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PREFACE

FIRST EDITION

At such atime as this when the necessity there is
for educating the fair sex of our land, has been fully
shown, when the natives of this Presidency have been
brought to feel the want of such education, when
exertions are put forth in various quarters to establish
schools for the education of females,-and when the
Government have made arrangements for establishing a
female"Normal School, with a view to educate them

most effectually, indeed, no apology is needed to
publish a book on the training and education of
females.

This book consists of twoY parts, the first being
advice to females, written in Tamil metre, fon the
manner of behaving themselves, with rules and principles
fto guide them, supplemented by four Iyrics on the
characteristics of a good wife as comparsd with those
|of a bad one, and on the necessity of educating females,
' and the manifold advantages arising from their education.
‘The whole of this part, with the exception of the lyrics,
was_origi written for the use of the author’s own
daughters ; and with a view that others also may be bene-
fited by the study of it, he has thought it best to
print it as a part of the work now presented to the
public. This part is divided into] chapters treating of
the following subjects: viz. Piety; Respect due to
Priests ; Honor due to Parents; Advice; Obedience to
Husbands ; Chastity ; Training of Children ; Benevolence ;
Wisdom ; Sin; and good works,
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The second part contains an Essay on Female
Education, in writing which, the author endeavoured
to draw all illustrations from facts that Hindus are {
acquainted ' with, and to show the absurdities of their
prejudices and Ob]eCUOl‘lS in thq_ .most agreeable manner
possible, w1tﬁMand thus to adapt the Essay
to the taste of Hindus in éeheral without —distinction- of
class or creed. PR

One of the crying evils of the land being the degrada-
tion to which females are subjected in their domestic and
social life, the writer has dwelt at some length on this evil,
and has endeavoured to convince the reader, by facts
and illustrations, by a reference to the old shastras, etc.
of the right that the softer sex of our land have
to be treated by their husbands, etc. with greater kindness
and regard than what, by the pernicious custom of this
country, fall to their lot.

Should this humble production of the author in any
way conduce towards raising the social condition of
women of India, he will consider himself amply repaid.

Mayavaram,

} S, VEDANAYAKAM PILLAY
12th May, 1869~



SECOND EDITION

————

In this edition the second part has been
considerably enlarged and a third part on Mal

St _a’tgs/oiwomenrt\he tespect due to them, and the

———

manner in which they should be treated, has also beeq
Wﬂémdrﬁen are
treated almost like slaves by the generality of Hindu
men and that they are not allowed either freedom
of speech or freedom of ammck the
author as such a Msoclal /e;nl\that he has
added a Separate/E\sleyv(;n the subject The general
tone and character of this part are in keeping with
those of the second.

Mayavaram

S. VEDANAYAKAM PILLAY
dst October, 1870
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