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Evidence tcken before Mr. Justice MUNSFIEID in Sydney on
Fridey, 16th MNovember J945.

| r_m:aﬂﬂfa Cpl. CROFT, Georgt slexanier, Ls0C, attached 2/30 Bn,
| being duly sworn gives th. following evidence;

¥ | T am MNX33865 Cpl. CROUT. George Alewandar, LAOC, attached 2/30

' | Bi. On 23 January 1942 T was in st. vririck:s Hospital wita tinea. I was

; boarded for home; hcewever., Mujor Fab carme n for volunteers 10 relieve tho
g sick men and T volwaieorzd to go. e were .n The skin section at St. patrick'
and we were taken to the main hospiral et ¥otonga., e were put into two
trucks which hed tas ®sd Cress o ke bomnsss, The first truck went out

and was immediately followed Ly vhe wsevond ia which T was travelling, ‘e had
not gone very for when tho firss truest pulled up. gpun rouad, and wont back
past us, ‘e ctiempted to turn, gov huol’-way rourd on the road, tnd a machine
gun opened fire on us, The truck was hit and it sLvopped across the road. a
fer; of those in the back of the *ruck got out and roan and got away. 76,
Lowever, were surrounded and teken by the ;rapaneaa,’,' who made us sit down s0
we could not escape. =

~ -

e

An sustralion cfficer from the Con Depot came up, arguing the point
with the Japanese and asking tha®t wes be token bick as we wore sick men.
Actunlly, we were supposed to be going to the Con Depot in Singepore. The
Jopanese would not listen. Cne chap who was hit through the knee with a
machine gun bullet was allowed to go but not the rest. 1

T -

s ™

| rThey marched us along the rond level with the machine gun post and
) turned right away frocm Fotong. ( e were taken about three miles by road and ,
I placed in nctive huts, fThere werc ninc Lustralians,/ In the room there were *r
civilians - Furopeans and Tamils. ‘e were mede to s8it on the floor vhere we

14
y could get in and were not questioned at all,
|

!_ ;'_}'c: were there so long cnd the Japanese gucrd came in and took out 1
three men with their hands ticd together. /e thought they werc being token
' out for guestioning; it was not long before three shots rang out cnd left :
' no doubt as to what had happened. They kept coming in and going out, toking
' . three each time and then therc would bc more shots,

| Y was in the last threc to go. °‘'e were taken to the front room
and made to sit down and then blindfolded., e were then led outside, still
| ticd together, and made to sit down not far from the house. Tt was not

‘ long beferc something crashed into me and I wes knocked back, I was caught
!

h-'nd-*"l- . ™ 9

by the heel and throvn into & drain., I kncw whet would happen if T moved 8o
T just lay there. Inter I slipped the blindfold and had a lock. I couldn't
see anyone cbout und it was getting right on dark then and so I untied myself. L
slipped off my boots and crawled out of the drain., I got through a double -

barbed wire fcnce, my idec being to go back to ¥ctong Hospitels I wes wounded !
a bullet having entered the left side of my head about the cheekborne tnd out +
on the right side of th¢ back of my neck., I was spitting blood, aund there .1
was blood everywhore., I sct Cown under a tree to rest. It was dark and I '




Evidentiary pocument # 50454
- 2-

was in a rubber plantation, I went %o sleevp and never woke till dawn. I

started off and staried to ged waakoer and weokor and I was getting bushed.

I did not know then That capitulatica had taken place the night before and
‘ natives I met would not have anythiang to do with me., Then 28 discovered I

«
i
.
.
]
R
s
L
4

:

A —

could not speak. |

I wandered roung and round and finally came to a place where
rortugesc people, a ixan a2l nis wifs and a fow children, lived, The woman
wanted to wash me ce soor 28 she saw n. They spoke Pnglish, but this chap
told her not to ianterterv wirh me ce it night do me more harm than good.
They gave me a cup of soffee and iv ron cul ths sids of my neck. He took |
me down the rocd :md put m: on thoe treck through the bush leading to the -
hospital., A littie Chinesz giri raa ahea! to the hospital and two orderlies
camme out and mot me. Tacy wers jastralian orderlics from the A.G.H. and they
took me into the hospitcl frca faere I was six months in hospital.

Pl e B Lo s B A & :

il B i

I coule not identify the ixn who fired on the ambulance and later .
did the shooving, but most of them wore hig bushy beards; they were in ¢
uniform. .

I have difficulty in speaking. I get & cold easily and cannot |
swallow food correctly, If I pret anything hot I slobber and I also get bad j
cramps from the side of my face down to the throat. The bullet cut the back '
of my tongue. *{:I never spoke from February to November _J and T had to bc fed
through a tubc. I spent thc rest of the period in Changi as a prisoner of
‘ar. I was in charge of the bootmaking branch and had 32 bootmlkers under
me. J was servicing everyone'!s boots - Italion, pDutch, pritish, Australian,
Japanese and ¥oreans,

'"Then the Japanese sent their boots to be mended in most cases
they scnt maetericl with them. V¢ hed 4 ¥orewa Quartermzgster at the stare
all the time cad they hod theizx own matepial Iocked up in a locker, hen
we wanmted to mend Australicn oné rnglish boots we used motor tyre and also
had some stuff manufuctured out of raw latex. They 2lso supplied us with
a bit of yckla which weos not ruch good. 0ld kit bogs were cut up for uppers.
¢ did 70, 80, 100 repoirs o day and hoed two shifts running for o long
while. 7e used to work from 8 or 9 in the morning to 5 p.m. and then the
other shift would come on and work to 10.30 ot night. T wore wcoden clogs
Which Y made for myself or any old pair of boota at 2ll.

Bl W

I had no trouble with the Japenese as regards bashings. S

Quite o fcw Japcnese officers came in and clso Japanese and Korean
soldiers. I spent gquite a lot of time moking sword belts for them also.,
The Korecn Quartermcster was Oyama Debushi, who was a good type as they go. E

"e had no boot repairing equipment. In the luoter steges, after -

we had struggled along for about two years, they brought out from town
about a dozen pairs of pinchers, which were uselcess.

wd™. BET i'.l"

-

dk

-'.-.-q.—-l-_—
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The Jopancse had their om army boot shop at Singapore but I
never saw it. fThey had zcchinery thore., Tase recson they tock their boots
to us instead of *axing tacw there was thnt they wore getting a bovter job
from us than from their owi pcov.e. The Chiresc did cn excellent job but B
they werc also geiting an axccllent price at that time and they were
getting it done from us far nothinz,

I was in tre gfelrrarg fauare ineident. I know @ chap who has
photoa of it ard I will try to get some for *he Commnission,
I cexrtify that this ovidence ig true and ccrrece,
Taken befaore mc at Srdncy

on priday 16th November 194l (signed) G.A. CROFT,

(8igned) A,J. MANSFIZLD.
Commissioncr.,
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l/xridentiu-y Decument #5045.

Evidence taken befere M. Justiee MARSFIEID in Sydney en
Friday, 16th Nevember 1945.

e S

NX33886 Cpl. CROFT, Geerge Alexander, AAOC, attached 2/30 Bn,
being duly swern gives the fellewing evidence;

I am Nx33886 Cpl. CROFT, Geerge Alexander, AAOC, attached 2/30
Bi. On 23 January 1942 I was in St. Patriek's Hespital with tinea. I was
bearded fer hems; hewever, Major Hunt eame in fer velunteers te relieve the

mmm.ﬂimtruthcmnopot sams up, arguing the peint
takan back as we wers siek men,
ntn-m.nmowtohopmuthocmwtmmwh The

Japanese weuld net listen. One ehap whe was hit threugh the kmee with a
nchmmmnnmammugommmnn.

:
E
:
B
;
:
3
g

read level with the mmehine gun pest and
taken abeut three miles by read and

Australians. /| In the reem these were
8it en the fleer where we

tegether. we theught they were being taken
out fer questiening; it was net leng befere three shets rang eut and left
ne

deubt as te what had happened. They kept seming in and geing sut, taking
thrumhti-nlthmthwomldhmmtl.;‘
and

I was in the last three te go. We ware taken te the freat Ieem
made te sit dewa and them blindfelded. e were then led eutside, still

tied tegether, and made te sit dewn net far frem the heuse. It was net

the
I jJust lay there. Iater I slipped the blindfeld and had a leek, 7T seuldn't

8¢ anyens abeut and it was getting right nurkthnnlu:[untiodwulr.
mppdmwbutnmmldlmtdthodnh. I got threugh a deuble

barbed wire fence, my idea being te ge back te RKateng Hespital, I was weumded
& bullet having entered the left side ef myv head abeout the eheekbene and eut
ek the

baek of my was spitting bleed, and there
a tree te rest. It was dark and T
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was in a rubber plantatiem. I went te sleep and never weke $ill dawn, I

mmmuummmmmzmmmm.
I did not know thenm that eapitulatien had takem plasg the night befere amd
mtimxmmnuthwomthhgtobnthm. Then I dissevered I

mnntlpukj

Imummm:mmfmuymtoapluowh.ro
Wmh.tmaﬂm-m.murnohim. lived. The weman
mt-dton:h-uucnuﬂamn. They speke English, but this echap

hcuttomtmmdth-uitudnhummtmgod.
annmﬁuﬂumummﬁ.modwn&. He teek
mdmthorululput-uthomwthchuhlﬂingutha

E

hespital, A little Chinese girl ren ahead te the hespital and twe erderlies
came sut and met ne, mqmmmmmuun-thox.a.n. and they
took ms inte the hespital frem thers. I was six menths in hespital.

I ooule met identify the men whe fired oen the ambulamee aad later
did the sheoting, but mest ef them were big bushy beards; they were in

I have diffieulty in speaking. I get a oeld easily amd samnot
swalleow feed cerrectly. If:lgotmth:lngh.txnlobborm:[alngotm
eraxps frem the aide of my fase down te the threat, e bullet cut the baek
otwt-:::;ociwlp-hnuroh-ulrytom ahd T had te be fed
$threugh a - I speat the reat eof the peried in i as a prisemer of
yar, xmuwdmmmmmmszhum-mu
ms. I was sexrvieing everyeme's beets - Italian, puteh, British, Australian,
Japanese and Foreans.

had semes stuff menufactured eut of raw latex, They alse supplied us with
yakla which was not much goed. 014 kit bags were cut up fer uppers.
lmmsammmm-hirtammhgr-rnhng
8 er

9 in the meraing teo 5 p.m. and then the
mmm-nmmto-m.juuu@t. I were weoden clogs

which Imlofuwulform:oldpairotbntllt all,
Ihumtrmblnﬂththonpumurqul-buhingn.

Quite a few Japanese efficers came im and alse Japanese and Kerean
seldiers. I speat guite a let ef time making swerd belts fer them alse.
mmmmmﬂmwmmmhi. whe was a geed type as they ge.

we hll ne beet repairing equipment, Ia the later stages, after
we had struggled aleng fer abeut twe yeara, they breught eut frem tewn
abeut a dezem pairs ef pinehers, whieh were useless.
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Evidentiary pocument /!5045,
Evidence tcken hefore 1y, Justice MUISFIRID in Sydney on
¥ridey, 16th Novemler 1945,

—— e T e —

F_I{x33686 Crl. CROFT, Georg: ,lexander, .,is00, attached 2/30 Bn,
being duly sworn gives the followirs; oridence;

I am Mx33886 Cul. CRODYN. Jeorge Alexecndar, 4400, attachcd 2/30
Bi. On 23 January 1942 T was in 85. epolrick:s Hospatel wisa tigew. T wus
boarded for home: however, Mrjor Hind came '@ Tor vejurscers toe relieve the
sick men and T volunizor=d bto go 8 wyars 11 “lie gkin section at St. patrick!
and we were token fo tne muin ho=pilol es ¥otonwa., e were put into two
trucks which htéd tas Jed Croas cn the Maonssis, the 23ret bek wont out
and wvas immediatvsly follewed Ly ihe seroud in whith T was travelling, Je had
nct gone very far when the firet fruce puiled up. spun rouvad, and wient back
pust us, ‘e cliempted to twrn, get nulf-wav round cn the rocd, &nd a machine
gun opened fire on us:. Tho truck weos hit and it slopped ucrass the rcade 4
few of thosc in the back of the *ruck got out and ron and got Qva/e. 1€,
uowever, were surrounded and taken by the Jjapenese, who made us sit down ao
wo could not escape., +

An gustralian cfficer from the Con Depot came up, acrguing the point
with the Japanese and asting thadt we be token brck as we wure sick men,
Actually, we were supposcd tc be going wo the Con Depot in Singapore. Tho
Japanese would not ligtcn. (Cne zhap vwho was hit through the kmnee with a
machine gun bullet was allowed to Zo but no: the rest.

They marched ue along the rond level with the muchine gun post and
turned right awcy from retong. ( 'e werc token about three miles by road and
pleced in nctive huis, fThere werec nine .;,_uatralicna:,f In the room there werc
civilians - Muropenns and Temils. ‘s nwere made to sit on the floor wherc o
could gei in and were not quectioned at a2ll,

o —

,i’,}'e were there so long orl the Jopanese guard came in and took out
three mon with their hands tied to,ether. /6 thiought they werc being tcken
out for guestioning; if{ was not icng before three shots rang out cnd left
no doubt as to what had happencd. mThey kept coming in and going out, taking
three each time and then there would be :more shois,

-  —

I was in the last threc to go., "¢ were taken to the front rocom

and made to sit down ard then blindfolded. e vere then led ouiside, still
tied together, and made tc sit dovm not far from the house, Tt was not
long beferc something crashed invo me ard T wes knocked buck. T woa caught
by the heel and tororm into 2 drain., I knew whot would huppen if I moved so
I Just lay there. Iater I slippcd the blindfold znd had a lock. I couldn't
see cnyone cbout cnd it was getiing right on dark then cnd so T untied myself ,
slipped off my boots and ercwled cut of the drain, T &0t tarough a double
barbed wire fonce, my idec being to zo back to Kctong Hospitcl, I was wounded
a bullet having entered the left sides of my head cboub the cheekbone cnd out

{ on the right side of the back of my nsck,, I was spitting blood, and there
was blood everywhere, I sct dovm under a tree to rest. it vas dark and I

'“ﬂh
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was in a rubber plantation, 7T went %o slcep und never woke vill dawvm, I
started off ang started to ge* weakcr and weaker and T ras getvting tushed,
I did not know then that capitulation hag taken place the night before angd

netives I met would not have anyihing to do with me, mhen })I discovecred T
could not speak, 7} ‘

I wandered round and roung and finally cuame to a place where
Portugesc people, a man tad his wife and a faw children, lived, The oman
wanted to wash e o 8ocn as sheo saw m-, They snoke Inglish, but this chap
told her not to iatest cre with me as it michit do me more harm than zood.
They gave me a Cup of ccifee and it ran oot ths side of my neck, He took
& down the road ang Dus ms on the fresk thre g the kush leading to the
hospital, A litile chiaeso &irl ran ezt to ths hospital and tro crderlies
Cliie out and met me, They vare . usbralian crierlies from tho 4 G.d. and they
took me into the hospital from there. I Wis 8ix months in hospitol,

I coule not identify the wen who firzd con the ambulance and latcr
did the shooting . but most of thenm "vore hig bushy beards; they vere in
unifqm;

I have difficulty in speaking, T get o cold €asily and cannot
swallow food correctly. If T get anyvhing hot I slobber ang I also get bad
°remps from the side of my face down to the throat. mhe bullet cut the back
of my tonguc, | I never spoke from February to November,jand T hed to be fod
through a tube, I epent the rest of the period in Changi as n FPrisoner of
“ar. I wcs in charge of the bootmuking brunch ang hod 32 bootm kers under

Me. I was serviecing €veryone's bcots - Itelian, puteh, Eritish, sustrelian,
Japanese and yoreans.,

aen the Jupanese scnt their boots to be mended in moat cages
they scnt matericl with ther. V¢ had 4 gorean Quartcmiuster at the store
all the time ang they had tLeir orm Leteriaul locked Up in a lockér. ‘“hen
WCe Wunted to mend Ausiralicn ond pnglish bocis we used motor tyre und alac’
had sone stuff manufactured out of roy letex. They clso supplied us with
& bit of yukla which W88 not imch good., 0ld kit bags vere cut up for uppers.
¢ did 70, 80, 100 repairs a day and had 4o chifts running for a long
while. ¢ used to work from 8 or 9 in The morning to S p.m. and then the
other shift woulg Coms on and work to 10.30 ot night, I vwore woodcn clogs
which T made for mysclf or any old pair of boots at cll

I had no trouble -ith the mpenese ag regords buashings,

ite a few yaponese officers cawe in und clso Jepunese ond Yorean
soldiers. 7T spent quite a lot of time moking svord belts for thex clso,
The Korecn QUArvernsicr was Oyama Iebdbushi, wae was o good tyve as they go,

7€ kad no boot; Trepairing equipment. In the later stoges, ufteor
we had strugazlcd a) cng for about iwc years, they brought out from town
about a dozen pairs of bpinchers, which vere uscless.

dv'r‘lr.:"'.-. -

g




. .;#‘ih;_.:h—:ﬂp'-'_-—ﬂ"*--nﬂl_r *ﬂ.‘ﬁ,m.ﬂ_‘-hﬂa{‘u ' : -

[P

-
- & . - - -

Lvidentiory pocument # 5045
3.

The Jaopanese had their owvn crmy boot shop at Singaporc but I
never sav it. fThoy had nachinery there, The reuson they took their boots
to us instead of toxing ihem vhere was that they wore getting a better job
from us than from their own people. The Chinese did an excellent job but
they werc also getting an exsellent price at that timc and they were
getting it done from us for notainz.,

I was 1n the gelorang Souare incident. I know a chap who has
photos of it and I will iry to get some for the Commi ssion,
I cortify that this cvidenco is true and correct,
Teken before me at Sydnoy
on Friday 16th rovember 1S4l (signed) G.4. CROFT.

(Signed) A.J. MANSFIZAD.
Commissioner.,
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