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- :L.\.;J..YSIS OF DUCUALLJNT:I.RY WVIDs: \ICE
DJSC?IfTION Or nTTnCCED DOCUJENT

‘Title and Nature. RUSSL.N tskegrams and 1attcrs
reporting infeormation concerning unlewful acts of Jap-
ancse in area of NIKOLAXVOSL and.iongolia frontier., = ™

Datoe: 1920 & Original ( ) Copy (x) Languaga._';
. 1939 \ Russian’
. ' - ...English

Has it been translated? Yes (x)  Ho (e
das it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAT.
Russian Dccuwaent Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Statc Contral Record Office of Red
«ray of USSR.

PERSCONS 1IIPLICATED:

CRIMES OR PHASL TO WHICH DOCU.ENT wPrLICLBLE: MaNCHURI..N

..1litary nggression; .atrocities azainst USSR. Relaticns
Wi t.l.l USSR. .

SULILaRY OF RELEV..T POINTS

Doc. No. 3151, .ffidavit of witnsss 3IKOV, x«finogen
Zrastovich, dated 20 liarch 1947. Wltnuqq, formerly Russian
oy officer*w1th duty on territory of IHOFGOLI..N Fsople's

Republic in 1939, testifies to Japancse unlawivl actions
azainst the MONGOLI.LN border-guards,

Doc. No. 3152, *hotocopy cf document sntitlsd "a
Telegran, No., 7.190 of liarch 3, 1920, frou tiae Red urmy
deadquarters in NIKOLAEVSkh addrussca to IRLUTSE, concern-

ing the murder by the Japanssc ¢f the Soviet bcaror of a
Fflag of Truce."

Doc. WNC. 3151 31)6
raze 1l .
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Doc. No. 3151-3156 - Page 2 - Swamary Cont'd,

Dce. No. 3153, rhotostatic exzcerpt froa "Journal of
3attle _.ctions of tae Units which make up tac ..UR Front"
concerning the svents in NIKCL.EVSK on ..iiUR and cvidénce
of Japanesec atrocitiss on civilien populatiocon,

Doc. Noc. 3154, Jhotcecopy of an article entitled
"Events in NIKCOL...V3K on the nnur" publisiocd in the
VL..DIVOSTOK ncwspapcr the "iL.3.T" No. 35 of ilarch 30, 1G20,
regarding Japancse atrocitics and violation of code of war-
fares. '

Doc. No., 3155, ~rhotocopy of docunent cntitled "a
Direct Wire Joint Tclograua from HIKOLLLVSK, No. 98, dated
2L liarch 1920, about Japancze Bloody Crimes,"

Doc. No, 3i56. Copy of "Letter of tihc Pooplc's
Commisear of Homc «nffaeirs of the USSR, May 17, 1939, No,
1556, to Comr. :I0LOTOV, Peoples' Commissar of Foreign
Jffairs," referring to the violation of thes freontier of
the (IONGOLI.Y Pcople's Republic hy theo Japancse - S5.RGUTS.

znalyst: E.T. G.&DEN Doc. No. 3151-3156
Pagoc 2
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‘ - wFFIDAWIT
of the witness By kov Afinogen Erastovich
The City of To Janu 19,8

I, Colonel Smirnov, Assistant Proaecutor‘ for the U.S.S.R. in the

International Military Tribunal for the Fer East, intarrogated as a witness
the undersigned who testified:

£ n%gé}_m%gggvich /

AZE - ﬁ i Pork}in 9 )
Place of emp]gment > Mx Sfc@d “E‘\ @lﬁ;ﬁpd.of. & regiment

«wddress R E_—\ U R :

Military ra}q-—""’""' )

i group \;.Jf Soviet Occupation forces
in & nany '

Previous trial | 4 I have never been under trial.

Tederative Soviet Republic).

The witness has been warn:mhr oﬁﬁul}? or giving fulse \
testimony under .rticle 95 of it .;'.g.;. e RuSsish Socialist !
The Oath of the witness is attached to the affidavit,

l. In 1939, I served in the Soviet forces on the territory of the
Mongolian People's Republic. ..t that time my rank was senior lieutensnt

and I commanded s mecheanized rifie battalion of the 11th tank bri ade
stationed in the town of Undur-han. |

On Merch 1, 1939 Ma jor-General Yekovlev,
in command of & mixed detachment and ordered t

to the srea of the Mongolian town Tamtsak-Bulak 120-130 kilometers west of
the Halhin-Gol river. A4s Ma jor-General Yskovlev explained to me the pur-
pose of sending the mixed detachment was as follows: in the Halhin-Gol
river area, on the sector guarded’ by the 7th Mongolien frontier guard
outpost incressed the cases of the boundary line being crossed by the
Japanese troops and there were cases when the Japanese kidnapped the
Mongolien tsiriks (soldiers) snd officers and took them to the Manchurien

brigade commander put me
0 march with the detachment

territory. The purpose of having the Soviet mixed ietachment in that aree
was to prevent the Japanese from similer

the Mongolisan border-guards,

anlawful actions dirented against




Page 2

My mechanized rifle battalion reinforced with an armoured-car

(Ba-6) company, with s battery of 76 mm. Self-propelled guns (L guns) and
#ith a battery of 122 m. howitzers (L howitzers) was a part of the mixed
detachment placed under ny commangd.

On May 28, 1939,
regular troops which engage
crossing the border of the Nongolian People's Pepublic east of the Halhin-
£01 river and seizing the part of the Mongolian territory on the eastern
bank of that river. |

2. On Merch 5, 1939,

the detachmeﬁt arrived
Temtsak-Bulak and was stati

in the area of the town
oned the;e.

In the town Tamtsek-Bulek was also staetioned the 6th.Mbngolian
cavalry division. o

Fast of Tamtssk-Bulak were

neither Mongolisn nor Sovi
troops, but only the Mongolian border

et regular
-guard outposts.

The 7th border gusra outnost guarded the sector of the state
border of the Mongolian People's Republic east.of the Halhin-gol river
beginning from Eris-Ulin-Obo and further to the north in a straight line

to Hulset-Ulin-Obo ani from that place also i. = straight line to Nomongan-
Burd -Obo,

- In such a'way‘3ihe” territory gusrded by-the:
eastern bank of the Helhin-gol river 20

direction of Nomongean-Burd-0Obo east of

outpost was on the
-22 kilometers in depth in the
the I‘iVCI‘ "

The sector of the border guarded by

the outpost ended s few
kilometers north of the

nlace Nomongan-Rurd -0Obo.

The bulk of the outpcst was oﬁ the western banl
the Sumbur in-Tsagan-Nur lake srea. The outpost deily sent
set posts on the esstern bank of the river,

of the river in
patrols to and

yrcarefully guarded by
ially in connection with systematic violations

_ €8 perpetrated by the Japanese-Manchurian
troops beginning from January 1939,

-

L. 0Ou the night of Mayvis, 1939,
cavalry division received & report from the 7th border muerd outpost to the
effect that on 2y 11 the Japane

se-Manchurian cavalry unit more than 200 men
strong crossed the border in the Nomongen ares snd advanced 15-1° kilometers
into the Mongolisn territory.

the headquarters of the 6th Mongolien 1
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L

In & clash with
killed. On May 12, 1939,
the border into the Manch

that unit several Nongolian border gusrds were

border guard reserves drove the violastors of
urian territory. ’

eand Msnchurians again crossed the border and advanced into the Mongolian
territory on the eastern benk of the Halhin-g

However on May 1, 193§, up to two sguadrons of the Japanese, . j
d
border guserds.,

ol river driving baclk the

In connection with that report the Commsnd of the 6th Mongolian

division and I decided to go to the location of the 7th border gusrd outpost
to investigate the Situstion.

«bout 35-40 kilometers from the 7th Mongolian border guard out-
post we ceme across 2 mounted tsiriks (soldiers) riding on horseback at
top speed in the western direction. We stopped them, The tsiriks were P ]
CBrrying e message from the chief of the outpost to the effect that § P ]

Japanese sipgle-engined 1ive-bombers raided the outpost and made four bombins
runs. During the first two runs the outpost was bombed end then during
the last two the outpost was mechine-gunned from the air, -

We went to the outpost st once and I myself saw the damage in- 3
flicted by the Japanese. Three tsiriks were ki

| lled, 25 were injured.
I saw myself the traces of machine-gunning, On the ssme day we returned

to Temtsak-Bulask (we hed motorears). I put in s througzh call to the
corps headquarters in Ulan PBator and reported sbout what had happened,

5« On May 18 by arder of the

command the Mongolizn division went to
the Hemsrdsbs mountsin srea on the

western benk of the Helhin-gol river. '

Ey order of the corps
together with the 6th Mongolian

~ Of Soviet troops with Japsnese
23 when in sc®ordsnce with the

headquarters my reconnaisssnce platoon went
cevalry division. The first minor clssh
-Manchurian troops took Place on May 22 or

instructions of the corps hesdquarters I
ordered my reconnasissance bplatoon to eross the Helhin-gol river to its

eastern benk snd to conduect the reconneissance inforce on the Mongolian
territory seized by the Japanese. I, geve strict orders to the platoon
commander under nc circumstances to cross the state border line.

The reconnaissance platoon went 7-8 kilometers to the east with- '
out hindrence and being 12-13 kilometers from the staste borier line was

fired upon by the enemy, surrounded, end fighting broke through the , 1 i
encirclement and withdrew to the western benk of the Halhin-gol river, \ . 3

| ;
6. On May 25 the bth Mongolian cavelry division ecrossed the Halhin- 3 3
€0l river to its eastern benk and took up the defensive position 8-10 ' -

kilometers from the state border line. My detachment arrived at the
Helhin-gol on May 24, 1939, * | .
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On'May 26 I Eﬁﬁﬁraer_gﬁ Put across the river to its - |

eagstern bank two mechasnized rifle compsnies, a battery of -45 mm. guns and a
few armoured cars. On May 27 I transferred our commsnd post to .the eastern
bank of the Halhin-gol river, ‘sbout 9-<10 ?ilomaters from the state border
lfne.

On May 26 and 27 SOViGt-MbB&Olan units had no battle econtacts
with the Japanese. We thought that the border incident was closed.

7. However, on the. night of May 8 the Japanese tqok up the offensive.

It begen et sbout 3 a.m. As I know from the testimony of those
teken prisoner the offensive was conducted by & group (which was a part of
the 23d inlentry division end Rergut cevslry) under the command of Colonel
Yamagata, commender of the 6Lth infantry regiment of the 233 infantiry
division.

The group contained a part of the b64th infantry regiment, a recon-
naissance detachment of the 23d division under the command of Lt,-Colonel
Azume, a motorized company under the commsnd of Captain Kawano, the 8th
cavalry regiment and the units of the lst end 7th Fargut cavalry regiments.

The Jspsanese tried to outfisnk the Soviet troops from the left
flauk to appear in our rear and get to the Halhin-gol river crossing cutting
of our way of retreat,

Reguler fighting took place in the course of which my detachment
lost 65-70 officers and men. &t the end of the duy of llay 28 g rogiment of
. +the 36th rifle division under the commesnd of Major Femizov arrived at the
' Helhin-gol river. Thet regiment from the march wes thrgwn into action.

This day may be considered as the deate of the epsning of lerge-
segle hostilities on the Halhin-gnl river between the Jupanese who violated
the border and the units of the Soviet army. Prior to May 28 major clashes
of regul~r troops did not take places.

8., I participated with my d=techment in further battles and steyed in
that asree till the eassation of hogtilitiaes and the conclusion of truce.
As & perticipent of those battles I can testify that in all the operatinns
I hed strict orders not to cross the state border line and those orders
were never broken by me. : :

I know that the commenders of other_ units hed similer strict orders
I definitely know that during the hostilities there wess not a single case of
a border-violation on the part of our troops or Mongolian units,

o8 an eye-witness of the cessation of hostilities I cen testify
thet after the Japenes= had been defeated we did not follow them across the
border though we had & chance of going forwerd up to Hail-r without en-
countering resistance. After the cessation of hostilities we took up the
jefensive along the stete border line which remrined exactly in the seame
plece in which it had run prior to Msy 11, 1939.
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The affidavit is written in my own hsnd.

/s/ Me jor Bykov
Interrogated: Colonel Smirnov
Assistant Prosecutor for the U.S.S.R,

In the Internstional Militery Tribunel
For the Fer Eest,

Oath of Witness
fhe City of Tokyo, January 7, 1948
I, the undersigned Ma jor Bykov Afinogen Erastovich, give this oath fo.
Colmnel Smirnov, assistant Prosecutor for the U.S.,SR. in the International
Militsry Tribunel for the Far East, to the effect that I, being called as
witness in the case of major Japanese war criminsls, pledge myself to tell

the truth snd nothing but the iruth.

I have been warned of the responsibility for giving false testimony

under article 95 of the Criminal Code of the F.S.I".S.R,

v
Major Bykov

afinogen Trastovich

The text of the oath was given to me.

Colonel Smirnov

assistant Prosecutor for the U.S.S.PR.
in the Internstional Military Tribunal
for the Fer East.

T, TSNP
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