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From Nomura to Toyoda
2 October 1941
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Disorder prevalls in the occupied territories., a2nd Italw
increasingly losing the will to fight, being nastrained {r
making a separate peace only by German domination. As thz2 war
ls prolonged the blockade will become more and more effective,
a8 proved 1n the last war. The over-all prospect of the war in
this country is thus very optimistic. If in such circumstances
Germany and the Soviet Union come to a separate peace and Germany
can shift her forces from the eastern front to the British and
other fronts, Britain will be further endangered, and the United
States will be concernad about it. If the United States thus
participates further in the battle of the Atlantic she will losa
more shipvs, and the danger of war will be invited. It might be
possible that the United States would relax her attitude in the
Pacific in such circumstances (according to this resasonineg the
more favorable the war situation turns the more effective it
will be). From the viewpoint of Japan a separate peace between
Germany and the Soviet Union and the full entry of the United
States into the war in the Atlantic would be contributory to

the improvement of Japansse-American relations.
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Ths Konoe Message has somewhat eased the tense situation,
temporarily. It has dissipated such hot-headedness as was
manlfested in the demand of the United States to "Fight Japan
Filrstl"™ For the moment, there is thus a lull in the situation.
On the other hand, the message has also had the effect of
causing the United States to take an ineresasingly greater part
in the Atlantic. However, the United States has not in the
least relaxed its economic pressure on Japan, dut is going
ahead with its avowed policy -- a fact worthy of the utmost at-
tention. If the Unlted States continues to carry on economic
warfare agalnst Japan, a measure just short of armed warfare,
the Unitsd States will be able to attain the objectives of 1
war against Japan without firing a shot. This Unitad States
rolicy toward Japan, I believe, will not be changed except in
the event of a great transformatisn in the world political
situation or in the event of a reversal of policy on the part
of Japan. However, of the three pending issues in the
Japanese-American negotiations, two have already been nearly
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settled. (Mr. Hull abides by the principle ol ITe trede and
regards bloc-economy 4SS a CHUSC of war. ne '. now trving to
make this principle prevall in regard to the United ilingdom

‘.‘.L'-

also.) The problem that remains to be setiled ls that of the
stationing of Japancse trocps in China. Cornsidering, in this
connection, the present conditions ol China, 28 .?‘ Hfrin in

vour telegram io. 527, and also considering what in
China's chaotic future, it seems to me that 1T 'fﬂ be ;mpossible
for some vears to come to carry out the complete withdrawal of

the troop

This is a really grave problem. 1 tha =ﬁpﬁnnﬂe-
American understanding depencs fvniﬁmL’”a L;f* 't problem,
and I hone that it will be given fwrther stvdy ©F J° I may
add that I had a talk with MNr. ...,._L two words undecl hurabl_/
Fe said that both the President and tae ;..::: stary ‘tate
sincerely desire Japanssz-American understanding, a;d that the
question of the stationing of troops was the only rénalning

issue.

Perceivine that the matter is of extreme importance, 1
have ventured to submit my views hereiln.




