OPNAV-16-V-#537

A , AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclasify when

I LSENERAL . |

SECRET

:;- £

B el o 3
.-_#I\.-- -

filled out)

(a) Unit Reporting  VF=45 (b) Based on or at USS SAN JACINTO _ (c) Report No._ #37
(d) Take off: Date 21 February, 1948 Time (LZT) 0000 (K)  (Zone): Lat. 25° 20N Long.--JADim‘E__
(e) Mission Target CAP #3, Iwo Jima, D ¢ 2 Day () Time of Return_1215 (X) (Zone)

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. e

- NUMBER
QUADRON - - OMBS AND TO ES

T o | EERE L i | migsae | ATIACRNG CARRIED. (PER PLANE) e S

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
_Fé6F5 VP48 | 12 None | None . None . ... None

1. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SOUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SOUADRON | NUMBER | BASE
) - B S | e e e e
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in i1 Only). =
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO. NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
~ _None ) __ (ZONE) L I N S D BT
) . R _ ~ (ZONE) _— - - .
T UL (ZONE) ) B S A R . -
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) . ) S mL e T I 2 I
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?__& __If so, DescribeClouds X
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance X
(j) of Sun or Moon e S (k) Visibility X
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listedin {1 Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: e (d)
TYPE B AN et SUTER, o = I e e e i e e T , ; o DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE . CLAIMED
None |1 & I B e R
el PRI TR S o kol s N .
N ey ——
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OPNAV-16-V-#537

o | AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT TRecscty e

e filled out)

g dal & o
’ REPORT No.___ 37

Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE OWN A/C | SQUADRON | 1ype AU E om B ENSIAY Sause itasiing Binks mkiment Bt PO oS cd Bl e Bl
| None | i 1
¥ - — e - 2
3 o ) _
4 b =
5 . TN - - " b I
6 - - o
W . - ) PO —.
8 B y ) . S ) B e B
b, o oo 38 . _
JUt= e mon PPN Jeu S . e, W . .
11 . ) B
12 . . . "
13
14 - it N - E = O
VIlI. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). _
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING | CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

VIll. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

e e e ———————

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e} (fl (g) TOTAL AMMU‘\IITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AY. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL }—— T NO. OF PLANES
A/C QuUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CON%LMED .30 _)O 20MM MM RETURNING
F6F'-5 . 80 | 87 3,3 | A00 | 200 | | | 12

—— —— P i

——— e — ——— = —

— — . M| s e

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED Check one block on each line).

— s e N

CALIBER NONE MEACER MODERATE INTENSE
HEA\/Y - Trme fusad shells, 75mm and over . B X ﬁ o
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm o e o m - X e "% L
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm - _ X " g

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CL.IMB, No Oncoun'ter, enm airbom aircraft

at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-#537

RESTRICTED

Forn ACA- ] AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify when
St 3 of 5 filled out)

| -

: (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

‘ : @ @
| SECREL REPORT No. £y
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in I Only).
(a) Target(s) and Location (s) No target (k) Time Over Target (s) (Zone)
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
(¢) Clouds Over Target _
(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) Visibility of Target (e) Visibility _
(CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type _ Bomb Sight Used
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run . Spacing | ____ Altitude of Bomb Release.
(NUMBER) (FEET) {FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed Probably Destroyed Damaged
(i) - () ) (m) (n)
X BENEIDNE on b s BT IRLRING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn | DAMAGE (None, slight,
- AIING FOINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)

|
2
3,
4
p)
6 o
7
8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location

of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary) .

(p) Were Photographs Taken? Ne Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-253/

WA s AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ' (Reclassify wher

- filled out)

4

. SEGRIT VF-/5 REPORT No__37
XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment ftreely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets it necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT

gﬁﬁzgﬁ Twelve (12) FéF-5's of VF-45 took off from the USS SAN JACINTO
Speeds | at 0900 (K), 21 February, 1945 to fly Target Combat Air Patrol at
Approach Tactics _ Two Jima

Use of Cover, Deception ¢

Angles of Atta;k and

Pty 3 iy WO The flight was under the leadership of Lieutenant L,E, Forkner,
Defense Tactics and who contacted the Force Fighter Director in USS ELDCRADO at 0930

Their Effectiveness

K & ( 1
e bt (K) and was instructed to orbit 10 miles due east of Mt, Suribachi,

Method of Locating, Distance

Eﬁm%mm At 0935 (K) the flicht leader was ordered to detached four
g&g&fs fighters to vroceed on a course of 330° fifty miles and revort to
ﬁfm%%ﬂT&g@ a fighter director control ship, USS ROBERT H, SMITH, Lieutenant
se of Cover, Deception . " -
Angles of Attack Forkne? was ordered to remain on station, which he orbitted until
B:ft::;ieo_frg:?iir;nq Fire a}?hro%m_ma":ely 0950 (Ié). Lieutenant Forkner was ordered *o f.]y to
an or it station 3157, 10 miles from Mt, Suribachi, vhere he
gggnomEngAAlwoﬂs orf'bltt?d on station, receiving no vectors until he returned with
SN o his flight to base,
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own . g - ;
“ ", Enemy Lieutenant H, Knickelbine led the four rlane detachment to
~tonNg e CS. / € D ' :r_. t:"lfr' 2 5 n G » °
[h@f“;Tdfsggka Fhe USS “O?TRT 1s OlIITH, where the flight orbitted, receiving no
Flesible Gurmery. Cun intercept instructions until they rancaked at 1215 (X),

Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft
ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Puli-QOut |
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets |
Fuzing |
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY HEGLST ER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-V-#S37
Fogn ACA - |
- *eet SOtfS

ar

. SECRET

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

VF-45 REPORT No. 37

X11l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
al < secary)
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ami it .
Bombs. Torpedoes A1l equirment functioned satisfactorily

Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
{FiF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needii nq Further
Pr(‘**“-“ on
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety P-E*[TS
Emer q N K'fg
REﬁ on Firﬁ Aic '

NAVIGATlONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasse

Dl.T F"’"HLS

'-:I 11
Au o] - Pilots
Charts
Field [_m"‘-fmq

INSTRUMENTS |
Flight |

Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM |

CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES |

STRUCTURE |

}\' Tr"-lr“r"l '

—————

(-\ I P r
~ry R rm “ it
| L i

® eritrnl G
F s
anding
Heating

O "“H

\ .-h' t.rﬂq

Hedr

C _ 3
oVstem

Babit D hmpartarafine
IO \_Tidlat (¢t ' =
' \ / | = e ;
N 4 -y L o i
/\.l_ v cj.f' Juls LUd ,|r1']‘;‘

POWER PLANT

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant

| el ks
I 11071 &

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicinag E

b erscem Fq “rl pMment
REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY
> G. E., SCHECTER,Comdr,, USN Vil
G, Y TS Freg (16, TR . —

DATE

SIGNATURE Commnding Officer RANK AND DUTY
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