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The entrance hall of the district court of Berlin, Germany  (Ansgar Koreng, CC BY-SA 3.0)
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The interior of the Royal Albert Hall, London, United Kingdom  (Colin, CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Pakistan Monument, Islamabad, Pakistan  (Muhammad Ashar, CC BY-SA 
4.0)
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Crystal Mill, Colorado, United States  (Joe Sparks, CC BY-SA 4.0)
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What is the problem?
● Every second, 6000 humans come to Wikipedia to 

learn, as Wikipedia has turned to our destination for 
accessing free neutral point of view content. However, 

● We estimate that Wikipedia is missing knowledge 
about tens of thousands of monuments across the 
world. 

○ This limits people’s ability to learn, create new forms of arts and 
content, do research about our built cultural heritage, ...



What is our opportunity?

We have a working model for lowering 
the barrier for contribution to Wikipedia 
to bring thousands of people together 
every year to create the largest free (as 
in beer, and in freedom) database of the 
world’s built cultural heritage.



Wiki Loves Monuments Photo Competition
Every year:

● More than 40 nations organize a photo competition
● The subject is each nation’s officially registered monuments
● During September, the organizers of the participating countries encourage 

people to upload photos of their national monuments
● In October, these photos go through a national jury process and up to 10 

winners are announced for each country
● In November, the winners of each country compete at the international level 

with a separate jury 
● In December, 15 international winners are announced 





Wiki Loves Monuments 2016 in the U.S.
● 11,245 freely licensed images of the U.S. monuments were uploaded

○ Ranked 6th after Germany, India, Ukraine, Russia, and Italy.

● 1778 people participated in the U.S. contest

● 88% of the participants were first time contributors to Wikimedia projects





Join us
● Join and follow us

○ Wiki Loves Monuments public mailing list
○ @wikimonuments

● Wiki Loves Monuments 2017
○ Sign up your country to participate in Wiki Loves Monuments 2017
○ Volunteer to become a juror for one of the national or international contests
○ Volunteer for your local Wiki Loves Monuments 2017 team or the international team
○ Participate in Wiki Loves Monuments 2017
○ Participate in one of our data enrichment events in 2017
○ [Add your item here]

● Go over Wiki Loves Monuments 2016 national and international winners and 
enjoy! :)
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Thank you! :)
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