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INTRODUCTION.,
P ——— S ——

IN offering thefe Talesto the Public,
the author has been chiefly actuated by
an ardent defire to promote the love of
virtue through the medium of fiGion.
Certain it is, that the novelty of fable ren-
ders it the more interefting to youth, and
more forcibly attracts their attention; the
fcene i therefore laid in a country where
the manners of the people are curious,
and but little known. Such intelligence
as could be procured, has been carefully
fele@ed.—To miflead a young reader
would be inexcufable.—The account of
the kingdom of Siam is as correét as the
relation of travellers will admit, andis -
- divefted of many improbabilities, which,
however entertaining in the tales them-
felves, thould not be found in an hiftori-
cal relation,

To



i INTRODUCTION.

To delight the young reader, and
to inftruct him, is the with of the Author
of the Stamese TaLes, and his fatisfac-
tion will be compleat, if the intelligent
parent, who may chance to perufe this
little volume for the fake of his young
family, thould exclaim, <« My dear chil-
dren, this is a good book, and you may
read it to advantage.”
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT
4 O?TH! o

KINGDOM OF SIAM.
. o Qmm— ,, g, S
N the fouth-weft of the peninfula of
India, beyond the Ganges, is the -
kingdom of Siam, bounded on the eaft
by high mountains, which fcparate it from‘
the kingdom of La-o0s, and onthe north
~and weft by others which divide it from
Pegu and Ava, through which double
chain, runs the- Menam river, (fignifying
- in the Siamefe language) mother water,
remarkable for the vaft multitude of
beautiful infe&s called fire flies* which
make their appearance on its banks in the
night. ‘ o
* Thefe nocturnal infeéts are called lanthorn
‘flies; they have a hood or bladder on their
heads which gives a light like a lanthern in the
night, but by daylight is clear and tranfparent,

curioufly adorned with {trxpes of a red and green
¢olour. ‘

B o 'Thc
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e HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

The city of Siam is fituated in N. lat.
14dcg 18m. and E. long. 100 deg. 55m,
in the middle of feveral finaller iflands.
The river Menam meets jt by different
channels, and the kigg’s palace ftands to
the north, on the canal which embraces
the city. The circuit of the walls nearly
inclofe the whole ifle, the fireets are long

~ and ftrait, planted with trees, and paved

‘with brlcks, the houfes low, moﬁ:ly buile
with wood, and the whole city is watered
with canals like thofe at Vemce, ‘the other
chlef cities are Bancok, Me-tac, Cam-
peng, and Laconcevan. The king of
‘Siam has a country houfe called Tlee

"Pouflone, or Rich Sea, a few miles from
“Louoo, 2 little town, wherc he chiefly

rcﬁdes

THE CLIMATE, SOIL; SEASONS, &c.

- The foil of this country is rendered

very fertile by the mud, which the rain
waters carry down from the mountains,
and produces quantities-of rice, and all the

- delicious fruits of the eaftern countries.

ANIMAL




OF THEKINGDOM OF STAM.  *3:

ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE
PRODUCT IONS.

h The ammaie are the elephant, the buf-
falo, monkeys, fquirrels, 8¢. and the’
‘birds, the parrot, paroquet, maccaw,
lawrey, and ‘others of .the moft beawiful
plumage. - The wpods abound with li-
zards and ferpents of different kinds, and
the rivers afford great quantities of good
filh. The: pnnc:pal trees are the copai,
from the branches of which clufters -of
fibres defcend and take rootin the ground

‘becoming new ftems, and continually
‘multiplying until they form a large la-

byrinth. The bambeo isa kind of reed
which produces fugar. . The cotton-tree -

yields a fort of cotton- wool, exceedingly
fine ; the Japan wood is ufed in dying.

. The cinnamon-tree and the aloc are alfo
natives of this place. : :

" Rice is the pr1nc1pa1 harveﬁ‘ of the
Sra.mefe, they have but a dmall quantity
of whcat, although very good hufband-
men, Thc king himfelf, on-a certain
B2 day,
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day in the year, formerly ufed to fet his
hand to the plough, but this cuftom is
now almoft difpenfed with, she ceremony

-being left to a perfon who is called Oc-ya

or king of the rice; he rides-to the place
mounted on an ox, and ever afterwards

-is fupported without labour.

- The fruit of this country is of a de-
lightful flavor; among which are the

{foum-rou, or chryftal orange, the banana,

a fort of fig, but greener and longer, the
mango, participating of the peach and-
apricot, and the tamirind, whofe agreeable

“acid is well known in Europe.

Z'CHARACTER
“The' Siatnefe are a good’ peopIe, and

" hold vice in deteftation from principle ;
‘they are almoft ftrangers to drunkennefs,
‘and thofe crimes which have found their

way into more polithed countries. They -

“extend the fifth commandment in a gene-

ral view, atid honour and refpet old age
in all ranks.: Begging is very rare and
fhameful among thcm, and in this coun-

o try
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try dithonefty is punifhed more feverely,

by lafting ignominy, than by the feverity '~

of the law. The Siamefe are courteous
and” polite, and live in the greateft do-
meftic union with each other. Their
children are remarkable for their do-
cility, and fweetnefs of difpofition, and
have the moft unbounded love for their
parents, who make themfelves more ef-
teemed than feared; they educate them-
in an extreme modeﬁy, and they are
- ufually ferit, when very young, toa cona -
- vent of Talapoins, or priefts, where they
~ are taught in the Balic, or ancient Siamefe-
tongue, the principles of morality, and'
the fables of Sommona Codom, the good
Genii of this country ; in nothmg are the
Siamefe more worthy of example, than.
in the care they take of the educatlon of
- their children. : S K
Thefe people have, however, t like
other nations, the lights and thades of ¢cha-
racter, they are inoftly timid, weak and"
“inconftant, fometimes avaricious, fubtle”
and deceitful, but their moral laws are
B3 finely



6 HISTORIGAL ACCOUNT

finely calculated to oppofc and fupprefs
the inclinations of the vicious. ’
The Siamefe are rather of 2 fmall ﬁzc,

but very . well proportioned; their faces -

are of an oval form, and their complex-
ions of a reddith brown; their teeth are

- blackened by art, and their hair is of the

fame colour, and very long. The wo-

en are finely made, and have a vcry .
captwanng addrefs..

MANNERS AND CUSTQMS.

CItis the cuﬁom of the Siamele, 6
marsy when very young ; the bridegroom

vifits the lady three times previous to the

day, to carry her prefentsof Betel and
frvit. - The wedding is attended with

 feafts and fhews, to which they hire pro-

fefled dancess.  If a daughter of a man-

darin is the bride, fhe wears a ‘circle of

gold round her head, with curious rings
and pendants, and is dreﬁ”ed in a beautiful
fine filken pagne, which is a kind of veft.

"' The Talapoins fome days afier fprinkle

the married pair with facred water.
" ' DRESSES

\
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DRESSES.

The mandarines wear a piece of ﬁlk~
!mbrmdercd with gold and filver ropg@,
the waift, which is called a pagne, and a
~ very fine muflin fhirt with fleeves hanging
down to the wrifts. They have 2 high -

bonnet on the head, adorned wn:h a c1rc1e
of gold.

The ladies wear pagnes of extraor-
dinary beautiful filk, and richly em-
broidered with gold and filver, and a
fcarf of filk paffes ﬁngly over the*bofom,
and ties behind, which gives them a very ,
graceful air; they conftantly wear rings.
upon their fingers, and bracelets on the
arms and legs. »

The common people are plain in their

 habits and food, and rich in a general po-
verty, as they know how to content thcm- "
felves with a little.

OF THE KING.

Thc drefs of the king of Siam s avcﬂ: _
of beautiful fatin brocaded, ‘with a muflin-
Bs4 fhirt,
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thirt, adorned with lace, the Whlte high

pointed bonnet is a mark of dignity : that

of the king is adorned with a circle of-

gold, fet with the moft precious dia-
- monds,

THE PALACE, HOUSES, TEMPLES,
GARDENS, g,

The king of Siam’s palace is built of
brick, but low; in the hall of audxcnce,
are placed three parafols or umbrellas-
The walls_infide are painted red and
gold, and adorned with lagge mirrors.
The floors are covered with carpets,
fumptuous fofas are placed in the different
rooms, on which are laid foft cufhions;
before the palace in the garden, arefeve-
ral open halls, fupported by pillars, near
which are kept playing, a number of little
 jets d’eaux.

The houfes of the mandarins are’of
wood, and thofe of the common people
of cleft bamboo, raifed about thirteen feet
from the ground, to avoxd th;: effects of

the inundations, . : .
' The

E L
wot?



OF THE KINGDOM OF SIAM. s

- The divans, or céuncil chambers,. are
built of brick, with three fides only, to
avoid the fun; before them plays a foun-
_ tain. The pagodas or temples are built

fomething like our chapels, but the tim-
ber work is varnifhed infide, red ftreaked
with gold, or covered with yellow tiles.-

Thefe temples have always a pyramid '

near them, with a tin fpu'e fluted and or-

namented.
~ The gardens of the Siamefe are de-
lightful, and prefent to the imagination,
all that is related in eaftern fi¢tion; they
are planted with feveral forts of palmites,
and filled with flowers of the fweeteft
odours, -and moft exquifite beauty,
amongft which, is the hyacinth, called the.
ophir, ofa fine yellow colour, interfected.
with purple fpots. :
The table of the Siamefe is not very:
fumptuous ; their common food is rice
and fith; they have delicate oyfters and
ecls, anda little fith called cadi, which is
very fine falted; they drink moftly wa~
ter, though they have a kind of rice bran~
Bg dy ;
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dy; they eat very little butchers meat or
poultry, thofe articles being referved for
the king and the chief mandarins.

CARRIAGES, EQUIPAGE, &s.

The king of Siam has a2 number of’
fine horfes; he rides moftly on an ele-
phant, but is never feen abroad on foot.
Palanquins are alfo ufed, which are a
kind of fofa, carried on mens fhoulders.
When the king is feen on his elephant, all
the mandarins proftrate themfelves as he
pafles by ; three large gilt feathers are
placed on the feat, one behind, and the
other two on each fide of him; a fervant
alfo attends witha high parafol. The
white alepbant is never rode at all, not
even by the king himfelf; they believe.
that he isperfeltly rational, and thew him
the greateft homage and refpect.

DIVERSIONS.

The Siamefe are very fond of the wa-
ter, on which they frequently take their
Pleafure in balons, a kind of boat rowed

with
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with fhort oars, beautifully painted and-
decorated, with parafols over -them..
When they are rowing, they fing a rude,
yet fweet fong, and at night, each balon-
carries a lanthorn, which has.a very pretty’
appearance. They have a religious thow
when the waters retreat, to return thanks,
at which time they let float a multitude of
painted tranfparent lanthorns, which have
a very pretty effe@ on'the water. On
the firft day of their year, they have alfo
another great illumination on fhore, when
the houfes, windows, doors, and trees are
hung with. painted lanthorns. The Siam-
efe fometimes perforra comedies, and arg -
very fond of dancing; they have alfq
very excellent tumblers, They have not

- much idea of mufic; their inftruments
are. a rebeck, or violin with three ftrings,
fome fhrill oboes, a fort of copper bafon,
which they beat with a fhort ftick, and a
little drum which they call a tapon.

LANGUAGE.
Thc Siamefé¢ have two different lan-
'guages, the common one is plain ‘and
B6 ' : ﬁmplc
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fimple, confifting almoft wholly of mo-
nofyllables, the other is only known to

the learned talapoins, and is called the

Balic tongue, from which all the terms of
religion and virtue are borrowed.

- LEARNING. ~
Arithmetic is the principal ftudy of the
Siamefe, in which they are very expert ;
they do not incline much to intenfe
application, but have a very good ge-
nius for poetry, particularly fongs.

- . THE TRADE,

" Of this country confifts chiefly in fith-

ing and merchandife; for the inhabitants
have little to do with the polite arts. The
goods are expofed to fale in the bazars, or

o

market places: where fo much honefty -

exifts, that the feller very feldom counts

the money he receives, nor does the buyer

examine the commodity.

MONEY.

The bax coin confifts of fmall fhells

called coris; they have, however, filver

- of

il g
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of different dimenfions, the tical, the -
mayon, and the fouang.

GOVERNMENT.

" The _king of Siam is a defpotic prince,
but loves his people, and -lays not any
- taxes on fuch provifions as affe@ the.
~poor; as rice and fith. The offices of
“ftate are filled by the chief mandarins.

The Maha Omorat is the viceroy, who,

in the king’s abfence, has the royal feal. -

The Oc-ya is the prefident, or lord of the

tribunal. The Calla-hom has the war
- department, befides whlch there isa ge-

neral of the elephants.

It is not eafy to know the king’s name
till after his death, as itis kept a fecret,
for fear of the power of magic and en-
chantment. »

The queen and ladxcs of the palacc
livein a feparate apartment, and are at-
tended by eunuchs.

RELIGION.
The  Siamefe religion confifts chieﬂy
in a beautifil fyftem of morality: it ina
z ftruts
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ftru&ts them, that ‘when the foul, by a
great number of good works, acquires_ fo-
much merit asto deferve reward, it is
-placed in ‘paradife, and enjoys fupreme
felicity; and that thofe who have been .
wicked in their lives, are fhut out for
ever from that hope, and fuffer lafting pu-
nifhment*, they fpeak of one man par- -
- ticularly, who they efteem as having, by
* furpafling all others, arrived at fupreme
felicity ; they call him Sommona Codom,
which fignifies a talapoin of the woods.
He1s reprefented as a very powerful and
good genii, who can affift them in mif-
fortune. They have alfo an evil genius
-who they call Thevetat.

The talapoins are priefts who lead de-
vout and exemplary lives; the higher
order of them are called fancrats, who
are the moft learned among them. The
~ temples of the fancrats are diftinguithed
~ * The author of the Siamefe Tales ha¢ pur-
pofely avoided a philofophical enquiry into the
religion of thefe people ; he is fatisfied with thofe’

apinions which make them acknowlcdge a fu-
pramadeity over all. '

from
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~from the others, by ftones placed round

them. The talapoins of the woods are

the moft refpe@ed; they go with naked

feet, and bare headed; round the waift

they wear a yellow pagne, or veft, and

acrofs their fhoulders a belt:of yellow
linen, over which they wear a large cloth

of thefame colour, that leaves the arms

bare. The fancrats are diftinguithed by -
a red cloth, which comes over the head’
and fhoulders like a hood; they carrya

kind of fan called a talipat. The talapo-.
inefes are female pneﬁs, thelr drefs isall

white.

BURIALS.,

The Siamefe make great folemnity
in their burials ; the body is put into a
wooden coffin, varnifhed and gilt on the
outfide. They burn perfumes and ta-
pers, and the talapoins fing over the
corpfe every night, in the Balic language;
it is then carried o a funeral pile, and

burnt with many ceremonies, near ong of
their temples.

. LAWS
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LAWS AND PUNISHMENTS.

The public law is written in three vo-
lumes, in the Balic language. The pu-
nithments for great crimes are exceed-
ingly fevere; the baftinado is ufed for
faults of a leffer degree, and the difgrace
of it ends with the punithment itfelf.  ~

HISTORY.
~ The Siamefe hiftory is filled with fa-
bles, and little is known of their origin,
"They have had, however, many revolu-
tions, which refemble in affaflination . and,
- bloodthed, thofe of the - other eaftern
-;countnes.

" SIAMESE

>




SIAMESE TALES.

N the city of Tian-tong, or true gold,
fituated in the north-weft parts of the
kingdom of Siam, there lived a great
mandarin, who had an only fon, called
Nang-fa, which fignifies, in the Balic
language, ¢ The young heaven,” accord~
ing to a cuftom the Siamefe have, of na-
. ming their children by the moft prccxous _
or wonderful things in nature, -

Scarce any thing could exceed the’
pleafure of the mandarin Pra-Tchoou
Sam-fib, when he obferved that his fon
grew handfomer every day, and that he’
was the admlratlon of all who faw him;
but this happmcfs did not continue many

' years, -for it was difcovered by thofe who
had the care of educating Nang-fa, that
he was of a very gay, inconftant turn of
mind, and very proud and impatient, fo
that he paid very little attention to his
ftudies, or to the leffons of the old Tala-
poin, whofe care it was to mf’cru& himin
the Siamefe religion.

A The
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The mandarin Sam-ib * felr verv un- -
cafy at this difpofition of his fon, but it
was in vain that he expoftulated with him,
He ftill continued as thoughtlefs as eves,
and was indifferent to all that was faid ;
feveral of the mandarins friends had given
" their advice an this occafiop, and recom-
mended a different mode of treatment,
but without fuccefs. His indifcretions
and extreme love of pleafure, threatened
very foon to plunge him into error and
vice;. at laft, the mandarin confulted.an
old talapom, who lived in a cave f'om;:
mﬂesdx&ant, famed for his virtue and au-
fterity; who, after he had heard the com-
plaint of the wretched Sam-fib, thus ad-
" drefled him: -

-~ ¢« Fo .our own indifcretion, we owe
moft of the ills oflife.  You may remem-
ber when Nang-fa was an infant, you faw-

-nature had formed him beautiful and fair,
it was then your duty to have returned:
thanks to heaven for what had been be-
ftowed on him, ‘and to have wathed him'

X Pra Tchoou is a title of great dignity. .
‘ three
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three times in the waters of truth, over
which the great Sommora Codom pre-

fides. -The inconftant difpofition of your-
fon is the ‘confequence of that good ge-.

nius havipg left him to himfelf, who, in
fpite of all the care and precaution you
" may ufe, will néver be good without his
aflitance.” . ' ‘

. The mandarin Sam-fib felt very much
diftreffed at this difcourfe, ¢ and is there

no way,” cried he, ¢ to extenuate my.

fanlt, and fave my fon from ruin?’? ¢ per-
haps there may,” cricd the old talapoin,
« as God Almighty is merciful and good,
‘but it-will be' neceffary” faid he, « for
you to go to the rock of Prabat, fix
leagues north-eaft of the city of Louoo,
where the impreffion of the foot of Som«
‘mona Codom is ftill tobefeen; it is co-
vered with a. plate of gold, and inclofed
- ina chapel, where 2 holy fancrat dwells,

who, will inftru& you what todo.” The

-old mandarin was fomewhat relieved by
this difcourfe, and fet out the next day for'
the rock of Prabat, where the good Som-

' mona
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mona Codom had once dwelt, but it

was a fortnight before he arrived, whem
“he was received by the holy fan-
crat, who knowing his errand, defired
 that he would ftay with him till the moon
arofe, when he would lead him to that part -

of the rock ‘where the genius of wifdom
dwelt, the mandarin Sam-Sib waited very

patiently till night when the ‘fancrat di-

re€ted him to the fpot, and left him to

. himfelf, he then proceeded along a dark
‘entrance, until he came to a fpace in the

rock illuminated with the moft beautiful

tranfparent ftars, which received theif

luftre from the rays of the moon. His

ears were now faluted with the founds of
f,o_f‘t mufic, and his fenfes delighted
~ with the moft exquifite perfumes. = Near

the entrance of the cavity was a foun-
tain of pure water, in which he was in~
ftructed to wath his hands and face, and
repeated a-fhort prayer to the Almighty.

Never hardly was feen a more beautiful

place than the cavity of the rock, which
was covercd with a thoufand fparkling
diamonds,

~
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dlamands, mtcrfperfcd with the moft
brilliant ftones and fhells. The man-
darin now entered a fpacious hall, in the
middle of which ftood an altar of white
ivory, infcribed to Truth; and overit,
on a tablet of pure filver was written in
letters of gold, the followingiéwcepts, in
- which confift the principlg of ‘Siamefe
morality: .

I. Do'no murder.
11, Steal nothing.
1II. Commitnot any impurity.
1V. Lye not.
V. Drink not any into;sicating liquor.
On the altar.lay: the facred volume of the
- Patimouc, which is fuppofed to contain
all the myfteries of the Siamefe religion,
and to poffefs a certain talifmanic quality
or virtue, to beftow content on all fuch
as open its leaves, who however wretched
or diffatisfied, become iftantly chearfal
and ferene. On the left fide of the hall

" - was a-golden. vafé, which exhaled the

~moft.ddlightful petfumes, myrrh, caf,
~alocsy 1and fragkgscente.  The genii was
SRR ' feated
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feated on a couch of roft leaves, in his

‘hand he held a fmall filver fcepter, and
on his head was a-crown of pure gold on

which was written in diamonds the word
Truth. His-drefs wasalight blue robe,
and a girdie of rofe-colour furrounded
his waift. Above him was a fmall circle
fufpended in the air by enchantrment, on

- which was infcribed, in the Balic tongue,

the following beautiful precept :-
* ¢ There is but one fupreme God, and
he is beft pleafed by - chanty and good
works.” ,
, The mandatin, Sam-Sib, pro{’crated
himfelf before the altar,. tntil the gmm
bid him:arife. « Fear net,” -cried he,
s« the good Semmana Coedom knows thy
forrows, and forgives thy negle¢t. Thy

“fufferings will thew thee that man cando

ngthing of himfelf, andthat it is the pra-

_vidence of *God which can alone give
thim his withes ; not even the ftrength of
.-the moft powerful, or the plans of -the
shoft ingenieus,-can be fuccefsful without
his permiffion. It isegue, mandarin, that
i S thou - .
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thou haft endeavoured by every means
in thy power to form the mind of thy
fon to virtue, but didft thou ever afk the
God of Heaven to blefs thy hopes ? or °
" didft thou fend thy favourite infant to be
bathed in the waters of truth?” Sam-

- Sib bowed his head in confufion, ¢ yet,”
- continued the Genii, * atonement is not
too late, thou wilt have only to follow the

inftru&tions I fhall give thee, to be re-

ftored to peace of mind. In-the province
‘of T chai-nat, on the borders of the ri-
ver Menam, there lives a talapoinefs,

called Soum-rii {or good heart) who is

‘pofiefied of the power of perfuading the
mind to truth and vittue, by relating to

her pupils pleafant and moral ftories. It

“is a gift the obtained from Sommona Co-
dom, and the generally fucceeds in making

‘thofe who liften to her very good, and -
very happy. You mult fend fome -one

to feek out this devout young woman,

whofe engaging mannérs will lead ‘back,

-by degrees, your fon to'the love-of truth,
though it ‘may, pérhaps, be -fome ‘tiine

before
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before your withes are accomplifhéd, but
do not defpair.” Sam-Sib retired with

reverence and awe, and immediately on

‘his return to Tien-Tong, defpatched one
of his people to the retreat of thc Tala-
. poinefs.

Ina few weeks Soum-rii arrived at
Tien Tong, and was introduced to
' Nang-fa as a new attendant, whofe
office was to be that of entertaining him

with amufing " tales and ftories, at which,
- as he was very 1dle, he exprefied a great

deal of pleafure, though ‘he was much too.

Anconftant to continue in that humour
long.—Much as Nang-fa was inclined
to treat every one beneath him with neg-
et and indifference, he could not help
being a good deal ftruck at the beautiful
fimplicity of the talapoinefs, who was
dreft in 4 white robe, with a blue girdle,
from which hung a little golden key,
that poflefied a talifmanic power.

The next morning when the fair Soum- ,

_rii was to commence her office, the drew
near the mat on which Nang-fa was
laidy
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laid, and very obligingly afked him.
if fhe fhould endeavour to amufe him
with any of her little ftories, to which he
anfwered carelefsly  yes, you may if
you like, but I dont know whetherI can
liften to them long.” <1 fhall relate
you a very entertaining one,” returned
Soum-kii, ¢ itis called

LR RS HREE Ko I
LEE()R 2 Tee) Y
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THE ‘ ]
GOLDEN LAWREY*.

o QE— g

. 'The mandarin Vang-fi the glory of the -
fun, had a daughter named Lit-chee, or
the fair morning, the moft beautiful in- "
fant, perhaps, ever feen. It was, how-
ever, predited at her birth, that fhe
would go through many wenderful ad-

- ventures, with a king’s fon, and leave

her friends for feveral years; but as this
predition was foretold by a powerful

# This bird is about the fize of a lark, its
head, neck, and back of a beautiful red, and

. the Breaﬁ_ of a pale rofe colour; the wings are

chiefly green, but interwoven with red feathers,
variegated on each fide with gold, but which,
when expofed to the fun, prefent a thoufand va-
rieties of fhining colours. The legs and feet
are afh colour, the bill grey and crooked, tail
very long, of a pale rofe colour, ending in a lovely
blue, mingled with white and green.

genii
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genii, to whom the child had been car-

ried as foon as born; all means were.

_ thought ufelefs to prevent its fulfilment,
when one day as the mandarin was hunt-
ing, he happened to fcparate from his

attendants, and wandered into a lonely

defart, where he obfcrved a monftrous

large birdin the air, carrying fomething
_inits: claws, which at laft it fettled w1th ‘

on the top of a high rock. Vang-ﬁ,

who was well verfed in the ufe of the -

bow and arrow, afcended mmbly towards
the fummit, and - when he was within
reach, let fly an arrow, and fhot the
creature dead. But it was with a great
deal of difficulty that -he got any higher,

for the place was almoft perpendicular..
Curiofity, however, prompted him to -
venture, when he found a beautiful little
infant lying naked on the rock, who held
out its hands, and féemed to afk for
help. He looked at it awhile, with afto- -

nithment, and very much pleafed with
the adventure, took the child in his arms
Ca2 ‘ and
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and defcended with it as cautiouﬂy as

poffible, where he met with his attendants .
who, by his order, conveyed it carefully

 to the palace. .
The wife of the mandarin was very
much delighted with the child, as foon as

the fawit, and nameéd it Lit-chou; which

fignifies « the fair day.” Unfortunately

in a few years afterwards, the fell ill
and died. The mandarin’s fifter, who -
was old, ugly and malicious, and of the -

moft cruel difpofition, took the govern-
ment of the houthold, and prefently made
herfelf hated by every perfon about the
court. The good mandaringhowever, who
did not miftruft her, gave poor little Lit-
chou and Lit-chee to her charge, who, as
they had been brought upin religion and

* virtue, loved each other exceedingly, and -

were almoft conftantly together, but a
misfortune was near happening to them,

which they little expefted.\The man-

darin, Who had funk into"a deep mélan-
cholyever fince the death of his wife, de-

~ termined
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termined upon paying & vifit to a neigh<
* bouring prince, that he might amufe his

mind by travelling, and with this intent
left poor little Lit-chou and Lit-chee to
the particular care of his fitter, who pro-
mifed to ufe them well, which proiife fhe
. broke thc moment the mandarin left the
palace. She had always hated Lit-chou,
as fthe confidered him a burthen to the-
family, having a fon of her own, whom
~ the one day hoped would fucceed to the
titles of the mandarin, It is eafy to ima-
gine that fo wicked a woman found very
readily, pretences to punith ltelg Lit-
chou, who led a very uncomfortable life.
She confined him in a remote. part of the
palace, and only waited an opportumty :
to kill him:

Poor Lit-chiee was inconfolable at this
cruel fentence, which-deprived her of the
company of “her favorite, whom fhe al-
ways called brother. = As fhe was one day
fitting in the window, fthe complained to
herfelf thus: < O, my poor brother, why
- cannot I fometimes fee you; how cruel
it is to deprive me of your delightful

C3 © com-
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company.” As fhe was repeating thefe
_ words, a beautiful litde bird flew in at
.the window, purfued by another ofa tre-

mendous fize, called an Ong, whofe wings
meafured, when fpread, feven yards. The
poor little creature fluttered at firft ex-
ceedingly with the fright, until it had re-
pofed a little time in Lit-chee’s bofom,
it then turned its head on one fide, and
looked atits benefaétrefs, as if thankful
for the deliverance the had obtained it.
She faw by its plumage, thatit was one
of the moft beautiful gelden Lawreys ike
had ever beheld.

As foonas Lit-chee look’d, out:agamfa_t

~ the window, and faw that there was no -
danger nigh, fhe fet the little animal free,

but was very much furprifed to find that

< it t would not leave her, {o that the made.
. arefolution tokeep it as long as it would

ftay. In fhort, the grew fo very fond of

" it, that it was conftantly with her, and as

it was 2 talking bird, rcpeated every thmg
that was faid. :

quing

s
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During all this time, :poor Lit-chou
was kept upon-a little rive 7and water,

-and wfed in the moft cruel'matimer, tlliat

laft the mandarin’s fifter detersnined to
deftroy him, and for that purpofe; fent vp
an old wicked forcerefs - called Nan-nou

‘which : means < the beginding of ‘great

heat.”” This cruel wretch, who lived

~ alone in a hut, in the midtt of awood,

being offered ‘a large fom of mionty, be-.

.gan her enchantments, " and after €hirow-
.ing feveral different kinds ‘of letbs:in a

. pot of ‘burning incenfe, murbled thefe

words: “you muoft (faxd fhe) fend Lit-
chou to me to-morrow; ‘but be fure that

- he is not permitted to eat his fupper over-.

night, or to fay his prayers aloud when
he rifes in the morning, and -then I fhall
have the power to kill him.” .

The fifter of the mandarin was over-

- joyed at thefe words, and promifed o

obey her dire€tions. ‘The little Lawrey,
however, happened to be in the room
when all this pafied, and repeated every
fyllable to Lit-chee. = * You muft, (faid

- C 4  the



g SLAMESE TALES. - -

. the little creature) fend Lit-chou fo me
. to-morrow morning, but be fure that he
- is not permitted to eat his fupper ‘over

night, or to fay his prayers aloud when
 he rifes in the morning, and then I fhall

. have the power tokill him.” The good
- little princefs prefently fufpected what.was-
“intended her favorite, and- going to the
~ window, faid to the Lawrey, « go my

_pretty bird, and tell Lit-chou- this fad
news.” ‘The little creature fluttered its

- wings 2 moment, as if ready to execute

her commands, and then flew away to a
~ high . tower of the palace, where he faw .

-.poor Lit-chou alone, bewailing his mis-
. fortunes; hisatténtion being attracted by fo

* beautiful -a bird, he opened the Window,
" and" careffed it very much. The Lawrey

did not, however, forget his leffon, but

.- kept repeating every now and then, < you
. muft fend Lit-chou to me tomorrow,
“but be fure that he is not permitted to eat
- his fupper over night, or to fay his

- prayers aloud in the morning, and.then

T fhall
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1 fhall have the pbwer to kill him.” Poor
little Lit-chou could not tell at firft what

* to make of thefe words; but as he fuf-
- pefted fome ill was intended him, he
- determined in his.own mind to- guard

againft it. The little. Lawrey, after hawy
ing executed his commiffion, fluttered at
the window to be let out, and flew back

~ to the princefs.

Unfortunately for poor L1t~chou, the
mandarin’s fifter fent an ugly dwarf to
him after dinner, who fearched very nar-
rowly into every place, that he might not

- conceal any- thing to eat for fupper.

Nothing could exceed the diftrefs of

poor Lit-chou when it grew near night,

and he found-that he muft go to bed fup-

- perlefs, till he heard a noife at the win-

dow, and faw the pretty Lawrey, who
helda cake of rice in"his mouth, which
he let fall in the room, and flew away. -
Lit-chou was delighted at this circum-
ftance, and eat a'very gooed fupper; but
his next care was to awake before the

‘ dwarf thould come to prevent him from

Cs faying
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faying his prayers; but in this again,-‘ the

Lawrey ftood his friend, and beat ‘with
his beak at the window long before it was

light, when Lit-chou immediately arofe _

and faid his prayers; which he had juft
" finithed when the dwarf came and took
“hiny away, and carried him through a
thick wood, until he came to the houfe

where the old forcerefs lived, which was.

very low and dark, and only lighted by a
blue flame which came from a pot of
burning incenfe. As foon as fhe faw

Lit-chou, fhe fet up a laugh, and teck

hold of hishand. ~ Never hardly was feen
a more horrible creature than the for-

cerefs Nan-nouy the was very much de-

formed, and had one leg confiderably
fhorter. than the other; her eyes were
very {mall, and fparkled with fire, and
out of her mouth, when fhe breathed,
' there iffued a blue light flame, which was
poifonous. * She, however, pretended to

be very kind to poor Lit-chou when the

dwarf was gone away, and begged him
to take a fieve, and go to the well to
) ‘ ' draw
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draw her fome water, which he offered

to do very readily, but found that the -

~fieve would not Kold ‘it; by which the
forcerefs knew that ke had faid his pray-
ers, and by that means deftroyed ‘the

“power of her enchantments ; fhe ‘there-

fore returned with him to the mandarin’s
fifter, and when they were alone, infifted
that he muft have eaten his fupper over
night, and faid his prayers ‘aloudin the

‘morning. ‘The king’s ‘filter denied this

for forre time, till fearful that the might

offend ‘the forcerefs, the promifed that

the would have him carefully watched
that night, and ordered the ugly dwarf
to ftay and fleep with him. Poor Lit.

chou was now in a worfe fituation than

ever, but his good friend the Lawrey did
not forfake him; for as the dwarf was

aihufing himfelf at the window, he let

fall a fiweet cake, which the little monfter

eat up very eagerly, but which had the
effet to put him in a profound fleep.
During this time, the Lawrey haftened
. back to Lit-chee, and returned with a ba-
o CcC6 nana

S
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‘nana in his mouth for Lit-chou’s fupper,

who waked in the ‘morning long before

 the dwarf, and faid hi$ prayers, returning -
. thanks for his deliverance the day bcfore,

and then feigned as if he was afleep.
As foon as the day light appeared, the

i dwarf awoke, and called Lit-chou, fully -

fatisfied that he had not faid his prayers

_that morning, when he took him again

to the old forcerefs, who enquired if her
diretions had been attended to. The
dwarf affured her they had, and left poor
Lit-chou alone with her.  Fhe pot of
incenfe was burning very furioufly,
and emitted a noifome ftench, and

‘the cruel Nan-nou now ordered him

to throw in fome freth ingredients which

.'Ihc‘ knew were of fuch a nature as to
" caufe a flame that would kill him. Lit-
.chou, however, who depended on having

faid his prayers, obeyed her inftructions,
and, to heraftonithment threw in the herbs

“without their doing him any harm,at which

the forcerefs grew quite enraged, and went

1mmedxately to the palaceof the man-

dar 1R,
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darin, and accufed his fifter of having per- - -
mitted herfelf to be deceived. It may be
eafily imagined that (he was as much en-
raged as the forcerefs, till' at laft it was
agreed, that poor Lit-chou fhould be
fent over night to fleep with the cruel
Nan-nou ; the Lawrey, who happened to
hear all this, repeated every word. The
good princefs, Lit-chee, now entertained
very lictle hopes of her brother’s efcape
and though fhe knew the mandarin’s fifter
dare not kill her, fhe was refolved, out of
love to Lit-chou, to quit the palace, -

" and follow him to the habitation of the

forcerefs, that the might fhare his fate.
As foon, therefore, as fhe faw from the
palace window, the ugly dwarf carrying
Lit-chou on his fhoulder, fhe haftened
down, but her faithful Lawrey was not far~
off, who flew to the affiftance of Lit-
chou, and fixing on the head of the ug-
ly dwarf, picked out his eyes. Scarce
any thing could equal the delight of Lit-
chee, when the faw her companion de-
- livered from the hands of the cruel dwasf,
' ‘who
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- who had let him fall off his fhoulders;
but though they were at liberty they
‘¥new not what road to take, or what to
do, but refolved upon purfuing a contrary
road from that which led to the hut
where the forcerefs lived; they therefore
travelled till it was night, as faft as they
could, attended by their faithful Lawrey,
who conftantly hovered about them. At
laft they difcovered a light, and -arrived
‘ata lonely hut, where they faw an old
“man, reading a book of chara&ers in the

Balic tongue, by a fingle lamp. Being

however very much fatigued, they
" ventured in; he addrefled them wvery

‘civilly, and afforded them fome refrefh-
‘ments, but their forfows were not. yet "

‘ended. As they were going away the old
* 'man requefted them to give him the Law-

réy, that he might wring offits neck.Irwas

‘in vainpoor Lit-chee remonftrated. This

wicked wretch who was one of thofe evil
‘geniis who delight to torment mankind,

‘infifted on having it. - He therefore took

the bird in his hand, and was about put-

ting

14
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ting his cruel defign in execution, when
-Lit-chee uttered a fecret - prayer to hea-
* wen, to interpofe and fave her lictle faithful
friend ; fhe kept repeating to herfelf, may
the cruel wretch be changed into ftone
who would hurt my poor bird. At thefe
wordsthe old man let go the .awrey,and
- and became a ftatue in 2 moment.
~ The two travellers now purfued their
journey, attended by their companion,
and travelled till' the next night, when
. they laid themfelves down on'the grafs to
fleep, but were prefently awakened bythe
fiweeteft mufic they had ever heard ; they
.on a fudden beheld a beautiful illuminated
palace, which appeared through thie trees.
- The windows were lighted up with innu--
merable tapers, thepillars were tranfparent
" and entwired round the columns with fer- -
- pents of a fine blue colour. The doors
of this beautiful place were thrown open
and feemed: to invite the traveller to ex--
plore ftill further into the wonders of the
palace. Curiofity prefently got the bet-
ter of every other confideration, and Lit-
' chou
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chou could net withftand the temptation,

-though the lictle Lawrey fluttered and flew

“to-fome diftance. Lit-chee exprefifed
her fears, but as her companion ventured
in, fhe followed, attended by her faithédl ~
bird, into a large room, in the middle of
which ftood a table filled with every deli-
cacy that imaginatian could fuggeft. The
two travellers were tempted to fit down = |
to this elegant repaft, and helped them-
felves to the choiceft fruit, and .drank of -
the moft delicious fherbet. - Near the

© table ftood an elegant fofa, on which the

young travellers repofed themfelves until

morning, when the faithful Lawrey, who

~ had watched them while they flept; began

to fpeak as loud as it could, ¢ let us go,

let us go,” which awakened Lit-chon

.and Lit-chee, but they were too indo~
lent to attend to this friepdly caution, and -

" fell both- of them.faft afleep again, till

theirflumbers were defiroxed by the found

‘of a loud brazen drumy when a monfter A

-of gigantic ftiture walked into the room,

) “followed
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followed by a dwatf, whofe face and Body

were of a bright yellow, and his hair

~white as filver, ¢ you are no doubt

(cried the monfter to the princefs) very
much pleafed at being the occafion of my
brother’s being turned into ftone, but I
fhall be revenged prefently. I thought

-the beauties of this place would attrat

you, and as you have been guilty of in-
difcretion, and fubmitted to temptation,
I have got all the power I could with
over you, now it is too late for you to
benefit by my advice; you muft know
the confequence of your idle. curiofity,
your indifcretion and indolence, have oc-

- cafioned your misfortune ; as for that-

genii who attends you in the fhape of the

_ golden Lawrey, I know I have not the

power to deftroy him, but [ will confine )
him, by enchantment, in this iron cage,
for one hundred thoufand years.” . Poot
Lit-chee trembled at this harth fentence -
when fhe fawthe cruel genii put the pretty
creature in a large iron cage. But he
only laughed at her remonftrances, <« I
, : : will
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_ will now” cried he, “ put the {’eal of
Thevetat on the door, which has fuch
~magic power, that there is but one genii
\m the univerfe wwho has power to diffolve

> The cruel wretch after thefe words
took an enormous large feal from his fide, .
but as he was very. tired and fatigued; fat ’
~down to take fome refrefhment, when he
-helped-himfelf and the yellow dwarf fo
plentifully to the wine, that they got quite
intoxicated, and forgot to: put.the feal on
the iron cage, though they took:care to
faften the door of the roomwhen they re-
tired, and left Lit-chou and -Lit-chee
. prifoners in the palace. Nothing could
exceed the diftrefs of the two poor travel-
-lers. ¢« Would to heaven, (cried Lit-
~chou) we had fet out on our journey-
when our dear Lawrey awaked as. Pretty
creature he is a prifoner through our in- - -
" defcretion and indolence, and the good
Sommona Codom will affift us no more.”
«Donot be ungrateful,” cried Lit-chee,
" ¢« we have done very wrong to be fure,
but we fincerely repent of our folly. My
’ heart
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-heart is almoft broke when I think of the
cruel confinement of my pretty. bird, but
" T'hope yet we fhall be afiifted by the good
* genius who knows the hearts of his chil-
dren.” After Lit-chee had done fpeak-
ing the Lawrey fluttered at the door, and
afked to be let out; it was however fome
time before they could find the way to
extricate their little friend, which when
they had done, ftill a greater difficulty
- occurred, to reach the window, which was
very high ; but Lit-chou, who regarded -
.no danger when it was to do good,
climbed up with aftonithing celerity, and .
opened it, when the Lawrey flew out, and
left the two poor: prifoners a good deal
rejoiced at his deliverance, as they could
not help entertaining hopes but ‘that it
would be attended with fome good to
themfelves. Several days pa{’t,'howcvcr, _
without the bird returning, during which
. time they were attended once a day by
the yellow dwarf, who brought' them
viGuals, but who never recolle®ed to
look mto the ifon cage. At laft, one day; -
_poor.
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poor Lit-chee, who began to think hét
little friend had deferted her, 'faw him
fluttering at the window, with a leaf

~ rolled up in his mouth, which he let fall

into the room, and flew away. " Lit-chou -

‘prefently opened the fcroll, upon which

was written in the Balic charaéters, the fa-
cred word of Sommona Codom, which

 was no fooner pronounced than a dreadful

thunder clap thook the elements, andthe
doors of the caftle flew open at once. Lit-

* clou trembled at the found, and takmg

Lit-chee in his hand defcended the ftair-

cafe, when they faw written on the wall,
in golden letters the following words «

To thofe wbo truft in God all things ﬂlall
fxbmlt :

The good talipoinefs was now inter-
rupted by Nang-fa, who exprefleda with~

“to hear the remainder of the ftory at a-

future opportunity, with which requeft fhe

- very readily complied. Tn a few days,

however, fhe was very much pleafed to

* find that he delired to hear the; o

R
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CONTINUATION OF THE STORY
OF THE GOLDEN LAWREY.

- TaEe magician, who had heard the -
- clap of thunder, and. knew by his art .
that fome one had got poffeffion of the
magic fcroll, fell with his face to the
ground, but Lit-chou, who knew the
power he had, was refolved to deftroy the
wicked Enchanter, and opening the leaf]
repeated the awful word, Sommona Co-
dom, when he was prefently confumed
ina blue vapour, which left a noifome
* ftench behind. , /
The two travellers with their faithful
bird departed as quick as poflible from
the enchanted palace, and travelled bn
till they came to a cave, where they faw
a young talapoin of an elegant mien,
. reading a large book. ¢ My dear chil-
dren,” faid he, “ I am glad to fee you;
you have 'gonc/:hrough many perils and
dangers, but the good have no real caufe
to fear; they are guarded by a fecret
" providence
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providence, who, in the moment when
the danger feems greateft, fteps in to
affift them. Itis true, you have beena
little indifcreet, but the Great Sommona
Codom would not permit you to be hurt,
whilft your hearts remained untainted with -

vice ; it will be now neceflary (continued
the young man) to part you for a time; -
you have only one thing to attend to,
which is, fhould either of you arrive at
riches or honours, not to forget your fel-
low traveller in difficulty.” The young
man now conducted them into his cave,
and gave them a very delightful repaft of
- of rice and fruit, after which, he addrcf-

fed Lit-chou as follows, ¢« My young

friend, you muft leave us for a time, and

it is directed in the facred volume of the

Vinac,* that you thould travel eaft, until . .

you arrive at the town called Chimai,

you muft then go to the palace, and wait -
until you can fee the king, to whom you

muft take care to fay, « pray, father,
give me your blefling.”

* Vinac, a facred boak of the Siamefe.

Lit-
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 Lit-chou, who refolved to attend ex- -

adtly to. the inftruétions of the young tala- -
poin, parted very reluttantly with his
dear Lit-chee, and fet out for Chimai,
where as foon as he arrived, he waited at
the palace until he faw the king, when
he. repeated the words, ¢ pray, father,
give me your bleffing,” but the king, who
was highly offended at his prefumption,
 ordered him away, and he returned
to the talapoin’s cave with a very heavy
heart. The young talapoin, however,
begged: he would go again, and wait -
till he could fee the queen pafs by,
and to repeat to her, «pray mother,
give me your blefling.” Lit-chou fet
- out on his journey with freth fpirits,

though he could not imagine the reafon
why_he was to repeat the words the tala-
‘poin had inftrufted him to fay; fortu-
nately, he arrived at the palace, juft as
the queen was looking at the window,
whom he' faluted, as he had been di-
reted, but fhe paid no attention to -
what he faid, thmkmg he was fome idle

beggar-
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beggar-boy, and fhut down ' the window.
Poor Lit-chou waited three days in this

manner, and then returned to the tala-

poin, who entreated he would go once

more, to which he confented, and arrived -

at the palace, juft as the queen and an
old attendant were walking in the court
yard.  Lit-chou repeated the words

as before, ¢ pray, mother, give me your
bleffing,” when the old attendant fetup . -

a fhout of joy, at which the queen feemed

very much furprized; but how was her

aftonithment increafed, when the old
woman told her, that Lit-chou was
the fon of the king who when
an infant, was carried out of bhis
cradle, one day, by an immenfe
bird, and was never heard of after-
wards. ‘The queen upon this interro-

~ gated Lit - chou about ‘what he knew

of his parents, who told her he was

brought up in the palace of the great

mandarin Vang-fj, who he had been
informed found him on a high rock
where he had been left by a mon-

" ftrous
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ftrous large bird called an Ong, thefe ~

ftories agreed fo. well together, that
the queen could not help feeling fome
hopes that he was her child, but her joy
was exceflive when fthe faw upon his
arm a mole which the old nurfe had kept

in recolle@®ion. The king was imme- .

diately fent for, and the news fpread all
over Chimai, where for feveral days there
was nothing but rejoicing. Litchou
was dreft in the moft fumptuous ap-
parel, and treated fo well, that in the midft
of the novelty and pleafure which engaged
“him, he prefently forgot his dear Lit-
cheeand his faithful Lawrey;till one day as
he was fitting in the gardens of the palace,
heheard a voice repeating ¢ poor Lit-chee
is forgot,” when looking up he faw his

little friend the Lawrey, fitting on the
branch of a tree. Lit-chou wasimme- -

diately fenfible of his fault, and :called
~ to him that he might carefs him, but the
bird anfwered, « I will not alfo defert
poor Lit-chee,” and then he flew
away. - S
D

The
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The young prince felt fo wretched for
his neglect that he determined to fet out
~ immediately for the cave of the tala-
" poin, and took one of the fwifteft horfes
from the ftable of the king. But when

he arrived there, he found it deferted.
Litchou now remembered what the young
~Talapoin had told him, and felt forcibly
the juft punithment of his ingratitude,
and that no change of fituation fhould
have made him forget his old friend and
benefactor. In fhort, he returned to -
Chimai, and funk into'a deep melan-
~choly, which nothing could divert. At.
Iaft, one day, after he had been in the
- temple, afking forgivenefs for his faults,
he faw his faithful Lawrey fluttering in
the air, and prefently beheld Lit-chee

mounted ona white elephant.
Nothing could exceed his joy at this
‘meeting. Ambaffadors were immedi-
.diately fent to the mandarin Vang-fi, with
news of the fafety of his daughter, while
fhe was entertained at Chimai, in the
moft magnificent manner. The manda-
rinwas not lo ng before he arrived, when
he
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he embraced. Lit-chee with the moft ten-
der affetion, and told her, that his cruel
fifter being mortified at the efcape of
" Lit-chou, had thrown herfelf from the -
top of a high tower, and was dathed to
pieces. o
The young prince Lit-chou, who did

not forget the young Talapoin in the
midft of their good fortune, went to his
retreat as foon as poffible, that he might
return him thanks, and offer up his pray-
ers to God; but the cave was locked
up, and inftead of the Talapoin, they
beheld a beautiful young man, who had
wings on his thoulders, and wore a blue
pagne fpotted with ftars, about his waift.
Lit-chou, who was awed at his appear-
ance, was retiring, when he fpoke to
him as follows: < I am” faid he, ¢ one
~ of thofe good genii who attend the will
of Sommona Codom, and have watched
the hours of your infancy. Itis time
now that I fhould explain to you the -
myfteries of providence. Had not the
bird called an ong, taken you when a
- child, out of the cradle, where you flept,
‘ D2 afer-
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a ferpent would in a few minutes have de-
ftroyed you. It was alfo defigned. that
the mandarin Vang-fi thould find you
expofed on the rock, and his ciuel fifter
was made the inftrument of your future
happinefs. Your fuithful Lawrey is a
genii of the fourth order, who affumed
the fhape of that bird, that he might be
~conftantly near yau, and caufed himfelf
to be purfued, that he might try the hu-
manity of the princefs Lit-chee, who is
alfo a favourite of Sommona Codom.
But as the wicked genius Thevetat, is al-.
ways bufy to countera® our defigns, if
‘you had once negle&ed to have offered
up your prayers to God, the cruel for-
cerefs would have had the power to have
deftroyed you.  From this, my children””
continued the good genii, ¢ you may
. learn that your only true fafety is in con-
ftantly afking the proteGtion of heaven
with a fincere and pure heart, while your -
fuccefs depends alfo on afking a blefling
on your altions. Thus when you neg-
Je€t to do right; and keep the command-
ments of God, the blefling is withdrawn,
' and
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and you are left to yourfelves, and con-
fequently fall into wretchednefs and vice.
Y ou remember, alfo, the wicked old for-
cerer who would have wrung the neck of
your faithful Lawrey, had you been un-
grateful enough to have confented to this,
he would have had the fame power to
deftroy you; for there is nothing that
the good Sommona Codom hates fo
much as ingratitude ; but as you were tpo
generous to permit his cruelty with im-
punity, your withes had the power to
turn him into ftone.  You have obferved
when in the enchanted palace, the mif-
chievous effedts of indifcregion and indo-.
lence, which expofed you to the malice
of the cruel magician; but heaven will
not entirely defert thofe who offend
through miftake and error, for no fooner
are they fenfible of their fault, than pro-
vidence affords them by the moft furpri--
fing means, an early affiftance. Recol-
le®” continued the genii to the prince
Lit-chou, ¢ how nearly you had loft the
favour of Sommona Codom, when in the
midft of pleafure and riches, you forgot
D3 ysur
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your dear companion Lit-chee, and your
faithful Lawrey; and what pain you felt
when you thought you had loft them for
ever ; you then became fenfible what va-
luable companions they were, but no
fooner had you felt real remorfe and re-
gret, than the objects of yeur leve were
produced to youagain. Adore then,”
cried the genii, “ the goodnefs of God,
and depend on him for happinefs.” The
genii now _ difappeared, and the golden
Lawrey, after promifing to vifit now and
then, the gardens of Siam, fluttered his
wings and flew away.

- The young prince Lit-chou and the
beautiful Lit-chee were now married in
all the fplendor of the court, happy in
themfelves, and beloved by the people of
Siam. ‘

The talapoinefs had no fooner con-
cluded the ftory of the Lawrey, than the

afked Nang-fa, with her ufual conde-

{cenfion, if it would be agreeable to him
to hear another ftory the next day.
¢ Moft readily,” replied he, ¢ but pray
let it be a very entertaining one, as I love

very
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very much to be amufed.” Soum-kii
promifed fhe would find one to pleafe
him, and retired very happy to fee a
change in the manners of Nang-fa to-
wards her, as the knew very well if he
once began to like her, her inftructions
would make fome impreffion on his mind.
She had taken care to relate at firft a
"ftory calculated more to amufe, than im-
prove his mind, fenfible that he muft be

attracted by novelty o liften to moral in-
ftruction,

Qe
oDy
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THE SILVER KEY.

IN the town of Cam-peng, which fig-
nifies walls of diamond, there lived a
poor fitherman’s boy, named Jadda,
or the fortunate; who, though a flave,
was, perhaps, the moft handfome youth
ever feen. He was very young, and-
of a mild and humane difpofition, fo
much fo, that he was beloved by every
body. - . , o

Jadda was one day ﬁﬂﬁng for fome
fmall fith called caddi, when he perceived
alittle filver key lying in the methes of
-his net,. which furprifed him a good deal,
. but when he took ¥ up, and examined it
more carefully, he was ftill more-afto-
nithed. The workmgpthip was the moft
~ beautiful ever feen, and there was en-
graved upon it, in f{mall golden charac-
ters, in the Balic language, the following'
fentence. <« The key to honor is ho-
nefty.” o

The
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The poor lictle fither boy went home
exceedingly delighted, but determined,
in his own mind to keep his adventure
fecret from every body, and took all op«
portunities he could find to admire his
litle filver key in private.

It happened, however, one day, as
poor Jadda was bathing, he left his pagne
afhore, and one of his companions, who
went to his pocket for a knife, difcovered
the filver key, after examining it with

~a great deal of attention, he put it in
its place again. Unfortunately for poor
Jadda, before they had done work, it was
publithed all over Cam-peng that the
princefs of Siam, who was named Acha- _
mahia, or gentle Jove, had loft the key
of her cbinet, the prefent of a genii, and |
of fuch curious workmanthip as could
not be imitated by any mortal hand.
The box to which it belonged contained
‘the moft precious jewels in the whole
world, and a great reward was offered to
any cne who could difcover the thief."

As foon as Jadda’s companion eame

athore, and heard the report of the prin-
D . cefs’s -



58 SIAMESE TALES.

cefs’s having loft her filver key, with the
great reward promifed, he haftened to the
Maha Omorat, or chief juftice, and told
him all he knew ; in confequence of which
" poor Jadda was arrefted, and carried to
the divan, before the princefs herfelf, who*
was the moft beautiful lady in the world,
- and befides the moft witty and good-na-
tured.  She therefore no fooner faw

- Jadda than fhe began to pity his fituation, ;

and to admire the handfomenefs of his
perfon. <« And is it true,” faid fhe,
¢ that you have committed this theft.
Alas, how much rather would I find you
innocent, as you appear ; reftore to me
the filver key, and go home.” Jadda
bluthed at this gentle remonftrance, and
affured her he had found it, relating
his adventure. * It is impoffible,” cried
- the Maha Omorat (who attended) that
_you fhould have found it for it was ’
not loft till after the day you have men-
tloned therefore you haye added the guilt
of faithood to theft.”
It was in vain the ptincefs Achama-
hia interceded for the poor fither boy.
' The

. "
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The laws of Siam were not to be dif-

penfed with from partiality, and it was .

- adjudged that he fhould lofe his right
hand. - Poor Jadda trembled when he
heard the fentence pronounced, and
whifpered a fhort prayer to Heaven, to
interpofe and fave him,but the rigid Maha

Omorat, ordered him inftantly to reftore.

the filver key, and to prepare for punith-
ment. The princefs was obliged to fign
the fentence, when feeling for the fignet,
the found, to her great furprife, the key
fhe had loft. ¢ What can this mean,”
cried the. ¢ Produce, young man, the
one you have found, and let us compare
‘them together. Which they did, and:
found them fo exactly ahke, that
they did not differ in the minuteft part.
+¢¢ Jadda,” cried the princefs, you are the
favourite of Sommona Codom. I per-
ceive you have told me the truth, and it
is but right that I thould recompenfe you
for our unjuft accufations. I recommend,
therefore, (faid fhe) that the young Jadda
fhall be appionted keeper of the cabmet

to which this key belongs. o
D6 ) The
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The whole court was now emulous
who fhould pay the greateft attention to
- Jadda, who was led to the bath, and at~-
tired in the moft fumptuous apparel to
attend upon the princefs as-keeper of the
cabinet, but though he felt very much
delighted with his promotion, he fre-
quently thought of his little hut, and the ’
companions he had left.
Jadda took a great deal of care of his
little filver key, as he confidered it the
“means of bringing him fo much good
fortune; a little time, however, had only
elapfed,, after he had been placed in his
new ftuation, when the priricefs was
affli¢ted with a flow, butfatal ma-
Jady that wafted her hourly,. and was
~ thought to be the work of a powerful ma-
gician, who had afked her hand in mar-
riage and been refufed. In vain the moft
fkilful of the phyficians of Siam were-
called in; fhe gradually grew worfe, and
"was given over, when an old talapein
who had been confulted, declared, that
the only way for the princefs to be cu-
xed, was, for fome adventurous perfon to

ge -
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go to a place called the Golden Moun-.
tain, where the magician lived, and bring
- away a via filled with black- liquor, out
of which he continually poured a certain
"quantity, and with the laft drop: the
princefs would expire ; 5 but dreadful
indeed, was the profpe@ of any whe
’rmght be bold enough to undertake the
journey. The fummit of the Golden
Mountain wasfurrounded by a contagious
air, and guarded by fierce birds, and beafts -
‘of an uncommon fize and form, fo that
notwithftanding the great rewards offered,
and the honour-attending the attempt,
none were found ready to undertakc the .
_expedition, ‘
At laft, one day, the prmcefs ad-
drefled Jadda in thefe wonds, ¢ Alas, ¥
feel 1 fhall foon tafte of fupreme felicity
or mifery, I am about to refign the
{ceptre of Siam to a new fucceffor, and
J know none on whom it eould befter
devolve than -on the youth whom I ence
injured, and who decferves my effeem 3
accept it as a fmall recompence, for the
‘wrongs you have fuffered ; in a few days
. Acbamahia will be no more.”” The
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tender Jadda burft into tears at thefe

words, for his heart was too good to let
him value even the poffeflion of a
crown obtained at {o great a lofs.” ¢ My
dear lady,” faid he, « you make me very

unhappy by this difcourfe, do not think T -

can fo eafily forget you, theuld you die,

Jadda will return to the fea thore again,”
with thefe words he retired, refle&ting on

~ what had fallen from the princefs, and

on the only means, which were likely to
do her good; he thought of the danger

+ attending’ the journey to the Golden

Mountain, but danger to a generous mind

8 only a motive to additional vigour and
refolution; In thort, Jadda determined

- to bring away the fatal vial, and accord-

%

ingly obtained: leave of abfence for a few
days, keeping his i mtermons a profound
fecret..

- Jaddd, who had equipped himfelf f'or

this expedition with a fword only, a few

provifions, and his filver key in his

‘pagne, travelled eaftward, until he came
to a thick wood; where he found a bow
.hangmg to-a tree, with a quiver of ar-

rows
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rows tied by a blue ribbon, on which
was written, ’ ' .

¢¢ Go on, fuccefs attend the virtuous brave.”

Jadda took down the quiver, but found
the arrows locked up in it, which gave
him a great deal of uneafinefs, till he
thought of trying if his little filver key
would not open it, which, to his great
furprife it did. He now felt freth fpi-

“rits, and walked into the midft of the
. wood, till he came to a-beautiful {pot,

where hundreds of the finefl birds difplay-
ed their plumage on the trees, and quanti-
ties of the fineft fruit invited the travéller

. to tafte  Jadda, who was filled with

aftonifhment, ftopt a moment in wonder
and amazement when he heard the fweet
founds of mufic, and a female voice fing-

~ing in a plaintive meafure, the following

fong:

¢ Shun thefe paths, for danger’s nigh;
Shun the beauties which allure ;
From the gay delufion fly,
And in virtue be fecure.”

Jadda hefitated a moment at thele words,
-~ ~ buc
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but wifdom always affifts thofe who de-
fire inftruticn, he therefore turned afide

into another path, and frqvell_qd until -

night came on, when he began to fear ex-
‘ceedingly being devoured by the wild

beafts, till fatigued with walking, he was -

obliged to reft himfelf, and after afking
the proteétion of heaven configned him-
felf to fleep, but what was his furprife
when he awoke in the morning, at ﬁndmg
a monftrous laroc ferpent had rol-

led itfelf up clofe ‘by him, Jadda haftened

from the fpot, répeating a grateful prayer
. to God Almighty, who will not permit
aay danger to hurt thofe who lay down
‘with an affurance of his goodnefs and
power.

Nang-fa here iaterrupted the talapoin-
efs,” 1 fear, faid he, you will be tired, we
‘will take fomie refrefhment, and after-
wards, I thall be very happy to know the
conclufion of your ftory; it is a very en-
tertaining one, and I long to hear the
adventures at the Golden Mountain, ----
As foon as Soum-Kii had taken fome
. fruit and ihcrbet the continued as fol-

Jows:
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CONTINUATION OF THE S$TORY
OF THE SILVER KEY.

As the fun began now to fhine forth
very chearful and pleafant, -the young
Jadda centinued his journey, he met
a youth driving a camel, of whom
he enquired the way to the Golden
Mountain. ¢ Are you mad,” cried the
young ftranger, ¢ toafk fuch aqueftion,
Do you not know, that it is ‘certain
death to approach it 2 « 1 do,” return~
ed Jadda, ¢ and yet am refolved to go,
fince it is for the moft amiable princefs
in the world.” «If it is fo,” cried the
youth, ¢ thereisshe road.”*

Jadda now travelled on until he came
to the foot of the mountain, and felt al..
ready the influence of the magic air, °
when he perceived a young woman draw«
ing fome water at a well; Py tell
me,” cried he, ¢ why you draw water
from fo poifonous a fpring #* ¢« Youare
miftaken,” cried fhe, ¢ the genius of -
innocence guards this well, and it runs
pure through the contaminaged earth,

' but
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but what,” continued fhe, * can have
brought you to this dangerous fpot."‘
Jadda informed her of his intentions,
when fhe uttered 2 deep figh, « Rath
young man,” cried the, ¢ you know not
the cruel fatc which awaits you, for no
fooner do you fet foot within the verge of
this mountain, but your body will be-
come fwelled and parched up, and you
will linger with the fatal poifon until
death.” < I have fworn,” returned Jad-
da, « to brmg away the magic vial, and
had rather diep than return without it.””
« Firft, then,” cried the young woman,
« come with me, to my mother’s hut,
we are placed here by the Genius of In-
nocence, to warn the adventurous travel-
ler from proceeding on hisway, and have
faved the lives ofhundreds.” Jadda con-
fented to turn back for a few minutes,
when he came to a {mall hut, where an
old woman fat fpinning cotton, who ap-
peared very much furprifed to fee fuch
ayouth in that place. ¢ Rafh young
man,” cried the, ¢ haften from this fatal
fpot, and give up the vain attempt, none”
faid

N
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faid fhe, < 'can venture near,the palace of
the magician Hai-houk, who is not firft
anointed with the magic oil, which is
contained in a little filver box keptin this.
cottage, and which no one as yet has
been able to unlock, anduntila perfonis
found poflefled of the key that belongsto -
it, the power of the forcerer will remain
fecure.”  After this difcourfe, Jadda
requefted to fee the filver cafket, but they
would not let him, until he had bathed in
the water of the {pring, whichhe accord-
ingly did, and at his return, upon trying
his little filver key, it opened the filver
cafket, at which the young woman feem-
ed quite overjoyed.--The moft delightful
fragrance iffued from the box, which was
filled with odours drawn from the fweet-
eft flowers, with which Jadda anointed
his hands and face. ¢ You may now,”
cried the young woman, ¢ go on with-
out fear, the Genius of innocence will
guard and protect you,”

Jadda now proceeded up the moun-
tain unhurt by the peftilential vapour,
and found the way fcattered with the

bones
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bones of feveral people, who had by ac-
cident, ar from hardinefs, ventured with-
in its limits, and died by the poifon
which floated in the air. Jadda now
came to a large pool of green ftanding
water, filled with fnakes of an enormouy
fize, whe glided along the'dried herbage
which abounded with venomous toads
larger then he had ever feen; he howa
¢ver paffed them unhurt, till he came to -
a building of black marhle, the entrance
of which was guarded by a large black
feorpion that meafured ten feet in lengths

- Jadda drew his bow, and let fly anar-
. row, which wounded the frightful crea-

ture in the mouth, and he felt to the

“ground with the pain.  Jadda paffied on

to a large dark room, where an old wo-
man -was. feated, heating an earthen pot
over the fire, and repeating to herfelf
certain talifmanic words. As foon as
the faw a ftranger in the place, fhe fent

~ forth a moft dreadful fcream.  Jadda
however forced his way by, and afcended

a flighe of ftairs lighted by one glimmer-

. mg lamp, when he came to a room,

where
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where - the cruel forcerer was fitting by
himfelf reading a large book. < Who
is it,” cried he, «who dares. to interrupt
“me? Wretch, you fhall prefently fuffer
for your boldnefs I’ When ftamping his
foot, five mifhapen monfters entered
the room. Jadda trembled with fear;
but they only ftood entranced ds they
faw him. The forcerer now fell on
his knees, ¢« I perceive,” cried he
to Judda, ¢ you are prote®ed by the
genius of innocence, ‘#nd that you are

poffefied of the magic key. Jadda now
demanded the vial, when the ‘magician
took him to a dark clofet, in which was
an iron box that contained fmall bottles,
out of which he ufed to drop a few drops
every night, until the perfon they repre-
fented lingered to death. ¢ Infamous
wretch,” cried Jadda, as foon as he had
taken the vial from him, ¢ thypower is
now over; receive, thercfore, the reward
of your cruelty : this arrow fhall end thy
curfed exiftence.” With tho;fé words,
he fhot the cruel magician through the
heart, who in fpite of his enchantments;

fell
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fell to the earth, when the whole palace

~ fhook, and at laft tumbled to pieces.

The face of things were now changed
in 2 moment: the wet and poifonous air
became dry and pleafant, a beautiful ver-
dure appearedonthe ground,and the ftag-
nated pool of ferpents appeared a beautiful
river. Jadda haftened from the fpot where
the palace had ftood,. when he was met by
the young woman he had feen at the well, -
who léd a beautiful white camel; and as
foon as fhe accofted him, put a filver
crown upon his head ; ¢ Accept” faid fhe,
the honour due to you; you are one of
the favourites of Sommona Codom, and
for your love of truth and generofity,
all fhall henceforth be pleafantnefs and
peace. . This camel, who is fwifter in the

journey than the arrow that flies from the
bow, wiil foon convey you to the palace
of the princefs; you will then” conti-
nued the genius, « have the love of the
fair Achamahia. You have only to re-
member, that the caufe of all your fuc-
cefles has been your virtue. Be careful,
then, to continue the fame courfe, and ad-
mire
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mire the myfteries of the providence
which has brought you fo much good.
The little key you found when fithing,
has been the means of bringing you to
‘the higheft of human offices; the acci-
- dent was defigned by the genius of your
‘birth, and ought to thew you that the
good are always the efpecial care of hea-
ven. ‘ ' ,
. -Jadda now returned on the white ca-
mel to the palace of the princefs, whom
he found much better, but very uneafy at
~ his abfence, and in wonder at her return-
‘ing health. Jadda, however, requefted
her patience until he could explain the
circumftances, when fhe heard him with
~ aftonithment and delight, and exprefied
her ‘gratitude in the livelieft terms.
Thie princefs now called a meeting in
the divan, where the produced the magic
vial, and addrefled herfelf to the nobles
as follows:* <« What,” cried fhe, * doeg
the man deferye, who has reftored life to
the princefs, at the riftk of his own?”
They all unanimoufly anfwered, he de-
ferved to wear the crown of Siam,
: «There
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«There then,” cried the princefs, point-
ing to Jadda, *“is your king, who from a
poor fitherboy has, by his virtue and
courage; raifed himfelf to the crown, and
* merits all our love.” Thus didheaven
blefs the humble Jadda.
<] am very much delighted,” cried
~ Nang-fa, «with the ftory of the Silver
Key.” = ¢ Certainly,” returned Soum-
kii, « the charatter of Jadda is a very
‘good ane, and fhews hew much love and
effeem we may get by humility and com-
* placency of difpofition. Nething is more
agreeable than the fecuring by our man-
- ners, the - good withes and friendfhip of
the worthy.” Nang-fa blufled at this
.difcourfe, « [ -thall.be very happy,” in-
terrupted he, ¢ o hear another fcory as
“foon as you pleafe.”

‘The fair Soum-kii. wes now very fre-
quently with Nang-fa, who began to be
fo very fond of her company, that he was
feldom within doors, without making her
come and fit with him. = The good tzla-

~_poinefs took care toimprove ‘thefe ‘ap--
- _-portunities, amnl one evening, at his re-
quett, began the ftory of '
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THE

"GOLDEN BOOK
WITH "MANY LEAVES. ‘ '

o e o

I'n the province of Me-tag, there lived

a great mandarin, named, Poyti-fouc,
who,” though bleft with all thet fortune
~could beftow, ftill felt the want of con-
tentment, he had been married ten
yeats,* and to as many wives, without
ever having had a child. . - R
< At laft an o¥d talapoin, who had fre-
qQuently been confulted, defired him ac«
cording to the cuftom of that country, to
fet apart a day for facred prayer, which
was done ; accordingly,as foon as the fun
rofe, two large incenfe pots were placed .
in the outer yard, and a fire kindled at
the entrance to prevent ftrangers from
ebtrudiig. - Pouti-fouc, attended by the
eld talapoin, new prefented his petition to
E heaven
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heaven for a fon, at the fame time ac-
knowledging all that God had blefied
him with already, as health, riches, ho~
nour, and long life.
The old talapoin read the petition
with his face to the ground, and when
~ he had done, threw it among fome burn~
ing rufhes, 4n the incenfe pot, where
it was prefently confumed; he then
threw #n three or four little bundles of
facred paper, very fine and gilded, on
whieh certain charaéters were written; 2
fine blue flame now afcended fpirally to-
wards heaven, which was confidered as
a favourable omen. }
- A few months after the ceremony, the
chief favourite of the mandarin was found
to be with child, and was foon after de-
livered of the moft beautiful infant, per-
- hapseverfegp. Nothing could equal the
joy of the mafidarin atshis event, he im-
mediately retired to the temple, and re-
turned thanks to heaven, and in duetime
the child was named Kelong, which figni-
fies in the Balic language a wife child, An-
other day was now fet apart for facred
prayer,
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prayer, when the old talapoin again at-
tended to perform the rites; -he threw
-the facred paper-into-the pots of burning
‘incenfe,’but inftead -of their being con-
fumed, he took from amidft the flames,
a little book, with many golden leaves,
clafped, ‘on -the outfide of which, was
written in the Balic language, the word
Soaung, which fignifies trath, * Upon
" the obfervante of ‘the precepts contdined
‘inthis little volume (cried the-talapoin),
will depend the happinefs of the child,
it muft be preferved for him with the
greateft care, and whén he-is of fufficient
age, he muft-be fentto the mountain of
Cachon, where the genius of Wifdom
refides, who will open the clafps of the
book, and explain fhc my{’tcrlcs it con-
tains.

Kelong,- who was eduged undcr the .
care of the old talapoin, grew handfomer
every day; his mind was humble, his
manners unaffected, his difpofition gene-
rous and humane, and his underftanding .
clear and enlightened. The time was
now arrived, when the old talapom

‘ E2 thought
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thought proper- to fend. ;young Kelong to

- the mountains .of - Cachon. ;. My. deas, -
fon,”; qrxcd he, prcf@nt-mg to -him the
" Golden, Book. with ‘many’ leaves, it
is now fit that yeu fheuld fet-out on your
journey to the Genius. of, W, ;{dom, who
" will unfold the facred pages of this little
volume, to your obfgrvation, and; m{’gru&
you from its, precepts; whence the unhaps
pinefs -of the fons. .of ,men progecds.
Méyﬁ thou leam‘ to .avoid their errors,
and thc'Great Sommona Codom direct .
‘youon your way”.,

Kelong looked. with- dchght -upon ;bc
book but. 3 tear, of .gratitude and love
fell fiom his eypsat pq;tmg with the old
talapoin... - . ' -

.« Kelong Iad not travelled far, bcfore
his attention was engaged by two young

. . men, fithing on tlig;fide-of a giver, one of

them caught a great numhber of fimall fifh,
but as faft as he catclied them, he threw
them into the river again; and went to dif-
ferent parts of the river where he, wasmore
or lefs fuccefsful, but &ill threw ll he-got
into the river again, . Thc Dthér did-not

{feem
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feesnto give himfelf that trouble, for he
taid! himfelf upon the grafs ahd waited
for “a bite,” but before he could get to
take in the line, they conftantly efcaped
from the hook. Kelong diverted himfelf
very much for fome time looking at
them, -and then went on a litt'e farther,
till he came to a beautiful fpot, where he
fat down to reft. He was prefently
accofted by-a young man dreft in a blue
robe, who enquired whither he was go-
ing?  Kelong ‘anfwered; to the moun-
tain: of - Cachon ;' at which the young
ftranger fmiled, < are you mighty defi-
fous, id e, « to* go that tirefome and
unplea‘fant ’road: * “Kelong * ‘anfWered,

* heét'dyas. * “Wcﬁ” “cried the youug
ftranger; -« fince' it iv fo, you Had better
take fome refrefhment before you go any
further:”” " Kelongat firft refufed the of-
fer the youhg mian made ‘him, but hé rel -
newéd-his mvitation' with® fuch COurtefy
arid’ ?'ne‘ndﬁﬁp, that Keléng, who was
captivated ' with- his manners, at la& ac-
ceptcd the invitation.” v se T
PO R E 3 ' » Thc
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The young man now led Kelong-to @
beautiful palace of white. marble, Jwhere
they were received by a number of at«
tendants, and led.into a handfome faloon;

~where a table was fpread with the
greateft delicacies the feafon could afs
ford, the ftranger made Keleng fit down
with him, and helped him very: plentifully

" to fruit and wine, during the repaft, he

o T RS

endeavoured. to ridicule him, on his
~ intentions to go to the mountain of Ca-
“chon, and.invited him' to ftay in the pa-
Jace, where he might poffefsall the lux~
. uries of life, without. danger or fatigue,
Kelong, was too much delighted with

the converfation and manner of his.com= = -

_ penion to leave him-abruptly, they there~
fore fat together drinking. wine till late,.
and then retired to reft, when Kelong .
indulged fome very pleafing - refleGtions.
“on the chara&er of his hoft, whofe com-
plaifance and -good humour had been:
kept up to the laft moment; but as he:

~ was amufing himfelf with ideas of the:
‘happinefs of his companion, he was
- ' alarmed
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#larmed by fome dreadfol fcreams which
- hé found- proceeded from the young .
mian’s room; and-which engaged-him to
Mften more attentivelyy when- he heard
the moft difimal groans repeated, and the
followirig words :- ¢ Adas! what an un<
happy wret¢ch T am,- and how lictle does
it fignify that I have riches; when I am
incapable of enjoying them ; my cone
feience accufes me of the greaelt ex-
eeffess- | have indulged my fenfuality at
the expence of ihnocence and truth,
and feel the bitternefs of reproach; my
etimes have planted. anguilh and forrow
~int’ the breafts of many,- “and my extrava-
- ——gangcies s have ncarly confumed my eftate;;
rio wonder then that my. fleep is unquiet
and the night. long- and. wcary’,) The
morning, which gives fpirits’ to the
‘poor wretch to. renew his labeur, only
_offends me. by its brightnefs! O that
"I could but fly from myfelf to fhun the
fecret accufations of confcience! Or
that I could be conftanily engaged in no-
vclty and diffipation ! ‘
E4 Keloag
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Kelong was aftonithed - at- thefe words,
and went to reft a littledefs pleafed with
the fituation of the ftranger than he was
before. 'When the morhing .came, he

was, however, received by his hoft with

the fame complacency and gaiety,.he
helped him as before to what was beft,

and entertained him with the moft plea-

fant ftories he had ever heard. - Kelong

now exprefled a with to go forward on
his journey, at which- the young man
changed' -couriténnnce, and- ufed 'the
greateft perfuafion -he Was- mafter of to
engdge him o ftop a little longer, but ia

vain, Kelong bxd him fareWeIl and left

the palace. - -

Kelong now putfued* His j journey, _and
foon tame upwith a youth-who hed
been running with "great-eagernefs in
- purfuit of ‘butterflies; through the moft

- difficult pathis and tutfings, but’being néar
a hut, where -a talapoin’ lived; ‘they both
went in to get fome refrefhment, when
he crbferved the ‘figure of the ftranger;

, who fccmed quite fpem: with fatigue,
The .
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. hei tabapoiny ki satbof dhat feft; was.
very) clmfitable, and a8 it Was late, in<
vited  thewn -t fay su. the hur el hight,
and prepared them:'a betli- .Kalong, had -
riot beien flaid: dawrifong, before he heard
his: eomppanon wikmd Hin his fleep,: and:
liftenimg > to: “His. wonds, - heard: “him.
fay, r<how long will it be before I (hall
bg chijefmsiadarm of Stam, and before I
fhall weear stlie pagne?” - After this all.
was'quiet,ahdcKelong. fell fafs afleep,
© bt wiatwas his turprife in thé morsing,.
whenthofound: his companion gone, ang .
lobking at the window,. faw him rinting
alotig ‘the-hills. after, a butterfly, which. '
" he'purtlied with udrerhitting alaerity,
©-Kelog after breakfaft, continued his: -
joutsey . to : the. mountains of Cachon,
bug thid artention was again attracted by
amoldiman, who was induftrioufly feek-
ingy o ofmadl , white .pebbles, - which:
hrpuinta a hag, but loaded himfelf for-
mach withithem, that he could fcarcely.
crawl abong.  Kelong was engaged in,
odflefting on whathe faw; thml}é was
- gretoupted by. a man leading a beautiful
SN "Eg fawn
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»_fawn which he careffed very miuch, bue
what was Kelong’s furprife when pre~-
fently he faw him take a knife outof his-
- pocket, and cut his throat, after which
he bewailed over it with the moft piteous
lamentations. ¢« How myfterious,” cri-.
ed Kelong, ¢ are the altions of men!”’
but his attention was now diverted to a-
pale fickly figure who was looking up:
fteadfaftly at the fun. “ Are you not
afraid,” cried Kelong,  of hurting your
eyes by looking fo ftedfaftly at fo bright
an obje&.” I have been endeavouring”
cried the ftranger, ¢ for many weeks to
find a fpot in its difk, but without faccefs.

" Kelong travelled about a mile fur-
ther, when he faw another man, who
was fitting by the fide of a river, mur-
muring-to -himfelf. He enquired what
‘ailed him, when the ftrangerreplied, I am
‘mourning after a fmall piece of filver,
which I have, by accident, let fall among
the fand. ¢ Have you fearched for it,”
cried Kelong. ¢ No,” anfwered the
ftranger, it isin vain, all I have to da
is to complain-of my ill-luck” Kelong
how-




'SIAMESE TALES. N

however perfuaded him to look for it,
which he did for a long time, but without
- fuccefs; but at laft, when he had ncarly
given it over, he picked up a fine pearl,
wcrth a hundred tical, and went away
quite overjoyed with his good fortune. -

Kelong now arrived at the mountain

of Cachon, where his fenfes were regaled

by the moft delightful perfumes, which
came from different parts of it. -The
palace of the genius was all of white
ivory, and a row of beautiful palms were
in the hall. The genius was feated upon
a ‘praffat or throne of rich filk, and be-
fore him afcended a fmall white cloud

from a pot of incenfe, which almoft hid -

him from the fight. Kelong proft:ated
himfelf to the ground, -and prefented
the golden “book 'with many leaves,

¢« Approach, my fon,” cried the genius,
PP y g s

<« you have done well, prepare to receive
the reward your perfeverance in virtue
merits. But fisft,” faid the genius, ‘it is
fit that the myftery of the golden book
with many leaves, fhould be explained.

- At thefe words he opened the clafp,

E 6 when
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when a diftanc foutd of  dnmder wad

~heard. ' *'Read” tried:the genius, ¢ you

will now fee how much! good may be

colleted from the’ common inciderits of

life. - The two young men fithing - thew

you the effects of indonftancy and idles
nefs; the firft negle&ed his fuccefs, and

 loft continually all he gained; and the laft

never catched any  thing, . being. too
indolent to attend to what hP was: about.
Thus it is firen forfeit the bleflings Pro+
vidence defigns.them by, their weaknefs
or perverfenefs.

« The young man-who fo pohtcly in-

 vited you to his houfe, is a ftriking in-

ftance of the melancholy fate to which an
inordinate love of pleafure debafes the
mind. Avoid my fon the .danger, aad

" learn to kmnow .that thereis an end of

peace, when there is an end of virtue.
« The youth purfuing the butterfiies,

 thews the ftrength of human vanity, fuch

g

are the empty purfuits of pride and an+
bition. "
.« The man leadmg the Fa.wn isa pléhmt
of jealoufy. He carefled- his favourife

for
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for atime, byt at laft fe¢ing his qwnt
fhadow fondling it alfo, and taking it for
a reality, cut his throat; equally weak
- amd unfounded s, fomettmcs, thc Jeaitmfy
of men.

«'The fickly ﬁgure who was lookmg to
find a fpot in the fun, is alfo a pi¢ture of
envy. Beware of its baneful influence ;
it debafes the mind, and dc[’croys hap-
pinefs.

« The man at the river fide, who loft
the piece of filver money, and in fearch-

ing for it picke& up a pearl, fhews how )

ungrateful it is to- be difcontented, and
the neceffity and ufefulnefs of exertion
and.perfeverance in misfortune.
¢ Such” cried the genius,  are the
examples you have met with in your
joutney to the mountain of wifdom, con-
tinue to make obfervations on the com-
mon accidents you meet with through
life, and when youare involved in doubt,
feek the explanation in the golden book
wn.th many leaves.”
Nanc-fa feemed very much pleafed
during this ftory, and as he had a great
deal

!
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deal of patural goodlfénfe,.&emecttcfore |

* fake his levity, and attend very ferioufly
to the inftru&ion it afforded. « I wilk
now” cried Soum-kii tell you 2 hu«
morous tale, it is called

A |




SIAMESE TALES, 8.

THE STORY OF

CHING-QUAW,
THE LITTLE _B‘ANDY-LEGGED »TAYLOIé.

qoe

"h

Tuere lived in the city of Bancok, a
little bandy-legg’d taylor, named Chihg-
quaw, who though the beft humoured fel-
lowliving, was unfortunately married to

-an ill-tempered wife whofe whole delight
was in grumbling and fcolding.

It happened that the poor little taylor,
had been for fome time without any work,
fothat he led but a very uncomfortable life.
One evening in particular, he had experi-
enced fuch unhandfome treatment from
his good lady, that he withed himfelf dead

~ an hundred times. * You little ugly dog,
you,” cried fhe in a paffion, * are we to
flarve? What do you do there fitting
in the chimney corner, fucking your
thumbs 2 get up and Trir yousfelf, os PIl
© take
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take the cudgel to you.” <« Iwill, my

" dear,” anfwered the poor little taylor, -
< don’t be in fiich a vioent paffion, if I

hav’nt the work, Icant doi it, have alit-
tle patxeneo, proyzhcnét witl do fome-’
thing for us by and bz » <« Providence I

e

~ cried fhe, '« what are we "do f'or diriner

tomorrow ¢ -Feay.mewsmy dear” re--

turned Chmg’quaw, s have a litcie pa-

tience, and oe'heve me,‘ hat we fHs i‘{ by~

fome chance or Other, I aw- a good “din-

ner’ tomorrow, xf‘ not a me“"f{ff)per to.

25

mght. In thlS manner !lé peor little

taylor : and hls fco]d 'of 4 Wik pallid the
greater part of “the éver{rn ";“fhe fummcr
and frettm wfulé he ‘B trel..blmb 'h“t‘he
corner of tEe £o0m f:fxymrr e’ prayefis |

Ty

' when rei’ently a kndeK was Heard at” t‘he
door.” @ Blefi m “‘*y cr;ezlﬁl poor?it-

th ta,y]pn, WL? § f]u Jumped up}*’l ht!
OB

on'h ' LIe g5, ‘f dé“f', anafee
who.i 137 1 hive
fhalf fxa\;é: '(om;-"“ “bé lugk f‘o zlfght o

Y’ou are a ?o)l ’(’ Crleé) ff]é "% a8d” ai‘
ways will .be,” and; ")tH"tBé’"e wotds’
{he went to opén th«. aoo{, Yilien W4

from

7

“’ “xl?o’non %\ie£ . 7
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from the Bazar,. or'markeét .place; put a
fine fith inte her hands. ¢ O dear' hott
band,” cried: ke, « look heré; we have
got fomething good to ecat.” ¢ I told
youfo,” anfwered the little taylos, 41
told you :providence would take cave-of
us.”  So. youdid, tiiy dear,’ cried i€,
¢¢and what fay you now, to. have it for
fupper?” <« With all my heart,”  ant
fwered Ching-quaw, fo' down  they- far,

_ and not having had fo dehcxdus«a repa‘ﬁ
for fometime,.almoft eat it up. -

. The next night however all the ﬁﬂ'}
was gone, and - the' poor” little - tayfor‘é
ill-patured - wifé - began' -to eold ! hith
again vcry heartily. . -« Stopa httle,«nhy‘
dear,” fald Re, < temember the fith: ”zHe -
had hardly fpoke. thefe words; : wheri‘a
knock was. -heard at the doot, dnd:th?
" fame mah, ‘put into Chin-quaw’s hand}

fome very fihe lobftets, and without 'afi
ingy to. b rpaid for: ehiem:went atwiyp}
«Blefs me,. .y dear,”. ‘cried ‘the little
taylor to his Wife,' <« fee what providencg
has done for.us ?*’ e Well » crrcd%e,
ey ﬁncé
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fince itis fo, let-us-ferdown and make &

goad fupper, in fhort,.the continued itra -

very good humour 6ll- ailthe lobftery
were gone; and fourld'no work come i
when (he begait as ufuat upbraiding het
poor-hufband, and called him many-op:

probious: mames, till litte' Ghing-quaw
. reéminded- her; that:it was about the time
- of- the Bazar-mat’s coming, when fure
“eroughi, as ufual he came to the dooty

and as they wert fpeaking;- put into her
hands a bag of "rice; and a few dry cadi:

_*“What!” cried the, looking at them
- with contempt; Go-back, if you pleafe;

and bring"me a nice finall turtle.”” Upon

which the man took back the rice and®

cadi; and went his way. ¢ Well, cried'
little Ching-quaw,, When fhe” came in;-
“ what. have you- got, my dear?”
« Whiyy the raf¢al,” cried fthe, . ¢ had-the’

- infolence to-bring me a littlé rice and‘a

few fmall: fith,. bus I fent him away: widh-
aflea in'his ear.” At thefe words e
poor little-taylor turned as pale.as aflies:
«My dear,” faidhe, ¢ what have youw

done ? how could you be fo ungrateful »”*"
" * Why,.
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* Why, you-foel, you,” cried fhe; ¢ E
tell.you he is goneto gct me-a-nice- fmall:
turtle,”

Poar little chmg—quaw and~ his ifl--
tcmpcrcd wife fat above two hours fha~
king their- knees, waiting for the bazar--
man’s. returh, but he never came anyy
more, when-at laft the poer little taylor,-
thus remonftrated with his wife,, « My
dear, this fhould' learn us to- be. content,.
and to accept the bleflings providéncer
beftows 3 nay, even to: be fatisfied with
what fhe fends, though it may not be ex-
altly what we like; a litde dry fith

would have been Better- than nothing s
and who knows, but nexttime we mlght
have had a nice turtle to-boot ; you now

fee the confequence: of murmuring and

i jamtent»

: & There is,"eried Soum-ku, “a very
good leffon in: the ftory of Ching-quaw.-
The Almighty looks with- an: impartial

eye upon his children, and providence:
attends. more faithfully tos the wants of

the poor than fortune does to the rich;-

- the frequently deferts them, and. leaves

' - her
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hel favourites to -degfading poverty;
buron the poos; providesee from her
bounteous ftore, beftows in the moment
‘of ‘neveflity, etioughttoizomifort 2nd re-
lieve thetti § ¢ isvonly dir heglé® or in-_
gratitude’ that Prevents “hee firiterférenee
forus;~you sl find,” cried the talapo=
inefs, * the fingular power bf p‘mwdence
v dtfplaYed in the fouowmg ftory ‘
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[ ) THE um*ony OF THE .

cT WO YQUNG MERCHANTS

.y e
‘,A._...-i, DO B T R

Two : young merchants lived in the
<ity of Cam-peng, who being léft very
feantily, ‘coriverted-théir listletmoney into
“merchandizes, butfound th¢mfelves pof-
{efled of -only -ane pearl d-piece; with
this little fock, . they hewever ventured
to: fet ‘qut.in:the wprld, , the elder mer~
<hant Was:named Napg-fou; figrifying &
{ubtle'mind, he: was veky: caréful-and in=

- diftigus, “bue astful,. fhfpicions-and cox
vetows:s. the younger,. whofe -name - was
Nang:fi ar geitls mind,: was: operi and
generoys,: anit trufted :mote to < provis
sentd fior his fuccefs  thanhi§ awn- ma=
nmagement. .’ Nang-fou was 2 well made
young mah, but_il-favoured.: - Nang+f
had~ a: gentle wmmng manner, with g

. VTR 1
I 3 s HEL ﬁne y
- oy e e v . P .
; { 41 M . e TR .
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- #inely ‘proportioned form, and a comtc-

enance full of tendernefs and.expreffion.
The two'young merchants having.ta-
“ken deave of ‘Cam-peng, travelled ‘into
:Me-tac, where they went to the Bazar, or
‘,pubhc market ‘plaee, and having hired
a fhop of another merchant, expofed

: tﬁcirtwwpeaﬁs'to?falc. It*was not many -

hours before a meor ftopt to look -at
4hem, and afked Nang-fi the price.

¢ Mine,” cried Nang-fou, s a pearl of

sgreat worth, fit for the king of Siam him-
felf,” < How much do you afk for it ?”

-cried the moor; ¢ Nothinglefs,” cried

the than a thoufand fical:’ "« Give me
the pearl,” cried the mvor, ‘there is
the money,” telling it out. After xhis the
moor went his way, and feft him much
delighted with his good fortune. < Why
did not you,” cried he to Nang-fi « fhew
your pearl alfo? you fee how well I have
bargained for 4mine, which was not
‘worth a twcrmeth part of what he has
given for it.” . <« Well, never mind,”
cried I\ang~ﬁ, « perhaps my poor peasl
wxn bnng me fomething yet, If I am-
unfortnnate

L —*“‘
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snfortunate to. day, I may.not be fo:to-
© Anorrow.”

The next day Nang-"fou ‘bought
fome more merchandize, and they
travelled -together to the city of Siam,
where he .difpofed of them to -great ad-
‘vantage, but poor Nang-fi’s pearl ftill re-
. mained.on his.hands, as nobody .cared to

-purchafe -it, after being attratted by the
ibeautiful merchandize his.companion dif-
‘played.:« Well,”.cried Nang-fou, as they

wese fhutting up their fhop, * Whar do
- you think now ? is it not Jeetter to ufe our -
.own ingenuity and care, than to truft te
-chance ? you might have obtained as
gadd a price .as I did, :if youthad mot
ibeen fo ferupulous.” <« Never mind,” re-
~turned Nang-fi, « perhaps I fhall have
better luck to-morrow, and without afk-
ing twenty times as much as my peard
is worth.” Nang-fi would very gladly
havc quitted his brother merchant after
“what had happened, had he not been un-
. der obligations to him for fome little
imoney he had lent him, which he was
vnable to difcharge, ¢ Alas!” cried
poor
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) poor.Nang,uﬁ,v“. ‘how wretchccla fituation.

is it to be entangled with a bad mant©,

- God; in the. goodnefs of chy provxdence,

- fet me free.

. 'Pbe next day as Nang- fcu was buﬁed
in’ feHing his wares, a lady came into: the
thop, and after havihg turned over a
great number of things, ' and purchafing

feveral, was juft going away, when the

caft, her eyeson Nang-fi, and feeinghim

ftand wery thoughtful and didconfelate,,

afked. him-‘in.-a brifk tone, what he had
to:mfpoﬁ: of? < Only one fimall pearl,”™ ’

" cried e, fhewing it to her. < Dear me,”:

anfwered the lady,. ©what a beauty it is, it
is~ only fir foriithd. privaafs -of $iam, no

doubt. but the -price of -izis mrwy high.”

Nang-Tou was all 'this #ime meking figns
te his brother merchant. to alk her- 2

&aod price,- but he difdeined ta ufe fuch

means for fuccefs, and replied “that it

. was:but ‘a.very .common pearl, men-

tioning the number of tiqal-it was. wosth.
« with;”cried thetady, < [ had- notparted
with al oy 'money,’ E diink 1 a¢ver faw
Buchoa beauty. m oy dife, I am q'g;it_c in

PURE I love =
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love withit,” . ‘Nang-fi, fecing the lady
fo-much delighted with the pearl, would
fain have made her take it away, and have
trufted her for payment, but that the re~’
fufed. ¢ You are. very good, fir,” re~
turned fhe, - but pray tell me before I

go, have you. nothing -elfe -to fell?”
< No, madam,” crieq Nang-fi, «] fet.

up with . this pearl, and no one has yet

afked ‘the - price, of it except ' yourfelfy

but my ‘companion has met " with better

luck.” - ¢« And' pray what did he fet
up with?” cried the lady. « A fingle
“pearl alfo’. returned Nang-fi. - After
this, converfatign, the lady-having eyed
him very particulasly, went away, and -
left them in doubt who fhe could be,.
when Nang-fou repeated his contempt.
for his companion’s manner of dealing,
and told him he would never do a any thmg, '
for himfelf while he lived. :

At night after the thop was ﬂlut up, =

Nang-fo.u went as ufual to-walk, and left
-his brother mercham: at homc, who fcated
 himfelf at the door to enjoy the pleafant-
nefs of the evening, when an old eu-

F nuch
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nuch, who had - paﬁéd backwards and
forwatds feveral times, afked his’ name,
of which he was no fooner informed, than

- he faid, ¢ then it is you that I want,

you muft follow me,. and bring along .
with you the peatl you have to fell.”
Nang-fi, who was-overjoyed at this news,
run immediately in doors, -and having
found the pearl, fet-out with the eunuch,
who led him through a great number of

- bye-ways, till he was wery much .aftaid

to-go any furthers at laft, however, they -

‘came to a portal where the eunuch went

m, and having firft blindfolded Nang-fj,
tock hold of lis hand, and led him that
way for fome time, till they ftopt, and
the handkerchief being taken off his
face, he found himfelf in a magnificent

_room. A beautiful young lady was feated

on a velyet cufhion, furfounded by fe-
male {laves, whe were playing on all man-
ner of fweet inftruments, and-finging to

~ amufe her; when Nang-fi entered, they

all flopt at -once, and filence continued
until the lady fpoke, ¢ Young mer-
chant” cried fhe, « I am the fame perfon
: - . whom -
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* ‘whom you faw at your fhop this morning,
and am fo very 'much charmed with
your politenefs and good-nature, that I
with'very much to be better acquatnited
with you; moreover,” faid fhe, « I am
- the daughter of the: mandatin Ling-po,
who has lately been commanded by the
“king of Siam, “to find a fit perfon to fuc-
ceed him inhis office, my father being very
aged and infirm.  Happening this motn-
ing to mentxonmy adventure at‘your fhop, -
he made me relate the ‘particulars, and
was fo much pleafed with your honefty
and good nature, that he defired me to
fend for you privately.’s ‘Nang-fi was
fo confounded at firft, that he was
' unable to make any anfwer,-and only pro-

ftrated himfelf before her, till the raifed .

him with her own hand, aud matle him
fit near her on a mat placed on pur-
* -pofe for him. = It was not long before the
fnandarjn came ih with the king him-
felf, who was difguifed that he might not
be known. < Sir,” cried the lady to her
father, “this is the young man whole
— " Fa2 whole
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'who fortune confifts of only one nglc\
pear -and who would fo willingly have
trufted me with it this morning,” Nang-
fi only bowed his head in filence, when
the king ardered the attendants. to bring
a purple robe, which he put on his
ﬁmulders with his. own hands. ¢ Young
man,” cried he, ¢ one poor ﬁnglc pearl
has raifed you to the hlghcﬁ office in
the gift of the king of Giam; you are
now a mandarm of the firfl ordes;, and
muﬁ attend on me only.”

Much as Nang-fi was tranfpbrtcd with
his goed fortune, he was_not “forgetful
of the providence on which he hadfo con-
 ftantly depended, but breathed a filent
prayer of: gratitude to heaven, as they
led him to‘ the divan, which was full of
people:” wherc the king prefently ap-
peared dreft in a veft of beautiful bro-
caded fattin: «I come, my people,”
faid he, ¢ to prefent to you a young man
~ for your minifter, whofe heart is uncor-
rupt; fuch a one is moft likely to make
- you happy, and is only worthy to fuc-
ceed the good Ling-po. Enquire not
o into

e
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into his birth, nor who'ke is; the man

- of integrity in all fituations deferves ho-

nour and promotion.” Every one was
filent while the king fpoke, but he had
no fooner concluded, than they rufhed
forward to fee the young Nang-fi, who
bowed with complaifance to every body,
and accépted the office beftowed on him,
with becoming modefty and hefitation.
The new mandarin had beenbutathort
tim&tin his new office .before he pub-
lithed an edi&, that all petfons, however
poer or abje&, who withed to prefer their
complaints to him, fhould be heard on a -
certain day, when, if aggrleved he would
redrefs them, -
 The day being: arrlved the hall was:
very much crouded, when the decifions -
made by the new mandarin appeared fo
good and juft, that he began already to:
be beloved by the people. - Amongfk
others who attended, was a poor ‘man,’
whofe face he thought he had feen before. .
«] come, great fir,” cried ke, ‘* to pro«
fer -a charge againft a merchant, who:
fome weeks fince fold me a pearl for a»
Lo ‘4 F3 thou-
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thoufand tical,, which price he petfuaded:- -

me was confiderably under the real value;

but 1 was over-reached very much, for

‘when. I offered.it for. fale, I was told
it was worth nothing at all, and have had
it by me ever fince.” “«:And- where is
this merchant,” cried Nang-fi, « he is-
here fir, in the court,”’anfwgred the moor,.
pointing to Nang-fou,. who ftood in the

throng. ¢« And what has been the con=- -

fequence,” cried the mandarin, < of this
act of injuftice.” ¢ It has been my.ruin,”
réturned the moor, “for my. creditors
have come upon me all at once, and
having no.money to give them, they are
now going to carry me to prifon.” < And
are you the metchdnt that bas done this,”
"cried Nang-6i to his brother merchant,
who did not know. him in the fumptuous.
apparel in which he appeared. ¢ deny.
the chargc, .cried Nang-fou; «T never.
faw this man’s face before; he isa per—
fett ftranger to me.” « Have you. no

witneffes,” cried Nang-fi to the poor

moor, “ No fir,” fatd he, ¢ there was
only a young man in the fhop, at the_
time,
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tine, who was his partner; but I fwears
by Sommona Codom that what I fay-ig
true.” <« That will avail. you nothing;”
eried the- mandarin, ¢ tliere muft be a
witnefs to the frand, or-he muft be fet at

liberty.” .« You fay,” continued he’to

" Nang-fou, * that you never faw this
tmoot’s face before.”  «-Never,” repeats-
ed Nang-fou, ¢ 1 will fwear it.”” « Hold;”
eried the mandarin, « Nang-fou' firft
Jook at ‘me, know that you fee in the
chief mandarin of Siam, the.merchant
Nang-fi:- T am' witnefs againft thee.”
As foon as the merchant knew who it
was, lie-hung-down his head with-(hame
and coafufion, ¢ And were you great
fir,” exclaimed the moor, ¢ his com= -
panion :- alas I remember now your face,
and fhould-have beught your pearl, had
Rot he toldsme it was not worth a fingle
coris.” ,
" The mandarm now turned to Nanga '
ibu  As your crime has been mean and
~ bafe; fo: muft your punithment be ex
emplary: you muft render to this. poor
man aH the'money " you Have procurech
- F4 by
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by your impofition,and et the unjuft learn
this ufeful leffon, that the. injuries they
do ‘to the good and innocent raifes them
- 2 friend in God himfelf: . the very means
. you took to hurt me, have brought me
to glory and honour:- had you not urder-
valued' my poor fingle pearl, it would
not have fallen into the hands of the fair
Sii-pac** < Thus are the. myferies of
- pravidence = explained,” continued.- he;
“ toatt-with impartiality ; al parties are
ftrangers to the, juft Judge.”’ "This then
18 the fentence I pa, all yourill:acquired
property muft be the moor’s, for: there is
attached to ir, while it is in your hands,
the curfe of ill-gotten wealth ; but.-I.re- -
collet I owe youa fmall trifle; ‘which is
Juftly your own, will you be content to
fet out afrefh on the fmall ftock it will
- purchafe, « Moft thankfully,” cried
‘Nang-fou, «I am athamed of my former °
conduét, and will mott readily part with
all I have to make atonement: I have
been unjuft, and deferve all I thall fuffer.”

Lo Sig.t'!ifyring t}_;g beauty of tpaci.xqontb‘. ,
) L “ The
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< The Almlghty,”’ cried the young' ‘man-
darin, ‘pardons- not” dtc repentant ﬁnncr
to thun -and defert him, but to give ‘him
comfort; let the fons of men folow the
great example.” < Go,” faid he, ‘¢ and
Henceforward do as you WouId be done
by: ‘remembér that the blefii ng of God
upon one-fmall peark brought ’\Iang-ﬁ
to honour and prometion.”

* The whole divan fhouted with praife
at the decifion of the new  handarin, even
thofe- who were difpofed to refleé on his
former fituation felt themyfelves awed and
confounded. The fair Sii-pac bluthed-at
the praifé given to him, but it was more
than: ﬁmple approbatxon ‘fhe felt, fhe
loved him; for one day as he was ex-~
preffing - his -gratitude  to the fair authot
of ‘his good -fortune, fhe thus rephied,
« My ‘father adinires your virtues; tell
me, -is there any thing wanting'to com-
‘plete your happinefs that is in my powe -
to grant” < I have already,” cried
Nang-fi, « received too much.” She
made no reply to this languagc, but het

- F 5 . eyes

< a
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eyes told him to afk what h.c pleafed:;;

while he in obferving her. paffion, fele:

his own, and in a little time he added to

 his other good fortune the goﬂ’dﬁon of
the fair Sii+pac;

" Nang-fa looked very: thoughtﬁxl a&ct- '
“Soum-kii had:concluded her ftory, when:
the,, obferving his. difpofition, addrefled
him as follows ;. My.deas young friend, ,

1 perceive your. mind is a foil in which:
‘truth and virrue will readily matures.
cultivation. alone is. wanting:. It de-~
lights me that, I have the -power-to.
amufe you,, but. much more that with.
amufement:] can mix m&ru&xon, which. -
- will make you good and happy in future.
B ’thn firlt I faw you,, I was affured.that
" the gentlenefs. of your. looks proceeded
from a good.heart :. levity may.have o€~
cafionally betrayed, you into fome few
follies, but. your mind is, I am fure, in-
" eapable of encouraging vice: blefs then
your father, by difcarding thofe errors.
which have made him. uneafy, and be
fatisfied that peace and pleafantnefs at=
;:nd only on the virtuous,” Nang-fa.
" bluthed
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Bluthed at this difcourfe, but felt more-
contrition than offence.. « I will to-
morrow,” cried the talapoinefs,  relate-
to yow a flory which will give you-a.
dreadful example of vice.” - When the:
next morning arrived Soum-kii began.

P Tt SN,
s> eQren
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| THE STORY OF |
THE UNJUST MANDAR[N“,
e |

T re mandarin T chi-long had govern-
ed for many years in Siam, under a prince-
who confined himfelf almoft entirely to
the women’s apartment; and by his vo-
. luptuoufnefs and negligence of the affairs.

© of government, fubjeted his people to-
the tyranny of a corrupt minifter. Scarcely
‘apy thing could exceed the burthens.
. barne by the inhabitants of Siam, and the:
grievances they daily fuffered from the
unjuft and cruel Tchi-long,

Among the fervants of the mandarin,.
was a young man named Anvu-rut, which:
fignifies in the Balictongue, a great mind,.
he had rifen from the humble. fituation:

. of a fhepherd to be the chief favourite of

the mandarin,and was diftinguithed by him.
- above all others who attended the court.
Anvu-rut was modeft and unaffuming,.
, aad fo fenfible of the favors which had

S been

na
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been. thewn hinyy that he was conftantly
ready to obey the commands of the fu-

perior who beftowed them. Although he
had received none of .the advantages of

education, he had a natural inclination
to pleafe every one, and to do good to
all ; his heart was inftruéted in the facred

leffons of the Patimouc without having
ever read its pages; the truth had
been imprefled firongly upon his mind
thro’ all the wonders-of nature, and di+
re&ed him' where to bcnd in. adoratlon
to a fupreme being,

. The motive of the mandarin Tchl-- ,
long i chufing the gentle Anvu-rut for
his- cofpanion, could only be guefled at;
fome imagined. it was to acquire 2 cha-

" rafer for liberality, others that he in.
tended him fome real good; but thofe
who knew the mandarin better, conclu+
ded that it was ta¢ make him fo depend-
ant on his will, that he might enforce any
eommands he pleafed; fince he knew he ’
was much too humble to. centradict his
withes, and too- ummbmous o dxi’curb
hls peace. .
, A ﬁ:w
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A few months feemed: to ‘have fixed
Anvurut in the favour of the mandirin;
he confulted him on-every occafion, raifed
him from one dignity- to" another, and

poured fo many: obligations on him, that .

he very foon forgot his birth and former
humble, but happy lot.

‘Fhe heart of Anvu-rut beat for the
firft time with ambition; and pride fwelled .
~ his bofom : the mandarin did not fail to
encourage the fever of his mind,. and to
pour in frefh draughts of the fatal poifon
fo well adapted to his purpofe. Tchix
long wallowed in voluptuoufnefs and
vice, and Anvu-rut:followed to the bams -
quet ;- yet in-the midft-of .all this he was
ot happy; he daily:faw the orphansaad'
the widows little - property- tomn from
fhem to feed the extravagance of the
' 'mandarin; he faw the humble fupplicant
rejeéted with fcorn, and the rich offender

pardoned with impunity ; he-would fome-
times fay to himfelf inra moment of re-
colleion, * are thefe things right;” but
the awe and refpe& he fek for the man-
darm made him view all his aQions thro”

: a falfe
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a falfe medium, and he was only-angry
with himfelf for fufpecting fo. great 2
chara&er. Anvu-rut. could. rot: aoid,
however,. at times enquiring: of himfelf
the caufe of the many favours which had’
been heaped upon him, < Why is it,”
cried he, * that I am fo highly honoured
who was. only an humble fheépherd; ie
muft be thae "Uchi-long has a friendfhip-
" for me, fince his generofity has-no boundss
he may have faults, but no doubt the
malice and envy of his enemies have
exaggerated” them beyond the truth; I
will myfelf try the heart. of the mans
darin the firft occafion that offers, and
judge of him without prejudice. -

It was not long before Anvu-rut.had.
an opportunity to. fulfil his inteations: a
poor, widow had fome years before made
a claim. before the mandarin of fome -
" money which fhe was entitled to by the
death of a relation. Tchi-long had or-
dered the money. to be placed in his trea-
_ fury, and no more was heard’ of the affair
~ till the poor woman made her complaing
to Anvu-rut, who the next time he faw

the



ns SIAMESE TALES.

the mandarin reprefented the whole affair.
s¢ Is it poffible,” cried he, ¢*'that { {hould
have been guilty of fuch negle&? go to
‘my treafury, and get the money immedi-
ately ; it is time the poor woman fhould

have it; -you have obliged me very

much by reminding me of her claim,

which I had forgot.” I amfatisfied,

(cried Anvu-rut, after he had parted from
the mandarin) this man‘is not what the
world reports him ; he is both juft and
generous. Thus artfully had the mandarin
infinuated a falfe charaéter of himfelf into
the mind of Anvu-rut, and catched at the
epportunity of doing onefmalla& of good-
nefs to cover -his future mifchieveous de-
Bgns ; but thefe were not the only means.
he took to make him ready to obey ; he

knew very well that he muft alfo make
him dependant.  Anvu-rut was naturally .

gay, and the fudden change in his fortune
had led him ‘into extravagancies ~that
could noteafily be fupparted. - It was in
thefe moments of-difficulty and embarraffs
ment, that Tchi-long came-to his affift-
ancc, and fupported ‘him-in' all -his ex-
- 0s : tremities.
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tremities -with the greateft apparent
friendfhip. = It ‘is ‘certain ~the mandarin’
felt pleafure in relieving him, ‘fince hé
knew very well it would entangle him
in obligations he could not get ridi
Thus the -unfortuate Anwu-rut becime
every day mare dependant, and tho’ the.
faveurs done him- were never mentioned,
they ftill at times difturbed his repofe;;

- he felt uneafy- a:—h;sﬁ&ueaen,«mdmed__
to-forget it in new feenes of mirth and
riot. At laft vne day the: mandarin fent -
for Ahvu-rut:on bufinefs of tmportance,
¢ there is,”” faid he, *¢ a richamerchant of
the name of Sam-kou lives in this city,
who has affronted  me, it will be a  good
opportunity to feize on his property;
you fhall go and puit :my :commands ‘in -
farce; I have the kmgs permiffion to
put his fignature to the order.” Anvu-rut
filently fubmitted, :but his- heart agin
- afked him, « Is this right,” and he went
very unwillingly to enforce the cammandi
- of the mandarin againft theé metchant,
whom he found to be a very worthy man,
and:that hls anly. faulr.was, that of having
by
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by his induftry acquired too' much wealthy-
“Anyvu-rut now found .it more diffrcule:
than ever to excufe the condué of his-
mafter, and endeavoured emlroiy to dhun:
the enguiry:

Various were the-ats of mjufhcc whick:
fucceeded the one againit the: merchants
The unfortunate Anvu:rut now fuffered:

~ all the anxiety and wretchednefs which a
gocd mind experiences when-dependanton:
a bad man.. The-mandaria impofed on
his fervant: conftantly new offices of ‘in+
humanity and oppreflion; till at length
‘he funk into:melancholy,. and frequently
wandered- to- the plains of Laconcevan-
. where che had formerly lived, to amufe @
difcontented heart. One day he happen-
ed to.dire&tr his walk to-a fhady- grove;
that féémed  madé-’for contemplation.
%O God,” cried he, * relieve me from
whatI now fuffer,and reftore me once more
to povertyand thy favour; let myfituation
_ be again humble, thatI '}na.y'. be happy;
affift me inthy goodnefs, or thyfervant wilt
be unable to extricate himfelf from vice:
- @ fave me for.I walk on the brink of -2
A pee-

9
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precipice.” As Anvu-rut fpoke thefe
words, he obferved an old man walking
towards him with a book -in his handk
~ #¢Son,” cried he as he approached, ¢ par-
“don -my intruding upon you, but yeu
feem unhappy ; the good Somména Co-
dom does not like to fee the countenance
of youth clouded with forrow. © God
loves the fmile of chearfulnefs, and never
mcant other than bleflings to mankind.””.
“ Sire,” returned Anvu-rut, « you have
- Judged; rightly, my: face ohly exprefles
what I feel, an upeafy heart.” - < think,”
<ried the old talapoin, ¢ I can find in this
volume, remedy-for thatwordt of dif- -
eafes: be unreferved with me, tell me the
- caufe of your unhappinefs, and attend to _
. theinftruions of the. facred pages of the -
Patamouc.” Anvu-rut waseafily prevailed
upon to relate his ftorpto the firanger,
who invited him touit with all the: milds
nefs and good-nature of afriend. :
- After Anvu-ret had cencluded, the old
mlapoin atked, if he remembered how -
eafy- and pleafant his. moments pafled, -
when he was'in the humble fituation of
- afhep--
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a fhepherd, and whether he would not be
ready to refign all the honours he had
acquired in the palace’-of theé: mandarin
for the 'peace he had loft, when he an-
fwered “ yes,” ¢ O God,” cried the’
talapoin, ¢ how wenderful is thy pro-
vidence.” ¢ It is forbid,” cried he,

- #¢ that we fhould affociate with the bad,

not only becaufe it offends thee, but be-

mww&%

and mifery.” ¢ I fhould advife you,”

continued the talapoin, .« to fly from
the palace of Tchi-long, and feek in the
barren deferts of Laconcevan, a fuftenance .
among the brute creation, rather than
fuffer a'life of impiety and mifery; but
it is written in the book of providence,

that you are to endure this flavery a little
longer, to bring about’ fome great event

" of ‘which heaven defigns you to-be the

agént: chéar up thy mind ;- obey the
wretched Tchi-longin all his commands,
until they fhall extend to fome a& which

" will fhock thy nature, and make theé

thudder with herror; then and 'not till
then come to thefe woods, you will find
e me
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me here ready to comfort and diret
you.” As Anvu-rut liftened to thefe
words, he thought he obferved fomething
more than mortal in the looks of the
talapoin, and fell proftrate onhis face, cry-
ing out ¢« O father, you have poured
balm into my wounds, but alas what can
fave the wretched Anvu-ruts I am loaded
with debrs and obligations to the man-
~ darin.”, * Afk not,” cried the talapoin;
« what can fave you, look up and feel.”
Anvu-rut felt athamed- at his fears, and.
retiring from the grove promifed to obey
the imftru&tions he had recéived. He
now returned with a heart much lighter
than before, when he was met by-an offi-
- ¢er, who came with a mefiage, that.the
mandarin wanted to fee him, ¢« What
pgw adt of injuftice am I to-execute now,”
csied he to' himfelf, mufing as he went .
along. 'Tchi-long was: at the palace
ready to receive him. < I have fent for
you,” faid he, “on an affair which is
impottant to my happinefs. I happened
fome months.fince to fee by accident in
her garden, the fair Ka-fon, daughter of
.ame-
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a'mandarin of the fourth order; fthe is

beautiful a5 the merning, but difcreer

and modeft. .I have made offers to het
father, which he has rejected with fcorns
but I have thought of an expedient to
make them comply with my wifhes, here
isthe feal of the king of Siam, go dire&ly
to the houfe of the ‘mandarin Sari-bout,
and carry him to prilon, on a ‘charge
-which you fhall exhibit aggintt him, of
imagining the life of the king. T will
find witnefles to fupport your affertions,
which muft convi® himz: either I will
poffefs.the fair Ka-fon, orhe fhall die for
his temerity in refufing to fend her to

the jpalace.” * Anvu-rut ‘expoftulated in -

gentle terms againft fuch an a&t of marii-
feft injuftice, till the mandarin, ‘who

burned with rage at being contradifted,

#id to him, «Wretch! is this thy grati-

tude, doft thou forget how much ‘thou -

art indebted to me, and-that it is in my
power to fend thee to prifon for life; go

“inftantly and execute my commands, and

let me hear no thore of this.,”” - Anvuy-rat
feanng he had gone too.far, bowed, and

promifed
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wpromifed not to offend him again by
difobedience. « I am fatisfied,” ‘cried
the mandarin, .« bring. me the daughter
of Sari-bout, and believe me your friend.”

_ ¢ This,” cried Anvu:rut as he retired,
« is the -coaftant curfe of cowardice and
vice: 1 was more independent when a
poor fhepherd than now. Oh! why
have I made myfelf thus fubje to infult
and oppreffion.””

“Anvu-rut was received by the fair
Ka-fon at the door of her father’s houfe.
« I am come,” faid he, « to enforce the
orders of the king: the ‘mandarin your
father muft go with me.” « Alas fir,”
cried” the lady, * what has he done.”
« He has been guilty,” returned he, * of
treachery ta the king, and has imagined
his death.” « Who is his accuffer,”

~ replied Ka-fon.” I am cried Anvu-rut,”
“ You fir, why he knows you not.”
« No matter,” returned he, <« I fhall
produce my charge againt him in the
divan to-morrow, before the chief man-'
darin.” < Then!” faid the fzir Ka-fon,
“all is over: I fee plainly our ruin is

de-
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defigned. O Sir,how isit? your coun- -

tenance fpeaks tendernefs and compaf-
fion; and yet you are the perjured ac-
cufer of the good Sari-bout.” ¢ Say
np more,” cried he, ¢ you muft alfo fol-
low me to the mandarin.” It was with
difficulty he avoided explaining his whole
heart to the gentle Ka-fon, but the in~
firu@ions of the talapoin prevented him.:

When Anvu-rut returned to the pa-
lace, he informed the mandarin what he
had done.  “ you have atted your part,
well,” cried he, ¢« and if you continue to
be my friend, ,you fhall not fail of bemg
) handfomely rewarded.”

> The. next day Anvu- ;ut vxﬁted the
groves of, Laconqcvan, where he miet the
- fame old talapoin he had feen before. «.Is
am come,” faid he, “to afk your aflift-
ance; a page is already opened in. the
volume-of blood, ‘I am.-called upon by
the - mandarin ‘to give falfe. evidence
agamﬁ the good old Sari-bout for. crimes
which will affect.his life, nor can any
thmg avert the fentcnce, but his rcﬁgn~

.ing
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ing his daughter to the cruel T chi-long,”
« The chapter is full,” returned the tala-
poin,. ¢ and the cruelty of Tchi-long
muft end.” <« 1 am prepared for your
coming,” faid he, « follow me, and afk
no queftions.” Anvu-rut obeyed, and
followed his conduétor, until they came
to a cave in the middle of the grove, in
the midft of which ftood a marble table,
and a burning lamp. The talapoin, after
having wathed his hands, went in, and
toek out of a clofet a fmall gold cheft,
on the top of which was written the word
retribution. ¢ ‘Take this,” cried he,
«and follow the inftru&ions you will
find therein, and all fhall be right.”

‘When Anvu-rut returned home he
opened the little cheft, in which he found
two fmall vials; the one with a label and
infcription, ¢ pour the contents into the
coffee of the mandarin;” the other with
a label and infcription, « this alone can
fave the life of Tchi-long.

The fair Soum-kii now being a little
fatigued, retired to take fome repofe,

G and
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and left Nang-fa to refle¢t on the myfte-
rious ftory fhe had in part related, which
however he was fo eager to hear com-
pleated, that the next evening he begged
her to proceed with the ftory,

“Wtﬁ-o
o

THE
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“@ONTINUATION OF ‘THE STORY
“@F THE UNJUST MANDARIN.

"In-the morning Anvu-rut was careful
to pour the firft vial into the cup, out’
~of which the mandarin took his coffee,
which he drank off without any fufpicion,
and immediately afterwards went to the
divan, ‘attended by Anvu-rut, to whom
he gave fuch inftrutions as could not
fail of .condemning the unfortunate Sari-

~bout.. - :
"It was not long before the officérs -6f
the courtbroughtin the unhappy prifoner,
attended by the fair Ka-fon. The charge
* was now produced againft him by Anvu-
rut, and fupported by the teftimony of
feveral perfons hired by the mandarin.
It was in'vain he declared his innotence:
‘the proofs were eftablithed -againft him,
and the many who knew the chara&er
.of his accufers, {ufpeéted the real caufe
of his profecution, yet they dared not
exprefs their thoughts. He was fenten-

ced to be torn to pieces by elephants.
G2 The
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The unfortunate Ka-fon now followed
her father again to prifon, calling on
heaven to redrefs hisi mJunes, and publicly '
accufing Anvu-rut of perjury. His fted-
faft coolnefs could not however be fha-
ken; he only replied, <« the will of
heaven muft be done.” :

When the divan broke up, Anvu-rut
had orders to bring the wretched Ka-fon
to the mandarin. She had retired to
her father’s houfe, and when he arrived
~ with the officers, exclaimed,  monfter!

what hellilh motive could urge you to
fuch cruelty as you have this day prac-
tifed? Crocodile! why do your looks
“fpeak gentlenefs and mercy, when your
heart is hard as a rock.” Anvu-rut,
who was almoft ready to fink under her
inve&ives, had ftill the prudence to an-
. fwer, « the will of heaven muft be done.”

As foon as Ka-fon was brought into
the prefence of the mandarin, fhe again
launched out againft the author of her
father’s fufferings, <« Rath woman,”
eried Tchi-long, « the mandarin your
father has been jutly condemned to

punifhment,
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punithment, but it is in your power to
fave his life: you are poffeffed of charms
‘which can foften the moft rigorous juf-
tice: I will engage myfelf to obtain par-
don of the king, on condition that you
confent to be the chief favourite of his
mandarin.” ¢ Hold, impious tyrant,”
‘cried the fair Ka-fon, ¢« My father dies
innocent; I will alfo die. Your cruelty,
which has fpread like a peftilence over
Siam, can purfue us no further than the
grave. Tremble then mighty mandarin,
for the curfe of the oppreffed hangs upon
thee, and will plunge thee into hell itfelf.”
The vizir ftarted at thefe words, and
burft into a torrent of rage. * Go,” faid
he to Anvu-rut, < and inftantly bring me
the head of the wretch her father.”
¢ Before I can do that,” cried Anvu-rut
with firmnefs, ¢ thou wilt thyfelf be no
more; for know mandarin thow art poi-
Joned.”

Tchi-long turned pale at thefe words.
<« Gracious heaven,” cried he, ¢ wha
has done this.” ¢ I have,” anfwered
Anvu-rut, ¢ thy crimes have fpread de-

G3 folation
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folation- over thy cbuntry 3 the widow’s.-
heart Kas bled with thy -wrongs ; the or=
phan Has been robbed by thy- injuftice ;.
the virgin has been ravithed from- her:
friends; and’ the inmocent doomed to
fuffer, to gratify thy- licentious ap-
petites ;. but it is time the chapter of thy
injuries {Hould end with thy death and
infamy : joy-and peace returns to Siam.”

«Is it poffible,” cried the aftonifhed
Ka-fon to her- deliverer, ¢ fure thou art
fome good genii; who has thus wonder=
fully wrought the will of heaven: O for-
give me the harfh expreffions- F have
uttered.” -

~“The mandarin now awoke fiom the

Afri'ghtﬁil'ﬁupor inte which the laft words

of Anvu-ruthad thrown him. « Wretch **
cried he, < one fatisfaction ftill is left me;.
and that-is, that thou fhalé die before-
me.”* With thele words he left the room:
in doubt and horror.

‘The greateft phyficians of Siam were
immediately fent for to the affiftance of
the mandarin. The king, as foorras he
kncw his fituation, fent alfo an old tala-

pom»
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poin; who* was greatly: fkilled in the
powcr of magie; but all endeavours were
in vain, the poifon began to-make-a fwift
progrefs to his heart, and he now felt
the horror of his fituation.-

The king, alarmed.at the' ftate of his
chief mandarin, haftened to his palace,
and found him a pitiable objett; he was
at the point of death, and in his agony
fent for the injured Ka-fon and her father,
Anvu.rut;, who had salfo furrendered
himfelf, attended with them: The man--
darin,. affrighted at his. own. confcience,
now confefled his crimes before the king, .
and feemed only defirous to live; thathg
might atone for the paft. Among ather
things he afked the life of ‘Anvu-rut,
whom he acknowledged he had: bafely
injured, by making fo-good a heart fub~-
fervient to his defigns. < I die,” cried
the wretched T'chi-long, ¢ unforgiven by
heaven, and abhorred by men: all'is Ioft,
it is now too late for me to atone,

« No,” cried Anvu-rut, < heaven,.
thio’ juft, is merciful,” and now took the

G4  fecond
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fecond vial from under his robe. ¢ Drink
of this,” faid he, “and live.” All were
aftonithed at the words of the gentle
Anvu-rut; but they were much more
furprifed when they beheld the mandarin
tafte it and revive. The king himfelf
felt awed and confounded. ¢ Deferving
young man,” cried he to Anvurut, < the
favourite of Sommona Codom, thou haft
difcovered to me, that no prince is able
to make his people happy, who is in-
capable of judging of the aétions of his
minifter, or who hides himfelf from their
complaints. It is defigned by heaven,
that thou fhouldeft fupply the place of
the unjuft mandarin, who muft reftore
all he is fraudulently poffefled of, and
fubmit to banithment from Siam.”
¢« The fentence is juft,” cried the man-
darin, ¢ but too mild for the guilty Tchi-
long, rather take the life of thy fervant.”
-The king however fatisfied himfelf with
the fentence he had paffed, he had now
only to give liberty to the poor old Sari-
bout and the young mandarin, as for Ka-
' fon, -
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fon, her tranfpert exceeded all bounds;
when Anvu-rut turning towards her, faid,
« Jovely Ka-fon, I have witneffed with
anxiety your painful fufferings, but cowld
not relieve you, thus my heart beat with
impatience for the time when I might

give pleafure to your breaft, all I afk in
return for faving the life of your fa-

ther is, that you will recompenfe me
“with that love you are fo capable of be-
ftowing. '

The fair Ka-fon bluthed at this requeft,
but her heart dire¢ted her to accept his
love, and it was not long before they for-
got their misfortunes in conjugal hap-
pinefs .

A few days after tranquility was re-
ftored to Siam, Anvu-rut went to the
grove to feek the old talapoin, -but
looked for him in vain; he went to the
cave but found it empty, and was re-
tiring, when he heard a voice ata dif-
tance, and beheld a tall young man
walking towards him in a light blue veft-
-ment, with a white robe, his face was as
fair as the morning, and his eyes were

G s ~ like
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Eike the rays of the fun, in his. hand he
held the facred volume of the patimouc..
“ My fon,” faid ke, ¢ farewelf, my work
1s over. Iam one of thefe genii who

_ attend on earth to affit the weak and

opprefled, and check the power of the
wicked. I affumed. the fhape of the old
talapoin the more eafily to bring about

~what has happened.. I am acquainted

with all that’s paft, eontinue to do goed,.
truft in God, be chearful and content.””
‘With thefe words the genii.difappeared;.
Yeaving Anvu-rut o contemplate the
myfteries of provxdence

« Indeed,” cried Nang-fa, when the
talapoinefs bad concluded her ftory,
« you have fhewed me a melancholy
inftance of the end of vice. I find,”
cried he, « I have miftaken very much-.

- the way to happinefs,.and have negIe&‘cd

many precepts which lead to it; but tell:i -
me, my dear Soum-kii,” eried he, « if
I was in future to change my condudt,
do you think my father would receive me:
to his favour. ¢ He willbe rejoiced,”
criedi
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cried the, ¢ and let me carry the glad
tidings of your refolution.” ¢ Iam al~
moft athamed,” faid he,. to let you go.””
« It is no fhame, ‘“replied fhe, « to
_confefs our faults. [t (hews a noblenefs
of mind to refolve againft our favourite
habits and inclinations, and if you are fin~
cere, you will be fure of the applaufe. of’
the good.” With thefe words fhe took.
his hand, and led him into the prefence
of the mandarin, Sam-fib, ¢« receive,”™
faid the talapoinefs,”” « your fon, he de-
fires to be reftored to your efteem, and is
worthy of it, accept him from my hands.””
The old mandarin. was overjoyed: at shis:
interview, and clafped-his fon' in his arms-
with all the affeCtion of a parent..
Nang-fa now feemed more beautifal
tharr ever, his manners were foftened.
His pride was fupplanted by gentlenefs
and humility, and.his difpofition generous
and humane.. He attended with dili-
gence to the improvement of his under-
ftanding, and his mind fought afier the
wwuths.of religion:  Soum-kii would nowe
G6 have
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have taken her leave of the court.of
Siam, but Nang-fa was much too fond
of her to allow it. He begged that
fhe might be permitted to be with hinr,
-and in the moments when his occupations
- would permit, to continue the Siamefe
Tales, A

END OF THE FIRST PART.

*
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SECOND PART.
o gmm—s

T ue fair Soum-kii refumed her employ
with gaiety and good humour. She had
found from obfervation, that the heart
of Nang-fa was generous and fincere, and
from fo noble a fuperftruéture hoped
much.  “How delightful,” faid the to
him, while he liftened to her precepts, is
the fatisfattion of a virtuous mind, and
how much good refults from the duties
of religion. . How much does modefty
obtain from praife, and by application
what knowledge may we not procure,
prudence is the beft prevention of adver-
fity, and fortitude the only way to extri-
cate us from difficulty, temperance is the
prefervation of health, but humility bet-
ter than them all; in the breaft of humi-
lity all is peace and fatisfaction ; pru-
dence and fortitude are natural to it, even

adverfity, which rankles in the breaft or

the
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the proud, falls like a blunted arrow
from its armour. It teaches that we
are weak inconftant beings, the childrern
of pride and error, and bids us look up
alone to the God of All creation for fup- -
port. Vain are the plans of policy and:
art! Vain the hopes of merit and of
even wifdom herfelf, unlefs the bleffings
of heaven attends. human exersion, yet
let not- man murmur athis infufficiency.
Difcontent is reproaching a providence
ever ready to afford us help, much worfe
ts i, when we receive the bleflings of
comfort from its hands, to be reftlefs and
‘unhappy becaufe they are net exaltly
what we like ; fuch was the difpofitionof -
Radab, whofe hiftory I will now. relate
to you.:

THE
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) THE HISTORY OF

RADAB THE MERCHANT.
T G D9~

Rapas had lived for- many years in
the city of Ban-fac refpected and eftcem-
ed, his little fhop afforded him all the
comforts of life, and he was bleft with a
~virtuous wife, and a2 beautiful imfant;, in

fhort, nobody could appear to be more
happy in cirumftances, yet Radab was
difcontented, he was eontinually concert-.
ing plans to enfarge his fortune in life,
‘and wifhing for fome extraordinary
chance to brimg him riches; at one
moment his mind revolved upon fome
{cheme which fattered him with obtair-
ing the luxuries of life; at another time
it dwelt upon making a voyage to fome
diftant country, where he expe&ed to
meet with gold and diamonds in abun-
- dance, and at -a third he imagined him-

feif
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felf making a rapid progrefs to prefer-

" ment at court. It was in vain reafon

remonftrated, he ftill continued to in-
dulge his favourite thoughts, and his fitu-
ation became daily more irkfome, tHl at
laft he refolved on making a voyage
to the ifland of Ceylon. Radab imagi-
ned that happinefs confifted in riches,
and the being enabled to gratify his in-
clinations ; infenfible to the bleflings he
himfelf enjoyed, he was conftantly pic-
turing to his imagination the charms of
wealth and honour, it was with fuch ideas
that the felf-tormented Radab arofe, and
went to reft,. till one day retiring to the
bath he felt himfelf more heavy than
ufual, the wind blew, the rain defcended
in torrents, and the fky was filled with
dark and ponderous clouds. Radab
‘looked from the window, and beheld
‘the ftorm. < Alas!” cried he, < how

wretched is human exiftence! How

heavy and delightlefs do the hours of the
fon of man pafs! Every thing has the
fame melancholy afpe&t, and one day re-
fembles ancther in dullnefs and infipidity !
o . ' I enjoy
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I enjoy no pleafures; I have.no amufe-
ment; the many cares I meetin bufinefs

- will not allow of them! I am careful

and yetI fear conftantly difappoint-
ment! I have reafon to think my bar-
gain with one perfon will not fucceed,
and that I have been over-reached by
another! My wife is unwell, and may

get worfe! My little infant too, has

many troubles to go through, fhe will

hardly efcape the plague, or wtll be cut”

off, perhaps in the flower of riper age
by a malignant fever.” Such were the
melancholy refleCtions of Radab the
" merchant, when there appeared before
him a young ftranger, dreft in white,
with a blue girdic round his waift, his

face was mild, and his manners gentle,

and compofed, but his eyes feemed to
fhed the rays of wifdom and truth.
« Radab,” faid he, ¢ how ungrateful is
it to complain, art thou not" enriched
with a fufficiency which never fails thee ?
haft thou not a kind companion to thy

bofom ? Art not thou not blefled with a-

beau-
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Beautiful infait, and numberlefs others.
favours of providence? And yet ars
thou difcontented; thou art difheartened
at the common accidents of life, which
now and then run crofs ; - thou art peevith
at trifles, and difmayed. with difficulties;
which thy faith ought to teach thee to re=
move; a gloom of diffatisfattion is
fpread over' thy countenance, inftead of
the chearful fimile of gratitude ; and thou
murmureft when thy duty demands re<

fignation; thou forgeteft the multituds -
of good things thou enjoyeft, and like

one who looketh through a eonvex mir-
ror, thy difippointments are enlarged;
and made greater than they really are;
But it is the evil genius who thus deceives
thee, who falfely perfuades thee thourast
, Wrctched, and teaches thee to murmur
- againft Beaven; rather await the time
and will of the- Almighty; return to thy
bufinefs; be chearftl and fatisfied.” With
thefe words the genius left Radab, whe
fully fenfible of the: crime he had been
guilty of;. exclaimed, . ¢« Oh God, ceafe

not.
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mot thy bleffings to me,. and" add to
 them, only as thoufeeft fit.”

Radab now returned” to bufinefs amd
went on very well for fome time; he
feemed to enjoy-more-of life, and to
taffe its comforts with a relifh; but this
did not laft long-; a friend'of his returned
from the ifland of €eylon; who had made
a great-deal by his merchandize, and
Radab’s mind was once more difturbed
with new withes to accumulate wealth,
ke checked at-firft the impulfe, but it
returned with greater force, he languithed -
once more  in a melancholy incertitude;
and was- not long-befose he:wifhed to
ramble with' as much eagernefs as ever.
At laft, one day, as he was returning
from the bath, he met the young

ftranger, who had before accofted -him. -

¢« Radab,” faidhe, 1 am. dlefgcnius,
of mankind, the Great Sommona Ce=-
dom has heard thy complaints; follow
thy inclinations; thou-fhalt meet fuccefs
to the utmoft. of thy wifhes.” With
thefe words, the genius difappeared,

- leaving:
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leaving Radab to reflect on what he had
faid ; he, however, was too much pleafed
with the permiffion granted him, and
the promife annexed to it, to hefitate long

what he fhould do; he wentimmediately

to his friend the merchant, and confulted
him about his intended voyage.
Nang-fa, here interrupted the tala-

* poinefs, ¢ No doubt,” cried he, * but

themerchant will be fufficiently punifhed
for his difobedience of the genii’s ad-
vice.,” ¢ You will hear prefently,” re-

* turned Soum-kii, but your anticipa-

tion is very juft, fince to €very inftance
of human error, a punithment is annexed;

" ‘the more fevere, fometimes, becaufe it

thews us, that our moft favoured incli-
nations, {o far from affording us, what we
hoped from them, fupply us only with
frefh caufes of difcontent, and wretched-

nefs; virtue alone is fecure from this

difappointment, as fhe.is contented with
little, fo the advantages fhe receives, al-
ways exceed her expeétations, caufing

in the mind delight and gratitude, ac-

com-~

L e
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companied with a modeft recollettion of
our own unworthinefs of fuch favour,
but you will learn more from the ftory
of Radab, than the moft preceptive
language can convey, therefore,” cried
Soum-kii, I muft requeft your attention
to

THE
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“THE CONTINUATION OF THE
S§TORY OF RADAB THE
MERCHANT.

Rapas laid out the greater pattof
‘his ‘money in ‘merchandize. It was
ot many months after, when he fet
fail from Banfac, *in a fhip bound to the
ifland of Ceylons the mariners were for
five days favoured with fine temperate
awveather, but on the fixth, at noon day,
the fky became darkened all at once, and
-a moft dreadful ftorm came on; Radab
began now to repent his rafhnefs, and
-would gladly have been at Banfac, but
his fears were redoubled, when he be-
held clofe to the fhip, a large black rock,
-on which fhe prefently ftruck, and went
to pieces. Radab had fcarcely time to
afk prote@ion of the Great Deity, before
the force of the waves carried him from
the wreck upon the land, almoft breath-

" lefs and fpent with fatigue. At this mo-
ment the {ky brightened and the fun
~ gilded
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egilded the edge-of the large black cloud
" which- ftill partly hung over the defolate
ifland on which Radab found himfelf caft
away ; he firft looked for the veflel, but
in vain, not a fingle plank was left, nor
. one of his companions faved, he then
looked about him, but.could fee nothing
but a poor uninhabited fpot; .the grafs
and herbage without verdure, and burnt
up, and the trees withered and old. « Q
‘God !” cried he, ¢ how have I offended
thee, that I am left to perith on this bar-
-ren place! Why hadft .not thou rather
deftroyed me in the fhipwreck ?” Ra-
dab, after tiring himielf with thefe com-
plaints, fell in a found (leep, after which
the felt himfelf refrethed and rofe up to
walk. He continued to wander fome-
time, but was more affe¢ted than ever,
when he obferved that the whole ifland
fecemed in the fame terrible ftate of de-
folation, nor was there any other figns of
its ever having been inhabited, except
the bones and fkeletons of animals,

" which lay fcattered on the ground.
Radab
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Radab continued his walk until he
came to the foot of a large rock, where
he found fomething like an entrance.
After examining it more. carefully, he
obferved two folding doors which were
fhut, and a knocker of maffy black metal.
Radab hefitated a moment, but at laft
lifted it up, and it fell from his hand
with a dreadful hollow found, the gates
now opened; not a creature, however,
was feen, which furprized him fo much
that he was almoft afraid to enter. He
recolleéted that he had reproached
heaven by his complaints when he was
caft away, and trembling with his dan-
ger, entreated the deity to forgive and
prote&t him. After this he felt new
life, and boldly pafifed through a long
entry, which was lighted only by one
glimmering lamp at fome diftance, and
at laft came to a flight of fteps all” of
black marble, which he afcended, and
purfued his way through a number of
rooms, hung with old tattered hangings
the furniture in diforder and broken to

| pieces

1
Y .
I
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pieces, and the moft beautiful paintings
defaced and fpoilt. At the end of one of
* thefe apartments was a little door of
highly polithed ebony. Radab ftopt a
moment hefitating whether he fhould
openit; curiofity, however got the bet-
ter of his fears, and he turned the lock,
“when he difcovered at the end of the
Toom, a throne of black velvet, on which
was feated a thin young man with a
crown upon his head, pale and de-
jetted, leaning his face upon his hand,
in a thoughtful attitude, but feeing Ra-
dab enter, he locked up and uttered a
heavy figh. After remaining filent a few
minutes, he addreflfed hith as follows s
¢ Young man, what accident has brought
you to this wretched place ? I have now
been herea hundred. years, and have never
feen a human creature all that time ! O fly
from the horrors of this gloomy place !
and leave me to my forrows.” Radab,
trembling, related the circumftance of
- his being calt away on the ifland, and
was exprefling his aftonithment at “what
' H he
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he had feen, when the king of the defo-
late ifland took him by the hand, and
burft into tears, « You are, no doubt,”
cried he, « furprifed at the appearance
of every thing sbout you; but you =
would be much more fo, were you to
hear the melanchely hiftory of the un-
happy wretch you fee before yous fit
down, and take fome refrefhment, after
which I will relate my misfortpnes.” Ra-

dab could not at firft irhagine how re-

frefhmeat could be procured ia a place
fo barren and wretched, till the king
ftampt with his foot, when a table, filled
with the greateft delicacies came out of

‘¢he ground ; « Come,” cried the king,

« tafte of this banquet, it is the mof de-
licious in the world, and is prefented be-

“fore me every day; it is tome only, that

it is taftelefs and infipid.” Radab eat

- very heartily of the fruit, which was the

moft delightful he had - ever met with,
but he was very much aftonithed to fee
the king of the defolate. ifland put away
every thing he himfelf touched with
difguft.

Radab
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Radab was no fooner refrethed, than
he took care to remind the king of the
defolate ifland of his promife, who, after
looking for fome time ftedfaftly on the
ground, and uttering a deep figh, began
as follows : )

- i oDIRD It e
B cqnl ]
oo Preee

"Hz = THE



Y SIAMESE TALES

“THE HISTORY OF
THES-MA,
“THE KING OP THE DESOLATE ISLAN®. ~

.
o o, — o

« My father,” cried the unhappy king,
¢« was named Ka-fab, which fignifies
in the Balic tongue, the clear light; he
was a fancrat of the firft order, and
preached the pure principles of the Siam-
efe religion in a retired fpot on this
ifland, which was then the moft beauti-
ful place in the W]\Sle world. The bar-

T ren_fands s you now behold were once rich

vallies, ftanding thick with corn, inter-
mixed with the moft beautiful vineyards,
vThe air was then regaled with the
delightful fragrance of the orange, the
pine, and the cinnamon; while the pa-

B roquet, the Java fparrow, and the lawrey

fpread’ their gay plumage on the trees.
Nature had bleft the inhabitants of Pulo-
fang with her moft luxunant ftores, and

heaven
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heaven had beftowed on them a-mild and
avirtuous king, Youwill foon hear how

this delightful harmoeny was deftroyedy
You behold in me; the wretched author

of fo melancholy a change; the crimes
of one detefted wretch, have fpread defo-

lation. through. the fertile iﬂand of Pulo-

fang,

*. Whenlwas very young, my father care-
fully inculeated into my mind the leffons of
Sommona Codom,.to which I have fre~

quently liftened with delight and rapturey
happy had it now been for me, had k

continued to follow the leffons of the vi-

nac, but alas! a fatal curiofity foon de<

firoyed the innocence of my heart,, and

when T once became acquainted with -
~ viee, mifery foon followed,

There is near this ifland, a fmaller one
called Puloconfo, or the ifland of magi-
cians, which fortunately you have ef-
caped, for had you been caft away upon
it, you had, perhaps, met with my fate.
" My father conftantly checked my ens,
quiries about the fmall ifland, the paf-
fage to which was dry at low water, and

H3 ~ forbad
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. forbad me to pafs over. He informed

ime it was the refidence of the evil genii
Mal-mouc, who was always bufy to lead
the children of ‘men into etror and vice,
and told me if ever I felt tempted to crofs
over, I muft refift the inclination in the
firft moment. 1 was fufficiently fright-
ened at what he faid, to attend for feveral
years to his advice; butalas! the time
Was now arrived, when my-father was to
Kave meto myfelf; he was very aged,
and - felt the fwift approach of death,
when he ealled mé to him, and put into
my hands a fcroll compofed of a golden

. leaf. Thef-ma (faid he), when I'am no -

more, open this facred leaf, it is written.
by the great Sommona Codom himfelf,
it will inftru& you in all fituations, and
in the moment of temptation and danger,
will, if attended to,be your protetion,even
fhould the ‘powerful genii Mal-mouc fe-
duce you by his enchantment to error; it
will, on your opening one of the folds, in-
ftruct youto avoid the power of magic,and,
by its tahfmamc virtue, can prote@ you

' agamﬂ:,
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againtt force and violence ; keep it con-
fantly about your perfon, and may the
great Sommona Codom _blefs you; witlht
thefe words he departed.
.~ Iremained fome time after my father’s
~ death, happy in folitude, and- arofe every
morning with a light and chearful heart,
“to adore the goodnefs of the creator;
my mind was a ftranger to the pride and
- vanities of the world. I vifited the city
of Pulo-fang, but it was only now and
then, and I always returned to folitude
with delight, to enjoy the pleafures of
peace and retirement, till one wretched
day, I direted my fteps towards the
~ fea fhore, and a fatal curiofity made me
contemplate the fmall ifland on the other
fide, which feemed the moft beautiful
placeI had ever feen. As I was looking
about me, I obferved an old man fith-
ing in a balon or boat, clofe to the
fhore, laughing very heartily to himfelf-
I was very curious to know the caufe of
his extraordinary mitth, which I found
proceeded from his fport. - He was fith-
' 'mg for a fmall filver fith, frequent in

 Ha thefe
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thefe feas, and as foon. as he caught one
of them, fell into a violent fit of laughter.
It was not many minutes before he per-
ceived me, when.he fell into another fit,
and rowing the boat. afhore, made figns-
formeto enter. I hefitated at firft, but
curiofity and the old man’s good humour
gotthe better of my fears, I had no foonert
entered the balon, than he fet to rowing as
hard as he could, though without{peaking
aword he laughed more heartily thanever,

1 grew very uneafy at this behaviour,and

begged he would land me on the ifland
again, but he only continued his laughter.
At laft I grew fo enraged, that I attempt-
ed to throw him overboard, but found
he was fixed immovable to the feat, fo
that he only ridiculed my exertions. I
would now have jumped overboard my-
felf, but I found my feet faftened to the
boat; I was juft going to look at the fa-
cred fcroll, when he landed at the fmall
ifland, and I found myfelf impelled by the
power of magic to follow him; we at
length came to a palace of black marble,

where we eutered, and afcended aflight =

of
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of ftone fteps, to alarge room filled with
a great number of lights; where feveral
young men were feated at atable drink<
ing wine ; and finging lafcivious fongs ;
one of them arofe on my entering, and
made me fit down next him, Thef-ma,
(faid he), you are welcome to the palace
of the genii Mal-mouc, to whom all the
riches, honours, and the pleafures of life
belong; how long haft thou been thut
from enjoyment in the ifland of Pulo-
fang? He now filled me a goblet of
wine, and after making me drink, led me
to a magnificent room, in the middle of
 which was a bath, whofe waters exhaled
the moft delightful perfume. A number
of fofas were placed round it, on which
were laid the moft fumptuous apparel.
You muft bathe yourfelf here, cried he,
and then I will thew you the wonders of
the palace. He now left me attended
by a fervant, who dreft me in a veft of
filver embroidery, and proftrating him-
felf, exclaimed, long live Thef-ma, the
favourite of the genii Mal-mouc, for
whom honour and preferment is defigneds
H The
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The young ftranger now returned, and
conveyed me to another room, the fides
of which were filled with ingots of gold
and filver bars, a large coffer in the mid-
dle was filled with the fineft diamonds
ever feen, and feveral others contained
pearls, emeralds, rubies, and amethyfts.
A black eunuch ftood at the entrance,
whobowed to me continually,and repeated
long live Thef-ma, the favourite of the
genius Mal-mouc, for whom the riches of
the earth are defigned! After letting me
contemplate for a few minutes the won-
ders of this place, he led me to another
apartment, in which were a hundred beau-
tiful females, dreft in the gayeft attire ; one
of them more beautiful than the reft, met -
me at the door, and invited me to enter,
when they threw over me the fweeteft

‘effences, and prefented me nofegays of

flowers. She who had firft noticed me, .
led sme to a fofa, where I was hardly
feated, when | heard a found of voices,
and four young women entered the
room bearing a palanquin, on which -

~ lay 2 beautful female, with a chaplet of

rofes
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- fofes on her head, and a filken pagne of
light blue embroidered with gold, about
her waift: but I' had hardly gazed
on her a moment, when they pafied on to
anl innet apartment, and one of the fe-
thales returned, faying, the fair Achama-
fouri invites the ftranger Thef-ma to
. partake with her, the pleafures of the
banquet. I immediately obeyed, for
during all this time I had no opportu-
nity of confulting the magic {croll.
When I entered, T found the beautiful
Achama-fouri feated at a table; fhe
fmiled at my approach, and I felt un-
fpeakable rapture, when fhe invited me
to fit next her, but when fhe took my
hand, I became infen(ible to any fenfation
but lovc\; the difcourfed with me on my' ,
former fituation, my banithment from
all that fweetens life, and how much bet- -
ter my mind was fuited to love than fo-
licude ; fhe filled me the goblet, at inters
vals, and I became drunk with wine and
pleafure. While we were enjoying our—
felves, an invifible hand placed on the ta-
blea difh, which containeda human head
He - fevered
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vered from the body, covered with blood.
I trembled at the fight, and the enchan-
trefs feemed equally uneafy, and endea-
voured to divert my attention from it as
much as poffible, however in a few mi-
nutes it difappeared, when fhe refumed
her gaity. I took an opportunity while
Achama-fouri was finging, to look at.
the fcroll, when I beheld, in large letters,.
the word difcretion, and underneath the
. following fentence : - :

¢ Fly from the power of temptation.” -

¥ had almoft refolved to quit the ban-
~ quet,when the enchantrefs who difcovered
the magic feroll fhatched it from myhand.
« ‘I'hes-ma,” cried fhe,  the favoﬁritc\
of the genii Mal-mouc, for whom the
greateft “beauty of the earth is defigned,
know that this fatal fcroll alone pre-
vents all the pleafure the genius defigns
you. It is not permitted to me to deftroy
it without your confent, but at any rate’™
cried the, ¢ Fet me tear off thefe words
from the top.” I hefitated at herrequeft,
when fhe appeared quite chagrined and
~ difcon~
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difconfolate, and put the fcroll into my
hand, faying, * alas, I perceive you do
not love me, this fatal fcroll will not
permit me to detain you any longer,
adieu, Achama-fouri refigns her power.”
I felt only more enraptured at this dif-
courfe, andintreated fhe would not judge
fo hardly of me. ¢« To convince you,”
faid I, « how much power the charms of
the fair.Achama-fouri have over Thes-
ma, take the fcroll, and tear off the words
which offend you.” Her countenance
brightened at thefe words, and the tore
-off the word difcretion, and the fentence .
« Fly from the power of temptation.”
After this, my mind felt very much re-
lieved, and I prefently loft all recollection,
of my fears. - After pafling feveral hours
with the fair Achama-fouri, I enquired of
her by what means I might attain all
that the genii promifed. ‘¢ You muft
follow me” cried the beautiful enchan-
trefs, ¢ and be filent.” = She ‘now took
acandle in her hand, and led me to an
“inner room, the door of which was made
of brafs, the opened it, and I followed
' into,
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into aliftle room, in the middle of whict

-was a brazen ftatute, on a pedeftal ; two

Jarge brafs candlefticks, and two incenfe
pots ftood before it, from which white
columns of fmoke afcended. The ftatue,
as I advanced, nodded its head, and [
trembled with fear, for the enchantrefs had
left me to myfelf, and I knew not what
to do; at laft the ftatute, fpoke as fol-
lows: ¢« Son of Ka-fab, the will of
Mal-mouc is fubfervient to thy withes,
fpeak thy mind. <« Tell me, I befeech
thee,” cried I, « how I may attain the
chief honours i the ifland of Pulo-fang.”
« It is enough,” cried the ftatue,  you
have only to tear from the magic fcrolt
the word humility, and caft it into the

" pot of burning incenfe, and then to with

yourfelf at home.” I obeyed the in-
ftrudtions given me, and in a moment
found myfelf; ot at my cave, but in the
ftreets of the capital city of Pulo-fang,

~ dreft iti the habit of a talapoin. - I began

now to fufpect all that had paffed was a
dream, when I was met by one of the
officers of the court, * fon of Ka-fab,”

eried
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eried he, « I have been feeking you; the
mandarin Mapak who knew your father’s
wifdom and worth, is defirous of mxﬁng -
you to honour and diftintion, you muft
come with me.” I hafteped to the divan,
and faw the chief mandarin, who con-
firmed what the officer had told me. I
was immediately dreft in a rich brocaded
robe, and invefted in all the dignitics
of a mandarin of the third order. I
began now to think the genii would
faithfully perform his promife, and my
heart became elated with the profpe&t
before me. Each day feemed to eftablith
me the more in the favour of the manda-
rins, and each night increafed my ambi-
tious hopes. Mapak had a daughter
called Jedi-ka, or young diamond, who
was fairer than the morning, and gentle
as the lamb which feeds on the plains of
Lacencevan; but at this time pleafure
alone engaged the. thoughts of Thes-ma,
vy feraglio confifted of the greateft beau-
ties of the ifland. 1 gave fumptuous ban-
quets and entertainments, and wallowed
- in voluptuoufnefs and diffipation. The
- word
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word difcretion had been torn from the
feroll, and I felt no pain from reflection.
This way of living could. not, however,
laft long, my debts increafed toan alarm-
ing degree, and I was threatened with
imprifonment. Tnmy anxietyy I withed
to be at the.ifland of the Magicians, and
found myfelf before the brazen ftatue..
1 explained my fituation, when I received
for anfwer, <« Tear the word honefty
from the magic {croll,returnto Pulo-fang,

and truft to the inventions thy mind fug-

gefts.” I prefently underftood the in~
terpretation of thefe words, and withing
myfelf at home, went to the treafury,
from whence I took as much as I wanted.
" As I was under-treafurer, I-was not in -
the leaft fufpeted, the good old manda-
rin left every thing to e, and would
hear nothing to my prejudice; at laft the
king demanded an account of the monies
which had been exhaufted in the laft’
three years, when I was called upon by
the chief mandarin to render an account,
I offered inftantly to execute his com-
mands, but as it happened to be ‘a day
of
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of general feftivity, he would not permit
it till a future time, In my agitation of
mind, I withed to be at Pulo-confo, and
thutting my eyes, found myfelf, when I
opened them again in the tetple ‘of the
genii Mal-moue, before the brazen fta--
tue, which I called upon to affit mes
It anfwered, ¢ tear the word gratitude
from the magic feroll, and poifon the
mandarin Ma<pak, "I fhuddered at thefe
words, and I prefently’ found: myfelf
conveyed to the palace of the king of
-Pulo-fang. I looked at the magic fcroll,
and read the following words :

“It is not yet too late to return from error.’™
Happy would it have been for me to have
owned my tranfgreffion, and to have truft-
ed for pardon to the generous Ma-pak,
but my pride and thame would not allow
me, and I came to the horrid refolution
of murdering my benefador; but in my
anxiety, I withed-once more to confult
the genii, for I found I could not bring
myfelf to mix the fatal draught. In a: -
moment I found myfelf before the bra-

/ zen
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zen fatue, « What!” cried the genfi,
s« does Thes-ma faulter ? wretch! if thow
would(t tafte the promifes of Mal-moue,
tear the word pity from the magic fcroll,
and throw it into the pot of incenfeat my
feet.” I ftood trembling at this com-
mand, uawilling to obey, till at laft the
flatue lifted his arm in a threatning pof-
ture, and 1 threw the fragment into the
flames; immediately the whole tem-
ple was filled with fire, and a dreadful

‘clap of thunder fhook it to the bafe.

I now found myflf at Pulo-fang and
haftened back to fupper, when I mingled
poifon in the cup of the mandarin, who
was the next day to furnith the account

_ to the king his mafter. Ma-pak drank

my health and expired. 1 immediately
went to the palace and reported the fud-
den death of the mandarin, at which the
king exclaimed, ¢ then what I fufpeéted
is true, and Ma-pak was unworthy of my
love. 1 was pleafed to find the impref-

" fion which was made on the king’s mind

and did not hefitate to infinvate that the
mandarm had poifoned himfelf to avoid an

enquiry
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enquiry into hiscondu ; befides which,
" I reprefented with all the art I could,
that the unhappy Ma-pak had men-
tioned his fears of dete&ion to me, and
that I had frequently advifed him not to
draw forth the large fums he had taken
from the treafury. I fhould have dif-
covered every thing to my royal mafter,”
faid I, « ina few days, and have by me
- a large fum .of money defigned to be
given to a favourite female, but I was
determined to referve it until I could in-
form my mafter of hi¢ perfidy.” « Young
man,” cried the king of Pulo-fang, ‘¢ you
are, I believe, honeft and faithful, and
the father’s virtues are ftill vifible in the
fon, thou only art worthy to fucceed to
the office of thy vemal predeceflfor.” I
" was now nearly arrived to the fammit of
my ambition, and retutned to the palace
of the deceafed mandarin, with an elated
mind, where I found the lovely Jedi-ka
intears. I endeavoured to eonfole her,
but in vain, fhe only regarded me with
a kind of preternatural impreffion of my
guilt; her beauty had, however, inflamed

me,
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me, and the next thing I did was to pro-
je& her ruin. I was well affured fhe
could never love me,. for her heart was
ehgaged to 4 young mandarin of much
worth, and who loved her in return. I
refolved, therefore, to confult the genii
‘Mal-moue, and withing for his prefence,
_ found myfelfat the feet of the brazen fta-
tue, who fpoke thefe words: « The ge~
nii Mal-mouc is thy. friend, but it is the:
enchantrefs Acha-mafouri. who has ‘the
power to beftow on Thes-ma the com--
pletion of his withes,” I now entered the-.
room of the fair enchantrefs, who. I founcE
feated on a. couch -in an elegant. undrefs,
¢ Thes-ma,)’ cried fhe, ¢« I know. thy
will, but at prcfent have not the power-
to grant it, thou mufl firft make thyfelf’
king of Pulo-fang, and the reft fhallf ol-
low.” Pleafed with the {miles and:
friendfhip of the enchantrefs, I enquired.
in what way I could accomplith that de-
fign® < There are a number of the
mandarins” cried. fhe, < difaffeed; you
have only to.liften. to their complaints,
(and ta .proxmfc them redrefs, and. you

will.
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-will find many friends ; you need not fear
of fuccefs, for it.is written in the book of
fate, that Thes-ma fhall be king in
-Pulo-fang.
< Good heaven,” cried Nang-fa, at this
-part of .the hiftory of Radab, ¢ where
will the villainies of the wretched Thes-
mahaveanend.” ¢« Alas,” returned the
sFiir Soum-kii, «it is.difficult to fay where
sthe .crimes of thofe who once permit vice
to take root in their “heart, will ftop.
Difcretion is the guardian of the human
mind and while we trult to her, her
power is 2 magic nothing can deftroy, un-
lefs we forfake her, but,” continued
Soum-kii, ¢ I will proceed to-morrowin
the melancholy hiftory which I have be-
The next day Nang-fa begged of his
inftru@refs toindulge him with

THE
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THE CONTINUATION OF THE
HISTORY OF THES-MA, THE
KING OF THE DESOLATE
ISLAND,

« ELATED with joy,” cried Thes-
ma, ¢ at the words of the enchantrefs, I
withed, and found myfelf at Pulo-fang.
A few days feemed to open to me a
profpect of fuccefs. A difaffe€ted man-
darin offered to put me on the throne of
Pulo-fang, if I would reftore his friends
from difgrace and banithment. I readily
accepted thefe conditions, and he found
means to mingle poifon in the fruit which
came to the table of the king. There was
no fucceffor to the crown, and the unjuft
mandarin, by extolling my virtues,
and reprefenting it as the with of the
deceafed king, managed fo well that
I was fhortly invefted in the regal
dignities. The wretched Jedi-ka alone
negleGted to pay me adulation; ima-
gination prefented me the clue, however,
to bring down her pride and referve ; a

' few
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few months only pafled before I gave or-
ders to the mandarin who had murdered
the king, to imprifon her luver, and find-
ing that neithier my fituation, or my at-
tention availed me any thing, I now pre-
fented to her the confequence of her re-
fitance to my will, but the remained in-
flexible, and only loaded me with the moft
fevere accufations. Asit was the cuftom
in this country never to enquire into the
motives of the fovereign, I ordered her
wahappy lover before me, furrounded by
cunuchs, who were ready, at command,
to pour down his throat the fatal draught.
~ Jedi-ka trembled at firft, atthe engines of
.death prefented to her view, but ftill her
virtne fuftained ber, and fhe refufed to
fbmit to my will. My orders were now

. put in execution, and fhe was conveyed
" tothe feraglio, whither 1 had the bafenefs
vo follow her, and triumph ewver her
mnifery. -~ In my ungenenous exultation,
. 1 feized her in my arms as fhe lay on the
fofa, but found I embraced a lifelefs ftatue. |
Doubting nat but thae it was the effedt
of enchantmént, I withed to be once
’ ‘ more
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more before my guardian genii, ‘and foon
found myfelf in the temple, then I
_ defired -the brazen ftatue to reftore to -
animation the beautiful Jedi-ka, but it
anfwered, there is one word yet left on the
magic fcroll, repentance; to fulfil thy with,
‘it is required that thou fhouldft throw
into the pot of ‘burning incenfe the rem-
’ nant of the magic fcroll ; a thrill of hor-
ror run through my veins at this com-
mand, ‘but rage and difappoiptment
promped me to obey; I threw in the
fcroll, when a blue Aame afcended with
a rumbling noife, the temple fhook,
and the ftatue fet up a hideous howl,
and ‘the good genius Sommona Codom
appeared ‘before me. Unhappy wretch |
cried he, favoured as thou waft with the
precepts of thy holy father, and the
words.-of truth on the fcroll, you have .
impioufly deftroyed ; there is no pardon
for thee! thou haft -thyfelf torn off the
facred word repentance. The -evil genii
to whom thou haft liftened, and whofe
delight is to torment mankind, has the
power to preferve to thee thy being ,
. and
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and thy riches; on thy throne therefore
{halt. thou be fixed for ever; but thy lifé
hall be cutfed !" Infipid and tafteléfs fhall
be thy food ; fleeplefs fhall be thy days’
and nights; ahd, to add to the horrars
of thy fituation, the body of the fair
Jedi-ka and her lover, with the Agpod
mandarin Ma-pak, fhall lie near thee, and
in the ftill feafon of the night, fhall up-
braid thy cruelty; a peftiferous air fhall
encircle this ifland for feven years, which
fhall deftroy every thing that has life,
and all thofe who are prefumptuous
enough to remain on this accurfed fpot ;
thus fhall no living creature come near
thee, nor fhall thy punithment end, un-
til the moment when heaven reftores to
life the innocentJedi-ka, her father and
lover; hence, wretch! and receive the

reward of thy crimes! At thefe words
I found myfelf in this palace, fixed by

~ magic on this throne, where I endure
without intermiffion the fevere pangs of 1"
remorfe, and the upbraidings of the virtu-

ous Jedi-ka, who nightly awakes to uttcr .
» her complamts :

-

1 ‘~‘;’I‘hcA
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‘The king of the defolate ifland now con-

cluded his hiftory, when Radab cafting -

hxs eyes on one fide, beheld the good Je-
dx-ka ftretched on a bier, with - her father
and her lover by her fide, and in the tu-
mult of his heart exclaimed, * curfed
ambition and- miftaken pride!-if thefe

~ ate thy wretched confequences, let Ra-

dab blefs heaven in gratitude, -and. re- )
turn £o Banfac fafe in humility, and bleft .
with the favour of Sommona Codom.” .
As he fpoke thefe words, he obferved

,the following fentence written on the bier.

« The enchantment of thefe bodies will |

not end, till a ftranger who del;ghts in,

humility, fhall fnatch the magic fcroll_,

" from the pot of burning mcenfc, in the .

palace of the genii Mal-mouc.’ Ra- )
dab, whofe heart felt convmccd of the :
love]mcfs of humlhty, after attentively .

" reading the charalters before him, en- -

qmred of the_king of the defolate ifland,

" the way to “the ifland of magicians, of

whch ‘being informed, he haftened to thc_.
fea jhorc, and fallmg on his knees, im-

' plored the proteéhon of heaven; fuddenly )

a bird -
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a bird flew near him, and let fall a ring,
on which he found engraved, the words -
¢ Sommona Codom.” Radab did not
doubt but the ring was poffeffed ofthe ta-
lifmanic power to refift 'niagic, and it be-
ing low water, paffed over to the templeof -
Mal-mouc, when the curfed inlxa’bitants,
with the enchantrefs Acha-mafouri fled’
at his prefence, and he entered unmolefted
the fmall temple, where he faw the bra-
zenftatue. Radab,who had kept unfhaken -
in his virtue, put his hand fearlefsly into
the pot of burning incenfe, and with-
out harm’ he ‘drew‘ forth a remnant of
the magic fcroll on which the ‘word re- -
pentanee was written ; the brazen ftatue
now fell to the ground with a dreadful -
crath; the elements were on fire, the
earth quaked; and in 2 moment the
_ aftonithed Radab found himfelf in the
palace of the king of the defolate ifland; a
. brigh refulgent cloud inftantly defcemded,
and the good genius, Sommona Codom
-appeared, and thus addrefled the trem-
bling Thef-ma. ¢ Thy punithment
is now at an end, and the enchantment
Iz . of
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~ «of thofe you thought'murdcrca,&iffoivcd.
Adore then the ‘providerice which has

preferved thee; for know, the gen-.

tle Jedi-ka difcovered thy defigns to poi-
fon her father, and counteratted its
effetts with a falubrious draught, which

though it could not prevent hith from

being to appearance dead, flill preferved
the vital warmth. till the power of Mal-
mouc thould end, the fame liquid fhe
contrived to mix in the bowl prefented
to her lover, while her own innocence
and virtue were protected by heaven, who
«caufed her to .be changed to the form
of a lifelefs fatue.” * At thefe words
~ Thef-ma fell on his face in wonder and

aftonithment, while Jedi-ka, her father, .
and lover, were reftored from the power

‘of magic, the fame as when they be-
came firlt inchanted. < Go,”’ continued

the genius to-Thef-ma, * and atone for -

what is paft, by the repentance of your
life, and acknowledge the mercy of hea-
ven that would not let the fon of the wor-
thy Ka-fab be loft for ever.
S The
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The good genius now turned to the mer-
chant ; «“Radab, my fon,” cried he, * fince
thou haft virtue and humility enough to
withftand the vanities and temptations
of riches, thy mind is fuited to enjoy
profperity, it will be a blefling to thee ;
return  home - contented : give to the
needy : affift the oppreffed : follow virtue

“and be happy: fo fhall thy reft be a
- fweet flumber, which fhall brmg thee ta

eternal blifs.”

With thefe words the genius difap-
peared, leaving Radab to contemplate
with delight the ways of providence;
but his happinefs was beyond expreffion,
when he found himfelf once more among
his family in the city of Ban-fac.

Nang-fa feemed very much affected wu;h
the hiftory of Thef-ma the king of the
defolate ifland. ¢ I perceive now, (cried

he to the talapoinefs), « the truth of the

precepts -you would inculcate ; there is,
indeed, no happinefs when the heart be- -
comes tainted with. vice.”” ¢ It refem-
bles” returned Soum-kii, “a difeafe
which thh gradual fteps deftroys -and

I 3 waftes
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waftes the body. : Every day brings the

unhappy patient nearer to diffolution As
the ‘body at times feels freth vigour, and
fhort intervals of health, fo does the
mind habituated to vice, at moments
experience the prefence of the good
principle, which rekindles the heavenly
fpark of reafon in the breaft; the voice

of religion is then diftinétly heard, calling .

the much-favoured wanderer to repent-
ance and to peace. Happy are thofe who
“attend the fummons, and who forget
the miferies of fin, in the {olace of virtue.”
*¢ Andyet,” interrupted Nang-fa, < thofe
are are ftill happxcr who by a conftant
and regular attention to the duties- of re-
ligion, cfcape the anguifh of an evil con-
feience, and who feel nothing from re-
fletion but comfort and approbation !”
« Happier, indeed! ¢ cried Soum-kii,
* but the number of fuch is fmall; we
are all liable to miftakes; and he who
-thinks he is not, commits a crime in the
thought idfelf. Let us rather do all in
our power to be good, and implore the
affiftance of heaven to_ftrengthen. us in

virtue;
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virtue. Butto fhew you how neai the
human heart may approach perfé&xon,‘
I will relate to you a ftory of a young
man, who was at once faithful, generous -
and fincere, who never forged a flander,
or liftened to calumny; whofe heart in-
ftruted him to negle& pomp, refpet
‘the virtuous poor, was above corrup-
tion, and incapable of vice.

B T
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, ' 'mn STORY OF
- ASSOUN, THE CAMEL
' " DRIVER.

'“’ _-—»":. . .

- THE fun had fearce .began to gild
-with its rays the pagodas of Cam-peng,
when Affoun fet out towards the plains of
Laconcevan, The fragrance of the me-
lon and . the pine already perfumed the
air, and the birds of the richeft fea-
thers difplayed their variegated plumage
on the palmeto and the amana. The
. fweet ferenity of nature invited the mind
- of the gentle Affoun to devotion. « O
. my God,” faid he,  how bountiful haft
thou bcc'n to thy fervant; how rich haft
thou made him in a contented poverty ;
thou haft, in thy gracious goodnefs, dif-
pofed my heart to relith only what is |
fubftantia]; the luxuries of life appear
infipid and diftafteful to me, and my
gx:ca:eﬂ: dchght is when I crofs thefe

plain -

b
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plains to fancy myfelfin thy prefence, and
to think that thou thyfelf deigneft to
guard and watch the moft humble of

thy fervants; and yct it muft be fo, elfe

whence do I derive my cheasfulnefs and
fatisfaftion. A little rice is my food,

and the pure {pring my drink, but {weet:
is the draught and nourifhing the food

which is taken in peace and love,” .
-Afloun had been left at the age of thir-
teen to the wide world, his father, who:
was a merchant, having {pent all he was-

- pofiefied of, in gaming and other extrava--
gances, and at laft died in poverty. His.
fon fought, for a little time, affiftance

‘among thofe who were formerly his fa--
thers favoured friends ;, butin vain,, for as.
he was very poor-and diftrefied they only:
treated him with: contempt, and: drove:
him from their doors. Afloun had re~
ecived but few of the leffons. of truth
from his father, nor had he ever ftudied
the facred book of the vinac; but his -
heart was. pure- anid. unfpotted, and his
natural difpofition: humble and . placid.
He refletted with pain upon the treat-:-

Isg ment:



o T e

-

178 'SIAMESE TALES.

ment he had received, becaufe his ingé-
nuous mind could hardly conceive fuch
depravity in human nature, for thofe who
deferted him had been his father’s con-
ftant companions, had lived on his bounty -
and were cherithed by the memdnan fun :
of his abundancies. o ,
- Thus fituated Affoun fought a retreat

from'the world in the plains of Laconce-

‘van, where, by. chance, he met an old

camel driver. Affoun offered his fervices.
to thé ftranger, who being very aged,
took notice of him,and carried him home;
fo did Affoun find more humanity and
friendfhip from a ftranger, than among
thofe who had formerly feafted at his fa-

ther’s table.

Affoun cohtmued lus Journcy, ‘grate-

‘ fully fenfible of the providence which had

aflited him. <« I am more convinced,”
faid he, “than ever of the goodnefs of
the Almighty. The impreffion has been
ftrengthened by every circumftance of

- my life, and in beftowing upon me the

peace I now enjoy; he hath given me

~ more thanriches and honour. Such was

the
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the laniguage of Affoun, when he re-
fleted on his fituation, and contemplated'
the mild ferenity around him.

Affoun had not travelled far before he-
fell in with a ftranger, who was alfo driv-

~ ing a camel, who enquired of him his

name, and whither he was travelling. < I
* am,” cried Affoun, the fervant of B,aza'.ﬁ
rac, the camel driver, and am journeying
to the city of Tchainat, to difpofe of my
" mafter’s merchandife.” < "I"h'én,” cried
the ftranger, « if you will take my ad-
vice, you will rather go to -T alacoan, »
where I am myfelf going ; we thall have
a much better market.” -Aftér this the
- ftranger prefented Affoun fome frmt,whxch
he gratefully accepted, for his heart was
devoid of fufpicion. - At laﬁ Khowever,
the ftranger addreft him' as follows:
« Young man, you feem to know but
little of the World, and ‘therefore ate nat
fenfible that a much better fication than
that of a camel driver is intended for you
‘by provxdcnce. T akc my advice, Ba-
zarac is old and ufclefs, let us put our ad-
jvcntures together, and fhare the profits.
s I 6 , You
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- Yau fhall go thh me to the city of
Siam, where I. havc laid yp riches ob-
tained in the fame way. I will fecure
you from a difcovery ; for Abdel-kurim,
the moor, hastoo mpch wealth to fear

any thing from juftice,” Affgun fhud-

- dered at thefe words, <« All that pro-
vidence defigns,” cried he, « is good
nor €an I dare to pervertherendsto vice.”
“Ridiculous,” cried the firanger, «do not
hefitate, but accept of .the good fortune
inthy reach. ¢ No,” returned Affoun,
« Bazaracis old and helplefs, and T will
ﬁ.&pport him, rather than do him wrong.”

- *Fool,” exclaimed the ftranger, « then

take the reward of thy temerity. In re-

fufing my offer I will poffe(s myfelf of
all thy mafter’s riches, and punith thee.”

‘With thefe words he drew a feymeter
from his fide, and feized hold of the ten-
der Affoun, when his arm, in 3 moment,
became benumbed, and the weapon felb

to the ground. "« feel,” cried he,

«_that Affoun is a favourite of the great
genius Sommona Codom, and that 1have

" not many minutes longes to. live. My
A . confcience
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- eonfeience aecufes me of an hundred -

crimes¢ I dare not hope for pardon; but
thus far I will do towards atonement for

~ having aimed at thy life, thou art matter

of all the riches of the merchant Abdel-
kurim, which you will find on the back
of yonder camel, but learn to make a
better ufe of them than I have done,”™

_Affoun, whofe heart was alive to fenfibi-

lity, felt very much fhockedwhen he be-

“held she merchant die at his feet; he

howéver buried him in the ground, and
then drove on the two camels, uncertain

‘in his mind what to do. ¢ Surely™

cried he, ¢ this man has le& fome rela-
tions, perhaps he has been as fosgetful of -
them, as he has been crueltome.. I will

difpofe of his merchandize, and when I

return home, will go to his widow, and

give her all I fhaﬂ havc gained by
them.”

‘Jt was not many days before Affoun
returned to Cam-peng, with confiderable
wealth, the profits of his adventure, and
related to his old mafter all that had hap-

‘pened. ¢ Alas, my fon,’” cried the fage

.Bazarac
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Bazarac, ¢ fear this moncy will do thee
no good, but go and do as thou faye{’c .
for thy intentions are juft.” _
Afloun now. travelled to Siam; where
he enquired after Abdel-kurim, and was -
fthewn to a houfe where. a young woman .
opened the door. < Was this,” " cried -
Affoun, ¢ the dwelling of the merchant -
Abdel-kurim. <« It is,” cried fhe,”
is he returned from T'alacon ?” - < Alas,”
returned he, « I bring you fad news.”,
He now difcovered to the widow:of Ab-
del-kurim her hufband’s death, when the
fcreamed out, and called her neighbours
together, who had Afloun fecured, on
fufpicion ‘of having murdered the mer-
chant. Unfortunately all this was done
fo quickly, that poor' Affoun had not
time to explain his intentions, till he was
brought before the Maha Omerat, or chief
m%gi(’cratc, who confidered it merely the
effe@ of fear. It was in vain, Affoun
protefted he was innocent, no one would
believe the ftory he told. They were
obliged, however, at his requeft to fend
for the camel driver Bazarac, but when
' ' the
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the meﬁ'enger arrived at Cam-peno he-
was informed that Bazarac had been dead
two days. The Maha "Omorat, though
- almoft convinced of Affoun’s guilt, was
ftill unwilling to fentence him to death-
until he had further proof; when a travel-
ler prefented himfelf before the divan,
 who going through the plains of Lacon-
~ cevan, found the fcymeter lying on the
ground, and feeing the earth newly turned
up, examined the fpot, and found the
-body of the merchant. Thefe circum-
ftances were thought fufficient, and Afloun
was condemned to death; he retired to
~ his prifon, confcious of his innocence, and
. now addrefled himfelfin fecret to that be-
ing who is ever ready to affift the diftreft.
¢« O my God,” cried he, ¢ haften once
more to the affiftance of thy fervant.
Affoun, whom thou haft before deigned
to guard from danger ; without thee my
death and infamy is certain. and with thy
help, vain is thc power of man againt
me.” :
The next morning Affoun was led
~ forth to be burnt alive, and all the-people-
: of



9 SIAMESE TALES;

of Siam. run from their houfes to behold
the fatal fpectacle. The fuppofed crimi-
nal was now fafténed to a ftake, and the
flames kindled round him, when a white
elephant appeared at a diftance, making
furioufly .to. the fpot. No one dared to
ftop this noble animal, becaufe being alt
white, they knew he was one of the fu-
perior genii ; they therefore fell proftrate:
before him, who when he came to the
place where Affoun was tied, fcattered
with his trunk the burning embers intothe -

- air. The trembling multitude were now:

all eager to untie Affoun from the ftake,
and led him. intriumph, crying, « long
life to the goed -Affoun, whom Nang-
payce Chang, the prince of white ele~
phants has preferved. ‘The Maha Omo-

rat was now fully convinced of his in-'

nocence, and the king who had no~

“ticed his humility and gentlenefs, com-

manded he fhould be broughrbefore him,
and requefted to hear his ftory. Affoun,
related with great perfpicuity the man-.
ner in which he came by the riches

o£ the merchant Abdcl-kunm, and ex-

plained
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plained his intentions to the widow.
The king himfelf now pronounced him:
rot guilty, and, befides offéred to make-
him a mandarin, and to givc him a poft

‘near his perfon. ¢ Alas, fir,” cried
.‘Aﬁ'oun, « greamcfé will only expofe me:

to new dangers, {uffer me ratherto return

to the plains of Laconcevan, and follow

. my former humble, but happy occupa-l

. tion. * To the poor of Siam I give the
~ riches of Abdel-kurim.” The king afto-

nithed .at what he heard, confented to-
the with of Affoyn, and he once more

_found himfelf travelling along the plains,

finging his wonted chearful fong, or of-
fering up his thanks to heaven. ¢ Give:

" me,” cried Affoun, ** O God, the con-

tinuance of thy love, be near the humble.
abode of thy fervant when he fleeps, and
when he journeys through the defart, fo-
fhall no danger come nigh him, nor evil -

- difturb his repofe.” While Affoun was

thus engaged, his ears were fhocked with.
the piercing cry of murder, and turning
his eyes on one fide, he beheld a man, who-
held another at his feet, and was about to.

plunge-
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plunge a dagger in his bofom. Affoun,
though a firipling, interpofed, and held
immoveable the arm of the affaffin, when ,
the youth knelt down and kiffed his deli-
“verer’s feet. . Affoun, when he had dif-
- armed the elder ftranger, enquired. into
- the caufe of his cruelty. ¢ This youth,”
“cried he, « is my nephew, and- has,
‘againft my will, cherithed a paffion for
a young female of infamous charater.
I have often expoftulated with him on his
folly, and at laft forbad him to think any
more of her, when this morning he afked
me to take a walk with him, and as we
were converfing together, I obferved
him draw from his fide a dagger, which
he would have plunged into my bofom
if T had not wrefted it from him. I own

~ thatin my paffion I fhould certainly have

killed him if you had not interfered.”
~ Affoun riow turned to the youth, and de-
fired to ‘hear what he could fay in an-
fwer to thefe charges. « Alas,” cried
_he, « I am innocent, he only feeks to
‘deftroy me. My ‘father died worth im-
menfe wealth, which comes to this tnar,

- ; o who
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who is my. uncle, at my deceafe. He
invited me to walk, to execute his cruel
purpofe.”  Afloun, who had not feen the
beginning of the affray, was unwilling to
~ give'his opinion, he therefore, meeting
fome more travellers, carried them both
before the Maha Omorat, when they
were heard feparately, but the judge was
unable to decide who was the aggreflor,
and afked Affoun what he thought of the
bufinefs.. ¢ Indeed fir,” cried he, « I
know not, all I can fay s, that I faw the el-
der about to plunge a dagger in the breaft
of the younger. The offenders were now
brought before the king himfelf, who was
as much in doubt as the judge, ¢ Let”
- cried he, ¢ the camel driver, Afloun,
pafs the fentence. Affoun bowed, and
fpoke asfollows: ¢ As theelder of thefe
two held the dagger of the younger, now
let the younger, in return, draw his fcy-
meter, and atonce ftrike off the head of
_ hifenemy.” At this fentence the youth
trembled, and threw himfelf at the feet of
the judge, faying, ¢ O fir, let me not
fhed the blood of my fellow creature.”
< BChOId)’



o SRR T L SR e BT

us | STAMESE TALES. ‘
* Behold judge,” cried Affcun, ¢« and
know the agrefor, for a thought of mur-

der never inhabited the breaft of the mam
who refufes to revenge himfelf of his
‘enemy.” ‘Fhe whole divan thouted with.

Joy at this decifion, and the elder traveller

was conveyed to prifop. The king who -

was delighted with the juftice and dif-

eernment of Affoun, offered him one of .

the higheft pofts in tha court, that of
Maha Omorat, which was about to be.

‘refigned from the extreme ‘age of its
‘poffeflfor.  Affoun could not help being:

fomewhat attracted by the offer, and he
yielded to the temptation. < I will ac-
cept,” cried he, ¢ the honour my king
defigns me.” L '

The upright Affoun had not fat long
on the feat of juftice, before a poor man
named Camki, came before him, with a

- complaint againft a great mandarin who

had ftolen away his only daughter. A

~day was appointed for the parties to hp-

pear, and the mandarin ordered to attend,
he took -care, however, previous to the

" time, to fend Affoun a large fum of mo-.

ney,.
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ey, to give judgment in his favour,
« Tell your mafter” ¢ cried the Maha
‘Omorat to the fervant of the mandarin, .
“that he fhall difpofe of the daughter
-of Cam-ki at his will, but let him attend.” -
The cruel mandarin was elated dt this
‘news, and on the day fixed, the old man
:made his complaint in court. ~ After the
witneffes were heard, and the guilt of the
mandarin eftablithed beyond doubt,
~ Affoun arofe, and fpoke as follows:
< It is my fentence that the mandarin
- thall difpofe of the daughter of Cam-ki
~athiswill:” The whole divan murmured
at thefe words, until Affoun added,
For he fhall either by the laws of Siam
-die an opprobious death, ‘or he fhall grant
‘to the daughter of Cam-ki his eftates, and
reftore the child to her parent.Mandarin,
~ on thy will depends the choice.” The

divan now fhouted with joy, and due
- reparation was made to the injured. «I
gave thee my word” cried Affoun to the
mandarin, “and I have kept it; my dutyis
toaffift the defign of heaven,to bring good
from evil ; I promifed that thou fthouldft
difpofe of the daughter of Cam-ki at thy

will
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will ; therefore the bribe I received fhalt

change its nature-into that of a donatxon :

to the poor.

- It had been ‘the cu&om of the rich
mandarins of the court of Siam, to ad- ,.

vance money at great intereft to the poor
merchants, and the predeceflors of Af-

foun had all of them enriched the trea-
fury of their mafter by thofe means; |
the king was ‘therefore very much fur-
prized to find that after two years peace,
his finances had not been much increafed.

« How is it, Affoun, ¢ that with thy
prudence and virtue thou haft not en-
riched thyfelf and thy king?” ¢ You
miftake, fir,” cried Affoun, I have a moft
invaluable jewel to prefent, feldom found
in the"palaces of princes, it is calledye/f-
Jatisfattion that thy finances are not im-
proved by the miferies of the poor !- :

- The heart of Affoun had ever been
infenfible to flander, nor would he ever
liten- to the reports which wounded the
reputation of the abfent. Of this no-
blenefs of difpofition, he very foon gave
aproof. - A young mandarin had been

reprefented to the king as an enemy to’

' : the

) A, L o IR
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the government, and was accordingly
_imprifoned and brought before the di-
van to anfwer the charge  Nothing
however appeared againft him like proof.
The kingwas notwithftanding implacable
_and turning to Affoun, he faid, ¢« What
doft thou think of this man! does he not
deferve punithment?” <[ think” returned -
Afloun, < he has enemies, on that account
rather let the king of Siam f. pport than
crufh him.”
A formidable cnemy foon after ap-
peared againft Afloun himfelf A fa-
vourite of the feraglio had for fome
months drawn largely from the public
treafury to fupport her extravagancies,
till fhe was checked by the prudence of
the Maha Omorat, who refufed to fup-
ply her any longer, and reported her con-
du& to the king, who at firft approved
the ceconomy of his treafurer, but the
beautiful Acha-fotra, had too much art
not to prevail againft him. She repre-
-fented to the king, that his treafurer had
_appropriated to his. own ufe the monies
he had accufed her of having drawngforth,

aend



A

wor ' SIAMESE TALES. -

wand to fupport-her charge, had brtbcd an
-old eunuch to fwear tothe fums he had -
received on heraceount, which fell very
fhort of what Aﬁ'oun had chargcd her -
“with.
The king was now convmced of her
innocence,. and the Maha Omarat ar-
* refted, by his order, and brought before
_the divan Afloun, confcious of his in-
tegrity, appe‘.. ed compofed and colle&ed,
the ev'dmce was, however, ftrong againft -
him, and his friends even began to think
him guilty, when juft as fentence was
~ about being pronounced, he defired to
afk the cruel Acha-foutra a queftion,
which was permitte®him. < Doft thou -
“ net,” faid he to her, « Dread the
moment of thy death.” She looked con-
founded, <« Anddoft thou remember,”
added he, “ that this day one of thy
~eunuchs prefented thee a bow! of fher-
-bet.” At thefe words the favourite of
. the king fwooned away.. ¢« Infamous
# - wretch,” "cried the king of Siam, ¢ haft -
~ . thou  poifoned the gentle Acha-foutra.” )
. At thefe-words- the eunuch confefled

Afloun -
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Affoun had bribed him to prefent the
bowl to his miftrefs, who had now re-
covered from her fwoon, and looking
ftedfaftly at the king, faid calmly, «I am
rightly punifhed, and fhall foon feel the
effeéts of a juft revenge, for know Af~
foun is innocent.” The divan exprefled
their joy at this confeflion, and the king
felt athamed of his want of forefight.
Affoun then addrefling the favourite, faid,
« Thy fears have anfwered my, purpofe,
and thy confcience has made thee dread
a moment not yet near, for know that
what thou didft reccive from the hand of
thy flave was not poifon.” ¢ Excellent
youth,” cried the king, ¢ how has thy
wifdom defeated the defigns of thy ene-
mies.” . He now intreated the gentle
- Affoun to forgive him, and to accept the
honour of which he had been deprived.
¢ ] fhall moft willi-ngly,” cried Affoun,
« forget all thatis paft, but though I have
been guilty of no crime to my king, I
have committed a fault that deferves pu-
nithment, Affloun has permitted himfelf:
to be tempted by greatnefs, and this is the
K fentence
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fentence which he pafies on himfelf, that

be be exiled to the plains of Laconcevan.’

Soon as the fair Soum-kit had finithed
the ftory of Affoun the camel driver,
a found of foft mufic was heard in the

air, and a beautiful female defcended ina .

cloud td the garden in- which the young

mandarin was feated. _ The time is-

now arrived” cried Soum-kii, ¢ when I
muft leave thee to thyfelf. The great
genius, Sommona Codom expects me.

- Be good, that thou mayeft be happy, and

if thou art at any _time in doubt or fear,
pronounce but my name and I will appear
to dire@ thee; at prefentit is neceffary
that I fhould go, to corret, with my
leffons, the heart of the prince of Cam- -
boya, which is cruel and vinditive ;
yours, 1 believe, I can now truft.” Nang- :

fa could not help fhedding tears at her

departure, but after having kiffed him
affe@ionately, the afcended in the cloud
with her attendaht genius, and when in:
the air, let fall a golden fcroll, on which

- was written the following :—
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Be modeft and humble, that you may be loved
and refpefted.
Apply to ftudy, that you may be admxred and
applauded.
Be emulous to excel, but not envious.
Prudence fiveetens reflection.
-Fortitude is the friend of difficulty.
- Be temperate that.you may enjoy health, and
“befievolent that you may be happy.
Be grateful and difcreet, and your good fortune

fhall not end.
All good comes from God.!

THE
PRINCIPAL MAXIMS.

OF THE

TAL APOINS,

TRANSLATED FROM THE |

SIAMESE.
: S
¥ Kill no man.
2 Steal not.
3 Commit no impurity.
4 Drink not any intoxicating liquor.
5 Glorify not thyfelf, faying thou art atrived at
fandtity. k
. 6 Neither fit, nor fleep in a place fo high as,
that of your fuperior.
7 Draw not water in a place where worms are
engendered,
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8 Lend not out to ufury.
g Eat not exceflively.
10 Sleep not too-much.
11 Judge not thy nelghbour, this is wicked.

12 Twinkle not with your eyes in fpcakmg, and

look not with.contempt.
13 A talapoin who thinks one thing and.{
another, fins.
14 A talapoin who fpeaks evil of another,
15 A talapoin who covets another’s eftate, :
16 A talapoin who reviles the earth, th
the fire or water, fins.
xj A talapoin who excites quarrels, fins.

18 A talapoin who glorifies himfelf, faying, Tam -

thefon of a mandann, my mother is rich,
fins.

19 A talapoin who boafts of bemg more learned
than others, fins. .

20 A talapoin who derides any one, or rails at
him, fins.

21 A’ talapoin-'who goes to the temple to pray
when in enmity with another, fins.

22 A talapoin who covets gold or filver, fins.

FINIS.

icm e,
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