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Image of our friendly faces!

Wikidata Wikiproject IBC 2024 organizers by Heidi Meudt, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons 
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Basic introduction to Wikidata



Wikidata is a sister project

Wikimedia logo family complete 2023 by Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata is a Wikimedia 
project to create an open and 
collaborative database.

It stores relational statements 
about entities.

Interwiki links associate with 
the pages on the Wikimedia 
projects that describe entities.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_logo_family_complete-2023.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


   What is Wikidata?

Structured data
Multilingual
Anyone can edit 
CC0 licensed
Identifier hub
Queryable
Data reuse

Wikidata logo, Wikimedia Foundation  CC0 via Wikicommons

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-logo.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Helpful resources

Learnwikidata.net (video)
Wikidata for collectors
Wikidata para coleccionistas
Wikidata main page

Wikidata tours
University of Edinburgh guide

Tools and resources for Wikidata

Panic learning and comfort zones by MissLunaRose12, CC BY-SA 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons

http://learnwikidata.net
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11069147
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11435201
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/help-consultancy/is-skills/wikimedia/wikidata/editing-wikidata
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11069157
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Wikidata items are interconnected by Siobhan Leachman CC0 via Wikicommons

Structured and linked data

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mexia_Wikidata_items_are_interconnected.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Multilingual data

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia wikidata item, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Multilingual editing

Screenshots of Wikidata language settings, Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Anyone can edit

Wikidata Advocates in Emerging Communities by Wikimedia Germany and Reboot, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Advocates_in_Emerging_Communities.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


CC0 License

Open Data CC0 by Jan Ainali, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Data_CC0_Wikidata.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Identifier hub

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia Wikidata item identifiers Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Queryable

Screenshot of map generated from Wikidata query and screenshot of Wikidata Query Builder, Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://query.wikidata.org/querybuilder/
https://w.wiki/AAFA
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Data reuse

Biodiversity Heritage Library Bionomia 

Screenshots of BHL catalogue  reused for education purposes under section 43 of the New Zealand Copyright Act. Screenshot from Bionomia reused with permission. 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/15373#/titles
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1994/0143/latest/DLM345962.html


Example from 
GLAM institution 
(Te Papa): adding 
museum identifiers 
to Wikidata

Screenshot of Wikidata item for Nancy Adams (Q3297913), CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q3297913
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q3297913
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Example from GLAM institution (Te Papa): 
adding Wikidata identifiers to our collection 
database (Emu)

On Te Papa’s 
website →

Screenshots of Te Papa’s Emu collection database and Collections Online entry for Nancy Adams, Copyright Te Papa, used with permission.

https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/agent/2583


Weave a data ecosystem

Weaving with Phytelephas fronds by Dick Culbert from Gibsons, B.C., Canada, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Weaving_with_Phytelephas_fronds_(19167330314).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


2023 Wikidata intensity map 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Ynes Mexia Wikidata item example by Makenzie Mabry (Wikidata: Q36629833), CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata item 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ynes_Mexia_Wikidata_item_example.png
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q36629833
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Siobhan’s demo for a botanist



Scholia visualisation - Person

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia Scholia topic in context visualisation, by Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0

● Creates visualisations based on 
Wikidata

● Figure is a Scholia visualisation 
of Ynes Mexia’s item 

● Visualises links between Mexia’s 
item and other items

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ynes_Mexia_Scholia_topic_in_context_visualisation.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Scholia visualisation - Expedition

Mexia Mexico expedition 1926-1927 Scholia topic in context visualisation, by Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons

● Visualisation of one 
of Mexia’s expeditions

● Links expedition to 
other entities such as 
participants, locations, 
publications, and 
institutions

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mexia_Mexico_expedition_1926-1927_Scholia_topic_in_context.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Research Expeditions Wikidata item

Screenshots of Wikidata item for Mexia Mexico expedition 1926-1927 (Q125521857), CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q125521857
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Research Expeditions Visualisation

Screenshots of Research Expeditions Visualisation for Mexia Mexico expedition 1926-1927 (Q125521857), ODbL

https://invirtu.com/researchexpeditions/?QID=Q125521857


Research Expeditions Visualisation

Screenshots of Research Expeditions Visualisation for Mexia Mexico expedition 1926-1927 (Q125521857), ODbL

https://invirtu.com/researchexpeditions/?QID=Q125521857


ANY QUESTIONS?



Please take 2 minutes to 
complete the survey here:

https://forms.gle/gCqoTZpkVBUwhGTGA

Thank you! 
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Copyright license
© Siobhan Leachman, Sabine von Mering, Heidi Meudt and Joaquim Santos, 2024. 
Unless indicated otherwise for specific images, this slide deck is licensed for 
re-use under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)  
copyright license. Please note that this license does not apply to any images. 
Those specific items may be re-used as indicated in the image rights statement 
within each slide. In essence, you are free to copy, distribute and adapt this slide 
deck, as long as you abide by the other license terms.

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en

