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Persannel interrogatad and hackground I eachsi
L.t. Col. YAF=I, Tovema - 1933 was in Hfficers school and

in 1941 zraduated from the War College.. From 194l O
1945.103nnected‘with the shioming. attached O sninping )
headquarters, 4iroshima until Anril 1944; at this time,

cil. TAHEL was rransferred §o Manila and remained there

antil 2 January 1949,
Where interviewed: Room 305, Meiji Buwilding

Interragatars Lt. Col. Bm, M, SHINW

Inter reters Mr. Harvoy Colton

Allied Officsers presenti Lt, T. T. Pinkstail _ ‘
Sunnary:d None .
RESTRICTIED (1)

—l-—-—-———ﬁ

r .
L




Qe

A

Qe

Ay

-t - dile. e oA v g
..- R e ' .- . ] . ¢ & -—
" SR P L) - - L, A .l.‘-'-l-- 'i
i L}
. s w 42 !- # ' i F L T ’

INTERROGLTION

At

A R O S
‘- . Bt . L

omnas e

In the Phlllpplnes weeﬂ§our job still connected with Shipping?

—
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4"

%as the original plan to use: the'Phlllpplnes tosupply troops
farther South?
Up to May 1944, it was. to. be used to»snpply'Halmahera and down to
New Guinea, but in June 1944, it was 1mp0851ble; so fromﬁﬁhls tlme
on all supplxes were.nsed in the Philippines,: ; - ke

: ,..)r.f »
Were you ‘able to get the supplles you needed in the Phlllppines up
to June 19447 et she S E AL AR 3 .
Up to August 1944, we were able to, but from September 1944 on, air
and sea blockade prevented: our gettlng.through ke 3

As of June 1944, what percentage of supplies needs-in: the:Philivpines
arrivedy |

About 60%, i . o

What plan: of distrlbutlen did you.have fer getxlng«supplies nnto

the hands.of: trpops  after they reached. the:Philippines?. i

Manila reeeived goods:from Japan and Saigon,. ¥his:was: shlpped in
smaller boats to Mindanao, Leyte, and Cebu, : On the.island:iof.: .Luzon,
it was delivered by trucks, Trains were used to a certain extent
but due to the lack of coal, mostly vehicles were used, As a result

of this, the supplying so: large an area, Manila contained considerable
store of supplies,

Did these trucks used in transportlng supplles belong to supply unlts

or the divisions receiving the supolies? .

They belonged to tranSportatlon unlts

Did you transport supplles dlrect to the d1V131ons or establlsh .
dumps and have the divisions send back for them? oy ;
From the main depots, like Manila, supplies were taken to division

dumps and from there moved by small hand carts to the troops,
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Was 100% supplies delivered to the division dumps by truck?
Up to the time of the ismerican landings in Leyte, Yes; but fearing
the next step would be Luzon, all available means were used and

considerable amounts were moved around the Luzon coast in small
boats, §igeh B G o

Tere supplies piling up on beach due to lack of transportation to
move them or our air action?

Originally there was enough trucks to move supplies but after the
Leyte landings, the supplies coming into Luzon caused a definite
shortage, but no additional trucks were received,

How many days supply did you issue a division at one time?
We concentrated principally on fuel, emmunition, food and clothing.
The plan was to méintain one months supply of these items,

Were you able to maintain a one months supply on hand at all times?
Prior to the time of the blockaede we were able to do this, but
from June 1944 on, we were not able to have this amount on hand,

Was the Army able to fill all your requirements, if not, why and
what items were critical?

Food and fuel were the most critical items, the reason being the
increased personnel and the supply ships being sunk,

That effect did bombing have on your supply dumps?

Soon after supplies were brought in they were disbursed but there
was considerable loss at the docks from air attacks,
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INTERROGAT TON: NO.. 499 (Cont'd) . RESIRLCIE D

in Luzaen, what % do you.estimate you lost by bombing?
A, 50%

Qe 1D over-all losseé~from_the;time-gdods left Japan untilhthey'arriyed

# PR
:

4, Then after the supplies were received 1in army dumps, whet %.4id you
lose by bombing? By R e A N TR T Y
A, &bout 566 - In other'wor&s_supplées that were eoming from the main
.i» land suffarédaheayy'loSSes and even after;they;ggpivgdﬁbembiqg ,
LdeStroyedfmore,#suath&t nearly: & lOQ%wloss,was-cqnsider@d,inagetting
te the base, but once supplies were received in'dumpﬁ-&nd.disbursed
" .“the ‘loss from air action was practicallyrnil, & & g 3 |
Je That effect did.atr action have -on your truck convoys sSuppPLy 2RE
small units? |
Ae Practically nene, because - they moved st night . in grQuQS-of:2,and,3.

v -

e 210 this sleqw down your supprly 1ine end to what ext§p£2;Q. By L
A, 1t definitely slewed up the supply but due to bombing on larger

‘inStalIatibnsjthey'got through with only time-logt. .
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Qe Uhat cffect did'alr écti@nlhéve on pensohneifﬁéfking in éupplj o

Q. On treopsS whe lost thelr equipment by sir zction prior to lending &nd
joined units slready 1n combat, how WeEe they then reequiped?
A, They were re-supplied only with small arms from ariy dumps but
toward the end they were unéble to supply them even with small arms.

ye Vere your plans of pperations ever changed due 1o 1ack of certealn
supplies”? '

A, The original plen was to supply Leyte with the preﬁent stock of
supplies on Luzon, put eround the middle of December after heavy
1osses at Leyte Wwe quit supplying the island reelizing 1t w&S lost.
e figured the dwindling supplies that were on Luzon then would be
necded to supply Manllay put after being vombed in Manile, the
supplies were moved to Lan Fernando &nd later when troops landed

all possible supplé&es Were moved to the hills and we cerried on as

best we could,

Qe Due to all these supply losses, how did this «ffect the combat

efficiency of troops? | -

L, Shortege of materiels, especiclly food, reduced the morelc of
troops about 50%,

4, Did all troops that jeft from other &re:s to go to Luzon leave with
full equipment, ficld paeces, etc,”?
@&, Yes

Q. How many tons of supplies @ day were required to meintein e divislon
in fighting (15,00C men) ?
A. About 300 metric tons for 15,083 men,

4. How far, as a rule, do€eS ¢ division plece thelr dumps from the
front line?
A, kbeut 24 kilos (15 miles).,

@, What type of trensportation W&s used to move supplies to troops 1in
combatyg
A, Trucks were ysed from mein dumps to temporary dumps znd from tempe-
- rery dumps to troops, horsc certs were used,
ZEE2RI8253 | (3)
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Q Was the supply department consulted on an Oper tlon & .
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