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ART TREASURES OF TEN GREAT TEMPLES OF NARA
VOLUME XXI

THE TOSHODAIJI TEMPLE

PART 1

The long history of the Téshddaiji temple began
with the Imperial donation of a tract of government
land to Priest Kanshin in 759, who established the
Monastery here in obedience to the commands of the
Emperor Shdmu. The memorable thing in the history
of Japanese Buddhism during the Tempyd era (645-781)
is the systematization of kairitsu rules and command-
ments. The Buddhist doctrine brought into Japan
during the reign of the Emperor Kimmei had by this
time taken a firm hold upon the mind of the upper
classes, but there was a serious lack in the intro-
duction of orthodox kairifsu regulations: there was
no proper initiation ceremony with ten officiating
priests. Hence in 733 the Emperor Shdmu specially
commissioned two Japanese priests who were going
to China to invite a prelate conversant with the
subject. In 742 (the thirtieth year of the T'ang em-
peror Hsitiantsung) they found the very such priest
in Kanshin of the Tamingssi temple of Yangchou,
who accepted the proposal and in the following year
started for Japan with a retinue of about eighty
followers, The party met with a sernies of trals
and was detained for ten long years, At last in
753 they set sail for their second voyage and
in the next year Kanshin and seven other priests
arrived at their destination. In February they
came to the capital ; presently the sacred platform
was raised in front of the Daibutsuden Hall and
here took place a solemn initiation of the ex-Emperor
Shomu, his Consort Kdmyd and the Empress Koken,
and then of four hundred forty-four bonzes.

With the erection of the Kaidan-in or Baptistery
of the Todaiji temple Priest Kanshin lived in the

Tizeniin in the compounds of the temple and
was revered and known by the name of * Great T'ang
Priest.” Given by the Emperor the temple site and
estate in 759, he raised here the first Japanese temple
of the Rifsu sect provided with the sacred platform.
Kanshin died in 763, but his disciples received the
mantle and under the patronage of Kammu and
other emperors the monastery gradually rose to be
one of the greatest temples of Nara. However, its
history as the headquarters of the Rifsu sect in this
country was not undisturbed, for early in the Heian
period (782-897) it adopted the doctrine of the
strongly Brahmanistic Ydgacharya or Shingon sect,
which obtained in the new capital of Kyito, and
from the mid-Heian days down it could not remain
untouched by the general laxity of priestly dis
cipline and its star was on the wane. Reaction set
in from the later Fujiwara to the earlier Kamakura
days when a spirit of purity and regeneration pre-
vailed among the clergy: and the Tdshddaiji pro-
duced under Priest Kaijo, Abbot of the twentieth
generation, two great men Kakusei and Yeison, who
in the Toshddaiji and Saidaiji respectively rendered
distinguished services in reviving the prosperity of
the Ritsu sect in Nara; the rise of Kakusei as the
Abbot of the twenty-first generation in 1244 marked
the restoration of the temple and he carried on an
extensive reparation under the patronage of Yori-
tomo. During the following six hundred years the
temple enjoyed the countenance of Kamakura, Ashi-
kaga and Tokugawa shdguns, feudal lords and other
devotees and kept its unique position as the centre
of the Ritsu sect save for a few sethacks during the




heyday of the Jido and Shingon sects.

PLATE 1 View oF THE TOsuODA TempLe

From the time of the founder Priest Kanshin
down to the earlier days of the Heian period his
followers exerted themselves for the completion of
the temple constructing various buildings and ex-
ecuting Buddhist images to be enshrined therein,
till by the begioning of the Hewan epoch it had be-
come one of the grandest temples in Nara. Miracu-
lously enough the Tdshddaij suflered very little from
a natural calamity or a fire, but the drift of the
times brought it into gradual decay. Only once in
1116 we hear of a repair being made, but little of
any rebuilding or restoration. Thus by the latter
days of the Fujiwara age most of the buildings
were dilapidated except for important structures
such as the Kondd, Kédd and the Eastern Pagoda.
In the revival of the temple at the beginning of the
Kamakura period a number of subsidiary buildings
were constructed and the Kondd, Kidd efe. were
extensively restored to put on guite a new aspect.
Afterwards, though it never suffered from a fire, it
experienced a severe shock of earthquake in 1506,
159 and during the Kambun era (1661-1672) and
the builldings went into decay one after another.
Inspite of the shagun Tsunayoshi's protection in the
Genroku era (1688:1703) they could not retrieve its
fortunes. The only buildings we see now are the
Kondd, Kodd, Kord, Shdrd, Raidd, Kaizandd, Hozd,
Kydzd and priests’ apartments, all the rest having
been devastated by time and elements. The Kond),
the most important of all its edifices, has fortunate-
ly escaped all these disasters and remained nearly
as it was in the Tempyd period with all its Buddhist
images intact, even though there are not without
some slight alterations visible both in the building
and in the statuary.

Peates IV Tue Koxpd or Maiy HaLL
Hewcur, 51 ft. 3} in.

PLates VI Door ok THE Koxpd

PraTes VIFIX  Tue INTERIOR OF THE KoNDd)

PLATES X-XI  OrRNAMENTAL DESIGNS OF THE
CEILING

Prates XII  Shibi ok FINIAL ORNAMENT
PLATES XIHEXVIL PLANS OF THE Kosp)

The prostyle oclastyle Kond) stands foremost
among all extant structures of the Nara period, Its
unique feature of the front portico with eight
columns 18 said to be typical of palaces of the times.
However, the columns have no longer the * entasis"
or an outward curvature of profile, as seen in the
architecture of the Asuka period. Bracket-systems
now perfected into the milsuto type are superimposed
in the threefold mulesaki style and support a grand
roof adormed with finial ormmaments called shibi at
each end of the topmost ridge (the western one is a
later restoration). It will be noticed that the scale
of such architectural details is large and powerful.
Shirin props low and slanting slowly are used.
Kacrumata ornamants and fsunaei-kbryd (connecting-
beams) are executed with fine varied mouldings. They
are all panted red. The shirin props and shirin
panels show a faint trace of their polychrome
decorations. The front doors are also painted with
several medallions of the original Tempyl times,
giving witness o a unique method of ornamenting
door-leaves at the time. The interior 1s divided into
the chancel and the ambulatory. On the platform
of the former are installed the images of Rushana
or Virocana Buddha (centre), Yakushi (east), a Thou-
sand-Handed Kwannon (west) and guardian deities
of Buddhism—Brahma, Indra and Four Horizon
Gods of the Universe. The coifered ceiling of the
chancel 1s supported on a frieze-like band of slanting
shirin props, which rise from the kofemjé or second-
ary ceiling running along the four sides of the
chancel, and s provided with four parallel kérvo
beams carried across from front to back. The
panels of the ceiling and the shirin are enriched with
fullcoloured designs consisting of Buddhas, Bod
hisattvas, hdésoge flowers, scrolls and clouds. Ac-
cordidg to an old document preserved in the temple,
it appears that the wooden partition at the back of
the platform was originally decorated with a Buddhist
painting,

The Kondd having undergone reparation in 1270,

1321-1323, 1692 and 1898 is somewhat altered ; for
instance the topmost ridge is raised a little and
consequently the roof has become slightly steeper.
Nevertheless the structure preserves its original
proportions in the main and stands preeminent among
the relics of the Nara architecture. Above all it
presents a most successful facade with boldly
projecting eaves and a noble colonnade of eight
gigantic columns. Indeed the portico impresses the
visitor with a certain sense of depth and gravity,
which accords well with the majestic deities en-
shrined in the chancel. The most notable features
of the interior are the treatment of the coved com-
partment ceiling and its coloured decoration, which
reached its highest development in the ornamen-
tation of the Hdddd or Phoenix Hall at Uji.

Prates XVIHI-XX RussANA Buppua (Konpd)
Seated statue. Dry lacquer over hollow frame.
Height, 11 ft. 11 in.

Prates XXI PART OF THE MANDORLA
Wooden. Height, 16ft. 81 in.

The main deity of the Kond) contemporaneous
with the building represents like the Great Image
of the Tddaiji Rushana Buddha presiding over the
Lotus-Universe, to whom the greatest homage was
paid in the Tempyd era. The statue is made of a
hollow shell of lacquered cloths and is covered with
gold leaf. This method of workmanship or kyacha
(dry lacquer) as it is called is said to have been
introduced from China as early as the reign of the
Emperor Tenchi (662-672) according to an old
document, but its fashion was seen in this period
and ceased with the decline of the Tempyd culture,

The mission led by Priest Kanshin contained a
large number of artists—painters, sculptors, jewellers,
decorators efe. It is therefore indisputable that the
arts of the Toshddaiji are in a direct descent from
T'ang arts of China. This is also the reason why
a certain grandeur in expression and matured
skill in execution should mark the present image and
its companions Yakushi and A Thousand-Handed
Kwannon and distinguish them from contemporary
works such as to be found in the Sangwatsudd of

the Tédaiji efc., which more or less show signs
of modification of sculptors’ art by the hand of
native artists.

The image strikes us with majesty and spiritual
grandeur—an impression largely due to the unity
and freedom from meticulosity with which the well
rounded and dignified colossus is rendered. The
effect is the more strengthened by its imposing
mandorla and rich lotiform seat raised on the
pedestal powerfully executed. All this is brought
home when we compare this work with later pieces,
say Jochd's productions in the mid-Heian period. It
has a comparatively large head, a full face with a
broad and rather angular brow, elongated eyes and
rich cheeks, a short and thick neck and a well-fed
frame with ample chest and limbs, Altogether they
may sometimes give a slight suggestion of heaviness.
Whereas the profile is very beautiful showing fine
clongated eyes, wellcut lips and a straight nose,
full of severity and beauty. The folds of drapery
numerous in the front part are very naturally rendered.
No less beautiful is the modelling of hands, A
flame-shaped topmost fragment of the mandorla in
PraTe XXI, itself a complete piece of an open-work
mandorla, is as rich as it is simple and is replete

with the effect of gravity.

PraTes XXILXXIV Yakusui-Nvoral (Koxnd)
Standing statue, Dry lacquer over hollow frame.
Height, 12 ft. 11 in.

Like the image of Rushana this piece is also done
in the dakkatsu (lacquered hollow frame) method and
is overlaid with gold leaf, dating, as Rushana and
Kwannon do, from the time of the erection of the temple
itself. As stated above, these works are typical of a
newly introduced Chinese technique in the later Nara
epoch somewhat exotic and characterized with more
gravity than refinement, as is evident when compared
with the prevailing style of the same T'ang origin,
which, introduced earlier, seems to have something
Japanese about it. We notice that this statue of Yaku
shi is by a different hand from the author of Rushana
as is shown by the lack of such exquisite details as
Rushana's hands and features, although it is not




without its peculiar charms as in the beautiful
rendering of sleeves flowing gently from its elbows.
Probably the mandorla belongs to Kwannon and
that of the latter to Yakushi.

PLATES XXV-XXVII A Tuousasp-Haxpep Kwan-
NON
Standing statue. Dry lacquer over wooden frame.
Height, 12 ft. 7 in.
PLAaTes XXVIIEXXIX  MANDORLA

This wonderful image of a thousand-handed Kwan-
non is made of wood applied with a thin layer of
lacquer and covered with a gold leaf. A mysterious
legend is told about its authorship ; it is traditional-
ly believed that the statue was made by a super-
human being, though its companion pieces Rushana
and Yakushi are attributed to sculptors under Priest
Kanshin. The belief may be partly accountable from
its towering figure with the mystic eleven faces and
the radiation of an innumerable hands, an object of
wonder to the earlier devotees of Buddhism quite
unaccustomed with such colossal images combin-
ing originality with ingenuity. Besides the facial
expression has something strange about it: in its
broad brow and full cheeks it resembles Yokushi,
but its eyes wide open are instinct with an air
of mysterious majesty, which is also recognizable
in Rushana, but not in so marked a degree as
in this piece. In general disposition of parts
and execution of details the work has much in
common as is evident in its straight figure, the
modelling of its face, shoulders, chest, hands and
waist as well as the arrangement of drapery. The
genius of the sculptor is best seen in the disposition
of hands, actually pumbering a thousand. At the
first blush they seem to consist of two groups, that
is forty-two larger hands and the remaining smaller
ones, but in reality endless care has been taken to
vary their size and position according to their re-
lative position so as to produce unity in effect. The
mandorla which properly belongs to Yakushi as
stated above is a typical Tempyd work in its vigorous
as well as graceful design of floral and flame
arabesques,

PLATES XXX-XXXV  BoONTEN OR BRANMA

Standing statue. Wooden & coloured.
Height, 6 ft. 2| in.

PLATES XXXVI-XXXIX  TAsHAKU oR INDRA
Standing statue. Wooden & coloured.
Height, 6 ft. 3 in.

The statues of guardian deities of Buddhism here
installed, though much smaller than the trio of
great images, were produced in the same period.
Carved in wood to a great extent, it is then finished
in lacquer, a method of execution producing the kyé-
cholike effect and eventually becoming the model
for sculptors of the Heian period (782-897). In the
Toshddaiji are found a large number of such statues
to be regarded as the prototype of Heian works. In
the rendering of hair and lower parts of drapery
these pieces show a soft and tender modelling by
the application of a thick layer of lacquer. Supple folds
of drapery are also due to the use of this medium and
make a striking contrast with sharp lines of drapery
in the Heian sculpture. The same high standard of
skill as shown in the principal works is to be witnessed
in the manner of workmanship of their pose, facial ex-
pression and other details—in the beautiful eves and
eye-brows, wellcut nose and lips, and tender full
cheeks, closely resembling the majestic Rushana—
almost suggesting at the same authorship.

During the reparation of 1917 scribblings in India
ink were discovered on the upper side of the lotus:
pedestal, concealed by the hexagonal slab. They
are inere caricatures scrawled stealthily by Tempyd
artists but have a touch of human interest to think
they were done in playful mood, to divert them-
selves in the intervals of their serious work. It is
not unexampled to find such scribblings in Bud-
dhist images of the Nara times.

PraTes XLXLVID Suirennd (Konpd)

Standing statues. Wooden and coloured.
Height, (Jikokuten) 6 ft. 1in. (Zdchdten) 6 ft. 24 in.
(Komokuten) 6 ft. 2{ in. {Tamonten) 6 ft. 2 in.

These wooden statues of Four Heavenly Kings
are each carved out of a single block, lacquer being
used for the modelling of hair only. As is usual

with such images, their pose and the disposition of
limbs have something stiff about them. This led
the artist to lay a greater stress on the facial
expression of the unbridled fury. The art of carv-
ing exhibited in these excellent Shitennd pieces is
characterized with firmness and vigour showing
thewr sculptor belonged to the same school as that
of the carver of Bonten and Taishaku, or possibly
may have been the wdentical artist.

PLATE XLIX Tue TAsLET oF THE TOsHODAIN
Wooden. Height, 4 ft. 10! in,

This tablet deprived of its ornamental frame and
part of the panel was given, according to temple tradi-
tion, by the Empress Kdken in 751, when the temple
was founded, and the handwriting 15 also said to be
by the Empress herself. Originally it appears to
have been hung up on the Kodd or otherwise on
the Chimon. The calligraphic style 1s typical of the
Nara date.

Prates LLIT  MeEMORIAL STATUE OF PRrIEST
KANSHIN
Seated statue. Papiermichd & coloured.
Height, 2 ft. 8l in.

This image of Priest Kanshin is enshrined in the
Kaizandd or Founder' Hall. The story goes that one
night in March, 755, Ningi, one of the Priest's
Chinese disciples, dreamt that a huge beam in the
Kodd collapsed and broke in two and regarding this
ominous of the Master's death, he forthwith asked
Shitaku, another Chinese pupil of Kanshin, to make
this memorial state. It represents an blind old man
seated calmly and beaming with tenderness, giving
expression 1o the spiritual greatness of this noble
priest. The figure is very unusually modelled in
papiermaché and like a drylacquer work is charac-
terized with smooth and flowing rhythm with which
the material is handled, Above all the priestly robe
is more naturally indicated than by the use of dry
lacquer, For its date we may probably accept the
tradition and attribute it to the Nara epoch con-
sidering its powerful techmque.

Prates LIV.LV  MEMORIAL STATUE OF DA
BosAaTsu

Seated statue. Wooden & coloured.
Hewght, 2 ft. 10! in

The image s also installed in the Kaizandd beside
that of Priest Kanshin. Daihi-Bosatsu or Priest
Kakusei 1s a great man who revived the prosperity
of the Tishddaiyi when its star waned in the thir-
teenth century.  Sevenly years after his death, which
occurred in 1249, he was given the honourable post-
humous title of Daihi-Bosatsu by the Emperor Go-
daigo. The statue is composed of a number of
wooden blocks and crystals are used for eves. On
the inside of the back we find the inscription
giving the name of sculptor Jokei and the date
1395, The man s known to be the carver of the now
lost Two Deva Kings Jikokuten and Zochiten origin
ally installed in the Chimon of the Kdfukuji temple,
but except the present piece none of his works has
been preserved. That he belonged 1o Kdkei's school
as 15 mentioned in the mnscription is attested by a
certain similarity this bears to Kdkei's works such
as Six Patnarchs of the Hoss) Sect in the Nanyendd,
the Kdfukuji temple, for instance in the execution
of thick parallel folds raised high and somewhat
lacking unity. At any rate it is interesting to see
that the artist kept to the tradition of Kokei with
success down in the end of the fourteenth century,
when sculpture was fast going downhill, The piece
was repaired in 1693,

PLates LVELXXVI Tue “TOspipes " SCroLL
Five rolls in colours on paper.
Length, (I 50ft. 7iin. (0164 ft. 634n. ()
4814t 5lin. (V) 551t 2in. (V) 51ft. 9 in
Height, 11t 28,

The Tosewden or Eastern Mission Scroll depicts
the lifestory of Priest Kanshin in five rolls, of
which the first was done in 1298 by Rengyd or Ro-
kubei as he was popularly called, As the inscription
shows, the scroll was presented to the Toashddaij
by Priest Ninshd of the Gokurakuji temple, Kama-
kura. The name of the painter and date were
never inscribed in picturerolls before Kamakura
date, but later we sometimes find such probably
owing to the influence of Chinese paintings of the




Sung and Yian dynasties, which were abundantly
brought into Japan at the time. Compared with
contemporary scrolls in the native Yamatoye style,
the work under notice is characterized with the
introduction of the Sung and Yuan technique
of painting, which was in great fashion in reli
gious as well as secular pieces. Another reason
for this peculiarity is that the subject-matter of the
present picture largely consists of Chinese scenes
and Chinese manners and customs. Agamn, the
painter being a native of Kamakura, the new centre
of religion and learning under Chinese inspiration,
it is no wonder that he should have adopted the
newly introduced Chinese workmanship. Herein
we notice the antithesis of Kydto and Kamakura,
the former representing the old classic style of
painting and the latter the new Chinese style. It
must be remembered, however, that even in the native
school some made use of the lessons of the rival
Chinese school, for instance Yen-i's lllustrated History
of Priest Ippen, the subject of which, however, made
the painter lay great stress on Yamatoye-like beauties.
In draftsmanhip virile and direct this shows the
assimilation of a great lesson from Chinese painting.
Also it avoids the gorgeous decorative treatment in
colours usual with the native school, Only the
delineation of crowds of people and their movements
are not so cleverly done and the the consequence
is that the general effect is apt to become stiff and
formal. To sum up, the painter makes it his
principal object to tell the story not so much as to
delineate the mood of his scenes. It is noticeable
that the pupils of the eye are all drawn with a
peculiar stare. Altogether we may pronounce this
scroll a very successful one diversified with con-
trast and variety.

Synopsis of Scenes Reproduded

Plate LVI Kanshin with his father visiting the
Daiunji temple in his native province as a boy of

fourteen.

Plate LVI1 His religious awakening at the sight
of Buddha's image and joining the priesthood.
Plate LVIII Japanesse priests departing for China

following Mikado's envoy to the T'ang court in 734,

Plate LIX Kanshin building a ship for his Japan-
ese mission.

Plate LX Discord among his followers inducing
one of them to make a false charge against the
Priest.

Plate LXI Officials coming to arrest the party.

Plate LXII Part of the Text

Plate LXIII Banishment of four Japanese bonzes
in the party, Kanshin, though cleared of the
charge, having been forbidden to visit Japan.

Plate LXIV Kanshin's second attempt at the
Japanese expedition ending in a shipwreck.

Plate LXV Kanshin moved by the Japanese
priests’ earnest desire and determining to make
his disciple search for a sea-worthy vessel.

Plates LXVI-LXVII Kanshin and his followers
making a march in the snow and stopping at
the Kokusein temple.

Plate LXVIII The Japanese priests joining them
and talking over the voyage.

Plate LXIX ‘Their ship putting to sea and having
a stormy passage.

Plate LXX A giant terrifying the ship at anchor.

Plate LXXI They being enthusiastically received
by officials and people and giving a divine
service.

Plate LXXII Lamenting over the death of one of
the Japanese priests.

Plate LXXIII They meeting the Japanese envoy
and being invited to take his ship.

Plate LXXIV Their arrival in Japan.

Plate LXXV The vice-envoy going to inform the
Emperor of Kanshin's arrival.

Plate LXXVI The Emperor expressing his wish to
receive Buddhist commandments from Kanshin,
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