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THF UNIT®D STAT®S OF AMFRICA, et al
ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DRFOSITION (Translation)
Deponent: FTRA§FHiroshi

T, FUHA, Hiroshi, of lawful age, being first duly sworn
in accordance with the customs in my country, deapose and state

¥y name is FUUHA, Hiroshi, During the recent wap T held
many positions as Starfr Officer of various armirs, T was
appointed Starys Officer of the 15th Army on January 19. 1943,
Staff Officer of the Burms Area pArmy on-Mapech-18, 1943 | sStarf
Officer of the 7th Apas Arry on July 12, 1944, Stafs Of ficep

1Y

of the 1st General Army on April-6, 1945, and starr Cfficer
of the 12th Area Army on June 15, 1945,

I have been agked what I inow concerning the organiza-
tion, commang responsibllity and Command Channels, aespeclally
of the 7th Area Army, with which army I served as stafr
Officer from July, 1944, unti1l April, 1945, 7The 7th Araa
WAS organizcd 4pril 19, 1944, underp the Southern General am
and 1ts fip .+ Commandaredin-Chief was the aeccused DCHIHARA ,
Kenji, who helg this post from April, 1944, unti1l April, 19«
when the commanad was taken over Oy General Itaze¥i, who helg
the post fronm APril, 1945, untiy August, 1945, phe C ommand

Jurisdication of the 7th Area Army was Malaya Sumatra, Java
and Britigsh Borneo. Borneo was divided into a British aren

the preservation of PeaCo lin the British area and the Navy
was oharged with that in *he Duteh area, Consequently the
Army had no jurisdiction Whatsocver over the Duteh area,

The Borneo garrison, - component of the 7th Ares ATMy
'was the unit directly resporisible , Howsver, repeated attacks

The need for generanil reorgenization became of Imrediate
urgency and the Borneo garrison was, in August, 1044, ne.
érganized into the 37th Army and at the same time was withdrawn
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from the commend of the 7th Area Army and placed under the
direct commend of the Southern Army. . Consequently the come
mander of the 7th Area Army had no further responsibility and
no direct command whatsoever over its operations and actions.
This move resulted, of course, in the removal of all things
relating to British Borneo from the command of the 7th Area
Army as of August, 1944,

Moreover, at no time was any prlsoner of war camp located
within the territerial jurisdiction of the 7th Area Army
ever under 1ts control. They wecre aalwayps under the direct
control of the Southern army, vwhich was a superior command
to that of the 7th Arca army. The Commander-in-Chief of the
Southern Army, Marshall Terauchi, controlled the administra=-
tion of these cgamps and placed the responsibility for each
camp dircctly upon the camp commander. Conscquently, in
areas such as the territorial jurisdiction cowercd by the 7th
Area Army, the interinodiate commanders and no responsibility
whatsoever in respect to the adminlatration of prisoncrs of
war, and were no authorlzed to, and could not issuec any order
concerning them, Thelr only responsihility was a functional
resoonsibility and not one of adminintrztion. Thelr duty
was limited strictly to secutrisy; to gunrd the camps of
prisoners of war, or take measures whcre necessary to safsguard
them from enemy attack. They had no volce whatsoever in the
administration of the camps or in the trecatment of tho
prisoners of war. Porhaps I have not made myself elcar in
roferring to intermediate commanders. In this particular
instanco + @mrm s speaking with reference to security channeols
only and nhave no refercnce whatsoever to command chkrnionncls.
In tho chain of scecurity command there is first, the comman: e
in-Chlef of thc Southern Army, the Commander of tho Arca Ar: . ,
and the Commandder of a subordinate army or garrison. Tho
intornedinte commnanddgr to whom I have referonce would be the
commanddrr of tho army and not the commandderr of the Arca Arm-,
In order to clareff;this affidavit, I have prenared a chart
showing command channols and sccurity channels onlys This
chart, which I incorparatc as a port of my affidavit, cloarly
depicts the two channcls to which I have made refaerence,
The situatlon then boils d-wn to this proposition. Full
responglbllity for the administration and treatment of prisoncrs
of war was undeér the dirced couiand of the Commander-in~Chicf
of the 32uthern Army. 3Sccurity of prisoner of war cappgs was
the dircct rosponsibllity of the army or garrison comander,
as the case might be. Thc 4Lrec Army commander had no respon-
8ibility or authority whatsoszvers The Commander-in~Chiof
of the Southern Army, in addition to rescerving to himself the
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direct administration thercof and the treatment of the pri-
soners of war, also rescrved to his command ~ ship transe
portation and naval units and army aeriallunits, including
alr fleld service, Thesc units and services, in addition to
that of the prisoner of war camps, cven if located within the
territorial jurisdiction covered by an Areca Army, werec not

in any manner subjcet to any command function of any kind
exercised by the Commaonder of the Lren Army.

On this 16 day of April, 1947,

At Tokzo.

DEPONENT /s/ KUMA, MHiroshi. (scal)

KA T
I, ¥8$8, Takahisa hercby certify that the above statc-
ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature
and seal thereto in the presencc of this Witnecss,

On the same date,
AT T")kTOn '

E#Tb 7&£;w£gmw

Witness: /s/—EEﬁérﬁdE&hiaa \scal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear £t~ toll the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/s/ FUHA, Hiroshi (seal)
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