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AiSINE R,

HE REAS OurTrufty arid Well-beloved Jacoh

Tonfofi^ of Our City oi London^ Bookfeller, hath

humbly reprefented unto Us, that he hath, with

great Labour and Expence, prepared for thePrefs

a new Edition of The Ecdefiaftical Hiftory^

written by the Reverend Mr. Laurence Echard^

and has therefore humbly befought Us to grant him Our Royal

Privilege and Licence for the fole Printing and Publifhing there-

of for the Term of Fourteen Years. We being willing to give

all due Encouragement to Works of this Nature, tending to

the Advancement of Learning, are graeioufly pleafed to con-

defcend to his Requeft; and do therefore, by thefe Prefents

grant to him the faid Jacob Tonfon^ his Executors, Adminiftrators

and Afligns, Our Royal Licence for the fole Printing and Pub-

lifhing Ihe Ecdefiaftical Hijiory^ written by the Reverend Mr. L<2«-

rence Echard^ for the Term of Fourteen Years from the Date

hereof; Stridlly forbidding all OurSubje6ls within Our Kingdoms
and Dominions to Re-print the fame, either in whole, or in part^

or to import, buy, vend, utter or diilribute any Copies thereof Re-

printed beyond the Seas, during the aforefaid Terra of Fourteen

Years, without the Confent or Approbation of the faid Jacob

Tonfon^ his Heirs, Executors and Affigns, under his or their Hands

and Seals firft had and obtained, as they will Anfwer the contrary

at their Perils : Whereof the Mafter, Wardens and Company of Sta-

tioners are to take Notice, that the fame may be entred in their

Regiiler, and that due Obedience be rendred thereunto. Giwtn

at Our Court at St. Jameses the 19th Day of November^ 1709.

In the Eighth Year of Our Reign.

By Her Majefty'^s Command^

SUNDERLAND.
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MADAM,
ERE the Performance

of thisWork proporti-

onable to the Dignity

of itsSubjedtj it might naturally

hope for the Countenance and

Protedion of Perfons of the

higheftRank : Since it confifts of

A 3 ths



Epijlle "Dedicatory.

the principalAdts of the Church

ofGod in the Times of its great-

eft Purity and Perfedbionj Slew-

ing the ftupendious Progrefs it

made throughout theWorld, and

the gloriops Conquefts it ob-

tain'd over all the Powers of

Darknefs.

But Your Majefty being no
lels remarkable for Goodnefs,

than for Greatnefs, low as the

Performance is, I am ftill en-

courag'd to offer this Addrefs,

and to lay this Hiftory before

Your Majefty, as the great Pro-

testor and Nurfing Mother of

the nobleft Branch ofthat Church

here treated of and defcrib'd, and

the true Defender of that Faith
• which



Epijile

whichwas deliver'dbytheMouth

of our blefled Saviour, propaga-

ted by the Labours of his A-

poftles, and feal'd by the B^ood

of his Martyrs.

Your Majcfty having fhewn a

hearty Love for Your Subjects,

and a generous Regard for Your
Allies, is become not only the

Joy and Delight of our Nations,

but alfo the very Hopes and Life

of Europe ; and the Eyes of its

Inhabitants are fix'dupon Your
Majefty, looking out for Prote-

dion and Afliftance, as from a

Deliverer fent from Heaven to

break their Chains, to diflipate

their Fears, and to fecuretothem

the Bleffings both of Peace and

A 4 Libertj^.



Epiflk l}edmtory.

Liberty. Thefe are noble Adts,

the Compleating of which Pro-

vidence , feems to have referv'd

forjJfourMajefty's Reign, to ren-

der it glorious and triumphant:

Bi^t Your Majefty's tender and

aflfeftionate Care for the Church

Ql'^God, and thofe frefb Endea-

vours to deikoy its greateft Ene-

mies, VicQ and Immorality, raife

Your Majefty's Fame to the full

Height, and caufe it to triumph

above all the Glories of this

World.

The Freeing of Europe-, and

the Reftoration of Peace, are

Works truly great, and worthy

of the Crown Your Majefty

we$rs ; but the Nourifliing God's

Church,
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Church, and the Extirpation of

Impiety, furpafs all Temporal

Rewards, and will meet with

an immortal and incorruptible

Crown in the ineffable Glories

of Eternity. The Former only

makes this World happy, but

the Latter adds Happinefs even

to Heaven it felf; andwhilftthe

One gives Joy to the Inhabitants

of the Earth, the Other bears it

to the Angles and bleft Spirits a-

bove; raifing Tranfports of Joy
in that Place where all Joys are

to be found, and creating Plea-

fures in thofe peaceful Regions

where no true Pleafures can be

wanting.

That



Epiftle Dedicatory,

That Your Majefty may fuc-

ceed in all the great WorksYou
have fo happily begun, is the
hearty Prayer of all good Men
and trueSubjedls, and can be no
lefs of him who with allpoffible

Veneration is-,

MADAM,

Tour Majeftjs mofl dutiful,

May ip.

moji faithful and

denoted SubjeBy

Laurence Echard.



THE

PREFACE
HE greatVfefulnefs ofthe Subject

of this JVorky and the farticular
Incouragement it has met in the

JVorldy have Jirongly ingag^d me
to examine it a fecond Time-, and

revife it carefullyfor another Impreffion. And
that nothing might be wanting towards a rea-*

Jbnable^Tromotingofitj the Publiiher A^j- /^r-
form"a his Tarty in fetting i^ forth in fuch a
due Compafsy and fuch a fair Lettery as may
beji contribute to the Eafe and ^onveniency'y as

well as SatisfaEiiony ofthe Reader. It is there-

fore hofdyThat the carefulEndeavours ofBothy
will ad,d new Life and Succefs to the Defign it

As to the SubjeEi in generaly it is the great-

eft and mojifiblime in its Nature y that ever I
did^ or can ever Hope to attmp ; fach as de-

^
' ferves



The P R E F A C E.

ferves the nobleji andmoft learned Tens of our
Nation ; as may appear onlyfrom ^/&^ Title, attd
the Beginning ofthe Introduftion. It is a Hi-
fiory greater than that of the Creation, even of
the Salvation of Alankindy of the wonderful
Propagation ofthe Gofpel, and all the Horious
Effetlscfit', which, IF'DONE TOTER^
FECTIONj might tend more to the Honour
of God and the Chriftian Religion, and the real
Benefit ofthe World, both as to Faith and Mo-
rality, than all the "TyifcuJJions, Argumtnts
and Sermons that Men can invent ; and wmitd
in true Excellency be inferior to nothing bttt the
Holy Scriptures. It is the Hiftory of Chrifti^
anity in its utmoft Turity andTrevalency^while
it continued independant of all human Supports ;

in which are to be found the beft of Sermons
and the noblef Sufferings ; the profoundeji My-
fcries, and the greateft Miracles:, bejides many
other uncommon andfurprifing Events, the Ob^
je6i ofMens Faith and Admiration.

Thefe were fiffcient Inducements to ^e for-
merly.to undertake this Defign, and now to re-
vife and correal it ; and tho"" it be not brought to
that Terfe£iion as to deferve the Commendation
before-mention''d, yet, after naming the great
Afffiances I hadfrom the moft ermnent Men, I
may venture to recommend it as, at leaft, an ufe-
ful and laudable 'Performance

-, the Honour and
Reputation whereofI freely ftrrcndcr to Them,
It is ftpon their Account alfo that, without
Breach ofModefly .f I might mention the App'ro^
bathn th frff Imprejfon received from thofe

of
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tfm little Worth and Knowledge ; and Itkewtfe

the Sikccefs it had in fufporting fome againjl

the Efforts ql^Deifts and others^ who wou'd <?/-

ther undermine^i or much weaken the Chriftiau

Religion. 1 mention this to the Comfort both of
my Affiflants and myfeIf: Andfor this Reafon^

after imfloring^a Bleffmg upon it from Heaven

ehQ^e-i I here heg the reafonable Tromotion of

it from allfioHs Confeffors^ who are zealousfor

the Honour oftheir blejfed Saviour^ the glorious

Afojilesy and Evangelijts^ and the noble Army
of Martyrs ofthofe Ages,

lamfenjible thatjince the Jirfi Appearance of
this Work there have been fome Writers^ who
have advancedfiich Notions^ as^ iffiriBly true^

wou^d by confequence invalidate many material

^arts ofmy Hiftory, But nponajirih Review,
in order to a more corre6l Edition', I did not

find it necejfary to alter any one Tajfage upon

their Account. They did not immediately attack

Me, nor had I Leafure^ nor Inclination to in-

gage Them. IJhall only fay y I believe this Hi-
floryfands upon a more Jure Foundation than to

be overthrown by their Arguments^ and that the

Matters of Fa6i will out-ballance any Human
Reafonings: And Ifurther hope that this Work
may live-, when the Occafion of thefe Controvert

Jies Jhallbe dead andforgotten.

But to come more immediately to the 7nrti»
culars of this Hijiory : The Introduftion is de-

fign^d to give a full Light to the fUcceeding

TartsJ that fo all might be intelligible to the

meanefi
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might cofftribute either to the 1)fefulnefsy or the

Ornament of my Book.

The Rotations are almojl wholly of the An^
cients^ from whence the Materials were origi--

nally taken-, being fometimes in the Body ofthe
Booky btit mofi commonly in the Margin. They
were made floort^ that they might not be ojfenflve

to the Eye of the Reader ; but ifany think them
not particular enough^ becaufe the Vage and
Chapter ofthe Book are not nanid^ I have this

ta anfjuer^ That there is fcarce any confiderable

Tajfage in the Hiftory-, but front thefe fhort

flotations-fthe Tlacefrom whence it was taken

may immediately befound by the Help ofa good
Index-, which now few old Books want : A^d
the quoting of Tages-, Src. is of no Ufe to a
Reader^ who has not the fame Editions with
the Author.

That nothing might be wanting to make the

Workcompleat-, befides aMapoftheHoly'L^nd^
takenfrom the befi Geographers., I have added

a large Chronological Table, collected from the

Works of the nicefi Authors^ and the Informa-

tion of one of the greateft Chronologers now li-

ving. This fl^ows all th Branches of the Hi-

Jiory in an eafie-, fhort and natural View ; and is

mare particular in the 'PartSy and compleat in

its Kind, than any other in the Englifli Tongue.

Only-, by Reafon of this fmaller Edition-, we
were oblig'd to omit the Sttccefflons of the three

Bifloops of Rome, Alexandria and Antioch,

which were in the former ; but thofe the Rea-
der
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der may find fufficiently faticulariz^d in the

Body of the BooL

As to this Second Edition^ I have not much
to fay-, but only That it is more correEt than

theformer^ and in fimefew Tlaces altered and
im^rov^d. I would have done more to ity had
Ifound any Occajion for it : For after I had ex-

amined theformer Impreffion^ and confulted ma-
ny judicious Friends^ I could not learn that

there was a real Occafion for any confiderable

Alterations ; which has given me a greater

Reafon to value it than I had before.

Only I muft not omit one Taff^agCj where^ in

Toint ofChronology^ fome worthy Terfons have
judged me to have been miftaken ; and I cannot

affirm that I am not. It is a nice Matter re-

lating to the true Time of the MaYtyrdom of
St. Ignatius, which I have plac'^d in the loth

Tear ofTYZj^Yi^sReignj A. D. 107. Thefamous
Bijhop Pearfon was once of the fame Ofiniony

as well as Archbijhof Uilier ; but at laft having

conquer'^dfeveral tedious Chronological "Diffictd-

ties J andproceeding upon very exaEt Calculati-

ons ,, Bijhop Pearfon has fix"^ditto the Tear 116',

upon which he has made an excellent 'Diferta-

tion^ lately publifo'd with the new Edition of
IgnatiusV Epftles at Oxford. Mon. Pagi,

and Bijhop Lloyd are both of this lajt Opinion ;

as may he feen in the Critick of the Former up-

on Baronius, under the Tear 107. Tet fill the

Reafons and Arguments us'^d by Mon. Tille-

niont, in his Jjth Note upon the Rdgn ofTra--
a jan,
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jan, are fo ftrong againft this Opnion, and for I

the othery that I did not think it necefary to I

make any Alteration. I am fenfible that there I

are Difficulties attending both Sides^ that are '

not eafily furmomited', and therefore I fhall i

leave it to the Judgement offuch asjhallpleafe
\

to examine the T>tjfertations of thofe two great \

Men, Bijhof Pearfon, and Mon. Tillemont,
i

to determine ofthis Toint as theyfee Qaufe, ^

As to other Objections, I know ofnone worth '\

the Readers Notice ; // any fhall hereafter be i

difcover'd, and Thofe who obferve them will \

fleafe tofavour me with a private Information
,

of them, it Jhall be accepted with all Gratitude
\

afi4 Acknowledgement
\ afid accordingly Amend- \

ment fhall be made thefirfi Opportunity.
'

P l>6uth 7« Xjncolnfhiref;,
November 19, 1709. -

L. E.

THE
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The INTRODUCTION.
Containing n Jhort ^efcriftion of the Holy
Land, with an Account ofthe Jews, their

Government and Legal Confutations^ their

various Revolutions^ Mixtures and T^ivi-

/ions ; Obfervations ufon the gradual md
regular Manifeftation of the Mefliah

;

with fome Hijiorical Matters preceding

the Nativity of our Saviour.

B O O K I.

From the Nativity ofour Blejfed Saviour^ to his Afcen-

fion^ according to the vulgar CnmfutatiofK Cofitain-

ing the Space of ^i Tears and f Months.

CHAP. I.

From the Nativity of our Blejfed Saviour to the Beginmng of
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From the Beginning of the Gojpel^and firft Preaching of John
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a 2 CHAP.



The CONTENTS.
CHAP. III.

From the 'Beginning of the firft Pajfover after ourBleJfed Sa-
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the firft Martyr Stephen, and the firft Difperfon of the
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From the Death of the firft Martyr Stephen, to the firft Call
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From the laji and entire Difperjion of the Jews, to the Be-
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tmder the Emperor M. Aurelius, or Antoninus Philofo-
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CHAP. III.

From the Beginning of the fourth General Perfecution of the

Churchy to the Middle of. the fifth General Perfecution^

under the Emperor Severus, and the Conclufion of the fe^
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CHAP. IV.

From the Middle of the fifth Perfecution^ and Conclufion of

the fecond Century^ to the Beginning of the fixth General

Perfecution of the Church., under the Emperor Maximi-
nus. Containing the Space of about 35' Tears.
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From the Beginning of the fixth General Perfecution of the
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THE

INTRODUCTION.
Containing a Jhort "Defcriplon of the VkAj-

'L-md,wit/j a particular Account ofthe]twSy

their Government and Legal Conftitutionsy

their various Revokitions^ Mixtures and

T)ivifions ; Obfervations upon the oradual

and regular Manifejiation of the Mefliah ;

with fome Hijiorical Matters preceding the

Nativity ofour SAVIOUR,

Y Defign in this follow irg Attempt, is

to give a plain and intelligible Account
of the chief Ecckfiajlical Affairs in the

Three firlt Ages of the Chrillisn Church,

and in part of the Fourth ; to trace Cbri-

ftiamty from its Birth and Infancy, thro'

all its terrible ConfiicSls, to its full Growth
and Vigour ; to fhew it in its Purity and Perfedion, fome-
times languifhing and expiring, then reviving and prevailing

in all Nations, till it became triumphant over the Pagan
World, conquer'd all the Powers of Hell and Earth, and
commanded the additional Support of Human Conftitutions.

But in this great Variety of Aftairs, many Things have been

defe6lively and confus'dly tranfmitted to us; fo that in wri-

ting fuch an Hiftory, Method and Perfpicuity, are almofl as

necefTary as Fidelity and Impartiality. Therefore all thinjs

ought to be reprefented with an artful Simplicity, and in

fuch a regular Manner, ^ they may be moii eafily compre-

B ' ^ headed.



Ecclejiajlical Hijiory,

hendcd, and bed retained ; which I Oiall endeavour to effe6t,

partly by a Chronological Difooiition of the Matter, and a

Periodical Ordering of the main Parts, partly by a conveni-
ent Mixture of the Jewip and Roman Hiftory, and partly

by recounting fuch Circumllances and preceding Accidents,

as will give the greateft Light to the fucceeding Story.

And fince Geography is a very necellary Illullration of Hl-

ftory^ it will not be improper to begin with fome Account
of that Country where Chrlfliamty had its Birth, and where
the true Religion for many Ages was principally known

;

for which Reafon it is moft commonly call'd by the Name
of the Holy-Land.

The Holy-Land^ firft call'd the Land of Canaan^ and the

Land of Promife^ lyes in Afia^ near the mod Weftern Part

of that Quarter of the World, and is bounded on the Eaft

by Arabia Deferta^ixom which it is partly divided by Mount
Gilead^ and Mount Arnon ; on the "Weft, or rather North-

Weft, by the fartheft End of the Mediterranean Sea, and

fome of that Part of Syria call'd Phoenicta; on the North,

or North-Eaft, by the reft of Syria^ from which it is divided

by Anti-Libanus^ and Mount Herman ; and on the South,

and South-Weft, by Arabia Petraa^ and particularly by that

Part of it call'd Idumc^a. It is fituated in a very warm Cli-

mate, between 30 Degr. 4 Min. and 33 Degr. 2 Min. of

Northern Latitude ; and between 64 Degr. 49 Min. and

68 Degr. 20 Min. of Longitude ; being in Length, from

the Northern Parts of Galilee^ to the Southern Parts of

Judcea^ about 200 Englijh Miles ; and in Breadth, from the

Eaftern Parts of Fercea^ to the Weftern Parts of Samaria^

about half as much, and in fome Places lefs : So that it

contain'd a Spot of Land not half fo large as the Kingdom
of England. Yet notwithftanding the Smalnefs of the Li-

mits, and the Heat of the Climate, it furpafs'd all Countries

in the World in Fertility and Pleafantnefs ; being a Land
flowing with Milk and Honey, abounding with the moft de-

licious Fruits and choiceft Grains, replenilh'd with beautiful

Hills and Fountains, with luxurious Vales and Plains, and

pleafant Groves and Forefts, fill'd with fuch Numbers of

rich Cities and Towns, nnd bleft with fuch a fweet Tem-
perature of Aiv, that God thought fit to aflign it for the

Habitation of his Eled People, and promis'd it to the fa-

ther of the Faithful, and his Pofterity, as a Type of the Cc-

leftial Canaan, the Seat of the moft perfed Felicity. This

Country is divided into two unequal Parts by the River

Jordan'., and two Lakes, which are call'd the Sea ofGahleCy

and the Dead Sea. Jordan runs almoft from North to South,
or
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or rather from North-Eaft to South-Weft ; and that Part of

the Country which lyes on the Weft, or North-Weft Side

of this River, is the largeft, and moft confiderabie for Fruit-

fulnefs ; but efpecially for being the Place of the principal

Anions of our Saviour there perform'd ; which have occa-

lion'd fome to call this Part alone by the Name of the

Holy-Land'^ and the other, The Country beyond Jordan.

This is the only Natural Divilion of this Country; as for

National Divilions, I fhall fpeak of them as Occafion fliall

require, and proceed next to

The Inhabitants of this Land, who were principally

defcendcd from Canaan^ the fourth Son of accurfed Cham
or Ham^ one of Noah\ three Sons; from whom this

Country was call'd the Land of Canaan, For immediately ^/^ r</?.

after the Confulion of Languages at Babel.^ and not much J^"-/'-?^"'-

above lOO Years after the Flood, Canaan with his eleven

Sons, pafs'd through Syria and Phoenicia^ and took PofTefli-

on of almoft all that part of the Country on the Weft
Side of Jordan^ afterwards fpreading themfelvcs partly

on the other Side of the River. Five of his Sons were kit

to inhabit Phoenicia and the Coafts of Syria ; and from the

other fix, together with himfelf, fprung feven remarkable

Nations; who, for their Sins, afterwards by God's particu-

lar Appointment were to be utterly extirpated; namely,

the Canaanites^ the Amorites^ the Jebiifites^ the Hittites^ the

Hivites^ the Perizzites^ and Gergejbites ; of whom the three

firft were the moft potent. The Numbers of thefe People
increaling, their Families were fubdivided into many infe-

rior Branches and Soveraignties ; fo that when Jojhua
entered this Land, he found above thirty Kings amongft
them. Belides which, they gradually admitted of feveral

other Nations to be their Neighbours, and partly to mix
with them ; as particularly the Philiftines on the Weftern
Coafts, a Gigantick People of the Race of Mifraim^ the

fecond Son of Cham ; the Moabites and Ammomtes^ beyond
Jordan^ both Defcendents of Lot by his own Daughters

;

with part of the Midianites and Edomites^ Defcendents of
Midian and Efan ; both inhabiting the Southern Parts and
Borders of Arabia. So that this Country, for feveral Ages
after the Flood, was inhabited by a Mixture of divers

Nations; moft of them Idolatrous to ^ high Degree, and
in a fpecial manner hateful to God. * •

'
^

Thefe Nations daily increas'd in Wealth and Numbers,
and liv'd furrounded with Plenty and Pleafures; tho' not
free from frequent Wars and Contefts among themfelvcs

:

Yet they never met with any dangerous or fatal Diftur-

fe 2 bance.
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bance, 'till near Sco Years after the firft Plantation of the

Land ; when the Ifraelites^ under their great Commander
Jojbud took forceable Poflcffion of it, fubduM thefe People,

,

and in a few Ages enflav'd and dcltroy'd all the old In-
ui]:n. habitants. This memorable Invafion of the Ifraelites was

in the 25'5'3dYcar of the World, 897 Years after the Flood,
and about 145-1 before our Saviour's Nativity; the Land
of Cayman having been promised to them 470 Years before

by the immediate Voice ofHeaven. Therefore that I may pur-

fue the Story regularly, it will be necelFary to look a little

back, and make ibme Enquiry into the (Jriginal and Cir-

cumitances of thefe People call'd Ifraelites.

They were call'd Ifraelites.^ from their firlt Founder Ifrael.,

or Jacoh., the Son of Ifaac.^ and Grandfon of Abraham ; and
likewife Hebrews.^ from Heber.^ one of the Progenitors

of that Patriarch, and of the Fourth Generation after iVi?^/^.

Thefe were particularly feparatcd by Hei^ven, and in a

fhort Time became a numerous and formidable Nation,

had the Afliftance of God's miraculous Hand, and were
made a Scourge and a Terror to all their Oppofers and
Neighbours. Tho' they were for fome Time under a

miferable Servitude \XiJEgyp.^^tx. Heaven catne triumphant-

ly in to their Succour, lent all Kinds of Plagues among
their OpprefTors, and deliver'd them out of their Hands

;

loading them with the Riches of that Country, and a-

mazingly deilroying the King thereof, and his innumerable

Army. After which, and their miraculous Paflage through

the Red Sea., they were led by Mofes into the Deiarts of
Arabia'^ in which wild Place they for their Sins were
oblig'd to w^ander forty Years : Yet Hill they were pro-

tected from above, and fupported by a continual Succeffion

of Miracles, 'till they arrived at the Borders of the Land
o? CarjaaK. So that thefe People were fufficientlydillingui-

fned from all others in the World; and not only by God's
immediate Protedion, but likewife by his peculiar Promifes

;

efpecially that of the Meffiah^ the Saviour of the World,
who was to fpring from their Nation. For which Rea-

fon, they were frri6lly prohibited not only from joining

with the Worfhip of other Nations, but likewife from
intermixing with them by Marriages, or any other kind of

natural Alliance.

But what .dill farther diftinguifli'd thefe People from all

others, was their Laws and Cuftoms, which were elta-

blifn'd by God himielf ; and, excepting the Moral Precepts,

w^ere in the main peculiar to this Nation ; conlifting of two
kinds, Ceremonial and Polhical. The former were inftitu-
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ted for a double End

;
partly for the more orderly Worfhip

of God, and to prefcrvc the People trom Idolatry; but

principally to be Types and Figures of the Evangelical State,

Shadows of good 'things to come^ vilible and fymbolical Re-
prefentatiohs of the Mejjiah^ and thofe mighty Blelfings and

Privileges to be introduc'd by Him; which no doubt wai
the Reafon why God was fo peculiarly pundual in the Di-

redions he gave about the minuteit Circumftances of the

Temple-Minillration, becaufe every Part of it had a Glance

at a future and better ftate of Things. The Number of

their Ceremonies and Cuitoms was great, and the Obferva-

tion fo burthenfom, that the whole Nation groan'd under

the Weight of the Yoak. They were principally fuch as

related to God's WorOiip; and may be reduc'd to, i. Such
Things as concern'd the IVorJhip it felf : 2. The Circum-

llance of the Place where: 3. The Time when: and 4. The
Perfons who were to attend it. Of all which it will be

convenient to give fome brief and general Account.

The IVorfiip of the Ifraelites^ belides their Prayers, con-

fided chiefly in two Things, Sacrifices and Sacraments. The
former were the conilant and molt folemn Part of their

publick Worfhip ; for they had their continual Burnt-Oirer-

ing, a Lamb offered every Morning and Evening with a

Meafure of Flower, Oil and Wine; and the Charge de-

frayed out of the publick Treafury. The reft of their Sacri-

fices may be coniider'd either as they were Expiatory or

Euchartftlcal. The former were thofe that were ofier'd as

an Atonement for the Sins of the People, to pacify tne Di-
vine Difpleafure; whichthey efteded by vertue of their ty-

pical Relation to that great Sacrifice which the Son of God
was in the Fulnefs of Time to otfer up for the Sins of the

World. Thefe were either for the Expiation of Sin in ge-

neral, or deiign'd for particular Offences; of which were
two kinds ; the Sth-Ojj^ering.^ for involuntary Offences com-

^^

mitted throvjgh Error, Ignorance, or Surprize; and the

'^^di^^-^lf^'^''^-J,-, i'^JJ^ premeditated Tranfgrelfions, which
the Party couM not pretend to have been theEffeds of Sur-
prize or Chance. Lucharifitcal Sacrifices wereTeftimonies
o't Gratitude for Mercies receiv'd from God; of which
there were three kinds efpccially; namely, the Meat-Offer-

ings compos'd of things without Life, and the Fruits of the

Earth ; which the Worfhipper offer'd as a thankful Return
for the daily Prefervation and Proviiions of Life : The Peace-

Offerings made up of Living Creatures ; oiier'd either out
of a grateful Senfe of fome particular Blefling conferred, or

as. a voluntary Ortering to which the Party by Vow oblig'd

B 3 himfelf,
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himfelf, in Expedation of fome Benefit or Deliverance to

come : And the \thankfgiving-Offer'tng\ a mixt Sacrifice,

conlifting of Living Creatures and the Fruits of the Earth,

which they might offer at their own Pleafure, only with
fome Limitations. What other Provifions we find con-
cerning Ceremumal Uncleatmejfes^ Purifications^ FrrJI-Fruits,

the Firji-Born^ 'tenths^ &c. are eafily reducible to fome of
thofe Heads already mentioned. The other Part of their

Worfbip concern'd their Sacraments ; which were two, Ctr-

cumctfion^ and the Fafchal Supper^ or the Pdjfover : Circum-
.- cifion was the Federal Rite by God annexed as a Seal to the

Covenant which he made with Abraham and his Pofle-

rity, and was accordingly renewM and taken into the Body
of the Mofaical Conftitutions. This was to be adminiftred

the eighth Day after the Birth of the Child ; which the Jews
underitand not of fo many compleat Days, but the current

Time, fix full Days, and part of the other two. The other

Sacrament was the Pajfover^ or the Eating of the Pafchal

Lamib; which was inilituted as an Annual Memorial of
their miraculous Deliverance from t\\t\x Mgyptian Bondage:
This was celebrated with extraordinary Ceremony and So-
lemnity, bt^caufe it fo eminently typify'd the immaculate
Lamb of God, and Man's Spiritual Deliverance from the

Bondage of Sin and Hell.

Next we are to take notice of the Places of their Pub-
lick Worfliip, which were either the T'abemacle rriade in

the Wildernels, or the Temple ; afterwards built at Jerttfa-

km ; between which there was no other DitFerence as to

the efTeiitial Delign, (tho' in the Beauty and Workman fhip)

than that the Tabernacle was a moveable Temple, as the

Temple was an immoveable Tabernacle. No other Place

was allov/'d for Sacrifices and the Service belonging to

them,thefe being a Type of that only Mediator JefusChrift^

in whom alone Mens Sins cou'd be expiated : So that for

them to ere6l an Altar, or offer Sacrifices in any other

Place, tho' it were to the true God, was a typical Idolatry,

implying a Multiplicity of Mediators; of v/hofe Unity, this

one Place of Worfhip, and this one Altar, was a compleat

Sign. The Parts of tne Tabernacle, or Temple, were three

;

^ the Holteft of ally the. Holy Place^ and the Outward Court.
''^

Into the firft of thefe, ' calfd San£lum SanBorttm^ none en-

trcd but the High-Friefl:, and that but once a Year, it being

a Type of Heaven. In this was the Goldeji Cenfer^the Gol-

den Pot of Manna^ the Rod of Aaron that budded^ and the

Ark of the Covenant ; in which lafl were the two Tables of

ibe Lawy and over it the Cherubims of Glory^ who looking

toward^
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towards each other, fhadow'd the Mercy Seat, which i?^5

the golden Covering to the Ark ; where God veiling his

Majefty, was wont to manifelt his Prefence, to give An-
fwers, and to fhew himfelf retoncil'd to his People. The
fecond Partition, call'd the Holy-Place or San^iuary, was
that Place where the Priells only enter'd to perform their

daily Miniflrations ; in which was the Golden Candleftlck

with i^NQVL Branches, the T'abfe furrounded with a Border

and a Crown of Gold ; upon which was plac'd the Shew
JBr^^^ for the Priefts ; and the Golden /Jhar of Incenfe^whext-

on they burnt the ^^eet Qdbrs every Morning and Eve-

ning. The third Divilioa^ caR'^irtl^e Outward Court, and
the Court o/Ifrael, was the P/ace'^ppointed for the People

to offer up their Prayers -^nd^Sacrifices ; into which no un-
clean or uncircumcis'd !Perfon was permitted to enter. In

this Part flood the Brazen Altar, upon which tl^ facred

Fire from Heaven, by w^hich the Sacrifices were confum'd,

was continually preferv'd; and the BrazefKLa\eii;,.-whtitiii

the Priells walh'd their Hands and Feet, "^en going into

the Sanduary; ahd b^bjhey and the People, when ready

to offer Sacrifices. rf'T'rlie Temple after feveral Ages an
Addition w^as made of a fourth Court, call'd the Court of the

Gentiles ^^ into which all unclean Perfons and Profelyte Gentiles

might enter* *and in this v^^as the Corban, or Treafury be-

longing to the Temple. To thefe Laws concerning the

Place of Worfhip, we may reduce thofe that relate to the

holy Veffels and Utenlils of the Tabernacle and the Tem-
ple; as Candlefticks, Snuffers, Dipes, and the like; all which,
as well as the other Inftitutions, had their proper Mylleries

and Significations.

The itated T^trnes and Seafons of their Worfhip are in the

third place to be confider'd ; and they were either Daily,

IVeekly, Monthly, or Tearly. Their Daily Worfhip was at

the Tnne of the Morning, and the Evening Sacrifice. Their
Weekly Solemnity was the Sabbath, which was to be ob-

ferv'd with all imaginable Care and Stridnefs ; they being

commanded to reft from all fervile Labours, and to attend

the Duties and Offices of Religion. Their Monthly Fefti-

vals were the New-Moons, wherein they w^ere to found the

Trumpets over the Sacrifices and Oblations, and to cele-

brate them with great Exprelfions of Joy and Triumph, in

a grateful Remembrance of the Bleffings confcrr'd upon
them the preceding Month. Their Annual Solemnities were
either Ore-nary or Extraordinary : The Ordinary were thole

that return'd every Year ; of v/hich the firft v/as the Pajfo"

B 4 'ver^
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y vA-^ to be celebrated upon the fourteenth Day of the firft

Month, or March ; as a Memorial of their Deliverance out
of Jiigyp ; and to continue with many other Ceremonies,
for feven Days. The fecond was Pentecoji^ called the

Feaft oflVceks'^ becaufe it was exadly feven Weeks, or fifty

Days after the Pajfover. . It was alfo of feven Days Conti-
nuance, and inftituted partly in Memory of the Promulga-
tion of the Law at Mount Sinat^ fifty Days after the firft

Paffovcr in Ji^'^gypt ; and partly as a Thankfgiving for their

Harvefl, which utually was fully gathered in about this

Time. The third was the Feajiof'I'abernacles^ begun on
the fifteenth Day of the feventh Mohth, or September^

continuing eight Days; at which Time theydv/elt in Booths
or Tabernacles made of green Boughs, as a Memento of
their fojourniug in Tents in the Wildernefs, and a fcnfible

Demoiiilration of the tranlitory Duration of theprefentLife.

Thefc were the three great Solemnities, wherein all the

Males of Ifracl were oblig'd to appear before the Lord, and
for many Ages at Jemfaiem where the Temple flood, and
to prefent themlelves and tlieir Oflerings in Teftimony of
their Homage and Devotion. Belides which they had fome
Feftivals of lefTer Note, fuch as the Feajl of Trumpets^ and
that of Expiation. The Extraordinary Annual Solemnities,

were thofe that recurr'd but once in the Periodical Return
of fevcral Years ; fuch was the Sabbatical Year, w^hich was
every feventh Year, wherein the Land was to lye fallovv^,

and the People were to forbear Ploughing, or in any man-
ner cultivating the fame. But the great Sabbatical Year was
that of Jubilee., v/hich returned at the End of i^tvQw ordina-

ry Sabbatical Years; that is every fiftieth Year; the Ap-
proach of which was folemnly proclaim'd by the Sound of
Trumpets : In it all Servants were releas'd, all Debts dif-

charg'd, and mortgng'd Eflates reverted to their proper

Heirs ; which nobly iJiadow'd put the Freedom and Privi-

leges of the Evangelical State.

Laflly, we are to confider the Perfons by w^hom their

publick Worfhip was adminifter'd : And thefc were, firft,

an Higb-Prie/}., who had his proper Offices and Rules of
Duty, and his peculiar Habit and Confecration ; fecondly,

Ordinary Priefts., whofe Buiinefs was to inftru6l the People,

to pray and offer Sacrifice, to blefs the Congregation, and to

judge in cafes of Leprofie and fuch like ; and thirdly, the

Le'vites.^ who were to affift the Priclls in preparing the Sa-

crifices, to bear the Tabernacie v/liile it lafted, and lay up

nid clcanfc its Vefiels and Uteafils, to guard the Courts.

and
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and Chambers of the Temple, to watch weekly there by

Turns, to fing and celebrate the Praifes ofGod with Hymns
,

and Mufical Inflruments, and to joyn with the Priefts in

judging and determining Ceremonial Cafes. There were
many Orders and Courfes of Priefts among the Ifraelites^

and tho' all of them were Types of Chr'tft^ yet it was the

High-Prieft who did eminently typitie him, and that in fe-

veral Particulars : As in the Unity and Singularity of his

Office ; in the Qualifications of his Perfon, which was to

be in all Refpeds perfed and comely ; in the Manner of
his Confccration ; and in his fingular Capacity, that he a-

lone might enter into the Sandtum Sandorum ; which he

did once a Year upon the great Day of Expiation^ with ex-

traordinary Pomp and Solemnity, killing Sacrifices, burning

Incenfe, fprinkling the Vidim's Blood upon the Mercy-
Seat, going within the Veil, and making an Atonement
within the Holy Place. All which immediately referred to

that one Mediator between God and Man^ the Man yefus

Chr'ift^ who, by the Sacrifice of himfelf and through the Veil

of hts own hlejh enter''d^ not into the Holy Place made with
Hands, but into Heaven it felf now to appear in the Pre-

fence of God for us.

Befides thefe Ceremonial Laws already enumerated, the

Ifraelites had feveral other particular Commands, and Ri-

tual Conftitutions about Meats and Drinks, and other

Things relating to human Life. Such was the Difference

they were to make between the Creatures, Ibme to be clean,

and others unclean ; fuch were feveral forts of Pollutions

and Unclean nelTes, which were not Sins in their own Na-
ture, but Ceremonial Defilements ; and of this Kind were
feveral Provilions about' Apparel, Diet, and the ordering

Family Afiairs, all evidently of a Ceremonial and Typical
Afpeft, but too long to be infifted on in this Place. Where-
fore I fhall proceed next, (tho' bit to a bare mentioning) of
The other Sort of Laws given to the Ifraelites.^ which,

befides thofe purely Moral., were Political and Judicial.

Thefe were the Munipal Laws of the Nation, ena6led for

the well Ordering of the State, and were a kind of an
Appendage to the fecond Table ofthe Decalogue,as the Ce-
remonial Laws were to the firft. They may be conceiv'd

under thefe four Heads : Firft, fuch as refpe6ted Men in

their private and domeftick Capacities, concerning Husbands
and Wives, Parents and Children, and Mafters and Ser-

vants : Secondly, fuch as concerned the Publick and Com-
monwealth, relating to Magiftrates and Courts of Juftice,

to Contrads and Bargains, to Eftates and Inheritances, an4
to
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to Executions and Punifliments : Thirdly, fuch as belong-
ed to Strangers and Matters of foreign Nature ; as Laws
concerning Peace and War, Commerce and Dealing with
Perfons of other Nations : And laftly, fuch as fecured the
Honour and Intereft of Religion, Laws againft Apoftates,

and Idolaters, Wizards, Conjurers and Falfe-Prophets, a-

gainft Blafphemy, Sacrilege and fuch like Crimes. All
which Laws were peculiarly calculated for the Ifraelites ;

and tho' proceeding from the wifeft Lawgiver, they were
not obligatory to other Nations, befides fuch of them as

were Branches of the Law of Nature, the Reafon of Them
being immutable and eternal.

Thus were the Ifraelites diftinguifh'd from all other Peo-
ple and Nations, as well by the Favours and Promifes
from Heav'n, as their peculiar Laws and Cuftoms. They
were diflinguifh'd from each other only by their twelve
Tribes, as being Defcendents of the twelve Sons o^ Jacob
or Ifrael; and when they entered the Land of Canaan^ they

divided it into twelve Parts or Portions, one for each Tribe.

The Northern Parts were given to the Tribes of 4/>r, Nep-
thalt^ Zabztlon^ and IJfachar ; the middle Parts, to that of
Ephratm^znd. h3.\f ofMa^^ajfe^ ; the Southern Parts to thofe

of Jtidah^ Benjamin^ Dan and Simeon ; and the Country
beyond Jordan^ to thofe of Reuben^ Gad^ and the other half

o£ Mana/feb. Levi, which makes a thirteenth Tribe^ be-

ing feleded for the fpecial Service of God, was difperfed

among all the other Tribes, had 48 Cities, the Tenths of
all the Profits of the Land ; and many other ^reat Ad-
Tantages and Privileges. At the firft Entrance ot the Ifra-

elites, and the Diviiion of the Land, they had many mira-

culous Vidories, and ftupendous Succelles; yet the old In-

habitants were not immediately deilroy'd nor fubdu'd, be-

ing particularly referv'd by God for many Years to be

Scourges, and Thorns in their Sides, whenever they be-

came ftubborn or idolatrous. Their Government at this

Time w^as a kind of an Ariflocracy, or rather, as the Fa-

thers call it, a T'heocracy; the Legiflative Power being

more im.mediately in God himfelf, and the Executive, as it

|s generally believ'd, in the Congregation of the Elders

;

which confided of 70 Perfons, and was ufually ftil'd the

Sanhedrim, or Grand Council : Only upon all Exegencies,

they had a fupream Officer call'd a Judge, whofe Autho-
|:ity was more properly that of a General of an Army, than

a Governor of a Nation. This Government continued,

under fixteen feveral Judges, from the Death of Mofes, and
the PafTage into Canaan^ 35-6 Years, according to the moft

exajSt
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exaft Chronologers. During which Space, the Tabernacle

was principally fix'd at Sh'tlolo^ a City of the Tribe of £-
fhraim^ almoil in the Middle of the whole Country ; and
the Ifraelites met with many fevere Opprellions from their

Neighbours, and no lefs fignal Deliverances from Heaven

;

which Viciffitudes continually hapned according to theMea-
fures of their Obedience or Rebellion.

At length, after a great Reformation of Religion by So-

muel^ the laft of the Judges, in the Year of the World
•2909, the Ifraelites grew weary of this kind ofGovernment,
and mutinoully cry'd out for a King ; which fo provok'd
the Almighty that he fent them Saul^ a Prince warlike and
brave, but cruel and tyrannical, and difobedient to his Cre-

ator ; 'till at laft he was abandon'd by him, and plung'd in-

to all the Miferies that attend Confufion and Defpair. He
was fucceeded by David^ a Man after God's own Heart;

who happily reftor'd the Church, took Jerufalem^ and made
it the Royal City of the Nation ; conquer'd feveral Coun-
tries, and much enlarg'd his Dominions, even from ^gyp
to Euphrates ; the utmoft Limits promis'd by God to Abra-
ham's Seed above 880 Years before. But for fome Sins

which he committed, he was not permitted to efte61: that

great Work, the Building of a Temple
;
yet at his Death,

he left- more Treafure, and vafter Sums we find for that

Defign, than ever was recorded in any Hiftory either fa-

cred or prophane. After 40 Years Reign his Son Solomon

fucceeded him, a Prince the moft renowned in the World,
both for Wifdom and Magnificence, who undertook and
finifh'd what his Father David had defign'd; having the

Honour of being the firft Man in the World, who ere6ted

a Temple to the true God. The 1 5-0000 Perfons employed

in the Undertaking,the 3600 general Overfeers, together with
the feven Years Building, give us a noble Idea of the Great-

nefs of the Work ; which was fo furprizingly beautiful and
glorious, that it was accounted one of the greateft Won-
ders of the World. This was finifh'd in the 3000th Year uf.m,

of the World, and about 486 after the firft ereding of the

Tabernacle; at which Time, when the Temple was dedi-

cated, the Majelty of God became confpicuous m it, by a

Cloud of Glory, and Fire from Heaven. Now was the

State of Ifrael in the Height of its Splendor and Glory, and
fo continu'd in the utmoft Peace and Plenty moft of this

Reign; which lafted 40 Years. A King fo wife and know-
ing, a Court fo pompous and magnificent, a People fo

rich and flouri filing, were never known before or fince

that Time. Bat tht great Errors and Infirmities of Solo-

moff
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mon in his latter Days caus'd God to deprive the Nation of
this mighty Profperity, and to put an End to the united
Monarchy of Ifrael^ which had, excepting two Years, con-
tinu'd intire about 120 Years from the lirft EftabliOiment

o)^ Saul. Ycut is believ'd that it was not fo abfolute a Mo-
narchy, but that the Sanhedrim retain'd a very great Power
and Authority, tho' not equal to that in the Time of the

Judges,

Upon the Death of Solomon^ in the 3030th Year of the

World, and 974th before our Saviour's Nativity, his Son
Rehoboam by his indifcreet Roughnefs caus'd Ten of the

Twelve Tribes to revolt from him; fo that the Nation be-

came divided into two diftind and independent Kingdoms,
one caird the Kingdom of Judah^^ and the other the King-
dom of l[rael\ the former adhering to Rehoboam., and the

latter chufing Jeroboam for their King. The Kingdom of
Judah contained all the Southern Parts of the Land, and
about a Fourth of the whole, being about 100 Miles m
length, and 60 in Breadth ; confifling of the two Tribes of
Judah and Benjamin., and fo much of Dan and Simeon as

lay intermix'd with Judah ; its Royal City being Jerusalem

in the Tribe o^ Benjamin. 'T)\t Kingdom oi Ifrael contained,

all the Northern and middle Parts of the Land, together

with the Country beyond Jordan., confiding of the reft of
the Tribes ; the Royal City, during the Time of this King-
dom's Continuance, htm^Samaria in the Tribe of Ephraim.,

net much above 30 Miles North-Eaft of Jerufalem. Not-
withflanding the Smallnefs of thefe two Kingdoms, their

Power and Forces were extraordinary; as appears from their

vaO: Armies which they lent into the Field, particularly

when Abtjah the fecond King of Judah alter the Diviiion

led an /.riny of 4000CO Men againft Jeroboam King of If-

rael., who brought double the Number ; which latter was
defeated with the lofs of fooooo of his Men. Not long

after AbijaFs Son Afa led an Army againlt the Arabians

or Ethiopians confiiling of fSoooo Men ;
yet he was much

cxceededbyhisSon7^/:7*?yZ?^z/'/:;^/,who had lifted ySocooMen
out of the I'ribe of Judah., and 380000 out of Benjamin.,

in all 1 1 60000 Men : An infinite Proportion, for a Spot

of Land not much larger than one particular County in

England:, and furpalTing all Belief, had not the Holy Scrip-

tures affirmed it, and God himielf promifed it to Abraham.,

'That his Seed Jhould be as the Duji of the Earth., and the

Stars of Heave?i for Multitude.

Upon the Diviiion of the Kingdorrs,7^r'9^,^^;?2 judg'd no
way more eftedual to fccure his new acquired Sovereignty,

thai}



7-/^f I N T R O D U C T I O N. 13

than by diverting his Subje6ts from the Temple and the

Worfhip at Jerujalem ; therefore out of a curfed Policy he

ereded two golden Calves in Dan and Bethel^ one in the

Tribe of Nepthali^ and the other in Ephraim ; perfuading

the People there to make their publick Adorations and Sa-

crifices, appointing Priefts and other Officers for that pur-

pofe. From which time the true Religion began vifibly to

ebb and decay, and Idolatry to gain ground atter a notori-

ous manner : And tho' God permitted the Kingdom to con-

tinue under the Government of nineteen feveral Kings, all

of whom were idolatrous and impious
;

yet he foon made
it decline, and after the fpace of 25-4 Years from the Death ,

of Solomon^ finally deftroy'd it by the Hand of Salmanajfer
"

'

King of AJfyria^ who not only ravag'd the Country, but

carry'd all the Ten Tribes captive into his own Domini-
ons, and planted other Nations in their room. So that this

Kingdom became a part of the great AJfyrian Empire; only

the Moabites and Ammon'ttes by their Indullry regain'd fome
part of their ancient Dominions in the Country beyond Jor-
dan. This great Alteration and firfl Difpcrfion of the Is-

raelites happened in the 3283d of the World, and 721 Years
before our Saviour's Nativity ; and as to their State and
Fortunes afterwards we have no certain Account.

In the mean time the Kingdom of Judah was fomewhat
more profperous, and continu'd 133 Years longer than the

Kingdom of Ifrael., under the Government of twenty feve-

ral Kings. Thefe two Tribes of Judah and Benjamin were
more obedient to God and their King, firmly adhering to

the Worfhip of the Temple; tho' even here Idolatry in fome
Places maintained its Ground, having taken Root in the

Reign oi Solomon
.^
who had been betray'd into thefe Follies

by his exceeding Fondnefs to his Wives. Tho' fome ot

the fucceeding Princes much endeavoured to deflroy it, yet

it was reviv'd again by others, and with other Impieties fo

much cncreas'd, that when the Preachings of the Prophets,

and the Example of the other Tribes Punifhment, would
not avail, God thought fit to deliver the whole Nation in-

to the Hands of Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon., who firft

conquered the King and Kingdom, and nineteen Years after

led all the Inhabitants captive to Babylon., and utterly de-

ftroy'd the City of Jerusalem., together with the glorious

Temple, after it had flood 416 Years, the Wonder and En-
vy of the World. This was the fecond memorable Capti-

vity of the //r^^Z/Ve-j, beginning 114 Years after the other,

tho' not completed 'till thd Deflrudion of Jerufalem and
tht
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the Temple ; when all things were left in a miferable De-
folation, and the Inhabitants made a Scorn to all Nations.

After 70 Years Captivity, in the 3468th Year of the World,
and 5'36th before our Saviour's Nativity, Cyrus the Great,

King of Perfia and Babylon^ by means of a Divine Impulfe,
reftor'd thefe tv^o Tribes to their ancient Habitations, and
gave them Commiflion to rebuild their City and Temple.
Which lad Work v^as immediately begun, and continued

with great Diligence by Zeruhbabel and others ; but with fo

much Oppofition from the neighbouring Inhabitants, that it

was not finilhed 'till twenty Years after. And after all the

Care and Zeal of the Undertakers, this fecond Temple was
far inferior to the firft, not only in the outward Beauty and
Magnificence, but alfo in the want of five inward or more
Ipiritual Advantages, which were accounted the Glory of
the Ifraelttes ; namely, the Ark of the Covenant^ the Fire from
Heofven that lay upon the Altar, the Shekinah or Prefence

of the Divine Majefty on the Mercy Seat, the Ur'tm and
Thumm'tm^ and the Sftrit of Prophecy^ which departed from
the Nation not many Years after. About 61 Years after the

Dedication of this Temple, the Buildings of Jerufalem were
all finifh'd, and the Walls completed, 45-4 Years before the

i^ra of our Saviour's Nativity ; in which Year, Uper and
the beft Chronologers place the Beginning of Daniefs fe-

venty Weeks. And about this time, as Jofephus informs

us, thefe two furviving Tribes of Judah and Benjamin loft

their ancient Name of Ifraelites^ and have ever fince been
called by the Name of Jews. There was not only an Al-
teration in their Name, but alfo in their Language and their

Government. Their Language was chang'd from the pure

Hebrew to one compos'd of C^aldee and Hebrew, fince call'd

the Syriack ; which Language they continually us'd 'till the

laft Deftrudion of Jerufalem by Titus. And their Govern-
ment was now no longer Regal, but rather Sacerdotal, the

High Prieft having the greateft Authority, but the greateft

Power was retain'd by the Sanhedrim.

For 122 Years afcer the Finifhmg of the Walls of Jeru-

falem., the Jews., tho' confined to fmall Dominions, and dc-

fpis'd by their Neighbours, continued in a tolerable Degree
of Quiet and Profperity. At which time, the whole Land
of Canaan or Ifrael became fubje6l to the Macedonian or

Grecian., as before it had been to the Babylonian and Per-

fian Empires. This was effeded by Alexander the Great

;

after whofe Death this Country fell to the Share of the

Kings of Syria., by whom it began to be call'd by the Name
of Palefiine., and was divided into thefe five diftin6k Pro-

vinces,
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vinces, three on the Weft Side, and two in the Country be-

yond Jordan. I . GaVtlee^ the moft Northern Province, bor-

dering upon v^iyn^ and P/:;a?»;a^, and containing the old Habi-

tation of the four Tribes ofAfer^ Nepthalt^ Zabulon and Ijja--

char; being divided into the L^^^r and Low^r, and about Sj*

Miles in Length, and 70 in Breadth. 2. Samaria^ on the South

of Galilee^ and bordering xfporv the Mediterranean Sea, con-

taining the old Habitation of the Tribe of Ephraim and ha!f

of Manajfeh; being about 75- Miles Long, and near 5'0 ia

Breadth. 3. JW^^^, South, or rather South-Weft of vS'^;»^rf/z,

containing the Habitation oftheTribes oijudah and Benjam'my
together with Dan and Simeon ; being almoft the fame with

the old Kingdom of Judah^^ndi about 100 Miles in Length,

and 60 in Breadth. Beyond Jordan were, 4. T'raconhis^ oa
the Eaft of Galilee^ bordering upon Syria., and containing

the old Habitation of the other half of Manajfeh ; being a

Country lefs fruitful than the reft, and about 70 Miles ia

Length, and 5'o in Breadth, j*. Peraa^ (which Name was
fometimes given to all that Country beyond Jordan) oa
the South of T'raconitis., and Eaft of Samaria and Judtza^

containing the old Habitation of the two Tribes of Gad
and Reuben., and fomewhat more; being about no Miles

in Length, and near 60 in Breadth. This was the Divisi-

on of the whole Land, which continued to our Saviour's

Time ; when another Province was added by the Romans
to this Country, call'd Idumcea., which took in fome of the

Southern Parts of Judcea., and Part of Arabia.

Of thefe five Provinces, the Jews only poftefs'd that call'd

Judaa.^ and for a confiderable Space not ail that, being hated
and opprefs'd by all their Neighbours, efpecially the powerful
Nations of JEgypt and Syria.^ two great Branches of the
Macedonian or Grecian Empire. The King of the former,
Ptolemeus Lagi., fhortly after the Death of Alexander., en-
tered Judaea., took Jerufaieni it felf, and carried infinite

Numbers both of the City and the Country captive intoM-
gypt. This was the third remarkable Difperlion of this Peo-
ple, which happened in the 320th Year before Chrift, and
216 Years after their Return from Babylon. After this, they
were extremely harrafs'd by the Kings of Syria^ efpecially

by Antiochus Epiphanes., who in the 1 70th Year before Chrift,

entered Jerusalem., made a miferable Slaughter of the Inha-
bitants, prophan'd and pillag'd the Temple, and compell'd
many by Tortures both to eat forbidden Meats, and offer

Sacrifice to Idols. At which time God rais'd up Mattathiat

a Prieft, and the Head of the Afmonaan Family, who toge-

ther with his three brave Sons and Succeflbrs, Judas Mac^
cab^euSy
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cabaus,, Jonathan^ and S'tmon^ became fo fiiccefsfiil in avert-

ing the Liberty of their Country, that the Jews in few
.Years not only freed Jud^a from the Syrians^ but likewife

. cnlarg'd their Dominions to the gaining of almoft all the

old Pofleflions of the Twelves Tribes of Ifrael^ together

with Idumxa^ whofe Inhabitants they compell'd to be cir-

/ cumcis'd. Infomuch, that in 62 Years, Arlftobulus^ one of
' the SuccefTors of the Maccabees^ thought fit to take the

Crown upon him, and was the firft King over the Jews af-

ter the Babylonian Captivity ; their Sacerdotal Government,
as it is called by fome, having continued, without any no-
ted Intermiffion, 428 Years.

But this new Regal Government continu'd not free and
independent above 46 Years ; at which time Pompey^ the

great General of the Romans^ coming down like a Torrent
upon the Eafl, was by the Ufurpation o?Ariftobulus II. and
the Indifcretion of his Brother Hircanus^ made Mafter of
all this Country : So that Palefiine from this time became a

Province of the Roman Empire; which happened 62 Years
before the vulgar ^ra of our Saviour's Nativity. Yet not-

withftanding this Conqueft, the former Laws and Cuftoms
were continued to this Country, as alfo the Sacerdotal Go-
vernm.ent, which remain'd about 22 Years longer in its full

Force ; 'till Herod an Idumxan Prince, accidentally obtain'd

the Kingdom oijudxa of the Senate of Rome^md in three

Years became Mafter of the whole Country, which he en-

larg'd, and brought to a greater Degree of Grandeur and
Magnificence, than ever it had been in fince the Reign of
Solomon : Yet at the fame tim.e he deprefs'd the Priefthood,

extirpated the Maccabaan Family, and miferably enflav'd the

Inhabitants. This was the firft Foreigner to whom the Jews
became immediately fubje6t; in whofe Reign our BlefTed

Saviour came into the World: So that the ancient Prophe-

cy of the Scepter s departing from Judak^ is by the bed Cri-

ticks fuppos'd to begin to tdkc Place at this time, though it

was not intirely completed 'till the laft Deftrudtion of Je-
rufaleniy and the fatal DilTolution of the Jewijh State.

11. From this Ihort Account already given, it will ap-

pear, that at the time of our Saviour's coming into the World,
the Inhabitants of the Land of Canaan or Palefiine were a

Mixture of divers Nations, both of Foreigners and Na-
tives ; and that the Jews themfelves were but a Remnant
of an often fcatter'd, conquered, and captivated People;

but two entire Tribes of Twelve, and thofe tributary both

to Herod and the Romans. The Foreigners who refided in

this
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this Country were principally Grecians and Romans', the

former being the Rcliques of the Macedonian Empire, and

the latter, Magiftrates, Governors, and Soldiers, to keep it

in Obedience, and to receive the Tributes. The reft of the

Inhabitants, tho' of many different Extrads, may principally

be conceiv'd under thefc two following Names, i. Jews^

and Z.Samaritans; of whom, for Difpatch fake, I fhall firft

take notice of the latter.

I. The Samaritans were principally Defcendents of thofe

AJfyrians whom Salmanajfer fent to inliabit the Kingdom of

Ifrael., when he carry'd the Ten Tribes captive ; originally

Pagans
.,
and calFd Cutbites by the Jews^ either from the

Name of their Country, or by Way of Reproach. But
mixing with the Remainder of the I'ribes, and being pu-

nifh'd with Lions, and inftrufted by fame Ifraelitijb Priefts^

they gradually receded from their Pagan Idolatries ; and af-

ter the Babylonian Captivity, they became zealous in the

Worfhip of the true God. They were circumcis'd, offer'd

Sacrifices, perform'd the Ceremonies of the Law, and ex-

pefted the Mejfiah^ who was to deliver them from all Cala-

mities, and teach them all Things : Yet they never com-
ply'd with Judaifm any farther than to own the five Books
of Mofesj rejeding all the Prophets and the other Sacred

Writings. And tho' they had Priefts and Sacrifices like the

Jews., yet they would not allow Jerufalem to be the Place

of publick Worfhip ; therefore to divert the common Sort

from the Temple of God, by the means ofSanballat., a great

Prince of their Nation, they ere61:ed another Temple of
great Magnificence, upon Mount Gerizirr.., near Sichem., and
not far from Samaria ; imitating the Policy, tho' not the

Idolatry of Jeroboam., the firft King of Ifrael after the Divi-

fion. This Temple was built 204 Years after the Babylo^

man Captivity, and 332 befote our Saviour's Nativity, and
proved a great weakning to the Jewip Church; for all pro-

fligate Wretches, Malefa<Slors, and excommunicated Perfons
among the Jews., immediately repair'd to this Place, and
join'd with the Samaritan Worfhip. This, with fome for-

mer Refentments, occafion'd fuch violent Heats between
the Jews and Samaritans., tho' immediate Neighbours, that

they would have no Commerce or Correfpondence with
each other, and one continually branded the other with the

moft reproachful Titles imaginable. About 200 Years after,

thtjews growing powerful by the Valour of t\vQ Maccabees.,

the Samaritans were fubdu'd by John Hircanus^ who de-

ftroy'd Samaria and their Schifmatical Temple, and confin'd

them to a narrower Spot of Land, even to that little Pro-

C vince
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vince of Samaria^ which I have before defcribM. Yet this

did not extinguifh their Hatred and Prejudices, but they ftill

kept Mount Gcrizim for their Place of publick Worfhip, •

and continued their Schifm 'till the total Deftrudion of both
Nations by Titus the Emperor.
The Principles oix}^<;: Samaritans^ befides their rejedingall

the Scriptures but the Books of Mofes^ were their denying

^ the future Judgment, the Refurredion of the Dead, and the

everlafting Life, becaufc they thought thofe Dodrincs not

reveard in the Pentateuch \ in which they agreed with the

JewiJhSaddncees. They were likewife noted for being much
addided to Sorcery, Magick, Witchcraft and Inchantments,

with all other curious and unlawful Arts ; which gave oc-

cafion to the Jews^ when they delign'd to reproach our Sa-

viour with having a Familiar Spirit, to call him a SamarU
tan. Befides which, they were fo fwell'd with their ima-

ginary Perfections and Holinefs, that they thought them-
felves defiled by any Company or Converfatkn but their

own. Therefore if they conversed or traded with any Fo-
reigner, at their return, they fprinkled themfelves with U-
rine: But if through Negligence or NecelTity they had

touch'd them, they wafh'd themfelves and all their Cloaths

at the next Fountain ; in which Supcrftition they refembled

the Sedaries of the Jews. They maiiitain'd themfelves to

be the Defcendents of Jofeph.^ and Heirs of the Aaronical

Prieilhood; yet they had feveral Diviiions and Seds among
themfelves, more particularly thefe three, the Dofitheans.,

the SebuiCans.^ and the Gortbem. i. The Dofitheans.^ were
lb called from Dofitheas or Doflhui., fuppos'd to be the firfl:

Prieft fent into this Country by the King ofjjjyria. Thefe
difagreed with the rell of the Samaritans in owning the

DoSrine of the Rclurrcction; did eat nothing that had

Life, Wkttht Pytkagorccans-, abllain'd from Marriage, like

the Jewip Ejjehes ; and in the Point of Sabbath-keeping

exceeded ' the Pbarifees ; it being refolv'd amon.^ll them,

That in wiiatfoever Pofture a Perfon was found on the

Sabbath-day Morning, he ought to continue in the flime the

whole. -day v/ithout Alteration. 2-. The Sebuceans^ fo nam'd
from Sebua or Sebuiah.^ one of the AlTociates of Dofithceus ;

who, tho' they kept the fame publick Fcltivals with the

Jews and other iS^;?2^r/>^;^.f, yet obfcrv'd not the fame Time;
transferring the Fajfover to Auguft.^ the Pentccojl to Au-
tumn, and the Fe^ift ofTaberr.acles'to the time of the Pajfo^

ver : For which Rcafon they were not permitted to vv'or-

Ihip at the Temple of Gerizim. 3. The Gortheni kept the

fame Feilivals, and obferv'd the fame Times of thofe So-
lemnities
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lemnities as the Law required; but contrary to the Law
they kept only one of the feven appointed Days, and neg-

le6led the reft as Days of ordinary Labour.

2. The Jews were moft properly fuch as inhabited the

Country of Judccd ; but becaufe in our Saviour's time all

were call'd '^jews^ who obferv'd the Law of Mofes and all

the Prophets, we fhall take notice of them in their full Ex-
tent, and under thefe three Denominations andDiltindions.

I. Hellenifts^ 2. Profelytes^ and 3. Jews in a proper Senfe,

who are often call'd by the Name of Hebrews.

The Hellenjfts or Grecizing Jews.^ were fuch as were real

Jews by Defcent and Profelfion, but living difpersM in al-

moft all Parts of the Roman Empire ; they made ufe of the

Greek Tongue, the moft general Language of that Age, in

their publick Offices of Religion, and alio the Septuagt?2fs

Tranflation of the Old Teflament : For which Reafon they

were called Hellemjis^ inOppofition to the other jTriyj, who
in their Worfhip made ufe of the Hebrew Tongue only.

They are likewife call'd Jews of the Weftern Difperfion,

occaiion'd principally by the OpprelTions of the Aigyptians

and Syro-Macedomans ; and were very numerous, efpecially

in Mgypt., Lybia and Cyrenc, Thefe were as fuperftitious

in their Sabbath, as tenacious of their Circumciiion, and of
the other Rites and Ceremonies of their Law, as the Jews
of 'Paleftine\ for which Reafon they were continually de-

fpifed and hated by the Romans and Grecians
.^
and other

Gentiles.^ among whom they refided. Yet notwithftanding

their Stridnefs, they were not throughly efteem'd by the

Hebrew Jews^ but reckon'd by them as Jews of an inferior

Rank, upon the Account of the Heathen Language they

us'd, and the Heathen Countries they inhabited.

The Profelytes were fuch as were Gentiles by Birth and
Defcent, but conform'd themfelves to the Jewijh Cuftoms,
and were admitted into their Religion : And thefe were of
two diftindl Kinds, one call'd Profel\tes of the Covenant.,

and the other Profelytes of the Gate. 1 he firft were accoun-
ted as real, tho' but adopted Jews., bound to the fame Ob-
fervances with them, and convcrs'd as freely with them, as

if they had been fo born ; neither might they eat, drink, or
deal with the Gentiles more than the other, left they became
unclean. They worfhip'd in the fame Court of the Tem-
ple with the Hebrews., where others were prohibited En-
trance; and were Partakers with them in all Privileges both
Divine and Human, differing in nothing but their Race and
Parentage. The ufual way of the Jews making thefe Pro-
felytes.^ was by Circumciiion, Baptilm and Sacrifice, if they

C 2 were
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were Males; and by onlyBaptifm and Sacrifice, if Females;-
as Maimonidcs and the chief of the Rabbins affure us. Bap-
tifm was an ancient Cuflom among the Jews^ and many
Ages before our Saviour's Appearance in the World. Many
account it as ancient as the Patriarch Jacob ; but mofl do
agree that it was pra6lis'd before the Delivery of the Law
in the Wildcrnefs. And as Circumcifion was us'd to the

Children of the Jews^ fo was Baptifm alfo to the Children
and Infants of the Profelytes ; the Talmud giving this Rea-
fon for it, That they may prhilege a Perfidy thfj* he be un-
capable of knowing it ; but they ought not to difprivilege a
Per/on without his Knowledge. 2. T'he Profelytes of the

Gate^ were fuch Gentiles as were by the Jews admitted to

the Worfhip of the God of Ifracl^ and the Hopes of a fu-

ture Life ; but Were not circumcis'd, nor yet conform'd to

the Mofaical Rites and Ordinances ; being only oblig'd to

the Obfervation of thofe Precepts which the Hebrew Do-
6i:ors call The feven Precepts of the Sons of Noah, and are

recorded under thefe following Titles :
' Firft, to renounce

' Idols, and all idolatrous Worfliip. Secondly, to worfhip
' the true God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth. Third-
' ly, to fhed no Man's Blood. Fourthly, to refrain from all

' unlawful Lufts and Mixtures. Fifthly, to Ihun all Ra-
' pine. Theft and Robbery. Sixthly, to adminifter true Ju-
' flice. Laftly, not to eat the Flefh of any Beaft taken
' from it alive ; by which all Cruelty was prohibited. Thefe
Profelytes^ tho' they were admitted to worfhip in the Tem-
ple

;
yet becaufe they were uncircumcis'd, they were fo far

look'd upon as Gentiles^ as not to be admitted into the

fame Court with the Profelytes of the Covenant; but were
accounted as unclean, and had their particular Court aflign'd

them in their Worfliip of God, which was call'd the Court

of the Gentiles and of the Unclean. As the firft of thefe in

the New Teftament are call'd fimply rier^wAi/lo/. the latter

are call'd ^^Xi/.S-;Jot, or Worpippers\ and were much more
numerous in all Parts of the KomanY.x\y^\iQ than the former.

Their Conditiojis were more free and unconfin'd, and their

Precepts more ealie and natural than the other; and their

Principles fitting them for the Reception of the Gofpel,

they became the moll: apparent Caufe of the firll: great Spread-

ing of Chrtflianitv.

Laflly, We are to tukc notice of the Jews in a more
proper Sonfe, ^vho were often diRinguifli'd by the Name of
Hebrews.^ and were tlic Inhabiters of Paleftinc., and more prin-

cipally that part of it call'd Judcea. Thefe were the Per-

fons with whom our BlclTed Saviour was pleas'd chiefly to

converfe.^
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converfe, at a remarkable Time when they were but the

Reli6ts^ and even the Dregs of an often broken, and then

detefted Generation; when to be a Jew was a Name of

Difgrace, and to be ctrcumcWd a Mark of Infamy : So that

then they might well be a peculiar People, not only becaufe

God feparated them from all other Nations, but becaufc all

other Nations feparated from them. God had now feem'd

to have forfaken them, by his withdrawing from them th^

Spirit of Prophecy, and his frequent and immediate Revela-

jtions, formerly the Glory of their Nation ; and likew-ife by

his kaving them to the Mercy of every Tyrant and Con-
queror. All which was butthejuft Punifhment of their nu-

merous Impieties and Corruptions ; which had been provok-

ing in all Ages, but more fragrant in this. Before the Ba-

InIonian Captivity, Idolatry was their great Crime; for

which God fo often puniflfd them, and more particularly

with that feventy Years Slavery. But after their Return,

fhey gradually ran into a contrary Extreme, which was a

rigid Superftition ; and this encrealing, and receiving in fome
Notions of the Grecian Philofophcrs, it not only produc'd

an infupportablc Pride and Obilinacy, but likewlfe feveral

Sedts and Herelies amongft them. By this means their Lives

and Morals became extremely corrupted, Lufl and Avarice

prevailing in a fhameful manner ; and as the Roman Yoak
grew heavier, fo their Notions of the Mejfiah became grofTer

than formerly ; expeSing inftead of a fpiritual, only a tem-

poral Prince and Deliverer, who fhould raife them to the

Height of worldly Grandeur. So that fcarce ever any
Church or Religion in the World was more bafely degene-

rated, or more miferably corrupted, than that of the Jeivsy

at the time of the Manifeftation of our Bleffed Saviour.

To defcend a little to Particulars, we may pertinently

take notice of thefe four ; their 'Temple^ their Pr'tefthood^

their Law^ and their Seds. i. Their Temple had lately

been rebuilt by Herod^ to almoft an incredible degree of
Beauty and Magnificence

; yet as it had been prophan'd by
Antiochus^ Pompey^ and Crajjus^ fo it was likewifeby Him,
making it fubfervient to his impious Policies and Defigns.

And the Jcvjs themfelves were no lefs guilty of Prophana-
tion, turning all that Part of it call'd the Court of the Gen-
tiles into an Exchange and Market ; fo that the Place where
Men were to meet with God, and to converfe with Heaven,
became Ware-houfes for Merchants, and Shops for Ufurers
$nd Extortioners. The Worfhip formerly porform'd there

with the mod pious and devout /VlFeftions, was now be-

come a mecr Shell and outward Shev/^ Rites of human In^

G 3 ventiorj
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ventlon had juftled out thofe of Divine Inftitution, and
their very Prayers were made Snares to catch the unv^ary

People, and to devour Widows and Orphans. 2. Their
Priefthood was fo chang'd and confounded, that it retain'd

fcarce any thing but its ancient Name : The High Priefts,

who by their original Inftitution were to fuccced lineally,

and to retain their Office for Life, were become almoft an-

nual, and which isworfe, venal; Herod expofing the Prieft-

hood to Sale, fcarce admitting any who paid not well for

his Patent. 13y which means this high Station was fill'd

with the Refufe of the People, by Men of weak Abilities,

and debauch'd Manners, who had neither Parts nor Piety

to recommend them, he being accounted beft and worthi-

eft who oifer'd moft. 3. Their Law which had been deli-

vered with the utmoft Grandeur andMajefty, and for which
they pretended the greateft Veneration, was by them mifera-

bly corrupted and depraved, efpecially the Moral Part of
it ; and that by their grofs and abfurd Interpretations, as al-

fo by their Oral Law and Traditions. The Scnbcs and
Phnrifees^ who rul'd the Chair in the Jewlp Church, had

by falfe and corrupt Gloftes debas'd the Majefty and Purity

of the Law, and made it ferve the Purpofes of an evil Life

:

They taught the People, that the Law required no more
than external Righteoufnefs, that if there was but a vifible

Conformity of Life, they needed not be felicitous about the

Government of their Minds, or the regular Condu6l of their

Thoughts or Paffions ; fo that if Men did but preferve a

laudable Appearance in the World, the fecret Purity of the

Soul was needlefs : And farther, that a pun6lual Obfervance

of fome external Precepts of the Law, would compenfate

for the Negle6i: or Violation of the reft. Their Oral Law
and their Traditions was another way of weakning and de-

bafing the Written Law of God ; and of thefe they were fo

fond, that they preferred them before the Writings of Mofes^

fome of them pretending that they were deliver'd by God
himfelf to Mofes^ and fo tranfmitted to Pofterity. Thefe
brought them into infinite Niceties, and fiiperftitious Pra-

ctices, fuch as their frequent Wafhings and Purifications ; in

which, and innumerable other Trifles, they were fo exceed-

ingly fcrupulous, that they made the Negleft of them of

equal Guilt with the greateft Immorality, not fearing to af-

fert, ' That he who eats Bread with unwafhen Hands is

^ as if he lay ivith an Harlot. 4. The SeHs and.Divifions

among the jews are laftly to be taken notice of; and thefe

were partly religious, partly political, and partly diftin6l:.

The' there were mar vBranghes and DiftinCjions aii^ong the

Jews^
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Jevjs^ yet what are moft proper for our Purpofe to be ta-

ken notice of, may be comprehended under thefe feven

Denominations, i. Phanfies^ 2. Sadducees^ 3. Ejfenes^

/^: Scribes^ ,f. Publicans^ 6. Herodians^ and 7. Galileans.

(i.) ThtPharifees were fo call'd from theWord Perap.^

importing Expofition., or rather P^r^j^, implying Separatio^t^

becaufe they were feparated from all others in their extraor-

dinary Pretences to Piety. It is uncertain when this Se6t

began to appear in the World, tho' it is mod commonly
believ'd to be about 300 Years before our Saviour's Birth.

However, in a fhort time it became a bold and daring Scd:,

not fearing to affront Princes, and Perfons of the greateft

Quality ; they were crafty and infinuating, and by a Shew
of mighty Zeal, and infinite Stri61:nefsiii Religion above the

ordinary Rate of Mankind, had procur'd themfelves a flrange

Veneratioi> from the People. They failed twice a Week
with all imaginable Nicety, inured themfelves to all kinds of
Auflerities, and difcriminated themfelves from the Herd and
Community, not only by their fowre and fandtified Coun-
tenances, but alfo by fome peculiar Notes and Badges of
Diftindion ; fuch as their longRobes^ their broadPhyladeries

or Scrolls^ and their large Fringes and Borders of their Gar-
ments, whereby they made themfelves known from the refl

of the World. They were no lefs exa6t in the Payment of
their Tithes, even to things of the lead Value, and fmallell

Concernment ; and were as careful in paying the Bell of their

Increafe, the Top of the Heap, the Flower of the Wheat,
the firlt Running of the Wine, ^c. Yet notwithftanding
their fpccious Pretences to an extraordinary San61ity and Se-
verity, they were but religious Villains, and the mod info-

lent and implacable Generation that ever any Age produced

;

difdaining and trampling upon all but their own Party, and
accounting the reft Slaves, and Sons of the Earth. They
were fpiteful and malicious, griping and voracious, merci-
lefs Dealers, and mod fuperlativcly'cenforious and unchari-
table ; and to fum up their Morality at once, it is hard to

fay which was mod prcdom.inant, their inlatiable Avarice,
their infupportable Pride, or their unfathomable Hypocrilie.

As to their Principles, they believ'd, that the Souls of Men
are Immortal, and had their Dooms awarded in the fubter-

raneous Regions ; that there is a Metempfychofis or Tranf-
migration of pious Souls out of one Body into another

;

that things came to pafs by Fate, and an inevitable Necefll-

ty; and yet that Man's Will is free, that all Perfons might
be rewarded aiidpunillied according to their Works. They
Mkewife held, that the Oral Law of the Jews was of far

C 4 greater
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greater Moment than the written Word ; and that the Tra-
ditions of their Forefathers were above all things to be em-
braced and foliow'd, the exad Obfervance of which would
entitle a Man to eternal Life: And in this they afcrib'd fo
much San6tity to frequent Wafhings, efpecially when they
came from publick Places, and before • Meals, that if any
came to an Houfe where there was not Water enough
both to drink' and wafh, the Pharifee would chufe the lat-

ter, tho' he died with Thirll.

The Pharifees were diftinguiih'd into feveral Branches,
the moft remarkable of which were call'd by the Name of
Zealots^ by fome accounted a diftind Sed. Thefe were a
moll outragious and ungovernable People, fierce and favage,

who being zealous Affertors of the Honour of God's Laws,
and the Stridlnefs and. Purity of Religion, afTum'd to them-
felves a Liberty of Queftioning notorious OtFenders, with-

out (laying for the ordinary Formalities of the Law ; nay,

when they thought fit, and as the Cafe required, they exe-

cuted capital Punifhment upon them with their own Hands.
Thus when a Blafphemer curfed God by the Name of any
Idol, the Zealots that next met him, might immediately kill

him, without bringing him before the Sanhedrim. They
look'd upon themlelves as the true SucceiTors of Phineas^

who in an extraordinary Zeal for the Honour of God, in-

filled immediate Death upon Zirnri andC^^^^/; which Adi-
on was fo plealing to God, that he made with him and his

Seed after htyn the Covenant of an everlafting Priefthood^ becaufe

he was zealous for his God^ and made an Atonement for Ifra-

el, as Mofes affures us in the 25'th of Numbers. In Imita-

tion of him, thefeMen alTum'd a Power of executing Judg-
ment and Punifhment in extraordinary Cafes, and that not

only by the Connivence but alfo with the Permiflipn of the^

Rulers and the People ; 'till in after-times, under a Pretence of

this Liberty, their Zeal degenerated into all Kinds of Licen-

tioufnefs and wild Extravagance ; fo that they became the

Peft of the State, and the total Ruin of it, as fliall be rela-

ted aftervv^ards.

(2.) Next were the Sadducees^ oppofite to the Pharifees

both in Temper and Principles ; fo call'd either from .S^-

dock^ who liv'd near 300 Years before our Saviour's Birth,

and is fuppos'd to be the Founder of the Se6l:, or from
Sedeck^ which fignifies Juftice, as tho' they were the

only exad Diftributers of Juftice, and able to jullifie them-

lelves before the Tribunal of God, Thefe pafs under a ve-

ry ill CharaiSlcr, even among the Writers of their own Na-
tion,, being ilil'd impious Men, and of very loofe and pror

frigate
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fligate Lives ; which is no more than the natural Confe-

quence of their Principles, this being one of their main Dog-

mata or Opinions, That the Soul is not Immortal, and that

there is no future State after this Life. The Occalion of
which dangerous Herclie is faid to have been a Miftake of
the Dodrine of their Mailer AnUgonns Sochccus^ who was
wont to prefs his Scholars not to be like mercenary Ser-

vants, who ferve their Mailers purely for their own Advan-
tage, buttoferve God for his own Sake, without Expe61:ation

of Rewards. Which being mifunderftood, they at lafl: con-

cluded, that their Mailer had abfolutely denied any State of
future Rewards ; and having laid this dangerous Foundati^

on, thefe unhappy Superflru6lures were built upon it, ' That
' there is no Refurredion of the Dead ; That the Soul is

' not Immortal, nor exills in a fcparate State ; That there

' is no fpiritual Subflance diflin6l from Matter ; and that

* there is no Divine Providence, but that God is perfe6l:ly

* plac'd as beyond the Commiffion, fo beyond the Infpedi-
' on of what Sins or Evils arc done in this World. Thefe
pernicious and atheiftical Principles juftly expos'd them to

the Reproach and Hatred of the People, who were wont
to ftile them particularly T'he Hereticks^ as alfo Infidels and
Epicureans', no Names being thought ill enough for Men
of fuch Opinions. They were great Oppofers of the Pha- /

rifees^ and utterly reje61:ed their 'traditions for which they

were fo zealous, teaching that Men were to keep to the

Letter of the Law, and that nothing was to be impos'd up-
on their Belief or Pra6lice, but what was exprefly contain'd

in the Pentateuch. In which, as well as in many other of
their Notions, they foliow'd the Herelie, tho'nottheSchifm
of the Samaritans. Jofephus obferves that they were the

lead numerous of the religious SeCls, but ufually Men of
the better Rank and Quality ; who having greateft Oppor-
tunities of following a loofe and debauch'd Life, were rea-

dy to talce San6luary in thofc Opinions which mod extin-

guifh'd the Apprehenfions .of an After-reckoning. For this

Rcafon the Sadducees ever appeared moll vigorous in pre-

fcrving the Peace, being the mod fevere and implacable in

their Punifhment of all Tumults and Seditions, left they

iliould interrupt their foft and eafie Courfe of Life, the on-

}y Happinefs their Principles aliow'd them to expe6l.

(3.) The Effenes were a Se6l diftin6l, and very different

both from the Pharisees and Sadducees ; of whofe Name
and Original we have no very certain Account. They be-

gan in the Times of the Maccabees.^ above 1
5-0 Years be-

forQ
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fore Chrift's Nativity, after the violent Perfecutions of Ah-
tiochus had forcM great Numbers of the Jews to retire to
the Woods and Mountains. Many of whom being pleas'd

with thefe undiflurb'd Solitudes, form'd themfelves into

Religious Societies, leading a Monaftick and contemplative

Courfe of Life, and following in many Things the Pytha-
gorccan Philofophers

;
particularly in Community of Goods,

abftaining from lawful Pleafures, forbidding of Oaths, afcri-

bing the Condu61: of Affairs to Fate and Deftiny, prohibi-

ting the ufe of Wine, and ufing only inanimate or un-
bloody Sacrifices. They liv'd remote from all Cities and
Places of publick Concourfe, being ufually about four or
five thoufand in Number, and very ftrid and methodical in

their Rules and Difcipline. They paid a due Reverence to

the Temple, by fending Gifts and Prefents thither ; but yet

Worlhip'd God at Home, and us'd their own Rites and
Ceremonies ; in which they were Schifmaticks, and differing

from all other Jews. Every feventh Day they met at their

Synagogues, were very harmlefs and innocent in their Man-
ners, and exaft Obfervers of the Rules of Juftice, fome-
what beyond the Pra61:ices of other Men. They induftrioufly

tilled and cultivated the Ground, and liv'd upon the Fruits

of their own Labours ; admitting none into their Society,

unlefs he brought all that he had into their common Trea-

fury, and that not 'till after three Years Probation. Out of
a peculiar Regard to Wifdom and Virtue they negle61:ed all

Care of the Body, renounced all conjugal Embraces, ab-

flained very much from Meats and Drinks, fome of them
not eating and drinking for three, others for five or fix Days
together; accounting it unbecoming Men of fuch a Philo-

fophical Temper and Genius, to fpend any part of the Day
upon the Neceffities of the Body. T'heir Way they call'd

^^./f'a^eia'^, IVorpjip^ and their Rules o-opjct? cTcfo'.^V, Do-
Brines of lVt[dom\ their Contemplations were fublime and
fpeculative, and of Things beyond the ordinary Notions of
other Se6ls ; they fludy'd the Names and Mylteries of An-
gels, and in their whole Carriage they bore a great fliew of
Modefly and Humility. We ifind no mention of this Se61:

in the new Teftament, they not concerning themfelves with

Chr'ift or his Apoftles; yet it is the Opinion of many judi-

cious Men, that our Saviour and St. Paul did fometimes

allude to the Cufloms and Difcipline of thefe People.

(4.) We are to take Notice of the Scribes^ which Word
does more properly fignify the Name of fome Office or

Fundion, than of any'Sed; they being more antient than



r>&^ I N T R O D U C T I O N. 27

any SqS: among the Jews. Thefe were Perfons of great

Repute, being call'd in tlie new Teftament Scribes of the

Law^'Teachers of the People^ DoBors of the Law^ and foma^

times Lawyers ; and as fuch, this Office began immediately

after the Babylomaji Captivity, above ^oo Years before

Chrift, Ezra himfclf being one of the firlt. They were ge-

nerally the mod learned Men of the Nation, and regularly of

the Tribe of Levi^ their Office or Fundion confiding prin-

cipally of two Branches. Firft they were the only Perfons

that were to copy out the Bible for any fuch as had occa-

fion for it : For every one was not thought fit to tranfcribe

the Original Scriptures, nor any vulgar Pen permitted to

copy Things of fo fublime a Nature. Therefore thefe were

a peculiar and fpecial Order of Men appointed to take care

of the Prefervation of the Purity of the Text, in all Bibles

that fhou'd be copy'd out, that no Error or Corruption

(hou'd creep into the Original of the Sacred Writ. Second-

ly they were the publick and common Preachers among the

People, being more conftant Teachers than any other of

the Clergy ; taking upon them not only to be the Prefervers

and Providers for the Purity of the Text, but alfo the moft
certain and conftant Interpreters and Expounders of it in

Sermons. In which Refped they may be compared to the

Canonifts in the Church of Rome^ or the Divinity Le6}:urers

in fome publick Academies ; and they grew into fuch Re-
pute in the 'Jewtfh State, that it was hard to fay, whether
the Vhartfees or they were held in greater Veileration. For
what the Pharifees gain'd in the common People by their

Prctcnfions to an extraordinary San6i:ity, thefe obtain'd more
juftifiably by their Zeal for the written Word, which they

preferv'd from the common Dangers of Corruption and
Contempt. And tho' thefe Scribes were more properly an
Order than a Se6l

;
yet fince they were fo clofely link'd

with the Pharifees^ and concurred with them in moft of
their Superftitions and Corruptions, we may look upon
them as a ftrong and potent Fadion, of great Authority and
Influence in all Affairs of Moment.

(5-.) The Publicans were Perfons of no particular Se6l:,

nor of any religious Fun61:ion, but were certain publick Of*
ficers employ'd by the Romans to coiled their Tributes,

Tolls and Impofts ; which Office was formerly of great

Account and Reputation among the Romans^ and conferred

upon none lefs than the Ecjuejlrian Order ; but afterwards

falling into the Hands of inferior Farmers, and the worft of
the Natives, it became bafe and infamou">. But two
fhings efpecially concurr'd to render this Office odious to

the
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the j€ws. Firft, the Perfons who manag'd it were ufually
covetous, and great Exafters; for having themfelves farm'd
the Cuftoms of the Romans^ they generally us'd all Methods
of Extortion and Oppreffion, to enable them both to pay
their Rents, and to raife Advantage to themfelves : And
upon this Account they became infamous, even among the
Gentiles themfelves, who frequently fpeak of them as Cheats,
and Thieves, and publick Robbers, and worfe Members of
a Community, more voracious and deflru6live in a City,

than wild Beafts inaForeft. Secondly, thefe Tributes were
not only a Grievance to the Purfes of the Jews^ but alfo

an Affront to the Liberty and Freedom of their Nation

;

for they look'd upon themfelves as a Free-born People, and
that they had been immediately inverted in this Privilege by
God himfelf, and accordingly beheld this as a daily and
ftanding Inflance of their Slavery, which of all other things

they could leall endure. To which we may add, that thefe

Publicans v/ere not only oblig'd by the Neceffity of their

Employment to have frequent Dealings and Converfe with
the Gentiles^'which. the3'^'ti;j- held unlawful and abominable,

but alfo being generally Jews themfelves, they rigoroufly

exa61:ed thefe things of their own Brethren, and thereby

feem'd to confpire with the Romans to entail perpetual Sla-

very upon their own Nation. Upon all which Accounts,
'Publicans became fo univerfally abhorr'd by xhtjewijh Na-
tion, that it was accounted unlawful to do them any Office

of common Kindnefs or Courtefie, nay they held it no Sin

to cozen and over-reach a Publican^ and that with the So-
lemnity of an Oath ; they might not eat or drink, walk or

travel with them ; they were look'd upon as common Thieves

and Robbers, and Mony receiv'd of them might not be put

to the reft of a Man's Eltate, it being prefum'd to have

been gain'd by Rapine and Violence ; nor were they admit-

ted ^s Perfons fit to give Evidence in any Caufe. They
were fo infamous, as not only to be banifh'd all Commu-
nion in the Matters of Divine Worfliip, but to be avoided

in all Affairs of civil Society and Commerce, as the Pefls

of their Country, Perfons of an infedious Converfe, and

of as vile a Clafs as Heathens and Sinners, with whom they

were generally rank'd.

(6.) The Hcrodians^\^\\ovci we are next to mention, were
a Party of Men who were extraordinary Favourers and Af-
fiftants of Herod the Great, and alfo of his Son after him

;

but whether they were of a particular Se61: or Herefie, or

only of a Faction, Authors are not well agreed. Thofe
who Account them of the former Kind, fuppofe them tQ

be
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be Perfons, who partly furprizM at the Grandeur and Mag-
nificence of Herod's Court, and partly to ingratiate them-

felves with that Prince, maintain'd him to be the expeded

Mejfiah. But they feem more probably to be only a Fadi-

on or Party, who were great Efpoufers of Herod's fecular

Intereft, and Supporters of his new-gotten Sovereignty. For
Herod being a Stranger, and having by the Roman Power
ufurp'd the Kingdom, and afterwards govern'd it tyrannical-

ly, became generally hateful and burthenfom to the People

;

fo that befidcs the Alliftance of a Foreign Power, he want-

ed fome to join with his Interefl who were Natives. Thefe
were peculiarly a6i:ive in preffing the People to pay Tribute

to Ccefar^ Herod being oblig'd by the Charter of his Sove-

reignty to be careful of the Tribute due to x^q Romans
\ and

they could not do him a more acceptable Service, than by

this means endearing him to his great Patrons at Rome. In

Matters of Opinion they feem'd to have join'd with the

Sadducees ; for what St. Matthew calls the Leaven of the

Sadducees^ St. Mark (tiles the Leaven of Herod. Probably

they had induced Herod to be of their Principles, that as

they had 7:ealoufly aflerted his Right to the Kingdom, he
might favour and maintain their impious Opinions. And it

is not unlikely but a Perfon of fuch enormous Vices as He-
ro^, might very eafily be tempted to take fhelter under Prin-

ciples fb directly ferving the Purpofes of a wicked Life.

(7.) Laflly, we are to take fome Notice of the Galileans^

which Name either fignifies a particular Fa6lion, dire6l:ly op-

polite to the Herodians^ and called alfo by theName of Gau-
lomtes^ or elfe the Inhabitants of that Part of Paleftine call'd

Galilee, But fince that Fadion of the Galileans,, or Gaulo-

xites, began after our Saviour's Birth, we fhall refer our
Account of them to their proper Place, and here only take

Notice of the Galileans as they were Inhabitants of the Pro-
vince of Galilee. Thefe anciently were for the moll part

Defcendents of thofe Affyrians whom Salmanajfer fent to

inhabit the Kingdom of Ifrael,, when he carry'd the Ten
Tribes captive ; then Pagans,, and of the fame Extra61: with
the old Samaritans,, of whom they were a part. But mix-
ing with the Remainders of the Four Tribes of Afery Nep-
thali,, Zabulon,, and Iffachar,, they in a great meafure forfook

their Paganifm; and afterwards being fubdued by the Mac-'

cabees,, and receiving great Numbers of the Tribes of Judah
and Benjamin among them, before our Saviour's time, they

became true and orthodox Jews,,^ and as great Abhorrers of
the Gentiles and Samaritans as the Jews in Judcea were.

They were exa(St Obfervers of the Temple Miniilration,

and
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and conftant Repairers to Jerufalem at the ufual Times, and
generally fo zealous in their Religion, that no Threats nor
Force could oblige them to offer Sacrifice for the Health
of the Roman Emperors. They were alfo People of great

Courage and Hardinefs, and of no lefs Plaincfs and Unpo-
litenefs ; differing from the other Jews in feveral Cuftoms,
(but not fuch as could caufe a Schifm in Religion) and al-

fo in their Dialedl:, which was of a much broader and
rougher Pronunciation than that mjudcea. Tho' they were
true Jews in all Refpe61:s, yet upon the Account of their

near Communication with the Gentiles^ their mixt Extrad,
and their rough Simplicity, they were extremely defpisM by
the Inhabitants of Juda:a^ as Perfons mean and ignoble, and
half Strangers. So that the Name of a Galilean^ was in

fome fort a reproachful and defpicable Title, and Galilee a
Province from whence no extraordinary Perfon was ex-

pe6ted. Yet notwithflanding the Galileans were the moft
illiterate, and moll defpis'd part of the Jews^ they were the

Perfons with whom our Saviour was pleas'd principally to

converfe, and from whom he chofe moft, if not all, of his

ApofUes.

111. Such was the State and Condition of the Inhabi-

tants of Pale/tine^ when our bleffed Saviour came into the

World; miferably corrupted and divided, and both in Poli-

cy and Religion declining, and running headlong to Ruin
and Defolation. And tho' there was an extraordinary Ap-
pearance of Grandeu:; and worldly Profperity in the Court
of Hcrod^ and ftill more in the Roman Empire, yet the

Times were exorbitantly bad, and deplorable, and the whole
World as it were involved in Wickednefs and Idolatry.

However in thefe degenerate Times, and to the above de-

fcrib'd degenerate People, did the all merciful God fend his

eternal Son from the ineffable Glories of the Heaven of
Heavens, to debafe him.felf even to the Form of one of

the mcaneft, and moft defpis'd of all rational Beings ; and
this to redeem loft Mankind, tho' before he promis'd the

Bleffmg, they had not the leaft Right to claim it, the leaft

Merit to procure it, nor the leaft Reafon to expedl it. This

is that fuperlativc Work ^^^hich we are aftiir'd the Angels

themfelves def^re to look into^ and the Credit of which the

Devils and wicked Men continually endeavour to enervate

;

and fo ftupeiidous, that it is beyond all the Tongues ofMen
and Angels to cxprefs. Upon which Occafion One thus

emphatically obferves, Suppofe we could grafp in the whole
Compafs of Nature, as to all the Particulars and Varieties

of
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of Being and Motion, yet we fliould find it a vaft, if not

an impollible Leap from thence to afcend to the full Com-
preheniion of any one of God's Attributes ; much more
from thence to the myflerious Oeconomy of the Divine

Pcrfons ; and moil of all to the aftoniihing Work of the

World's Redemption by the Blood of the Son of God him-
felf, condefcending to be a Man, that he might die for us.

But fince thefe are Heights above the Reach, and Depths

beyond the Fathom of all mortal Intellects, we fhall only

take fome Notice of the wife Methods of Providence in

in the regular Manifellation of this great Redeemer, and
the gradual Appearance of the Sun of Righteoufnefs^ whofe
Courfe was correfpondent to that of the Sun in the Firma-

ment, from its firlt Dawnings to its full Splendor.

Immediately after the fatal Lapfe of Mankind, God, that

he might not leave them without all Comfort, before he

denounc'd the Judgments due to their Tranfgreflions, pro-

mis'd a Redeemer, v/ho was to deftroy the Sovereignty of

Satan. And this was the tirft glimmering Appearance of
that great Light which Avas to Ihine throughout the World

;

which tho' feebly reprefented, and as at a vaft Diftance, was
yet fuitable to the Weaknefs of the Eyes that then beheld

it, enough to keep them from a total Darknefs and Defpair,

and fufficient for a true Faith to lay hold on. And herein

both the Wifdom and Mercy of God did wonderfully dis-

play themfelves ; that when he promised the World a Re-
deemer, he us'd fuch Means and Methods, that Human
Kind, in the midft of all its miferable Blindnefs and vile

Corruptions, fhould become capable both of feeing and re-

ceiving fo mighty a BlelTing : And this not by any extraor-

dinary Addition of Strength to Man, or fupernatural Re-
lloration of his original Taculties, but by an amazing Con-
defcention in his Divine Nature, and by accommodating
his Manifeilations, not only to the Lowncfs of Mankind
in general, but even to the l^'railties and Infirtnities of the

lapfed State. All which eminently appear in all his Reve-
lations, more efpecially of his Blefied Son, which were ma-
nifcfted by many Steps and Degrees, and at feveral Periods

of time, as the World became fit and prepared to receive

them. And in thefe he did not only treat Mankind with
all the Tendernefs of a Father towards his Children, but

in all the Declarations of his Will, he freely convers'd and
difcours'd with them according to their own Stile and Ca-
pacities, and with as much Familiarity, as if there had been

fome Degree of Equality between the mighty Creator of
Heaven and Earth, and luere Dufl and Afhes.

The
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The firft PromiTc of a Redeemer was made to the Wo*
man's Seed m general, and for many Ages not confin'd to

any one Branch of Human Kind ; lb that any of Adam\
Progeny, for what was then revealed, might have hoped to

be the happy Parent of that Seed, which fliou'd deliver Man
from the Slavery of the Devil. And thus it continu'd for

above two thoufand Years, in which Space the Church of
God, tho' never extinguifli'd, feem'd to have been limited

to a very fmall Compafs, and fometimes toafingle Family.
But at length, when God was pleas'd to call Abraham from
his own Country, the Promife was made more Special, and
particularly confin'd to the Offspring of his Loins ; God
feveral Times declaring to him. That in his Seed all the

Nations of the Earth jljould be blejfed. Abraham had two
Sons, Ipmael the Son of his Bond-Woman, and Ifaac the

Son of his Wife ; and from which of thefe two the Mejfiah

fhou'd proceed, was undeterminable, 'till God entail'd the

Bleffing upon Ifaac^ declaring to Abraham that in Ifaac his

Seed jbould be caWd^ and repeating to Ifaac the Promife
made formerly to his Father, That in his Seed all the Na-
tions of the Earth Jhonld be bleffed. Ifaac alfo had two Sons,

Efau and Jacob ; but the Elder was excluded, and the Pro-

mife entail'd upon Jacob ; God likewife declaring to him,

That in his Seed all the Families of the Earth pouldbe blefjed.

From Jacob fprung the twelve Patriarchs, and from them
the twelve Tribes of Ifrael^ among whom the Promife of
the Meffiah was entail'd upon that of Jtidah ; So that the

Promife was now made more fpecial, and confin'd to a par-

ticular Tribe, as 232 Years before it had been to that Nati-

on that was to fpring from the Loins of Abraham. And
now the very Time of the Appearance of the Meffiah^ who
is there term'd Shiloh^ was likewife pointed out, namely

before the Scepter and the Lawgiver departed from Judah ;

that is, before the temporal Government and Oeconomy of
the Jews were diflblv'd.

For above 230 Years after -this, we have no exprefs

Prophefie concerning the Meffiah^ yet in that Space God was
pleas'd to make a tarther Manifcllation of him by other

Means, namely, by inflltuting a great Number of typical

Ordinances, and lively Reprefentations of his Perfon and

Fundtion, which were to be continu'd by an uninterrupted

Succeffion, 'till he Himfelf came to dilTolve them. At this

time the Church of God was much enlarg'd, even to the

Compafs of a whole and numerous Nation ; and God ha-

ving appointed certain fpecial Rules and Laws for its Ob-
fervation, his great Prophet Mofes^ before he left the World,

gav«
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gAYc the People a more particular Knowledge of the Meffiah

that Wiis to come, to whom all were to hearken as an ex-

traordinary Perfon fent from God to procure Happinels to

Mankind. The Tribes of Ifrael being fettled in the Land
of Caj^^a^^ and very greatly encreas'd, more efpecially that

of Judahj about 400 Years after the Death of Mofes^ God
thought fit to make the Promife of the Mejfiah yet more
fpecial; as there had been three great Limitations of it be-

fore, the firi^ to the Seed of the Woman, the fecond to the

Nation of the Ifraelttes^ and the third to the Tribe of Ju-
dah ; this lall was made to the Family of David^ a Perfon

whom God had exalted to l?e King of his People, as a Type
of that j[3lcfled King to come. The Promife was not only

pntail'd upon his Family, but alfo the Perfon ofthQMejjlah

>vas more fully reprcfented to him than to any before him,

as appears from the Writings of this infpir'd Prince, where

he is clearly defcribcd in feveral Paffagcs. ' He fhew'd tiie

* Pignity of his Perfon by calling him Lord; yet he repre-

* fented him as a fuffering MeJJiah^ that Ihquld be betray'd

' by one of his Difciples ; fhould feel violent Agonies, be
* expos'd to cruel Mockings, and have Vinegar and Gall
' given to him ; that he iliould be nail'd to the Crofs, and
' have his Garments divided among the Soldiers

;
yet he

' fl)Ould be the true Pafchal Lamb, for not a" Bone of him
* fhould be broken ; after which he fhould arife from the

' Dead, and not fpe Corriiption, ai^d laftly he lliould afcend
' triumphantly into Heaven.
Above 200 Years after the Death of David^ feveral other

Prophets began to foretel the MeJfiah^ efpecially that noble

Pprfon Ifaiah^ who was fo particular concerning Him, that

he is by feveral call'd the fifth Evangelilf, or the Eyangeli-

caj Prophet. He informed the Ifraelites ^ of the Divinity
' of his Perfon, and of the extraordinary and miraculous
' Manner of his Birth, which fhould be of a pure Virgin,
' and of the Family of Pavid; that he fliouldhave a Fore-
' runner to make Way for him ; that he fhould begin to
' preach in the Province of Galilee^ be endu'd with incom-
' parable Gifts ^nd Graces, and perform many Miracles

;

' that he fhould be a Man of Sorrows, be beaten, fpit upon,
' treated as a Maiefador, futfer for our Sins, and be a Pro-
' pitiatory Sacrifice for all Mankind; and that he fhould
' obtain a decent Burial, and be delivered by a glorious Re-*
* furredion. From HoJ'ea the Ifraelius were informed of
his flying into JiLgypt^ and from Micah foon after of the

very Place of his Birth, ' which was to be Bethlehem-E-
f- fhratah^ the Icafi gf the Cities of Judab^ but honoured

D * above
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' above all the reft with the Nativity of a Prince, w^ho wa§
' to be Ruler /« Ifrael, vjhofe Gowgs forth had been from e-

'- verlafting. Jeremiah alfo after him afTerted his Divinity,
' and that he fliould fpring from the Pofterity of David^

with whom feveral other Prophefies agree : So that befides

the conllant and (landing Types and Reprefentations, there

was frequently fome new Revelation concerning this great

Prince to come. But in the 71me of the Babybman Cap-
ti\ity, Daniel^ by a Meflage from the Angel Gabriel^ gave

a more lively and particular Account of the Mejfiah than e-

ver, declaring, ' that he fhould come into the World to
' introduce a Lr.w oi everlafting Righteoufnefs, and to die

' as a Sacrifice and Expiation for the Sins of the Worlds and
' particularly fhould put a Period to the Levitkal Sacrifices

* and Oblations. And whereas other Prophefies had only

in gentiil Qcfin'd the Time of his Appearance, this particu-

larly detei-min'd the Period, ' That it fliouid be at the end
' or" feventy prophetical Weeks, that is^ at the Expiration

of 490 Years, after the rebuilding of the Wails of Jeru-

From this time there were not many Revelations of the

Mejjiah^ and but three Prophets fucceeded Darnel^ namely,

Haggai^Zechartah^ and Matachl^ who all declare fomething

concerning him. The tbrmer, animating the People, who
v/ere much dejeded by reafon of the mean Appearance of

the fecond Temple, inforni'd them, ' T'hat the Glory of the

' lalrer Hotife ihouldbcgrcitsr than ofthe former^ which ihould
' be effe£led by tne Manifeftation of the Defire of all Nati-
' ons: which maniteitly fhew'd the Dignity of his Nature;

for the firft Temple had the Prefence of God on the Mer-
cy Seat, but this fecond was to be more glorious by means

of a more lively Prefence of his Son, the only true Sacri-

fice, of whom all others were but Types and Shadows.
Zechanah immediately after inform'd them of the Humilia-

tion of this Prince, ' That he fhould come riding into Je-
' r7ifalem upon an Afs^ that he fhould be fold for thirty

* pieces of Silver, and that the Soldiers fhould pierce his

' Body. After him fucceecled Malachi^ the latf of the Pro-

phets, who, about the Reftoration of Jerufalem^ and the

Beginning of the above named feventy Weeks, concluded

his Prophefie with exhorting the People to a firm Adherence

to the Law of Mofes^ ' 'till the great Prophet of the Church
' fhould appear, whofe Forerunner, John the Baptifl, fhould

* firft come, in the Spirit and Power of Elias, to turn the

' Hearts of the Fathers to their Children^ and the Difobcdt^

* em to the IVifdom of the Juji, After this, for above 400
Years,
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Years, 'till the fecond Appearance of the Angel Gabriel fore-

telling the Birth of John^ all Kinds of immediate Revelati-

ons ceas'd among the Jews^ and all other extraordinary Pri-

vileges and Favours v^^ere alfo remov'd not long before ; as

the Divine Prefence on the Mercy Seat, the Unm and Thum-
mim^ and other things formerly mention'd. So that the

Jews became in a great meafure like other Nations, had no
peculiar Advantages and Prerogatives to l^ew above other

People, had no greater Diflindtions than their ordinary and
fixed Lav^^s, ancl nothing to boafl: of but their former Reve-
lations. x\nd God's withdraw^ing thefe Favours, was not

only juftly due to their Degeneracy and Corruptions, but

was alfo highly conducing to the Maniteitation of the Mef-
fiah ; for it is necelTary that the Stars and inferior Lights

fhould difappear and vanifh before the Beams of the riling

Sun. The want of thefe Benefits, as it was a manifell: Sign

of God's Diipleafure, and a Foretoken of his rejeding a

wicked Generation, fo it was alfo a proper and powerful

Means of awakening them to a more lively Expectation of
a new and perfed State of things : And as the exaft Time
of the Mejjiah was particularly mark'd out, fo about the

time of his Appearance, the Jevjs were in fuch a great Ex-
pedation of him, that many of them were ready to imagine
and conclude Herod the Great to be the Perfon.

Thus was God pleas'd to make Way for his only Son
among his peculiar People ; but as this great Bleffing v^as

delign'd for the Benefit of the Gem'iles as well as Jews^ and
for all that fhould believe in him, fo Providence was
no lefs careful to make Way for him in the Fagan World;
and this was effected by divers Methods, particularly by fbmc
open Revelations, and prophetical Words put into the

Mouths of Gentile Prophets ; but more efpeciaily by means
of feveral Difperiions of the Ifraeittes and Jews. Among
the prophetical Perlbns we may reckon Balaam., who gave
a lively Account of the Mejfiah under the Name of a Star

coming fi:om Jacob ; Hydafpes., Tnfraegiftt^s and the Sybils.,

who were all very particular concerning this Prince : Tho'
thefe three latter have been very much queftion'd by fome
modern Criticks, yet they were never fully difprov'd, their

Arguments being rather Prefumption^ than Proofs. And
now it was that not in Jewry alone was God known., but
he whofe Name was great in Ifrael., did make Way for the

Knowledge of himfelf among all the Nations of the Earth.
In order to this, the Nation of the Ifraelites, the great

Store-houfe of Divine Knowledge, which before was
an inclofed Garden, was now thrown open, and great

D 2 Numbers
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Numbers of the Inhabitants tranfplanted into foreign and

remote Countries. And this was done feveral times by the

fpecial Hand of Providence; but more efpecially at the

times of the three great Captivities formerly taken notice of,

viz. the Ajjyriari^ by Salma^ajerj in. the Year 721 before

Chrirt; the Babylonian^ by Nebuthadnez>;car^ in the Year

607; and t\{C /Egyptian^h-^ Ptolemeus Lagi^ in the Year 320:
Which Captivities occafion'd many other lefTer Difperiions

- of this People, fo that in our Saviour's time, there were

Jews dwelling in all the principal Countries of the World,
'Jews of every Nation under Heaven^'k^ St. Luke exprefles it.

Ads 2. f. Thefe Captivities and Difperfions, tho' they

feem'd to have been only the jull Punifhment of a difobe-

dient and corrupted Nation, yet provM of infinite Advan-
tage to the reft of the World, which was excited and en-

lightned by thofe People who were not worthy to inhabit

their own Country. By thefe, the World had the Oppor-
tunity of looking into the holy Scriptures, and of being in-

fbrm'd both of the Neceflity and the Nature of a Media-

tor ; and by thefe, great numbers of Profelytes were made,

efpecially thofe call'd Profelytes of the Gate^ whofe Princi-

ples being fo very conformable to the Laws of true Rea-

fon and Nature, they became the mofi: visible Caufe, as I

hinted before, of the firil: Propagation of Chriflianity.

Partly by means of thefe difperfed, tho' generally dete-

fted Jews^ partly by means of feveral peculiar Revelations

to the Gtntiles^ and partly by the exceeding Growth of hu-

man Learning, not long before our Saviour's Birth, the

whole World, as well as the Inhabitants of Palefiine^ was
awakened into an Expedation of the Appearance of fome ex-

traordinary and wonderful Perfon,- who was to be exceed-

ingly beneficial to all Mankind. Particularly t\\€ Romans
Tvxre alarm'd upon every flight Occaiion, and once fo ter-

rified upon the noife oi Nature^s being about to bring forth a

King^ that about the time of Auguftus^s Birth, the Senate

made a Decree, tho' never executed, that no Male born

that Year Ihould be brought up ; and thofe whofe Wives
were with Child, conceiv'3 great Hopes, applying the Pro-

phelie to themfclves, as Suetonius reports it. The like kind

of Alarms and Expedations are mentioned by Dion Cajfius

and T^acitus^ as well as Jofephus himfelf. So that there was
a fort of an univerfal Impulfe,to call it no more, imprinted

upon the Minds of the whole Earth, which was a Divine

Apparatus to introduce the Son of God into the World,
with ^he general Curiofity and Commotion of all Nature.

' 'So
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So true was that Prophefie of Haggat's^ which calls him the

Dejire^ and confequently the Exp'eStation o/^// Nations.

J V , Such was the Expe61:ations, and fuch the Circum-

flances of the World about the Time of our Saviour's Ap-
pearance ; the State of the Roman Empire and of Learning

being at the higheft, and the State of the Jews and of true

Religion almoit at the lowed : Yet in J^tdcsa there was a

remarkable Appearance of Grandeur and State, by rcafon

of the magnificent Court of Herod the Great; a Prince

whofe profufe Temper taught him fometimes to flatter and

oblige, tho' much oftner to injure and opprefs his Subjeds.

On the one Ifde, he freely confbrm'd to the Jewtjh Religi-

on, and was circumcis'd, and likewife rebuilt their Temple
with all the Courts and Out-Buildings to a moll furprizing

Degree of Beauty and Glory; on the other, he introducM
^

many of the Pagan Cultoms and Games us'd at Rome^ fup-

prefs'd and chang'd the High Priefl's Office is he thought

fit, and prophan'd even the Temple it felf He was ex-

ceedingly jealous and ambitious, cruel and tyrannical, and
rag'd among the Jews like a Bear and a Lion, devouring

and walling on every fide. • He had flain their legal King,

extirpated the whole Race of the Maccabees^ and with them
feveral of his oAvn intimate Friends, and deftroy'd the

whole Body of the Grand Sanhedrim.^ and fubfl.ituted others

in their Places. Nor was his Rage confin'd to the Jews^
but defcended to his own Family and neareft Relations,

even to the executing his beloved Wife Mariamne^ and his

pwn Sons Alexander and Artftobuhts^ upon flight and trivi-

al Pretences. So that fetting aiide fome Appearances of
Generofity and Greatnefs, there never was a more merci^

lefs Governor, or a completer Tyrant than He : A mani-^

feft Sigii that the Scepter was ^f/^r^/;^^, if not departedfrom
Judah^ when inftead of that, a Rod of Iron was put into

the Hands of a bloody Executioner to bruife-and break the

Inhabitants ail in Pieces.

In the thirty fifth Year of this Prince's Reign, when all

the former Prophefies were almoft completed, and all holy

Perfons in a longing Expe6tation of a glorious Redeemer,
God was pleafed to make his laft Manifeftations concern-

ing his Son, being about to fliew him in the mod: confpi-

cuous and lively Manner. But becaufe it was not fit that

fo great a Perfon Diould come into the World without an
eminent Harbinger to introduce and ufher in his Arrival, a

great Forerunner was delign'd him, to prepare his Way,
and to be a Morning Star to this Sun of Righteoufnefs.

D 3 This
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Luke^i. This Harbinger was promis'd to an eminent Prieft of Ju^
'"^'''*

d.ca call'd Zachartas^ who with his Wife Elizabeth^ of the

fame Tribe of Levi and the Progeny of Aaron^ were cele-

brated for their unfpotted Lives; but had the Difgrace of
Barrennefs laid upon them, being then very ancient, and
pad Hopes of Illue. Zacharias executing his Office at Je^
rufalem according to his fixed Courfe, which was that of
Ahta^ or the eighth Courfe; and great Multitudes being af-

fembled at the Temple, probably on a Sabbath Day, he by
Lot was appointed to enter into the Body of the Temple
with his Cenfer to burn Incenfc, while the People were
oilering up their Supplications in that Court call'd the Court
of Ijrael. At the Altar of Incenfe he was exceedingly fur-

priz'd with the Sight of an Angel from Heaven, who
Itood on the North Side of it ; which being an unufual Vi-
fion, rais'd a great Terror in him. But the Angel imme-
diately remov'd his Fears, affuring him. That his Prayers
were heard^ and his If'^ife ponld bear him a Son^ calVd bythe

Name {?/John: That he and many others Jhould meet with
extraordinary "Joy and Comfort at his Birth : That this Son

Jhouid be a Person of Aujierities^ abfiaining from JVine and

Jpintous Liquors^ andfo Great tn the Sight of God^ that he

jhould be repienijh^d vjith the Holy-Ghofi from his Mother's

I4'^mnb. That be Jhould convert great numbers of the Jews
from their Corruptions^ S^mg before the Melliah in the Spirit

of the great Reformer YAi^S^ to prepare his li'^ays for him^

and to difpofe Men to receive him. Zacharias was aftonifh'd

at this News, and rafhly delir'd to be fatisfy'd as to the

Truth of it, lince he thought it beyond the Courfe of Na-
ture, both he and hi^ Wife being very ancient. Whereupon
the Angel let him know, That he was no lefs than Gabriel,

a fpecial Attendant on God^s Throne.^ and difpatcht purpofely

to inform him of this great Happinejs : But finee he was foin*

credulous as to require a Sign^ he Jljouldhaye one.^ whichjhould

be a Punijhm.ent of his Unbelief as well as a Confirmation of

his Faith.) namely., that ''till after the Birth of the Child he

jhould be entirely dumb ; intimating, as many believe, that

the Silencing of the Levitical Priefthood was now ap

proaching, when Men were to expe£l another kind of
Worlhip.

Luu t. During this Intercourfe, the People abroad were furpriz'd
** ^^- at his long tarrying, expeding that he fliould come forth

and give them the ufual Blellmg ; but upon his Appearance

their Wonder encreas'd, perceiving by his making of

Signs that he was unable to fpeak to them, and rightly

judging that he had Ilq^w fome extraordinary Vifion v/ithin

the
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fhc Temple. This happened towards the latter end of the

Month of September^ according to the molt common Ac-
count ; but fome others believe it to have been about the

beginning oijune^ particularly Dr. Lightfoot^ who infers it

from the ordinary Courfes of the Priclls. After Zachari-

as's Courfe was finifli'd, which continu'd a Week, he re-

paired to his own Habitation, which was Hebro?i in the

Mountainous Part of the Province of JucUa^ an vincient

City about 24 Miles almoll South of "Jerufdem. Where,
when his Wife Elizabeth perceiv'd her felf witl; Child in

her old Age, (he retired her felf from the World, probably

'till her Delivery, that fhe might be free from all Defile^

ments, and have a truer Certainty and Senfe of God's mi-

raculous Favour, in taking away the Reproach of Barren-:

nefs, and giving her a Son, of whom luch extraordinary
,

Hopes were conceiv'd.

Thus did the Almighty think fit to revive his former tnU r,

Way of Revelations, and then to proceed to the cleareil ^6- 38.

and nobleft Manifeftations of his Son ; which began to be

difplay'd about fix Months after, in the thirty fixth Year of
the Reign of Herod. At which time the fame Angel Ga-
briel^ who appear'd to Zacharlas^ and above 5*00 Years be-

fore to the Prophet Danl^l^ was fent from God into Gali-

lee^ an oppofite Province of Faleftinc^ and to a mean City
call'd Nazareth.^ about 60 Miles almoll: North of Jerufa-
lem. And now was the fifth and lail: Limitation of the

Promife of the Mejfiah ; the firft being to the Seed of the

Woman, the fecond to the Nation of the Ifraelius^ the

third to the Tribe of Judah^ the fourth to the Family
of David.^ and this lafl to the Perlbn of a moft holy Virgin
ciiVd Mary; a Perfon of low Condition, efpous'd to jo-

feph., of the fame Family oi David^ but of no higher Pro-
fefTion than a Carpenter : An inftance of the proioundeil

Humility, as well as fublimeil Mercy. At the Angel's Ap-
proach to this pious Maid, he immediately congratulated
her with her being moft highly in Favour v^-th the AlmigHy^
and being blejfed above the rejl of her Sex. Which furpriziui^

Words, and unufual Sight rais'd a ftrange Commotion in

her Bread:, and no lefs Admiration at fuch an uncommon
Salutation. But the Angel bad her fujfer no Dijlurbance in

her Mind^ fmcepe was fo highly ejieem^d by God: For Jhe
Jhould have the Happinefs of bearing a Son called by the Nam?
of J E S U S, or a Saviour

.^
who jhould be the long expe^cd

Mel!iah, to whom God pould give the Throne ofhis Fithcr
David, and his Sovereignty and Ki'^gdurn jhould have no Pcr
rtod. Mary not doubting the Angel's Veracity, bur admi-

D 4
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rlilg at the Grcatnefs of the Work, modeftly delirM to be
inform'd how this could be brought to pafs, fince pe was
to continue a Vtrgw^ according to the ancient Propheiie.

Whereupon the Angel very readily told her, T'hat thts was
to be eif'eded by the tnvifible Power and Operation of the Ho-
ly-Ghoft overjhadovjing her

; for which lieafon the Holy Per^
fon to be brought forth fhould be no lefs than the Son of God :

And tojhew that nothing was impojjible to the Almighty^ her
Coujin Elizabeth, who was ancient and many Tears barreny

vjas mv.) gonefix Mo7tths with Child. Being fully fatisfy'd

with this Anfwer, the pious Virgin with all Modefty and
Humility accepted of the Divine Bounty; and upon the

Angel's Departure, the/ Holy Ghoil wrought in her this

great Myllery, for which fhe had formerly been fitted and
difpos'd by the plentiful Elfufion of his Graces ; fhe being
then about 1

5- Years of Age, as it is conceiv'd by feveral,

or twenty, as others believe.

Xf^^ I. The Angel's MelTage, and Confequence of it, immedl-
3P- j^. ately rais'd in this Virgin an extraordinary Defire of viliting

her Coufin Elizabeth \ therefore with all Speed fhe under-
took a Journey of about 80 Miles to Hebron, Where, en-
tering Zacharias\ Houfe, Elizabeth upon hearing her firfl:

Salutation, immediately perceiv'd the Child to fpring up in
her Womb ; and being infpired with the Gifts of the Holy
Ghoft, fhe cry'd out, Blejfed art thou above thy Sex^ and
BleJJed the Fruit of thy Body! How vafl is my Felicity,^ to be

'uifited by the Mother of my Lord! And declaring the extra-

ordinary Accident of her unborn Child, fhe farther pro-

nounc'd her Blelfed for the Greatnefs of her Faith, alfuring

her of the AccompliIhment of all that the Angel had told

her. Whereupon Mary,^ v/ithout any Swelling or Oll:enta-

tion, broke out into a Rapture of Thankfgiving, .glorifying

and pratfing the Almighty with.all the Faculties of Soul and
Spirit., for looking down upon the mean Condition of her felf
whichjhould caufe allfucceeding Generations to pronounce her

Blefied: Humbly acknowledging that this Favour proceeded

from an omnipotent Being.^ whoje Name was Holy^ and whofe
Mercy extended to all Generations that obefd him : One who
by his powerful Arm had defirofd the imaginations of the

Proud., thrown down the Haughty from, their 'Thrones., eleva-

ted and fur'nijh^d the humble and needy Souls., while the High
and Wealthy were utterly re'ieHed: And One who could not

^forget his feleii People., and his Promife of the Mefliah made
iff the great Patriarch Abraham and his Progeny for ever.

Thus were their Joys teilified on both Sides, being as great

*^ any on this Side Hc.iven : and Mary to gain si full AlFu-

.
' raucc
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i-ance of her own Pregnancy, tarry'd with Bbr Coufin about

three Months, and then returned to her o\Vn Habitation at

Nazareth.

Shortly after the Virgin's Departure, Elizabeth was deli- ^f*^' <•

vcr'd of her Son, and all her Neighbours and Relations re- -J"/-**-

paired to her to congratulate the favours Ihc receiv'd from
Heaven : And on the eighth Day, when the Child was to be

circumcis'd and nam'd, they all gave him the Name of Z^-
chanas^2iS his Father was call'd; but £/z:?:^^^/>6oppos'd them,

declaring that he fliould be nam'd Joh-a : Whereupon th«y

alledg'd that none of her Family was call'd by that Name,
and made Signs to his Father to (hew his Pleaiure concern-

ing it ; which he did by requiring Writing-Tables, and wri-

ting That his Name pould be John. This w^as a great Sur-

prize to them, and a greater when they found that upon this

His Speech was immediately redor'd to him, which he cm-
ploy'd in the Praifes of the Almighty. So that there was a

great Rumor and Aftonifliment through all the neighbouring

l^rts of the Country ; and all who heard the Report, lodg'd

it in their Breads, admiring what manner of Child this fliould

prove. But Zacharias now perceiving the Myftery of the

Incarnation, and being infpired with a Prophetick Spirit,

hlejfed the merciful God of Ifrael, for his Redemption of his

People by a mighty Saviour^ rais''dout of the Family 0/ David;
lulx) had been promis''d from the beginning of the IVorld^ to

Eve, Abraham, and the fucceeding Prophets ; that Mankind
might be freed from the Slavery of their Spiritual EnemieSy

und be obedient to their Creator in true Holinefs^ withoutFear

and Servility. As for his own Son, He Jhould be nam'd the

Prophet of the High God^ to go before him^ to prepare his

Ways.^ and to mamfeft Salvation to his People by the Kemijfi-

en of their Sins ; and all this through the unbounded Mercy of
God., who fent the Sun of Righteoufnefs amongjl them., to

illuminate thofe in Darknefs and the Vale of Death^ and to

guide them into the Wa'js of eternal Peace and Happinefs.

All which was accomplilli'd in procefs of Time ; and God,
that he might prepare this' Infant for the Office he defign'd

feim, daily flrengthcn'd him with all fpiritual Gifts, and
kept him in the Deierts ofjud^a 'till the appointed time of
his appearing to his People.

During this Space, the Holy Virgin being returnM to Muth. t.

Nazareth., iYiW conccal'd the Myftery that God had wrought 'S-aj-.

in her from her efpous'd Husband Jofeph ; but her pregnant

Symptoms foon difcover'd it, and tho' her Deportmt.-nt had
been pious and chalte to a Miracle, yet hewasaifur'd that ihe

was with Child, Thii rais'd no little Concern in his

Breaft;
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Brcaft ; but being a merciful good Man, and extreamly un^.

Willing to intiid a publick Punifliment upon her, he refolv'd

upon a Separation with all Privacy. But between his Rc-
iblution and the defign'd Execution of it, an Angel from
Heaven appeared to him in a Vifion, courteoufly faluting

this mean Artificer by the Title oi Son of David
-^

afluring

him, That there was no Reafon for any farther Concern^ for
his U^ife^s Conception was the immediate IVork of the Holy
QhoJi\ and thatjhe pould bear a Son^ whofe Name he fiould
call Jefus, or a Saviour, becaufe he pould fave his People

from their Sins. Jofeph with great Satisfadion fubmitted to
the Angel's Command, and gladly remained with his Wife,
living in perfe6l Chaftity both before and after her Deliver

ry, according to the Opinion of moft Interpreters. So that,

as St. Matthew obferves, here was a remarkable Comple-
tion of Ifaialo'i Prophefie, which fays, That a Virgin pall
conce':ve and bring forth a Son^ who Jhall be called Immanu-
el, which iignifies God with us.

Thus we fee the profound Humility of our BlefTedLord,
who chofe not to defcend from Heaven with the Glories

of a triumphant Monarch and Deliverer, but privately to

qnter into the Womb of a mean Virgin ; from thence to
be brought forth as an Infant, and then to appear in the

World in the Form of the loweft Rank of Mankind. And
this eminently difplay'd the Wifdom as well as Mercy of
the Almighty ; for as he delign'd to build the Exaltation of
Jefus higher than all, fo he laid his Humiliation lowell ;

that as Pride had been the Deftruftion of Mankind, fo Hu-
mility fhould be their Reftoration : An admirable Pattern to

be imitated by all his Followers. Yet notwithllanding our
Saviour's voluntary Appearance under thele mean Circum-
ftances, we are to remember that even in his Human Capa-

city he was true Heir to the Kingdom of Ifrael., wliich had

been by God intail'd upon David and his Poflerity ; fo that

he was the King of the Jews in a natural and legal, as well

as a fpiritual and divine Senfe. And this appears, not only

from former Prophefics, Types, and other Circumflances,

but alfo from the Genealogy of our Saviour's Anceftors,

given us by the two Evangelifts Matthew and Luke ; which
Genealogies, tho' they have their Difficulties, and their feem^

ing Difagreements, yet they both manifeil him to have been

of the Line of David. The former draws the Pedigree of
his reputed P^ather Jofeph ; and the latter, that of his Mother
Alary: The former fhews his Political or Royal Pedigree,

and liis Anccflors as they were Heirs to the Grown of If-

racl\ and rhe laitcr ihews his natural Defcenr through the

feveral
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feveral Succeflions of thofe from whom he took Flelh and
Blood : The former being a Jew^ and writing to the Jews:^

reprefents him as the Son of David and AbrahamJIR.n whom
they had fo great an Intereft ; but the latter being a Gentile^

and writing to them, and being about to fhew him bruifing

of the Serpent's Head^ he reprefents him 2iS the Seed of the

IVoman^ from whom Gentiles as well as "Je-ajs were to ex*

pe6l Salvation, And this is the mofl receiv'd and conftant

Opinion of orthodox Divines, which clears the main Diffi-

culties of the Evangelifts Accounts, and fhews Jofeph to

have been of the Elder, and Royal Branch, and Mary of the
Younger Branch, but both of the Family o? David.

JeJHs''s being rightful and legal King of the Jews^ and
that only by his reputed Father's Side, is an unanfwcrable
Argument, both againft thofe who affirm Jofeph to have had
other Children by a former Wife, as alio againft thofe who
deny the perpetual Virginity of Mary ; affirming that Jofeph
had other Children by her after the Birth of Jejus. For had
Jofeph had any Children, either by Mary^ or any other Wife,
they as coming from the elder Branch by Jofeph their Fa*
ther, muft have claim'd the Inheritance of the Kingdom in

his Right, and not Jefus the Son of Mary^ who defcended
from a younger Line, and therefore could not legally in-

herit, but upon Default of liTue from Jofeph the only re*

maining Heir of the Elder. So that Jefus was the very laft

of the Royal Line of David^ which was fully terminated in

him, who is alfo God bleffedfor evermore^ and his Throne is

frr ever and ever.

The End of the Introduftion.
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BOOK I.

From the Nativity of our Blejfed Sa-

viour^ to his Afcenfion^ according

to the vulgar Computation.

Containing the Term 0/7,1 Tears and 5 Months.

CHAP. I.

From the Nativity of our Blejfed Savioury to

the Beginning ofthe Gofpel^ andfrjl breach-
ivg of John Baptift, according to the vulgar

Computation,

Containing the Terjn ofzS Tears and above 6 Months,

IF^j57™^|T theTimeof pur Blefled Saviour's firfl: A.D.i.
• M^rlaSi Appearance in the World, the Romans

by many Steps and Advances had made
themfelves Mafters of the moft confide-

rable Parts of £/zro/?^, Afia^ ^nd Africa;

and the State of their Empire vi^as thea
in the utmofl: Perfedion, as to regular

Eftablifhments, liberal Arts, and outward Magnificence ; but
Biuch declining as to the inward Vigour, and rigid Virtue of
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its ancient SubjeSs . This mighty Empire was now govern'd

AUGU- ^y ^^g^tft^^ Ccefar^ one of the mofi renowned Monarchs

^Tus. ^^^^ ever appeared in P<ag-<a» Hiftory ; a Prince lb remarkable

for his v£t Capacity and Policy, his fagacious Penetration

and Management, his profound Knowledge and Wifdom,
and withal, his lingular Generolity and Humanity, that his

Charader cannot be much ealier drawn, than his Actions can
be reprefented, in a few Words. When he was but eigh-

teen Years of Age, and the Komayj Common-Wealth in a

greater Fennent than it had been fince the Building of the

City, he enter'd upon Deligns far above his Years ; and in

^TsProgrefs waded through innumerable Difficulties, 'till by
his Policy and Management he freed himfelf from all Rivals

and Pretenders, and made himfelf Emperor of the World,
neither by Inheritance, nor Ufurpation, nor Conqueft, nor
Ele6^ion, but by a ftrange Mixtme of all thefe together. The
Beginnings of his Sovereignty, or rather his firlt Endeavours
for Sovereignty, were too much mingled with Blood and
Cruelty to be wholly vindicated ; but in the Progrefs of it,

his ASions became more unblameable, and were attended

with fuch a Profperity, that he not only allayM all the Storms
in the Ronton State, but thrice fhut up the Temple of Jorius

in Token of a Peace with all the World, which was ofrener

than it had been for above 700 Years before. So that con-

iidering the mighty Affluence of Pleafure and Plenty, and
the Pomp and Splendor of this Reign, together with the ex-

traordinary Encouragement of all Kinds of polite Learning,

none need to wonder that the Court of AHgnJlus has been

celebrated above all others in the World.
This Emperor having Ihut up the Temple of Janus the

, third and laft time, bringing an univerfal Peace, not caily to

the Roman Empire, but probably to the whole World, after

a Reign of 3S Years from the Death of Julius Cafar^ he en-

l%ke 2.
ter'd upon his twelfth Confulfhip together with L.^y/^. In

x-5.
' which Year, being freed from all Troubles andCohtefts, he

dettrmin'd ,tQ enquire into the Strength and Riches of all

his Dominions; and in order to that, heillu'dout a general

Edid that all Perfons in the >^6;»tf» Empire, with their ElUtes

and Conditions, fhou'd be regifter'd at certain appointed

Places, according to their refpeclive Provinces, Cities, and

Families
;

probably that they might be tax'd accordingly.

For this purpofe C)remus or Quirinus was fent over with ex-

traordinary Power into Syria^ which alio included Jud.ea

and King Heroa's Dominions, to enroll that Part of the Em-
pire; whichprobablyoccafionedSt. L«^<? to call him Gover-

nor of Syria. By Vertue of this Edi6l Jofeph and his efpoufed

Wife
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Wife Mary.^ being both of the Tribe of Judah and Family

of David., were obliged to remove from their Habitation at

Nazareth., and take a Journey of above 60 Miles into Ju-
daa., to a City call'd Bethlehem ; which tho' a fmall Place,

was the Mother City of the Tribe of Judah., as Jerufalem

was of Benjamin. , This declining City, about five Miles

South-Weft from Jerusalem., was the Place where this Cou-
ple were to be enroll'd, notwithftanding the near Approach

of Marfs Delivery ; and this was the Birth-place or David
himfelf, and by God foretold to be that of his great Anti=*

Type the MeJJiah. And as this was necelfary to the Com-
pletion of God's Word, fo he wifely deriv'd the Caufe of

their coming hither as far as Rome., and brought it about

without either Miracle or Revelation : And thus the Decree

of a Pagan Emperor became the Occafion of the Accom^
plifhment of the Decrees of Heaven.

It was in the beginning of the 37th Year of the Reign of l% i

Herod., 2n6. mtht^iomh o^ Dccemifer., according to the moft 6,7.

receiv'd Opinion, that Jofcph and Alary avTiv^d at Bethlehem^

for this Enrolment. In which City they might have expe61:ed

a good Entertainment after a troublclbm Journey ; but the

great Conflux of People upon this Occalion, had already

iiird up the Inns and Houfes of Reception, fo that they were
conftrain'd to repair to a Stable for Lodgings ; which, ac-

cording to Tradition, was a fort of a Cave cut out of a Rock,
a common Receptacle for Beafts on the Eaft Side of the

1 own. In this mean Place, was the Bleffed Virgin dcli-

ver'dofher Holy Burthen, without Pain, lince it was con-
ceived without Sin; and fnc her felf performed the Office of
a Midwife, bound the Infant in fwadlingCl oaths, and laid

it to reft in a Manger: A noble Inftance of the Humility
of our Lord, who as the laft Scene of his Life was re-

prefented among Thieves, fo his firft was among Beafts. But,'

as one obferves, this Stable was then a Temple full of
Religion, lull of Glory, when Angels were the Minifters,

the Holy Virgin the Worfhipcr, and (thrift the Deity. This
memorable Nativity happened 4000 Years after the Creation
of the World and the Fall of Man, according to L/jher, and*

many other great Chronologers, in thcfirft Ycarof the 194th
Olympiad., in the 749th ot the (^icy oi' Rome., in the 39th
Yo-ax o^ Augufltis trom the Death of y/^///// Ccfar^ the 26th
from his Ovcrthrov.'- ofAnthony at /IStium.^ and the 22dfro:Ti

his full Eftablil"hmentin the Empire by the Senate and People^

he himfelf and L. Sylla being Confuls. This is the trueft itra
we can find of our iBlefTed Saviour's Birth, beginning juft four

Years before the vulgar Computation now in ufe, which coin*

menc'i
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ijienc'd in the 43d of Au^Hft^s^ under d^ Confulfhips of
Cor.Lentiilus^ and Ca!,PtJo; a^id this is apparent from the
Reign and Death of Herod^ and from many Circumllances
in the Roman and Jew'ip Hiltory : But to avoid Confufion
Jn our fucceeding Chronology, we fhall follow the vulgar
Account now in ufe in all Chriftendom. The Day of this

Birth, according to the mod receiv'd Acco.unts and antient
Traditions, was the lyth of December ; tho' Mede^ Light-
foot^ and fome others have given very remarkable Argu-
ments to prove it was in September^ and more particularly

at the Feafl: of Tabernacles.

Xfri^e a. ' Notwithftanding the Privacy and Obfcurity of our Savi-
%-'Xi. our's Entrance into the World, the fame Night God was

pleas'd to make a pompous Revelation of him to certain

poor Shepherds, who were attending their Flocks not far

diftant, in thofe Plains where David the Father ofour Lord
had often attended his. For in the midft of thejr innocent
Jmployment, an Angel from Heaven, furrounded with moll
refulgent Rays of Glory,- defcended upon theni; which
ftrange Sight caus'd a great Conflernation amongft them.
put the x\ngel foon remov'd their Fears by ajTuring them,
*That he brought them fiich News as Jbould prove the infimte

jfoy of all People
; for a Saviour was born that Night in Beth-

lehem, who was no lefs than Chrift the Lord. But to pre-

vent their Expedation of an Earthly Princp, he told them,
7hat the 'Token of knowing this Perfon^ Jhould b? his being

*wrapt in fwadling Cloaths.^ and lying i^ m better Place than

a Manger. Upon this, immediately there appear'd an innu-

merable Company of the Militia of Heaven, all breaking

6ut into this triumphant Doxology, Glory to God in the

kigheji Heavens.^ Peace to the Earth.^ and Good-will to Man-
kind] Thus as all the /Vngels fung at the Beginning of the

' old World, at the Creation, Job 38. 7. fo much more at

the Beginning of the New, at the Redemption- Upon the

Angel's Departure into Heaven, the over-joy'd Shepherds

immediately haiiened to Bethlehem., where they found 5^0-

feph and Mary., and the Infant in a Manger, as the Angel
had informed them ; and they returned prailing and extolling

tht Mercies of God, and publilhing in all Places what they

knew concerning this Child, to the exceeding Amazement
of all that heard them. But Mary on the contrary kept all

thefe Things fecret, and lodg'd them in her Breail, as the

Subje61: of her private Meditations. And as She and Jofeph

were exa6l: Obicrvers of the Law of Mofes., and to teftifie

that the Child was the Son of /jbrahar^z., they circumcis'd

him on the eighth Day, and call'd his Name Jef^s^ accQrd-



Chap. I. AUGUSTUS//:?^ 2^ Rom. Emp, 49

ing to the Appointment of the Angel Gabrhl before his

Conception : A Name, to which all Creatures fhall pay a

Reverence.

Having been pun6lual in obferving the Law of Circum- LhU a.

ciiion, they were no lefs exad in the Performance of two ^i-*4-»

other Commandments of the Law ; one concerning Mo-
thers, and the other the Fijff-born of their Bodies. The
firfl: oblig'd every Woman, after her Delivery, not to touch

any holy Thing for a fixM Time, nor to enter into the Temple
for forty Days after the Birth of a Son, and at the end of that

Term to go thither to be purify'd; for which purpofe fhe

was to offer a Lamb for a Burnt-Offering, if able, or elfe

a pair of Pigeons or Turtles, which being facrific'd by the

Priefl, fhe was clean. The fecond enjoyn'd all Perfons to

bring their Firft-born Males, both of Man and Bead, to be

preiented to God at the Temple, the latter to be facrific'd,

and the former to be redeem'd for five Shekels, or about

ten Shillings ; and this in Commemoration of God's flaying

all the Firit-born of the MgyptiaKs to deliver the Ifraelttes.

In Obedience to thefe two Laws, forty Days after her De-
livery, the Holy Virgin with Jofeph went up to Jernfalem^

to offer the Sacrifice prefcrib'd by the Law for her Purifica-

tion, tho' her Son's immaculate Conception needed not that

Ceremony : And St. Luke obferves that flie offer'd the Sa-

crifice prefcrib'd to fuch as were indigent, namely, two
Turtle Doves, or. two young Pigeons. This was perform'd

at that remarkable Gate of the Temple, call'd the Gate of
Nicanor^ at the great PafTage between the Court of theWo-
men, and the Court of Ifrael and the Priefts ; in which Paf-

fagc the Child Jefus -was prefented to the Lord, deliver'd

into the Hands of the Pried, and redeemed according to

Law. Thus was the only begotten Son of God, and the

Firil-born of every Creature, prefented at his own Temple,
which began to verifie the Prophelie of Haggat^ namely,
That the Glory of the latter Houfe Jhonld be greater than of
the former.

But as there was no publick A61: about this Child, but Uth %:

was attended by fomething miraculous and extraordinary ; ^^"S**

fo at the fame Inftant a pious and devout Perfon of the Ci-
ty, namM Simeon.^ was dire6i:ed by the Spirit of God into
the Temple. This Slrncon^ fuppos'd to be thq Son of the
famous HUlel^ had long waited for the Redemjytion of Ifra-
el^ and had been promis'd by the Mouth of Heavdri^'fliat he
fhould not leave the World before he had ^Q.t\\ the flluHri-

ous Perfon who fhould effed it. And when the Child was
brought. in, this raviih'd old Man took him in his Arms,

E and
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and being excited by a Divine Infpiration, blefsM the Al-
mighty, begging, That accordihg to his Prom'ife he might be

dijmijs\l this .y'tfrld^ jince his bodily Eyes had beheld his Sal-

'vat'ion^ defign^d for all Nations ; a Light to illuminate the

Pagan Pf^orld^ as well as to be *be Glory of the Jeivijh State,

From thence he turn'dto his aftoniih'd Parents, andBlefllng
them alfo, declared to Mary^ That this Child pould be the

Occafion uf the Ruin or Happincfs of many Ifraelites, and a
jMark at which obdurate Sinners Jhould level their malicious

Obloquies', which tho"* they JJjouldprove the Difcovery of many
Hearts^ yet Itkea jharp Sword theyp -mid pierce her very Soul

with Sorrow: Wliich Ibme think was a Prophcfie of her

Martyrdom. Now that the Divine Teltimony concerning
our Lord might be ratify'd by two Witnelles in the Tem-
ple, and thofe of both Sexes, about the fame time came an
antient Widow of the Tribe of /^/t-r, call'd Anna^ 84 Years
of Age; one noted in the Gofpel for her conftant ' Obfer-

vance of the Temple-Mini (Iration, and her frequent Fadings
and Prayers. She likewifeby a prophetick Spirit, gave God
Thanks for this infaiite Mercy, witnefling Jefus to be the

MeiJiah^ declaring the fame to all fuch in Jerufalem as wai-

ted for his Coming. After the legal Performances Jofeph
and Mary with the Child return'd to Bethlehem with great

Joy and Satisfadion, and there continued till they were or-

der'd by God to remove; ihd' St. Lukc^ who delignedly

omitted many things related by St. Matthew^ feems to in-

timate their fetling at Nazareth in Galilee.

A D 2 1 -1 * Inuring thefe memorable Tranfa6lions, Herod at Jeru-
' falem was emburafs'd with many Mifchiefs and Troubles, fuch

y^f^^K as ufiially attend Tyrannical Governments, as not only Fears

and Jcaloufies, but alfo real Confpiracies againli his Perfon

;

which were CLUTy'd on by feveral of his nearell Relations,

paitlcularly his Brother Pheroras^ his V/ife the High Prieft's

Daughier, and his Son and delign'd Heir Antipater. l>iefe

trcalonable Dcligns Avere detected \ij means of the unnatu-

ral Death of Pheroras^ and other Accidents : Several Per-

.fons were tortuiM, others executed, his Wife divorced, her

Father deposM from his High-Priellhood, and his Son Antt-

fatcr imprifon'd, in order to receive Sentence from the

Court ot Rome. But thefe things were fcarcely efteded,

^before this jealous Prince was alai-m'd with a new and un-

expc6ted Accident, which was the Arrival of certain learned

^J^^%
^' ^'1^ eminent Ailronomers or Magicians from Arabia., Perjia

or Cbaldicay to Jcr^^falcm. Thele having feen in their own
Country a ftrangeand extraordinarv Star, and unda-(landing

by
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by fome old Prophefie, fuch as that of Balaam^ or fome
new Revelation^ that this fignify'd the Birth of the Meffiah

pfomisM to the Jews^ they travelled to the Metropolis of

Judaa^ there enquiring after this New-born Prince, that

they might teftifie their Adoration and Homage. Their

publick Character and Appearance, and their open cal-

ling him the King of the Jews^ drove the King into a

great Confternation, and the whole City into no little Com-
motion, as both fearing and hoping fomething extraordi-

nary. But Herod^ rcfolving to deitroy this fuppos'd Ri-

val in his Kingdom either by Policy or Force, immediately

affembled the whole Body of the Sanhedrim^ confifting of

the mofl: Learned of the Jews^ and demanded of them the

very Place where the Meffiah fhouldbe born. They readi-

ly anfwer'd him Bethlehem of Jndcca^ for which they

alledg'd the Senfe, tho' not the very Words of Micah's

Prophefie concerning that Matter. Upon which Herod

with the utmoft Privacy fent for the above mentioned ilflro-

nomers, and carefully enquiring of them the exad time of
the Star's firft Appearance, difpatch'd them to Bethlehem^

ordering them to make a diligent Searchfor this young Prince^

and upon Difcovery^ to bring him word to Jerufalem, that he

might go and pay him Homage as well as they.

ThefePerfons having receiv'd the King's' Inflruftions, dc- M^itth. 2,

parted towards Bethlehem^ and in their Way were furpriz'd

with a new Sight of the fame miraculous Star they had feen

in their own Country, which went before them, and like

the fiery Pillar in the Wildernefs, dire61:ed them to the very

Houfe where Jefus and his Mother were lodg'd. The Sight

of this was an extroardinary Comfort to thefe Travellers

;

who obferving the Star's lall Station, entcr'd the Koufc, and
finding the young Child with his Mother Mary, without
defpiling his mean Appearance and Attendance, fell proflrate

to the Ground, according to the Eallern Cuilom, and ador'd
him. And having brought with them the richeil Produ6ls
of their own Country, they hmnbly made Prefents to him
of Gold and precious Odors, particularly Frankincenfe and
Myrrh ; in all which Gifts, feveral believe that there was
fome myftical Meaning. Thus was God pleas'd to manifcft
his Son by fupernaturai Means not only to Jews, but al fo

to Gentiles ; but by different Methods, as well as to diffe-

rent Underllandings and Qualities. The former were poor
illiterate Shepherds, the latter learned Philofophers, probably
of no mean Quality: The former, acquainted with the true

Worfliip of the Creator, had an Angel for their Guide; the
latter, contemplating the Creature,' had a Star for theirs;

E 2 the
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the All-wife God accommodating his Revelations to the

peculiar Circumftanccs of Mens natural Genius's and Edu-
cations.

Math. 2. T'hc Eaftern Strangers defign'd to have return'd to Herod
*^"*^-

at Jcriifalem^ but God, who knew the Heart of that Tyrant,
prevented them by a Vilion at Night, and directed them in-

to their own Country by another Way. And at the fame
Night he fent his Angel to Jofeph.^ ordering him to arife

immediately and take both Mother and Son with him, and
fly as far as the Country of ^gypt^ and to continue there

'till farther notice ; informing him, That Herod had a bloody

Defign of defiro'jtng the young Child. Jofeph., who was all

Obedience, immediately got ready with his Wife, and with
their greateO: Treafure J^fns^ undertook a Journey of above
200 Miles into Mgypt\ the late Prefent of Gold being of
fpecial Ufe to them in the defraying of their Expences in a

foreign Country. Thus did our Lord begin to take PofTef-

lion, as it were, of his promis'd Inheritance of the Gentiles^

which accomplilli'd that prophetical Prefiguration o£ Hofea's,

Out of jEgypt have I calPd my Son. At their firfl Arrival,

as may be collected from Eufeb'ms and Athanafius^ the Child

Jefus being by Delign or Providence carry'd into a Temple
at Hermopolis in the Province of Thebais^ the Idol Gods
fell down, like Dagon at the Prefence of the Ark, and fuf-

fer'd their timely and jull Diffolution : Which remarkably

verify'd a Prophefy of Ifaiah^ which fays, That the Lord
JJjould corae into ALgypt^ and the Idols of JEgypt Jhou'd be

moved at his Prefence. Ifai. 19. I.

M:ntth. 2. In the mean Time Herod impatiently waited for the Re-
16 i3. turn of the SirajFicM-s ; but iliortly finding himfelf deluded,

and his mod fccrct and fubtle Deli^^ns blailed, he fell into a

violent Rage and Fury. And refolving to effe6t that by

open Severity, which he had been difappointed of doing by

Policy, he immediately fent out his Soldiers, and made a

bloody MafTacre of all the Children in the CAvf o£ Bcfb/ehem

and the neighbouring Towns, that were two Years of Age
and under ; that he might be certain to include the whole
Time, and more, from the firfl Appearance of the Star feen

by the Eailcrn Altronomers : A Barbarity furpaffing all Be-

lief, had not Herod been the Contriver and Proje6ror. This
deplorable Cruelty was accompany'd with fuch Lamentati-

ons and Bewailings, that the Evangejiil thought fit to men-
tion tile Sorrov/s and Bemoanings taken notice of by Jere-

mtah concerning the Babjlcnian Captivity, as having a more
eminent Completion at this Time. The Abxjfmes oi JLthio-

pa in thdr Liturgy, and the Gr^.i:ks in their Calendar, do
com-
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commemorate the Number of 14000 that were flain at this

Time; which exceeds all Probability. However the Exe-

cution was fo nicely rigorous, that one of Herod's Sons,

then at Nurfe, was alfo faid to be llain in the Number.
Upon which Account, Augujlus hearing of this and his o-

ther Cruelties to his own Family, afterwards dcclar'd, -That

he had rather he Herod''s Hog than his Son^ as Macrohius aj^

fures us : For the Religion of his Nation was a Security

for Swine, but no Religion cou'd be any Security for his

Child.

Not long after this Herod began to feel the Vengeance of J^h^-

Heaven upon him, being ilricken with a ftrange and terri-

ble Diftemper, which made him exceedingly paffionate and
jealous of the juft Hatred and Contempt of his Subjects.

And this was heightned by Means of a bold Attempt made
.by feveral young Men of the City, who finding the King
declining, and alio hearing of his Death, pull'd down the

large golden Eagle, which he had prophanely fet upon the

main Portal of the Temple ; which being done in a tumul-

tuous Manner, caus'd the Death of many of the Spectators

by the Soldiers, and their own fevere Executions by Herod\
Command. His Diftemper daily cncreasM after an unheard-

of Manner, and he himfelf labour'd under the moft loath-

fom and tormenting Accidents that can be imagin'd; as

gradualHeats and grievous Ulcers in his Entrails and Bowels,
a furious Cholick, a voracious and infatiable Appetite, ve-

nomous Sv/ellings in his Feet, Convulfions in his Nerves,

violent Afthmas, Rottennefs in his Joints and Members,
accompany'd with prodigious Itchings, crawling Worms,
and intolerable Smells ; fo that he was a perfea Hofpital

of incurable Difeafes. Yet all thefe furious Torments did

not take away his Hopes of Recovery ; for which Reafoii

he fent for Phyficians from all Places, and refus'd no Me-
dicines that they judg'd proper for him. He alfo fhiited his

Poll, and pafs'd over the River Jordan to the hot Baths of
Callirrhoe^ which were both medicinal and potable, v/here

his Phyficians try'd many Experiments in vain upon him

;

from whence he remov'd to Jericho^ his laft Station, about

;2,o Miles almoil: Ea(t oijerufalem.

But as the Bodies cf Bcafts grow hard and callous by

Stripes, and the PrclTures of the Yoak ; fo did the Heart of
Herod^ by thefe Loads of the Divine Vengeance. For find-

ing that he muil die iliortly, and fearing nothing more than

the Rejoicings of the Nation at his Death, he refolv'd that

the laft Scene of Lis Lite il^iould equal, if not furpafs all the

reft. Therefore ha^•ing bv the ftricleft Summons gather'd

E 3
toijether
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together all the Nobility and moft confiderable Men of c-

vcry City, Town and Village in Judcea^ he commanded
his Soldiers to fhut them up in a fpacious Place call'd the

Htppodromc. And then calling his Sifter Salome^ her Huf-
band Alexas^ with a few choice Friends, he told them with
Tears, That he was fenjibk of the Jews Hatred to his Go-
'vernment and Perfon^ and that his Death would be a high

SatisfaBion to them ; therefore his Friends ought to procure him
Jome Solace and Diverfton in the midjl of his bitter Anguijh

;

which if they ferfor/r^d according to his Order^ the Mournings
and Lamrntations at his Death would be as great and magni-

ficent as ever any Prince had. And this Order was^ that on

the fame Hour he JJjould expire.^ the Soldiers Jhould furround
the Hippodrome, and fut all the enclofed Perfons to the

Sword^ and then publijh his Death \ which would caufe his

Exit to be doubly triumphant^ firji for the pofihumous Execu-
tion of his Commands^ a^id fecondly for the Quality and Num-
ber of his Mourners. Upon the'Promifes of his Friends to

perform his Orders, and receiving fome acceptable News
from Auguftus of the Execution of an Enemy, and of Power
granted him to puniih others, he began to revive ; but his

Torments flill encreafing, fhortly after he endeavour'd

to ftab himfelf, but was prevented by Achiabus his Grand-
child. The Belief of his Death at this time encourag'd his

imprifonM Son Antipater to attempt an Efcape, but he was
iiot only prevented, but alfo beheaded by his Father's Com-
mand, who five Days after dy'd himfelf, having by his

Teilament divided his Dominions between his three Sons
Archelaus, Antipas and Philip. This happened between the

25-th of November., and the 20th of March following, in the

75'Oth or 75'!^: Year of Rome., according to the niceil Chro-
nologers ; tho' mod probably in the latter, and about a Year
and a Quarter after our Saviour's Nativity, in the 70th of
his Age, and the 37th of his Reign.

A.D.3. 111. For many Years, the Land of Paleftine or Canaan
was entire, and governed by one Perfon ; but fhortly after

J'^h^' Herod's Deceafe, by his Will and 'Cafar's Appointment, it

was divided into three diflin6l: Governments. Tho' for a

fliort time Archelaus was look'd upon as King, and his Fa-

ther's SucccfTor, by the Soldiers and People; all acknow-
ledging him with great ApplaufeS, upon the Account of his

fpecious Promifes, and the Satisfa61:ion they received from
the Delivery of all thofe noble Perfons whom his Father

had deiign'd for Slaughter. But he had fcarcely finifh'd his

Father.?s
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Father's Obfequies, which were very folemn and magnifi-

cent, before many in the City began to hzv^ixX Matthias and
;his Aflbciates, who had been put to Death for pulling down
the golden Eagle; tumultuoufly requiring that their Me-
mories fhould be honour'd bv a publick Mourning, and
their Accufers condcmn'd. And this Sedition encreaiing at

the Feaft of the Pajjover,, about that time they procur'd

great Numbers to join with them, and fecur'd themfelves

in the outward Courts of the Temple : Which causM Ar-
chelam immediately to fend out an armed Party of a thou-

fand Men againfl: them; but being repell'd with fomeLofs,
he fent his • whole Body of Foot, with a flrong Party of
Horfe, who falling in with them, put about 3000 to the

Sword, and forc'd the reil to the neighbouring Mountains.
And having thus queil'd the Sedition, he with all Halte re-

paired towards Rome with his Mother and his choiceft

Friends, to obtain the Confirmation of his Father's Teila-

mcnt by Augufim^ and to procure himfclf to be fettled in

the Kingdom of Jud.va ; committing the Government of
his Houihold and his Affairs to his Brother Philip.

In the Abfence of Archelans^ the Jeivs fell into new
Troubles and Cpnfuiions ; firft occafion'd by Sahinus^ the

Emperor's Agent in Syria.^ who encer'd Jerufalem., feiz'd

upon Herod\ Palace, aiid by his Avarice grievoufiy opprefs'd

the Inhabitants : Infomuch that on the Feafl of Pentecoft^

great Numbers repaired thither from all Parts of the Land,
refolving to be reveng'd on ^\'2Z'^.7^j,andpofrefs'dthemTelves

of the Porticos and Cjoylters of the Temoic. But the Ro-
man Legion there under Sabinm.^ vigoroully attack'd them,
fet fire to fome of the Buildings, and burnt down a confi-

derable Part of the Cloyflers, to the Deitruftion of many

;

and then pufliing forwards, pillag'd the Trcafure of the

Temple where the Sacred Mony was kept, and carry'd off

above four hundred Talents. But tVe Jews rallying again

in vaft Numbers, and with part oi Herod' % Soldiers, belieg'd

Sabinm in the Palace; which oblig'd him to fend immedi-
ately to I'^ariii Go/ernor of ^^^v^ to corne to his Relief At
the fame time, the J-^vjs v/ho had taken too little notice of
fhe true Mcjjluh^ were puniOied with feveral falfe Mejfiahs,,

or pretended Kings of the Jevjs-, particularly 6'//;^x^, one of
Herod's Servants, remarkable fqr his Shape and Stature;

who being fpUow'd by great Multitudes, pillag'd and ra-

vag'd all the Country '^h<M\i "jeyicho. Athrv/iges an obfcure

Shepherd, but of extraordinary Bulk and Strength, was a-

nothcr who afpir'd to the Cro^vn, and for a con lid erable

time retained all the Marks of Sovereignty, wafting all the

E 4 Country
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Country about Jerusalem. In Idumcea about 2000 of He^
rod's old Soldiers aflembled together, to the great Damage
of that Province ; and in Galilee^ Jiid>i< or Theudas (men-
tion'd Ads 5-. 36.) the Son of a famous Robber, with a

Party of defperate Men, made Incurfions into Judcca. Thefe
and many other Troubles were quell'd in no long time,

partly by fome of Herod\ Party, and principally by the co-
ming down of Varus out of Syria with all his Force ; who
reliev'd Sabmus in Jerufalem^ and put an end to thefe Sedi-

tions with the Crucifixion of no lefs than 2000 Perfons.

Thus God began to punifh the Jews^ both for their Cor-
ruptions, and their being fo regardlefs of his Son, after he
had fufficiently manifeded him both at Bethlehem and Jern-
falem.

In the mean time, Archelaus at Rome met with much
Oppolition and many Obffcacles, not only from his Enemies,
but feveral of his fuppos'd Friends, who accus'd him of
many Crimes before Auguftus^ and pleaded for his Brother
Antipas^ who had been appointed SuccefTor to Herod in a

former Teftament. But Atiguflus had not fully determined
to whom he ftould give the Preference, before fifty Am-
baffadors or Reprefentatives of the Jew'ijh Nation were, by
Vanish Permilfion, arriv'd at Rome^ and with no Icfs than
8000 of their own Country Men in the City, repair'd to

Auguftus in their diftreffed Country's Behalf; Firft declaim-

ing againft the Memory of H:rod^ Alledging, That he had
heen the moft cruel Tyrant that ever reign*d^ and fo barbarous^

that thofe who efcaped with their Lives, thought themfelves
lefs happy than thofe who were executed. For he had not only

torn his SuhjeHs Bodies vjith Tortures, but aifo defaced the

Cities of his own Country, to beautifie thofe of Strangers, and
permitted Foreigners to maffacre the Jews without Revenge.

And their Country was fo impoverijifd and wafied with Fnj^t-

fiice, that during Herod'j Reign they hadfuffer'^d more Mur-
thers and Miferies than their Anee[tors had from the Babylo-

nian Captivity to his time. That being inurd to the Toak,

they had readily acknowledged Arclielaus, notwithfianding he

was the Son of fuch a Tyrant, and publickly mourned for his

Father's Death. But that he to Jhew himfelf the genuine

^ff^P^^'^^S ^f Herod, began his Reign with the Slaughter

of 3000 Citizens, who fell a Sacrifice to his Rage even in the

very Temple, Wherefore their humble Petition was, that Km-
guftus wouldjudge the Remainder of the Jews worthy ofCom-
paffion, and not abandon their Nation to Hcrod'j Family, hut

that he would join it to the Province c/ Syria, and put it un-

der the immediate Suhjedion (/Roman Governors. Auguftus

having
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having heard thefe Complaints, and the Anfwers of the other

Party Ihortly after gave Archelaus half the Dominions of his

jFather, vv^ith the Title of Ethnarch^ promifing him that of

King, if his Carriage deferved it ; and dividing the other

half into two Tetrarchies, he gave one to Herod-Amipas^

and the other to his Brother P/'////? ; So that we are to con-

iider Palefthe now as divided into three diftind Jurifdidli-

ons. I. That under Archelaus conlifted of the Provinces

of Judcca and Samaria^ together with Idumcea^ a little Pro-

vince taken out of Arabia^ and of late including part of

Judcca-, all amounting to foo Talents Yearly. 2. That un-

der Herod-Antipas confided of the Provinces of Galilee and

Pera:a beyond Jordan'^ amounting to 200 Talents. 3. That
under Philip confided of the Province of Trachonitis^ in-

cluding Batancca and Aurarinitis or Iturcea in Syria \ a-

mounting to 100 Talents. Gaza in Judcea^ and Gadara

and Hippon in Trachonitis were join'd to the Government

of Syria
;
Jamnia^ Azotm, Phafalis and Afcalon were gi-

ven to hierodh Sifter Salome ; and the Mony which Herod

gave to Atigujlus by Will, which amounted to 15-00 Ta-
lents, hegenerouflydiftributed among his Family, referving

for himfelf only fome Jewels of fmall Value.

The State of Pakftine being thus eftablifhed by Atigiiftus^ Matth.

God now thought fit to call his Son out oi Mgypt\ there- 19-23-

fore by his Angel in a Vifion he inform'd Jojeph of the ^^f'^
Death of all fuch as fought the Child's Life, and orderM ^

'

him to take Him and his Mother, and return into the Land
pf y/r^f /, or Palcftine. All which he diligently performed

;

and arriving in Jud^ea^ he was inform'd of the Return of
Archelaus^ and his governing that part of the Country ; ancj

knowing his natural Cruelty, and his near Relation to He-
rod.^ he fear'd to fettle there. But being dire61:ed by God
in another Vifion, he turn'd to the Dominions of his Bro-
ther Herod-Antipas^ in Galilee^ to his former Habitation at

Nazareth^ where the firange Occurrences of our Lord's
Birth were utterly unknown. Which being a mean and
defpicable Place, it afterwards gained Jefus the reproachful

Title of a Kazarenc^ according to the Aim and Tenor of
feveral Prophecies, as St. Matthew obferves. And this ob-

fcure Education not only contributed towards his intended

Sufferings, but likewife ferv'd to confound the Wifdomof
the haughty Scribes and Pharisees., who for their Contempt
of thefe late Revelations, and their other Crimes, were
juftly hardened and blinded in their Underftandings. He
was now about two Years of Age, and for ten Years af-

ter, v;e have no certain Account of Him or his Parents,

only
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only that they annually rcpalr'd with Him to JerufaUm at

the PafTover, and as his Body increas'd in Stature, ^o more
efpecially the Faculties ot his Soul were enlarg'd, being

highly replenifh'd with Wifdom and the Grace of God.
Not long alter our Saviour's Settlement at Nazareth^

Auguftus^ who had fo often and cafilydifpos'd of the King-
doms and Governments of the World, was extremely af-

flided in his own Family, and by his own Daughter Julia^

marry 'd to his Wife's Son Ttherius^ who by her luxuri-

ous Revels, and her adulterous Meetings, had render'd her

felf infamous in the whole City. This Emperor, tho' a

Pagan by Education and Profeflion, had fo great a Senfe,

not only of the Scandal, but alfo of the Immorality of her

Anions, that he once refolv'd to have put her to Death;
butuponReconliderationhebanifh'dher to a defolate Ifland

called Pandataria^ ftri6lly prohibiting her the ufe of Wine,
^nd all kinds of Delicacies, either in Diet or Cloaths ; and
permitted no Perfons to approach her who were not cele-

brated for their good Lives and Morals. Shortly after he
was diverted by ibme Wars in Armenia^ which, according

to Noris^ caus'd him to open the Temple of 'Janus the lall;

time, which had continu'd fhut for about fix Years \\\ To-
ken of an univerfal Peace ; which Peace being as it were to

introduce our Saviour into the Wprld, he has alfo upon
that Occalion been flii'd T^he Prince of Peace. But what
Ecclefiailical Writers do more particularly obferve of this

N Emperor, is, that upon his Entrance on his tourth Decen-

nalia^ or ten years Government, he utterly refus'd the Ti-
tle of L o R D, which the People unanimoufly offer'd him

;

which many Chrillians believe not to have been without

fome Divine Influence, and particularly upon the Account
of a SybiPs foretelling the Appearance of a greater Prince,

to whom all the World (hould pay Adoration. And here

we cannot ealily omit a Relation mention'd by Suidas^ who
tells us that Augtiftus fending to the Pythian Oracle to en-

quire who fnould fucceed him, was anfwer'd by that D^a-

mo?-:^ That an Hebrew Ch'ild^ Lord of the Gods^ had com-

manded htm to return to Helly and that no farther Anfwer
was to be expected ; and that upon this he ercded an x\ltar

in the CapitoL Primogenito Dei^ 'To the Firfi-Born of God,

However in the fame Year that he refus'd the Title of
Lord^ he appointed Tiberius for his Heir, obliging him to

adopt his Brother Drufus^^^owGrrmanicus'^ and h^tm^Pon-

ttfex Maximiis^ he made the lad Regulation of the Roman
Calendar, which continues in Ufe with us to this Day

;

tho' alter'd in fome Countries by Pope Gregory XIlI. a-

bcv5
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bovc no Years ago. This Regulation was orderM by Au
guftus to be engraven in Brafs, and was completed in

A. D. vul. <fr. 4.

In the mean time the three Brothers, Archelaus^ Herod jofiph.

and Philip govern'd Paleftine without any open Sedition

or Difturbance, each endeavouring to improve their Domi-
nions by Buildings, and other publick Works. Archelaus

re-edify'd the Palace in Jericho^ and fumptuoufly adorn'd
it ; and drawing half the Waters from Neara^ through the
Field he had planted with Palm Trees, he built a Town
in that Place call'd Archelais. Herod enclos'd .^e/7>^5r/j with
a ftrong Wall, and made it the chiefeft Ornament of Ga-
lilee \ and alfo fortify'd another City call'd Bataramphta^ on
the Sea of Galilee^ and nam'd it Julias in Honour of Ju-
lia^ before her Difgrace. Philip repaired Paneadas^ on the

Head of Jordan and Borders of Syria^ and call'd it Ccc[a-

rea Philippi ; and likewife repaired the Borough of Beth-
faida^ on the Sea of Galilee^ and gave it the Dignity of a

City, both for the Number of the Inhabitants, and for o-
ther Pre-eminencies. But Archelaus following the Steps of

,

his Father, in a fhort time made himfelf odious tothey^iyx
not only for his difpoflefTing of the High-Priefts, and his

illegal marrying his Brother Alexander's Wife Glaphyra^

but alfo for feveral A6ls of Cruelty and Tyranny : Info-

much, that after a Reign of nine Years and a it\Y Days,
the chief Governors among the Jews and Samaritans made
a publick Complaint of him to Augnftus ; who being a ge-

nerous Prince, and detefting all Oppreffions, in a great Paf-
h'on fent his Agent for him in Perfon to liorne^ to anfwer
to his Accufations. Archelaus was found feafling and ban-
queting with his Friends, and hurry'dav^^ay with great Preci-

pitation to Cj^far ; who upon a full Hearing both ot his Crimes
and Vindication, depriv'dhim of his Dominions, confifcat-

ed all his Goods, banilli'd him, and perpetually confined

him to l^ienna a City in Gaul. Upon this the Dominions
of Archelaus were reduc'd into the Form of a Roman Pro-
vince, and rul'd by a Governor of the Emperor's call'd by
the Name of Procurator^ but in fome Cafes iubjcft to the

Prefident or Governor of Syria : So that there were two
Alterations in Palejiinc between our Saviour's Birth and
his Baptifm ; firft, the Divifion of the whole Country a-

mong Herryd'sSons; fecondly, thefubjcfting the moilcon-
liderable Parts of it, namely, Jud.va^ Sayyzaria and Idu-

mcea^ to Roman Governors.
Immediately after the Banillmient of Archelaus, Augujlus

fent over CQpo:<i:is to be Procurator or Governor of 7/if^.t'^,

and
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and with him Cyremus or Quirinus into Syrui^ to make a

fecond T axation or Valuation of all Perfons Eftates in

thofe Parts. Upon his Entrance into Palcftme^ the Inhabi-

tants, tho' with lome Regret, fubmitted ; but in a fhort

time there arofe one Judas a Gaulantte by Birth, but a Ga-
lilean by Habitation, and fo calTd Ads 5-. 37. who with
Sadoc a Phanfee^ excited the People to a Rebellion ; al-

ledging, T^hat this Ajjcjjment was an open Acknowledgment

of their Servitude^ exhorting the whole Nation vigoroiijly to

maintain their Liberties^ and giving them Affurance not on-

ly of Glory and Renown^ but alfo of a full Deliverance from,

their ToaL Thefe Perfuafions, together with the corrupt

Expedations of a Temporal Prince or MeJJlah^ now ready

to appear, drew great Numbers after himi, who under the

Pretence of Liberty, and difowning ail Foreign Authority,

committed infinite Murthers and Diforders in feveral Parts

of the Land. And tho' they were timely fupprefs'd, and
the Multitudes difpers'd, yet flill they were fo potent as to

create a fourth Sed among the Jews not known before ;

the other three being Pharifees^ Sadducees and EJfenes. Thefe
were not only a Se6l, but alfo a Fadion direifly oppofite

to thole caird Herodia-as^ and had the Name of Gaulanitcs

from the Birth-place of their Captain, and fom.etimes Gali-

leans^ as mhuke 13. 1, bccaufe they were then more nume-
rous in the Province of Galilee. As the Herodians join'd

with the Sed of the Sudducees^ fo thefejoin'dw'iththeP^^-

rifees and more efpecially thofe calfd Zealots^ already de-

fcrib'd in the Introdudion. And they became fo zealous

in ailerting God alone to be their Lord and Mafter, that, as

Jefephus informs us, they would fooner chufethe mofl: ex-

quifite Torments for themfelves and Children, than acknow-
ledge any Man living for their Lord. And byjoining with

the Zealots^ they together became the principal Caufeof all

the fuccceding Miiiries in the Jewtjh State, and the final

Ruin of it at laft.

Cyrenius hi^ving finifii'd the Valuation of every Man's
•Efiate, and confifcated the Goods of Archelaus^ he depos'd

Joazer the prelent High-Prieil upon the People's Complaint
and Sedition, and cflablifhed Ananus in his Place, whom
the Scriptures Q^A?:?:as ; and after that return'd to his Go-
vernment in Syria^ Varus being font hy Auguftpis totiie Ger-

man Wars, toponins remain'd in his Province of Judaea-,

and in the fecond Year of his Government, in the begin-

ning of the Pdijiver^ Jofephus tells us of a remarkable Pro-

phanation of the Temple by certain Samaritans^ who when
the Gates were opened at Midnight, according to the Cu-

llom
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ftom of the Feaft, privately enterM the Temple, and (Irew-

ed the Porches and the principal Parts of it with dead Mens
Bones ; which was an extraordinary Offence to the Jews^

and gave Occafion to the Priefts to be much more careful

and vigilant than formerly.

It was at this fame Feaft, according to the moft proba- Luke z.-

ble Accounts, that our Blefled Saviour began tofhew fome 4i-ya-

Rays.of his extraordinary Wifdom and bright Faculties
;

who now being twelve Years of Age, came up to Jeru"

falem with his Parents, according to Cujiom. His Parents

having perform'd the ufual Ceremonies of the Feaft, and
tarry'd the whole feven Days, return'd with great Num-
bers of their Neighbours and Acquaintance towards Gali-

he^ accidentally leaving Jefus behind them at "Jerusalem.

But not doubting but he had join'd himfelf with the Mul-
titude of the Galileans^ they patiently travell'd a Day's Jour-

ney ; and at Night made a diligent Search for him among
his Relations and particular Friends, but without any Suc-
cefs. It is not ealie to imagine the Greatnefs of their Fears

and Apprehenfions at that time, which caus'd them to re-

turn haftily to Jerttfalem^ and make all poffible Enquiry in

that Place. But on the third Day after they mifs'd him,

to their exceeding Surprize, they found him in one of the

Rooms of the Temple, probably in that of the grand San-

hedrim^ fitting amidfl: the learned Dodors and Mafters of
Ifrael^ hearing and propounding Queflions t0 them ; which
he did in fuch Manner, as caus'd the Aftonifhment of all

his Auditors, who were confounded at the Ripenefs of his

Underftanding and Anfwers. His Parents were alfo ama-
zed to find him in that Place ; and his Mother telling him
with what Impatience they had fought him, and blaming
him for putting them into fo great a Fright ; he made An-
fwer. Why was this Search ? Did son not know^ that I muji
he empUy'd in the Houfe^ or Service of my Father ? Intimat-

ing, as fome good Criticks obferve, that they had 'till then

fought for him in a wrong Place : However they did not
then underfland his Anfwer ; but Mary carefully lodg'd all

his Words in her Heart : Soon after Jefus return'd home •

to Nazareth with his Pi^.rcnts, living in Subjedliontothem;
and as he encreas'd in Body and Stature, fo the Faculties

of his created Soul were enlarg'd, and he daily grew more
and more in Favour with God and Man.
About the fame Year, Augitfius made ftri61; Laws con- duh.

cerning Marriages and Divorces, which are taken Notice >/^/*-

of by feveral F.ccleliaftical Writers ; and were occafion'd

by the great Numbers of the loofe and unmarry'd Eciwtes*

Thefe
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Thefe the Emperor judgM fo fatal to good Policy, and
true Morality, that upon a full AfTembly, after a high ap-

plauding of the marry'd Sort, and a fevere Reprimand
of the others, he imposed great Fines upon every Knight
that continu'd unmarry'd after the Term of a Year. Yet
to fhew that he would difcourage nothing that had the Ap-
pearance of Virtue and Abllinencc, he beftowM coniidera^

ble Rewards on fuch as had vow'd a perpetual Virginity.

And that no publick Promoter o^'i^ Loofenefs might efcape

his Cenfure, fjiortly after he banifh'd his Favourite Ovtd^ the

celebrated Poet, for his amorous Epiftles, and his Art of
Love ; the Softnefs whereof being thought capable of ener-

vating and corrupting a larger Empire, than that of the Ko-
mam. About the fame time he remov'd Coponius to ano-
ther Place, andfentM. Ambtvius into Judcca in Quality of
Procurator or Governor ; in whofe Government Salome

Herod's Sifter dy'd, and gave all her PolTellions to the Em-
peror's Wife Livia. Shortly after, and two Years before

Augujlus^s Death, his delign'd Succellbr T/Z'^r/^iwasjoin'd

with him with almoft equal Authority in the Government of
the Empire ; which has caus'd fome eminent Chronologers
to reckon the Years of Tiberius's Reign from this ^Sr^, par-

ticularly in Ljike 3. i. which 15'th Year of the Reign of
Tiberius^ according to them, is meant the 13th from the

Death Qi Augttftus.

AL Ambimus having continu'd between two and three

Years in Jud.ca^ Afim ^^s Rufus was fent by Augufius into his

Place ; and he was the third Rornan Governor in thofe Parts.

Not long after, Augujlus having made his Will, and de-

liyer'ditto the i^^/?^/ Virgins, he repair'd upon fome Bulinefs

to Nola near Capua : And there finding himfelf dange-

roufiy ill, he fent for Tiberius^ and his choiceft Friends and

Acquaintance, to whom he recommended many wife and

ufeftil Things, particularly declaring to them. That he had

found Rome built with Clay^ but he had left it of Marble^

meaning not fo much the Beauty and Strength of the Build-

ings, as the Majeiiyand Firmnefs of the Empire. And that

he might leave the V/orld with the Triumphs of a Fagan
Philolbpher, he call'd for a Looking-Glafs, caus'd his

Hair to becomb'd, and his wrinkled Cnccks to be fmooth'd

up, and as Adlors upon the Stage, he ask'd his Friends,

whether he had plafd his Part well in this IVorld : And
upon their aufwering 7>j, he cry'd Plaudite ! and exp>'d

in the Embraces of his beloved Wife Livia^ bidding her

Remember their Marriage^ and Farewel. Tlvas dy'd Augu-

Jlus on the T9th Day oi Aitgnjl^ m the Confulfliips of the

twa
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two Sext't^ above 5-7 Years after the Death of his Great-

TJncle Jnitus^ A, D. vul. <er. 14. He dy'd to the unexpref-

iible Grief of all his Subjeds, having conquer'd greater Dif-

ficulties, met with greater Succefs, compleated greater De-
figns, and eftablifhM a greater Empire than any Prince in

the World. According to the Paganip Superftition he had
Temples ere^Ltd to him, Divine Honours decreed him, and
a large Sum of Mony was given by Livta to Numerius At-
ticus^ a Senator, for having fworn that he faw him afcend-

ing into Heaven, as Proculm had anciently fworn of Ro-
mulus.

IV. The Romans^ during the Adminlftration o? Au- A. D.
giijhis., had all the Happinefs of a free People, and were re- 14.

flrain'd from nothing but thofe Mifcniefs which a corrupted Tibe-
Liberty produce ; but Ihortly after his Death they met with r i u s,

great Alterations, and a quite different Treatment from his the third

Succeflbr Ttkriuf, whofe Wifdom confifted of a myfterious ^^^'^

Slynefs and Sufpicion, and his Policy of continu'd Artifices
"'^^'^'""

and Diflimulation. Yet in the Beginning of his Reign he
made a great Shew of Modefty and Affability, and perform'd
many laudable Adions towards the Reformation of Mens
Lives and Manners : Particularly he regulated the Licenti -

oufnefs of the Theatre, banifh'd the Aftrologers and Magi-
cians from Rome^ reltrain'd the Delicacies of Eating-Houfes
and Taverns, feverely puniih'd the Loofnefs of young Per-
Ibns of either Sex, prohibiting by Proclamation the Kifies
which were daily given by way of Salutation, and admini-
fter'd Juftice with great Exa6i:nefs and Diligence. But af-

terwards, giving a Loofe to his deprav'd Temper and In-
clinations, he became Guilty of all kinds of Enormities and
Oppreffions, and prov'd to be the moft fubtle and deligning
Tyrant in Nature. Dio?^ obferves, that he never fhewM
any Inclination to what he defirM, nor ever fpoke as he
thought ; he look'd fullenly on his Friends, cheerfully on
his Enemies ; was fair to thofe he defign'd to punifh, and
fevere to thofe he thought to pardon ; and his Maxim was,
T'hat a Prince's Mind muft be known to no Man. Hence all

who were concerned with him were in continual Danger ,-

and to underfland, or not to underftand his Mind, was of
equal Peril: For fome were ruin'd for agreeing to his

Words, becaufe they difagreed to nis Mind ; and others
were ruin'd for agreeing to his Mind, becaufe he perceiv'd
that they had difcovcr'd his Thoughts. In iliort, he was a
moft exquilite State-Jugler, a moll jealous and barbarous
Governor, a Dcbafcr of the Roman Empire, a Corrupter of
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sill that was good, and an Introducer of all that was bad
in it.

Jofeph. In the fecond Year of this Emperor's Reign, Rufus was
recall'd from Judcea^ and Vdlerlns Gratits fent to fucceed
him, who was the fourth Governor in thofe Parts, after

the Banifhment of ArcheUms. In the beginning of his Go-
verment, the Jews addrefs'd themfelves to Ttberius for an
Eafement of their Imports, who referred it to his Nephew
Germamcm^ then going into the Eaft, but with no Succefs
that we can find. About two Years after, the Villany of
three or four profligate Jews in Rome^ in impofing upon a

Noble Lady calFd Fuhia^ caus'd Tihenus to ufe great Se-
verities to all the Jews in the City : Particularly 4000 of
them were fent to Sardmia into hard Service, and the reft

threatned with Banifhment, if they did not renounce their

Religious Ceremonies by an appointed Day. All which
Troubles, and fome others, ^hilo attributes principally to

the impious Deligns of the Emperor's Favourite Sejanm
;

for after his Death, the Jews met with a more moderate
Treatment. In the mean time, Grains in Jndcea made fc-

veral Changes in the High-Prieilhood ; firft depofing Annac^

and appointing Ifinael the Son of Fabms in his Place ; and
fliortly after removing him, and putting Eleazar the Son of
Anniis in his Room ; and about a Year after, he lallly made
Jofeph lirnamM Caiaphas^ Son-in-Law to Annai^ High-
Priefl; who continued in that Dignity 'till after our Savi-

our's Death. And tho' there could be but one High-Pried

at the fame timxC, yet we are to take Notice, that Annai is

nam'd W\\.\\Cmapha6 by St. Luke as if they were High-Priefts

conjointly, Lnke 3. 2. A6is 4. 6. becaufe Annas was illegal-

ly depos'd, and (till rightful High-Prieft ; or becaufe he was
Father-in-Lavv and Sagan^ or Deputy to Caiaphoi ; or be-

caufe he was Nafi^ or Prelident of the Sanhedrtm^ and repre-

fented Mofes as the other did Aaron ; or laftly, becaufe the

Romans had broke the Rules of the Original Inllitution.

But in this the principal Criticks are not agreed.

^ tS Gratm having continu'd in Judcea eleven Years without

^^
' any publick Dillurbance, he return'd to Rome^ and Pontius

^
' Ptlate was fent Governor in his Place ; a Perfon too like

rfnf!''
^^^ Mafter Tibcrhis^ of a fierce and irreconcilable Spirit, and

of a cruel and covetous Difpofition. He was made Procu-

rator in the 12th Year of T'tberris's Reign, and began his

Government very much to the Difpleafure and Difturbance

of the Jevjs., bringing the Emperor's Images into Jerusalem

by Night, in Contempt of their Law which ftridly forbids

fuch Pradiccs. This unufual Aclion gave exceeding Dif-

content

I
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content to the City and all the Country ; who upon the

keport of it, immediately repaired to Jernfalem^ and from
thence in valt Multitudes to dcfarca^ where Pilate then re-

sided, earnefily begging of him not to violate their Law,
but to remove the Images to fomc other Place. But when
Pilate deny'd their Requeft, beciiufe it would redound to

the Emperor's Diflionour, the whole Multkudc fell pro-

flrate upon their Faces, weeping and lamenting, and con-

tinu'd in that Podure five Days and five Nights, as Jofephus

relates it. On the fixth Day he fate upon the Tribunal, and

fent for the Multitude to give them a final Anfwcr ; and at

the fame time he orderM his Soldiers fuddenly to furround

them, who with their drawn Swords threatned them all

with immediate Death, if they would not defill in their Suit,

and fpecdily return to their Habitations. But this had no
Eftedl upon them ; for they all unanimoufly oifer'd their

naked Throats, profefiing that they had rather dye than confent

to the Violation of their Laws. Pilate amai'dat their Con-
ilancy, and being order'd by T'iberius^ removed the Images

from Jerufalem to defarea ; a noble City built by Herod
the Great, about 5-5- Miles almoft North of Jerufalem^ upon
the Mediterranean Sea, and the moil frequent Relidence of
the Roman Governors. After this Pilate gave the Jews a

new Occafion of Sedition, by a facrilegious Attempt upon
fome of the Sacred Mony in the Temple, which he em-
ploy'd in bringing of Water by Conduits to the City. Which
Work, tho' ufeful and beneficial to the City, yet the Inha-

bitants look'd upon it as fo great a Prophanation, that when
Pilate came to Jerufalem^ they gathered about him in vaft

Multitudes, openly murmuring at his Proceedings. But ha-

ving before received Intelligence of their dcfign'd Com-
plaints, he caus'd Soldiers fecretly arm'd to mingle them-
felves among the People in private Apparel, ordering them
not to ufe their Swords, but to fall on with large Battoons,

upon a Signal given. All which was executed in the Pre-
fence of Pilate upon his Tribunal, where many dy'd of the

Blows received, and many were trodden to Death by the

Throng; which put an End to this Tumult and Sedition.

Thus feverely did Pilate exercife his Government over
the Jews. At the fame Time Philip continued more mode-
rate and peaceable in his Tetrarchy; and his Brother Herod
not very burthenfom in his, tho* extreamly vicious and
corrupt in his Adions. This latter gaining the Friendfliip

of Tiberius founded a City in Honour of his Name, and
called it Tiberias^ where he kept his Court and ufual Re-
lidence, it being fituated in the fruicfulleft Part of Galilee
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upon the Lake of Genezareth^ or the Sea of Galilee^ which
occalion'd that Lake to be often call'd the S.'a of "itberias.

The City was peopled by Strangers, who repaired thither

from all Parts, and by many of the Inhabitants of Galilee^

who were both encourag'd by great Privileges, and con-

ftrain'd by Authority to dwell there : And that becaufe it

was built in a Place full of Sepulchres, which by the Jewijh
Law was accounted unclean. This was finiOi'd about

the firft Year of Pilate^s Government in Judcea. On
the following Year, and 1 3th of T'lberius^ he travelled to-

wards Rome to wait upon the Emperor, together with a

half Brother of liis calPd lierod^ or Philip-Herodes ; which,

according to J^fephns^ cannot be Philip the Tetrarch, as it

is mod commonly believ'd. In this Journey, he fell in

Love with Herodias^ this Brother Philip's Wife, and Daugh-
ter to their Brother Ariftobulns ; and by a private Agree-

ment with her, after his Return from Rome^ he took her

from his Brother, and marry'd her himfelf, committing at

the fame Time both Inceft and Adultery. And to corn-

pleat the Injuries done to his former Wife, he divorc'd her,

tho' fhe was Daughter of Aretas^ King of Arabia-Petnca^ a

potent Prince, who afterwards found a Sufficient Opportu-

nity of Revenge.
Not long after this, and about a Year before the firft

Preaching of Johj^-Baptiji^ J^feph^ the reputed Father of

our Saviour dy'd, according to the mod: received Opinion;

it feeming good to the Divine Wifdom, that he whofe on-

ly true Father was in Heaven, after his Manifeftation, (hould

have no reputed Father to appear on Earth ; and by his

Deaths he became legal Heir to the Crown of his Father

David. What our BleiTed Saviour's Employment was from

the 1 2th Year of his Age 'till this Time, is only hinted at

by the Evangelifts ; from whom we may colledt, as alfo

from other Writers, that he wrought with Jofeph in the

Trade of a Carpenter. And Juflin-Martyr tt\\% us that his

main Bulinefs was making ofPloughs and Yokes, and other

Inftruments of Husbandry for the Ufe of his Neighbours.

After the Death of his reputed Father, he ftill followed the

fame Employment, 'till the time of his Manifeftation, as

appears from Mark 6. 3. whereas in other Places, by way
of Contempt, he was call'd the Carpenter''s Son^ he is there

caTl'd the Carpenter himfelf, as having alone pra^lis'd that

Trade. And we may alfo infer from the rude Treatment

of the Nazarenes his Towns-Men, and their Surprize, as

alfo from the total Silence of thcEvangelifts as to his Ani-
ons, that tho' he grew in Favour with God and Man^ his

Life
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Life was a Life of Obfcurity in.refpe£l of his Excellencies,

and that he fhew'd no miraculous Marks to diftinguifh him

from the reft of the World. And this was the mean and

obfcure Education of the BlefTed Jefm^ who inftead of be-

ing taught in the moft famous Schools of the Kabb'tns^ or

brought up in the Temple among the Priefts, was conftrain'd

to earn his Bread by the Labour of his Body, and live un-

der the Circumftances of the pooreft Servant and Appren-
tice. Which was an Inftance of the moft amazing Conde-
fcenfion and Benignity ; and not only fo, but of the moft
furprizing Wifdom and Underftanding : For he who was to

guide and reform all Mankind, and to be their Example,
thought fit to Ihew them the moft perfed Inftance of Hu-
miliation ; and he who was to be the Wonder, as well as

the Saviour of the World, refus'd all Affiftances of human
Learning, that his Knowledge and his Works might be

more manifeftly and apparently the Effcds of a fupernatu-

ral Power.

C H A P. II.

From the Beginning of the Gofpel^ and firfi
Trenching <?/John-Baptift, to the Beginning

of the firft Tafover after our Blefed Savi-
our'*s Baptifiny according to the vulgar Com-
pitation.

Containing the Term of 1 Months and 3 Days,

T A FTER our BlefTed Saviour had liv'd above thir- A. D.
*• A% ty Years in the profoundeft Retirement and Pri- 29.

-*- -*- vacy as to his Office, and fully compleated the Tiber.
Age neceflary for the Jewijh Priefthood ; when Darnel's i^
feventy Weeks were almoft expired, and all Perfons in the 16.

higheft Expedation of the Mejjiah^ God was pleas'd to be-
gin the cleareft and nobleft Manifeftation of his Perfonand
Fundion. But as John was defign'd for a Harbinger to
go before him in his Birth, and Entrance into the World

;

fo much more to make Way for his publick Appearance,
and Minifterial Office. Therefore John was firft order'd Lnke 5.

by the immediate Mouth of Heaven to enter upon his Of- •' *•

fice, which was exceedingly rigid and auftere, the better to

F 2 fearch
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fearch and heal the Corruptions of a mo ft degenerate, and
profligate People. For which purpofc he led the moft fe-

vere and mortify'd Life in the Defarts on the Southern
Parts of Judcea., fpending his Time in T'adings, Prayers

sind Contemplation, without the leaft Delicacies either in

Diet or Habit : A Life proper to roufe and awaken the

languilhing, as well as corrupted State of the Jews. Ni-
cephorus tells us, That his Mother Elizabeth fled w^ith him
into the Defarts, when he was eighteen Months old, to
avoid the Fury ©f Herod the Great, when he deftroy'd the

Children at and near Bethlehem ; and fhortly after both fhe

and his Father dying, he became exposM to all the Dangers
and Infelicities of an Orphan. But when his natural Pa^
rents w^ere remov'd, .God became his peculiar Guardian,
who, according to the Greek Tradition, fent his Angel to

be his Nouriiher, as he had formerly done to EUas^ when
he fled from the Rage o^ Ahab^ who was the true Type of
this great Prophet and Reformer 'John.

MMtK Prepared by fo lingular an Education, this Perfon, who
3- I- was a Pried by Birth, and the greateit of all the Prophets,

'Jf*''*

'• by an immediate CommifTion from Heaven, enter'd upon
z,«it* 3. the adual Adminillration of his Office, lifting up his Voice
«>a> J. like a Trumpet in the Defarts oijudcca^ and about Jordan^

being the Herald to proclaim the firft Approaches of the

long expeded Mejfiah ; accompli filing therein two ancient

Prophecies, the one Malacht*s^ who calls him the Mejfen-

ger or Angel of God to prepare his Way before him^ Mai. 3. 1,

and the other lfaiah\^ who calls him the Voice of one crying

in the Defarts^ Prepare the Ways of the Lord^ and reilifie

his Paths ; all Valleys Jhall be raised^ Mountains leveWd^

crooked Paths Jireightned^ and rough IVays plain'd^ Ila. 40.

3, 4. Which figurative ExpreflTions import a new Regula-

tion, and re6lifying of Mens crooked and perverfe Lives

;

or the removing all Obftacles and Impediments to Pcrfons

coming to Chrtjl
; fur all Flejh was to fee the Salvation of

the Lord. St. Luke particularly points out the Time when
he receiv'd his Commifllon from Gcd, which was in the

1 5'th Year of the Emperor 'Tiberius^ when Pontius Pilate

was Governor or Procurator ofjudiva., Samaria., and Idu-

mcca ; Herod Tetrarch of Galilee and Per.^a ; Philip Te-
Irarch of Trachonitis with Ituraa; and Lifanias Tetrarch of
Abilene, a little Province in the Limits of Ssria ; in the

High-Pricfthood of Caiaphas., to whom Annas feem'd join'd,

for one of thofe Reafons formerly mention'd. lliis re-

markable Period of Time is by St. Mark emphatically call'd

the Beglming of the Gofpel^ or thofe glorious Things to be

intro-
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introducM by the MeJJlah ; a noble JEra to be obfcrvcd by

all Chrijiians^ when the Renovation of the old World be-

fan,
or a kind of a Creation of a new. The Time of the

''ear, according to the vulgar Computation, was about Mid-
fummcr, y;h(^nJohn is fuppos'd to begin to l:>e 30 Years of

Age. Light-foot and fome others, who believe our Saviour

to have been born in September^ and likewife that y<?^;^ was
now beginning to be 30 Years of Age, are of Opinion that

he began to Preach about the PalTover, But Ufher and his

Followers do with mod Probability fuppofe his Preaching

to begin upon the tenth Day of the feventh Month, five

Pays before the Feaft: of Tabernacles, upon the great Day
of Expiation, when the High-Priell enter'd the Holy of Ho-
lies^ which was penitential, and join'd with fo lolemn a

Faft, that whofoever did not afflid his Soul at that time,

was to be cut off from the People. This, according to

Him,, anfwers to'our 19th Day of 06loher^ and was like-

wife the Day, that by a folemn founding of the Trumpet,
.i:he 30th and laft Jubilee was proclaim'd among the Jews ;

which publick Time remarkably agrees with the Nature and
Freedom of the Gofpel, of which the Jubilee was a Type,
and alio with Ifaialfs Prophelie of proclaiming the accepta-

ble llear of ihe Lord^ Ila. 61. 2.

l^his great Prophet began his Preaching about the River Luke j.

Jordan^ with a folemn calling for Repentance and Refor- 3--^-

mation, proclaiming ^Tbat the Kif2gdom of Heaven^ or th2 ^_f^^ '

^'

/MeJJiabj was now approaching : And to gain the greater Au- Mark. r.

thority to his Sermons, he preach'd Repentance by his Ex- 4) 5p

ample as well as Words, his Garb and Diet being moll
courfe, and fuitable for a Penitent. The former was only
rough Hair-cloth thrown about him, and faflncd with a
Leathern Girdle ; literally making good the Character of
Eiias, who is defcrib'd ;is a?i hairy Md?^^ girt with a leathern

Girdle about his Loins^ 2 Kings \.%. The latter was only
Locuftsand Wiid-Honey, fuch as pureNature had produced

in thofe Defart Places; and his Abftinence was fo great,

and his Food fo unconnnon, that the Evangelilt lays of him,

4 hat he cfime neither catnng nor drinking ; lo much eclipiing

the oftentatious Failings of the Pharifees^ that they maji-
cioufly reported he had a Devil. Hisfree and refolute Preach-
ing, together with the great Severity of his Life, foon
procur'd him a vafj: Auditory, and numerous Profelytes of
all Raiiks and Qualities, from Jerufalem^ and all Jud^vn^
and all the Region about Jordan^ who confelling their Sins

before God, were enterM into this new Inftitution by Bap-
tifm ; froni whence he derivM the Title of the Baptiji^ qv

F q Baptiz^r,



70 Cent. I. Ecckjiaftical Hiftory. Book I.

Baptizer. And whereas Baptifm was anciently and conti-

nually usVi among the Jews for the Admiffion of Profely-

tes to their Church and Religion, it was now proposM by
Jolm to the Jews thcmfelves to be receiv'd by them, fhew-

ing by it that they were now to be enter'd and tranfplanted

into a new ProfelTion. Many Things contributed to this

great and fudden Conflux of People, as the folemn Time
and Year of John's Preaching, and the great Multitudes at

Jerufalera at the Feall of Tabernacles ; the high Expedation
ofthe MeJJiah juft about this Time, and the Hopes he gave
them of his immediate Appearance; and particularly the Be-
lief that the MeJJiah expeded a repenting Nation ; for it was
a common Saying among them. If Ifrael repent but one Day

^

the Mejf.ah imi^iediately cometh.

u^tth 3.
Among the great Multitudes that came to John's Preach-

'j'^'z.
' ' ing and Baptifm, were many ofthe Pharifees and Sadducees;

Lf:h^ 5. People of the moft haughty and wicked Difpofitions, brought
7"^'^' hither both by Fear and Curiofity ; upon whofe offeringthem-

felves, Joh/jcvy^dont^ venomous Progeny \ Who has warned
you to fly from the Vengeance denounced againji this Nation ?

'Tijerefore produce Fruits that wjllmanifejl the Sincerity ofyour
Repentance ; and do notprefume to boafi ofyour being the pro-

mis'"d ^.Wo/ Abraham; fori mujlteit you^ That God is able

to ra'ife up fuch a promis'd Seed from thefe very Stones. And
the Axe of God'^s "Judgments is now already laid to the Root of
the Tree

; fo that every Tree that bears not good Fruit., Jhall

be hewen down and confum'd in the Fire. Upon this folemil

Denunciation, the Body of the People with no fmall Con-
cern, demanded of him What they Jhou^d do to efcape : He
innnediately advis'd them to an extenfive Charity

; particu-

larly, that He vjho had two Coats poud give to him who
wanted 07U\ and fo hkewije in Meat., and other Necejfaries.

Among the Multitude were alfo many Publicans and Ro-
man Soldiers, Perfoos " highly detefted of the Jews., who
coming to hi:, Baptifm, demanded of him What they fhou^d

do : Both of thele he advis'd to beware of thofe Crimes to

which their Employments made them mod: liable, particu-

larly that the PtSlicans JJjoud ufe no Methods of Extortion

and F^xaction ; and the Soldiers Jhou'd offer at no Violence^

nor falje Accufations., but reji fatisfy''d with their ufualPay.

Lxiie. 3. Thefe folemn Admonitions, accompany'd with fo much
xi'-iS- Innocence and Authority, procur'd a mighty Veneration
lixuh.^ 3. £-j.Qj^ fhg People, fo that they generally conceiv'd that he

hMx. himfelf was the MeJJiah. But to remove all Thoughts of
7' 8. this Nature, he freely decl'^r'd, That he only baptized them

vnth Water to Repentance and a new Life., but there was One
coming
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coming after him who Jhou*d baptize them by the Effufion of

the Holy Ghojly which jhou'd pnrge them like Fire. And that

this Perfon fo much exceeded him in Power a?id ILxceUence^

that he was not worthy to do him that mean Office of bearing

or unloofmg his Shoes. That He had his Fan ready for Separa-

tion, and woPt'd effectually cleanfe the Floor of his Church., ga-

ther the good IVheat into his Repofitory, and confume the

Chaffy Hypocrites roith unextmguijhable Fire. Thefe and
many other Things did John preach to the People ;

going
into feveral Parts, but principally keeping to the River Jor-
dan, for the Convenicncy of Water ; where he daily made
great Numbers of Profclytes, feveral of whom were Fo-
reigners, as we may colleft from St. L/^/^^, Ads 19. 3. Thefe
were the firil Dawnings of the Gofpel, and John was truly

the Morning Star to Jefm the Sun of Rightcoufncfs. And
from this Time, as our Saviour ohi^cvveSjthe Kingdom of Hea-

venfuffer''d Violence, and the Violent took it by Force ; which
appear'd from the Multitudes that throng'd and prefs'd into

it, and chiefly of thofe who had the leaf): Appearance of
Right to it ; as younger Brothers before the Elder, Gentiles

before Jews, Publicans and Proftitutes before the Scribes and
Pharifees; who by their Vigilance and Importunity, like

violent Invaders fnatch'd the Kingdom from thofe to whom
it was firft ofter'd.

The firfl Tear ofC\mSCspublkk Minijiry.

11. After John had preach'd and baptizM for feveral A. D.
Months, our BlcjTed Lord Jefus thought fit to remove from 30.

his private Retirement at Nazareth, and to enter upon his Tiber.

publick Minillry. In order to which, he pafs'd over into Ji_
Judtea, to the River Jordan, where John was then bapti- *7»

iting: And tho' He, vvdio was without Sin, needed not the ^i^tth.-^,

Baptifm of Repentance, yet being made Sin for Mankind, he ^Murku
fcrupled not to perform the Sacrament of Sinners ; and ac- 9--11.

'

cordingly orTer'd himfelf to be bapti7/d by John. The Bap- ^f\y
till had never feen his Face 'till now, being educated in a

diilant Part of the Country ; but he was immediately infpi-

red with fo difcerning a Spirit that he knew him, and fo

much of his Worth, that he utterly declin'd the Otiice, de-

claring, T^hat himfelf needed to be baptized by him; therefore

he admir'd at Jefn>\ Humility in coming to him. But Je-
fis fatisfyM him, That it was requifitc for the Accomplijhment

of all Rtghteoufncfs', both for the Sandification of the Infti-r

tution, and the Fulfilling of the Law, which obligM all

F 4 Priclts

21,2.1.
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Priefts to be inaugurated by Wafhing or Baptifm. Upon
which he admictcd of the Honour, and baptized Jefus in

the River Jordayi\ fo that the fame River v^rhich madeWay
for the Ifracittes Paflage into the Earthly Canaan^ now made
Way for the Paffage of Mankind into the Heavenly. Im-
mediately after, there was made a more illuftrious Manife-
liation of x\\(t Trinity ; for upon our Lord's AddrefTcs to

Heaven, the Skies were divided with great Radiency, and
x\\z Holy Ghoit glorioufly defcended upon him after the

manner of a Dove, accompanied with the Voice of the Fa-
ther from Heaven, pronouncing him to he hii beloved So>i^

iu whom he wm vjcJl pleafed vjiih Mankind. So that Chrilt

was inftallcd into his Minillerial Fun6tion, by Baptifm and
the Un^lion oi the Holy Ghofl, as the Jewijh Priefts were
conftantly inftalled into theirs by Wafhing and Anointing.

The Day of our Saviour's Baptifm is moil commonly be-

liev'd to be the 6ih of Jamtary., the fame on which we ce-

lebrate the Epiphany ; he being'according to the vulgar Com-
putation 29 Years of Age and 1 2 Days. Which Age and Com-
putation feem to be warranted by St, Luke 3. 23. or at leaft

by moll: of his Tranil-itors, who tranflate Lo cvs-ti st^/ reta,-

Ko-fjct d^x^.u^o^'y begm.^ or beginning to he about thirty Tears

of Jge, which is often interpreted to be his Entrance upon
his 30th Year, or Completion of his 29th. But this will

not agree with the Age of the Jewijh Priefls and Levites,

who, according to what I can find, were oblig'd to be 30
Years of Age compleat before their Inauguration. There^
fore fome interpret It^' retdzoi^ct d^^.uS/j^, his Entrance
upon the following Year after he was compleatly thirty :

But others more jutlly look upon d'^yJ^jji/jQ- as a mere Ex-
pletive or Pleonafm, and therefore lett out in the old Sy-

riack Vcrfion ; the Verb d^yjsij,ctt being frequently us'd as

fuch in the New Teflament, particularly in the fame Chap-
ter, V. 8. and yriiiiy other Places. So that that Word docs

not difprove our Saviour's beins: ,'?.^-^'z'^ thirty Years of Age
when he was baptiz'd. This SLii.cncc will alfo admit of
another Interpretation, fatisfa61:ory I prefume to thofe who
"Will not readily allov/ i^yj/u^J'Q- to be ah Expletive, which
is according to the Mons Tranflation of the New Tcfla-

ment, running thus. He was thirty Years of Age when he be-

gan {the Exercife of h:s Minifiry.'] Either of which Inter-

pretations will ferve for our Purpofe. And lince St. Luke
only defigri'd to fliew that our Saviour had compleated the

Age for the Prfefthood, and not the exa6l Year; we con-

clude, from all the main Circumftances of Hiflory and Chro-
nology, that he was then about 33 Years of Age, and, if"

' born
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horn in the 25'th of December^^ndi baptii'd in the 6th o^Ja-

r^uary, juft 33 Years and 12 Days.

Oui" Lord being thus prepared for his Prophetick Office, ^'*"** •
by the Incitatipn, or Impulfion of the Holy Ghofl, was^ Lnlel,

carry'd into the Defart oijudcea^ not far from the Place of i -13.

his Baptifm, there to be tempted by the old Serpent, and to
^'"'J,"

enter upon that famous Combat foretold Ge-^. 3. 15-. Here

he continu'd forty Days and forty Nights without any Su-

ftenance, as Mofcs and £//W, as Types of Him, were former-

ly enabled to do ; being in the midil of wild Beads, attend-

ed wixh all the Miferics of Solitude and Watchings, and

continually attack'd with the inward Suggeftions and Temp-
tations of the Devil, as we gather from Mark i. 13. and

Luke 4. 2.' At the End of which Time, being affaulted with

Hunger, Satan afliim'd a bodily and vifible Sliape, and vi-

goroully fet upon him with a threefold Temptation. Firft

of Diilruft and Dcfpair of his P^ather's Care of him, in a-

bandoning him to that Condition, perfuading him that he

was not the Son of God, and putting him to prove himfelf

fo by makt?7g the Stones become Bread. But our Saviour

immediately anfwer'd him out of Deuteronomy.^ intimating,

That Bread was not the only Support of Man''s Life., but the

Vrou'tZence of God., which continually attended the Obfervers

of his Word. V/hereupon the Devil enter'd upon a con-

trary Experiment, trying how far Prefumption and Pride

would affed him ; taking him up and fetting him upon the

higheftPart of the magniiicent Temple Qijerufalem'^ which
was fo high on the South Side next the Valley, that Jofe-
phiis tells us, that no Man's Sight could reach the unmea-
furable Dillance. Here he put him upon fhewing himfelf

to be the Son of God by throwing himfelf off, and flying

in the Air, probably in View of the Inhabitants of that glo-

rious City, attacking him with a Text out of the Pfalms^
fubtilly apply'd, namely, T'hat God mould give his Angels
Charge oz er htm^ to bear him up va their Arms^ and keep

bis Feet from dajhing againft the Stones. But Jefus as foon
anfwer'd him %it\\ another Text out of Deuteronomy., com-
manding Men not to tempt God; which tho' us'd upon ano-
ther Occaiion, was very applicable here, which was not tq

tempt God to an unaeceflary Confervation. The Devil
finding himfelf twice defeated, united all his Art? and Force,
and relblv'd to tempt him with the Charms of Ambition,
the mod boundlefs of all Pailions ; and accordin-^ly tranf-

ported him through the Air to the Top of an exceeding
high Mountain, fuppos'd to he Pifgah; where by an Anr
felical Power he made a lively Reprefentatioa to aim of all

thq
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the Kingdoms in the World, with all their darling Glories
at one View : And then he told him nat thefe^ with all

their Pomp and Splendor were delivered to his Difpofal^ and
potCd be given him^ if he would but acknowledge his Bene-
faBor^ and adore him. Which unparallell'd Boldnefs and
Blafphemy provok'd the Indignation of our Lord, who pe-

remptorily commanded him to depart from him, pronoun-
cing a third Text out of Deuteronomy., which pofitively fays,

"Thoupalt worjhip the Lord thy God.,andpalt ferve him only.

Whereupon the Devil left him for that Time, and Angels
from Heaven came in to refrelh him after this triumphant
Combat, wherein he began fo lignally to bruifc the Serpent's

Head, and after he had forty Days done Penance for Man's
Sins, and conlign'd to his Church the Dodrine and Difci-

pline of Fading, in order to the refifling and conquering all

the Temptations of the Devil.

111. During our Saviour's Temptation in the Defart,

his faithful Forerunner John continu'd his Baptifm and
Preaching with all Diligence ; and upon our Lord's ftrange

and fudden Removal from the People, when the Voice had
pronounc'd him the Son of God, he cry'd out to them,
That this wdi the very Perfon whom I mention d to you., one

who comes after me., yet preferrd before me., for he really was
before me. After which, he or the Evangelift adds. And we
have all received out of his Plenitude a Sufficiency of all Graces,

For Mofes only gave us the Law^ which was fevere and ob-^

fcure ; but fcf'-s Chrift has brought Grace and Truth., or Mer-
cy and Perfptcuity. He is the only begotten Son., who is in

the Bofom of his Father., and has reveal d God to us., whom mq

Man has ever feen.

fakn I. Notwithilanding John fpoke thus honourably and clearly
^^"-^' of the Meffiah.,yQt his own Worth and Fame werefofpread

abroad, that the grand Sanhedrim at Jerufalem were in dif-

pute whether he was the Perfon or not ; and accordingly

deputed a fet Number of Prierts and Levites, who were
Phartfees., to demand of him who he was^ it being their

Bufinefs to take Cognizance of all fuch Matters. John very

readily^ acknowledged to them. That he was not xh^Mcffiahy

nor, as they fuppos'd, Elias., whom they imagin'd would
perfonally appear among them ; nor yet any other Prophet

tifen from the Dead, or he m.ention'd by Mofes., Deut. i8.

1 8. Upon which Anfwers they were very urgent with

him to declare who and what he was, that they might re-

turn an Afwer to thofc who had deputed them. He imn^e-

diately let them underftand (hat tho' he was not EUas him-
i"elf,
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felf, yet he was the Prophet whom Ifaiah had foretold of

the fame Nature, the i/oice of one crying in the Defarts^

Bj;dijie the Ways of the Lord. Upon this they demanded
of him, fmce he was neither the Meffiah, Elias, nor any of

the ancient Prophets^ Why did he prefume to baptize Perjons^

which belonged to Men of a more publick Station ? To whom
he made Anfwer, That his Baptifm was only ofWater^ hut

the Efficacy depended upon one among them^ of whom they

had no Knowledge ; one who fucceeded him in I'ime^ but fo

furpafs'd him in Dignity^ that he was not worthy to unloofe

his Shoes. St. John tells US tliat thefe things were trarif-

afted at Bethabara beyond Jordan; to which Place John
had then remov'd his Station, to gain new Profelytes and
Difciples. This is generally fuppos'd to have been the

Place of the Ifraelites firft Pafllige into Canaan ; but others

with more Probability place it in Trachonitis^ not far from
Jordan^ where it falls into the Sea of Galilee.

The next Day, after the Departure of the Pharifces, our Jjfm i.

Saviour return'd from the Defart and came to Bethabara; ^9"^^*

where John upon the Sight of him, alluding to the Lamb
for the daily Sacrifices, cry'd out. Behold the immaculate
Lamb of God^ which takes away the Sins of Mankind! ad-

ding, that this was the Perfon of whom he hadfaidfo muchj
namely^ that tho^ he came after him.^ he was before him both

in Dignity and Exiftence : Andthatformerly he hadno Know-
ledge of his Perfon; but his Coming and Baptifm was pur-
pofely to make Way for the Other"*s Manifejiation to Ifrael.

And he farther alfured them. That he faw the Spirit of God
defcending from Heaven like a Dove., and remaining upon
him ; and tho"* he had not 'till then feen the Face of Jefus,
yet he was inform''d by God., who had fent him to baptize,

that whomfoever hefaw attended with thofe Signs., was the
very Perfon who was to baptize with the Holy Ghoft. And
fince he hadfeen all this., he now folemnly witnefs''d him to be

the Son of God. And this was the fecond publick Teftimo-
iiy of John concerning the Perfon of the Meffiah.
Upon thefe Atteftations, our Lord retired himfcif ; but >^» '•

the next Day two Hours before Sun-fet, he pafs'd by the
5^''^^''

fame Place, where John flood with two of his Difciples,
one caird Andrew., who afterwards foliow'd Jefus., and
the other John., as it is commonly believ'd. Upon Sight
of him, the Baptill again pointed him out as the true Sacri-
fice for Sin, calling him ne Lamb of God; which fo ex-
cited the two Difciples that they immediately followed Je-
ffis; who turning himfelf, demanded of them whom they

foughtl
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fought'^ They immediately call'd him Rahhi^ a Title given
to no ordinary Pcrfon, deiiring to know where he lodg'd

;

and the other courteoufly invited them to the Place, where
they went and continu'd with him all Night. His Com-
munication had fuch EfTcS upon them, that Andrew the

lame Night or the next Morning, haftned to an elder Bro-
ther of his caird Simon^ and told him the joyful News of
their having found out the long expedted MeJJiah^ and
brought him immediately to Jefus. Our Lord no fooner
fa-w him, but (that He might not want as folid Proofs of
his Divinity as John's Teltimony was to his Brother) he
caird him by his Name, and declared his Parentage; and
after that chang'd nis Name from Simon to Cephas or Peter

^

which iignifies a Rock ; intimating that he Ihould be after-

wards a principal Foundation Stone in bis Church. Thus
was our Saviour made known to three of his Difciples at

one Time ; tho' they were not publickly call'd to that Of-
fice 'till about a Year after.

John r.
'^^^ -^^y following Jefus thought fit to encreafe the

43--jr'. Number of his Difciples; for having crofs'd Jordan^ or

perhaps the Lake, and arrived in Galilee^ he found a Pcrfoii

nam'd Philips an Inhabitant of the City Bethjdida^ the

Dwelling-Place of PeUr and Andrew. Upon the firll

Sight of him, he commanded him to follow htm, the con-

fiant Form he afterwards us'd in the Choice of his Difci-

ples, and thofe who infeparably attended him ; fo that Phi-

lip was the firft of all the ApofUes who had the Honour of

a publick Call. Upon this, Philip with great Joy fought

out an intimate Friend of his call'd Nathanael, who is ge-

nerally bcliev'd to be the fame v/ith the Apoftle Bartholo-

mew, and finding hirn under a Fig-tree, probably at his

Devotions, he tola him, That they had found out the Mcf^iah,

whom I\loies and the Prophets had foretold, and that Jefus

<?/ Nazareth the Son ^/ Jofeph was the Perfon. Nathmael, a

little confounded at the Name oiNazareth, inllead oi Beth-

lehem, demanded IVhether any good Thing could come from
thence\ But the other defired him to come and fatisfiehim-

fclf; and upon his Approach towards Jefus, he immediate-

ly pronounc'd Nathanael a true Ifraelite without Guile ! A
Name which his Integrity had probably gain'd him among
his Neighbours. Therefore he was furpriz'd, and delir'd

to be inform'd how JefuskiiQwhim; who readily told him,

That he hadfeen him under the Fig-tree before Philip came to

call him. Convinc'd with this Inliance of our Lord's Di-

vine Knowledge, he declaiM him the Son of God, and the
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Kingofl^fXQl. Whereupon our Saviour told him, T'hai

fmce upon fuch an Inftance^ he could belie've him to be the

Meliiah, he pould have greater Arguments to confirm his

Faithy namely^ he Jhould afterwards fee the Heavens opened^

and the Angels afcending and defcending to attend the trium-

fhant Afcenfion of himfelf'^ whom, out of Humility and

Love to Mankind, he there, as in many other Places, ftil'd

7'he Son of Man.
Our Saviour having thus gain'd five Difciples, tho' fo- *» ^

lemnly call'd but one, the next Day thought fit to make a *•*

more undeniable Manifeftation of himfelf, for the Confir-

mation of their Faith ; which he did at a Marriage Feafl at

Cana, a Place not far from Nazareth and the Sea of Gali-

lee, v^here he and his Difciples were invited. His Mother r

was there before ; which, together with her Care about the

Feaft, caufe moft Perfons to believe that the Marriage was
for fome Relation of hers, and particularly in the Houfe of
Cleopas or Alpheus, Husband to her Sifter, or Coulin Ger-
man Mary. At this Solemnity there was a great Want of
Wine ; and the Holy Virgin pitying the unfealbnable Scar-

city, apply'd her felf to her Son, hoping he would ufe fome
Means for a Supply. But Jefus, to (hew that in thofe

A6lions where the Service and Honour of God were con-

cern'd, no Refped ought to be had to Men, madeAnfwer,
Ti l^jLoi }C) (TCI, JVhat is that to me and you ? my Hour is not

yet come\ or I'his is not a convenientJundure . His Mother
ftill expeding fomething extraordinary, order'd the Servants

to obey his Commands with the utmoft Exadnefs ; and he
not long after order'd them to fill fix large Water-Pots full

with Water, which flood there for the ordinary Wafhings
at Meals, each containing about twenty Gallons of our
Meafure. This being done, and the Pots full to the Brim,
he immediately commanded the Servants to fill out, and
carry the Liquor to the Governor of the Feaft, for him to

'

diftribute to others, according to Cuftom. All which was
done without his, and moft of the Guefts Knowledge ; fo

that when the Governor tafted this excellent Wine, he was •

cxtreamly furprizM, and with a plealing Air told the Bridge-
groom, That ufually 'People brought out their befl IVine in

the Beginning of the Feaji, and the vjorji when theGuefls had
drank plentifully ; but he contrary to Cufiom had referv'd the

hejl Wine ''till the latter End.
This Change of Water into Wine was the firft Miracle j,hn 2.

'

that Jefus wrought, for St. John calls it the Beginning of
Miracles \ which was perform'd chiefly to manifeft his Glo-
ry to his Mother, Relations and Difciples, and was a great

Gonfir-

1--IZ.
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Confirrration of their Faith. After which our Savi-
our departed from thence with his Mother, Brethren or
Coufins, and thofe Difciples he" had, to Capernaum^ the
Metropoh's of all GalUce for Riches and Traffick, fituated

upon that Lake, call'd the Sea of Galilee^ a Place where he
afterwards had his chief Refidence and Habitation. But he
continu'd here not above a Fortnight or three Weeks, be-
fore he thought fit to go tov/ards Jerufalem to the great

Feaft of the PafTover, v/hich hapned on the 6th Day of oui;

Month Aprils and the i6th Year of the Reign of Ti-
berius the Emperor, and about three Months after his Bap-
tifm.

CHAP. III.

From the Beginning of the firfl ^ajjover af-

ter our Blejfed Savtoitrs Bapi/m^ to the

Beginning of thefecond.

Containing the Term of one Tear^ wa72ting I o Days,

A D
*

* T /^^UR Lord arriving at Jerufalem at the great Feaft
6 ' !• ff 1 of the PafTover, when there was the moft nu-

Tiber. \^^ merous Concou'rfe of People, began the firft

J^ Manifcltation of himfclf by a vigorous Regulation of a
'7' publick Abufe and Prophanation of the Terhple at thefe

j»hn %, Times, which was this. The Law requiring that all fuch
^3-^7' as dwelt at a great Diftancc, fhould buy their Sacrifices at

Jerufalem^ and likewife that all Males from twenty Years
of Age and upwards, fhould pay half a Shekel to the Lord

;

thefe, with the feveral voluntary Oblations of People of all

Ranks, occafion'd a NeccfTity of changing greater Coin in-

to lefs, and very often of Foreign Coin into that which was
current in the Nation. Now the Rulers gradually had in-

troduce Mony-changing, and the Sale of Oxen, Sheep and
Doves for Sacrifices,' into the outward Court of the Tem-
ple, caird the Court of the Gentiles^ a fpacious Place fur-

rounding all the other Courts, together with the Body of
the Temple. And this was done under a Pretext of having

the Sacrifices near and ready for the People ; tho' in reality

it was a covetous Defign of extorting and taking Advan-
tage of the Peoples Neceffitics, and Hkewife Pride and

Contempt of that Court where the Gentile Worfhipers
were
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were permitted Entrance; for whom they had fo little

Efteem, that they join'd them with Beads in their Devoti-

on. Our Saviour look'd upon thefe Praftices as notori-

ouily fcandalous and prophane ; and therefore with a Scourge

made of the Cords belonging to the Beads, he drove all

the Sellers and Barterers ti:om the Sacred Ground, over-

threw the Mony-Changers Stalls, andpour'd down all their

Mony; particularly commanding the Dove-Sellers to re-

move their Goods^ and not make his Father*s Houfe an Houfe

of Merchandize. This zealous A£t of our Lord brought to

the Remembrance of his Difciples w^hat his Father David

had formerly faid, viz. His Zeal for God's Houfe bad even

devoured his Spirits.

Jefus (hewing fo much Bravery and Authority, the Jews j,hn

were exceedingly furprix'd and incens'd, and demanded of i8 '

him li'hat Miracle he would Jhew to evidence his CommiJJi-

on for aBing after fuch an extraordinary Manner ? He im-

mediately mention'd to them one of the greateft of his Mi-
racles, which would be a fufficient Evidence, namely,

'That they Jhould deftroy this Temple.^ and he would rebuild it

in three Days. The Jews ftill more furprii'd, and conclu-

ding he meant that Fabrick built by Herod., reproachfully

ask'd him, How he could build up that Templem three Days^

which was began 46 Tears fince., and not yet compleatly fi-

mjh'*d\ But the Evangelifl: obferves, that he meant his owoi

Body, which might well be call'd a Temple, fince the Dei-

ty inhabited it, the Jerufalem Temple being only a Type of
this. This was alfo unintelligible to his Difciples ; but

after his Refurredion they recolleded what he had faid,

and were fully confirm'd in their Faith. And this we may
look upon as a kind of a Pattern of Chriji's Manner of
fhewing himfelf to the Jews ; which was frequently fuch a
Manifeftation of himfelf as all could not then underftand,

becaufe he would not occalion them to ihorten the Courfe
of his Miniftry, or make himfelf juftly thought a Male-
fadlor : But yet it carry'd fuch Evidence with it, as that all

well difpos'd Pcrfons might be convinc'd he was the Meffiab^

and the Son of God.
Tho' our Saviour refus'd to work any Miracle at the In- John z.

(ligation of thejeiyj, yet fhortly after he wrought many, in ^l-^S'

the open View of the mixt Multitudes ; but the Evangelifl
i^{i.''

names them not, only that many believ'd in him who faw
them. However Jefus would not confide in thefe Perfons,

well knowing the Bottom of their Hearts, and that many
of them were unlbund and imperfeiS: in their Faith. The
fight of his Miracles was a great Surprize to the City, and

parti-
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particularly they excited the Curiofity of a Perfon call'd Ni-
cod'emus^ a confiderable Man in the grand Sanhedrim^ and
of the Sc6t of the Pharifces^ who privately repaired to Je-
fus in the Night, declaring, thai he believ'd him to come im-
mediately from Heaven^ and that his Miracles were a [uffici-

4nt Demonftration of it. Whereupon "Jefus let this Phari*

fee know that fuch a Belief was inlufficient, and thatfome-
thing more was expected; folemnly affuring him. That
without a feeond and a fupernal Birth, m Man could enjoy

the Benefits of his Kingdom. Nicodemushdng furpriz'd, and
demanding how a Man in Tears could enter into his Mother"*

s

Womb, and be horn a fecond time ? Jefus inform'd him, That
this Btrth was not to be of a Woman, or the Flejh, for that

would produce nothing but Flejh, and corrupted Nature', but

of Water, wajhing away Sins, and of the holy Spirit, giving

the Power and Efficacy ; without which, no Perfon jhould
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. And this Spirit infpircd

as it pleafed; and like the Wind, which no Man knows
from whence it comes, or whither it goes, was only difcern-

able by its EffeHs. Nicodemus ftill admiring, and eveii

doubting the PolTibih'ty of thefe Things, Jefus gently re-

prov'd his Ignorance, in that being a Majter of Ilrael, he

knew not the Mature of Baptifm and Regeneration, fo fre-

quently intimated in the old Tejlament \ aga'in folemnly aflii-

ring him, That he fpoke nothing but of what he had a certain

Knowledge, tho' the Jews had not received his Teflimony

:

And finec he was not belicv'd when he fpoke in Similitudes

taken from Earthly Things ; How Jhould it be expeded, when
he deliver''d them as Heavenly things ? After which he pro-

ceeded to fublimer Myftcries, intimating that from him a-

lone they were to be learnt, namely, the Son of Man, who
came down from Heaven, and was fiill in Heaven, whither

no Man could afcend. That the brazen Serpent fet up by

Mofes in the Wtldernefs, for the Cure of thofe bitten by Ser*

pents, was only a Type of Him '^
that as the Lookers on one

receiv'^d Relief, fo the Believers on the otherfiould have eter"

nal Life. And all this through the unexprcjfible Love of

God, who gave his only begotten Son to the World, that all

Believers in Him Jhould ?iot pcrip, but enjoy everlajiing Fe-

licity : For he fent his Son not to condemn the World, but by

his Merits tofave it from Deftruclion. Therefore the Believ-

ers were fafe, but the Unbelievers in an aSiual State of Con-

demnation, for not regarding the only begotten Son of God.

The main Reafon of which was, that tho'' a Light was come

to illuminate the World, yet they chofe Darknefs before it ;

for thsir Adions being evil, they hated theLight.^ and^ avoided
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iV, hjl they Jhoud he deteStsd and condemned. Whereas the

Lovers of Truth approach"*d the Light^ that their Ai^ions

might become confpicuous^ and appear to be tlie Work of Hea-

ven.

Thus did our Saviour open to Nicodemus the great Dor
drines of the New-Birth Baptifm, Free Grace, Faith, Obe-
dience, and the Love of Truth ; and made him a faithful,

thq' fecret Difciple, as appears from fome other Paffagcs in

St. John,
' But he wou'd not truit himielf with the unliable >

and malicious Hierofolymites, and therefore left Jerufalem^

afid went about the Province of Judcea^ where he continu'd

about feven or eight Months. In which Space we have no
Account of his Adipns, but only that he baptiz'd, and made
more Profelytes than the Bapti/i himfelf. But St. John tells

us that He baptiz'd not with his own Hands, but by the

Hands of his Difciples. For, as it is pbferv'd, being em-
ploy'd in greater Affairs, in teaching and relieving the Peo-

ples neceflities, he deligated this Office to his Difciples, as

a Thing to be carefully continu'd after his Departure, h\

^he Succeljion of then) to the End of the World,

11, During thefe Tranfadions, John faithfully continu'd ^_., ^.

the Courfe of his Miniftry, and croffing the River Jordan, "23-/4

remov'd his Station from Bethabara to lEnon, near Salim,

a Place remarkable fbr Springs and Waters, within or near

the Precinds pf Galilee.^ where he had a great Conveniency
for Baptizing. Here the Fame of Jefush Progrefs occa-

fion'd a fharp Difpute between fome of John's Difciples,

^nd the Jews concerning Baptifm ; infpmuch that they com-
plain'd to their Mailer, That the Perfon at Bethabara, of
whom he had fa honourably tejiify'd, baptized as well as he^

and was follow"*d by all Men. The Baptijl, who would not
have made Difciples but to refign them to the Son of
God, made x'\nfwer, 7l7^2? Jefus couid not have had fuch Suc-

cefs, but by the Will of Heaven-^ appealing to their own Me-
mories, That he had declared himfelf not to be the Mefliah,
hut as a Paranymphus to go before him : That the Other was
the true Bridegroom of the Church, and himfelf hk Friend or

Attendant, who now had compleated his joy in feeing the

Bridegroom^s Careffes. That therefore he was but the Morn-
ing-Star, whofe Glory muft decreafe, as that of the Sifn's in-

creased. That he himfelf was of the Earth, andfpoke of earth-

Is Things', but the Other came from Heaven^ a?id was above
all ; having the clearefi Knowledge of what he tefiified : Al-
though the Generality of the Jews had not received his Do^
ferine, depriving themfehis of the Hommr of fetting their
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Seals to the Veracity of God^ vjhich vj<is by undentahh Evi-
dence delvverd by him^ as having the HtAy Spirit ivithout

Meafure^ and fo belov'd by his Father^ as to have all Things

deliver d into his Hands. And that all Men might know
what Pcrfon they flighted, and how great Salvation they

ncgk6led, he fumm'd up all his Diicourfes, and conclude^

his Miiiilky with an important Sentence to this Effe<5l ;

IVhnjoever believes on the Son of God^ pall enjoy Everlafting

Life ; but vjhojbever believes him not^ jhall never fee Life^

but is an Ohje^ of the Divine Wrath and f/e'/igeance.

i^aiK John having diligently peribrm'd the rigid Coiirfe of his

\t']kl'. Minillry, and being in the Dominions of Herod the Te-
17-ic. trarch,he boldly repaired to the Court of that fubtle Prince,
Li-.kr^ 5. an(i '^ith no Icfs P'recdom rcprov'd him for his numerous!

Enormities, and more particularly for his cohabiting with
Herodtas^ the Wife of his Brother Phdif-Herodes^ fearlefly

pronouncing it unlawful. Herod was not immediately exaf-.

perated with this Holy Man ; but on the contrary, believing

him truly ju(l and lioneil, had a great Veneration for him,

fear'd him, was a diligent Hearer of him, and followed his

Inflru6lions in many Things. But John ufing the fame
Freedom to Herod^ as Elias did to Ahab^ met with the like

Profeaition from the Wife Herodias^ who like a fecond
Jezebel fought all Occalions to deftroy him. By her Ma-
lice and IniFigation, Herod became daily more averfe to him,

and to fatisfic her Im.portunities, fent him to Prifon, de^

ligning alio to put him to Death ; but hefear'd an InfurreSioii

of the People, wiio had the highefl Veneration for him, and
juftly accounted him a Prophet. The Pharifees alfo reprc-

fcnted him as an Author of a new Se6l, a Prom.oter of Se-

ditions and Revolts, and a Perfon dangerous by Reafon of

the Multitude ol his Followers, Herod craftily made that

his Pretence of Imprifonment, as appears from Jofephus.

And the better to remove him from the People, he lent

him bound out of Galilee into Percea^ to a ftrong Caftle

call'd Mach<cru>^ near the Dead Sea, and towards the Bor-
ders of Arabia^ where he continu'd above a Year in Prifon.

Thus ended the tamous Miniilry of John the Baptiji^ the

grcateft Prophet that ever w^as born of a Woman, after a

Courfe of one Year and a little above a Month.

111. About the Time of Johns Imprifonment, our Lord
6." who had been baptizing about fcven or eight Months in Ju-

^cr^,und'jr(knding the i^/^r/rz/a-j Concern for his great Num-
bers Of Projelytes^ refolv'd to leave that Province and pafs

into Galikcy where the Pharifees had lefs Intcreft, there to

enter

JoJ-n 4.
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enter upon a more folenin Part of his rniniflerial Fim6lIon.

tn his' Journey it was ne'ceiTary for him to pafs through

Samaria^ th^t Province lying between Jud.va and Galilee;-

^ndaboat the middle of it he arrivM near a confidsrable-

City calrd Sychar or S'tchem^ not far from the famous

Mount Gerizim\ in a Portion of Land which the Patri-

arch Jacah gave to his Son Jofeph^ where w^as a celebrated

Welf call'd Jacob's Well. Jefits travelling on Foot, ' and

being wearied with the Journey, and the Heat of the Wea-
ther, about Noon time 3 at down on the Well Side, fend-

ing his Difcipies into the City to buy Provih'ons. ' In their

Abfence a Woman of loofe Lire came out of the City, to

(kaw Water at t-his Well; and Jcfus being thirfty, and de-=-

iirous to entertain fome fpiritual Converfation with her,

requeued of her fome Water to drink:: ' The Woman per-

ceiving him to be a Jew^ uncivilly demanded of him. How
he could ojfer aiuy fuch Kcqueft to a Samaritan, fince thene

were fo vreat Fends^ and fo little D3almgsbePvjeeyi e.ich other \

But Jejits told her, That ifpe had but kaov^:i the Botatty of

Heaven^ a»d the Dignity of the ^erfen who defird Water
^

fbe wokU have requelied rfhim^ a-'^d recei^Sdfrom himVrur^g

Water: The Wom.an underf!:anding him in a literal Senfe,

told \\\m^' Sinee^the 'Wellwas deep'^ and he' had nothing to

draw withy how could he -produce fuch extraordinary Water ;

unlefs he couldJlfew a better IVe II. and was greater than their

Father ]3iCohy who zvith his whole Family had made nfe of

this., aad given it to them for a:^ Inheritance'^ Wnereupoi^
Jefus to ftiew his Preeminence, informed her, " That theit

Water would only give a temporary SatisfaShion^ but his a du-

rable and lafling ; and pould become a Well in the Perfon

fpringing up to everUJling Life. ' Xj^on this the Woman de=

ridingly ask'd for fome of that Wuter, that Jhe might never

have Occafion to come ^to that Well again, ^wiJefus to make
her fenfible that he knew her Heart, and her loofe Life,

nam'd her Husband to her, bidding her^^j and call him th:^

ther; and when fhe told him, That Jhe had ncf'FIiisbandy

he made Anfwer, Thatpe'had fpoken truly, for tho^pe had
hadfive fcveral Husbands^yet Jhe now livdin aState of Adul-
tery or Concubinage,' This remarkable Difcc very made her

more humble, and to acknowledge," That he'wds aTrophet\
and thereupon propounded to him that great Queflion, con-
troverted between the Jews and 'Samarttans^."iiQxio^xmw'^

the Place of publick W~orf]iip and Sacrifice, nameljv i^^/b^?-

'ther Mount Gerizim", 'accordjng to their Father's Cuftom^ or

Jerufalem, according to the Jews, was the trueFlacel Jefus
readily infpnn'd her, That the Samaritan Worjhip was un-

G 2 Q^ruun
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certain cmd precarious^ hut the Jewifli upon fiire Grounds

^

that Nation having had the highejl Advantages of Salvation.

But that this Queftion was of no great Moment
^ fince the

.

'Time was approaching.^ when neither Gerizim nor Jerulalem

Jhould be the Place of Worpip : That the Sacrifices and ce-

remonial Rites were portly to ceafe\ and that God being a
Spirit., expected to be worjhiped in a more fpiritual and fub-
lime manner than formerly . The Woman faying, That when
the MelHah came., he wouldput an end to all thefe Differen-

ces : Jefus knowing hmifeW to be in a fafe Country, frank-

ly told her, That he himfelfwas the very Perfon.

John 4; Immediately after the pronouncing of thefe Words, his
^7--4i- Difciples returned from the City with Food, being fur-

priz'd to find him converfing with a Woman, and ^Sama-
ritan ; but the great RefpeCt they had for him prevented their

demanding the Reafon of it. But the Woman in great

Hafte left her Water-Pot, and with no lefs Wonder ran into

the City, and delir'd the Inhabitants to go immediately and

fee a Perfon who had told her all the Secrets of her Life., and
undoubtedly mnft be the Mejfiah : Which was done accord-

ing to her'Requeft. In the mean time 7^/»j's Difciples hav-

ing prepar'd the Food, defirM their Mafter to cat ; but he
told them. That he had other Meat unknown to them^ inti-

mating the Converfion of many Souls in the City. But
they taking it in a literal Senfe, and thinking fome others

had furnilh'd him, Jefus told them. That his Meat was the

Performance of his father''s I4^ill.^ and the Accompliping his

Work. Then pointing to the Multitudes coming out of the

City, he faid, Tou reckon it now four Months to Harveft., but

behold yonder., and fee what an evangelical Harveft there is

already^ juft ripe with Rxpedation., and ready for the Sickle *

And he who reaps here., pall receive the I4^^ages of eternal

Life\ vjhich will caufe both Sower and Reaper to rejoyce to-

gether'^ and accomplipes that Proverb., '- One foweth and a-

' nother reapeth. 1fend you to reap where you have beftow'*d

no Labour'^ the Patriarchs and Prophets have labour d here^

and you enjoy the Benefits of their Labours. About the fame
Time the Woman, with the Inhabitants of the City, arriv'd

at the Well, arid earneftly requeited of our Lord to tarry

with them in their City, to which he readily comply'd :

For tho' after this, during his own Miniltry, he command-
ed his Apollle? not to go to the Samaritans ; and tho' the

time of fpreading his Glory to the World was not accom-
plidied; yet as an Introdudion to the Calling of the Gen-

tiles., and in Compaffion to thefe Peoples Wants and De-
fires, he ^was pleas'd to ftay with them two Days. Here

many
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many believM in him only for the Woman's Relation of his

extraordinary Knowledge ; but many more upon the Ac-

count of his own Words, who declared to the Woman,
'Now indeed roe believe^ not upon yonr Teft'imony alone^ but

becaufe we have heard him our felves^ and are convinced that

he is indeed the Meffiah, the Saviozir of the JVorld : Which
was more than any of the Je-vjs at that time did acknow-
ledge or believe ; who look'd upon the Mejfiah as only a

Saviour of their own Nation. And thus Sichern^ which

~wx% the Place w^ere the firft Profelytcs were made to the

Church o^ Ifrael^ G<?;f. 34. 24.and 35-. 2. was the firft Place

profelyted to the Gofpei.

After two Days tarrying, our Lord departed from this J"^^ ^
City, and leaving Nazareth in his Way, teftifying, That a

^"^"^^

Prophet had no Honour in his own Country^ he repaired to

Cana^ where he had chang'd the Water into Wine, being

kindly entertain'd by the Galileans^ who at the PafTovcr had

feen his Miracles at Jerusalem. To this Place came a cer-

tain Nobleman of Capernaum^ fuppos'd to be Chuza^ He-
rod'^s Steward, who hearing of his Fame and Benignity,

humbly begg'd of him that he would pleafe to come down and
cure hts Son, who by a violent Feaver was brought to the

Point of Death. Jefus, perceiving this Perfon to apprehend

'him only as a Prophet, who could cure him if prefent,

made Anfwer, Except they faw Signs and Miracles^ they

would not believe what he was. And upon the Nobleman's
farther urging him to go with him, left it pould prove too

late, he difmifs'd him w^ith this kind AlTurance, That his

Son liv'd^ fignifying that he could cure him as well abfent

as prefent. This was believ'd by the Nobleman, and the

Son immediately receiv'd the Benefit of his Father's Faith;

for being met the next day by his Servants, who inform'd
him of his Son's Recovery, he inquir'd into the Hour whea
it began, and was told it was the leventh Hour, or about
one a Clock, when his Feaver left him. Which exadily

agreeing with the Time that Jefus had told him of his

Son's living, he and his whole Family believ'd, and became
Profelytes to our BlefTed Saviour. This, as St. John ob-
Terves, was the fccond Miracle that he wrought ni Gali-

lee', w^hich being done at the Requeft of fo great a Man
in Capernaum, w^is a happy Introdu6lion towards his Set

.clement in that great City, which hapncd not long after.

CJ 3 He
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The fecond Tear of Chritt.''sj?Mick Mimftry,

\. D» YV^. Shortly after the great Prophet Jo/y^ had finifh'ci

^
3^- the Courfeof hisMiniftry, our Bkilcd Lord,^ being return'd

liber, by the,Guidance of , the Holy Spirit into Galilee^ thought
IL fit to make more illuflrioiis Manifeflatioris of himfelf, and

^^^l^.
in that defpifed Province to begin a more folemn Part of

14./1V. his MiniAcrial Fundion. Both St. Matthew and St.Mark^
fpeakjng of Jc^^/Zs ..Imprironment, obferve, I'hat from
that Ttm^ 34^is began in more cfpecial Manner td preach
the Gofpel, or Glad-Tidings of the Kingdom of God, pro-

claiming", 'that the great Tirm was accom^lijjj'd^ and the

Kingdom of the Melliah at hdnd\ therefore all muft repent

and believe the Gofpel. This was done in many Parts of
Galilee-^ where he daily taught, and preach'd in the Syna-

gogues, or Places of ordinary Worfhrp, in fuch an extraor-

dinary Manner, that he was admired by all^ and his Fame
was fpread throughout all the Country. This may be calPd a

Tecond Mra or Beginning of the Gofpel, and is fo inti-

mated by St. Peter to Cornelius^ who told him', That the

IVord which -ivas puhlijlj'd throughout all judsea, began from
Galilee, after the Baptifm which John preachedy A6cs lO. 57,

Ztike 4. X In this Progrefs he came to Nazareth^ "the Place of his

26-30. ]Ecliication, w^here a kind Entertainment was reafonably ex-

pe61:ed ; and on a Sabbath Day, beiiig in the Synagogue, he

(lood up to read, as was ufual for Lay-Men at that Time,
Here the Prophecy of Ifaiah ,w^s deliver'd to him; out of
which he read'thefe Words, ^ The Spirit of the Lord is up-

.' on me^ fur he has confecrated me to preach the Gofpel to

/ the. Poor^ fent me to cure the Broken-heartsd.^ to pronounce
^ Libehv to the Captives^ and Recovery cf Sigh;: to theBlindy
* to free the OpprejJ^d^ and to proclaim the acceptable Tear

/ of the Lori- Upon this he clos'd'^the Book, rcturn'd it

to the Miiiiller, call'd Ar/gelus Ecclefi^y and explaining the

Prophecy, declared, That it vjas now accompl'ijh''d in Him-

filf -Upon this the Eyes of the whole Congregatioii were
fix'd upon him', ^admiring at liis Difcourfe; but many who
had known him in the Diiiidvaiitages of his Education, be-

gan to have too mean Hioughts of him upon the Account
of his Extradl:^- as if lie had been Son to a Carpenter.

Therefore our Lord knowing their Thoughts', told them.

That, they woi^d undoubtedly apply the Proverb o/Phyliciail

cure thy felf, as a reproach to him. for , not^working Mira-

flesifi his own City^ as well as in Capemaurn. But he far-

ther
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•ther aflur'd them, That a Frofhet was mi^er juflly ejieemd

in his own Country
; proving it by two eminent Examples,

the firfl: of Ellas ^ who in a famine of above three Tears^ was
not fent by God to any of the dtjirejfcd IVidows of his own
CoHHtry lirael, but to a IVidow at Sarepta in another Conn*
try. And the other of £///^^, who cur'^d a foreign Lord in

Aflyria of his Lcprofy^ when there were many Lexers in li-

rael, who wotid not defire a Cure frora him. Thefe Words
fb highly rcfle6ting upon the Ingratitude, and Infenfibility

of the Nazarcns., provoked the whole Alfcmbiy ; infomuch
that they impioullyhurry'd him out of the City, and brought
him to the Brow of the Hill on which it was iituated, with
a Defign to call him down from it, and dellroy him. Bub
by a miraculous Power he withdrew himfelf from the Fury
of thefe wretched People, and left their City.

From this barbarous Place our Lord repaired to Caper- Matth. i^,

Ttattm^ and made that the chief Place of his Refidence and
Habitation, where it is conjedured that his reputed Father Jo-
feph had fome little PolFciTions, -or at leail a Houfe. This Place

being fituated upon the Coafts of the old Tribes of Zabu-
bnlon and Nephali^ ^t. Matthew obferves that our Savi-

our's Habitation there remarkably accompiiili'd a Prophelic

ol Ifiiah.^ -namely. In the Land of Zabulon, the Land of
Nepthali, the Sea-Coafi beyond Jordan, and in Galilee of
the Gentiles, the Inhabitants vjho fit in Darknefs faw great

Light
.^
and new Light fprung up to them who jat in the Re-

gion and Shadow of Death ; intimating that all thefe Places,

which had received the greateft Damages from Foreigners,,

fhou'd afterwards receive the greateft Light of the Goipel,
and moft of the Prefence of the MeJJiah; the not under-
•ftanding of which Palfage, and others following it., very

much confounded the Jeujs., who little imaginM that the

Mejiah^s chief Refidence ftould be in Galilee^ Capenr-^um^
;as was formerly obfervM, was the Metropolis of ail Gs^i-

iee., fituated in a very rich and populous Country, upon the

Lake of Gennefareth., or the Sea of Galilee : a famous Lake
about 20 Miles in Length, and half as much in Breadth,

replenifh'd with all kinds of iMili, and furrounded with 1>-

veral remarkable Cities and Towns, -wliich Hood upon the

Banks of it. On the Eaft Side were Corazin, Bethfatdk,

Julias u-idi Hippo
-^
on the Well, Capernaum., Tiberias m\d'

Tarifhccaj befides Other Places of interior Note. And tliis

Lake was highly convenient for our Lord's Miniltry aid
Deligns, his eaiie PalPages, fus breaking the Multitudes of
his Followers-, hi*-Retirements, and alio his avoiding the

G 4 wicked
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Wicked Defigns of Herod^ and t\\Q untimely Profecutfons of
the Scribes and Pharifees at Jerufalem.

luhe 5-. y . Our Bleffed Lord being thus fettled in a convem-

Mafli 4.
^"^ ^"*^ populous Country, and finding the Miniftry daily

18-11*. ' encrcahng, thought fit to make Choice of fome Difciples,
Mark 1. ^ho in a particular Manner fhould be Afllftants and Wit-
''""•

nefTes of his Adions. Therefore walking by the Sea Shore,
he faw two Fifliing VelTels^ one belonging to PeUr and
Andrew^ and the other to James and Joisi^ ; who being all

Companions, after a tedious and unfuccefsful Night, were
gone aihore to wafli and dry their. Nets. As our Savi-

our was prefs'd on by the Multitudes out of Capernaum^
he ftep'd into Peter s Veflel^ deliring him to put a littld from
the Shore, and from thence he preach'd to the People. Ser-

mon ended, he refolv'd to feal up his Doftrine with a Mi-
racle, to give them a full Allurance of his Mifijon ; there-

fore he order'd Pei;er to launch out farther, and let down
his Nets for a Draught. Peter inform'd him of their un-
fuccefsful Toiling all Nighty but in Obedience to him he
was vjilling ; and upon letting down their Nets, they im^
mediately inclos'd fuch a Multitude of Filhes, that their

Nets began to break ; fo that they were oblig'd to call to

their Partners in the other VefTel, to come into their Affi^

ftance. This Draught was fo great, that it fillM both the

Veffels, and fo loaded them, that it endangered their fink-

ing before they could get fafe to Shore. All were amaz'd
at this miraculotis Sight, efpecially Peter^ who in an Ec-
ftafie of Admiration, and dreading the vifible Appearance
of fo great a Power juft by him, threw himfelf at the Feet

of Chrifl^ praying him to depart from him as a vile andfin-
ful Perfon. But our Lord to abate his Fears, let him un-
derP.and that he had nobler Work and Employment for

him^ 'That from this time he jjjould catch the Souls of Men.
Opon which he pronounc'd thele Words both to him and
his Brother Andrew^ Follow me^ and I will make you Fipers

or Catchers of Men '^
ufing alfo the fame Call to James and

John^ who with their Father Zebedee^ were rhending their

Nets in the other VefTel. Thefe four immediately obey'd

his Call, being fatisfy'd of his Divine Milficn ; and leav-

ing their Vcilels, Nets, and their Employment, they

became conftant and infeparable Difciples to our Lord ; it

being shout a Year after their firfl: Knowledge of him at

Bethabara.
, .

MM' h Our SaviotiV after the Choice of thefe four Difciples, re-
^^' turn'd with them into the City ; and on the next Sabbath

ImItc 4..
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Day he enter'd the chief Synagogue, and preach'd to the

People, with fo much Efficacy and Authority, and fo dif-

ferently from their ufual Teachers the Scribes^ that all were

a'ftonilhM at him. Among the Multitudes of his Auditors,

there was a Man whofe Body was polfefs'd and a6kuated by an

impure Demon, who upon the fight of him roar'd out in a

hideous Manner, Letusalo^jel IVhathaveweto dow'tth thee^

thou Jefus of Nazareth? Art thou come to deftroyus} I know -

that thou art the Son of God ! Whereupon Jefus rebuk'd him^

and commanded his Silence, and Departure out of the poor

Wretch's Body; and the Derhon finding he muflrelinquifli

his PofTelTion, rackM the Man with mod violent Coilvul-

fions, threw him upoh the Ground, with a difmal Outcry,

and at length left him found in Body and Mind. Such
pofleffed Perfons were very frequent among the Jews at

this Time ; but the Cure of them was always lookM upon
as beyond the Reach of humane Power: Therefore the

Speftators were feiz'd with the greater Surprize arid Amaze-
ment, queftioning among themfelves what wonderful Do-
drine and Authority this was, which cOm^nanded the Obedi-

ence euen of the impure Spirits ! fo callM becaufe they de-

lighted in all Impurity. Upon which his Fame was fpread

throughout all Galilee, and the neighbouring Parts.

From the Synagogue, our Lord retired to the Houfe of
^f^^^i. ^

Peter and Andrew, who had lately remov'd from Bethfai- 29-54..

da to this City : taking alfo James and John along with ^'»^'*- §4

him. Here he was inform'd that Peter s Wife's Mother ItT/L
was feiz'd with a violent Feaver, and was defircd to liave 38--41.

pity on her Condition, which he accordingly had. For go-
ing to her Bed's fide, and taking her by the Hand, he re-

buk'd the Paroxyfms, commanded the Feaver to depart,

and in a Moment reilor'd her to perfe61: Health ; fo that

as if fhe had never been fick, fhe immediately arofe, and
waited upon the Company. This and the other Miracle
in the Synagogue, caus'd the whole City to gather about
Peters Houfe^ -as fbon as the Sun was fet, and the S\h~
bath ended, bringing v/ith them all kinds of the Difcatcd
and PofTefTed, beging the Bounty and Relief of this hea-

venly Phyficiari. And he readily cured all their Difcafcs,

by laying his Hand upon the fick Perfons, in fome Mca-
fure accomplifhing that Prophecy of Ifaiah, which fays,

He took our Infirmities tipon himfelf and bore our Difcifeu
He alfo cafl out many Devils only by a Word, whocjy'd
'out. That he wasthe Mejfiah and the Son of God ! But Jefus
would not permit them to difcover that he was the Mef-
Jiah, becaufe of the ill Ufc likely to be made of it ; fot

tho'
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tho' all his Afllons and his Difcourfes fufficiently manifeft-

ed him to be the Perfon, yet for good Reafons, he ufual-

ly declin'd ovning it to the Jcvjs in exprefs and pofitive

Terms.
74ar)t t. All People thus flocking after him, the next Morning, to
35-59- prevent the like Concourl'e, and to prepare himfelf for his

^yX\^' tiefign'd Journey, he arofe very early, and retir'd to a private

jL^ke i.
Place to make his Prayers to God. And Peter and his o-

45 > 44- thcr Difcipks follow'd him, and hoping now to advance
themfelves in his terrcflrial Kingdom, told him. That all

Men fought after htvi. But Jefus let them know, That he

muft now go to the neiMourlng Towns^ and predch to them ;

and that he came ottt jor that Pzirpofe. In the mean time,

the People who fought him arriv'd at that Place where he
w^as, and would have engag'd him to continue ftill in Ca-
pernaum ; but he told them. That he mufl preach the King-
dom of Heaven to other Cities as well as theirs^ and that hvs

Father had fent him with that Dejign. And thereupon he
made a Progrefs about Galilee^ in which little Province Jo-
fephm tells us there was 204 Cities and Towns ; where he
preach'd the Gofpel in the publick Synagogues-, 'cur'd alt

kinds of Diilempers and Difcafes, and dilpofTefs'd all De-
moniacks. The Evangelid particularly mentions Demoni-
acks, Lunaticks, and Paraliticks, as the principal Perfons he
recover'd in this Journey; which caus'd his Fame to be

fpread throughout all Syria^ and 'engaged infinite Numbers
out of many feveral Provinces to follow him, not only out

of Galilee where he taught, but alfo from the Region of
Decapolis^ Judcca^ Jerufalem^ and the Country beyond
Jordan,

ifark 1. In his Progrefs through Galilee our Lord was met by a
40-45-. Man overfpread with a toul Leproiie, who falling proftrate

\i'\6 ^^ ^^^ Y^^-t. adored him, and cry'd. Lord., if it be thy Plea-

Matth^'s, ff^re^ thou canji make me clean. A Prayer lb full of Faith
*i -4» and Humility, mov'd the CompalTion of Jefm ; who put

forth his Hand and touched hin:i, faying, 'TIij my Pleafure^

be clean : And he was perfe6lly cnr'd in that Moment. Our
Saviour ftri£l:Iy charg'd him to difcover it to no Man, 'till

he had perform'd the Rite of the Law in that Cafe, prcfented

himfelf to the Priefl, and offer'd a Sacrifice foraTellimony
ofhis Cleannefs. But the overjoyed Perfon, inftead of Secre-

iie, publifh'd it abroad in all Places ; which ftill fo increas'd

his Fame, that Jefus could not openly enter into his City

Capernaum y left fach Multitudes of Followers Ihould carry

a Shew of Sedition, and the prefling of Lepers contrary to

Law, caufe s;rcat Iiiconveniencies. And therefore after he

had



Chap. III. riBEKlVS the ^^ Rom. Emp. pi

fiad taught the Multitudes, and cu'r'd al! their Iiifirmitics, he

withdrew himfelf to a defart Place, where he fpent fome
Time m Prater ; after he had made a glorious Progrefs iii

Galilei ttf near three Months. .

Shortly after he entered prfvateiy into Capernaum^ and -^'^^^'^^

probably Peter's Houfe; but his Return was foon known if'^jf^i

to the City, and fuch a Multitude of People gathered to him i-r^.

'

'to hear his St'rmons, and to bring their Difeafed, that both ^^-"^ ^°

the Houfe and the Space about the Door could not contain ^7 ^
°

them. In the Houfe were many great Pcrfons, Phanfees
and Dodors of the I^aw, from Jerufalem and Jndcea^ as

well as Galilee^ who brought thither by their Curiofity,

came and late down by him, rigidly examining his Sermons
and his Miracles. Among the lick Perfons, a Paralytick

was brought ; but fo infirm, that four Men were hired to

'^ Sear him in his Bed. But finding it impolTible to pafs lb

j^reat a Throng, being confident of our Lord's Compaffion
and Affirtance, they boldly uncover'd the Roofof the Houfe,
and with Cords let the lick Man down in his Bed, before

the Place where he fate. J^fa: being pleas'd with fo much
Faith, and fuch Reliance upon his Mercy, and to difplay his

Glory, firfl: apply'd himzfelf to the Cure of his moll valuable

Part, his Soul, calling the Perfon So7i^ and bidding him be- (f
good Courage^ for hjs Smsivere forgiven him. This extraordi-

nary Mark ofAuthority provok'd the Indignation ofthe Proud
Scrthes and Pharifees^ who in their Hearts condemned him
as a Blafphemef, fince none could forgive Sins but the Al-
mighty God. But Jefis knowing their fecret Thoughts,- de-
manded of thofe envious and conceited People, U^hy the^

cherijh''dfuch evil Imaginations \ and whether they thought U
more difficult to forgine thai Jick Mans Si^is^ than to make
him -whoh.^ and take up his Bed and walkl B/^f, proceeded he,

that the Son ofMan hits Povo^r to forgive Sim a:i Earthy the

Recovery of this Man Jkall be a Proof-, therefore he bad him.
Rife, take Up his Be^d, a?ui ga home to his Houfe : Which was
immediately done, to the ciceeding Amazement of the
whole Company. Tho' the Power of Healing be much
lefs than I- orgiviiig Sins, yet becaufe it is not fo catic to
impofc a Cure lipon "the World, where Mens Scnfes are
.Witnefley. as Remilfion of Sins, which is fecret and invi-

sible; therefore all'the People, who were conviitc'd by their

;Eyes of the Efficacy of Chrift's Words, Arifi ami zvatk.

Were fatisfy'd of the Truth ox the former, Tfyy Sins are fir-
given thee. For which Reafon they glorify'd the Almighty,
Who had manifeded iuch Power on Earth, and being tiird

wirii
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with a reverential Fear, declar'd, That they hadfeen ftrange
and wonderful Things that Day.

Matth. 9. From hence our Lord remov'd to the Sea Side, as he
5. * frequently did, where was more Air and Room for fuch a
Mari 2. Conflux of Pcoplc. As he pafs'd along, teaching great Mul-
z«i/j.' titudes that followM him, he at length came to the Cuftom-
17, %i. Houfe, where he efpy'd a rich P«^//V^»,caird Levi ox Mat-

thew^ the Son of Alpheu<^ fitting in his Office ; his Buiinefs

being to gather the Cufloms of the Commodities that came
by the Sea of Galilee^ and the ufual Tribute which PafTen-

gers were to pay that w^ent by Water ; an Employment fuf-

liciently odious to the Jews., as has been formerly obferv'd

:

XJpon the firfl Sight of him our Lord, according to his u-

fual Manner of calling Difciples, bad inm follow him. Mat-
thew., tho' doubtlefs incumber'd with many BulinefTes and
Accounts, yet being touch'd by the Divine Power, forfook

his gainful Employment, and follow'd him, becoming not

only an Apoitlc, but afterwards one of the Evangelifts.

And thus we have had a particular Account of Chrift'^s cal-

ling fix of his twelve Apoftles ; namely, Philip., Peter., An-
drew., James., John., and Matthew. Some Qf the Harmonills

have vci'^At Matthew''%YfsSX immediately to fucceed his Call;

but for good Reafons we have followed Chemnitim., Light-

foot., and fome others, who place Jefus^s going to Jerufa-

lem to the fecond great Paflbver, immediately after Mat-
thew'' % Call; which Paflbver hapned on the 28th Day of
our Month March., in the 17th Year of the Reign oi Tibe-

rius., and one Year wanting 10 Days after the lalt Paflbver.

CHAP. IV.

From the Beginning of the fecond T^ajfover

after our Bkjfed Saviour''s Baptifm^ to the

Beginning ofthe third.

Containi'fjg the Term ofone Tear^ and 17 Days,

A. I)- T A 'T" ^hc great Feafl: of the Paflbver, our Lord re-

31. A*
f-\ paired to Jerufalem 2. fecond Time after his Bap-

Tiber. ^ -^ tifm, wiiere he made a farther Manifeflation of

J 7^ himfelf to the Jews upon this Occafion. In the South-Eaft
^^' Part of the City, near the Sheep-Gate, was a famous Pool

^ohn J. Qj. Pond, and a Building call'd Bethefda^ or the Houfe of
*"''^

Mercy^
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Mercy^ which confifled of five Porticos ; in which lay a

great IVEultitude of poor impotent People, as Blind, Lame,
wither'd, l^c. wailing for the moving of the Water of this

Pool. For this Water ferving for a holy Ufe, namely, the

Wafhing of the Sacrifices before they were ofFerM in the

Temple, as is moll generally believM, an Angel from Hea-

ven defcended at certain Times, and moving the Water,

infus'd fuch Virtue, that the firft Perfon who cnterM it af-

ter this Motion, was cur'd of whatfoever Diflemper he had.

It is uncertain at what particular Times the Water received

this extraordinary Virtue, and when this Miracle began.

But many Criticks do rationally believe that it began not

long before our Saviour's Appearance, and was a Prefage

of his near Approach, and perhaps of the Virtue of the Wa-
ter of Baptifm. On tLie Sabbath Day Jcfus repaired to this

Hofpital of fick Perfons, out of whom he made Choice of

one moft impotent, and moft unlikely to recover, having a

languifhing Infirmity of 38 Years Continuance: And to ex-

cite his Faith and Expe6lation, he firlf ask'd him Whether he

would be cured\ The Man not knowing him, forrowfully

told him, "That he hadnoMan to put him into the Pool as faon

as the Water was mo'v'd\ but that while he was endeavouring^

another always flefd in before him^ and prevented him. Up-
on this Jefus bad him rife and walk., and to fhew his Power
over the Sabbath, to take up his Bed alfo \ all which was
immediately done, but much to the Difpleafure of the y^wj-,

who exclaim'd againft him for bearing a Burthen on the

Sabbath Day, diredly contrary to their Law. The Man
excus'd himfelf by declaring That he was fo order''d by the

Perfon who had rniraculottfly cur'^d him., thinking that a fuffi-

cient Warrant; which causM the Jews to make ftrid En-
quiry after jefus: But a Multitude being gather'd about
the Place, he convey'd himfelf from thence. Shortly after,

Jefus finding the Man in the Temple, probably returning

Thanks for his Recovery, caution'd him, Jince he was re-

ftor^d to his Health., not to fin again lefi a greater Misfortune

JJjould befall him : Intimating that fomc extraordinary Crime
had causM this.

The overjoyM Man, without defigning any Malice, im- >^« t-

mediately went and inrorm'd the Jews., That Jefus was the i^" 47-

Perfon who had wrought his Cure. Upon which they vi-

olently profbcuted him' before the grand Sanhednm^ deiign-

ing to take his Life, as a Prophaner of the Sabbath. Here
m Defence of himfelf he declared, T^hat his Father wrought
continually., and he did but the fame ; which much more

prQvok'4
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provokM ^he Jews agamft him, i\oz only as a Sabbat-h

Breaker, but as the greateft Blafphemcr, who laid God was
his Father, and made himfelf equal with Him. In farther

Vindicatioii of himfelf, he fhew'd that he was the Mejfiah^

tho' not in exprefs Terms ; firfl manifeib'ng his Power aiu^

jVuthority, and fojemnly declaring, That tho* accordir^ /«'

his Office he could do nothing 'Vjithout the Coi7curreiice a^ncCCoT

jepcratJon of his Father
.,
yet fo great was his Father"^s Love ta

him^ that he had cor/imunicated all Power to hjm^ p^^^k ^s

f30hU' produce greater Thmgs tha^ they hadyet feen i Par-
pcularly raifif2g the Dcad^ as his Father had done under the

OldTeflamem^ and judgi',ig the Wnrld^ vjhith Power was
wholly committed to him^ that all Men might honour him e-

qually with his Father
; fur without one^ the »ther %v,ould be

ineffeBual. Then he Iblemnly alTurcd them, That whofoeuer

harkned to his IF^ords^ and believed his Mijfion^ Jhould ne'yer

he €0'ademn*d^ but pafs from a State of Death^ to ev.erlajling

Life, Farther declaring, That the Time was comings when
the very Deadfijould hear the Voice of the Son cf God\ and

fuch as heard^ pould live : For as the Father had Life within

himfelf^ fo had the Son \ and alfo Authority to pafs Judgment
at the loft Dayy not only as God, b7it alfo as Man. ' And they

?2eeded. 7wt to wonder at this^ far the Time jhould. come^ when
all Mankind in their Graves Jhould hear his Voice^ and come

forth ; the Good to the Refurreilion of Life^ a?id the Evil to

the RcfurreSiion of Damnation, But in tbefe judicial Pro-

ceedings^ he could a6i nothing but by CommiJTion^ therefore

his Judgment was juft,^ bccaufe he fought not his own^ but his

Father s Will^ who had delegated him: After Our Lord had

thus fearlelly ihewn the Sanhedrira the Grcatnefs of his Au~
thority, he proceeded to'Teveral undeniable Teflimouies of

it, andfirft 0/ John Baptift, to whom they had fent Deputies
j

a burning and a JJjining Light^ whom for a while they ad-

rnired^ of whofe Teflimony he was affured. ' Though he need-

ed no Human Witncfsy yet he mention'd hnn^ to convince

ihcm^ and bring them to Salvation. Secondly ^ he had agreat-

er Teftimony than John'J, even the Miracles he had wrQught^-

which were undeniable Evidences of his Divine Mijjionl

Thirdly^ the Father himfelf had declared him his Son ; but

as they had neither heard his Voice
^

' nor feen his Shape
^ fo

4hey regarded not his IVords^ disbelieving the Perfin whom he

hadfent. Fourthly., the holy Scriptures.^ which they hadfearcio'd^
and acknowledg'd the right ^/ 'ay to Iiappinef\ did abundantly

lejltjie of him \ and yet they refits''d to come to him., and re-

ceive that liafpnej's. And he fought not thi Applaufes of

Mfn,
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Men^ bttt the Honour of God^ which he knew they wanted'^ fines

they receWdnot him who came ra his Father's Rame^ when they

were r€ady to receive any Impoftor who came in his own. Which

Infidelity was the lefsjtrange^ becaufe they were fo zealous for

the Glory of Men., andfo little for the Glory of God. Lnjily^

Mofes, in whom they had the greatejl Confidence., wrote con-

cerning him ; therefore he needed not to accufe them to the Fa-

ther .^
Jince Moies would do it. But fince they disbelieved

their great Prophet"*s Writings .^
it was not to he expected that

they jhotild believe his Words.

We have nq Account of the IfTue of this remarkable

Difcourie ; but by the Evangclift's Silence, we may con-

clude that there was fuch an irreiirtible Power in our Lord's

Words, that tho' the Sanhedrir/i would not comply with

them, yet they could not deny the Truth of them. How- ^'«"- ^-»

ever on the very next Sabbath Day, he^ gave the Jews a ^M^rk t^

frefh Occalion of Complaint, in his Palfage with his Difci- 23--2S.

pies through fome Corn Fields near the City, probably in ^"^' -•

going to Ibme neighbouring Synagogue to preach. His
^"^'

Difciples being at this time very hungry, took fome Ears

of Corn as they pafs'd, rubb'd them in their Hands and eat

them, a thing ufualon ordinary Days. Which piece of La-
jxjur was immediately obferv'd by the malicious Eyes of
fome Phjurifees then mix'd with the People, who exclaimed

againft them, as doing an Adion unlawful on the Sabbath

Day. But Jefus to vindicate them, firft: urg'd the Exam-
ple of pious David., who when he wanted Suflenance.^ enver'd

into the Houfe of God with his Followers., and did eat the Sa-
cred Bread., unlawful to be touched by any but the Priejis

;

Aewing that Neceliity takes away the Rigour of the Law.
Secondly, the Example of their own Prieits, who were ac-

counted bLimelefs., tho' on tJ:^ Sabbath Days they pe-rform'd the

Labours of the Temple: Which Temple^ if it jufiify^d their

Aiiions., there was one pr^fent greater than the Temple., who
couldjujlifie his Difciples. But if they had underfiood the

Meaning o/Hofea*j Words., I chufe Mercy before Sacrifice,

they would not fo rajhly have condemned the Innocent : But
they inzierted the Order of Things., fuppofing Man to be made
for the Sabbath., and not the Sabbath for the Benefit ofMan :

Andtherefore the Son ofMan was Lord even of the- Sabbath Day.
Shortly after our Lord left Jerufalem., and returned into iLitt. tz.

Galilee., where on another Sabbath, or Saturday, hepreach'd s>
- 3-

in a Synagouge, probably at his own City Capernaum ; in \[^f^
^*

which Place was a Man with a withered and mortify'd Lv.\ 6,

Hand, whom St. Jerom reports to have been a Mafon. ^-i^-

Here the Scr-ibes and Ph^rije-es were nicely obfervant, watch-

ing
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ing for a Pretence of an Accufation againfl Jefus^ if he
fhcnild offer to cure on the Sabbath Day ; therefore they

firll demanded of him whether he thought tt lawful to work
Cures qn the Day of Rcji > Jefas knowing their malicious

Intentions, immediately bad the decriped Perfon (land up
in the midil of the AfTembly, as an Object of Commifera-
tion; and then defired thefc haughty Perfons to anfwer
him oneQueilion^ viz. Whether they thaughtit lawful on the

Sabbath Day to do goody or ill\ a£hually tofave Life^ or neg-r.

ligently to deftroy it ? This Qucilion putting them to Silence,

he farther demanded of them, Whether any Man of their

Opinions would not venture to pull a Sheep out of a Pit on

the Sabbath Day ; and much more help a Man^ who was far
more valuable than a Sheep ? 4n undeniable Proof that they

acknowledged it w^s lawfuj to dc^ good on the Sabbath Day^
Then looking about him with great Marks of Indignation,

for their ftrangc Perverfenefs, he commanded the poor Man
only to ilretch out his lame Hand ; which being obey'd, it

was perfedly reftor'd, ^nd made found as the other.

Matt. IX, Tho' the Pharifees were lilenc'd by his Arguments, and

S^"*3. ^^rp^i^'<i by the Miracle, yet fo great was their Stubborn-

6-12! * nefs and Prejudice, that they refolv'd to attempt even his

L'ike6^ Life; an4 that they might not fail of Succefs, they join'd
*^*

with the Herodians., thp' perfectly oppofite in Principles,

confulting with thofe State-Sedaries how they might de-

flroy him. But Jefus difcovering their impious Defigns,

withdrew himfelf with his Difciples to the Sea Side, being

follow'd by innumerable Multitudes not only from Gali-.

lee^ but from Jerufalem^ the Provinces of Judaea and Idu-

mica^ and all the Country about Jordan^ as far as the Mer
diterranean Sea, to the Coafts of "tyre and Sydon^ who

-' came in Throngs from all thefe Places to hear him, and

to be cur'd of their Dil^empers : Infomuch that he order'd

his Difciples to wait with a fmall Veffcl at the Shore, that

he might not be too much incommoded with them. As
the Multitudes of difeafed Perfons prefs'd to touch him, lb

he was ready to altbrd them Relief, curing all their Di-

ilempers, and difpolfclTmg all the impure Spirits, who fall-

ing prollrate before him, loudly proclaimed him the Son of

Cod. But our Lord with great Huniility commanded their

Silence in that Point ; accomplilhing as St, Matthew ob-

ferves, thefe Words of Ifaiah., Obferve my Servant vohom I

have chofeffy my Beluved in whom my Soul is deltghted^ : I

will infptre him, and he Jhailproclaim fuftice to the Gentiles.

JIc pall nut be tumuliuous., nor noijy, nor fball his Voice he

heard in the Streets. He pall nut 'yrcak ths hruifid ^^^^^
HQT
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nor quench the fmoaking Flax^ ''till he renders Judgment tri"

umphant: And the Gautilts Jhall truft in his Name. All

which truly reprefented the quiet, humble and meek Tem-
per of the Mejfiah.

J[l, Above a Year and a Quarter after our Lord's Bap- ^i^rh 5.

tifm, and above four Months after his moll: folemn En- pj/^*
trance upon his Miniftry, and the Imprifonment oVJohn^ ir-i^.'

he refolv'd to make a publick Ele6lion of fome particular

Perfons above all the reft, for more fpecial Ends and Em-
ployments ; both to be WitnelTes of all his A6tions and
Difcourles, and after his Departure out of the World to

be his Vicegerents upon Earth, Founders of his Church,

and Propagators of his Gofpel. In Order to which great De-
lign, our Lord withdrew himfelf to a foiitary Mountain,

not many Miles from Capernaum^ and commonly call'd

the Mount of Chriftj where he continu'd all Night in his

folemn AddrefTes to Heaven for Succefs in this important

Work ; herein leaving an excellent Example to the Gover-
nors of his Church, how to proceed in Matters of the like

Importance. The next Morning, out of the great Num-
ber of his Difciples, he made Choice of twelve Perfons,

according to the Number of the Patriarchs and Tribes of
Ifrael; whom by a Prolepfis he call'd by the Name of A-
P O S T L E S, which im^ports a [pedal Mejfenger^ or Ambajfa-
dor\ and was an Honour the greateft that ever our Savi-

our conferred upon Man, and attended with the nobleft

Privileges.

This Elcdion was made about the Time of the Feaft of
Pentecoft ; at which Time the Law was promulgated to the

Ifraelites on Mount Sinai: And the Perfons elected were
thefe following, i. Simon the Son oi Jonah^ whom Je-
fus nam'd Peter^ a Fifher-Man of Bethjaida^ who after his

Marriage became an Inhabitant of Capernaum. He is ge-

nerally acknowledged to be the eldeft of all the Apoftles,

and at Icaft ten Years older than our Lord himfelf ; and
his Age and Gravity may have caus'd both Sacred and Ec-
clefiaftical Hiftories to give him a Precedency, tho' not a
Superiority in the College of the Apoftles. 2. Andrew^ a

younger Brother of Peter s^ of the fame Town and Em-
ployment, and formerly a Difciple to John Baptiji^ as Pe-
ter is reafonably fuppos'd to have been. 3. James^ com-
monly caird James the Great., Son to Zchedee and Salome^

an Inhabitant of Bethfaida., a Fifher-Man, and a Partner

with Peter and Andrew.^ but fuppos'd to exceed them in

worldly Abilities, as having feveral Servants to affift him
H in



98 Cent. T. EcclefiaflicalElflory. Book I.

in his Trade. 4. Joh'/i^ younger Brother to James^ and
rtiuch the youngeit of all the Apoltles, Filher-Man and
Partner Vvhh his Brother, and Dilciple totheBaptift. Thcfc

.

two were in fome Degree related to our Saviour, and were
by him finiam'd Boanerges^ or the Soy/s of Thunder^ upon
the Account of their brave and refolute Tempers, f. Phi-

lips alio an Inhabitant o^ BethfuiJn^ a FilTier-Man and mar-
ry'd as is believed, who had the Honour of being firll call'd

by our Saviour. 6, Bartholomevj^ nioll: probably the fame
with Nathanael ^oxmzxX'j mentioned; Bar-Thohmeus^ figni-

fying only the Son of Tholomeus^ an Inhabitant of Cana m
Galilee^ and fuppos'd to have had fome Skill in the Jewljh
Law. 7. Manbew^ call'd alfo Levi^ Son to one Alpheus^

a rich J^^iblkan of Capernaum^ but faid to have been born
at Nazareth^ the Place of our Lord's Education. 8. Tho-

mas^ caird alfo Didymus^ which in the Synack (ignifies a

l'v}in^ a Galilean of mean Parents, who, as is reported,

brought him up to the FiHiing Trade. 9. James commonly
diftinguiih'd by the Name oi "James the lefs^ the Son of /f/-

^heus or Cleophas and Mary^ Coufin German, i^ not Sifter

to the Bleflcd Virgin ; upon which Account, according to

the Jevj'tjh Cuftom, he is often call'd the Brother of our
Lord, 10. Simon ^ diftinguilh'd trom SimoK-Pcter by the

Title Canamfe^ from Cana the fuppos'd Place of his

Birth, and Zealot^ from the Se6l he was of. Whether he
was that Simon^ who was Brother to Jarae^ the lefs, is ve-

ry uncertain. 11. Judas ^ moil commonly, call'd Jude^
andfometimes T'haddccus 'M\^Lebhxus^ a marry'd Man, Bro-
ther to James the lefs^ and Kinlman to our Lord. 12. Ju-
das Ifcariot^ or a Man of Kcrioth^ an ancient Place in Ju-
dica^ of whom we have no other Account, but only his

having ib juftly the Title of Traytor given him.

Thus did our blelTed Saviour begin as it were the Foun-
dation of his Church, chuiing Peribns of the lowefl Con-
ditions to effl'd it, Perfons who were moltly poor Fifher-

Men, honeft and illiterate, ignorant of what they w€re to

do, and chiefly expe6t:ing temporal Power and Advantages.

Yet thefe Galileans^ the moil defpis'd Part of the moft de-

fpis'd Nation the Jews^ were the Men defign'd to reform
the Errors of a proud and wicked World, to confound the

Wifdom of the Learned, and to prevail againil all the Pow-
ers of the Mighty. Certainly if human Wifdom had been

to manage this Atfair, it wou'd have taken contrary Mea-^

fures, and cholen out the profoundeft Rabbins^ the acuteft

Philofophers, and the moil charming Orators, who by the

Powers of Reafon, and Arts of Eloquence might have

trimnph'd
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triumphed over the Minds of Men, grappl'd with the Stub-»

bornnefs of thej^wj, and baffled the line Notions, and nice

Speculations of the Greeks and Romans. But the Wifdom of

God is infinitely beyond that of Man : And as our Saviour

was pleas'd to make ufe of the meaneft Inftruments, fo he alfo

thought fit to chufe one whom he knew wou'd prove a

Villain and a Traytor. Which not only fhews, That the

Efficacy of the Miniftration depends not upon the Perfon,

but the Inllitution ; but alfo. That it is not to be expeded
that Chriji's Church on Earth (hou'd ever be in a better Con-
dition, as to the Worthinefs of its external Members, than

when he firft founded it himfelf

Our Lord having chofe his twelve Apoftles, defcended

to the Plain and cured innumerable Difeafes among the

Multitudes, and caft out many Devils, giving Relief to all

who touch'd him, by Means of an extraordinary Virtue

that proceeded from him. And finding greater Throngs
and a vafter Auditory than ever he had before, he thought

fit to give the moft eminent Marks of his Prophetick Of-
fice, and upon a Mountain in Galilee to deliver the Evan-
gelical Law, as Mofes had done the old upon a Mountain
in the Wildernefs ; tho' St. Luke makes it uncertain whe-
ther it was upon a Mountain or in a Plain. This celebrat-

ed Difcourfe is however generally call'd the Sermon upon Matth. f,

the Mount, beginning with pronouncing Bleffings, as the l"^^'

moft proper and comfortable Tenor of the Goipel, and to ^^[[\^[
fuch Perfons as the Jews and the World accounted mife-
rable ; as particularly, To the Poor and Humble-mmded^ who
poiCd inherit the Kingdom of God : To the pious Mourners^
who Jhou'd be comforted : To the Meek-fpirited^ who pou'd
pojjejs the Earth : To fuch as hungered and thrijied after

Rtghteoufnefs^ who pou'd be fatisfyed : To the KindandMer^
ciful^ whopou\i obtain Mercy : To the Pure-hearted^ who
pou'dfee God : To the Peace-makers^ who pou'd be named
The Children of God : And laftly^ to fuch as were perfecut^
ed upon the Account of Righteoufnefs^ who pou'^d enjoy the

Kingdom of Heaven. Adding a particular Bleffrng to his

Difciples^ when the H^orldpon'^d hate.^ revile.^ feparatc.^ per^

fecute.^ and fcandalize them for his Sake: That they ought to

rejoice to fee that Time., and be ravip^d with Joy ; for their

Rewards Jhou'd be ^reat in Heaven ; and that the Prophets

of old had met with the like Perfecution. But IVoes were
denounced againft the Rich., who had already received their

Confolation : Againjl the Full., who pou'd find IVant : A^
gainft the Scoffers., who poiCd mourn and weep : And againft

fhernfehesy v?hen the l^^orldfpoke well of them \ as it hapned

Hi t<i
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to the falfe Prophets. For all his Followers were the very

Salt and Seajomng of the Earthy and if that once became tn-

ftpid^ it was the m»Jl IVorthlefs T'hirtg in Nature ; and alfo

the Light of the H^orld^ which poiid he as confpicHOUS as a

City on a Hill^ and not to be lighted np and put under a Bu-
Jkel^ but on a Gandleftick^ that it might be vijible to the whole

Houfe. Therefore their Lights ought fo to pine before Men^
that thev might fee their good A(^iionSy and glorife their Fa-

ther in Heaven.
Matth S' Next he proceeded to condemn the wretched GlolTesand
^7-48. Interpretations which the Jews had made on the moral

^jl-^i. Law, firll folemnly declaring, That he came not to dejiroy^

but to accomplip the Law in the utmofi Extent ; and that

Heaven and Earth pould fooner be dijjolvd^ than one Tittle

cf the Law lofe its Force. Therefore whoever violated the

leajl moral Precept.^ and taught others the fame Dodriney

Jhou\l be as little in the Efieem of Heaven ; but whoever ob-

ferv'd thofe Precepts and taught them to others., potCdbegreat
in the Efteern of Heaven. And fince the Scribes and Phari-

fecs had introduc''d fuch Corruptions in the LaWy except

Mens Righteo7ifnefs exceededtheirs., they foould never enter the

Kingdom of Heaven. Then proceeding to the Laws them-

felves, he expounded the true Meaning of feveral of them,

which had been fo corrupted by liuman Traditions, that

they were not underftood: As i. The Law againft Mur-
thery which, as they faid, made only the A61:or liable to the

Judgment of Death by the Sword. But he declared. That
this Law prohibited all Degrees of unjujl Angery of which

God's Punijbment of the loweji was anfwerable to their ordi-

fiary Punijbment ofMurther : That of the fecond Degreey as

tailing a Man Raca or VVorthlefs Fellow, was anjwerable

to the grand Sanhedrim's Judgmcnty Stoning : And the

higheji UegreCy as pronouncing a Man Fool, or rather Re-
probate, was anfwerable to their highcfi Punijbment., the

Fire in the Valley of Hinnom. Therefore whofoever brought
'

his Offering ts the Altar., and remember''d that he had injur d
any man., ought to go immediately and be reconcil'd to himy

before he prefurr^d to offer it : And this out of Policyy as well

as Piety : For elfe he wou^d be before God like a Bankrupt to

his Creditor., who for want of timely Compofition with himy

jhould be delivered over to the Judge and his Officersy andfo
to Prifon ; from whence hejbou^d never be freedy ''till he had
compleatly difcharg'd the Debt. 2. The Law againft Adul-

teryy which, as they thought, only prohibited thegrofsAdc:

But he declar'd, That whofoever gaz'd on a U^^oman with a

lujiful Dejlrey had adually committed Adultery with her be-

fore
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fore God. Therefore they^ ought to cut off all Occafiom of Sifty

and mortifie the Lujls of the Flejh.^ tho"* they were as dear to

them as a right Eye^ or a right Hand: For it was better to he

depriv'd of thofe Enjoyme-.its here^ than to he deprived of all

Enjoyments in Hell hereafter. Declaring farther, That iho*

they thought it lawful to put away their iVtves^ only upon eX'

hibiting a Bill of Divorcer/ient
\
yet whoever dtd put away his

IVife^ except for the Caufe of Whoredom.^ caused her to be aA

Adulterefs., and the Perfon who marry*d her an Adulterer. 3.

The Law againft Perjury., which, as they interpreted it, on-

iy prohibited /^//e Swearij^g: But he declared, That it prohi-

bited all common Swearing., not only by the Creator., but aljo

the Creature ; as by Heaven, by Earth, by Jerufalem, or by

their own Head; for the firji was God^s Throne., the fecond his

Footfiool., the third his City., a-nd the lajl that over which Man
had no Power : Therefore in common Converfation thes ought

to ufe nothing but plain Affirmations and Denials
; for what*

foever exceeded thofe., proceededfrom evil Principles. 4. The
Law for punifhing Offenders with an Eye for an Eye.,aTooth

fir a Tooth., v/hich, as they judg'd, allowed all private and
proportionable Revenge : But he commanded them to reta-

liate no private Injuries., and rather than revenge ther/i., upon

the receiving of one Blow., to take another'., upon the Lofs of

their Coat., to give up their Cloak alfo ; and upon their being

prefs^dfor one Mile., to go iwo-^ and fuch ordinary Inj^iries:

Always pcwing an extenfive Charity and Readinefs to help

fuch as begged., and fuch as wou'd borrow., without exading
upon fuch as had receiv''d their Goods., and dealing with others

as they expeBedfrom them. 5'. The Li-WY O? loving our Neigh-

bours., to which they had falfly added, That they pould hate

their Enemies : But he declared. That they ought tn love their

Enemies^ to do good to^ to blefs and pray j^jr thofe v:ry Per-

fons who hated and perfecuted them ; that they might be the

true Sons of the God of Heaven., who difpens''d his Blejfings of
Sun and Rain upon the Bad and Good., the Jujl and Unjuji :

But if they lov dj befriended^ and did good only to their Friends

and Brethren
J
and fuch as would return their Kindneffes ;

IVhat Virtue and Reputation zvas that ? How did they exceed

the Publicans and Sinners^ Therefore in their Bounty and
G*odnefs.,thcy ought to imitate the diffufive Perfe^ion of their

father in Heaven.

Our Lord havhig thus fhcwn the true Extent of feveral ^^t^^- ^
Precepts, proceeded to explain and prefs three great Duties;
1. Alms, vjbich were xot to bs done in the Face of the IVorld.,

Uke the hypocriticalFh^riCccSywho proclaimed theirs as it were
with a Trumpet in the Synagogues and Streets., to gain the

H 3 Applaufes

18.
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Applaufes of the people ; which wot ail the Reward they had :

But if they expected a Rewardfrom Heaven^ their Alms muji

be fo fecret^ that one Handpopi^d not know what was done by

the other ; and their Father the Seer of all Secrets^ wou^d re^

ward tker/i publickly. 2. Prayer, in which they were to avoid

ihe Cuftom of the Pharifees, who affeded to pray openly in

the Synagogues and Corners of the 'Streets^ to be gaz^d on by

the People \ which was all the Reward they had: But thetr

Prayers ought to be in- their Clofets^ and in private \ and par

^

ticularly free from the vain Repetitions of the Pagans, who
iniagin d that a Multiplicity of IVords caus'^d them to be heard^

but their Father knew thetr Necejfities before they ask'd him
;

therefore they Jhould pray after this Manner: ' Our Father

y

' which art in Heaven! T'hy Name be fanSiified: Thy King-
^ dom come : Thy Will be accomplijh^d^ on Earth as it is in

^ Heaven. Give us this Day our necejfary Bread: Andfor^

' give tin our Trefpajfes as we forgive ourTrefpaJfers. And lead
' \is not into Temptation : But deliver m from Evil. For the
' Kingdom.^ and the Power

.^
and the Glory are thine

.^
for ever.

* Amen. As our Lord in this Form imitated the Jewip
Form then inUfe; fo he intimates in the following Words,
that forgiving of TrefpafTes was the principal Part of the

Prayer ; namely, If they forgave Men their Trefpajfes.^ their

heavenly Father would forgive theirs ; but if otherwife^ they

were to exped no Forgivenefs. 3. Fading, in which they were

not to imitate the Pharifees, who with fowre Countenances

and disfigur'^d Faces pew'*d it to the World -^
which was all

the Reward they had: But theyJhould adorn their Heads and
Faces

.^
in fuch a Manner., as their Faftings might not appear

to Men., but to their Father who faw all Secrets^ and would
reward them publickh.

Matth. 6. After thefe Duties, he difTuaded them from all covetous

2^-34. Inclinations, advifmg them. Not to heap up Treafure on Earthy

which was liable to Corruptio^i and Robbers., but an incorrup-

tible Treafure in Heaven
; for Mens Treafure would naturally

draw their Hearts after it. And as the Eye was the Light

»nd Diredor of the Body
; fo the Judgment was the Eye of the

Soul ; which if liberal^ the whole would be illuminated ; ;/ co-

vetous., darkned., and that to the highejl Degree. For they

€Ould not ferve two contrary Majlers., God and Riches alfo.

Therefore they ought not to be folicitous either about their Foody

or their Raiment
; fince it was eafier to give Food than Lifey

ftnd to procure Raiment., than to produce a Body. As for Foody

they might obferve the Birds of the Airy who tho' they took no

Pains for />, yet they receiv'^d it from the Bounty of Heaven ;

and certainly They cou'd not want zV, who were fo much more
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;

valuable than the Birds'^ efpecially fince they dependedfo much, \

jipon Providence^ that they cou d not add one Cubit to their !

Stature. And as for Raiment^ they 'might conftder the Lillies.
;

in the Field, which without any Labour^ exceeded the Splen-^
^

dor and Glory of King Solojiion himfelf. And if God thm
\

cloatFd the momentary and fading Produ^s of the K'eld;
;

how much more the nobler Pans of his Creation ? "Therefore

they ought not to be folicitous about the common Necejfaries of

this Life, which was the Pagans Concern'^ nor be anxious a-
\

bout the following Day, for the Trouble of one Day was fujfi- <

cient. But fince their heavenly Father fufficie?itly knew a^
\

their M'^ants, if they firji fought the Kingdom of God, and his
\

Righteoufnefs, all other Blejjings and Necejfaries JJjou^d be gi-

Ifen to them overplus.

After this he proceeded to feveral other Precepts and In- ^^^^^-1*
\

ftrudions, as l. To avoid all rajb Cenfures and Judgments, i,«*f i.
j

and be ready topew Adis of Kindnefs and Forgivenef
; for 37-46. |

they Jhou*d receive the fame Meafure which they gave, and I

that with great Addition. Therefore they potCd beware of
\

obferving the finall Faults of others, when they had greater \

themfelves', nor coti'd they with any Countenance bid their \

Brother pull the Mote out of his Lye, when they had a Beam
\

in their own. 2. Not to give holy Things to Dogs, nor cajl
]

Pearls before Swine, lejl the latter trampled them under their \

Feet, and the Dogs turned again and worry'^d them. 3. To be '

inftant andfervent in Prayer; and then they Jhoi^^d not fail
\

of Succefs from their heavenly Father. For no earthly Parents '>

wou'*d give their Children Stones infiead of Bread, nor Ser-
\

pents infiead of Fijh ; but thS' they vjho were tzip-gardly and '\

bafe, knew how to give them good Things ; much more tlyeir \

heavenly Father knew how to be bcuntifnl to thofe who faith-
\

fully dsVd htm. Therefore for the more Certainty of Succefs^ ,-

f they ought to do the fame to others, as they defir'^d others >

* Jhou^d do to them ; which was the Sum of the L^w and ths
\

Prophets. 4. To flrive to enter in at the Strait Gate
; for tha 1

Gate was wide, and the IVay fpacions, that led to Deftr-uclion^
\

and great Numbers pafd it ; but the Gate was firait, and the 1

ly'^ay narrow that lead to eternal Life, andfmall Numbers
found it. 5'. To beware offalfe Prophets, who were ravenous I

IVolves, tho^ in Sheeps Cloaths ; but their Fruits were the cer-^
\

tain IV.ay to difcover them : For as Grapes and Figs were
known not to proceed from Thorns and Thijlles

; fo good Fruii i

co7ild not proceed from a corrupt Tree, nor yet corrupt Fruit x

from a good Tree: But now every Tree that bore not good
Fruit, Jhotild be hewn down,and confurad in the Fire. There^

fore not every one who crfd Lord, Lord ! pou^d enter the
\

H 4 Kingdom 1
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Kingdom of Hscven^ but fuch m rightly performed the Wtll of
Heaven. Fur 'many in the lajl DayJhou^d cry to him^ Lord,.

Lord, have we not prophecy'd, ejeded Devils, and v^^rought

many Miracles in thy Name ? But he woti'd declare to them^
That he never hzew them^ hut command them to depart from
him., as Workers of Imqy.ity.

Then he concluded his admirable Sermon with this im-
portant Exhortation: Whoever hears thefe Difcourfes of mine^

and practically ohferves them., Jhall be compar'^d to a wife un-
derjlanding Man., who laid a deep Foundation of his Houfe up--

on a Rock
; fo that when ^reat Rains., Floods and Storms beat

violently upon it., it flood unmoved \ being fo firmly founded:
B^t every Hearer of th:fe Difcourfes^ who do^s not pra^ife
them., jhall he compar'^d to an ignorant foolijh Perfon., who
without a Foundation built his Houfe upon the Sand

; fo that

when the Rains^ Flood., and Storms came upon it., it immedi-
ately fell down., and the Fall of it was great and terrible. All
this Sermon was deliver'd with fuch extraordinary Gravity
and Majefty, that it caus'd the Ama7,ement of the Multi-
tudes : For, at St. Matthew obferves, he taught them as

one having Authority, and not as their ulual Teachers, the

Scribes.

Our Lord having given thefe wife and ufeful Inftru6i:ions,

return'd to his own City Capernaum., where was a Centu-
rion., a Roman Officer and Captain of a hundred Men ; who
hearing of his Fame, fent fomc of the chief of the City to

him, humbly begging of him, to come and cure his Servant.^

who was very dear to him., and jufl at the Point of Death
with a Palfy. Thefe were very urgent with him, reprefent-

ing not only the Danger of the Servant, but the Worth of
the Mafter, who tho' a Gentile^ and but a Profelyte of the,

Gate, hadfj Ircd the Jewifli Nation^ that he had built them

a Synagogue. Whereupon Jefus repaired with them towards

the Place ; and in his Way was met by more Friends from
the Centurion., who with the profoundefl: Humility beg'd of
him, not to give himfelffo much trouble., for their Friend

thought himfelf not worthy to receive him under his Roof., or

fo much as to meet him in Perfon ; but if he pleas''d to fpcak

the Word., he doubted not of its Power and Efficacy ; Jince he

himfelf who was but a Subordinate Officer., and fubje^ to

the Commands of others., cou'^d be exaiily obeyd by thofe Sol-

diers under htm., who were ready to come., go and run at his

Command. Jefus was furpriz'd to find fo much holy Con-
fidence in a Pagan., and turning himfelf to his Foliovvers,

folemnly declared, T'hat he had not foundfo flrong a Faith a-

mong the KYZJtliits the'mfelves : Adding with^]^ That many
Jbould
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/hould come from the farthefi Part of the JVorld^ and have a

Place in the Kingdom of Heaven with the Patriarchs Abra-

ham, Ifaac, (tnd Jacob : While the Jews, the very Children

of the Kingdom^ Jbould be excluded^ and caft into the Place

of the utmofi Darknefs^ Outcries^ and Defpair. To this ex-

traordinary Faith Jefiis added the Cure, telling them, It

Jhould be according to the CenturionV Beliefs and upon their

Return, they found the Servant in perfedl: Health.

The next Day Jefas departed w^ith his Difciples from Ca- ^"^' 7«

fernaum^ and in his Journey entered Naim^aCky o£ Galilee^
''' *'''

not far from Nazareth^ w^ith great Multitudes after him.

At his Arrival at the City Gate, he was met by a Funeral

AfTembly, with a dead Corps, carryM out upon a Bier, the

only Son of a Widow, furrounded by a numerous Atten-

dance. The Sight of this poor afflided Wdiow mov'd the

CompafTion of our Lord, who bad her ceafe her Tears, and

touching the Bier, and pronouncing thefe Words, Toung

Man^ I command thee to arife ; the dead Perfon reviv'd, fat

up, and fpoke, and was deliver'd found to his Mother.
This was the firft Perfon that our Saviour rais'd from the

Dead ; which was a Thing fo wonderful and furpriiing,

that it caus'd a great Terror to the whole Multitude, who
glorifying God, declared, T'hat a mighty Prophet wasfprung
up among them^ and that God had vijited his People : Ana
the Fame of it was fpread throughout the whole Country
of Judcea^ and the neighbouring Provinces.

Ill* Our Lord's Fame daily encreafing, and John Bap- '^''•"»

tift in Machccrus Caftle, being inform'd of his great Mira- J^„V 7,

cles, after five Months Imprifonment, he fent two of his 18-2 3I

Difciples to "Jefiis^ enquiring of him, whether he was really

the Mcffiah, or -ivhether they were to expeSl another "l De-
figning by this the full Confirmation of his Difciples Faith ;

and perhaps hot without fome Expectation of being himfelf
freed by his miraculous Power. Our Lord inftead of gi-

ving a direct Anfwer to their Qucflion, wrought many Mi-
racles in their Prefence, and then orderM them to go and
inform their Mafler what they had heard and feen\ particu-

larly^ the Blind faiv^ the Lame walked^ the Lepers were
cleans'*d^ the Deaf heard^ the Dead were rais^d^ and the Poor
had the Gofpel preached to ther/i : Pronouncing a Blelling to

all fnch as were not fcandaliz'd at his mean Condition in this

World.

At the Departure of thefe MefTengers, Jefns continu'd Mat.i^.

his Difcourfe concerning John to the Multitudes then pre-
'^^2t'-^

lent, 14- 5J.
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fent, demanding of them Why they in fuch T'hrongs went to

the Defart ? Was it to fee fome little T'rifle ; or to fee a Man
adorn'd with all the Marks of Splendor and Delicacy ; or rather

to fee a Prophet'^ Adding withal, That he was 'more timn a
Prophet^ being the very t^erfon foretold by the Prophets ; and
there calVd the Mellenger of God to prepare his Ways be-

fore him : Solemnly declaring, That there had not been a
greater Prophet born of a Woman than he

; ^et the mcaneft
evangelical Minificr^ in refpedi of the Clearnefs and Perfedi-
en of theDodrine^ exceeded him. From the beginning of his

Preachings the Kingdom of Heaven was prefs'*d into^ and as

it were invaded by the ordinary Perfons and Publicans, wha
received his Baptifm ; but the proud Scribes and Pharifees,

who pretended mojl Right to the Kingdom ^ had rejeded his

'Baptifm and the Counfel of God. All the Prophets and the

Law did point out the MelTiah ''till John; but be did it more
illuflrioujly.^ and was the i^^/^yElias, who was to come\ there-

fore they ought to acknowledge him. And being deeply con-
cerned for the Blindnefs and Hardnefs of their Hearts, he
compared them to thofe fiubborn and perverfe Children.^ who
flaying in the Market., would not anfwer their Companions
either when they pip'*d merrily., or fung mournfully to them.

For when John' appear"*d with great Aufterities., they declared

him MadandPoffefs'd\ but when he himfelf came with a more,

open andfree Converfation., they prdnounc'^d him a Glutton and
a Sot., and a Friend to Publicans and Villains : But the Wif-
dom of God wou'd be jufiifyd by her genuine Offspring. From
thence he took Occafion to upbraid the Obftinacy and Im-
penitency of fevcral Cities where he had wrought Miracles;

particularly denouncing Woes againfl Chorazin and Bethfaida,

more efpecially his proud City Capernaum, which from its Ex-
altatton to Heaven., Jbou'd be brought down to Hell\ decla-

ring, That if the Pagan Cities., Tyre and Sidon hadfeen the

Miracles that were feen /;^ Chorazin ^WBethfaida,^^^^^'^^^^'^

ha^e repented even in Sackcloth and Ajhes : And if that abo-^

minable Place Sodom hadfeen the Miracles that were wrought

in Capernaum, it luou'd have flood ''till that Day. Therefore

in the dreadful Day of Judgment., it pou^d be more tolerable

for Tyre and Sidon, and even for Sodom it felf than for

thofe impenitent Cities. But lincc thefe Things were mylle-

rious, he celebrated the Name of hvs Father., the Lord of

Heaven and Earth ; whofe good Pleasure it was to conceal the

Gofpel-Salvation from the lVQrldly-Wife.,and reveal it to nnex^

perienc^d Infants : Declaring, That the Father had deliver''

d

aJl Things into his Hands ; who only knev) the Son throughly .-
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Nor cou''d any Man know the Father befides the Son^ and he

to whom the Son pou'd reveal him. Concluding his Dif-

courfe with thefe comfortable Exprcflions, Come to me., all

you vjho labour under the Burthen of your Sins., and I will

aive you Reft : Tfake my Toke upon you., and be taught by me^

who am meek and humble fpiritedj and your Soulspat^nd
Refrepment : For my Toke ts pleafant., and my Burtheuijight,

Alluding, as fome think, to his former Trade of making
Yokes and Ploughs.

Upon finifliing his Difcourfe, a certain Pharifee callM
^f'"^^

Simon., out of Curiofity, defircd him to dine with him, ^
'^**

which was readily granted. At the Table, a Woman of
infamous Life, callM Mary Magdalene., out of whom he

had ejeScd feven impure Spirits, came trembling behind

him, and with a Flood of Tears wafh'd his Feet, wiped

them with the Hair of her Head, kifTed them, and anointed

them with a mod precious Ointment. Which F'amiiiarity

was a great Offence to the Mailer of the Houfe, who im-

mediately concluded within himfelf, That if Jefus had beert

a Prophet., he would have known her to have been a lewdlVo^

man., and not have permitted her to touch him. But Jefus

knowing his Thoughts, and to re6lifie his miftaken Noti-

ons, propos'd to him an Example of a certain Creditor,

who had two Debtors, one owing him ten times as much
as the other , but finding them unable to pay, he frankly

forgave both their Debts: Demanding of this Pharifee^

IVhich of the two would have the greateji Love for his Cre-
ditor'^. Simon anfwer'd him, He fuppos'^d the greatefl Debtor.

Which Anfwer being approv'd of by Jefus., he thus made
the Application. At my Entrance into your Houfeyou gave
me no IVater for my Feet., nor no Kifs., nor no Oil for my
Head., according to the Cuftoms of Hofpitality ; but this Wo-
m,an has exceeded even thofe Cufioms., us^d her Tears infiead

ef If'^ater., beflow"*d her Ktfs upon my very Feet., and anointed

them with rich Odors: Therefore her hove was great., bccaufe

her Sins that were forg: cen her were great alfo:, but of thofe

who were lefs cmfcioiis of their Sins., the hove would be pro-

portionable. Upon which he made this noble Declara-
tion to her. That her Sins were forgiven her. The Guefts

at the Table were inwardly offended at his pretending to

forgive Sins ; but our Lord contemning the private Mur-
murings of this proud Generation, bad the Woman depart

in Peace., for her Faith had fa'Sd her. It is very uncertain

where this was tranfaded, whether in Galilee or Judcca:
Lightfoot thinks in the latter, and at Bethany near Jerufa-
leyn : Hov/ever v/c find him not long after in Galilee., go- ^"'^' ^•

ins '
'•
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jng through every City and Village, preaching the joyful

Tidings ot the Kingdom of God, being accompany'd not
only with his twelve Apoftles, but alfo with many piquj?

Women, particularly Mary Magdelene^ and Jomna^ Wife
to King Herod^s Steward Chuza, with Sufanna^ and ma-
ny others, who having been cured of feveral Difeafes, out
of Gratitude'attended him, alTifted him with their Purfes,

and ifeame part of his holy College.

j^istt. II.
^'^^^^ ^ ^^"^ Months Progrefs, our Lord returned again

ai- 3*7.
*

to his own City Capernaum^ where in a fhort Time liich

^''^ 3- Multitudes of People repaired to him, that neither he nor
*5"5^'

1^15 Difciples could find Time to eat: which, when his

Kindred heard, they went to refcue him, fearing he might
be too much tranfported by his Miniflry, and endangered

by the Throng. At the fame time he was prefented with
a miferable Spe61:acle, a poor Demoniack, depriv'd both of
his Speech and Eye-Sight ; but by his miraculous Power he
foon reftor'd him to both, to the great Allonilhent of all

the People, who immediately cry'd out, Is not this the Son.

of David, or the Meiiiah ? But the proud Pharifees and Do-
flors of the Law, who came from Jerufalem^ rather than

acknowledge this Honour, moll malicioufly and impioully

afcribM the Miracle to the Power of the Devil, and even
to Beelzebub the worft of the Devils. Therefore our Lord,
to vindicate himfelf, firft urg'd, T'hat as every Kingdomy
City or Houfe mufl fall to the Ground^ if it be divided againjl

it felf\ fo 'muft Satan'i Kingdom^ if it was fo far divided^ as

to leyid AJfiftance againji it felf and one Devil to caft out ano-

ther. Secondly, If he ejeded Devilsby Beelzebub, bywhom
did their own Exorctfls pretend to do it ? 'Therefore they were,

fufficient to condemn their ungrounded Malice. But thirdly,

Since he did it by a Divine Power., it was evident that the

Kingdom of God., or the Melliah was come among them : Or
elfe how could Satan be thus majier'*d and pillag^dy but by one.

flronger than himfelf ? And that he was an Enemy to. Satan,

their own Proverb tcjlify'd., viz. He who was not for a Man
was againfl him. After this, he Ihew'dthem the fatal Dan-
ger of their Malice, folemnly declaring. That all other Sins

and Biafphemies were of a pardonable Nature., but the Blaf-

phemy agalnji the Holy-Ghoji was otherwife. That the Ca-
lumnies and Reflexions that were made againfi his Perfon^

were pardonable upon Repentance'^ but their blafpheming the

Holy-Ghofi., the clear Light of that Power by which he^

wrought h:s Miracles^ pould never be pardoned., neither in

this iVorld., nor by Death it felf; which., as they imagrnd^

atton^d for all Biafphemies. But fince every good or bad Tree
ivds
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vjas known by its Fruity it was not to be txpeSied that fuch a

'Venomous Generation pould utter any Thing that was good;

for what Men [poke proceeded from the Plenitude or Repofi-

tors of the Hearty and as that Treasure was good or evil^ fo

were thetr tVords. Declaring farther, That Men Jhould give

an Account at the Day of Judgment^ for every evil Word
they fpoke ; and that their Words pould either clear or con-

demn them.

Noiwithftanding the Scribes and Pharifees had fufficient ^'*ff* '».

Means of Convidion from our Saviour's Miracles; yet
j^J'/"!'

after this they impudently demanded of him fome new Sign 3
1"!

jj-.

or Miracle to evidence his MilTion. But Jefus pronounc'd ^«^' 8,

them an impious and illegitimate Generation^ and they pould '^"^''

have no Sign for their Convidion^ but only one for their Con^

.

demnaiion; namely that 0/ Jonas, whofe Deliverance from the

Whale's Belly., after three Days Confinement^ was an emi-

nent T\pe of his KefurreBion^ after as long a Continuance of

his Boky in the Bowels of the Earth. And the Inhabitants of

Nineveh, a Pagan City., and alfo the Queen of Sheba, pould
rjfe up in Judgment againjl this Generation^ and condemn it

;

for the former repented at the Preaching of Jonas, and the

latter took a vafl Journey to partake of the Benefit of Solo-

monV Wifdom ; but they refts'*d to hearken to one far greater

than either Jonas or Solomon. Therefore itpould be with

thefe impious People.^ as with a Man difpoffefs'd of an impure

Demon., who having been cleansed and reformed., receiveshim a-

gain with feven other Spirits more wicked than the firji., and
jo makes his Condition more wretched and deplorable than

ever: Intimating and foretelling the dreadful Apoftacies,

as well as Corruptions of the Jewip Nation. In thefe

Difcourfes he was interrupted by fome who told him, That
hts Mother and his Kindred zvere without., dejiring to fpeak
with him ; but he being dilfatisfyM with their unfeafonable

Prcffing, to fhew that thofe Relations were lefs than the

Tyes of Duty and Religion, firfl ask'd, Who were his Mo-
ther and his Kindred'i And then pointing to his Difciples,

he declared, That they were his trueji Relations^ who heard
the H^ord of God and praxis'd it.

The fame Day our Lord left the Houfe, and for the Ma:t,ir^,

greater Conveniency repaired to the Sea Shore ; where be-
^^^^

ing follow'd by the fame Multitudes, to avoid the Throngs ,-^9.
^

he entered a Veffel, and taught them from thence. His ^"^^ 8-

Preaching was now different trom his former Way, yetvc« **"*•

ry ufi.ial among the Jewip Nation, which was by Wdy of
Parables or oblcure Similitudes, under which were hidmy-

iterious
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fterious Truths, bright enough to fhew the Peoples Infide-

lity, tho' not to dilpel their Mgyptiaa'DaYknQrs, which they

had contra6ted by their habitual Obftinacy. i . The King-
dom of Heaven was like a Sower of Corn^ who Scattering

his Seed on feveral Sorts of Grounds^ That which fell on the

Path-JVay^ was devour''d by the Birds : That which fell a-

mong Jhny 'Places^ for waiit of Mould and Depth of Earth
fprung UP fuddenly^ and upon the Sun's Approach was fcorch'^d

and wither''d away : That which fell ar/iong Thorns^ was Jii^

fled by them ; and that which fell upon good Ground^ brought

Zdatt, 1^' fo'^th Fruit in Abundance^ according to its Nature. 2. The
a*" 3^* Kingdom of Hea-ven was like a Man who fowed good Seed ift

his Field^ but afterwards difcov€r^d it to be mix'^d with TareSy

or Darnel^ which his Enemy had fown in the Night ; and
thd* his Servants when they faw it dejired to weed it up., yet

he would not permit it^ lefi the Corn jhould be endanger''d by

?V, but order'^d that both jhould grow up together ^till H.arvefi%

and then the Reapers pould bind the Darnel in Bundles to be

burnt., and gather the Wheat into his Barn. 3. The King-
dom of Heaven was like a Gram of Mujiard Seed fown in a
Field., which was the fmalleji of all Seeds., yet when grown
uf., it was the largefi of Herbs ; and became a Tree fuffic'ient

for the Birds of the Air to lodge 'tn its Branches. 4. The
Kingdom of Heaven was like a little Leaven^ which being

put into a large Quantity of Meal., it leaven d the whole Mafs,
Thefe and many other "^Things did our Lord deliver to the

Multitude, exciting their Attention, all in Parables, and
nothing without; accomplifhing, as St. Matthew obferves,

the Words of the Pfalmiil: ; ' / wiH open my Mouth in Pa-
' rabies., andpublijjj Secrets which were fo fror/i the Creatioft

' of the World.
Matt, 13. Upon our Lord's Retirement from the Multitudes, his

m'uX^' Difciples defirM to be inform'd why he delivered himfelf to

70-29.' the People in Parables and Similitudes: He told them,
Lnke 8. That to them it was given to know the Mvfteries of Heaven.,
'"^9- but it was not to thofe obfl'tnate People

\ for whofoever im-
proved what he had., JJjould receive in abundance ; but he who
did not fo., Jhould lofe all. Therefore he fpoke to them in ob"

fcure Parables., becaufe they faw and did not perceive^

heard and would not under(land \ therein verifying IfaiahV

Prophecy .^

' Tou Jhall hear with your Ears and not under[land.,
' andfee with your Eyes and not perce'ive : For the Hearts of
' this People are gro-wn fiupid., the'tr Ears deafned., and their

' Eyes clos''d\ lefi the'tr Eyes jhould direSi them., their Ears
* teach them^ their Hearts 'inJlrtiH them., and convert them.,

' and
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* and IfiofCd heal them. Bnt T'he'tr Eyes and Ears were

hlejfed^ for 'They bothfaw and heard
'^
and had the Happinefs

of hearing andfee'mg what many great Prophets and holy Mett

€arneflly long'd for withont obtaining. Then he thus ex-

plain'd to them the Parable of the Sower : The Seed is the

l4^ord of God., and that which fell on the 'Path-Way
.,

relates

to him who hears tht '-f^ord., but for want of due Attention.^

Satan comes and catches what was fown in his Heart. That
which fell among fiony Places.^ relates to him who hears tht^

IVord.^ and immediately receives it with Joy ; but for want of

Root^ continues but for a Time., being dtfcouragd by the firjl

Afflidions and Perfecutions that arife upon its Account. That

fown among Thorns relates to him., who after hearing the

IVord., is incumber'*d with the Cares and Pleafures of the

World., and the Deceitfaivef^ of Riches., which Jlifle it., and
render it fruitlefs. But that fown in good Ground relates to

him who hears the Word with Patience., and with an honefl

and good Heart., prodhcmg Fruit according to the utmoji of
his Abilities, it is not uj'ual^ added he, for People to light

up a Candle and put it under a Bujhel., but in a Place where
it is mofi beneficial

\ fo no advantag.ous SecretJhou'd lie hid^

but fhoj^d come abroad., and be made manifefi. They ought

therefore to take care how., and what they heard\ for the im-
prover jhou'd receive great Advantage., but the other lofe alL

And it was in the Kingdom, of Heaven juft as with a Man.,

who having once fown his Seed^ it grevj up gradually he knew
not how

; firfi the Blade., then the Ear., and then the full

Corn., ''till it was fit for the Sickle.

Upon this, his Difciples aifo defir'd him to explain to them Matu^i,
the Parable of the Darnel in the Field, which hedidinthefe 36--.ri/'

Words : The Sower of thegoodSeed is the Son of God., the Field

is the World., thegoodSeedtloe Children ofthe Kingdom., the Dar-
ncl the Children of Darknefs., the Enemy fowing it the Devil., the

Harvefl theEadofthe World., and the Reapers the Angels. There-
fore as the Darnel is gathered up., and bkrnt in the Fire

; fo
at the End of the Worldpall the Son of God fend his A'ngels

and gather out all vjicked Offenders., and cafl them into a fie-

ry Furnace of Lamentations and Defpair : While the Righte-
ous jhall be glorious as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Fa-
ther. After this he added three other Parables, i. The
Kingdom of Heaven was like a vafi Treafure hid in a Field.,

which being found by a Man., he conceal d it., and for Joy of
the Difcover\\ fold all he was worth., to purchafe that Field,

2. It was like a Merchant trading for rich Pearls., zvho find-
ing one of extraordinary Value., fold all his other Stock., and
hcught that. 3. It was like a remarkable Net catching ali

hrtds
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kinds of Fijh ; which being full^ and drawn apore-^ the good
were gathered into f^effels^ and the bad caft away, yuji jo it

(hou'd be at the End of the IVorld^ when the Angels Jhou'd
come forth^ and fcfarate the Wicked from among the Juji^
and caft them into a fiery Furnace of Lamentations ari^d De-
fpair. Laft of all he ask'd them, IVhether they underftood
all thefe T'hings^ and upon their anfwering in the Affirma-
tive, he told them, That every Gofpel-Teacher ought to r^-

femble a well-furnijWd Houfe-Keeper^ who brings all things

out of his Repofitory^ both old and new^ according to the Oc-
cajions of his Guefis.

Matth. 8.
. 1V • Our Blefled Saviour continued but a fhort Time

x8- 22. in Capernaum^ before he refolvM to crofs the Lake, or Sea

^'•r-6x
^^ Galilee., into the Dominions of Phtlip the Tetrarch, and
order'd his Difciples to prepare a VefTel accordingly, it be-

ing now about Michaelmas time. As he was ready to take

Shipping, a certain Scribe., hoping to gain fome great Advan-
tage or Reputation, came to him, and told him, That he was
ready to follow him whitherfoever he went. But Jefus foon gave

him a Check, by letting him knov;^, That he was to expe^
no temporal Profit from him., who wanted even the Convenien-

cies of Foxes and Birds., who had their Holes and thetr Nefts.,

while he had no Place to lay his Head. But tho' he rejedted

the proud Scribe., he treated one of his Difciples after ano-

ther Manner, commanding him to follow him; but this Di-
fciplc dcfuing Leave to bury a dead Father tirfl:, he made
anfwer, Let the Dead., thofe who feek no Immortality^ bury

tJocir Dead , but do you go and preach the Kingdom of God.

To thefe Si. Luke adds a third Pcrfon, v^ho being delirous to

foliov/ Chrift., bcgg'd to go and bid them firll Adieu that were
of his Family, and difpofe of his Goods; but Jefus let him
know, That whofoever laid his Hand to the Plough., and
looked back., was unfit for the Kingdom of God. Intimating,

that as a Plough-Man cannot look back without damaging
his Work ; fo a Follower of Chrifi cannot look back with-

out hazarding his Salvation.

lUvh. 8. About the Evening Jefus cmbark'd for the other Shore,

^m'V'
^'^^ ^'^'^ Difciples, who had fent away the Multitudes ; but

36-41?* there being feveral other fmall Ships in the Port, part of
LhU 8. them made ufc of them, and accompany'd him. Being un-
a2-ij.

(j(.j. g^ji^ jjj^^ weary'd with his Day's Service, or to try the

Faith of his Difciples, he retir'd himfelf to the Stern of the

Ship, and fell afleep. At which Time there arofe a mod
terrible Storm, fo violent and impetuous, that the whole
Ship was almoll fwallowM \\\i\\ the Waves, and the Men

ill
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ill the mod imminent Danger. Whereupon his Difciples in

a great Confternation awoke him, and with a dilmal Out-

cry call'd, Lord, fave ///, or we perijb ! Then blaming them for

their Fears, and the Weakneis of their Faith, he arofe, and

rebuk'd the Storm, and commanded the Waters to be ifill.

•Immediately the Elements obey'd the Words of their Crea-

tor, and there was a great Calm, and no iels Wonder and

reverential Dread among his Difciples,^ and thofe in the o-

ther Ships, who were Partakers both of the Danger and De-
liverance. And this being the firft Miracle they had feen

of this Kind, and having Ibmething in it very furprizing

and allonilliing, they cry'd out, l^'/jaf fori of Mem ts this^

to whom the very Winds and Seas are obedient !

Our Lord, the next Morning landed on the Eaft Side of ^g^-f
•
^'

the Lake, in Philip's Dominions^ and the Province of Tra- iv/IZ^'y.

conitisj in that Part of it call'd the Country of the Gada- 1-20.

re/ies or Gergefenes^ the Reli6ls of one of the old Canaani- ^"^'' ^•

tip Nations; a Country inhabited partly by Jews^ and part- * "^^*

ly by Gentiles. Upon his firft Arrival, two poflejOTed Men
gricvoufly diftra6i:ed, with fome poor Rags about them,
came running towards him, and fell at his Feet and adored
him. Both were hideous Spe£lacles, but one much fiercer

than the other, being only remember'd by St. Mark and St.

Ltike^ who Day and Night made difmal Outcries, and cut

his Fleili with fharp Stones ; and tho' he had often been
loaden with Fetters and Chains, he as often broke them in

Pieces, ranging with his Companion among the Rocks and
Tombs, and fo furious and outrageous, that no Traveller

durft pafs that Way. Upon their Approach to Jefns^ the

Devils who fpoke by their Mouths, cry'd out, T'hat hezuas

the Son of the mojl high God^ fearing that hg came to torment
them before their 'Time. Our Lord ask'd the mod furious

Man, what w^as his Name; who anfwer'd him Ltgion., be-

caufe fuch a Multitude of Devils liad pofTefs'd him : And
lince it is one of the greatefl Torments for thcfe infernal

Spirits to be reftrain'd from doing Mifchief to Men, they

earneflly implor'd him, // he caji them out of the pofjefs'd

Perfons^ not to fend them into the Ahyfs^ but to permit them
to enter into an Herd of Swine feeding upon the Mountains not

far off., probably fortheufe of the Roman G2in\)^oi\s and Fo^
reigners. Jefus., partly to fhew his own Authority, and
the Greatnefs" of the Deliverance, and partly to try the

Faith of the Gadarenes., and perhaps to punilh the Ov/ners
for their Contempt of the Law, readily permitted them to

enter the Swine, which was accompany'd w ith furprizing

Effects ; for the whole tjerd ran furioully upon the Rocks,
I and
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and caft themfelves head-long into the Lake, where no lefs

than two thoufand were drowned, and utterly loft. The
Devils immediately betray 'd their malicious Deligns of pre-

venting the Gadurcnes Convcrffon : For the Keepers of the

Swine luddcnly fled, and in a great Fright reported this

ftrange Accident in the City Gadara^ and the neighbouring
Places; which brought great Multitudes to the Place, where
they found the Man who was freed from the Legion of
Devils, fitting at the Feet Oijefus^ cloath'd, and perfeftly

found \\\ Mind, to their great Fear and Amazement. And
the whole City of Gadara^ which coniifled of Jews^ Greeks
and Syrians^ went out to meet Jefus^ looking upon hlni

with a flrangc kind of Terror : For tho' they had a great

Venefation for him who had )io much Power over theDe*
vils, yet they fear'd the Man who had driven their Swine
into the Sea ; and therefore, either thinking themfelves un-
worthy of his Prelence, or fearing farther Damages, they
befought him to depart out of their Country. The Man
who had receiv'd the greatdt Deliverance was fo fenlible

of the lignal Mercy of God, that he begg'd of Jefus to fuf-

fcr him. to go along with him ; but he order'd him to re-

turn to his Houfe and his trie?zds^ and to declare and publijh

luhat wonderful Things the Lord had done for him\ which
he did in many Places to the Wonder of all Men. By
following Chrift^ he wou'd only have benefitted himfelf

;

but by publifhing this Miracle to others, he might be a

Means to caufe them to believe in the Mejjunh.
Mmh. 9. Our Lord embarking again, crofs'd the Lake, and re-

^^I'J,;;
turn'd to his own City Capernaum^ where the People were

I Ail* r^ady to receive him with great Joy and Satisfadion. And
Luke s. at the fame Time, or fhortly after, his Apoftle Matthew
^9-3^' made a great Feall for him; and among the Difciples were

alfo many of his former Profeflion, PzSUcans^ and feveral

others of no flrid Life and Manners. The Sight of which
mix'd Company was a great Offence to the nice Scribes

and Pharifees^ who murmur'd extreamly, and demanded of
the Difciples, U^'hy their Majier ivond offer to eat and drink

with fuch fcandalous Perfons as Publicans andknown Sinners ?

But Jefus foon let them know, T'hat as the Healthful need-

ed no Phvfictan^ fo he came not to ajjlfl ftich^ hut Sinners who
needed his Help : 'Therefore they ought to learn the Meaning of

Hofea'j l>f^ords^ ' I chufe Mercy before S^cnncQ^andthey wou^d

foon know that Charitv toward Mens Souls was preferable to

Sacrifice and Ceremonies. Being filcnc'd by thefe Words,
they joined with fome of Johf/'s Difciples then prefent,

and malicioufly dcm.anded of him, IVhy his Difciples oh-

fer-iPd
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fervid no Fajls^ when they themfehes and the Difciples of

John obfew d many ? Whereupon our Lord told them, That

it was not to be expeded that the [fecial Friends of the Bride--

groom JhotCd fajl and afflict themfehes^ while they had his

Company ; but the Time Jhou'd come when the Bridegroom.

Jbou'd be remov'd^ and then they Jhou'd have Reajon to faji

and mourn. Befides it wou'd be as prepojlerous to imOofe ri-

gorous Aujierittes upon his Difciples.^ who were but l^lovices

in Religion.^ as tofew a new piece of rough Cloth upon a rot-

ten Garment., which tears it in pieces ; or to put new IVtne

into old Wine-Bags., which breaks the Bags and defiroys the

Liquor. Adding farther, That fuch as have been k/^g us''d

to old Wine., cou'd not be immediately brought to drink new.

This Difcourfe and Apology of our Lord's was inter- Matth.^,

ruptcd by the coming inof y^/>/zf,the chief Ruler of the Sy- 18-2.*.

nagogue, who with the greateft Marks of Sorrow, fell pro-
f^^l^',^;

ftrate at his Feet, humbly J)egging of him to come to his lake ?!

Houfe and lay his Hands upon an only Daughter of his., about 4i-"t-8»

twelve Tears of Age., and juft ready to expire ; but his Pre-

fence wou'd certainly recover her. Jefus being ready to af-

fift all Believers and afflidled Perfons, without Delay fol-

lowed him, being accompany'd with his Difciples, and great

Throngs of People, who prefs'd forwards to be Spedators
of the Cure : Among whom was a certain Woman v\^ho

was tormented with an unnatural Flux of Blood for twelve
Years together, and had fpent her whole Eftate upon Phy-
iicians, but without any Relief

; yet fo tlrong and noble
was her Faith, that fhe was certain of a Cure, if Ihe cou'd
get to touch but the Hem of his Garment : Which flie did,

and found her felf perfedly found. Jefus., to whom Se-
crecy it felf was open and known, immediately turn'd him-
felf about in the Throng, and demanded who touch''d him ?

On the other fide Fcter admir'd at this Queftion, when he
was prefs'd and crowded by the Multitudes; but Jefus ^p^x-

fifted in the Enquiry, declaring, That fome one had touched

him., becaufe he perceived lurtue was gone out of him ; 'till

theWoman with great Fear and Trembling, becaufe it was
unlawful for unclean Perfons to touch others, difcover'd

before the People both tnc Caule, and miraculous Etfeds
of her touching him. But our Lord was io far f^om re-

buking her that he call'd her Daughter., applauded her Faith,

and attributed her Cure to the Strength of that. St. Am-
hrofe fuppofes this Woman to have been Martha^ Sifter to

Lazarus'^ but Eufebius reports her to have been an Inhabitant

of Cefar.va Philippic who ouc of Gratitude erefted a brazen

Statue of our Lord before xier Door, and another of her

I 2, own
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own proftratc at his Feet : But this and the reft of the Seo-

ry has been often doubted.
Matth. 9. During this Adion, the Delay prov'd fatal to "Ja'trus^ as

"!«

/"
f^; heimas;iird; for a Meflage was brought to him, 'That his

Mark S' r\ 1^ II 1 J ' 1 1 r

3f-45. Daugmer ivas really dead^ f.nd tt was tn vatn to trouble Jc-
Liike 8. fus ans farther \ conceiving, that tho' he cou'd cure Difea-
45-j-^.

^^^^ y^j. j^Qj^g couM recover Life. But Jejus dill bad Ja'i-

rus fear nothings if he did but believe^ Jhe Jhou'd be reJlor\i : .

And approaching the Houfe, .they found the Muficians and
Mourners already come, who were deploring her Death
with mournful Tunes and loud Lamentations^ according to

the Cuilom of thofe Times. Jcfus delired them to ceafe

their funeral Ceremonies^ for the Girl was not dcad^ hut only

afleep ; but they derided him, knowing (he was dead, and
not knowing, that with him there was no Difference be-

tween Dcatn, and a common Sleep. Then chuiing only
Peter

^ James and John^ a Triumvirate which he generally

us'd upon extraordinary Occalions ; and taking alfo the

Girl's Father and Mother, he dilmifs'd the refl of the Com-
pany, and cntcr'd the Chamber where the Corps lay. And
taking her by the Hand, he commanded her to arife ; by
which powerful Words he reilor'd her to Life, and fhe im-
mediately rofe up, and walk'd about the Room, to the ex-

ceeding Amazement of her Parents, whom he order'd to

give her fomething to eat. 'Tliis was the fccond Perfon

whom our Lord raisM from the Dead ; which flill en-

creas'd his Fame throughout all the Land: Yet at the fame
Time he wrought it in Secret, and llri61:ly commanded the

Silence of her l^arents ; and this either becaufe Capernaum
had lb much forfeited the Benefit of his Revelations, or

becaufe he wou'd not too much haflen the Effeds of the

incurable Malice of the Scribes and Pharifees.

Mj'th, 9. Our Lord returning from the Houfe of Jairus^ was fol-

«'7"34- low'd in the Streets by two poor blind Men, who cry'd

after him, Son of David^ have Mercy on us ! a true Ac-
knowledgment of his Perfon. Jefus feem'd to take no No-
tice of them 'till he enter'd his Houfe ; but the Men fol-

lowing him thither, becaufe of the great Infidelity of the'

City, he firll demanded of them, IVhcther they believ''d he

was able to rejlore their Sight ? Upon their anlwering in

the Affirmative, and calling him Lord^ he touch'd their

Eyes, faying, Be it according to your Faith ; and their Eyes

were immediately opcn'd. And tho' he ftricUy charg'd them
to conceal the Miracle, yct-thefe over-joy'd Pcrfons cou'd

not contain themfelves from fpreading it in all Parts. After

Che blind Men were gone, the People brought to him a

dumb
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duwb Man po^cfs'd with a Demon ; which being cad out

by our Lord, the Pcrfoii immediately recovered his Speech,

to the great Allonilhmait of the Multitudes, who cry'd

OMt^ fuch "Things wi're never jeen in Ifrael ! But the Phari-

Jees[j perfidiii^ in their old Malice, and unpardonable Biaf-

phcmy, declar'd as formerly, TLa Joe ejetted Devils by the

Help 6/ Beelzebub their Prmce.

Our Lord having made no long Stay in Capernaum^ depart- ^-^'^' » v
ed with his Diiciples to fome other Places in G^//7rf; andtho'

J^^,(^J
about a Year before, he h;idbeen iinpioully and barbaroufly 1-6.

treated by his own City Nazareth^ yet he thought tit to

offer them Mercy once again. And on a Sabbath Day he

enter'd their Synagouge, and taught the Inhabitants ; who
tho' they were all allonifa'd at his Abilities, were yet fcan-

daliz'd at his Perfon, crying out, From whence has this Alan

thefe extraordinary Faculties^ and thefe wonderful Endow-
ments ? Is not this the Carpenter^ the Son of Jofeph and Ma-
ry, the Kinfman of James and Jofes, Simoij and Jude >

And do not we know all his Kindred and Relations ? Then
how comes he by fuch I'Vifdom and Knowledge ? And they

were exceedingly offended at him. But Jcfus iiiiform'd them,

That a Prophet never wanted Honour^ but in his own Coun-
try^ among his own Kindred^ and in his own Houfe. And
being fiirpriz'd and deeply concern'd fpr their great Infide-

lity, he refus'd to work any Miracle there, but only the

Cure of a few fick Perfons, leaving them to the Judgment
of their impenitent Hearts.

This concluded the fecond Year of our Saviour's pub- Tae^tus,

lick Minillry ; in which Year the City of Rome futter'd ^'<»»'

piuch from the wicked Policy of the Emperor Tbcrius^ and
the fubtle Dciignsof liis great Favourite J>V/^;^/zj-. The Em-
peror had formerly becji freed from his fuppos'd Rival
Germanicus^ and in the Year when he Pent Pilate into Ju^
dcva^ by the crafty Inlinuations of Sejanus^ he retired whol-
ly from Romf^ and abandon'd himfelf to all the Mifchiefs

that attend Jealoulle and Cruelty, as well as Lufl and De-
bauchery; which occalion'dJ>V'Vz/^/i.f to attempt both his Life

and Empire; but he was prevented and puniih'd with tha

Death of himfelf and p^amily, in the fame Year of which
we are treating. His Death rather encreas'd the Emperor's
jealous Temper; but a^i Philo obferves, he foon underllood
that the Crimes which Sejanus had laid to the Je-jjs Charge,

>vere fcign'd by himfelf; and therefore he commanded the

Governors of all Provinces, that in every Town theyilipu'd

fpare that Nation, except a very few who were guilty of

fnormous Crimes ; and that they fhouM alter none of theip

13' Cuitoms^
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Cuftoms, but fliou'd look upon fchofe People as Lovers of
Peace, -and their Cuftoms as conducing to the publick Tran-
quility. So that the Jews were generally unmolefted in

this Emperor's latter Days ; and 'tacttus obferves that in

^udcea they had a long Peace under Tiberius ; that is, they
nad no fuch publick Seditions, as cou'd give any great Di-
fturbance to the Roman State. Which we ought to conli^

der as one great Reafon, and a fair Solution of that Que-
ftion, why among the Roman Writers there is fo remark^
able a Silence of our Saviour's Adions : For they fcarce

ever publifh'd any thing of Foreign Countries, but where
they themfelves were concerned, or where it tended to their

particular Honour and Fame.

The third Tear ofChxiSCs publick Minijiry,

A. D. y • The Beginning of our Saviour's third Year of his

32. publick Miniftry was v/ith a general Vifitation of Galilee^

Tiber, and his repairing to moft of the Cities and Villages of that

j^ Province ; teaching in the publick Synagogues, preaching

19- the Gofpel, and curing all Kinds of Dileaies and Diftem-

^^!%
^' pers among the People. But at length obferving the nu-

Mark 6. merous Multitudes and Throngs of People he was mov'd
6. with a generous Pity and Compaflion towards them, as be-

ing like fo many Sheep languirfiing, and difpers'd for want
of Shepherds to take Care of them. Upon which Account
he IbrrowfuUy told his Difciples, That there -was a plenti-r

ful Gofpel-Harveft^ hut a Scarcity of Reapers : Therefore they

jhoH d beg of the Lord of the Harvefl^ to fend Reapers inta

his Field.

Matt, 102 For this Reafon our Lord thought fit to fend forth his

2-1 f. twelve Apoftles, to preach the Gofpel, and to work Mira^

tilti.^' cles like himfelf, after they had been a confiderable Time
i.Hke 9. Learners and Hearers, and about eight Months after their

3-j' folemn Election. He fent them out by Two and Two
together, and probably -SisSt. Matthew ]o^i[[S them; namely,

Feter and his Brother Andrew^ James and his Brother

John., Philip and Bartholomew., Thomas and Matthew., James
and his Brother Jude., and Simon and Judas Ifcariot. And
that they rnighi efpecially depend upon his Prote61:ion, he

commanded them Not to incumber themfelves in their Jour-

ney with any^ Kind of Mony., or Provifton-Bags., nor with

Multiplicitv of Cloaths., Shoes or Staves for Defence : for as

they deferv^d., fo they might expe(2 a Suhfijiance from thofe

to whom they preach"*d. Next they pou'd preach ' That the

^ Kingdom
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* Kiugdom of Heaven or the Meffiah was at himd\ to which

they were to add all Kinds of Miracles^ as curing the Sicky

cleanji^g the Lepers^ raifing the Dcad^ and eje^tng Devils
'^

difpenjing thofc Gifts as freely as they received them : Bpitjiiil

they were to avoid going either to the Gentiles, or Samari-

tans. That in whatfoever City or Town they enter d^ they

jhou'd inquire after the moji worthy Perfqn^ and to avoidLe^
vity, continue there ''till they left the Place. And in every

Houfe they enter*d^ they jhou'd offer Peace to it by the Go-

ffel\ which if qualtfydy jhou^d receive the Blefjing ; but if U"

therwife.^ it fhoii'd return to them again. If any refused to

hearken to them., and rejeBed them., they at their Departure

pou'djhake off the Dufi of their Feet., for a Teftimony againjl

their Infidelity : folemnly afj'uring them., That itJJoould be

more tolerable for the Inhabitants of Sodom ..nd Gomorrah
in the Day of "Judgment., than for that People.

Our Lord ne^^t proceeded to let them know the Confe- ^Utt. lo.

quences of their Mini dry, cfpecially after his leaving tne i6-4i'

World, That they w^ere not to expeft Honours, Riches,

or temporal Advantages ; but on the contrary, were fent

r^to the H^orld like Ctheep^ amidji ravenous IVolves ; which
aught to teach them the iVary72efs of Serpents., as well as In^

nocence of Doves : For they Jhou'd be delivered up to the Jew-
iih Confifiories., fcourg'd in their Synagogues., and afterwards

brought before foreign Governors., and Potentates for his Sake^

to be Wttne[]es to both Jew and Gentile. That when they

were thus delivered up., they jkotCd not be folicitous aboutwhat
Anfwer to make

-^
for tn the fame Moment their Anfd>erjhou^

d

be given them from above^ and by the Impulfe of their Father*'!

Spirit ivtthin them. That they Jhou^d be hated by all Men
for his Sake ; and fuch Heats jhou^d. be rais'^d., that Fathers

and Children., and Brothers and Relations., jhou'd, perfecute

each other to Death ; but fuch m perfever^d to the lafi., potCd
efcape. Next he advis'd th^m in thefe Times of Perfecution^

to fly from one City to another ; and that the Son of Ma/t
Jlooii'd come to bring Vengeance upon the Nation.^ before they

had gone through all the Cities o/Ifrael. AndJince the Jews
bad blafphemoufly called h'rm Beelzebub, it was not to be ex-

peSled that his Difciples^ who were not above their Majler.,

jhou'd meet with a ' better TreatiAcnt. Therefore they ought

to be courageous., and fearlefty bring the Secret Truths of the

Gofpel to Light., and proclaim them as it were from the Houfe
Tops : Not regarding them who cou^d kill the Body^ and not

the Soul ; but o'/ily him who was able to dejlroy both Body and
Soul in the eternal Flames of Hell. That God's Providence

.extended to the Sparrows
.^

which were of fo fmall a Price^

I 4 w
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and to the very Hairs of their Heads ; and therefore certainly

much rather to them^ who were more valuable than a Multi-
tude of Sparrows : l^herefore whofoever Jhou'd acknowledge
him before Men^ he woud acknowledge that Pcrfon before his

Father in Heaven'^ but whofoever deny^d him before Men^
jhou''d meet with thefame ''treatment from Heaven. Then he
let them underdaad, lloat the firjl Effeds of his DoSirine

wojCd not be Peace., but War ; caujing fuch Marks of Dijlin-

Bi&n.^ as wott*dfct Fathers and Sons., Mothers and Daughters.^

aifd neareft Relations at Variance. For he who lov'd either

Father or Mother^ Brother or Sifier., more than him., or re-

fits''d even the Crofs it felf when his Gofpel requir'^d it., was
unworthy of his Favour : And he who fought hvs Life in this

Cafe^ jld0H''d utterly lofe it ; and he who lofl it., for his Sake.^

poii'd eterymily fy'id it. Laftiy, for an Encouragement to

them, he infonnM them, That whofoever receivd them., re-

ceiv'^d both Him and hvs Father who fent him ; and whofoever
received a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet., and out of Re-
gard to his Office^ floou^d be Partaker of the Prophefs Re-
ward ; and fo likewife of a Righteous Man. And farther.,

vjhofoeverjhou'd only give a Cup of cold Water to the leajl of
his Difciptes., for hts Mafler's Sakcj that Perfon pou*d in na

wife mifs of his Reward.
M.xtt.ii. Our Lord having thus given Commiffion to his Apoftles,

^•^ continu'd the Courie of his Preaching and Miniftry in Ga-

ji! i^' ^^^^^- At the fame Time, according to Order, the Apoftles
i.t(!^t 9. went into all Fiivts of Palc/iine inhabited by the 5^w.f, which
^' their Mafter calTd the lojl Sheep of the Houfe of Ifrael,

Preaching the Gofpel, and the Dodlrine of Repentance as

a Part of it, and working Miracles for its Confirmation.

And in their miraculous Cures, St. Mark informs us chat

they us'd the outward Rite or Ceremony of Anointing with
Oil., which fecm'd to have been impliptly included in that

Part of their Commiffion, Heal thejick. And this being a

Symbol of that miraculous Power, as the greateft Criticks

believe^ ^t. James., Chap. 5'. 14. exprefly enjoin'd the life of
this Ceremony to be continu'd in the Church, as long as

this extraordinary Gift of Healing fhou'd continue.
^{aft.^^, A few Weeks after the Apoftles Departure from our

Lord, Km^ Herod on his Birth-Day made a fplendid En-
tertainment for the Lords and chief Officers of his Domini-
ons, at the ftrongCaftle oi Machicrus.,htyonAJordan-y which
produced the lail and fatal Scene of John Baptifji's Life,

who had been Prifoncr above a Year in the fame Caftle.

At this Feaft Herod was infinitely pleas'd with the Dancing
pf a young Lady, Daughter" to his illegal Wife Herodias\
^- and

Mark 6.
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and in the Heat of his Mirth and Jollity promis'd with the

Addition of an Oath, to grant her whatfocver Ihe demand-

ed, tho' it amounted to half of his Dominions. Unwilling

to'lofe fo fair an Opportunity, fhe immediately confulted

with her Mother what favour to ask ; who being prompted

by the Height of Malice and Revenge, namM the Head of

John Bapttji to be brought in in a Charger : Which in all

Hafte was demanded of the King, in the Prefence of the

whole Company. This flrange Requeft at iirft caus'd an

exceeding Damp upon the King's Spirits ; but recovering

himfclf, out of a pretended Reverence to his Oath, and

Refped to his Nobility then pre Cent, he fent an Executio-

ner, who beheaded the holy Man, and brought his Head in

a Charger to the young Lady, who deliyer'd it to her Mo-
ther, to glut her Eyes with the Sight of it : A Cruelty un-

known among the Barbarities of the word of People, to

mingle Banquetings with human Blood, and Mirth and

Pleafure with the hideous Sight of Death. Thus dy'd the

great Fore-runner of our Blelled Saviour, about two Years

and three Months after his Entrance upon his publick Mi-
nillry, being about 35- Years of Age and eight Months;
and the firft that fufter'd upon the Account of the Gofpel,

tho' feldom call'd the firlt Martyr. Jofephm himfelf gives

him the Charader ' of a Man endu'd with all Virtue, who
' exhorted the Jews to the Pradice of Juflice towards Men,
^ and Piety towards God; and alfo to Baptifm, which
' wou'd become acceptable to God, if they renounc'd their

^ Sins, and to the Cieannefs of their Bodies, added the Pu-
• rity of their Souls.

V 1- Herod had now fecur'd himfelf againd the great Matt.i^.

Diflurbcr of his unlawful Pleafures, yet the encreafing Fame ^' ^» ^3'

of our Lord Jefus alarm'd him, and gave him new Fears
^^^^^^ ^

and Jealoufies. Some of his Courtiers believ'd it w2isElias^ 14-16,

or fome other of the ancient Prophets come to vifit the 3^ -54-

Nation; but Herod's guilty Confcience, notwithflanding
^/'^iV^'

his Sadducaical Principles, made him with fome others fu- jahu 6,

fped that it wzs John himfelf rifen from the Dead; fearing ^"4«
'

perhaps that he wou'd now revenge his Blood upon him.
About the fan-^c Tinie our Lord's x\pofl:les return'd from
their feveral Journeys, and gave him an Account of all

their Ad^ions and Sermons; and Jefus hearing of John's

Murthcr by his Difciples who bury'd the Body, and well
knowing the Subtilty and Cruelty of Herod, ordcr'd the A-
poftles to prepare a V'eflcl, and to crofs the Sea of Galilee

with him to a Depart near Bcthfaida , where they might re-

tiiQ
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tire and reft thenifelves for a while; for the Multitudes
were fo numerous and prefllng, that they had no Leifure

fo much as to eat. To this private Place Jefis was fol-

low'd by great Numbers, many of whom ran after him on
Foot by the Lake-Side from the Place where he took Ship-

ping. Seeing their Zeal and Earneftnefs, he receiv'd them
with a generous Compaflion, like fo many Sheep without a
Shepherd ; and afcending a Mountain with his Apoltles, he

taught them many Things concerning the Kingdom of God,
and cur'd all their Sick.

Uatt.14.. Towards the Evening his Apoftles defired h\m^ fince they

]^"lV 'ivere in a Place deft'ttute of all Provifions^to difmifs the Mul-

^j-^s, t'lthdes^ that they might furn'tjh themfehes in the ne'tghboiiring

Lekf^. Towns ana Villages. But Jefus told them. That the People

V^hil'
*^^^^€^ ^o't to depart.) for they might provide them one Meal -^

V—17.' 2nd viewing their Numbers, he ask'd Philip., who well

knew the Country, IVhere they jhQu^d buy Bread fir all the

Company"^. Philip conlidcring the Number of the Guefts,

more than his hofpitable Mailer's Power, betray'd the

Weakoefs of his Faith, and told h\m.,That fix Pounds worth
of Bread was not fujficient for every Perfon to take a little.

Upon this our Lord enquired what Bread they had among
them, and was anfwer'd by Andrew^ That there was a young
Man who had five Barly Loaves., and two fmall Pipes \ a
mofl inconfidcrable Quantity for fuch a Multitude. But yefiis

forthwith order'd tliem to be brought to him, commanding
his Difciples to caule all the People to fit down upon the

Grafs, in diftind Companies, by Hundreds and Fifties in

Ranks. Being plac'd in this Order, to the Number of five

thoufand Men, belides Women and Children, he took the

Loaves and the Filli, and begging a Bleffing upon them
from Heaven, dillributed them to his Apoitles, and they

regularly to the Multitudes, 'till all were fully fatisfy'd.

Then ordering the remaining Fragments to be gather'd up,

both of the Bread and Fifli, they fill'd twelve Baskets with
them, each Apoftle one. The People feeing fuch a mira-

culous Multiplication, were exceedingly adoniflfd, and
looking upon Jcfus as the Meffiah^ declared. This was really

the Prophet which poii d come into the World: Upon which
they took a Refolytion to fet him up for a King by main
Force, and to become fubjeft to himi But he well know-
ing the Mifchief of fuch a De(ign, immediately conilrain'd

his Difciples, who probably were too ready to join in it, to

take Shipping, and to pafs h^Bethfaida to Capcrnauyn^whW^
he himfelf difmifs'd the Multitudes, and retir'd himfelf to a

neighbouring Mountain for Prayer and Contemplation;

•where he continued 'till after Midni^^ht. la
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In the mean Time, the Ship where the Apoftles were en- ^^^^^' '•

ter'd was tofs'd with a great Storm in the middle of the
)^^^l^:

Lake ; the Waves ran fo high, and the Wind was fo con- 47-5-<j.*

trary, that when the Morning was approaching, they had Johne,'.

not got much above a League on their Voyage. Our Lord ^^"^^'

who knew under what Pains and Fears they laboured, im-
mediately convey'd himfelf upon the Surface of the Sea;
and tho' he refus'd to gratifie the Devil, when tempted to

throw himfelf from the Temple, yet he readily committed
himfelf to a boifterous and unftable Element, which in cf-

feiSl: became as firm as Brafs to ferve its Creator. His mi-
raculous walking upon the Sea near the Vcflel, added new
Fears to the Difciples, who took him for fome ftrange Ap-
parition, perhaps fuch as might caufe the Storm, and cry'd

out with the Terror. But he foon allayM their Fears, by
affuring them, T'hat it was he himfelf: Whereupon Peter be-

ing eagerly affeded both with the Novelty and Wonder of
it, delir'd, T'hat if it were //<?, he might have leave to come
walking to Him upon the Water ; which being granted, he
left the VefTel, and went towards his Mafter upon the Sea

:

But finding the Winds bear hard againllhim, and the Waves
rife round him, he began to fear, notvvithllanding theWord
of our Saviour ; and being ready to fink, he in a pafilonate
Fright cry'd out, Lord^ fave me\ Jejus who might have
juftly left him to the Punifhment of his Infidelity, merciful-
ly reach'd out his Hand, and fet him again upon the Top
of the Water, with a gentle Reproof of the Weaknefs of
his Faith, and his doubting his Power. Being both enter'd
the Ship, the Winds, obierving their Duty to their Sove-
reign, ceas'd ; and he himfelf was more than Wind to the
Veifel, for it was inftantly carry'd to the defign'd Place of
Landing, Capernaum. All thefe Miracles open'd the Eyes
of the DIfciples, who, as St. Mark obferves,had their Hearts
hardned, and had not fufficiently confider'd that of the
Loaves ; and being exceedingly amat'd, they acknowledged
the Author of them to be the Son of God, and ador'd him
under that Title. At the fame Time great Numbers out of
the Country brought their Sick and Difeafed on their Beds,
and laid them before him m the Streets ; befeeching him to
permit them only to touch the Border of his Garment; and
as many as touched him, were miraculoufly cured.

I

Jefis having thus withdrawn himfelf, the Multitudes whom 7'^« <?.

he had miraculoufly fed, were in great Expedations of find- ^^"^9^

: ing him the next Morning on the Mountain; for they had
i feen the Difciples take Shipping without their Mailer, and
no other VefTel left for him. But finding him departed as
*•

.

• *

well
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well as them, and being provided with Boats from Tiberias^

they pafs'd over with all Expedition to Capernaum^ where
they found him teaching \\\ the Synagogue, and wich no
fmall Surprize demanded of him, How he got thither'i Our
Lord knowing their corrupt Expedtations of temporal Ad-
vantages, folemnly declar'd, That they [ought him not for his

miraculous Gifts^ but for the Plenty of Bread he had bejhvfd
npon them : Therefore they ought not to endeavour for that

feriping Food^ but for fuch as nourtfhi'd them to everlafiing

Life; which jhou^d be given them by himfelf who had receiv'^d

hk Sanction from God the Father. Then demanding of him,
What they jhou^d do to obtain this fpiritual Foodl he let them
nnderftand,that the Foundation was to believe on Htm whom
Godhadfent. Upon which, finding themfelves check'd in their

Expedations, they infolently demanded of him fome i^ew

Sign or Miracle to confirm their Belief: Jince Mofes their

Mafler had already done as -much ; namely^ had miraculoujly

fed them with Manna from Heaven. But jcfus (hew'd them
the great Difference, by letting them know. That Moles
gave them not the true Bread from Heaven.^ but only his Fa-

thery whofe Bread would enliven the World. Upon their de-

iir'mg to be conftant Partakers of it^ he told them, That he

himfelfwas the Bread of Life; that his Followers and Belie-

vers Jhou'^d neither hunger nor thirjl. Tet tho'' they hadfeen
htm^ and been Witneffes offo r/iany Miracles^ they wou'd n^t

believe in him ; but by their Infidc'lity depriv''d themfelves of

the great Advantages.^ which jhou^d be enjo\''d by all thofe

whom his Father had given him^ namely^ a certain Acceptance

here^ and a glorious KcfurreBion to eternal Life ^ ^[\^Jews
being confounded in their Underflandings, began openly to

murmur againfl: him, crying, Is not this Jefus the Son &/ Jo-
ieph, whofe Father and Mother vje know ? Why then does he

teA us that hs came down from Heaven ? But "Jefus was fo

fer from mollifying, or recanting thefe Truths, that he con-
firmed them more llrongly ; firll; fhewing them. That it was
their natural Fmpotency^ and the Want of his Father"*s Grace

that hinder''d ther/i fro'm coming to him
;

proving from the

Scriptures, ' that they fhouM oe taught of God, and all

ijjhom. his Father had taught Jjjou'd come to hiyrir. tho* his Fa-

ther VMS 72ot to be feen by their bodily Eyes. Then he again

ilflurcd them. That he zvas the Bread of Life^ vjhich came
down from Heaven ; that the Manna in the Defart did not

freferve the Eaters of it from dying • but his Flop was the-

irue livingBrcad
.^
which gave Life and Immortality to all that

eat of it. Thcfe laft Words made them more avcrfe to him,

and they difputcd among themfelves how he aouhl poffihlj
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^he them his Flep to eat ? Neverthelefs he purfu'd his Dif-

courfe, and alTured them, "That his, Flejh aHd his Blood was

not imaginary^ but real Food and Nojtripment \ and that

without eating the one^ and drinking the other^ they coiCd have

jgv Life in them ; and fuch as fed on hlm^ pou'd be raised

up at the laft Da)\ and obtain everlaftlng Life, Laft-

ly, he dcclar'd to them what great Effeds his Body fhou'd

work in the Souls of all fuch as were Partakers of itj

l\2LTat\y^There jhou*d be fuch an Union,, that they fhoud dwell

in him,, and he In them ; and that they pou^d live by hlm^ as

he hlmfelf IrJ'd by his Father,

Thcle fublime Truths of our Lord's Defcent from Hea- 7/^'^ ^

ven, and the Benefits of his Incarnation, fo gravell'd the In-

tcllc6ts of his Auditory, that even his Difciples began to

murmur, faying, IVho can hear fo harp a Dodrinel But j^<r-

fns to fatisfie them, intimated, T'hat his Afcenfion Into Hea-

ven woti'd be a Proof of his coming from thence '^ andthat their

feeding upon him was not after a carnalManner^whlch wou'd

prove Infignlfcant,, but after a fpiritual and divine,, -which

voou'^d give Life and Vigour. Declaring again, T'hat their

Infidelity proceeded from their natural Impotency,, and the

XVant of his Father s Grace preventing them, Notwithfland-

ing this, many of his Difciples and Followers, perceiving

now that he was not fuch ^Mejfiah as they imagined, whole
Kingdom ihou'd confill: in external Grandeur and Plenty,

wholly defcrtcd him, and never follow'd him after. Among
which Number, Epiphanlus believes St. Mark the Evangelilt

was one, tho' afterwards feafonably recovered by St. Peter,

Upon this great Defection, 5^^y//i- with no little Concern de-

manded of the twelve Apoftles, Whether they roou'd go awa^
a/fo ? Pefcr^ whofc Faith was found, tho' Imall, as general

Speaker for the reft, anfwer'd him with a feeming Abhor-
rence of the others Apoftacy, Lord! to whom pall rvegot

Thou hajl the Words of eternal Life : We believe,, and are con-

vlnc'd^ That thou art the Mclfiah, the Son of the living God.

But notvvithflanding this Confidence and frank Conreffion,

fee let them underhand, that they were not all equally found,

for among the twelve that he had felevied,, one of them v?as a
Devil and 'Tra\tor.

7'hefe Things were tranfa61:ed immediately before the

third Paifover, after our Saviour's Baptifm, as may be col-

leded from John 6. 4. which PafTover hapncd on the T4th

Day of our Month Afrtl,, in the i8th Year of the Reign
of Tiberius the Emperor, and one Year and feventeen Days
iukr the lail Paflbver.

CHAP.



126 Cent. I. EccleJiafticalBiftdry. Book. I.

CHAP. V.

From the Beginning of the third Tajfover

after our Blejfed Saviour's Baptifm^ to the

Beginningofthefourth and laji ; when the

only true Tajfover was Jlain.

Containing the Term of one Tear, wanting i z Days.

A.T). 1 A '^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ PalTover after our Saviour's BaptLQn,

3 2,.
"'' f\ according to the moft probable Accounts, Pilate

Tiber. ^ ^Q^^ ^^ Occalion to chaftife that turbulent Se6l

i8 of the Galileans or Ganlamtes^ mention'd Luke 13. i. who
i^ coming with the Multitudes to Jerusalem to facrifice, the

Governor fent fome Soldiers into the Temple, who put

many of them to the Sword in the Time of their Offerings,

and fo mingled the Blood of them, with the Blood of their

Sacrifices at the Altar. And about the fame Time aTower
in the City, call'd Siloam^ fell down, and ilcw eighteen

Perfons ; which with the other Calamity, were the Marks
and P'orerunners of God's Indignation againft an obflinatc

and impenitent People. It is not abfolutely certain whe-
ther our Lord was at this PafTover or not ; but it is highly

probable, that he who came to fulfil all Righteoufnefs, would
not negle6l that great Ordinance. It is moft generally be-

liev'd that he was there, tho' fecretly, and as it were in-

cognito ; but the wicked Defigns of the Jews haflned his

Return from thence; and St.Joh/z tells us ' that he walked
* in Galilee^ for he would not walk in Jury^ becaufe the
* Jevjs fought to kill him, John 7. i.

i^att.iy. Shortly after the PalTover, fome of the ^S^r/^^^ and P^^-
I- 10. rifees were fent from Jerufalem to Galilee^ to fearch into
Mark 7. Q^j. Lord's Do6lrine, and to be Spies upon his A6lions,^
^"^^*

whether he v^as a true Obferver of the Law o^ Mjfes^ and
their Rites. Thefe Perfons being prefent where He and

his Difciples were to eat, obferv'd that they fat down with-

out wafhing their Hands, contrary to the common Cuftom
of the Jews^ in which Matter many were grown exceed-

ing nice and fcrupulous, even to the making the Wafhing
of Cups, Pots, ^c. a religious Concern. Therefore they

were extrcamly offended at the Apofllcs, and demanded of

their Mafler, U-'^hy they frefura'd to violate the Tradition of

the
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the Elders^ hy eating with unclean Hands ; Whereupon Je^

fns Iharply reproved thefe Spies for their hypocritical Preten-

ces^ as [faiah faid of them, ^ for honouring God with their

' Mouths^ and negleHing of him in their Hearts ; for their

< vain IVorpip^ and their teaching the DoSirines of Me»^ in-

*• jiead of the Commandments of Heaven. Then by way of
Recrimination he told them, That they by their Traditions

and Glojfes had vacated the Laws of Cod, particularly that

folemn One which commanded ' all Men to honour their Pa-
' rents, and relieve them in their Wants, denouncing Death
* againjl fuch as cursed them and negleded them : But ac-

cording to their Traditions ' If a Man did but fay to his nee-

* dy r'arent, That that Portion which pould have gone for
* his Relief was Dedicated to God, it was fuffcient to ex-
* emp him from all farther Care and Duty. Then difdain-

fng to hold any farther Difcourfe with them, he turn'd to

the Multitude, and urging their Attention, informed them
of this Truth, that there was no real Turpitude in what en-

tered a Ma-as Mouth, but only in what proceededfrom thence.

Upon this his Difciples came to him and let him know,
That the Pharifees were offended at his DoHrine. But he
made Anfwer, That every Plant not planted by his heaven-

ly Father, Jhould be rooted up ; and that they were to be de-

fpis^d as blind Leaders of blind People, with whom theyJhould

fall into the Ditch, and perijh eternally together. Upon his

retiring, the Difciples, as yet unfatisfy'd, defir'd him to ex-

plain what he had faid to the People- Jefus reprehending

their weak Under(landings, told them, that whatfoever a
Man eat could not affed hts Mind, the only Seat of Defile-

ments, but pafs'^d through the Stomach, and was evacuated in

courfe ; but that what came out of the Heart was premedita-

ted and voluntary, fuch as evil Thoughts, Adulteries^ Forni-

cations, Murthers, Thefts, Covetoufnefs, Pride, Blafphemies^

and the like : That thefe zvere real Defilements, and not eat-

ing with unclean Hands, which was a mer^ outvoard Rite arid

Ceremony.

Shortly after our Lord retired to the North-Weflern jij;,^^ ,y^

Parts oi Galilee into the Limits oi Phoenicia, and theCoafts ii-z*/"

of Tyre and Sidon ; where entering into a Houfc, lie endea- '^^•"'^^ ^'•

vourM to conceal himfelf ; but he was foon difcoverM by
^'^'^^^

a Pagan Woman, a Grecian by Birth, but a Phrrnician by
Habitation, therefore by St. Matthew call'd a Woman of
Canaan, becaufe Phoenicia was the ancient Seat of the Ca-
naanites properly fo call'd. This Woman finding him out,

caird him Lord, and Svn of David; begging his Pity far a
p}3r
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foor Daughter of hers^ gr'tevoujly tormented roith a Demon.
,3^y»j at tirit gave her no Aiifwer; but when his Difciplcs

delired him to free them from her troublefom Cries and Im-
portunities, by granting her Requeft, he told them, That
his Mtffion was principally to the loft Sheep of the Houfe of
Ifrael. But the Woman not dlfcourag'd by his Coldnefs,
but pther emboldned, threw her fclf at his Feet and ado-
red him, crying, Lord^ help me ! Upon which our Lord
feem'd to parly with her ; telling her, That the Children the

Jews, ought firft to be fiHed^ and that it voas not fit to take

their Breadand caft tt to the Dogs. The Woman fenfiblc of
her own, and her Nation's TJ nworthinefs, readily reply 'd,

That the Dogs however might reafonahly be permitted to eat

the Crumbs that fell from their Mafter''s Table. Jefus., high-

ly pleas'd with fo much Reliance and Humility from a
Heathen., greatly applauded the Strength of her Faith, tel-

ling her that he had granted her Petition ; and at her Re-
turn to her Houfc, Hie found her Daugher laid upon her

Bed, and perfcdly cured.

ji^fariy. From thefe Retirements Jefus pafs'd Eaftward into De-
31-37- capolis., a Region chiefly within the Bounds of Galilee and.

to'-'^iV'
Tr^<^^^^^^-^-> confilling of ten noted Cities, moftly inhabited

by Gentiles ; and from thence to the Sea of Galilee., where
was brought to him a miferablc Obje61:, a Man both deaf
and dumb, whom he was delired to lay his Hand upon.

Our Lord taking him from the Throngs that were about

him, and ufing as it were natural Means, put his Fingers

in his Ears, and fonie of his Spittle upon his Tongue :

Then lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, with a deep Sigh, he

cry'd. Be opend and unlooi'd\ and immediately his natural

Faculties were rcllor'd, fo that he heard and fpoke plain.
^

Jefus forbad thofe who had been WitneiTes of this miracu- -

lous Cure, to divulge it to any Perfon ; but the more he

charg'd them, the more they proclaimed it, and in their Afto-.

nifhment declared. He had done all things pcrfeHly., made the

Deaf to hear^ and the Dumb to fpeak.

This Miracle was fucceeded by many others, for upon

^i--^9'^' his repairing to a Mountain, the Multitudes brought great

Mark 8. Numbers of Perfons troubled with all kinds of Lamenefs
and Diilempers, and laid them at the Feet of this heavenly

Phylician; who, as in many other Places, mercifully cured

them all : Infomuch that they glorify'd God for what they

faw, and could not but follow him, who had confirmed his

faving Dodrine with fo many Miracles. Their Readinefs

to attend him had made tbcm uniiiindful of their bodily

Food;

I --10.
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Food ; fo that when Jefns was ready to difmifs them, he

told his Difciples, that he could not but pity thefe People^

Toho had now been With htm three Days^ a/id had nothing to

eat : That therefore he would not [end them home faji'ing^ lejl

they ffjouldfaint by the iJ^ay^ for that feveral had a longjour-

?2ey to go. His Difciples, 'forgetting his former Miracle of
the Loaves, ask'd How they could make fufficient Provili-

on for fuch a Multitude, in a dcfart Place? But he only

cnquii'd what Provilion they had; and being told feven

Loaves and a few fmall Fiflies, he order'd all tne People to

(it down upon the Ground ; and taking the Bread and Filh,

he blelled them, and dillributed them to his Difciples, and
they to the People, 'till all were fully fatisfy'd. And tho'

there were four thoufand Men, befides Women and Chil-

dren, yet the remaining Fragments fiU'd feven Baskets. And
this, with one formerly mention'd, were the only Mira-
cles of this Nature which our Saviour is recorded to have

wrought.
Our Lord having difmifs'd the Multitudes, embark'd with Matt. 16,

his Difciples, and landed on the South-Ealt Parts of the

Lake, on the Coafts of Dalmamuha or Magdala ; where
the Pharifees joyning with their Enemies the Sadducees^ a-

galn impudently demanded of him fome new Sign or Mi-
racle from Heaven. But inftead of fatisfying thofe obfti-

nate and conceited People, he feverely reprov'd them, for

that being fa quick-fighted in foretelling the Fairnefs and Foul-

nefs of the U^eather by the Face of the Skies^ thev were yet fo
blind ai not to perceive the manifefi Signs of the MeffiaJo's Ar-
rival. Then deeply iighing, he return'd them the fame An-
fwer which he had formerly given to the like Demxand,
namely, that fuch an impious and illegitimate Generation

Jhould have no other Sign., but that of the Prophet Jonas.
Upon this he immediately left them, and failed back with
his Difciples, whom he ltri6lly caution'd in their PaiTagc,

to bevoare of the Leaven of thofe forvr People the Pharijees

and Sadducees. They having accidentally forgotten to take
Bread with them, readily imagin'd that this was to prevent
their feeking Bread from the Pharifees. • But Jefus foon
check'd them for the Weakncfs of their Faith, and the

Bliudnefs of their Underftandings, as alfo for the Shortnefs
of their Memories

;
putting them in Mind of the five

Loaves and the five thoufand, and the feven Loaves and
the four thoufand fed by them, and that with extraordinary

Remains. Then he made them underftand, that his Words
did not coucern the Leaven of Bread, but the corrupt Do-

K drinc
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6l:riiie of the Pkarifees and Sadducees\ which laft are by

St. Mark caird Herodians.

M^rk 8. Our Lord landed at Bethfaida^ the Birth-Place of feveral,
ax -2^. Qf jbc /Ipoflles^ where he had wrought many Miracles, but

to no great Effe6t, as appears from Matth. ii. 21. Here a

blind Man was brought to him, but he would not vouch-

fafe to cure him in that Place, where he had met with fo

much Perverfnefs and Infidelity ; therefore taking him out

of the City, like an ordinary Phyiician, he anointed his Eyes
with a Coliyrium of Spittle; and laying his Hands upon
him, ask'd him zuhcther he faiv any Object ; the Man look-

ing up, made Anfwer, That h: Jaw Men walkings hut Jo

imperfectly that he could not have d'tjlhtguijhed them from
Trees^ but by their being in Motion, Whereupon Jefus a

fecond Time put his Hands upon his Eyes, as tho' he had

only made ufe of common Means, 'till the Man began to

diftinguilh Things clearer, and at laft came to his perfed

Sight. After his Recovery he fent him home, and charged

him not fo much as to go into the City, or to difcover it

to any one belonging to that Place.

Matu 16. 11. It was now about or above a Year after thefolemti
j?-ir>. Election of the Apoftles, that our Lord thought it conve-

ffl'^^Q* nient to make a particular Trial of their Faith and Under-
L.'-keW {landing, and alio to give them a farther Light into theNa-
18-21. ture and Deiign of his Million. Therefore taking them

privately to the Northern Parts of Galilee, about C^vj'area

Philippic on the Borders of Syria^ and within the Limits of
Fhilip's Dominions, he demanded of them, IVhat the gene-

rality of the IVorld faid concernifjg him ? They made An-
fwer, That Mer.s Opimons were various, that fome faid he

was John Baptift, rifen from the Dead; forae Elhs, fent down
from Heaven ; and others jcremias, orfome other of the anci~

ent Prophets refior*d again to Life. "Upoh which he ask'd,

What was Tloeir real Opinion concerning him ? Simon Peter

^

always fbrw^ard to fpeak for himfelf and Brethren, anfvfer'd in

pofitive Terms, T')??*^]? he vjasthe MelTiah, the Son of the living

God. Upon this 'noble ConfelTion 3^f/}^j pronouncM him-

B/t;^^^^, 7/-'?^^ ^'^'>' ^<?'^/<^?^«^^^(3^^<?^/7-ow? any human Revela-

tion, but only from his Father in Heaven: Declaring farther.

That as his Name i^nported a Rock, fo he would make him a,

Foundation-Stone, anda -prime Minifter in buiWinghis Churchy

which Jhould be fo firmly efiablip^d upon that Faith which he

had confefs'd, that all the Powers of HellJhould not prevail

againji it. And that for the ynore orderly Government of ity

be would give him the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; fo

thai
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that his Sentence^ whensoever hepould regularly exclude^ or

receive /;/, any Perfofi on Earthy Jhould jiand valid in Hea-

ven, Then to prevent the ill Ule that might be made of

his Difcovery, he ftridly commanded his Apoftles, not to

declare to any Man that he was the Mefjlah.

By the former Bifcourfe with Peter^ J'fi^^ perceiving Matt. i6.

that his Difciples had gotten a true Notion of his Office *^--^8.

and Divinity, notwithltanding the different Opinions of the oilT.'g/

Nation, began to prepare their Minds for his Sufferings. cha'p.c,.\.

And from that Time, as Si. Matthew obferves, he began to Lnkt^.

difcover to them that he rnuft go to Jerufalem, and i'ajfer
^^"•^^^

many Cruelties and Indignities from the Jewifli Governors^

the chief Priejls and Scribes, and even Death it felf\ and
that after three Days he pould rife again, Peter^ unable to

endure a Thought fo difagreeable to the Dignity of his

Mafter, broke out into this unfeafonable Interruption, Far
be it from you^ Lord-, this muji not hefal you. But Jeftis

knowing that this Advice croil>'d his gracious Purpofes of
Man's Redemption, with no little Indignation reply'd, A-^.

zvay^ Satan^ -duho c rt a Sea dal to r/ie.^ and reltjjjejl e^irthly

and not heavenly Things. Then to remove the Notions of
a temporal Kingdom from them, andfrom the People whom
he then call'd to him, he foiemnly declared, That whoever
would be his pifciple.^ muft deny hir/ifelf daily take up his

Crofs^ andfollow him: That to lay doiwt his Life for hirnand
the Gofpel., VJas the fure IVay to be faved ; hut to feek Salva-

tion without him., was to dejiroy himfelf: That a Man could
gain nothing by the Pojfejjion of the whole World., if he loji

that inejlr/i'zaLle Treafure his Soul. And that whofoever JJjould
out of Sha'tne difown him or his Gofpal., before an impious and
degenerated P-iOple^ he would difown that Perfon when be
came triumphantly at the lajl Day., furrounded with the Rays
of his Father'*s Glory^ and of the holy A^:gels^ to reward every

Man according to his Wurks. Concluding, That there were
fome then prefent who jhould not die,, before they hadfeen the

Beginnings of his glorirjus Kingdom and Power: Particularly

his Afcenfion into Heaven, and his coming to take Venge-
ance upon the jewijh People and Nation.
About a Week after, our Lord who had given hisDifci- Maft. i?.

pies a fad Dcfcription of his grcated Humiliation, thought »- s.

it a feafonable Time to give tome of them a Specimen' of
^J'J^

^'

his future Glorification; l^herefore taking with him his lJ.I^,
tjiree more intimate Apgilles, Peter and the two Sons of ^8 -p^

Zebedee., he afcended a very high Mountain, generally bc-

iiev'd to be Tabor^ ;^ rpund Mount above four Miies in

K 2 Height, _
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Height, licnated in the Plains of Galilee. While he Was'

earncftly cmploy'd in Prayer, he was fuddcnly transform'd

into another kind of Appearance ; a radiant Luftre darted

from his Face more glorious than the Sun ; and a dazling

Splendor proceeded from his Garments, exceeding not on-
ly the whiteil: Snow, and the utmoft Power of Art, but

alfo the Light it felf. During this heavenly Scene, there

appear'd Mofes and £//W, cloth'd with all the Brightnefs

and Majefly of a glorifyM State, familiarly converfing with
him, and difcourfing of his Death and Sufferings ; by which
he was to be exalted above every Name both in Heaven and
Earth. While the Intercourfe continued between thefe three,

Peter and his two fellow Apoftles were fallen alleep, it

being probably Night when this hapned ; but waking juft

before their Departure, they were exceedingly furpriz'd,

and terrify'd at the Sight of lb much Glory and Majefty.

And Peter in an Eclialie of Admiration addrefs'd himfelf

to his Mafler, begging, that they might continue in that hap-

py Placey and ered three 'Tabernacles or Tents^ one for him-

felf and other two for Mofes and Elias. But while he was
thus talking, fcarce knowing what he faid in this Fright

and Tranlport, a bright and Ihining Cloud fuddenly came
over them, and a Voice, from thence crying, This is my
beloved Son ^ in whom 1 am weB pleafed; hear ye him I Up-
on which the Apoftles were feiz'd with a greater Conftcr-

nation than ever, and fell proftrate upon the Ground ; but

our Lord gently touch'd them, bad them arife and fear no-
thing ; and looking up, they faw none but their Mafter,

the reft having vanifti'd and difappearM. In Memory of
thefe great Tranfadions, Bede tells us, that in purfuance

of St. Peter''s Petition about the three Tabernacles, there

were afterwards three Churches built upon the Top of this

Mountain, which in later Ages were held in great Vene-
ration.

M.'itt. 1-. As they were defcending the Mountain, Jefus ftri61:ly

9- » 3.
' commanded them to difcover to no Man what ftrange ThingsAW 9. ^Yity had feen, ''till the Son of Man pou^d be rifen from the

Dead. They were ready to obey his Command, but did

not underftand the laft Words ; therefore they had fome
Difpute among thcmfelves concerning the Meaning of that

Expreftion, the Son of Man's riling from the Dead. At
the fame Time they had another Difficulty to folve ; for

having fccn Elias with our Saviour upon the Mount, they

took an Occafion to ask him, IVhy the Scribes and Phari-

fees did affert^ That that Prophet mufl come upon the Earth
before

5. J
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hefore the Mejjlah ? Jepis anfwer'd them, That Elias foou'd

come indeed^ and be rejeded and barbaroujly treated^ as well

as the Son ofMan \ adding withal, That he was already come

^

and that the Jews had done to him what they thought fit ; fa

likewife wou'd they caufe the Son of Man to fufj'cr as they

had done his Fore-run-^er. This Anfwer clearly difcover'd

.to the Apoftles, that the laft £//^jof whom he had fpoken,

was John Baptift^ who had gone before the firft Coming
of Jefus Chrift m the Spirit and Power of Elias^ as Elias

himfelf, according to the Opinion of many, (hou'd go be-

fore his fecond Coming.
The following Day, onr Lord being return'd to his o- ^"^^tt. 17.

thcr nine Apoftlcs, he found a great Multitude about them, ^_^,.^^*

and the Scribes queftioning and difputing with them : At i^-!^,

his firft Appearance the People ran to him, and faluted him Liike 9.

with all the Marks of Joy and Admiration. JefrndicmMidi- 37--+3-

ed of the Scribes^ What was the Occafion and Subje^ of their

Difpute"^. But was interrupted by a certain Man, who break-

ing through the Prefs, fell proftrate at his Feet, befeeching

him to have Pity upon his only Son^ a deplorable Objeci^ a
Lunatick and Pojfejfed^ Deafand Dumb^ often throvjn upon
the Ground^ and into the Fire and. Water^ racked with violent

Convulfions^ accompanfd with difmal Outcries^ Foamings^

gnajhing of Teeth^ Finings^ and miferable Bruifes and Tor-
ments : That he had brought this Child to his Difciples in his

Abfence^ but they were ?2ot able to cure him. The Unbelief
of the Jews., as well as Weaknefs of the Difciples Faith,

was now the moft dangerous Diftemper, and had been a
frequent Impediment to our Saviour's Miracles, therefore

he firft aim'd at the Cure of that ; crying out, Q faithlefs

andperVerfe Generation ! How long JJjall I be with you to

convince you} How longpall I endure your Infidelity ? Up-
on ordering the Child to be brought to him, the Devil be-
gan to tear him with fierce Convulfions, and threw him
upon the Ground with terrible Struglings and Foamings.
Jefus asking the Father, how long he had been under thefe

Afflidions^ was anfwer'd, from his Childhood ; urging him
again. If he cou^d do any Things to have Pity upon him : Je-
fus told him. If he cou^d believe.^ all Things were poffible to

a true Believer. Immediately the Father cry'd out with
Tears, Lord.^ I believe

\ fupplythou my Unbelief \ Whereup-
on our Lord commanded the deaf and dumb Spirit to de-

part out of the Child.^ and never to return : And the Spirit

with hideous Outcries tore the Child, and left him breath-
lefs upon the Ground, fo that many concluded he was dead

;

but Jefus taking him by the Hand, lifted him up, and de-

K 3 liver'd
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liver'd him to his Father, perfe6lly curM, to the great Aflo-
nifhment of all the Spectators. 5^^/^f/ retiring fhortly after, his

Difciples defircd to know the Reafon why they cou'd not
caft out this Spirit ; he anfwer'd them, firll, because of their

Unbelief
\ for that if the\' had but one Grain of true Faith

^

they might have remov'd Mountains by the bare U^ord of their

Mouth : Secondly, becaufe this was one of a peculiar Kind
of Spirits^ that were not to be ejcded without Prayer and
Fafiing ; in which they had bee72 too negligent and deficients,

Mm. 17. Our Saviour fhortly after pafs'd from this Place through

^MarV'
^^^ niidll of Galilee towards Capernaum^ but with all Cau-

rt^^^y^[ tion and Privacy, his Thoughts being much employ'd in

LtiVe 9. fitting his Difciples for the ungrateful Approaches of his
4+'4J'- Death: Theretore he difcoverM it to them a fccond Time,

defiring them to attend ferioufly, and let thefe Words fink

into their Kcarts ; T'hat the Son of Manpou^d be deliver''

d

into the Hands of wicked Ms?'?^ who Jhou'*d puthim to Death^

and that hepond rife again the third Day. But their Hopes
of a temporal Kingdom, and their natural Averlion to the

Crofs, made it very difficult for them to believe or con-
ceive it

;
yet this Prediclion cafl: them into luch a melan-

cholly Fear, that they durft not ask him to explain it to

them. Being arrived at Capernaum^ the Colle6i:ors of a

certain Tribute of two Drachmas, or fifteen Pence an Head
for the Ufe of the Temple, came to Peter^ Who was ail

Inhabitant of that City, and ask'd him, If his Mafter did not

fay that T^ribute ? Peter knowing his Mafter's Readinefs to

pay all Dues, anfwer'd, Tes ; but entering the Houfe, was
prevented by Jefus^ w^ho ask'd him, Whether the Kings of

the Earth exafted Tribute of their own Children., or of Stran-

gers ? Peter anfwer'd. Of Strangers ; upon which Jefus

concluded, That the Children were exempted \ leaving it to

him to infer, That he being the Son of God ought to be

excus'd paying Tribute to the Temple. But however, to

avoid all Occafions of Offence, he order'd him to go and
cajl a Hook i?ito the Sea ; telltng him., zhat in the Mouth of

the firfi Fijh he caught., he pou^d find a Stater, a piece of

Mony of half a Crozun J/ahte., which poud be given to the

Collectors., both for his Mafter., and himfelf.

Matt. 18. About the fame Time there arofe a Difputc among the
' ^"- Apofiles, wiiich of them fliou'd be theGreatefl: in theirMa-

^y^
o' ^^^'^ Kingdom ; itill imagining and cxpeding a temporal

IS^p. Sovereignty. But Jefus knowing their Thoughts, and mi-

4rC'~so. fiaken Ambition, ask'd them concerning their Difputc*; to

which they durft give iio Afifwer : Only, when the twelve

were together, they propos'd this Queftion to him, iFho
v^as
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5

was greatefi in the ^'mgdom of Heaven I He aiifwer'dthem,

'That if any Man was ambitious to be firfi in his Kingdom^ he

pou^d be lajl^ and Servant to the rejl. Then calling a lit-

tle Child to him, whom fome fuppofe to l")ave been St. Ig-

natius^ he took him in his Arms before them all, and told

them, That except they imitated the Innocence and Humility

of little Children^ they jhou^d never enter the Kingdom nf
God ; but that whofoever came nearejl to them^ Jhou'd be

greateft in that Kingdom : Adding Vvltha], That whofoever

jhot'Cd receive fuch a little Child^ or humble Chrifiian in his

Mame, received both him^ and his Father who fent him^ and
that the rnoft humble amo-ag them^ Jhoud be moft exalted.

Hercvippn John the Son of Zebedee interrupted him, fay-

jug, Mafler^ we faw a Man ejecting Devils in your Mame^
kut we forbad him t9 proceed^ becaufe he refused to follow us.

Jefus difapprov'd of the Adion, and told them. That hs

ought not to be looked upon as an Er^erny^ who declared not a
gainji hira^ and had wrought Miracles in his Name. Then
re-aflimiing his former Subjedl, he declar'd, That a Cup of

Water only^ given themfor his Sake^Jhoiidinno wife mifs of a

Reward : But that whofoeverpou'd ojfendandfcandalize a little

Child and vjeak Believer^ it were better for him having a

Miljione about his Ncck^ to be plung'd into the midft of the

dead Sea. That they ought the more carefully to avoid con-r

tcm.'ilng fich Perfons^ becaufe their Guardian-Angeh hadfuclp

free Accefs to the Throne of God : That the Son of Man came
to recover fuch as were lofi : That as a diligent Shepherd^ hav-
ing mifs'^d one Sheep out of a hundred.^ feeks in all I?laces for

it ; and having found it., rejoyces more over that., than over

all the reft that never we?zt afiray : So was the Father 7irt-

willing that any of thefe Believers poud perip. That tho*

the World yeas full of Scandals and Offences., andfuch Things
wou'd necefjarily come.^ yet it wou^d be difmal to that Perfon
who caus'^d them: That therefore they ought to remove allOc-
caftons of falling., and to mortifie their Afje^ions., tho* they

vjcre as dear to them as an Eye., an Hand., or a Foot ; be-

faufe it was infinitely more eligible to be blind^ maimed or

lame., and to be deprived of the Enjoyment of thefe Members
here on Earth., than to be depriv'*d of all Enjoyments in the

inextinguipable Flames of Hell. That as the Sacrifices were
ufually feafon,ed with Salt., fo they were to be feafoned with
Fire and Ajfiidions : And that as Salt roas the mofi voorth-

lefs thing in Nature., when it had lofi its Savour., fo wou'd
they be

; for which Reafon they ought to be careful to prefervc
it among the'mfches ; namely., fuch a Peace and Unity., as

WQiidfiifie all ambitious Contentions.

K4 pur
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M^tt. i8. Q^jj. Lord having fhewn the fatal Dangers of Scandals
^^"'^^'

and Offences, afterwards, in Order to preferve a due Cha-
rity and CompalTion for Otfcndcrs, prefcrib'd excellent Rules
both for their Punifhment and Pardon ; and fuch as were
very agreeable to the Culloms and Difcipline of the Jewip
Church : F/V/?, that if one Perfon offended another^ the in-

jured Perfon Jhou'd admomjh him privately^ that if it were
feffible^ he might be reclaim'd by that Means : And that if a
private Admonition had no Effed upon him^ it ought to be

repeated before one or two more^ who Jhou'd be IVttneffes of
the Matter : But if that alfo proved unfuccefsful^ he Jhoud
declare his Offence to the Churchy and the publick Congrega-
tion ; and upon the Offender's Contempt of that^ he was to he

cut offfrom, her Communion^ and look*d upon as a Heathen and
an Infidel. And that the Church might effedually feparate

all obftinate Offenders, he now gave to all, as he had done
before to Peter^ the Power of Binding and Loofing ; fo-

lemnly afliiring them. That whatfoever they regularly pro-
nounced and declared on Earthy he woud ratifie and confirm
in Heaven. Promiiing farther, 'That if but two of them on
Earth did agree about any Thing to be demanded by Prayer^
it Jhou'd be granted by his heavenly Father : For that where
two or three only were gather''d together in his Name., he

wou^d not fail to be with them. jp(?z^<?r obferving the Dif-
courfe, and learning from his Mafter's Words, that if a
private Admonition prevail'd, the injured Perfon muft for-

give the other, defired to know, how often he was oblig'd

to forgive an offending Brother ; Whether feven Times were
not fufficient ? Jefus let him underfland that the Number of
Times was not to be limited, that he was to forgive him^

tho' he offended feventy Times as often. And to fhew the

abfolute Necellity of fuch a merciful and compaffionate Tem-
per, he propounded an excellent Parable of a certain King,
who calling his Servants to Account, found one of them
"Who owed him fo vaft a Sum that he was unable to pay

it ; namely, ten thoufand Talents, or a Million eight hun-
dred and feventy five thoufand Pounds; whereupon he com-
manded him to be fold, with his Wife and Children, and
all that he had, towards the Difcharge of the Debt. But his

Servant falling at his Feet, and humbly imploring his Mercy
and Forbearance, out of a generous Pity^ he freely forgave

him the whole Debt. This Wretch was no fooner gone
out, but he met one of his Fellow-Servants, who owed
him a fmall Debt of an hundred Z)^;/^r/V, about three Pounds
two Shillings and fix Pence , and laying Hands upon him,

took him roughly by the Throat, and cry'd, Pay me my
Debts.
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Dehs. And tho' his Fellow-Servant us'd the fame pathe-

tical Intreaties that he had done to the King his Mailer, yet

he wou'd not hearken, but without any Pity immediately

lent him to Prifon. The King being inform'd of this Se-

verity, fent for the ungrateful Servant, firft upbraided him
with his Bafcnefs and Cruelty, when he had jull received fo

much Favour and Mercy ; and then in a great Rage ordered

him to Racks and Tortures, 'till he fhou'd difcarge the

whole Debt. Then J^^fas concluded with this mod lolemn
Application, fo likewife Jhall my heavenly Father deal with

all fuch as -vjill not forgive their mother''s Trefpajj'es from their

Hearts.

Our Lord having continu'd a fhort Time at Capernaum.^ « ;,^.

fome of his Relations, whofe Hopes and Faith were ftill -l-^xl^

unfound, became uneafie that he confined himfelf fo much
to one Province, and therefore urg'd him to fhew his Mi-
racles at the capital City of yerufalem ; for which he cou'd
not have, as they conceiv'd, a better Opportunity than the

great Feaft of Tabernacles then approaching : Deliring him.

If he expeded to be famous., to pevj himfelf to the li^orld., and
not deprive his Difciples at Jerufalem of the Happinefs of his

Prefence. But Jefiis told them, T'hat they might go to the

Feafi as foon as they pleas^d^ hitt he himfelf mufi be very wary
and cautious., bccaufe he had many Enemies ; that the IVorld.^

which had nothing to objeSl againfl them., hated him., hecanfe
he reprov'*d their jinful Anions: That therefore tho"* they went
to the Feafi immediately., he wou'd not go yet

; for the proper
Time was not fully come: Whereupon he made a fliort

Stay in Galilee ; but foon after their Departure, he fet for-

wards towards 'Jerufalem., not publickly,' but as it were in
fecret, left he fhou'd too much awaken the Jcaloufie of his

Enemies.

In his PafTage through the Province of Samaria., he fent i^nke o.

fome of his Apoftles as Harbingers to provide Lodging ^^-'^^*

in one of their Villages, who upon their firft Trial were
uncivilly reje61:ed and refus'd Entertainment; becaufe X}[it Sa-
maritans perceiv'd they were going to Jerufalem to the
Fcaft, which they violently hated. This piece of Rudenefs
and Inhumanity was fo deeply refentcd by James and his

Brother John.,^ that they immediately defir'd PermilTion of
their Mafter, in Imitation oi Elias^ to command Fire down
from Heaven, and confume thefe inhofpitable Wretches.
But the Son of God willing to teach them, that the Marks
of a true Chriftian were Meeknefs and Love, not Fury and
Revenge, gave them this ferious Reproof, Te know not by
what Spirit yc are a^ed^for the Son ofMm is not come to de-

ftroy
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ftroy Mens Lives^ hut to fave them. And fo they went and
took Lodgings in another Village.

j[i!jV*' III. A little before our Lord's Arrival at Jerufalem at
' the Fcall of Tabernacles, about fixteen Months after his fo-

lemn Election of his Apoftlcs, and eight Months after their

iirft Million, he thought fit to make a fecond Choice of
Difciples ; and as his firil was of Twelve, according to the

Number of their Patriarchs and Tribes, this was of Seven-
ty, according to the Number of the Eiders qr Senatois of
Jfrael, The Names of moll of thefe are unknown to us

;

and we have only an uncertain Account of twenty eight of
them out of Eufehim^ Efiphanius and Papias^ whicii arc

Matthias^ Mark^ Lukc^ Barnabd^^ Stephen^ Philips Procho/uc^

Nicamr^ "Timon^ Parmenas^ NtcoUi^ Juftns^ Apelles^ ^ojvhc"

9ies^ Kiifiis^ Niger^ Cephas^ T'baddceus^ Arifiion^ John^ Barju-

bas^ Andromcm^ Junius^ Silas^ Lucius^ Manaen^ Mnafon and
Ananias. Thefe Seventy were fent out by two and two to- J

gether as the Apoflles ; and tho' they were of an interior
*

p.ank, yet our Lord gave the fame Reafon for their Mif-
(ion ; namely, T'hat the Evangelical Harvefi was great., but

the Reapers few. The Apoiiiles Gominillion was to go
at large to any of the Cities of Ifrael'^ but thefe Seventy
•were to go only to thofe particular Places which Jefus hjm-
felf delign'd to vilit, to make way for his Preaching and
Reception; who delign'd now a more full Revelation of

.

himfelf As their Journey was to be fhort and expeditious, J

he order'd them to avoid all Impediments, particularly the ^

formal Salutations then in Ufe, and the great Scrupulouf-

nefs that fome ha^gfeating fuch Things as were fet before

them by Strangersf»Trhe other Inftrudions to them were
the fame as he had given to the Apollles ; only adding the

lame Woes againfl: Chorazin and Bethfaida., and his own
proud City Capernaum., which he formerly denounc'd be-

fore the Multitudes, when John had fent his Difciples to

him.
John 7. The Feaft of Tabernacles always continued eight Days,
*"5^* and began this Year on the feventh or eighth Day of our

Month OBoher ; at which Time the Jews made great En-
quiry after Jep.is at Jerusalem., and had various Difcourfes

concerning him ; fome faying he was a good Man, and o-

thers an Impodor, But when all Mens Expeftations were
almoft over, on the fourth or fifth Day of the Feaft, he

ihew'd himfelf openly, and taught in the Temple, to the

great Wonder of the Jews., who were exceedingly furpriz'd

to find him fo perfed in the Scriptures, when his Education
had
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had been Without Learning. Whereupon he told them,

That he fpoke ?iot of htrnfelf-^ and that tf they were defirous of

ferformtng the iVtll of God^ they wou\ifoon perceive^ that his

OoSlrine proceeded from God that fent h'lm^ whofe Glory aloffc

foe fought to promote ; hut they vjere fo far from keeprag th^

Law of God^ that th:y fought even his Life. The People

cryM out, He waipojfejs'd; and ask'd hxmyli^hofought his Lifc^.

Upon which, he put them in mind of the infirm Man at

the Pool of Bethejda^ v/hom he cur'd a Year and a half be-

fore on the Sabbath Day; for whkh^ tho"* theythe/nftlvesus^d

Circur/^cifion on the fame Day^ without accounting it a Breach

vf MofesVL^if, yet they were fo impUcahly incens'*d againjl

him^ that they had refoh'd to jlay him. At the fame Time
fome who knew the great Hatred of the Magiilrates againft

him, admired to fee him fpeak with lo much Freedom and

Authority, and faid. Are they convinced that this is really the

Meffiah ? Adding withall. That they knew this Mans Pa-
rentage^ hut the MefliahV wotCd he wholly unknown.. But

Jefus with a loud Voice declar'd, T'hat tho" they knew his

Earthly Parentage,^ they knew not his Heavenly^ zuhich was
beyond their Conception. Then feveral of the People believ'd

on him, being convinc'd by the Greatnefs of his Miracles,

that he was the Mejfiah ; but the Pharifees and Rulers of
the People fent their Officers to fecure him: Refits who
couM not fuffer before his prefixM Time, faid to the Offi-

cers, That he was with them hut for aport T'ime,, andjhou'd
return to Him who fent him ; that they poti'dfeek to him in

uain,, for he vjas going to a Place whither they cou'^d not come.

The Jews did not underfiand thefe Words, but belicv'd that

he delign'd to leave Judiea^ and teach the Greeks and Gen-
tiles.

On the la(l and great Day of the Feail, when they per- j,hn 7.

form'd the joyful and pompous Ceremony of offering and 37-J3.

pouring out the Water, our Saviour Hood up in the Tem-
ple, and cry'd out, If any Man thirjl^ let him come to me
a-cd drink : IVhsfoever believeth on me^ according to the T'cnor

of the Scriptures^ out of his Belly pail jhiu Rivers of living

IVater: Meaning, as St. John oSferves, the abundant Graces
of the Holy Spirit, which fliou'd be poured out upon the

Souls of all Believers, after his Entrr^nce into Glory. The
People were much divided in their Opinions concern!ag
this Sentence ; for fome accounted him a Prophet, others

Acknowledg'd him the Mejfiah^ and others, who knew no-
thing of his Birth-Place, couM not believe him to be thePerfon,
becaufe they knew that the Mejfiah ffiou'd not be born in

GdVtke^ but in the City o? Bethlehem^ and of the Family of
David.
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Da.i)id. At the fame Time the Magiftrates belonging tQ

the Sanhedrim, examin'd the Officers whom they had fent

to take him, why they had not brought him ; and they being

charm'd v/ith his Prefence and Prtraching, aniwerM, That
never Man [poke like this Man. The Pharifees being more
inrag'd at their Reafon,than the Negled of their Office, up-
braided them for being fo fooliply [educed, andfollowing the

l^rror of the ignorant and curfed Populacy, when not one of
the Rulers and learned liabbies had ovjn'd him. Upon this,

Nicodemus, who had formerly conversM. with our Lord, and
remain'd his fecrct Difciple, calmly told the Afiembly, ithat

according to the Law, they ought not to condemn any Man un-
heard. But they with fome Anger, ask'd Whether he was a
Favourer of this Galilean? and bad himfearch, and he Jbou^d

find, that 720 Prophet ever came from thence. Thus the Af-
fembly broke up without proceeding againft him, and every

Man return'd to his own Houfe.

John 8. On the fame Night 3'^j7/>- repaired to the Mount of Olives
*""• about a Mile from the City, and probably lodg'dat Bethany.,

at the Houfe of Lazarus. Early in the Morning, he return'd

to the Temple, and in the Court of Women, at the Trea-
fury, he fate down and taught the People that were gather'd

about him. Shortly after, the Scribes and Pharifees with no
little Solemnity brought in a Woman taken in Adultery,

and placing her in the midft of them faid, Majier, this JVo-

man was taken in the very AB of Adultery : Now Mofes in

his Law exprefly commanded, That fuch Perfons jhou^d be

Jloned to Death ; but What is your Judgment and Determina-

tion ? This infnarcing Queftion was to find an Occafion of
accufing him, either of afTuming Judicial Power, if he con-
demned her ; or of nulling the Law, if he freed her. Jefus.,

like a Judge taking Minutes of a Caufe before him., ftooped

down, and wrote fomething with his Finger upon the Duft
of the Pavement : but they being urgent with him for an
Anfwer, he rais'd himfelf up, faying, tie that is without Sin

among you let him caft thefirjl Stone ; and (looping down, wrote
as before. This unexpeded Anfwer amaz'd thefe defigning

Accufers; and finding themfelves throughly convi6ted of
ttieir own Crimes, retired one by one, leaving the Woman
by her felf; which was little lefs than a Miracle. Jefiis find-

ing the Woman alone, ask'd her, Where were her Accufers ;

and whether any Man had condemn*d her ? She anfwer'd,

no Man had: Upon which he told her, That neither did he

.condemn her, but bad her Go andfin no more.

After
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After this Interruption Je^m rcturn'd to inftrudl the Peo- 7»^» t,

pic, and taking occalion, probably from the Sun's bright ^*--5'9*

ihining in the Morning, he declarM That he was the true

Light of the IVorld^ and that johofoever follow''d h'lm^ jhould

not walk in'Darknefs^ bnt in the Light of Life. Hereupon

the Pharifees reply'd, That the Tefttmony he gave of htmfelf

was not worthy of Credit. But he demonftrated to them.

That they judg d amif^ according to their oivn Law., and that

the Tejlimony he gave of himfelf was of fufficieyit Force., be-

caufe it was confirm'd by the Tejlimony of his Father., who
wrought ftich great Miracles by him: They then ask'd him.

Where his Father was ? He anfwer'd them. That they knew
not his Father., hecaufe they wou'd not acknowledge his Son.

He added moreover, and faid,/^o my Way.,audye Jhall feek
rne.^ and Jhall dye in your Sins : IVhither I go., ye cannot come.

And becaufe they ignorantly thought he wou'd kill himfelf,

that they might not follow him, he declar'd, That he was
not from below., as they were., but from above

'^
and that if they

did not believe in him., they pou*d die in their Sins. Then
they asking him., IVho he vjas; he anfwer'd, he was the Mef-
fiah^ but in fuch Terms as they did not underftand ; Adding
withall, That when they hud lifted him up upon the Crofsy

they Jhoii'd know., that he had done nothing of himfelf nor faid

any Things hut what he had heardfrom his Father. Thefe
Truths which blinded the Proud, enlightncd feveral other

Perfons, who believ'd on him; to whom he declar'd, That

if 1hey continuedfirm in theObfervation of hislVord.,they were
his real Difciples : That they Jbou'd knew the Truth., and the

Truth Jhou'd make them free. The other Jews reply'd. That
they were never Servants., but free^ as being the Children of
Abraham* He anfwer'd them. That whofoever committed
Sin., was the Servant of Sin ; and tho' Servants mi^ht have
fame Temporary Privileges., they cou^d not he truly free., unlefs

he made them fo : That they were Abraham'/ Children ac-

cording to the Flep., but in rejeHing the Truth., andfeeking
the Life of him who told them the Truth., they did not follow

Abraham' J- Steps., but made themfelves Children of another

Father., by following his Example and imitating him. They
maintain'd, That in that Senfe they had no* other Father but

God
I but Jefus reply'd again. That if they were the Children

of God., they wou*d hearken to his Word., and love his only be-

gotten Son., whom he hadfent. That as Murthcr and Lying
<ujcre the Works of the Devil., and the Marks of his Children',

fo fuch as fought the Dejiru^ion of an innocent Perfon., and
refus'^d their Affent to the Truth., had the Devil for their Far-

ther. They made no Reply to this, but by railling at him,

calling
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calling him ^ Samaritan, that was pojfefs'divkh a Devil. But
Jefus calmly aufvver'd, That he hud no Devil^ but honaur'd

his Father^ who would do him Jujlice^ hccaufe he fought niyt

his own Glory : Declaring afterwards, That whofoever kept

his Pr^ord, pou'd never dte^ meaning an eternal Death : But
the Jews^ who nnderftood it of the Death of the Body, took
occaiion to infult over him; demanding of him, Whether he

was greater than Abraham and the trophets^ that he cou^d

preferve them from Death that kept his Commandments^ vjhich

thofe great Me^t cou^d not avoid
'^
therefore what did hspretend

to make himfeif^ He anfwer'd them again. That he honour d
not himfelf but deriv\i all his Honourfrom his Father^ whom

Ji

Joy. Upon this, theyfcoffinglyask'd, Whether he coH\ihave

feen Abraham, when he was not yet fifty years of Age "^ That
is, arriv'd at the ccm.mon Years of Superannuation among
the Jews. But he reply'd, Verily^ verily I fay unto you^ be-

fore Abraham was^ 1 am. Upon which Aifertion, which
they took for Blafphemy, after the manner of the Zealots^

they took up fome of the broken Stones of the new Build-

ings, deiigning to kill him. But he miraculoufly withdrew
himfelf out of the Temple, and efcap'd their Fury.

A little before our Saviour's Departure from the City,

the Seventy Difciples return'dfromtlieir Journey and Mini-

ilry, greatly rejoycing, becaufe the very Devils
.^
by means of

his Name., were fubjed to them. Jefus in Confirmation of

their Report, told them, That while they were preaching.^ he

faw the Prince of them., f^lH^^g like Lightning from his Em-
pire and Dominion : Declaring farther, That he *gave them
Power to tread upon themoft venomous and malignant Powers

of the Devil., without the leajl Damage : let that they ought

not fo much to reJoyce for the SubjeHion of thefe evil Spirits^

ayfor their having their Names written in Heavsn, hx the

fame Time Jefus was tranfported with the like Motion of

the Spirit as formerly, glorifying the Name of the Lord of

Heaven and Earth., for revealing the Myfieries of Heaven to

fuch Infants and^ mean hifirumentSy and concealing them from
the Great and IVife in the^^orld. Then turning to his Di-

fciples, he privately pronounced a Bleffmg upon their Eyes
which were Partakers of fuch Happineis : Declaring, That

many great Prophets and Kings had pajjlonately longed to fee

and to hear what they had done., without gbtaimng the Blef-^

About
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About this Time, a certain Do6tor of the Law among Lake lo.

the Company llood up, and that he might find Occalion a- ^rv*
gainfl him, demanded of him, lV/:^at he muft do to inherit

everlaft'tng Life ? Our Lord perceiving his Conceit, referr'd

him to the Law, asking him, What hs read there ? The
Man readily anfwcr'dout of Denteroytomy^ ' Thanpah love

* the Lord thy God with all thy Hearty with all thy Soul^with
* aU thy Strength^ and with aU thy Mind ; and thy Neigh^
* hour as thy J elf. Jefus told him, He had rightly anfwer''d^

and bad him. Perform that., and he JJjould live. But this

Scril^e being defirous to appear Holy, and an exad Obferver
of the Law, demanded farther of him. Whom he ought to

account his Neighbour ? "^fefus antV/er'd him by a Parable of
a certain Jivj., who in the great Road between Jerufalem
and Jericho was robbed, ftripped, barbaroully treated, and
left almoil dead with his Wounds : When a Priejl and a
Levite.^ both of his own Country, pafs'd feverally that Way,
they uncharitably avoided him, and gave him no Affiftance

:

But a Samaritan., a Stranger, and abhorr'd by xh^Jews., fee-

ing this didrefled Pcrfon, with great Compaffion came to

him, poured Oil and Wine into his Wounds, carefully

bound them up, fat him upon his own Bead, and carry'd

him to an Inn, where he committed him to the Care of
the Holl, and left him Mony to provide Ncceifaries for

him, with a Promife of a farther Supply if Occalion required

it. jefus deiirous that the Dodor fhould make Application
himfelf, ask'd him. Which of thefe three Pajfengers wa^
Neighbour to the diflrejfed Ma?i'\ He anfwer'd. He who
pew'd Mercy to him. And Jefus approving the Aiifwer,
bad him, Go., and do likewife : Intimating, tiiat Merely was
due to all Perfons, and that Neighbours were not confin'd

to Countries and Relations, nor Religions.

Shortly after, our Lord departed from Jerufalem towards Lnke^f^.

Galilee \ and in the Beginning of his Journey, he entered a 3S~4i-

fmall Village c^iWd Beihoiny., on the farthe ft Parts of Mount
Olivet., about two Miles Eaft of Jerufalem^ where he was
joyfully entertain'd by a Woman call'd Martha^ who with
a Sifter Alarv., and Brother Lazarta were highly in Favour
with him. While Martha was bufie in preparing what iTie

could for her heavenly Gueft, her Sifter Mary., whom fe-

veral believe to be the fame with Mary Magdalene., fat at

Jefus^s Feet, hearing his Words with great Attention.

Whereupon Martha complain'd to him, That her Sijicr fuf-
fer^d her to take all the Trouble ti^on her^ defirif^g that he

would command her to help her. But J^ff^s anfwer'd her with

great Serioufnefs, That jhc cumber d and diJlurbM her felf

with
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ix>ith worldly Cares^ whereoi one Ithmg was primarily need^
fiil^ the hearing of his IVord^ which Jince Mary had chofen^

Jhe jhould ne-vcr want the Bekejit of it. By which Words
he condcmn'd not the Hofpitality of Martha.^ but taught her.

That her Care and Toil, tho' commendable in its felf, was
of far lefs Value and Concern than that of her Sifter's.

z:«>/-n. A few Days after, Jefus being probably returned into
Galilee., his Difciples feeing him at Prayers, one of them
delired him to compofe a Prayer for their Ufe^ as John had
done for his Difciples. Whereupon he gave them the fame-
excellent Prayer, which he had done above eighteenMonths
before in his Sermon upon the Mount, only omitting the

Doxology at lad. Then he encourag'd them to ufe Fer-
vour and Importunity in their Prayers, by producing two
familiar Inftances : The firft of one Friend coming to ano-
ther at Midnight to borrow Provifions for his Stranger,

who at that unfeafonable Hour might obtain his Requefi by his

Importunity., when he could not by his Friendjhip : Much more
theyfiould obtain their 'Petitions., when aslCd with an injlant

TLeal and Perfeverance. The fecond was of a common Pa-
rent, who would not give his Children Stones infiead ofBread

^

nor Serpents inflead of Fijh., nor Scorpions infiead of Eggs.

And if evil Parents knew how to give good Gifts to their

Children., much more their heavenly Father would give the

Holy Spirit to fuch as asJi'd Him.
After this, St. Luke mentions our Lord's difpofTelfuig a

dumb Demoniack ; upon which Occalion the Pharifees not

only perfifred in their former Blafphemy, that he eje6led

Devils by Beelzebub their Prince, but alfo again impudent-

ly demanded of him a Sign from Heaven. But Jefus con-

futed their Malice by the fame Arguments he formerly us'd

upon that Account ; and likewife gave the fame Anfwer to

their demanding a Sign ; declaring, I'hat they jhould have

no other but that of ]o\\'XS the Prophet: Adding fome few
of the fame Inftrudions to the People, as he had formerly

given in his Sermon upon the Mount. In the midfl of his

excellent Difcourfe, a Woman in a Tranfport cry'd out,

Blejfed was the l^Fomb that bare him., and the Breajis that

gave him Suck! But Jefus declar'd, T'hat they were more

blejfed., who heard the If^ord of God and obferv'd it. At the

finifliing his Difcourfe, he was invited by a certain Phari-

fee to dine with him, where he fat down without wafhing

his Hands, contrary to the Traditions and Cuftoms of thofc

People; which both furpriz'd, and offended the nice Maftcr

of the Houfe. Bat oui Lord knowing the corrupt Defigns

of
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of him, and the reft that \verc with hhn, very freely told

him, That they were very careffd in cleanfing the Outfides of

their Cups and Vejfels^ but their inward Parts^ their Hearts^

. were full of Rapine and Impurity
\ Jhewing their Ignorance in

not knowing that the fame U'^orkman made both\ and prefcrib-

ing a Remedy^ namely^ Alms and A<^s of Mercy ^ whichJhould
make all "Things clean and pure to them. After which he

took an Occalion to expofe all the great Hypocriiie and
Villanies of the whole ^tOi.^ together with the Scribes and
Do6lors of the Law, who were offended at his invedive

Difcourfe: Infomuch, that the Company were extreamly

exafperated, and us'd all polTible Methods enfnare him, and
to gain an Opportunity of deftroying him.

In the mean Time, an innumerable Multitude of People ^''^' li.

being gathered about him, fo that they trod one upon ano- ^"^^'

ther, Jefus admonifliM his Difciples to beware of the Leaven

6f the Pharifees, which was Sowerncfs and Hypocrifie\ and
not to be dtfcourag*d at the Malice and Perfecutions of Men^
but to fear God alone

.^
and to repofe a Jiedfaft Confidence in

him. In the midft of his Difcourfe, one of the Company,
more intent upon his temporal, than fpiritual Concernment,
delir'd him, to fpeak to his Brother peaceably to divide the

Eftate latelyfallen to them. But Jefus., to fliew that every
Pcrfon ought to keep within his Calling, anfwer'd. Who
m.adc him a Judge or a Surveyor of their Concerns ? Upon
which he admonifli'd his Auditory carefully to beware ofCo-
vetnufnefs

; for Mens Happinefs conftfted not in plentiful Pof-
fejfions. And to enforce it the more, he propounded this

Parable: A certain wealthy Man., finding his Land to produce
a vaji Increafe of Fruits and Goods., refolv^d to pull down his

old Barns and Repofitories., and build larger ; and when he
had thus fecurd his Profits^ he would fay to his Soul., Soul,
thou haft plentifully provided for many Years, now take
thine Eafe, cat, drink and enjoy thy Pleafures : But God
deftroy^d all his Defigns., andfaid to him., Thou Fool, this

very Night fhall thy Soul be required of thee; for whom
then haft thou fecured thefe Things > Such is the Condition.,

added he, of him who hoards up Treafure for himfelf and is

not rich in his Anions to God. For this Reafon he taught
his Difciples, not to be folicitous or anxious for the Things of
this Life\ that they Jhould be fo far from heaping up Riches^

that they ought to part with what they had to the Poor., that
they might have a Treafury in Heaven,, which would natu-
rally draw their Hearts after it. That they were indeedfmaU
in Number., bnt however they pould be oj goodConrage, fwce

L i^
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it was their Father's Pleafure to give them the Kingdom. He
told them farther, T'hat they pould be always in a Readinefs

to appear before God., to have their Garments girt about them^

And their Lights burnings as Servants who watch for the Re-
turn of their Mafter from the Wedding. That being made
Stewards of God's Houfe., to dijlribute to others the Food of
his U 'ord., thcs ought to difcharge their "Trufl faithfully ; not

like the fuolijh Steward., who finding his Lord to defer his Re-
turn., corfum'd the Goods intrufled to him in Debaucheries.,

and us''d his Authority to abufe his Fellow Servants
; for which

he Jfjould have his Portion with Hypocrites and Unbelievers.

That finee the Son ofMan would come in a Day and Hour
unknown to them., to require an Account of the r Management^
they jhould always watch as a Majier of a Honfe would do^

if he knew what Night the Thief defign'd to rob his Houfe.

That knowing the IViR of their Mafter., they were the more

culpvwle if they dad not obey it ; and the more they had en-

trufted with them., the greater their Accounts would he. To
thefe Diicourfes he join'd and added fome others, already

obferv'd in the Sermon upon the Mount, and his In(lru6t:i-

ons to the Apodles w hen he firil fent them to preach the

Gofpel.

Lti\!e 15. Before the Multitude departed, fome Perfons then pre-

1-9- fent mention'd to our Lord that feverc Punilhment inllided

upon the Galileans or Gaitlamtes by Pilate., whofe Soldiers

cut them in Pieces while they were facriiiclng at the Altar

;

dciiring to knoiv his Opinion of thofe miferable Sufferers.

Jefns difcerning their Thoughts, firlt ask'd them. Whether
they believl'd th-jfe to be greater Sinners than the reft of their

SeJ7^ becaufe God had abandon*d them to fuch dreadful Ufage.

And then declar'd, That without their Repentance., they

jhould all meet with the far/ie., or the like Judgment. He al-

fo let them underflMiid, T'hat they ought to make the fame
Application of th'^ ether Calamity that hapned in Jerufaiem

latek ; namely., the Fall of the "Tower of Siloam, which caus''d

the 'Death of eighteen Perfons of the City. And that he might
engage ihem to make the molt profitable Ufe of their Time
for a finccre Repentance, he fet forth the Patience of the

Almighty towards them by the Parable of a barren Fig-tree

in a Vinevard, which wanting Fruit for three Years fuc-

ceflivcly, the Mafter of tne Vineyard ordcr'd it to be cut

down, as uiclefs and cumberfome. But upon the Gardi-

ner's promiling to ufe a more than ordinary Care about it,

he deferr'd it a Yeaf longer, with a Refolution of dellroy-

ing it, if it contiuu'd unhuitful; as God would do to thofe

^ People
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People if they brought not forth Fruits as would Evidence

a true Repentance.

On a Sabbath Day not long after, Jefus, according to ^»*' n«

his Cu/lom taught in one of the Jewtp Synagogues; in

which Place there came a Woman grievoufly affliaed with
an evil Spirit, which St. Luke calls a Spirit of Infirmity,

which had continu'd eighteen Years, and fo bowed her Bo-
dy, that flie could not lift her felf up. Jefm feeing this

deplorable Obje6l:, call'd her to him, mercifully laid his

Hands upon her, and pronouncM her freed from her Infir-

mity ; and at the fame inftant (he was made ftrait, and glo-

rify'd God for her Cure. Whereupon the Ruler of the Sy-
nagogue with a malignant Concern told the People, T'hat

there were fix Days tn every IP'^eek by God allow d for La^
hour ; that they might come for Cure iit thofe Days^ and not

on the Sabbath^ which was a Day of Refl, But Jefus an-

fwering him, demanded of thofe Hypocrites, Whether tt

was not equally lawfulfor him to loofe a Daughter of Abra-
ham and the Covenant^ from eighteen Tears Bondage of Sa-

tan, on the Sabbath ; ai for them to loofe an Ox or an Afs on

thefame Day^ and leadthem to watering^ At which his Ad-
verfaries were lilenc'd and exceedingly afham'd, while the

People highly rejoyc'd at his glorious Anions. Wherefore
that he might prevent them from being difcourag'd at the

mean and fmall Beginnings of his Kingdom, he compared

its fprcading Nature to a Grain of Muftard Seed, which in

Time comes to be the largeft of Herbs ; and to a fmall

Quantity of Leaven, which in a (hort Time diftufes it felf

through a large Mafs of Bread.

IV A little above two Months after the Feaft of Ta- John 9,

bernacles, our Lord, after feveral Removals, repaired again

to Jerufalem^ at the Feaft of Dedication, which this Year
began on the 13th or 14th Day of our Month December,

This Feaft was inftituted by Judas Maccabeus^ in Memory
of his Dedication of the Temple, after he had clear'd that

and the Altar from the horrid Prophanations of Amiochus
Epiphanes ; and was annually celebrated in the Month Ca-
Jleu^ and continu'd with great Solemnity eight Days. Je-
fus being arriv'd at this 'I ime, and walking in the Streets

on a Sabbath Day, faw a poor Man blind from his very

Birth. Whereupon his Difciples, according to the Jewljh

Notion of Souls finning in fome pre-exiftent State, defir'd

to be fatisfy'd, Whether it wm his own^ or his Parents Sins

that caus'd this Calamity ? Jefus inform'd them, nat his

Blindnefs was not upon the Account of any Stns committed by

L a hm^

i-i».
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him or his Parents^ but that God might more confficuoujly

manifeft the IVorks of his Power: Adding, T'h^t it was his

Office to do ihefe l^^orks in the 'Time allotted him^ before h e
,

was taken from them ; and that fo long as he continued in the

World^ he was the Light and Guide of it. Then fpitting up-
on the Ground, he tbrm'd fome Clay, and anointed the

poor Man's Eyes with it; a Way the moft unlikely to cure

Blindnefs, fending hini to wafh in the Pool of Siloam., a

Spring in the City remarkable for miraculous Accidents.

The Man was obedient to his Commands ; and upon his

Return found his Sight perfe6lly reilorcd, to the great A-
mazement of his Neighbours and Acquaintance ; who at

lirll doubted whether he was the fame Man who fat beg-

ing in the Streets. But he affur'd them, That he was the

'Very Perfon^ and that a Man caWd Jefus had refiored his

Sight \ and informed them how it was effecSled,.

john^. This furprizing Accident made fome very inquifitiVeafte?

iS-34* J-^f^^'y but not finding him, they carry'd the Man before the

Grand Sanhedrim^ to be examin'd by the Rulers. Here
fome of the Phanfees were very ftrift and uneaiie ; and be-

ing inform'd that the Cure was perform'd by the fervile

Works of making Clay and Wafhing, they declared, Thai
this Man was not of God^. becaufe he kept not the Sabbath Day.

But others could not beliey^that a wicked Man, or anlm-
poftor could work fuch Miracles ; fo that there was a great-

Divilion in the Aflembly. Whereupon they ask'd the poor

Man, Ml-at he thought himfelf; who anfwer'd. That he

looked upon Jefus as a Prophet. Thefe Things were furpriz-

ing and ailonifhing, but they would not believe the Mira-
cle 'till they had fcnt for the Parents of the recovered Man;
of whom they enquired. Whether he was really their Son

who was born blind^ and by what Means he was reflored ? But
they fearing the Pharifees., and knowing that they had made
an Order to excommunicate any Perfon who fliould ac-

knowledge Jefus to be Chnji; made Anfwer, That they

knew the Party to be their Son., and that he was bern blind.,

hut were ignorant of the means of his Recovery., and of the

Perfon who effected it ; but that tJyey might be throughly in-

formed by their Son., zvho was of Age to anfojer for himfelf.

Whereupon they call'd the Man to them a fecond Time,
and ordcrM him. To give God the Glory ^ for they knew Jefus

to be a Sinner. He anfwer'd. That he knew nothing of his

being a Sinner ; but fo much he was ajfured of that he had
been blind.^ and was n9vj recovered. But they, reftlefs in

their Inquiries, again ask'd him. How he received hts Sight'^.

He anfwer'd them with fome Roughnefs, That he already

informed'
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inform d them^hut to no Effect \ asking thcm^Whetherthey dt-

fign'dto be his Difciples'^. At which, they told him in a great

Rage, T'hat he was his Difciple, but they were Difciples of

Moles, who they knew was commijfion^dfrom God\ but as for

thvs Jellis, they knew not whence he was. The Man boldly

•reply'd. That it was very unaccountable^ that they Jhou^d not

perceive whence that Man was^ whom God had indu'd with

fuch a miraculous Power of opening the Ryes of one bom
blind \ a'Thing never heard offinee thel^^orld began: Adding,

if this Man were not of God^ he cou'd do nothing. This ex-

treamly provok'd theni, T'hat fuch a vile Sinner as hejhou'd

frefume to teach them; and they caft him out of the AfFcm-
bly. As John Baptijl was the firft who fuffer'd Death ; fo

this was the firft who fufter'd Excommunication upon the

Account of the Gofpel.

Jefns hearing of the poor Man's Fate, met him fhortly Johtt 9.

after in fome publick Place, and ask'd him. Whether he be- V"^'^'

liev^d on the Son of God'^. He reply'd, Who is he., Lord., that
i.^^i,*®*

/ may believe on him ? Jefns telling him, T'hat he had already

feen him., and that he whs fpoke to him was the Perfon ; he
anfwer'd, Lord^ I believe! and immediately fell down at

his Feet and adored him. Jefus turning to the People, de-

clar'd, 'That he came into the World to bring an amazing
Judgment., that the Blind might fee., and fuch as faw might
become blind \ that is, fuch whofe Pride hinder'd them from
acknowledging their fpiritual Blindnefs : For fome of the

Pharifees demanding of him. Whether they alfo were blind.'^

He anfwer'd them, If they were fenfible of their Blindnefs.,

they fhotid be freedfrom their Sin; but becaufe they difown^d
that ImperfeSiion., their Sins wou'd be imputed to them. And
having expos'd the Pride and Vanity of thofe blind Guides;,

he propounded to them three different Charaders of fuch
as undertook the Care of Souls, under the Parable of a
Shepherd and his Sheep; teaching them, Th.at there were
fome., who injiead of entring by the Door of the Sheep-fold^

climb''d up fome other Way., like Thieves and Robbers to jleal

and dejiroy. And he explain'd this Similitude, w^hich they
did not underdand, by declaring. That he was the Door.,

by which Men mufl enter either for the Government of the

Flock., or the Salvation of their Souls ; that all other Preten-
ders were no better than Thieves and Hobbers. Secondly,
There were others.,^ who having enter'^d by the Door., guided
and governed the Flock as Mercenaries and Hirelings ; and up-
on the Appearance of the Wolf abandon d the Sheep., becaufe
they lov'd themfelves onh., and not the Flock. Thirdly, There
were alfo the good Shepherds^ who enter''d the Sheep-Fold with

L :» the
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the Porter s Attendance^ knew their Sheep and their Names^
and were known and followed by them. Of thefe third Sort
he declar'd himfelf to be, proving, That he was the good
Shepherd.^ fince he came to lay down his Life for his Sheep.,

and that willingly and freely.^ in Compliance to his Father"*

s

Pleasure : for as much as no Man cott'd take it aroay from
him ; and when he had laid it: down.^ he coi^d take it up again.,

and none cou'd hinder him. T^hen he declar'd, T'hat the Jews
were not the only Sheep for whom he roou*d die ; that he had
Qther Sheep.f namely.^ the Gentiles, whom he woud bring jjj4o

ins Fold., and out of both wou'd make up one Flock^ conjlfiing

offuch as heard his Voice., of whom he himfelf wou'd be the

Shepherd alone. This Difcourfe rais'd a new Difference a-

mong his Auditors; fome faid He was pofjefs'^d and mad\
but others declar'd, Jhat a Man poffefs^d coud not utter fuch
excellent 'Things., much lefs open the Eyes of one horn blind,

xt-lt. Before the Conclulion of the Feaft, it being Winter and
cold Weather, our Saviour, according to the Cuftom of the

Jews^ walk'd in thofe magnificent Cloyfters on the Eaftern

Parts of the Temple and the Court of the Gentiles., call'd by
the name of Solomons-Porch. Here the Jews foon gathcr'd

about him, and ask'd him. How long he wou'd keep them in

Sufpence ; requiring him to tell them in pofitive Terms., whe^
ther he was the Mefliah, or not. He made anfwer. That he
had already informed them fufficiently., but to no Effe6i ; that

the Miracles he wrought in his Father s Name were a fuU £-
vidence of his Perfon ; but that they believd not., becaufe they

were none of his Sheep., who both hearkned to him^ and fol-

low''d him. And to fhew them how great Lofers they were
by not being of his Fold, he added. That he gave to his

Sheep eternal Life., and they Jhok'd never perijh
; for no Man

cou'd pull them out of the all-powerful Hands of his Father^

nor out of his own., becaufe He and his Father were really

One. Upon this laft Expreifion the Jews concluded
him a Blafphemer, and after the manner of the Zealots took
up fome of the Stones of the new Buildings to Hone him.

Whereupon Jefas asked them, For which of thofe many good

Works which he hadjjoewed them from his Father it was that

they went about to ufc him fo barbaroufly ? They readily made
Anfwer, That it w--h not for any good Work., but for dire6h

Blafphemy^for making himfelf Goa.,whenas he was but a Man.
But he made it appear. That fmce in the Scriptures Men
were fometimes called Gods., they cou'd not charge him with

Blafphemy., for giving himfelf that Name., efpedaily him who
was really the Son of God., andfandifyd by his Father. And
that he was fo^ he told them^ was evident from his Miracles.,

which
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which poH^d command their Beliefs tho' his Words did not
\

they being real Proofs that He luas in his Father^ and his Fa-

ther in Him. All this did not appeafe their Rage and Fury
againft him, for they fought Hill how they might take him,

but he efcaped out of the Temple, and fliortly atter depart-

ed from the City.

Tnis concluded the third Year of cur Saviour's publick
J';^'^«^»

Miniitry ; in which Year a new Volume of the SybiC^
""*'

Books was received, and added to the reft by a Decree of
the Senate of Rome; but not well rellOi'd by the Emperor
Tiber! r^, who HOW more and more afflided the City and
Nobility by his fubtil, jealous and tyrannical Behaviour.

Tho' he liv'd retir'd from Ro^r.e^ and at a conlideraiDle Di-
llance, yet the Degeneracy of the Senate, and the Bulinefs

of Spyes and other wicked Inftruments, caus'd infinite Ac-
cufations, Punifjiments and Executions. This was the un-

fortunate State of y?c/»2^ : A Concern for the Glory of the

Empire, was accounted a Delign of gaining it; an innocent

Remembrance of Liberty, was thought an Aim to re-e(la-

bliih the Common-wealth; to praife Brutus and Cafflus^

was a capital Crime; to bewail Jhguftus^ a fecret Oftence;^

and every Adion became liable to forc'd Interpretations:

Simplicity of Difcourfe, they faid, exprefs'd evil Deli^ns

;

a Secret Silence, conceafd niifchievous Intentions
; Joy,

was the Hopes of the Emperor's Death ; MelanchoUy, au
Envying his Profperity; and Fear, the juft Apprcheulions
of a guilty Confcience : So that Speaking or Silence, Joy
or Grief, Fear or AfTurance, were all Crimes, and oiteii

incurrM the extreamell Puniiliments. Virtue and Caution
were now no Security to great Men ; for it was not fufn-

cient for them to be freed from the Corruptions of Accu».
fers, and the faUe Reports and Sufpicions of wicked Infor-

mers, but they alfo Hood in fear of the very Im.^ginat!on

of the Emperor ; and when they juftly thought themfclves
fecure by the Innocence, not only of their Adions but their

Thoughts alfo, they were often ruin'd by the Malice and
Subtilty of his Conjedurcs.

Thefourth Tear ^/ChriiVj- publick Minijlry.

V . We are now arrived at the fourth and hll Year of A. D.
our BlelFcd Saviour's publick Miniitry, whicii began in the 33.
titth Month of the nineteenth of Tihcrhf. ; a Year the iwq^ Tiber,
happy and memorable that ever d^^ or can happen witriin j^

L 4 tiic v^
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the whole Compafs of Time ; in which were brought about

thofe glorious and ftupendous A6i-s, the Redemption of
Mankind by the Death of the Son of God, his Refurredion

.

from the Grave, his Afceniion into Heaven, the Dcfcent of
the Holy-Gholt, and the Eilablifhment of the Chr'tjhajt

hhn 10. Church. This Year began with our Lord's Departure from
^"'^^*

Jerufalcm^ apd his Paffage over the River Jordan to Betha-
bara^ where John had formerly baptiz'd. Here he was fol-

low'd by great Multitudes, whom he taught according to

his Cuftom, and cured all that were Sick and Diftemper'd

among them. This caus'd many new Followers and Be-
lievers, who declar'd, That tho' John wrought no Miracle^

yet they hadfound that all was true that he had fpoken of
this Man,

Ln>e 13. While he continu'd in thefe Parts, a certain Man put a
^3-3^- curious Queilion to him, concerning the Number of the

BlefTed, whether many or few fhou'd be faved : Upon
which he took Occaiion to advife his Auditors, to ufe their

quickeft Endeavours to enter in at the jlrait Gate,, for that

ma?iy poiCd feek to enter it,, and not he able. T'hat when once

their 'Time was paji,, and the Door jhut,, it woiCd be in vain

for them to cry,, Lord open to us ! for the Majier of the

Houfe,, wou^d then declare that he knew them not : Andwhen
they Jhou^d alledge^ That they had eaten and drunk with himy

and heard him teach in their Streets,, he wou^d command
them to depart as Workers of Iniquity. That then Jlooti'd the

Jews we'fpand lament to fee fo many Heathens^ from all¥arts

of the Earthy pojfejyd of the Glories of Heaven^ with Abra-^

ham, Ifaac aad Jacob, and all the Prophets,, and themfelves^

roho were Heirs of the Kingdom^ thrufi out ; and be made
the lafi,, who were once the firfi. The fame Day he was
interrupted by fome of the Pharifees^ who advis'd him to

depart immediately, for that Herod was refolv'd to have his

Life if he Uay'd in his Dominions. But Jefusy knowing
the Time of his Death, fearlelly bad them. Go tell that fub-

tie FoXy that he had ftiII fome Time remaining to ejeSi Devils

and cure Difeafes^ and that then he fhou'd confumrnate his

S'^-crifice by fuffering Death at Jerufalem, which was the

Place appointed-, as tt were,, for the Slaughter of all the Pro-

phets. Whereupon he made a mofl pathetick Exclamation

againn that unhappy City, ufing the fame Words which
we (hall have occaiion to remember in another Place.

Shortly after, our Saviour was invited by one of the chief

\'-z^,^' of the Pharifees to dine with him on a Sabbath Day ; whi-

ther he was follow'd by a Man fick of the Dropfy. Jefus

obferving the Man, firfl; demanded of the Scribes and Pha-
rifees
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rifees then prefent, Whether it was lawful to heal on the Sab-

bath Day > But receiving no Anfwer, he healed him ; and

having lent him av/ay, juftify'd what he had done, by ask-

ing them Whether they would not have done as much to [avc

an Oxe or an Ajs on that Day ? To which they cou'd make,

no Reply. Then oblerving'that the Gueilsthen invited en-

deavour'd every one for the chief Places at the Table, he
took that Occalion to reprove fuch proud Contention for

Precedence ; telling them, That when any Man was invited

to a Feaji^ it was not Wifdom in him to take the highejl Place^

left he jljou^d he forc'd with Disgrace to remove lower^ to

make Room for fome more honourable Perfon: But that on the

contrary^ it was beft to take the loweft Place^ that fo he who-

invited him mighty if there were Caufe^ make him to go higher

y

which wou'd gain him more Honour among the Gucfts : For

that the Proud pou*d be debafed^ and the Humble exalted.

After thus inllruding the Gueils, he then turn'd his Dif-

courfe to the Mailer of the Houfe, whom he found too

regardlefs of the Poor and Needy ; advifing him in his

Feafts, Not to invite his rich Neighbours and Relations^ who
wou'd be fure to return his Invitation ; but rather the Poor^

Blind^ Lame and Impotent^ who cou'd make no Returns
; for

that God wou'd recommence fuch charitable Ads at the Refur-
redion of the Juft. One of the Company hearing thefe laft

Words, repeated that known Saying among the Rabbins

^

' Blejj'ed is he that Jhall eat Bread in the Kingdom of God.

Whereupon Jcfus Ipakea Parable to them of a certain Man
who made a noble Entertainment, and having invited many
confiderable Guclls, fent his Servants to delire their Company
juft when the Supper was ready : But they all made Excu-
fes ; one had purchas'd Land, another had bought Oxen,
a third had lately marry'd, and all refus'd to come. This
very much enrag'd the Mailer of the Feaft, who in all

Hafte fent into the Streets and Lanes of the City, and ga-

ther'd together all the poor, lame and impotent Wretches
that were to be found. But finding Hill that he had much
Room for more Guefts, he order'd his Servants to go out
of the City, into the High-Ways and Hedges, and ufe Com-
pullion to fuch as they found, that his Houfe might be fill'd

;

folemnly declaring, T'hat not one of the firft invited Guefts
Jhou'd tajl of his Supper : Intimating by this Parable, that

the principal of the Jews fhou'd be rejeded, while the moft
defpicable Part of them in the Streets and Lanes, and the

poor Gentiles in the High-Ways and Hedges, Ihou'd be re-

ceiv'd.

Jefus
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i.^e 14. J^ffts purfuing his Progrefs, was follow'd by great Mul-
»J"3^ titudes ; and well knowing the unfound Minds of many of

them, he declar'd to them, as formerly to his Apoftles, that
whosoever hated not his Father and Mother^ his IVife and
Children^ his Brothers and SifterSy and his own Life alfa^

when it came in Competition with Him^ coH*d not be his Di-
fciple. And that they might not fail in the Day of Trial,

he advis'd them to caft up before-hand, what a real PofTef-

fion of Chriftianity might cofl: them : That as a Man who
intends to build a Towcr^ ought firft to compute whether he
be able to defray the full Charges of ity left he Jhori'd be af-

terwards laughed at for his Folly ; and as a King who makes
War with another King^ ought firft to confidcr whether he
has fufficient Power to engage bim^ and be provided with all

Necejjaries for fuch an Undertaking : So they ought to confi-

der whether they cotid be content to relinqtiijh all to be his

Difciples, Adding farther, that his Followers ought to be the

Salt and Seafoning of the World^ which if it once loft its Sa-
vour^ was the moft nfelefs and unprofitable thing in Nature.

Xfikeis. Among the great Multitudes that daily follow'd our Sa-
i-S*. viour, were many Publicans^ and others of a wicked Life,

who throngM to hear his Difcourfes
;
y^rhich gave great Of-

fence to the proud Scribes and Pharifees, who murmur'd
at his condefcending Goodnefs, in freely converling and
eating with fuch infamous People. Therefore to convince
them, that their Complaints were unreafonable, he ask'd

them, Whether if a Man had a hundred Sheep^ and one of
them ftrafdy he wou^d not leave his ninety nine^ andfeek for
that One j and when he had found it^ wou'd not take it upon

his Shoulders with great Joy^ and call in his Friends to con-

gratulate his good Fortune } And in the like Mannery whether

a Woman^ who had ten Pieces of Silver^ ifJheJhou''d lofe one

of them^ wou^d not fweep the whole Houfe for it ; and upon

finding it^ reJoyce with her Neighbours : Telling them, that
as in thofe Cafes the finding of the Sheep and Ptece cf Silver

j,

wou'd caufe greater "Joy than all the reft that were never loft ;

fo the Converfion of one profligate Sinner^ woud. caufe greater

Joy among the Angels in Heaven^ than ninety nine Perfonr

who were never in that State. Which Truth he then farther

explained and provM by another excellent Parable. There
was a Man who had two Sons, and the younger oi them
having received his Portion of Goods from his Father, tra-

veird into a foreign Country, and fpent it all in Lewdnels.

and Debauchery- After he had confumM and devour'dall„

he was necelFitated through Want and a Famine to keep-

Swine to get a hard Livelihood ; and in this abandon'd Con-
dition^
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dition, refleding upon his Folly and Mifery, he refolv'd to

return to his Father, and humbly acknowledging his Fault,

to beg hrs Favour to entertain him again, not as his Son,

but his Domeilick Servant, that he might not perilli writh

Hunger. As foon as his Father faw him at a Diflancc, he

was alic6i:ed with an extraordinary Joy and CompalTion
;

and running to him, fell on his Neck, and kifs'd him ;

while the Son, not elevated with this Kindnefs, with the

profounded: Marks of Sorrow and Humility, dcclar'd, 72-'^^

he hadfin-7ed againft Heaven^ and before h'lm^ and was not

wqrthy to be called his Son. This free Confeffion wrought
an entire Reconciliation to his Father ; who in all Halle

ftripp'd him of his Rags, call'd for the richeil Habit for

him, and made a magnificent Feaft in his Houfc, to rejoice

for his Return. This generous A6tion was highly difplca-

fmg to the elder Brother; who returning out of the Field,

and perceiving the Mulick and Jollity, refus'd to enter in-

to the Houle, becaufe his Father had lliewn greater Refpetl:

to his lewd extravagant Brother, than ever he had to him,

tho' he had always been very faithful in his Duty to-

wards him. This being objecled to his Father, he made
Anfwer, "that he was always with him^ and all that he had
was his ; but it was Necejfary to fcaft and rejoice over his

Brather^ whofe Cafe was extraordinary^ having been deadafid

rejior^d to Life, loji and found again. By thefe Parables, he
not only difplay'd the Tendernefs of God, and his Readi-

nefs to accept to Mercy all true Penitents ; but alfo, under
the Name of the elder Brother, he reprov'd the unjuft Mur-
murs of the Pharifeesy w^ho were difpleas'd at his enter-

taining Sinners, tho' the Salvation of fuch was the main
End of his coming into the World. s

At'ter Jefus had exposM the Pride and Envy of the Phri- Luh^^s,

rlfees., he proceeded to reprove their Covetoufnefs, in ano- i"»3»

ther Parable propounded to his Difciples ; which was of a

certain rich Man, who had refolv'd to call his Steward to

an xVccount, and to remove him from his Place, having re-

ceiv'd an Accufation againil: him, that he had embezlcd m$
Goods : The Steward finding himfelf in Danger of being
reduc'd to a fhameful Begging, or to fuch Labour as he
cou'd not fuftain, invented tnisProjed to make up his Lofs,
and caufe others to entertain him ; He call'd all his Lofd\-
Debtors, one by one, and difcharg'd them of a Part of their

Debts
; permitting him who owed a hundred Barrels of

Oil, to fet down but fifty in his Bill ; and him who owed
a hundred Meafures of Wheat, to make it but eighty ; and
proportion-ably the reft. Then he taught his Difciples not
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to imitate the Injuflice, but the Forecaft and Policy of this

Steward^ by employing their earthly Riches to make them
Friends in the Perjbns of the Poor, by that Means to be re-

ceiv'^d into everlafting Habitations in Heaven
; fo that the

Children of Light might not be lefs prudent in Things relat-

ing to their Salvation, than the Children of this IVorld were
in the Management of their temporal Affairs. After which
he taught them, That as Men were faithful or unjuft infmall-
€r 'Jhtrigs, they ought to be fo accounted in greater : So that

if they were unfaithful Stewards of the Riches of this IVorld,

they Jhoti'd not be entrufted with the Riches of Heaven: And
that God and the World's Riches were two fuch contrary Ma-
flers, as no Man cou'd ferve at the fame Time.

^ukeiS,
^ The cove;tons Pharifees heard thefe Truths with Con-

f4-3i. tempt, and derided the Pronouncer of them ; but Jefus
fharply reprov'd their horrible Pride and Hypocrifie, and
their Aftedation of the Efteem of Men, which was abomi-
nable in the Sight of God ; and the more culpable in them,

hecaufe they li'b'din the "Time of the Preaching of the Kingdom,

cf God, which began at John, and was prejs'^d into by all the

inferior People. And tho* it was eafier for Heaven and Earth
to be difJolv''d, than one 'Tittle of the Moral Law to fail, yet

they had endea'uour'*d to weaken it by their Traditions
;
parti-

cularly the feventh Commandment, which they frequently broke

bypermitting andpra^ifing Divorces upon unjuftifiable Grounds.

Then, as it were, re-afliiming his Difcourfe againil Cove-
toufnefs, he propounded a moll affeding Parable or Exam-
ple of a certain pamper'd rich Man, every Day enjoying

the Pleafures of Diet and Habit, Eafe and Luxury ; and of
a certain rniferable Beggar nam'd Lazarus, laid at his Gate,

cover'd all over with Ulcers, and fo opprefs'd with Hun-
ger, that he beg'd to be fed with the Crums that fell from
the other's Table, but cou'd not obtain that Charity from
the hard-hearted Wretch ; whofe Dogs, more m.erciful than

their Mailer, went and apply'd their healing Tongues to

his Sores. At the Deaths of thefe two, their Fates were
as ditferent as their Lives ; the poor Man was tranfported

by the Angels into Abraham's Bofom, the Place of the moft
perfed Felicity ; the rich Man had the Honour of a fplen-

aid Funeral, but his Soul was carry'd to the difmal Regi-

ons of Hell : From whence, in the midll of his Torments,
beholding the Happinefs of the Beggar whom he had con-

temn'd, he cry'd out to Abraham for Mercy, begging. That

he vBOU^dfend Lazarus but with one Drop of 14' ater to cool

hts Tongue, for he fuftain^d unexprejjihle Torments in that

Flame, But the holy Patriarch told him, That it was juft,

that
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that as he had enjoy'*d all the Pleafures in his Life T'tme^ and

Lazarus born all the Miferies, that hejhou^d meet with Tor-

ments^ and the other with Comfort. And farther, That it

was impojjihle to afford him Reliefs by lieafon of that vajl

Abyfs between them., that cut off all Intercourfe whatfoever ;

The rich Man perceiving that there was no Mercy to beob-

tain'dforhimfelf, thotightof his five Brothers, then living in

the flime Luxury and Riot; beCccching Abraham to fendL^-
zarus and give them an Account of his miferable Condition.,

to frcvent their Coming into the fame Place of Torment, But
Abraham rcply'd, That they had the Holy Scriptures.^ which

were fufficient to teach them their Duty. Whereupon the

other alledg'd, That if one went to them from the Dead., it

wou'd work a certain Repentance. But the Patriarch gave

him this peremptory Anfwer, Th/it if Men refm'^dto heark-

en to the Holy Scriptures., they wou'd never be perfuaded by

vne who arofe from the Dead. This Parable not onlyfhew'd

the milerable Fate of covetous and uncharitable Perfons,

but alfo hinted at the Deftrudion of the unbelieving Jews.,

who w^ou'd neither hearken to Mofesand the Prophets, nor

to Jefus rifing from the Dead.

Then Jefus turning to his Difciples, acquainted them as £„^j ,-.^

formerly. That it was impoffible to prevent Scandals and Of- i-io.

fences., but that it wotid be difmal to that Perfon who cans'*

d

them : That he who fcandaliz'd or difcourag''d the leafl Be-
liever., had better be plunged into the Ocean with a Miljlone

about his Neck : That it was their Duty to admonijh and re-

prove an offending Brother^ and to pardon him if he repented.,

tho'* he trefpafs^djeven Times in one Day. The Apoflies ap-

prehending fome Difficulty in his Injun<Sl:ionS) pray'd, That
he wou'd increafe their Faith ;. Jefus anfwer'd them, That if
their Faith were but true., one Grain of it w^ou'd be of fuffi-

cient Force to command that Sycamore Tree to be removed in-

to the midfi of the Sea. Then to remove from them all

Thoughts of Merit, when they had done their befl: Servi-
ces, he propounded an Example of a Servant, who after his

Return from Ploughing and other Labour in the Field,

was not immediately to find Eafe and Refrefhment, but to-

wait and attend his Mafler 'till he thought fit; and after he
had us'd his utmoft Diligence, was not to expe6l: Thanks from
his Mafter, as tho' he was oblig'd to him. And fo likewife

that they., when they had obferv'd all the Commands of God.,

were to account themfelves unworthy and unprofitable Ser-

vants., for that they had only performed their Duty.

VL Afteir
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hiJke 17 V !• After two Months Abfencc from Jerusalem, our
Lord deiigning to begin his lalt Journey toward that City,

pafs'd between Galilee and Samaria^ to take a fjiort Circuit
beyond Jordan in Percca^ aiid to enter Jiid^va not far from
Jericho. In his Paffage towards Jordan^ at a certain Vil-
lage, he faw ten Men together, all Lepers, who (landing at

a Diftance, cry'd out, Jefus.^ our Majier^ have Pity on us !

Jefus only order'd them to go and fliew themfelves to the

Priefls, according to the Law ; which they obeying, were
cur'd in the Way. One of them, who was a Samaritan.^

and a Stranger in Refped of the Jews^ immediately return'd

back,
.
glorifying God, and call himfelf at our Lord's Feet,

to return him 'JThanks for the extraordinary Favour. Jefus
to Oiew the Gratitude of this Man, faid in a kind of Afto-
nifhment, IVere there not 'Ten cleansed} Where then are the

other Nine"^. It is furprizing., that none jhoiCd return to give

G^d Glory for fuch a Mercy^ but this Stranger. And he faid

tp him, Arife.^ and depart., thy Faith has been thy Cure.

Luke 17. About this Time, the Pharifees., who waited for the
»o-37- Coming of the Mejjiah^ and had drawn up a Romantick

Scheme, that he fiiou'd appear with the utmofl: Glory of a

temporal Monarch, dem^anded of him, IVhen the Kingdom
of Godjhori^d come > He anfw^er'd them, That it fiou'd not

appear with outward Pomp and Splendor., nor be confined to

any particular Place., but that it was already come., and was
begun amongfl them. From hence he tooK an Occafion to

acquaint his Difciples, That the Time wou'd come when they

Jhou\i dcfire to e77Joy his Prefence but one Day., butpoii'dnot

fee him : That his next Coming fboti'd be fudden and glorious.,

like a Flap of Lightning flying along the Skies ; but that he

muft firfifuffcr many things., and be reje^ed by the Jews, That
as It was i?i the Days of Noah, when Men eat., and drank.,

and marry''d., not thinking upon the Flood,, ''till it came Jud^
denly upon them^ and confurnd them

; fo it jhoud be at the

Ttme of his fecond Coming : And that as the Fire from Hea-
ven fell rmexpecledly upon the Inhabitants of Sodom ; fo

fhotCd his ComiKg be., to take Vengeance upon the Jcwiih Na-
tion., as unexpected as that. That then all their Thoughts

Jkqud be employed in faving themfelves., without looking be-

hind them., either to pity or fave others ; remembring the

Fate of Lot's Wife., who for looking back was changd into a

Pillar of Salt. That fuch as Us'd any unchriflian Courfe to

fave their Lives., pond lofe them ; but thatfuch as ventur''d

them., as they ought., fijoit'd preferve them. And that in that

Time there pond be much of God's diflln^uiping Mercy and
Providetidi
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Providence difcern'd^ in rescuing fome^^ and leaving others to

terijh by the Calamity, His Difciples asking him, Where

theje 'Things fhotCd happen : he hinted to them, That Jem-
falem and ]\]idx2iJboii'd be the Carcafs^ that jhotCd be torn

in Pieces by the Roman Eagles.

At the lame Time Jefus taught his Difciples not to faint, ImU il.

nor be weary of Prayer ; and to (hew of how great Advan- '*'*+•

tage it was to pray with Fervency and Perfeverance, he

propounded a Parable of a poor Widow, who by her con-

tinu'd Importunity alone, prevailed with an unjuft Judge to

vindicate her Wrongs, tho' he fear'd neither God nor Man.
And if fa^ much more might they expert that the jujl God
woud reuer/ge his EleSl^ who cry^d to him Day and Nighty

tho" he feem^d flow in the Execution. He farther informed

them. That this Vengeance againft the unbelieving Jews
fljou d be fpeedy ;

yet he intimated, that at his Coming to

take it, he fhou'd find bur little Faith, but little of that patient

Waiting tor God, which he had been urging. Then to Ihew
that Humility in Prayer was as Necelfary as Perfeverance,

and to beat down the Pride and Confidence of the Phari^

fees^ he delivcr'd another Parable : Two Men went up into

the Temple to pray, the one a Pharifee, a Man of Repute,

the other a Publican^ a Man of Infamy ; the former went
boldly up to the chief Place, and pray'd after this Manner,
God^ I thank thee.^ I am not fuch a Sinner as other Men arcy

I am no Extortioner^ not Unjufl^ no Adulterer^ nor like yon
Publican ; I faft twice every IVeek^ and pay Tithes of all

Things 1 pojjefs. But the poor Publican on the other Side,

ftanding at a Diftance in the Court of the Gentiles^ out of
a deep Senfe of his Unworthinefs, and not daring to lift

up his Eyes towards Heaven, beat upon his Breal!:, and
cry'd. Lord., be merciful to me a Sinner ! Then ^efus de-
clared, That this latter departed more acceptable to God than

the other
\ for that the Proudjhou'd be dcbafedy and the Hum-

ble be exalted.

Shortly after, 7^7^/ crofs'd the River Jordan into Percea.,
j^f^^f^ ^^,

where he was followed again by vali Multitudes of People, r--i2.

whom he both taught and cured of fuch Diliempers as they ^i^^^^^-

had. Here the Pharifecs came to him, and demanded of
*'"^^'

him, Whether it was lawful for a Man to put away his Wife
for every Caufe ? By which Queftion they thoug'lit to en-
fnarc him ; for if he anfwcr'd affirmatively, it wou'd con-
tradi£t his former Dodrine ; li negatively, it might render
him odious to many of the People ; Whereupon he ask'd

them. What Mofcs commanded in the Law} They reply'd,

That Mxjfes allowed them to put away their Wives^ upon
'giving

y
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giving them a Writing to teftifie their Divorcement. Bntyefu^
referr'd them to the lirll Inliitution of Marriage by God
himfelf; where it was declar'd, when Male and Female
were created, ' That a Man Jhould lea-ve Father and Mother
' and cleave to his IVife., and that they two Jhou'd become one
' Flejh : And that therefore feeing God had united them^ Man
' ought not to feparate them. They Hill infifted upon the

Pcrmilfion given them by Mofes:, but he anfwer'd them,
Ifhat Mofes aliovfd it only for the Hardnefs of their HeartSy
but thatfrom the Beginning it was otherwife : T'hat therefore

whofoever -put away/nslVfe^unlefs in the Cafe of IVhoredom.,

and marry''d another
.^
was an Adulterer ; and vohoever marry^d

the divorced Party^ was Guilty of the fame Sin. His Dilci-

ples, when they had rctir'd to a Houfe, confulted him again

upon the fame Subjcd, and he rcturn'd them the fame An-
fwer; from whence they made this Concluiion, That if the

nupttal Lavjs were fo fin^.^ it was better not to marry at all.

"Jefm told them, That the Purify of afingle Life was attain-

able by only a few., whom either Nature had befriended^ or

human Force had rendred incapable of Marriage^ or whom the

ardent Defire ofHeaven had enabled to preferve a confummate
Chaflity. And fince all Men were not capable of fo great

a Virtue, he concluded with thefe Words, He who is able

to obferve it^ let him dofo.: That is to fay, He who has the

Gift of Continence beftow'd on him, let him ufe it ; it is

more commendable for fuch an one to live lingle.
Matt. 19. Several of the Company perceiving how ready our Lord

^M^rk^io. "^'^s ^o ^^ good to all who came to him, brought little

J 3- 1 6.
*

Children to him, that he might lay his Hands upon them
Lftke i2, and blefs them. His Difciples, thinking it unfit that their
'^^7.

Mafter fhou'd be diilurb'd and interrupted by Infants, re-

buked and fpoke roughly to thePerfons who brought them.

But Jefh-., who had ftewn his Regard to fuch not long be-

fore, was difpieas'd at this Action, and order'd them. To

fuffer., and not forbid little Children to come to him and be his

Otfciples., for to fuch belonged the Kingdom of Heaven : So-
lemnly declaring. That whofoever recav'd not the Kingdom

of God with the Humility and Simplicity of a little Child.,

Jhoii'd never enter into it. After this, he took the Children

up in his Arms, laid his Hands upon them, and blelTed

them ; and then departed from thence.

A/4,'M9. As Jefis was on his Journey, a young Perfon of Quali-
\6~-i.6. ty, of great Riches and Authority, ran to him, and humbly

^n-J,'"' ^^Pon his Knees propos'd to him this important Queilion

;

Ln)te\k. Good Mafler., what good Thing muft I do to obtain eternal

>8--i7- Life\ y^>; knowing that he took him for Man only, firft

ask'd
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askM him, l^^y ke gave him the "Title of Good^ which only

belong'd to God himfelf: And then in Anjwer to his Quejlion

told him, that if he expeSied eternal Life^ he mufl begin with

keeping the Commandments. The young Man asking him,

which of them he mull keep, he rercrr'd him to all the

Comnaandments of the fecond Table, as a certain Sigi\

t)f his Keeping thofe of the firfl, and nam'd them diih'ndtly

to him. Upon which he return'd a ready Anlwcr, That he

had kept all thefe from his Xo^i^^ deliring to know, in whai

foe was yet dcfcclive. Jefus looking on him, fliew'd fome
Signs of Love and Pity towards one who was fo folicitous

concerning his eternal Happinefs ; but withal knowing his

CovetQuihefs, and willing to touch the fecret Sore of his

Mind, he gave him this extraordinary Command to try him

;

namely. That he jhou'd go and fell all that he had^ and di~
,

fir'tbHte it to. the Poor., and tah up his Crofs andfollo-vj him
;

telling him that if he did fi.^
he poH*d meet r^itb a greater

.^

and more certain Tre^fure in Heaven. This was like a

Thunder-clap to the young Gentleman, who being unable

to endure the Thoughts of parting with fo vail an Elbte,

tho' for Heaven it lelf, departed with great Sorrow and
Concern, Jff^^ feeing him thus troubled, look'd round a-

{)0ut him, and declar'd to his Difciples, That it w-as ejctremQ-

fy difficult for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom, of Hea-
ven. And hecaufe they were much furpriz'dat thefe Words,
he repe'4ted the fame Truth to them; faying. Little Chil-

dren.^ how hard is it for fuch as trufl in their Riches., to enter

into the Kingdom of God I It is e.uj.er for a Camel to pafs

through the Eye of a Needle^ than for fnch to pafs into Hea-
ven. This Aifertion encreas'd the Aiionillimefit of the A-
poftles, who thereupon faid one to another,. UIjo then can

he faved\ But Jefm rcniov'd their Fear3 by letting them
know, That tho- thefe Things were impojjible xrnth Men., they

were not fo with God^ who cou'd change the Hearts and
Affections of Men as he pleas'd.

The Apoftles having heard what Reward Jefin had pro- Uatt.i^.

mis'd to- the young- fcn in Exchange for his earthly R{- ^7--?^-

chcs, Peter in the Name of the refl, delir'd to know, U'l^at ^f.\
,\°'

Reward they might expect., fmce they had relmqHifh''-d all and Lftkej^o
'

follojv'd hi'm^> J?ffis reply 'd. That at the general RefurreSiiGp., 2.S -30."

when he himfe(f^ fljou'^d be feated upQn his Throne of Glory, .

they alfo Jhou'd fit upon twelve Thrones, judging the iwelve

Tribes of Ifrael : Declaring farther. Thai not only they, but

whofoever JJjou^d forfake his Houfe and Lands, kvi Kindred
and Relations, for His and the Gofpel's Sake, [houd receive

f.ich Comforts j» this l^Wld, with his Perfecuttons, aspjud
'

'

JVI vitfilj
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vaflly exceed his former Lojfes^ and tn the World to come E-
tcnt'al Life. But to teach them, that the firO: may come to

be lait, and the hit firft; and to fhew them, that thefe high

Rewards proceeded from the Bounty of Heaven, and not

Mens Merits, he propounded this remarkable Parable. A
certain Mailer of a Family went out early in a Morning to

hire Labourers into his Vineyard; and agreeing with feve-

ral at certain Wages, amounting to feven Pence half Penny
of our Mony, he fent them immediately to work : About
the third Hour of the Day, he found other Labourers un-
cmploy'd, whom he alfo fent to work in his Vineyard;

telling them, T'hat he woiid give them what was reafonable.

About the lixth and the ninth Hour he did the fame, and

alfo about the lall Hour of the Day, (till fending in new
Labourers, with the fame Promife oigiving them what wai

reafonable. At Night, when all were to receive their Wages,
he order'd his Steward to begin with the lafl: Comers, and

to pay them the fame Wages that he had promised to the

iirfl: ; which caus'd the other to expe6l more, and to mur-
mur againll the Mailer for equalling thofe who had wrought

but one Hour^ to them who had labour"*d a whole Day. But
the Mailer reprov'd their invidious Complaints, aiid made
it appear. That he did them no Injury^ becaufe he paid them
according to Agreement ; and for the refl^ it was lawful to

give them as much as he fleas d. Thus thofe Workmen who
mod valuM their Labour, notwithftanding they had wrought
longefi, were lad regarded, and leall elleemed ; and thofe

who had lead Confidence, were fird rewarded, and libe-

rally treated. From whence 'Jefus concluded, 'That the lafl

Jhou*d be firft^ and the firft lafl : For many were called^ but

few were chofen.

7./;«^ii. V 11. O^^i* Bleffed Saviour continu'd not many Days in

Periva., before he received a Medage out of Judaea from
two Siders of Bethany., Martha and7kr^ry,of the dangerous

Sicknefs of their Brother Lazarus., aPerion whom he lov'd

in a particular Manner. Jefus made Anfwer, that his Sick-

nefs was not irrecoverable., but inflided on him to manifefl both

the Glory of God., and of his Son:, therefore, tho' he had a

fpecial Kindnefs for the Family, he hadned not, but tar-

ry'd two Days dill in the fame Place. After that he pro-

posed to the x^podles his Returning into Judaea'., but they,

appreheniive of their own, as well as his Danger, objc6ted,

the late Endeavours of the Jews to done him, and were
furprix'd at his Dcfign. Jefus acquainted them. That his

Time, like each particular Day.^ bad its flated Length., in

which

l-l6.
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-which he might jvalk m the Light without Danger^ ''t'lR th^

Nightpould put a period to it. Then he added, 'That their

Friend J^azarus was fallen aflsep., but he would go and. awake

him, His Difciples underftanding his Words literally, made
jmfwer, That his fieeping wouldprove his Cure^ therefore he

need not go : But he told them in plain Terms, That L^a^

Zarus ivas really dead^ and that for their Sakes^ andto conjirra

their Faith ^ he was glad that he was not prefent at the Time
;

but that however now he would go to the Place. Thomas
finding his Mafter refolvM to go into Jud^ca^ where there

was fo much Danger, with no little Courage cry'd put,

Let us go alfo^ and venture our Lives with him.

In this Journey, the Apoftlcs Minds were fiU'd with dif^ Matt, je,

couraging and melancholy Appreheniions ; and 'Jefus to ^7
-^8.

arm and prepare theni againft the Scandal of the Crofs, -^x^.^^'

taking them apart, declared a third Time, That he muji go Luke is.

up to Jerufalem, where all Things that were written by the 3i"'34'

Prophets concerning him (jjould be fully accompltJh''d\ parti-

cularly that he jhould be deliver"*d up to ^^^Jewifli Governors.^

the chief Friejis and Scribes^who Jhould pronounce him Guilty

of Deathy and turn him oyer to the Gentiles, from whom he

jhould meet with the higheji Fadignitics^ and Crucifixion it

felfi But that he Jhould rife again the third Day. But they

ftill conceiving and expecting a temporal Kingdom, were
at a Lofs ; and, as the Goipel obfcrves, knew not the

Things that were fpoken. l^ hopes therefore of this ima-
ginary Greatnefs, and fuppofing the RefurretSlion he had

fpoken of to be the Beginning of his terreftrial Kingdom,
the two Sons of Zebedee^ by the Mouth of their Mother
Salome., humbly petitioned, That they two might have the

Honour of Sitting one (^t his right Hand^ and the other at his

Left in his Kingdom ; as the Heads of Judah and Jofeph
had the firft Places among the Rulers of the Tribes of If-

rael. Jefus immediately condemn'd their Rafhnefs, and firft

ask'd them, IVhether^ as a Qualification for his Kingdom^
they were able to endure that bitter Cup^ and that bloody

Baptifm that were appointed for himfelfl They, without
coniidering the Confequence, anfwer'd, That they were a-

hie. Jefus mercifully bearing with their Infirmities, tol4

them. That they jhouldpartake with him in his Cup and his

Baptifm^ but that the great Honour of the chief Places of his

Kingdom was to be difpos''d of according to the Prerdetermi-

nation of bis Father. The Ambition of thcfe two cxtream-

ly provok'd the Indignation of the other Ten ; but Jejus

to cure their Je^loufie, as well as the others Ambition, de-

M 2 elar'4
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clarM to them all, T'hat his Kingdom was far different front

thofe of tins li'^orld^ whofe Princes and Governors flrove to

exercife their utr/ioji Power and Dominion over their Snb-
je£is ; where(ti^ whofoever expe^ed to be Great and Chief a-

mon^^ his Followers^ mujl be a Servant to the reji ; according

to the Example of himfelf who came not to be waited on^

but to ferve others^ and even to lay down his Life for their

Redemption.

Lrtkn^. Jtfm crolTing the River Jordan into Jud.va., foon after
^' ^-' pais'd through fenchoy a celebrated City, fecond to Jeru-

falem^ and about twenty Miles almolt Eaft of it. In this

City rcfided a certain general Colledor among the Publi-

cans called Zaccheus^ a Man very rich, and not a little de-

firous of Seeing Jcfis : But becaufe the great Throngs pre-

vented him, he ran before, and being of a very fmall Sta-

ture, climbM up into a Sycamore Tree, in a Place by which
he knew he was to pafs. Our Lord, knowing the Hearts

of Men, and being p leafed with his Earneflnefs and Zeal,

as he pafs'd by, call'd him by his Name from the Tree,
and defired him to hajien down^ for he defign'd to be his

Gnefi that Day. This Call was rcceiv'd with great Joy
and Satisfadion by Zaccheus'^ wiiile others murmur'd and
retiected upon Jefus for entering the Houfe of a Man of fa

Scandalous a Profeffion. But he made it appear by the mi-
raculous Change wrought in the Heart of this Publican.,

that he went thither only as a Phyfician for the Cure of a

diftcmper'd Family; for Zaccheus prefenting himfelf before

him, iblemnly dtelar'd, That he would give even half of his

t.ftate to the Poor.^ and if he hadknowingjvwron^d any Man
^

he would refiore him fourfold. Whereupon our Lord pro-

nounc'd, That Salvation w^s come to his Houfe.^ and that he

w<ts a Son of Abraham as well as others
; for that the Son of

Man -was come to feek and to jave what was loft.

i-Hke 19. All thofe who were prefent, harkned to Jefus with great
1 1-27. Attention ; and as they were near to Jerufalem.^ they thought

that the glorious and imaginary Reign of the Alejfiah \YOuld

immediately commence, fuppoling that Jefus had under-

taken this journey to the Pafibver to feat himfelf upon his

Throne, and to be inftall'd in his Kingdom. But he know-
ing their Thoughts and Expedations, propounded this Pa-

rable to them : A certain great and noble Man, being rea-

dy for a Journey into a foreign Country, in order to take

PofTeflion of a Kingdom juft fallen to him, call'd all his

Servants, and gave to every one an equal but fmall Sum of

Mony to trade withal, and improve, till he fliould return.

Some
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Some of his Country-Men, who hatqd him, fent ^fter him,

and declared that they would not admi\ of him for their Go-
vernor; But notwithftandiug this Op^qiitiorif having ob-

tain'd this new Kingdom, he returned again, and firit call'd

his Servants to Account to whom he had intruded his

Mony : And finding that one of them had improved his

Mony to ten Times, and the other to five Times the Sum,
he munificently rewarded the Induftry of the firfl: with the

Government of ten, and of the fecond with the Govern-

ilient of five Cities. But calling a third Servant, who in-

ftead of trading with his Mony, had carefully lock'd it up,

fearing, as he pretended, the great Severity of his Mailer,

and not daring to hazxard what was intruficd to him, the

King immediately condemn'd him by his own Words, and

that his fearing a fcvcre Account was an Aggravation of

his Negle6i: ; therefore he took away his Mony and gave

to him whom he had moll bountifully rewarded; declaring,

l^hat aH who improv''d what they had Jhould have more^ but

that the others Jhould lofe all. This done, he fummon'd all

thofe who refused to acknowledge him for their Governor,

and ordered them to be put to Death in his Prefence. By
This Parable our Saviour intimated not only the PuniOi-

ment of negligent Chriflians^ but alfo the Deilrudion of

the contumacious Jews.

The next Day, Jefus leaving Jericho^ and being accom- Mark lo.

pany'd with great Multitudes, a certain blind ?vlan, named 4^-fi

Bartimaus.^ the Son of Tim.vuf, who fat by the Way-ljde
begging, being infornVd of the Meaning of this great Con-
courfe of People, and hearing that Jefuy pafled by, cry'd

out with another Blind Man in the fame Road, Jefus^ thuu

Son of David., have Mercy on me I The People w^ho accom-
pany'd Jefus., efpccially fhofe who went before him, fpoke
roughly to him, urging him to keep Silence; but he cry'd

out fo much the louder, as alfo did his Companion, Thofi

Son of David^ have mercy on me I Jefus., who had cured an-

other blind Ma;i at his 'Entrance into Jericho., flood ilill,

and commanded him to be call'd; which caus'd fomeabqut
him to bid him be of good Courage fince Jefus call'd him.
Bartimceus immediately call away ])is Garment, arofe and
went with his Companion to Je'f/ts ; who asked them boi:li,

M^hat Favour they expeSiedfrom him\ They anfwer'd, Lo>d\
that thou wouldft open our Eyes. Whereupon our Saviour,

being mov'd with CompafTibn, and pleas'd with their ready
Faith, touch'd their Eyes, and immediately they received

fheir Sight, and followed him, glorifying the AUpighty God;
M 3
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as likewifc did all the People, who had been Witnefles of
this Miracle.

Four Days after Lazdrus wis bliryM^ our Lord drriv'd

at Bethany^ within two Miles of yerufalem^ where many of
tht Jews Worn Jerusalem had repaired to condole with the

two Sifters Martha and Mary^ for the Lofs of their Bro-
ther. Before he enter'd the Town, Martha with great

Eagernefs met him^ and in a moft pathetick Manner cry'd

out, Lord! if thou hadjl been here^ my Brother had not dyed

^

Adding, T'hat jloe wen certain^ that ft'tll God would grant
whatj'ocver he fleas'd to ask ; doubting as it werCj his, tho'

not his Father's Power. Jefus affur'd her, That her Bro^
therpould rife again \ which fhe readily granted, but be-

liev'd it iliould be at the general Refurredion at the laft

Day, Whereupon y<?//^J-declar'd, That the RefurreBion and
the Life depended upon him alone

-^
That fuch as believed tH

him^ if they were dead^ pould be rejlor^d to Life ; and far-

ther, fuch as liv*d and believ'd in him^ pould not die eternaU

ly: Demanding, Whetherpe believ'd he hadfuch a Power '^.

She affented to all at once; declaring^ Thatpe believ''d him
to be the promised MelTiah, the Son of the living God, Af-^

ter this Difcourfe, fhe return'd to her Sifter Mary, and told

her privately, That the Majler was come^ and expeSied to fee
hcr\ upon which fhe immediately rofe up and haftned to

the Place where Martha left him ; which fudden Adion
caus'd the Jews to follow her at a Diftance, fuppodng t^at

according to Cuftom, (he went to lament at her Brothers
Tomb. Mary approaching the BleftTed Jefus^ fell proftrate

iat his Feet, and with the profoundeft Marks of Sorrow,
cryM, Lord] If thou hadfi been here^ my Brother had not

d\^d. Her Tears and Sorrow, accompany'd with the La-^

mentations of her Followers, affeded the Son of God, fo

that he groaned within himfelf; fhewing his Indignation

againft Sin, which had drawn on Death and this Afflidion.

T'hcn demanding where they had bury'd the Body, he fol-

low'd them to the Place, fympathizing with them, and
weeping as well as they ; which occafion'd fome of the

Jews to fay, Obferve^ how he lov'd him ! while others ma-
Ticioufly ask'd, could not he^ who open''d the Eyesof theBli'nd^

have prevented this Mans Death'^. Jefus {Till manifefting

the. fame Perturbation of Mind^ came to the Grave, which
was a Pit, with a Stone laid at the Mouth of it, which
Stone he commanded to be removed; but Martha objc6led,

That the Body had been now dead four Days^ and that the

^^mng of the Grave wofild only occafion a noifamf Smell. Je^
fui
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fjis reproved her Infidelity, and told her, She might exped t.o

fee the Glory of God Mamfejied in htm. Then the Stone be-

ing removed, he folemnly lift up his Eyes to Heaven, and

pniy'd; faying, Father.^ I thank thee that thou hajl heardme\

I know that thou heareji me at all 'Times ; but I fpeak this

becaufe of thefe People who Jiand by.^ that they may be con-

vine d^ a?id afjur'd of my Divine Miffion. Having fpokea

thefe Words, he cry'd with aloud Voice, Lazarus, come

forth: And immediately he arofe from his Bed of Darknefs,

having his Hands and Feet bound with Grave-Clothes, and

his Head wrapp'd with a Napkin ; all which Jefns ordered

to be loosM. This was the third and greateil Miracle our

Saviour had ' wrought in this Kini ; and was a noble

Fore-runner of the greateft of all his Miracles, his ownRe-
furredion..

Tliis folemn and incontellable Miracle caus'd th€ greateft >^" ^*'

Surprize and Aftonifhment to all the Spe6lators, and convinc'd
'^^"^'^'

the greatcii Part of them, who from that Time believ'd

in Jefus ; but others more obftinatc, reported the Matter in

Jerttfalem to his mortal Enemies the Phartfees. Upon
which Report immediately the grand Sanhedrim met, and
had a folemn Debate, M-^hat they Jhould do.^ fmce this Ma^
had vjrought many Miracles'^. That if they thus permitted him
to go on^ all the Nation vjould believe him to be the Meffial^^

and that then the Romans fe-aring he pould fet upfor a Ktngj

and withdraw the People from their Obedience., would coniii

and defiroy their City and Nation, Whereupon the High-
Prieft Caiaphas ftood up, and very imperioufly delivered hU
Opinion, That they underfiood nothing., nor confider''d., thc^

the publick Safety was firji to be confulted^ that it was neceffa-

ry for one Man to die., rather than a whole Nation jhnuld

perijh. Thus did this wretched Man exprefs the cruel Mo-
tions of his Hatred againft the Son of God ; but though he

knew nothing of the Deligns of Heaven for the Salvation

of Mankind, yet God was pleas'd at this Time to honour
his Priefthood in the Perfon of his High-Priell, and propae-

cy'd by his Mouth of the Death which Jefus Jhould f-uffer^

to fave not only the Jews, but alfj to gather together into one

Church the Children of God., which were difperfed in all po-

ther Nations. This Advice was fo well approved by the

rcil, that from that Time the Priclls and Phartfees ip.ught

all Opportunities to put himto Death ; and to that End
iiliiM out Orders, That if nnv Man knew where he was., he

jhould difcover him., th^t he might be apprehended. But iie-

. caufe his Hour was not yet come, tho' it drew -ver-yjiear,

he declinM their Fury for a fhort Time, by liot appemng
M 4 ill
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!n Piiblick^ but iretiiliig into a dcfart Placc^ and d little Ci-
ty caird Ephraim^ in the Borders of Samaria^ not far from
Jericho^ where he continued a few Days with his Apo-
ftles.

John ti. iSix Days bfcfore this lad PafTover, our Lord, in Order to

go up to Jerufalem^ repaired again to Bethany^ where he
was gratefully entertain'd at a Supper by the two Sifters;

Martha waite'd, but Lazarus whom he had raisM, was one
of thofe who fat at the Table with him. This Supper was
made upon a Sabbath Night, which, according to Cuftom,
was always more plentiful than any other; and Mary to

exprefs her Love and Bounty, took a Pound of the moll
valuable Ointment composed of Spikenard, and anointed
the Feet of Jefit<^ and wiped them with the Hair of her

Head ; and the whole Houfe was fiU'd with the fragrant

Perfumes. The Sight of this coftly Entertainment provok'd
the corrupt Humours of Judas Ifcariot^ who complain'd-,

That this might have been fold for 300 Denarii^, about 9 A
7/. 6d\ of our Mony, and given to the Poor; not that he
valu'd the Poor, but, as the Gofpel obfcrves, that he might

fratifie his Avarice; But Jefus order'd him, Not to hinder

er, for Jhe had referv*d it againji the Day of his Funeral
;

and they had always Opportunity to jhew their Charity to the

Poor^ but not fo to him. At this Supper great Numbers of
^ews out of Curioiity came to Bethany

>^
not only to gain

a Sight of Jefm^ but alfo of Lazarus^ whom he had fo n>i-

raculoufly rais'd from the Dead. But the chief Pricfts out
of Fear and Envy confulted alfo to put Lazarm to deaths

becaufe that by Means of his Refurre6tion, many of the

Jews believ'd and were converted to Chrifl',

PAL M'^S U N B At

V ill* ^^^ following Day after out Saviour's Supper
at Bethany^ began the lall: great Week of his PaHion, which

Mark 11. ^^s fi^e Tenth Day of the Month Nifan., anfwering to our

LnlTx^. ^9th of March ^ tind was the fame Day that the Pafchal

^9-58.
* Lamb was taken up snd prefented at 'Jerufalern, On this

^l"""
^^' Day, our Lord, deiigning no longer to avoid the Fury of

^^ *''^*
the 7^wx, refolved to make his publick and Kingly Entry

into Jernfalem^ and prefent himfelf in the Temple as the

true Lamb of God, that was to take away the Sins of the

World. Therefore leaving Bethany in the Mornings and
taking his Difciples and others with him, he arriv'd at a

Place call'd Bethpage^ upon Mount Olivet^ fomewhat lel«

than

1-9.
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than ^ Mile from yerufalrm : From whence he fent two of

his Apoltles, probably Peter and Johx^ to a neighbouring

Village, telling them, TlyM ai a Place vjhere two ^ays rnet^

theyJbou'd.find a She-Afs^ and a Colt with her that was yie-

ler backed:, ordering rhem, to loofe them both a:^d bring them

to h'lrn: And that if the Owner interrupted them^ they pon^d
let him know^ That the Lord had Occafion for them\ upon

their faying thofe IVords^ hi won*d freely let them go: Shew-*

ing by 'this his Divine Power over the Hearts and WillS of
Men. The two Apodles exactly obey'd this Order, and
jfinding all Things as Jefm had tofetold, they brought the

Als and Colt to him ; and laying their Garments upon the

latter, they mounted Jefm upon hirn, v/ho in that folemn
Manner rode to Jernfalem-^ accompliihing thereby that Pro-

phefie of Zechary^ Fear not^ Daughter of Sion^ behold thy

King fometh^ full of Meeknefs^ and riding upon the Celt ofam

Afs. in the mean time, the People who repaired to the

Feall^ being inform'd by feveral Eye-Witnefles of the Re-
furredion o^ Lazarus^ and excited by an extraordinary Im-
pulfe, came running out of the City in mighty Throngs to

meet Jefus with Branches of Palm-Trees in their Hands^
crying out, Hofannal Salvation and GloryJ Ble£'ed be the

King of Ifrael^ -who cometh in the Name ef the Lord! And
great Numbers of People fpread their Garrncnts in theWay,
and others cut down Branches from the Trees, and ftrew'd

them where he was to pafs ; hereby giving him thofe Ho-
nours that were usM only in the Triumphs of Kings and
Emperors. When he was arrived at the Defceftt of Mount
Olhety the whole Body of the Difciples being tranfported

with the Honours fhewn "to their Mailer, broke out into

Raptures of Thank^iving, and loud Doxologies to God
for all the mighty Works they had feeriv And all the Peo-
ple, as well thofe who went before, as thofe who followed

after, join'd with the Difciples in their triumphant Acclama-
tions ; fo that Jefuf was furrounded with folemn Shouts
and Applaufes-, crying (till, Hofannal Honout to the Son of
David! Blejfed be he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:
Bleffed be the Kingdom of our Father David^ which v)e have
w feen: Jiofanna! Peace and Honour i» the highefl Hea-rio

vens

:

The Pharifees c6u*d not fee fuch extraordinary Honours 7«^«ii.

fhewn to one whofe Death they had refolv'd, without ^9-

^reat Indignation, and therefore thus arguM among them- f^"!!^^'*

lelveSs Do ye not perceive^ that we prevail nothing ? Behold ,vtatt. ztk

all thelVorld is gone after html Butfome of them could not ^o, it,

fo eaiily conceal their Envy and Dilplcafure, but with fome
fccmilig
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fecming Complaifaiice, defir'd Jefm to command the Si-

lence of his Difciplcs. J^fus to give them a final Anfwcr,
dcclar'd, 'that if his Difciplcs jhou'djom fo far as to fmother

his Honour^ the very Stones woH*d proclaim it. Upon their

near Approach to Jerufalem^ and a full View of that glori-

ous City and Temple, Jefus cafting his Eyes upon that

wretched Place, whofe deplorable Miferies he forelaw, fhed

forth Tears as a Sign of his Tcndernefs and Compaffion for

Her; crying, Oh that thou hadfl knovjn^ at leafi in this thy

appointed Day^ the things conducing to thy Peace! But novj^

tilas., they are hidden from thine Eyes. For the fatal ttme
(hall come when thy Enemies jhall throw up trenches about

thee., hem thee in on every Side., dejiroy thy Children^ demo-

lijh thee., and not leave in thee one Stone upon another^ becaufe

thou wouWft not know the happy time of thy Vifitation. By
which he lliewM himfclf more affeded with the Calamities

of the City, than the Acclamations of the People. Being
entcr'd the City with fuch a vafl Concourfe of People, all

the Citizens were movM with an extraordinary Curioiity,

and every Perfon cnquir'd, Who it wasl The Multitude
made Anfv/er, that it was Jefus, the great Prophet of N-a-

lareth in Galilee.

zratt. zi. Our Lord, to fliew that his Kingdom was a fpiritual King-
11-16. dom, did not repair to the Palace, but went diredly to the
Liiici^. Temple; where, looking about him, he faw the Court of

the Gentiles notorioully prophan'd and difhonour'd by Tra-
ding and Merchandize. Therefore to fhew his Authority,

and juil Indignation, as he did three Years before, he drove

out all the Buyers and Sellers from the facred Ground, o-

verthrew the Tables of the Mony-Changers, and the Stalls

of the Dove-Sellers ; declaring, that according to the Scrip-

tures, His HoufeJhou\i be caWd a Houfc of Prayer., but they

had made it a verv Den of thieves. Then to manifell his

Authority and Power, he miraculoufly cur'd many blind

;ind lame Perfons, who were brought to him into the Tem-
ple. The People were fill'd with Admiration at thefc

Things ; but the chief Priefts and Scribes feeing thefe Mi- ,

racks, and perceiving the Acclamations of the Children who ^

cry'd out in the Temple, //o/^;^;^^, to the Son of David! were
iEXtreamly enrag'd, and difcover'd their Anger by asking

him. If he heard what they faid"^. But he filenc'd them by

fhewin^. That what was fo highly difpleaiing to them, did

really tulfil the Scriptures, particularly that place in the

Ffalms, where it is faid. Out of the Mouth of Babes and
Sucklings thou haft perfeHed Praife. This fo little fatisfy'd

thcr^i, that they more earneftly fought Occaljons to deftroy

himj

J"4^'«
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hm ; but they Were mucli atvM by the People, who heard

him with the greateft Readiiicfs and Attention.

Belides the Jews^ who were come to Jerufalem at the ^ ^'" ' *•

PafTover, great Numbers of GeyttUes^ being Profelytes of ^MattXi^

the Gate,airo repaired thither to worfhip God at thatFetift. 17.

Someofthefe, whom the Evangeliit calls Greeks^ excited
^'-'-'•-^•"*

by Curiolity, defired Philips one of the Apoules, to bring
^^'

them to a light of Jefus ; which was foon cficctcd by the

AlfnOancc oi Andrew. J^^/^-J", who by his Death was to ob-

tain Salvation for Gentiles as well as Jews., to remove the

Scandal of the Crofs, declar'd to thcm^ That the Hour was
now avproaching that he jhou'd be glorify^d: And that as a

Grain cf Wheat brought forth no Fruity Wtll it was dead in

the Earth where it was fown ; fo Jhou'd his Death be the

Seed which jhoud -produce a -plentifm Harveft \ that the Pro-

dud of it^ the Faittjful^ peud learn by his Kxample to hate

their Lives in this Worid^^ that they might be freferv'd in the

Hext^ and that their Service in following him through all

'Troubles^ might be rewarded with eternal Glory, While he

was thus Preaching concerning his Death and Sufferings, he
leemM fei^'d with a natural Horror of his approaching Paf-

fioU) and God's Wrath againft Mens Sins that were laid

upon him; crying, My Soul is opprefs^.^ what Jhall Ifay 'i

Father^ fave me from this Hour, But conlidering again wnat
great Glory God wouM receive by his Death, he added,

But for this Caufe came I to this Hour: Father^ glorifie thy

Name. At the fame time there came a Voice like Thun-
der from Heaven, faying, / have glorfyd it already,^ a?:d will

glorifie it again. Of thofe who were prcfent, ibme thought

It only a Clap of Thunder, others that an Angel fpoke to

him; but he alTur'd them, 'That this l^oice came not for his^

but for their Sakes. And to let them know what Influence

his Death upon the Crofs ought to have upon all Mankind,
he declar'd, That now was the World judged,, and the Prince

of it,, the Devil., caji out ; and that when the Son of Man was
lifted up from the Earth., he wm'^d draw all Men to him.

Upon this the Jevjs demanded of him, How the Death of
the Son of Man cou''d be confonant to the Holy Scriptures,^

which fay,, That Chrift muft endure fur ev^r'( Asking far-

ther. Who was the Son of Map/{ ]?r///> -anfwer'd them. That
they Jhou'd enjoy that Light but a Jhort Time \ therefore fince

they could not walk nor a£t^ when they were deprived of it
,^

they ought to believe in the Light ipbile he was with them.

But neuher thefe Divine Difcourfes, nor the miraculous
Cures couM gain the Faith of many of i\\(tjews., v/ho were
tdctermined^by their hu^i^U Iiuerelt ; for rhg" many ofthtj

Huler^
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Rulers believ'd in him, yet they durfl not confefs it be-*

caufe of the Pharifees valuing the Praifes of Men more
than the Eftcem of Heaven. At the Evening, Jefus to a-

void Sufpicion, return'd to Bethany with his Apoilles, an4
lodg'd there.

M ]S[ D AT.

>Jr.7rKii. The next IVJoming J^y^j- return'd again to Jerufalem, and

Matt'.
^^

f^ki.
fi^^^""^g himfelf hungry by the Way, he went to a Fig-Tree

«f4--J0.

18, 19. not far dillant, which being full of Leaves he expe6i:ed old
>^« II. Fruit upon it, tho' it was not the Seafon for new : But

finding nothing to fatisfie his Hunger, for the Inftrudion

of his Difciples, he was willing to fhew a Miracle upon a
fruitlefs Tree ; and thereupon curfed it in their Preience,

faying. Let there be no Fruit grow on thee for ever: Andim^
mediately the Fig-Tree withcrM away. And hereby, as ii;

a Type, he fore-fhew'd the Curfe and Judgment of God^
which lliou'd come Upon that hypocritical and barren Nar
tion the Jews^ for reje6ling the Means of Grace and Sal-

vation now offerM to them. Then entering the Temple,
he again clear'd it from all Traders, as appears from St.

MarMy not permitting any Man to carry a VelTel through
the Court of the Gentiles ; alledging, that it was written,

T'hat his Houfe jhotCd he caWd a Houfe of Prayer to all Na-
iionsy to Gentiles as well as Jews : Intimating, that the Par-

tition-Wall (hou'd be remov'd, and all Nations partake of
the fame Privileges. Thefe things encreas'd the Indignati-

on of the Scribes and Pharifees^ who continually fought his

Life, but were much reftrain'd by the Efleem and Venera-
tion the People had for him. After this Jefus cry'd out in

the Temple, That whofoever beliczi*d and faw him^ both be-

liev'd andfaw him who fent him: That he was come a Light
into the World^ that whofoever beJiev''d on him^ might be freed

from Darknefs : That he came to fave^ and not to judge ; and
that he who rejected his If'^ords^ Jhou*d be judged by the fame

I

liWd at the lafi Day
; for that he had not fpoken of himfelfy

nor taught any thing but by the exprefs Orders ef his Father^

vjhofe Commandments were eternal Life, Having taught

this Day publickly in the Temple, at the Evening he re-

tirM again from the Multitudes, and return'd with his A-
l^o^ilcs to Bethany. '

TUESDAY
Ma^k II. The next Morning our Lord repaired a third Time to

mZI^xi. J^rufakm ; in his Paffage the Apofties having caft their

ao—ai, iiyes
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Eyes upon the Fig-tree which Jefus had curfed the Day
before, and obferv'd that it was quite withcr'd away, and

dead to the very Roots, Peter with no little Admiration

fhew'd it to his Mailer, as a thing veryfurpiizing and afto-

nifhing. Whereupon Jefus took an Occaiion to Ihcw them,

how great was the Power ot l^aith when join'd with Pray-

er, declaring, That if they had a Jiedfaft Faith in God^ they

Jhou'd be enabled to perform greater Miracles than this^ not on^

ly to blafi a Fig-T'ree^ but to remove Mountains^ and conquer

all the Difficulties in the Work of thetr Mimjiry : Andwhat-^

fiever they Jhou/d ask with Faith in Prayer^ Jbou'd be certain^

ly granted them^ provided that they were careful before Pray-

er to pardon all thofe who had offended them
; for thap unlefs

that were done^ God wou'd never pardon their Offences.

Jefus again enter'd the Temple, and while he was teach- J^^tt. 21.

ing and preaching the Gofpel to the People, the chigfPriells,
^^'~^W ,

Scribes and Rulers of the People, whofe Bufniels was to 27-' 33.

*

enquire into Affairs of this Nature, came to him, and im- -^'«^« *»•

pcrioufly demanded of him, By what Authority^ and by
^"^*

whofe Cornrntffion he did thefe Things } Jefus^ who had at

other Times fufficiently vindicated his Authority, Vou'd
give them no dired Anfwcr, but told them. That he wou'd
propofe one Queftion to thern^ which if they anfojcr'^d^ be

wotCd give them full Satisfadion\ and that Wds.^ Whether the

Baptifm of John was from Heaven or of Men., of Divine or

Human Infiitution > This prov'd a very knotty Queftion

to them, for they durft not affirm that his Baptifm was
from Heaven, left Jefus fhou'd retort it upon them, Why
they refused to believe it ? And (hou'd they have affirm'd it

to be a mere human Inftitution, they fear'd that the Multi-
tude, who had fo great an Aflliranee of John's being a Pro-
phet, wou'd ftone them : Therefore, as the fafcft way, they

made Anfwer, They cou'd not tell. Jefus let them know,
That his Anfwer iliou'd be to the fame Effed, by declar-

ing. That neither wou'd he tell them., by vjhat Authority he

did thefe things. And to this he fubjoin'd a Parable of a

certain Man, who commanded his two Sons to go and
work in his Vineyard : The rirft told him plainly. That he

wou'd not go., but afterwards repented, and went ; the c*:her

promis'd him to go, but went not. Then Jefus demanded,
of the Priefts and Scribes., Which of the two Sons perform'

d

the Will of his Father f They readily anfwer'd, The firfi.

Whereupon he (hew'd, That the firft fignify'd the Publi-

cans and common Proftitutes, Who believed and repented at «

the PreachtKg y/John Baptift ; and that they themfehes not

hlieving this his holy Fore-runner^ who came iq thcr/i in the

U- ay
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Way of Rtghteoufnefsy jjjau^d ttot enter into Heaven fo eafily

as thofe impious andjcayidalous People^ vjhofe Faith and Ex-
-ample they refused to follow.

M.nt. ai. After this, Our Lord added another Parable, which more
35-46. particularly reprefcnted the Perverfcnefs and Obftinacy of
Mari^ 12. fhe Jews \ snd this was of a certain Mafter of a Family,

Sr'ic. who planted a Vineyard, carefully enclos'd it with a Fence,

^-19. diggM a Wine-Prefs, and built a Tower in it ; and then,

letting it out to Husbandmen, travellM into a foreign Coun^
try. About the Time of the Vintage he fent one of his

Servants to the Husbandmen, to receive the Fruits of it ;

but they took the Servant, beat him,, and fent him away
empty. Then he fent another to them, whom they abus'd

and wounded ; and a third, whom they fton'd and mur-
ther'd ; and likewife many others, whom they treated after

the like barbarous Manner. At length he refolved to fend

his only Son, whom helov'd molt tenderly, being perfuaded

that they cou'd not but fliew Refped to him : But on the

contrary, as foon as they faw him, they impioully refolv'd

to kill him, hoping the Inheritance wou'd be their own ;

and thereupon feiz'd him, ignominioully caft him out of the

Vineyard, and Hew him. Then Jcfus faid to the People,

When the Lord of the Vineyard returns^ how will he deal

with thefe Husbandmen } Some of them anfwer'd. That he

cou'd do no lefs thu^: exterminate thofe impious Wretches^ and
let out his Vineyard to other Husbandmen., who wou'd pay
him the Fruits when due. He approved of their Anfwer,
and aflurM them, "That thefe Wretchespou'd indeed be treats

ed in that^Manner^ and the Vineyard given to others ; but O-'

thcrs perceiving how nearly the Parable concern'd them,

cry'd, God forbid. Whereupon 'Jefus looking upon them,
ask'd them, Whether they underjiond the Mining of that

Fafjage in the Pfalms.^ ' The fame Stone that the Builders
'- rejeifled^ is become the Flead of the Corner ; Thts is the
' Lnrd^s Duiyig.^ and marvellous in your Eyes ? And XQ make
a full Application, he declar'd, T^hat the' Kingdom of Hea->

<uen Jhou'^d be taken from them., and given to a N^ation produ-

cing the Fruits of it : Aftdthat whofoever jhoH dfiumble on that

Stone., JIjou'd be bruiz^dby it \ but that whofoeverjhou^dfeel th(

full Weight of it., JhoTt'dbegrown'd to Powder, The Prieftsand

Scribes readily perceived that 7^//// aim'd at them, aiid wouM.
then willingly have feiz'd on him; but (till the Fear of the

People rcrtrain'd them from attempting it, tho' they were
exceedingly enraged, and ailiam'd to fee tkeiwf<J.lY§§ fp live-

Iv painted out in chib I'arable.

To
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To much the fame Purpofe j^f///^ dellverMa third Parable, Mstcit,
which was of a certain King, who having made a great and 1-4.'

folcmn Invitation to the Marriage of his 5on, £ent his Ser-

vants when all things were ready to delire the Company of
thofe who had been invited ; but becaufe they refus'd to

come, he fent other Servants to perluadc them, and to let

them know, what extraordinary Preparations were made for

them : But this made no Impreflion upon them ; for one
went to his Farm, another to his Merchandize, and the reit

laid violent Hands upon the King's Servants, tre.-ted them
outragioully, and flew them. The King hearing of this

ungrateful and barbarous Ufagc, in a great Fury fent out

his Armies, dellroy'd thefe Murtherers, and burnt down
their Cities ; and inftead of thefe, he fent for all that cou'd

be found out of the High-w^ays, bad and good, to be his

Guells ; fo that the Houfe was fiU'd : This being done, the

King came to fee his Guefts, and there perceiving a Man,
who contrary to Cultom and Law, had no Wedding-Gar-
ment, he ask'd him, How he dard to come there in fuch a
Habit} And the Wretch was Speechkfs. Whereupon he
commanded his Servants to bind him Hand and Foot, and
to caii him into a Place of the extreameft Darknefs, La-
mentations and Defpair. Then Jefus made the Applicati-

on, That among the many that were calVd^ both of the Jews
and Gentiles^ few were chofen ; for that fome reje6led the

Call, and others came unprepared.

The Pharifees^ w^ho had as great ? Share in the Applica- M-Jtt. tx,

tion of thefe Parables as any other, departed with much An-
Y/J^]\^

ger, and a firm Refokuion to fearch out all Occalions of i^Zty.^*
dellroying the Perfon who had thus confounded them- At Lnke i«.

length they imagined that they had found out an infallible ^'" ^^*

Expedient, by cnfnaring him in his Difcourfe : Whereup-
on they fent fome of their Difciples, as great Hypocrites as

themfelves, together with the Hcrodians^ Men of a contra-

ry Fa6lion, all counterfeiting themfelves Men of great Ho-
linefs, to tempt him to fpeak fomething which might render

htm obnoxious to the Government, or at lead odious to the

People. Thefe Men therefore went and addrefsM themfelves
to him with their utmolt Arts of Infinuation, faying, Mafler^
we are fenfible that you are a Perfoyj of Ho>2€jiy and Integrity

^

one who teaches the I4'^ay of God in Truth and Sincerity^ with-
out Fear or Regard to any Man : Therefore pray favour us
with your Opinion ; Is it lawful to pay Tribute to Cacfar, the

Roman Emperor^ or not ? Now if he had anfwer'd in the

Aflirmative, the Multitude might have detefted him as a

Betrayer of their ancient Liberties, or abandoned him as a

Difclaim-
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Dlfclaimer of his own Sovereignty ; if in the Negative, the

HerodiuKS wou'd have accus'd him as a Rebel againft the

jealous Emperor Tiberim-. But he well knowing their ma-
licious and lubtle Intentions, declared them Hypocrites^ and
demanded a Sight of the Roman Denartui^ "the common
Tribute Mony ; and taking it in his Hands, he ask'd them,
Whoje Intake and Snperj'crtpion it had'i They anfwer'dhim,
C!^far\, l^hen replyM Jefus^ Render therefore to drfar the

Things that are C(cfar'*s^ and to God the Things that are

God^s ; as if he had faid, Pay Cajar his own Mony, and
God his own Dues. In which Anfwcr^ lince they cou'd
find no Fault, they 4eparte4 with Shame and Silence, a§

well as Admiration.

v^rr.ftz. Shortly after the Departure of thefe Men, the Sadducees^
*3-733- having gathered all their Strength together, refolv'd to at-.

^8-27.** tack him with a Queftion and a Difficulty concerning the

hnife 2.0. Refurredtion, which they thought infuperable. Their Que-
a.7-+o. ^iQxv w;is founded upon a Command in the Law of Mo-

fes^ which oblig'd a Man to marry the Widow of his elder

Brother dying without Illue ; upon which they put the Cafe
to him of a certain Woman w^ho was marry'd according

to this Law to feven Brothers fuceeflively, who all dy'd

without Children, wherefore they delir'd to know of him
Whofe IVtfe of the fevenpe Jhou'd be ejieenid after the Re-
furredion ? Imagining, that a Woman's being marry'd to

ic\^\\ Husbands, and yet Wife but to one, was an Abfur-
dity fufiicient to deftroy the Relief of that State. But Je-
fus fhcw'd them. That they neither underjlooj the Senfe of
the Scriptures^ nor the Extent of the Divine Pouter : For

that Marriage^ tho* it ivas necejfary in this J^^arld to raife

up Children and Pofterity to mortal Men^ was not fo in ano-

ther^ where^ after the Refurredion^ Men po.ti^d he immortal^

and like the Angels in Heaven. Having thus anfwer'd their

?ueftion, he then dellroy'd their Principles, and prov'd the

ruth of the Refurredion fromthofe very Scriptures which
ih^y acknowledged, particularly w^here the Lord call'dhim-

felt the God o\: Abraham^ Ifaac and Jacob^ after their Bo-
dies were actually dead ; for he cou'd not be the God of
thofe who were rinally dead, but of thofe who in effect

were living. Certain of the Scribes who heard this Anfwer,
cou'd not but acknowledge that he had made a fufficient

Reply, and all tiie People continu'd their Admiration of

his Dodrinc.
Matt. XX, The Pharifees hearing that the Sad l/icees wctc Ulcnc'dy
3-^"46. began to rally again ; and one of them, who was a Do-

%i\^.^' <Slorof thcLaw, by way of IVyal iuk'dour Saviour, If'^hick

waf
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was the greateft Commandment of the Law ? it being much -^"^^ *°'

difputed at that Time, whether the ceremonial, or the mo-*^"''"''"

ral Precepts were the greater. Jejus anfwer'd him out of
Deuteronomy^ T'hat the greateft Commandment was to ' ac-

' knowledge one God^ and to love him with all their Hearts^

* with all their Souls^ with all their Minds ^ and with all their

* Strength ; and that the next was Itke unto it ; namely ' To
* love their Neighbours as their fehes : On which two depend-

ed all the Law and the Prophets. The Pharifee highly ap-

proved of his Anfwer, and confefsM, That as he had right-

ly acknowledged the one God^ fo he had deferuedly preferrd

Love to him and our Neighbours above all other things ; as

what was more^ acceptable to God than all Burnt-Oj[ferings

and Sacrifices. Jefus finding that he anfwerM difcreetly,

and that he did not wilfully opp6fe the Truth, pronounc'd

him not far from the Kingdom of God. And now Jefm
having anfwer'd feveral Queftions, put one himfelf to the

Phanfees., who in great Numbers gather'd about him,

asking them, IVhat they thought of the Meffiah, whof^e Son

was he ? They readily anfwer'd, The Son ofDa-vid. Where-
upon Jefeis obje6ted to them thcfe Words of the Pfalmift,

* The Lord faid unto my Lord.^ &c. and propos'd to them
to explain how he cou^d he DavidV Son., when by the Infpi-

ration of the Holy Spirit^ he called him his Lord ? This
Queftion confounded them, for they would not acknow-
ledge the Divine Nature of Jefus Chrift ; fo that they were
ignorant that as God, he was really Lord of David^ tho*

as Man he was his Son.

Our Lord having defeated all Parties and Oppofers, Mmi. 25.

turn'd his Difcourfe to the People, but chiefly to the Di- '""59.

fciplcs, admonilhingthemto obferve and pradifcthofe Truths., ^^Ly^^

which the Scribes and Pharifees taught them^ fmce they fat L:)e 20.

tn Mofes'j" Chair., and had a right to inftrud them. But^^~ ^T'

that they ought to beware -of imitating their Anions ; b^caufe

they were Hypjcrites^ teaching without pra^ifrng^ and bind-

ing infuppor'table Burthens on others^ without bearing the

leaft IFe'ght themfehcs : That they performed all their Works
to be admird by the World ; enlarg'd their Phyla^eries and
Fringes., to pew a greater Degree of Sanctity ; affeiied the

higheft Places in Feafls and Synagogues^ the chief Salutations

in the Markets., and the d^fttnguijhing Title <?/ Rabbi. But
that for their Parts they were to avoid the Titles of Mafter
and Father., and to acknowledge themfelves to be all Brethren.,

fince they had but one Father., who was God., and or.e Mafler

Jefus Chrilf. Adding, That the Greateft amongft therAJhon^d
kie Servant to the reft ; that the Proud fjoti'd he dcb.fed.,

N and
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nnd the Humble exalted. Then turning his Speech dire6i:ly

againft the Hypocrital Scribes and Phar/fees^ with the Au-
thority of a judge and Law-giver, he denounced eight fo-

lemn Woes and Execrations againlt them. i. Forputtmg
the Kingdom of Heaven aga'tnji others., without fo much as

entering themfelves, 2. For making long Prayers a Pretence

and Occafion of devouring and ruining l4^idows
; for which

they jhou\i receive the greater Damnation. 3. For traver

^

jmg Sea and Land to gain one Profelyte., and then making
him doubly more the Child of FJell than themfelves. 4. For

teaching Men., that they were free from their Oaths when
they fvjore by the l^emplcand the Alt^r, and only obligedwhen
they fwore by the Corban and the Oblation ; whenas in rea-

lity the former fandified the latter., and included them and
all their Appurtenances., as well as Heaven fuppos^d the

'Throne of God., and Finn who fat thereon. 5'. For being

fo nice in paying the Tythes of their Garden-Herbs and fmall"
ejl Concerns., and omitting the mofl important Duties of the

Law., Jujlice., Mercy^ and Faith in God., which more efpe-

cially ought to have been pradifed. 6. For cleanfing the Out-

fide of tloe Cup and the Dip., while within they were full of

Rapine and Fncontinence. 7. For being like painted Sepul-

chres., whofe Outfides were beautiful., but their Fnfides full of

rotten Bones and Putrefaction ; fo were they outwardly

righteous .^
andinwardly villainous. 8. For repairing and beau-

tifying the Monuments of the Prophets and Rightoous., and

Jhewing an Abhorrence of their Fathers Cruelty., when by

their Anions they tejiified themfelves to be of the Pejierity

of the Prophets Murtherers^ and hadfiird up the Meafure of

their Ancejlors Wickednefs. To thefe Woes our Lord
joined fcveral Inve6live Words and Expreffions, caUing

them Hypocrites., Blind-Guides., Strainers at Gnats andSwal-
lovoers of Camels., Serpents., Progeny off^ipers, who were to

expert the hottcft Flames of Hell. Then he added this dread-

ful Threatning, Behold / will fend to you Prophets., 14'ife-

men and InflruCiers., and fome of them ye will kill and cm-
cijie., others fcourge in vour Ajfemblics^ and perfecute from
City to City ; that all the innocent Bloodjhed by your Fa-

thers may fall upon your Heads., from the Blood of Abel down
to that of Zecharias, who Jjjall be jlain between the Temple
And the Altar. Then he concluded with this pathetical

Exclamation ufed formerly, Jeruiklem, Jerufalem! thou

who murtherefi God'^s Prophets., and the Mejfengers of Hea-
'uen ! hoiv often woiid I have gathered thy Children together.,

with the fame Tendernefs that a Hen does her Chickens under

her Wings., but ye refufed my Love. Know therefore., your

Houfe is left defolate • and after a whileye Jh all notfee my Face.,

'till
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''till you pall be glad to fay^ ^Blejfed is he who cometh in the

' Name of the Lord.

Our Lord having concluded his Difcourfes, and being Mar}t n.

in that part of the Temple call'd the Court of the Women^ luk^i
over againll the Treafury, before he departed, he carefully j-^.

obferv'd great Numbers, v^ho according to the Cuftom at

or near the P^all, threv/ Mony into the Chefts for that

parpoie ; fome of w^hom being rich, gave confiderable

Sums. And feeing a certain poor Widov^ cafting in tv^Q

Mites, amounting to no more than a Farthing, he call'd

to his Apoftles, and to her lading Honour allur'd them,
'That that poor IVidovj had been more generous and bountiful

than all the rejl
; for the rich Men who had made large Ob-

lations^ had done it out of their Abundance ; but on the con-

trary that Woman from her meer NeceJJaries had offer d to

God all that Jhe had., even her whole Livelihood

.

On the Afternoon our Lord departed from the Temple, Mat. 14.

in order to return to Bethany ; at which time the Apoftles '^"''^'

took a View of the feveral Buildings of the Temple, and ^^.TX]"^'

with no fmall Admiration fhew'd their Mafler thofe rare LKt/n.
and magnificent Strudures, all built with the tined Marble, t-m-
beautified with the richefl Ornaments, and endowM with
the noblefl Prefents. Whereupon Jefus acquainted them
with the approaching Ruin and Deftrudion of the whole^
That all thofe ftately IVorksJloould be demolipo'd^ and not one

Stone left upon another. This was very furprizing to the

Apoftles, who had been taught with the other Jews., That
the Deftru6lion of the Temple iliou'd be the Conclufion or
Confummation. -of the Age : Therefore when Jefus had
feated himfelf upon Mount Olivet., in full View of that

glorious Pile of Buildings, four of them, Peter., James.,

John and Andrew., defired to be fatisfied in two Queftions,

namely. When this Dejlrudion jhottd happen ? And what
were the fore-running Signs of his Comi'rig to take this Ven-
geance., and his putting up the prefent Age ? Which they

fuppos'd would be the Beginning of the new World, and the

temporal Kingdom of the Mejfiah, Jefus beginning with
their latter Queftion, firft inform'd them of fuch Signs as

fhould at fome diftance precede this I)eftru61:ion ; namely,
That there pou'd appear many Impofturs and /v?//^-Meiriah'j-,

who fhoiCd feduce and mif-kad great Numbers. That there

pou'd be Wars., Seditions and Commotions., Nation rifing a-

gain[I Nation., and Kingdom againfi Kingdom., accompanied

vjith violent Earthquakes., Famines and Pe/iilences., and other

Miferies., and with dreadful Prodigies^ and amazing Signs in

the Heavens: All which pjoud he but the Beginnings of thofe

N 2 Sdr
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Sorrows and Calamities rchich jloou'd befall the Jewilh NatU
tion. But that before thefe things hapned^ they were to ex^

fed to be perfecuted^ brought before Judges^ fcour^d in Syna-

gogues^ dcliver'^d to Punijhment by the neareft Relations^ hat-

ed by all Men for his fake^ and many of them to fujfcr Death.

But that for their Incouragementy the Holy GhojiJhould give

them fuch Wifdom to fpeak before their Judges^ as their Ad-
•verfariespotid not be able to anfwcr orreJift\ that theypou'd
fecure andfave their Souls by Patience^ and in fpite of all the

Rage of their Perfecutors^ not one Hair of their Heads pou'd
penp : That Falfe-Prophets and Hereticks Jhou'd deceive ma-
ny ; that Pcrfecutions pou'^d caufe great Numbers to apofta-

tize ; that Iniquity pou'd abound^ Charity grow cold^ and
Parents and Children^ and nearefi Relations deftroy each o-

iher ; and that fuch as perfever^d to the lafl fhou^d be fav
ed. But that before the great Dcfvrudion came.^ the Gofpel

pjoH^d be preach'*d throughout all^ or the principal Parts of
the World. Then Jefus proceeded to inform them of fuch
Signs as fliou'd more immediately precede this great De-
ilriKSlion

;
particularly, 'That vjhen they favj Jerufalem in-

vejled with Armies^ and God'*s Temple polluted with execra-

ble Abo/ninations^ they might afjure themfehes that the Defo-
lotion of them was nigh ; that then the Inhabitants of Judsca
ought to fly to the Mountains and Defarts with the utmoft Ex-
pedition.^ not turning back for their Cloaths.^ or their greatefi

Keceffaries.^ that they might not be invoh'^d in their Country's

Calamities. Therefore^ it wou^dbe difmal to fuch as were with
Child^ or fuckled Children^ or if their Flight hapned in the

Winter.^ or on the Sabbath
; for in thofe Days thereJjou'd be

fuch extreme Miferies and Calamities., fuch dreadful Wrath
andVe?!geance.^ as never hapnedfrom the Creation of the World
to that Time., nor everpou'd again : When the Jews pjou^d
be miferably flaughter\i., made Slaves and Captives to allNa^
tions., and their magnificent City trodden under Foot by the

Gentiles. And thisJhould be executed with fuch Rigour and
Severity., that if God didnotJhorten the Days upon the Account

of his Eled., no Flep coud efcape : That then they ought

more efpecially to beware offalje iVIcIIiahs and Fmpofturs^ who
pou'd rife j>p and fjjew fuch Signs and Miracles., that if it

were pojjible., wou'd deceive the LieSi.

Matt la.
^^^ Lord having thus fliewn the fore- running Signs, he

^-j-.fi/' proceeded to defcribethe Dc(trudion it fclf, comparing it

Mark 1 3. as it were to the Dellru^lion of the World, of which ma-

itt?^* ny believe it to be a Type : Declaring, That his Coming

15-36.
* pou''d be impetuous-::, andfwift asaFhpo of Lightning darting

from the Eaji to the Wefl ; which Jhou d expofe the Jewilh
Nati&ne
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Nation as a Carcafs to be devour"*d by the Roman Eagles.

At which Time there jhotCd be a jlrange Concujfton of Ma-
ture \ above^ Signs in the Sun^ Moon and Stars ; on Earthy

Dijlrefs and- Anxiety^ the Sea and (^''aves roarings and all

Men in a general Conflernation and Amazement. The-n the

Jewifh Tribesjhou'd mourn^ and be [cnfibic of his Coming., by

the fignal Marks of his Glory and Majefly in the Heavens
\

and he Jhou'd fend out his Minifters with the Trumpet of his

Gofpel.^ and from all IParts of the M^orld gather together his

chofen People.^ and confiitute a Church out of the Gentiles, af
ter the DiJJolution of that of the ]cws. Upon this., his faith-

ful Servants., -who had been under fevere Perfecutions^ might

lift up their Heads with Confidence ; for ai they might know
the approaching Summer by iheTendernefs and Buddings of the

Fig-trees
; fo by thefe Signs they might know that their Redem-

ption and Deliverance drew near., and that the Kingdom of
God was even at their Doors. All which Things he ajfur'*d

them JJjou'dbe accomplijh''dbefore that Generation pafs'^d away

;

and that his If^ords were more firm than Heaven and Earth,

But for the precife Time of his Coming., of which they were

fo inquifitive., that was unknovjn to all created Beings; for it

jhou'd happen as in the Days of Noah^ while Men were eatr

ing and drinking., marrying and efpoujing., they were fuddenly
fwept away by the Flood. At whiph Time thereJhon d be ma-
ny Inflances of God's difcriminatingProvidence, in favingfome
and leaving others to perijlj in the Calamity : That therefore

they ought to be watchful over themfclves., andnot fuffer their

Minds to he overchargd with Riot and Drunkennefs^ and the

Cares of this Life. ^Ihat they pou^d watch and pray continu-

ally., that they might be accounted worthy to efcape thofe Mi-
feries., and appear before the Son of Man : And that they ought

to be as much upo-n the Guard as a Mafter of a Family woud
be., if he knew the exaB Time when Thieves woiid come to

rob his Houfe. Whereupon he producM a Parable of a Ser-

vant whom his Mafter upon a Journey had made Governor
of his Houfhold, to provide hii> other Scrvancs with Ne-
cefTaries and Employment; whofe Cafe fhouM be very hap-

py, and he fhou'd be highly rewarded, if his Mailer at hi.s Re-
turn found him doing his Duty : But that if this Servant

fhou'd fooliiTily imagine that his Mafter dclayM his Return,
and thereupon abufe his Authority by beating his Fellow-
Servants, and fpending his Time with Sots and Epicures

;

his Mafter wou-d return in an unexpeded Hour, wouM cut

him afunder, and appoint him his Portion with I^ypocrites,

where fnou'd be Lamentations and Dcfpair. Then our Lord
a fccond Time repeated his former Command to them, To

N 3 watch^
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, vjatchy left the Son ofMan Jhoit'd come fnddenly upon thern^

andpud them fleefing.

Our Saviour having earneflly exhorted his Difciples to

Watchfuhiefs, and knowing that Human Infirmity v^ou'd

incline them to Rcmifsncfs, re-urg'd the Neccffity of it by

two eminent Parables. The firit was of ten Virgins, who
by Night took their Lamps , and went out to meet the

Bridegroom and Bride, and accompany them to the Nup-
tial Entertainm.ent. Five of them who were foolifli, only

lighted up their Lamps without any farther Care ; but the

other five, wifely forefeeing that the Bridegroom might

tarry, carry'd Oil along with them in their VefTels, to fup-

ply their Lamps if they were in Danger of going out.

And thus it happen'd, for the Bridegroom deferrM his Com-
ing, and they all ventur'd to repofe themfelves ; 'till at

Midnight they wTre fuddenly aw^uken'd with a Cry of the

Bridegroom's Coming, which caus'd them to rife immedi-

ately and trim their Lamps : But the foolilli Virgins per-

ceiving their Lamps juft going out, defir'd fome Oil of the

others, who excus'd themfelves, and fent them to the Oil-

Sellers; and in their Abfencethe Bridegroom came, and all

iuch as were ready enter'd with him to the nuptial Feaft.

The other Virgins came afterwards, but the Door was then

fhut, and when they knock'd and cry'd, Lord open to us !

he gave them this peremptory Anfwer, / know you not. Je-
//^ concluded the Parable with exhorting them, to watch there-

fire^ becanfe they knew not the Day nor the Hour of the Son

of Ma?i*s Coming. The fecond Parable was of a Man who
being about to travel into a far Country, put his Stock in-

to the Hands of his Servants, delivering five Talents to one^

two to another, and one to a third ; to every one accord-

ing to their Abilities, to trade with. At his Return he found
that moll of them by their Induflry had doubled what Mo-
ny they had received, and therefore faid to them one by

one. Well done^ thou good and faithful Servant^ becaufe thou

haft been fait'.fd in a few "things^ I will make thee Ruler

over many., enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. But finding

one among them, who out of Fear and Slothfulnefs had

hid his Mony in the Ground, he firft convinc'd that un-
profitable Servant of his notorious Negle6l, and then caft

him into a Place of Daiknefs and Defpair. From this Pa-

rable our Lord proceeded to defcribe the Manner of the

laft and univerfal Judgment. When the Son of Man fhou'd

come furrounded with the moil refulgent Rays of his Ma-
jefty, and all the holy Angels of Heaven ; and being feated on
his bright Throne of Glory, all the Nations in the World

Ihou'd
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fhouM be afTembled before him, and heihou'd feparate them
as a Shepherd does his Sheep from his Goats, placing the

Sheep on his right Hand, and t\\Q Goats on his lett. That
then the Judge of Heaven and Earth wou'd fay to thofe on
his right Hand, Come.^ ye hlejjcd Sai/zts., enjoy the glori-

VHS Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the

World: For I vjas Hungry.^ and T'hirjly^ and a Stranger.^ and
Kaked., and Sick^ and a Prifoner^ and ye mercifully affiftecL^

and relieved me in all ihcfe Diflrcjfes. That thefe good Men
being furpriz'd with the King's bountiful Adaiowledgments,
wou'd then ask him, When they ajjijled him in any of thefe

Extremities} and that he wou'd folemnly affurethem, 'That

inafmuch as they had been ferviceahle to the meaneji Chrijli-

an^ they had been ferviceable to him. And that then he
wou'd proceed to thofe on his left Hand, and fay, G^?, ye

execrable IVretches^ into everlafting Flames
.^

prepard for the

Devil and his Angels : For when 1 was in all the above-named

Diflreffes^ of Hunger., Thirft.^ Travel^ Nakednefs.^ Sicknefs and
Imprifonment^ ye were bard-hearted.^ and refused your Chari-

ty. And that "when they fhou'd alledge, that they wanted
Opportunity.^ becaufe they never faw hira in thofe Circum-

fiances ; he wou'd lilence them by this Anfwer, That inaf-

much as they neglected the meaneji Chrifiian.^ they negleded

him: And that thereupon thefe uncharitable Creatures fliou'd

be condemn 'd to everlaliing Punifhment, and the Righteous

exalted to eternal Life.

Our Lord having finifli'd his Prophetick Sermon upon uatt.ti.

Mount Olivet^ at the Evening repaired again to Bethany., 6-13,

and fupp'd at theHoufe of onecalfd Simon the Leper.^ who ^''''*' ^+*

probably had been cured by him formerly. At this Supper, j"hn i^,

Mary., who had been before reprov'd by Judas for her i-u.

profiife anointing Jcfus's Feet, refolv'd once more to

tedifie the Greatnefs of her Love and Refped, and out of
iin Alabaftcr Crufe pour'd a large Quantity of the fame
rich Ointment upon his Head ; lb that the whole Houfe
was fill'd with fragrant Odours. The feeming Luxury and
Prodigality of this Woman now provok'd the Indignation

of the reft of the Apoftlcs, as well as Judas., wiio like him
made the fame Obje6lion, That it might better have been

fold for a large Sum of Many., and given to the Poor. But
Jefus undertook the Defence of her, and inform'd thofe

who condemn'd her. Thatpe had done a noble Work., and
had embalmed his Body before-hand^ againft the Day of his

Burial'^ and as for the Poor., for whofe Relief they perndfo
. folicitous., they always had an Oppnrtumty ofJhewing their

Care and Charity to thrra^ but not fo to him : Therefore fince

N 4 that
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that Woman had done fo much^ he foleinnly declar'd^ That
zuherefoeverthe GofpelJhoH*d be preach"*d throughout the whole

iVorld^ her munificent Regard of him Jhou'd he piiblip'd to

her perpetual Honour and Renown. Supper being ended,

Jefus bearing in Mind his Departure, that he was now go-
ing to God, where he fliou'd take PolTeffion of all Power
in Heaven and Earth, and having conftantly and immuta-
bly lov'd his own, refolv'd to give them a fignal Tellimo-
ny of his Love and HumJlity. Wherefore riiing from the

Table, he laid a(ide his loofe upper Garment, like a Ser-

vant attending his Mader, and girding himfelf with aTow-
el, he pour'd Water into a Baiin, and began to waih his

Apoflles Feet, and to wipe them with the Towel. Peter
ama^'d at fuch extraordinary Condefcenfion, utterly refus'd

at firft, and likewife a fecond time, 'till Jefus inform'd him,
That he had a more spiritual and holy Intention in it^ and
that unlefs he were wajh^d^ he cou'^d have no Part nor Porti'

on in him. Whereupon Peter delired, That he wou'd wajh
htm in all Parts^ if that might fecure his Interefl ; but our
Lord anfwer'd him in Allufion to a Man's coming from a
Bath, who needed not to wajh his whole Body again., but on-

ly his Feet., which contracted Soil by walking : Declaring
farther. That they were really clean., but not all ; meaning
Judat., then defigning to betray him.

Ji>hn 15. J^fif^ having wafh'd his Apoftles Feet, put on his Gar-
i2>-38. ment, fat down, and gave them the Reafon of this A61:I-

on ; telling them, That he defign^d it for an Rxample of Hu-
mility to them ; that finee he who was jufily acknowledg'd to

be their Lord and Mafler., had fo far debas'^d himfelf as to

wajh their Feet., theyJhoud think it no Dijhonour to perform
the meanefl Offices of Kindnefs and Charity to each other :

For tho"* they were exalted to the Dignity of his Apojlles., yet
they were but his Servants^ and it woud be a high piece of
Arrogance for them to afjume more State and Grandeur than

their own Lord had done : Adding, That if they knew thefe

things., they were happy if they perform'd them. Then being

mov'd with the near ProfpeCl of his fad Sufferings, or the.

monflrous Treafon o? Judas., he declar'd, That one of them
j)refent jhou^d betray him., verifying that Scripture ' He that

* eateth Bread with me., hath lift up his Heel againft me.

Peter hearing fo plain an Intimation, that one of the Apo-
fllcs fhou'dbe fo great a Traitor, was very deliroustoknow
the Perfon, pofllblythat he might endeavour to. difluade him
from fuch an horrid Attempt; and feeing John the beloved

Difciple leaning upon J^/z/j's Bofom, becken'd to him, that

he wou'd ask Jcfus who it was, who accordingly put the

Queftion,
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Queftion, and receiv'd this private Anfwer, T'hat he wou^d

give a Sop to the Perfon who Jboud do it. Then having dip-

ped the Sop, he gave it to Jndas Ifcariot ; into whofe Heart

at the fame time Satan enter'd, to embolden him in that

impious Defign, which he had in his Thoughts fome time

before. Jefns by way of Irony bad him, Do what he had de-

fign d with ail Expedition-, whereupon J/z-^^x went out; but

the other Apodles knew not whither he was gone, fuppo-

ijng that Jefns had fent him to provide for the approaching

Feaft, or to give fomething to the Poor, becaufe it was he

who carry'd the Purfe. Upon Jtidas\ Departure our Sa-

viour comforted himfelf againft his approaching Death ; de-

claring, That he portly poii'd be glorify''d^ and alfo his Fa-

ther glorify''d in hirn^ who Jhou'd raife him from this low E-
Jlate^ and exalt him above, the higheji Heavens, Then call-

ing them, little Children,, he told them, T'hathe coji'd be with

them but a Jhort time,, and that as he told the Jews, he was
going to a Place whither they coti^d not come. But in the

Words of a parting Friend, he flridly engagM them, T'nob-

fe'rve his new Commandment to love one another^ with fuch a ""

Love as he himfelf hadgiven them an illnjirious Example of;

telling them alfo, that their hove fijoii'd be as a glorious

"Badge,, by which they might be known to ie his DifcipleSyfrom

all other Religions and ProfeJJions. Peter reflc6ling upon
his Mailer's Departure, deiir'd to know. Whither he went;

but Jefeis told him, That at prefent he cou'd not follow him,^

but Jho7i\d hereafter. Peter agriev'd at this Anfwer, ralhly

protfer'd to follow him, tho'' he jhoiid lay down'his Life for-

his Sake : But our Lord advis'd him not to be too caafi-

dcnt, and folemnly affur'd him. That he himfelfpon'd deny

him three Times,, all within the ttfual Time of Cock-crowing,

IFEDNESDAT.
On the following Day, our Lord in all probability con- j^^att. i6.

tinu'd wholly at Bethany,, without repairing to the City as 3-5.'

^ifually. In the mean Time the grand Sanhedrim a&mbled
^'J:

"/^*

at the Palace of C^/^/^tfj the High-Pried, where the Priefts, f/'^, lt\

Scribes and Senators of the People had a folemn Debate I'l.

and Confultation how they might take Jefus by fome fe- ^"^^ *^*

cret Stratagem, and put him to Death. This was the fe-
'' '

cond Council they had held upon this Occafion, and in

which tlicy had refolv'd upon his Death
; yet they thought

it not fo fafc and proper to do it at this great Solemnity,
led it might caufe a Sedition among the People, who had
the highoit Veneration for him. In the mid ft ot their Doubts

• - ani
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and Projects, Judas came among them, and put an end
to all their Difficulties, promifing them that for a Sum of
Mony, he ivou'd deliver Jefus fafely into their Hands^ when
the Multitudepou^d be abj'ent ; for that he knew where he
ufually retired himfelf, and all his cautious Methods ; and
therefore had a greater Opportunity than any other to be-

tray him. This Propofition was highly plealing to the San-
hedrim^ who immediately bargained with him for thirty Pieces

ofSilver, cali'd Staters^ or Shekles of the SanBuary^ amounting
to three Pounds and fifteen Shillings of our Mony, the

moft ufual Price for Slaves at that time : Which accom-
plifh'd Zecharfs Prophecy, Chap. ii. v. 12. Judas taking

the Mony, fought all Opportunities of betraying him in

the Abfence of the Multitude.

This Day the whole Nation of the Jews always apply'd

themfelves to put away all Leaven from their Houfes, and
it was the Day immediately preceding the fourth and laft

Faffover after our Saviour's Baptifm, which PalTover hap-

ned on the fecond Day .of our Month ^/r//, in the 19th

Year of the Reign of Tiberius the Emperor, and one Year
wanting twelve Days afler the third PafTover.

CHAP. VI.

From the Beginning ofthefourth and laft Taf-
fover^ to the Afcenfion of our Blejfed Savi-

our-^ isuhich concluded the whole Series of
his Anions ti^on Earth.

Contaming the Term offix Weeks and one Bay.

r HU R S D AT.

A. D. T "^ If T E are now arriv'd at the laft and great Palfo-

33- 1/1/ ^'^' ^^"^ ^^^^ Saviour's Time, a Paflbver the

Tiber. ^ ^ niofl memorable and renowned that was ever

19 folemniz'd ; ia which the only true Pafchal Lamb was flain

aoT and ofrer'd, whereof all others were only Types and Sha-

Matt.z6. dows. In the Morning, the Apoftles, knowing that their

^J:'l^' Mafter was careful in obferving this Solemnity, defir'd to

iv-ief* know where he wou'd eat the PafTover, and where the

Luke 2i. Lamb fhou'd be made ready. Whereupon Jefw fent Peter and
^••'5. John into Jerufalera to prepare all things according to Law,

telling
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telling them, That as foon as they were entered the City^ they

poud meet a Man heari'/ig a 'Pitcher of Water^ by foUoiving

ofivhom^ they JIjoh'dfind a fpacioui Gueji-Chamber ready fur-

nijh'd by the Mafter of the Houfe^ whofe Heart pou'd be fo
inclin'd by the Divine Poiver^ as to be 'iviUing to accommodate

them upon that Occcfion. The two Difciples being diredled

by this fpecial Token, went dircdly to the City, and found
all things to fucceed as he had foretold them ; and having
provided a Lamb, flain it in the Temple, fprinkled the

Blood on the Altar, and got all other Things neceiliiry for

the Celebration of the Pafchal Supper, they return'd to their

Mafter at Bethanv.

Before our Lord's Departure to Jerufakm^ the Apoftles,

whofe Minds had formerly been elevated with all the Ima-
ginations of Pomp and Grandeur, were now deprefs'd with

melancholy Thoughts, and difmal Apprehenfions of fome
great approaching Misfortune. Theretbre, perceiving their 7'*« M»

Concern, he bad them Not be dejeSied^ but believe m him^

as they had believ''d in God
\ for that in his Father"^s Hotife were

many Manfions^ whither he was going to prepare Places for

them^ and returning woud receive them into the fame gloriom

Habitation with Himfelf\ and that the Place and Way were
already made known to them. Thomas.^ fuppofing he meant
Ibme Earthly Palace, made Anfwer, That they knew -not the

Place., much lefs the Way leading to it. Whereupon Jefus
declar'd, T^hat he himfelf was the Way., the Truth and the

Life ; that none cou^d go to God but by him only ; and that if
they knew him as they ought., they wou'^d know his Father al-

fo., fince he was the exprefs Image of his Perfon. Philip., not
confidering the Force of our Saviour's Reafonings, delired

him to Jhcw them the Father., by giving them a viiible Re-
prefcntation of his Glory. But Jefns ask' d him, Whether he

knew not Him., after fo long a Continuance with them'i Ad-
ding, That in feeing him., they faw the Father'^ for he was in

the Father., and the Father in him ; which they might have
difcern'^d by the Miracles he wrought : Alluring them. That
if they believd in him., they Jhou^d work the fame Miracles.^

and greater '^ becaufe whatfitver they ask^dof God his Father

in his Name.,it jhou'd he obtain d: But that if they lov^d him^

they muft pew it by their Obedience. Tlien he promis'd
them, That he woud by his Prayers obtain another Comforter

for them., who pjou^d remain with them for ever ; namely., tht

Holy Ghofl., the Spirit of 'Truth., whom the World coii d not

receive., becaufe it knew him not ; but that theypou'd know
him., and be inhabited by him. That he woud not leave them
(omfortlefs., but woud return to them., and they pou'^dfee him^

whet
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^h^n thelVorldpouU not have that HapPmejl : Thathewou'd
one day pevj them that he was in his Father

; for he wou'd
manifeji himfelf to fuch as lov'd him^ and prov\i it by keeping

his Commandments. Hereupon y^^;/^', whofe Thoughts as well

as the reft were taken up with the Expectations of a Tem-
poral Kingdom, interpos'd, and askM him, 14'^hy he wou'd
manifeft himfelfto them^ and not to the Worlds Jefus intima-

ted, That the Reafon iipas because the World had no hove for
him ?ior his DoBrine\ therefore this Blejfmg was only defigned

for fuch as obeyed his Laws^ with whom his Father and he
•wou^d make their Abode. Adding, T^hat the DoHrine he had
taught them^ was his Father"^s\ and the Holy Spirit he had
promjfed wou'd maks them underftand and remember aH thofe

'Truths he had delivered. Then for a Farewel, he told them,
Fie left his Peace with them^ and that in a more affedionate

ma?iner than the World ever did\ that if they lov^d him^ they

woiid rejoice that he return'd to his Father.^ who was greater

than him^ as he was Mediator, That he foretold them what
Jlj0U*d come to pafs., that when the Time was expir*d^ they

might believe on him who hadforetold it : That he wou^d not

fay much more to them^^for he vjas jufl ready to enter theLiJls

with Satan,, the Prince of the ff^orld^ who tho* he had no

Power over him^ yet he was willingto fuffer whatwas brought

upon him
,^
that he might Jignally teftifie his Love and Obedience

to his Father. Upon finilhing his Difcourfe, he order'd his

Difciples to arifc, and go with him towards the City Je-
rufalem.

At the Evening they all arriv'd at the Place appointed,

which fome believe was in theHoufe of one of our Lord*s
Difciples cali'd Jo/:?;?, and llrnamed Mark. The ufual Hour
being come, which was never before it was dark, Jefus and
his twelve Apoftles fat down at the Table, uiing all a lean-

ing Pofture, as was particularly neceflary in that Solemnity.

He began his Difcourfe with declaring. That with great

Earnejinefs he had dejird to eat the Paffover with them before

he ftiffer'*d\ for this vjas the Iaft he jloou^d eat with them., ''till

k was fulfiird in Heaven., where that and all other Myfteries

Should have a full Accomplifhment. Then taking the firft

Cup of Wine, with which the Pafchal Supper always be-

gan, he biefs^d it, drank of it, ordering them. To take it^

and divide it among themfelves., for that this was the laft Time
he pojid drink with them., ''till the Kingdom of Godjhou'

d

come, meaning perhaps his Refurre6lion. When they had
begun the Supper, Jefus a fecond time afTur'd his Apoftles,

That one of them jhoii'd betray him ; which rais'd a general

Sorrow and Sadnefs amongft them, every one asking, Whe-
thc:^
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ihtr he was the Perfon ? He told them, that he who dipped

his Hand with him in the Dip was the Perfon: Adding,

Tlsat the Son of Man went forth to fuffer^ according to the

Scriptures ; but that it would be miferable to that Man who

Jhou''d betray him ; that it wou'd have been better for him ne^

ver to have been born. Notwithftanding this fearful Denun-
ciation, Judas boldly ask'd him, Whether it was he ? And
Jefui made Anfwer, He had nam^d the Man, At the Con-
clufion of the Supper, when the third Cup was ufually drank,

our Lord thought fit to inftitute a new Rite and Sacrament,

inftead of the Paffover, in Commemoration of his infinite

Love to Mankind. Therefore firft taking Bread, he blefs'd

it, brake it, and diftributed it to his Apoftles, with this In-

jun6lion, Take., eat., this is my Body., which is given for you z

Do this in Remembrance ofme. Then blefling the Cup alfo,

he gave it to them, laying. Drink ye all of this., for this is my
Blood of the New l^ejiament., which isped for the Kemijfio?i

of the Sins of many. Intimating, that the Bread was now
his Body, in the lame Senfe as the Pafchal Lamb had been

before ; and theWine was now his Blood, of the NewTe-
ftament, in the fame Senfe as the Blood of Bulls and Goats

had been under the Old. Then he told them, That that

was the laft Wine he muji drink., for the Hand of him whe
betrayed him was at the Table.

Immediately after there hapned a very unfeafonable Con- LuWr^
tcntion among the Apoftles concerning Priority, which of »4--3<**

them (hould have the greateft Share in their Mafter's King-
dom. Jefis check'd their Ambition, by repeating the SuD-
ftancc of what he had formerly faid to them upon the like

Occafion, That it pould not be fo with them., as with ter-

rejlrial Kings., who govern"*d their SubjeSts with Power and
Authority \ but the greateji among them Jlooiild be leajl\ as he

their Mafter had been., not as one fitting at the Table., but as

a Servant waiting. But fince they had heldfirm to him in all

his Perfecutions., he would prepare for them a Kingdom.^ as

his Father had done for him\ where they pould be nearefi to

himfelf\ fitting on Thrones., and judging the twelve Tribes of
Ifrael. He added, That at this Time Satan had a more than

ordinary Defire to jhake them andfift them like Wheat ; but

he had pray"*d for them., and particularly for Peter, that hl^

Faith might not fail ; bidding him when he had recovcr'^d., to

fircngthen his Brethren. Whereupon Peter to Ihew his Re-
folution told him. That he was ready to follow him both to

Prifon and to Death ; but he knowing his Weaknefs, dc-

-Clar'd a fecond time, l"hat before the fecond Croivlng of the

Cock that Night
J
heJhonld deny him thrice. Then turning

t^
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to the relt of the Apoftles, he asjv'd tijem, Whether they

vjanted any 'Things when he fent them without Purfe^ or Bagy
or Shoes ? Upon their anfweriiig No, he inform'd them,

Th^t now it would he otherwife ; for fuch Dijhejfes Jhould
happc»^ that they vjoiddJiand i:^ need of all thcfe, and of a
Sword more than of a Garment to put on: For all that was-

written concerning him, was jujl ready to be accomplijh^d ;

namely, ' He was reckoned among the T'ranfgrejfors. The A-
poftles taking his Words in the moft literal Senfe, told

him, T'hey had two Swords there ; but he, to intimate that

he had another Meaning, gave thern this fliort Reply, It is

X -4.

Matt.i6. After this they proceeded to fing the Hymn, or rather to

30. finilTi the Ha/lel, which in all coniifted of fix Euchariftic^
Mark 14. pfaims, beginning at the 113th, and concluding with the

1 1 8th. A little before their Departure our Lord gave his

farewel Exhortations to his Apoilles, and taking Occafion
probably from the Sight of Vines from out the Window, he

John 1 ;. told them, T^hat they were holy and pure, bccaufe they had

J."'*
7- received the Do^rine of the Gojpel; but that they might bring

' forth fuch Fruit as the Gofpel requir''d, they mujl of Necejfity

abide in him, as the Branches of the Vine -mufi abide in the

Body of it, without which they could not bear Grapes : 'That

his Father was glorify''d when his Difciples brought forth much
Fruit ; btit that he would cut off and caft into the Fire fuch as

bore no Fruit, as the Vine-Drejfers Tifually cut off and buried

the dry and dead Branches of their Vines : That the principal

Fruit hii Father expeSied was that Love which they ought to

have to one another, imitating their Majier who JJjewed the

fublimeft Fnftance of it, even the laying down his Life for his

Enemies: That they had not chofen %im, but he had chofen

them to bring forth continualFruit, and that he had not us^d

them as Servants, but as Friends, in teaching them what he

had learnt from his Father : That in chufing them to be his

Followers, he hadfeparated them frorm the World; and that

not being of the World rhemfelves, they were to expeS to be

hated and perfccuted by it, as he himfelf was. Then he in-

formed them, Thai the^tv^^pould be fo zealous againjltheyn,

as not only to excommnnicats them, but alfo to think they did

God a j'pecial Service in taking away their Lives; and this

becaufe they knew not the Son, nor the Father who fent him :

That he had forewarned them of thefe Afflictions, becaufe he

was leaving them ; and that they might remember his Words
when they came to paf; and' by remembring, fortijie their

Mmds u;uler the moji violeKt PerfhcuSions^

The
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The Apoftles heard thefe Truths with a profound Sor- John i6,

row and Silence, being much afflided, and aftonilh'd at the ^-33»

Lofs of their dear Mailer. He mildly reprovM their Si-

lence, telling them, That he was going to him that [ent him^

and none of them ask'd whither he went. But for their Com-
fort he let them know, That his Departure would be highly

for their Advantage
; for ''till then., the Holy Spirit^ the Com-

forter would not come : That when this Comforter was comcy

he would convince the World., efpecially the Jews, of Sin^ in

not believing his MiJJion ; of Righteoiifnefs., by manifejiing his

glorious Refurredion and Afcenjion ; and of Judgment., becaufe

he had condemn''d the Devil., the Prince of this IVorld. That
that fame Spirit of Truth jhould make them underjiand all the

Truths they had heard., ayidpould teach them thofe DodrineSy

which at prefent they were not able to bear. That thefame Spirit

Jhould glorifie him alfo., by amoreillujlrious Manifejiation of his

miraculous Gifts., which had been communicated to him by the

Father. Then he added, A little -while., and they pould not

fee him ; and after a little while they jhould fee him., becaufe

he went to the Father. The Apoliles underftood not the

Meaning of thefe laft Words, but queftioned each other

concerning them, defiring alfo to ask Jefis himfelf He
perceiving this, alfur'd them, That they Jhould weep and la-

ment., but the U'^orldJldould rejoice and triumph \ but yet as a.

Woman., who in the Time of her Labour had great Sorrow

^

but upon her Delivery forgot all her Pains^ for Joy of an
Heirs being born\ in like manner theypould be in Sorrowfor
a Time., but that he would foon return to them again at hi:

Refurredion., a;id then their Sorrow pould be chang'd into

Joy., fuch as no Man could take from them. After this he
promis'd them two Things, Firfl, That after his Refurredi^
on., he would not fpeak to them in Proverbs and Parables as

formerly^ but would fpeak to them plainly of the Father. Se-
. condly. That praying to the Father in his Name., which they

had not as yet done^ they pould obtain whatfoever they peti-

tioned of him ; for that the Father loved them., becaufe the\*

had loved the Son., and believed that he came from God. Then
he declared in plain Terms, That he came from the Father

into the IVorld \ and that he was now leaving the IVorld., and
returning to the Father. Upon this the Apoliles acknow-
ledge. That he had fpoken plainly., without Proverbs ; and
were affur'*d that he knew all Things^ even their very Thoughts^
and therefore mujl come from God. Jefus intimated, That
their Affurance was yet but weak

; for the Time was juji ap*

proaching., when every one of them pould fly from him^ be

'difpen^d.^ and leave him alone ; who yet was not wholly fo., be-r

caufc
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cau^e his Father was with him. Concluding all with thef*

Words, / have told yon tbcfe Things^ that in me ye might
have Peace -^

in the IforIdye Jhall have Tribulation: But be
'

ofgood Comfort^ I have conquer''d the IVorld,

John 17. Having ended thefc comfortable and dying Exhorta-

tions, our Lord thought lit to leave us a noble Pattern of
his perpetual Intercellion in Heaven as our great High-Prieft ;

and in the Audience of the reft poured forth a mod divine

and heavenly Prayer, fupplicating for Himfelf, for his Apo-
flles, and for all other fucceeding ChriiHans. Firft for Him-
felf. ' Father^ the Hour is comc^ glorifie thy Son^ that thy
* Son 7nay glorifie thee : And as thfju haft given him Power
' over all Fiejh^ fo to as many as thou hafl given him^ he has

'given eternal Life; which conftfts in the Knowledge of thee^

' the true God^ and Jefm Chrift^ whom thou haft fent. I
' have glorify d thy Name on Karth ; / have accompUjh^d the
' great iVork thou haft appointedfor me : And now^ Father^

''glorifie me with thy dtvine Majefty^and with the fame Glory
' I had before the Creation of the iVorld. Secondly, for his

Apodles ; ' / have manifefted thy Name to thofe whom thou.

' haft feleSted for me out of the World: They have kept th'f

* IVord: They have known,, that whatfoever thou haft given
' »2c, proceededfrom thee ; end they ajjuredly believe that thou.

* didft fend me. I intercede now for them^ and not for the
' wicked IVorld^ but for them whom thou haft given me,, who
' are thine,, and in whom I am glorify\i. And now,, Holy
' Father,, as I am leaving the IVorld^ and they continuing be-

' hi/id,, preferve thefe chofen Perfons for thy Name Sake,,That
* there may be a perfect Union aynongft them. IVhilft I con-

' tinu^d with them., I have prcferv""d them., andhave loft none,^

' but the Son of Perdition,, according to the Scriptures. And
'^ now I am returning to thee,, I [peak thefe Things openly,, that
' their former yoy may be compleated: I have given them thy
^ Word., and the World has hated them., becaufe., like me,^

' they are not of the World. I pray not that thou wouldft
' take them out of the World, but th'at thou wouldft preferve
' them fror/2 the Evil of it ; and wouldft fan^ifte them by thy
' Word,, which is Truth it felf. I have fent them into the
* World., m thou haft fent mc\ and for their Sakes., IfanSiifie
' even my ftIf that they may be fan'^if\'\l through the Truth.

Thirdly for all fucceeding Chridians: ' Neither do I pray
' for thefe alone^ but like wife for aR fnch <is Jhall hereafter be-

*- lieve in me by Means of their Preaching: That there raay

* be fuch a fpiritual Union amongft them, as may rcfcmbic
' ours; fo that the World may be convinced that tho:i haft fent
< me,^ that I have made them Partakers . of thy Glory, and

"
' that
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^ that iheu hafl loved them^ ca thou hafl loved me. Father^

* I pray that thofe thou hafl given me may alfo be Pojfejfars of
' the fame Place with my felf that they may behold the v/i-

' effable Glory thou haft beftovS'd o'a me., which was the Ef-
*" fed of thy eternal hove before the Foundation of the If^or/d.

' Holy Father^ the IVorld has not known thee^ but I have
' known thee^ and thefe have known that I came from thtc:

' And I have proclaimed thy Narae to them.; and will continue

* to do fo^ that they may he Partakers of thy Love^ and my
* Mediatorpif.

Our Lord having finifh'd this divine Prayer, immediate- J^f^tt. i6,

ly departed out of the City w^ith his Apoftles, over the ]^j/[
Brook Kedron^ in the Vale of Jofaphat, tovv^ards Mount 2.7"'

'^J.'^'

Olivet and Bethany as formerly ; v^^her^ he might prepare ^«*« -*.

himfelf for his approaching Paffion, and be taken like the |9^^ ^^^
Pafchal Lamb, without Noife and Tumult. Upon their f°

"

leaving the Houfe, Judcts it feems dipt avi^ay from the

Company towards the High-Prieft's Palace, where he had

his wicked Inftruments ready to execute his abominable De-
iign. In the mean Time, our Lord in his PafTage, with a

mighty Concern declar'd to his Apoflles, That that very

Night all of them fijojild be offended., and fall away from him ;

that according to ZecharyV Prophefie., ' 'The ShepherdJhould
' be fmitten., and the whole Flock difpers^d: But that after his

Refurredion^ he would go before them, into their old Country

Galilee. Whereupon Peter with great AlTurance made An-
fwer, That tho* all MankindJhould fall away frora him., he

roould do otherwife : But Jefus allured him a third Time,
That in that Night he Jhould deny him thrice., before the fe-

cond Cock-crowing was paft. But Peter being now arm'd
with a Sword, and tranfported with an unufual Zeal, de-

clar'd with the utmoil Vehemence, That he would not deny

him., tho" he jhould be obli^d to die with him ; and all the reft

join'd in the fame folemn Promife.

Having paffed Kedrcn., they went to a Place call'd Geth^ Matt. z6,

femane., a Place of Oil-Prefles at the Foot of Mount Olivet^ 3^- 46.

where was a Garden well known to Judas., to which our '^^'^^^ ^^

Lord often repaired with his Apoftles, both for Retirement Ake'zL
and Devotion. Here he was to enter upon the Ante-Sccnc 'i.<^-46.

of his approaching Tragedy ; and to begin to recover that ^''^^'^'

in a Garden of Sorrows, which the firlt Adam had loft in a

Garden of Pleafures. Here he ordered eight of the Apoftles

to ftay at the Entrance into the Garden, while he retir'd to

his private Devotions with God; commanding them ta
join their Prayers:,-.^ that they might not be delivered over to

Ter/iptation. ' Thc?n entring the Garden, he took Peter.^

O Jamts
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.

? antes and Jo^^fff^ who had been Spedators of his glorious
Vansfiguration, now to be his Comforters in the Time of

his nioft deplorable Affliclions; telling them, That his Soul

,

was iinmeUjHrably opprefs'd^ even to the Piwgs of Death^
therefore he deftred that they would watch with him. And
now he felt the mod terrible Conflict between the Fleih

and the Spirit, had all the Powers of Hell and Darknefs let

loofe upon him, and labour'd under the moft violent Ago-
nies, that ever human Nature fuilain'd. .Having withdrawn
himfelf about a Stone's call from his three Apoftles, he
threw himfelf prollrate upon the Earth, and with the high-

eft Marks of the moft intcnfe Grief, cryed out, Oh my fa-

ther ! if it he fojfible^ as all Thifigs are fojfible with thee^ Ut
me efcape this bitter Potio'a; but with a Spirit full of Sub-

milTion and Charity, he feem'd to corre<a thefe iirft Motr-

'

ons, adding, NevertheUfs^ not according to ray iVili^ but

thine. When he had thus pray'd he return'd to his Difci-

ples, probably to receive Comfort from them, as well as

to alfbrd them Affiftance in this Hour of their Temptation,
as v/cll as his; but they being ovei'-whelm'd with Grief

and Sorrow, were falPn afleep ; Jefa awak'd them, and
with a Reproof full of Love faid to Peter., Doji thoujleep.,

Simon? IVhat., could ye not w,Uch with me one fmgle Hour\
Now watch afid pray., that ye enter not into Temptation

:

The Spirit indeed js willing., hut the Flejh is weak: Their

Minds were well afre6l:cd, but fheir Bodies were apt to be-

tray them. Then returning;^ he pray'd a fecond Time, cry-

ing, Oh my Father., if I mu^jl' not cfcape this Potion without

drinking of it., thy IVill be aone. And coming to his Difci-

ples, and finding them fo fleepy, that they knew not what
to anfwcr him, hg return'd a third Time, and pray'd after

the fjme Manner. And now his Prayers were more vehe-

ment, having a full Senfe of God's Wrath againfl: the Sins

of the World; and his Agonies fo violent and aftoniiliing,

that the Sweat that fell from his Body was like large Drops
of Blood; and fince the Difciples neglcded their Office, an

Angel was at laft fent from Heaven to ftrengthen him, at

a Time when Nature was brought to the utmoit PafTability,

and was diflblving her felf in a mortal Sweat. Then re-

covering himfelf, he return'd a third Time to his Difciples,

and finding them ftill lleeping, he faid to them by way of
Reproof and Irony, That ?2ow the\ might fleep on and take

their Ilefl ; for the Time was came when their Mafter Jhould

he deliver''d into the Hands of VillAins : They muji mw arife^

for the Traytor was j/tji at Hand.
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Jefus had fcarcely faid theTe Words, when Judds^ who ^'*''- ^^'

well knew this Place of Retirement, arriv'd with a Compa- ^li^J^%,

ny of Soldiers and Officers, accompanied with fome of 43- yz.

the Chief Priefts and Pharifces, and Elders of the People, Lnkexi.,-

all arm'd with Swords and Staves, and furnifh'd with Lan- V'yJl\^

terns and Torches, left they Ihould mifs of him, tho'itwas 3--11.

*

now a full Moon. Judas gave them a Sign, that the Per-

fon v/hom he kifs'd was the Man they were to apprehend

;

and thereupon went up to Jefus ^ faying, Hail^ Mazier; and
gave him a Kifs : But Jefus only made this gentle Reply,

friend^ why are you come hither ? Betrayeft thou the Son of

Man with a Kifs'{ Then ftcpping forwards, with an Air of
Majefty, he demanded of the Soldiers, l4^^hom they fohght'{

They anfwer'd, Jefus qf Nazareth ; and upon his replying,

That He was the Man^ they ran back, lei2'd with great

HorrOr, and fell to the Ground ; And his thus confound-

ing them by his bare Word, f]Kw'd that none could take

his Lite from him, unlefs he laid it down of himfelf. Thefe
Men rifing up, Jefus ask'd them* again, IVhom they fought "{

And they returning the fame Anfv/cr, he told them, Jt'^ce

they fought him alone^ he expected that they jhould fuffer his

Difciples to depart \ therein accomplifliing that Sentence in

his Prayer, That he had loft none of them whom his Father

had given him', and taking care that they (hould efcape tliat

Storm, which none but himfelf could fuftain. Then the rude

Multitude began to lay Hands on him ; which when the Difci-

ples faw, they faid, Lord^ Jhallvje ufe the Sword ? and immedi-
ately Peter^ to (hew his prom^^•d Courage, drew out his,

and in a great Fury (buck at Makhus., a Servant to the

High-Prieil, dehgning to cleave his Head, tho' he happcn'd

only to cut off his right Ear. Bat Jefus rebuk'd his intem-

perate Zeal, and commanded Peter to put up his Sword,
declaring. That fuch as us^d the Sword iHegaily^ fuould pe-

rijh by the Sword, \that if he had thought fit to decline the

Potion appointed for him^ and defign^d a Refcue^ he could

have prayed to his Father., and have had more than twelve

Legions of Angels at his Command: But how then could the

Scriptures be accomplij}j*d., which declard he muft fuffer^

Then miraculoufly healing the Man's Ear^ he expoftulated

with the Multitude, perhaps to reduce them to iomz Re-
morfe, and ask'd them, lil:iy they came againft htm vjitb

Swords and Staves^ as iho"* he ivere fome Thief or great iMale-

faSior^ when they had daily Opportunity of apprehending hint

publickly in the Templet But this he faid was their iiou^^

and the Power of Darknefs. The Apoilles nov feeing their

Mafter bound, loft all their former Courage, forlook him,

O 2 and
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Slid betook themfeive^ to Flight ; only one young, whom
many fuppofe to be John^ foliow'd him, with only a Linen
Garment about him ; but the Soldiers laying hold on him,

he left his Linen Garment, and fled from them naked.

Ma't.^6. Jefiii being thus apprehended, the Multitude led him im-
57'^.5-68 mediately to Annai.^ out of Refpe6l to him, who was Fa-

5V5T 6j ther-in-Law to Caia-phas the High-Prieft, and who had for-

£.»iv 22. merly had the fame Office; butyvW^f fent him to Caiaphas*s
54-65 65 Palace, where he and the whole Body of the Sanhedrini

it^il' were alTem-bled, tho' thus late at Night. Here Caiabhas

flridly examin'd him both concerning his Dodrine, and his-

Followers ; endeavouring to find Hcrefie in one, and Sedi-

tion in the other. But Jejh wou'd give him no farther Sa-

tisfa6i:ion than by declaring, 'That -ivhat he had taught and

a^ed was in the f/iew of the World^ in the publick Synagogues

and Temple^ where all Men reforted ; that therefore he had no

ReafoK to ask hira^ but rather thofe who conflantly heard him.

At thefe Words one of the Officers, more 7.ealous than or^

dinary, firuck him on the Face, asking him, li^hy he gave

Juch an Answer to the High-Priejt'i But Jefus reply'd, If he

bad arjfvjer''d amjf, he might tefiifie agairfi him ; if otherwife^

he had no cajfc to Jrrike htra. In the mean time the whole

Council fought falfe WitnefTes againft Jefns to put him to

Death; and tho' many were produced, yet they all notori-

oufly difagreed. At length two appear'd who agreed upon
the fame Subje6l, tho' they manifeilly perverted our Lord's

Meaning, declaring, Z^f)' had heard him fay ^ '''That he zvoiCd

' dejlroy the Temple of God^ and rebuild it in three Days\

in the wording of which they alfo difagreed. This Tefli^

mony was likewife found infufficient; ncverthelcfs C^/V/;^^/,

rifing up in the midft of the AfTembly, ask'd him, Why he

made no Reply to thefe IVitncjfes ? But finding that he wou'd
return no Aiifwer to this Qucftion neither, he put another

to him, which if he anfwcr'd in the negative, it wou'd make
him an Impoflor ; if in the affirmative, a Blafphcmer accor-

ding to their Notion: And that he might not fail of an An-
fwer, he adjur'd iuni by the living God, to declare whether

he -was the Meljiah^ the Son of God^ or not. yefus in Reve-

rence to that Name, made Anfwer, declaring. That he wat

;

and that they jhou^d fir^dthc Experience of ?>, when they JJjou^d

fee him fitting at the right Hand of the Almighty.^ coming in

the Clouds of Heaven. Whereupon the High-Pricfl, as a

Teftlmony of his Abhorrence, rent his Cloaths, crying out,

Hs was a Blafphcmer.,
and there needed no other fVitnef a-

gai??fl him\ demanding their Opinion. They all joiifd with

hiiH^
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him, pronouncing him Guilty of Death, .according to their

Law; and fo left him that Night to the Mercy of the Ser-

vants and Soldiers, who entcrtain'd him with bitter Scoffs

and Buffets, blinded his Eyes, and flriking him with their

Fills, bad him \ht\v his McffiahJhiP^ and prophefie who firack

him; adding many other vile Indignities, and abominable
Blafphcmies.

During thefe melancholy Tranra6l:ions, Pcter^ whofe '^''*- ^^^

Fears had driven him to fly from his Mafter in the Garden, Mlti'll,
having a little recover'd his Spirits, and hoping to pafs un- 54,60 72.*

difcover'd in the Throng, vcntur'd in amoiig others, to fee ^«*' ^^•

the Iffue of this flital Night, and by the Intereft of his Fel- j\'^^^^
low Difciple John who went wich him, he was let in by a if-i's."

Maid-Servant into the High-Priefl's Palace: And entering ^f-^i"

the Common-Hall, where the Servants and Officers were
fat round a Fire they had lately kindled, he alfo fat down
warming himfelf with, the red. Here the Maid, who had
been his Porterefs, fixing her Eyes upon him, knew him.,

and fpoke aloud. This Man was alfo with Jefus /?/ Naza-
reth; asking him., tjhe was not one of his Dtfciples"^. Peter

^

ftartled at this Queftion, deny'd it before all, and anfwer'd
her, Woman^ I know him not., I am none of his Difciple., nor

do I know what than faycft ; and thereupon withdrew him-
felf into the Porch, where he heard the Cock crow ; a fair '

'

Intimation of his Fault, but his troubled Thoughts took no
Notice of it. In the Porch another Maid charged him with
being Jefns's Difciple, but he confidently deny'd it a fccond
Tim^e, and with the Addition of an Oath; io natural it h
for one Sin to draw on another. About an Hour after,

fome other began to charge him with the fame Matter, al-

ledging. That his Dialei^ difcov-er\i him to he a Galilean

;

but what liill made the Matter more mdifputable, the Man's
Kinfman whofe Ear he had cut off, declar'd, That he faw
htm in the Garden with Jefus. This lall Adcrtion reduced

Peter to the utmoit Fright, which made him Avear and
curfe. That he knew not tioe Man^ nor what they fatd: And.
immediately the Cock crew a fecond Time. At tVit fame
Time Jefus being brought down by the Soldiers, gave Pt-
/^r fuch a Glance, as brought to his Mind what he had
foretold of his Denial; and being vehemently opprefs'd

with Sham.e and Grief, he went out and wept bitterly.

GOO D-F R I D AT.

Lr-.U-LX.
i J

. Early in the Morning, our Lord having been allowed

;ao Sleep, the Sanhedrim' met again in a full Body at their
^^""^^

'

' ^ 3 "
'

" Room
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Room in the Temple, to which Place they ordcr'd Jefm
to be brought, enquiring of him a fecond Time, whether he

was really the Meffiah or mt\ dcligning to try whether he ,

wou'd Hand by his former Aliertion. Jefm well knowing
the Hardnefs of their Hearts, told them, That his Aiffwer

woud never convince their Infidelity ; becaufe they were fo ob-

ftinate^ that they wou'd neither pretend to confute him^ nor

difmifi h'lm: But that hereafter they Jhoud find the Truth of
what he hadfaid^ when he Jhoiidjit at the right Hand of the

All-powerful God. Then they ask'd him, T^hether he was
the Son of God'^. And upon his anfwcring in the affirmative,

they declared. They needed no farther IVttnefi^ for they had
hi:> Condemnation from his own Mouth. And thereupon they

Uatt. 17. refolv'd to deliver him up to i\\q Roman Power. Judas.,Yiho
^"'^*

had carefiiliy auendt;d and watch'd the lifue of the Matter,

finding his Malkr deliver'd to a Pagan Pov/cr, and Things
carryM beyond his Expectation, repented his being an In-

fh-ument in fuch an execrable Facl: ; and to give fome Eafe
to his tormented Confcience, brought the Mony he had re-

ceived back 10 the Sanhedrim : Declaring openly. That he had

finned^ for he had betrafd innocent Blood. Here was the

deepeft Repentance, the molt publick Confeffion, and a moft
juft Refticution

; yet all too little for one who had done
fuch Defpite to the Spirit of Grace, and was now fallen

into the Hands of the living God. The Priefts, incurious

of thofe Hell Torments he felt within him, becaufe their

own Fires burn'd not yet, difmifs'd him with a rough An-
fwer, That he might look to what he had done himfelf\ and
with the Mony he had thrown down, purchased a fpot of
Ground, call'd the 'Potter'*s Field^ for the Interment of the

Profclytes of the Gate; accomplifhing thereby a Predi6lion

of the Prophet Zcchary. But Judas being delivered over to
^Si ^. Satan^ v.ent and hang'd himfelf ; and tht Judgment was
^^>^^' made mere iignal by an Accident unufual at fuch Deaths,

for being prodigioully fwell'd, he fell Headlong from the

Tree,burrt in funder, and his Bowels fell out, in fo wonder-
ful a Manner, that it was noted by ali that dwelt at Jerufa^
lem. As the Wickednefs he had committed was beyond all

Precedent, fo the Punilliment he fuffcr'd was above all Ex-
ample.

^t^ V^* Our Lord being condemn'd to Death by the Sanhedrim
.,

\i7tt. '1-, ^^£ chief Pricfts, Senators and Multitude immediately hurry'd

I 2,11'. him to the Pnctorium., the Palace of the lioman Governor,

j[J-
PontiUi Pilate \ a Perfon, as was formerly obferv'd, of a

i/^.
*^'

violent and furious Spirit, and of a cruel and covetous Dif-

LfAe 12. pofidon. But they rcfus'd tq enter into the Hall of a Pagan
1-4. . at
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at this Time, left they ffiou'd be defiled, and render'd unfit

for the Solemnities of the Chagigah^ which St. John calls

the PaJJovcr^ as being a very confiderable Part of the Feiti-

val. Therefore Pilate came out to them at the Palace-Gate,

and demanded of them, M-^hat Accufatio-a they had aga'mjl

Jefus? They made Anfwer, If he had mt been a Malefailor
^

they vjou^d not have brought h'lm thither. The Governor
told them, Ijhe was a MalefaHQr^ they might take him and
judge him accordmg to their own haws ; but they fearing the

Mobile, and being willing to throw off the Odium of his

Death from themfelves, alleg'd,'/Z'^^ they had loft the Power
ofpitting any to Dea.h^ which fomc fay was taken from
them three Years before. And proceeding to the Particu-

lars of his Accufation, They declar'd, T'hat he had perverted
the Nation^ That he had forbidden Men to pay Tribute to the

Emperor.^ and had proclairad himfelf the Meffiah^ a King.

Pilate hearing the Name of a King^ thought himfelf con-
ecrn'd to examine that Point ; and returning into his Judg-
ment Hall, he there ask'd Jefis.^ IVhether he was the King of
the 'jc\vs> Wherefore 3^ty//>- delir'd to know, IVhether he

ask'd that Queftion for his own SatisfaHion, or whether that

had been chared upon him as a Crime by the Jews ? Pilate

told him. That he was no Jew, nor acquainted with their

Cuftoms; but that his own Country-Men
.^
and the chief of his

Nation had deliver'^d h:m u^ ; and therefore he expeSied to

know of him what was his Crime ? "Jefus wou'd not deny his

Kingdom, but withal declared, '/^^i^ it was not of this iVorld;

for that if it had been fo.^ his SubjeSis and Followers w^tCd
have fought for him., and fav'd him from the Hands of the

Jews. Pilate^ furpriz'd to fee a poor abandoned Man af-

fume Sovereignty, ask'd him in a deriding way, iVhether he

was really a Kwgl Our Lord anfwer'd in the affirmative,

adding. That for that End he was born., and fent into thj

U^orld., to bear Witnefs to the Truth ; and every Man that

lov'^d the Truth., heard his Voice. Pilat.- thjn ask'd him, IVhat
he meant by Truth ; but having no Delire to engage any far-

ther in Matters, which he fuppos'd, related peculiarly to

the Jewijh Reh'gion, he rofe fuddenly from the Bench, ta-

king Jefus with him, and returning to the People abroad,

profefs'd to them. That he fund no Fault at all in the Man.
Here the chief Priefts and Senators accus'd him again of
many Crimes ; but lince they defcrv'd no Anf.vcr, he was
filent : And tho' Pilate urg'd him, to make him feniible of
the numerous Accufations, yet Hill he held his Peace, to

the great Wonder of the Governor; who, thq' he well

O 4 kne\Y
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knew the Je-jjs Malice, cou'd not with all his Subtilty dive

to the IBottom of this Matter.
Luke 23. Xhe Rulers finding F'tlate fo ready to releafe him, began
^'^** to be more fierce and vehement, reprcfenting him as a tur-

bulent Mover of the People^ fpreaj,mg his feditious Principles

throughout all Galilee and Judapa, even to Jerufalem. The
Governor hearing the Name of Galilee^ and underflanding

he was a Galilean^ and confequently belonging to the Jurif-

diiiiion of Herod^ without any Delay fent him to Herod,

who was then at the Feall: in Jerufdem ; both to oblige an
Enemy, and to be freed from this odious and puzling Af-
fair. Now Jefus faw the Monffcer who murther'd his Fore-
runner, and Herod was extremely pleas'd, for he had often

heard of his Fame, and now expe6lcd to have feen fomc
Miracle w^rought by him. But our Lord, who had often

fhewn his Miracles to poor indigent People, wou'd not

proftitute his Gifts, nor gratifie the Curiofity of a Tyrant pol-

luted with Inceft and Blood ; nor wou'd he vouchfafe him one
Anfwer to all his Queftions, tho' urg'd by all the Heat and
Violence of the Scribes and Rulers, who followed him thi-

ther : Infomuch that Herod^ inftead of a rival King, look'd

upon him as a moft iniignificant defpicable Perfon, and his

Soldiers and Guards array'd him in fome caft-off Robe, as

a Mock-King, derided him, and carry'd him again to Ptlatf.

And from that Time //c*r^^ and Pilate were perfedtly recon-

Cil'd, ^yho before were great Enemies.

Lnyei^. Being return'd to Pilate^ the Governor again call'd the
13-^^- Piiefts, Rulers and People to the Gate, and publickly dc-

fl-.'at,^^*
clar'd, I'/jat tho^ they had hrojight this Man as a feditious

Mar)? I )-. Perfon^ yet upon Examination^ he cou^d 7wt find hir/i guilty

6- If. of any of thofe Crimes laid to his Charge'^ and that Hcrod^
j^>on 1%. ^^ whom he had fent hir/iy had pafs'^d the very fame Judg-

ment : But to comply a little with their Fury, becaufe he

knew they had profecuted him only out of Envy and Ma-
lice, he propounded to fcourge htm^ and fo difmif him. This

being difapprov'd of, he invented another Contrivance to

fave him : The Governor was oblig'd by a certain Cuftom,
every Pafibver to releafe a Criminal, whom the jF^wj Ihou'd

nominate; and all the People were very urgent with him
to fhev/ them the fame Favour they had ulually receivM.

Now there was then in Prifon a notorious Malefador
nam'd Barahhas^ who had been feizM with other feditious

Perfons, becaufe he had committed Murther in the Infurre-

£tion: Therefore Pilate juilly imagining that if he only

propounded Jefis and Barabbai to be releas'd, they wou'd
prefer an innocent Man before a Thief and a Murtherer,

told

9>4o.
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told them, T!hat he found no Crime worthy of Death in the

Perfon they accus*d-^ but fince they had a Cujio-m to have a

Criminalfreed at their Feaft^ he propos'^d to them to chi^fe one

of the two^ Barabbas or Jefus caWd Chrifl: And this he pro-

posM to the People in general, who were principally con-

cern'd in this Cuftom, and whom he knev/ to be better ai-

fed:ed to our Lord than the Rulers were. About th? fame
Time there hapned a new Accident, which caus'd no little

Concern in the Governor; for while he was fitting on the

Tribunal, his Wife fent a Meffage to him, moft earneftiy

warning him, Not to concern himjelf with that jufi Man then,

before him\ fur fie hadjuji tJyen fufferd ma^ty Affliciions in a
Dream upon hvs Account. Whereupon 'Pilate became more
diligent in his Endeavours to releafe him : But the Priefts

and Rulers were ftill more inftant in moving and perfuading
the People to require- his Favour for Barabbas., and that

Jefus. might be put to Death : So that when Pilate ask'd

them a fecond Time, which of the two they woud have re-

leas'd^ they all cry'd out. Away with this Man., and give us

Barabbas ! And «ow thofe who lix Days before expected

a temporal Kingdom, cry'd Hofanna^ and fpread their Gar-
ments in the Way, were as loud in their Cries for the De-
ftrudion of their King. And " when Pilate ask'd them,

What he Jhou'd do with Jefus calPd Chrift > All cry'd, cru-

cifie him., crucife him ! not only ignorantly demanding Ju-
flice, but impudently prefcribing the Punifhment, which was
the cruellefl: that cou'd be nam'd. Then Pilate ask'd them
a third time, l-Fhat Crimes he had committed'^, for he cou^d

find none worthy of Death ; therefore he wou^d fcourge hiur.,

and releafe him. Whereupon they redoubled their Clamour;?,

and in the moil: tumultuous Manner imaginable requir'd

that he might be crucify'd ; infomuch that their Voices pre-

vail'd upon the Governor.
Pilate finding no Arguments effe6lual, imm.ediately gave J^^n i^.

Order that Jefm fhou'd be fcourg'd ; a Puni.Oiment very ^~"-

terrible and diOionourable am.ong the Romans^ therefore not ^^s-xc"!'

exercis'd on any but Slaves; and this was perforin'd, no M.xrk\s-

doubt, with extraordinary Severity, fince the Soldiers added ^^"^S'-

fo many Infolencies and Indignities bcfides. For after they

had miferably torn his Body, they took him into the Com-
mon Hall with the whole Cohort about him, and having
ftrip'd him, they threw a loofe Purple Coat about him for

a Robe, put a Wreath of Thorns upon his Head for a

Crown, and a Reed in his Hand for a Scepter. Then in

Dcrifion they faluted him, and bowing the Kn^e to him, a-

d'or'd him, crying, All Health to the King of the Jews ! And
at
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at the fame Time they fpft upon his Face, and ftruck him
on his Cheek with their Hands, and on his Crown with

the Reed, that his Head might be more wounded with the ,

Thorns, dilate now conceiv'd that the ^ews cou'd not

behold him in this deplorable Condition without Remorfe
and Pity ; and therefore went again out of his Palace, in a

confpicuous Place, declaring to them, That he had brought

J^'tm again to them^ that they might he fenfihle he found him
Guilty of no Crime. And immediately Jefus was brought

forth, with all his mock Ornaments, Thorns, Coat and

Reed, and his Head, Face and Body all cmbrew'd in Blood

:

Then Pilate cry'd out to the Multitude, Behold the
Man! As if he had faid, See this rueful Spectacle of fuf-

' fcring Innocence, and be confounded. But as foon as they

faw their once expeded King in fuch mifcrable Circum-
ftances, they more readily cry'd out as before, Crucijie him^

crucifie him ! Pilate faid to them. Do ye take him^ and cru-

cifie him^ for I fi-^sd no Fault in him : They anfwer'd, They
had a j)articular Law^ according to zvhich he ought to die^ be'

caufe he made himfelf the Son of God.

John 19.
Thefe laft Words flruck him, tho' a wicked Governor,

I-15.
' with a reverential Dread, and added new Perplexities to his

former ; therefore with no little Aftonifhment he returned

with Jefiis into the PriCtorium., and began a new Examina-
tion of him, demanding of him, IVhence was his Original

But Jefui returned him no Anfwcr. Upon this Pilate was
more urgent, and ask'd him. Whether he -was not fenfibky

that he had Power either to crucifie or releafe.htm ? To this

Jefiis calmly reply'd. That he cou^d have no Power to h/trt

him., were it not permittedfrom Heaven above 'y therefore they

who deliver''d him up were Guilty of a greater Sin than he.

This Silence and thefe Anfwefs did not llackcn Pilate's

Endeavours to relsafe him. But the Jews. at length found

put an Expedient to work upon the Timoroufnefs of the

Judge, and cry'd out. That if he did not punijh a Man., who
Jet himfelf up for a King., he was an Enemy to the Erfiperor^

This did not a little llartle the Governor, railing in him ^
Fear quite contrary to the Fear of God ; for he well knew
the jealous temper of his Mailer Tiberius^ who never fpar'd

the lead feeming Rival, and had very lately us'd intolera-

ble Severities to all Sejanus's Accomplices ; and if the Jcws^

whom he had often opprefsM, and difgufted, fhqu'd accafc

him of protecting a Rebel to the Empire, it might ealily

have prov'd his Ruin. Therefore returning to the Hall, h^

brought forth Jefus in the fame Habit to his publick IVibii-

iial, in a paved place calfd Gabbatha ; and tho* he intend-

ed
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cd to pafs Sentence upon him, yet he let them underfland,

that he did it contrary to his Opinion and Inclination. Be-

ing feated, he faid to the Jews^ Behold your King; but they

Cry'd out, Azuciy with hlm^ away with him^ cruc'tjie him !

And when he ask'd them by way of Irony, H^hether he

pou*d crucific their King} They made Anfwer ? That they

had no King but Cacfar ; which was the firft Time we find

that they own'd the Roman Emperor for their Sovereign.

Filate finding that all his Attempts to fave Jefm did only Matt. 27.

ehcreafe the Turnult, and thinking he had fuiHcicntly done ^4 -^6.

his Part, call'd for Water, and wafhing his Hands before

all the People, as a Token of the Purity of his Intentions,

folemiily declar'd. That he was innocent of the Blood of that

jujl Man ; and that they mufi anfwer for it. Upon which
the whole Body of the People mofl: impioufly cry'd out,

ifcr^y his Blood fall upon ///, and all our Fofterity ! An Im-
precation as black as Hell. Hereupon Pilate releas'd to

them Barabbas^ and condemn'd Jefus to the Crofs ; a Death
the mod painful and ignominious of all others.

Our dear Lord being thus condemn'd, and abandon'd by iVOrr. iu
all the World, the Soldiers and Officers, after new Iridig- ^ '"Sa-

nities otier'd him, took the Purple Coat off his mangl'd Bo- IJ^J \^^

dy, and put on his own Garments ; and then laid an hea- ao-zj,

vy Crofs upon his Shoulders, who now like Ifaac bore the \^~,^^'

Wood, with which he was to be facrific'd himfelf In zc---^^-]'

this folemn ProcelTion he pafs'd through one of the princi- ?8.

pal Streets of the City, to the infinite Triumph of his Ene- '^'',!'"_ ^5<.

mies, and the no Icfs Difcouragement of his Admirers ;

^*"^*'

'till being overburthen'd, they compcl'd one Simon a Cyre-

nian. Father to Alexander and Riifjis^ to bear his Crofs the

reft of the Way. Among the vaft Throngs and Multi-
tudes that followed to this Execution, there were many
People, efpecially Women, who cou'd not behold this de-

plorable Obje6l, without the higheft Grief and Lamenta-
tions. Our Lord obferving what Floods of Tears were
fhed upon his Account, lifting up his all bloody and disfi-

gured Countenance, cry'd, Daughters c//jerufalem! weep
not for me^ but for your felves^ and for your Children : For
know that the fatal T'tr/ie is approaching^ when ye Jjjail all

fay^ Blejfed are thofe barren IVombs that never boreChildreny

and thofe Breafis that never gave fuck : 'Then (hall they begin

to call upon the Mountains to fall upon them., and the Hills

to cover them from the Vengeance of Heaven : For if the Ro-
mans deal thus with a green Tree., what will they do with a

dry and faplefs Trunk ? Thus was the great Sacrifice con-

yey'd out of the Holy City, as an accurfed Thing ; juft as

the
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,the fcapc Goat, loaden with the Iniquities of the People^
and the Beads for Sin-Offerings, were by Law carry'd out
of the Camp. Paffmg the Gates, they brought him to a
Rocky Hill, on the Weft Side of the City, call'd Golgotha,

and Calvalry^ a kind of a Charncl Houfe for the City, and
place of Execution. This Place is by many believ'dtobe the

fame, where Abraham brought his Son Ifaac to be offer'd.

Here they firft gave him a Mixture of Vinegar and Gall to
drink, inftead of the ufual Compolition ofWine and Myrrh,
given to Malefa6lors to eafe them in their Torments ; but
upon tafting of it, he refus'd to drink. Then ftripping him
of his Garments, they nail'd his Hands and his Feet, with
his Body ftrctchM out upon the Crofs, and lifted him up,

as the Brazen Serpent upon the Pole in the Wildernefs.

And to put him to the greater Shame, and to obfcure his

innocence, they crucify'd two common Malefa6tors one on
each Side of him ; accomplifliing IfaiaFs Propheiie, ' He
*- vjas number'd among the ^ranjgrejfors. On the Top of
his Crofs F'tlate appointed this Infcription, JESUS OF
NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS, in the

three moft univerfal Languages, Hebrew^ Greek and Latin.

^

that all Strangers might take Notice of his Crime. The
chief Priefts were much offended at. this, and beg'd of Pi-

late to alter the Infcription, and inftead of A;»g- o/V/?^ J^zyj-,

to write, he pretended himjelf King ofthe Jews ; but Pilate

with fome Anger made Anfwer, That what he hadwritten^

JJjoii*dftand good.

Meet. i7. It was near the fixth Hour, or Noon, when our Saviour
35-39'' was tix'd to the Crofs, tho' by St. Mark cairH the third

^^j, , Flour, becaufe the iixth was not yet fully began ; and th6

i4, ay.
*
firft thin^ he utter'd was a gracious Prayer for his Enemies ^i

>9~3i' faying, Father^ forgive them., for they know not what they

^IJ^^' do. Immediately thofe four Soldiers, who were his Exe-

35-15! cutioners, went to divide the poor Spoil his Garments,
7-*w 19. cutting them into four Parts, each Soldier one ; only his
""

Coat was woven from the Top to the Bottom without any

Seam, therefore rather than fpoil it, they agreed to caft Lots

for it, whofeit fnould be; accompliiliing thereby the Words
of the Pfalmift, ' They parted my Garments among them.^ and
' cajl Lots for my Veflure. While our patient Lord hung
thus languifhing in the extreameft Torments, the Paftengers

jind the Multitude added all they cou'd to his Mifery by

their reviling Speeches and provoking Blafphcmics, fome
nodding their Heads, and crying, Ah^ you that have Power
tcf dejhoy the T'emple., and rebuild it in three Days., five your

felf : if you. be the Son of God. come dovjn from the Crofs.

The

25—27.
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The Chief Prlefts and Rulers entertain'd him with the like

Scoffs, laying, Jrie fav'd others^ but cannot [ave h'tmfelf -^ if

he i>e really the King of Ifrael^ the chofen of God^ let him com:

down from the Crop, and we will believe him :
' He trlifted

' tn God, let him deliijer him now if he will have him
; Jince

* he ha declar'^dhir^felf the Son of God. The Soldiers who
ftood to guard hiin alfo derided him, and bad him, Save him-

Jelf if h^ was the King of the Jews. Nay one of the cruci-

fy'd Mdlefadlors urgM him to fave himfelf and them, if he

was the Mcfliah. But the other Malefa(9:or, now finding

the glorious Benefit of our Saviour's Prayer for his Ene-
mies, and being mov'd with a wonderful Impulfe, ferioufly

rebuk'd him in thefe Terms, Doft not thou fear God, feeing

thou art condemn d to the fame Punipment, and that mojl

juftly > We, alas, receive the due Reward of our Crimes, but

this Perfon has done nothing to deferve this Punipment. Then
looking upon Jefus with a noble Reliance, he cry'd, Lord^
remember me when thou comeft into thy Kingdom. A mod
Xuperlative and ftupendous Faith, to fiy for Succour to one
in the fame miferable Circumftances, whom all the World
had abandon'd, and whom God himfelf had feeem'd to have
forfaken; andtheSuccefs was accordingly Triumphant : For
our Lord immediately embrac'd him with the Arms of his

Mercy, and folemnly alTurM him, 'That that very Day he pou''d
'

he with him in Heaven. After our Lord had fhewn himfelf
.thus triumphant upon the Crofs, he proceeded, as it were,
to make his Will : For feeing his beloved Difciple John,
with his Virgin Mother, her Sifter, Mary Magdelene, with
other Women, who beheld him with unexpreflible Grief^

he firft fpoke to his Mother, faying, IVoman, behold thy

Son, meaning John ; and he faid to John, behold thy Mo-
/'/'^r; thus recommending both to each other: And from
that Time John took her to his own Houfe, where they

dwelt as Mother and Son together.

During thefe melancholy Tranfaclions, the w^hole Frame j/^„.

of Nature began to be chang'd, and out of Order; for the l7-jo7'
Sun was fo darkened, that the Stars appeared, and theEclipfc ^f"^*

'*•

was prodigious in the Manner as well as Degree, bscaufe i^T/IV
the Moon was not then in Conjun6i:ion, but in the Full. 44-46-'

This miraculous Darknefs was univerfal, in all probability, J'^'""^^

and was recorded by many Pagan Writers, as Phlegon-
^^~^"*

TraUianuf, ^c. and we are told by later Writers, 'that

Dionvjiiis the Areopagite being in Mgypt, and obferving this

llrange Eclipfe, cry'd out to his Friend Apollophanes, That
e:ther God hirnjelffuffer^d, or fympathiz^d with the Snffercr.

The Darknefs continu'd from about twelve a Clock 'till

thr;:e.



o6 Cent. I. Ecclefiaflical Hiftory. Book. I.

three, when all Things were full of Terror and Amaze-
nient, and Men's Hearts with Fear began to relent, and
their former Intuits to be turn'd into a profound Silence,

and Expedl-ation of the IfTuc. All this Time our blcfled

I.ord continued meek and filcnt, languiihing and confum-
ing in the Flames of God's Wrath againft Sinners ; 'till

finding his Soul unfufterably opprefsU with the Burthen,
and all the Powers of Hell upon him, without one pitying

Angel to afrift, he in a loud and difmal Tone cry'd, Eli

!

Eli ! lamafabactham > i. e. My God ! My God \ iVhy haft

thou forfaken me ? his Divinity at this time fufpending from
his Humanity thcfe Comforts with which his Servants in

their greateft Sufferings are ufually refrefli'd. Some of the

Spcftators hearing the Words £//, £//, out of Ignorance of
the Tongue, and a fond Expectation of the Coming of £-
lias^ thought he call'd for Elias^ to help him in his Diiirefs.

Then being in the Agonies of a high Fever, to fulfil the

Scriptures, he cry'd, 1 thirfl\ and one of the Company took
a Sponge, and dipping it in Vinegar that ftood by, upon,

the End of a Reed, or long Stalk of H/fTop, put it to his

Mouth, that he might drink; others faying, Let usfeewhe"-
ther Elias will come and help him. Jefus having tailed the

Vinegar, and feeling the Pangs of Death upon him, cry'd,

ALL IS ACCOiMPLISHED; all the Prophecies

and Types fulfiU'd, and the great Sacrifice otter'd. Then
with another flrong Out-cry like the former, he faid, Fa^
ther., into thy Hands Irecommend my Soiil '^ and bowing down
his Head, he cxpir'd. Thus did the glorious Sun of Righ-
teoufnefsfet in a fad and clouded Sky, running fpeedily to

fhine in the otner World.
Ma'.t. 17. J^fiis dy'd about three a Clock, the Time of offering up
7i--i'6- the Evening Sacrifice, at the end of the lixth Day of the

^''-4//* V/eek, as entering into his Sabbath of Reft. His Death
Lnke 2*3. was immediately accompany'd with a moft terrible Earth-

^

47- 49. quake, as tho' Nature was breathing her laft, which rent

?i~37?* ^^ Rocks in funder, and open'd the Graves of many Saints,

who were ready to attend Jefus at his Refurredion. But
what was ftill more furprizing, the Veil of the Temple,
which feparated the facred Mofaick Myfteries from the Eyes
of the People, was rent in two from Top to Bottom ; fhew^

ing that God had forfaken his former Refidence, and put a

Period to all the Temple Miniftration. To which we may
add from the Jevjijh Writers, that from this Time, the Lot
did no more go up into the right Hand of the Prieft ; nor

the Scarlet Ribbon on the Scape- Goat any more turn white;

nor the Evening Lamp burn any longer; and that theTem-
ple



Ghap.VI. T I B E R IU S r^^ 5<' Rom. Emp. 707

pie Gates open'd of themfelves. The Centurion and Sol-

dicrs that guarded Jefus^ feeing fo many Prodigies at his

Death, in a great Confternation cry'd out, Certainly this

Man was the Son of God ; and all the People, efpccially the

Women, were no Icfs aff^cSed than they, returning in a

great Amazement, and fmiting upon their Breads. Becaufe

the next Day was the Sabbath, and a Pafchal Fellival befides,

the Jews defired Pilate that the Bodies of the Sufferers

might not continue on the Crofs that Day, but that their

Legs might be broken to haften their Deaths, and their Bo-
dies taken down. This was immediately executed upon the

two Thieves, but the Soldiers coming to Jefeis^ and
finding him already dead, infcead of breaking his Legs, one
of them out of Wantonnefs pierc'd his Side with a Spear,

out of which there iffu'd a great Quantity of Blood and
Water, poured out as the Sacrifice's was, at the Foot of
this Altar, on which the Lamb of God was fixM. This
complcated the great Sacrifice, and as St. yohn obferves, ac-

complifli'd two Prophelies; the firft, ' A Bone of him fnali

' not be broken ; the fecond, ' They fhall look on himwhom
' they pierc'd.

Among the Difciples of our Lord, there was one nam'd Xf^tt.r^-

Jofeph^ a Man of great Wealth and Honour, born in Ari-
^l"^^-

mathica or Ramah^ a City of Judxa ; who, tho' he was ^t'!!^*^^*

one of the Rulers o^ Jer^ifalem^ yet being a fecret Admirer Lnke'^z^^

of Jefus^ he wou'd not confent to any of thofe Judgments l'-s6^

againft him. He flood in fome Fear of the Council, but ^3^'
'^'

the Death of his Mailer filling him with more Courage, "
***

he went to Pilate^ and beg'd leave of him to take down
the Body of Jefus and bury it. The Governor was lurr

priz'd to hear he was fo foon dead ; but being sfTur'd of it

by the Centurion, he commanded the Body to be delivcr'd

to Jofeph^ who taking it from the Crofs, wrap'd it in fine

Linen Cloaths which he had bought for that Purpofe. At
the fame Time, Nicodcmus the Ruler, who came to Jefus
by Night, being defirous to (hare with Jofeph in paying thefe

laft and fad Ofiices to their Mafter, brought a Mixture of
Aloes and Myrrh of about an hundred Weight ; and they

two wrapM up the Body wirh the Perfumes and Spices, ac-

cording to the ordinary Manner of the Jew:, Near the

Place of Crucifixion was a Garden belonging to Jofeph^

where he had lately hewn a Sepulchre out of a Rock for

his own proper Interment ; but Divinely ordain'd for our
Lord's Body, near hand, fo that all Things might the bet-

ter ferve for the Evidence of his enfuingRefurredtion. Here
they laid the Body of Jefus^ covering it with a large Stone

cur
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cut out of the Rock, which fitting the Mouth of the Sepul-
chre, was not to be remov'd but by many Hands. Mary
Magdale?se^ and the other Women who were prefent at

the Death of JefiiSj did alfo affift at his Burial, and took*

Notice where they laid him ; and having conlider'd on it,

they went andprepar'd new Spices for the farther embalm-
ing him, as foon as the Sabbath-Day fhou'd be over : By
which they teftify'd their Love, but had but fmall Expeda-
tions of his Refurredion.

SATURDAY.
All this Day were the Apoftles, Difciples and Followers

of our Saviour under a difmal Cloud of Darknefs, over-

whelm'd with the moft profound Sorrow and Sadncfs, con-
founded, difpirited, and funk into the loweft Vales of Af-
fxidion, forgetting thofe Promifes that might give them

Matt. 17. Hopes of better Days. In the mean Time the Jews^ the

6Z-66.
* Rulers, now triumphant in their Malice, that the Difciples

might gain no Advantage, went to Ptlate and told him,
That this ImpOjior having declared in his Life Ttme.^ that he

woTid rife again within three Days., they deftr'^d that he wou'd
command the Sepulchre to he kept under a Jirong Guard ^till

the third Day., leji his Difciples pou'd come by Night., and
fleal the Body away., and then perfuade the 'People he was ri-

fenfrom the Dead., and fo the lafi Error might prove more
pernicious than the firfi. PolTibly they delign'd tohavefhewn
his Body to the People at that Time, to weaken and de-

llroy all his Dodrine. Pilate told them. They might have

a Guard., andfecure the Tomb as well as pojjibly they cozCd'.

Hereupon they took a fufficient Number of Soldiers to watch
by it, fct a Seal upon the Stone, and as an ancient Tradi-

tion fays, bound it about with Labels of Iron, to fecure it

againfl: all private Attempts. Which Care and Diligence

of theirs ferv'd to render our Lord's Refurredion clear and
evident beyond Difpute.

E A ST E R-SU N D AT.

Jj|. On the firfl Day of the Week, which may alfo be
caird the firft of the new Creation, Mary Magdalene., and

^fj^'
^^' the other Women, who had prepared their Spices and Per-

Lrtkei^. fumes on Friday in the Evening, went very early in the

I -ii. Morning to perform their laft Offices of Love and Duty,-
jihn 20. p^rid ariiv'd at Jefu^^s Sepulchre before Sun-riiing. Thefe

Women knew nothing of the Guard and Seal fet ^pon it,.

their

Matt. l2.

I "8.
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their main Care and Confultation by the Way, being how
they lliouM remove that large Stone at the Mouth of the

Tomb. Not long before their Arrival, our Lord had made
a full Conqueft over Death, and broke forth from the Bow-
cls of tne Earth, with a terrible Commotion like that at

his Death, being followed by the Refurredlion of feveralof

the Saints, who appear'd to many in the City. At the fame
Time an Angel from Heaven, whole refulgent Counte-
nance was like Lightning, and his Rayment like the whit-

eft Snow, halving roU'd away the Stone, fat upon it ; the

Sight of whom, together with theNoife of the Earthquake,

ftruck fuch a Terror into the Guards, that they became all

like dead Men : So that when the Women came to the

Place, they found neither Guards nor Stone, that cou'd

hinder their Entrance ; but being enter*d they were extream-

ly aftonifh'd, when they found the Body remov'd. In the

midll: of their Concern their Fears were encreas'd by the

glorious Appearance of two Angels in refplendent Appa-
rel, which caus'd them to bow down their Faces to the

Ground. The Angels fliid to them, Why do ye feektheLh-
r»p- among the Dead ? Fear nothings we kaovj ye feek Jefus of
Nazareth, ivho was crucify\i : He is not here^ hut rifen

from the Grave : Remember what he told yon m Galilee^
* That the Son of Man muji he delhm-'^d into the Hands cf
'* Sinners^^ he cruciffd^ and he raised again the third Day.
Come view theFlace where the Lord lay\ and go quickh and
tell his Difci-ples^ particularly Peter, that he is rifen from the

Dead., and that he will go hefore them into Galilee, where
theyJball fee him according to his Promife. The Women
then remembring our Lord s Words, left the Sepulchre, and
ran with all Speed to find out the Apoftles, their Minds
being fill'd with great Fear, as well as Joy and Wonder ;

but the Apollles believ'a them not, looking upon all as the

Produ61: of a weak frighted Fancy.

Mary Magdalene found out Peter and John., and tho* (he John t04

bad heard of Jefus\ Refurreclion from the Angels, yet Ihe YuUx
ftill feem'd to doubt of it, and with great Eagernefs told ^l,

*
^'^^

them, T'hey had taken away the Lord from the Sepulchre., Mark i6,

and they knew not where they had laid him. Hereupon the 5'
"

two Apoftles ran both to the Sepulchre : John arriv'd firft,

and ftoopingdowndilcover'd the burying Cloaths laying on
the Ground; a Sign that the Body was taken by no Robbers.

But Peter went d!re6tly into the Tomb, and faw befides

the Shroud, the Napkin that was about his Head, lying de-

cently wrap'd up by it felf ; And John following him faw
ihe fame Thin?, both concluding that the Body was re-

P mov'd.

n.
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movM, as Mary had told them ; for as yet they did not
fufficiently underftand the Scriptures, nor our Lord's De-
clarations, concerning his Refurredion. And they both
return'd back, amazM at thefe Things, and earneftly ex-

pelling the Illue. But Mary^ more impatient than any o-'

ther, wou'd not depart from the Tomb, but in a melan-
choly weeping Manner look'd in again, where fhc difco-

ver'd two Angels in bright Apparel, litting where the Bo-
dy had Iain, one at the Head and the other at the Feet,

like the two Cherubims at each End of the Ark. The An-
gels ask'd her why fhe wept ; fhe made Anfwer in a dole-

ful Tone, They had taken away her Lord^ andpe knew not

where they had laid him. Then turning her felf about fhe

faw Jeftis himfelf^ who ask'd her the fame Queftion, and
whom fhe fought. But Ihe fuppoling him to be the Gar-
diner, who cou'd give her an Account of the Body, beg'd

of him. To let her know if he had removed him^ thatpe her

felf might take care ofhtm. Whereupon Jefus call'd her by

her Name \ at whichWord fhe immediately knew him, and
in a Tranfport cry'd out, Kabboni^ my Mafler ! offering to

embrace him, but he bad her not to touch him then^ Jince

pe had Time enough before his Afcenfwn ; but.^ added he, ha-

Jien to my Brethren the Apojiles., and tell them that I am a-

bout to aj'cend to my Father^ andyour Father^ to my God^ and
your God. ykr-:2ry" immediately went to the Difciples, and

Matt.^^^. iqX^ them. Thatpe had feen the Lord ; but their Sorrows
^* ^°' were fo great, and their Faith fo weak, that they did not

believe, it. In the mean Time the other Women were met
by our Lord, who gave them this Salutation, All Hail !

and they in anEcflafie fell down at his Feet, imbrac'd them,

and ador'd him : Jefus bad them fear nothings but appoint

his Brethren to go into Galilee, where theypou'dfee him.
Matt. i?. During thele bufie Tranfadions, fome of the Guards in
^^"^^'

a great Fright fled into the City, and related all that occur'd

to fhe chief Prieils and Rulers, who immediately afTembled

themfeives to confuit upon this important Affair. And as

their Malice was beyond all Example, fo they werereduc'd
to the moil: wretched Shift, and to the moil unaccountable

Falsity, ^hat ever Rulers invented ; namely, That his Di-

fciples Jlale him away by Night.^ while thelVatch wereafleep.

And that this Story might certainly fucceed, they gave large

Sums of Mony to the fuppos'd SJeepers, to report and af-

fert the Thing, tho' upon thatSuppofition it was impoffible

for them to know it: Promiiing withal, That if their Neg-
le^ came to the Governor'*s Ear^ they wou''dfecure them from
tunipjment. The. Soldiers readily took the Mony, and

obey'd
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obey'd their Orders ; fo that this Report was commonly
fpread among the Jews for many Years after.

The fame Day two of the Difciples, which feem to be j,,^^ ^^^

of the Nmnber of the Seventy, took a Walk in the After- i^-zs
'

noon to a Town calfd Emmaus^ about feven Miles and ^^^'"'* i^.

an half North-Weft oi Jerufalem^ difcourfing by the Way *^' '5-

of all the late melancholy Accidents. In their Walk Jefus

himfelf overtook them in the Difguife of a Traveller ; and

feeing them much dejeded, chearftilly ask'd them the Sub-

jed of their Difcourfc, which rendered them fo fad and
difconfolate. One of them, nam'd Cleophas or Al-pheus^ Fa-

ther to two, if not three of the Apoftles, made Anfwer,
Are yon the only Stranger /;^ Jcrufalem, that are unaccf^Ha'mted

with the 'things that hapned fo lately > Upon his asking

IVhat things ? they anfwer'd, concerning Jefus of Nazareth,

a Prophet wonderful in IVords and Adions^ before God and

the whole People^ whom the chief Priefts and Governors have

deliver d to Ueath^ and cruciffd^ Alas^ we trujied that he

was the Perfon who JJjou'd have redeer/i'd Ifrael! But what
is Jiill more ajionifoing^ this very Day^ which is the thirdJince

his Death
^ fome tVomen of our Company having been early at

the Sepulchre^ and not finding his Body^ furpnz'd us with an
Account that they hadfeen a Vifion ofAngels^ who ajfur'*d them
that he was alive : IVhich Kelatio?i was confirm!d byfome of us^

who went alfo to the Sepulchre^ a-ad found all as the iVomen
had reported'^ but did not fee him. From hence Jefus took
an Occalion to reprove their Unbelief, faying to them,
Fools

.^ whofe Hearts are fo flow in believing what the Prophets

have foretold ! IVas not the Meffiah to have fuffer'^d all thefe

things^ before he enter"*d into his Glory ? Then beginning at

Mofes^ and going through all the Prophets, he explained to

them all the Types and Prophelies concerning Himfelf and
Sufferings. Arriving at Emmaus^ by making a Shew of
going farther, he gave them an Opportunity to ftiew their

Hofpitality, by deiiring him to ftay and eat with them, lince

the Day was fo far fpent, and towards Evening. He readily

comply'd with their Requeft, and fitting at the Table with
them, he took Bread, blefs'd it, broke it, and delivered to

them, as he had often done formerly : Upon which their

Eyes were open'd, and they knew him ; but he immedi-
ately vanilliM out of their Sight. Then in a great Aftonilh-

ment they faid to one another, Were not our Hearts fired

within us at his Difcourfe by the ^^y, and his Expofition of
the Scriptures^ And without any longer tarrying, they rofc.

up, and haftned with great Joy and Speed to Jerufalem ;

where they found the Apoftles gathered together, who told

P 2 theiH,
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them, Thai the Lord was certainly rife?t^ and had appear"*

d

to Peter; which Appearance is meiition'd by St. Paul^ i Cor,

15-. 5-. Whereupon thcfc two related what had hapned to

them in their Journey, a-fid how Jellis was made known to

them by breaking of Bread. Neverthelefs leveral ftill re~

main'd incredulous
;
probably arguing, and imagining from

our Lord's frequent and fuddcn Difappcarancc, that it was
only Ibme Spirit in his Liken eis.

>/.» 10. The Aporilcs, with fonie others, being now aflembled \\\

'19-23. a private Place for Fear of the Jeivs^ and being fat down
/.«!•/ 24. fQ Supper late in the Evening, with the Doors Ihut, Je-
^^"^

' [us himfelf came in,, and itood in the midltof them, faying,

Peace be with you ! The Sight of him provM a great Ter-
ror and Aftonilhment- to the Apoftles, who fuppos'd they

had fcen a Spirit or a Fantom. But Jefus to fatisfie them,

ask'd them, //% they were Jo concern d > affuring. therh ti

was he himfelf^ biddings them look upon his Hands and Feet.,

handle him and obfervc^for a Spirit had not Flejh and Bones.,

as they faw he had. Then he fhew'd them the WoundsL
in his Hands, and his Feet, and his Side. The Apoftles*

were fo tranfported with Joy and Wonder, that ftill they

did not fully believe, 'till Jefus ask'd them. Whether they

had any thi'rig to eat ? Upon which they brought him a

Piece of broil'd Fifli, and alfo fome Hony-comb, and he

eat before them all ; not for the Support of his Body, for

that being fpiritualiz'd by his Refurredion, needed not fuch

Nourifhment; but to confirm their Faith, and to give them
feniible Proofs that he was rifen from the Dead. Then,
as St. Mark fays, he upbraided their Unbelief and Hardnefs

of Heart, for giving fo little Credit to thole v/ho had i^i::Qn:

him before: Declaring, "That what they now faw he hadfore-
told them., that all "things ynufi be accompliJh''d that had been

written in the haw and the Prophets. Then he cnlarg'd*

their Intcllcils, that they might underftand the Scriptures,^

Diewing them, That thus it was vrritten., and thus it VJasne-

ceffary for Chrifl to fuffcr., and to rife again the third Day :

And that Repentance and liemiffion of Sins jhou^d be preach'd

in his Name., among all Nations., beginning firfi at Jerufalem.-

And that they were IVitncffes of thcfe things. Before he left

them, he gave them this fecond Benediction, Peace be with
you ; and breathing upon them, he feem'd to renew their

Apofholical and Minifterial Power, in thefe moll folemn
Words^ Receive ye the Holy Ghaft ; whofoever Shis ye remit^

they are remitted unto them., and whofocver Sins ye retain^

they are retained. And thus ended theiirft Day of the Week,
which in Honour of the Rcfurrcdian, has ever iince been-

kept
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Iccpt as the Sabbath among the Chriftians. This Day Jejus

appearM five Times, firli to Mary Ma^dale?2e^ fecondly to

the other Women, thirdly to the two Difciplcs', fourthly

to ^eter^ and fifthly to the Apoflles, and fome others with

them.
T'homas was not with the other Difciples when Jefit^i ap- J"

pear'd to them in the forementionM Manner; and upon his

Return to them, when they told him, Thut they hadfecnths

Lord^ he would not believe it, unlefs he himfelf had theut-

moft Evidence ofSeqfc; namely. Except he faw hi hislicuids

the very Holes made by the Nails^ and thruft his Finders into

them^ and alfo his Hand into his Side. The Son of God, who
made ufe of all his Infidelity to eftablilli the Certainty of
the Refurreclion, would not forfake this Apoftle in his Un-
belief; and therefore on the Sunday following, as a fecond

Eflablifhment of that Day for the Chnftian Sabbath, he ap-

peared again to his z\poftles, when they had met at the fame
Place, and fhut the Doors, and (landing in the midd of
them, faluted them as formerly, Peace be with yon. Then
mercifully looking upon T'homas^ whom neither the Scrip-

tures, nor the Apoftles could fatisfie, he faid, Reach hither

thy Fingers^ and examine my Hands ; and reach hither thy

Hand^ and thruft it into my Side.^ and he not faithlefs., but a
Believer. T'homas having received the Satisfadion, in a

Tranfport cry*d out, My Lord.^ and my God I A (hort but

abfolute Confefiion of Faith. Jejm faid to him, Thomas,
thou haft believed becaufe thou haft had the Demonftration of

Senfe ; blejfed are thofe who believe v^ithout that Demonftra-
tion. This was the fecond Time that our Lord appear'd tQ

his Apoftles when they were met iii a Body.

J[V . About a Day or two after our Lord's fecond Ap- jihnt.\,

pearance to his Apoftles, they all refolv'd to leave Judiea^ » i3»

nnd return into their own Province Galilee-^ &ouig in all

Probability in fevcral Companies, left their Numbers fliould

awaken the Power and Jcaloufie of their Enemies ; feven of
the Apoftles in a fhort Time arrived at the Banks of the Sea
of Galilee ; namely, Peter ^ Thomas., Jame,\^ J'^hn^ Nutha-
Ttiel or Bartholomew.) and two others not nam'd. HerePc'-
ter propos'd to go a Fifhing, and the reft join'd with hlm^
probably for a prefcnt Supply of Provifions ; but entering a

Veffel, they caught nothing all that Night; as it alfo hap-

pen'd to Peter at our Lord's firft calling him from hisFilli-

ing-Trade. In the Morning, a Perfon unknown to them
appear'd on the Shore, and as if he were fome indigent

p 3 iy^r
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Traveller, ask'd them, UHjether they had any Meat, Upon
their anfwering No^ he advisM them to call their Net on
the right Side of the Vellel, that the Miracle might not
feem the Effed of Chance, and they fhould not fail ofSuc-
cefs; which being done, they immediately iiiclos'd in it

fuch a vaft Draught of Fifn, that they were not able to
draw it up. John amaxM at the Strangenefs of the Matter,
cry'd out to Peter^ it tuas the Lord htmfelf'^ and the other,

impatient of Delay, girt his FiOier's Coat about him, which
he had laid afide, threw himielf into the Sea, and fwam to

the Shore. The other Difciples remain'd in the Vcffel,

which was about an hundred Yards from Land ; and with
much Labour drew it a Shore, dragging with them the Net
full of Fifhes. Upon their Landing, they were entertain'd

with another Miracle, namely, a Fire ready made, and Filh

laid upon it, with Bread, all immediately produc'd by the

Divine Hand. Th.en Jefm order'd them to bring the Fifh

they had caught ; and Peter went up and drew the Net to

Land, which contained an hundred and fifty three large

Fifhes, without any Damage done to the Net. After this

he invited them to dine with him ; they came, but out of
Fear and Reverence durfl: not ask him any curious Quefti-

on, who he was, and the like, knowing him to be the Lord.
Then taking the Bread and the Fifh, he diftributed to them,

and eat himfelf with them, to give them a farther AfTurance

of the Truth of his human Nature, fince his Return from
the Grave.

Dinner being ended, our Lord more particularly addrefs'd

if.-il!*
hin^felf to Peter^ and by way of Refleftion upon his late

Confidence and Failure, he ask'd him, Whether he lov'dhim

more than the refl of the Apoftles ? Peter anfwer'd in gene-

ral, Tthat he knew that he lov'd htm ; upon which yeftiscom.-

mitted to him the Care of Feeding bis Lambs^ teaching

thofe of the younger weaker Capacities. He put the fan^e

Queftion to him twice more, and receiv'd the fame Anfwer,
not without fome Concern from Peter the laft Time ; and

he having made fome Amends for his Sin of denying: him
thrice, by giving a Triple Teftimony of his Love, Jejus in-

cited him to (hew his Love by Feeding his Sheep^ his Flock

in general. Then to fliew him what Difficulties he fhould

encounter, and what Fate fiiould attend his Office, he told

him, 'That tho"* when he was youngs he girt himfelf liv'd at

bis own IViU^ and went whither he pleas''

d

;
yet i^hen he was

fild^ he ffjoiddfiretch forth his Hands^ and anotherpoidd gird

Mnd bind birn,^ and lead him whither he had no Inclination ;

Intima-

1J--14.
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Intimslting, as the Evangelifl tells us, by what Death he

ftiould glorifie God, that is, by Crucifixion ; as it hapned in

procefs of Time. And then ri/ing up, he commanded him
to follow him, myflically implying his imitating him, and

his Confonnity to his Death. Peter was ready to drink the

bitter Cup ; and feeing Joh?i alfo following, he defir'd to

know of his Maftcr, l<Vhat poii'd be the Fate of him^ he who
had been [0 much the Objed of his Love. But Jefis a little

checkM his unneceflary Curiofity, telling him. If he defign'd

him to continue on Earth "'till his coming to take Vengeance

ufon the Jews, /V was not material to him^ whofe Bufinefs was
to follow his Majier. Thefe Words feem'd to intimate to

the Apoflles that John fhould never die ; but he himfelf

confuted that Opinion in hi^ Gofpel. This was the third

Time that Jefus appeared to his Difciples meeting in a Bo-
dy, after his RefurreiSlion.

Not long after this, our Lord having appointed a folemn ^'««* »*•

Meeting for the whole Multitude of his Galilean and other ^^^^^\^^
Difciples, and nam'd a certain Mountain in Galilee^ ap- ij-.ig.

'

pear'd there not only to the Eleven, but to above five hun-
dred Brethren at once, as St. Paul tells us, i Cor. 15'. 6.

This feems to be that Mountain which he had often us'd

for his Solitude and private Devotions, a Place free from
Houfes, Highways or PafTengers ; our Lord defigning no
general Manifeftation of himfelf to the Jews^ or to the

World, but only to a fele6l Number of Perfons, that fomc
Contradidion might add the more Virtue to the Chrijiian

Faith. At his firit Appearance, they fell down and ador'd

him; but fome doubted of the Reality 'till now. And now
the Enclofure and Partition-Wall being thrown down which
kept the Apoftles from Preaching to the Gentiles^ and the

Jews having loft their Privileges of being a peculiar People,

our Lord thought fit to enlarge the Power and Commifll-
ons of the Apoftles to the utmoft Extent : Declaring to

them. That all Power was given to him in Heaven and
Earth ; therefore he commanded them to go through all the

14 orId^ make Difciples of all Nations
.^
and preach the Gofpel

to every Creature., baptizing them in the Name of the Father
.^

and of the Son., and of the Holy Ghofl'^ and teaching them to

ohferve all Things that he had commanded them. Adding far-

ther, That he that believed and was baptizedjhou^d be fav'*d ;

hut that he that believ'^d not Jhould be damn d. And that for

the Propagation of the Golpel at firft, thefe following Signs

Jhould attend Believers ; namely
.^
They pould eje^l Devils iff

his Namf., fp^ak with new Tongues., take up Serpents., drink

P 4 Poifon
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Potfoft without Hurt^ and by laying Hands on the Sickjhou'd
recover them, I^aftly, fince the Apoftles had need ofPower
and Strength to exercife the Minillry entrufled to them, he
promis'd them his continual Protedion ; folcmnly afTuring

ithem, That he would be ever prefent with them^ even to the

End of the IVorld. To thefe we may add a Paflagc out of
Clemens Alexandrinus^ who afliires us, that our Saviour
faid thefe Words to his Apoftles, If any Ifraelite pall re-

pent^ and believe in God through my Name^ his Sins Jhall be

forgiven him. But after twelve lears^ go ye into the IVorld^

left any jhouldfay we have not heard. After this our Lord
appeared to St. James in particular, as St.Prf«/tellsus, i Cor.
15'. 7. perhaps to eftablilh him in the Church of Jerptfalem^

but we have no Account of the Particulars.

A&s I. Forty Days was the Time predefign'd for our Lord's Con-
tinuance upon Earth, after his Refurre6lion, for the Mani-
feflation of himfelf, and for the preparing of his Apoftles

Mark 16. for their future Employment. Thefe Days being al-
'^* mofl: expired, the Apoftles according to Order, with fome

other fele£l: Friends, return'd tojerufalem., and there afTem-

bled themtelves privately. Our Lord coming amongftthem
the laft Day, particularly commanded them, 'That thevJhould

not departfrom Jerufalem, V/// they had received the Pro^
inife of God., and were im^efted with Power from above. For

John indeed baptized them with Water., but they in a parti-

'cttlar MarnierJhould be baptized by the Holy Ghoft., and that

within a few ^Days. The Apo files hearing him difcourfe of
this extraordinary EfFufion of the Spirit, and imagining it

would be an Introduftion to his glorious temporal King-
dom, which Notion they flill retained, ask'd him^ Whether
he would at that Time rejiore the Ktngdom to Ifrael or not ?

Jefus reply'd. That it vjas not proper for them to pry into the

Ttmes a?id Seafons., which God had put into his own Povjer:

But after the Defcent ofth^ Holy Gmft upon them., they Jhould
receive fufficient Power and Knowledge^ and have the Honour

of being his Witneffes Z;^ Jerufalem, in ^//Judaea, in Samaria,

and in tht fartkeji Parts of the Earth. And now the Time
being come, when Jefus fhould receive the glorious Re^
v/ard of all his Humility and Affii61ions, and be far exalted

above every Creature in Heaven and Earth, he led all the

Company out of the City to that Part of Mount Olivet

which was near Bethany^ where lifting up his Hands, which
ihew'd the dear Marks of his Sufferings, he gave them his

laft Benedidion. And vvhile they were all in an adoring

Poflure, he was parted from them by Degrees and taken
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UP in a Cloud, and carry'd in the moft triumphant Manner

into the ineffable Glories of Heaven. And there he fits at

the right Hand of his Father, being our eternal High-Prieft,

our continual Advocate and IntercelTor, and the fole Head

of the Church, which he Governs by his Paflors, enlight-

ens by her Do6lors, fandifies by his Sacraments, proteds

by his Grace, and quickens by his Spirit.
^, ^ ^^

Our Lord afcended on the 14th Day of our Month /»%',

in the liinth Month of the 19th Year of the Emperor Tibe^

rim, and in the 36th Year of his Age, when Men are ge-

nerally in their tuU Strength and Vigour. If he was born

on the 25'th of December^ the full Time of his Continu-

ance on Earth was precifely 36 Years and five Months ; al-

mofl a Year longer than his Fore-runner John Baptfl,

The End of the firft BooL

Eccle-
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Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.

BOOK 11.

From the Afcenfion of our Blejfed Sa.

^iour^ to the Death of St. Jolin^

the lafi jurvliving Apojile.

Containing the Term ofabout 67 Tears.

CHAP. I.

From the Afcenfion of our Blejfed Saviour, to

the T>eath of the firfl Martyr Stephen, and
the firfi "Dtjperfion of the Believers.

Containing the TeY7n of near eleven Months,

T li^ UlJ'T^l^ ^^ ^^^^^ "^ fmall Surprize and Aflo-
!• m^^^^^m nifhment that the Apoftles, and the other

Difciples upon Mount Olivet^ (lood ga-

zing upon our blefled Saviour, as he a-

fcended towards his glorious Habitation,

and his eternal Kingdom; and perhaps

not without Expedcacion of the Return
of their dear Lord and Mafler. While their Minds \vere

tranfported, and their Eyes fix'd upon Heaven, two Angels
in glorious Veftments, defcended and rtood in the midll of

them;

A. D.

T iber.

IK
2.O.*

1 ?— 1 1.
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them ; two of our Lord's Train, whom he left behind to

entertain thtni with a new Mellkge, and divert them after

this triumphant Sigjit; which was both joyful and forrow-
ful, as they thought upon their Mafter's Honour, or their

own Lofs. The Angels call'd them by the Name of Gali-
leans^ and ask'd them., Why they flood fo earHcJiiv and in-

'untly hokhig towards Heaven'^ And then aflur'd tiiem, That
the z'ery Ja/77i' Perfn?:^ Jeixis^whom they hadfeen taken up into

Heaven^ Jhou'd defcend again to '^judgment in the fyme man-
tfcr as they faiu him fl\cend\ that is, viiibly, and with the
fame Body; when he jliall appear in the Clouds, with great

Majedy and Glory. Having heard this, they return'd to

Jerujalem with great Joy; and they who lately were over-
whelmed with Sorrow at the Mention of their Mafter's

Departure, began now to entertain it with great Satisfa6iion,

being more and more fenfible of his triumphant Advance-
ment, and of his fpecial Care and Love towards them.

ASs I.
"The Apoftles and the reft being return'd to the City,

E2-14! which was near a Mile from the Place, that they might
Lttie^A,. prepare themfelves for the Reception of that Holy Spirit
^'*

they were fliortly to receive, fpent their Time in continual

Ads of the moft heavenly Devotion. And for the greater

Conveniency, they afTembled themfelves e^? uVs^jCof, ui the

Upper Room, which was dedicated by them to the Service

of God; moft probably not in the Temple, as fome have
conceiv'd from St. Luke''?, Gofpel,but in the Houfc of fome
Difcipie, according to the Cuftom of the Jcws^ who fre-

quently had their Oratories, or fix'd Places of Prayer, on
the Tops of their Houfes. Here were alfembled about ar^

hundred and twenty in Number, w^ho in all Probability

were the fam.e who faw our Lord's Afcenlion; namely,
the eleven Apoftles, the feventy Difciplcs, and "about thirty

nine more, all of his own Kindred, Country or Acquain-
tance. BelideS the Names of the Apoftles, St. Luke men-
tions among the Women Mary the Virgin Mother of our
Lord, which i-s the laft Time that ftie is fo much as nam'd
in the Holy Scriptures.

Jiffs 1. In this Allembly, Peter^ remembring that Jcfus had ap-
is~z6. pointed Twelve, "who in a fpecial Manilcr were to beWlr-

nelles of his Miracles, and Founders of his Church, ftood

up in the midft, and as Prcfident declar'd to the reft, How
according to the Pfalmift'j Pr^J^/;^:*, oyie of the Apoftles pou'^d

^ertainiy betray his Maficr.^ which was accordingly accomplijh'd

in the Ferfon of Judas ; who being of the facred Coilege^ had
out of Avarice cans'd the Pitrchafe of a Field^ with the Re-

ward of his 1/illany\ and was fo ptirft'd Ir ihb Divine Ven-
geance,
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I *«,^ li^ became an Example to the whole City Jeru-

'^f"' Ifclw^ hTpkld by the 'ka-me of the F,eU of Blood,

^^^TTettudMamy. ^Id that fin.e th, ?&\mi{i had atfa

rV^natTHihitat.onJho^'dbe defolate, a»d that a-

oneoftZfe who had been a confta«t A^d.tor and Attendant

I« Jcfus, even from the Bapt.fm ./John to the Day of Af-
upon J^'"'' dr„i,,m,k ordain'd into their Number, t» be

Zill^Zh hiA a tfeaaimtnejs ./ChriftV ^.-
/^ T„. The AdembW readily affented to his Propo&l,

{^dfppointcl two Candidates, one call'd>M firnam'd
ana apponiicu

r,,ppos'd to be Brother to James the

!df:.dte{fc^i'rM.«^-' one of the feventy Di-

n^- ta TIeWay of Eleaionwas by Lots,aWay frequem-
''

• J K ^h U.-MMx lews and Gemilei-, tor the Choice of

0^^^:^M^i^^ the rather us'd by the Apo-

ftles a P elbnt, becaufe the Holy Ghoft was njt yet g.ven

by wtofe hiimediateDireaions they were chiefly gmded af-

tJrvvaX And that they might proceed with the greater

Regular ty and Succefs, they tirft folemnly made their Ad-

drdfa to Heaven, That the omn.jaent Bemg that govern d

thelTorld, and plrfeBly knev^ the Hearts and Qualification,

of all Men, v^oh be pleas'd to Ihe^M ofthofe tv:o he

iou'd appoint to take part of the Apojiolici Charge, in .h^

Toom of Ui-iS lately fallen. The Lots being put into, the

UriT hcNime ofMatthias was firtt drawn and thereby

the Apoftolate devolv'd upon him, and the Vacancy in the

holy College was fiU'd up.

TT For ten Days after our Lord's Afcenfion, the Apo-

ftksa'nd the other Dilciples continu'd in the moft folemn

Devotion, but without any extraordmary lUurn.nation, till

the (Treat Fcoft of Pentecojl, which this Vear began on Sun-

tyfhrUth of our Mo/it'h May. Bemg all affemHed m
this Dav, and cmploy'd in tlieir holy Dut.es, there came a

fudden Sound from Heaven into their Room vail and im-

petuous, like the Rudiings of a mighty Wind, reprekiiting

ihe powerful Efficacy of the Sp.nt otGod now delcend.ng.

^his wa. accompuny'd with a hery Vapour, or Exhalation,

*hich being form'd by the divine Power into 'he figure ot

a Man's Tongue divided at the Tip, lat upon the Head of

«ch of them, to iignific the miraculous Gilts attendmg this

extraordinary Elfulion. For they were iramediatdy impired

after a wonderful Manner, and began to ipeak in fuch

Toncues as they hud never learnt, mi to preach the Kc-

dcm^ion of Mankind in ihofe Language^ wtiich tl«ir Au-

utffs I."
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ditors in all Parts of the World might underftand. As thJ
Coiifuiion or Languages became a Curfc to the WorM fo
the Gitt oi Tongues became a Blcffing, and the firft Means
Qt Its Refloration And now the Difci^lcs Minds were en-
ligntned, their Thoughts elevated and enlarged, and their
Underftandmgs cleared from all their grofs Notions of a
temporal Kingdom.; fo that now they underftood all thofe
divnie Fruths which their Mailer had before taueht them,
but which they couM not then bear, being too great and
fubiime for their natural Capacities.

^

jt{^s 2. At this Time there were extraordinary Multitudes of de-j-ii. vout Jews refiding at Jerufakm, not only from Jud<,a^ but
from all parts oi the World, befides Profelytes, who re-
pair d to that City, partly upon the Account of the Feaft
and partly becaufe of the univerfal Expe6lation of the MeC-
fiah at this Time. St. Luke names fifteen of the Nations
from whence they came, 'viz. Parthia, Media, Perfia, Me-
fopotamta Cappadocia, Pontus, Afia-Mmor, Phry7ia, Pam-
phlta, Agypt.Ubya Cyrcne, Rome, Crete, m^Arabta: all
Part of the old Difperfion of the Jews. Thefe and many
others hearing an account of the miraculous Accident, im-
mediately repaired in great Throngs to the Place where the
Difciples were afiembled; and they v/ere extrcamly aftonilh-
ed to find Men ignorant and illiterate, and educated in Ga-
lilee to fpeak the Languages of all their feveral Countries
in the utmoft Perfection, and cou'd not but refled upon the
Meaning ot it, as portending fomething extraordinary. But
others defirous^to elude the Miracle, in a deriding and ma-
licious Way, aeclar'd,7/W the D^faples had drunk too plen-
t^jiilly ofnevjj^ne, which caus'd them to talk wildly and
conrus d!y. Whereupon Pn,r with the Eleven arofe up,
and folemnly requiring their Attention, confuted their Ca-
lumny, by fhewmg it to be very groundlefs and unreafona-
ble, lince it was lo early in the Morning, not above nine
a Clock, and according to the Ojftom oViaat Feftival So-
lemniry, tliey were not to eat nor drink fo foon. Deck-
ing alio, irmt all proceeded froin the h^jfttfioa of the Holy
Lfhojt, and was a Completion ^f the font. :,s Prophecy of ]oei
where God had promised, ^ lloat in the latter Days m the

4 ^jy\Vf'}^^f^\ ^ie wou'dpour out hts Sptrtt upon all
Mankind that their Sons andDaughters, their Men Servants
and Maidservantspou'd be endued vAth Prophetick Gifts'
the Foung hyWayofVifi.y,^ and the Old bylVay of Dreams.
That hewou dproduceM^^ndcrs h, the Heavens above,and Signs
tn the Earth below-. Blood and hire, and Vapours of Smo%k:
The Stinfiou d be turned into Darknejl and the Moon into

Blood,
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' Bloody before the coming of the great and memorable Day of
* the Lord. But whoever fboufd call upon the Name of the
' Lordjhou'd be faved.

Having clearly remov'd the Afperfion, and (hewn thefe ^^s «.

to be the Days of the Mefftah^ from the Accomplifhment of *^*"3^'

the Prophecy, he proceeded to prove Jefw of Nazareth to

be the very Perfon, namely, 'that he was a Man approved

of God., as appear"*d from the various Miracles and Wonders
he had wrought in the midjl of them ; of which they themfelves
were Witnejj'es : JVhom being given them by the determinate

Counfel and Fore-knowledge of God., they had taken^ and by
impious Hands crucified andflain. But that God had rats d
him npy and broken the Powers of Death^ it being impojfiblt

for him to be detained by it. For that David, fpeaking con-

cerning him^ declar'*dy ' That he bad always the Lord in his

* Prefence^ and on his right Hand^ that hejhotCd not be mo-
' ved: Therefore his Heart and Tongue rejoyc^d^ and his Body
' Jhou'd rejl in Hope'^ becaufe he wou'd not leave his Soul in
' Heli^norfuffer his holy One to fee Corruption : But had ma"
' mfejied to him the Ways of Life^ and fiWd him with the Joy
' of his Countenance. Now that thefe Words were not fpokeft

of himfelf^ was apparent from the Death and Burial of that

Patriarchy and the Continuance of his Monument to that Day.
But being a Prophet^and knowing that God had promis'd him
by an Oathy That out of the Fruit of his Loins according ta

the Flepy he wou'd raife up the Melfiah, to fit on his Throne^

he foretold the Refurreiiion of Ghrifl: in thofe Wordsy ' That
' his Soul was not left in Helly nor did his Body fee Corrupt
' tion. This was the fame Jeius whom God had raised upy

of whofe Refurredion all the Difciples were WitneJJes : Where-
fore being exalted by the right Hand of Gody and having re-

ceived the Promife of the Holy Ghojl from his Fathery he

caus'^d this extraordinary Effufiony which the Company now
faw and heard. But as for David, he was not yet afcended

into Fleaveny but had declar'*d., ' That the Lord had appointed
* his Lord to fit at his right Handy ''till he made his Foes his

' FootJlooL That therefore all the Houfe of Ifrael ought to

look on this as an undoubted Verityy That God had made that

very Jefus, vjhom they had crucifiedy both Lord and Chriji.

This Difcourfe in every Part o^ it, like fo many Dag- Aas x.

gers, pierc'd them to the Heart; fo that thereupon they 37-4i«

cry'd out to Petety and the reft of the Apollles, to know-
how they fhou'd efcape the divine Vengeance. Peter ex-

horted them immediately, to repenty and for the Remijfion of
their Sins to be all baptiz'd tn the Name of Jcfus Chrill,

whrm they had not before acknowledgedy and that then they

aI}9
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«*//o ^»V he Partakers of the Gifts and Benefits of the Holy

Ghofi, For that the Promtfes of the Gofpel did beloytg to them^
their Children^ and their remotefl Succeffors^ even to as numy
m theyd the C^ll of Hedven. And with many other Tefti-

monies and Motives, he prefs'd thtm to withdrazu andfepa-
rate themfehes from that pervtrfe Generation. It is probable,

that while Peter preach'd thus to the Jews of Jnda^a in the
^yriack Tongue,dw; other Apoftles fpak^ at the fame Time,

• and to the lame Purpofe, to the Foreigners in their Lan-
guages. The Succcls of the Preaching was extraordinary^

for three thoufand Souls were that Day converted to the
Faith, and were immediately baptis'd by the Hands of the A-
poftles. A quick and plentiful Harveft! the late Sufeings
of our Lord, the prefent Miracle of the Languages, the Au-
thority of the Speakers, and above ^11, the Efficacy of the

Moly Spirit, contributing to this numerous Converfion.

ABs 2. This was the firil Eflablifhment of the Chrijiian Church,
i{.i--47. in which Peter was a prime Agent and Minifter, agreeable

to our Lord's Promife and Predidlion. The Form of it

appears from St. Luke.^ in four Particulars ; firrt, in Admif-
fion by Baptifm alone ; fecondly, in a ftedfaft Continuance
in the Communion of the Apoftles, and the Doctrine they

taught; thirdly, in frequent Celebration of the Euch^riil,

which is here call'd Breaking of Breads and fourthly, in

publick and united Prayers : affording a noble Example io

the Church in all fucceeding Ages. The Apoftles wrought
many Miracles in Jerufalem-^ and the Believers were fiU'd

with a reverential Fear, having their Minds fo fix'd on Hea-
ven, that they had all Things in common amongft them,

fold their Poifefllons and Goods, and parted them accord-

ing to every Man's Neceftities. And their Pradice was
daily to frequent the Temple at the ufual Hours of Prayer,

-which was ftill lawful, while it hindred not their Faith in

Chrift ; and breaking Bread from Houfe to Houfe, they did

eat together with the utmoft Chearfulaefs and Sincerity,

praiiing God, and by their Innocence and Simplicity ob-

taining the Favour of all People. Thus we find the Church
of Jerufaler/2 to be the moft ancient, and firft eftablifli'd

of all others, and to be the Mother of the reft; to which
Church, as St. Lnke tells us, the Lord added daily fiich as

ftiou'd be laved.

J J 1 • T"^^ Church of Chrift being thus founded in its Pu--

"I^^ii!
rity and Simplicity, the next Occurrence we findisof Peter

Ch^p.l, and John, who on fome folemn publick Day went up to-
**• getker into the Temple to pray, about three a Clock in the

Afternoon,
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Afternoon, one of the ufual Hours of Prayer, and Time of

the Evening Sacrifice. At their Entrance into that Gate

caird the Beautiful Gate^ which probably led into the Court

of the Gentiles^ they faw a poor impotent Cripple, who had

been difabled for forty Years, even from his Birth, and had

been daily brought thither to beg Relief of fuch as enterM

the Temple, hoping to find the moft Charity, where there

appear'd the greateft Devotion. 1?eter and John feeing him
beg fomething of them, pitied not fo much his Poverty, as

the miferable Condition that made him fubje<5t to it ; and
therefore having raifed his Expcdation of an Alms, by bid-

ding him look intently on them ; Peter told him, 'That he

had neither Silver nor Gold to give him, hut fuch as he had

he vjou'd freely bejlowupon him\ and immediately command-
ed him in the Name of Jefus Chrill 0/ Nazareth to rife u^

and walk. T\\Q Words were no fooncr fpoken, than the

Cure was effeded ; his diftorted Joints became fireight, and

his loofned Nerves were made ftrong ; and he being lifted

up by Peter^ entered with them into the Temple, walking

and leaping for Joy, and praifing the Almighty. And thofc

who faw it were fill'd with great Wonder and Amazement,
all knowing it was the fame Cripple that had been fo con-

ftant a Beggar at the Temple Gate. The recover'd Man
in a fort ot a Tranfport laid hold on the twoApoftles, and
all the People ran together, and in a tumultuous Manner ga-

thered about them in thofe magnificent Cloyfters about the

Court of the Gentiles^ call'd Solomon s Porch.
Peter now feeing fuch Multitudes about him, firft ask'd ^c7s ^

them, IVhy they were fo amaz'd; and why they look\l fo ear- y—t-(^>

nejily upon them^ as tho' they had refior''d the Man by their ^^^'
^'

own Power and HoUnef's } Then he declared. That the God
^Abraham, Ifaac /7W Jacob, and their Fathers^ had glori-

ffd his Son Jefus Chrift, that holy and jufi Perfon^ -whom
they had deny^d and delivered up to Pilate, preferring a Rebel

andMurtherer before him^ vjhen the Judge was refolv'*d to

acquit him : That tho"* they had put him to Death^ yet God.

had raised him from the Grave ^ of which they the Apojiles were
Witnejj^es ; and had made his Name fo grcat^ that by Faith in

that alone^ they had refior''d that irnpotent Man to perfect

Health and Soundmfs^ in the Prefenc-e of them all. That all

Things that God had foretold by the Mouth of his Prophets^

concerning the Sufferings of the Meffiah, were now a'ccom-

plifh'*d\ whi-ch indeed were fo accomplip^'d through the Igno-

rance of them and., their Rulers.^ who kneiiy not the Dignity of
his Perfon. But that now it was high Time for them to re-

pent and be converted.^ that their Sins might he expiated.^ in

thefe Timi^ of Refrejhment^ and the Prefence of the Lord.,

Q wad
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and the Preaching of his Son Jefiis Chrift, whom the Hea-
'vem were to receive ''till the T'irn^ of the Rejlitution of all

T^hiKgs^ which God had foretold by ail his holy Prophets fvace

the li 'orld began. For th^t Mofes in particular h'nd declar'^d

to their Fathers., ' That the Lord Jbou'd raife up a Prophet
* among their Brethren^ like unto Him ', to whgra they Jhou'd
* hearken in all Thixgs he Jhou^d teach ther/^ ; and that who-
* foeverpoiid refufe to hearken to him., jhou'd be dejirofd
* from ar/iong the People. And moreover^ that all the Pro-
phets frora S^nrnc]., downwards^ and all who fallowed after

him.^ hadforetold the prefent T'imes. "That therefore finee they

were the Children of the Prophets^ and of the Covenant which
God had made to Abraham, when he told hirn.^ ' "that in his.

* Seed all the Nations of the Earthpou'd beblefjed; Godhad
rais'^d up his Son Jefus/r/^ to them^ and in a fpecial Manner
fent him to blefs them., in turning away allfrom their Pniqui^

ties. While Peter thus diTcours'd the People in onePlacc^

it is probable that John prcachM to them in another ; and
the Succefs was anfwerable. The Apoflles fow'd the Seed,

and God immediately gave the Encreafe ; there being by
this Means no fewer than five thoufand brought overtothp
Faith ; tho' it is poffible the whole Body of Believers might

be included in that Number.

Ads 4.
While they were preaching to the Multitude, the Pricfts

i-12,
* and Sadducees., whofe Malice and Envy againft the Growth

of the Chriilian Doftrine was greater than their Power, hav-

ing infinuated to the Roman Captain, who commanded the.

Garrifon in the Caftle Antmia., on the North Side of the

Temple, That the Apoflles Preaching tended to Sedition,,

came fuddcnly upon them with Soldiers, and feizing them,

caft them into Prifon 'till the next Day, it being too late ta

examine them that Night. The next Morning the Grand San-

hedrim met, and fummon'd the two Apoftles and the reco-

vered Man before them ; and the Scripture names Annas
.^

Caiaphas., John and Alexander as fome of the mofl: zealous

in this Matter. The Pretence of Sedition was waved, be-

caufe Groundlefs, and the whole Examination was refolv'd

into one lingle Queflion, viz. By what Power., andby whofe
Name they had reftor''d the lame Man ? Not that they were
ignorant of it, but they hopM to make them difown it

through Fear, and by that Means weaken the Faith of the

new Converts. But Peter being now rcplenifliM with the,

Holy Ghoft, according to our Lord's Promife to his Difci-

plcs in fuch Cafes, with great Courage made this Defence,
Xe Rulers of the People.^ and Senators o/Ifrael, If our Exa-

. mination this Day bs iO'dcerning the happy Cure of the impo^

tent



Chap. I. TIBERIUS /Z--^ :2,'^Rom. Emp: 227

tent Man^ and by what Means it was effeSled ; we do fo-

lemnly declare to you all^ and to all the Progeny of llirael,

T'hat it is by the Name of Jefiis Chrifl: of Nazareth, whom
ye have crmify''d^ and zvhom God has raised from the Grave^

that this Man noiv Jiands before yon fonnd and recover"*d. 'This

fame Jefus is the Si-one that you Archtte^s have utterly re-

jeSied^ which is become the Head of the Corner ; nor is there

Salvation in ayiy oth:r\ for there is no other Name under Hea-
ven given to Men^ whereby we mtifi he faved.

The whole Sanhedrim hearing this noble and ready An- ^^^ 4-

fwer, from Perfons whom they knew to be without any *3~i^'

Learning or liberal Education, w^ere extreamly furpriz'dand

? amaz'd ; but cou'd not contradid the Truth of their Aller-

tion, becaufe they knew them to be Difciplcs of Jefus^

and becAufe the rellor'd Cripple was prcfent, and ready to

atteft th-Q Truth or the Miracle. Wherefore being in a great

Diibute and Daubt how to deal with fuch powerful Evi-
dence, they commanded them to withdraw ; and after a fo-

lemn Debate, to prevent the fpreading of the Do6crine of
Chrif^^ it was refolv'd to awe them into Silence, by ilri^t'-

ly charging them, Not to preachy nor teach in the Name of
]t^mtfjr the future. But the two Apoftles, not at all dif-

cou-psg'd at their Threats, declar'd to them all, That they

had received a Command from God to preach to all Nations
what they had heard andfeen ; and that this bei'ng the Cafe^

they vjy^d appeal to themfelves^ vjhether they ought not to o-

bey God^ rather than Them. The Magiiirates not regarding this

Anfwer, back'd their Decree with more fcvere Threatnings,

and fo difmifs'd them without any Punifliment ; not that

they wou'd' have dealt with them fo mildly, but only bc-

caufe the Peoples Veneration reftrain'd their Malice, and
kept them from doing Injury to thofe who really deferv'd

a Reward.
The two Apofdcs being thus difmifs'd, return'd to their ^^'^i 4.

I
Brethren, and gave them a particular Account of all that

^3--3»«

pafsM, and what unjufi: Treatment they had met with from
the Sanhedrim: Which when they had heard, they all with
unanimous Hearts addrefs'd themfelves to God, and pray'd

* after this Manner, Lord., thou omnipotent God., who hafi

created Heaven and Earth., and the Sea., zvitk all that are

'dain'd i?i them^ who by the Mouth of thy Servant David
[ft faid., ' /if''^hy do the Heathen rage., and the People form

•" vain Dcf.gns ? * The Kings of the Earth flood up^ and the
' Governors combined againjl the Lord., and againf his Chrifi:.

Thus it is accompliJh''d
; for both Herod and Pilate, vjith the

Gentiles and the People of Ifrael, have confpired together to

Q 2 againfi
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a^aiiiji thy Holy Son Jefus, whom thou, hafl consecrated^ to

bring about nil that thy Hand and Counfel has appointed.

And nozi\ Lordy behold their Rage and Threats^ and ena-

ble thy Servants and Mimfters to preach thy Word with all

Courage and Boldnefs ; and alfo give them Power to JJjew
. Signs

.J

and work miraculous Cures in the Name of thy Son

Jcius, for the Propagation of the Gofpel. Thefe Words
were no fooncr utter'd, hut God gave them a Sign that

their Prayer was heard ; for the Houfe wherein they were
met was fhalien with a Wind from Heaven, as formerly,

and they found themfelves replenifh'd with the Holy Ghoil,

and a new Spirit of Courage, inciting them not only to

itrengthen the Believers, but to inftrud others in the Do-
clrine of ChriJFs Refurredion, notwithftanding all the Me-
naces of the Jewip Governors.

Mis 4. Among the many good Efte6ls that the Evangelical Preach-

J*"^
57- Jng had upon the Hearts of fuch as were converted, this

1--T3/* was none of the leafl, that they were fiU'd with a fervent

Love, and exuberant Charity one towards another. Many
of the Believers were poor, but fuch was the exceedmg Li-

berality of the Rich, that they freely communicated their

Eftates to them, felling them, and laying down the Price

of them at the Apoftles Feet, that they might diftribute the

Mony in the Service of God, and according to the Necef-
iities of the Brethren. Among many that did thus, the

Scripture mentions Jofes^ a Levite of the Ifland Cy~
prusy one of the Seventy Difciples, who after this Manner
dedicated all his Eflate to God, and laid the Price of it at

the Feet of the Apoflles, who upon this iirnamed himB^r-
nabasy fignifying the Son of Confolation ; which Man after-

wards became an Eminent xlpofile. In Imitation of him,
Ananias and his Wife Sapphira^ two new Converts, fold

rheir Eftate, and turn'd it into Mony. But tho' they were
deliroiis of having the Reputation of pious and charitable

Perfons, yet they were unwilling to call themfelves whol-
ly upon Providence, and therefore privately detain'd Part

of what they had devoted to God, and bringing the relt,

laid it at the Apollles Feet ; hoping to deceive them, tho'

immediately guided by the Spirit of God. But Peter at his fird

coming \i\, folcmnly ask'd Ananias^ IVhy he fufferd Satan

to fAl his Heart with fo great a Wickednefs^ as to purloin

Part of the EJlate^ and think to impofe upon the Hdy Ghofi ?

Urging, That before the Eftate was fold, it was wholly at

his own Difpofal ; and that after, it was wholly in his owTt

Power to have perform''d the Vow : So that what he had done

was capable of no other Interpretation, than that he had not

only
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^nly abused and injured Men^ hut defrauded God alfo. Upon
pronouncing thefc Words, Ananias^ to the great Terror

and Amazement of all prcfent, was immediately arrelled

with a Stroke from Heaven, and fell down dead to the

Ground ; and was taken up, carried out and buryM. Sap-

fh'tra was not prefent at this fad Accident ; but coming
in about three Hours after, Peter ask'd her firft, Whether
the hand was fold, for the fame Sum that was brought tn

;

and when fhe periifted in it, he fevcrely reprov'd her/yr
combining to tempt the Spirit of God^ declaring, That Jh^
fiotid meet with the fame fad Fate with her Husband. And
immediately fhe fell down dead at his Feet, was carry'dout

by the fame Bearers, and buried by her Husband ; becom-
ing Sharer with him in the Punifliment, as fhe had been Co-
partner with him in the Sin. A dreadful Example of de-

frauding the Almighty, filling all that heard it with Fear

and Terror, fo that none durfl: equal or join themfelves

with the Apoflles ; and became a feafonable Prevention of
that Hypocrifie and Dillimulation, with which many might
poffibly think to have impos'd upon the Church.
The Apoflles having thus manifefted the Power and Ju- ap.s f,

ftice of Cir//?, proceeded daily to fhew his Gracioufnefs li-i^.

and Mercy in working many miraculous Cures in his Name,
in healing the Difeafed, and freeing the PofTefled ; info-

much, that the People brought forth their Sick into the

Streets, and laid them on Beds and Couches, that at lead

Peter\ Shadow, as he palTed by, might come upon them ;

which it feems had miraculous Effects, accompli (Tiing what
our Lord had promisM John 14. 12. 'That they fiou'd do

greater Id^orks than his. Thcfe miraculous Cures contribut-

ed extreamly to the Propagation of the Gofpel, and to the

great Reputation of the Apollles, fo that Multitudes of Men
and Women were daily added to the Church. And great

Numbers of People from many other neighbouring Cities

and Towns, brought their Sick, Lame and Poifelfcd to Je^
rufalem^ and the Apoflles rcflor'd them all, to the Atlo-

nilliment both of City and Country.' The ufual Place that

the Apoftles and Believers had to meet and alfemblein, was
that Part of the Temple calTd Solomon''s Porch., in part of
which the Grand Sanhedrim at this Time fat ; and yet bc^^

ing fupported by an extraordinary Spirit, tiicy were not a-

fraid of being fo near their Enemies.
The High-Priefl:, and fome of the Sanhedrim^ who were j^as f.

of the Sed of the Sadducees., feeing to their great Grief, not 17-33'

only that their Prohibition was diiregarded by the Apoflles,

but alio that Chrlftlanity daily encreai)'d by the Miracles and
'"

Q 3
Preaching
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Preaching of the Apoftles, were highly incens'd at them,
and having apprehended them, threw them into the com-
mon Priibn, which they had never done before. But God,
whofeWork they were about, to give aDemonflration that

no human Power or Policy can put a Hop to his Purpofes, fent

his Angel the Night following ; w^ho opening the Priibn
Doors, fet them at Liberty, and order'd them to proceed
in their Miniilry, and the next Day to preach hi the T^cmple

the U^ords of eternal Life. The A'poftles readily pcrform'd
this Command, and entering the Temple early in the Morn-
ing, taught the People as formerly. The High-Prieil: and
his Allbciates were ignorant of their Deliverance, therefore

calling a full Council in the Morning of all the Senators
of [frae/^ they fent their Officers to the Prifon, to bring
the Prifoners before them : But upon entering the Prifon,

tho' there appeared no Signs of an Efcape, the Doors being
fliut, and the Keepers on their Guard, yet they found none
of the Pcrfons they fought for ; which Miracle not only
aftonifh'd the Officers, but alfo thofe of the Sanhedrim when
they heard it, who became extreamly Appreheniive of the

Confequence of this llrange Occurrence. They began to

imagine that it wouM be in vain to oppofe that Dodrine,
for which God had fo eminently appeared

; yet hearing

that the Apoftles were Preaching in the Temple, they fent

the Captain and their Officers to bring them before them,
but without Violence or Noife, left they fl-iou'd exafperate

the People, and draw a Shower of Stones upon themfelves.

The Apoftles being brought before the Sanhedrim^ Caia-

fhas demanded of them, Hoiv they durji prefume to preach
that Doilrine which they had lately been fo firidly forbidden

to preach ? Andfeverely chid them^ for that inflead of Silence

und Obedience^ they had fiWd the whole City with the Name
o/Jefus, intending to calfe the People to revenge his Blood
upon them. Upon which Perer and the reft of the Apoftles

refolutely made Anfwer, Thattho" Obedience was due to them
^ Magiflratcs.^ yet Godwas to be obey''din the firJi Place

'^ the

God of their Fathers who had raised up Jefus, whom they had
Jlain and crticify''d.^ and had exalted him by his powerfulArm
to be a King and a Saviour.^ to give both Repentance and Re-
r/iijfion of Sins. And that not only 'They were Witneffes of
thofe Truths.^ but alfo the Holy Ghoft hir/ifelf whom. God
VJOV^d communicate to allfuch as obeyed him.

,^^ ^^ Thcfc Words, tho' pious and prudent, fo enrag'd the High-
j-4a. Prieft and the reft of the Rulers, that they at firft took a

Refolution to put them to Death ; and poffibly had gone a-

boutit, had they not been prevented by one of the Coun-
cil
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€il nam'd Gamaliel^ Son of that Siineon who took 'jej'ris in

his Arms, a Fharifee^ famous for his Skill in the Law, and
of gveat Reputation in the City, who having ordcr'd the

Apollles to withdraw for a Ihbrt Space, prophetically ad-

vis'd the Council to he exceedingly caiit'tozis how they pro-

ceeded aga'mft thofe Men ;
giving it as a Reafun that they had

hadjeveral late Inftances of the like Pretenders : Particular-

ly one Theudas or Judas, who ajpiring to Sovereignty^ and
boafting himfelf an extraordinary Per/on, drew four hundred
Men to his Obedience'^ but that he was foon (lain^ and all his

AJfociates broken^ and reduced to nothing. 'That after him.

there arofe Judas <?/' Galilee, in the Time of the lafl Taxati-

^n^ and drew great Numbers after him : but that he alfi

perij/fd^ and had all his Followers difpers'^d. That therefore

they ought not raply to crup this new DoBrine^ but to wait
and exped the Event

; for that if it were only an human In-

vention it wou*d fall of it felf in Time^ and be blafied by the

Hand of Heaven ; but that if it were from God^ all their At-
tempts wou'd be vain and impious^ and themfelves wou^d be

loolCd upon as Contenders with Omnipotence. The Force of
thefe Reafons, and the Mildnefs of the Speech fo far pte-

vail'd with the Judges of the Apoflles, that they changed

their rafh Sentence into a corporal Punifliment; and having

fcourg'd them, difmifs'd them with a Repetition of the for-

mer Injundion, That they jhoti'd not teach any more in the

Name o/Jefus. The Apoitles departed rejoicing, not that

they had efcap'd Death, but that they were accounted wor-
thy to fuffer Shame and Torment for the Name of their

dear Lord and Mafter. Nor did this Ufage difcourage them
in their Minillry ; but daily in the Temple, and in private

Houfes alfo they taught and preach'd the Gofpel. And thus

concluded the 33d Year of the vulgar ^ra of Chrifl^ a
Year the greateft and moft memorable that ever did, or fhali

happen within the Compafs of Time.

IV •. The wonderful Refurre61:ion and Afcenfionof our A. D.
Blelfcd Saviour being divulg'd in all Parts, becaufe it was al- 34.

w^ays Cudomary for the Governors ofProvinces to communi- Tiber,

cate to the Roman Emperors every ftrange and uncommon Ac- 20

cident hapning within their Charge, that nothing material *'•

might efcape their Knov/ledge ; Pontius Pilate acquainted
orS^T,^*

his Mafter Tiberius with the Refurredlion of Jejiis Chriji.^ &c.

which was now the common Difcourfe of all Palejline
;

giving him an Account alfo. That he had heard of many other

Miracles of his., and how that rifing again after he had been

dead he was now by many believed to beaGod. Tiberius having

Q 4 recelvM
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receiv'd fo authentick an Account, tho' pluiig'd in all Lewd-
ncfs and Wickednels, reterr'd this Matter to the Senate,

with his favourable Sutiragc, T'hat Chrift might be enroll d.

amoKg the Gods ; but this Fropofal was rejc6l:cd by the Se-

nate, upon Pretence that they had not firit approv'd of the

Matter; there being an old and inviolable Law among the

Romans^ that no one fhou'd be dcifyM but by the exprefs Suf-

frage and Decree of the Senate. However the Emperor was
fotar from attempting any Thing prejudicial to theDoftrine
of Chriji^ that he perilled in his Judgment, and threatncd

all the x\ccufers of the Chriftians with Death ; by which
Means this Religion, now in its Infancy, had the greater

Opportunity of Ipreading it^ felf in the y^o;^/^^;^ Empire. This
Relation, tho' doubted by fome, is confirmed not only by
Eufebius and Orojlus^ but alfo by Tertuflian 2ind "Jujlin Mar-
tyr in their Apologies ; the latter of whom, for the Proof
of cur Lord's Miracles, appeals to the Ads or the Journal
Books of Pilate then extant. But as for that Letter of Pi-

late's to Ttberius which we have at prcfent, it is acknow-.

ledgM by all learned Men to be a mere Forgery.
^ofiph. About the fame 1 ime, in the 20th Year of the Reign of

H'iberius^ Philtp the Tetrarch and Brother to Herod died, af-

ter he had reign'd himfelf about 37 Years, from the Death of
his Father /-y<?roi the Great. Jofejph^s obfeivcs^ that during all

the Time of his Government, contrary to the Temper of
his Father and Brothers, he behavM himfelf peaceably, and
kept^vithin his Dominions o? Trachonitis : That whenever
he walk'd, he had a few feled Servants with him, and his

ufual Seat of Juftice carried after him ; that if any Perfon
prefented himfelf, and required his Affiilance, he might
without Delay examine his Caufe, punifh the Guilty, and
free the Innocent. He dy'd in the City Julias^ and was ba-

ried in his own Sepulchre, with great Pomp and Solemni-
ty ; and becaufe he left no Heirs of his Body, thQ Ernperoi:

'Tiberius feiz'd on his Eftate, and united his Dominions to

the Government of vi'yr/,?, then under Flaccm P ynponitis
;

ordaining that all the Tributes coileeled in his Tetrarchy,

fhou'd ftill be kept within the Limits of that Country. So
that now we are to conlider the Country of Palefline as

under three diftinft Kinds of Government ; i. The Pro-

vinces o^'Jiidxa and Samaria^ together with IdumA'a^ un-

der the Human Governor calTd Procurator, namely P<?;?////y

Pilate : z. T'he Provinces of Galilee and Peraa^ under the

Tetrarch Ilcmd : and ^, The Province of Trachomtis^ in-

eluding Batan.ca and Ititrcca^ united to the Government of
Syria ^ on v^'hich the other two were in feme meafure de^-

pendent. V. x\bout
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V . About the Time of the Death of Philip the Te- ^f^?^ 6*

trarch, the Numbers of Believers now daily cncreaflng at
*"^*

Jerufakm ; as it frequently happens among a Multitude,

there arofe a complaint of thofe/^z^j that were caird//<r//e'-

nijis againft the Hebrew Jews^ becaufe their Widows were
negleded, and received Icfs than others in the daily Diftri-

bution of the Church's Mony. The Apoflles were deli-

rous to have the Poor well relieved ; but being fo much
employed as they were in difpenfing the Word, the Food
of the Soul, they declar'd before the whole Multitude, Thai

they were not at Lcifure to attend that other Service: But by
their Ad^'ice, and the Sutirages of the Church, there were
feven Men of eminent Report for Wifdom, and the En-
dowments of the Holy Spirit, chofcn to be Stewards of
the Church's Stock, into which Office they were ordain'd

by the folemn Prayers of the Apoftles, and the Impofition

of Hands ; an ancient Symbolick Rite of Inveltiture, and
Confecration to any extraordinary Office. This was the

firft Inilitution of Deacons in the Chrilh'an Church, who
were to ferve Tables^ this is, to v/ait upon the Neceffities

of the Poor, r-ind to make daily Proviiion for their publick

Agapce^ or Love-Feafls, in which the Holy Euchariil was
adminifler'd ; fo that their Office was not only Civil, but

alfo Eccleliailical. TheNames of the Seven v^txt Stephen^

Philips Prochorus^ Nicanor^ Timon^ Parmenas^ and NicQ-

las^ all defied out of the Seventy, whom our Lord had cho-
icn : Of thefe the two firft were moit eminent ; the laft

was a frofelite of /jntioch^ and the fame, as many believe,

w^ho afterwards gave Birth to the Herefie of the Ntcolai-

tans. About the fame Time, as Bifhop Pearfon and fome
othe; learned Men believe, James the Lefs, who for his

eminent Virtues was firnam'd the Juft^ was chofen Billiop

of jerufalem^ being preferr'd before all the reft, foi: his

near Relation to our Lord ; a Conlideration that made Pe-
ier^ and the two Sons of Zebedee^ tho' peculiarly honoured

by Chrijl., not to contend for tiiis high and honourable
Place, and it may be alfo that they had fome particular In-

timation concerning it from their Maitcr. Some others

think he was chofen immediately after the great Etlalion

of the Holy Spirit at Pentecoft.^ which is Hill uncertain ;

however it is generally agreed, tliat Jerufalem was the firft

Church and Diocefe, and St. James the firft Bifliop in the

Chriftian State ; as may be learn'd both from Epffebitis^ and
Clemens Alexandrinus. And Jerufalem being the Mother
'^^ ':}X other Churches, it rendcr'd James fo h®nourable in

the
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the Opinion ofmany of tlie Ancients, that they gave him
the Niime of the Head and Billiop of the Apoftles them-
felves ; and St. Paul himfelf names him firft of thofe three

ApolUes which he accounted Pillars of the Church,
James^ Cephas^ and Joh;^^ Gal. 2. 9. as being at leafl, by

his Place, their Superior, and chief in Order in the Church
of Jeriijalem.

ABi 6. Upon the Ele£iion of the feven Deacons, the Ckriflia-4

7-14. Religion gain'd Ground more abundantly than ever, Con-
verts muiciply'd exceedingly, and great Numbers of the

Prieds thcmfelvcs, the molt pertinacious Alfcrters of the

Mofaick Conftitutions, and the moft inveterate Enemies of
the Chrifua:4 Dodtrine, laid afide their Prejudices, and em-
brac'd the Gofpel. Stephen very much contributed to this

happy Progrefs, being repleniih'd with the moft Divine
Gitts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, Preaching the Gofpel
with a noble Courage and Rcfolution, and confirming it

ivith many publick and unqueftionable Miracles among the

People. His Zeal and Diligence, together with his extra-

ordinary Succefs, in a Oiort Time awakened the Malice of
the unbelieving Jews ; who fele6led the moft learned Men
out of five of their chief Synagogues or Colleges to difputc

with him; namely, the Ltbertines^ the Cyremans^ t\\tAlex-

a-'sdrUns^ the Cilkians^ and Afians^ all nam'd from the Per-

fons who founded them, of whom the firft were manu-
mitted Servants, and the reft of foreign Countries. Thefc
<iifputing with him concerning the perpetual Nature of the

Mofaick Inftitutions, and the Deflru6tion of the Temple,
foon found themfelves baffled, and were not able to Hand
againft that divine Wifdom and Spirit by which he de-

liver'd himfelf Therefore in the Height of their Ma-
lice they fuborn'd Men to tellifie. That they had heard

him fpeak Blafphemy againft Mofes^ and againft God.
And with their utmoft Fury ftirring up the ^People, the*

Senators and the Scribes^ they feiz'd him, and brought

him before the Grand Sanhedrim ; where falfe Witnelles

were fet up, who fwore, That Stephen had fpoke-a Blaf-

phemy a^^ai:afl the Holy Temple and the Law
;

particidarl'^f

that he faid^ That^zixMi, of Nai^reth Jhou'd deflroy that Build-

in^^ and change the Lavjs which their great Majler Mofes
had deliver'*d to them.

'ASi 6
'^^'^ ^®^y yi^n being brought before the Sanhedrim^ his

15-. ' Face appear'd full of Majefty and Splendor, like that of ari

Chap. J. Angol ; an Argument of a clear Confciencc, and of the di-

* '^^' vine Alliftancc and Prefence. Being permitted to fpeak for him-
felf,
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felf, he ill a grave and fcvcre Oration apply'd himfclf to

anfwer the Charge brought againll: him. And becaulc the

unconverted Jews fondly imagin'd that God v^^as fo deligh-

ted with the Temple Service, aad the Mofaick Rites, that

he would always continue them, and allow of no other

Way of Worihip, he (licv/'d them by a full Hiilorical De-
du61:ion. That God was rightly worlhip'd before either the

Tabernacle or the Temple was erected: Particularly by

their great Father and Fowader Abraham, whom God caWd
from his own native Country^ and confirm'd his Covenant vjith

him by Circumcijion ; and that vjithoitt any other fixed Rite

hut this., the Succeeding Patriarchs vjorjhifd God for feveral

Ages., ''till the Times of IVIofes. And that when God had
commanded Mofcs to ereSi a Tabernacle.^ as a Place of pub-
lick IVorJJjip., where he would manifefl himfelf and receive

the Adorations of his People
;
yet that was but tranfient and

temporary
.^
and in forne Tears was to give -place to a ftanding

Temple firjl dcfign'd by David, and built by Solomon. And
that this Temple., tho* of God''s own Appointment., was not to

be of a perpetual Duration., appear'^ d., he faid., from his decla-

ring ' Heaven to be his Throne., and Earth his Footfiool., and
' that therefore he was not to be confi'ad within any material
' Temple^ nor tied to any particular H'^ay of IVorJhip. Befides '

thcfe Hiltorical Dedu6l:ions, he gave them to underfland,

That their L^iy-^/z^^r Moles hadfretold a Change., ' That the
' LordJJjould raife up a Prophet among them., who like Him
' pould introduce a nevj Way of IVorJhip., to whom they were
' to yield Obedience. Tet in the midjt of thofe miraculous

Times., their Ancefiors were fiubborn and rebellious againji

their Deliverer., and continu'd for many Ages provoking and
idolatrous. Then he concluded his Speech by declaring.

That they were like their Ancefiors., a ftiff-neck'^d and vjilful

Generation., circumcis''d in Body^ but not in Heart., always re-

fifting the Methods of the hloly Ghoft. That their Forefathers

had perfecuted and (lain the Prophets who foretold the Coming
of the Meffiah, and that they their unhappy Poflerity had
usually betray''d and murther''d the Perfon ; without Regard
to that Law., which had folemnly been deliver d to them by

the Miniftry of Angels., and which he came to fulfil.

He was proceeding in the Application, when the Pati- ^,7, -j.

ence of his Auditors began to fail, and their Confciences 5+- 6a.'

being flung by the fevere Truths he deliver'd, they fell into

a moft violent Heat, and exprefs'd the utmofl: Signs of
Rage and Fury. But he regardlefs of what was done below,
had his Eyes and Thoughts fix'd upon a higher and nobler

Objedl, and was blefs'd with a Profpecl of the Glories of
Heaven.
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Heaven, and a fenfible Appearance of the Divine Majefty,
and the Holy Jefus cloath'd in the Robes of our glorify'd

Nature, (landing at the right Hand of his Father. The
good Man vras infinitely ravifli'd with the Viiion, and in-

i^ired Mrith new Zeal and Courage ; declaring before all,

'ihat hefaw the Heavens npen'd^ and the Son of Man ftand-
ing at the right Hand of God; as it were to protcd and
crov/n his fuftering Servant. This farther enragM the^^xyj,

\^ho look'd upon him as a Blafphemer, and refolv'd upon
his Death without any farther Procefs ; and afting the Part of
the Zealots^ they raisM a great Noife and Clamour, ftopp'd

their Ears that they might hear no Cries for Mercy, and unani-

moufly rufh'd upon him. Then in a popular Rage, and a
tumultuous Manner, without Leave from the Roman Go-
vernor, they hurry'd him out of the City, in order to ftone

him, according to the ancient Law againft Blafphemers.

The WitnefTes, according to Cuftom, ftripM themfelves,

and laid their Cloaths at the Feet of a zealous Youth caU'd

Saul^ who in a particular Manner was confenting to his

Death ; and then began the Tragedy, which was loon fe-

conded by the Multitude. All which Time the pious Mar-
tyr Vv'as upon his Knees, fending up his Prayers to Heaven,
devoutly recommending his Soul to God, and loudly in-

terceding for his Murtherers, That God would not charge

thk Guilt upon them ; and then gave up the Ghoft, or as the

iacred Hiitorian elegantly exprefles it, fell ajleep : So foft a

Pillow is Death to a good Man, lb willingly, fo quietly

does he leave the World, as a weary Labourer goes to his

Reft at Night.

This was the glorious Death of the pious St. Stephen^

who had the Honour to be the firft Martyr in the Chnjiian

Church, tho' he was not the firft who dy'd upon the Ac-
jitisZ, count of the Gofpel. His Body was bury'd by devout Men,
2' probably Profelytes, who m.ade great Lamentations over it;

and, as fome Report, it was not only by the Allowance,
but alfo with the Alfiftance of Gamaliel^ the Prciident of
the Sanhednm. Chronologers are not agreed in what Year
he fuffer'd; but Bifhop Pearfon^ upon the m,oft probable

Grounds, places it in the Year 34. And, if 1 may be al-

low'd to add my own Conje6lure, it was in the Time of
the Paftbver; which if fo, he dy'd near eleven Months after

our Blefled Saviour's Afcenfion.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 11.

From the "Death of the firfi Martyr Stephen,

to the firfi Call^ andTreaching oftheGoJfei
to the Gentiles.

Containing the Term of about fix Tears.

IPTT^HE Church of God had been hitherto tofs'd with A, D.
. I gentle Storms, but now a more violent Tempeft 5^.A overtook it : For the unbelieving Jews were fo Tiber.

gaird at Stephen's Conqueft over their chief Scholars, his 2o_

fevere Reflexions, and his denouncing Ruin to the Mofaick 21.

Rites and their Temple, that they rais'd a terrible Pcrfecu- ^''^^ *•

tion againft the Church, hoping to extirpate that Religion ll^^, n,
which had threatned Deflrudion to theirs. The great En- 5,4,19.

gineer in this Perfecution was Saul^ a young Perfon fup- ^^-'f-'^'^

pos'd to be about 30 Years of Age, born in a Roman City ^chl^,\%,

caird Tarfus in Cilicia^ above 300 Miles from Jerufalem ; 5.

'

by which he obtained the Privileges of a free Citiien of ^^''^^ ?•

Rome^ and probably alfo the Roman Name of Paul given Gailt. u
him at his Circumcilion. His Parents were both Jews and x 3-1^
of the Tribe of Benjamin^ fo that he was an Hebrew of the

Hebrews ; firft enter'd in the Occupation of Tent-making,
then educated in the Learning of his City, and afterwards

removM to Jerufalem^ where he became a Scholar to the

great Gamaliel^ and one of the mod 2ealous of the Sed of
the Pharifces. His adive and fiery Genius, together with
his paffionatc Concern for the Traditions of the Fathers,

made him purfue his Defigns with the Spirit of a Zealot^

and the Rage of a Mad-Man. Having furniih'd himfelf

with a Commiflion from the Sanhedrim^ he immediately
put it in Execution, broke open Houfes, feiz'd upon any
who look'd like a Difciple of the crucify'd Jefus ; and with-

out any Regard to Sex or Age, fcourgM and hal'd them to

Prifon; plucking the Husband from the Bofom of the Wife,
and the Mother from the Embraces of her Children ; com-
pelling Men to blafphemc God, and breathing out nothing
but Threatnings and Slaughter where-ever he came. Whence
Eufebius calls it the firll, and mod grievous Perfecution of *

the Church ; tho' this was none of thofe which arc caU'd
General Perficutions.

This
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ABi 8. This Perfecutioii was fo fevere, that it difpers'd in a great
'"+• Meafure the whole Body of the Church, and drove both

the Members and Teachers of it into ieveral Countries,

and many Natives of Jcrufalem from their own Houfes in-

to foreign Parts. Only the Apodles remained Itill in the

City ; for their F'unflions and Courages being both extraor-

dinary, they continu'd firm to their Miniftry there, under
the fpecial Protedion of their Maftcr, and would not de-

part 'till they fhould be call'd thence by God. The red: of
the Difciples, of whom there were feveral thoufands, were
difpers'd abroad, fome into the Regions of Judceci and Sa-
maria^ publifhing the glad Tidings of the Gofpel where-c-

ver they came : Some went into Celo-Syria to Damafcm^
among whom was Ananias^ a devout and religious Perfon,

and one of the feventy, Ads 9. 10. Others travell'd into

Phijenkia^ and Cypriis^ and Antioch^ preaching the Gofpel

to the y^wi in thofe Parts, Ads 11. 19. And others, it is

probable, went as far as Romc^ among whom were Andro-

nicns and JurJa^ who were of Note among the Apoftles^

and Relations of the Perfecutor Saul-^ and had embrac'd

the Faith before him, as he himfelf teflifies, Rom. 16. 7.

Hitherto the Church was fhut up and confin'd within the

City Walls, but this Perfecution enlarg'd the Bounds of
Chrifiiamty ; fo that the Ways that the Jews intended for

its Ruin, and the Dilfolution of its Members, prov'd the

moft efte6tual Means for its Spreading and Propagation.

j^ai 8. Among thofe who were difperfed, Philip the Deacon, the

5--I3. fecond in Order after i!)V^^/:jr;?, was driven to the City of
Samaria^ a noted Place about 30 Miles North-Eaft of Je-
rufalem., and calfd Sebafte by Herod the Great ; and tho'

the Apoftles Example feem'd to confine the Gofpel to the

Jews only, yet lince our Saviour had nam'd Samaria^ Ads
1.8. and they were in fome Senfe Jews., as obferving the

Law, and expe6ling the Mejfiah., he thought it lawful to

preach Cbrift to them. The Divine Wifdom gave Appro-
bation to the Undertaking, andfeconded his Preaching with

many eminent Miracles, which drew the univerfal Atten-

tion of the Inhabitants, and filfd the City with Joy and
Wonder : For he cur'd many who were feii'd with Palfies,

and other Lamcneffes; and out of others he call: impure Spi-

rits, who at their coming forth made loud Acknowledg-
ments of that irreiiftible Power by which he a<Sled. In this

City was one Simo?^., born at G/Vo;?, not far diftant, who by

Sorcery and Magick Arts had ftrangely gain'd the Venera-

tion of the People; a Man crafty and ambitious, daring and

infolent, whofe diabolical lllufions had for a long Time fo

amaz'd
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ama^M the Eyes of the Vulgar, that they all believ'd him
the great Power of God ; and fo he flilM himfelf, as Ire^

Ticetis allures us. But this Man feeing his Admirers in great

Numbers bapti^'d, and brought otf by the Preaching and

Miracles of Philips which fo manifeftly exceeded his infer-

nal Arts, became himfelf a Convert, and was baptized by

him ; tho' probably his main Defign was to inlinuate him-

felfwith Philip, and to find out the Art by which he wrought

his Miracles.

The News of fo large a City's Converfion was in a ihort ufsfs ?.

Time brought to the Apoftles at Jcrufalem, who being un- H-H*
willing to negled ^ny Thing conducing to the Church's

Good, tho' under great Perfecution, lent St. Peter and

St. John to confer the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft upon the

new Converts, which it was not in the Power of Philip to

do, who was only a Deacon ; this Office being referv'd to

the Apoftles only. At their Arrival they pray'd for them,

and laid their Hands upon them, probably ordaining fome
to be Governors of the Church, and Miniilers of the Go-
fpel ; and immediately they receiv'd the miraculous Eiieds

of the Holy Ghoft. Stmon the Magician obferving that a
Power of working Miracles and fpeaking with Tongues
was convey'd by the Impoiition of the Apoftles Hands,' out
of a ftrange Avarice and Ambition, offer'd them Mony to

empower him to do as they did. Peter perceiving his rot-

ten and infincere Intentions, rejeded his impious Propofal

with Scorn and Deteftation, and denounc'd an Execration

againft him and his Mony, for imagining that to be a Means
ofpurchafing the Gifts of Heaven: Declaring, 77:'^^ his Heart
and Intentions were corrupt : "That he could have no Share nor

Portion in fo great a Privilege : T'hat it r/iorc concern d him,

to repent offa hainous an Impiety, and to beg of God to for-^

give his wicked Imagination.
; fince at prefent he was infeded

with the mofi venomous Contagion, and was a Slave to Ini-

qmty. Simon a little terrify'd at thefe Words, and poffibly

fearing to be made an Example of Difllmulation, as Ananiai

was, beg'd the Apoftles Prayers, for the more effedual a-

verting thofe Judgments denounc'd againft him. But hov^r

(light his Repentance was will appear afterwards ; for he
more and more proceeded in his magical Arts, and his exe-

crable Blafphemies, and became the Author of the firft and
grofleft Hereiies in the Church of God. Notwithftanding
the Purity of the Chrifiian Religion, and tho' the Church
was yet in its Infancy, God was pleas'd to permit Hercfie

to arife in it, within Icfs than two Years after the Death of
his Son,

The
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ABs 8. The two Apoftles having thus contirni'd the Church of—

- Samana, preach d the Golpel in many of the ncighbourmg
Villages and then refirn d back to Jerufalem, to join their
Counlel and Affiftar.ce to the rell of the Apoftles. But
Phtltp was employ d in a more peculiar Affair, beine
appointed by an Angel from Heaven, immediately to
repair towards the South into a defart Country, and theWay between Jerujakm and Gaza. He obey'd the Call
with as much Rcadinefs as Abraham, when he was com-
manded out of his own Country ; and arriving at the Place
he difcovei-M a Chariot, with a foreign Nobleman in it an
Eunuch of great Authority, and chief Treafurer to Candacc
Queen ot Jtthtopia m Africa, who being a Jewijh Profc-
lyte, had been to pay his Adorations at 3^^r^/^/^r/^, probably
at the Feaft of Tabernacles. Philip by the Impulfe of the
Spirit joinM himi elf to the Chariot, and found the Perfon
devoutly employed, namely, reading a Portion out of the
:r3d Chapter of ^.2/^/^, in Words to this Effedl; ' He was
' led as a Sheep to the Slaughter, and was filent as a Larnl?
before the Shearer: In hts Humiliation his Right was taken

' from him; and whoJhall defcribe theWickednefs of that Ge-^
' neratton, which took away his Life from the Earth ? Philip
asking him whether he underftood the PafFage? He ari-
fwer'd,^ That he wanted an Interpreter, and courteouHy in-
vited him into his Chariot to explain it to him; particularly
defiring to know of him, Whether the Prophet fpoke this of
himfelf, or of forne other Perfon "l Whereupon Philip began
at that PafFage of Scripture, and preach'd to him the Go-
i}pe\o^JefKs Chrtfl, fo fully and effe^ually, that coming-
near a Place of Water, the Eunuch defired to be baptix'd
into the Cbriflian Religion. Philip inform'd him. That if
his Faith waijincere he might be baptized

-^ and the other de-
claring. That he believ\i Jefiis Ghrijl to be the Son of God,
the Chariot was ordered to ftand ftlll, and both went down
to the Water, where the Eunuch v/as baptiz'd, according
to his Requdl. This Ad. was accompany'd with an extra-
ordinary and miraculous Accident, iiifficiently evidencing
Phtlip to have been fent by Heaven ; for immediately he
was tranfported by the Spirit oi the Lord, and fnatchM
quite awa/ from the Prefcnce of the Eunuch ; who pro-
ceeded^ in his Journey with great Joy and Satisfaelion, and
preach'd the Chnflian Faith m his own Country: In which
refpea St.Jcrom ililes him the Apoftle of the /Ethiopians

;
and the Ancients generally inake that Prediction of David
fulfilled in him, ' Mthiopia jhall ftretch out her Hands unto
' God. Philip was found about 30 Miles diltant at Azotus;

and
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and paffing through, he preachM the Gofpel in all the Ci-

ties, 'till he came to his own City Cafaraa. '•

JJ, Saul ftill continu'd to perfecute the Church with a A. D,

moft ungovernable Zeal and Fury; and becaufe the Belier- Se-

vers were difpers'd, and the Gofpel greatly propagated in T i^^^^*

other Provinces and Countries, he made it his Employment Jill

to perfecute them m foreign Cities. And fmce the Power *^*

of the Grand Sanhedrim^ as to religious and ecclcfiaftical -^^^ ^*

Atfairs, extended to all the Jewip Synagogues, even in the ^^.'23.

remoteft Parts {xom.Judcea\ Saul procured Letters of Com- 5 -^^•

milfion from that Body to go into Coelo-Syria^ to Damafcm^ ^^I\l
a noble City, the Metropolis of that Province, about 160

"

Miles North-Eaft of JerufMlem ; that i^ he found any in the

Synagogues, whether Man or Woman, who profefs'd Chr'tft^

he might bring them bound, to be puniOi'd at Jerufalem.

But God, who had feparated him from his Mother'sWomb
for the Preaching of his Gofpel, now put a Stop to his vio-

lent Defigns: For as he was travelling wirh his cruel Aflb-

ciates upon the Road near to Damafcus^ at Mid-day, a moft
amazing Gleam of Light, far exceeding the Splendor and
Glory of the Meridian Sun, was fuddenly darted from Hea-
ven upon them, which with the Fear threw them all pro-

ftrate upon the Ground. This was accompany'd with a re-

markable Voice, crying in the Hebrew^ or rather Syriack

Tongue, SAUL, SAULl WHY DOST THOU PER-
SECUTE ME? Whereupon Saul in a terrible Amazement
cry'd, Lord I IVho art thou ? The Voice reply'd, / am Jcfus

of Nazareth whom thou perfecutefl ;
'77j hardfor thee to kick

aga'tnfi the Pricks: That is, all thy Attempts will prove fuc-

cefslefs, and like kicking againft Spikes, will prove thy

own Wounding and Torment. Saul convinced of his great

Error, immediately fubmitted to the divine Vifion, and hx

the moft trembling and yielding Manner faid, Lord, IVhai;

wilt thou have me to do ? Our Lord mercifully bad him, A-
rife from the Ground, and go to Damafcus, where he JhuuU
be informed of all the Parts of his Duty : For that he had ap-

pear"*d to him purpofely to conflitute him a Mimjler and a IVtt -

nefi, both of what he had feoi, and of what he had defign'd to

reveal to him: Delivering him from the People, and from the

Gentiles, to which latter he was fending him., to open their

^

Eyes, and to turn them from Darknefs to Light, and from
the Power of Satan to G,od, that they might ohtain Remijfot

of Sins, and an Inheritance among juch as were fwBffd by

Faith in htm. The Men who accompany'd him xiCm^ from
R tlie
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the Earth, were extrcamly aftonifhM, and ftood fpeechlefs,

having fteu m\ extraordinary Light, and heard a Sound of
Words, but neither law Chrijl^ as Saul did, nor underftood

diftindiy any Thing he faid. But Saul was fo dazled and
overpower'd by the Light, that he became intircly blind, and
was led by his Companions into Damafcm^ where he re-

main'd not only without Sight, but alio without Meat or
Drink, for three Days together ; humbling his Soul before

God for his former Mifcarriages, and his violent Perfecu-

tion of the Church.
ji^s 9. There was at this Time at Damafcus one Ananias^ a very

Vhu-^'
devout and religious Man, one ofthe Seventy, and tho' a Chri-

xC^-is!" ft'ian^ yet of great Reputation among the Jews. To this

Giijit. I. Man our Lord appear'd in a Vifion, commanding him. To

16*
^~' ^^ ^^^^ ^ Street caWd Straight, a^d enquire at the Houfe of

Judas, for one Saul of Tarlus, who was now at 'Prayer^ and
hadfcen htm in a Vifion coming to him^ to lay his Hands upon

him^ that he might receive his Sight. Ananias was ftartrd

at the Name of the Man, and humbly alledg'd his bloody

PrciSiices at Jerufalem, and the Authority given him by the

Sanhedrim to execute his cruel Defigns. But our Lord to

remove his Fears aflur'd him, That he was a chofen Veffel^ a

feled Inflrument to preach the Gofpel both to Jews and Gen-
tiles, a}7d before the grcatefi Potentates upon Earth ; acquain-

ting him with what great Things he fliou'd both do and
fuller for his Sake, what Chains and Imprifonments, what
Racks and Scourges, what Hunger and Thirlt, what Ship-

wrecks and Death he fliou'd undergo. Ananias fatisfy'd

with this Account from the Mouth of Truth it felf, imme-
diately repaired to the Houfe, and laying his Hands upon
Saul.^ he call'd him Brother^ and declar'd to him, That the

Lord Jefus, the fame who appear"*d to him in his Journey .^
had

fent him to him.^ that he might recover his Sight^ and be filled

with the Gifts of the Holy Ghofl : That therefore he muft be

baptized., for a Sign and Seal that his Sins were wajh'^d away
by the B lood of Chnii. And immediately certain thick Filrris

like Scales fell from his Eyes, and his Sight was reftor'd

;

and being baptiz'd, his Mind was enlightned by the Holy
Ghoft, and his Body was llrengthned by Sullenance. He
continu'd not long at Damafcus after his Converlion, but

having receiv'd immediate Revelations from Heaven, he con-

ferr'd not with Flefh and Blood, neither with Ananids^ nor
with the Apoftlcs at Jerufalem., but retired himfelf to Arabia

Petrcta., in the Country near Damafcus., as appears from
Calat. I. where he remained about two Years, both preach-

ings
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ing the Gofpel, and receiving the full Knowledge of it hlm-

felf ; and afterwards teflify'd that he did not derive his Mif-

lion and Authority from Men, but from Jefus Chrift.

In the fame Year that Saul was converted, Viteirtw:^ Fa- Jo^t^U.

ther to him of that Name that was afterwards Emperor^

was by Ttberim made Governor of Syria and the Eaft, in

the Room of Pomponius Flaccus^ which was the principal

Preferment in the IWnan Empire. At the Paflbver he went
up to Jerufalem^ where he had a Pov/er fuperior to Pilate:,

probably induc'd by Curioiity to fee that folemn Feftival,

or at lead to difpatch Bulinefs with the more Eafe and Ex;-

pedition among fach a Concourfe of People. Being magni-

ficently entertained in this City, in Requital, he remitted all

the Imports upon the Fruits bought and fold in the City

;

and likewife deliver'd all the Ornaments of the High-Prieft,

with the refl: of the Sacerdotal Furniture and Veilments, to

the Charge of the Prieils themfelves ; all which were for-

merly kept in the Caillc o? Antoma, adjoining to the Tem-
ple, under the Power of the P<oman Governors. Having
thus gratify'd the Nation, before his Departure to Antioch.,

he made Jonathan the Son of An-aas High-Priell, and de-

pos'd Caiaphiis^ after he had continu'd in that Office about

ten Years. And thus one of the unjuft Judges of our Blef-

fed Saviour was judg'd himfelf ; and 'tis believ'd he flaortly

after difpatch'd himfelf with his own Hands.

111. The violent Storms that threatned the Church of A. A.
God were very much allay'd by the happy Converlion of 36
Saul^2Xi^ the Believers had great Eafe and Profperity through- Tiber,

out all Judcca^ Samaria^ and Galilee : But this Year m Sa- 22.^

»2^r/^ there hapned a Diiiurbance upon another Occallon, ^3*

which prov'd the firfl: Step to the Ruin of Pilate, It was
. J^S^fh.

caus'd by a great Impofcor among the Samaritans^ poUibly

Simon Magus^ who perfuaded the People that on their fa-

mous Mount Gerizirn^ he cou'd fhew them the Sacred Vef-

fels which Mofes had bury'd with his own Hands. Upon
w^hich account the credulous Vulgar, all in Arms, met in

Multitudes at a certain Village call'd "Tirathaba^ deligning

when their Numbers were compleated, to go in a folemn
Manner and take PofTeflion of thefe holy Reiiqucs. But
Pilate having learnt their Defigns, with a coniiderable Body
of Horfe and Foot, quickly polTcfs'd himfelf of all the

Paires,and fetting furioully upon thefe deluded People, made.
a cruel Slaughter of feme, took others Prifoners, and dif-

pers'd all the rell; and after that ordcr'd the principal of
the Prifoners to be put to Death without Mercy. Uprn

R 2. this
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this Fa6!, the Senate and Nobility of ^'^wrfr/^nddrefs'ci them'^

felves to Vitell'tm at Antioch^ accufing Ptlate of this MafTa-
cre ; remonftrating,, 'that their AJJembly was not to rebel a-^

gdinji the Romans, but to fecure themfelves from the infup-

j)ortable Tyranntes of Pilate. Vitellins being fenfible of his

cruel Government, his Avarice and Extortions, by his own
Authority commanded Pilate to repair to Rame^ and an-

fwer before the Emperor what fhou'd be objefted againft

him; fending his Friend Marcellus to fupply his Office in

Judcea ; fo that he may in fome Senfe be callM the fixth

Governor of the Jews. Thus Pontius Pilate loft his Go-
vernment, after he had continu'd in it about ten Years;
this being but the Beginning of his Miferies. But whether
he was detain'd by contrary Winds, or fome other Acci-
dent, he arriv'd not at Rome 'till the following Year, when
'Tiberius was dead.

J^efh. During thefe Tranfa6lions, the long Heat between /^rf/f^

King of Arabia Petrd:a^ and Herod the Tetrarch, broke out
into a Flame j being firft occalion'd by Herod^s divorcing

the other's Daughter, and taking Herodias^ from whom Na-
ture and Judice had excluded him. Aretas having gather'd

together a fufficient Force, began a War againft him ; and
coming to a fet Battel, Herod's Army was intirely over-

thrown, and that by Means of the Treachery of fome ba-

nifh'd Perfons of his Brother Phtlifs^ who took up Arms
under his Colours. And here Jofephus informs us. That
it was commonly believ'd, that the Lofs of Herod's Army
proceeded from the immediate Vengeance of Heaven, for his

murthering the honeft and pious John Baptifi. Herod upon
this Defeat, doubtful of better Succefs afterwards, or con-

fcious of his own Guilt, betook himfelf to his Mafter Tibe-

rius^ certifying him by Letters of his Misfortunes and pro-

bably not without feveral Aggravations againft his Enemy.
The Emperor was fo difpleas'd at the Succefs of Aretas^ or

his Audacioufnefs m making War within his Empire, that

he immediately wrote angry Letters to Vitellius in Syria^

charging him to undertake the War, and to bring the re-

bellious King Prifoner, or to fend his Head to Rome, But
Aretas was no ways difcouragM at thefe Preparations, for

confulting with his Augurs, according to Report, he de-

clar'd. That the Armies Jhoud never enter his Domini-
ons^ fince one of the PartiesJhou^d die before the Time^ either

the Orderer^the Undertaker^ or the Caufer oftbeJVar: Mean-
ing Tiberius^ FitelliuSy or Herod.
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In the Beginning of the next Year, Saul rcturn'd from ^^?^ 9.0

the inland Parts oi Arabia Pefneato Damafcus, which City
^'^"^^'

tho' fituatcd in Ccelo-Syria^ was now in Subjcilion to Are-

tas. Here he ent^r'd "the 7^^///-^ Synagogues, and with great

Freedom arid Courage preach'd the Go (pel, proving that

Jefus Chrift was the Mejfah^ and the Son of God ; lb that

^11 the Jews in that City were greatly amaz'd and confound-
ed, both at the ftrange Change in his Proceedings and O-
pinions, and the powerful Efficacy of his Arguings andDijf-

courfes. At the fame Time Aretas was preparing againft j'^^h.

the coming down of Fitelltns againO: him,, who according

to the Commands of his Mailer Tiberius had rais'd a coiilidera-

ble Army, deligning to march with it through the Province
of Judica. But he was diverted from this intention by the

humble Supplications of the Jewijh I^obility, who aliedg'd,

I'hat it was contrary to their ancient Laws and Ciifloras t9

have any Images or Pidures brought into their Country^ fuch
as were frequent in the Romans Arms and Banners. The ^

Mildnefs of this General was eaiily prevaifd upon, who
ordering his Army another Way, at the PaiTovcr, went up
to Jerufalem with Herod and his Friends, where he oiter'd

Sacrifice, and remov'd Jonathan from the High-Priefthood,

after he had been an Year m that OfficCj and plac'd his Bro-
ther Theophilus in his Room.

VitelUus was foon ftop'd in his Expedition ; for not long Dii^n^

before, "Tiberius in the 23d Year of his Reign, and the 37th '^""'°

of Chriji., began to lofe t-iis former Strength and Vigour ;

^"^^' '

which occafionM him to rem.ove to feveral Places, fetling

at laft in a Promontory of Mifenum. Here, after many
nice Conliderations and Confaltations with his principal

Favourite Macro., he nominated Caius Caligula., the only
furviving Son of his Nephew Germanic us., for his Succef-

for, together with a young Grandfon of his call'd Tiberius.

His Tyrannies were fo unbounded, that it was probably

conje<Si-urM, That he nam'd the former, hoping that his Vir
ces wou'd efface the Memory of his own Wickednefs, and
with a Belief that he wou'd extinguiih the Roman Nobili-
ty : For he had frequently faid, That in Caligula he had
brought up a Serpent for the People of Rome, and a Phae-
ton >r the reft of the 14'^orld. Tho' his Spirits fenlibly de-
clined, his Diilimulation was as (Irong as ever ; and he car-

ry*d on the Humour of his former Luxury and Debauchee
ries, defpiling all the Arts of Phylick. But his We^kncfs
was foon difcovcr'd by CharicUs., an eminent Phylician,

who under Pretence of kiffing his Hand, felt the Dctccl in

his Pulfe.; which was as foon pcrcciv'd by tliis fubtle and

R q warv
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wary Prince, who fliortly after difTcmbled fuch Paintings

as that al] judgM him dead, and began to make their Court
to the new Emperor. But recovering again to the great

Surprize and almoft Confulion of Macro and Caligula^ they

foon found Means to difpatch him, which was by fmo-
thering him with the Bcd-Cloaths, or elfc by Poylbn, as

others are of Opinion. This hapned on the i6th Day of
March^ under the Confulfhips of Proculus and Ntgri/ius^ he
being 78 Years of Age, having reignM from the Death of
Augufttis 22 Years, 6 Months, and 26 Days.

A. D. IV- T^^ Romans found a fliort Breathing after the Death

3y
' of Tiberius^ and were fo fond of his SuccefTor Caligula^

Ca l I-
^^^^ ^^^y ^eclar'd him fole Emperor, contrary to the cxpiefs

GULA "^^^^ of the other, who made him Co-Heir with his Grand-
the fourlh fon. The Joy of which Preferment was not confin'd to
Roman Rome and Italy^ but dilated it felf through all the Roman
Emperir. Empire, cvcn to the City of Jerufakm. Every where Sa-

crifices were offcr'd upon that Occafion ; fo that at feveral

Places above 160000 Cattle were facrific'd in three Months
Time. And fo great was the Superftition of the Citizens

of Rome^ that when the Emperor was lick, fome offer'd

themfelves to combat wild Beafts for his Safety, and others

devoted themfelves to Death at his Recovery, and fct up
Bills of their Refolution in the Streets. He was then fome-
what above is Years of Age, and began his Reign with all

Clemency and Regularity, caufing the famous Models and
Inftitutions of Auguftus to be reviv'd, which had been neg-

ledled and difus'd by Ttberius. He likewife began to re-

gulate and reform many Abufes in the State, and feyerely

punifh'd corrupt Governors ; among whom he banifh'd P(?;?-

tius Pilate to Vienna in Ganl^ as the Reward of all his for-

mer Wickednefs. He took a ftrid View of the Eqmtes^
and put all fuch to publick Shame as were Guilty of any
infamous Crime ; and punifh'd the Spintricc with Death,
rhofe abominable Inventors of unnatural Pollutions, whom
his Predeccllbr fo much incourag'd. But in a fhort Time
all his promifing Qualities vaniih'd, and he acquired fuch a

prodigious Complication of Enormities, that he became one
of the greateft Monfters that ever trod upon the Earth, ex-

ceeding T/'/^^ri^^j in the blackefl of his Vices. He was fo

Proud, that he impioufly afTum'd divine Honours, and had
a Temple dedicated to his own Divinity; fo Prodigal, that

he confum'd above fifty Millions of our Mony in a few
Months Time ; fo Brutilli, that he committed Incelt with

all his Sillers ; aad fo Tyrannical, that he wifiied. That the

Roman
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Roman People had but one Neck^ that he m'tght difpatch them
all at a Blow. In fhort, he was fo fuperlativcly wicked,

that Seneca truly faid of him, That Nature feer/id to have

brought him forth ^ to Jhcw what was pojjihle t9 be produced

from the greatefl Vicioufnefs^ fupported by the greateft Autho-

rity. So that for a few Years he prov'd a terrible Scourge
to the Romans., and infulted over that proud City, which
had fo often infulted over the reft of the World.
This Perfon's Promotion to the Empire, prov'd alfo the J°h^^

Rife and Advancement of Agrippa^ Grandfon to Herod the

Great, and therefore by St. Luke in the Adls call'd by the

Name of Herod. He was Son t6 Arijlohulus., whom his

Father had caus'd to be flain, and Brother to the infamous

Herodias\ a Perfon of a generous and afpiring Temper, po-

litick and infinuating, and highly zealous for Judatfm and
the Mojaick Rites. He was now about 47 Years of Age,
and had run through all the various Changes of Fortune;

having been feveral Times reduc'd to the extreamefi: Want
and Poverty, ranging from City to City, and trnm Nation
to Nation, 'till he guin'd the fpccial Favour of Tiberiu,s

the Emperor, who in a Ihort Time upon Sufpicion threvv

him into Prifon, where he continu'd as much in Danger
of Execution, as formerly he had been of Starving. But
fhortly after Tiberius'' "i, Death, Caligula., with whom he had

contraded a particular Friendfliip, fent for him from Pri-

fon to his Palace, array'd him in Robes, chang'd his Chain
of Iron for one of Gold of the fam^c Weight, put a Dia-
dem upon his Head, and made him King of all his Uncle
Philips Dominions, with the Addition of the Tetrarchy
of Abilene in Syria., which formerly belong'd to Lifanias. So
that in three Years Time, from the Death of Philip., there

was another Change in the Government of Palcftine. At
the fam? Time Caligula fent MaruUus to be Governor of
Jud^va and Samaria., in the Room of Pontius Pilate., he be-

ing the iixth Procurator fnice the Eanifhment of Archelaus
;

but Agrippa or Herod continu'd about a Year with the Em-
peror, before he went to his own Dominions.

In the Beginning of the foUov/ing Year, Saul having A. D.
preach'd many Months at Damafius^ became fo formida- 3S.
ble to many of the ^jeivs in that City, that they refolv'd Calij.

upon his Death ; and becaufe their Power was lefs than _^

their Malice, they apply'd thcmfelves to the Governor of the i.

Place under //r^/^/, and by their Iniinuations and Suggeftions ^fj^l^
obtain'd a fpecial Guard to keep the Gates, and prevent c^^.' ^i

his Efcape. But the Difciples, having Notice of their De- '7--2.»

llgns, were as careful to preferve lu*m, as his EneLiucs were jg'^'/g*

R 4 to '
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to deftroy him ; and finding no other Remedy, they let him
down in a Basket from one of their Koufes over the City

Walls. And having thus efcap'd, about three Years after

his Converfion, he repaired to Jcrujalem^ to viiit Peter^

and the Church there; but the Difciples knowing hi^ for-

mer Temper and Principles, v^ere afraid, and univerfally

n-iur.'d his Company , 'till Barnabas^ an eminent Difciple,

v/ho knev/ all his Circumftanccs, brought him t© the Apo-
(lies, Peur^ and James the Bifhop of the Place, acquainting

tiiem with his miraculous Converfion, and his 2ealous

Preaching at Damafcns; which clear'd all their Doubts, and
cau-^'d them to admit him to an intimate Communion with
them. Here he coatinuM with all Boldncfs, and his Ser-

mons were fo powerful, and his Difputations with the

Ikuen'jfls fo unaniwerable, that like the Jews in Damafcus
they eagerly 'Ought his Life. But being in t\iQ Temple at

h^.s Devotions, he fell into a Trance, and faw Jefus in a

Vifion, who order'd him to haften o;^^o/Jeruralem;/or that

the Jews were wA difpos^d to receive his Teftiraony. Where-
upon he humbly alledg'd. That his former Zeal in imprifun-

ing ajid I'conrgiyig the believers, ar;d his joining in the Blood

of the Martyr Stephen, had now made him a more unquefti-

onAble Evidence of the 'Truth and Power of the Gofpel. But
Jefus exprefly commanded him to depart ; for that he de-.

Jig^/>^d to fend hir.-: tnto the Country of the Gentiles. Upon
which, having ftay'd in Jerufalem only fifteen Days, he left

the City ; and being conducted by the Brethren as far as

Cicfarea^ he fet fail for his own City Tarfus in Cilicia^ and -

faw not Jerufalem till feveral Years after. And now all

the Churches in Jttdxa^ Samaria ^nd Galilee had Peace, dai-

ly encrea/ing and flourifhing, to the Honour of JeJusChriJi

and his Gofpel, and the great Comfort of all the Difciples.

j>^y;^^
In the fame Year that Saul repair'd to Jerufalem^ King

Jopfh. Herod Jgrippa at Rome obtain'd Leave of Caligula to go
into Paleftine for the Settlement of his Kingdom, promi-
fing after that to return again. According to the Empe-
ror's Advice, he took his Voyage firft to ^gypt^ and ar-

riv'd at the Port of Alexandria^ a celebrated City, the Me-
tropolis of the whole Country, and the fecond of the Ro-
man Empire for Extent, Trade or Inhabitants ; being about

300 Miles almofh Weil of Jerufalem. The Alexandrians

having an inveterate Hatred againft the Jews^ thought them-
felves highly affronted at the Arrival of a King of thatKV
tion ; and by the Connivance, or rather Infligation of Flac-

cus the Governor, they expos'd and ridicul'd him in their

Stages, in their Songs, in their Speeches, and in all Pub-
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lick Places. And that nothing might be wanting to com-

pleat their Scurrility, they took a poor Mad-Man, who al-

ways walk'd naked in the Streets, and letting him aloft in

the moft publick Manner, put a Paper Crown upon his

Head, a Mat about his Body for a Robe, and a Reed in

his Hand for a Sceptre. ; then being llirroundcd by young

Men, with Poles on their Shoulders, inlicad oi^ Guards,

fome came to him for Juilice, otl;iers tor Counlel, and all

Haird him with the Title of Marim ; which in the ufual

Language of the Jews fignify'd Lord. And thus the King
of the Jews was deridca after the fame Manner by others,

as the Jews themfelves five Years before had derided the

true Majeily of their own King Jejus Chrtji.

Shortly after, thefe Scoffs and Jefts encreas'd to greater ^hihi

Violences ; and the Vengeance of Heaven began to purfuc

the Jews in a Country where a Million of that Nation re-

lided, as Philo teftifies. For the Alexandrians^ by the En-
couragement oiFlaccus^ unanimouliy fet up the Images of
Caligula^ who had lately proclaim'd himfelf a God, in their

Synagogues and Oratories, and upon their Refufal, burnt

and demoliih'd them without Diftindion. After v/hich,

the Governor by Edicl declar'd the 'Jews Foreigners and
Strangers, not giving them Liberty of pleading their Caufe,

but condemning them unheard. And proceeding in thefe

Violences, the common People were allaw'd to rifle and
plunder their Houfes as they pleas'd, which not only ocqa-

lion'd great Damages to all who were conccrn'd with them
in Trade, but alfo caus'd infinite Murthers, and intolerable

Cruelties. For fome were burnt alive with flow Fires,

many were crucify'd, and others hang'd : Old Men were
drag'd along the Streets, and cruelly fcourg'd ; and young
Women were fnamefully expos'd : Many Men were ty'd

to Wheels, and others drag'd with Cords by the Legs
through the Market i-'lace, the common People infulting

over them, and not (paring their dead Bodies. In fliort,

the Jews continuM under the moft barbarous Treatments
for about two Months, till the Emperor was fo far per-

fuaded by Agrippa^ who had been partly a Spedator of thefe

Violences, that he fent BaffHs a Cbiturion, who arreded
Flaccus^ and. brought him to Italy \ and notwithfianding all

his Flatteries and pretended Zeal for the Emperor's Ho-
nour, he was firfi: banilh'd, and afterwards put to Death.

Agrippa having eas'd the Jews in Alexandria^ and fettled f-'fip^^-^

himfelf in his Dominions, in the Beginning of the follow-
ing Year, and fecond of Caligula^ his impious Sifter H^ro-
dras grew impatient at his Advancement, and was enrag'd

to
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to fee him flart from a Dungeon to a Throne, and now to
have the Power, as well as the Title and Ornaments of a
King. Her reftlefs Ambition, and her inceflant Intrcatiei

at length prevail'd upon her Husband Herod^ to go to Rome
with magnificent Prefents, and beg the fame Dignity ofC^-
far. Agrippa undcrftanding both their Intentions and Pre-
parations, as foon as he heard of his putting to Sea,
immediately fent his Freed-Man Fommatus to the Emperor
with Prefents, and Letters written againft his Uncle He-
rod. Caligula was then at Baia^ a pleafant Town in Cam-
fanta^ and upon Herod's Arrival, prevented him, by fhew-
ing the Letters he rcceiv'd from Agrippa^ which accus'd
Herod of formerly confpiring with Sejanus againil Ttbertus^

and of his prefent favouring Artahanus King of Parthia a-

gainft Caligula ; for which Purpofe he had prepar'd Arms
fufficient for feventy thoufand Men The Emperor movM
at this Account, demanded of Herod^ Whether he had made
thofe warlike Preparations or not} which the other granting,

concerning the Number of the Arms, he according to his

rafh Method, without any farther Enquiry, depriv'4 him of
his Dominions, both oi Galilee and Per.ta^ and of all his

Riches, and moreover perpetually banifli'd him to Lyons in

Gaul ; and this after a wicked Reign of about 43 Years.

But underftanding Herodias was Siiter to Agrippa^ he al-

low'd her her own proper Treafure ; and fuppoiing fhe

ivou'd not willingly accompany her Husband in hia Cala-

mity, he told her, T'hat he pardon'd her for her Brother''

s

Sake, But fhe teftifying her Readinefs to be Partaker with
her Husband's Miferies, Caligula took it as an Atfront, and
banifh'd her likewife

;
giving all her Treafure as well as

her Husband's Dominions to Agrippa. And thus was this

Couple puniih'd for their inceftuous Marriage, and their o-
ther Crimes ; about eight Years after Joh^ Baptift had been
beheaded by this Herod^ and fix Years after our blefiTed Sa-

viour had been derided by the fame Perfon, in the Year
39. In the fame Year Pontius Pilate at Vienna., not far

from Lyons., being in extream Mifery, and daily afflicled by
Caligula., kill'd himfelf with his own Hands ; and fo be-

came the Revenger of his Wickedncfs upon himfelf, as the

Betrayer of our Lord had been before, as Eufebius., Orofi-

usy and feveral others tefi:ific.

A. D. v . During thefe Tranfa£lions, the Church had Peace

39. and flourifli'd exceedingly, the Golpel daily fpreading among
Calig. the y^iy/ in all Parts. iV*^/// diligently preach'd the Woird in

^ his own Country Cilicia^ and alfo in Syria. Peter made a.

3- general
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general Vifitation of all the Saints in Judcea.^ Galilee., and
Samaria ; and this Year, he is faid by Barmius and fome
others to have founded a Biflioprick in Antioch^ a great and

noble City,, the Metropolis of all^y/^, and about 260 Miles

almoft North of Jerufalem. Eufebius tells us, he founded

a Church in this City ; and St. Chryfoftom fays that he had
the Care and Preiidency of it i!twti\ Years, for which Rea-
fon he is often call'd the firfl: Bifhop of the See, and the

following Bifhops his Succeffors. Yet it is much doubted

by many whether he was the firfl Founder of this Biflio-

prick or not ; and much more, whether it was in this Year
that we are now upon. But to proceed to greater Certain-

ties, about this Time, Peter in his Progrefs arriv'd at a

little Town calFd Lydda., about 24 Miles North-Weft of j^as ^,

Jerufalem^ to vilit the new Converts there. Here he found 3^-35-

a certain Man nam'd JEneas., who being incurably feiz'd

with the Paliie, had lain Bed- rid in that Condition for eight

Years together. Peter being feniible what an Influence fo

great a Miracle wou'd have, ftaid not to enquire after his

Faith, but as if he had brought the MefFage from Heaven to

him, faid immediately, ^Eneas, Jefus Chriil maketh thee

•ivhole., arife^ and make thy Bed., as a 'Teftimony of thy per^

fed Recovery., and he accordingly did fo. The Knowledge
of this Miracle, which foon fpread it felf by the unufual
Appearance and Converfe of JEneas., gain'd all the Inhabi-

tants of Lydda., and of Saron a neighbouring Town, to the

true Faith of the Gofpel.

Peter continu'd not long at Lydda^ before he was car- ^^, ^
neftly entreated by two MefTengers to go over to Joppa., a 3^-43^

noted Port about fix Miles diftant, upon t\\t account of one
Tabitha., whofe Greek Name was Dorcas., fignifying a Roe.^

a Chriftian Woman venerable for her Piety and diffufive

Charity, who lately dy'd, to the great Lamentation of all

good Men, and maich more to the Lofs of the Poor, that

had been fo often relicv'd by her. Peter ready to gratiiie

their Defires, and to aflill in a common Caufe, immediate-
ly accompany'd the Meflengers ; and arriving at the Houfc,
they carry'd him into an upper Chamber, where the Body
of Zi/^///;<^ was laid, rcrcdy wafli'd, and drefs'd up for its

funeral Solemnities, according to the Cuftom of the Jews^
and attended with many fbrrowful Widows. They durfl

not prefent an open Petition to him to raife her from the

Dead, but by their Tears and Lamentations, by their Com-
mendations of her Charity, and their fhewing the Coats and
Garments wherewith flie cloath'd them, they fufficiently te-

flify'd their Defires. Whereupon this Apoflle, knowing
ho\ir
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how beneficial fuch a Woman was to the Church, caus'd

all the Company to retire, and praying with his Face to-

wards the Body, he commanded her To arije, and immedir
ately fhe open'd her Eyes, and feeing Pefer^ fat up. Then
taking her by the Hand, and lifting her up, he prefented

her alive to the holy Brethren and Widows, to their fur-

prizing Joy and Comfort. This great Miracle being wrought
in the Prefcnce of fo many, was foon known throughout
the whole Town ; and many being convinc'd by it, beiicv'd

in Jefus Chriji. After this, Peter continu'd a confiderable

Time in Joppa^ probably near a Year, lodging intheHoufe
of one Simon a Tanner.

A -T) In the Beginning of the following Year, King Herod A-
'

' grippa took Polfeffion of all the Dominions of his Uncle He-

cLyw ^^^ ^^^ Tetrarch, namely, the two Provinces oi Galilee ^n^
o* Per,va^ which Caligula had given him ; fo that his Power

^; and Grandeur daily encreas'd beyond any fince Herod the

J^'T^' Great. About the fame Time his Country-Men the Jews
'fhik. were reduc'd to extream Difficulties and vaft Dangers, by

the exorbitant Pride and Madnefs of the Emperor, who
having ereded Temples and Altars to his own Divinity,

expe6ted that all Nations fhou'd adore him as a God. And
becaufe the Jews were the chief Oppofers of this mon-
ftrous Humour, and particularly had deftroy'd an Altar <5f

his in Jamma^ a City of Judcca^ he fent exprefs Orders to

Petronius^ whom he had lately made Governor of Syrta in

the Room of Vitcllius^ to dedicate a large and coftly Image
to him, and fet it up in the very Temple of Jerufalem,

And that the Defign might meet with no Obftacles, he

commanded him to fend for half of the Army from Eu-
phrates^ that lay there for the Eiefence of all the Eaft, to

accompany the Statue to Jerufalera^ not only to make the

Dedication more pompous, but alfo to cut in pieces any

that duiit make Refiftance. Ordering farther, that the I-

mage fnou'd be plac'd in the Sanctuary of the Temple,
which after that ftou'd be call'd, THETEMPLE
pF ILLUSTRIOUS CAIUS, AND PRO-
PITIOUS JUPITER. Petronius having appointed

the beft Artificers in Sidon for this Work, convocated the

chief of the Jews both Priefls and Magiftrates to de-

clare the Emperor's Commands to them, perfuading them to

reft fatisfy'd with the Decrees of his Lord and Mailer,

and cautioning them of the imminent Danger of their

Difobediencc, which wou'd draw upon them the whole
Power of the Syrian Forces. At the firft nanfiing of thefe

Things,
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Things, they were confounded and fpeechlefs, pouring out
Floods of Tears, and tearing their Hair and Beards atter a
deplorable' Manner. And thofe in JerufaUm and the adja-

cent Country, leaving their Houfes, Towns and CalHes de-

folate, with all the Marks of the molt publick Mourning,
repair'dto Petronius then in Pb.emcia; in fuch Multitudes,

that fome apprehended the Governor in no little Danger.
They were diftributed into fix ClalTes, three on the one
Side, old Men, young Men, and Boys ; three on the

other, old Women, Wives, and Virgins ; who when they

faw Pctranius upon his Seat, all, as if by a general Word,
or Sign, fell proftrate upon the Ground, filling the Air
with their Sighs and Lamentations : Then with much Per-

fuaiion arifing, they caft Duft upon their Heads, and with
Hands behind them like condemned Perfons, approach'd the

Governor, ufing fuch moving Complaints, and lliewing fo
little Value for their Lives, that Petronius and thofe who
fat by him, were extreamly affeded, an-d w^ou'd have glad-

ly declin'd the Matter upon feveral Accounts, but were
deterr'd by the infupportable Humour of the Emperor. Af-
ter much Confultation Petronius wrote to Caligula^ notdi-

redly in Favour of the Jews^ but to acquaint him that the

Dedication of the Image was deferred, partly for the Time
it requir'd to bring it to the utmoft Perfeftion,. and partly

for the gathering the Corn neceJTary in the Expedition.

About the fame Time feveral AmbalTadors from the y^zyj phih.

waited upon the Emperor upon the Account of new Diflur- ^A*^* .

banccs in Alexandria^ among whom was the famous Phi-
loy the moft celebrated Scholar and Philofopher of that Na-
tion. But neither their Prefence, nor the Letters of Petro-^

mus cou'd prevail any thing upon the Temper of this Ty-
rant, but he pertinaciouHy infilled upon his Deitylhip, and
gave the ftrideil Charge for the ere6ling his Image imme-
diately after Harvefl:, to the exceeding Terror of the whole
Race of the Jews. At length his great Favourite Agrippa.,

coming to Rome.^ refolv'd to undertake his Country's Caufe,
and became a zealous Interceflbr In its Behalf, tho' it was

,

not without the Hazard of his Dominions and Life alfo.

He well knew the Emperor's extravagant Humour and
Vanity, and therefore made his Approaches with all poffi-

ble Arti^ce, of which he was a great Mafter ; and partly

by his profound Marks of Sorrow, partly by an ingenious
and fiattering Letter, and partly by a furprizing Entertain-

ment made for him, he obtainM as an extraordinary Favour
from the Emperor, That the Statue (hou'd not be dedicat-

ed, and accordingly wrote to Petronius^ Not to make any

Iftnovatiit'a
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Innovation in the Temple of the Jews. But left the Favour
fhou'd be too entire, he mixt new Threatnings with it,

writing, That if any one pou'd dedicate any Temple or Al-

tar to him in any Part of Judsea, except in Jerufalem, it

(hou'd not be oppos^d^ but the Oppofer Jhou'd be immediately

punijh'd with Death, A politick and deadly Contrivance to

involve a Nation in a Rebellion, and in adeftrudiveWar;
fince the Jews Enemies were fo ready to perform that

which wouM inevitably prove their Ruin. But the Time
of their final Defolation was not yet come, and God thought

fit to keep their Enemies from being a6live at this Time,
and likewife to deftroy another Defign of this Tyrant,
which was to have ah Image made -sxRorne^ and to be con-

vey'd fecretly into the Temple at Jerufalem. But thefe

were fair Warnings from Heaven, fufficient to awaken any

but this perverfe and obftinate Nation ; which Threatnings

were feconded by another Accident that haphed. this Year
to the Jews about Babylon ; namely, a terrible MafTacre of
5'oooo of them at one Time. Thefe Things hapned in

the fourth Year of the Reign of Caligula^ and about fix

Years after the Martyrdom of ^t, Stephen.^ according to

the moft approved Chronologers.

CHAP. III.

From the firfl Call., and Treaching ofthe Gof-
pel to the Gentiles, to the Martyrdom of
the firfi of the Apflles^ viz. James the Son

of Zebedee.

Containing the Term ofabout four Tears.

A. D. T ^ i ^HE Gofpel had now been prcach'd with great

AQ,
• I Succefs, not only in y/zd'd?^ and the neighbouring

Calie. ^^ Provinces, but in many remote Countries, where
. ever the Jews refided ; and for about feven Years after the

Afcenfion, They only had the merciful Otfers of Salvati-

on by Jefus Chriji. The Apoftles had rcceiv'd Commifii-
on to baptize all Nations, but notwithilanding the feveral

Illuminations of the Holy Ghoft, which never come all at

once, they hitherto iinderilood it only of the Jews of all

Nations: But now Godithought fit to open a Door to the

Gentiles^
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Genules^ and to make the Jews fcnlible that the Partition

Wall was laid level, and that They were no longer a pe-

culiar People. This was begun 2itCa/area, the molt frequent -^^^10.

Relidence of the Roma-a Governors of Judcea^ a City inha-
'~^'

bited both by Jews and Gentiles^ where at this Time one
Cornelius was quartered, a Roman Centurion, or Captain of
a Company call'd the Italian Band, which with others kept

Garrifon in this City. This Perfon, tho' uncircumcis'd^

and only a Profelyte of the Gate, yet arriv'd to the Know-
ledge of the true God, and ferv'd him v/ith lingular Devo-
tion and Reverence, both himfelf and his Family ; being

eminent for his bountiful iilms, and his conftant Prayers,

To one who had made fuch good Emprovement of his fmall

Portion of Grace, God was pleas'd to communicate the

higheft A6l:s of his Favour, and to make him the firft Fruits

of the Gentile Converfion : For being at his Devotions at

the ninth Hour, the Time of the Evening Sacrifice, an An-
gel was difpatchM from Heaven to acquaint him, T'hat his

Frayers and Alms were highly acceptable in the Sight of God-;

and as a Token of his Favour, he order'd him to fend t9

Joppa for Simon Peter, who lodg'd at the Houfe of one Si-

mon a 'Tanner near the Sea Side^ who flooiCd difcover God's

Will to him^ and by his Doctrine caiife hirn and all his Houfe
to be faved. Cornelius with a Mixture of Fear and Joy, im-
mediately difpntch*d two of his Domeftick Servants, and a
devout Soldier who confrantly attended him, to Joppa^ a
Place about 30 Miles almoft South of C^vfarea^ where Pe-
ter had continu'd near a Year.

On the fame Day that the MelTengers arrivM, Peter had ^^^ j.^

retir'd himfelf about Noon-Time to the Houfe Top to 9-^1^

pray, as the Jews frequently did ; and being very hungry, *^'^-^^ ^'-

he caird for Meat : But while it was preparing, he fell in-
'^*

to a Trrmce ; and in a Viiion faw Heaven open'd, and a
large Thing like a Sheet knit at the four Corners was let

down before him, containing all Sorts of Bcafcs, Birds and
Reptiles, both Clean and Unclean ; being accoinpanyM
with a Voice, crying, Rife^ Peter, kill and eat. Peter^ te-

nacious as yet of the Rites and Inititutions of the Mofaick
Law, rejoin'd, That he coud not do it., having never eaten

any thing common or unclean. To which the Voice reply'd,

That what God had cleans'* d.^ he JJjou^d not account or call

common ; intimating. That thofe Prohibitions concerning
Meats, and the Differences between Jew and Gentile v/cre

remov'd, and that he ought not to make aDlftinvStionwherc
God had made none, l^his was done three feveral Times,
and the Veflfel was again taken up into Heaven. Peter^

tho'
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tho' again come to himfelf, was in great Doubt what this
extraordinary Vihon HiouM mean, till Lnc three Meilengers
from Cornelius arrived at the Gate and knocked, enquiring
Whether Simon, jirnamed Peter, was lodged there > Before
they had received their Anfwer, the Spirit inwardly lu'^gefted
toPeier, l^hat three Men at the Door enquir'd for him or-
dering him to go along with them without any Do2ibtor Scru-
pie. i^eter going down, and receiving their M6ffage, courteouf-
ly invited them m, and lodged them all Night in theHoufe-
and the next Day travell'd with them from >/?;^^, being ac-
company'd with fix Brethren, as Witncffes of what happened
in this liirprizing Affair.

^^s 10. Cornelius, full of Expedation of P^^^r's InftruSions from
*4-43. God, with great Impatience waited for his Coming; and

becaufe hewou'd have his Friends andRelations Partakers of
fuch happy News, had invited them to meet him at his Houfe.
Peter on the third Day arriv'd at Ccefarea^ and as he enter'd
the Houfe, Cornelius was fo affcded with the Prefence of
fuch a Meffengcr of God, that exceeding the Bounds of
meer civil Refpca, he fell down at his Feet and ador'd
him. Tho' fuch Forms were ufual in thofe Eaftern Coun-
tries, yet Peter knowing that the Romans paid fuch Vene-
ration only to their Gods, and confequently that tne de-
fign'd Honour was more than human, refus'd to accept it,

and bad him Jiand up, and pay htm no other Refped than as
a Man.

,
Then entering in, Peter f\r(i made his Apology

to the Company, That tho' they cou'd not i^ut know, that it was
unlawful for ^Jew to converfe in the Duties of Religion with
thofe of another Nation; yet finee God had now taught him to
make no Dtflindions, he very readily attended their Pleafure^
defiring to know the Occafion of their fending for him. Cor-
nelius made Anfwer, That he did it by the exprefs Command
of God, who while he was exercised in the Duties of Fajling
and Prayer, fent an Angel in bright Apparel, ordering htm to
jend to htm at Joppa, from whom he Jhou'd receive fome fpe*
cial LfirziBions, for which Reafon they were all afj^embled to
attend his Commands received from God. Peter was now
fenfible that the Partition wa^ broken down, and that he
was call'd in a fpecial Manner to preach to the Gentiles

;
therefore he declar'd. That now he perceived that God no
longer made any Difimdion of Perfens and People, but that
the Pious and Godly of all Nations Jjjou'd meet with Accep-
tance. That the Mejfage he had to deliver to them from God
was this, even the fame Heconciliation by Jefus Chrill, the
Lord of all, which was formerly taught to the Children ofV^-
rael ; and in a more confpicuous Manner publijjfd tJorough-

out
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out all Judaea, beginning at Galilee, immediately after the

Preaching of John Baptill : Namely^ 'That God had aminted

Jefus 0/ Nazareth with the Holy Ghojl^ and endpted him with

'miraculous Gifts, which he conflantly exercised in doing Goody

and healing fuch as were under the Power of the Devil ; an

Argument that God was with him : That they had feen all

that he haddone among the JQYiS, whom tho^ they had impioujly

crucified andflain^ yet God had raised him again the third

Day, and bad openly Jhewn him to his Apojiles and Folloiversy

whom he had chofen to be his -peculiar IVitneffes, and for that

Purpofe had admitted them to eat anddrink with him after his

RefurreBion, commanding them topreach the Gofpel to allMan-
kind, and to tejiifie. That he was the Perfon whom God had
ordained to be the great Judge of all the JVorld: That all the

Prophets with one Confent bore IVitnefs ofhim ; That this Je-

fus is He in whofe Name whofoever believed, Jhou'd certainly

receive Remijfion of Sins.

While Pe^^r was thus preaching to them, the HoIyGhoft, ^^"^^ 'o.

who had purified their Hearts by Faith, fell upon all that 44-48.

heard him, cauiing them immediately to fpeak with Tongues,
and to glorifie the Almighty, without any Impolition of the

Apoftle's Hands, to the great Aftonifhment of the Believ-

ing Jews then prefent with Peter, who thought the Pro-
mife of the Holy Ghoft belong'd only to the Houfe of If-

rael. When Peter faw the Gentiles thus baptiz'd with the

Holy Ghoft, of which the Baptifm of Water was but a

Type and an inftrumental Conveyance, he thought it un-
reafonable to deny them this latter ; and therefore immedi-
ately orderM them to be baptized with Water in the Name
of the Lord, and f© united them to Chrift's Body the Church,
as true Members of it. Cornelius and his Friends being thus

Partakers of their Defires, were very unwilling to part with
Peter, who had been the Means of their Converlion ; there-

fore for their better Inftru6lion and Confirmation they pre-

vaird with him to tarry with them certain Days, where
probably he made more Gentile Converts. And thus Peter

began to enlarge the Foundation, becoming a Head Builder of
God's Church ; and by means of his Heavenly Keys to open
a Door to the Gentiles, which was never to be lliut again.

This remarkable A6t of Peter^s was foon nois'd among ^s/s n,
the Apoftles and other Brethren in Judaa, who were highly i--i§.

offended at his Preaching to the Gentiles, as being without
either Warrant or Reafon ; and coming to Jerufalem iTiort-

ly after with his fix Companions, thejewijh Converts, who
{till retain'd their inveterate Prejudice againft the Gentiles,

accounting them Repiobates and unworthy of all ipiritual

S Mercies,
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Mercies, utterly condemn'd him for converfing fo freely

with the Gentiles^ and eating with them. But Peter fuffici-

cntly defended himfelf, by relating how God had novv^ re-

mov'd his Hatred againfl: the Genuks^ by a particular Vifioii

and Revelation from Heaven ; by which he was convinc'd

that all Creatures were lawful to be eaten by God's Per-
miffion, and all Men to be alTociated with, whom He had
thought fit to cleanfe by his Grace; How Cornelius had
fcnt for him by God's immediate Order, and that the Spirit

commanded him to go along with the MefTengers : Hov^
God upon his Preaching pour'd out the Holy Ghoft upon
them, as he had done upon theApoftles on the Day oiPen-
tecoji^ as the fix Brethren who accompany'd him to Cafarea
were at prefent ready to teflifie. Upon which he told them,
It/jai he then remember''d the Promife of Jefus, T'hat thetr

'Baptifm from John was withlVater^but theirs fhotCd be with
the Hsly Ghofi ; and that jince God was pleas d to bejiow on

the Gentiles thefame Marks of Converjion^ as he did on his

feled Difciples^ he jujily thought it to be a withfianding

God^slVill to deny them. AdmiJJion into his Churchy and there

^

fore baptized them. This Apology gave them full Satisfa-

6lion, fo that with a filent Admiration .they glorify'd the

All-merciful God, for admitting the Gentiles to be Sharers

in the Gofpel Privileges, and granting them alfo a PolFibili-

ty of being faved by Faith and Repentance.
Bfon. About the fame Time, the Emperor Caligula.^ having com-

7%\ niitted a thoufand Extravagancies, and monftrous Cruelties,

began to grow infupportable to the Empire, proving a real

Phaeton to the World, according to the omenous Predidi-

ons of his PredeeefTor Tiberius ; but as he began to fet all

Things on fire, fo he was foon fcorch'd and confum'd \vl

thofe Flames he had fo furioufly blown up When neither

his own Reafon, his Subjeds Humility, nor his Country's

Laws cou'd move him to Moderation, or divert him from
his Tyrannies, many began to confpire againft him, but in-

cifeftually; 'till at length Cajfius Chccreai^ an Officer of his

Guards refolv'd upon it, being prompted to it upon many
Accounts. He undertook it in the I3eginning of the fol-

lowing Year, and fecretly imparted his Deiigns to feveral

Senators., Equites., and Others, who readily joining with him
privately kept themfelves in Arms, every Perfon promoting
the Dclign with all poflible Vigour and Ref©lution. Chce-

reoi having fix'd on a convenient Hour for his fatal Attempt,
ordcr'd his Companions to attend him in a Vault, or private

Gallery, where the Emperor ufually pafs'd unfeen from his

alacc to fome Baths not far diftant. To that Place he re-

paii'd.

'
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pair'd with his Airociates ; and ftortly after meeting with

Caligula^ and iiiil: paying feme Rcfpc6l to him, he gave him

a mortal Wound, crying OMX.^Tyra?jt^thmk upon this! and im-

mediately the red of the Confpirators rufn'd in, and dif-

patch'd him with thirty Womids, he for fome Time crying

out, T'hai he -ujas jTill alive. His Death was accompany'd

with that of his Wife C.cfuma^ who was flab'd by a Centu-

rion, and of iiis only Daughter, an Infant in the Cradle,

who had her Brains dalli'd out agAiiift a Wall, that the Ty-
rant's whole Race might be extirpated; and the Senate or-

dered his Alony to be melted down, that, if it were poffible,

his Name and Feature might be forgotten in future Ages.

His Death hapned in the Year 41, and the 24th Day of y^-

nuars^ under the Confulfhips of Himfelf and Saturmmis^

he being in the 29th Year of his Age, having reign'd three

Years, ten Montlis, and eight Days.

li . Thie Murther o'lCdlguU being publifh'd in the City, A. D.
it caus'd a great x\lteration and Coniuiion in all Parts; and 41.

(ince the Act was committed in fuch a fecret Place, many Clau-
imagining it fome x\rtiiicc to difcover the Peoples Atfedi- r>ius,

ons^ fufpended their Belief of it, 'till the Germa?7 Guards ^^ fif^'^

fufficiently manifefled it by the Dilrurbances they rais'd,and e^^^-,
the Murthers they committed in the Palace. The Senate Tadtns.

was refolv'd to reftore the Roynan Liberty, and deftroy the Dim,
'

Monarchy, and accordingly feiz'd on the Capitol; but the

City was much divided, the Commxons urging hotly the E-
ieclion of a new Emperor, and the Nobility as violently

promoting the Rcftauration of their ancient Privileges. The
Soldiers join'd with the Commons, but while Aifairs con-
tinued in this Confufion, neither knew whom to nominate
for Emperor, 'till fome of the Soldiers running about for

Plunder in the Palace, difcover'd CaUgula\ Uncle Claudius^

hid in a fecret Hole for fear of his Life, and brought him
into the Camp, where they proclaim'd him Emperor, when
he expeftcd nothing but Death at their Hands. The Senate

immediately fent to him to advife him, T'o refign his Prc-
tenfions., and notdifturb the publick Peace : But He equally con-
founded with Fear and Ignorance knew not what to (land by,

'till King Agrippa^ with great Difficulty making way thro'

the Multitudes, came to him and encourag'd him to retain

the Sovercingty ; upon wiiich, what with the Peoples Cries,

and the Soldiers Threats, the Senate were at laft brought
to a Compliance, andalfoacknowledg'd him Emperor. This
was a Perfon the mofl unlikely of all others to arrive at

this Dignity, for tho' he h«i4 taken fome Pains in Learning,
S 2 he
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he was rcferv'd by Caligula only for a laughing Stock ; and
either upon the Account of his bodily Diftempers, or the

grofs Stupidity of his Nature, or the unadive Cowardice of
his Temper, was 'till this Time, altho' now in the 5'oth

Year of his Age, judg'd incapable of any publick Office irt

the State. And his. Government prov'd accordingly; for

tho' he did fome Things in the Beginning like a good and
wife Prince, as difannulling all Caligula's cruel Edidls, and
forbidding all to facritice to him; yet he fo much gave
himlelf up to a gluttonous, infeniible, paffive Life, that his

Favorites impos'd upon him as they thought fit, and became
intolerable OpprefTors and Tyrants, infliding innumerable
Deaths and other Cruelties, felling Governments and Dig-
nities, ilTuing out Pardons and Penalties without his Know-
ledge, He was fo cowardly fearful, that when a Rebel, call'd

CamiSm^ commanded him by Letter to refign his Empire,
he was ready to have done it ; fo fhort fighted, that his Em-
prefs Mejfalina marry'd her felf to another Man almoft in

his Prefencc; fo ftupid, that when News was brought him
of her Execution, he fliew'd not the Icaft Token of Joy,.

Sorrow, or human Affe6lion ; and fo forgetful, that he fre-

quently ask'd and fent for fuch as he had executed the Day
before. In fhort, as 'Tacitus fays of him, he had neither

Thought, Judgment, Will, nor Pafiion, but what was put

into him by other Men.
jcfeph. As the lafi: Emperor caus'd the Rife and Advancement of
%QTi. Herod-Agrippa^ fo this compleated his Honour and Sove-

reignty ; and not only confirmed to him his former Domi-
nions o^Trachomtis.y Galilee^ and Peraa with Abilene^ but

aifo added Samaria^ Judcca with Idumcea^ all that ha:d been

fubjed to his Grand-Father Herod the Great; fo that the

whole Country of Paleftine again came into the Hands of
one Prince. Claudius added to his Bounty many Commen-
dations of Agrippa, and caus'd the Alliance that was pafs'd

between them to be engraven in Brafs : He moreover be-

ilow'd Confular Honours upon him, and gave Pretorian

Dignity to a Brother of his nam'd Herod^ to whom he alfo

beitow'd x!^t Kingdom of Chakis at the Foot of Mount
Libanus. Bcfides thcfe A6ls of Grace he publifh'd two E- 1

di<5s, one in Favour of the '^jews of Alexandria^ wherein

he commanded they jhott'd be no longer molefted^ but enjoy all

the Privileges of the City ; and the other in Favour of the

yews throughout the whole Empire, wh(rein they were al-

lowed to live according to their own LcWSy aid the Rites of
their Anceflors^ provided they did not cbufe their Liberty in

dfjlurbi'/ig the Religions of other Natio?Js. But in this fame
Yearj
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Year, Dio» aflures us, that when they grew fo numerous
in Rome, that the City became uneafie, he forbad all their

publick Affemblies, and put down their Colleges, and alfo

their Taverns where they ufually met.

Claudius Ihortly after his Edicts fent /Jgrippa to his King- j^fpi. i

dom, commanding all his Prclidents and Lieutenants in the

Provinces through which he was to pais, to give him a

friendly and honourable Attendance. But he having happi-

ly difpatch'd his Affairs, return'd with all Expedition to jfe-

rufalem, where he immediately offer'd his Sacrifice ofThankf-
giving, omitting nothing prefcribM by the Law, He caufed

divers Nazarhes to be Ihaved, and hung up in the Temple
that ponderous Chain of Gold Vviiich Qaltgula had given

him, as an illuftrious Monument of the Inftability of human
Affairs, and of the Power of God, who can raife Men iu

a Moment from the mcaneft Obfcurity, to the mod exalted

Grandeur. He was a zealous Obferver of the Jewifpljiw^
carefully avoided all legal Impurities, and feldom pafs'd a

Day without facrificing ; for which Fxafon he had his prin-

cipal Relidence at 'Jeruj'akm, engaging the Good Will of
the Inhabitants by remitting a Tribute, which they conftant-

ly paid out of every Houfe. He much affeded the Splen-
dor and Magnificence of his Grand-Father, but not his ex-

tream Severity and Cruelty : Tho' Dion attributes many of
Caligula's bloody Edi6i:s to his Councils, and Jofephiis can-

not wholly excufe his Vanity and Prodigality. In the iiril

Year of his Reign, he made two Changes in the High-
Prieflhood : He firft removed Theoph'dus the Son of Ar2m^s,

who had held that Dignity four Years, and beftow'd it on
Simon Cantharus, the Son of Simon or Bocthiis, Father-in-

Law to Herod the Great. And not long after, he depos'd
Simtn, and offer'd the Priefthood to Jonathan Brother to

'Theophilus, who had once before held it in the Year 35',

fucceeding Caiaphas ; but he modeflly declin'd the Honour,
begging it might be beflow'd upon his Brother MatthiciSy

which was granted. About the fame Time certain rafh

young Men, the Inhabitants of Dor, a City on the Borders
of Phoenicia, rais'd a Difturbance by placing the Emperor's
Image in the Jewifp Synagogue ; which highly oflended A-
grtppa, who judg'd it as an A6t tending to the Ruin of the

Jewijh Religion. For which Caufe, with all Expedition
he repair'd to Petronins Governor of Syria, complaining of
their infolent Behaviour to him, who was their Governon
Petronius was no lefs difplcas'd than he, and therefore wrote
iliarp Letters to the Magi Urates of Dor, commanding them'''

S q tG
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to bind and punifli the guilty Pcrfons ; which happily ended
the DKlurbance.

^^' "• 111' A Door being happily open'd for the Promulgati'
i>- a4- on or the Golpel to the Gentiles^ fome Dilciples born in

Cyfrjis and Cyrene^ who iince the Death of Stephen had
travcU'd in many Countries, preaching the Gofpel to the

Jews only, now arriv'd at the great City of Antioch ; and
hearing of the Converiion of Corneltii-i and others, they

alfo preach'd J([us to the Greeks and Gentiles of that City

:

And God exceedingly profper'd their Endeavours, and brought
in numerous Converts daily. The Apoftles who remain'd

at Jerufalem^ hearing of this happy Progrefs, fent Barnabas

to Antioch^ to alfift and confirm the Dilciples in that City
;

who coming and feeing with what good Succefs the Gofpel
had been preach'd among them, rejoyc'dextreamly, exhorting

rhem firmly to hold fall: to the Faith in Chrift: And being

a pious Perfon, and of many excellent Gifts and Graces,

by his Means, great Numbers of others were alfo won over

to the' Gofpel.
• In the fame Year, according to the moil receiv'd Opini-

on, St. Matthew at Jernfalem^ firfl: of all others undertook
to commit the chief Actions of our blcffed Saviour to

Writing, calling his Book by the Name of EJ^tn-f^A/oj', or

Gofpel^ becaufe it brought joyful and happy Tydings to

Mankind, namely. Pardon and Redemption by the Blood of
Jefns. It was written at the Requed of the Jewijh Con-
verts ; and as Epiphamus adds, at the Command of the Apo-
files, about eight Years after the Death of Chnft^ accord--

ing to Eufehi^s; tho' Nicephorus fuppofcs it fifteen, and
Irena^us feems to imply that it was written while Veter and
I^anl preach'd at Rome. Being primarily dcfign'd for thofe

of the Circumcifion, he begins with the temporal and hu-
man Generation of 'Jcj'iis ChriJ}^ in which the Promifes
made in a fpecial Manner to Abraham and Daz'id^ con-
cerning the MeJJiah^ were apparently fulfiU'd, which
were particular Inducements to the Jews to believe. In the

reft of his Gofpel he takes more than ordinary Notice of
thofe PalTages of our Saviour's Life which refpeded Mens
Manners and the Corruptions of the Jews; therefore he re-

lates the Sermon upon the Mount, Chri/Fs Invedives a- ;

gainft the Scribes and Pharifees.^ and the Deftrudion of Je-
rufaUm^ more largely than the other Evangelifts : But the

whole is not fo regular and methodical as the reft of the

Gofpels. That his own Country Men might receive the

greater
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greater Beiiefii: from it, he wrote it in the //ir^r^w Toi^^ue,

or rather Syriack^ the uilial Language of Palejimc^ as all the

Ancients do allert ; whole poiitive Determinations we cannot

reject, without llronger Reafons than we find brought by

the modern Enquirers. The Original has been long lod,

but t^'^^ Greek Verlion remains, being made in the Time of
the Apollles, but it is uncertain by whom it was done.

Some believe it done by St. Jokt^ but A^hafiofius exprelly at-

tributes it to James Bifhop of Jerusalem. However it im-

ports not much, whether it was tranflatcd by an Apoflle or

fome Difciple, lincc the Apofllcs approv'd of the Vcr(ion,

and the Church has ever received the Greek Copy for Au-
thentick, and as Inch repos'd it in the facred Canon.
About the Beginning of the following Year, Sad after A. D.

three Years hard Labour, and many Difficulties encounter'd 42.

both in Syria and Cllicia^ returned to his own City 'Tarfus. Claud.

Here he was met by Barttahas^ w^ho probably knowing he 2.

was delign'd for a Minifter to the Uncircumcidon, gave ^^^ ,1,

him an Account of his Succefs in Anthch among the Gen- 15-. ao-

tiles^ and defir'd his Affitlance in that Place. Which being J^fc^^*

a large and populous City, the third in the Empire, and the

Refidence of the Roman Governor of the Eaft, Saul readily

attended him thither, and continued with him preaching the

Gofpel for a whole Year with extraordinary Succefs. A-
bout the Time of SauV% Arrival, the Governor was chang'd

;

PetroMiHs was recall'd from his Government, and Ublus:

Marfus fent in his Room ; a Perfon not fo great a Friend
to the Jevjs^ at leatl not to their King Agrippa^ as the o-
ther. For in the fame Year Agrippa having turn'd his Care
chiefly upon the City Jerufalem^ to ihew fome Marks of
his Magnificence, began to fortifie and enlarge the Walk
of the New City, in luch manner, that if finifh'd it would
have been an impregnable Fortrcfs. But Marfus^ jealous

of the Greatnefs of this Prince, fo reprefented the Danger
of this Attempt to Claudius his Mafter, that he thought fit

to lay his Commands upon him to delift from the Under-
taking.

This fame Year is remarkable for a groat Famine that

hapncd in Rome^ which is not the fame with that mentioned
inA^s II. this being particular, and that general. And this

is the Year, viz. the fecond of CUuMuSj in which Baroni-
as, and moll of the Roman Writers, will have St. Peter to
have gone to Rome.^ and founded the Bifhoprick there, he
himfclf continuing Bilhop of the Place twenty five Years,
'till his Martyrdom. This is an Opinion in which they

are very pofitive \ but after the moft diligent Search, we can

S 4 find
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find no real Foundation for it ; but on the contrary, to us
ir appears repugnant to the AAs of the ApoftUs^ to the Epi-
ftles of St. Paul^ to the moft evident Circumftances in Chro-
nology, and likewife to the Teftimony of the Ancients,

particularly Origen and Ladanttus^ who mention St.Pe-z^r's

coming to Rome in the latter part of his Days, under the

Reign o^ Nero. So that we mull: defer thisSubjcd tofome
more probable Year of his Arrival at Rome,

^. 1V • Tho' Agrippa was difappointed of his Defigns in

ri^^rl Jf^'j^^^^i y^t he omitted no Opportunity of difplaying his
Claud. Giandeur, but in Imitation of the Rrmans^ at immenfe

3* Charges built a magnificent Theatre and Amphitheatre, to-
JS'fh. gether with large Baths and Porticos at Berytns in Phoem-

cta ; all which he dedicated in the third Year of Claudius.,

with all imaginable Pomp and Splendor, as all Kinds of
Muiick and Feaftings, Plays and Spe£lacles, with a formal
Battel of 1400 Malefa6l:ors, like the y?(?w2^» Gladiators. Af-
ter which he repaired to Ttbcrtdi^ his Uncle Herod's Seat
by the Sea of Galilee., where he entertained no lefs than five

Kings at one Time, namely, Antiochus King of Comagena.,

Sampfigcran King of the Emefens^ Cotys King of the leffer

Armenia., Polemon King of Fontus., and his Brother Herod
King of Chalets. To thefe alfo came the Roman Governor
MArfus^ whom he met out of the City to (liew his Refpeft

to the Empire ; but fuch an Interview of Kings, riding all

in the fame Chariot with Agrippa^ caus'd Marfus to fuipeft

a dangerous Alliance; therefore without confidering the

Rules of Hofpitality, he immediately gave a particular Or-
der for each of them to depart into their own Country.

Which A^lion caus'd Agrippa to hate him, and afterwards

to ufc all his Endeavours, by Writings and other Means, to

procure the Emperor to remove Marfus from his Govern

r

ment oi Syria. At his Return to Jerufalem., he miade a

third Change of the Priefthood, taking it from Matthias^

who had held it about two Years, and giving it to Elio-

Kceus the Son of Cithccns,

jtcii II. About the fame Time, Saul and B^r;?^^^^ having preach'd
ao-i^. a Year at Antloch., where were above 200000 Souls, gain'd

Ground daily ; and the Believers became fo numerous and

conliccrable, that in this City they firft obtain'd the honour-

able Name of CHRISTIANS, about ten Years after our

Saviour's Afceniion ; which Name foon fpread, and in a

fhort Time prevailed all over the World. They wxre for-

merly call'd Nazarenes and Galileans by the Jews., but a-

mong themfelvcs, Difciples^ Believers^ Saints^ Brethren^
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and thofe of the Church:, but from hence forward the Name
of Nazarenes or Nazarites was fix'd upon thofe Jew'tjh

Converts, who mix'd the Law and the Gofpel, and com-
pounded a Religion out of Judatj'm and Chrtft'ianity. Some
fay the Name of Chnftiam was given to the Believers by

Evodius^ newly madeBifhop oi Ancioch'm^t.Pet^T^Koom'y

and others obferve that the Word: ;teiiurfr/<T«^ us'd h"^ St. Luke
implies the thing to have been done by feme publick A61,

and Declaration of the whole Church, fuch being the ufeof
the Word in the Imperial Edids and Proclamations of thofe

Times. In the fame Year, certain Perfons who at that

Time had the Gift of Prophefie came from Jerufalem to

this City ; one of whom nam'd Agabus^ by the Spirit of

God foretold that there fhould be a great Famine through

many Parts of the World, which occaiionM the Chr'tftlans

carefully to provide againft it, it hapning in '.he following

Year, and fourth of Claudius^ when Contributions were
made in many Provinces.

In the fame Year that the Believers were call'd Chrtftians^

and thivd^of Claudius., it is generally fupposM that a fecond

Gofpel was publifli'd, namely, that of St. Mark., about two
Years after Si. Matthew's ; tho' as to the Time of Writing,

both are uncertain, efpecially this latter. St. Mark was of
the Tribe of Levi^ and one of the Seventy; and mod
probably was not the fame Mark^ who is fo often nam'd in

the A6ls of the Apoftles, and St. Paul's, Epiftles. He is

fuppos'd to be a Kinfman of St. Feter''s ; however he was
his conftant Attendant and Companion in his Travels, fup-

plying the Place of an Amanueniis and Interpreter. Having
wrote his Gofpel, which we are alTiir'd was done at the In-

treaty of the Converts at Rome., St. Peter perusM it, rati-

fy'd it with his Authority, and commanded it to be publick-

ly read in the religious Airemblics. It was frequently llifd

St. Peter s Gofpei, not fo much upon the Account of its

being di6tated by him, as becaule he principally compos'd it

out of thofe Difcourfcs which St. Peter ufually deliver'd to

the People. Whereas St. Matthew begins his Gofpel at,

and fomewhat before, the Birth of our blefTed Saviour ;

St, Mark begins his at the firlt Preaching of John Bap-
tift; fo that the whole conlifts of lefs than four Years
Tranfadions, all deliver'd in a fuccin61: and regular Me-
thod. And tho' in feveral Places he fccms to epitomife

St. Matthew
^

yet in fome Paffages he is more large

and particular ; and that he might not fhew the leaft Par-
tiality, he would not fparc his dear Tutor and Mafter

. • . , ., . Peter^
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^.eur^ in his Account of his Laple and Denial, which he
reprcicnts with greater Aggravations than the other Evan-
geh"fts. As to the lail Chapter of his Gofpel, or part of it,

iaid to be wanting in moll: Greek Copies, and by fome re-

je^iled, as partly dilagreeing with the other Gofpels, St. Je-
rom has fo well reconcil'd them, that he makes them fairly

confident witli each other. It is generally faid that this

Gofpel was written at llome^ when ^t. Peter was there;
xvhich if true, it was written much later than the Time we
have allign'd; for which Reafon, many believe it was writ-
ten in hdt'tn\ but this is contrary to St.Aufti?is and St. Je-
ram's Opinion, and has no Pretence to fupport it, befides a
iingle Note at the End of the Syriack Veriion of this Go-
fpel, which Note is of very uncertain Antiquity and Au-
thority.

Av D. ^^"^ ^^^ faurth Year of Clatidtus^ the Famine foretold by

44. y^g^^^s growimg ftv cve^ the Chrijiians of Antioch^ makings
Claud. Colledion for the Friends in Judva^ fent it by the Hands of

A Barnabas and Saul^ who were made Stewards of the Church's

jiQi ir.
^o^y- Before their Arrival, in the Beginning of the Year,

30. ' the Church at Jerufalem began to 'fuller extreamly from the
ChAf.iu Ads of King Herod Agrippa^ who being zealous of theMo-

faick Rites, and delirous to ingratiate himfelf with th^Jews^
rais'd a iliarp Perfecution againil: the Chr'tftiam^ who for

near ten Years had met with no great Difturbance in Jeru-
falem. And that he might not fliil in his popular Deligns,

he (truck at the Apoftles thcmfelves, and began with one of
the Sons of Thunder^ James the Son oiZebedee^ whofe brave

and adive contending for the Truth had render'd him a fit

Objedl for his Turn: Therefore without Delay he con-
<iemn'd James to Death. As he was led out to the Place

of Martyrdom, Clemens Alexandrinus td\s us, that the Offi-

cer that guarded him, or rather his Accufer, having been
convinc'd by the extraordinary Courage and Conitancy he

fhewM at his 7>ial, repented of his Facl, fell down at this

Apoftle's Feet, and heartily delir'd Pardon for what he had
done. The holy Martyr, after a little Surprize, and a Paufe,

rais'd him up, embraced and kifs'd him, crying. Peace be to

ihee^ my Son: Upon which the other publickly profefs'd

himfelfa Chrlfilan^ and fo both were beheaded at the f^me
Time. And thus fell St. James^ firnam'd the Great, the

Apoflolick Protomartyr, the firft of that Number that gain'd

the Crown, chearfully taking that Cup, which he had long
^incc told his Lord he was ready to drink ; having fitted

himfelf for it by his great Temperance and Auilerities,,

Thishapned juft before the Paifover, eleven Years sifter our

I, 2.
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Saviour's Crucifixion, ten after St. Stephen's Martyrdom,

and about four after the firfl Call of the Gentiles.

CHAP. IV.

From the Martyrdom ^/^ James, the frjl ofthe

Apoftles-f to the End of the firfl Cotmcil in

the Chriflian Churchy namely^ at Jerufa-

lem.

Containing the Term of ahont five Tears.

In|r^HE Death of the Apoflle James^ who was a Lea- jk^
j)^

• I dcr and Governor of the Church, was more plea- ..^

-- fing to the Jews^ than of a Multitude of private Claud.
Chriftians\ therefore Herod-Agrippa^ that he might farther ,^

ingratiate himfclf with the Rulers, proceeded to apprehend ^^^ ^

Feter alfo, well knowing how acceptable fuch a Sacrifice 3.. 17.

would be. And having imprifon'd him, he appointed four

Quaternions or lixteen Soldiers to guard him, four at a
Time, according to the Watches of the Night, defigning

immediately after the Feaft of the PafTover to bring him
forth to the Jews^ and have him executed. Thefe Pro-
ceedings caus'd great Sorrow and Afflidion to the Chrijii-

ans in Jerufalem^ who incelfantly fent up their fervent

Prayers to Heaven for his Deliverance; w'hich fo prcvail'd,

that the Night before his intended Execution, God purpofe-

ly fent an Angel from Heaven, w^ho coming to the Prifon,

found him fait afleep between two of his Keepers, free

from bodily Fears, tho' in the utmofl Danger, and in the

Confines of Death. The Angel, all furrounded withBright-
nefs and Light, gently ftruck him on the Side, rais'd him
up, knock'd otf his Chains, and bad him gird on his Gar-
ments, and follow him. Peter obey'd hhn, and having
pafs'd the firll and fecond Guards, they came to a great

iron Gate leading into the City, which opcn'd to them of
its own accord ; and having gone through one Street, the

Angel departed from him. Peter tho' obfervant of the

Angel's Call, yet being fcarcely awak'd, thought himfelf
in fome Trance, and his Deliverance only imaginary ; but
being left alone, and plac'd beyond Danger, he perceir'd it;

was
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was real, and could not but thankfully acknowledge God's
Goodnels in his miraculous Efcape from Agrippa and the

Jews, And that he might comtort the Chnfttans^ whom
he knew to be under great Afflidions tor his Sufferings, he
fril went to the Houie of /jltry the Mother oi John-Mark^
where many of them were at that Time met to pray for

him. Knocking at the Door, the Maid call'd Rhoda^ who
came to let him in, perceiving it was his Voice, being over-
joy'd, ran back to tell theiji, that Peter himfelf was at the

Door. Which they at firfl look'd upon as the meer Effe6t

of Fright and Fancy, but flie ftill affirming it, they conclu-
ded it was his Angel, or fome particular Meflenger from
him, or perhaps fome Angel in his Shape. The Door be-

ing open, they were extreamly furprii'd with Joy and Won-
der; but he briefly informed them of the Manner of his

great Deliverance, charging them to acquaint James "audi the

Brethren, and then withdrew himfelf to a Place of greater

Secrecy and Security.

In the Morning there was no little Confufion among the

Soldiers, by Reaibn of Feter^ Efcape ; and Agrippa finding

himfelf dilappointed in his chiefelt Deligns, in a great Rage
commanded the Keepers to be put to Death, and departed

from Jerufalem to Ccejarea. While he was here, he pro-

ciaim'd folemn Games, and feftival Entertainments in Ho-
nour of the Emperor, which caus'd a great . Confluence of
the Nobility and Magiitrates from all Parts ofthe Country

;

among thefe the Amiaffadors from Tyre and Sidrm^ by the

Mediation of Blaftus the King's Chamberlain, beg'd Peace

and Friendfhip, iince their Country was fupported by his,

cfpecialiy in this Time of Scarcity. Agrippa^ tho' highly

dilpleas'd at them, appointed them a Day of Audience,
which was the fecond of the Solemnity ; and early enter-

ing the publick Theatre, he fat upon his Throne, glorioufly

array'd with magnificent Robes of Silver TifTue, which
encountring with the Beams of the rifing Sun, reflected fuch

Luftre upon the Eyes of the People, as begat an equal Won-
der and Veneration in them. Upon his making an Orati-

on to the Ambaffadors, the People, prompted by fome Flat-

terers gave a Shout, and with loud Acclamations cry'dout,

It is the Voice §f a God^ and not of a Man I adding alfo

fome Tokens of Adoration. This impious Applaule was
received by Agrippa^ without any kind of Diflike, or Senfe

of the Injury done to the fupreme Being of the World; but

a fudden Accident chang'd the Scene, for looking up, he

efpy'd an Owl fitting upon a Rope over his Head, which
he
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he immediately beheld as the fatal Meflenger of his Death,
as ft had formerly been of his Profperity. At the fame Iii-

ilant, an Angel from Heaven, probably the fame that deli-

vered Peter^ llruck him, becaufe he gave not God the Glo-
ry ; and he v^as fuddenly fciz'd with an incurable Melan-
choly, and exquifite Torments in his Bowels. Then turn-

ing to thofe about him, he faid, Behold the Deity you ad-

wtr*d^ and your [elves convinc'd of Flattery and Fatjhood\ fee
me here by the haws of Fate condemn''d to die^ whom jlift novj

you ft'iVd Immortal. Being remov'd into the Palace, his

Pains Hill encreas'd, and tho' the People mourn'd and vv^ept,

failed and prayM for his Life and Health, yet the divine

Vengeance never left him, but his acute Torments dif-

patch'd him in five Days^ being devour'd v^rith Worms af-

ter a miferable Manner.
Thus dy'd Herod-Agrippa^ the firft Prince that dipp'd his Jopfk,

Hands in the Blood of the Apollles, having reign'd, tho*

not in full Power, between feven and eight Years. He
left behind him one Son nam'd Agrippa^ about feventeen

Years of Age, and three Daughters, Berenice married to

her Uncle Herod^ Mariamne betroth'd to Julias Archelaus^

and Drufilla betroth'd to Epiphancs^ Son to the King of
Comagena. Upon the News of Agrippas Death, the Inha*

bitants of Ccefarea and Sebafte or Samaria^ Cities built by
Herod the Great, threw out great Reproaches againft the

dead Prince, and the common Soldiers unanimoufly drag-

ing his and his Daughters Statues out of the Palace, brought
them into the Brothel Houfes, and abus'd them after a
fcandalous Manner ; and making Feafts and Banquets, they

adorn'd themfelves with Garlands, and made Offerings to

Charon for Joy of the King's Death. At the fame Time
young Agrippa was with the Emperor at Rome^ and wou'd
imdoubtcdly have obtained all his Father's Kingdom, but
Claudius was eaiily overaw'd by his Freedmen and Favou-
rites, who reprefented to him how dangerous it was to

commit fuch a Kingdom to a Perfon lefs than eighteen

Years of Age. Upon which he appointed a particular

Friend call'd Cufpius Fadus to be Prelident not only o^ Ju-
diea but alfo of all Agrippd's Dominions ; fo that all Pa-
leftine now became fubjecl to Roman Governors, and in a
manner diftind from Syria ; for Claudius in Memory of his

deceased Friend, wou'd not permit his Enemy Marfus to

a6i: any thing in his Dominions. And farther he command-
ed Fadus to chailize the Cccfareans and Sebaftians for their

.Injury to their dead King, and the Affront to his Daugh-
ters ; and he defiguM to have removed the Roman Soldiers

into
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into worfe Quarters, but he was prevaird upon to conti-

nue them there, who afterwards prov'd the Beginning of

the molt grievous Calamities to the Jews.

JJ. About the Time of Agrippa's Death, which ended

the Ihort Pcrfecution of the Church, Scml 2ind Barnal^as h3.\''

ing difpos'd of their Contributions to tlie Chriftians in Je-
ruj'alem and Jndcca^ rcturn'd back to the City of Antwch.

In which City, as the Scripture obfervcs, there were then

certain Teachers, of the Number of the Seventy, endued
with prophetick Gifts belides themfelves ; namely, Simeon

who was call'd Niger^ Luchis of Cyreae^ whomfome fup-

pofe to have been St. Luke the Evangelilt, and Manaen^ a

Perfon of that Rank and Quality, that he had been educat-

ed with Herod the Tetrarch. While thefe five were engag'd

in the Duties of Prayer and Fading, and other publick Ex-
crcifes of their Religion, the Spirit of God, by fome fenli-

ble Afflatus^ or Revelation to the Perfons prefent, com-
manded that Barnabas and Saul fhouM be fet apart for that

peculiar Miniftry to which God had defign'd them. This
Call was accordingly obey'd, and having failed and pray'd,

the relt folemnly laid their Hands .upon thefe two, to denote

their particular and fpecial Deiignation to that Service ;

which was to be Miniders of the Uncircumcilion, it being

now a fccond Time confirm'd by the Mouth of Heaven.
From this joint Commitfion Barnabas alfo obtain'd the

Name of an Apoftle, not only among the later Writers,

but with St. Paul himfelf, i Cor. 9. 5-, 6. and St. Luke^ Ads
14. 4. upon which Account St. Jerorn calls him the fourteenth

Apoflle, and the Greek and Latm Church ever honoured

him as fuch. But before their Departure, Saul was taken

up into the third Heaven or Paradife; and that he might be

every way fitted for his Apoftolate, was admitted to the

Knowledge and Sight of the inefiable Myllerics of Heaven,
and the Glories of God, which Men can neither exprefs

nor comprehend. This was done, as we may reafonably

imagine, to equalize him with the very chicfeft Apoftles in

Knowledge and Revelation, that he might be encouraged

boldly to preach the Gofpel to a Pagan and Idolatrous

World, in hopes of the Enjoyment of that Glory of which
he had fo noble a Profped. But left he Ihou'd be exalted

above Meafure with the great Abundance of his Revelati-

ons, and fo be unfit to compafllonate the Feeble and the

Tempted, God permitted him to be tempted by fome tur-

bulent and unruly Lufts, through the Miniftry of Satan's

Agents, which he calls a Thorn in the Flep., by which he

\N'as
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was fo humbled and affli6led, that he befought God thrice

to remove it from him; but the divine Wifdom thought fit

to continue it in fuch a Strength all his Life, that had not

he given him a Sufficiency of Grace, and excited him to con-

flant Mortification, he had become a Call-away, as he in-

iinuates himfelf in i Cor. 9. 27.

Not long before Saul and Barnabas were thus feparatcd ^*f*^^

for the Miniltry, Fadus arrived in his Government of Pa^
leftine^ being the feventh JHoman Governor after the Banilli-

ment of Archelaus. At his lirft Entrance he found the Jews
beyond Jordan up in Arms againft the Philadelphia's^ about

the Limits of a certain Town call'd Mia^ well furnilh'd

with valiant Men. Fadus was highly dilplcas'd becaufethe

Matter was not referred to him, as it ought to have been ;

therefore apprehending three of the principal Ringleaders,

he executed one call'd Armibas^ and banilh'd the other twa.
Shortly after he undertook to clear Judcca of Thieves and
Robbers, and made an Example of the chief of them call'd

Tholoma;Hs^ who had committed great Ravages in Idumcea.

and Arabia. In the lame Year, while the Famine rag'd in

Paleftjne.^ Flelena Queen of Adicbena on the Confines of K-

AJfyria and Mefopotamia., having been converted to th^Jew-
ip Religion by fome Merchants, came to vifit the Temple
oijerufalem., to worfliip the true God, and pay her Vows.
Here fiie brought great Riches and large Prefents, and find-

ing many Jews in a llarving Condition, llie immediately
fent Mony out of her own Purfe to Alexandria in JEgypt
to buy a large Quantity of Wheat, ziA likewife to the 1-

fland of C);/^/'/// for Figs for the Relic "of the Poor; all which
was effected in a Ihort Time, and her Bounty highly ap-

plauded. Alfo her Son Izates.^ who had likewife been can-
verted to the fame Religion, hearing of the DiilrelTes of the

Jews by Famine, generoufly fent Mony to the chief Ma-
giftrates at Jerufalem to diilribute to the Neccffitous.

At the beginning of the following Year, CaJJlus Longi- A. D>
nus was lent Governor of Syria in the Room of Marfus ; a^.

and both he and Fadus., taking a confiderable Force, enter'd Claud,
the City Jerufalem., declaring to the Priejis and Governors, 5-.

Thai it was the Emperor^s Commands., That all the High- J»i*ih,

Prieffs Robes and Ornaments Jloou^d be again lodg'd in the

Caftle Antonia, that they might be at the Romans Difpofal^

as before VitelliusV Time. The Rulers durll not contra-
did this Command, but after many Entreaties, and upon
depofing their Children for Hoftages, they obtain'd Leave
of Fadus and Longinus to fend Ambafladors to the Empe-
ror, to petition him to continue their Privileges, and to wait

his
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his Anfwcr. Young Agrippa was then at Rome^ and attend-

ing upon Claudius^ which caus'd the AmbalFadors to apply

themllives firfl to him, who earnellly interceding with the

Emperor for his Country Men, gain'd the Caufe, and a De-
cree in their Favour. About the fame Time, Herod YJ^n^ of
Chalets^ by a Petition to CUud-ius^ obtained full Power over the

Temple at Jemfdlcm^ and the facred Treafury, and Autho-
rity ofchufmg the High-Prieds; by which Authority he made
Jofephus Camus High-Prieft, and depos'd Samn Cantharus^

wlio had formerly been depriv'd by King Agrippa in the

Year 41, and probably had ufurp'd that Dignity fince his

Death. In the fame Year a Magician, or Falfe-Meffiah

caird Theudas ( not the Perfon mentioned' Ads y. 36. ) per-

fuaded great Multitudes of the Jews to take all their Riches

with them, and tollow him to the River Jordan^ promi-

iing them, that the River fliou'd divide it felf as in the Days
of Jojhua and Elias^ and aftbrd them a free PalTage. But
Fadus fufpe6ling a Rebellion, fent a ftrong Body of Horfe,

who fuddenly charging thefe deluded People, kilTd great

Numbers, and took many Prifoners ; among whom was
l^heudas himfelf, whofe Head was ftricken otf, and after-

wards fent to Jerufalem.

HI " ^^^ twelve Years after our blefTcd Saviour's Afcen-

fion, all the Apoftles belides St. Paul, had in a manner con-

fin'd themfelves to ycrufalem and Palefttne ; but now the

Time was come, that they were to difpcrfe themfelves, and
preach the Gofpel in all Parts of the World, according to

their Lord's Command, as appears from Clemens Alexan-

drimis, and Apnllonius, a Writer of the fecond Century.

Many believe that before their Departure they composed

that Creed, call'd the Apoflles Creed, and thofe Canons
caird the Apoftles Canons ; but moft learned Men arc fatif-

fy'd that they are both the Compofures of later Times, tho'

the former is acknowledged to be the Summary of the A-
poflles Do6trine. It is generally affirm'd by the Ancients,

that the Apoftles agreed among themfelves, what Parts of
the World they lliould take ; and this according to fomc
was done by way of Lot, tho' probably not without the

Guidance and Diredion of the Holy Ghoft. According to

this Divilion St. Pf^crwent into Pontus, Galatia, and thofe

other Provinces of the leffer Afia, at firft confining his La-
bours to the Ji.^ws in thofe Parts ; but whether he went to

Rome before the Council of Jeriifalern, and met the famous
Phtlo there, as fofne are of Opinion, we cannot determine;

only if he did fo, it is almoft unquellionable that he made
two
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two Joumies to that City. St. Andrew had thofe vaft

Northern Countries of Scytbia and Sogdia^a allotted to his

Portion ; tho' afterwards "he is fuppos'd to return towards

Greece^ and to have founded the Biilioprick of Bizantuim.

St. Johis Portion v/as partly the fame with Peters^ name-
ly, the lelPer Afia ; tho* it is believ'd he did not immediate-

ly enter upon his Charge, but ilay'd fome Years in Jeru-

Jalem^ till after the blelled Virgin's Death. St. Philip had

the Upper Afia appointed him with fome Parts of Scytkia

and Colchis. The Hither India^ commonly callM Arabia.

l\ilix^ was allotted to ^t, Bartholomevj ; into which Parts

he carryM the Gofpel of ^t. Matthew. St. Matthew him*
felf preach'd the Gofpel in the Afiatick ALthiopia by Chal-

dit'a., Perjia., and Parthia : But Parthia was more particu-

larly allotted for St, 'thc/mas^ who alfo preach'd to the/j>'/"-

camaiis^ Badrians^ and Padmns. St. J^?;2*?x the Lcfs' being Bi-

i'hopotjerufcdcm., continu'd principally in that City, withfo
much amiable Goodnefs and Difcretion, that his greatell Ene-
mies had a Veneration for him. St. Simo'a had for his Porti-

on, JEgypt., Cyrcne.^ Lybia^ and Ma.'rritama. St.J^sde had.Sy-

ria and Mefopotamia ; and St. Matthias.^ Cappaaocia and
Colchis. Of all their Travels and A6i:ions, we have but a

very lliort and uncertain Account ; tho' afterwards we iliall

fay fomcthing more of each.

In the mean Time the thirteenth Apoftle Saul^ having a&s 15.

been feparated with Barnabas by the immediate Command 4-"«

of Heaven, departed with him from A^tioch to Sek^cia^ a

City of Syria., adjoining to the Sea, from whence they took
Shipping "for Cyprus, a famous Ifland not far diftant in the

Meditcrra/7ea» Sea. In Salamisy oiie of the chief Cities of
the Ifle, they firft began the Minilterial Office; and tho' they

were fent principally to the Gentiles,, yet ufually they firil

preach'd the Gofpel in the Synagogues of the Jews ; J')h}j.

Mark., who accompany'd them thither, attending theirMo-
tions, and doing many Offices in the Church, efpecially a-

bout the Poor. And palling through the lile, they arriv'd

at Paphos., a large City on the Weitern Parts, and the Seat

of the Roman Proconful, or Governor of the Ille, which
was then Sergius Paidus,, a Man of great Wifdom and Pru-
dence, but unhappily feduc'd by the magical Illufions of a

yewijh Sorcerer, nam'd Barjejus or Etymas. Upon their

Preaching there, the Governor, having been inform'd-.of

fomething extraordinary, fent to the Apoltles to hear their

Do(9:rine himfelf : But Elymas fearing to lofe fo great an
Admirer, induilrioufly oppos'd his good Intentions, and
us'd all Methods to divert him ftoia the Belief of Chrift.

T Saul
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Saul being in the Prefence of the Governor, and infpired

with a noble Zeal, fixM his Eyes uponjK/)'^^;, andfolemn-

ly declared him a Child of the Devil^ a Wrenh full of Sub-

tilty and Malice^ and an Enemy to all Goodnefs^ in pervert-

ing the right IVay of the Lord : For which Rcafon the Hand
of Heaven vJds upon him^ vjhich JJjou*d Jlrike hirh. blind^ and
deprive him of the Sight of the Sun for a Seafon. Upon de-

nouncing thefe Words, the Magician was immediately

firuck blind, and couM not go without leading ; the Ven-
geance of God juftly punifhing that Man with the Lofs of
his bodily Eyes, who had fo wilfully fhut the Eyes of his

Mind againft the Light of the Gofpel, and had endeavour'd

to keep others in fo much Blindnefs and Darknefs.
^f^s 13. This was the firft Miracle we find Wrought among the
»»>»3- Gentiles^ which was fo aftoniihing to the Governor, that

he himfelf immediately became a Convert to the Chrijiian

Faith. Nor had it a lefs Efted upon the Magician, ac-

cording to Origen and St. Chryjofiom^ who afTure us, That
his Punifliment wrought fuch a Remorfe in his Heart, that

he repented and believ'd, and together with his Sight reco-

vered the Knowledge of Ghrift^ and the Vilion of the Sun
of Righteoulhcfs. And from this T'ime, forwards, Saul

w^as always call'd Faul^ a Name poflibly given him by the

Houfhold of Sergius Paulm^ or perhaps at his Gircumciii-

on; fo that tho' he was call'd Saul as long as he conversed

with thejews^ Syrians^ and Arabians'^ yet afterwards, when
he was in a fpecial Manner fent to the Gentiles^ the Greeks^

and the Romans^ he then had the Name of Paul given him,

as being more agreeable to them. After this fuccefsful Vi-

^ory over the Power of Satan^ Paul continu'd a while at

Paphos^ and probably made feveral Converts in that City,

which had been remarkable for the Worfhip of Venm^ the

tutelar Goddefs of the Illand, who had a famous Temple
dedicated to her here, wherein (lie was ferv'd with the mofl
Wanton and immodeft Rites and Solemnities From this

City Paul remov'd with all his Company, and leaving Cy-
prw^ fail'd to Perga in Pamphilia, a Country in the lefler

yljia^ North-Wcfl from Cyprus ; in which City was a re-

Inarkable Temple dedicated to Diana. Here John Mark
being weary of his itinerant Courfe of Life, and the Ha-
zards and Dangers attending it, took his Leave of the A-
poAles, and rcturn'd to Jerufalem ; which laid the Foun-
dation of an unhappy Difference that broke out between
Paul and Barnabas afterwards. Here it is mofl: probable
Paul firfl: took T^itus to be his Afliftant inftead of Mark^ a

young Grecian Convert of the Ifle of Crete.

The
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The two Apoftles ftay'd not long at Perga^ nor in the A. D.
a'djoining Towns, but travell'd 70 or 80 Miles North- 46.

wards to a City call'd Anuoch^ the Metropolis of Pifidta^ Claud,

another Province of the lefler Afia ; from whence they knew 6.

it wou'd be mod proper to difperfe the Knowledge of the ^^\[ '^

Gofpel into the neighbouring Regions. In this City, on
^^"^^'

t)\^ firll Sabbath Day, they enter'd the Synagogue among
the other Jews^ where they were courteouily invited by

the Rulers of the Synagogue to make a Defcant upon the

LefTons out of the Law and the Prophets, jufl: before read

to the Aflembly, according to the Cuilom. Whereupon
Paul took that Opportunity to preach Jefus Chrifl^ and fo-

lemnly requiring the Jews Attention, he firft declar'd the

many fignal Mercies and Favours that God in former A-
ges had fiiewn to thofe of their Nation, particularly, by a
miraculous Deliverance of them from phe Egyptian Slavery

\

by fatiently bearing with their forty Tears Murmurings in the

Wildernefs ; by expelling feven Nations out of the Land of
Canaan, that T'hey might enjoy fo rich and pieafant a Coun-
try ; by giving them a SucceJJion of Judges and Deliverers^

for four hundred and fifty Tears ; and by giving them Kings

^

efpecially David, a Perfon according to his own Heart and
Mind^ to whom he gave the Promife^ That the Meffiah^o;^'^

be of his Pofierity^ which Promife he had lately fulfilld in

the Perfon 0/ Jefus. For tho* that great Perfon^ who was in-

deed the Saviour of the Worlds had met with cruel and bar-

barous Ufage from their Brethren the Jews at Jerufalem, be-

ing crucify"*d and flain by them
;
yet this was no more than

what the former Prophets had foretold jhou^d happen to the

Meiliah. And moreover:^
there were fo many convincing K-

vidences to prove that Truth^ that it coiCd not reafunably be

quejiiond\ for not only John Baptiil, who was fent before to

make Way for his Comings and to qualifie Men for the Recep-

tion of him by the Baptifm of Repentance^ did openly and
plainly declare Jefus to be the Meffiah, which he had learnt

by immediate Revelation ; but alfo God himfelfgave a De-
monftration of it^ in raifing him from the Dead^ according

to theProphefies deliver''d concerning him^ and injhewinghim
after his Refurredion to Multitudes of Witneffes then alive.

All which was exadly agreeable to the Pfalmift^s Words^
ivhere God had declar''d him. ' his Son^ and that he Jhou'dnot
*" fee Corruption ; which was never accompltjh^d in the Per-

fon of Dx^'id. IVherefore finee the Forgivenefs of Sins^ and

'Jufl'ification^ which was not attainable by the Law ofMofes,

was now tender''d to them by believing in Jefus, they ought

to beware how they contemned fitch free Mercy and Grace

^

T 2 leji
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Icfl they brought upon thsmfches that prophetical Curfc^ which
God had threatncd to the Jews of old for their great Negled-

and Contumacy.

This Dlfcourfe met with a double Effe6l ; the Gentiles

who were unacquainted with fuch kinds of Do6^rine, de-

lir'd better Information in the Truth of it the following:

Sabbath ; and the Jews^ who- waited for Redemption \\x

Jfracl^ with the Profelytes of the Gate, believ'd and attend-

ed on Paul and Barnabas for farther Inftru6lion ; who ear-

neflly exhorted them to perfevere in the Faith, notwith-

Iknding the greateft Difcouragements. The next Sabbath

almofl: the whole City flock'd to the Synagogue to be their-

Auditors, which when the Jews faw, a6i:ed by a Spirit of
Envy and Contempt, they proceeded to blafpheme, and to

contradidl the Apoftles. Whereupon they, with no little

Courage and Boidncfs, declar'd, That tho* they zuere com-

mifjio'nd to preach to the J^w^ firft^ yet finee they hadfkevjn
themfehes fuch obflinate Infidels^ and render"*d thernfelves un-

zvorthy of eternal Life^ they were order d to preach to the

Gentiles, which they now refolv'^d to do\ that fo Q\ii\^zrnight

prove a Light to the Gentiles, and his Salvation extend to

the utrnoft Limits of the World This extenlive Promife
was highly pleallng to ih^Gentiles^ who magnify'dthe Word
of God, and as many of them as were prepared and dif-

pos'd for Eternal Life, hxartily clos'd with it and embrac'd
it. The Apoftles not only preach'd in the City but alfo in

the neighbouring Country with great Succefs, which ftill

farther exafberated the Jews., who to carry on their Re-
venge, engag'd fome of the devout and honourable Wo-
men, with fome of the principal Men of the City, who
being led by a blind Zeal, perfecuted them, and forc'd them
from the Place. Whereat Paul and Barnabas., fhaking off

the Dud of their Feet, as a Teftimony againfl: their Ingra-

titude and Infidelity, departed f^om thence ; leaving many
Converts behind them, who were fill'd with a fpiritual Joy,
and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft.
The two Apollles took their Journey Eaftward, above a

hundred Miles, to Iconium., the 'Metropolis of Lycaonia^ a-

nother Province of the lefltr Afta., where they again enter'd

the Jewijh Synagogues, notwithftanding the ill Treatment
they had receiv'd from the Jews in all Places. According
to their ufual Courfe they began their Preaching there,

whicii was attended with fuch Succefs, that great Numbers
both of jews and of Gentiles were converted to the Faith ;

and this encourag'd them to continue a long Time in that

City, inUruSing and teaching the Believers more fully,

and-
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and confirming their Dodrine by Sig^s and Miracles. But
tho' they had gain'd a conliderabl.e Part of the City, yet

there remain'd many unbeh'eviijg Jews., who according to

their ufual Malice, excited the GeKtil^s againfl them, and
by Calumnies render'd them ill sitiie61:ed to the Chriftia?2s ;

and being arm'd by the City M^giib-ate's Authority, they

refolv'd to have the Apoltles apprehended and ftoned. But
they two having warning of their Delfgns, timely wirhdrew
themfelvcs, and fled to the next Cities of the fame Pro-
vince, Lyjira and Derive ; and there continuing, preach'd

the Gofpel to the Inhabitants of thofe Cities, and to the

People of the adjoining Parts. At Lyftra they faw an im-
potent Cripple, lame from his Birth, who had never walk'd;

and Paul., perceiving by his attentive Behaviour at his Preach-

ing that he had Faith to be fav'd, thought fit to add the

Cure of his Body to that of his Soul ; and that the Mira-
cle might be more confpicuous, he fpake out aloud in the

midft ofthe Afifembly, Stand upright on thy Feet \ and imme-
diately the Cure was etfe61:ed, and he both walk'd andleap'd.

This Miracle amaz'd all the Lvftrlans^ who being fenfible

of a divine Power in the Work, cry'd out in the Lycaoni-

an Tongue, T'hat the Gods were come down to the?n m hn -

man Shape ! taking Barnabas for "J^ipker., and Paul for

Mercury^ the firfl for his venerable Gravity, and the other

for his powerful Elocution. And according to the idola-

trous Worfhip in thofe Times, they proceeded to offer Sa-

crifice to them ; and the Pried of Jupiter brought Oxen
and Garlands for thatpurpofe. But as foon as the Apoftles

perceiv'd it, in Abhorrence of this fuperilitious Attempt,
they rent their Clothes, and running in among the People,
declared, That they were m'tftaken in theObjed of their IVor-

jloip
;
for that notivithftanding their Miracles^ they were n9

more than Men., and of like Pajjlons with themfehes ; and
that the chief End of their Preaching was to turn them from
the idolatrous Worjhip of Creatures., to that of the living God^

whu had created Heaven and Earthy and the Sea., and alt

Things contained in them ; whom they had long defrauded of
his due Honour., tho' he gave them convincing Arguments of
his Being and Providence., doing them good., giving them Rain.

f.nd fruitful Seafons., and fo filling them with hood and Glad-

nefs. The Apoftles having with muc!.-i Difficulty rcfirain'd

their Superfiition and Sacrifices, the Peoples Minds m a
fhort Time turn'd to the other Extream ; and by the Infii-

gations of fome Jews who had feen the Apoifles at Antioch

and Iconium^ they took Paul and fton'd him, and then drew
him out of the City, luppofing him daad. Thus Panl met

T q with
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with the fame Punifhmcnt he had brought upon St. Stephen^

tho* not fo fatally; for as the Difciplcs were attending up-

on his Corps, he luddenly reviv'd, and returning firft into

the Citv, departed the next Day with Barnabas to Derbc.

J^Pfh: This hapned in thelixth Year ot^ Claudius^ in which Year
Fadas atter two Years was remov'd from his Government
of Pale/iiKc^ andTtberius j^lexander fcut h\ his Room, being

the eighth Roman Governor after the Banifhment of Ar~
chelaus.

A. D. The two Apoftles having preach'd and converted many
47. at Derb^y proceeded no farther in their Progrefs, but re-

Claud, turn'd back again to Lyflra^ Icon'tum^ and Antloch in P//z-

7. dta^ confirming the new Converts in thofe Places in the
^£ii 14- Belief and Profeffion of Chnfttamty^ earneftly perfuading
»»--i7- them to perfeverc, and to remember, 'That they were to meet

with many Di^ficuhtes^ and Affltd'tons in the IVay to the

Kingdom of Heaven. And that all Things might Tucceed,

and the Gofpel flourifh, with Fading and Prayer, they or-

dain'd Presbyters and Paflors in every Church, and having
recommended them to the fpecial Protedion of God, took
their Leaves of them. From hence they pafs'd through
Pijidta^ and thence came to Pamphilia; and having preach 'd

to the People at Perga^ they travel I'd down to Attalta^ a

Port and the Metropolis of the Province. And thus hav-

ing at this Time finifhM the whole Circuit of their Mini-
llry, they returned by Shipping to Antioch in Syria^ from
whence they had fet out about three Years before, when
they were by the divine Command feparated for this parti-

cular Service of converting the Gentiles. And being re-

turned thither, and having alfcmbled the Church in that Ci-
ty together, they declared what God had wrought by their

Hands, how he had co-operated in their Miniftry, and how
he had open'd a large Door of Faith to the Gentiles^ fb
that great Multitudes of them were come in, and believ'd

in Jefus Chrtft.

Tacit, j[ y , In the fame Year th?t Paul and Barnabas finifh'd

^^•"' their Circuit, and returned to Antioch., which was the 7th

of Claud^rit^ and juft 8co Years after the Building of the

City of Romc.^ the Emperor ordcr'd the Celebration of the

famous Sectdar Games., as it were folemni^ing the Birth-

Day of the City: \^^hich Games were the moft folemnand
magnifi:cnt of rJl ethers rirrong the Romans., and were not

regU'.c^.ly exhibited but cnre in a hundred Years, tho' there

were but iixty four Years after the laft arider Aiigufkus. To
thefe, as at former times, all Perfons were folemnly invit-

ed
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ed by an Herauld, to be Spectators of fuch Shews as they ne-

ver [aw before^ nor ever JljotCd aga'tn^ being attended with

all imaginable Pomp and Splendor, with all Kinds of mar-

tial and cruel Exercifes, and no lefs Variety of religious

Rites, and 'Pagan Supcrftitions ; a fufficient Inftance of the

Prevalency of Idolatry in thefe Times. About the fame

Tim<^, the Emprefs MeJfaUna^ who before by her impious

Pra6lices had caus'd infinite Mifchiefs in the State, now
began to appear more publick in her Lewdnefs, and trium-

phant in her adulterous Deligns. After fhe had facrific'd

many of her Gallants, who were too deficiently fervicea-

ble to her unbounded Defires, fhe fell palTionately in Love
with C. Ciliusy the mod beautiful Youth in Komc^ whom
file oblig'd, tho' unwillingly, to divorce his Lady, that fne

might be free from all Rivals. And in the following Year A. D.
they proceeded to a notorious Expedient, impudent beyond 48.

all Example, and almoft all Belief ; which was openly and Claud,

publickly to marry each other almoft in the Emperor's Pre- 8.

fence, relying upon his flupid Blindnefs, and the tranfcen-

dent Power llie had over him. But Claudius fhortly after

being informed, or rather rous'd by his Favourites Narcif-

fus and Pallas^ afTum'd fo much Refolution, as to caufe

the Deaths of all her Confederates, and alfo of her felf

:

But after fuch a carelefs and infenfible Manner, that he ra-

ther feem'd to be a Stock than a Man, much lefs a Prince

and an Emperor.
In the fame Year Claudius^ or his Friends, made a Re- J9Jcph.^

moval in the Government of Palcjline^ recalling Tiberius

Alexander^ after two Years Continuance, and fending J^en-

tidius Cumanus in his Room, who was the ninth Roman
Governor after the Banifliment of Archelaus. Herod King
of Chalcis^ according to the Powef given him, alfo made
a Change in the High-Priefthood, removing Jofephus Ca~
pcus^ and conftituting Ananias the Son of hiebedceus^ who
was the 12th High-Pricfl: after the Birth of our Saviour.

Shortly after Herod dy'd ; and tho' he left three Sons be-

hind him, the Emperor out of his great Love to young //-

grippa^ gave his Dominions to him. About the fame Time,
the Fealt of the Palfover drawing near, Cumamis^ accord-
ing to the Example of former Governors, appointed Soldi-

ers to guard the Porticos of the Temple, to prevent Tu-
mults and Diforders, at the Time of fuch a great Conflux
of People. On the fourth Day of the Feafl, one of the

Roman Soldiers by his horrid obfcene Bv^haviour and Dif-
courfe, highly provok'd all the Spedators, many of whom
being ra(h young Men, and prone to Sedition, began with
"

.
*

' T 4 reviling
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reviling Tei-ms, and' then proceeded to Stones ; while o-

thers tumultuooifly repaired to Cumanus^ requiring JulHcc
againrt the Soldier. The Governor fufpeding the Num-
bers and Fury of the 'Jevjs^ immediately fcnt a conlidera-

ble Force to feize all the Gates of the Temple ; which
caus'd all the People to tly, which they did with fuch Pre-

cipitntron and Confulion, that great Numbers were trod-

den to Death, and above twenty thoufand llain in the Se-
dition : So that the Feflival was in all Places turn'd into

iLamentations and Mournings. This Calamity was (hort-

ly after fucceeded by another ; for near Bethoron^ about
twelve Miles from Jfrufalem^ one Stephanus^ Servant to

thiC Emperor, being robb'd of feveral rich Goods, Camanus
fcnt Forces to pillage the neighbouring Villages, and bring

the Ini-mbitants bound, for not purfuing and apprehending

the Robbers. In one of the Villages, a certain Soldier

Ending a Book of the Holy Scriptures, cut it in pieces, and
"burnt it ; which fo enrng'd the whole Body of the Jews^
•that -in vaft Throngs and Multitudes they repaired to Cumanus
^hen at Cccjarea^ requiring that the Soldier who had f6

"highly affi-ontcd God and their Law, might not efcape Pu-
'nilhment. Cumamis^ pci-ceiving that the^^wj- wou'd not be
-rippeas'd without fome Satisfatlion, by the Advice of his

Friends, commanded the Soldier to be beheaded in their

Prefence ; which ended the Difturbance.

In this Year, it is moll: generally fuppos'd that the Mo-
iber of our Lord, the ever blefled Virgin, dy'd; tho' fome
^hink it was three Years before. But in this there is very

"little Certainty, no more than there is about the Place, or

the Manner of her Death. As to the Place, fome believe

it Jeriijaiem^ as it feems mo ft probable, and others Afia

Mtnor with ^t. John ; as to the Manner, fome think ihe

dy'd a natural Death, and others that fiie fuffer'd Martyr-
dom, grounding it upon Luke i. 35-. where it is faid, A
SwordJhoti'd pierce through her SouL But thofe of the Ro-
ynijh Church have a particular and formal Account, That
the Apoilles were miraculoufly traiifported from divers

Parts of the World to Jerufalem to beprefent at her Death,
which was altogether without Pain ; snd th:^.t on the third

Day after her Burial, fhe nrofe from the Dead, and afccnd-

cd into Heaven in the Prefence of the Apofllcs, Dlonyfius

the Areopagite^ Ttmotheus^ and Hierotheus : In Memory of
which they keep the ifth Day of Aug/0 with great Pomp
and Solemnity ; but we cannot find any kind of Foundati-
on in Antiquity for this, or any Story like it. There are

fQWX Letters that are attributed to the bleffed Virgin, as

there
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therc is one to oiir Lord hrmfelf ; but they are generally

Jook'd upon as fputious, elpecklly thofc of the Virgin's

\ • The two Apoftles Paul and Barnahas^ after their ^as 14.

three Years Circuit, continu'd at Antioch and the neighbour- 48

iiig Places about a Year longer; during which Space Chri-
^'

ftiamty daily encreas'd, and the Church of God fiourifh'd

exceedingly. But at length it began to be greatly diilurbM,

by means of certain Jewijh Converts from Judcca.^ who be-

ing unfound in the Faith, and led by their former Zealand
Prejudices, taught the Gentile Converts, nat tinlefs they

obferv'd C'rrcnmcifion^ and the Mo[a:ck Infiitutions.^ they cotCd

?iever he fa-ved. The Broaching of this Dodrine caus'd

great Uneafinefs and Difputes among the Brethren ; and E~
fiphnrAns tells us, that the noted Heretick Cerhnhus was
the Ringleader of the Fadion. Fattl and Barnabas us'dall.

Methods to put a Stop to this growing Evil, which they

found fo prevailing by Reafon of the ftrong Irapreffionsthe

J-ews had receiv'd in their Education, and their profound
Veneration for their Law-giver IMuf-cs ; and after many
Conferences and Difputations, it wt;s juxig'd moil rcquillte

for them two, with Ibmc others, to go up to Jcrufalcm^

there to confult the Apoftles and Presbyters concerning this

important Affair ; which was iiot done without fome Re-
velation from Heaven, as appears from Gal. 2. 2. And tak-

ing Titus., and fome feleci: Perfons with them, in the Be-
ginning of the following Year, being condudted part of A. D-
their Way by the chief ofthe Church, they pafs'd through ^o.

PhTnicia and Samaria : In both which Provinces they were Claud,
careful to relate what great Things the Lord had wrought 9.

by their Hands, in the Converfion of the Ge-zittles., to the

great Joy and Comfort of all the Brethren in fnofe Parts.

Paul arriving at Jerufalem^ among the Apoftles of the cr.i/.;^ 2.

Circumciiion, refused to circumcife 7/V^j-, becaufe of feve- i-io.

ral falfe Brethren, who watch'd all Opportunities to fcan- -^^l^^'
dali^e the Liberty of the Gofpcl ; and he was unwilling to

give Way to fuch by any Condefcenlion, left he ftiould

nave injured the Faith. For tho' he afterwards allowed of
the Circumciiion o^ Timothy., and us'd fome of the Mofaick
Ceremonies himfelt", for avoiding any Offence to the weak,
and to win others, yet he wou'd not com^ply in the leaft

Degree with thofe treacherous Deligners, who cndeavour'd
to find Matter to difgrace the Gofpel. Paul and Barnabas
firft addrefs'd thcmfelves to the Apoftles James., Peter and
Johf?., the Pillars and principal Perfons in that Place; by

whom they were kindly entertained, and admitted to the

Right

4> S'
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Right Hand of Fellowfhip, as St. Vaul himfelf cxprefles it.

And perceiving by the Account that I^aul gave them, that

the Gofpcl of the Uncircumcilion was committed to him,
as that of the Circumcilion was to IPeter^ they ratify'd it by
Compact and Agreement, that Peter fhouM preach to the

'Jews^ and Faril to the Gentiles^ not forgetting the Poor of
either. And whereas the Necelfity of Circumcilion an4 the

Mofaick Law was alfo zealoufly aflerted in Jerufalcm as

well as Antioch by many of the believing Pharifeesy the A-
poftles thought fit to appoint a particular and folemn Af-
lernbly of themfclves and Presbyters to determine this Mat-
ter. And this is the firfl, and alfo the pured Council in

the Cbriftian Church.

xs. When the Council was afTembled, afcer many Debates
^' and various Arguments, Peter at length flood up, and ac-

quainted all the refl, That God having made Choice of loam

among nil the Apoflles^ to be the firft that Jhou'd freach the

Qofpel to the Gentiles, the fame God^ who was be[i able to

judge of the Hearts of Men^ had born IVitnefs to them of h'u

merciful Acceptance^ by bejiowing his Holy Spirit upon them
as well as the Jews ; having put no Difference between the

one and the other^ but equally purifying their Hearts by Faith.

That therefore it was a tempting and a provoking of Gody to

iay a Toke upon the Necks of the Difciples^ which neither they

tbemfeheSynor their Fathers were able to bear : There being

fufficient Ground to believe^ that the Jews were to expert Sal*

^jtion by the Grace of Jefiis Chrifl, as well as the Gentiles.

Peter having ended his Speech, after fome Silence Paul and
Barnabas gave an Account to the AfTembly what Wonders
itnd Miracles God had enabled them to work, in the con-
verting of the Gentiles ; a plain Evidence, that tho,* uncir-r

cunicis'd, they were now accepted by God as well as the

'Jews with all their legal Rites and Privileges. After they

had finifh'd their Narration, James the Bifnop of the Place

flood up, and defiring the Attention of the reft, declared.

That Peter had demonfirated^ That it was God''s Pleafure tQ

vifit the Gentiles, and out of them to take a People to bear

his Name: AH which was agreeable to what the Prophet A-
mos hadforetold y namely^

^ That God woiCd return and re-

' build the Houfe of David, which was fallen down, and re-

' pair all the Ruins a:id breaches thereof\ that the refl of
* Mankind^ and all the Gentiles that were calVd In his Name^
* might feck after the Lord. And this had been dcclar d by

Gody who knew all Things from the Beginning of the U'^orldj

After this he proccccdcd to determine the whole Matter,
and to give Sentence, That the Jewifli, Rites ought not to ke

'
' impos''d
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imposed upon the believing Gentiles. But that the zealous

Jews might have no Offence, and the Gentiles no Burthen

neither, he propounded that the latter fhoa'd be requirM the

Obiervance. of thefe four Things : Firft, to abflatn from
Meats offered to Idols^ becaufe it might fetm a Participation

in the Idolatry : Secondly, from Formeation ^ which the Gen^
tiles accounted little or no Crime: Thkdlyy from Things

Jlrangled^ which were exceeding odious to th^Jews: And
fourthly, from Bloody which was fuppos'd to have been for-

bidden to affright Men from Cruelty and B;oodihed. Tliat

thefe Things ought to be forborn, becaufe of the Jezv.^-^ who
cou'd not but have an Abhorrence for them, fmce they heard

the IVritings of Mofes, that prohibited them^ read in their

Synagogues every Sabbath Day.

The Determination of James., which was delivered with u4c7s ^f^

fome Authority, was readily allow'd by the Council; and ^^.--ij.

by the Confent of the whole Church, it was refolv'd, That
Juddi., and Sildi or Silvanus^two eminent Men of their own
Number, fliou'd go over with Paul and Barnabas to An-
tioch., that by the Teftimony of their own CommifTioners,

and the Letters and Decrees of the Council, the falfe Teach-
ers might be filenc'd, and the believing Gentiles confirm'd

in the Truth. By thefe four they wrote Letters to the be-

lieving Gentiles in many Parts, after this Manner. ' The
' /Ipojiles., and Presbyters^ and Brethren o/Jerufalem, wijij

' Happinefs to the Brethren that are of the Gentiles in An •

' tioch,/« Syria, and Cilicia. Forafmuch as we are inform'd^
' that certain Perfons who went from this Place^ have di-

^ JiurPd you with their Difcourfes^ enfnaring your Souls^ h',-

' declaring.^ That you are obligd to be circumcis'^d^ and to keep
' the haw\ to whom we gave no fuch Inflruiiions : Itfeeynd
' good therefore to us to fend fome felecl Perfons to you., voith

' our dear Brothers Barnabas and Paul, Men who have ha~
' zarded^ their Lives for the Name of our Lord Jefus Chrift.

' Upon which Account we have fent Judas and SilaS, wh'-i

' will tell you our Minds by Word of Mouth. For itfeemd
' good to the Holy Ghoft^ as, well as to us., to lay upon you no
' greater Burthen than thefe at prefent neceffary ithin^s.

' THAT YE ABSTAIN FROM MEATS (f

F

'FER'D TO IDOLS, AND FROM BLOOD,
' AND FROMTIIINGS STRANGLED, AND
' FR M FORNICA tl N: Which you will do -well,

' if you obfervc. Farewel. And thus concluded the Coun-
cil of yerufalem in the Year 49, and 9Lh of Claudius, about

five Years after the Death of James the Son of Zehedce^

'^ind



284 Cent. I. Eccle/Iajlical Hiflory. Book II.

and 14 after the Converfion o^ Paul^ as appears from Gal.

2. I. tho* fome Chronologers by Miltake add the three Years
mentioii'd Chap. i. 18. which wou'd malie the whole 17
Years

.

A. D.
49-

Claud.

9-

Ads IS,

30-3 f.

C^Iat. 2,

II- li?.

A. D.

Claud.

10.

CHAP. V.

From the End of the Council <9/Jerufalem, to

St. PaulV lafi "journey to that City^ when
hefirfl kecnme a Trifouer.

C9ntaimng the Term of about nine Tears,

I^'W "^ H E Apoflles Paul ^ndiBarnahas being difmifs'd by
• S x.hcCo\xu.ci\Q^Jer:ifalem^ andtakhigy/^^-^andiy;/^*;
-S- with thcm,carry'd the decretal Epiftle to A?2tioch^ and

prefented it to the whole Body of the Church, which was re-

ceiv^'d by all with great Joy and Satisfa6lIon. Here Judas
and ^'iLs^ being Men of eminent Gifts in teaching and in-

terpreting the Scriptures, alfo employ'd themfelves in con-

firming and eflablilhing the Believers in the Truth of Chri-

ftianity. After a fhort Continuance in the City, thefe two
were with all Kindnefs and Civility difmifs'd by the Church,

in order to return to Jerufalem ; but Silas^ for fome Rea-
fdns, was not wailing to depart fo foon, but chofe to tarry

with Fmd and Banuil^of^ who continu'd in this great City,

teaching and propagating the Chriftian Faith, with many o-

thcis. Not long after Peter alfo came to Antioch., who
having been a principal Perfon in deciding the Controver-

.ii-es in the late Council, confonant to the Gofpel Liberty

there confirm'd, conversed freely for a Tim.e with the Gen-
ttU Converts, eating with them, and living like them, and

not as did the Jezvs^ who flill obferv'd the Diflindion of
Meats prefcrib'd by the Law. But in the Beginning of the

following Year, w^hen certain Jewifi Chrtjiians came to

this City trom James at Jernfalem^ w^ho were tenacious of
the Ceremonial Lav/, Peter out of Fear of Offence, began

to fcparatc himfelf from the G^;if2^/7<r Converts, refuling to eat

with them, as if God had never taught him to call no Man
common or unclean ; which Pradtice of his confirm'd the

Jeu}s in their darling Opinions, and fill'd the Ge?ztiles with

new Doubts and Scruples; So that what was lately efta-

bliHi'd, was in danger of being deftroy'd ; for many of the

Jews,
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Jews^midt even BarKahofyWis carry'd away with the Stream
of his Diffimulation, and follow'd his Example. But Pa^il

perceiving this, and knowing that Peter did not walk up-
rightly, according to the Truth of the Gofpel, bravely with-

ftood him to the Face, and reprov'd him before the whole
Church ; declaring, Thaf bis Hypocrijie did great Injury to

the Gentiles, by tndncing them to live in Jewifli Obfervati"

ons. when he h':mfelj\ tho* a Jew, thought himfelf at Liberty

to ttve as the Gentiles did: That he defir^d to be juftify^d by

Faith ^ and not by the Works of the Law^ and yet imposedthat

Toke upon others \ which was an Offence againft Chrift, and»

a rebuilding of that zvhich had been once deftroy'^d. Peter bore
this fliarp and impartial Reproof with Patience and Humi-
lity, and no doubt amended his Carriage upon it. Por-
phyry^ one of the great Enemies of the Chrijiians^ took an.

Occafion from this Management to accufe St. Peter of
Fall>iOod, and St. Paul ct Infolence : But St. Auftin an-
fv^ers. That the Liberty of the latter, and the Humility of
the former were both highly commendable ; and that as one
teaches us not to fear the reproving boldly Sfuy that hinder

the Gofpel, fo the other teaches them to accept fuch Ad-
vice with Humility. This is the laft Time that we read
of St. Peter in the Holy Scriptures.

About the fame Time Paul^^Nho defir'd not only to plant ^^s if.

Churches but alfo to water them, propounded to Barnabas 3^-39-

to go and vifit the Cities they had converted, and confirm
and elfabliili them in the Truth they had receiv'd. Barna-
bas freely confented to fuch a pious Propofal, but was very
earneit to take along with them his Kinfman John Mark.
But Paul oppos'd his Defire,becaufe be had formerly found
him defedive in the Miniftry ; having either through Fear
or an unfound Faith, deferted them at Perga in Pamphilia.

Barnabas^ whofe natural Love to his Sifter's Son caus'd

him to overfee former Faults, and to hope for a better Ma-
nagement, was angry at this Rcfufal ; and being both refo-

lute in their Opinions, it not only occalion'd a fharp Con-
tention between them, but alfo an intire Separation from
each other. Thus wxre thefe two excellent Men by a fmall

Punctilio parted, after a joint Labour of feveral Years Mi-
niftry : The Holy Spirit intending by this Account to fliew

us that the beft Chrijiians are ftill fubje6l: to the fame Paf-

iions and Infirmities with other Men ; and that therefore

none ought to be too much elevated with an Opinion of
their own Piety, or to defpife others whom thev imagine
to be their Inferiors. God however turn'd all to the beft;

tor the' they differ'd about John Mark^ yet neither forfook

his
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his Office or Miniftry, and tho' they were feparated as td

their Pcrfons, yet not as to their Faith and Do6lrine ; and

being thus parted, the Gofpel was preachM by them in more
Places. Barnabas with his Kinfman, failM to his native

Country Cyprus^ where he preach'd to the Jews^ who were
very numerous in that Ifland : From whence he is faid to

have gone and preach'd at liome^ and after that in Ligur'ta^

where he founded the Bifhoprick ol Milan. Baronius is un-
willing to acknowledge the former, but feems very pofitive

in the latter; yet we have but very little Certainty of ei-

ther.

In the mean Time, Paul chofe Silas for his Companion,
and enter'd upon his Journey, being recommended by the

Prayers of the Faithful to the Protedlion and Favour of God.
He firft vilited the neighbouring Chuixhes of Syria.^ then

thofe of his own Country Cilicta^ confirming them in the

Faith with his Inllruclions and Exhortations/ From hence

he departed to Dcrbe and Lyftra in Lycaonia^ Cities he had

converted three Years before, where he met with a young
Man call'd Timothy.^ whofe Father was a Grecian^ but his

Mother Eunice a jewijh Convert, by whom he had been

brought up under all the Advantages of a pious and religi-

ous Education, and particularly in an extraordinary Skill m
the Holy Scriptures: Wnich Accompliihments drew Paulas

Atic6tion to him ; and knowing that fo proniifing a Perfon

lYouM be highly ferviceable to him, he determin'd to take

him for his Companion, and a fpecial Inftrumcnt in the

Miniflry of the Gofpel. "Timothy was a Gentile born, and
tho' Paul wou'd not permit Titus to be circumcis'd when
pervcrfc Men declar'd it neceffary, yet here he thought it

convenient for the Jews Sake to circumcife Timothy ; be-

ing willing in lawful and indifferent Matters, fuch as Cir-

cumcifion was at prefent, to accommodate himfelf toMens
Humours, and Apprehcnlions,for the faving of their Souls.

In all the Places he pals'd through, he left the Chriftians a

Copy of the Decrees made by the Apoitles and Presbyters

of Jerufalcm., to confirm them in the right Ufe of their

Chriftian Liberty ; by which means the Churches were c-

fliiblifh'd in the Faith, and daily encreas'd in their Numbers.

A- I^. From hence with his Companions Paul pafs'd through

^-i. Phrygia and Galtitia, both Provinces of the leffer ^Jia; in

Claud, v.'hich latter Country he was entertainM with as great Kind-

II. ncfs raid \'eneration, as if he had been an Angel immedi-

j^rsf,. ^-f^^y ^'^'J^^ iiom Heaven. And paffing from thence into

6-1 J. Myjia., they were forbidden by the Impulfe of the Holy
GuLrt..\

$piiit to go either into Bithynia, or ^fia Pro^ria^ the Coun-
14- i;.

'

^j.^
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try about Ephefus-^ therefore they went down to Tro^j, a Port

upon the j£gean Sea. Here 'Paul had a Vifion by Night

from God, and faw a Man in a Macedoman Habit Handing

by him, and befeeching him to come over into their Coun-
try and alTift them ; a Vilion and a Call different from all

others he had found before. Hereupon he immediately re-

folv'd to pafs from Afia into Europe ^ where he had never

been before, concluding that God had callM him to preach

the Gofpel in Macedonia^ and the famous Country of Greece.

And here it feems 'Paul was join'd by Luke, a Chriftian

Convert of Ant'toch, admirably accomplilh'd in all Parts of
Learning and human Sciences, particularly Phyfick, if not
Painting, who from this Time became PauV^ infeparable

Companion and Attendant, and afterwards one of the four

Evangelifts. Paul being thus accompany'd with Siloi.^ Luke^

and T'tmothy, fail'd North-Weftward from Troas, and touch-

ing upon Samothrace, an Ifle not far from Thrace ; the next

Day they landed at Neapolis, a Port in Macedonia ; from
whence they travelled a fcv/ Miles to Philippi, a City fa-

mous for the Defeat of Brutus and Cajjius, the Metropolis

of that Part of Macedonia, and a Roman Colony. In this

City they tarry'd a conliderable Space, and Paul, according

to his Cuftom, preach'd in a Profeucha, or Oratory of the

Jews, which ftood by a River Side at fome Diftance from
the City, and was much frequented by the devouter Wo- '

men of their Religion, who met there to pray, and to hear

the Law. To thefe Paul delivered the Word of God, and
by the Influence of God's Spirit converted, among others,

a certain Woman namM Lydia, a Purple Seller, born at

Thyatira ; who being baptiz'd with all her Family, was fo

importunate with Paul and his Companions to lodge at her

Houfe, if they judg'd her fincerc in her Conversion, that

they cou'd not deny her Civility.

So long as they remain'd in the City they continued their ^^^^^^

daily Courfe of worOiiping God in the fame Oratory, whi-
^^"'^°*

ther they were often followM by a Pythonvfs, a Maid Servant,a-

6lunted by a Spirit of Divination, w'ho openly cryM out. That
ihefe Men were the Servants of the moft High God, who came
to pew the Way of Salvation to the World', fo eafily can
Heaven extort a Confeflion from the Mouth of Hell. But
Paul, detcfting the Tcftimony of Satan, commanded the

Demon in the Name of Jefus Chrift to come out of her.

The evil Spirit obey'd, but immediately raisM a Storm a-

gainft the Apoftles ; for the Mafters of this Maid, who for-

merly receiv'd great Ad^'antages from her infernal Arts,

finding the Lois of their Gain, in a great Rage drag'd

Paul
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Taul and StUi into the Fortim before the Magiilrates and
Governor of the Colony, declaring, That thefe Men^ who
were Jews, had introduced many Innovations prejudicial to

the State^ and a Religion unlawfulfor the Romans to ohferve.

The Magiflrates being jealous of all Difturbances, were ve-

ry ready to punilli fuch as were accused by a Multitude^

and therefore commanded their Clothes to be torn oft', and
them to be feverely fcourg'd as feditious Perfons ; after that

they committed them to clofe Prifon, giving a ftrid Charge
to the Jaylor to keep them fafely ; who thereupon unmer-
cifully thrull them into the li;Aer Dungeon, and made their

Feet tad in the Stocks. Thefe Sufferings were fo far from
abating their fpiritual Joy, that at Midnight, they bothpray'd

and fung Pfalms to the Almighty, fo that all the Prifoners

heard them ; and God foon manifefled the Efte6l and Power
of their zealous Devotion, by caufing a great Earthquake,

which Ihook the Foundations of the Prifon, open'd all the

Doors, and miraculoully loos'd every Man's Chains. The
Jaylor awaking with this am.azing Accident, concluded that

the Prifoners wrere all fled ; and to prevent the Sentence of
publick Juftice, w^as ready to execute himfelf by his own
Sword; w^hich PW perceiving, cry'd out to him to hold

his Hand, For that they vjcre aR there. The Jaylor being

touch'd with the divine Power, came trembling in with a

Light, and with no lefs Commotion \\\ his Confcience de-

manded. What he muji do to he favcd'i Tiiey without re-

lenting the Severity he had us'd towards them, readily re-

ply'd. That if he hellev'd in Jefus Chrilt, he might be fav''d^

and all his Family. The Jaylor, after a competent Inilrufti-

on, received the Faith, and was baptiz'd with all his Houfe

;

and as a Tcflimony of his Sorrow for his former Ufage,
he wafh'd their Wounds, and joyfully entertain'd them in his

Houfe w^ith the utmcft Kindnefs and Civility. Early in the

Morning the Magiilrates fent Officers privately to releafe

them, and the Jaylor deliver'd the Mellage, bidding them
Depart in Peace

'^ but the Apoflles refus'd, declaring. That
they were not only innocent Perfons.^ but alfo Romans ; that

Jince they had been illegally fcourgd.^ they expected a Delive-

ry as publick di ths Injury.^ and an open Vindication of their

innocency^ and that they themfehes who had fent them thi-

ther., fpQuld fetch them thence. The Magiilrates were ex-

treamly affrighted at this, and being fenlibie of their Error,

and the StriSncfs of the Roman Laws, repaired to the Pri-

Ibn, and with all Submlffion deiir'd th^m to leave the Ci-

ty. Thefe holy Men, fatisiy'd with this fmall Recompence,
went to the Houfe of Lydta\ and having comforted the

Brethren
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Brethren with the Proof of their Deliverance, they left the

City, having there laid the Foundation of a very eminent

Church, as appears from Paid\ Epiille to the Chriftians of
this City Philippi.

Paul and his Companions having left Philippic they tra- a^s 17.

veird Weflward through Amphipolis -md Apollo?iia^ and went i-^f-

to Thejfalouica^ the Metropolis of all Macedonia^ about 120 \Z'l:
*'

Miles from Philippi. Here being a Synagogue of they^-wj, Thti\ a,.

Paul,, according to his Cullom, went in, and nrft prcach'd i^*

the Gofpci to tliem, and for three Sabbath Days fucccffive-

Jy plainly fhevs^'d Them, 1'hat according to the Scriptures the

Mcffiah pror/iis'd to the Jews ought to [uffer and rife agm?t,,

and that Jefus was the very Person. Some of the Jews
were perfuaded to- believe and embrace the Faith, and affo-

ciated themfelves with Paul and Siias,^ as likewife did great

Numbers oi Grecians who were Profelytes of the Gate, and
many Women of the better Rank and Quality. HevQPa^l
inil:ru6i:ed them, not only concerning Faith in Chrift^ but

alfo concerning the future Apoftacy of Anti-Chrift and his

Revelation ; aiid here alfo he receiv'd Relief from the be-

lieving Philippians,^ being as little Burthenfom as poiTible to

thole of this City. But after fome Time, feveral of the

unbelieving Jeivsin this Place, according to their ufual Per-
vcrfenefs, join'd Vvith certain mean and lewd Perfons, and
affaulted the Houfe of jafcn,, a confiderable Man, where
they lodg'd, intending to drag tkcm out to the People, and
polTibly to ftonc them. But miffing of them, they halM
Jafon and other Believers , after a tumultuous Manner
to the Magillrates, crying out, That Jafon had harbour''

d

thofe that vjould overturn the IVorld^ and had fet up one Je-
fus for King^ in Oppofition to Ccefar the Emperor. Thefe
Suggeftions were lufficient to oblige the Magillrates to take

Security from Jdfon-^ but the Brethren privately fcnt away
the Apodles by Night to Bercca., a City about fo Miles
South of TheJ/alomca. Here going into the Synagogue, A. D.
they found the Jevjs of a more noble and unbyafs'd Tern- ^2.

per, ready to entertain the Chrijlian Do6lrine, but yet not Claud,
willing to take itc mecrly upon the Apoftle's Word, 'till 12.

they had firft conipar'd his Preaching, v/ith what the Scrip-

tures faid of the Meffiah and his Dodrine. The Succefs

was anfwerablc, and great Numbers both of Men and of
Women of the fuperior Rank were converted. But in a

fliort Time they were purfu'd by the Malice of the Jews of
Theffalonica,, wiio coming to Berc^a raisM great Difturban-

ces ; which occj.iion'd the Believers to fend Paul towards the

U Seji
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Sea Side, as if they defign'd to put hiin on Shipboard, and
then to condu6l him another Way, near 240 Miles South-

wards, as far ai the great City Athens. But Silas and 7/-

moihy^ not being fo much known or hated as Fatd., con-
timi'd Ibnie Time longer, to confirm the new Believers.

Athens was once the Metropolis of all Greece., and one
of the moll renowned Citix^s in the World for Arts and
Arms ; and tho' now much declining, yet was dill the prin-

• cipal Academy in the Roman Empire for all kinds of polite

Learning. The Inhabitants of it were very religious and
fuperfiitious, and lb careful, that no Deity Oiould want due
Honour from them, that they had an Altar infcrib'd TO
THE UNKNOli'N G D ; which many believe was
the Name which the Pagans generally gave to the God of

j^^i 17. the Jews. While Paul remained at Athens .^ expeding Silas

i<5- 54. and Timothy., by taking a particular View of the Place, he

could not but take Notice of the exceeding Progrefs of I-

dolatry, for Petromus fays, ' It was ealier to find Gods
' than Men at Athens ; and he was deeply concerned to feo

lb much Zeal and Devotion mifplac'd, and earneflly de-

iir'd it might be fix'd upon a proper Object. Wherefore he

usM his utm.ofl Endeavours for the Athenians Converfiony

and not only on the Sabbath Days difputed with the Jews
and Profelytes in the Synagogi-^cs, but took all Opportuni-
ties, where-ever he met Vv ith a convenient Auditory, to in-

flrud them in the Coming of the Mejjiah.^ and the Refur-*

re6iion; which he often found in the main Forura., whither

the Athenians and Foreigners daily repair'd to hear a id tell

News, which was the great Bulineis of their Lives. His^

Do6trine was new and llrange to the Athenians'^ and tho'

they did not perfecute him as the Jews did, yet he was en-

tcrtain'd with Scofls and Contempt by the Philofophers of
the Sto'tck and Epicurean Seds, and by others of a more fe-

rious Temper, as a Difcoverer of new Gods hitherto un-
known; which tho' they were not unwilling to receive,

yet becaufe the Areoj?ag;>'\, the fupreme Court of the City,

was to canonixe all Gods that were to be allow'd publick

W^orfliip, they brought him before thofe Judges to give an
Account of his Do6trine. Being brought before this grave
AfTembly, Paul with an Air of Majclly and Courtclie, de-
clared to the whole Audience, That he ct^ald not hut ob-

ferve how unhappily they were over-run with Superjliiion^

finding an Altar among them infcrih'^d to the unknown God;-

therefore in CompaJJion to their mijguided Zeal^ he would de-

clare to them the Deity which they ig-aoravtly worpip'd ;
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which was no other than the great God^ the Creator of all

'Things^ the Supream Governor of theWorld^ who was incapa-

ble of being confined within any T'emple or human Fabrick.

'That no Image could he made to reprefent him^ who neither

needed Gifts nor Sacrifices.^ being himfelf the Fountain from
whence Life^ Breathy and all other Blejfmgs fpring: That

from one common Original he produc'*d the vjhole Race of

Mankind^ wifely fixing and determining the Timesand Bounds

of their Habitation \ and all this^ that Men might be more

ftrongly obliged to feek after him^ and Jincerely ferve him ; a

Thing the more eafily attainable., becaufe he woi fo -very near

e'uery one. That it was entirely from him that they had either

Life^ Motion^ or Exiflence ; which was acknowledged by one

of their own Poets., Aratus by Name., in that Sentence of

his, IVE ALSO ARE HIS OFF-SPRING. That
therefore if they were the Offfpring of God, it was highly ir-

rational to fuppofe that their Creator could be the Work of
their Hands, as an Image of Gold, Silver, or Stone was. That
the divine Patience had long born with Mens blind Idolatries

.^

but that now God expeiied a general Repentance and Refrr^

mation from the World'., efpectally having by the Publication

of the Gofpel evidenced a future Judgment, and particularly

appointed the Holy Jefus to he the 'Judge of the World, a>id

having given fujjhcient Ajjurance of the Truth of it by his Rc-

furredion from the dead. Thefe laft Words concerning the

Refurre6lion were derided by fome of the Philofophers
;

but others more gravely anfwer'd, That they would hearhim
again upon the fame SubjeSi. His folemn Difcourfe, how-
ever contemn'd by fome, had a happy EtFe6}: upon feveral,

and thofe of the higheft Rank amongft them
;

particularly

Dionyfius, one of the Senators and Judges of this Court,

and Damaris, whom fome think to be his Wife. It is ge-

nerally believM that Dionyfius was afterwards by St. Paul
conftituted the firft Bifhop of Athens.

About the Time of Paul's, Arrival at Athens, the Empe-
ror Claudius by his own Edid banifhM all the Jews from
Rome, by Reafon of their being continually in an Uproar
and Tumult upon the Account of Jefus Chrifi, whom Sue-

tonius calls Chreftus : And many are of Opinion, that un-
der the Name of the Jews the Chriflians were alfo cxpelfd, '

among whom St. Peter has been improbably fuppos'dto be

one. Before Paul's Departure from this City, Timothy ac- i T'ef. 3.

cording to Order came to him^vom. Macedonia, and brought [l^\
him an Account, That the new Chriflians 2X The[jalomca i+"'i7*,

were under Perfecution from their Fellow-Citizens everfince iS.

he left them. Which was fo great a Concern to Paul, that

U 2 he
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he dcfign'd to return to them again, and by his own Prc-
fencc to confirm them \i\ the Faith, that none of them
might be dcterr'd or difcourag'd by Perfecutions, which he
had formerly told them Oiou'd be the conibnt Attendants
of their Profeffion. But being hinder'd by the Malice of the

Enemies of the Gofpel, he lent Timothy to them to fupply

his Office, and to. eltablilh them and comfort them in their
ARi i«. Afhi6cions ; and departed himfelf 5-0 or 60 Miles South-
"''' Wedward to Corinth^ a City lituated upon the narrow

lilhmus 01 Feloponnefus^ then the Metropolis of all Greece^

and theRelidence of the Proconful oi Achma, Being arriv'd

at this rich and populous City, he met with Aqmla and his

Wife Prifcilla^ lately banifh'd from Rome by the Decree a-

gainlt the Jezvs ; and they bein^ of the fame Trade of Tent-
making with himfelf, he join'd and wrought together with

them, that he might not be burthenfome to that Place where
no Church was yet eftablifh'd. On the Sabbath Days he

taught in the Jewijh Synagogue, and by his convincing Ar-
guments brought many Jews and Grecians to the Faith :.

I Cor. 3. StefiOAmis and his Family were the Firlt-Fruits of his Con-
^' veriion, and baptiz'd by him with Crifpus and Gaius^ to be

Minifters in that Office to the reft tliat fliou'd believe ; for

he himfelf was not fent to baptize, but to preach. While
he was thus bufy'd in this City in Preaching the Gofpel, in

which he fuilain'd many Labours and Troubles, 'timothy

1 The^, 3. arrived from Thejfaloffica^ bringing Silas along with him,
^' 7- and gave him an Account of the ftedfait Firmnefs and Per-

feverance of that Church ; which extreamly pleas'd the A-
poftle, and was as a comforting Cordial to him in his Af-
iiidions. This caus'd him to take foma frefli Refolutions

of going to vifit them in Perfon ; but in the mean Time he

thought it convenient to write to them, which lie did fhort-

ly alter; andthis wasthefirft of allhisEpiftles, and the third,-

if not the fecond, or firft of the Books and Writings of the

New Teflament. Tho'our vulgar Poftfcripts aflert, it was
written from Athens^ yet the manifeft Circumftances of the

Hiftory prove it to befi-om Corinth. ' It was written in the
' Name of P^«/, and Silas or Silvanus^ and Timothy.^ and
' manifefts an extraordinary Tendernefs and Afte6lion for
' the Chriftians o? 'Thejfalomcay highly applauding their Cou-
* rage and Zeal for their Faith in Chri/i^ and exhorting
' them to a noble Conftancy, and Perfeverance amidfl their

' Affiidions. x\fter which he commended their Charity to
' the Believers of Macedonia., adding many Inftrudlions con-
* cerning a good Life and Converfation, urging them to
^ the ftri6t Pradice of Hoiinefs

;
particularly to' ufe Mar--

' riagc



Chap. V. C L A U D I U S ^/^^ 5-'^ R^m, Emp. 2 93

* riage chaftly and pioufly, to avoid Lazinefs, and be dili-

'^ gent in their Callings ; not to be immoderate in their

' Grief for the Dead, as tho' there was no Refurrc£lion or
'- Hope of another Life ; with many other pious Inllru-

' 61:ions and Exhortations. In this Epiftle he alfo caution'd
' them about X.\\^ Coming of Anu-Chrlfl.

Paul^ who by the Obftinacy of the Jews^ was almofi: dif- ^'^^ ^^•

courag'd from preaching to them, yet finding himielfre- ^"^ '

plenilh'd with a frefli Zeal for them at the coming of Si-

las and Timothy^ thereupon boldly tcftified again to them,

That Jefus was the Mefiiah : But they oppodng his mod
ferious AfTertions, and blafpheming both Chrift and him, he

took his Leave of them, as incorrigible Infidels ; and llioJv-

ing his Garment to denote their utter Reje61:ion from Grace
and Mercy, he folemnly dcclar'd, That their Blood jhoud
fall upon their own Heads

^ for he was clear and innoce^it ; and
that from, thence forward he wou'd preach to the Gentiles.

And accordingly he left his Lodgings with Aquila the Jew^
and made his abode with one Jujius^ a Profelyte of the

Gate, whofe Houfe join'd to the Synagogue, being defi-

rous that the Jews might fee his Succels among the Gen-
tiles^ and through Emulation be provok'd to believe. Nor
did his pious Deiign want fome Effed; fovCrifpus himfelf,

the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, believ'd in Jefis^ as did

likewife all his Houfe, and were baptix'd into the Chriftian

Faith. But his Preaching had far greater Succefs among
the Gentiles than among the Jews ; for by the Aififtance of
Silas and Timothy^ great Numbers of the Corinthians were
converted to the Faith and baptiz'd ; fo that in no long
time a very confiderable Church was founded in this City,

tho' extreamly over-run with Impiety and Idolatry, having
a Temple of Venus fo large, that above a thoufand young
Women were its conllant Votaries and Attendants. The ^^or. n.

more the Gofpel profper'd in Macedonia by PauPs Labours,
J'^^

the more his Enemies encreas'd, who confulting and pra- 3.

difing all Methods to defiroy him, he was often reduc'd to

very great Straits and Wants of bodily NecefTaries, as he
himfelf alTures us, and liv'd in continual Fear and Terrors
of Mind. But left thefe afflidmg Circumftances fhou'd de-

ter him from the Work he had undertaken, Jefus Chrift

was pleas'd to appear to him in a Vifion by Night to com-
fort him, bidding him Fear nothings but fpeak with all Free-

dom^ for he was with him to proteB and defend him^ fo that

no Man Jhoii'd fet on him to hurt him\ for that he had a nu-
rnerous People in that Citv. This Affurance caus'd him to

tarry in the Place a full Year and fix Months, preaching the

U :j Word



29f Cent. L Ecclejiajiical Hijiory, Book II.

Word of God among them and in the neighbouring Parts ; in

which Space, befides the Dodrine he taught, he eflabliili'd

fevcral Ordinances among them concerning Church Order,
and Matters of Decency ; as that Women in their publick

Prayers fhou'd have their Heads cover'd with a Veil ; that

Men fhou'd wear fhort Hair and Women long; withfey?-
ral others of the like Nature.

II, During the Travels and Labours of St. Paul^ the
rell of the Apoftles were buiily employ'd in preaching and
propagating the Gofpel in many other Parts of the World ;

but, what is to be lamented, wt have but a very fhort, and
uncertain Account of their A6t:ions. In this Year, the

twelfth of Claudius^ Baromus and fome others place the

Death of one of them, namely St. 'Philips who after a hap-

py Progrefs and making numerous Converts in the Upper
Afia^ part of Scythta and Chokhis^ fuffer'd Martyrdom m
HierapoUs^ a noted City of Phrygia in the LeiTer Afia. The
Occafion and Particulars of his Death we have from no
better Authorities than Metaphraftes and Nicephorus^ who
tell us that the Inhabitants of Hierapolis^ among their ma-
ny trifling Deities, at this Time paid their Adorations to a

Serpent or Dragon of prodigious Bulk; which highly mov'd
the Pity and Indignation of this Apoille, who by his Pray-

ers to Heaven procured the Death or Difappearance of the

Serpent, and by his Preaching, the Converfion of many of
the City. This fo exafperated the Magiftrates, that throw-
ing him into Prifon, they caus'd him firfl: to be feverely

fcourg'd, and then to be hang'd by the Neck againfl: a Pil-

lar, tho' others fay he was crucify'd; his Body being taken
down and bury'd by the Apoftle 'Bartholomew^ who com-
ing that Way efcap'd with great Difficulty. If he dyM this

Year, it is moft probable hedy'd the fecond of theApoilIes,

it being eight Years after the Death of St. James the Son
of Zebedec : The Greeks and Eaflern Churches keep his Feafl

on November the 14th, but Bede's iind the other MartyrO-
logies order its Celebration on May 1 with St. James the

Icls. He was one of the Apoflles who left ho Writings
behind him, the greater Part of them, as Eufebius obferves,

being fo buiily employ'd in their Fundions, wanted Lea-
fure to write : Tho' Epphamm tells us, " that the Gnoftlcks

us'd to produce a Gofpel forg'd under St. Philips Name,
which they abus'd to the Patronage of their horrible Princi-

ples and Pra61:iccs.

^^^ ^^
About this Time, the Jews^ who were continually pur-

^^'
' fued by the Vengeance of Heaven, met with new Trou-

bles
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i>les and Difturbances, occafioFrd by Dl/Tentions between
the Galilccans and Samariiu/n^ of whom the latter marthcr'd.

great Numbers of the former as they travell'd through their

Country to the Pallover. Whereupon the Magillrates of
Galilee appealed to Cumanus the Governour, requiring Ju-
ftice at his Hands ; but he being brib'd by the Samanians
took little Notice of their Complaint. Which fo exafpe-

rated the Galileans^ that joining with the ordinary fort of
the Jevjs^ and being headed by a noted Robber call'd Elea-

zar^ they made great Dcvaftat'ions in Samaria ; but Cuma-
WIS with his {landing Troops alfifted the Samaritans^ and
made a dreadful Slaughter, killing and taking great Num-
bers of Prifoners. Quadrat".s Governour o^ Syria was like-

wife call'd in to their Affiftance ; who coming to Ccvfarca^

crucified all thofe whom Cpimanns had made Prifoners ;

but coming to Lydda^ and underftanding that the Samari-
tans were the Aggreilbrs, and that Cumanm w^as corrupted,

he fii-fl commanded eighteen of the chief of the Samaritans

to be beheaded, and then order'd Anani^^i the High-Pricll:,

Cumanus the Governor, and Celer a Tribune to go imme-,
diately to Rome^ and anfwer before \^\\q Emperor to all Ac-'

cufaticns that fhou'd be brought againlt them. Plcre they

had a Day appointed them ; and Cttmanu^ and the Samari-
tans had unquertionably preyail'd upon the Wcaknefs of
Claudius^ had not young Agrippa by the Affilknce of the

Emprefs Agrippna^ obligM him to do Jultice : which
he did by the Execution of Celer and feveral of the Sama-
Titans^ and by J:hc final Banilhment of Cumanus. After ^ j)
which Claudius made fome Alterations in the Government \1-,

of Faleftiue^ and prefer'd Agytppa from Chlaci\ to a larger
Q\-^i(X

Kingdom^ making him King of all thofe Dominions for- j\

merly belonging to Philip the I ctrarch, adding alfo Abi- ^'

lene which belong'd to Lyfanias. But in the Room of C/z-

mantis he fent Fj:lix^ Brother to his Favourite Pallas., to be
Governour of Judi^a^ Samaria and Galilee ; a Perfon Tuffi-

cicntly noted for all Sorts of Vices and Corruptions. This
fcclix was the tg=Tith Roman Governour of the Jeujs after

the Banifliment of Archelaus.

About the Time of thefc Changes, GalUo elder Brother to ^,.7, ,<;.

the famous Seneca., was fcnt to Corinth to be Proconfui of A- li- 17.

chaia ; a Pf^rfon of ccieb;:ated Virtues and Probity. The
Jcws^ who implacably hated Paid., thought this Governour
3 fit Judge of their Quarrel againlt him, and therefore hav-

ing fcizM upon him, m a tumultuous Manner they carry'd

him before Gallio's Tribunal, accuiiiig him of introducing
^' new Way of Wojihipj contrary to the jcvjip h'}W and

U 4 tl^^
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the Roman Government. The Apoftle was ready to have

pleaded his ov^^n Caufe, but the Proconful told them, T'hat

had It been a Matter of Ktght or IVrong^ that had fallen un-

der the Cognizance of the Chnl 'Judicature^ it VJou'd have

heen proper and reafonable for him to have heard and deter-

min'^d the Cafe ; but finee the Controverfie was only concern-

ing the PunS'ilio^s^ and Niceties of their Religion^ he

•wou^d be no Judge in fuch Matters. But the ^^u^j being ft ill

clamorous, he commanded his Officers to drive them out

of the Court ; and fome of the Towns-Men feiz'd upon
Sofihenes^ the chief Ruler of the Synagogue, and the Head
of Faur% Accufers, and publickly beat him before the Tri-

bunal, the Proconful not at all concerning himfelf with it.

Thus did the Apoftles Enemies in vain attempt to injure

him, God having warranted his Security, and promised, T'hat

no Man fljQzCd be able to hurt him. Paul ftaid in Corinth a

confiderable Time after this Tumult was over, and before

his Departure thence, he wrote his fecond Epiftle to the

Chrifttans of T'hejfalonica^ to fupply the Want of his com-
ing to them, which in his former he had refolv'd on, and

for which, he had in a manner engag'd his Promife. This

was alfo written in the Name ' of Paul^ and Silas or Sil-

' vanus., and Timothy ; and becaufe fome took Occafion
* from what he had faid of the Day of Judgment in his

' lirft Letter, or rather from an Epiftie forg'd in his Name,
' to caufe Men to believe that the Day of the Lord was at

* Hand, he warn'd them not to be feduc'd by thofe falfe

* Teachers, afliiring them, That tho' the Miftery of Ini-

* quity was then working, the Day of Judgment (liou'd not
' happen, till the Man of Sin was come and dcftroy'd. He
* alfo endeavour'd to confirm their Minds in the Faith,

* and to animate them couragioufly to endure Pcrfecution
* from the unbelieving Jews., a loft and undone Race of
* Men, whom the divine Vengeance was ready to over-
' take, giving them Afliirance that he continually pray'd for

* them ; ordering farther, that all idle, diforderly and buiic

* Bodies fhou'd be reprov'd, and avoided as Drones and In-

' cumbrances. In Conclufion, upon Sufpicion that a Lct-
' ter was counterfeited in his Name, that they might not
' be deceiv'd, he inform'd them, that he had lign'd this with
' his own Hand ; which was the chief Token in every
' Epiftle.

A. B, Paul having continued about two Years in Europe., of
5-4. which a Year and an half was in Corinth., where he plant-

Claud, ed a confiderable Church, refolv'd to return into Afia., par-

14. ticular'jy Syria, And taking along with him Aqmla and
'

^ ^ ^
'
Prifiilla,



Chap.V. CL AUDIUS the ^th Rom, Emp. 297

Prifcilia^ at Cenchrea^ the Port and Harbour of C^^r/W//-?, He An.-i'i.

or Aquila (for Criticks are not agreed npon the Perfon) »S~-^^-

liiav'd his Head, in Performance of a Nazoi^ite Vow he

had formerly made, the Time whereof was now expired.

Having fail'd above loo Leagues Eaftv/ard, he landed at

the famous City Ephefus in Ajia Profr/a^ the Metropolis of
thofe Parts, where he preach'd for a iliort Time in a Sy-

nagogue of the Jews^ arguing with them concerning the

Mejjiah. He was much defir'd to ftay in this City, but be-

ing fully determin'd to be at Jcrufale-m at the Pallbver, ei-

ther to confult with Friends, or to make more Converts,

he left Aqmla and Pnfcilla at Ephcfu^^ promifing to return

again to them rt God permitted. And laiiing thence above

200 Leagues South-Eaffcward, he landed at Ccvfar^a^ and

from thence went up to Jertifalem^ which was his fourth

Journey to that City after his Converlion. Having viiited

the Church, and kept the Feail, he went down to Antioch

in Syria ; and after fome little Stay, he traversed the Pro- * ^»'- 1^*

vinces of Galatia and Phrsgta^ confirming the Difciples, ^' ^*

and enjoining them to make Contributions to the Poor
every Lord's Day. While Panl was taking this large Cir-

cuit, Providence took Care of the Churches of Ephefus ^nd
Cor'mth by the Mear^s of one Apolios a Jew of Alexandria^

eminent for his flowing Eloquence, and his admirable Know-
ledge of the Old Teftament, who coming to Ephefus^ tho'

he was only inflruftedin the Rudiments of the Cbriftian^^-

ligion, and the Baptifm of Joh??^ taught the Word of God
with great Boldnefs, and a moit powerful Zeal. And hav-

ing been fully infl:ru6led in the Faith by Aquila and Pri-

fctlla^ he refolv'd to pafs over mtoAchaia^ being particular-

ly recommended by Letters from the Believers of Ephefus

to thofe of Corinth. In this City he prov'd highly fervicea-

ble to the Church, and water'd what Paul had before plant- i Cor. 3.

ed, confirming the Difciples, and powerfully convincing ^'

the Jeivs^ That Jefn was the true and only McjJiah pro-
mised in the Holy Scriptures.

While Apollos was thus happily employ'd xwCorinth^ Paul Aat 19.

having vifited the Churches in Galatia ^nd Phrygia., returnM i-S.

to Ephefus., according to his Promife, bringingleveral Com-
panions along with him. Here meeting with twelve Cbri-

fiian Difciples, he enquir'd of them, l^'^hether fince their

Converfum they had received the miraculous Gift» #/ the Holy
Ghojl ? They intimated, That the Dodrine which they had
received had nothing in it of that Nature ; nor had they ever

heard that any fuch extraordinary Spirit had of late been hc-

flovid upon 'the Church. Whereupon he farther enquired,

In
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Ik what Name they had been baptized
; fince the Chriftlan

Baptifm had ever been adminifter'd m the Name of the Holy
Ghofl:. They anfwer'd, 'That they^ had received no more than

JohnV Ba^itfm ; v/hich tho' it obh'g'd Men to Repentance,
yet it did not fpeak explicitly of .the Holy (Jholl", or its

Gifts and Powers. Upon this the Apoftlc let them know,
That tho* JohnV Bapttjm did openly oblige to nothing but lie-

fentance^ yet it did implicitly acknowledge the whole Dodrine
foncerning Chrill:, and the Holy Ghofi. This Anfwer gave
them fuch Satisfa6lioc, that "'they received from him the

compleat Chnftia-fZ Baptifm, which was in the Name of the

Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. To which the A-
poftle added Confirmatioii, and laying his Hands upon them,
they imznediately recciv'd the Holy Ghofl:, in the Gift of
Tongues, Prophefie, and other miraculous Powers which
were conferr'd upon them. After thisP^/// enter'd into the

Jewijh Synagogue of this City, wLcie for three Months he
^arneftly contended and difputed with the Jews ; endea-

vouring to convince them of the Truth of thofe Things
that concern'd the Chrifiian Religion.

While this great Apoille of the Uncircumcifion was thus

(diligently purfiiing his Miniflry, the other of the Circum-
cilion, St. Peter^ after his Departure i\:om. Antioch

^
preach'd

-rhe Gofpel to the Jews m feveral Provinces of the lefTer

Jfia ; and travelling Eailward, arrivM at the ancient City
Babylon in Chaldcca^ above 700 Miles Ealt of 'Jeru','alem^

where great Numbers of the Jews relided, having a famous
Academy, and feveral Schools. In this City it is probable

that Silas or Silvanus came to him, leaving Paul at Ephe-

fus ; and having the Evangelill Mark with him, from this

Place, and in this Year 5*4, as Mr. Dodwell fairly conje-

<£lures, he wrought his fird Epiille, which is call'd a Ca-
tholick, or general Epiftle. ' It is efpecially directed to
*• the ele61: Strangers, difpers'd through Pontus^ Galatia^
' Cappadocia^ /Ifia^ and Btthynia ; that is to fay, to all the
* converted Jews difpers'd in thoLe feveral Provinces ; and
*- this was fent to them by Silvanus. In this Epiille, after

*- a folemji Thankfgiving to God for their Call to Chriftia-
' »/>y, whereby they had a lively Hope of an eternal Inhe-
* ritance in Heaven, he advis'd them to the Pra6l:ice of fe-

' vcral Virtues, as a Meai:s to maJvc their Calling and Ele-
* (Stion fure«; namely, That they (hou'd live in a conllant
* Worfhip and Fear of God, and inlitate their Mailer Je-
* fus Chnjl in Holinefs and Purity : That they fiiou'd love
' each other fervently and uofeigiiedly, as Brethren not on-
* ]y by Nature but Grace : Ti)at they il:ou!d be diligent

' ticarers
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* Hearers of the Gofpel^ and grow up to Perfedioii by it.

* That they fliouM lead exemplary Lives among the Gen-
* tiles, abftaining from the carnal Lulls fo commonly pradis'd
' among them, and carrying themfelves modeilly and inao-
' cently, that they might convince their Enemies that their

' Calumnies were unreafonable. That they iTiou'd behave
' themfelves well under their refpedive Relations, fubmit-
' ting themfelves to their Governors, whether fupreme or
' fubordinate ; that Servants (hou'd obey their Mailers,
' Wives be fubje^l to their Husbands, and Husbands ho-
' nour their Wives. That they Ihou'd live in Unity, fym-
' pathize with each other in their Afflidions, be compaffio-
* nate and courteous. That they fliou'd endure Perfecuti-
' on patiently, bleffing God for making them like their Ma-
' fter in his Sufferings. Laflly, he exhorted the Pallors and
' Minifters of thofe Churches to take a fpecial Care of
' their Flocks, to teach them diligently, and to govern them
' gently, not feeking for Gain, but to lave their Souls.

The whole is written with a Fervor and Zeal becoming fo

great an Apoftlc ; and fome have thought it was written in

the Hebrew Tongue, but without fufficient Ground. As
for Babylon, from whence it is dated, fome believe it to be
Babylon m JEgypt, others that it means Rome, and others

Jenifalem ; but the Opinion we have follow'd feems to us

to have far greater Probability.

In this Year, the Emperor Claudius began to feel the fa- Sh^u

tal Effe6ls of his Folly and Mifgovernment. After he had Taut,

been freed from a dangerous and infamous Wife, he be-

came Captive to his own Niece Agrippina.^ a Woman of a

vafl: Spirit, and unbounded Ambition, who being marry'dto
him, foon procur'd her own Son Nero to be prefcrr'd be-

fore the Emperor's Son Britannicus ; and ilie was fo zea-

lous for his fucceedin'g in the Empire, that when it was
told her from fome Oracle or Augur, That her Son pou''d
be Emperor, but wou'd be the CauJ'e of her Death, fhe an-

fwerM, Let him. fo he but reig^u. She procured the Deaths
of feveral Ladies of the highefl: Quality, who had been her

Rivals for her Marriage with the Emperor, and made ma-
ny Changes in the greateft Offices ; but in a few Years the

exorbitant Power fhe afliimM JDCcame not only diflaflful to

'

the Nobility, but alfo very troublefomc to Claudius him-
felf ; who, notwithflanding his ftrange Infenfibility, began
heartily to repent of his Marriage with her, and the Adop-
tion of her Son Nero. Which Agrippina foon difcover'd

by his unufual Favours to his Son Britannicu-, and by
what he accidentally declared when he was heated with

• ' • >

•
• Wine,
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Wine, That he had ever been unfortunate in his IVtves^ hut

that none of them had efcafd un^un'tjh^d. Whereupon
Agrt^phia foon took a Refolutioii to procure her Husband's
Death by Poyfon, but was very doubtful what Kind to ufe

;

for fhc thought a llrong Poyfon might make her Villany too
apparent, and a flow one wouM give the Emperor Oppor-
tunity of difcovering fo much of her Pradices, as to pre-

vent her Son's Succcifion ; at length fhe fix'd upon fome
ifingular Potion, that wou'd diftra6t his Senfes, and not too
fuddenly end his Life. For this fhe walitcd not her Affi-

ftants, who infus'd the Poyfon into fome Mufhrooms, a

Dilli that Claudius lov'd beyond Meafure ; but that only
indifpoiing him, Agrippina fuddenly fent for Zenophon her

Phylician, who upon Pretence of making him Vomit, ac-

cording to his ufual Cuftom after his gluttonous Debau-
ches, thruft a poifon'd Feather down his Throat, which
fhortly after ended his Life. Whereupon Agrippina^ as one
overwhelm'd by the Extremity of Grief, embrac'd Britan-

mcus in her Arms, calling him, the dear Image of his Fa-
ther s Face ; and by many Artifices detain'd him and his Si-

fters Auto'aia and OHavia in the Chamber, placing a ftrong

Guard at every Goor and Paffage, and often publifliing.

That the Emperor was flill in an hopeful Condition, till-

fhe found a proper Minute for her Son's Advancement.
Claudius dy'd in the Year 5'4, on the 13th Day of OSioher^

under the Confulfhips of MarceUus and Ariola^ being in

the 64th Year of his Age, and having reign'd 1 3 Years, 8
Months, and 19 Days.

A. D. Ill, Oil the fame Day that the Emperor Claudius ^f^^
5'4* the Palace Gates were fuddenly fet open, and young Nero

Nero, accompahy'd \\'\th Burrhus^ Prefed of the Pr^i'/or/^w Guards,

Roman'
^^^^^^ ^^^ ^*^ ^^^ Cohort then attending, who at the Command

Emferor. ol Burrhus^ rccciv'd him with loud Acclamations, tho'not

v/ithout fome Enquiries after Britannicus^ and carry'd him
in a Chariot to the reft gf the Troops ; where, after a Pro-

mife of a Donative, he was faluted Emperor, and fhortly

after confirm'd by the Senate, and acknowledg'd by the

Provinces, Nero^ tho' but 17 Years of Age, began his

Reign with the general Joy and Satisfaction of the City,

which conceiv'd great Hopes from his outward Endeavours
to fcrve the Publick. For fir ft he promis'd fo govern ac-

cording to the wife Rules and Inftitutions of the great Au-

guftus^ and began both in Words and. Adions to Ihew him-
felf juft, liberal and merciful; conferring Favours, and divi-

ding Mony to the Citizens, moderating Impofitions and
Tributes,
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Tributes, afUgning Penfions to decayM Senators, and ufing
all Men with fuch Courtelie and Humanity, as that there

leem*d no Reafon to fear the fucceeding Mileries. He
fliew'd fuch Clemency and Pity in the Execution of Ju-
ftice and Puniilnnents, that when he was to lign a War-
rant for a condemn'd Perfon, he with a Sigh laid, IVou^d
to Heaven that I knew 'not how to write] And likewifefuch

Modefly to the Senate, that when they applauded him for

the Juilnefs and Regularity of his Adminiliration, he made
Anfwer, Pr^y defer yoTir Thanks till I deferve them. So that

ft feem'd as if Heaven had fcnt the Romans fuch a Prince
as they deiir'd ; and his firft five Years Government was fo
excellent in general, that the famous Emperor Trajan after-

wards faid, That for that Space all Government came port
cf his. But a great part of this is to be attributi:d to the

wife Condudl of Burrhus and Seneca.^ who Vv^ere the young
Emperor's Guides and Governors, in equal Authority, and
equal Sharers in divers Faculties ; Burrhus in military Di-
fcipline, and Gravity of Manners ; Seneca m Precepts of
Eloquence, and courteous Demeanors. Yet in this Space
Nero fell into divers Kinds of Extravagancies and Impie-

ties ; and how abominably lewd and fcandalous, how uh-
naturally cruel and barbarous, and how prodigious a Mon-
ger he proved in a few Years, wc fliali have a proper Occa-
on to fay fomcthing of hereafter.

In the firft Year of his Reign, he made Ariftobulm the A. D. L
Son of Herod of Chalcu^ King of tiie leiler Armenia ; and ^^. \

added to Agrifpa\ Kingdom four Cities with their Terri- Nero,
'

tories, Abila and Julias beyond Jordan.^ and Tiberias and \

Tarichcca in Galilee : So that the Dominions of F^lix were iT

fomewhat abridged. At this Time Judiea began to be over- J^f^i^'

run with Robbers, Enchanters and Deceivers of the Vul-
gar, who daily became Sacrifices to this Governor

;
parti-

cularly Eleazar^ who had commanded a coniiderable Troop
for many Years, who was fent bound to Rome himfelf,

and had all his Allociates crucify 'd. Tho' F^lix feem'd
thus careful of the Publick, yet he was a wicked Gover-
nor, and was Guilty of many Impieties, and corrupt Pra-

ctices. In the beginning of his Government he was cap-

tivated with the Beauty of Agrippd's Sifter Drujilla ; and
tho' Ihe was marry'd to Azizus., King of the. Emeffenians^
by the Aftiftance of a Magician call'd Simon^ he perfuaded
her to quit her Husband and marry him, and likewile to
renounce her Reli_(^ion, which was that of the Jews. Not
long after Fcelix turn'd his Hatred againft Jonathan., one of
the Chief Priefts, who having by his Intereft procur'd him

this
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rhis Government of the Emperor, took the Freedom to re-

prove him for his frequent Mifmanagements ; which proved

lb unealie to him, that he refolvM upon his Death, and to

ct!e6t his Defign, by a great Sum of Mony, he corrupted

one of this Fricft's Confidents call'd Dora^ engaging
him to bring in a convenient Number of AlTaffinates tomur-
ther Jor.athan. Several of thefc reforted to Jerufalem^ un-
der tiic Colour of Devotion, v^ith fliort Svt^ords hid under
their Garments, w^ho mixing v^^ith this Prieft's Family, firll

accofted him civilly, and then flew him : And becaufe this

Murther was unpunifh'd, many invited by this Licentiouf-

nefs, repaired to the City at publick Times, hiding their Swords
after the fame Manner, and being in Throngs, freely kill'd

fuch as were Enemies to them, or to their Friends that

hired them ; and this not only in the Streets and publick

Places, but alfo in the Temple it felf, where Men juftly

expelled the greatefl: Security.

^ jy Thus was Jcrnfalcm infeiled with Robbers and Murther-
'^ ers: And as touching Magicians and Deceivers, they, ac-

Nero cording to our Saviour's Predictions, entic'd and drew great

j_

' Multitudes into the Defarts, promifing to fhew them Signs

-r and Miracles wrought by the Power of the Almighty; but

fuch as were perfuaded after them fufficiently futfer'd for

their Folly, being purfuM by fome Troops from Falix^ and
cut in pieces. But a c<^nim .Egyptian Jew ^ a falfe Prophet,

occafion'd far greater Mifchiefs to the Jews : For being a

Magician, he came into Jttd.ea^ and calling himfelf a Pro-
phet, gathered together almoll: 30000 Jews^ ofwhom St. Luke
names 4000 as Murtherers, Ads 21. 38. Thefe Men fol-

lowing him as the expedfed MeJJiah^ cam(? from the Defarts

to Mount Olivet^ where he promis'd th(^m^That theypou'd
jhortly fee the IValls of Jerufalem fall to the Ground^ from
whence they fljui^d drive the Roman Forces^ and fix the Seat

of his Empire there. But F^vlix being informed of his Pro-
grefs and Deligns, met him at the Foot of the Mountain
With his Legions, and a great Number of other Jews ; and
engaging with him, many were killM, others taken Prifo-

ncrs, and the reif difpcrs'd into the Country ; but the JE-
gypt:a-a efcap'd in the Battel, Vv'ith fome Followers, who
were never heard of after. Thefe being thus fupprefs'd, a-

nother Party, as it often happens in fick Bodies, began to

arife : For fome Magicians and Robbers being gathered to-

gether, exhorted the People to Ihake off the lioman Yoke,
and thrcatned prefent Death to fuch as fuffer'd fo fhameful

a Servitude; fo that they conltrain'd many toDifobediencc,

fubmit. Thefe Men being difpers'd

all
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all over th^ Country robb'd and pillag'd the Honfcs of the

Rich, killing many, and firing Villages; fo thattU Jud.va

was in extream Fear of them. After which there hapned a

great Sedition and Difturbance in C.vjarea between the Jews
and Syrians in that Place, which ended to the great Damage
of the former, and to the enriching of Rcltx^ who never

faird to make fufficient Advantages of all fuch Tum.ults

:

So that every Day the Jews felt the Beginnings of God's
Vengeance, and the Fore-runners of their final Ruin.

I V . Durmg thefe Troubles in ^ud^ca^ P^;!z/ diligently

purfu'd his Miniftry in the great City E^'hefus ; and after he
had preach 'd three Months in the Synagogue of the Jews^
and found moft of them obftinate in their Infidelity, he
withdrew himfelf from their AlFcmblies, and repaired to a

publick School of one T'yrannus^ a Chr'tfilan Convert, with

the reft of the Difciples. In this Place he continu'd two
whole Years, and converted fo many from all Parts of the

World, who coming to this City upon the Accoijnt of Com-
merce and its renowned Temple, had Opportunity of hear-

ing the Gofpcl, that partly by Perfons fent on Purpofe, and
partly by accidental Converfation, all that dwelt lYi the Pro--

eonfular Afia heard the Word of God, both Jews and
Greeks. Paul tarryM longer in this City than in any other

Place, meeting here with uncommon Difficulties in the

Conqueft of Philofophers, Magicians and other Superftiti-

ous Perfons ; which caus'd him to ufe more than ordinarv

Labour, as well as Time. Upon which account he preachM
not only in Publick, but in private Houfes, concealing no-
thing that cou'd be ufeful to his Auditors, warning all Men,
and inftruding every one Night and Day with Tears, con-
tinually affording them an Example of Humility and Pati-

ence. God was pleas'd to join his Power to thefe Endea-
vours of the Apoitle, working extraordinary Miracles by his

Hands, and putting fuch a wonderful Virtue into his Body,
that if Napkins or Handkerchiefs were but touch'd by him,
and apply'd to the Sick and PoiTefTed, they immediately cur'd

them. Yet all thefe Miracles had but fmall Effe61: upon
the obftinate Jews., till a new Accident awaken'd their

Thoughts ; which was occafion'd by feven Brothers, the

Sons of owe Scez-a 'xjevj'ifh Priell, who travel'd from Town
to Town, as fevcral other Jews did, to call out Devils,

and cure Difcafes by their Eiorcifms for Mony. Before
our Saviour's Coming, the Jews us'd the Name of the

God of Abraham^ Ifaac and Jacob to work thefe Etfe61:s ;

>4 hile our Saviour liv'd^ the) did it in his Name, and after

ms
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his Dcath^ dill contiiiuM to be efFeded by fomc that were
not Belic/^rs, as fevcral of the Fathers telHfie. But Chr'ijl

wou'd not always fuftcr his Name to be abiis'd through
'

Vanity and Interell, and therefore made the Devil an In-

llrument to punilli the Profanation of it : For when thefe

Brothers exorcisM a certain Demoniack, commanding him
to come out in the Name of Jej'ns^ whom Faul preached

;

the Devil reply 'd, Jefus / kmw^ and Paul / know ; but who
are ye ? and fetting upon them, tore off their Cloaths,

wounded their Bodies, and fcarce fuffer'd them to depart

with Life. This Accident being divulg'd in Epheph-^ a-

mong both Jews and Gentiles^ lill'd them with fuch a re-

verential Fear, that none dared to fpeak of the Name of

Jefui^ but with profound Refpedt. This ahb brought ma-
ny over to the P^aith, cauiing them to confefs their Sins,

and forfake their wicked Arts, and burning fo many Ma-
gical Books as amounted to i5'oo Pounds of our Mony,

1 fflr.iS. they became lincere Chrtftians. Thus did the Gofpel fpread
?• and prevail, and this was that great Door which St. Paul

ji^sof' ^^ys was open'd to him at Ephefui
;
yet it was not without

much Oppofition, and great Perfecution from the Jews and
fome others, who daily laid wait for him, and fought to

call him to the wild Beails. He hazarded his Life to fave

others, and dy'd daily, that they might live for ever.

A. D. -^^^^ having continu'd above two Years in Ephefus^ took
" '^ * up fome Refolutions to return into Macedonia and Achaia^

xTgj.Q and winter at Corinth^ and fo pals to Jcrufalem^ where he

3
' defign'd to celebrate the Feall of Pentecofi : After which

4; Circuit he intended for Rome^ to viiit the Church there,

A^s 19. which he had delired to do many Years, and beg'd of God to

^rUr\e ^^^^^ h^s Way to them. But this Journey being deferr'd

J,
6.' ' for fome Time, he fent "Timothy and Eraftus into Macedo-

nia^ appointing the former to viiit the Church of Corinth

before his Return, and prepare their Alms for Jerufalem.

Not long after Timothy's Departure, ApoEos^ Stephamis^

Fortunatus^ and Achaicus came from. Corinth to Paul^ bring-

ing him an Account of the State of that Church from fome
Perfons of the Family of Chloe^ and alfo a Letter from the

Church it felf, deliring a Refolution of feveral Points con-
cerning Marriage and Chaility ; and fome other Subje6i:s.

By the Account from thefe Perfons, he undcrftood the di-

ll:ra6i:ed and bad Condition of that Church ; That the Co-

rinthians were unhappily divided into many Parties and Fa-
£tions upon the z\ccount of their Teachers, fome adhering

to Paui^ others to Cephas or Peter
^

( who, as Clemens in

his Epirtle fays, was at Corinth when ApoUos was there

)

and
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and others to Apollos^ and others to Chriji^ feparating from,

and contemning each other, as not fo well, or ediryingly

inftruded : That many Dilbrders were committed at their

Love-Feafts, and the Holy Sacrament corruptly and irre-

verently celebrated: That the ChriJiiansm]Mx'*d and defraud-

ed each other, and went to Law at the Heathen Tribunals

;

and, that a Chriflian of their City had marry 'd his Mother-
in-Law, and that fome deny'd the Refurredion. In An-
fwer therefore to this Account and their Letter, Paul com-
posed his firft Epiftle to the Corinthians^ ' v/herein he fharp-

^ ly reprov'd them for their Affedation, teaching them that

' they ought not to fay, They were of this or that Pcrfon,
' but of Jefus Chrift : That Minifters ought not to boaft,

' or afcribe the Converfion of the People to their own E-
' loquence and Abilities ; for that God did not convert the
' World by this human Wifdom, but by the Preaching of the
* Foolifl-inefs of the Crofs. He inform'd them that they ought
* to excommunicate the inceftuous Perfon, left his Example
' ihou'd infe61: others : He blam'd their litigious Law-Suits,
* adviiing them to refer their Differences to fome prudent
' Perfons of the Church : To bring them to the right Ufe
* of the Sacrament, he propounded the Inftitution, exhort-
' ing them to fit themfelves for it by examining their Lives.
• He anfwer'd their Queftions concerning Marriage, Cele-
' bacy, and Meats offer'd to Idols ; adding feveral Things
' concerning the Veils that Women were to wear, of i\\^

' different Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, of the Excellency of
' Charity, of the Gift of Tongues, of Prayer in a known
' Tongue, of the Truth of the Gofpel, and the Certainty
' of the Refurredion. This Epiftle was written i\\ the

Name of himfelf, and of Softhenes ; and was fent to Co-

rinth by Stephanus^ Fortunatus^ and Achaicus ; ApoUos^ tho'

defir'd, being not willing to go along with them. Some
are of Opinion that St. Faul wrote a former Epiftle to the

Corinthians^ which they ground upon the Words of Chap,

f. 9. / ijjrote u?ito you tn an Epiftle^ &c. but thefe Words
may very well be referr'd to the foregoing Part of this E-
piftle. What Effed this Epiftle had,' the next inform us

;

it brought them to a ferious Remorfe for their Faults, and

a careful Vigilance of doing their Duty for the Future; and

none more than the inceftuous Perfon, who fell into, fuch

Sorrow, that PWfear'd he Oiou'd be fwallow'd up with it.

Not long after Paul writ an Epiftle to xhtGalaitans^ up-

on this following Occafion : He had preach'd twice in the

Province of Ga/atia^ firft in the Year yi, and next in the

Year 5-4, finding the Inhabitants very ready and compliant

X Auditors.
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Auditors. And as they embrac'd the Faith readily, fo God
approv'd their Sincerity by beftowing on them the Holy
Spirit ; and running well, they made a confiderable Pro-

grcfs in the Ways of Trutn, and gave good Proofs of their

Conitancy, by fui!edng many Things for the Gofpel. But
after Paul\ Departure, they deviated from the Truth, and
began to entertain another Gofpel : For certain Jews who
had embrac'd the Faith, coming to Galatia^ taught them,

That Faith in Chrift was not lufficient to fave them, but

that they mu(t alfo be circumcifed
;

pretending the Com-
mands and Practices of the three great x\poftles, Peter, James
and John : And whereas the Galatians aliedg'd, that they

had receiv'd no fuch Doctrine from Paul-^ they told them,

That he was not to be compar'd with thofe Lights of the

Church, who had receiv'd their Do6lrine from the Mouth
of Chrtfi himfelf, and were infpired with extraordinary

Knowledge ; whereas Paul was no Apoftle, but taught

by them, or fome others. Thefe falfe Teachers pretended

a great Zeal for the Salvation of the Galatians, tho' indeed

they chiefly aim'd at their own Intcreil, and to bring them
under the Mofaick Inflitutions ; and the Galattans being a

dull and ignorant People, cou'd not fee through their fair Pre-

tences, but fufFer'd themfelves to be carry'd away with tlieir

Doctrine. Paul having heard of this their Apoflacy from
the Truth and Purity of the Gofpel, thought it necellary to

write this Epiflle to them. In which '• he manifefted a
' Zeal proportionable to the Caufe he undertook, charging
' them with Madnefs and Folly, to be led away with luch
' extravagant Errors, that overturn'd the Foundation of the
' Gofpel ; and proving that he had his Dodrine andApoflle-
' Ihip from Jej7isChrtjth\mi^^\t, and that he found it necef-
' faryto rcpiovQ Peter at /^fitioch for his DilTimulation, and
^ too great Condefceniion to fuch Judaizers. After which he
' proauc'd feveral Arguments from Scripture to convince
* them of their Error ; demonftrating, that the Slavery of
* the Law brought a Curfe with it, deftroy'd their Chrtjli-

' an Liberty, and that no Man couM be juftify'd by it in
* the Sight of God ; That the Law was not given for Ju-
* ftilication, but to be fubfervient to it ; not to leave Men
* under a Curfe, but to fnew them the Curfe, and drive
* them from, it ; the Way in which Men were to feek for
* Juftincation, but not the Means to obtain it. Among
* his Reproofs and Argum.ents he mingled feveral Exhor-
* rations to that Church, full of Paternal ^i\^ Apoilolick
' Charity ; and becaufe he always took as much Care of
' their Maimers as their Faith, towards the latter end he

' gave
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' gave them many excellent Dircdions and Rules to mode-
' rate, and govern their Conversation. He wrote thisEpi-
* file all w^ith his own Hand, contrary to his ordinary Cu-
' ftom of di6lating.

A little before Paul's Departure from this City, an Ac- Aas 19,

cident hapned that involv'd him in great Trouble and Dan- »3- 4'

ger. Ephefus above all the Cities in the Eafl: was celebrat-

ed for the famous Temple of DUna^ a moil magnificent

Strudure, which for Beauty, Riches and Capacioufnefs,

was reckoned one of the feven Wonders of the World
;

in which was a fam'd Image of this Goddefs, fo admirably

wrought, that it was generally believ'd to have been form*d
by Jupiter^ and dropM down from Heaven; for which Rea-
fon not only Ephefus^ but the whole World had a mighty
Veneration for it. Of this Temple and Image, either

through Superftition or Curioh'ty, it was very ufual both

for the Citizens and Travellers to have Silver Shrines and

Mo.dels : For the making of which great Numbers of Sil-

Ver-Smlths were employed and maintained, among whom
Demetrius was a leading Man, who forefeeing that if the

Chriftian Religion encreas'd, their gainful Employment
wouM be ruin'd, immediately calFd together the Men of
his ProfefTion, and reprefented to them, That this Paul had
not only perverted the City^ but the whole Province^ and per-

fuaded the People that the Images they made and worJpip''d

were no real Gods ; by which Means their Trade and Liveli-

hood was in danger of being loft ; and what was worfc^ the

Honour and Reputation of the great Goddefs Diana, whom all

Afia and the IVorld ador''d. Being fired with this Difcourfe,

they all cry'd out. Great is Diana of the Ephelians ! and the

whole City was immediately in aTumult and Uproar, who
fcizing upon Gaius and Ariftarchus two of Paul's, Compa-
nions, hurry'd them into tlie publick Theatre, probably to

caft them to the wild Beaits. Paul hearing of their Dan-
ger, not regarding his own Life, wou'd have ventur'd him-
Iclf among them, had not the ChnJUans^ and even fomc of
the Afiarchj:^ Managers of the Theatrical Games, diifauded

him from it. Great was the Noife and Confufion of the

Multitude, the major Part not fo much as knowing the

Reafon of the Concourfe. In which Dillradlion Alfxa^^difr

a Jew^ being thrull forward by his Countrymen, endeavou-
red to make an Apology to the i'eople, intending, no doubt,

to clear himlclf by calHng the whole Blame upon Paul and
the Chriftians. But the Multitude perceiving him to be a

Jew, and thereupon fufpeiting he was one of i *^.v/'s Af-
tbciates, began to raife a luud Out-cry for near two Hours

X 2 to^etheif
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together, wherein nothing cou'd be heard but Grr^? /j Diana
0/ M^Ephefians ! ThcNoife being a h'ttle abated, the Town- .

Clerk or Recorder, a difcrect and prudent Man, came forth,

and calmly told them, That it was Sufficiently known to all

the World what a mighty Veneration the City o/Ephefus had
for the great Goddefi Diana, and the famous Image which fell

from Heaven^ fo that there needed not that Dijiurhance to

vindicate its kepntatirn : That they had feiz'd on Perfons

'Tjjho were neither guilty of Sacrilege nor Blafphemy ag^inji

their Goddcfs ; that if Demetrius and his Company had any

juft Charge againfl thcm^ the Courts were fittings and they

might prefer their Indidrnent ; or if their Controverfy were a--

bout any other Matter^ it might be determined by fuch a pro-

per yudicature as the Law appointed : that therefore they

ought to be pacify''d^ having done more already than they coiCd

anfvjer^ and being in great Danger of being punijh''d for that

Day^s riotous Afjemhly. With which prudent Difcourfe he
appeas'd and fent home the Multitudes ; but Faul^ tho' he
fell not into their Hands, yet was in fo great Danger, that

he fpeaks of it as of a miraculous Deliverance. ' We had
' the Sentence of Death in our felves, that we fhou'dnot
*" trufi: to our feives, but in God who raisM the Dead, who
' deliverM us from fo great a Death, 2 Cor. i, 9, 10.

Aai^o. Shortly after the Dilturbance was ovQr.,Paul having con-

^Y^* , tinu'd near three Years at Ephefis^mid founded a very great

iiri'-V ^rid conliderable Church, call'd the Chriftians together, and
rw. 7. with all the Marks of mutual Love, took his Leave of

them, having firil conflituted Timothy BiOiop and Governor
of the Church, as feveral of the Ancients teftifie. He tra^

veird about 200 Miles Northwards to Troas before he took

Shipping, expedfing and defiring to meet T/Vwj- there ; but

miffing him, he purfuM his Voyage into Macedonia. In this

Country he gave many Exhortations to a found Faith and
holy Life; and as he tells us himfelf, prcach'd the Gofpcl
round about unto Iffyricum.^ fome Parts of Macedonia bor-

dering on that Province. He met with many Troubles and
Dangers in this Journey, without were Fightings and Con-
tentions, within were l-'cars and Sufpicions ; but God who
comforts thofe who are call down, comforted him by the

Arrival of Titus., who gave him an x\ccount of the good
Etl-e61:s his EpiRle had at Corinth., how great a Reformation
it liad wrou;.;ht, and how all the Chriftians feparated them-
felves from the Company of the incejfiuous Perfon, and had

deliver'd him to Satun-^ at which he was fo much humbled,
that he carncftly deiirM the Apoltle^s Abfolution. Titus alfo

afTur'd him, that the Alms of the Corinthians for the Jews
wcr^
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were ready ; which he fignify'd to the Macedonians to pro-

voke them to a liberal Contribution, as he did theirs to thq

Corinthians. But notwithllanding the good Effects of his

firft Epiftle,. yet ftill feveral vain-glorious Teachers perlilled

in their Contumacy, vilifying the Apoltle's Authority, and

miiinterpreting his Words and Actions
;

particularly they

charged him v/ith Levity in deferring his intended Coming
to them, with Severity and Ullirpation in his Dealings with

the inceftuous Perfon, and with Contempt and Carnality in

overthrowing the Mofaick Law; and that tho* he was im-

perious in Writing, his Perfon was abject and contemptible.

Having recciv'd a full Account from 7;>//x, he thought it

necellary to write a fecond EpilHe to the Con-ntbians^ which
he fent by Titus and two other Brethren, this biding the

Jifth Epidle that he writ. It was written from Phtlippi in

Macedonia., in the Name of Panl and Timothy.^ and dirc61:cd

to the Church of God in Corinth., ' and to all the Saints in
' Achaia-, in it he excus'd his not coming dire6liy to Co-
' nnth., for fear of occaiioning their Sorrow, commended
' their Zeal againfl: the incelluous Perfon, and allow'd them
' to be reconciled to him. After which he juftify'd his Con-
' du61:, vindicated the Dignity and Miniftry of the Gofpel,
' and prov'd the Excellency of it above that of the Law;
^ farther exhorting them to a liberal Contribution by the
* Example of the Macedonians., finding their Alms to come
' fhort of what he expc6led. He difclalm'd the falfe Teach-
' ers, who feduc'd them, and endeavour'd to eflrange them
' from him, thrcatning them w^th Ins Apoilolick Authori-
^ ty; and that he might fecure them againll their wicked
' Indnuations, he v/as oblig'd againft his Inclination to glo-
' ry in his Revelations, his extraordinary Labours and Suf-
' ferings for the Gofpel ; in Delivery of which he us'd much
* Eloquence, which v/as natural to his Pen. In a Word,
* he fpoke to them with x\uthority, and teftify'd that he was
* as firm and bold as ever.

Paul having pafs'd over Mace, Ionia came into Greece., Aat 20.

that is, into Achaia^ and continued there for the Space of '•

three Months, rciiding principally at the Metropolis of it

Corinth. Here having gotten together a Contribution for

the poor Saints at 'Jerujalem., juft before his Departure he

wrote his famous Epiflle to the Romans., the largelt and the

lixth Epiille he wrote, tho' either for the Dignity of the City

of Rome., or the Profoundnefs of its Subjccl: and Matter,

firft plac'd in the lacred Canon. The Apoille had heard of
fomeDifagreements both of Judgment and Affection among
the Chrifttuiis -^t Rome ^ who were partly believing Jevjs.,and

X 3 paiily
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partly believing Gentiles. The former claimM the Prefe-

rence upon the Account of their great Privileges and Reve-
lations, and the MeJJlah's coming from their Nation, and
mingled the Law and Gofpel together in point of Juftifica-

tion, zealoufly contending for the NeccfTity of Circumcifi-

on : The latter maintain'd, that the Jews for the moft part

had reje6led their MeJ/iah^m^d continu'd Unbelievers, boait-

ing of their own Philofophy and the Light of Nature ; and
becaufc they were exempted from the Obfervation of the

Mofaick Rites, they usM their Chriftian Liberty not without

fome Otfence. ' Whereupon the Apoftle delivered his

' Judgment with that Wifdom, as to beat down all Opini-
* on of Merit in both Parties, uniting them both in Jeftts
* Chrift as the chief Corner Stone, and fhewing that God's

'* calling either Jew or Gentile was an A61 of pure Mercy.
* He firlt humbled the Gentiles., by (hewing them the Blind-
' nefs and Impiety of their Philofophers ; and then thtjews.,

^ by declaring that they themfelves did what they condemned
* in the Pagans

;
proving alfo by the Example of Abraham.,

* That a Man was juftifyM by Faith only, but fuch a Faith
' as was afeluated by Love; and that no Man was juftify'd

' by Works, as th^Jews affirm'd. Then he manifefted the
' Effeds of original Sin, and the Power it had even in the
* Regenerate; and explain'd the profound Queftion con-
' cerning Election and Reprobation, in his Diftourfe of the
' Calling of the Gentiles

.^^

and the Rej e6i:ion ofthe Jews. To
* thefe Dodrines of Faith he added feveral Chapters con-
' cerning Moral and Chriftian Duties, chiefly the fth, 6th,

* 1 2th, and 13th Chapters; in which he produced many ad-
' mirable In{tru6l:ions, and Inftances of Evangelical Obcdi-
' ence. He had not been at Rome when he wrote this E-
piftle, but being an Apoftle of the Gentiles he look'd upon
them as part of his Charge, tho' that Church was planted

by fome other Perfon. It was written by T'ertius his Ama-
nuenfis, and carry'd to Rome by Phahe., a Diaconefs of the

Church ofCencbrcea.
A. D. Paul having continued three Months in Greece., at laft rc-

S^' folv'd to go into Syria.,to carry the Alms which he had ga-
^^^O? ther'd in Macedonia and Greece., to the poor Chrijiians in

f" _ Jud^a. His firft Defign was to take the fliorteft cut by Sea,
5" but having Information that the Jews defign'd to intercept

^^^ 10. him by the Way, he determined to go about through Mace-
V'^^' donia. He was accompany'd bj Sopater of Beraa., Arijlar-

chus and Secundus of Theffalonica., Tychicus and "Trophimus of

Afia., Gains of Derbe., and Timothy., as far as Philippi ; from
whence he fent them to Troas^ ordering them to ftay there

'till
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'till he came to them. At Philippi he continued with the

Evangelift Luke and fome others, 'till after the PalTover,

and celebrated the Feafl: with the Philippians^ a very pious

and charitable People; this being the third Time of his vi-

liting that Church. Setting fail from thence, in rive Days he

landed atTro^, and there he tarry 'd fevenDays. While he

remain'd in this Town, the Chrijlians met, according to

their Cultom, on the rirft Day of the Week, to celebrate

the Lord's Supper, and the other Parts of divine WorChip.
Here Paul preach'd to them ; and becaufe he was to leave

them the next Day, he lengthned out his Sermon 'till Mid-
night, neither Preacher nor Hearers being tired ; only a

young Man nam'd Eutychus dilturb'd their Devotion, who
fitting in a Window, and falling into a deep Sleep, fell

down from the third Loft, and was taken up dead. But
God made ufe of this Accident to magniric his Power, and
his Apoftle's Miniftry; for Paul going down, and falling

upon him in Imitation of the Prophets Elijah and Eltjba^

immediately brought him to Life, bidding the Company not

be concern'd Imce he was alive. Tho' Paul maniiellly

rais'd nim from the Dead, yet through Humility, he feem'd

to conceal the Miracle ; and after that proceeded in the di-

vine Offices, and the Celebration of the Sacrament, adding

farther Exhortations 'till break of Day, when all departed

to their Houfes, greatly rejoicing for the young Man's Re-
ftau ration.

The next Day Paul departed from Troas^ and went on ^^i ao.

Foot to /ijfos^ a few Miles South of it, probably that he '5--^^-

might give fome Inftrudions to the Chrijlia?is dwelling in

the Way. At AJos he met with Luke and his other Com-
pany, whom he had fent before to meet him there by Sea,

and taking Ship they all faill'd to Mitylene^ a City in the

llle oi Lesbos, l^he next Day they faii'd thence, and flood

over againft the Ifle Chios^ and the Day following arriv'd

at Samos, another Ifle in the Aegean Sea, and landed at

Trogyllium^ a Promontory of luma^ near Samos ; and the

next^Day he went to Miletus.^ a City and Port of Caria, a-

bove 30 Miles South of Ephefus, Paul b^ing dciirous to

be at Jerufalem before Pentei;oJ}^ that he might celebrate

the Feaft, wou'd not go up to Ephefu<^ leil that Journey
fhou'd detain him too long, but fent for the Presbyters and
Governors of the Church, thinking it neccllary to give them
a particular Charge of the Flock upon which he had wor-
thily fpent lb much Time, and which he knew not whe-
ther he cou'd fee again. At their Arrival he put them in mind,
li'tth what Intezr'tt'i and Affe^ton.. with what Humility and

X ;. fidelity.
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fidelity^ and with how great Danger and Trouble he had been

converfant arnongfi them^ and had preach''d the Gofpel to them^

everjince hts coming into thofe Parts : That he had not faiVd

to acquaint them both publickly and privately^ with whatfo-

^ver might be profitable to their Souls^ urging both Jews and

Gentiles to Repentance and Reformation^ and an hearty Eft'

tertainrnent of the Faith of Chrill : That now he was deter-

min'^d to go up to Jerufalcm, where he knew not what parti-

cular Sufferings wou'd hefal htm^ only he had been informed

by the Holy Spirit^ in every Place^ that great Afflictions and

Irnprifonment attended htm : But that all this did not -move

him^ who valu'^d not his own Life^ fo he might but fucceflfully

propagate the holy Gofpel^ and triumphantly finijfj his Courfe :

That he knew that henceforth they Jhoud/ee his Face no more^

hut he had this particular Comfort^ that they themfehes cotCd

teftifie that he was clear from the Blood of all Men^ and that

J10 Soul had perififd throt{gh his Negligence. He told them^

that now he was to bid them finally adieu^ the whole Care of

that Flock of God was devolved upon them ; wherefore he ad-

jur'^d them to be infi.nitely tender and careful of themfeheSy

and of that Flock^ over 'which the Floly Ghofi himfelf had
made them Overfeers^ andfor which Chrift had paid no lefs a

Purchafe than his own Blood. For that after hts Departure.^

there Jbou'd arife Seducers., who like devouring IFolves., (hou^d

enter upon their Flock., and make a Prey both of their Eftates

and Souls ; ofwhom many Gjoiidfpring from themfehes^whom
they had leaft Reafon tofufped: That therefore they Jbou'd be

vigilant., remembring with what Tears and Sorrow., he had

for three Tears f?iccejfively warned them of thefe Things. He
concluded his Difcourie with a folemn Recommendation
of them to God'^s fpecial Grace and ProteSiion., wiping them
all the Benefits of the Gofpel., Perfection of Knowledge here.,

and an heavenly Fnheritance hereaftery and cautioning them a-

gainft Avarice^ and making a Prey of their Flocks., which he

himfelf had avoided., who had chofen rather to work with his

own Hands., than be too Burthenfom to them ; that fo ought

they alfo to act fo as they might fupport themfehes a:-?d otherSy
kcwg mindful of that excellent Saying of the blejjed ]^^MS., ^ It

* is more blejfed to give., than to receive. After this farewcl

Sermon, the Apodle kneel'd down, and concluded all with

a folemn Prayer : Which done, they all melted into Tears,

and with the livelieilExprefllons of Sorrow attended him to

\!?iQ Ship ; tho' that which made the deeped Impreffion upon
their Minds was, that he had told them, That theypoud
fee his Face no more.

Having
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Having faird from Miktih-^ Paul and his Companions ^^' i«»

came with a (Iraight Courfc to Coos^ and the next Day to
^'^7.

Rhodes^ two Illes in the JEgcan Sea, and from thence to

Patara^ a Port and Metropolis of Lya^, where they changed

their Ship, and enter'da Vcllcl bound for73r^ in Phc-enicia^

and leaving Cyprus on the left Hand, they landed at Tyre

after five Days fail. Here meeting with fome Chrijlians^

Paul was advis'd by thofe among them W'ho had the Gift

of Prophefie, that he Ihould not go up to Jcrujulem : But
he could not yield to their Proposals; and having (laid with

them a Week, he proceeded in his Journey, the C/rriJlians

with their Wives and Children accompanying him to the

Ship, where before his Entrance, he embrac'd them and

pray'd with them on the Shore, as he had done at Mtlam,
From Tyre they fail'd a ^iivr Leagues to Piolemah:^ 2l City

of Phoenicia near Galilee^ where only fainting the Brethren,

they came the next Day to Ccefarea. Here they lodg'd in

the Houfe of Philip the Evangelift, one of the feven

Deacons that were firft fet apart by the Apoflles, who had

four Virgin Daughters, all endu'd with the Gift of Prophe-

fie. During their fhort Stay here, Agabus a Chrijiian Pro-

phet came down thither from Jud^ea^ who taking PanPs
Girdle bound his own Hands and Feet with it, iblemnly
fhewing them, That by that external Symbol^ the Holy Ghoji

did fignifie and declare^ That Paul frJou'd be thus treated by

the Jews At Jerufalem, and be by thera deliver''d over to the

Hands of the Gentiles. Whereupon they ail earnciily be-

fought him, That he wou'd divert his Courje to fome other

Place; but the Apoftle having an invincible Courage ask'd

them, lyhat they meant by thofe compaffionate DiJJuafives to

add more Affli^iion to his Sorrow ? That he was now ready

not only to fuffer Imprifonment at Jerufalem, but alfo Death
it feIffor the Sake of Chrill and his Religion. Finding his

Refolution fix'd and immovable, they importun'd him no
farther, but left the Event to the divine Will and Pleafure.

And all Things being in Readinefs, Patil and his Compa-
ny fet forwards for ^erufalem^ and arriving at the City, they
were kindly a;rd joyfully entertain'd by the Chriflians there,

lodging at the Houfe of one Mnafon of Cyprus^\n old Di-
fciple, and one of the feventy. This was St. Paul's lad

Journey to Jerufalem that we are certain of, and the fifth

from his Conveilion: His firft was in the Year 38, his fe-

cond in 44, his third in 49, his fourth in 5-4, and this his

laft in the Year 5-8, about 23 Years after his Converlion, and
pine from the Council ofjerfffalem,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

From St. PaulV laft Journey to Jerufalem, to

the Beginning of the firft General Terfe-
cution of the Church under the Emperor
Nero.

Contahiing the Term of about fix Tears,

I-r\ AUL and his Company being arrivM at JerufaUm^
• Y^ with the Colledion for the indigent Chrifiians^ the
JL fecond Day repair'd with them to the Houfe of the

Apoftle J^mts the Bifhop, where the rell of the Presbyters

and Governors of the Church were met together. After
mutual Salutations, Paul gave them a particular Account
with what Succefs God had blefsM him in propagating

Chrifiianity among the Gentiles^ for which they all glorify'd

the Almighty ; but withal inform'd him, T'hat he was now
come to a Place^ where there were many thoufands of Jewifh
Converts^ who ftill retain'd a mighty "Zeal and Veneration for
the haw o/Mofes, and who had beenaffur'^d^ 'That he taught
the Jews, whom he had converted in every Place^ to renounce

Circumc'tfion^ and the Ceremonies of the Law: That as foon
4s the Multitude heard of his Arrival^ tJyey would certainly

gather together to watch his Behaviour in that Matter ; and
therefore to prevent future Dijiurbances^ they thought it advi-

fable^ that Jince there was at that Timefour Men^ who were to

accomplip a particular Vow
^ Jhe pould join himfelf to them^

perform the ufual Rites and Ceremonies with them^ and pro-

vide fuch Sacrifices as the Lav> required in that Cafe^ and
that in Difcharge of their VoVJ they might fhave their Heads :

By which it might appear^ That the. Reports fpread concerning

htm were wholly Groundlefs^ and that himfelf did flill obferve

the Rites and Orders of the Mofaical Infiitution. But as for

the Gentile ConvertSy they requir'^d no fuch Obfervances at

their Hands^ nor expeded any Thing more from them in thefe

indifferent Matters^ than what had bee)i. before dttermii^^d by

the Apoflolical Synod in that Place^ namely^ an abfiaining

from meats offered to Idols
^
fromThings firangled^ from Bloody

and from Fornication. Paul^ who in fuch Cafes was willing

to become all Things to all Men^ confented to their Counfel,

and taking thofe Perfons along with him to the Temple,
let the Priefts know, That the Time of a Vow they had

•

'

made
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made being now expired, and having purify'd themfelvcs as

that Cafe required, they were come to make their Offer-

ings according to the Law.
It was now the Feaft o^ Pentecojl, and the feven Days ^cisx%

for thefe Sacrifices being to be accomplilh'd, fome Jews
^J^"

from Afia^ who had been Oppofers of Faul^ nov/ finding

him in the Temple, and the Court of the H^omen^ began to

raife a Tumult and an Uproar, and laying hold of him,

caird out to the reli of the Jews for their Affiftance, cry-

ing out, That this wdi the Man that m all Places had ven-

ted pernicious Dodrines againft the Prerogative of the Jewifii

Nation.^ dejirudiive to the Inftitntions of the Law^ and to the

Purity of that Place^ which he had frophan'd by bringing un-

circumcis'd Grecians into it: Pofitively concluding. That be-

caufe they had feen Trophimus a Gentile Convert of Ephcfuf

with him in the City, therefore he had brought him alfo in-

to the Temple. Hereupon the whole City was immedi-

ately in an Uproar, and fei^ing upon him, they barbaroully

treated him, and dragM him out of the Temple, the Gates

being immediately iliut againft him. Nor had they fail'd

there to have put a Period to all his Troubles, hud not

Claudius Lyfids^ Commander of the Roman Garrifon in the

Caflle Antonia^ fearing a Sedition, come in with a confidc-

rable Force to his Refcueand Deliverance; and concluding

him to be more than an ordinary Malefador, commanded
a double Chain to "be put upon him, tho' as yet he was al-

together ignorant either of his Perlbn, or of his Crime
;

wherein he could receive no Satisfa(5lion from the clamo-
rous Multitude, who call'd for nothing but his Death, fol-

lowing the Cry with fuch Crouds and Numbers, that the

Soldiers were oblig'd to take him into their Arms to fecure

him from the prefent Rage and Violence of the People. As
they were going up into the Caftle, Paul ask'd the Gover-
nor, whether he might have the Liberty to fpeak to him.^

Who, finding him to fpeak Greek^ cnquir'd of him, IVhc-
ther he was not that j^gyptian Rebel., whom Fcelix had not

longfince defeated., who headed a great Party., of whom fo^r
thoufand were AJfafflnatesl The Apoftle reply^d, That be

was a Jew o/Tarlus, a Freeman of a rich and honourable

City ; and therefore beg'd of him. That he might have leave

to fpeak to the People. Which being granted him, Pa^^l

flanding upon the Stairs near the Door of the Caftlc, and
making Signs for Silence, began to addrefs himfelf to the

People in the Hebrew., or rather Syrtack Tongue; which
when they heard, they became more calm and quiet, while

in a formal Oration he gave them a particular Account of
his
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his Birth, of his Education in his Youth, of his extraordina-

ry Zeal for the Rites and Cuttoms of their Reh'i^ion, and
with what a palfionate Earneftnefs he had perfecuted all the

Chr'tfttans he could find, of which the High-Prieft, and the

Sanhedrim^ were fufficient Witnelfes. Next he gave them
an entire and pun6lual Relation of the miraculous Manner
of his Converlion ; and how afterwards, tho' he extreamly
defvr^d to have continued at Jerufalem, yet he received a V'tji-

on^ and an immediate Command from God himfelf to depart
that City^ and to go and preach Salvation to the Gentiles.

^c7i 1%. The People patiently gave him Audience in the former
^-i5' Part of his Dilcourfe ; but when he proceeded to defend his

Pra6i;ice in preaching to the Gentiles^ they could contain

themfelves no longer, but unanimouily cry'd out to have
him put to Death, it -not being fit that finch a Villain Jhou'd
live upon the Earth. And the more to exprefs their Fury,
they threw off their Cl oaths, and caft Dult into the Air, as

if they immediately deilgn'd to have (lon'd him. To avoid

which Violence and Tumult, Lyfiios the Captain, greatly at

a Lofs, commanded him to be brought within the Caftle,

and that he fliould be examin'd by Scourging, 'till he con-
fefs'd what he had done, that had fo much enrag'd the

Jevjs againfl nhn. While the Li6i:ors were binding him
with Thongs in order to the Punifhment, PW, who ever

took the Benefit of Laws, demanded of the Centurion that

flood to fee it executed, IVheiher they could jufilifie the

Scourging a firee Citizen of Rome, and that hefiore any Sen-

tence legally pafis'd upon him ? The Centurion immediately

intimated this to the Governor of the Caftle, advifing him
to be very cautious in his Proceedings againft the Prifoner,

for that he was a Roman, Whereupon Lyfiai himfelf came,
and ask'd him. Whether he vjas really a firee Deniz.on of
Rome ? And being anfwer'd in the affirmative, he reply'd,

"That it vjai a great Privilege^ a Privilege which he himfelf

had purchased with a very large Sum of Mony. To whom
Paul anfwer'd. That it was his Birth-right^ and the Privi-

lege ofi the City where he was horn and educated. Here-
upon they gave over the Defign of Scourging him, the Com-
mander himfelf not being a little fiartled, that he hadboun4
and chain'd a Citizen of Rome. But however from this ve--

ry Time Paul became a Prifoner to the Roman Power, for

above four Year fucceffively.
A^i IS.

l^yfias being ftill defirous to know the Certainty and Na-

VJaf. 23.
^'^'^^ of the Apofflc's Crime, took another Method, namely,

i-i-. to have him examin'd by the Jewijh Sanhedrim., which he

order'd the next Day to meet for that purpofe, and prefen-

tcd
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^ed Paul before them, Ananias being High-Prieft, and Pre-

iident of that AfTembly. Paul being placM in the midll: of
the Council, began to apologize for himfelf; declaring,

"That to that very Day^ he bad ever liv'd in all good Confci-

€ncc before God and Man, Thcfe Words being oftenfive to

the High-Prieft, as if he had reproach'd the Juflice of the

Court, he commanded the Officers that flood by, to llrike

him in the Face. Paul^ tho' ready to turn the other Cheek,
and to fufter all Things for the Gofpel, yet coniidering the

illegal Pradlice of this Magillrate, feverely reply'd by a pro-

phetick Spirit, That God jhou'd Jlrike him^ Hypocrite as he

was^ who under a Pretence ofjudging acording to Law^ had
commanded him to he punifi d contrary to Law. Where-
upon fome Perfons prefent reprov'd him, for reviling God's
High-Prieft ; to which he calmly return'd. That he did not

know^ or own Ananias^?© be an High-Priejl of God''s Appoint-

ment : However being a Perfon in Authority, he confefs*d it

unlawful to revile htm^ God having commanded^ ' Islot to

* fpeak evil of the Ruler of the People. The Rulers pro-

ceeding in his Examination, were aded by fo much Preju-

dice, that the Apoftle, who always retain'd the Innocency
of the Dove, was conftrain'd to make ufe of the Wifdom
of the Serpent for his own Prefervation ; for perceiving the

Council to be divided among themfelves, and to coniift part-

ly ofPharifees., and partly of Sadducees, he cryM out, That he
vjas a Pharifee, and the Son of a Pharifee, and that the main
Reafon of his Trialwas hu Believing and AJferting a future Re-
furreBion. This prov'd a Ball of Contention, and immediately
divided the Council, the P^^r//f^j being zealous Patrons of the

Refurrcdlion, and the Sadducees violent Oppofers of ic. The
Dodors of the Law, who were Pharifees., thereupon ftood
up to acquit him, affirming. That he had done nothing amifs^

that pojjibly he might have received fome Revelation by tht Holy
Spirit^\or an Angel\ and iffo^ their oppojinghis Doctrine wo2id
he a Fighting agarnft God. At length the Contention grew fo
violent, that Lyjias was conftrain'd to take the Apoftle from
among them by Force, and bring him into the Caftle, left

he fliould have been torn in pieces in the Tumult ; for this

Commander thought himfelf oblig'd to fecure a Roman Ci-
tizen from Danger, tho' he was willing to gratilie the Jews
in puniOiing him, if he was juftly condemn'd.
At Night', to comfort him after all his Fears and Troubles, ^^'^^ -^

God was pleasM to appear to him in a Vifion, encourag-
**"5**

ing him to Conftancy and Refolution ; afturing him. That
as he had born IVitnefs to his Caufe ^^Jerufalem, fo heffjou\{
certainly live to do the fame at Rome Jt felf The next

Morning
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Morning the Jews^ who were reftlefs and implacable m
their Malice, finding thefc dilatory Proceedings did only
crofs their Dcfigns, refolv'd upon a more expeditious Dif-
patch. To which End above forty of them enter'd into a
wicked Confpiracy, which they ratify 'd by Oath and Exe-
cration, never to eat or drink till they had taken away his

Life ; and having acquainted the Sanhedrim with their De-
lign, they beg'd of them /^o importune the Governor of the

Caftle^ that the next Day he might be brought down again

before them^ upon a Pretence of a more flri6i Examination
;

and that they themfelves woud lie in Ambujh by the IVay^

and ztot fail to dtfpatchhim. But the divine Providence brought
this Deiign to the Knowledge of PauPs Nephew, who de-

lirous of his Uncle's Security, immediately went into the

Cflftle and difcoverM it to Him : Paul wou'd not make the

Information himfelf, left Lyfias fhou'd fufped fome fecret

Deh'gn, but fcnt his Ncphevv to the Captain, to give him a

full Relation of it; who gave fuch credible Proofs and Cir-

cumftances of it, that Lyjias believ'd him, and difmifs'd him
with a Charge of Secrelie. Thus the great Apoftle, tho' he
had infallible Security of his Protedion from Heaven, yet

thought it necefTary to ufe all proper Means for his own
Prefervation. Lyfias to prevent all future Mifchiefs, im-
mediately comnianded two Parties of Foot, 200 in each,

and 70 Horfemen, to be ready by nine a Clock that Night,

who carefully conduded Panl firft to Antipatris^ and then

to Cafarea^ where Fivlix the Governor had his Reiidence

;

writing a Letter to his Excellency, to fignifie, That Paul

was a Freeman of Rome, whom the Jews had 'violently per-'

fecutcd^ and confpired againft his Life ; tho^ he cou^dfind no-

thing in him that deferv'd Death or Imprifonment : Therefore

to prevent Violence^ hehadfent him to his Excellency^ order-

ing his Accufers to appear againft him at Caefarea. Falix

received the Letter with much Civility, and finding that P/««/

belong'd to the Province of Cilicia^ he promis'd him to

allow him a fair Hearing as foon as his Accufers fhou'd

come down, commanding him in the mean Time to be fe-

cur'd in the Place call'd Herod's Hall.

Jiffs 14. About five Days after, Ananias the High-Prieft, with

fome others of the Sanhedrim^ being difappointed of their

Deiigns at Jerufalem^ came down to Cwfarea^ accompany'd
with an Orator, or Advocate nam'd jertu/lus, hoping to

engage Ficltx to joyn with them in this Matter. Paul be-

ing brought forth to his IVial, Tertullus ftood up for his

Accufer ; and in a flattering Speech firft celebrated the wor-
thy Adtions of F.vlix^ under whom^ Jince they had enjofd

fuch

I—a*.
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fuch a happy Tranquiltty^ andfuch noble Benefits^ which they

accepted with the profoundefi Gratitude^ they coud not now
doubt of his Clemency^ and Readinefs to hear them a few
IVords, Then he accusM Paul of being a pejiilent Mover
of Sedition^ an Heretical Ringleader of the Nazarenes, and
an impious Profaner of their Holy Temple : That they wou*d
havefaii'd him the Trouble of his Hearings ^y j^^g^^g himac-
€ording to their own Law^ had not Lyfias the Commander
violently taken him from them^ and fent both him and them
down thither. To all which the Jews prefent readily gave
their Vote and Teftimony. Paul having leave from Fcelixxo

make his Defence, and having declar'd how much he wasfa-
tisfied that he wats to plead before one^ who for feveral Tears

had been Governor of that Nation^ calmly and dilb'n6i:Iy an-
fwer'd to the feveral Parts of the Charge. And firll for Se-
dition he fhew'd, That it was now but twelve Days finee he
enter''d Jerufalem, where he wai neither found difputing ijt

the Temple^ nor exciting the People either in the Synagogues.^

or in any other Place of the City. Secondly for Herelie, he
jngenuoufly confefs*d.^ That he worpip^d God after the IVay
that they accounted Herejie^ but very unjuflly^ fince he ac-

knowledg'd the fame Scriptures for the Rule of Faith andMan-
ners^ and believed the general Refurredion of the Deadas they

did: In RxpeBation of which .^
he was careful to live with an

unblamable Confcience towards God and Man. Thirdly for

prophaning the Temple, he fhewM, That his Coming to Je-
rufalem was to bring charitable Contributions to his dijlrejjed

Brethren:, that he was indeed in the Temple
.^ but not as fame

Aliatick ]cws fuggefied., either with Multitude or Tumulty
but only purifying himfelf according to the Mofaick Law :

And that if they or any other cou*d affirm the contrary., thev
ought now to do it in open Court. And farther.^ he appealed

to thofe of the Sanhedrim then prefent., whether he had not

been acquitted by their own Court in Jcrufalcm, where no-
thing had been laid to his Charge but by the Sadducean P^r-
/y, who condemned him for affcrtmg the Dodirine of the Re-
furredion.

Fielix gave them the Hearing on both Sides, and was bet- Acii x\:

tcr inform'd of the Nature of the ChnjUan Religion by »i--^6.

PauP^ Difcourfe ; but refus'd final Determination, rill Ly-
fias himfelf came down, of whom he wouM be more fully
informed of the Controvcriic ; commanding in the mean
time that Paul fhou'd be under the Guard of a Centurion
or Captain, but yet m fo free a Cuftody, that noi^ of his

Friends fliou'd be liinder'd from viliting him. Not long
after F(slix being with his infamous Wife DruJlRa,^ Sifter to

^igrippa^
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Agrippa^ and once a Jeyjefs^ fummon'd Paul again to ap-

pear before him : and as if he haddclir'd a farther Knowledge
of the Chrtftian Dodrine, deiir'd him to fpeak more large-

ly concerning the Faith in Chrtft. Paul not feeking the

Favour of any Potentate, freely difcours'd and inliiled on
thofe Virtues in which this Governor was extreatnly de-

fective, particularly Juftice and I emperance, adding with-
all fome Difcourfe concerning the Judgment to come,
wherein Men fhou'd be eternally rewarded orpunilVd. Fee-

lix was i'o rouz'd by the Force of the Apoftle's Reafon-
ings, that he fell a trembling, and caus'd him to break otf

abruptly, promiling to hear more of thofe Points at a conve-

nient Seafon, Upon which Pretence he often fent for him,

not that he deHr'd to profit by his Difcourfe, but in hopes
that Paul wou'd have given him Mony for his Deliverance.

But becaufe neither the Apoftle out of the Alms, nor any
of the Chrtjiians fought to redeem him, he was kept two
Years in Prifon to gtatifie the Jevjs^ whom Fcclix had be-

fore incens'd by his frequent OpprelFions and Tyrannies*

^4etK Ananias the High-Priell not long after his Accufations, was
depos'd by /Igrtppa^ and Ipmael the Son of Ph^;h-ais put in

his Room; and akcrw^rds /Ananias came to amiferableEhd,
according as St. Paul had folemnly denounc'd the Venge-
ance of Heaven againft him.

A. D. 11 • I^oweand the Empire had for a few Years been well

5'9. and happily govern'd, principally by the Means and Dire-

Nero, (Stions of Seneca and JBurrhus; but now Nero encreafing in

5_ Years and Extravagancies, the City began to feel the ill Ef-
6. feCts of v/icked Princes. In the fecond Year of his Reign

^^"^'' this Emperor had bafcly poifon'd his Predeceflbr's and Fa-
ther-in-law's Son Britannicus ; which he perform'd with
the Dexterity and feeming Carelefnefs of an abler Politici-

an. After which, contemning his Mother Agrippina^ Au-
thority, he divefled himfelf of his Majetly and Quality, and
in the Habit of a Slave, with many lewd Companions,
nightly committed all kinds of impious and fcandalous A-
dions: So that the City became infelled with infinite Vio-
lences and Tumults, occafion'd not only from him and his

AfTociates, but from his Example and the Encouragement
he gave to Others. Then taking Poppaa Sahina from the

Bed of her Husband Otho^ becaufe his Mother was Hill

fome Reflraint to his Enormities, in the fifth Year of his

Reign he refolv'dupon her Death ; beginning with Poifons,

which three Times prov'd ineffectual, by Reafon of her An-
tidotes and Prefervatives. Whereupon he itivented a Ship

ia
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fo artfully contrived that it fhou'd fuddchly fplit in two,

and let her pcrilh m the Water ; then diirembling a Recon-
ciliation, he caus'd her to fail to the Coafts of Calabria^

under Colour of fome publick Solemnities, m which he

himfelf was Afliilant. Finding this Plot alfo ineffe6tual,

fhe her felf efcaping, when many jof her Company perilh'd,

he now refolv'd to put her to Death openly ; and for that

Reafori caus'd a Report to be fpread, 'That Jhe had confpi

red againft his Ltfe^ and a Dagger was dropt at his Feet by

one who pretended a Command from Agnppwaio difpatch

him. Under which falfe Pretext he commanded certain

Tribunes to murther her ; upon whofe unlheiithmg their

Swords, Agrippina pointing to her Belly, cry'd, Strike mc
here

; for this Part has deferv'd it^ fince it has concern d and
brought forth [uch a Monfter as Nero, and immediately ex-

pired with the Wounds fhe received : And we are told that

Nero came immediately after to view his dead Mother, and

flood ga2ing upon her naked Body, praifing and difprailing

her feveral Parts and Limbs, adding withal. That he did not

think fie had been fo Beautiful. ThUs impioufly did Nero
treat his own Mother, tho' fhe had given him not only

Birth but Dominion alfo, and tor his Advancement had fa-

crific'd both her Confcience and Honour ; the Horrour of
which Fad became afterwards a Scourge to his Mind, he

often confeffing. That he was frequently difturb^d by the Ap~
prehenfions of hts Mother^s Ghofi^ and tormented by the infer-

nal Furies.

As Rome was a Sufferer from its Prince, fo yzidcea was .?#*;

much more from its Governor F^lix., whofe A <. uiagcment

together with the Degeneracy and Corruptions oithe Inha-

bitants, causM frequent Ravages, Seditions and Bloodllieds.

But in the following Year Faiix was remov'd, after he had

been Governor above feven Years ; and tho' he endeavour'd

to oblige the Jews by leaving Paul in Prifon, yet they ac-

cused him of many Crimes before the Emperor, and he —
cfcap'd Punifliment only by the Interceffion of his Brother ^^7'

,

Pallas, who at this Time was again in Favour with Nero. 27.

Portiiii Fefiiis fucceeded in his Place, who was the eleventh Chap.is.

Procurator ofjudcca after the Banifhment of Archelau<j and
the fifth after the Death of King Herod-Agrippa, a Pcrfon
of a much better Charader than his Predeceffor. Three
Days after his Arrival at Ccefarea, Feftm went up to Jem-
falem ; where the High-Priefl and Sanhedrim hoping to find

new Favours from their new Governor, brought frefli Ac-
cufations againft the Apoftle Paul.^ petitioning him to per-

mit him to be brought and trv'd at Jcrptfalem^ dcfigning to

Y aiikitiuatc
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aflafllnate him by the Ws^y- Pj^flfis told them, Thai be him-

felfwas returniKgJhortly to Cse.Iarea, aj^d thai if they, hadany
Th'iKg aga'inft the Prifiner^ he -ivott'dthen give a fair Hearivg

to any Acctifation theypmtd hrtng. And accordingly after

ten Days Stay, Fejim being return'd to C^farea^ and fitting
,

in open Judicature, the Jews gathering round about Paul^

renew'd their Charge with the utmalt Violence, and laid

many heavy Accufations againft him, to tbe fame Etied as

they had done before FivUx. But Pciul defended hiinfelf fo

well, by rnanifefting. That he had neither offended againjl

the jewiih Lavjs^ nor againft the Temple^ nor againjl the

Emperor ; that their Charge foon fell for want of fufficient

Proof. However Fejim being willing to gratifie the ^evjs

in the Entrance upori his Government, ask'd him, Whether
hevjoii'dgo 7ip and he trfd before him at Jerufalem? But
the Apoftlc well undcrftanding the Confequences of that

Propofal, couragiouAy dcclar'd. That he now Jlood at the

Emperor"*s Judgment Seat^ where he ought to have had a final

Trial : That he di4 '^ot at all decline Death^ if he deferv''d

it ; hut that finee he had injur''d none of the Jews, and they

had proxj'd nothmg againjl htm^ he ought not to he delivered

over to their Malice : That therefore^ as he was a Roman,
/je appeard to the Emperor himfelf. Feftus being a little lur-

priz'd at this, conferr'd firft with the Jewijh Rulers con-
cerning the Matter, and after that told Paul^ That fince he

had appeaVd to the Emperor^ he Jbou'*d go to him.

Not many Days after King Agrippa^ with his Sifter Ber-

nice^ and a numerous Train, came to Cccfarea^ to make a

Vifit and Compliment to the new Governor, and to con-

tinue with him for fome Time. After a confiderable Stay,

Feflus entertain'd him with a Difcourfe concerning Paul\
Cafe, acquainting him with his being left a Prifoner by Fx-
lix, and that the chief of the Jews had vehemently accused

him^ and earnejlly petition"*d for Jujlice againji him : But
that he had told them., That he cou'^d not do it by the Roman
Laws^ without firfl hearing the Caufe., and bringing the Ac-

cufers a/id Accufed Face to Face. That this therefore he had

do'/ie.y and that -upon hearing of both Parties., contrary to Ex-
pcftation^ he had found that their Accufution related only to

Matters of tbcir awn Superfiition., and to one Jefus, who be-

ing dead.^ Paul aij.rr/id to be alive : And that being himfelf

iinac:}uai?:ted with Juch Controzerfies., he had referrdthePri-

fji'ier to the Jcwilli Sanhedrim ; bttt that he declining their

Judgment had appealed to Ccelar : Whereupon he had kept

him^ till he coud conveniently fend him to the Emperor at

Home, This Accouutexcitcd'theCuriolity of Agrippa, who
was
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was -very defirous to fee and hear this Perfon ; and accord-

ingly the next Day, the King and his Sifter, accompany'd

with Feftus^ and other Perfons of Quality, came into the

Court with a pompous and magniiicent Retinue, where Paul

,was brought forth before them. Fejha acquainted the King
and the illuftrious Affembly, Hovj much he had beenfolkii-

ed by the Jews both at Csefarea and Jerufalem, concermng

the Pr'tfoner at the Bar, that as a notorious Malefadior he

wight be put to Death ; but that having found him guilty of

no capital Crime, and the Frifoner having appealed to the Em-
peror, he vjas refolv*d to fend him to Rome; but yet -was vjil-

ling to have his Cafe again difcufs'd before Jo skilful a Pcrfoa

oi Agrippa, that he might be furnip\i with fome material in-

flruciioKS to fend along -with him ;
jince it was very prepojle-

rous to fend a Prifener to the Emperor, vjithout Jignifyihg his

Crimes.

Hereupon Jgrippa told the Apoftle, That now he hadLi- -ABs z6,

bertv to make his own Defence. To whom, after Silence ^"3^*

made, he particularly addrefs'd his Speech ; firft protclling,

without Compliment, T'hat he thought himfelf happy, that he

was to plead before a Prince fo exactly versed m all the Rites

and Cujioms, the Quefiions and Cuntroverfies of the Jewillx

Eaxv. That as to his own Cafe, all the Jews his Accufers

well knew the Courfe and Manner of his Life, and how he

hud been educated under the Fnftitutio-as of the Pharifees, the

fhridefl Sed of their Religion : That he had been particularly

arraigned for afferting that which had been the confiant Belief

of all their Fathers, and in Hopes of vjhich their twelve Tribes

had been Day and Night inftant in their Devotions ', and
which was alfo a Thing not incredible in it felf, andfuffci--

ently reveal d in the Scriptures, vi2. the Refurre^ion of the

Dead. Next he gave him an /Account of the EtFe6ls of
his Education, and with what an implacable Zeal he had
formerly perfecuted Chriflianity ; and how by an ama-
zing Light, and a wonderful Voice from Heaven, he
was ftop'd in his Proceedings, and commanded to dif-

fufe the Rays of God's Bounty to the Illumination of
the Pagan World. That therefore Jince he coud not dtfobey

that heavenly Vtfion, he hud preach''d Repentance and Refor-

mation, firft to the Jews f^/Damafcus ^;.W Jerufalem, andaf^
ter that to the Gentiles. That, it vsas for this Caufe alone,

that the Jews apprehended him in the Temple, and defi^yi\l

to have murther'^d him ; but that being fupported by a divine

Power, he fiill continued in that Teflimony, afferting nothing

but what was agreeable to Mofes and the Prophets., who had
plainly foretohi, T'hat the Melfiah fhcud be put to Death, and

Y i rtfe
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rife aga\n^ and by his Dodr'me enlighten both the Jewifh and
the Gentile iVorld. While Paulthus confidently and warm-
ly apply'd his Difcourfe to Agrippa^ Feftus^ unskilful in

thete Matters, cry'd out to the Apoftle, T'hat he was tranf-

ported befides himfelf'^ that too much Learning had turned his

Brain. But the other calmly reply'd, \that hislVords were

not the Effcd of Madnefs., but of Truth and Sobernefs ; for

which he appeaVd to the King^ who coud not be unacquaint-

ed with the Life of Jefus, all Things being tranfacied in ftich

an o^en and ptiblick Manner ; that he was confident that his

iMajefly beiiei'^d the Prophets^ and therefore cou^d not be ig-

norant that thofe Prophejies vjere accorapliflfd in Chrift. His
Difcourfe had fo great an Influence upon Jgrippa, That he

openly declared, That he had alrnoft perfuadedhir/i to embrace

the Chriftian Faith. To which Paul return'd^ T'hat he hear-

tily pray''d.^ that he and the whole Auditory were not only in

forae Meafure^ but altogether^ tho"* not Pnfoners^ yet as much
Chriilians as himfelf This done, the King and the Gover-
nor, and the reft of the Council withdrew a while, to con-

fer privately abo\it this Matter. And finding by the Accu-
lations againll him, that by the Roman Laws he was not

Guilty of any capital Grime, nor of any that deferv'd Im-
prifonment ; Agrippa told Fejius., That he might have been

released., if he had not prolonged his Trial by appealing to the

Emperor at Rome.
It being upon this Appeal now finaHy fefolv'd that Paul

fhou'd be fent to Rome^ in order thereto, He and fome o-

ther Prifoners of Note w^ere committed to the Charge of

Julius., a Centurion or Captain of a Company belonging to

the Legion oi Augufius\ being accompany'd in his Voyage
by the Evangelifl Luke., Arijlarchus a Macedonian., Trophi-

mus., and fome others. \\\ the Month of September., they

went on board a Ship of Adramyttium., a Port of Mycia.,

which probably being a trading Ship, was to fail along by

the Coalls of the iQitcvAf.a. Plaving fail'd about 25" Leagues
Northward, they call x\nchor at Sidon., where Julius civi-

ly gave the Apoftle leave to go on Shore to vilit his Friends,

and rcfrelli himfelf Putting out from thence, they were
oblig'd to iail under the Illand Cyprus, becaufe the Winds
were contrary; and when they coadcd by the Provinces C/-

iicia and Pamphilia^ after iSo Leagues fail from Sidon., they

landed at Myra., a Port in Lycia., where this Ship finifli'd

its Voyage. Here having left their Vellel, then went a

board a Ship of Alexandria., bound for Italy., carrying to

the Number of 276 Peribns. The Winds were Ib'il con-

trary, and failing Wefcvvard^ it was fcveral Days before they

got
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got 70 Leagues over again ft Cmdm., a City and promon*
tory of Carta ; from whence they turnM Southward, and

after 30 Leagues fail, flood over againlt Salmons, a Pro-

montory of Crete ; and at laft coafting the Ifle, came to a

Place call'd The Fair Havens^ near the City Lafia or T'h&r

tajfa. This Port was inconvenient to Winter in; but Sail-

ing grew now very dangerous in thofe Seas, the P^aft of
the Jevjs Expiation being over, at which Time this Sea was
generally very tempclluous ; Fanl therefore urg'd them to

ftay there that Winter, and told them by the Spirit, That if

they proceeded in the Vo\age.^ the Ship and Goods vjozCd mt
only be in Danger^ but their hives alfo. Neverthelefs thQ

Captain gave lefs Credit to Paul., than to the Mailer and
Owner of the Ship, who eacouragM them to go on to Phe-

nice., another Haven of Crete more convenient, about 50
Leagues Weftward ; efpeciaily lince the Company of the

Ship in general defir'd it, and a gentle Gale then blowing
favour'd their Defign. And thereupon loofmg from thence,

they ftill coafted along the Ille; but flioitly aiicr there arofe

a violent North-Eaft Wind, v/hich fo furiouily bore upon
them, that the Seamen cou'd not govern the Ship, but were
compell'd to leave it totheMercy of the Winds and Waves,
which carry'd it to a certain Iflet call'd Clauda^ on the South-

Weft oi Crete \ where with much DiiHculty they fav'd the

Boat, and with no lefs Labour undergirt the Ship to fccure

it from fplitting. And being ftill more violently tofs'd by
the Storm, the next Day they lightned the Ship by parting

with the Merchants Goods, and two Days after threw alfo

the Tackle and Furniture of the Veilel overboard : And
being depriv'd of the Sight of the Sun, Moon and Stars for

many Days together, and being entertain'd with a conti-

mi'd Scene of Horror and Amazement, they utterly defpair'd

,of efcaping. After a long Abftinence, the Apoftleput thcin

in mind how ill advis'^d they had been in not taking his Cosm-

fel ;
yet he defir''d them to be of good Courage., for that God

whom he had ferv'd and worJJjip^d., had the laft Night pur--

pofely fent an Angelfrom Heaven., to let him know., that not-

wtthftanding the prefent Danger., he Jjjqu'd be brought fafe

before the Emperor ; that they Jhou'd be JJjipwrcck'd indeed.,

and cafi upon an Ijland., but that for his Sake God had pro-

mised to fpare all the Lives in the Ship., fo that not one fho-i'

d

be loft^ and that he doubted not but that what had been fore-

told him wotCd infallibly come to paf.
In the fourteenth Night, having been driven along the A-

driatjck., or rather Mediterranean Sea, above 230 Leagues
^"^"^^

Weft trom Crete., the Seamen founded, and rinding but

Y 3 twenty

^f/'r



326 Cent. I. Ecclefiafiical Hiftory. Book II.

twenty Fathom of Water, they concluded they were near

fome Land: And founding a fecond Time, and finding but

fifteen Fathom, they durft not venture any farther, but let

down four Anchors at the Stern, and earneftly wiili'd for

Day. In the mean Time the Seamen, who bell underdood
the Danger, under Colour of cafting Anchor, were letting

down the SkitF, defigning to truft themielves to that and
efcape to Land : Which faul perceiving, told the Captain

and the Soldiers, That tmUfs they ftaid to ajfifi in the Shtp^ the

reft cou'd not be fafe\ for tho' God had promisM cer-

tainly to fave their Lives, yet it was to be with their con-

current Diligence in managing the Ship. Whereupon the

Soldiers, for their own Sai'cty, ran and cut the Ropes of the

Skiff, and let it fall off into the Sea. And while the Day
was approaching, Paul^ with the utmoft Care and Tender-
nefs, befought the Company to eat and refrefh thcmfelves,

that they might the better grapple with the Difficulties they

were to encounter, having in all the Time of Danger kept

no ordinary and regular Meals ; alfuring them. That not a

Hair of their Headjhou'd be loft. Then taking Bread him-

felf, he blefs'd God for it, and began to eat, the reft fol-

lowing his Example with great Chearfulnefs ; fo great a

Comfort and Blefling was this poordefpis'd Prifoner to the

whole Company. Having well refrefh'd themfelves, to

lighten the Ship, they threw all the Provifion that was left

into the Sen. In the Morning they difcover'd Land, not

knowing what Country it was ; but difcerning a Creek with

a kind of a Haven, they refolv'd, if it were pofTible, to

thruft the Ship in there, or at leaft to bring it as near Land
as the Shore wou'd permit. Whereupon the Mariners
xveigh'd Anchor, loos'd the Rudder Bands, hoifted up the

main Sail to the Wind, and made diredly for Shore. In
their Pailage they unexpededly fell into a Place where two
Seas met, where the Veflel ran a Ground ; fo that the Head
of the Ship being fix'd and immoveable, the Stern was foon
broken in pieces with the Torrent and Violence of the

Waves. Awakned with the Danger they were in, the Sol-
diers cry'd out to kill the Prifoners,to prevent their Efcape;

but their Captain having fome Senfe of Paulas Worth, pre-

vented their Delign, and commanded that fuch as cou'd
fwim fhou'd throw themfelves firft into the Sea, that they

might be more helpful to others. And the Ilfue was, that

part by Swimming, part on Planks., and part on broken
Pieces of the Ship, they got all fafe to Shore.

Aat a?. The Country upon which they were caft was an Ifland,
»-^'^* as Paul had foretold, callM Me/ita, now Malta^ between

Sic/ly
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Sicily and ylfrick; the Inhabitants of which were Cartha^l-

Kians^ but fubjedl to the Romans^ who receiv'd them with

great Civility and Kindnefs, making them F'ires to dry their

wet Clothes, and cherifh their Bodies benummM with Cold.
While Fanl was bulled in throwing a Bundle of Sticks up-

on the Fire, a Viper diilodg'd by the Heat, came out of
the Wood, and fallned on his Hand. Which being efpy'd

by the Barbarians^ they by the Light of Nature concluded,

That he was fome notorious Malerador or Murtherer,whom
the divine Vengeance, tho* it had fav'd him from the Sea,

yet had referv'd for a more publick and folemn Execution.

But when they faw him fhake that venomous Creature into

the Fire, without any fucceeding Swelling, or any other

Hurt, they chang'd their Sentiments to the other Extream,
and cry'd out. That he was a God. And thus was God
pleas'd by a new Miracle to confirm the Apolile's Authori-

ty, and to make way for the Propagation of the Gofpel iri

this Ifle. The Shipwreck of Paul and his Companions be-

ing made known to Publiin the Koman Governor, he out

of Compaflion to their Misfortunes, cntertain'd them three

Days, and lodg'd them with all Civility. Paul gratefully

acknowledged the Hofpitality of this great Man, and requi-

ted his Kindnefs with the miraculous Cure of his Father,

who lay lick of a Fever and a bloody Flux at that Time,
which he did by Prayers and laying on his Hands. This
he did alfo to many other of the Inhabitants, who by this

Miracle were encourag'd to bring their Difeafed to him':

Whereby great Honours Were hcap'd upon him, iind fof

which afterwards both he and his Company were furniiTi'd

with Provilions and Convcniencics for the rcll of their

Voyage. Nay Publius himfelf is faid by fome Writers to

have been hereby converted to the Faith, and by St. Paul
to have been conftituted Bifhop of the Ifiand ; and that if

was this Publtus that fucceeded Dionyfius the Areopagite in

the See of Athens., and was afterwards crown'd with Mar-
tyrdom.

In this Year 60^ it is believ'd by feveral that the ApoftlC

and Evangeliil St. Matthew^ after an abflemious Life, and in-

numerable Labours in the Countries o^ALtbiopia^ Perfia and
Parthia., fufter'd Martyrdom in the City of Naddaber in the

Afiatick Mthiopia.,hQ.mg (lain with an Halbert. But the Time
of his Death is very uncertain, and fo I'kcwife is the Pjace

and Manner of it; fome reporting that he was martyrM in

Parthia.,znd Others that he died a natural Death. His Fcaft

in the Greek Church is kept on the i6th of November^ but

the Z/ Of^/;/ Church celebrates it on the 2 id of September. Sc-

Y 4 vcral
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veral Books befides his Gofpel, are attributed to him, as the

Hiftory of the Infancy of Chrtft^ much us'd by the Valenti-

Kians^ his JEihiopck Liturgy, with fomc others cited by Me-
taphrases^ but they are rejected as falfe and fpurious. We
have fomewhat more Certainty of the Death of the fecond

A. D. Evangelifl St.Mark^'m the following Year, and 8th of Nero,
61. being attefled by Eufebius and St. Jerom. This Evangelifl:

Nero, having parted from Peter
^ probably about the Year 5^4, went

2_ to Alexandria in Mgyp, in which City and the Neighbour-
^* ing Places he converted Multitudes of both Sexes to Chri^

flianlty. From whence he travell'd Weftward to the Coun-
tries of Marmarica^ Lihta^ and other barbarous Parts of A-
frica ; where by his Preaching and Miracles he not only made
Way for the Goij^el, but rooted it in the Minds of thofe

People, and confirm'd them in the Profeflion of it. After

this, returning to Alexandria, to cflablifh that Church by
providing Paltors and Governors ; in the Time of Eafter^

. while he was employed in the Divine Worfhip, the great

Enemy of God and Man rais'd the Promoters of Idolatry

into a Tumult againft him. It being the Time that their

great Solemnities of Serapis were to be celebrated, the pro-

phanc Mgyptians, to vindicate their Grand Idol, violently

broke in upon Mark, and drag'd him on the Ground thro'

the Streets iiito Prifon; where in the Night he had the

Comfort of a Divine Vifion. The Rage of the People be-

ing yet unf^tisfied, they came again the next Morning, and
dragging him again after the fame Manner, his Flefli was
mifcrably torn, and he expir'd in their Hands. Nor did their

Fury end here, for according to Metaphraftes, they alfo

burnt his dead Body, whofe Soul had burnt with a fervent

Zeal for the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Mankind.
As for the 0'.fri^dlf\cu of JEgypt of whom Philo writes, that

they were Chriftians of St. Mark's Converlion, as Eufebius

aud Baronius imagine, we can fee no Reafon to believe.

After his Death the Presbyters of the Church made Choice
of Aniai^ius to be Bifliop in his Room, a Man moft eminent
for his Piety, aiid all other Qualifications, who held this

Billioprick 22 Years, from the Sth of Nero to the 4th of
Dor/titui??.

ill. '^^^ Apoftle Paid having made many Converts,

and planted a Church in the Me Melita; at the end of three

Months Stay, being generoully furnifh'd by the Inhabitants,

he and his Company left the Place, and fet fail for Ror^e in

a Ship ofAIcxaKdia, nanfd the CA STO R and POLL UX,
which had vrintcr'd in the Ille, I11. their PaiTage North-r

wards,
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wards, after 40 Leagues fail, they put in at Syracufe^ a fa-

mous City of Sicily^ and tarry'd there three Days; after

which they iail'd 5-4 Leagues farther to Rhegium, a Port

^nd City of CaUbna in Italy^ from whence by the South

Wind they fail'd 80 Leagues farther, and in two Days ar-

riv'd at PuteoU^ a Port ot Campama^ in Italy^ near Naples^

where the Ships of Alexandria ufually landed. Here Paul
meeting with fome Chr'tflians^ at their Requeft, tarry'd with

them a Week, and then proceeded on his Journey to Rome
by Land, which was near 100 Miles. The Chrtftiap.s at

Rome hearing that the Apoftle was coming to that City,

went out to meet him, tho' a Prifoner, fome as far as Ap-

pt'forum^ fi Miles from Rome^ and others as far as the

Place caird The Three Taverns^ 33 Miles; and when P^a/
faw them, he blefs'd God, and took Courage, believing

that Chrillianity was not fo much hated at i?^;^^ as he fear'd;

fjnce they had fo much Liberty, as that they durft come
thus publickly to own him. Arriving at Rome^ Julius the

Captain delivered his Prifoners to the Prcetorian PrccfeB^

the Head Commander of the Emperor's Guards, who was
then Burrhm^ a Man of a good Difpofition and Reputati-

on. It is uncertain how he treated the other Prifoners, but

he was very obliging to the Apoftle, permitting him to

dwell in his own hired Houfe or Lodgings, with a Chain
and a fingle Soldier to fecure him, more from the Jews^ as

it's belicv'd, than from any Efcapc. In thefe Lodgings all

were freely admitted to him ; and he continu'd in this man-
n-er of Living for two Years, teaching and Preaching with-

out any Obftrudion.

Rome was now the Metropolis not only of the Romatf

Empire, but of the whole World, for People and Extent,

and for Riches and Magnificence ; but the Inhabitants were
extreamly corrupted in their Morals, by a long Security and
bad Princes, and more particularly by the Impieties and E-
normities of the prefent Emperor Nero. This caus'd Paul
to be more diligent in his Miniftry, but according to his

Cuftom he firft offcr'd Salvation to the Jews ; and three ^^^ is.

Days after his Arrival he fent for the Heads of their Con- ^7--^9-

fiftory there, whom he acquainted with the Caufe and Man-
ner of his coming. That tho* he had been Guilty of no Vtola-

titn of the Law of their Religion^ yet he had been deliver"*

d

by the Jews into the Hands of the Roman Governors^ who
iVQiid more than once have acquitted him as innocent of any
capital Offence^ but that by the Pervcrfenefs of the other^ he

was confirain'd^ in hn own Vindication^ without defigning lo

ckfir^e his own Nation^ to make his Appeal to the Emperor:
That
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T^at mw being come^ he defir^d Jhme Conference with thenty

to let them tinderftand^ That it was for his conjiant ajferting

the RcfurrediQn^ the Hope of all trne Ifraelites, that he was
bound with that Chain which they faw. The Jews reply'd,

That they had received no Advice concerning hirh^ nor had any

of the Nation that ca'Me from Judaea, brought any Charge a-

gainjl him: 0?il)>for the Religion which he had efpotis''d^ they

dcfir'^d to be a little better- injorm*d concerning That^ it being

in all Places decry''d both by Jew and Gentile. Accordingly
the Apoftle appointed a fet Day, upon which great Num-
bers of they<?iuj came to his Lodgings, where he open'd to

them at large thefe two Points; Firft, That the promised

Kingdom of the Melnah was a fpritual^ and not an earthly

Kingdom ; Secondly, That Jefus of Nazareth was the true

Mefliah : Both which he prov'd by Teflimonies out of the

Law of Mofes^ and out of the Prophets ; continuing his

Difcourfe from Morning 'till Night. The Effed of it was,
that fome were convinced by the Force of his Arguings,

but others perfiiled in their Infidelity ; fo that they parted

in fome Difference and Difagrcement among themlelves.

At their Departure the Apoftle to roufe the Unbelievers,
told them, That God had accomplifi^d in them that prophetic

cal Curfe in Kzi2ihy namely^ '•That theypou'd hear with their

^ Ears and not underfiand^ and fee with their Eyes and not
' perceive: For that their Hearts were grown Jiupid^ their

* Ears deafned^ and their Eyes closed; lefl their Eyes Jhou'd
* dired them^ their Ears inform them^ their Hearts injiruih

* them^ and convert them^ and God pou'd heal them. Con-
cluding all with this folemn Declaration, Be it known unto

you ali.^ That the Salvation of God is fent unto the Gentiles,

and they will undoubtedly hearken to it. Upon their Depar-
ture, the Jews had great Difputing among themfelves about
the Apollle's Difcourfe, fome oppofmg, others as lealoufly

defending the Truth of it.

During the two Years that the Apoftle was a Prifoner at

Home., he receiv'd all that came to him, either out of Cu-
riofity or Kindnefs, and prcach'd the Gofpel of Jefm Chrijl

with all Confidence, without any Oppofition or Dilcourage-

ment; iniomuch, that his Imprilbnment very much promo-
ted the Propagation of the Gofpel, and made him famous
even in iv.^t Emperor's Court, where he converted feveral

to Chrtfiianity . Many alfo of the Brethren taking Courage
from his Succefs, grew bolder to preach the Word without
Fear ; tho' fom.e did it v/ith a pernicious Defign of making
him more feverely perfecuted, exciting Nero^ Fury at the

Progrefs and Fame of Cbrijitantty. Some report, That
whjle.
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while Paul contiilu'd at Romt^ be had a Correfpondence
with the famous Seneca by Letjers; but thofe Letters which
now bear their Names, are rejcded as Ipurious by all the

learned World. And now the Apollle's Companion Lukt
being at Leifure,fet about the third Golpel, which he com*
pos'd by the particular Afliltance of St. Paiil-^ and it is ge»
nerally believ'd that this is what the Apoftle primarily in-

tends when he fo often fpeaks of ^/j Gojpel. The Evange-
lift dedicated it to one Theofhtlns^ with the Title of Moji
Excellent^ who probably was fome Magiilrate of Antioch^

converted and baptizM by him. The Occafion of it was
partly to prevent thofe filfe and fabulous Relations, which
even then began to be obtruded upon the World, and part-

ly to fupply what feem'd wanting in t\\t two former Evan-
gelifts ; tho' it is not certain whether he had feen St. Mat^
thew's Gofpel when he wrote this. It begins at the Angel
Gabriefs foretelling John Baptiji's Birth, and ends with the

Afccnfion of our bieiftid Saviour ; fo that it is an Hiftory

including, according to a precife Reckoning, 38 Years want-

ing one Month; four Years more than the vulgar Account;
The whole containing much more Variety, and written in

purer Greek than the ibrmer Gofpels ; tho' not wholly free

from Hehraifms or Syriacifms. He mainly iniifts upon what
relates to ChriJVs facerdotal Office, and tho' recording o-

ther Parts of the Evangelical Story, yet it is ever with a pe-

culiar Refped to his Priefthood ; a Thing properly aim'd at

by him who was a Gentile^'xad alTilled by an Apoille of the

Uncircumcifion, becaufc it fhewM the Chnjiian Priefthood

to be more excellent than the Jevjtjh. Therefore in our
Saviour's Genealogy, he deiign'd not 1lo much to fhew him
to be the Seed of Abraham^ in whom the yewi trufted, as

the Seed of the Woman, in whom Gentiles were alfo to

expect Salvation ; and in other Parts of his Gofpel, he is

very particular in thofe Difcourfcs or Parables of our Savi-

our which relate to the Rejedion of theyrw;/, and the Call

of the Gentiles. As to thofe PalFages concerning our Savi-

our's weeping over Jerufalem^ and coiKerning his fweating
Drops of Blood, which were wanting in fome Copies, they

are abundantly lupply'd in others more ancient ; and 'tis be-

Iie\''d that they were fcrupuloufly omitted by fome who
were afraid of afcribing to Jefus Chnft any Marks of hu-
man Weaknefs. Some arc of Opinion that this Gofpel was
written eight Years before, at Cci i;tth when St. Paul was
there ; but the Time that we have tix'd feems much more
probable, viz,, in the Year 61, which was 28 after our Lord'ii

Afc^nilon.

In
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I'frfh, In this Year, Judcea being grievoufly infcfted with Rob-
bers and Murtherers, the Governor Fefius prov'd very fervice-

able to the Nation in quelh'ng and fuppreffing them ; efpe-

cially thofc, v^ho vv^ith their ihort Sv^ords hid under their

Garments, committed intolerable Outrages even in Jeru-
falem it felf. And as the People were ready to follow af-

ter all falfe MeJJiahs and Impoftors, fo great Numbers were
led into the Defart after a Tvlagician, who promised them a
Deliverance fi-om all their Troubles ; but Feftui by a ftrong

Party of Horfe and Foot, at once deftroy'd both the Decei-
ver and the Deceived. About the fame Time, Agrippa now
leiiding at Jerufalem^ ereded a flately Building within the

Palace, which formerly bclong'd to the Afmoneuns^ being

iituated on a high Place with a pleafant Profped, from
•whence the King-^ith Delight cou'd behold not only the

City, but alfo what was done within the fpacious Courts
of the Temple. The chief Men of the City were highly

difgufted at this Building, lince the Law had forbidden any
Man to behold the Sacrifices and Ob^tions ; therefore to.

prevent fuch Prophanation, they ereded an high Wall up-

on the Top of the WefternCloyfters, which not only hin-

dered the Profpc6t of the King's Houfe, but of that Builds

ing alfo where the Roman Soldiers on publick Days kept

Guard. Agrippa was highly offended at this, and Feftus Hill

more, who commanded the Wall to be pulfd down; but

they beg'd Leave of him firfl: to fend their Ambafladors to

the Emperor, alledging, It was Death to them to fuU down
any Fart of the Temple, And fending ten of their Nobili-

ty, with Ifinael the High-Prieil, and Chelcias the Treafurer,

A. D. i^ero by the Interceifion of Poppcca^ not only pardon'd what

^i. they had done, but alfo order'd that their Building fliou'd

Nero, continue. But Ifmael and Chelcias were dctain'd as Holla-

Jt ges ; and Agrippa^ who had the Power of difpoling of the

"JT Pricfthood, remov'd Ifmael, after he had continu'd in that

Office near four Yearg, and plac'd Jofeph^ iirnam'd Cabis^

the Son of Simon- a farmer High-Priell, in his Room, who
was the 14th High-Pricft after the Birth of our Saviour.

But in a very fhort Time Agrippa commanded him to lead

a private Life, and advanc-d in his (lead Ananus the Son of
Annas^ who was one of the five Brothers who all enjoyM
this Dignity.

About the fame Time the Apoftle 5^«»7^/, tho/ particular-

ly Bifhop of Jerufalem^ yet having by his apoftolical Fun6li-

on an unlimited Commilfion, thought it fuitable to his Of-
fice to take Care of all the Converted among the twelye

Tribes of Ifir-ael difpers'd in all Countries ; and accordingly

he
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h€ wrote an Epiftle to them, which in the lacrcd Canon 1^

plac'd firft of thofe call'd Cathollck Epijiles. We are afTur'd,

That not only in the moft ancient Latf/2 Copies, but alfa

in fome of the Greek Copies, he has the Title of an Apoftle

given him in the Infcription, tho' in ours it is otherwife.

The Occafion of his Writing it, as St. Atijlm fays, * was
' to fupprefs and confute a dangerous Error then growing
' up in the Church, That a bare naked Faith was fufficietit

* to fecure Men's Salvation, tho' good Works were neg*.

' leded; as alfo another Dodrine of as bad a Source, That
' God was the Author of Sin ; and likewife to comfort the
' ChrifiiaMs againil the frequent Troubles and Perfecutions
' rais'd againlt them by the v/orldly Powers, and to awaken
' them out of their llupid Security, when Judgments were
' at the Door: To compafs which End^ he iilPd his Epi-
' file with many excellent Exhortations, to bear Afflittions,

' to hear the Word of God, to mortifie their Lufts, to bri-

' die their Tongue and avoid Swearing ; to get right Appre-
' henlions of the Nature of God, and to adorn their Or//?;-
' a-a Profeffion with a good Converfation, with Meeknefs,
' Peace and Charity

i
laftly, teaching them how to behave

' themfelves in Times of approaching Miferies. He lilce-

' wife intimated fomething concerning the Jewijb Cuilom
' of Anointing the Sick, and of the Confeffion of Faults,
' which Chriftians ow^ht to make to each other. The whole
is wrote with abundance of Simplicity and Subftance, full

of engaging, folid and natural Thoughts, worthy of an apo-

ftolical Pen. This is one of the EpiiHes that have been a;

little doubted ; but tho* Eufebius and St. Jerom have ob-

ferv'd, that fome Perfons queftion'd the Authority of it,

yet 'tis certain that in their Time it was in the Canon of
the new Tellament, as they themfelves own ; and it is al-

fo found in all the ancient Canons of the Greek and Latiyz

Churches, and quoted by the Fathers of the fecond and
third Century.

Not long after, the Governor Feftm dying in his " Pro- %,/:pf-

vince, Nero feat Aibinus in his Room; who was the twelfth '^-^^

Governor o^ Judaea after the Banifliment o'i Archelaus^ and
the fixth after the Death of King Herod-Agrippa. Before

his Arrival, in this Interval, the unbelieving Jews^ who
Imving been difappointed in their Deligns againft Panl^ had
turn'd their Fury aj^ainJl Jamcs^ now found an Opportuni-

- ty to cfteft their Purpofcs; which they did by means of the

High-Prielt Anar.us^ a bold and daring Sadducce^ who call'd

X Council of the chief Men of the Jews^ who were Ene-
mies to ChriftiaKity. James and fevcral others were brought

before
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{)!efQre this GQuncil ; but the People had fo great a Venera-

tion fgr the Juftice and Sandity of James^ that they durft

not attempt him by a formal Accufation, and therefore the

phanfees ^ffaulted hiii^ another Way, and by fubtle Infinu-'

ations thought to ininare him. Wherefore complaining to

him, That the FeQple vjere mifirakly dcceiv*d^ and led away
VJith fome jfirrors emeerni'/ig Jefus being the Meffiah; they

earmftly def\r''d him tk^ he woiid recover them from their

Errors by his Word'^ li^kich they were aU ready to believe^ be-

caufe they had fueb nkn Of'tnion of his Virtue and Sincerity^

that they woii'd immediately yield to his Judgment. It was
now the Time of the PafTover, and the Multitude was
come together to the Feaft ; wherefore fetting him upon
fome of the Battlements of the Temple where all might
hear him, they faid, Tell us, ptji Man, in whom we all

put our Confidence^ w^at we are t(^ believe concerning Jefus,

who was cruciffd^ To whorn the Apoftle made Anfwer
with an audible Voice, Jefus the So» of Man^ after whom
you enquire, now fits at the right Hand of the divi'ae Majejly^

as the Son of God, and jhall come again in the Clouds of Hea-
ven. The People below hearing it, glorify'd the bleffed

Jefus, and openly proclaim'd Hofmna to the Son of David

!

Tho. Scribes ^nd Pharifees now perceiving their Miftake, and
that inftead of weakning they had confirmed the People in

their Opinion, in a great Rage refolv'd to difpatch him im-
mediately, that his fad Fate might terrific others from be-

lieving him. Whereupon fuddenly crying out, That Juflus

himfelf was feduc'*d, and become an Impojior, they threw him
down from the Place where he flood. Tho' much bruis'd,

he was not kill'd by the Fall, but recover'd fo much
Strength, as to get upon his Knees, and pray to Heaven for

their Pardon, for they knew not what they dtd. This did

not fatisfiC their Malice, but inrag'd at their Difappoint-

ment, they fell afreili upon the poor Remainders of his

Life ; and while he was yet at Prayer, and a Rechabite Hood
by entreating them to fpare a jujl and righteous Man who
was praying for them, they began to load him with a Sower
of Stones, 'till one more mercifully cruel than the reft,

with a Fuller's Club beat out his Brains. His Death prov'd

to the infinite Regret of all good Men, and of all fober and
jufl: Perfons among the Jews thcmfelves ; he being a Man
of that divine Temper, that he v/as the Love and Wonder
of his Age, and upon the Account of his ftrid and pious

Life, Was univerially frill'd ja-mcs the Jufl. His Tempe-
rance was admirable, abftaining both froniFleili and Wine;
and he was fo frequent in his Devotions, that his Knees

became
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became hard and brawny as a Gamers; and Jofsphns him-

felf confeires that his Death haftned the Ruin ot his Nati-

on. His Feaft by the Latin Church is celebrated on May
the I ft with St. Ph'difs^ but by the Greek Church on the

23d of Qdoher.

The Bifhoprick of Jerufalem being void, according to Enf^h,

Eufebiui^ the providing for that Place was fo far thought

the Concernment of the Chrifiian Church, that the Apoftles

and Difciples of our Lord are faid to have come from all

Parts to advife, and confult about a fit SuccefTor in his

Room. None was thought a fit Candidate for thePiacebut

one of our Saviour's own Relations ; and accordingly with

one Confent they devolv'd the Honour upon Simeon or
Simon^ St. Jaraes's own Brother, about 75- Years of Age,
and one of the Seventy Difciples, whom they all judg'd

moft worthy of the Dignity. At the Time of St. James\
Martyrdom, we are told by fome, that Ananv.i the High-
Prieft apprehended the Apoflle Matthias in Galilee^ and had
him brought before him; and making a long Speech to him,
after he found him contrary to his Exhortations afTerting

y<r///> of Nazareth to be th'j Mejfiah^ he condemn'd him to <

be ftoned, and the Sentence was immediately executed- But
of this, or of any other Account of St. Matthias's Death,
we have but flender Authorities. He was one of thofc

Apoftles who left no Writings behind him ; tho' a Gofpel
and fome few other Things have been afcrib'd to him. The
Greeks celebrate his FeaO: on the 9th o^ Augufi^ and theL^-
tins on the 24th of February^ As for Ananus^ his Aclions
and Proceedings againft St. 'James v/ere fo very diipleafing

to all good Men in the City, that they not only complainM
of him to King Agrippa^ but alfo feveral of them went to
meet with their new Governor Albinus in his Way to Alex-
andria^ remonftrating that he had not only afted unjuftly,

but alfo exceeded his Authority. Upon which Albinus
wrote an angry Letter to Ananus^ threatning him with Pu-
nifhment ; and for the fame Caufe Agrippa difpoffefs'd him
of his High-Priefthood, after he had held it three Months,
and dlablifh'd Jefus the Son o^Damnceus in hfs Room, who
was the i6th High-Prieft after our Saviour's Nativity.

Not long after xht Settlement of Albinus in his Govern- />^'^

ment, being at Jerusalem at the Feaft of Tabernacles, v/hen
that City for a while enjoy'd both Peace and Plenty, four
Years before the Jewijh Wars, and feven Years and lir

Months before the Siege of the City, there hapned the firft

great Prefage of its Ruin. And this was from an ordinary
Countryman, one Jefus the Son of Anar.r.s^ who coming

to
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^ the Feaft, began fuddenly to cry out, A Voice from
the Eaft^ a J/oice from the IVeJi^ a Voice from the four
Winds ; a Voice againfl Jeruialcm and the Temple^ a
Votce aga'mft new marry'd PerfonSy a Voice againft all this

Peophl And thus crying Night and Day about the Streets,

fome of the Nobility growing unealie, caus'd him to be
very fevcrely fcourg'd ; which he endur'd without any In-

treatics or Complaints, but continu'd repeating the fame
Words. The Magiftrates then fearing it fome divine Im-
pulfe, led him to Albmus^ where being beaten 'till his Bones
appeared, he never fhed one Tear, but framing a weeping
Voice, at every Stroak he cry'd, IVoe^ woe^ to Jerufalem

!

jjlbinus then ask'd him^ IVho^ and what he was, and why he

made that Outcry ? but he made no Anfwer, but ftill con-
tinued to bewail Jernfalem ; 'till the Governor thinking him
mad, fuffer'd him to depart. He cry'd thus moflly on the

Feait Days, for above feven Years together, without being

hoarfe or weary, 'till the Siege began. And leaving for

fome Days, he once more cry'd^ M'^oe to the City, Temple
and People, adding alfo a Woe to himfclf; and immediately

after was kill'd with a Stone fliot out of an Engine. Short-

ly after the Feafl of Tabernacles, Agrippa gave the High-
Priefthood to Jefus the Son of Gamaliel, and the other Je-
fus parting with it unwillingly, it caus'd great Mifchiefs and
Didurbances in the City. And great Numbers of Robbers
and AffafTinates taking the Advantage of troublefom Times,
from that Time the Jewip State grew worfe and w^orfe,

and the Seeds of their future Deftru6l:ion were now fown.
Alhimii alfo prov'd an intolerable Governor, not only ta-

king away private Mens Goods under Pretence of Juftice,

but alfo burthening the Nation with extraordinary Tri-

butes ; and then being brib'd by all Kinds of Villains, he

became the Encourager of infinite Ravages and Diforders.

Tjctt, IV ' E>uring thefe Troubles in Judcea, the Emperor
Sntu Nero more and more proceeded in his Enormities and Cru-

elties, the Cares oiBurrhus and Seneca now nothing avail-

ing. In this Year, and the ninth of his Reign, Burrhus

dy'd, not without Sufpicion of Poifon from iV'(?r£/'s Agents,

which fo weakned the Interell and Authority of Seneca^

that feeing himfclf defpis'd, he prudently ddir'd Permilfion

to withdraw himfelf, oiiering alfo to deliver up his large

Eftate, wiiich had created him fo much Envy ; but Nero

having learn'd, and pra6lis'd the Art of Diffimulation, un-

der Colour of Rcfped, deny'd his Petition; but Senecaiiom
' that Time, nlrer'd his Courfc of Life, admitted of few Vi-

firs,
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fits, and always appcar'd with a very fmall Retinue. For
Nero now began to difpLiy his fanguinary Temper without

Mercy or Dilcretion, and unjultly put many eminent Pcr-

fbns to Death, among the reft Ruhcilius-Platitus and 'Pallas^

the former for being of the Julian Family, and the latter

for being rich, a Crime for which many fuffer'd ; then pro-

ceeding in his Cruelties, he divorc'd and banifh'd his Wife
and PrcdecclTor's Daughter O^avia.^ upon the Account of

his Concubine Poppcca., whom he now marry'd ; and when
the People murmur'd at this Injury, he afterwards caus'd

her to be put to Death. In the madtl of thcfe uncomforta- Philip.^,

ble Times in Rome.^ the Apoftlc P^/^/, ftill under Confine-
J^[

^^'

ment.^ proceeded in his Miniftry with indefatigable Dili- chaf. z.

gence, and no lefs Succefs, tho' not without manyCrolfes, 25-28.

and Affli6lions from obftinate and deligning Brethren, The
ChriftiaftsoiPhil:ppi m Macedonia^ where he had been three

Times, who before had been very bountiful to him, gave

him fpecial Signs of their Care of him during his Imprifon-

ment at Rome ; for they fent to him Epaphrodlt:is their Bi-

fhop, with a large Supply ofMony, and taafilft his Pcrfoii

in their ftead, in effc^ling of which he wr.s expos'd to fo

many Dangers, that he fell into a Difeafe that endangered

his Life, and detain'd him a long Time at R-Jine. The
PhiUppians heard of his Sicknefs, and were much troubled

;

for which Reafon, the Apoftle fent him to Ph^Uppi^ as roon
as he was recover'd, and with him an Epiftle to the Ph';-

ljppia?£^^J which is that which now bears that Name. It is

written in the Name of Paul and T'tmothv^ and particular-

ly dire6ted to the Bifliops, or rather Presbyters, and Dea-
cons of the Church ; ' manifefting a fpecial Love and Ten-
' dernefs for them, and Joy for their Bounty to him^ not
' fo much for his own Sake, who had learnt to endure
' the extreamcft Want, as for theirs, who iliou'd receive fo

' great a Reward from God. Me writ to them as a Fa-
' ther, exhorting them to walk as Children of the Light,
' and to fhine as Stars among the Gc?iules with whom they
' were mixM ; warning them of Juda'izing Teachers, who
' were Enemies to the Crofs of Chr'iji ; and adviiing theni

' to live in continual Obedience to Chnjl ; to avoid Dif-
* putations, to delight in Prayer, to be conftant in AifiiCti-

' ons, to be full of Joy and Peace. He befought them al-

<• fo to live in pcrfeft Union ; and (ince Union cou'd not
4 be preferv'd without Humility, which caus'd iVIcn topre-

< fer others before themfelves, he propounded t\\(t Example
i of the blefled Jefus^ who fo far humbled himfelf as to bc-

4 come obedient to Death, even the Death of the Crofs :

Z ' Parti-
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' Particularly recommending this Union to Evodiai and
' Synticbe^ two pious Women of that Church, and his Fel-
' low Labourers in the Gofpc], who notwithllanding had
' fome Difference with the Brethren ; deiuing one of the
' chief Paltors, whom he calTd his Yoke-Fellow, to com-
* pole the JOillentions. He likewife told them, That hede-
' fign'd to fend Ttmothy to them, and afterwards hop'd to
* fee rhem himfelf ; for tho' he long'd to die and to be
* with Chrift^ yet he knew that God wou'd continue him
' in Life, for their Comfort, and the Encreafe of their

* Faith. This was the feventh EpilHe that the Apoftle

wrote ; having writ nothing for above five Years before.

Shortly after the Apolllc turn'd his Thoughts towards
the Chriftians at Epbefu<^ among whom he had labour'd

more, and continu'd longer, than in any other City, name-
ly, three Years-, Ifom 5-4 to fy. He had been inform'd that

the ]3ciicvers of that Church continu'd in the Faith, and in

Charity ; but fearing that they might fuffer themfelves to be

lurpriz'd nt length, either with the Fables of heretical Teach-
ers, or by the Difcourfes of thofe converted Jews^ who
wouVi oblige the Chriflians to obferve their Law, he wrote
an Epililc to them to encourage them to continue firm in

theDodrinc which he had taught them. It is written only in

his own Name, and dircded not only to thofe of Ephefwy

but alfo to other Believers ; fo that it is generally believ'd,

that it was a circular Letter directed to tlie Church of E-
phefu^^ for all the Churches of the Proconfular Afia : And
probably for this Reafon the Heretick Marcion afterwards

intituled it, TheE-piJlle to the Laodiceans. *• InthisEpiftle he
* firO: commends the Faith and Charity of the Ephejiam ; but
' his m.ain Deiign was to inllru^l them fully in the great
' Myfleries of the Gofpel, their Redemption and Jultifica-

* tion by the Death of Jejus C/rnJi^ their gratuitous Eledi-
* on, the Calling of the 'Ge?itiles^ the Union of the Jews
' and Gentiles in one Body, of which Jefas Chr'ift w^as the
' Head, and the glorious Exaltation of that Head above all

* Creatures both Spiritual and Temporal This istheSubje61:
' of the three firll Chapters, where the Stile is fomewhat
'• hard and obfcure, by Reafon of the Sublimity of the Mat-
' tcr there liandled, his Tongue being not able to exprefs

' fully the Depth and Greatnefs of his Tiioughts. It isbe-

' liev'd, that liere he oppos'd not only the Judaiziy?g Chri-
' ftians of that Church, but alfo the Scholars of Simon Ma-
' pu>\ and other Hereticks, who now began to alfume to
* themfelves the Name of Gnofticks^ who "held that Angels
' were Mediators between God and Man, initcad of Jefm

* Chrtft,
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* Chrili^ and that Perfons ought to have Recourfe to them
* for Reconciliation. And fince thefe Hereticks didnolefs
' oppofe an holy Life, than they did the Truth, therefore

' the Apoftle fiU'd the four laft Chapters of this Epiftle

^ with moft excellent moral Precepts for the ordering of a
' Chrifttan Life in all Conditions. This Epiille was fent

by T'ychicus^ to whom the Apoftle gave the Character of
Dear Brother^ a faithful Mtnijier of Jefus Chrift, and his

Companion in the Service of the Gofpel^ that he might take

Care of the Ephejian Church in the Abfence of Xtmothy

their Bifhop.

Amongft other of the Apoftle's Converts at Rome was 0- mum.
nefimus^ who of a Slave, Renegado and Thief, became a JO'«^«

faithful Servant of Chriji ; and was thought worthy to be JJ/^y; ^^
caird by Faul^ His dear and faithful Brother^ his Son^ his ^.

Bowels^ Himfelf He was a Native of ColoJJe^ a City of
Phrygia^ near the Metropolis Laodicea^ and a Servant of
Philemon^ an. eminent Chrifiian there, and an intimate Friend

of the Apoftle's. Onefimus^ always a bad Servant, at length

rob'd his Mafter, and fled to Rome^ where by Paulas En-
deavours he was converted, inftruded and baptiz'd ; after

which he became remarkably pious, and extreamly fervicea-

ble to the Apoftle in his Imprifonment, fo that he was ve*

ry defirous to have kept him with him, but becaufe he had
not his Mailer Philemon s Confent, he fent him to Colojfe^

writing a fhort Epiftle to him at the fame Time, ' defiring
' him to pardon him, and notwithftanding his former Faults,
' to ufe him as a Brother

;
promifing alfo, that if he had

* wrong'd him, or ow'd him any thing, he wou'd repay it.

' And that this Epiftle might the more eafily obtain v/hat
' he deiir'd of Philemon^ in the Title he faluted his Wife
' Apphia^ and his Partner Archippus the Paftor of the Church

;

' letting him know that he hop'd to be freed, and be with
' him in a ftiort Time. This Epiftle was fent by Onefi- Cakp. r. €,

mus and Tychicus ; and at the fame Time he fent another ^''^-p-a-

Epiftle to all the Chnflians in the fame City Colojfe ; a City ll^:^
where this Apoftle had never preach'd, but the Gofpel which i/ai

had fprcad it felf in all the World, had taken Root amongft - '-f- 4«

them, and brought forth much Fruit. Epaphras had been p^,y^
their chief Inftrudor, who alfo had given Pa^J an Account 23.

of their Converlion, and mutual Love in the Spirit, being
then a Prifoncr with him at Rome ; and Paul being fatif-

fy'd of this, always rcmember'd them in his Prayers, defi-

ring of God that they might be fiU'd with all fpiritual Wif-
dom, and walk worthy of their Vocation. But the Enemy
had ibwM among the good Corn the Tares of Philofophy,

Z z and
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and a falfc Humility ; for the Seducers of thofc Times en-

dcavourM to perfuade the ColoJfiaf7s^ that they ought not to

go to God by Jejh Chrift^ being lb far exalted above them,
but by Angels, whom they afTerted to be their Mediators
in fuch a Senfe as only agreed to the Son of God : Which
Error feems to have been derivM from the Platonifts ; but

becaufe they who then held it added fome Jewijh Observa-
tions, they are rather to be reckoned among the Scholars of
SimoM Magm^ or of fome ^f? a;j who fought to mix the Law
and the Gofpel together. Paul perhaps had heard this part-

ly from Epaphras^ and partly by a Letter he receiv'd from
the Church of Laodtcea ; and therefore having a common
Concern for all the Churches of CbrtJ}^ both as a Minifter,

and an Apodle of the Gemiles^ he had a great Dcfire to

comfort their Minds, and unite them in perfe6l Charity,

by an Epittlc, the Deiign of which was in fome Meafure
the fame with that to the Ephejia?2s. ' In it he moft mag-
' niticently fets forth the Mejjiah^ and all the Benefits flow-
' ing from him, as being the Image of his Father, the Re-
' deemer of all Mankind, and Reconciler of all Things to
* God, the Head of the Church, which gave Life and Vi-
' gour to all its Members. He commended the Do6trinc
' preach'd to them by Epaphrai^ exhorting them not to lufter

' thcmfelves to be beguird of their Reward in Obeying, by
' being led away with theReafonings of human Philofophy,
' by fupcrlb'tious Pra6lices of making Differences of Meats
' and Drinks, andbyworfhipin^ of Angels. In the three laft

' Chapters, hcgavetheman Abltraclof many chief and prin-
* cipal Duties of the Chrifi'ian Life, cfpecially fuch as refpe-

' ded the Relations of Parents, Wives, Mailers and Servants.

A. D. After the ApoftleP/iW had been above four Years aPrifo-

63. ner to the Roman Power, of which two were fpent at the

Nero, QaX.^ oi liornc^ he was then freed from all Confinement,
9 being found not guilty of the Breach of any Roman Law.
*°* About Avhich Time the Evangelifi: Luke wrote his fecond

Hiilory call'd The Adts of the Apojiles^ which he dedicated

to the fame Theuphihij^ to whom he had dedicated his Gof-
pel ; the one containing the Miracles c^Jefus Chr'tft^ and
the other thofe of the Holy Ghoih In the firfi: he wrote
fuch Things as he had from the Relation of others ; in the fe-

cond, thole of which he had been \\\ part an Eye-Witnefs.
It is entituled Ads^ YW-c'>^r. of the Apuftles^ becaufe it con-

tains the Hilfory of what the Apoilles did at JerufaUm and
'judica^ for about a do7en Years after the Afcenlion of our
Saviour. After which, he continues his Hiltory with the

Travels, Adions and Sermons of St. Paf/I, till the End of
his
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his two Years Confinement at Rome. So that it is an Hi-

flory of thirty Years Tranla^tions ; the former Part princi-

pally containing the Ads of the two Apoftlcs of the Cir-

cumciiion, l^cter and John., with the Preaching of theGof-
pel to the Jews., and the latter thofc of the two Apoftlcs

of the Uncircumcifion Paul and Barnabas., with the Plant-

ing and Progrefs of the Gofpel among the Gentiles. He
fays nothing of the Travels and Progrefs of the other Apo-
ftles, becaufe he had not been a Witnefs of them, andcou'd
not learn them from his Mafler St. PuhI. It is writ both

with Eloquence and Art ; and the Narrative has no Icfs

Sublimity, than Simplicity. And St. Jerom fays, That all

the Words of thai Work, compos'd by one who v/as a

Phyfician by Profeflion, were as fo many Cures for a lan-

guhhing Soul.

The x'ipodle Paul being now releas'd from his Bonds,

remembring that he was an Apoftlc o'i t\\t Gentiles., and had

a larger Diocefs than Rome., kft the City to travel into o-

ther Parts of the World, having made a plentiful Harveil

in that vafl: Place. About the I'ime of his Departure, or

immediately after, being 'n\ Italy., upon the Return of 7/-

motky., \\Q wrote his famous and moft elaborate Epiftle to

the Hebrews., that is, to the converted Jews^ dwelling in J"^-

rufalem and Judcca., the^^wj of other Countries being call'd

Hellenifts ; and many think that he deiign'd it for a Trea-
tife, and not an Epiflle ; for tho' it be one of the longeft

of his Pieces, he yet excused its Brevity, Chap. 13. 22.

Thefe Hebrew Converts now dwelt in an accurs'd Land,
furrounded with many Troubles and Calamities, heavy Per-

fecutions both ^iom.Jews nw^ Gentiles prelTing in upon them
on every Side, belides a fpecious Train of plaufible Infinu-

ations to reduce them to their ancient Mofaick InlHtutions,

to which many had turn'd of late, apodatizing from the Pu-
rity of the Chriftian Faith. Wherefore partly to warn and
inftruft them, an^ partly to encourage and fupport them,
he wrote this celebrated Epiifle ; but he neither prefixed his

Name nor Title to it, as well becaufe thefe Believers them-
fclves had entertain'd a Prejudice againft him, as becaufe

he v/as not properly their Apoftle ; Clemens Alex, adds, be-

caufe of the Reverence he bore to Jefas Chrijl himfelf,

who was the Apoftle of the Hebrews. ' His Defign in tliis

' Epiftle, as in thofe to the Romans and Galatians., was prin-

' cipally to prove. That Juftification was not by the Law,
' but by Faith in Jcjus C/rri/i^ who had communicated h"s

' Spirit to them; and this he does by fhewing the Infuffici-

* cncy of the Legal Sacrifices for that End, as he had done
'^

3 "\a,
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* \n the Epiftle to the Romans of the Moral Law and
* Works pcrrorm'd without the Grace of Chrift^ and in
* that to the Galatians of the Ceremonies and Circumcifi-
' on. To make this Truth plain, he reprefented to them
* the Dignity of the Son of God, as far above all Angels
' and created Beings ; and as to his Office of MeJJiah^ he
' prov'd him to be a greater Lawgiver than Mofes^ a. great-
' er PriCii: than Aaron^ and a greater King and Priefl: than
' Melchifedeck. He demonftrated, That the Ceremonies,
' the Sacrifices and the Obfervations of the Law, cou'd
' have no Virtue inthemfelves, but only as they were Types
' and Figures of a better Sacrifice Jcfus Chr'ift ; and that
' they were accomplini'd in his Perfon, and by his Mini-
* ftry, and confequently were finally and totally abolifli'd,

* He fliew'd by theExamples of the Patriarchs and Prophets,
* That Juftification was by Faith alone ; and in the whole
* Epiflle he mingled many excellent Precepts for the Regu-
* lation of their Lives; exhorting them in the midft of their
' Sufferings to repofe an immoveable Truft in JefusChrifty
^ and arming them againfl: Apoftacy from that excellent Re-
' ligion, wherein they had fo happily engag'd themfelves.

This Epiltle is full of excellent Allegories, and of noble
Thoughts exprefs'd in a fublime Manner ; and in a Word,
it is the mofl accurate, and methodical of all his Epiftles,

the mofl: equal in all its Parts, and where he treats of the

fame Matter in the profoundefl Way, and with the largefl

Extent. This is the nth Epiftle that St. Paul wrote, which
many think was originally in the Hebrew or Syriack Tongue,
and fhortly after tranflated into Greek by fome other Hand;
and others think that St. Paul didlated the Matter to St=

Lukc^ by whom it was form'd into an elegant Style. In-

deed the Want of the Infcription has given Occafion to

fome particular Men to difpute the Author of it, and alfo

its being Canonical; fome attributing it to St. Luke or Cle-

'mens^ Others to Bar-fiahai : But St. Jerom afTures us that all

the Eaftern Churches and Greek Fathers received it as St.

PauTSj and the Latins have follow'd them ; and Theodorei

reproves the Arlans for reje61:ing this Epiflle, contrary to the

Authority of the Church. In fhort, the Epiflle it felf, as

well as the Churches x\uthority, fliews it to be St. PauVs
;

and all the Difputes about it began in the third Century,

and vaniOi'd in the fifth.

T^T.m. ij-. Yhe Apoflle having left Rome and Italy^ according to his
i4' i8-

promife in his Epiflle to the Romans^ fail'd Weflward and
preach'd the Gofpel in Spain^ as we learn from St. Clemens^

Theodoret and others ; and many arc of Opinion that he
went
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went as far as Britain^ which indeed is very uncertain. Af-

ter he had preach'd about eight or nine Months in thcPj

Weftern Parts, he returned again Eaflward, and leaving both

Sicily and Greece^ arriv'd at Crete
^
probably about the latter

End of the Year 63. After he had preach'd a while, and
eftablifh'd fome Churches, in the Beginning of the follow-

ing Year, he conilituted Titus Bifhop of the Ifland, to ma- A. D.
nage the Government and Adminiftration of ir, as all the 64.

Ancients allure us. St. 'Paul alfo tells Thus in his Epillle, Nero,

Chap. I. f. That for that Caufe he had left hira in Crete,

namely to fet in Order th^ Thi?igs that were wantiyig^ and to

ordaiyi Presbyters in every City^ ds he had appointed h':n^.. By
Presbyters or Elders, both St, Chryfoftom and Theodoret lay

he means Bifhops ; the former adding. That the Apoftlewas.

not willing that the Adminiftration of fo large an Ifle

fhou'd be left to one Perfon, but that every City might
have its proper Governor to infpc^l and take Care of it,

that the Burthen might be lighter, and the People attend-

ed with great Diligence. After this Settlement Paul leav-

ing the Ille, is fupposM to go with Timothy into Jud^a^ to

viiit the Chrijliam in thofe Parts, according as he deiign'd

lieb. 13. 23. but of this we have no great Certainty.

V • In the Beginning of this Year, and the loth of Au-v

ro, or in the latter End of the lad, the Apoftle Peter in all

Probability came and fettled at Rome ; and that he did fet-

tle there, we have the Authority of moll: of the Ancients

:

That it was in the latter Part of his Lire, and in Nero's

Reign, we are alTur'd from Origen and Laciantius : That
It was not before the Year 63, is highly probable from St.

Paul's Silence in his EpilHes from Rome ; and that it wa^
not after the Year 64, is apparent from La^antius^ who
fays he came before iVcr^^'s Perfecution, which began in that

Year, and was owz main OccaMon of it. This Apoftle be-

fides the Eaflcrn Parts formerly mention'd, is faid to liave

preach'd in Africk^ Sicily^ Italy^ and alfo in Britain^ mak-
ing great Numbers of Converts in all Places. Arriving at

Rome^ he found the Peoples Minds ftrangely bewitch'd, and
hardned againli Chriflianity by the infernal Arts of Stmoa
Magus^ wliom he had formerly defeated at Samaria ; who
after infinite Mifchiefs in other Places, at Royne had fo in-

finuated himfelf into the Peoples Favour, that according to

Juftin Martyr^ they cre6ted him a Statue v^^ith this Infcri-

ption, Simoni Deo SavBo^ To Simon the Holy God. But
the Credit of tliis Infcription feems much wcakned, tho'

we cannot fay overthrown, by another found in the lift

Z4 Ac:c
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Age in the fame Place, very like this, viz. Semoni faftgo Deo
fdio^ ^c. However it is certain, that this Simo^/ihyMQ^ns

of his Sorceries obtain'd a great Veneration from the Ro-

mans.) and no fmall Favour from the Emperor Nero., who
was a profefs'd Patron of Magicians, and all fuch as main-

tain'd iecret Ways of Commerce with the infernal Powers.
His great Progrefs provok'd the Indignation of Peter., who
finding him Itill pretending himfelt fome great Perfon,

yea and the Mejjlah^ cou'd not but lealoufly oppofe his

prefumptuous Arrogancy. But Stmon., more incens'd by the

Oppolition, made fome bold Challenges to the Apoftle ; in

which being continually w^orfted, he at length offer'd to

give the People fuch an evident Demonftration of his Pow-
er, as was beyond Contradiction ; for he wou d, he faid,

immediately afcend up into Heaven, as the Son of God

:

Whereupon he rais'd himfelf up into the Air by the Help
of two inviflble Devils, as in a Chariot of Fire like Elijah^

and by his Magical Power feem'd to be polling to Heaven.
The Apoftle feeing this Delufion, betook himfelf to Pray-

ers, and obtain'd of God that for the Honour of his Son,
the Impoflor lliould be difcoverM. Whereupon his two
Spirits were taken from him, and being deferted, he fell

Headlong to the Ground, and was fo bruis'd and wound-
ed, that he dyM lliortly after. This Story, related at large by

Hegefippus the younger, is by moft thought fabulous ; but

it is generally acknowledg'd by good Writers, that Simon

Magus did really receive an intire Defeat from this Apoftle

at Rome.
And here it may not be improper to take fome Notice of

the Dogmata and Herelies fir 11: broach'd by Simon., and then

vented and propagated by his Difciplesand Followers; who
tho' palTmg under ditferent Titles, yet all center'd after-

wards in the Name of Gnojlicks. One of their Opinions

was. That God did not create the World, but that it was
made by Angels, and that therefore divine Honours were
due to them, and they were to be ador'd as fubordinate Me-
diators between God and Man : An Opinion from Vv'hich

the Church was not freed for feveral Ages. Another Prin-

ciple was. That Men might freely and indifferently eat

what had been offer'd to Idols, yea and facrifice to the I-

dol it felf, it being lawful confidently to abjure the Faith

in Time of Perfecution. Befides thefe, Simon and his Fol-

lowers made the Gate yet wider, maintaining an univerfal

Licence to fin. That Men might a£l as they were inclin'd.

That Wom^en might be common, That there wou'd be no
Refurredion of the Body, tho' the Soul was Immortal,

That
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That to prefs the Obfervance of good Works was inconfi-

ftent with the Gofpel Liberty ; Thut if Men believ'd Simu?t

and his CoiKubinc HcIUm^ they hud no Reafon to regard

Law or Prophets, but Ihou'd be fav'd by Grace without

any Works. As the Confequcnce of their Principles, Ire-

naus tells us, they liv'd in all Lull and Impurity, and wal-

low'd in the moil horrible and unheard of Beilialities. By
thefe, and fuch like Principles and Pradices, of which
many more might be enumerated, they corrupted the

p^aith oi Chrijlmns^ diltraded the Peace oi Chriji\ Church,

and llain'd and defil'd the Honour and Purity of the bell

Religion in the W-^orld.

The Defeat of Shnon^ and the Succcfs of Peter was high- T.tdt.

ly difpleafing to Ncro^ who now more and more abounded ^•''».

in his Enormities and Vices. After he had imbru'd his
'^"^^•

Hands in the Blood of his Brother, his Mother, and his

Wife, and many of the Nobility, he fo wretchedly debas'd

himfelf as to become a common Player, a Charioteer, and
a publick Singer ; and this Year fell into prodigious Impie-

ties, and unheard of Pollutions : x\nd as nothing isfomoa-
ftrous as Lull when it is unconfin'd, fo it brought him in-

to the moil extravagant Follies, and unnatural Inconlillen-

cies, that cou'd enter into human Minds. After he had ex-

haulted his Invention in his lewd Featls and Banquets, hav-

ing attir'd himfelf in the Habit of a Woman and a Bride,
i

he was wedded to one of his abominable Companions call'd

Pythagoras ^ and again to his Freed Man Donphorns ; after

which he became an Husband to a Boy call'd Spor/is^ who
being emafculated, was cloath'd with all the Ornaments of
an Lmprefs, and accompany'd by the Emperor in the moil
publick Places : Which occalion'd feveral to fiiy. That the

H'^orld had been happy had Nero's Father been marry"d only

to fiich a Spoiife. His unbounded Lull, and exorbitant Lux-
ury daily encreas'd the Rage of his fierce and bloody Mind,
and he became cruel even to o. Proverb, dcttroying luch

Numbers, thortrej-ather appear'd a Devil incarnate, than a

Man; likewife "boalting of his A6b;uiis, and faying. That
none of his PredeceJJors knew their own Power. He often

faid. That he had rather be hated than hro'd^ because Men
lov'^d him according to their own Humours^ but hated htm ac-

cording to His\ and when a Perfon in his Pretence faid as a

Proverb, When I am dead let the World be burnt \ Na\^ re-

ply'd he, let it be while I am alive. And not long after this,

being oftended at the Narrownefs of the Streets and Irre-

gularity ofthe Buildings, or ambitious of founding a new
Cit}', he caus'd Home to be fet on Fire in feveral Places

;

getting
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getting himfelf upon Mecccy^as-s Tower, beholding the mi-

ferable Defolation with infinite Pleafure and Dehght, and

in a Player's Habit fung, The DeJlrtiSiion of Troy. The
Fire continued above fix Days, confuming innumerable

Rows of (lately and glorious Buildings and Temples, with

Riches, Goods and Merchandife of ineftimable Value ; de-

ftroying great Numbers of People, and laying near three

Quarters of this vaft City in Afhes. This Fire began on
the 19th of 7«/)', and the Year 64, and almofl immediately

preceded, and was one wicked Occafion of the firft General

Perfecution of the Church, which hapned 31 Years after

our blefled Saviour's Afcenfion.

CHAP. VIL

From the Beginning ofthe firft General Ter-
fecution of the Churchy to the "DeftruBion

of Jerufalem, and the T>i(folution of the

Jewilh Oeconomy.

Containing the Term of about fix Tears,

The First General Persecution.

A. D. T TMmediatcly after the Emperor Nero had committed

^A •*•• I the execrable Fa6l: of burning the moft glorious City

iSlero -*- ij^ ^he Univerfe, he feemM to have fome Remorfe,
io_

' and began to fear the Rage and Refentmcnts of an injur'd

n. People. Therefore he not only us'd the utmofi: Expedition

X«af, in re-edifying the City, but likewife all other Methods that

human Policy cou'd fugged: Large Gifts were beflow'd

on the meaner Sort; the Books of the.9v^/7j were confulted

to appeafe the incenfed Gods; ProcelTions and publick

Prayers were made to Vulcan^ Ceres and Proferpr/^e; the

young Ladies, to propitiate J^^fto^ made Sacrifices at the

Capitol; and the marry'd Women celebrated folemn Vi-

gils to the Honour of other Deities. Yet all thefe Gifts,

LargefTes, Ceremonies and Sacrifices, were not fufficient to

fecurc the Emperor's Reputation, or remove the Sufpiciori

of his being the Author of this (Irange Tragedy. Where-^

fore to divert the Sufpicion from himfelf, being excited by

an infernal Malice, he turn'd all the Odium upon the inno-

cent
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cent Chrifliam^ who he knew were hated in the utmofl:

Degree by the loofer Sort, and proceeded againft them as

the Incendiaries, and the Adors in this Calamity. Lailar,-

tius adds, That St. Peter being now at Rome^ by his n'.any

Miracles and his numerous Converts excited Nero^s Fury
againfl the Chrijiians ; who finding that great Multitudes,

not only in Rome^ but in all other Places, were daily fal-

ling from Idolatry, and were turning to this new Rehgion,

and being tranfported by his brutal l^yranny to all Sorts of
Cruelty, he fet himfelf firft of all to deftroy this Religion,

and to perfecute the Servants of God. So that this is pro-

perly caird. The firfi general Perfecutioj^ of the Church

;

not but that the Church had often met with Perfecution

from particular Nations and People ; but, as TertuUian cx-

preffes it, Nero was the firft who drew the Imperial Sword
againfl the Chriftians^ then greatly liourifting in Rome, l^t-

berius feem'd a Favourer of the Se6l, Caligula did not di-

flurb them, and Claudius^ tho' he banilh'd feveral from
Rome^yQt it was under the particular Denomination ofJt-w/.
As for the Particulars of this Perfecution, Tacitus

tells us. That at firft feveral were feiz'd who made Profef-

fion of this new Religion ; and by their Confeffion infinite

Numbers of others were deteded and executed, whom the

common Hatred, and not the Burning of the City, had
made criminal. He adds, That they were treated with all

the Inftances of Scorn and Cruelty ; fome of them were
wrapt up in the Skins of wild Beaits, and worry'd and de-

vour'd by Dogs ; others were crucify'd ; others burnt alive,

being clad in Paper Coats, dipt in Pitch, Wax and fuch

combuftible Matter; that when Day-Light faifd, they might
ferve for Torches and Illuminations in the Night. AVro
exhibited thefe Speftacles in his own Gardens, impioufly

joining to them the Diverfions of the Cirque, and appearing

himlelf publickly in the Habit of a Charioteer, fitting m his

Chariot ; which yet the People entertain'd with more Pity,

than Pleafure, knowing that they were not done for the

publick Benefit, but meerly to gratifie his own private Rage
and Malice. Thus barbaroufly were the Chrifttans treated

at Rorne\ among whom in the ancient Martyrologies we
find the Names of Tecla^ Torques^ 'Torquatus^ Marcellus^ and
feveral others. We are inform'd by Sul. Severm and Oro-

fim^ that not long after the Perfecution began in Rome., the

Emperor ifiTu'd out Edids againft the Chrijliafjs through
molt if not all the Provinces of the Empire ; but in this

Mr, Dodwel is fingular, believing that the Perfecution v/as

,'
^ confin'd
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confin'd to Rome. However we find the Names of fome
Martyrs in Milan and other iPlaces; and an Infcription

was found at Clunia m Spaiu^ dedicated to Nero in Memo-
ry of his having clear'd the Province of fuch as had intro-

duced a new Su'pcrftition among Mankind. How long this

Perfecution laded it is hard to determine; but in all Pro-
bability it was abated at Rome in a very fhort Time, tho' in

fome of the Provinces it might continue longer; and the

Chriilians were in lefs Safety than formerly throughout the

reft of A^^Tf^'s Reign. And here we may not improperly

take notice out of Tacitus of fome Calamities that befel

Rome and Italy fliortly after. Campania was dcftroy'd by

Whirlwinds^ which beat down Villages, tore up Woods
and Corn, and fpread its Fury a)moft to the Gates of Rome

;

whilft the City was expos'd to a moll dreadful Pcftilence,

which rag'd without any Sign of a corrupted Air : Houfes
were fill'd with dead Bodies, and the Streets with Fune-
rals;, neither Age nor Sex efcap'd,both Slaves and Freemen
promifcuoufly perilh'd: Parents and Children while they la-

mented each others Lofs, often themfelves made up the

Funeral Pile : Knights and Senators, tho' they indifferently

perifh'd, were lefs lamented, having as it were by a com-
mon Fate cfcap'd the Cruelties of their Emperor.
The Preaching and Succefs of the Apoftlc Peter was one

great Occalion of this Perfecution, therefore his Life was
ffpecially aim'd at ; but by what Means he cfcap'd in the

Heat of it, we have no Account. It is probably conjcdtur'd

by fome, that part of that Storm which he avoided, in this

Year, fell upon his Brother Andrew in the Province of A^
(haia-^ tho' the Year mu(t be acknowledg'd to be much
more uncertain than the Place. This Apoille having preach'd

the Gofpel, and wrought many Miracles in the wild Nor-
thern Countries of Scythia and Sogdiana^ and afterwards in

fome of the Provinces of the leller Afia.^ at length came in-

to Greecey Epirus and Achaia^ where he flill added more
Converts to the Chrifiian Faith. In the City of Patnc in

Achaia., he contirm'd all thofe Truths he had preach'd by

the Effuiion of his Blood, being condemn'd to be crucify'd

by /I'.geas^ the Proconful of that Province; which Sentence

was fhortly after executed on November the 30th. All the

particular Circumllances of his Death arc very largely de-

fcrib'd in a Letter, attributed to the Priclts and Deacons
of Achaia^ his Difciples, of which Dr. Cave has gi-

ven us an Extra^^ ; but the Authority of that Piece is not

to be rely'd on, having been condemn'd by the Ancients,"•'-
as
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as being composM by Hercticks. The Year of his Martyr-

dom is very uncertain, foinc placing it in the Perfecution

under Domitian^ about 30 Years after this Perfecution, ^nd
others in this ; v/hich to us feems the moft probable. The
modern Greeks attribute to him the Founding of the Church
of Bizantium^ iince call'd Conjiantimpte^ and the Ordaining

of Stachys^ whom St. Faul calls his behvtd Siachys^ firfl: Bi-

fhop of the Place ; which is exprelly aflerted by Mtcephorus-

Callijim and Ntcephorus Patriarch of Conftantimle : But this

not being mentioned by the Ancients, many doubt of the

Truth of it. The Church has always rejeded the i!\ds faid

to be written by this Apoltle, as fpurious, and alfo a Go-
fpel attributed to him.

In the midll of thefc Times of Perfecution, the Apoftlc

Paul continu'd the Courfe of his IVIinirlry with indcrktiga-

ble Toil, wading through all Difficulties without Fear of
the greateft Dangers. Having been Ibme fhorc Time in

Jud.ca^ according to Bifhop tearfun^ he pafs'd from thence

into the Proconlular z?/?^, where Timothy met him at Ephe-

fus ; a City which he formerly thought he fhou'd never have

feen again. Then Journeying about 80 Miles Eaflward, he p^j7#w.

made a Viiit to the Colojfians^ whom he had never feen be-
^^*

fore; taking Lodgings with Philemon and his Wife Ap-
phia^ with his Fellow-Soldier Archippus. After a confider-

able Stay, he return'd back to Ephejhs^ and fhortly after took
a Voyage over into Macedonia. Before wYiich Voyage, he i T-^n^i,

undertook to fettle the Church of Ephefns^ and firft excom- ^*^^^ ^
municated Hymenceus and Phtletus^ for denying the Refur- 17, li.*

redion of th^e Dead, and other Articles of P^aith. After

that he order'd Timothy to have his Rclidence at this great ^ ^'«- '•

City, and to take the tharge of all the Proconfular Ajia. ^'

But whether this was the precife Time of Timothy's being

conllituted Biiliop of this Place, or whether it was when
the Apoflle took his Leave of the Ephefians^ as we hinted

in the Year 5-7, we leave to the Determination of the Learned.

Jl. Towards the latter End of the fame Year that Rome Jsp^b.

wjisbunityGejffius Florus was fcnt mto Palcftine in the Room
of Albtnus.^ being prefcr'd by the Emprefs Poppcca's Intereft.

He Was the thirteenth Governor or Procurator of "Jud.ea

after the Banilhment of Archelaus^ and the feventh at'tcr the

Death of King Herod-Agrippa. About the Time of his Ar-
rival, the Levites^ who fung Hynms in the Temple, pctiti-

on'd King Agrippa^ to allow them the Ufe of the Linnen
Robe, which folely pertain'd to the Priefts ; alledging. That
fuch a Favour wou'd perpetuate the Memory of his Reign.

Where-
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Whereupon the King by the Advice of his Council, per-

mitted them to lay alidc their former Habit, and afTume that

of the Priefts, appointing other Singers in their Room.
Which Innovation, being io contrary to the Jewijh Laws
and Ordinances, it was not to be cxpeded, as Jofephus inti-

mates, but Vengeance wou'd lliortly follow. About the

fame Time the magnificent Buildings of the Temple were all

finiih'd, 80 Years after their being begun by Herod the Great

;

and the People perceiving that by this above 18000 Work-
men wou'd want both Employment and. Bread, and fearing

the Holy Treai'ury Ihou'd become a Prey to the Romam^^L^-
ply'd themfelves to Agrippa to repair the Eaftern Porticos,

a Itupendous Pile, and the Work of King Solomon^ hanging
over a deep and narrow Valley, and fupported by a Wall
of four hundred Cubits high, confiiling all of vaft white
Marble Stones of tv/enty Cubits in Length, and fix in

Thicknefs. But the King finding it an Undertaking of ex-

traordinary Difficulty and Expencc, deny'd their Requeft,

but permitted them to employ themfelves in paving the Ci-
ty with broad white Stone. After this he took away the

High-Priefthood from Jefn>^ the Son of Gamaliel^ and gave
it to Matthias the Son of Thcophilus ; who was the i8th
High-Prieft after our Saviour's Nativity, and the laft of the

Sacerdotal Order.
A. D. Florus being eftabliili'd in his Government, in a fhort

^S- Time fliew'd himfelf fo rapacious and tyrannical, that in
Nero, Comparifon with him, his wicked PredecefTor Alb'mus might

_iL have been thought a Benefa6lor. For the other a6led all
•**• Things fecrctly, and with Signs of Shame, but F/<?r/zj open-

ly, and publickly glorying in his greatefl: Violences; in

which he behaved himfelf more like a common Executi-

oner, than a Governor, omitting no Rapines nor Oppreffi*

ons that might afflict the People. He was inflexible to all

Entreaties, and infatiable in his Profits, equally grafping at

fmall and great, and wading and pillaging whole Cities as

well as Provinces; and at length he proceeded fo far as to

proclaim through the whole Country by the Voice of a

Cryer, That it ihould be lawful for any Man to rob and
plunder, provided they brought him a Share of the Booty :

Infomuch, that great Numbers were conllrain'd to abandon
their Habitations, and flie to foreign Countries, judging

they might live better among the greateft Barhariam. Thefe
Aliiidions and Calamities were remarkable Fore-runners of
the Deftru6tion of a moll impious and obllinate Generati-

on ; but in this Year there hapned (lill more aftonifhing Pre-

fages; and fuch sis fhew'd the more immediate Hand of

Heaven.
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Heaven. In the Paflbver, which fell this Year on the eighth

of Afrl]^ about three Hours after Midnight, in the Pneji's

Court between the Temple and the Altar, there fhin'd fiicli

an extraordinary Light as equal'd the brighteft Day ; and fo
continu'd for the Space of half an Hour. At the fame Fe-
ilival, ii Cow led to befacriiic'd at the Altar, brought forth

a Lamb in the middle of the Temple; and the great Eaftern

Gate of the Temple, of mafly Brafs, which every Night-
took at leaft twenty Men to fiiut it, being alfo fecur'd with
Iron Locks and Ears let into the folid Stone, about C\x a
Clock at Night v/as feen to open of its own accord ; which
being related to the Governors, they could fcarcely fhut it

again. In the 2 lit o^ May following, before Sun itt^ there

appear'd an amaiing Sight of warlike Chariots in the Air all

over the Country, and Battalions of armed Soldiers pafTing

through the Clouds, and invelting the City. At the Fealt
of Pentecoji^ and 28th of the fame Month, the Priefts go-
ing into the Inner Temple call'd the Holy Place^ according
to Cuftom, at firfl: felt the Place to move and tremble, and
afterwards heard a Voice more than Human, crying;, L E'T
US DEPART HENCE! St. ChryJ}jftom fays, that it

was the Voice of Angels, who now left the Place, having
ftaid 'till then, in Hopes of the Jews Repentance. Be/ides
thefe, a wonderful Comet, in Form of a flaming Sword,
for a Year together was feen to hang over Jarufalem ;

threatning Vengeance to that miferable City. All thefe
and the like Prodigies were foretold by our bleiTed Saviour,
but could not open the Eyes of thefe deluded obftinate
People, who generally interpreted all to their own Advan-
tage, and fupported themfelves with the Expectation of
their MeJJiah ; whom Jofephiis, Tacitus and Suetomm mention
under the Name of a Perfon coming from the Eall, who
fhould command the Univerfe, which they all ignorantly
apply'd to the Emperor Vejfafian.

As the Miferies and Calamities of Judcea encreas'd, fo Tad:.

did thofe of the City of Rome, efpecially by the Difcovery
of a great Confpiracy form'd againll the Emperor, which
open'd a Palfage to new Mifchiefs and Cruelties : For up-
on this Occaiion Nero put great Numbers to Death of all

Ranks, Noble and Ignoble,"' Guilty and Innocent. Among
whom, befides Ptj''o the Head of the Confpiracy, dy'd Lu-
can the famous Poet, who hated Nero for his forbidding
him to publilli his Verfes, vainly comparing his own to
them. The great Seneca follow'd, who tho' he was no
ways GuiJty, yet was conunanded to die, which Command
he chearfully obey'djdcliring only to difpofe of fome Lega-

cies \
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cics ; which being, refus'd, he told his weeping Friends?

That fvdce he had been hinder''dfrom giving them what they

had merited^ he left them the Kxample of his Life^ the Me-
mory and Imitation of which would gain them immortal Ho'
no'ur among all good Men. He was obh'g'd to feck for Death
fevcral Ways, for he had lb macerated himfelf with Abfti-

iicnce, that he could not bleed, and Poifon would have no
Eti'cd upon him ; but at length entering a Bath, he was
Hilled by the Fumes, having according to his ufual Ele-

gancy, difcours'd even to the laft, of many excellent Pre-

cepts of Morality. After him foliow'd the polite and im-
pure Petrontus^ one who had been a great AlTillant to Nero
in his extravagant Pleafures, and noted for his exquilite Art
of hcightning and refining a voluptuous Life. His Death
feem'd as luxurious as his Life, in which he proceeded with
the lead imaginable Trouble and Concern, opening his

Veins, and clofnig them as he thought fit; difcourling with

his Friends, not of ferious Matters, or of a future State,

but of light and pleafant Subjedts, all the Time attending

to foft and tender Verfes, and delicate amorous Songs.

Befides thefc and innumerable others, dy'd the Emprefs
Poppcca her felf, who being with Child and indifpos'd, Nero
kiird her with a Kick with his Foot, for upbraiding him
as he return'd late from driving his Chariot in publick. So
that Nero daily became more and more infupportable to the

City and Government.
In the mean Time, the Apoftle Paul proceeded daily in

his Miniftry; and having pafsM over from 4fia into Mace-
donia^ vifited Philippi a fourth Time, according to his Pro-

mife in his Epillle to that Church. Here he Itaid a confi-

derable Space; and from hence, in all Probability, he wrote
his firll Epiftle to Timothy^ having promis'd to fee him in

a fliort Time ; but lell: he fliould be prevented, he gave him
Inilrudions how to behave himfelf in his Office at Ephefm
by Letter. ' In which he laid down the Duties and Quali-
* fications of a Bilhop, as well in Refpe61: of his Miniftry,
*• as of his private Converfation, inftruding him in the Of-
' fice of a true Chrillian Paflor. Upon which Account
Sc. Aujiin fays, ' That all Perfons feparated for the Service
*- of the Church, ought to have the two Epiftles to Timo-
' thy^ and that to 7/V//y, always before their Eyes, as con-
* ta'ining the Virtues of the miniflerial Life and Office. One
' of the Apoftles Exhortations was to Reading, by which,
' as he intimated what he himfelf did in the firil Place, fo
' he fliew'd, that the greatell fupernatural Gifts did not ex-

* cufe a Pallor from fpendin^ fome Time in reading the
' Holy
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' Holy Sci:iptures. He recommended it alfo to him to drink
' a little Wine for the Weaknefs of his Stomach, and fre

* quent Indilpofitions ; ufing human Means to preferve th-

^eajth of fo ncceflfary a Perfon, and not that Power which

God had given him to heal Difeafes without Medicines,

which was intended principally for the ConvcrHition of In-

fidels. The Apoftle having a Dehgn to remove out of

Macedonia.^ and winter in Nicopohs in Eprus^ wrote a Let-

ter to Titus then in Cr^^^ to meet him therCj fending Animas

and Tychicm to fupply his Place in governing that Church

in his Abfence ; for Paul had fome fpecial Service for him
to do m Macedonia^ and the next Year fent him into Dal- * ^'^- +•

matia. ^ In this Epiftle to 7"/>«j, as he had done in that to
^°*

' Timothy^ he fet down the Qualifications that a Billiop

' ought to have, admonilhing him to rebuke thofe Iharply,

* who were naturally hard and obllinate, as the t^retians

' were ; and not to fufFer them to be led away with the

* Delufions of Judaizing Teachers. He alfo laid down
' Precepts for all Conditions of Men, not negle£ling
* Servants, becaufe Jefus Chrifi had poured out his Grace
* upon all Men. He order'd him to take Care of Zenas
' and ApoUes^ to condudl: them fafe in their Journey, and
' let them want nothing. ApoUos has been fpoken of for-

merly ; Zenai was a Jew well skillM in their Law, and a

Chrijhan Teacher : He is faid to have written an Hillory of
Titus^ but *tis a forg'd Piece,

The Apoftle having wintered at NicopoUs in Epirnsy con- A. D,
tinu'd his Journey South-Eaftward, and went a third Time 66.

to Corifithy where he appointed Erajius to continue ; and Nero,
crofs'd the Sea to Ajia and Epfj^Jitfy as he promised Tumthy j^
in his Epiftle. He left Timothy at Ephefus^ who fhed many n-

Tears at his Parting; and from thence he went to Miletuni^ -i-Tm, 4

not far diftant, where he left Trophtmus lick. After that he

traveird Northwards to Troas^ and lodgM with Carpus one
of his Scholars, where he left his Cloak, fome Books and c-./c.

Parchment Rolls, perhaps the Holy Scriptures. About this

Time, in all Probability, he fuftefd at Antioch in Pifidta^

Icontum and Lyftra^ thofe Petfccutioris which he mentions

in general in the fecond Epiftle to Timothy^ Chap. 3. 11.

and thanks God for his Deliverance from them. The Fa-
thers relate. That about this Time God reveal'd to him that

his Death was approaching ; and Athanafins fays. That \i

was particularly made known to him by God that he fhould

fuffer Martyrdom at Kome^ and that thereupon iniiead of
avoiding itj he hallned with Joy towards the Place : But hc

A d arriv'd

4.2
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arfivM not at Rome 'till the Beginning of the followingYear.

A confkierable Time before that Journey, about April 66^
Vologejus King of Parthta being vanquiOiM, and his Brothei;;^

'Ttrtdates King of Armenia being brought to Rorne^ Nero
fliut up the '1 emple of Janus in Tok«n of an univerfal

Peace, which had flood open from the fecond Year after

our Saviour's Nativity. And having with great Pomp re-

ftorcd Ttridates^ Nero left Rome with a vad Retinue, and
pafs'd into Greece and Achaia^ where he continu'd above a

Year in the Exercife of all Kinds of Games and Extrava-

gancies. He left Helius Governor of the City, a Freed Man,
and one of his wicked Inftruments, and bloody Executio-

ners, to whom he gave full Power and Authority, to the

great Afflidion of the Inhabitants.

m^ The univerfal Peace continu'd but a very fhort

Tiix5e, before a mod dei'perate War broke out in PdleJUne^

which prov'd the Ruin and Deflrudion of the Jews: For
now being ripened for Vengeance, and having filFd up the

Meafure of their Iniquity, the fatal Time approach'd, when
they were to pay for the Blood of all the Prophets and
holy Men, cfl^ecially for that of the bleffed Jefus^ which
they had folcmnly impecrated upon themfclves, and their

whole Progeny. Beiides their own perverfc and feditious

Tempers, the Tyranny and Oppreffion of Florin was the

main OcciJion of their Rebellion, and their taking up Arms
againft the Romans. For he having mofl: unjullly and inhu-

manly treated the Jezvs^ and committed feveral Outrages

and Slaughters both in Ca-farea^ndjerufalem^ they at length,

without confidering the Confequences, notwithllanding all

the powerful Dillualions of/(fr/^/?^, broke out into an open
War. And this began in the Month of Ma\\ in the 12th

Year of AT'^rc's Empire, tho' 17th of y^^n^/^a's Reign, and
the 2d of Florus^s Government.
The War began by fome of the inferior Sort, who fur-

pri7.M a ftrong Caftle call'd MaJJ'ada^ near the Dead Sea,

ana put all the Ror/ian Garrifon to the Sword. At Jerufa-
lem aHo ±.hazar the Son of the former High-Priefl: AnanieM^

Commander of the Guards of the Temple, a bold and in-

trepid Youth, dilfuadcd the Priefts from offering any Sacri-

fices but thofe of the Jeivs., efpccially excluding fuch as

were ofier'd for the Emperor or the Romans. V/hich raOi

and unprecedented Aft caus'd great Affliftion to the Go-
vernors of the City, who being more peaceable and pru-

dent, us'd all Methods to prevent fuch Pra6i;ices, well

knowing
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knowing it was an Indication of an open Rebellion ; but

perceiving the Numbers of the Seditious to encreafe, they

difpatch'd Meflengers both to Flor::s and Agrhpa^ defiring

that they wouM fend Forces to fupprefs the Tumult in the

Beginning. The former defiring nothing fo much as a Re-
volt to cover his numerous Corruptions, negleded the Mef-
fage; but the latter immediately fent 3000 Horfe, who to-

gether with the Rulers and Pricfts, and the reil of thofc

who defir'd Peace, pofTefs'd themfelves of the Upper City

againfl the Seditious, who were intire Maflers of the Tem-
ple and the Lower City. Continual Skirmiilies pafs'd be-

tween both Parties for fevcn Days together ; but upon the

Feafl of their Carrying Wood into the Temple, many Rob-
bers and AflafTmates out of the Country were rcceiv'd into

the Temple, who with the reft boldly encounter'd /jgrippas

Forces, and forcing them from the upper Part of the City,

drove them into lieroa's Palace, and burnt down thole

Buildings where the publick Papers and Records were kept,

together with the Palace of the Afmoynsans^ which was then

Agrippa\ Court, and the Palace of Anamm. This caus'd

the Nobility and Priefts to fly into Vaults and fecret Places,

from whence Ananias was taken and (lain mifcrably, ac-

cording to St. Panl\ Predidtions eight Years before, Adi
23. 3. The next Day being the 15-10 of Anguft^ they took
the Caftle of Antonta^ after two Days Siege, kill'd all the

Roman Soldiers, and fet the Caftle on Fire. And then be-

ing joinM by Manahem Son to the famous 3^^^^/ o^ Galilee^

who brought a ftrong Party of P.ebels into the City, they

fet upon the King's Palace, where Agnppa's Soldiers were
retir'd, took it and burnt it; the Soldiers with the Romans
flying to the Towers call'd lUppico^ Phaf^lus and Mari-
amne. Manahem for fiis Tyrannical Practices was foon af-

ter flain in the Temple by EUazar^ and many of his Party

expeird the City. Shortly after, Agrippa's Soldiers and the

Romans in the three Towers yielded upon Compofition, de-

livering up all their Arms ; but the Seditious, contrary to

Oaths and Treaties, put all the Romans to the Sword, except

MeteUtis.

At the fame Day at Cafarea^ by the Inftigation o£ Fhr»s^

all the Jews that inhabited that City were cruelly maflacred

by the Gentiles^ to the Number of 2COCO ; which fo en-

rag'd the Jevjs throughout the whole Country, that they

began to wafte and deftroy all the Villages of the Syrians

and- the neighbouring Cities, as Philadelphia^ Gerafa^ ^PtoJe-

maK^ Pella^ Seythopolir^ Gadara^ Hippo^ GaularAtis^ Sebafte^

Afcalrn^ Anthidon^ and Gaz^a. Upon thefe Outrages, the

A a i Syrians
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Syrians made terrible MafTacres of the J^ws among them,

\Vhich they dcilroy'd partly out of old Refentments, and

partly for Security ; by which Means all Syria was in a

deplorable Condition, and every City etpos'd to the Mife-

rics of two Armies which plac'd their Safety in the greatcft

Effiilion of Blood ; the Days being fpent m Slaughters, and
the Nights in Fears worfe than Death it felf. Only the

Inhabitants of Antiochy Apamea and Sidon^ out of Policy or

Mercy fpared the Jews dwelling among them ; but in Alex-

andria in Mgypt^ upon a Sedition rais'd there, 5'OOOo Jews
were (lain in one Day, by two Roman LegionS let in upon
them. About the fame Time, the Jews in Judcea in-

verted the ftrong Caftle pf Mach.trus m Penca ; ind the

Roman Garrifon finding themfelves weak and ill provided,

in a fhort Time yielded it up, upon Condition of departing

without Molertation.

The general Revolt of the Jews caus'd Cejlim GdUns^ Go^
rernor of Syria^ to ufe all poffible Diligence and Expediti-

on, and coming down with a powerful Army from Anti-

och and PtolemaiSy he invaded Judiva and Galilee^ burning

both Zabulon and Joppa^ in the latter of which he killM

8400 Jews. About the Feaft of Tabernacles, having burnt

.
^ Lydda^ he march'd d'ire61:ly to Jerttfalem it felf; and near

'Bethoron.^ about fix Miles from the City, he was met bjr

great Numbers of Jews who came to the Fcaft, who fet

upon the Romans wi^h that impetuous Fury, that the whole
Army was in Danger; but frefh IVoops coming in to Ceftt-

lis., he not only repell'd the Jews.^ and forced them into 7^-

ntfalerH^ but on the fourth of Odol?er alfo btoke into the

City with his Forces. In a fhort Time he became Mafter

of the lower Part of the City, as alfo Bezetha and dvnopo-

lis; and proceeded againft the ftronger Parts, the Temple
and the Upper City, which he might eafily have taken, had

he vigoroufly continued his Attacks, the better Sort favour-

ing the Romans^ and the Seditious only withftanding them.

£},fth. And now the Chrijlia'/is and Believers began to be fenfible

of that Caution which our Lord had given them, Thatwheji
they jhould J'ee Jerufalem compafs'd with Armies

.^
and the

Abomination of Defolation ( the Roman Army ) Jldftding in

the Holy Place.^ they jljoiCd then flee into the Mountains., be-

take themfelves to Tome obfcure Place of Refuge; And ha-

ving been lately commanded by' a particular Revelatioii,com-

muTiicated to ibme pious and good Men among them, to
leave Jerufalem and flie to Pella., which Epiphanius fays

was done by the Miniftry of an Angel, they univerfliily

with4rew themfelves with their Bilhop Simco?/y and feafon-

ably''
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ably retreated thither, as to a little Zoar fr-om-the Flames of
Sodom^ and fo none of them perifh'd in the common Ruin..

This Pella was a little City beyond Jordan in DecapoHs and
y'rachonitis^ about loo Miles North-Eaft oi Jerufalem^ be-

longing to Agrippa's Dominions, inhabited by Gentiles ; an4

probably God was pleas'd to diredi: the Chrijiians hither,

that they might be out of the Reach of the Befom of De-

firudirn^ that was to fweep away the Jews wherc-cvcr it

canie. Nor was it a lefs remarkable Inflance of the Care

and Tenderiiefs of the divine Providence over them, that

when Ceftius had belieg'd Jerufahm and the Ternple, on a

fudden he fhquM unexpededly break up the Siege, vyhen he

had fo great a Profpe£i: of fucceeding
;
giving the Chnfttans

warning of their Danger, and an Opportunity of efcaping,

;ind at the fame time referviiig the ^tf^j to more terrible

Chaflifemcnt.

Ceftius having retreated from jerufahm without any ap-

parent Reafon, the Jews took trelli Courage and purfu'd

him in the V/ay towards dvfarea^ with ^o much Succefs

that the Romans not only Igft abgve 6000 Men, but the greatelt

Part of their Baggage and Ammunitioii, their Engines and

blings, and other Arms which the Jews us'd in their own
Pefence in the lafl: ^iege. At length the Romans with great

Difficulty efcap'd to Antipatris^ and fo to C.cfarea^ making

^ very dilhonourable and difadvantagious Retreat, upon the

ipighth of November, Tne Jews^ elevated with their ViiSto-

^y, upon their Return, to yerufalemy created Jofiph Gorton

^id Ananus^ once High-Prieft, Governors of the City, and
fent many Commanders into eyery Province and Go\crn-.
jne4t; and amorig the rell they fent Jofepb.a a Pricft,

and the famous Writer of the JezviJJj Wars and Antiquities,

mto Galilee ; where after he had wall'd and fortify'd many
Towns, and gathered together above 60000 Men, he waited

for the coming down of the Romans. Yet notwithflanding

^11 his Care and Diligence, there were many Commotions
and frequent Seditions rais'd againft him, by the fubtlc De-
^^gns of John the Son of a certain Levitc^ and by the Ma-
lice of fome of the Rulers \\\ Jertifalem who envy'd hin^

the Government of Galilee. But Jofephus fruftratcd all

their Endeavours, Arts and Councils, and avoided them by

his extraordinary Policy and Management, compelling John
to flie with his Forces to Jerujalem^ ont o£ Gifcala a Town
of Galilee which he had fortify'd. At Jerujalem^ Anamis
the chief Governor of the City diligently prepar'd all Things
neceff^ry for a War, repaired the Walls, and ord':r'd the

making of all Kinds of Arms, and warlike Inftrurnents.
' A a 3 He
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He in vain endeavourM to reconcile the Fa^lion of the

Zealots^ and alio to apprehend Simon Giora, who was both

a Tyrant and a Robber, by fending fome Troops againft

him ; but he and his Party fled to others of the fame Em-
ploy that kept MaJJada^ from whence they with their Rob-
beries and Murthers mifcrably infeiled all the Country of
Judcea and Idumcea. In the mean Time, Ceftins fent Mef-
fengers to Nero in Achaia^ g^^^^S hi^^ ^^ Account of the

ill Pofture of Affairs in Judcea^ much blaming the Gondud
oi Florus. The Emperor now wanted his General Corbulo^

whom he had lately put to Death, and deliberating whom
to fend thither, he at length deiign'd the famous Vef^afian^

as the only Perfon capable of fuch a Charge ; and not fear-

ing him by Reafon of the Meannefs of his Birth and Name,
tho* he had much difoblig'd him, he made him Governor
of Judcea in the Room of Floras^ and at the fame Time
fent Miitianiii into Syria in the Room of Ceftlus Gallus. Fef-

pafian was the fourteenth Governor of Judcea after the Ba-

niflinient of Archelans^ and the eighth after the Death of
Herod-Agrippa^ entering upon that Office in the latter End
of the Year 66, and the Beginning of the 13th of the Em-
peror Nero.

A. D. Vefpafian with all Expedition pafs'd over into Afia^ and

67. fo to Syria and Antioch ; where he gathered together all the

Nero, Roman Forces and Auxiliaries in thofe Parts ; and coming
13 down to Ptolemais in 'Phoenicia^ he immediately recovered

14- Sephoris that favour'd the Romans, Here he was join'd by
his excellent Son 'Titus from Alexandria^ who brought from
thence the fifth and tenth Legion, with other Auxiliaries

;

which together with his own Troops compos'd an Army
of 60000 Men, beiides their Baggage and Attendants. With
this powerful Force Vefpaftan march'd to the Borders of
the Province of Galilee^ and there encamp'd, deligning by
the Sight of his Army to terririe the Enemy, and give them
Time to repent and yield ; but finding all poflible Refi-

nance, he fet down before Gadara^ in a fhort Time ftorm'd

the Fortifications, burnt down the Town, and put all the

Jews to the Sword. Then advancing to Jot&pata^ a Place

of great Strength, he invefled it on the 21ft ot May, where
he was valiantly oppos'd by the renowned Jofcphus, who
with his Skill and Courage, defended it beyond all Expe-
ctation : But after forty Days clofe Siege, Vejpafian took
the Place by Storm, to the Deflru6lion of 40000 Jews.
Jofeph'ds himfelf flying into a Cave or Vault, was at length

taken Prifoner, and ordcr'd to be fent to the Emperor ;

but defiring to fpeak'a word with Veffafian, by a Prophe-
tic!:
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tick Spirit he foretold, That he pou'd free him from his Cap-

tivity^ but frou'd firjl be Emperor himfelf. After fome Re-
frefhment of the Legions, and Agrippa\ Entertainments of

this great Commander at Cafarea Philippic Vefpafian pro-

ceeded to the Sieges of Tiberias and Tdncbcca^ on the Sea

of Galilee^ of which the former yielded, and was fpared at

the Requcfl: of Agrippa ; but the latter was taken by Force
and deflroy'd, where great Numbers were cut in Pieces,

belides 30000 which were fold for Slaves. Thefe Cities

being recover'd or deilroy'd, almoll all Galilee became fub-

je6i: to the Romans^ except Gamala^ Gifcala^ and the?vloun-

tain ItiiburiHm or Tabor. But Vefpafiaa proceeding with ex-

traordinary Valour and Conduct, took and dcliroy'd Ga-
mala after a Month's Siege, on the 23d of October ; and
fhortly after the Mountain Ittiburium was alio taken by the

Romans ; both with terrible Slaughters of the Jevjs. Gifca-

la was left to the Management of 7/>//j, who ofler'd fair

Terms to the Governor John., who feem'd ready to em-
brace them, till he found an Opportunity to flie with his

feditious Party to Jerufalem. Titus fparM the City, when
he took it ; put a Garrifon into it, and repair'd to C\vfarea

;

where he was met by his Father f^efpafia?/., who having

won Jammz and Azotus., ended the Campaign in Decem-
ber., with the total Redu6lion of all that ftrong and popu-
lous Province Galilee.

XV . During thefe bufie Tranfi6l:ions, the Apoflle Paul
being afTur'd oi- his approaching Martyrdom, return'd a fe-

cond Time to Rome-, where meeting and joining with i-V-

ter., they both us'd their utmoll Endeavoyrs to inilrucl the

Jews in their Synagogues, and to convert the Genttlcs in

all publick Places and AlTemblies. They continually la-

boured to inftill into the Minds of: all Men the true and
pure Knowledge of God, the Rules of Virtue and C/j'n/^/-

an Morality, and to win Pcrfons from their excefllve Dan-
cings, Drunkennefs, and other feniual i^leafures, tliat were
the Companions of Incontinence, to which all thcJiomar/s.,

both Prince and People, were extreamly addi6tcd. Befides

thefe Reformations, Ladantius afllires us, that both thefe

Apoftlcs at Rome foretold, ' That in a Ihort Time God
' wou'd fend a Prince who fliouM entirely conquer the
' Jews^ and level their great City with the Ground ; That
'the befiged fliou'd fufler the extreamell Miferics that at-

' tend Famines and W^ant, and at length fall iiito their E-
' nemies Hands, when they iliou'd lee their Wives inhu-
* m;mly treated, their Daughters violated and proitituted,

' A a 4 ' their
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he was rcferv'd by Calignla only for a laughing Stock ; and
cither upon the Account of his bodily Diftcmpers, or the

grofs Stupidity of his Nature, or the unadive Cowardice of
his Temper, was 'till this Time, altho' now in the foth
Year of his Age, judg'd incapable of any publick Office in

the State. And his. Government prov'd accordingly; for

tho' he did fome Things in the Beginning like a good and
wife Prince, as difannulling all Caligula'^ cruel Edids, and
forbidding all to facritice to him; yet he fo much gave
bimfelf up to a gluttonous, infcnlible, paffive Life, that his

Favorites impos'd upon him as they thought fit, and became
intolerable OpprefTors and Tyrants, inflidting innumerable
Deaths and other Cruelties, felling Governments and Dig-
nities, illuing out Pardons and Penalties without his Know-
ledge, He was fo cowardly fearful, that when a Rebel, call'd

CamiUns^ commanded him by Letter to refign his Empire,
he was ready to have done it ; fo fhort fighted, that his Em-
prefs Meffalma marry'd her felf to another Man almoll in

his Prefencc; fo ftupid, that when News was brought him
of her Execution, he fhew'd not the leaft Token of Joy,.

Sorrow, or human AfFe6lion ; and fo forgetful, that he fre-

quently ask'd and fent for fuch as he had executed the Day
before. In fhort, as "Tacitus fays of him, he had neither

Thought, Judgment, Will, nor Pallion, but what was put
into him by other Men.

jofeph. As the lad Emperor caus'd the Rife and Advancement of
'tnoTi. Herod-Agrippa^ fo this compleated his Honour and Sove-

reignty ; and not only confirmed to him his former Domi-
nions o'tTrachonitis^ Galilee^ and Peraa with Ab'ile?fe^ but

alfo added Samaria^ Judcea with Idumcea^ all that ha:d been
fubjed to his Grand-Father Herod the Great; fo that the

w^hole Country of Paleftine again came into the Hands of
one Prince. Claudius added to his Bounty many Commen-
dations of Agrippa^ and caus'd the Alliance that was pafs'd

between them to be engraven in Brafs : He moreover be-

llow'd Confular Honours upon him, and gave Pretorian

Dignity to a Brother of his nam'd Herod^ to whom he alfo

belTow'd the Kingdom of Chalets at the Foot of Mount
Libanus. Bcfides thcfc A6ls of Grace he publifli'd two E-
di6ls, one in Favour of the Jews of Alexandria^ wherein
he commanded tkcy fiou^d be no longer molefted^ but enjoy aH
the Priznhges of i'he City ; and the other in Favour of the

yews throughout the whole Empire, wherein they were al-

lowed to live according to their own Li wSy aid the Rites of'

their Anceflors^ provided they did not cbufe their Liberty in I

dijhirhir.g the Religions of other Nations. But in this fame-

1

Year, i
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Year, Dfo» aflures us, that when they grew fo numerous
in Rome, that the City became unea(ie, he forbad all their

publick AfTemblies, and put down their Colleges, and alfo

their Taverns where they ufually met.

Claudius fhortly after his Edidh fcnt /fgrippa to his King- jjfpi,.

dom, commanding all his Prelidcnts and Lieutenants in the

Provinces through which he was to pais, to give him a

friendly and honourable Attendance. But he having happi-

ly difpatch'd his Affairs, return'd with all Expedition to fe-
rufaiem, where he immediately offer'd his Sacrifice ofThankf-
giving, omitting nothing prefcrib'd by the Law. He caufed

divers Nazarhes to be Ihaved, and hung up in the Temple
that ponderous Chain of Gold vvhich Caltgula had given

him, as an illuftrious Monument of the Inftabiiity of human
Affairs, and of the Power of God, who can raife Men in

a Moment from the mcaneft Obfcurity, to the moil exalted

Grandeur. He was a zealous Obferver of the Jewipluiw^
carefully avoided all legal Impurities, and fcldom pafs'd a

Day without facrificing ; for which Reafon he had his prin-

cipal Relidence at Jerujalem, engaging the Good Will of
the Inhabitants by remitting a Tribute, which they conftant-

ly paid out of every Houfe. He much affe6led the Splen-

dor and Magnificence of his Grand -Father, but not his ex-

tream Severity and Cruelty : Tho' Dion attributes many of
Caligula's bloody Edi6ls to his Councils, and Jnjephns can-

not wholly excufe his Vanity and Prodigality. In the firil

Year of his Reign, he made two Changes in the High-
Priefthood : He firft removed Theophilus the Son of Annas^

who had held that Dignity four Years, and beftowM it on
Simon Cantharus, the Son of Simon or Boei-hus, Father-in-

Law to Herod the Great. And not long after, he depos'd

Sim§n, and offer'd the Priefthood to Jonathan Brother to

"Jtheophilus, who had once before held it in the Year 35*,

fucceeding Caiaphas ; but he modeflly declin'd the Honour,
begging it might be beftow'd upon his Brother Matt/jiasj

which was granted. About the fame Time certain raOi

young Men, the Inhabitants of Dor, a City on the Borders

of Phoenicia, raisM a Diflurbance by placing the Emperor's
Image in the Jcwifij Synagogue; which highly offended A-
grtppa, who judg'd it as an A6t tending to the Ruin of the

Jewijh Religion. For which Caufe, with all Expedition

he repair'd to Petronius Governor of Syria, complaining of
their infolent Behaviour to him, who was their Governon
Petronius was no lefs difpleas'd than he, and therefore wrote
iQjarp Letters to the Magiftratcs of Dor, commanding them

S q w
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About the fame Time Paul wrote his fourteenth andlafl

Epiille, which was his fecond to Timothy^ who was at that

Time in fome Part of Afia^ but not at Ephefus. It is evi-

dent from his own Words, that it was written near his

Death, which he intimates to be an involuntary Death, or
Martyrdom ; for which Reafon St. Chryfoftom fays, That
this EpiiHe was, as it were, his laft Will and Teftament.
' In it foe not only delir'd Timothy to come to him before
*• Winter, but he again exhorted him to difcharge all the
' Duties of a Bifhop and Pallor fuitable to thofe excellent
* Graces he had receiv'd, and with a generous Contempt
' of the World, fince the Spirit of Chnjiianity was not a
* Spirit of Fear, but of Love and Courage, and of a found
' Mind: Adding, that whofoever wou'd live godly Lives
' in Chrifl Jefus^ muft fuffer Perfecution, according to his

' Example. He advis'd him not to forget the Do(ftrines
' he had taught him, nor to be difturb'd or furpriz'd at the
* Apoftacy of fome from the Faith and the Truth, but to
' preach the more zealoullyagainftfuchOppofers as cou'd not
* bear found Dodfrine, but heapM to themfelves Teachers
' agreeable to their own unliable itching Humour. TheRea-
' fon why he delirM 'Txmothy^s Coming was becaufe he
' had none of his old Companions and Difciples with him,
' but Luke ; Demas had forfaken him, and was gone to
^ ThcffalomcafoT his fecular Intereft; Crefcens was gone to
' Galdtia^ Titus to Dalmatia^ and Tychicus he had fent to
*, Ephefus. There were doubtlefs many Chrifitans at Rome
' of eminent Piety and Courage, among whom he nam'd
' Euhnliis^ Piide/is and Linns^ who miniiler'd to him in his

* Bonds ; but he particularly deiir'd to have fome of his
* Scholars about him to affift him in.;hi£ Miniflry, and to com-
^ fort the faithful under Perfecution. What is fpoken of
"Jannes and Jambres^ the Egyptian Magicians who wiuhllood

Mofes^ is not taken from a Book which fome pretend to

have been written by thefc two Perfons, but from fome
ancient Tradition, or Writings among the Jews.

In the Beginning of the fucceeding Year, Nero by Rea-
fon of Diilurbanccs at Home, at the Requeit of Hcltus., left

Greecj^ tho' in the Midil of Winter ; but before his Arri-

val at Rome., the Time was accomplilh'd that the two great

Apoflbs Peter and Paul lliou'd' gloritie God by their Mar-
tyrdoms ; and the former as a y^zf and a Foreigner was
condcmii'd to be crucify'd, and the latter as a Roman to be
beheaoLd. Peter being fcourg'd according to the Roman C\i-

flom, was led to the Top of the Vatican Mount near Ty-
her ; where he entreated and obtained the Fa^'our of the

Officers^
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Officers, that he might not be crucify'd in the ordinary

Way, but might fuffer with his Head downwards, declar-

ing, That he was far mtworthy to fuffer in the fame Pojiiire^

wherein his Lord and Maflcr had fuffer''d before him : Hap-

py Man ! as St. Chryfoflom gloffes, to be fet in the readiell

Pofture of travelling from Earth to Heaven. The other Apo-
ftlewas beheaded three Miles out of the City in a Place calFd

Aqua Salvicv^ on the fame Day, and 2 id of February^ ac-

cording to Bifhop Pearfon*s Calculation; in the Abfenceof
Nero., as appears from Clemens's Epiltle, which fays that he

futFer'd ' by the Command of the Governors, who durO:
' not in his Prefence have executed fuch Authority.

Thus dy'd the two moll eminent Apollles of Jefus Chrift.^

after they had with indefatigable Labours reap'd a moft glo-

rious Harvell of infinite Numbers of Souls, and triumphant-

ly propagated Salvation to the mod conliderable Parts of
the World. A Biflioprick was founded in Rome by St.

Peter., who was now fucceeded by Linus., the fame men-
tioned 2 T^im. 4. 21. But many of the Ancients mention
both thefe Apollles as equally concern'd in the Founding
the Bilhoprick, and do exprelly aflert Linns to have been

the firfl Bifhop of Rome. Wc are told, that St. Peter's Wife
fuffer'd Martyrdom before his Death by his Encourage-
ment, and that he left behind him a Daughter nam'd
Petronilla ; but we have no Certainty of it. Several Writ-
ings have been falfly attributed to him, as his A6l:s, Golpel,

Revelation, Preaching, and of the Judgment, as alfo of the

Dodrine of St. Peter., and a Liturgy. As the like has been

done to St. Paul., namely, an Epiltle to the Laodtceans., a

third Epiflle to the 'thcffalonians and to the Corinthians^ a

fecond to the Ephefians., his Letters to Seneca., his Aibs,

his Revelation, his Voyage with T^hecla., and his Sermons.
Shortly after the Death of thefe two Apollles, Nerohiw- Dhn,

ing return'd to Rome in a Kind of a Triumph, furrounded ^'•'^•

with Muficians and Players, the inbred Diltcmpers of the

Roman Empire, contracted by the Mifgovernmcnt of four

fuccecding Princes, began to break out and di (cover theiri-

felvcs in their furious Effe6ls. The Romans had with De-
cency born with the Diffimulation oi'Tiberui^:., the Brutuli-

ty of Cal'-gula., and the Stupidity of Claudim., but the Fury
of Nero having exhauiled all human Patience, all Men prelVd

to a Revolution ; and f^index C'ommandcr of the Legions
in Ga:J^ began the Revolt, publickly protelting againtl tiie

Government of Merc, and proclaiming Sergius Galba Em-
peror, then Governor of Part of Spain. Galba joining in

the Enterprize, and taking the Empire upon him, it lliortly

after
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after caus'd the Revolt not only of the Armies in Spatn^

but alfo of the Legions in Germany^ and other Places, all

unanimoufly declaring againft the prefent Emperor. Thefe
'proceedings drove Nero to the utmofl: Rage and Defpair,

and caus'd him to enter upon the moft black and barbarous
Pcligns imaginable, rcfolving to mafTacre all the Gover-
nors of Provinces, and Commanders of Armies, to deftroy

all exird Perfons, to murther all the Gauls in Kome^ and
^ive up their Nation to the Plunder of his Army, to poi-

Ion the whole Senate at an Entertainment, to burn the Ci-
ty, and to turn out Wild-Beafts among the People to pre-

vent their extinguifliing the Flames. But he foon found
himfelf unable to efFed any fuch Attempts ; for all Man-
liind fell from him and forfook him, which made him be-

come as fervile, as before he had been tyrannical ; and he
who a few Days before had been the great Monarch of the

World, was now reduced to a State more abandon'd and
deplorable than the vileft Slave. And what was ftill more
terrible, the Senate being aflembled, pronounced him a mor-
tal Enemy to the State, and folemnly condemn'd him to

dye More Majorum^ which was to have his Head made faft

in a Pillory, and to be fcourg'4 to Death. Nero having
with the utmoft Confufion and Diilraction retirM in Di£-
guife to a Country Houfe belonging to his FreedMan P^^r
oK^ there heard of his Eioom and the dreadful Punifhment
defign'd him ; which caus'd him to fnatch up a couple of
Daggers, and after a thoufand inglorious Sighs and Tears,

and often complaining, I^^hat: an Artiji the World wou^d
hfe^ by the Affiftance of others he difpatch'd himfelf, his

Eyes (taring in his Head after an unheard of Manner. Thus
dy'd Nero the fixth Emperor of Rome^ and the firftthat em-
bru'd his Hands in the Blood of the Chnftians^ who by
his execrable Anions brought upon himfelf the feve-

red Misfortunes that cou'd befal a Prince, and upon
the State the greateft Calamities that cou'd arife from unjuft

Tyranny in his Life, and from inteftine Convulfions after

his Death. He was the lafl of the Family of the Cafars,

who reign'd in Rome, tho' the following Emperors had the

Titles of C.vfar. He dy'd in the Year 68, on the 9th Day
ofjufie, under the Confulfhips of S. Italicus and G. Tra-
chains, being in the 32dYear of his Age, and having reign'd

A'o • 13 Years, feven Months, and 27 Days/

Gal- \ , Nero was fucceeded by Galba, who had afTumM th/e

^ ^» Imperial Power in Spain two Months and feven Days be-

Ro4Tir^ fore, a noted and experienc'd Perfon now 72 Yeais of

Emperor. Ag<^ \
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Age ; being the firfl: who receiv'd the Empire from the

Hands of the Soldiers, the Senate confenting, having him-
felf no Affinity or Alliance with the Family of the C.efars^

cither by Blood or Adoption. Upon hearing of Neroh Death,

after he had conquer'd and fupprefs'd many Difficulties and
Difturbances, he repairM to Rome^ where he foon became
diftaftful to the People by his many Inflances of Severity

and Avarice. However he at firft gave no little Satisfadi-

on by refcinding the odious KSi% of Nero^ and by execut-

ing many of the wicked Inftruments of his Cruelty, and
Hel'tus in particular ; tho' he fpar'd fome of the mofl noto-

rious Otfenders for the Sake of Mony. He was fo remark-
ably covetous, as fometimes to figh and weep when his

Table was better furnifh'd than ordinary ; a Vice incident

to his Age, but more dangerous to his Circumftances, el-

pecially in Refped to the Loofnefs of the Pratorian Sol-

diers. For when a large Donative had been promisMthem
in his Abfence, as it was ufual when they fwore to a new
Emperor, he utterly refus'd to allow it, declaring. That he

choft^ hitt fiever woii'd -purchafe his Soldters ; a Saying high-

ly often five to the Soldiers of thefe corrupt Times, w^ho

cou'd bear no rigorous Difcipline like the ancient Ro-mans^

efpecially from a Prince who fuffcr'd himfelf to be bought
and fold every Hour. But what made this Prince mod ge*

nerally hated and abhor'd, was his giving up himfelf to the

Management of three Favourites, Vinim^ Laco^ and lcelus\

who having their Lodgings with him in his Palace, and be-

ing always in his Prefencc, were commonly flil'd his P.^-

dagogues. Thefe three, whofe Vices and Humors were as

-different as polTible, abus'd his Authority with fo muchln-^
folence, that they made him appear by the Inequality of his

Condud, both odious and defpicable ; fo that fometimes he
fhcw'd himfelf rigorous, at other Times remifs, condemn-
ing illuflrious Perfons unheard, and pardoning others with-

out Reafon, as he was guided by thefe Men. In ITiort,

there was nothing but, by their Mediation, he permitted ei-

ther to be purchased for Mony, or granted for Favour ; as

Taxes, Exemptions, Punifhments for Innocents, Impunity
for Criminals, and other Pieces of the highefl Injuftice. So
that confidering the Hatred of the Soldiers, and the great

Inftability of the Times, it was not to be expe6i:ed that this

Emperor fhou'd continue long upon the Throne.
In the latter End of this Year, or the Beginning of the

following, St. Clement^ an eminent Difciplfeof St. Pe/cr's,

and afterwards Bifhop of Rome, wrote his celebrated Epi-
ftle to the CoriHthia}2s. This Perfon, by fome call'd an
Apoftle and others an Apollolical Man, is mentiou'd by

St,
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St. Faul^ Phil. 4. 3. who meutions him not only as his Fel-
low Labourer in the Work of the Gofpel, but as one whofe
Name was written in the Book of Life; and his Epiftle, next
to the Holy Scriptures, is accounted one of the mofi: e-

minent Records of Antiquity, and accordingly was forfome
Ages read in the Chriftian Congregations. It was written

in the Name of the whole Church of Kome to that of Co-
rinth^ upon Occafion of fome Divilions concerning their

Teachers, their vain Conceit of their fpiritual Gifts, and
their Miitakes about the Refurredion, all which began to

break out again, tho' St. Paul by his Epiftles and Sermons
had in a great Meafure fupprefs'd them. ' In this, he firft

' put them in Mind of the Happinefs of that Peace they
' had formerly enjoyM, reprefenting to them the Danger
' of their prefent Divilions, fliewing the deplorable Confe-
* quences by many Examples, and how highly difpleafing

* they were to God ; moreover advifing them to a Re-uni-
* on and a Repentance, in pradliiing Obedience to their

' law^ful Pallors, Humility, and Charity, in Imitation of
' the Humility of Jefm Chrijl^ and the Mercy of God,
' through the Hope of a Refurre6non, which he much in-

' lifted upon. From thence he took an Occafion to recom-
' mend to the Faithful the Pra6l:icc of many Chrijlian Vir-
' tues, and the Obfervation of a regular Difcipline ; declar-

' ing. That it was very ill done to rife up againfl: the Pa-
' ftors and Biihops, who were conftituted by the Apoftles,
^^ or eleded by the Faithful after their Death. Hedifplay'd

'the Hainoufnefs of their Crime who were the firil Pro-
* moters of this Diviiion, earneftly foliciting them to re-

' turn to their Duty and Obedience towards their Mini-
* fters, and to re-unite themfelvcs to the reft of the Believ-
' ers. The whole is written with grer.t Simplicity and E-
nergy, with foft Words and hard Arguments, with the ten-

dered Concern for the Church of Chnft^ and with a hap-

py Mixture of Zeal and Charity. As to the Time of its

being written, there have been feveral Opinions ; but we have

plac'd it here,' bccaufe, as it is evident, is was written after

the Deaths of St. Peter and St. Paal^ fo it is very probable

it was before the Deftru6lion of Jerufalem^ fince it fpeaks

of the Temple Service as then in Being.

In the Beginning of the Year 69, the Emperor Galha^

finding the Roman Provinces in Difordcr, and his own Af-

fairs in a dangerous Pofture, refolv'd to adopt fome Per-

fon, w^ho in his Life time might proted and fupport him,

and after his Deceafe fucceed him in the Empire. Upon
declaring his Determination, his three Favourites were ve-

ry
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ry bulie in recommending Perfons to him ; and Otho^ having

ffain'd the chief Favourite Vnims^ together with the Urban

and Fr^tor'tan Cohorts, allurM himlelf of Succefs. But

Galba refolving to conlider the publick Good, and difliking

Otho'l loofe Life, as too much refembling that of his Ma-

fter Nero^ he rejc6led him, and made Choice of a young

Man call'd P^/^, one of promifing Abilities, v^ho on the

loth of January was coldly acknow^ledg'd both by the h.z-

my and Senate. But that which was jultly thought the befl

Means to fecure Gaiha's Life and Empire, immediately af-

ter prov'd the Occalion of his Confulion and utter Ruin.

For Otho finding all his Hopes blafted, immediately apply'd

himfelf to the Soldiers who were all in hislntereft; and by

his plaufible Speeches, and great Promifes, procur'd them

to proclaim him Emperor inOppofition to Galba; to which

they unanimxoufly agreed, and with their drawn Swords

carry'd him to their Camp out of the City Gates. This

News being brought to Galha^ he was both difheartned and

confounded ; for Ibme were of Opinion that he ought to

put himfelf in Arms and appear in publick, and others that

he (hou'd fecure himfelf in the Capitol, and attend the Re-

fult of the Diforder. He ilill continu'd wavering and

doubtful ; 'till at length being deluded by a falfe Report of

Otho's being llain, he rode arm'd out of his Palace with his

Guard and many Followers into the grand Forum. And at

the fame Inllant, on the other Side, there enter'd a ftrong

Body of Horfe from the Camp ; who tho' they came with

a full Refolution of difpatching the Emperor, yet upon their

near Approach, for a while ftood amaz'd, and in a dubious

Pollure, apprehending the Confequence of their fatal Com-
miffion! This brought Galba to the greateft Confulion, not

knowing whether to return to the Palace, or to retire to

the Capitol ; and being fo irrefolute, he was fuddenly aban-

don'd by the chief of his Followers, which occafion'd the

Soldiers fcnt by Otho to rufh in amongft the People, difper-

(ing and trampling them under foot; and approaching GV./Z'^,
^

he'llretch'd out his Neck, according to tlutarch., bidding

them Strike it off., if it were for the Good of the Common-

wealth and the Roman People. This was accordingly done,

upon the ifth Day of January 69, in the 73d Year of his

Age, after a fliort Reign of feven Months and feven Days

;

his Death being fucceeded by thofe of his three Favourites, ^ j)
and his adopted Son Ptfo.

^p^

On the fame Day that Galba was thus murtherM in the t^r eighth

Forum, the Senate and People of Rome all acknowledg'd R<>rr\n

Otho Ef»I"ror,
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Otho for his Succeflbr, a Pcrfon of an ancient Family, now
thirty eight Years of Age ; the tirlt Emperor who was ad-

vanced to this Honour by means of the Pratorian Soldiers,

which gave them Occafion frequently to afTume the Autho-
rity of creating Emperors afterwards ; a pernicious Prece-

dent for the Kornoin Empire, and for the Emperors theni-

lelves, as Time and Experience manifeiled. Otho^ contrary

to the Expedation of many, defer'd his Pleafures, dilfem-

bled his riotous and luxurious Life, and orderM all Things
agreeable to the Honour of the Empire; which together

with the jufl: Punilliment oiT'tgcU'tnus^ Nero\ chief Inftru-

ment of Impurity, and his genercDus Reflauration of many
Exiles, gain'd him the highell Love and Affcdion of th6

People of Kome. During thefc Atfairs in the City, the Le-
gions in the Lower Germany^ having been purchafed by the

large Gifts and fpecious Vrornifes of their Commander Vi-

teh'nis^ proceeded to create him Emperor, without attend-

ing the Will and Pleafure of the Senate, about thirteeri

Days before Galha\ Death. The fudden News of which
threw both Otho and the City into a great Confternation^

all knowing that the Contcil: could no ways be decided but

by the Sword, and by the Blood of many thoufands of Ko-

tnans^ their Preteniions being plauiible on both Sides. The
Cares and Fears of the City were much augmented by

the great Preparations of Otho^ and the Difabilities of the

Nobility and Gentry \\\ martial Affairs : The chief of the

Sena'e were grown old and impotent, wanting both the

Power and Vigour of Soldiers; the Nobility flothful, co-

ver'd with the Ruft of a long Peace, and forgetting theFa^

tigues of a Camp ; and the Equites dilFolvM in Eafe and

Luxury, and ignorant in military Service, which the more
they endeavoured to conceal, the more they betrayed their

Fears. And indeed all the World now began to be in a

Commotion and Perturbation, as well as the Province of

Judxa\ agreeably to our Saviour's Prcdiclions, that there

ihould be Wars and Rumors of Wars in all Nations, be-

fore the terrible Dcllrutlion oijerufalem.

In a (hort Time, Otho received Advice that Vitelihts^

Forces were upon their March towards Italy^ under the

Condu£t of two Commanders nam'd Falens and C.tc'mna\

whereupon he departed from Home with a fair Army, lea-

ving the Government of the City to Flavins Sah'mus^ Bro-

ther to Vefpajia??^ w\\o was Hill in Judcca with his Army,
which he had fworn both to GaWa and Otho. Upon the

nigh approach of thefe numerous Armies a fatal Civil War
began, from which the Roman State had been free for neat

ail
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an hundred Years ; and both Parties proceeded with fuch

Hafte and Precipitation, that be(ides Skirmifhes and other

Encounters, in a very few Days, three conliderabie Battels

were fought, one at Flacentia^ uiiother at Cremo,/a^ and a

third at a Place call'd Cajior ; in all which Otha and the Se-

nate had the Advantage* But the ViteUianifts joining all

their Forces, came to a general Battel near Bedriacum^ and
after a mod fnarp Difpute, entirely defeated the Othonians^

which at once decided the Conteft. For Otho^ tho' he had
fufficient Encouragement to continue the War, yet being

reduc'd to a fort of Defperation, refolv'd upon an Attempt,

contrary to his foft and effeminate Temper ; which was to

die himfelf to fpare the Blood of his Countrymen. No
Arguments or Entreaties could move or divert him from
this Refolution, which he carry'd on and effefted with the

moft imaginable Calmnefs and Eafinefs, and with fuch ten-

der Regard to his Soldiers, that many of them, according

to their Pagan Superftition, kill'd themfelves about his Fu-
neral Pile. This Emperor's Death hapned on the i ^-th Day
of April 69, after a very fhort and troublefome Reign of
only 12 Weeks and 6 Days.

Shortly after the Death of Otho, ViteUius flill in Gaul^ Vitel-^

was both by the Army and Senate acknowledg'd Emperor, lius,

being now ^6 Years of Age, and the Son of ViteRlm Go- ^'^'^^^

yernor oi Syria^ mentioned in the Years 3^ and 36. In his E^^eJlr,

journey towards Rome^ arriving at Bedriacum where the ^^''«'>

laft Battel was fought, he was extreamly delighted at the

Sight of the putrifyM Bodies, and Limbs of Men and Horfes
there fcatter'd ; and when feveral of his Train compiain'd
of the noifom Smells, he impioufly reply'd, A dead Enemy
fmells well^ but a dead Citizen better. Nor did he give
greater Satisfadion at his Arrival at Rome^ entering there

like a Conqueror, encouraging his Soldiers in all Kinds of
Infolencies and Outrages, and abandoning himfelf to the

moft extravagant Degrees ofLuxury,- Gluttony and Cruelty:
So that no Perfon in this Emperor's Court fought to raife

themfelves by Virtue and Abilities, but by profufe Banquets
and magnificent Entertainments made to him ; who conli-

dering nothing but the prefent Enjoyment of his Plcnfurcs,

in four Months w^afted above feven Millions of our Mony,
and ruin'd many Cities and Families befides. He gave him-
felf up to fuch a ftrange Careleflhefs and Stupidity, that no-
thing but his horrid Cruelties cou'd put him \\\ Mind of
his exalted State ; and fortifying himfelf with confus'd Mirth
and Sottilhnefs, againft all Dangers and Exigencies, he al-

B b molt

Sun,
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mod loft the Remembrance of Things part, and the Thoughts
of Things to come ; not the Icaft mention of War was
made before him, and the very Difcourfe of it was ftriftly

forbidden the City. And thinking by his Induftry to have

prolongM his Life, he banidiM from Rome and Italy all the

judiciai Aftrologers, cali'd Mathematicians, becaufe they

had declar'd, I'hat his Reign Jhoiid not continue a Tear. But
fhortly after the publifliing of his Edi6l for their Banifhment

and Departure before the firft Day of JanHary^ a Writing
was fet up 'n\ the Forum to this Efte6l, //^, in the Name of

the ancient Chaldscans, give warning to Vitellius the Empe-
ror to depart the IVorld before the faid Day.

Vitellhis having made himfelf odious, both to the City

and Country, the Legions in the Eafl: began to revolt, and
lliortly after unanimoufly refolv'd to make Veffafian their

Emperor. Now Vcfpajian had proceeded with great Brave-

ry and Renown againft the perfidious J^iyx, and had reduc'd

the moft confiderable Part of their Country, except Jeru-

falem^ when he heard of the Death of Nero^^ and the Suc-

ceflion of Galba\ which causM him to defer his defign'd

Enterprize againft Jemfalem^ lending his Son Titus to know
Galha% Pleafure. Titus was fo long retarded by contrary

Winds, that upon his Arrival in Greece^ he heard of Galha\

Death and Otho^s Advancement ; which News caus'd him
to return to his Father in Judaea. And during the civil

Contefts between Otho and VitelUu^^ Vef^afian continu'd

Neuter, tho' he acknowledg'd Otho for Emperor, 'till Vi-

tt'Uiiis obtained the Vidlory and Empire ; a Matter no ways
pleaiing to him, nor to the Commanders in the Eaft : So
that on the appointed Day to fwear Allegiance to the new
Emperor, in the Prefence of Vefpajian^ they perform'd the

Solemnity with great Silence and Heavinefs. And now
Veffafian renewing the War in Judcva with extraordinary

Fame and Honour, and having refolv'd upon the Siege of
Jerifalem ; the Murmurings and Difcontents increas'd a-

gainil the new Emperor, not only in Vefpafian's Army, but

likewife in thofe of Syria and Mgyp^ as alfo in the other

Legions of the Eaft ; infomuch that they all fix'd their Eyes
upon P^efpafiim.^ a Perfon of yS Years of Age, and accounted
moft worthy of the higheft Authority, and moft able to put

an End to the Miferies of his Country. This Delign was
promoted by the News they receiv'd, that the Legions of
Micjia m\A Pannoma had the fame Rcfolution ; whereupon
ievcral Meflages and Letters pafs'd between Alexander Go-
%'ernor of JEgxpt., and Mutianus Governor of Syria^ both

determining V^fpafian to be Emperor, tho' he fliou'd utter-
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ly refufe it. The Matter being brought to this IfTue, Alex-

ander made the firft Overture, and on the firfl: of July pro-

claim'd Vefp^fiar. Emperor ; and on the third Day, his own
Army in Judcca did the fame; and becaufe he abfol«itely re-

fus'd that Honour, his Soldiers compelTd him with their

drawn Swords, threatning him with immediate Death, if

he did not take the Empire upon him. Whereupon Veipa-

fian yielded, and not long after call'd a Gouncil of War,
with Mutianus^ Alexander^ and his Son T'itus ; where it

v/as determin'd, That "Titus Ihou'd continue the Wars a-

gainfl: the Jews ; That Mutianus fiiou'd enter Italy with the

greateft Part of the Legions ; and that Fefpafian lliou'd go

to Alexandria^ to make Provifion for all Parts, from thence

to join Mutianus if Occafion requir'd it. In the midll of

thefe Confultations, Veffafian forgot not his famous Prifo-

ner Jofephna^ but publickly applauded his Valour, and grate-

fully acknowlcdg'd his Predictions concerning his own Ad-
vancement; and accordingly order'd his Chains not to be

unloos'd, but to be broken in funder, by way of Amends
for his former Treatment.

In the mean time A?2tonius Prrmus^ Com^mander of the

Micfian Legions being a Friend to Vcjpafian^ and knowing
his Defigns, immediately march'd with all his Forces into

Italy^ before Mutianus cou'd arrive ; and being oppcs'd by
the Vitellianijis under dvcinna^ in one Battel he entirely

defeated them, and march'd dire6lly towards Rome. At
which Vitellius was fo extreamly ilartled and irrefolute, that

he became ridiculous and defpicable ; fometimes propoiing

Terms of Accommodation, and offering to lay down his

Authority, then reaffuming of it again, 'till it caus'd a P'^aftion

and a Civil War even in the City ; in which the Capitol

was beiicg'd, taken and laid in Afhes, and Sabinus the Gover-
nor llain. After which Anthony wou'd hearken to no Trea-

ty nor Compofition, but continu'd his March even to the

Walls of liome^ and in December vigoroufly attacked the

City on three Sides : The Vitellianifts Ihlly'd out in as ma-
ny ; but after a furious Battel of almoll a Day's Continu-
ance, they were driven into the City, and purfu'd through

the Campus Martins^ and all the Streets with a moif terrible

Slaughter, which .was continu'd with the moil: inhuman
Barbarities imaginable. Yet in the midil of thefe Devafta-

lions, the People being celebrating their Saturnalia., rather

than not enjoy the Pleafures of the Feflival, they converted

the common Calamity into Mirth and Jollity, not wanting
a Relilh '\\\ their cxtrcameft Mifeiies. So that throughout

B b 2. the
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the whole City there was both a barbarous and fliameful

Spectacle, and a fcandalous Mixture of Cruelty and Lewd-
nefs ; in one Place v/oiuiding and flaying, in another tip-

ling ancf bathing; here Streams of Blood and Heaps of
niaiigkd Bodies, and hard by, lewd Debauches and l>.ame-

lels i'rollitutcs ; in fuinni, all the abominable Licentiouf-

nefs of a mod dilfolute and riotous Peace, and all ' the de-

plorable Mifcrics of a moll dreadful and cruel Captivity.

And tbus was this mighty City, the Head and Emprefs of
the World, taken and ravag'd by her own natural Subje61:s

;

and as it was fatal to many thoulands, fo it was no lefs to

Vttell'ms himfelf, whom the Soldiers dragg'd out of his Pa-

lace, and without hcarkning to any Entreaties, bound his

Hands behind him, and threw an Halter about his Neck.
Then tearing his Cloaths, they drew him half naked into

the publick forum^\\MOw^\ the main Street call'd Via Sacra^

upbraiding him with a thoufand opprobrious Words, and
treating him with all hnaginable Indignities, tying his Hair

backwards, as was ufual to the molt execrable Malefa61:ors,

and holding the Point of a Sword under his Chin to pre-

vent his concealing his Face. At length they brought him
to the Gcmomcc^ the Place for notorious Criminals, and
with many Wounds difpatch'd him; from whence they

dragg'd him with a Flook, and with all polfible Ignominy
threw him into the Tiber. This was done upon the 20th

Day of December 69, after a fhort Reign of eight Months
and five Days; a Reign which together with that oi Galba

and Otho^ make but a little above 18 Months; which oc-

calion'd Ibme Writers not to put them into the Catalogue
of Emperors, and Plutarch to compare them to Khigs in

Tragedies, who continue fo (liort a Time upon the Stage.

A. D. VI- After the deplorable Ravages were abated, and
fome Order began to appear in the State, the Roman Sc-

V'es- nate affembled, where Vcfpafian was deciar'd Emperor by

P A s I-
^^'^^ unanimous Confent of all ; and they gave his two Sons

^ v^-^ "Tkus and Domitian the Titles of dv/ar^ nominating the

thftemh former to be Conful with his Father for this Year now
R'rran beginning, and the latter for Prcvtor with Confular Pow-

''Fo-
gj._ Mutiamis^ A/jtony^ and feveral others were rewarded

£'.'* ^^\x^ great Revenues" and Dignities, for contributing to-

Dmi. wards this happy Ellablifhment; and Courriers were imme-
diately difpatch'd to Fefpajian at Alexafidria^ to yield Obe-
dience to him, and to deiire his Return to Rome ; but tlic

Winter being dangerous for failing, he defer'd his Voyage
to
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to a more convenient Seafon. During his Stay in that

City, this remarkable Accident is related of him by the

mod authentick Writers : A blind and a lame Man, of
mean Condition, prefenting themfelvesto him as he lat up-

on his Tribunal, moll humbly bcfeech'd him, Thathewoud
voHchfafe to cure them^ for they had been Inform''d by their

God Serapis in a Dream^ that if he picas'"d but to fpit upon

the Eyes of oyie^ and to tread upon the other''s Foot^ both of
them jhoti'd he cured. Vefpafian doubting much of the Suc-
cefs, durftnot put it in Prailice; till being over-rul'd by the

Importunity ot" his Friends, he try'd both Means before

the whole Affcmbly, and found the Perfons effcdualiy cu-

red. If we conlider, Th^t .Fefpafian was by fome thought

to be the Mejjlah^ this, no doubt, may be reckoned a-

mong thofe Miracles that our Saviour foretold iliou'd hap-

pen about this TimxC fromfalfe lllejjiahs, and falfe Prophets,

who Jhoii'djhew great Signs and M^onders, mfomuch, that if

it were pojfble, they jhou^d deceive the very Ele^i^ Match.

24. 24. Vefpafian before his Departure from this City, left

his Son Tttus to continue the Wars againft the Jews, well

knowing his extraordinary Valour and Skill for fuch an
Undertaking.
And now we are arriv'd at the great and terrible Year,

for the Diifolution of the Jewljh Oeconomy, v/hich St

Peter calls the End of all Things., and St. James the Corn-

ing of the Lord, I Pet. 4. 7. James f. 8. And the Sound
of the Gofpel having gone through all Nations to the utmoil
Parts of the Earth, by Means of the Apoilles and others,

in Icfs than forty Years Time, now God thought lit to

make a dreadful Example of the mod pervcrfo Oppofers of
it, the Jews. Thefe mifcrable People, flill thinking them-
felves the Favourites of Heaven, now languiili'd in a de-

plorable Manner imdcr all the Miferies and Calamities,

which cou'd pofiibly befal Mankind; and as our bleiTcd Sa-

viour predicted, Sjich Tribulation as never wa': fince the Be-

ginning of the IforId to t'^at Time, ntr everfljoud be again
y

Matth. 24. 21. Famines, Plagues, Earthc]uakcs, Prodigies

in Heaven and Earth, omenous Voices, Armies, and flam-

ing Swords in the Air, as we have formerly mentioned,

were ^o many fatal Prcfages of theDcftrudion ofthatglo^

rious City and Temple Qt 'jerufalem, now threatnedby the

Roman Eagles : And there never wi^s the like iignal In-

ftance of Heaven's Vilitation of a People, who by their ob-

ilinate Blindnefs, and Impieties, were become miferable

Objeds of divine Wrath, axid fully ripcn'd for Vengeance.

B b ^ The
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The Revolutions in the Roman Empire gave fome Di-
veriion to Vefpajian's Arms, To that after his tirH: Campaign
he cou'd not pnrfue the War vigoroully ; but this gave but

fmall Eafe to the Jews^ for before Tints\ Expedition a-

gainlt Jerusalem this Year, they were mofl gricvoufly em-
broil'd in Ea^lions and Diilcntions, pillaging, robbing and
murthering each other in all Parts ; at length great Num-
bers gathering together in whole Troops, committed fuch

Ravages and Cruelties, as equal'd all the Mileries and Ca-
lamities they receiv'd trom the Roman Armies. Afterwards
the Robbers being loaden with Pillage and Plunder, vio-

lently broke into Jerusalem it fclf, wiicre they not only
confum'd the Provifions of the People, but fill'd the City

^

with miferable Slaughters, Rapines and Diifentions. They
call Antipns and many of the principal Citizens and Nobi-
lity intoTrifon, and then put them to Death unheard ;

pre-

tending that they dciign'd to have betray'd the City to the

Romans: Yet after all thefe horrid Outrages and Impieties,

they boafled of Zeal for the Law of God, and the_ religi-

ous Cuiloms of their Country, and thereupon were term'd
Zealots. Finding the People were ready to oppofe them
with Arms, they retir'd to the Temple it felf, which they

us'd for aFortrefs, where they made an ignorant mean Per-

fon call'd Phanias High-Pricft, tho' he was not of the Sa-

cerdotal Order : But Vhey were fliarply refifted by Ananns^

once High-Pried, who procur'd the People to rife againft

them, and after a fevere Contefl:, forcM them into the in-

ward Part of the Temple. Upon which Exigency they pri-^

vately fent to the Idumceans^ accuhng Annaniis of vjlckedly

defign'ingto betray his Coiintrs
., and imploring their Affiifance,

fince they themfelves^ who fought for the Liberty of it^ were
now clofdy befieg'd. The Idumccans immediately repair'd

thither, to the Number of twenty thouland Men, who be-

ing in the Night let into the City by Means of the Zealots^

together with them committed mofb infupportable Outra-

ges and Devaftations againll the miferable Inhabitants. Be-

fides an infinite Number of the meaner Sort, they malTa-

cred eight thouland Citizens the firft Night, and afterwards

twelve thoufand of the higher Rank, among whom was
Ananus^ w^ho w^as now jullly punilVd for his unjufl Con-
demnation of St. Jamcs^ the Bifliop of the City. The
Zealots alfo finding Zacharids the Son of Barachi^s^ a Per-

Ibn of eminent Piety, declaring againfl: their Wickednefs,
formally judg'd him, and after he was clcarM flew him in

the midfl of the Temple by the x-^ltar; which many believe

to be the fame Perlbn m.ention'd Matth. 23. 35-. and that

our
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our Saviour nam'd him by way of Prolepfis, or Prophelie,

when the Nation lliou'd have fill'd up the Mcafurc of the

Wickednefs, and anfwer for all the Blood of the Saints

from Abel^ to that very Time.
In a fhort Time after the Idnmccans began to relent, and

perceiving the unreafonable Pra61:ices of the Zealots^ and

that they had falfly accus'd the Nobility, they fct at Liber-

ty two thoufand, whom they had imprilbnM, and then re-

turn'd to their own Country. After whofe Departure the

Zealots renew' d their Rapines and Slaughters, and rag'd

more barbaroully than ever, efpecially againlt fuch as cndca-

vour'd to flie to the Romans^ whom they flew, without

permitting any to bury them. But fliortly after, the Zealots

were divided among themfelves, by Reafon of one Jjh>7^

who with a feditious P^ty holding Gifcaln., pretended to

accept of the Articles oifer'd by 7/^///, and privately fled to

Jerufalem^ as was formerly mention'd. His Party joining

with the Zealots^ he himfelf became the principal Incendia-

ry, and now affe6l:ed Sovereign Power over the rcfl: ; but

he was vigoroufly oppos'd by llich as before had been his

Equals. Yet tho' they difagreed in this Matter, they all v/ere

unanimous in plundering the People ; and JernfaUm being

thus fiU'd with Tumults and Diilurbances, thofe who were
without the City had Liberty to rob and pillage, and thofe

whofe Towns were deltroy'd by thcfe Means, aflembled

together in the Dcfarts, and in great Bodies broke into o-
ther Temples and Towns ; fo that there was no Place m
Judcva which did not fufter after a moftflrangc and unheard
of Manner. Not long after, a new Fadion was rais'd a-

gainft the Zealots by one Simon the Son of Gioy\i^ a bold

and valiant Man, who gathering together great Multitudes

of Robbers and Murtherers, who were got into the moun-
tainous Parts, and encreaiing in Strength, attack'd many
Cities and Towns, conquered all Idum.ea^ walled Judcea^

encampM with all his F'orccs before Jernfalem ft felf, and
becam.e a mighty Terror to the Inhabitants, who were al-

ready moft mifcrably opprefs'd by the Zealots within. In
the mean Time, fuch Idumccans as had lately fled into the

City, and join'd themfelves with the Zealots^ dctefting the

Cruelties of John^ whom the Zealots had chofen for their

Commander, oppos'd his Proceedings, kill'd many of his

Men, biirn'd down his Palace, and forc'd the Tyrant into

•the Temple ; but the Citizens greadly dreading his Tem-
per, and that he fJiou'd deflroy the City in the Night, a-

grecd to let in S'tmon with his Army; who entering the Ci-

ty, immediately attack'd the Temple, but in vain. About
B b 4 the
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the fame Time Eleazer^ who formerly was chiefComman-
der of the Zealots^ envying the new Authority of John^
found Means to draw over many of his Soldiers to him, and
feizM on the inward Part of the Temple ; fo that now
a third Fadion was rais'd, and John was oblig'd daily to

fight both againfl: Eleazar within and Stmon v^ithout. By
which Means the Temple and Altar were abominably pro-
phan'd and polluted with Blood, all Things about it

were burnt up, and fuch Quantities of Provilions deflroy'd,

as might have ferv'd the City for many Years, and for

want of which it fuffer'd fo extreamly in a fhort Time. So
that that renowned City, which was formerly celebrated

for Peace and Unity within it felf, now became the Place
of all imagii-^able Diviiions, Di^radi-ions and Confufion ;

and perhaps had a nearer Refemblanceof Hell, and the State

of the Damn'd, than any Thing before in this World.

Jife^h. VJl- J^r^/f^z/^^i^/ was involv'd in all thefe miferable Ca-
lamities, when Titus with a powerful Army approach'd the

Place to invert it, being attended by Alexander Governor
of JEgypt^ Agrippa^ Sohemm and Jofephus now at Liberty.

IJThns lat down within fix or fcvcn Furlongs of the City, in the

Beginning ofApril 70, and immediately before the Feall of the

Pallbver, and fliut up an infinite Multitude of People in the

,
Place, who according to Cuftom came from all Parts to

that great Solemnity ; by which Means all Subfiftence, and
Provifions were confum'd in a fliort Space. The City, not
very large in Extent, was advantagioully fituated for De-
fence, and ftrongly fortify'd with three Walls ; befides

which, the Callle of Antonia^ the Palace, and above all the

Temple, were as fo many diltin^l Citadels. The three

unnatural Fa6lions, upon the Sight of the Roman Army,
unanimouily agreed to join and oppofe it, and accordingly

fally'd out with great Fury and Refolution, put the Ko~
mavs to Diforder, and obligM them to abandon their Camp
and fly to the Monnrains ; but the Jews were at lafl: re-

pellM, and driven into the City by the extraordinary Skill

^nd Valour of TitTis^ who highly fignaliz'd himfelf in this

and all other A61ious in the Siege. During all Intermiffi-

ons of the Befiegers Attacks, the civil Contefts were re-

vived within the City with great Slaughters and Confufi-

pus; and upon the firft Day of the Pallbver, now the 14th

Day of April^ Eleazar and his Aflbciates open'd the Gates,

that all Pcrfons might have Liberty to perform their ufual

Ceremonies and Devotions in the Temple. But John^ who
held the other Part of the Temple, us'd this Feftival as a

Means
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Means tocffeft his treacherous Defigns, caufing greatNum-
bers of his Party to enter among the People with Weapons
under their Garments, to get PofTeffion of the Inner Tem-
ple; who being admitted with the reft of the Multitude, in

a fliort Time fhew'd themfelves in Armour. Immediately,

a dreadful Tumult arofe in the Temple ; for all the Mul-
titude, who were not of the Sedition, thought themfelves

betray'd, and the Zealots imagining this Treafon only to

prejudice them, abandon'd their Poll, leap'd from the Tow-
ers, and fled into the Vaults about the Temple ; fo that

the poor People flocking about the Altar, not knowing how
to fecure themfelves, and others who were driven into the

Temple, were kill'd with Clubs and Swords, and trodden

under Foot after a barbarous Manner. Great Numbers
were llain upon private Refentments, and all fuch as had
formerly offended thefe Traitors were deftroy'd without
Mercy : But they who fo cruelly rag'd againfl: the Inno-
cent, gave the Offenders Time and Leifure to efcape out
of their Vaults, by which Means they regained the inward
Part of the Temple, and with great Slaugntcr affaulted the

other Parties ; the IHlie of w^hich was tnat Ekazar being

kill'd, the three Fa6l:ions were at length reduc'd to two,
that under Joh}2^ conliifing of 8400 Men, and the other

under Simo'/z of loooo, belides 5-000 Idum.eans. Notwith-
ftanding the Enemy was at the Walls, and to oppofe them,
they ufually join'd their Forces, yet upon all Intermillions

they violently rag'd againft each other, and both againft

the unfortunate Citizens ; fo that never any City in the

World was more feverely harrafs'd without, and more mi-
ferably torn within.

The City being ftrongly fortify'd with three Walls, as

before mention'd, Titus found great Difficulties in the Siege;

but having with much Oppofition plac'd his Engines, he
batter'd the outward Wall, and the Jews retiring, on the

third Day oi May^ he broke in and pofTcfs'd himfcif of the

North Quarter of the City, as far as the Caftle of Antonla^

and the Valley of Cedron. In all which Time he Oiew'd
great Clemency and Commiferation to the Belieged, giving

them all poflible AfTurances of Pardon, and civil Treat-

ment il' they wou'd fubmit ; but the "Jews were fo obfti-

nate, that they refusM all Terms and Conditions, andjudg'd
his generous Humanity to be nothing but Cowardice. This
more exafperated the Romans^ and caus'd them to proceed
with the greater Ficrcenefs and Severity ; fo that God and
Man, Heaven and Earth feem'd to fight againft this wret-

ched Nation. Five Days after^ Tttus^ having beaten down a

certain
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tain Towfir with the Ram from the North Quarter, broke
through the fecond Wall, and polTefs'd himfelf of the new
Lower City ; from whence he was rcpuls'd by the Befieg-

ers vigorous Sallies : But on the fourth Day he regained the

Place iutirely, and preparM for the Battery of the third

Wall. After which, being flill delirous to fave the City,

-si^di efpecially the Temple, he fent Jofephns to his Coun-
trymen to exhort' them from the Walls to yield, who, tho'

lie us'd all the powerful and pathetical Perfuafions imagina-
ble, and offered to facrifice the Life of himfelf and Family
for his Country's Prefervation, yet he was entertain'd only
with a Shower of Darts, Scoffs, and Reproaches : So that

Tttus was now no ways inclin'd to Ihew Mercy to a Peo-
ple that had been perfidious and rebellious to the higheft

Degree, and was now ftubborn and remorfelefs beyond all

Example and Belief. The Citizens dciigning to efcape out
of the City, John and Simon ftop'd up all Palfages ; but the

P'aminc encreafing, notwithftanding great Numbers ftole

out, who being taken Prifoners by Titus^ he caus'dthem to

be fcourg'd and crucify'd, as they had formerly treated our
Saviour ; and in fuch Numbers that Room was wanting
for Crofles, and CrolTes for Perfons : Still defigning by the

Cruelty of the Spedacle to terrifie the City, and haften its

Surrender. The Seditious made a contrary Ufe of this

Management, fhewing the Citizens this difmal Sight from
the Walls, to terrifie them from fiying to the Enemy ;

v/hcreupon T^ttm cut off many of the Prifoners Hands, and
fent them to Simon and John in the City, that their Cala-

mity might tcllifie them to be Captives, and not fuch as

fied voluntarily to the Romans.
On the 1 2th Day of May., Titus began four Mounts for

his Battering-Rams, which were all rinifh'd on the 29th,

two nigh the Cafte of Antonia., where he was in Hopes of
taking the Temple, and two nigh the Monument of John
the High- Pried, where he fuppos'd he might break into the

Upper City with greateft Facility, But John^ whofe Office

was to oppofc the Romans about the Caftle Antonia., with
great Bravery fally'd out, undermin'd the Ramparts, andde-
Itroy'd them; and two Days after Simon with as much
Courage ruin'd the other Mounts by Fire, tho' feventeeii

Days had been fpent in compleating them all. He likewife

burnt the Enemies Rams and Engines, and couragioufly

prcflnig forwards, broke into the very Camp of the Ro"
mans\ but at length was valiantly repuls'd by T'ltus into

Anioma, The Mounts being thus burnt and demoliihM,

T'ltus deiign'd to ere6l new ones, but calling a Council of
War,
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War, it was determiiiM that the whole City flioald be fur-

rounded by a Wall x^ir Iiitrcnchmenr, both to hinder the

Flight of the Bcliegcd, and to prevent all Relief from com-
ing into the City; all which with incredible Diligence and
Celerity was finilh'd in three Days, the whole being 39 Fur-
longs, or near five Miles in Coiripafs, having thirteen Forts

or Caftles without, each conliliing of ten Furlongs Com-
pafs. This exa6):ly verify 'd our bicflcd Saviour's Predidi-

ons, L^ike 19. 43. viz. * T/o^ DaysJ/ja'i come Hj)on thee that
* thine Enemies Jhail caft a "Trench about thcCy and compafs
* thee round^ and keep thee in on every Side. The Seditious

fcem'd nothing movM at this, tho'" the Famine not only
rag'd among the common Sort, but likewife began toafHid
the Soldiers ; and fuch a Mortality enfu'd, thie from the

14th Day of April^ to the firJl: of Jnly 11 5-080 Carcalles of
the poorer fort, were carry'd out to be bury'd at the pub-

lick Charge, as 7/^«j Was inform'd by owq iVL m.4.e:is^ who was
appointed to pay theMony. Divers Noblemen rhat lied to

him, allur'd him that 600000 of the ordmary P.ank were
caft dead out of the Gates, and others who dy'd beiidcs

were innumerable ; and that when fo many dy'd, as they

were not -able to bury them, they gathet'd their Bodies to-

gether into the largeft Houfes adjoining, and there fhut

them up. A Bufhel of Corn was fold for 600 Crowns ;

Sinks and Holes were continually rak'd to .find the old

Dung of Oxen, to fatifie their Hunger ; Wives took the

Meat out of their Husbands Mouths, Children from their

Parents, and Mothers from their Infants : Old Men were
driven from, their Meat as Perfons of no Ufe, young Men
were tortur'd to confefs where their Proviiions lay, and ail

^ fufFer'd after an unheard of Manner.
Thefe deplorable Calamities extreamly mov'd the Com-

palTion of the Romans themfelves ; and Tttns going about
the Walls, and beholding the Ditch fill'd with dead Bodies,

wept, and with Hands lifted up to Heaven, call'd God to

witnefs, That it vjas not his doing. But tiic Minds of the

Seditious were not at all chang'd, who continually pro-

ceeded in their Rapines and Murthers ; thofe that Simon
rob'd were fent to john.^ and thoie that John pillag'd were
fent to Stymn ; drinking as it were to one another in the

Blood of the People, and dividing their dead CarcaiTes be-

tween them. The Nobility daily futier'd; and Simon pro-

ceeded to murthor Matthidi the prefent High-Prieft, by •

whom he had Entrance into the City, with his three Sons,

and fixteen others of the hi:^heft Rank, pretending tliat they

defign'd to flie to the Enemv. Upon which Jiida^., one
of
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of his Officers, being tired out with his infupportable Cru-
elties, attempted to betray a certain Tower to the Romans
where he commanded ; but being difcoverM by an Accident,
he was put to Death with ten other of his Accomph'ces, in

the Sight of the /?o;^^;i? Soldiers, and their Bodies thrown
down to them. John alfo being driven by extream NecelTi-

ty, converted the golden Veffels of the Temple, with the

Sacred Mony to prophane Ufes ; and vras conftrain'd to

divide the Wine and Oil, ordainM for Sacrifices, among
his Soldiers. And now the Famine rag'd fo extreamly,

that the Soldiers began to eat Girdles, Shoes, Skins and
Hay ; and a noble Woman boil'd her own Child to eat it,

which lafl was look'd upon as fo deteftable an hB. among
the Roman^^ as well as the Jews^ that Titus^ after he had
infifted upon his frequent Offers of Peace and Pardon to the

Jevjs^ declared, T'hat he would bury that abominable Crime
in the Ruins of their Country ; and would not fuffer the Sun
topine upon that City^ where Mothers eat their own Chil-

dren^ and where Fathers no lefs culpable reduced them to that

Extremity by their Ohftinacy. So plainly had our Lord fore-

told the Daughters of Jerufalem^ ' T'hat the Days were cam^
^ ing^ in the which they pould fay ^ Bleffed are the Barren^
'• and the H'Vmbs that never bare^ and the Pap which never
*• gave fuck ^ Luke 23. 29.

'Titus having brought Materials from all Parts, and cut-

ting down Woods and all Trees, even to 90 Furlongs Di-
ftance, with great Labour cre61:cd new Mounts in 21 Days,
one on every Side of the Caftle Antonia. Which when
John and his Party had weakly and vainly attempted, they

were repuls'd by the Romans ; and Titus^ on the Beginning
of July order'd the Ram to be brought to the Wall of An-
tmia^ by which a Bjreach being made on the fifth of that

Month, the Romans broke into the Caillc, and purfu'd the

fying Jews eve;i to the Temple. At which Time many
falfe Prophets deHided the Multitude, by telling them, That
theypmild have Ajjiftance from God; and therefore tho' Ti-

tus and Jofephus fliil exhorted them to yield, they obftinate-

]y refus'd all Accommodation, bcafting. That they had ra-

ther endure all Kinds of Miferies. On the 17th Day o(Ju-
/y, the perpetual Sacriiice in the Temple, which was ofi^er'd

Morning and Evenings ceas'd, ' for Want of Perfons to

officiate; which was a new and fcilliiig AfiiicSiion to the

• People. A few Days after, Tttus erected Mounts nearer,

the Materials of which had been brought 100 Furlongs

diftant, and overturning therewith the Foundations of An-
toma^ made an eafie Afcent to the Temple \ then breaking
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in by Antoma^ he feizM upon the North and Weft Porticos

or Cloyfters of the outward Range of the Temple
; part of

which joining to Antunia^ were burn'd and ruin'd by the

Jews^ and two Dtiyb after the other Part was burn'd by the

Romans on the 24th of JhI}\ the Jews not quenching the

Fire, that the Porch might be clearly feparated from Antonia,

On the 27th the Jevjs began to burn the Weftern Porti-

cos as far as the Bridge that led to the Gallery, whither

many of the Romans getting up, were burn'd alive ; but on
the following Day the Romans burn'd all the North Porti-

cos, as far as to thofe in the Eaft. On the eighth Day of
yluguji^ when T^ttus could not prevail againft the ftrong

Walls of the Inner Temple, either by Batterings, Under-
minings, or Ladders, he refolv'd upon that from which
Reverence had long reftrain'd him, which was to fet Fire

to the Gates, which foon caus'd the Porches to be all in a

Flame; which amazing Sight fo ftupify'd the infatuated

Jevjs^ that they hinder'd not the Fire, fo that the Porches

burn'd all that Day and the following Night. Still 'Ttuis

and his Commanders refolv'd to fave the Temple, if poffi-

ble ; but on the tenth of Augtiji^ when as the Romans^ which
guarded the outward Range of the Temple, being provok'd by

the Jews^ had driven them into the Temple, a certain Ra-
man Soldier, contrary to the Command of his General,

getting upon his Fellow's Shoulders, and being excited by
fome divine Fury, caft a flaming Firebrand through the gol-

den Window into the Chambers and Buildings on the North
Side, which immediately took Fire, and fpread throughout

the whole Fabrick, confuming the moft glorious and beau-

tiful Strudure that the World ever faw : And in fpight of
all Oppofition the triumphant Flames prevail'd, and made
their Way with fo fierce a Rage, as if they threatned to

burn up all Mount Sion to the Roots.

The Sight of this extream Misfortune, put a killing Damp
to all the Courage and Fury of the Jews^ now neither

ellceming their Lives nor Forces, having loll their greateft

Jewel for which they fought : The loud Outcries, and mi-

fcrable Lamentations of the People eccho'd from all the

adjacent Mountains; and many famiOi'd and expiring Per-

fons, whofe Eyes Death had already clos'd, reaflum'd new
Strength, and open'd their Eyes to bewail the glorious

Temple, which they now beheld all in Flames. Z/.n»

in vain ufing all Methods to fave the Temple, found fo

much Time as to enter the Sanduary, with his chief Offi-

cers, where they beheld all the holy Things, and found its

Riches and Magnificence far furpaffing all Strangers Re-
ports:

'
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ports: They alio were ciitertain'd with a difmal Spe61:acle

of Blood, Smoak and Flames, and the great Altar cover'd

with an infinite Number of dead Bodies, which had fu-

ftain'd all the Mifcries of T ire, Sword and Famine. The
Roman Soldiers pnrfu'd their Victory with all imaginable

Fury and Revenge, cutting in Pieces all that they found
about the Temple, and fettins^ Fire to the reft of the Build-

ings ; in one of which 6'joo Men, Women and Children,

being deluded and brought thither by a falfe Propnet, pe-

rilli'd miferably \vl the p lames. Titus \yas fhortly after fa-

luted Imperator by his Soldiers, who at the Eall Gate of
the Temple olferM Sacriticcs to their own Paga/s Deities.

In all thefe Confulions the Sediulous found Means to file

into the City ; where feeming to relent, they deiir'd a Par-

ly with the General himfelf, who highly condemned them
for their Obftinacy, but notwithftanding promised them
their Lives upon iinmcdiate Subniiffion. But they refufmg

to rely upon his i^romifcs, demanded Liberty to depart the

City with their Wives and Children, which fo extreamly

exafperated Titus^ that he commanded it to be proclaim'd

by a pubiick Crytr, Tha/: they were not any longer to expect

a^y Mercy. Whereupon he permitted his Soldiers to plun-

der and burn all the Lower City, with the Palace Acra
;

but the Seditious Tyrants retired to the King's Palace,

where great Numbers had depolited their Wealth, and from
thence repeli'd the Romans. They likewife barbarouily

flew 8400 of their own Countrymen, and rifling all "the

Mony and Treafure, betook themfelves to the upper and
Itrongcft Part of the City, fituated upon a fteep Rock, and
caird vS'/W, where notwithftanding thefe deplorable Cala-

mities, thcyfb'il more cruelly tyranniz'd. T/V/zj having conli-

der'd the Strength of the Place, began his Mounts on the

20th o? Aifgiift^ and finifning them the feventh of Septem-

her., he very foon made a Breach in the Walls. Whereup-
on the Tyrants were leiz'd with no little Fear and Con-
fternation, not knowing how to proceed ; fo that Titus be-

came Mcfter of all the City on Saturday the 8th of Sep-

. tember. The Power of ticaven appear'd in the Overthrow
of thefe Wretches ; for they abandoned their Towers,
which were their only Strength, and in vain fought to ef*

cape, by hiding themfelves in Vaults and Privies ; from
whence both '"jd^n and Simon were drag'd, the former be-

ing condcmn'd to perpetual Imprifonment, and the latter

rcferv'd for a Triumph. The reft were all put to the

Sword, and Thus commanded both the Temple, and the

Ciiy to be entirely rax'U; by a Plow being brought over it

by
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by Turnns Rufus^ according to the ancient Cuflom, which
remarkably accomplifli'd our Saviour's Propheiics, 'That not

one Stone fhou'd remain upon another ; only he preiervM the

Weft Part of the Wall with three Towers, which for their

Strength and Beauty might bear Teftimony of the Statcli-

neft of the City to Pofterity.

The Soldiers offer'd to have crownM Titus as a Con-
queror for this Ad, and upon the Account of his extraor-

dinary Valour in the Siege, in which he had in one En-
counter flain twelve Men with his own Hands. But Titus

modeftly refus'd the Honour, denying himfelf to have been
the Conqueror, and declaring. That he only executedthe De--

figns of Heaven^ which had apparently r/ianifefted its H^rath

againft the Jews. To this fatal End came the famous City

oijerufalem^ after a Siege of about five Months, having

from King Zi^wWs Reign fiourifh'd under God's own Hand
and ProteSion for above i lOO Years ; and it is remarkable that

this fatal Siege began a little before the Pajfover^ at the fame
Time that they had mod barbaroufly treated and put to

Death the Son of God. Never was any Siege in the World
more memorable, the Captives amounting to 97000, and
thofe who perilh'd in the Siege to iiooooo, which laft Num-
ber being added to the 237490 which Jofephus particularly

enumerates in the Jewijh Wars, it makes 1337490. So
heavy was the Guilt of our Saviour's and his Saints Blood
upon this wretched Nation, and fo abominable were their

Vices, that we have Reafon to agree with the laft nam'd
• Author, who believ'd, That i^ the Komofis had not com.e
againft them, the City wou'd have been fwallov/'d up by
the Earth, or elfe by Thunder-bolts and Lightnings, have
born the Punifhment of Sodom^ whofe Inhabitants they ex-

ceeded in Wickednefs. Here ended the Temporal State

and Oeconomy of the "Jews ; and that Province, which
had been govern'd by the Romans in a great Mcafure as

their Friends and ProteQors, was now made Captive; and
the Jews^ once the freeft People in the World, were made
Slaves, banifh'd, fold and dilpers'd throughout all Parts of
the World. This did alfo moft compleatly fulfil the anci-

ent Prophefie of the Scepter''s departing from Judah; tho' it

was in fome Meafure accomplifh'd under the Reign of
Herod the Great. That this difmal Deftru£lion o^Jerufa--
Icm is fct out in Matth. ij^. as the Deftruclion of the whole
World, or at leaft as a renowned 1 ypeof it, need notfecni
ftrangc, .if it be conlider'd, that it was the Dcftrudion of
the Loid's own Habitation, and the Place chofen before all

other Places, to put his Name there, and the Dcftrudion
of
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of the State and Policy of his old peculiar People ; a Peo-
ple once highelt in his Favour, now deepeft in his Difplea-

lure, whole Rejedlion was now feal'd by the Ruin of
their City and Temple. So that the Evangelical' State fuc-

ceeding the Jeivijh^ may be calFd a new World, a new
Church and Oeconomy, according to "the Apoftle, Old
Thin^^ are paji away^ behold all 'Things are become new^

2 Cor. 5*.. 17. This was compleated 37 Years after our Sa-

viour's Crucifixion, in the 2d Year of Vefpafian's Reign,

under the Confulihips of l^efpafian and Nerva.

'The End of the Firjl Volume.














