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SUBJECT

II. SUMMARY OF EVIDZHCE:

This investigation covers the mirder of more than three hund-
red civilian Filipino men, women, and children of verious barrios in Cuence,
Batangas, P, 1., durlig February and March 1945. The official list of
those massacred was prepared by the acting mayor »f Cuenca &t the request
of the govornor of Eatangas Province (R 13 Ex. A). Typical of the me-
thocs by which thege murders were committed by the Japanese are the fol-
lowing examples:

About 1930 hours on 3 February 1945, the Japanese herdcd twen-
tv-one male civilians inta a cave near the barrio of Tanque, ordered them
sut one at a time, and tied them together, with their hands behind their
bvacks. They were then taken 12 an open field and in .roups of three were
1ed to the edge of a revine, where they were shot and pveyonetted and then
rnlled into the ravine. The Jepanese then examined the bodies and any
that showed signs of life were egain bayonetted. Only twn of the twanty—
ono ascaped (R 7, Be«11)

On 6 February 1945, approximately one pundred and seventy-five

civilien ¥lipino men, womel and children were agfambled in the houss

nf Greciane CASTILIO in the tarrio of Mambu_. The Jopanees tocok the men
out in groups of five and nore »f them were seen &gain. Later tuey toog
three women out but they werc returned shortly stating that the grave
was not yet finished. One woman and her child esceped Irom the house
during darikmess, but the rest of the one huncred and seventy-five wure
never seen again (R 14, 15). Screams and groans were heard from the
OASTILIO house &nd the next day the house woe silent (R 4).

On 13 February 1949, approximately f ifty-two civilian Fili-
pinos including two women were crowded under a house 1in the sitio of San Juan
by the Japencse. One group of thirty was taken to Mateo PAIMA'S house
nearby and forced to admit they were guerrillas. They were then tied to
trecg and the vosts nf the house. At about 1920 bours ther wele {aken
in groups of three 1o the edge of a well, their hands tied behine theilr
backs, and made to step up gingly to the well. Tach victim was held by
sne Junanese wnile three athers baysnetied him. The victims were then
throom into the well, Only two eacaped out of this group ‘and one of them
vae wounded, (R 18, 19, 21, 22). The remaining twenty civilians were
marched tn another house near & well and never seen agaln and it is be—
1ieved thev suffered the same fate (R 18).

On 19 Tebruary 1945, eleven men, womeh and. children »f 3Ilisa
VAGPASTAY'!'S family were baynrnetted te death in the back yard of their
hame in the barrio of San Felipe by JapaDese soldiers (R 24). The same
pight, the mother and nephew 2f Agustin T,UUAR were bayonetted 2 death in
their rame in San Felipe by Japansse sdldiers ond their bhouse burned
(R 27). On 20 Fedbruarr 1945, nine men, w2men and ckildren of another fa-
mily in Sen Felipe were bayonetted €3 death by the Jaganese (E°0) and
-n the same everling eight men, WOREL and children of still another family

verd oimilarly murdered by the Japenese and tre home burned (B 33).
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Early in March 1945, Irenen HOCINA was wounded with bayonete on
a trail near Poblacion 7v the Jepanese for no aoparent reason (R 28). "

On 7 March 1945, eighteen male civilian Filipinos were brought |
to the barrio of Dita by the Japanese. Five voung men were taken from
the group and the osther thirteen were given passes to return to their
homes. En route home they were arrested br Japanese sentries, marched to ‘
@ ravine and their hands tied berind their backs. They were then bayonet- e
ted by the Jaranese and the bodies thrown into the ravine. ZEleven were I
never seen agein and only two escapéd (R 4, 39, 40; BEx. K, 1% \

On 11 March 1945, nineteen civilian Filipino men, women and ¥
children were tuken by the Japanese from a shelter in the barrin of Sab- X
lay and imprisoned in a tunnel for sbout a week. On 19 March the tunrnel
was opened and the civilians were ordered out in small groups. As they P
left the tunnel the Javanese bayonetted and shot them. Only about six of 2./
the victims escaped (R 42, 43, 48; Ex. B, C, D, E). One little girl about
five years old was bayonetted through the neck as she ran from the tunnel o
and. was lifted from the zround while impaled on the tayonet (R 45). : "'-,:
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