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Principal Accomplishments of Ngo dinh Diem Government. ..

International Field:

National Field:

Defense:

Social Field:

Agricvltural Field:

Economic and
Financial Field:

Public Works:

Education:

The transfer of civilian authority from France.

New accords for the liquidation of the four power authority and setting up
of relations with Cambodia, France and Laos.

Guarantees obtained by Viet Nam at the SEATO conference.

Installation of a Vietnamese Embassy in Tokyo for strengthening ties between
Viet Nam and Japan.

Diplomatic recognition of Viet Nam by Pakistan.

Diplomatic recognition of Viet Nam by The Philippines.

Admission of Viet Nam to ECAFE (Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East).

Admission of Viet Nam to ICAO, (International Civil Aviation Organization).

Increasing sympathy and aid from the Free World.

Re-organization of the provincial structure of the Government of Viet Nam.

Clean-up campaign and firm struggle against bribery.

Establishment and rapid development of ministries—(Social Action, Informa-
tion, Public Health, etc.).

Inclusion of former royal territories into national territory and their reorganiza-
tion.

Closer integration of tribal clans into national life.

Transfer of military authority from France.

Integration of religious sects’ military forces into the National Army.
Re-occupation of territories recently liberated.

Re-organization of Armed Forces' Inspection General.

Organization of the exodus and resettlement of 800,000 North Vietnamese
refugees.

Revision of labor laws with a view to raising the standard of living of the
laboring class (new working regulations for plantations and enterprises, re-adjust-
ment of minimum salaries . . . ).

Land reforms . . . re-adjustment of relations between land-tenants and owners.
Compulsory recultivation of abandoned lands.
Encouragement of cooperatives.

Establishment of the Vietnamese National Bank.

Establishment of the National Office of Exchange.

Establishment of a two year plan for reconstruction.

Establishment of a National Investment Fund.

Institute for economic reconstruction.

Lifting of restrictions on transportation of goods for the purpose of increasing
exchanges between various regions of the country.

Creation of a Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce.

Exploitation of new lands.

Re-opening of railroads and highways (Saigon-Nha Trang rail line).
Restoration of works of art destroyed by hostilities.

Renovation of secondary and primary teaching programs for the ’55-'56 school
year.

Establishment of Arts Schools in Saigon.

Construction of a special High School center in Phu Tho.

Transfer and re-organization of the Vietnamese University.

Development of technical and popular education.

Agricultural Training Center at Tan An.
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ECONOMIC REALIZATIONS

Until January 1955, the Pau accords of 1950 regulated the economic,
financial and commercial life of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia. These
agreements obliged the Indochinese states to reach with France a unanimous
decision to leave all important matters at the status quo, thus giving France
power to oppose any change. The three Indochinese states were thus
obliged to go on applying French regulations.

The government of Premier Ngo dinh Diem saw all the defects of
this system. Complete independence in all fields was the fundamental
principle of all new negotiations. This feeling was shared in Laos and
Cambodia. The States wanted to be complete masters of their destiny.
Questions of common interest were to be discussed and treated among
parties concerned.

After long and difficult negotiations, the States were able to arrive at
the December 29th, 1954 agreements which are the charter of the new
relations.

Viet Nam is entirely independent:

Economically: '

The customs union between the Indochinese States has been abolished.
Henceforth, commercial relations are regulated through treaties concluded
between the States.

Viet Nam will determine its own economic policy.

American aid will be given directly to Viet Nam. The latter thus
sees its purchasing possibilities increase abroad. The useful products of
Japan, the United States, and Germany are beginning to arrive in large
quantities:

The port of Saigon has become an entirely Vietnamese port again,
and, Viet Nam offers facilities to Cambodia and Laos.

The Franco-Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce has been replaced
by an entirely Vietnamese Chamber.

Financially:

Viet Nam is master of its currency and foreign exchange.

Viet Nam has its National Bank since the “Institut d’Emission des
Etats du Viet Nam, Laos, et du Cambodge” has been abolished.

The Office of Exchange is Vietnamese and no longer a four-party
body.

Agriculturally:
With agrarian reform, the government established popular agricultural
credit—(ordinance of April 24, 1955).

In the South, rice accounts for 2,200,000 acres and plantations cover
100,000 acres.

The wealth of Viet Nam will enable its newly reorganized economy to
meet its needs as it resumes its traditional role of agricultural exporter for
Southeast Asia.

Ceremony marks transfer of the office of
Foreign Exch to Vietn authori-
ties.
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