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Among the characteristic literary products of the

Muromachi-period were the Otogi-zoshi (nursery

tales). Intended for the illiterated readers, they
were written with uncertain childish strokes and very
differed from the works of the former ages. Both
of these books and scrolls were usually illustrated
and gave the new epoch to the history of illustration.
These pictures are full of fantastic elements, and
the illuminated books in manuscript are especially
called Nara-ehon.

To give a general survey of these, here we present

fifteen items in our collection.







