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DEF. DOC. #2038 Exhe No, 9 2/‘)3

INTERNATIONAL MILITAPY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot al,

ARAXI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION (Translation)

Deponents SAITO, Seiei

st duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet

4
1@f§2§oo with the procedure followed in my country
jepose as follows,

AFFIDAVIT OF.SAITO, Seiel

1, I was born on the 6th October, 1891,
My present address is 73, Chibadera-cho, Chiba=-shi,
Japan-

At the time of surrender I was Major General,

2e I held the post of Chief of Java War Prisoners Camp at
Batavia from August 1942 until March, 1944, and served as the
Chief of Malay War Prisoncrs Camp Singapore during the periods

from March, 1944 till the end of war, August 1945. Concurrently

I was the chicf of Malay kilitary Detention Camp (detention
of nom-military civilians),

3 e After the end of war I was detained at a prison in
Singapore from 9th Sept., 1945, On 30 January 1947 1 was
releasod from Changi prison and returned to Japan in
May 1947. As to the troatment of prisoners, both military
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or civilian, I have not been questioned in any way.,

One of my subordinate officers, Captain TAKAHASHI,
Zompei, who worked at the P.W. camp from 1942 until a
half year prior to the surrender, also was free from any
accusation and roturned to Japan in the fall of 1947,

He had sorved especially as the man in charge of Changil.

detention camp.when I was the camp chiof.
4, Whon I was the chief of the Malay P.W. Camp,

the Commandor-in-=Chicf of the 7th Area Army was Genoral
DOHIHARA, Kenji. He was succeeded by General ITAGAKI,
Seishiro, at the end of April 1845.

Se The Commender=-in-Chief of the Area Army was
in direct command of P.W. camps and the military detention
camps, but orders covering the overall memapgemmt o prisonors wore
issued by Commander=-in-Chief of the Southern Army Earahal
TERAUCHI and recoivod through tho Area Army.

Close liaison had been kopt with the contral authoritios
(War prisoners Information Burceu) and I attonded the con=-
feronce of the Chiefs of P.W, camps held in Tokyo in

July 1942 and Docomber 1943,
I can dofinitoly state that I had never rocoived an

ordcr or suggestion from any of those pesrsons referrod
to abovo to meltroaat prisoners or give them inhuman
treatmont.

6 4 Tho trontment, labor task and punishmonts of
prisoners wero exccutod according to the laws, regulations
and orders of tho contral muthoritios and no spcoial
rogulations or policy was put into practio. There had
boon no violation of tho above laws, rogulations and

ordors.
T No labor task which had any diroct rolation with

oporation had evor boon imposed upon prisonors. The PWtd>
who did work wore given 600 grams of staple food, the

same amount as given to the army troops. 1 don't think
the working hours warc oxcossive in compardson with thoso
of laborors in gonernl,

B The food situntion in Malay area bocamo
extremely criticel arourd iha timo whon tho Allied Forces
intensified thoir attaecks #r thet both soldisrs and
citizons confrontu? 1 ith greoat difficultics in obtaining
provisionse Tho military retivrzs woere peducod from 600
grams to 400 grams and vhce2 snbiidiary foods such as meat,
vegotables, fish, otce grcw vory scarce. The situation

in Singaporc was utterly miscrable, since ovon bofore
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the war the foods were entirely imported. Under tho

loadership of the military authorities every offort was exerted

to be self -sufficient in order to overcome tho shortage.
But the docrease of food for PW's was indeod unavpidablo.
Howovor, their rations wero more Or less oqual to thoseo
of Japaneso soldiers. During the worst days the daily
ration bocame, as I remembor, 300 grams per diom.

Tho condition grow worse near tho end of tho war.

9 Mcdical troatment was nov refuscd and thoro
had never becen such an act as purposaly rofusing medical

troatmont or modicino for prisonerse
10, I hoard that aftor the war a young officor

was roported attompting to commit atrocitios to tho
prisoncrse. Genoyral ITAGAKI, as I heard, wonv to. the
trouble of calling the said offlcar to his offico and
patiently parsuadecd him <o rofrain from such conduct and
succoodod in prevonting weould -bo viclancess Whonever I,
as tho chiof of P.VW. campe and tho dztorntion camp mado
verious requaests in rogard to my duties Goneral ITAGAKI
gave mo a full assistance as long as tho situation
permitted and he had novor brought about an advorso
rosult in tho administration of F.WesSe

On this 1.5  day of August , 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONENTs SAITO, Scici  (seal)

1, YAMADA, Hanzo heroby cortify that tho above s tatomont
was sworn by thc Dsponent, who affixed his signaturc and
soal thoroto in thc pregsoncc of this Witness.

On tho samoc dato

At Sciig place.

e —

Witnesss (signed ) Y ahialla, Hanzo (seal)

——

U
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