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remove these honest traits in their characters. The women dress 
mtlch after the Chinese fashion, but are by llO means secludedt 
ha^7ing a full share in all the comtnon intercourse or transactions 
ill life. 

At present, except rice, there seem to be llO surplus articles 
for export, though there is no doubt the country would afford 
abundance, were its resources brotlght out, which can only loe 
dolle by a nLluch larg;er population than it is likely to have for 
mally years, evell under the most favourable governmellt. Their 
mports are very triflillg-a few boats coastig along sllore to 
Chittagong, alld frolll thence, by the Sullderbunds, to Calcutta, 
arc sufficoellt for all their tlade to the northward; and a not lnuch 
lart,er nunlber to 13asseell, and from thellce through the Susldel- 
btlllds of the Irl7awaddy to Ava or Rallgoon, are required to 
ljring back silk and other articles manllfactured in thate country, 
whicll are much superior to those snade by themselssesn and more 
esteellled than ally yet blought by Europeans. 

SIII.- Extracts from the Journat of an E:xpedition undertaketz 
by order of his Majesty's Government, to determine the Course 
s/nd Termination of the Niger, more lgroperly nGlmed Q7borr 
yzrom Yaoori {o the Sea. By Richard and Johll Lander. 
Communicated by Lieutenant Becher, R. N. Read 27th 
Julle, 183 1. 

rtICHARD LAN DER, who had accompallied the late Captai 
Clapperton ola his second expedition into the interior of Africa, 
enlbarked, with llis brother John, at Portsmouth, on the 9th of 
Jalluary, 1830, on board the brig ANert, alld arrived at Cape 
Coast Castle on the o2d of the following molltll. From tis 
settlemetlt they were conveyed to BadkiS,ry in llis Majesty's 
sloop Clillker; and Oll the 3 1 st of March thev commellced 
tlleir journey into the interior. The orders they had received 
from the secretary of state were to make their way over land to 
BOOSS'd by the forlllel rotlte; thence to procced to Yaoori; to 
elnleark Ot1 the river; and, following tlle stream, llOt to quit it till 
tlley reached its terminatioll. Pursuil", a route throllgh the Yar- 
lilea cOuptlyn valxyinS, ill some pas^ts froill that which Captain 
Clappertoll had takell, they reaciled tile city of Kiama on the 
Sth of May. Ill tlle course of their route, tlley passed throut,h 

forests of large trees, morasses, alld a wilderlless of stullted tzees 
illtelrupted at illtervals ljy patclles of cultivated land. The 
approach to IViallza is thus described. 

s Our path lay througIs a lich coulltry covered with luxuriant 
,asses and fine trees, but +7ery little underwood. It aboullds 
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plentifillly with deer and antelopest and other wild arlimals of a 
more ferocious nature, such as the liorls the leopard tlle elepllallt, 
and the wild ass. We saw no bufaloes, but llow and-then 
heard their lowing. On the 08th May, the jinglinb of belIs 
allnouxlced the approach of a body of horsemen, who rapidly 
galloped up to our hut, and saluted us, one after anothers witl 
a martial air, by brandishing their spears withill a few feet of us. 
Ito display their horsemansllip, they caused their steeds to prallce 
alld rear; and when they imagiIled we were collvinced of theils 
abilities they dismoullted to prostlate themselves before us, aud 
acquaint us of the welfare of their prince.' 

s We continued ouls journey at noon: the warmtll of the weathel, 
alld the loads of the llorses, obli,ged us to travel slowly. At five 
P.M. we reached the ruins of a s1nall town. The path was througl 
the same forest as the pleceding day, but less thickly wooded. 
At one place we remarked two immensely large trees, springil, 
up almost close together; their mighty tl unks and branches tuisted 
and filmly clasped round each other. Ant-hills were numerous 
in the roads alld a few paces from it we observed, as we rode 
alont,, little cone-shaped mud buildillgs, erected by the natives 
for the purpose of smelting iroll ore, which is found in abundance 
ill diSelxent parts of the country. After passing Bellllikenni, olll 
course still lay throut,h the forest, whose trees, shrubsJ and plallts, 
spread aroul d a delicious fragrallce; and, as night came ony the 
polished spears alld silvel topped caps of our escort, with the 
luminous filefly, a brilliant firmament of stars alld the bright 
uoolle aniluated the scene around us, tlll, at about eight o'clock 
P.AI., we reached KiSma, and were immediately conducted to the 
king's lesidellce.' 

lloceedinp; onwards through the city of Wouwou tlle two 
travellers reached BoossS on the 17th June. Aftel passing alollr 
sollle vallies, in whicll a heavy shower durillg the night had filled 
the patlls with water, anct crossillg a magniticellt plaill, partially 
wooded with verv old and ornamelltal trees, tLey descried, at the 
distallce of two or three milesS the city of 1300ssS, formed of 
clusters of scattered huts. This city does not stand wIpon a 
island, as described by Captain Clapperton, 13wlt is on the mai 
lalld, on the right ballk of the river. At tell A.hI. they entered 
the city by the westerll gateway and discharged their nsuskets as 
the signal of theil arrival. 

' J^nc 18.-This mornillg>' says one of the brothers, ' I visited 
tlse far-famed Niger, or Quorrafi which flosvs at the foot of the 
cityt about a mile Xom otlr lesidence; aled I was greatly surprised 
at its redllced breadth. Black rubged rocks robce abrtl)tly frola 
the centre of the stream, and it3 surface was at,itated by whirl- 
l?ools At this place, in its wide5t part, (the end of the dry 
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season,) it was not more tllan a stone's tbrow acrosse The rock 
on which I sat overlooks the spot where Mr. Park and his asso- 
ciates met their unhappy fate.' 

The killg afterwarcls exhibited to the travellels one of WIr. 
Park's books, which is described as a nautical book containing 
tables of logaritllms. 

On the 23d Jtlne, tlley set out from BoossA, for YGoori. Only 
one of the branches of the river vhich meet at BoossA flows by 
Kagogie, a small village about six miles north of BoossA. yet this 
of itself is a mile in width; but large sand-ballks are in the 
centre of the stream, and it is so shallow that, except in one very 
nalrosr place, a child might wade across it without difficulty. 

' June 26. We had passed the island whereoll we had slept 
last night but a few minutes, and had just entered tlle maill river, 
^hen lve came to a spot where it spreads again, alld each chanllel 
vas full of dangerous rocks, sand-banks, and low islands co- 
vered with tall rank grass. \Ve were conducted up the main 
channel; I)ut *vere SOOI1 obliged to get out of the canoe to lighte 
her. During the greatel part of the forenoon our canoe was 
continually striking against concealed rock.s, or runnint, oll sand- 
banks, ̂^hich obliged llS to be constantly S,etting out and ill. 

' On the 27th of June we arrived at Y<loori, VVith the ex- 
ception of the dangerous rocks opposite BoossA, we were in- 
formed that, dllrin,g our four days' passage tllence, we 11ad 
passed almost a11 the difficult places in tlle river, tllere beillg, as is 
said, 1leither rocks nor sand-banks eitller alJove YSoori or below 
BoossA. \Ve have saicl notllillg of the direction of tbe river, 
because it is prelty xvell understood that this city lies nearly due 
orth of BoossA; and also that notwithstanding its winditl,gs, and 

the number and variety of its channels among the islands, the 
Qtlorra flows pa.st BoossA in a single undivided channel. Ill its 
nattlral bed, when unillterrupted by rocks, the river appears to run 
at this time of the year (June) between one and tsvo miles an 
llour: whellever it is obstructed by them, the ctlrrent is., of course, 
considerably greater. 

' Althout,h, during the dry season, no communication is maill- 
tailled by zsTater between BoussA and the countries los^ter dos 
the river, ly reason of the datlgerous rocks which have l;)een 
already alluded to, yet, ill tlle wet season, after the " malca72 (or 
fburteen days' illcessant raill) has set in, whell all tlle rivers which 
are dry during the remainder of the year pour their overflowillg 
contents illto the '& Great Father of \5taters," as the Quorra is 
enlphatically styled, these canoes, we were told, pass to and fro 
between Y6oori, Nyffe, BoossA, and Funda. It is imme(liately 
after the malca, also, that the river, by the depth and velocity of 
its current, sweeys off the rank grgss whicll spritIgs up anllualb 
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on its borders. Every rock and every low island are then conlpletely 
-covered, and may be passed over in canoes without difficulty, or 
esren apprehension of danger. Many years ago a lalge boat 
arrived at YGoor; on a trading soyage from Timbuctoo; but 
when they had disposed of their lnercharldise the boutmen re- 
turned to their coulltry by land because they asserted that the 
esertioll of working their vessel back so long a way agaillst the 
stleam was too ;,reat for them and therefore they left it behilld at 
Ydoori. 'the journey from hence to the city of Soccatoo, when 
no stoppage is made on the road, nlay easily be accomplished ill 
{ive days, and this is the regular time tlle natives take to ,o thele. 
Coulfo t is two days' jourlley from Yaoori. 

' YWoori is a large, flourishing kingdom. It is bounded oll tlle 
east by Haussa? on the west by BurS,oo, ou the north by Ctlbbie, 
and oll the south by the kingdom of :N7ollffie The crown is 
lleleditary; the governmellt an absolute despotism. 'the formel 
sultall svas deposed by his subjects for his violent meastlres a11C1 
gelleral bad condllct; alld the present ruler, who has succeeded 
him, has reigned lor the long period of thirty-nitle years. Tlle 
sllltan has a strong military force, which, it is said, has successfully 
repelled the continued attacks of the ever restless Falatahs: it is 
now enlployed ill a remote provillce in quelling all insulrection, 
occasiolled partly by the inahility of the llatives to pay their ac- 
customed tribute, and partly from the 11arsh tneasures adopted by 
the sultall to compel them to do so. The city of Yaoori is of great 
extet, and very populous. lt is surroullded by a hi,:,h allcl StrOlig 

\57a11 of clay, and nlay be between twellty alld thirty miles ill circuit. 
It has ei^,ht large entrallce gates or doors, which are well fortitied 
after the Inanner of the country. The inhabitants manufacture a 
very coarse alld inferior sort of gullpowder, which, however, is the 
best, and we believe the only thing of the killd made in this part 
of tlle country: they also make sely lleat saddles, cloth, &c. Sc. 
They glOW indigo, tobacco OlliOllS, wheat, atld other varieties of 
corll, alld rice of a superior quality, and have horses, lJullocks, 
slleep, alld goats; but, notwithstallding their illdllstry, and the 
advantages which they elljoy, they are very poorly clad, have little 
molley, and are perpetually complaining of the badlless of the 
tillles. A market is held in the city daily, under columodious 
slleds; yet it is but illdifferently attended, and the articles mhicl 
are exposed for sale have beell already mentioned.' 

s July 29. At this time Yaoori is little 13etter than 0lae complete 
swanlp; and, if possible, it will be wor3e after the nlalca slaall 
have set ;D, which is daily looked for.' 

; August 2.-On leaving the city it was literally covered svitll 
water, and the deep hollows formed by the rai1ls were very nume- 

* A towxl passed through by Clapperton after crossing the Quolra. 
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rous, and -also dangerous, firom being invisible. Owing to the 
reputed badeess of the path l)y which we had entered Y&oori, it 
was rejected for a more northerly one, leading, in almost a 
direct iiive, to the river Cubbie, on which we embarked to return 
to BoossE. On entering the Quorra from this river, it was 
found rullning at the rate of two or three miles an hour. The 
ballks of the river on the way down to BoossA, as well as its 
islands, were covered ill many places with vast quantities of corn, 
which glOWS to the heibht of ten or twelve feet. Tlle people oll 
both sides are mostly of the Cumbrie race, who are poor, de- 
spised, and alJused, but itldllstlious and hard-worliin^,; in fact, 
tl]e- are considered as slaves by their more powelful neighbours. 
The river we foulld much swollen, its current much more im- 
petuous thall when we came up it fiom Boossa, and maly of the 
shoals and rocks which then amloyed us, were nor under water 
and completely hidden. 

' Sept. 00.-This day l.-e left BoossS on our voyage down the 
river. EIavillt, takell leave of the old king and queen, oll our way 
tostards the river we found our path lined with people, some of 
whom saluted us on one knee, some on both, alld we received 
their belledictions as we walked along. We embarked at noon. 
At a slllall island called Melulie, at which we were obliged to 
stop to repair our canoe, the currel-lt was runtling three or four 
miles all hour7 and the bed of tlle river was full of rocks, some 
of which rere shooting up within a few inches of the surface, 
wllicll occasioned the water to make a loud rushing noise. 
Owing to the skilfulness of our pilot, we succeeded in crossing 
one or two reefs, which, ill tlle dry season more especially, must 
be highly perilous; even as it YVaS, we experienced considerable 
diflictllty in getting over them. At two o'clock we passed the 
botln-daries of 1300ssa, and entered the dominions of the liing 
of N ouSe. At nigllt we stopped at a large island, called 
Patbishie. The ballks of the river near this place appear fertile 
and u7ell illhabited: the rivel was much swollen by the rains, 
and in some places almost on a level +vith its banks. Pata-shie 
is about a mile ill width, and several miles in length. Opposite 
the tONVll Of Lever (also called Layaba), the river becomes very 
narrow and cleepv This tOWll has an extellsive populatioll of 
Notlffie people. 

' After leaving Layaba, we ran down the stream for twelve or 
fourteell miles, the QTlOI ra) during the ^vhole distance rolling 
grandly along a noble river, 1leither obstructed by islands, nor 
deformed ̂ ith rocks and stolles. Its width varied from one to 
thlee nliles, the country on each side very flat, alld a few mean, 
3ilty looking villages scattered on tile water's ed^,e. Just below 
the town of Bajiebo the river is divided by-an island. At this 
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town which we left on the 5th of Octz3ber, for the frst timej we 

met with very large canoe6 having a hut ilt the middley whicll con- 
tained merchants and their whie imilies. At the istland of 
Madjie, sQhele we were obliged to &top for canoe-men, we foulsl 
trees of hungry growth and stunted shrubs, whose foliage seemed 
for the most part dull and withering: they shoot c)ut of the 
holIows and intersticex of rocks, and han, over immense preci- 
pices whose jagged summits they partly conceal; they are only 
accessible to wild bsasts and birds of prey. The river belonv 
Macljie takes a turn to the east by the side of another range of 
hills atld afterwards flows fol a number of miles a little to the 
soutllrard of east. On leavillb the island we jourxleyed very 
rapidly down the current for a few nillutes, when, havillg passed 
another we came suddenly ill sight of an elevated rocky hill, 
called-Mount Kesey by the natives. This stnall island,, apparently 
not less than 300 feet ;11 hei;ht, and very steep, is an ohject of 
superstitious veneratiorl amongst the natives. 

' The island of Zegozheek, which we reached OI1 the 7th of 
October, is opposste to Rabba, and so low? that the houses and 
trees appeared to be springint frcblll the tater. Rabba which 
is two miles from this island, appeals to be a large, populous, and 
fourishing town: it is built on the slope of a gentle hill, alrtlost 
entirely destittlte oftrees. The Quorra, both yesterday and to-day, 
llas flowed in a direction to the south of east. Rabba market is 
very celebrated, alld considered by tradelss as oz-e of the largest 
and best in the whole country, of whicll it may be styled the 
emporiuln. A variety of articles, both of native and foreign 
manuicture, are sold there; and it is gellerally well supplied with 
slaves of both sexes. Yesterday one of our men counted betwee 
100 and 2()0 men, women, alld children, exposed for sale in ranks. 
These poor cleatllres have for the most part been captured ill war; 
and it is said the Falatahs rarely treat them with ullkilldnesss and 
tlever with brutality. The price of a healthy, strong; lad is about 
4Q,000 cowries (81. sterlillg); a tirl fetches as much as 50,000, 
qnd perhaps rnore, if she be at all good-looking; and the value of 
lnen and womell varies according to their age and abilities. Slaves 
aIe- sometimes purchased at Rabba by people inhabiting a coun- 
try situated a good way down the Quorra; and from thence they 
are delivered afrom hand to 11and, till they at lent,th reacl-l the sea. 
Ivory is also sold re, and large tusks may be had at 1000 cowries 
each, and sonzetimes cheaper We had elevell elephallts' tusks 
of oux own, which were presented to U3 by the Kings of Wouwou 
and BQOSSA, but we were unable to dispose of them at Rabba, 
because no strangers were then in the city. 

c On leaving Rabba we macle 1lo 3t0p down the river all day, 
t The zk is pronounced like z in the toxd azlcre. 
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not even at meal-timesy our men suffering the cano? to pAS5 

down the stream, whilst they were eatinffl their food. At {ive 
in the afternoon they all complained of fitigue, and we looked 
aroulld us br a landing-place, but could fiud none. Every 
village which we saw was hchind large thick morasses and bogs, 
tllrougTl which? after various provoking alld tedsous trials, we 
foulld it impossible to penetrate; we were therefore compelled 
to continue our course on the river. Tlle day had beell exces- 
sively srarul; btlt, as we saw signs of an approaching stortn, we 
endeavoured to land. This vvas impossible, ill consequence of 
the swalllpy banks; (Ind we were ljuffeted about cluring the whole 
niz,ht, in immlnent dant,er from the water, alld also from the herds 
or shoals of hippopotami which came stlortint, about the boat.' 

' At ten A.M. on tl-le lFtll of October, se passed several moun- 
taills of sin ̂ ,ular all d pic tll resuqe appearaalce, wllicll are situ ated 
a few nliles beyond the bortlels of the river to our left, alld 
shortly after we catne in si,ht of otller mountains yet tnore 
illtelestillt, and romantic; but these were vely elevated, and so far 
a-head of us, that they could hal-dly be distinguished from faint 
bltle clouds. At the island of Gurlgo, u?hicll we had passedX the 
natives were in their canoes, and leaving it, ill consequence of 
tlleir villa^,e beill>, overflown, so hit,h was the ^1vater of the river. 
At the islancl of Tofoy where we stopped on the 18th Octobe; 
ste foulld the cocoa-nut (not the tree, but tlle fruit) for the first 
time sillce leaving the YarlilJa country. On tlle lGth we observed 
alld passed a river of collsiderable size, which entered the Qucyrra 
from the north westX (rrhis w,ls the Coodoonia, which Richard 
Lander had clossed oll his former retul^n joulney from Soccatoo; 
alld it may l)e observed, as a lemarkable instance of tlle accuracy 
of the presellt and formel route, that the coillcidence falls within 
a mile or two.) 'Vety elevated lalld appeared oll each side of 
the Quorra as far as could be seell.' 

' Erga, the next tOW[l we came to} is upwalsds of two miles in 
lellgth and we were strtlek with thc itnrnense number ot bulky 
canocs wllich lay oS it, filled with trading commodities, and 
all kinds of mercllandize cotnmon to the country. rrhe course 
of the r;ver was here about E.S. E. Bellin alld iPos taguese 
clothes are worn at Egt,a by many of its inhabitants; so that 
it would appear some kind of communication is kept up be- 
tweell this place aIl(l the sea-coast. The eople are very spe- 
eulative alld enterprisin,g, lnd numbers of them employ all 
their titne solely in tradlng up and down tlae liver They live 
entirely in their canoes? over which they llave a shedt mrhich 
ansxvers completely every pulpose fol whicll it is intellded; so 
that, in theil constant perebrinations, they have no leed of any 
other dwelling or shelter thall that which their canoes aXord them. 
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Cocoa-nats are sold about the streets ingwat quantities, and 
various little parcels of them svew sent to us; but uve understood 
that they are imported from a neighbouring country. Egga is of 
prodigious extent, and has an immense populatioll. Like many 
other towns on the banks of the river, it is not unfrequently inull- 
dated, and a large portion of it was at that time actually over- 
flowed. The soil in the vicinity of the town COllSiStS of a dalk 
lleavy ulould, uncommonly pl oductive; so that, with tl iJling lab?lr, 
all the 1lecessalies of life are vbtained in plenty, alld cheaply. The 
illhabitants eat little allimal food, lout live principally on bsll, which 
are sold at a reasonable rate. Hyanas are said to abound in the 
wood.s ill great numbers, and are so bold aud rapacious as to have 
lately carried aswtay nearly the whole of the sheep in tile tO\Vll 

Near this place is a coz-3siderable market-towll oll the opposite 
side of the river. A fe miles below Egga the dominion of the 
chieEs or kings of territories is no longer acknowledgedy and each 
town or city has its owrl rtller.' 

< Oct. 25.-At five in the nlorlling we found otllselves nearly 
opposite a very corlsiderable ritzer enterillg the Quorra from the 
eastward. We first supposed it to be a11 arm of the river rllnnillg 
from us; but the strong VppOSillg current soon proved our llaistake. 
AVe had nor many hills to our right and left, close to the banks; 
others at a ,reater distance. At seven oXclock the river seemecl 
free of islallds alld ulorasses, and its barlks were well wooded, ancl 
much higher than we had observed them for a long time previollsly, 
nevertheless it ran over a rocky bottom, which caused its sllrface 
to ripple exceedingly. At ten A.M. we passed a lluge and naked 
white rock, ill the form of a perfect dome, arising from the centre 
of the river which we natned the Bird Rock, from its being 
covered with thetn. The course of the rivel this morning wabs 
S S.XV.; alld its width varied, as ustlal, from two to five or six 
uiles.' 

; At Bocqtla, 26th Oct., we wele informed that directly opposite 
to it, on the eastern bank, is the common path to the city of 
Funda which is situated three days journey illlalld Som the 
Quorra; that the lalge river we obsersZed yesterdayfallinD into 
the Quorra from tlle eastward is the celebrated Shar, Shary? or 
Sllarry, of travellers; or, as it is more cotumonly called thall eithern 
the Tshadda; incleed, it is universally so called tllroughout tlle 
country. The illterpreter furthet saidJ that tl-le smalt liver ve had 
passed oll the l9th, flowing froul the same dixection, is the Coo- 
doonla.' 

s At Bocqua some iron hoops were follnd, and staves of casks. 
Bocqua possesses four markets. 'I'he chief of Bocqua told us 
to avoid his enemy, the chief of AttS, allct that ill severl days we 
should reach the sea. Both banks of the river below Bocqlla 
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sl;ill continued hilly and urell wooded. At eleven A,1W. we were 
opposite a town, which7 from the description that had been gieren 
of it, sse supposed to be AttA. It was situated close to the water's 
edge, ili an elevated situation, and oll a fine green sward and its 
appeaance sNas highly beautifll. tRhe tonvn appeared clean, of 
,reat extent, and surrounded with fille trees and shrubs. A feur 
canoes were lying at the foot of the tOWll; but we escaped obser- 
sation? alld passed on. Afterwards, the lnart,;n of the ris7er be- 
canle more thickly wooded thall before; and, for upuards of thirty 
miles, not a tOWll Of a villaOe, or evell a single hut, could any 
whele be seen. The whole of tllis distance our canoe passed 
smootllly along the river: everythint was silellt alld solitaly; 1lo 
souncl collld be distinguislled, sase ollr ow11 voices and the splash- 
illb of the paddles, with theil echoes. the song of ljirds was 
ot heard, nor could any animal whatever be seell; the leallks 

seemed to be entirely deserted, atld the nzabllificent Quorra to lje 
slurnberillg ill its owla grandeur. 

v At noon to-day we passed the end of the high hills which had 
comnlellced above Bocqua They were also at some distance 
from the banks of the li^7el, and cllanged their directloll to the 
S.S.E. The cotlrse of the livel this day +57as laearly S.W., an(l 
tlle breadtll varied from twhree to five nliles. 

' Oct. 27.-At Ab13azacca, abollt forty fize lniles below the jllnc- 
tion of the Tshadda with the Quorra, and tlle first town to the 
southward of the mountains, on the left bank, we saw all Ell^,lisll 
bar of iroll; alld for the first time since leaving JennaX ill 
Yarriba, we beheld tlle ,raceful cocoa-nut tree? and 11eard the 
mellow whistlin:, of grey parrots. The chief wished to know 
from whellce oTe had come; and havillg told him we callle fronl 
Y'loori, a great city oll the banks of the river, ile expre>,sed stlr- 

prise, llever before havillg heard of tlle ntzlne. rtlle ballks betszreen 
Atta and this place are low, and in some parts inlAtldated, No 
towns or villages are to be seen on them for mally miles, par- 
t;Ctllal-ly 011 the 5N7esterll bank. Below Abbazacca, willa^,es are 
seell evely tllree or four miles on the eastern ballk, blat little ctllti- 
satiotl. At VamtlgS,oo tne laatives leave Europeatl muskets ot 
Ellglish mallufacttlre: the kint had sis small swivels. The llatives 
are expert in tlle use of fire-arms? and shoot buialees, whiclx, 
11owever, are not very numerous. I7he Qtlorrsl fell two feet ill as 
lualy days, but was still oveTflowinp; tloe town. Here we sanr a 
man dressed in a soldier's jacket, alld othelns partiallyclothed in 
European apparel? all of +hom have piclved 1lp a smattering of 
Eslzt,lish from the Liverpool palm-oil vessels in the Bonney river. 
130nlley is said to be follr or five days' journey from hence. 

s Oct 30.-A great part of the population of Damuggoo left 
the tontn this morning for the 13ocqua mar}iet: they take thither 
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powder, muskets, soap, Manchester COttOIRS, and other articles of 
European manufacture, and great quantities of rum, or lather 
rum and water; for not more than one-third of it is genuine spirit, 
and even that: is of the worst quality. These are exchanged for 
ivory and slave.s, which are again sold to the European traders.' 

Near Kil-ree a disaster befel the travellers on the morning of the 
ath Novelllber, at a place about forty miles further down the river, 
tlle details of which cio not come within the purpose of the present 
memoir. It will be ;ufficiellt to observe that they were attacked 
by large parties in war canoeD, some of which had forty paddles, 
containint, fifty or sisty metl. Their canoe was rull down, and 
nlany of their effects lost. 

Kilree is a large tO\VIl and slave mart, frequented by people 
fiom the Eboe countly for slaves alld palm-oil. Eboe ls said to 
be three days' journey dowll the river. A small stream runs illtO 

the Quorra frolll the eastwald, opposite to Kirlee; but it is not 
improbable that it may be Illerely tlle re-union of a branch whicll 
rtlns off at Damug?-oo. At Kirree aIso, a considerable branch of 
the Quorra turlls ofi to the stestward, which is said to rull to 
Benill. Bein^, nour oll the t,reat delta of the liver, a chana,e in 
the climate hacl been experiellced at a short distance above 
Kirree. The nights were very cold, with heavy dews, alld a con- 
siderable qualltity c)f dense vapour covered the face of the cotllltry 
in the morllillg. The banks of the rivel were cultivated in 
some places where they were higll, but in mo3t places they were 
low, alld tlle few villages that were seell were nearly concealed 
by thick jullt,le. Below Kirree the river is not so serpelltine as 
above it; the banks are so low and regular that llot even a siluple 
rising call allyss7here be distinguished: they are assunlin;, a degree 
of samelless little diXelent from that which prevails Oll l:nally 

palts of tlle sea-coust in the bight of Benill; and here, for the 
first titne, the iilJrous man,rove was seell, interspersed atnongst 
the other trees of the forest. Both banks, hoever are pretty 
thickly inhabited, and there are many scattered villa^,es, which, 
though encompassed with trees, alld invisible from the river, could 
easily be distintuished by tlle number of their itlhabitants ap- 
pearin^, on the beacll to trade ̂ ith the canoe-men. 

' Nov. 8.- Having embarked lonC before stlurise, a fog pre- 
vented our progress; alld from fear of mistakint, our way, it was 
avbreed we should return to the land. In pulsuance of this plan, 
+ve hun^, on by the shole till the gloom had dispersed, when se 
foutld ourselves oll an immellse body of water like a lake, having 
gone a little out of the bed of the main stream; and we were 
at the mouth of a very collsiderable river flowing out of the lake 
to the westwald, beint, evidently an inaportant brallch of the 
Quorra. Another branch aIso rall hence to the S.E.., vvhilst 



On the Course and Terminafion of fAe Niger. 189 

our course was in a south-westerly direction, on what we consi- 
dered to be the main body, -the whole forming in factX three 
rivers of no small mag;nitude. We wished to be more particular 
in our observaiions of this illterestixlg part of our journey, bllt 
^1vere compelleFl to forego this gratification on accoullt of the 
superstitious prejudices of tlle natives, who aiected to be dis- 
pleased with the attention M ith which we regarded the river. 
'the opposite shores of tlle lake wele not seen from our position, 
ornvas the branch which rulls to the S.E. Several small rivers 

ale also said to fall irl on its N.E. sllore. Eboe is .1 large 
stragglillg town, one mile Af\T. from the river. The braxlch of the 
liver on RV}liCll we had now to ploceed is 1larrower tllall abore 
the lake, ancl at its issue from the lake is not more thall two miles 
wide. The banks in mally parts are losr, suTampy, and thickly 
wooded. At Eboe, which we reached oll the ]ith November 
by a shallow canal, we foulld many lart,e canoes froln the coast, 
with palm-oil ptlncheons in them, housed over, and each coll- 
tasnint) about fifty or sixty persons.' 

' lWov. ] 2.-At seven in tlle mornillg we left Elsoe. Wing Boy 
and his wife also embarked. Our canoe) wllich was heavily 
ladell, was paciclled by thirty-eit,llt men alld two steersmen-one 
in the bow and the (?ther ill the stern. \5/e had three captaills 
with speaking-tlumpets to gin7e orders, one drlllnmel, the kin^,'s 
steward, and his lady's waiting-maid, a cook, alld two iellows 

for baleilog the boat. At sevell A.51. we started;-the captaills 
callillg out vith a11 their might, through their speaking-trunlpets, 
to their fetish, fbr a prosperous jotlrney. We SOOI1 glided alollg 
at a great rate, passing tOWllS and ̂ 7i11ages at every two or three 
miles, and more cultivated land than we h:d seezI for fifteen 
davs pilSt. It contained large plalltatiolls of yatus, lvanallas, 
plulltaills, Indian corll but no lice; nor clid we see al}y kind 
of glairl after leaving Kacunda? althout,h the soil ou tlle banks of 
this risrer wollld grow a11 kinds utell. The rivel ^s7as llot very 
wide, and llarrowed fast: the widest part, 1 do 1lot think, *sas; 
rnore thall two miles, and the narrosz7est not quite half a mile. 
At three P.r., its beauty vvas nzostly ,one. 111 nany places ilL 
had overflowel:l its lJanks, through trees alld thick underwood, 
alld in the widest part Tas not ulore thall a mile alld a half acro3s. 
Saw a s3nall laranch r unnil^, oS to the test.' 

' 2\T6}V. 14, 7 P.Al.-We turned ollt of tlle maill rivel, allJ 
proceeded up a small branch, tosTards Brasa Town, which rulls ill 
a S.E. by E. directio3: fiom the main river. OUI course this day- 
was due south, and the river colltinued to run in the same 
direction when we left it, overflowing its banks, but much dimi- 
nished in volume. In the widest part it was llot more than half a 
mile across, and the narronvest about 300 yards. As usual, we 
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passed nlany towns and villages during the day and where the 
banks were not overflowll they were cultivated. 

s At half-past eight P.z<. e found ourselves illfluenced by tlle 
tide, and at every ten or twenty miles we were either on a bank 
or stuck fast in the underwood; so that the mell, as on former 
occasions, wele obliged to get out and lift the canoe over. Our 
track ̂sTas th*ough avenues of nlangroves: in mally places the 
trees were arched over so thickly, tllat we could see no light 
through them. We colltinued on, winding ill alld out, through 
snzall creeks, ulltil lline A.AI. 011 the lbth, when we met three 
large canoes. 1X1 one of them was the old Wing Follrday, and 
several fetesh priests; ill allother were the brothers of King Boy, 
aled in the third those of Air. Gun. They had been to the tov7n 
of Brass, and llad brought old E(ing Fourday alld the fetesh 
priests to escort us into their coulltry. A sholt tillle after our 
arrival at Brass e made fast to the trees, when tlle tide ebbedn 
and left us high and dry on black mud half an hotlr after.' 

' After leaving Eboe we passed two small branches runnillg 
to the west, alld also two running ill the east. tl'he country 
tllrollgil which tlle rivel winds is lo+7v, witllout a riSilig ground for 
many miles. r1Lihe banks are for the most part swampy: where 
tlley are at all habitable, villages are seell, itil patches of culti- 
vated ground. Ot1 the 13th xve passed a village on the right bank, 
^shere the stillness of the water and much white foam we ima- 
gined to be the eSects of the tide. This place is about seventy 
or eighty miles from the sea. Near the mouth of the river, and 
;11 our way up to 13rass Town, the banks were so much overflown, 
tllat the trees appealed to be growing out of the water. 

lshe accompanying sketch of the course of the Quorra is com- 
bined writh Captaill Clappertoll's map on a reduced scale, alld 
it is due to the Society to oSer a few remarks on the metllod 
+zZhich has lJeen adopted in tlacing it. The ollly itlstlument 
possessed by the travellers was the mariller's compass, and eve 
tllis was lost at Kirree, which is placed about 180 miles ill a 
direct line from the mouth of the river; therefore, ill the absellce 
of all mealls of ascertaining, with ally pretellsions to certaitlty, a 
sint,le p;eotl^aphical pOillt, the position of flSoossa, allel that of tlle 
nzouth of the river Null, Iying nearly at the two estremes of 
the shole journey, were adopted as limits 5Zithill n7hich the 
course of the r;ver navigation between these places must neces- 
sarily falI. The daily pro,:,ress of the travellers ill coulse and 
distallce, accordiil,, to tlleir OWl1 eStimatioll NVAS then subjected 
to rigorous scrutiny; alld the plobable distallcc supposed to have 
beell travelled eacll dayJ iu which allowance +vas made for the rato 


