-16-V-#S37
%

iy AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e

filled out)

ﬁPN .
Y ggf |

-~
. GENERAL

SECRET
(a) Unit Reporting _ VF-45 (b) Based on or at_USS SAN JACINTO (c) Report No. ACA-1 734

(d) Take off: Date 19 February, 1945 Time (LZT)_0900-0910(K)Zone): Lat Jiqjﬁ'ﬂ Long._140° O6'E

(K)
(e) Mission Ajr - Ground Support, Iwo Jima  (f) Time of Return 1235=1245 (Zone)

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER

TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
TAKING ENGAGING ATTACKING FUZE, SETTING
OFF ENEMY A/C TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

__ FeF-5| VF-45 8 None | 8 Lach plane carried 6 X 5" | Mark 146, non-delay
H,5, Hockets

- —_ — .-_.-P—...._..,-.-—.—_-.._._ - —————— e = - —

] Ill. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. )
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
__ TBM-3 IVT=4h | 7  1USS SAN JACINTO | S I, e - -
_ TBM=3 |VT=Q | 1 0SS ITEXTNGTON o ) i i e o o
1V. ENEMY_ AIRCRAFI_ OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). I D P
(a) . (b) (c) (d) | (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO NO ENGACGING TIME | LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
—_ - | e e b ey - e L8 L s W He e Tk M o S e _ 3 _i_ T e e _af . L = T i ! Blle sl oy S soy eagh Bim' i e smes o o T e
{
~Nome | | 1 g ) B | . e -
_(ZoNg) |, B e o
(ZoNE) | d B ) - W T
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) X ) R el N
Did Any Part of X
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?__®  |f 5o Describe Clouds e A
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
{(j) ot ’unorMoon . X csata ko) WIS e R -
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON: DAY, OVERCAST: ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only). S
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: | (c) (d)
TYPE Stk S oy il - | — - | DAMAGE
ENEMY A /C TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER | GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
None | | S R T R o
| o -
: 50 o
. S T " " . -
- - . . S . 1 s
|
|
e B e | - RTORRR | | R S - 7 - i e o —— - - T e
2 i . e A 2 ~ P fas binsin e -
o WE—— - e = =t o R e O I v e | = - SN e e i s R




OPNAV-16-V-#537

B A AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
g

P * o > ot ' "
; SEC . . VF =45 REPORT No 8GA=]1 7734
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPEOWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)

——— —— N

N B ] R n E o= . - -
R D A TP D B o ) )
L SRS PR . sl = -

12 - R D= E I -
13 - .y - - o . - .
14 ' " ) P . B - = i R -

) VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 11 only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) ‘ (d) (e)

NO SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

_ None| - L S D ) R
_ = T fe - U U A e S NS S, oL, ||t s oS S e e W . T = A "y L e e el -

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL
A/C OQuUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED

e ——————— B

FeF-5| #3 | 97 | 3.5 | 400 200 | 1

VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING )
| TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
e Sl S o o NO. OF PLANES
MM RETURNING

e e e e e
_-;—8

e ———————— e ————— e e e — | e e —

e — — —— —— e el e

e l——— —— s = = =

e e e

- IX. ENEMY _AN'_[_l-AIRCRAF'[__EN(_ZOU_IS_TEISED (Check one block on each line). - -
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE

HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 7Smmandover - | - PR

MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm - B o ______K,____‘_F______.__.___ . T - ) -

LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6. 5mm-13.2mm P ) S . L B

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CL.IMB, . :
at various altitudes No encounter enemy airborne aireraft

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSEYT — MFD. BY THE EGARY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-#S37

Porm ACA-] ~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ity v

Sheet ?‘f 5 filled out)
- ) . (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
’ SECRET _ VF-5  REPORT No ACA-1 #34
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY ?H|PS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
Morter and artillery positions
(a) Target(s) and Location(s) d scuare 183, W and O chard * __(b) Time Over Target (s)1110=1125(K) Zone)

(¢) Clouds Over Target 3000, cumulus, 9/10ths

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

overcast
(d) Visibility of Target Par‘tiallj obscured by haze and smoke under (e) Visibility. 5
(CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) - (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type X _ Bomb Sight Used X
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run X __Spacing.— )4 _ Altitude of Bomb Release X
. (NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed X  Probably Destroyed X  Damaged X
(i) : [ ' (1 (m) (n)
AIMIN((;”POINT DIMENS?ONS OR () NO. AJC ATTACRING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO._HTTS On DAMAGE {lﬂlone, slight
4 TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point serious, destroyed or sunk)
1
- _— — _ 3
3
4
5
- R
i
8
(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side vie\;w or both, as appropriate, showing tybe and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).
*
Reference: Air Suppox_:t Chart, Iwo Jima, compiled and reproduced
) by 64th Engr., Bn., USAFCBC, No, 1125, Dec, 1944,
(p) Were Photographs Taken? Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNA};:’(EAEJ-]V-#SBT | . SR
Sheet 4 of 5 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Rertamidhy wheih

= 4 | filled out)
&

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

- SECRET VF-45 REPORT No_34

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT

E\ﬁ?&sétefn Eight (8) FéF-5'g of VF-45, based on the USS SAN JAGINTO, were
Speeds . l1aunched at 0900 (X) s 19 February, 1945 to provide air-ground suprort
Gg’grgfcé‘ojgf‘ggcepm for the amphibious landinrs on Iwo Jima in company with seven (7)
An_cjles_ of Atta_ck and '
Di;};igechffeé;Zi?ﬁgsFire The sixteen planes, under the leadership of Lieutenant L.T,
Defense Tactics and Forkner, of VF-/5 arrived at the target objective area at approximately
Their Effectiveness 0057 (K5 and reported on station to the Commander Air Suprnort Control
Eﬁ%ﬁ“?f&ﬁ? Sh s Units, The planes were ordered to orbit 10 miles due east of
kel Mto, Suribachi, which they 4id at 6,000 feet, until at 1150 CASCU ,
g\éggzgeg ordered an attack, expending all ammmition and bombs arainst
Aoprosch Tactics artillery and m:rtar positions located on the east coast (Target
g;zgscgf‘“e;;t%ifp“o” Grid Squares 183/Yilliam and Cueen and 116 Dog) soon corrected to
Distance of Opening Fire read "183/i11iam and Queen", The enemy nositions were further
Defensive Tactics described as surrounding a rock quarry in the desisnated area s and the
EchomEmanAANT?ons | sup ort aircraft were varned to be careful of own troops, 600 yards
SOV b | south of the 'targe‘t. Ins ' ructions were given for the runs to be
Enemy Weaknesses made from the south, recovering to northwest, and the vull out was
Citersve Vactics (Ej;";;w to be not lower than 1000 feet,
DefinsiveTaf’Euis, Own
oxible Gumemfoﬁim" ? F01.1r VT ir.]itia'ted the attack with a bombing run, followed by
Efggi;r-r%f:ieccstion four VF in combined strafing snd rocket runs. The four fighters
Frodg gy were foll?wed by the four remaining torpedo vlanes, The remaining
il ik Y flgh'Fers in ’rurn completed the cycle, The "meat grinder" of
BT i A bombing, rocketing and strafing against the tarret was continued
ATTACK until all bombs and rockets were expended, nlus half of +he ‘fightersl
U]\\:h{hmc;lcécam e .50 calibre ammunition, A1l hits were in the lesignated location,
ASL;,,O;_,_h o Tarqe? . but haze and smoke from the beach head battle to the south made the
Alri;:;doizaSEEEds exact locations of the enemy positions o''scure, One concrete nill
Oee box was seen to receive strafing hits but the locations of the
Divgtg\lr;OIZT ro-cket.hlr,s (although in the designated area) 4is unknown, At
_Strafmgg aprroximately 1125 (K) the attack was sceured and all nlanes returned

Retirement 't 50 base.
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photogi aphy
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




»?w““clf‘ e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT {Reciassify when

5 of 5 filled out)

‘1 : - ’ AN A e
,'f SECREL . . VF-L5 REPORT No _ACA=1 /34
X111. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

- - et > additional sheets if necessary).
ARMAMENT ke t |
GLH“:S, CUNSiQhTS A ® . ® 2
Turre! A1l equipment functioned satisfactorily
Amrm |tu:}r

Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases
CDMN‘UNICATIONS

Radio Radar
}|£ ming |—\L"‘Ji _es

Visual (;_“ 'S |

Codes, C'")’"‘L_I’S !l
RECOGNITION

LFF

Signals

PROTECTION
Armor: P"Vw*" and f\ng“s |

of Fire Needing Further
Protection

| eak Prootfing

EM ERGENCY EQUIPMENT

"J-“l .*"-.:t_'*:- |
il EJ'M !r::. IF\‘ lﬁf‘“

{_r:n}"]'z' ﬁﬁ! S

Emergency Kits |
Imf_-]' | 3 Fif ;\i |

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

I/ kr"f"‘l""‘“hr." '\-H :
Dr-ff“-';.’:"‘-'?«. i
{‘_—‘: -.'.:-3:,-\;.-_? i
Autor !.-;r"'" Piiots ]I
Charts |
Field I , ting |
INSTRUMENTS |
r| ,.1 ; '
Power Plant |

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Ii_ "I.- r I- M :
Candi Ar |
! Heating — |
Flight Characteristics \ |
At Various | 0adinas |
POW_ER PLANT
P, re
LUl 1 System
HYDRAULIC SYSTEM |

ELECTRICAL SYSTEW
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING |
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

1 | vicing EQuipment
srsonnel F.-« RES
REI WDT PP[P/\PED RY APPROVED BY:
SJ7. PLAUCHE J.r. LT(JG), USIR . SCHECTER

I — lied T's | s e SCHECTER KO"IT! 2=]10nl5
SIGNATURE ACT OF“IC J<ANK AND DURY SIGNATURE Ck:ﬁtﬁwD-[ G Jﬂ?nﬁiiamo DUTY DATE
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