Page 2.

<7 Apr 1944 (A-7) Swiss Minister to Jeosness Minietry of Foreign Affairg

. Ansvering note of 22 April 1944 rerarks stetenent thpt
Javanese Governrent woulg not be bound by Geneve Conventi
coes not coincide with previous declerations in wkich
Japan agreed to edply rvrovisions of the convention muteti
2uvandis. Reguested full orrticulars as tn the articles

thereof Jepenese covern-ent considera inacplicable by
reuzon of internal legislsetion.

¢

June 1945 (4-8)  Ewiza lezetion to the Imperis). Finistry of Foreizy
Affeirg (TOGD

Swiss Legetion trenguitted protest frem U. S. against

labor of Auericen prisoners of wer held in Javen es (1)

¢ vorking excessive hours Feving direct connection with
the war orerations within the fortifications of Shinegava
end. at Nevy docks et Tokyo Bay. (2) Being hunilirted

é and bsaten by suardg and Cerancs that conditionsg be

rectified and stated that (he JroPns9e govern=ent as

{ vell ee the indivicuale concerned be held responsible to

| ineurs thet the orevigiors of the hague ond the Geneva

Prisonery of war convention will at 2]l tires be applied
to the treatient of srigoners of war,

B ) - o . v b @ i

r it B L

S July 1645 (4. 9) Swisge lezetion to the Ministry of Foraign.4§£§;r&_ﬁTOGQ)
Forvarding oprotest by U. 5. re Jepanese euthorities in
Thailand quartering oriacners of ver in verehouses at the
Port of bengkok ir en eres close to cocke, reilroed yards
and o*her militery 0hjectives and their eaployzent on
labor having direct releilan with war operetions. 1, S.
werned the Japenasae Governzent they will hold zoverns-ent

responaidle for failure to vrotect lives nnd kealth of
dhericane in Japenese custndy.

. 1 Aug 1945 (a-10) Janama@.??}:@iﬁz..b.ig_i.@_‘_;_)_tr“ (T050) to Swiss lezation.

4 Answering orotest of U. S. sent 0y Swiss 9 June 1945

: denies fact of susjecting Acericen orisoners of wver to
the labor pointed out oy the U, 8.

Ll e L N Dt g el L

e ._,"-h. %'.‘
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DocNo 2766
rage 1

Note of 15 Dec 1942, Swiss .Jinister to Japloreign
Minster re U,S. request for information on
conditions of american POWs

Note of 28 Jan 1943, JapForeign Minister to
Swiss Legation, giving Japan's assurance that
the labor of POWs is carried out in the spirit
of the Geneva POW Convention

Note of 4 Feb 1943, Swiss Legation to JapForeign

Minister asking him to state precisely if Japan

understands Article 31 of Geneva Convention
relative to POWs labot in non-war activities
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Analyst:
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Swiss Legation stating that the labor of POWs
in Japan has no direct connection with operations

of war.

Note of 4 March 1944, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, informing Imperial Govt of violation in
Yokohama POW Camp of Article 2 of Geneva
Convention

Note of April 1944, JapForeign Ministry to Swiss
Legation, stating that Imperial Govt is not
bound by the Convention of 1929

Note of 27 April 1944, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, requesting Japanese Govt to obtain
information as to the articles of Geneva
Convention which the Japanese Govt considers
inapplicable

Note of 9 June 1945, Swiss Legation to JapForeign
Minister, forwarding U.S. Govt protest re
ill-treatment of American POWs

Note of 5 July 1945, Swiss Legation to JapForeign

Minister, forwarding U.S. Govt protest re
violation of Geneva Convention in Thailand

Note of 1 Aug 1945, JapForeign Minister to Swiss
Legation, denying submitting American POWs to
ill-treatment and requesting the source of

U.S. information

Page 2
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Synopsis of Document lo. 2766-4 (1) - (10)

15 Dec 1942 (4A-1) Swisg Lesation to Foreign Minister (TANI)

Inquiry in behalf of U. S. asking if Japan is applying
Articles 27 to 34 of the Geneva Convention of 27 July
1929 re lebor of vrisoners of war.

28 Jan 1943 (A-2) Javenese Foreign Ministry (TANI) to Swisg Lezation

ansvering letter of 15 Dec., and states:

l. Japenese Government enployees vrisoner of wer
labor in spirit of Geneva Convention. ‘

<. Prisoners are emvloyed in labor which is not
dangerous.

3. Daily hours of lebor of vrisoners same as civil
workers in Japan.

4. Paid same as non-comnissioned officers and nen of
Japanese Arny.

4 Feb 1843 (A-3) Swigs Legation to Foreigsn Miniatry*LEANIl

Swiss requests statement that Japan will not assign
orisoners of wer to labor in the manufacture or trans-

portation of nsterial to be used in warfare or heving
direct connection with operations of wer.

20 Feb 1943 (A-4) Foreign Minister (TANI) to Swiss Legation states labor
of prisoners of war has no direct connection with

operation of war.

4 March 1944 (A-5) Swigs Legation to Minigtry of Foreign Affairs.

Compleins that prisoners of war in Yokohama area
compelled to perfora huniliating work in >ublic (namely,
sweeving streets), and were scarched in public before
re-entering their enclosure in violation of Article 2
of the Gensva Convention.

22 apr 1944 (A-6) Japenege Foreign Ministry to Swisg Legation
Foreign Minister Shigeaitsu answering letter of 4 March
re treatent of orisoners of wer states:
1. Japanese Government is not bound by the prisoner
of war conventioi of 1929 dut it is policy of
Japanese governzent to protect prisoners of war
against insultse as provided in Article 2 of the

gse treat t of aoz§¥a~Q§ ;ug‘f‘
priﬁéﬁz;inzf war orc-dﬁfgnéie_ strée¥h bu

i an
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Dic. No. 2766-3

o7 Apr 1944 (A-7)

June 1945 (a.

S July 1645 (A-9)

1 aug 1945 (4-10)

Page 2.

Swigs Minister to Jepeness Ministry of ZForeign Affair
Shigenitou

Ansvering note of 22 April 1944 rermarks stetement that
Japanese Governrent would not be bound dy Gencva Conventsi
does not coincide with rrevious declerations in which
Japan agresd to 2oply vrovisions of thae convention 2uteti
Duvandls. Requested full orrticulars ss to the articles
thereosf Jepenese goverazent considers inaoplicable by
reucon of internal legisletion.

Swiea legztion to the Ioperial Ninistry of rorelsn
#ffeirs (TOGD)
Swiss legetion trene=itted protest frem U. S. azainst
labor of Auericen prisoners of wer held in Javen es (1)
working excecsive hours heving direct connectlon with
the war operations within the fortifications of Shinegawa
end at Nevy docks et Tokyo Bey. (2) Bsing huniligted
and beaten by gusrds srd cemancs that conditions be
rectified and stated that the Jrocneuws governzent as

wvell pe the indivicduale concerned be held responsible to
insure thet the orovisions of the hague end the Geneva

prisoners of war converntion will at all tices bPe apolied
to the treatrent of orisoners of war.

Swite lecaticon to the Ministry of foreign Affairs (TOGO)
Forverding orotest by U. S. re Jepanese authorities in
Thajland quartering orisoners of ver in verehouses at the
port of »engkok ir en area cloge to cocke, reilroad yards
end o*ther zilitery odjectives and their aaployzent on
labdor having direct relstion with war operstions. U. S.
wvernad the Javanease Govern—ent they will hold zovernzent
responaidle for failure to orotect lives and kealth of
Alericane in Japeness custody.

Japanese Foreisn Ministryv (T0GC) to S Swisg Legetion.
Answering vrotest of U, S. sent oy Swiss 9 June 1945
denies fact of sugjecting Aterican orisoners of wer to
the lebor peinted out by the U. S.
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Stateuent of Source and athenticity

I, i2lter Bossi, heraby certify that I wa officinlly connactud with

the Governiont of Switzerland in the following capacity: ~9slss Diplonatic

B — .

#ggggggg&:tiqu wmd 25 such offici~]l I havo custody of the cdocunants, con-

sisting of ton lcettors and notos, ns listed cn ixhibit . attachaed huroto and

agascribad -3 follows: Truue codv of luttars and notes in Fronch froa the

— = e -_i*-h_-.__t* ——— . —— e s e W W e R —

:anister of Awitzerlane nddrossed to the Jriprnsse  dnistry of For WSLLAArs

-— ———— i — -II-'-—-- B e . S B S S — — ..q._...g-.-. EE "R

~nd thu oricinnl replics tharsto of ths Jponissc ilﬂistr“ of Foraizn aff=irs

.;\.
R e e ——— — — - .. . - - o -p--l---n-.-_.-- — e i S W e e s W SR B . - e ——— e —

~ddrossed to tho Mnistor of Switzerlond.
I further cortify that the attached letters and notes are official records of
the Sviss Legation in Jap:in ~nd thazt they are 2 port of the official ~rchives

and filcs thareof,

/S/ s 1::3381 byl
n*turd of Officinal

Sigped ~t Tolyo

10th cdvvr of Lack

& - R

1lNsSS* /S/ Fey A T

L _--__E’_-__Q.t?_[_:__:lBXQ‘Q_)MEB 6'

I. 2nd It. &ric °/, Mleishur, haraby csrtiry that 1 1 ~ssoci=toed with

ths Guaer .l Hendgunrters of the Supraae Jow.ondar for tha .l.1led towars, 2nd
th t the abovy cartific~tiun wrs obtainud by us froum tha nbove si nad official

of the Swiss Govern.unt in the conduet of nyr ¢frficinl busincss.

Signod ~t Tokvo on this __[s/ Bric 'i. Fluishor, 2nd 1t. LUST
-

l\}til LH.;' Of U_-it’ l?ht}.

Investiietor, TES . . 0

inojim /s/ Offici+l Crpncity
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2765-u~6

27 6 6—..'1;"7
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JXEABIT 4

Descrintion
Lotter dated 15 Docenber 1942 from ths Swiss -idnistoer
to the Jnnenuso Ministry of Foruign ffairs (cc.1l.5.2.cr.)

liote Verb~lu cated 28 Janu-~ry 1943 from the Jap-naose
winistry of Forzign «.ff~irs to tha Swiss !dnistor
(NO * 2}-:./0 gl:t )

Lotter doted 4 Februnry 1943 froi: tho Swiss dnistor to
the J+7nuss - inistry of Forsign /fiairs (CC.l.5.2.-—dbu.)

Note Vurbilc d=teé 20 Fuebru-ry 1943 from the Japs nJsa
Jdinistry of Foruien . Ifairs to tid Swiss (inister (IIO. Ll/
G b8 |

Lottor ented 4 iiarch 1944 from the Swiss ""nistur to the
Jap-nuss .dnistry of Foreign ff~irs (cC.1.5.2,~34d, )

Hote Verbale d-ted 22 .pril 1944 from the Japinesae Ministry
of Forvign .ffairs to tho Swiss [ inistur (No. 96/C.R.)

Lotter unted 27 .pril 1944 from tho Seiss :dnistor to the
Japanyse .dnistry of Foreign .afnirs (CC.1.5.9.2.—8GC,
G0.2.5:2:)

Lotter catad 9 June 1945 froia the Swiss 'inister to tha
J-panass ..dnistry of Foruign .ff2dirs (CC.1.5.1.-FGe.

0021,5:22)

Lottor dated 5 July 1945 from tho Swiss Ainister to tho
Joprnesy :fdnistry of Forsign .Jf2irs (cCc.1.3.6.-FGe.
00.1.2. 001 5:2%)

Nota Verb-l. dotad 1 lugust 1945 from tha Jananasa [Adnistry
of Forciin .ffrirs to the Swiss '"inister (Mo. 189/C.4d. )




Doc. No. 2766-4-1 Page 1

We Jisnti (e ' |

CC. 1l.5.2.cr.~

The Swims Legation hnp the hener 4o inform the Tuperisl Minister
for Foreign Affeirs tha3 tihe Governsont of the United S.urtos ie desirous
of obteinirg full irformation concernirz the coalitions tnier vhich
americen prigovers of var are vaned es Jalhereras. In ner.iculer, it
Gesires to be informaa procigely of the nelure snd duretion of viork,

&8 well »s prisoners' pay.

In this regerd, i+ considers 1% to bhe of greay importance to
know if the Imperial Govoernuacet is aoplying scticles 27 to 24 of the
Geneva Convention of I7 July 1929 relrtive to labor of wrisoners of war.

The Swiss Legation thanks in =éve-ce the Iuperiel Miniatry

for the information whish ir ig oble to .urnislh on this sunject exnd
takes this occasion tc ronew the assuwcences of its high esleen.

Tokio, 15 Decenber 1942

To the Imperiel Ministry
of toreisn Affairs,
Tolkio.
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10KYO

Trgng}gt;og
No. Bé/C. R.

f

NULE YER:ALE

——

The Imperial Miuistry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to
acknowledge receipt of Lthe Swiss legation's letter Ho. CC.1.5.2.-cr.,of
15 December last in which %he Jegetion exorensed the dogire to ohtain
information on tha labor of prisonere of wor in Jepanése custedy.,

~ha Minisiry informs the Legation es follows:—

(1) The lahor of prizonzvs of war ia carrisd osut in %he spirit of
the decision of the Impsriel Covernue-t - apply mutatis maitandis the
Convention relative to the t=catLens of rrisouers of wer of 27 July 1929.

(2) ZFrisoners ars emviloyed in lebor which ‘s not dangesrous, such es
factories, bridgen anc roz2da, tha mining Indust:iy, transport, esc.

(8) The daiiy houwa's ol lshor of prigcaers ig regulated according to
thet of civili workera in veven. -

(4) Prisoners recsivs nsy calculeted eccording to the psy of non-
commizsioned olficers end men of the Jeoenoza £°my. Also they receive
erticles of deily use.

23 Jeruary 1943
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CC.l.5.2.~-bu.

.he Swiss Legation has the honcur Yo ecknowledge receiot of
the letter from the Impcrial kinistry of Foreign affairs dated 28 Jeanuary
reletive to labor performed by prisoners »f war in Japan. This information
will be forwarded to the British and Amn.icen Governments. :’

%he Legetion wouvld te most obliced to the Ministry 1if i% would
atate precisely if it is understood that, conforming to the provisions of
article 31 of the Geneva Convention relative to treatment of prisoners of
war, origoners of war in Japsn will not be assigned to labor having direct
conuection with overations of wer, and that, in particylar, they will not
be employed in the manufacture or trensport of material to be used in
warfare.

In thanking the Iruoriel Ministry very much for its kind
resnonse, the Swiss Lega®lc: tekes this occasion to renew assurances of
ite high esteem.

Tokio, 4 February 1943

To the Inperial Ministry
of Foreign Affairs,
Tokio
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Doc. No, 2766-;-a Page 1

TIE GAIMUSEO
INORS(0)
THANSLATION
No. 41/Cxn

e —

In reply to the Swiss Legation's letter No. cC. 1. 5o L

prisoners of var,

20 Fibruary 1943

-t
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" voc. No. 27656-=A-5 Page 1

CC.l.5.2.=-3Ad

The Swiss Legation has the honour to inform the Imperial
Ministry for Foreign Affairs that according to reliabdle
information supplied by the Dinlomatic Cc;ps the prisoners of
rtar in the Yokohama area were obliged to perform humil ating
worlk in »nublic (namely sweeping streots)

It has also comc to the knoviledge of the Legation that,
after finlshing the work, the prisoners, before entoring thelr
enclosures, are searched 1n puollc by Jananesa soldlers to malke
sure that they have not found any arms in the ccurse of their
day's work. This spectacle took place, each day, under the eyes
of nassers-by arnd in narticular of the children.

The Legation is convinced that it is the fault of the camp
cominandant at Yokohama. As 1s stipulated in Article 2 of the
prisoners of war code of 27 July L929 prisoncers of var must be
"orotected azainst publlc curiosity'”. Their human dignity must
not be injured.

The Legation would, in consequence, be very obliged to the
Imperial Miniswy for rorc;gn Affairs if “it would bring these
facts to the knowliedge of the Japancse Hdign Command at a proper
time and ask him if crdcrs have been glven to put a.stop to these
practices which the Imvorlal Government will certainly recognise
as being incompatible with the Gencva Convention.

The Logation thaniks very much the biinistry for its kind
intervention and takes thils cccasion to renevw assurances of 1ts
high esteen.

Tckio, 4 larch 1944

To the Irperlal Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Toklo.
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Doc. No. 2766=L=6 ' Pzge 1

U7 GAIMUSHO
TOLYO
Iranslation
No. 96/C.R.
N OTE VERBALERE

The Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the
honour to acknowlecdge receipt of the Swiss Legation's letter
No., CC.,1.5.2.~3Ad., of 4 liarch last relative to treatment of

prisoncrs of var.

The Ministrr desircs to inform the Legation of the
following results of inquirics made by competent authorities
and at the same time of the opinion of the Imperial Government
on this subject.

(1) The Imperial Government is not bound by the Convention
of 1929 relative to the treatment of prisoners of war. But it
1s the policy of the Imperiel Government, based on humanitarian
considerations, to protoct prisoners of war against insults, as
1t 1s clearly provided in Article 2 of the Japanese rules for
treatment of prisoners of war which provides that prisoners of
var must, be tr*a&e% hu¥ane%y and that they must not be subjccted

o insults or bad trcatnents

(2) There is no doubt that the facts taking place =2t
Yokohama, 7cr2 not such as to expose prisoners of war to insults;
1t is remariked in particular that they have never been obliged
to clean tha streets. All cleaning done by prisoncrs of wvar
was within camp limits, and secn through the fence. The
competent authority has taken care to su:nd the information
contalncd in the Legation's note to the prisoner of war camp.

22 April 1944
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Doc. No. 2766-A-7 Page 1

CC.1-5-9.2-—EGC.
CC l1l5l2l_

The Swiss Legation has the honour to aclknowledge receipt
of the Imperial lMinistry*'s note No. 96/C. R., of 22 April,
by which it was informed that the Imperial Government is not
bound by the Geneva Convention of 27 July 1929, relative to
treatment of prisoners of war. Nevertheless, 5apan, for
humanitarian easons, intends to protoct prisoners of iwar
against insults, as is provided in Article 2 of the general
rules on trecatment of prisoners of war. In the particular
case of cleaning streets at Yokohama by priscners of war the
Minlster has stated that this work was done within camp limits.
The Minister added that he had sent to the camp at Yokohama ,
# the information contained in the letter No. CC. 1.5.2. of
4 March.

r | Tho Legatlon remar’:s that the commnication, according to
which the Imperial Goverrnment would not be bound by the Geneva
n Convention, does not avpear io coincide with the previous
declarations in which Japan vproriced to apply to prisoners of
war in 1ts povier tke provisions or that Convention mutatls
mutandis, that 1s o say in a measure which will not conflict
Wwlth the text of Japencse law. In order to overcome any mis-
understanding on the avnnlicetion of the Geneva Convention, the

Foderal Government, in a letter from the Swiss Minister to ¥.:.
‘ Memora Shigami%su cf 20 ¥chruary, expressed a desire to
. obtain as soon as possible full particulars as to the articles
of the Prisoners of War Code which the Japanese Government

considers inapplicable by reason of internal legislation.

e

|
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The Legation attaches the grecatest importance to know the

point of view of the Imperial Government on this important
question and in thanxing the Minlstry for its kind resnonse

1t takes this occasion to rencw its assurances of its high
osteem,

Tokio, 27 April 1944,

To The Imperial Ministry
of Forelign Affairs, Toklo




T

socuwent No, 2766-A-8 Page Mo, 1

.-

CJ CJ

-.1 5-1'-1"Gc-
-ln312-—' .

C2.Cs

‘ne Siiss Legation has tihe honouir to inrorm the Tuperial Ministey
for Foreign .frfairs that the Governent oo the United States oif smerica re-
quests that the following notification b2 sent to the Japanesa Govearnnent ¢

tReliable information has bsen received by the United States
Governuent indicatiny that American prisoners of war who are nald in Japan
~re obliged to labor for axcessive hours on work that has direct connection
.Aith tie oparation of the war. Tney are rforced to worlr on naval docks swhich
are 2t Tokyo Bay opposite Shinazawa station anc likewise inside the fortifi-
crtions of Shinagawa. 3oth in Tokyo 2na in Oe:la, they are made to undergo
an extremely harsh and rigzid regime which invelves hunilisaticn and physical
suffering ~nd they are axposed to the brutality of their zu-.rds who beat
thaen. The United Statss Govarnment str ngly protests £~inst tlie treatment
‘hich the J-p-nase Govarnment ~ccords t: \merican prisonars of war in its
hrnds. This tre-tment #s widaly =t v~ 1e8 with the Ganeva FPrisonars of
I.r Convention the provisions of Jhich .1 a J~panese Government voluntirily
~zreed to apply in its tpastr o t of Americhn prisoners or wWor in its custody
nd “"dth tha Hnzue Conventic.. of 1907 wiich the Jprnaesa Govermnant rrtified
-nd shich in its memorandum of 3rd &Y 1944 transmitted to the United St-tas
Governi 2nt by the Spunish &roassy 1t has stated it is apolying in dealing
4+l eivilinn internees nd Nrisonars of var. Under tha Ganeva rrisonars
of .-r Jonvention, ~rticle 321, it is provided that lnbour which 1is furnisned
by pris.nars ol War shall have no direct rel-tion with opar~tion of #=°1';
-nd the fiagua Convention under article 6 spacifies thot the tasks periformed
by rrisoners of war shall nou b3 aveaessive nd shnll hnve no connection with
s~y opnerations. It 1S provided in both Genev2 crizonars of J~r Convention,
syticle 2, ~nd Hepus Convention. article 4, th"t risvners @ war ira in the
vo.er ol the hostile Government but not in that of thae individu~ls or ol the
corj's by hich they 'ro capturad ~nd that they must recaiva humsne trestmant,
Tha Governueit of the United Strtas daaands that ths conditions which ~re
dascribzd ~bove be rec ifisd At once 918 2t Jarns the Japonase Governmsnt
that tie latter s well a2s t.e individu-ls concarned #ill be h:zld responsi-
ble for failure to insure thit tie provisions of tha Hasus CQonvantion nnd
the Geneva Prisoners of ¥.r Conveunt-cn 2re -t .11 tiaes xpplied in the
t pattnsnt which is ~ccorded to prisondrs of war of Luaricon nation dity.”

The Legatin t~ies this occnsion Lo rends to the Tuperial Jinistry
its nssurencas of nign estesn.

To The Imperi~l ldnistry
of Foraigh Affairs,
Tokio
Koruizawa, 9 June 1045
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Document No, 27466-)\-9 Pnga 1

(CC.l.zu—
CC.1.5.2)

h3 Sulss Leg-tion has the honour to inform the Imperinl Ministry
for Foraiyn aff.irs that the Govarnmagt of the United St-tes of ansric:
1128 re.uested the Swiss Governient to send the following notification to
tha Japanese Covernnant.

"The Unitad gtates Government hnas bean relinbly inforned th-t
the Japanase Authoritias in Th~il-~né have .u rtered prisoners of wmr in
wnrahousas loc~taed ~t the naow port of Eangkolr ana have forecad them to labour
~t the r-~ilw~y st-.tion nad on docks of th .t city. Ths Jap:.ness Governmsnt
voluntarily undortook to apoly hum~ne provis.ons of Ganev: Prisonurs of war
Convention in its trestment of risonars of war ~na civili-n internees. In
spite of its soluin obligations, the Jap'nese Government has friled to apply
the provisions or article 9 »nd 31 of that Convention in its treatment of
nrisonaers of war in Thailand. The Unitad Stntes Govarnment ngain strongly
protests n:ainst tae disposition by thas Joprness Governmant of prisonars of
J.r in ~n ~rat in closas proxiidty to docks, rrilro~d yards -nd other milit-ry
ccjectives  na thaeir employmant on labour having a dircet relation with wsr
oper-tions, The United St~tes Govarnanent solealy wuns the J-psnesa Govarn-
Lant thnt tha Unitaa St-tas CGovernmont #ill hold the Jnpinase Covarnnant re-
sponnsible for ~ny failura on its part to protect livas and he-lth of Amaerican
n tionls 3in Jip hese custodr, !

the Ieg tion would ba very much obli.ed to the “inistry if it

woula cammric-~ts the response of the Iipurial Governnent to the prasont

protast ~nu twas this oce~sion to runeu nssurniices of its hish esteen.
ﬂ_

To the Jrperiil ainistry
of Forwi_n Aff~irc
Tokio Krruizaws, 5 July 1945




Documaent No, 2766-1-10 Pagae No, 1
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1.4 CAILUSEO
TORYU0

Translation

WKYO FUTSU" No. 189,

The Laparial :idnistry of Forei.n affairs has the honour to
reruast the Swiss Leg- tion te tronsmit to the United States Governaent
that it acknowladgss recaipt of a Note Verb~ls of the ILsg-tion d~ted 9th
June l~st transmitting » protast of tha United Stotes Govarnment relative
to tha labour of the priscnars of wer duotained 'in the c~aps in Jypa, and
as 1 result of prompt investig-tions of tha fact in th3 protast Ly the coa-
petent authorities, h:'s raeceived - roply to the effact th~t they do not
~didt the fret of subjocting the smaric~n nrisoners of « r to tha l~bour
s pointed out by the United St:tas Governaunt.

The Ministry communicates to tha 3¢iss lIeghtion that it is
dusirous of raceiving a reply after duo investigitions s to tha sourcs
of the nbove inforuation which the Lnitud States Governvient is said to
have obtainad.,

1 Lugust 1945,
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