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b HEADJUARTERS
3 U S. STRATEGIC BOLBII'G SURVEY
‘ - (PACIFIC)

APO 23/ c/o PM San Francisco

[NTERROGATION NO. 502 ‘ . - DATE: 4 December 1945
| et e - Tokyo

Subjects Organization of -DAI HONEI and JOINT PLAINIIG
Personnel Interrozated and Background of Each:

Lt Gen IIYAZAKI Shuichi - Graduate lilitary Academy and Army liar Colle-~e,
Instruetor at kar Collese, 1934, 1930-39, Stafif Oi{ficer with Army in CHINA,
(Hankow), 1939-40, Rezimental Com ander v:ith KUANTUNG Aprmy, MANCIURIA.
Instructor, liar Collese 1940-41 (1O months), 194243, SOLOLONS Area: evens..
tually assumed oposition as Chief of Staff 17th.Army'GUADAIC£ﬁAL, 1943=44,
Chief Secretary, Vlar Collece, Sept-Dec 1944, sosition of command vith
KLANGTSI Army, South China, Chief lst Section SAiBO HOMBU since 14 Dec Ah.
Lt Col LADA moriya, Served in lst PHILIPPL TS Campaicn. Returned to TOKYO
in dAvgust 1943 and has since served as a otaif Officer in SAIBO HOIBU.

WWhere interrogated:; Jananese liar lilnistry

Interrogators: Col Philip COLE, GSC
Col Jermain ¥, RODEITAUSER, ORD

Interpreter; Lt Cmdr Vialter .ICIOLS, USIHR

Allied Officers Present: lone |

SULLARY

Lt Gen miyaza'iki confirms that DAI HOIEI did have a permanent working .
Stalf in wartime, dravn from the offices of the C/S, the Inspector Gen J (Ground)
Training, the Inspector General of the Air (Training) and the Viar Ministry. He
discusses planning for the defense of LUZON and the decision to combine Army Air

and Navy Air Forces subsequently. The interrogation ends with answers to several
questions on Logistics Planning, |
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Gen MIYAZAKI: If you will ask me pointed questions I will do nmy best to give

Col

-2. @

you the correct answers on the basis of the vwork I have donc in preparing
for the interview, |
COLE: 1I'll ask pointed questions all right.

First of all, during the period 1944 to Auszust 1945 - say about December
1944 = what titles did you have and what was your official capacity?

I was the Chief of the First Section of SAIBO HOLMBU, which is the section
of SAMBC HOLBU which is concerned with operational planning,

Wwhat is SALBO HOLBU exactly?

That means, I vas a member of the office of the Chief of Stalf of the Army,
anc. 1 was head of the First scction; that is a part of DAI HOWEI.

Did you have any other affiliation? lierc you a member of any other staif
besides that?

I had no other official dutics,
Did you have anything to do at all with RIKUGULi SHO?

There was no connection, SAiBQ HOWMBU is concerncd with operations vhereas
the RIKUGUL SHO is administration., The Army Department RIKUGUN SHO was
responsible for organizing urits, handling of personncl, equipping and in
general, administration, “

I find people weariny two hats and somctiries three, and the thing I'm mainly
interested in, is making clcar to mysclf vihecther or not DAI HONEI actually
had a permanent staff vhich was no% concerned with anything clse cxcept the
duties in DAI HOIEI?

General speaking pecople in ALBO I0. BU did not conccrn themselves with duties
pericrmed in the RIKUGUN 5HO. Hovever therc was one section called the Ath
Scction of SALB0 HO. BU vhich vas made up of pcrsonncl, the samc personncl
which formed the BUREAU Of LILITARY A:i'AIRS in the RIZUGUY SHO.

That had dutics both in DATIONEI and RIKUGUY SHO?

That is correct; thc same personncl., In othcr vords, this onc officc was
considcred to be the 4th office of SALBO HO.BU and also the BUREAU OF ILIe
TARY A/VAIRS.

T

They came under the lar linistry as vcll as DAI HOUEI?
Ycse The first scetion of the first division of my office was concerncd vith
studyiny actual varfarc; the cxpericncce of lessons gaincd from nast opCr=-
ations,

VVhat did the sccond sceticn do%

That vas purcly planninz opcrations. The people in the irst scetion of the
first division not onlv had thc duty of studying lescons from yast operations

but the additional duty of tc':inz charge of instruction on the basis of their
traininz in the Army,

Implementation of the leszons lecarned in the form of trainineg?
Yese lic had a department called the KIOIKU 10:BU (Trainins Department, Gen-

cral Sta’f) and these peosle in the First Scetion of the First Jivision verc
also the first scction of the training department.
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Still in DAI HONEI?

o that is entirely difrercnt. They also worc two hats. The.organization of

the Army is designed for peacetime, and vas divided into threc scctions;y The
RIKUGUN SHO, the SOMBO HOIBU, and this KIOIKU HOMBU--in other vords, the Army
Dept, ‘the General Staff, and the Training Dept. Thosc three verc independent,

- and cach dircetly responsiblc to the Empcror., Houvever, in war time DAI HONEI

vas .made up of pcrsonnel taken from thosc three divisions.,

It still leaves me bewildered as to vhether or not'DAI-HONEi"is'rcally;én
cntity all by itsclf. '

First of all, have ydv a copy of this documcnt? (Indibatingiorgénizatidn |
chart introduccd by Col COLE), It vas madc by kajor OGATA?

I don't have a copy but I understand it.
I'd like an English translation of it madc by a Japancsc.

' . L i ;i I L 3 ; g . | .
I'm not ccrtain, but I think this chart was turnc? over to the Allicd Heoad-
quartcrs accoipanicd by a translation,

That is pcrfectly truc, but I have lost trac': of it mysclf, It was zivon to

FEAF, onc copy of the English translation only, ant I couldn't gzect that.

What 1s the litcral translation of this linc hcre? (Pointing to I"irst Soction_
of 1st Burcau of D.I HONEI), . |

These arc the same peoplc as thosc in the Tirst scetion of tic officc of the
Inspcctor General of (Military) Training,

Exactly what is mcant by thc pronoun "theosc"?

Thesc people in my scction ( | | )
arc the same as: the personncl of the first scetion of the Training Department

What did the Traininz Department vork wndcer--the Trainins Department of vhat?
—d e —

is I cxplaincd, therc was the SALBO HOIBU, thc RIKUGUN SHO and this (Wotc:
cvidently referring to KIOIKU HOLBU) was an cntircly scparatc organization

in the liain, rcesponsiblc to the Emocror as was the SAIBU HONBU and the, RIKUGUN
SHO . |

Then wicre do they fall in herc? Here is S.IBO iI0IBU, a part of DAI HONEI,
and herce is RIKUGUN SHO, liherc is the TR.LINZILG DLPT? -

This vas a pcacctime chart; I will drav anothcer. (Noto; A rouvgh peneil
chart showing vartime sctup vas Aravn an? submitted), The vay it vas sct uo
in peacctime: Here is the Lnperor; under hin jou nave thc Lrmy and ilavy,

On the 4rmy side of the chart you have thrce sub-scctions, all of vhich arc
dircetly rcsponsible, On the i'aval side I an not cortain cxactly how it was
sct up; but there is no DAI IIONEI in pcacctime; in wartimc you get personncl
taken from SAIBO [I0IBU and the XKIOIKU SHOGUN. You get personncl taken from
all these branches, put into onc zroup called the RIKUGUL. The Navy docs the
sarc thing, | ' | | |

[

and this bcecomes the DAI HOITI?

Ycs.
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.. month.  Licr @idn't cxpect the landing until the cnd of Jonvary and ucrc sur-
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I'd like to =ect into a particular opcration ant construct a picturc in my
mind of how the olanning was carricd out hore in viesc headauarters. In otner
vords: The First-Division of the Army General otarifl,

fic arc told, on thc firsv pafge, (of lcmo. previously submnitted by Gen. MILLALET
that about Docomber 1944 yvou became concerncd in opcrational gzuidance artor
tho termination of the operations on LEYTE, The operations on LEYTE had hacd a
cortoin resuvlts thercfore the task became to dceided what vo do ncxt, in sub-
scguent operations in the PHILIPPLIES, 1 wnderstand - fron Goen NISHIMURA, that
the plan of TERAUCHI for the defcnsc of the PHILIPPIVES from the Ground rorccs
point of wvicu, was couplcted fully decided upon, before it was cver zlven 1O

e Navy, so that tno Navy would aave an onportunity to make a plan that would
marell along with it?

g = |

I am not ecrtain cxactly. I vas in CHINA when that plan was dravn up ana
Can't be ccrtain as to what the rclation was between the army and Navy.

Vhet vas the military situation in the PHILIPPINES at the time you came in?

At the time I came to SAMVO HOLBU the situation as regards the battlc for

IEYTE on land had beeome very couplicated and very difficult for thrcc rcasons:
1. In thc first place shippinz betveen LUZCH and LEYTE--transportation--

vwas practically impossiblc by sca; thercforc 2. it vas inpossiblc to reine-
forcc our troops.on LEYTE; 3, Wc had been using and cxperding a sreat number
of airplancs from LUZON and = IuD.LiL0, and it vas impossiblc to replacce tacli

l.hen vas this? ; ik

This vias’on the! 14th. of December; vhen I toolt aifiice. for tnosc thrcc rcas-
sons, then I .came to officc in ©ulRC HO BU, tac situation had bcconc -yory
difficuit, oShortly aftervards it “ceame cvident that yvou planncd to land on
IUZ0N, beecause .vou scnt’ hoavy foraegs, vhich appearcd. to be co poscd ol what
apocarcd to the Japancsc to be landing forcus, throush the SIRIGLC Gtraits,
landine on WEGROS, landinz on IIIIPDORD ond indication the intcntion of ldnd-

=y
1.‘Tﬂ »

+."' L
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That vas the time diTforcnce betveen the tinme vhoen vou made up your minds
you had lost LEYTE=--anc the time of our actual landing on LUZOIT? How much
time, in othecr words, ¢id -rou have to plan vhat you vould do on LUZON? ™ ~ °
Wo deecidcd that ve'd lost the batilc for LEYTE,f'.thgpmiﬂdlu ol Dcecmbirs
Sincc the landing on LIN WYEM took ploce on January 9, vic had less than onc

priged at such an carly landing.
‘When did you make the plan for the dqfunéo of_LUZOH? :

In zoing on o subjcct like that it 1oulc first bc nceessary to oxplﬁ;n that
the orizinal plan for tuc defensc of thc cntire PHILIPPINES arca vas made by

T Picld.iarshal TERLIWUCHI in the PUILICPIVES, ot the €1m6 . the opuration-pook
placc, I vas back in SLIGC.T,. (4t the time 1.¢ actuzally came in contact tith'the
cnemy, General YLiLSHITA ves in dircet command. There I could not say at
vhat time it vould haye to be a definitc;battle. for LULQN,

¥
i n : r o & & § L & " oa
" .

.T am trying-to gct the pieturc of you sitting around a. tablc h@ruuih'TOKYO,

cstimdating tiac military: position in tac PHILIPPINES and making dcecisions as
to rhat would be.done. ‘I want. you to describc what you did? e '

¥

frfi.wiLl!dxplain.mhitphappcnudnin‘&otail:g_At~thc;timc;;dlthough DAI HOIEYI vas
“stud#ine the problem-of the defonse of this;yholu,araag;thdedutlurn Lrca and
the PHILIPPINES--it vas not up to D.I HOIEI to direct the dcfense of LUZOW
beeause that was the dircet responsiblity of the Ficld Commandcer. Therefore
ve Gid not concern oursclves with telling hin hot to run the operaticn beeausc
hc vas in a position to knov how to handle it--a heticr position than vic wtrc,
Cur main objcet was, in this particular campaisn, the suspls of airplancs
sincc Tc had had so manv losses in the operctions at LEYTE, Thercfore ve
studicd the problem as to vhether we should rcinforec the air force at LUZON
or not, and in ord.cr to study this morc closcly, I mysclf, on Dccember 22,
flew to MAMNILA for liacison purposcss
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g 2 What did you fincd wihcn you ont to JZiILA with respoct to tie situation 1n
air strcngth?

A, At the time I landed in 10 Ins, I found that Gen v 1460 ITA's hoadquarters nad
alrcady complcted tiacir plans for the cdeiensc of LUZCN Island aftor studying
the problem. lic pelicved the landing viould comc vory SOOf. Originally we had
a plan dravn vp for the defeonsc of LUZO:. in casc Ve lost LEYTE. S

Q. Who drcw that up, TEREHUCII or DALI HOMEI?

A. I think both of them planncd ite The principal fcaturc of this plan vos tic
dcfense of the Southern rcgion of LUZON Islond. Howcver, ab the timo I arriv-
cd in LANILA, I found that thoy had been studying the campalgn that would foll- *
ou and decide that it vas nol a sovnd principal, to dofend the Southern part |
of LUZCON. Just when I arrived they had changed to & ncw plan os a resulb of
this studye

By the time I arrived, At the ond of Dcecmber, ve had changed our plan sO that
e could retreat into the hills rith a larscr part of our forccs==tnc hills
around B4LGUIO, We wovld loave & portion or our forccs to defend the CLURE
FIELD arca, and a third forcc vias to concentrate Zast of i4llILa. e were just
bezinning to changd the dispositions at tac time I arrived, on thc basis of
that olan. 1 prcviously sald that, vhcrcas tho original plan to dcfend vhe
Southern part of LUZON had boun vith the idea of repelling an invasion, tic
idea nov vas to just hold off as lonz ~s possiblc.

Qs That was the nilitary situation as jFou found it, Vhat vas tino situation vwith
rcspeet to alr strengtin?

Ao Vic beclicved that winen thc oLERIC.IIS lanccd on IUZ0N Island it vouldn't take
them long to capturc the airficlds. Dospite the feaet that General YARLOIITL
had tremendous forcecs on tad island, tnrosc airplanus'ogorating_from nevly
caplturcd ficlds vould besin offansive oncrations in prepa ation against thc
next offcnsive operation vrhich nicht be against CLNTO:, FORNOS.L or thc RYUKYUS

- theroforc it bocame nccessery for us to LHuild uvp cnough alr strength to cefend
thc probablc arces of attack in the nexd opcration, and for thot rcason it
ras naturally ill adviscd TO scnd any réinforcement off plancs to LUZON.

J. Lcis go back a little vits Lhat did you {ind vas tic actual cxisting situae

tion at th t momcnt with rcspeet to vihet air pouer they had left in LUZ0.:7

L. I am not ccrtain of tuc numbers of »loncs vc had, buv I think it vas scveral
hundrcd, Hovever the figurc isn't conparablc to thc numb.r of piancs you had.

d, Do I undcrstand that there verc scveral hundred army Plancs in LUZCI that
worc opcrational? =~ ;

Le Ycs, they vicre scrvicablc ploncs, but this figzurc includcs both .Lrmy and Navy
Plancs. ! |

3. Verc the Havy plancs opcrational? Did they have pilots an’ rerc thcy rcady to
akc the air® - |

1

L. I could investigatvc tnc matter and zive yov an cxact figurc.

3., I donn't vant an oxact ficurc; I just vant to knov the iwmpression you got vhen
you got out thecrce. That vas a part of your dccisions: vou vent dovn there to

find out vhat the situation Tvas. I vant to f£ind out vhat you found; that 1s
4117

A. although vie had scveral hundrcd plancs, I bclicve vie mad so for in conparison
to you that it vas just impossiblc to try, in tcrms of comparison.

Q, A4ll right, whot did you plan to "o vith then?
L., liost of the plancs verc fizhters, and thc others vere spcecial attack plancs

vhich tverc cscorted by the fighters. I bclicve hat e intcnded ©O use all
of them to repel an invasion vhen 1t camee
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Qe - Woré ﬁhuy'lcft'thoru for tuot pﬁrﬁosu?
e Yo',y they werc - -loft thore.

de The Navy plancs, too?

L. Yes; ail~of thmm;.

Qe A qqt ﬂ”QnunuL to thom?

ae -wdl the plancs verc lost, a jrcat numboer of them in speceial at ttacle upon tho

- invading flects, also a.groat number werc lost as o resvly of dost: uction on
the ground by your bombing and strafing,

125

Qe irho comaanded the davy plapcs that vwere on LUZON? Vho had opcrational centz ol
of tThocin?

ae 1 belicve that Viece Admiral FLHOTOME had command over the Naval planes since
he was in commanc .of the 10th Air Fleet, .

Je Where was ne--down in SINGAPORE?

Ae. 1o, he was down in LUZOI at the time I vent down there, but just prior to the
landing I bclicve that Viee Admiral FUKOTOIEL went to SILHGAPORE and that he is
still thcere., dlso Viece Adimiral OLAUISHI had command of a group of Havy_planes
\thﬂ vere withdrain to FOR..OSA and vhich carricd out raids on LUZON . duPine
" cratlons, from #OR LOSAr W oy

de Wnat wicre thc comwand rclationshins beticen those tvo admirals and. General
“YALASUITA?  What did General YALADUTTA have to 4o in casc he desired

.. what we called "mround coopcrations' from tﬂOJD navy planus?

" .

A. Of coursc.Gencral TAIAS.ITA had mo-contral over the aval forces, but it was

~yrep e g
a joint opcration, and althOLﬁh TGKYC wouldn't know just oxactlj hov. tqls
. coopcration was carrica ovt, I beciicvs it was very closo--a vcll arranged by
- tadm Inthcficld; therclore iSAI DO - LO3U would not, knove Of caursc I am
spcaking of the uay'lt vas st Up. ”
Qe . I'Qd like to.ask hovi .yow-t.ir': cloge coopgGration anc coordination coula. be

obtained in tuc ficld if it idn't obtain in TOLKYC? Hov did.you have any
right to cxpeet any closc coopcration and coordination in the field if you
didn't cven kaoov-in TOXYO hov it was: zoino &o ' off LCtud and nade no pro-
vision for it? |

Ao To givcian cxplanation of. hot tho.Army-and | aval alr forcus vere used in thésc
joint opcrations, the dceisions vere made in TOXYO as folloxs. In the casc of
attacks, TOIYO vould issuc ordcrs for a courtain tarsct to be attacked by both
Army plancs and Navy plancs. The mcthod of attack to be decidced by the come

‘mapdcrs in tho ficld. Howcver in the casc of dcfunsu, you have a diffcrent
problem. becausc you ean't tell vhieh way the cnemy's coming from or vhat site=
uation vouvld deveclop; so in planninz TUXY0 would issuc ordcrs that, if thc cn-
cmy would come from a ccrtaip dircetion or form another dircet ion; they vould
give a general plan of attacl, a plan of how such an attack on an invading °

- force should be carricd out, but could not, of coursc, decide vhen or cxactly
how it could be carricd oub, and that had to he left to the commandcrs in the
deecided cxactly the numbcr of plancs to be uscd, and the deeision madc in
TOKYO was only a guestion of decidinc that bhoth Army and favy plancs vhould
bc uscd,
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de It's just a suztcstion on the part of the IINPERIAL GENERAL STAFF to the
commanders in the Ticld that it rouvld b a zood thinz i7 thov would coordin-
atc their air forces? Then do I understand thet your dccision vas, that the
"scveral hundrcd" plancs, Arﬁy an’ Navy, which you found thorc--operational
plancs and pilots--should be left therc to do as vcll as they could to support
the ground forces in defense a~ainst the invasion; that thcy should not be
rcinforecd but left iore as a sacrificc? |

A, 1t is as you sugz.csted: No slancs were scnt 4o rcinforee thosc alrcady on
hand, and thosc thorc werc left to defend the island against an attacking
flcote Tho rgason for not rcinforeing the air forces thcre was that thoy had
such a problcm of maintcnance and suppnlw sincc, particularly, most of our
heavy cquipment and installations had b.cn vithdrawn or werc to bc withdraiwn
with the troops,

de That, thcn, was the dceision that vas made with respeet to how the air should
bc utilized. What about the llavy? Vihat was the situation vith respeet to any
nclp that they could cxpeet from the Navy at that time?

. A. You mean, just tho Naval scrvice forecs or air forccs?

Qe I mcan the IMPERIAL JAPANLSE NKVY; wnat was it going to do about helping to
dcfend LUZON? | :

A. Wc had no hopc of supnort from tlic Havy beecause after the defeat in the
Sccond Battle of the PHILIPPINES in October, at which time the Navy had done
cverything it could to support, tihc Navy vas vithdrown to the licst an¢ South
to SINGAPORE, | '

Qs How was it planncd to utilizc Air pover and Naval pover in coordination in
your plan of defense of the contincnt of Asia?

L

A. By thc cnd of the war of coursc there vas Practically no Naval povier to speak
of; thercfore ve couldn't comnt on anv Haval support th&isoovcr."ﬁogarding
alr support for opcrations alons the CIILA coast, about thc only place ve
could dcfend satisfactorily from the air point of vicw was SHANGHAI beccausc
we had certain air strength in the SIANGHAI Arca, Ve could also send air
strengtia from FORI'OSA and from KYUSHU to cover opcrations in that arca.,

As far as CANTON vas concerncd, the situation vas not so vcery good for the
Japancse becausc ve could only provide a portion of tho forecs in TATVALl for
air cover therc. Ve also had ground air force strength in the CANTON arca,
but down in thc southcrn part it was very small strength, not in grcat numb-
crs., dside from that I don't kno hoh.thﬂy supported uith airplancs,

de I'd }ikc to havc you uxpand that, ¢speelally vith roespeet to having coopera-
tion betuien the Lrmy and Wavy. low aid they do that?

siw b dccidéd,to handlc it in the follouing manncr: In FORIOSA vc had a dow
tachment of Naval air strensth and a ccrtain amount of Jirmy air strength.
The Naval air forces in FORIIOSA tv.orc put under the dircet command of the

commandcr of the Army 4ir Forees,
Qe Who was he?
A. Lt Gen YANAMOTO,

Qe Hc vas Commanding General of all ground forccs in FORLOSA or just thc air
povicr?

As He vas thc Commandcr of the &th Air Division,
Q. He inturn was, I béiiovc inder the command of thc Ground Arca.lhnmr Commandcr?

A, Yes, hec was,
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t vas a elecar easc of the flaval aviation oln tider Army cominand?

In the OKIUALA operations thOSu Arn" and avy 4ir Foreces would be uscd. to
attack your shipping in this arca, in the KYUSLIU arca. The 6th Air Army and
the 5th Air Fleot viere both put under the cor and of the CINC combincd Flcot
so tiat they verc dircetly Lndu“ raval Gommand, and he coordinated attac! kS
bv citier foreo on any peint in the OKINAVL Islandu so that here ve had tiac

Gth Adr Army under Waval Command and down tho r¢ in FORLOSA we had the Hovy
uncer drmy Cormand, |

In making that -1rJ_"*-.n~¢_,nent y Tlas any omom.tlon cxpericnced from the commanders

involved?

I knov of no objcetions to the plan voiccd by the commanders.,
[fhs :Lt Naval authority in TCKYC had to ¢ approve this plan for FORIOS..?
The Haval General Staff would have to issuc the or ey

In othcr vords thc; Chicf of Staff of tho Navy gave his appro'val to that plan,
is that truc?

'Thc‘ Chic,-f of thc Naval Staff viould have issucd the ordgcr,

Who made the projoscl to hin? :

 The Naval General Staff and the A'r'my General Staff held conforcnee and de-

cided at that confcrenee the bost vay to viork it out,

Was GUNREIDU CHO himscl{ prcscnt . at that conference?
I don't think the Chicf of the Naval Gencral Sta: £f hal to he pr'os\.,nt Oncc
the dccision vas nads it vas submittod to nim for his approval for him to

issuc the orde:

0~

| Uno sold 'him the idea?.

'I was an uﬂvocm,u ol t $.1.., plo T Lt tha..rc, n.lso 1uru_n....*ural n\...rsolh..cl at this
]

0 _0H1n1on.

I v 'mt ‘GO r*on 1110 ani Jraac; the "Olu 'm.n" 'wn* an_d "1 ® lm. ve. de ClC* cd to
~takc your 1Dlmna,s aviay from, you. in "OLJ. OS.“. and i'-*le., -thu,n to the army's I'd
]1ko to knm. vhat his. r....ﬁ..ctJ.on 1iQS I'VL becn mstuf officer mysclf for

many ;cars, and I knov thot so t.,tl]"l.....: tocre is dilficulty in puiting such

1 M P . + ' L ]
! - " 1 (I ! ¢ L]
v g

I don't think therce vas oAy Lroubln., g._, tlng the Chicf of th.... Naval G\...nn.,r“l
otarlf to approve the plan bucausc vhen you arg - -operating in a- large arco 4dne

'_-volV1ng sca and, lana y the Hovy is froc to opurntu in any dlm..ctlon--it on

attack. on;;, planc onc day and move off and attack another placo. nu.:t da),
thercas ‘the Army is not as mobilc, ;m,rc,fom it is very . difficult to specak
of joint opcrations as an actual condition in all phascs throushout a vholc
campalgn vaen you arc opcrating in a larsc arca such as the South Seas - arca,
SO that if you had such a proposcl madc vhen you vere operating in t he Sotu-
thern Islands, you probably v:ill have o ercat aifference of opinion of the

anJCCt

Hovever, b7 the time thoe bﬂttlu arca had narrorv c.,d dorn to this arca (nOtO-
arca indicated vas in and around the home islands du.l.bnSO arca.) all the prin-
cipal locations of opcration vere -alrecady scttled. Ve knoev s miz zht havc to
fight in SHANGIL.I, TLIVAN, KYUSIU. 1In this pﬂI‘thLll"LI' instanco 1t vas alrea-
dy scttled for thom because they knew it vas ORI i.ue Therefore it vas per-
fcetlsr obvious that the best plan vas to utilizc cvery ncans availa®le in a
Joint opcrations against the cnemy and agzainst speeificd taryets, Therc=
forc I don't think that the samec difforcnee of opinion wouvld. arise in con=
sideration of o similer situation in o larger arca so that, no mattcr vho
proposcd the idea cverybody had this opinion duvc to tlc cxigency of the
sltuation,
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Qe I havc hcard it sald by J&pﬂanC Haval aviators and Naval officcrs gencrally
that they considercd that the NHaval pilots werc far supcrior to Lrmy pilots
and that-the utilization of Waval airceraft in scneral was bettoer olannod and
bettoer exceuted than was the utilization of drmy air power. I should have
thouzht that that idca would have causcd obstacles to a plan vhereby the
Naval aviation would comc uvwader the operational control of the Army aviation.
I'd likc to knov what you fecl about the respective cfficicney of the tvwo alr
forccs, Lrmy air force and tie Navy air forec?

As At thc beginning of the war the Navy air forccs!' principal objecetive vas
attacking ships. Thercforc they designcd plancs for such purposcs and traine
cd their pilots for such tactics. Whercas the drmy's principal purposc vas
overland opcrations and bombing of targcts, so that their airplancs tvcire
designed and their pilots were trainced for thosc specific purposcs. Therc-
forc at thc hesinnin~ of the war, naturally the Nﬂvy'was mveh better than the
Army in its method of attack and genceral tactics rcgarding shipping. iHove
cver, tovards the cnd of the war, as the resuwlt of a gradval procecss in vhich
the Army beccamc morc and morc involved in attacks on surface craft, I think
the diffcercnce vwas narroved dovn,

Col COLE: I havc only zonc through the first throec of thesc sheets, and 1 am
goingz to havc to comc back aczain to have somc discussion about "A" and "57,

(NOTE: 4 sup,plomentary intcrrosation was arranged betvcen Gen HITLZLKI and Col
COLE for 0900 hours 5 Dcecmber 45).

(NOTE ;f2: The abovc is transcribcd from stcnographic notes. The questions fol-

lowing vicrc not rccordcﬂ but arc ruconstructcd from longhand notcs taken at
the conxcronco) :

Qe What assignment did the+General hold in thc Japancsc Army just before the
war, in 19412

Ae I vias instructor in thce irmy ‘Collcesc.

Qe When the Japancsc decided they vicre going to fight the United States, vas
their basic organization and cquipment of the Army bascd largely on oxpcri-
cneces in MANCHURIL and CHIUL? Did they think the kind of fighting up thorce
vas the kind they would cxpericnec as they vent furthcr South?

A, Naturally there vwould be o great differcnee in fighting a country like the
United States or in the Southcrn islands. Thercforc our cxpecricnec in fignte
ing CHIN. vas not much s.rvicc to us as it did not talic into considcration

the rclative strength of the CHINESE Lrnmy as CONU“rud to the strength of tho
UNITED ST..TES, .

Q.. Vhat I'm getting at is this: You knovw the MW ZRICLT army vasn't in MLNCHUR L.
or CHIN. or thc contincnt., Did you ficl initizlly thot vhat had bocn suc-

ccssful agoinst CHINL 1as adecquate to make o drive into the South beforc you
cncountcrud the UNITED ST.TES? | '

Ao Hu had bclicf in this, Onc point I forgot to mention: Ve had to tﬂ(u into
considcration the nature of the terrain. No mattor where e fought, as long
as vc did not run into the LIERICLN Army, we felt ve vould do all right, but
now v.¢c had to go to thc PHILIPPIIIES arca wvhcre ve knew we'd rect ALDRICALNS.

Qe Hov differcent were thesc organizations in equipment and organizational sctup:
Thosc sct up here in the PHILIFPINES and thosc in MAIICLURIL and CLILA? E,G,
vhat was the dif crence betwecn the 46th and the 23rd Armics?

Lt Col VADL: I vwas in the PLILICPIVES Campaign and can tcll you all about it:
Our first divisions in thc¢ PHILIFYrINES verc initially made uvp of forccs vhich
had opcrated in GHINA, ke werc defeated; thercforc new forecs, with nev
cquipment and new tactics--cntircly fresh divisions--vicrc brrought in, and
cventually ve von Victory. !
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How wicrc they diffirent in t~a11¢n and. cquipment and hov, vas this training
iOCulVCd in such a short poriod?

The forcces sunt doxn tho sccend tlﬂb vere given much larger air support, also
srcater covurlnﬁ fircpover in the form of mountain artlllcry and hecavy funss
the lo cm. cannon, 15 Clie northrs ‘and 740m. mortarse.

."'[

"Bv £he timc canturc of the Ph L PIMES ‘had boeen accompllsnpd vas any - cifort

th 1 made to cnunﬂc'+hu cquipnent of thcse divisions 1n thu South to cquip=-
ﬂcnu nith which you had ha.l sucll succcss up there (Not indicating BATAIN

e and GO :RIGIDOR) g :

-

Wc LbClﬂbO and had intended to cquip all forces in the £icld tug SN WAV
- That was 1mpo“slblc. In addition, their cquipment vas consic dercd unsntise
fncbar but ve could do nothing about it.

T understand, most of the uqulnm.c,ni' usua in l;Al anc lOAg camc mostly form
CHINA, Is that truc? * ' '

B ¢ don't kinove

-

Ls these orﬁan1zatlnns noved into comba X 7 | un@crsf~na uhbj car: lud unough
amunition for onc veck's continous ;1¢ht1n0--2z hours "o day=--and "about thc

-somc-amount of supplics on the thcorny uhut,‘at the cnd of that timc, thc

rcar bascs vould begin to bring quyLluu iny, and that aftocr about tarce *

v ccks thoy would begin to move in a0ditional supolics for front=linc Arnicse
Is that truc?

[ * ¥ L M W Y
& - ' ' ’ i i i -H
- . L « @ - o ] L] § L = . ¢
. v .

Therc may have becn cascs vho: ¢ they took onough o amaunition and supplics for

onc reek's operation llLO comba t, but senerally spea lng‘MLlltﬂry storus'
ta kun Hltﬂ th@ﬂ'\uxu POb COHSl&uryd ufflc*unu, N e ¥ 03

a™

If not, hox soon vere thoy to bu rbaupdlluﬁ-l. sy thoy had to be backed up,
as- thp” vould usg:food and an unition, cte, taken, yith then very quickly.
1f thyy'ucru not. to be fbuUWDlluC with ﬂnlunltlon, did they cxpeet that ¥hat

 ;_thoyicﬂoturuﬂ in.the 1wy of Brltlsh wna Dutch uquipmynt'xould bc Utilleq by

Ao

thum u.nd bt...- @ufflCl(.;nt?

Thc original plan callcd for the inmcdiate cstablishient of a supply dcoet

of food and . amiunition. in tho.arca cf ac tione  Howcver, tho orizinal plan

dla not tokc in.such a.large. arcts “The. uOL010* 5 L“melu,'lﬂs an-cntircly
dUVL1t1on. In. unsupnortu . ploccs 1u'hwd %o svl ly forcus as best e

COLlﬂ We couldn't supoly all the forces in . he Moy arcass I v:ant to bring

up the qucstion of food: Lven in pcacc timd it vag heecssary to inport ricc

fron Frengh Indo-Ghinc, Therefore it ues imoractical for Japan to supoly

- her.arnics fr. on thu... ﬁ_Crlylh.nd. 4s 10 l'luV'....-t.L Anto ‘C"‘lJtUI‘JG ;4.1:\_. ~s it beenne the
_-,,'rulr Lfor the, occupylng forccs ta buy up thelir. food uXCbUt ror spu01hl ltuPS
7|?1ﬂlCh.‘uPu Sﬁall unbarn to bu Shl)Jud fr """ B Jﬂn

I wnderstand; yﬂu.nLd to. ~ct ricc fron FREICH IFDO-CHINL not only for thc

;“rn1cs'hut also -for thc honclend. Iou didn't intend to nmake as big an ox-

pansion. - Uhprc then vas the perimcter tO'lﬂlCh vou vere to go?
I on not ccrtain but I thinlk tnc ~oncral boundary would be dorn throush PLLAU
NETHERLLNDS, 1 TEY GUIMEA; “HBOI &, DUTCH EALST INDISS, wp across the Southern
tip Of .Lih.LII.uu*lDo | |

How about Burma?
Thnt vas plenncd aftervards.

Before wou started tho var with us--thc deeision 1as made ratihcr abrupt+y,
just e, for ronths before var started--did the Japancsc sstimate they had
sufficicnt vquipment and supplics to back up tho operations south and aast?
lihat vas thedir opinion-=how big a shocstring verc they ovcrating con?

- .

I don't think they belicved they had su-ficicnt supplicse.
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NOTE: dppendix "A" Japancsc Army GHY Chart (DAI HONEI) is not available at this

But they went ahcad anyway?

I don't know cxactly 1het the people vho planncd the orisinal campailgns
thouzht, but don't think thcy belioved they had cnoush.

How much logistical plannihg vas donc by the General Staff before thesc
conpaigns were startcd? |

The Japancsc verc naturally avarc of the (act they had to go into logistics
of the situation. I don't think they cntered into it decp cnoughe

Was it a natural thing for thc Japancsc military commands to look dovn upon
logistics and think morc of the glory of the fighting man and "the devil
uith the poor soldier struszling vith oroblems of supply"?

It must be amazing to you to obscrve the vay ve operatc despitce rcalization
of the situation. I think the rcal rcason for this is the United States bcing
supplicd from a point of vicew of natural resovrces; that vhere you are able
to do that, the Japanesc cannot, Therefore vic verc faced vith a situation

vherceby e were forccd to go ahcad whether we werc supplicd or not,

I can't undcrstand your launchinz such vast cinterprises vithout proper sup-
port. If a man vent into a ducl, he would naturally cxpect to take vith him
e proper support in the way of a sword or pistol. lihat was your outlcok on
logistical supprort?

This is going into the problem of military supplics agains Naturally there
werc bound to be people, including mysclf, who thousht chanccs of vinning
vere slim, However, that isn't for the military to decide; if it is dccided
to wage war, then it is our job to fizht the war; if the war is callcd oft,
then we call it off, I there is war, it is a fundamcntal consideration thet
we fight that war to the best of our ability,

In othcer words, you rcalized it - others rcalizcd it: TOJO, perhaps. was one
) J d
of thesc. You just said, "the devil vith it, wc'll en ahcad anyhou"

Ycs, ve could do nothing clscs

timc, . Will be available at a later datc,
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