- . o
S T g e
T | o 'L
- w e &5

- - - -

Y

. 1
=%
_""

F)

r
f

e~
-
&

p 5:6‘//5/7 Ao, S/IED

TR T A SN S S TR TR R




Def. DocCe No. 1882 TI‘anSlatGd by
Defense Language Branch

The Official Gazette, Extra, 24 llarch, 1932,

The Stenographilc Record of the proceedings of the 6lth Session

of the House of Peers in the Imperial Diet, No. <

3itting Opened at 10:09 a.m., Wednesday, 23 March, 1932,

Mr. AR:KI, Sadao, viinister of State.

(Omitted)

1 should like tO give an outline concerning the matters
of the moment that are chiefly in my chargce. The Anti-~Japanecse

movement in China, which has been a great hindrance TO

permanent peace in the Orient and one of the most dcplorable

occurrcnces, has precipitatoely enlivened 1ts activities of

latcr vears and U °€ privileyged rights of our country have

not only becn entirely ignored DY tre Manchurlan authoritics,

has come to Dbce 1aid on Japanesc and

but also grcat pressurc

Koprean residents, antil their insolenco rcsulted in the

slaughtcr of thesc sgcople. Thils serions situation culminated

in t-¢ murder of Japancsc army officoIrSe

ng wcll as those living 1in Monchuria, that have tol

these outragis with paticnco, wave come TO stand face ©

with the imrinent dangore rhis statc of things hasg grown WOIrsSc,

-nd challenged by the riotous act of violgnce tnflictecd by

Chincac soldlers undcy command oOf WwAllG I-CHE in the vicinity of
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PEITAIYING near MUKDEN, the¢ Japancse Troons have been forced
to risc against their will for thelr own sclf-dcefcnsc,

since then, thco Japancsc army has foced with minor forcos

the outnumbcring cnemy, making continous operation night and

day and gectting over various difficultius. On thc¢ other hand,
as we have just recelved herc in the asscmbly an snecouragemcnt
rosolution, wc have met with such an cnthusizstie support,
born of nation-wide public wrath, ae not cxnuricneed for many
years. Thus in unity of the pcople many international crisos
nave beon faced with and borne through.

The Japancse Arfny; in holf a year, havo' opulscd frequent
attacks of cx-soldicr bundlts, mnountcd bandits and Chincsd
plain-clothes soldiers. AT proscnt, the Japuncsc forccs now
staying in Man churia numbcer lesa than 30,000 and are stotloned
in tho vast ~pon of Manchuria and Mongolia more than Two times
and a holf as large as our cmpirc and Are directly chargcd
with protzction of thc 1ives and propertics of the 1,000,000
Japanocsc and Koroan rcaidents and indircetly with the prescrvas=
tion of peacc and welfarc of the 30,000,000 inhabitants. The
aoldicrs have fulfillcd thclr duty with unfailing rcetitudc
to takce up their stand on thc 1ife-1line of nctional defence and
anforunrdcd national sccuritye.

-

1 eonsider the honorablc mumbers arc alrcady well awarc of

4

such infornatlione.
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At thc time of thc outbrecak of the Incident, the Japanese
Army forces were formed of the 2nd Division and the Indcpen-
dent Garrison numbering only 10,400 with the inclusion of
thosc troops scattered in various localltiecs.  The forces in
and about Mukden werc only 4,000 strong at thc time of thoe
Incident. On the contrary, the Chincsc army numbercd aovproxi-
matcly 220,000 in total and thc forces statloned ncar Mukden
were no loss than 14,000. In consideration of this situation,
nt the outbreak of thc conflict, the dispatch of a mixcd brigade

from Korca has been decided on and as is well known, other

troods have been dospﬂtched from home and Korea to mcet the

requircment of various critical moments, In this manner, thc
minor Japanesc forccs have stripped Manchuria of thc mcnace
near LIAOESI and swcept away 211l disturbances 1n North Manchuria,
Bandits have not mercly becen suppressed, but also they have
becn pacificd wifh:kam to the lcast casualitics on thc part

of the Japancsc Army. Thesc cndeavors have rcsulted in the
precscnt rcste On closer rbscervation, however, thc clrcumstances
admit of no optimism and the authoritics concerncd arc now

in hasty cndcavours for measurcs to COPC with the situatlion.,

1t isa matter of coursc that wc hope for the preservation of
antcrnal ncace in Manchuria and her dovelopment even from the
standn int of our own national dcfence and ncodless to say,

for this purposc, the prevailing condition necessitates the
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exlstcnee of the present strength »f the forces, and the more,
1f possible. The respeetive authoritics arc now engaged in
the cxamination of this ecasc., Conccrning the state of things
in SHANGHAI and its vicinity, the Army perceived the ncccssity
of teking up measurcs with decliboration, judging from its
peculiar charactecr different in its nature from the disturbances
in Menchuriz and watched further development, but at the cnd
of Fcbruary, to meet the nced of the omcrgency, it was decided
by the Cabinet council to sond a brigade from Kyushu'and a
division recinforced to a ccrtain dcgrec on 2 program designed
by thc Suprceme Command. In view of the spcecially cormplicatcd
situition »f SHANGHAI, thc army authoritics wished for the
immediate solution >f t he problcm without any blo>odshed from the
start and repeatcdly carricd on negoclations with the Chinese
authoritics, which showecd n»o sincerity and replied with
bo>mbardment. It is a matter of great regret that these
circumstanccecs c¢ompelled us to cXxchango firec.

Thc Chincse army reinforeccd theirp strength with the
guards undcr the c>mmand >f CHILLNG KAI-SHEK in addition t-
the 19th Route »f CANTON then in active position, the whole

strongth totalling 6 divisi-ns, threatcened to take the offensive,

Thereforc, in accordance with our preparcd nlan, two Japanese

divisli-ns and adjunct tr->»ps rcquired for thoe arca have been
despatched and carly this mnth, with onc blow, have irretricvabe

ly deficated the main brdy >f tho cnemys At present the
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Japancse forces arc assombled in a ccrtain limited area in

n state o>f suspcnsion of hostilitics with a viecw to rcstoring
peacce In perfect harmony with the fundamental policics f

the Imperial Government cnd in co-nnerative operatione with

the Navy, the Janancsce Army in due o nsideration »f thc alitua-
ti>n >f t'e time hag succecded in the attainment »f its objceccet,

cvading

the fullescale conflict betwecn Japan and China. The
objeet »>f scnding our troops to the SHLHGHAL arca 18 tac
protcecetion »f the Japanesc residents and the preservation of
pcace in the Internatiosnal Scttlement. Consequently, so long
as China docs nnt mcnace with a largc=-scalc offensive, tihc
Japancesc .rmy authoritics have deceided, acting on thoe intcentlon
of fhc Suprcme Command, to withdraw the orcas »f thelr ~wn
aceyrde In the middlc »f this month, tlic 11th Divisi»an and the
24th mixcd brigadc have been given instructions for cvacua-

tisn and stand-by at home and they arc ncw undacr transnorta-

tin. The Lb)Vl-MQnti)ﬂu%AS the ~utlinc of the impHrrtant

militarj affairs >f which I am in chargec. In view 2f the
sroscnt eonditions, at home and abroad, careful examination of
the nature and dovcelooment Of the Incident shows that it 1s

not only incomparable in its gravity and scrilosusncss with

ywur expcdition to Siberia or with the Manchurisan Incident, but
alsy it nmay be snid toH in ite Importancc cven thoe Pusso=Jdapanesc

War. It is simolv natur~l that the morale of. our so>ldlcrs and




the nation has been cnhancced as 2 rcsult. 1t is our corncst
desire to safeguard tho sceurity of the nation and the poace

;-

and welfarc »f the re2ple by virtud f our loryalty to the

country, unsclfish devotion and exertinn, and our strong unity

and tlhuas t€> 8cC the glorious »onelusione The harm ni us CO=-
yperation of the ..rmy -nd the Novy demonstratcd during the
latecst OPC b: | " execllence of which the Army may
well take prilde, 18 unrivalled in history and it should be
particularly stated that it 1o varth -ur speclal Attentlon,
What with thec august virtuc >f His lMajesty and gids' gracc,
and what with thc anrivalled devotion and loyalty »>f thce
s~ldiczrs, it has boon clorificd that the army dcserves thc
high rcgoard °f the cou a »f the world and that 1t can take
its rcsHlutce stand >n thc unamindus supHhort »f the NEOPLCe

naw downing 1ipsht
f peace 1s nuow boing noticed in the Oricnt. Tmpresscd with
the growing impHorianco £ the rcsponcibllitics, the cuthouritics
c yncoerned aroc 111 deternined, tn oonsideration of yaur nationnl
structurc, to tids "ver the ceriscs by united efforto
socurc national defoenece to cxalt the Imperial yrestig
to cxtend natlonal virtuce at home for the wcll=beling

t 5 abidc by the KODO (The Imperial Way),




of hercby, to make contributisn toward perfect peace of the

¢mpirc, and to redouble our offorts fop the fulfillment of

mr heavy rcesponsibilitics of gunrding and maintaining Our

Imperial Thronc,
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