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A Lantern Celebration Held oh Confucius’

Birth day in Soochow Academy
" By Koo Yong-Zien (% %)

& Senior Class of Soochow Academy

On the twenty-eight day of the eighth Moon, Chinese
Calendar, our school held a lantern celebration in honor of -
Confucius. As Soochow Academy is a Mission school we did
not celebrate the twenty-seventh,—it being a Sunday, for
Sunday is regarded by us studentsnot as a holiday, but as a holy
day. So we postponed our celebration to the next night.
Before T proceed to deseribe our lantern festival, I shall writ. .
few words about Confucius. )

Confucius was horn in the Tshung Tshien (£ #X) epoch at
which time the people were degenerate, unmoral and irreligious.
The world seemed dark, and Confucius, seeing the people in
guch a base state, groaned inwardly. He wanted to raise the
people by weans of morality—the essential element of human
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progress. But unfortunately wherever he went and whenever
he taught, he was strongly opposed, so that he was indeed in a
Slough of Despond. TUndismayed, however, by the stringent
resistance to his preaching, his enihusiasm propelled him to
barder efforts which finally impressed the people so deeply that
they were led to save themselves from corruption. If you turn
to the pages of history, you will see that while Confucius was
premier of the state, Lu (#), the people slept in unmolested
peace with their house doors open, and moreover, things lost
on the roads were never picked up by passers-by unless to be
returned fo the owners. What does this show? It proves to
us vividly that Confucius had sown the seeds of morality in the
people’s mind, for their manners were more polished, and their
character much better cultivated.

So we see that Confucius was as well a statesman as a
moral teacher, and at the same time he was one of the greatest
educators which the world has ever produced. People of modern
times revere him as the father of education. Because of this
great statesman, this moral teacher and educator, we solemnized

"+ 4 lantern celebration on his natal day.

On the above stated day, although it was a holiday, the
Student-committee remained in the schonl compound to put up
the lanterns and arrange the benches around the flag pole, in
spite of the heavy showers. In the afternoon, the rain let up
considerably to our great joy. As evening drew near and our
work of stringing up the lanterns was accomplished the sky
seemed even clearer than before.

After supper, though slight rain accured, yet it soon ceased
and the sky became starry. A multitude of guests, besides the
girl-students and women-missionaries, attended our celebration
in spite of the damp benches and wet grounds. The celebration,
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consisting of speeches delivered by members of the Chinese
faculty and by the student-representative, the sleight-of-hand
performance and a humorous speech, started in the evening at
seven o'clock sharp. The noise of the hand-clapping could be
heard for many blocks.

The lanterns seemed fo compete with the stars in glory
and brightness. In one respect especially, the lanterns seemed
characteristically like the stars, that is, the twinkling of the
uncertain stars was like the lanterns some of which were put.
out by the winds or suddenly dark when their candles had
burned out. A hundred lanterns on a frame were hoisted to
the top of our school’s flag pole sixty feet above the ground,
and were visible as far as “Quen Do Lee (‘B i€ B).” In
this friendly competition between the stars and ‘made stars.’
I think -that the latter proved victorious by virtue of their
various hues. Thus the sentence, instead of reading, ‘‘the
celestial beauty is in the world incomparable’’ ought to rua
thus: ‘‘ In this one respect, the heavenly beauty was overcome.
by earthly stars.”

The speakers were eloquent and held the audience’s interest
to the last. Every word pierced our hearts and stired up our
feelings and patriotism. The virtue of Confucius, his powerful
force for morality, the wisdom of his words were all presented
to us ably and forcefully.

In regard to the sleight-of-hand performance, which a.
Chinese colloquialisin terms “ She Fah (j #),” the *‘ She Fah
man’’ did his best to please us, He himself seemed to be
celebrating Confucins too, for he was in high spirits and his
art was clever and interesting, and his words brought roars of
laughter, His tricks and jokes were rewarded with heavy
applause. '
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At last came a witty speech by Mr. Sung-—a famous
‘humorist in the school. As his lips opened, the laughter of
the audience followed. Although his jokes lasted but five
minutes, every eye was filled with tears, not tears of sorrow, butl
-tears of uncontrollable mirth.

The celebration was brought to a close with much hand-
-clapping at half past nine. All the students were proud of
‘their successful celebration, and I, who was one of the
-committee, was especially glad because the guests had heard
" again the doctrines of Confucius which lie as a safe track for
‘the people to run their lives on.

Learning from recent papers that in political circles
‘Confucianism has been proposed as China’s National religion,
I, though myself, a follower of the great sage, am filled with
.astonishment and hesitation. For religion deals with the
relation between man and God, while Confucius in his
‘teachings, nowhere touches on god or on eternity. He gave
us our best code of ethics, but can it be called a religion?
-Confucianism might be called a religion did it treat of heavenly
matters and the eternal soul as well as of human morality. As
it is, if we call Confucianism a religion, we wrong the doctrines
of Confucius. We are not agnostics, we ought to know
whether it is worthy or rather reasonable to call this doctrine a
religion or not. It seems to me more sensible to call Confucius
.a great sago and the founder of our systems of ethics and
education.

But as for our religion, the satisfying of the soul’s longing
for comfort, strength and a key to the eternal life which most
of us believe in, we must look elsewhere than to Confucianism.
Does this seem reasonable to you, readers?
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The Sixth Semi-Annual Field and
Track Meet of our School

By Chin Yu Sung
. Higher Norma! School of Moukden

Lately we have realized that athletics is indispensably
neceseary to the develpment of a sound body and a sound mind.
Therefore, a track meet took place in our school on a fine day.
We had held the meet five times within these three years. So.
this was called the Sixth Semi-Annual Meet. It afforded much
pleasurs to the students and the professors. -

A few black clouds floated in the sky, without a breath of
air to move them during that night before. But with sunrise
it melted into nothing. There was sunshine upon Moukden,
and the beams of the autumn sun played cheerily upon our
play ground. In-the centre of the field was a large pole to.
which was tied a flag with these characters:—‘‘The Track
‘Meet.”” We had a instrumental band and old Chinese music
playing in merry tunes. It played after each event.

| At eight o’clock in that forenoon, our drill teacher
assembled all students together by a whistle and entered the
play ground arranged like a compass surrounded by the
spectators. The players dressed from head to foot in fancy
shape and came forward with firm steps and immense strength.
When the runners were running, the spectators gave loud
applause and rewarded them with prizes. Most of my school-
mates looked delightful.

The program of the meet was as below:~—
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“Two hundred and twenty yards dash,” ‘‘Shot Put,”
“ Broad jump,” ‘“‘Ope hundred yards dash,” ¢ Obstacle
rece,” ‘‘Mile run,” eic. In the forenoon. *f Boxing,”
* Fencing,” *‘Volley ball,”” and ‘Tennis.” At noon were
“Four hundred and forty yards race,”” ‘‘A mile and half -
race,’”’ *‘ High jump,’”’ *‘Pole vault,”” and ‘‘ Walking race.”
At last, in the afternoon we had an after-piece which was made
by ourselves with various figures, such as monks, statues,
farmers, merchants and a ragged beggar. Besides these, old
ladies, girl students and children. How delightful and in-
teresting it is! Our classmates won many prizes, especially
Messrs. Ku and Yang who captured several first prizes in
the events. We, therefore applanded and clapped hands for
the glory of our whole class. I am very sorry that I took no
part in them at that time, fearing that I might fail as I
did not practise any before. 'When the meet came to an
-end, the spectators all went away. - I was still in high spirit and
not tired at all. But the rest were as weary as after a long
day’s march. While I looked up the sky, the sun by degrees
wheeled its broad disk down in the west, and having little or
1o wind, with the sunshine upon our faces. The most delight-
iful day I ever saw.

At length, our schoolmaster spoke to us:—*‘This track
‘meet is better than before. I am very glad that no one has
‘been wounded and everything was done in order. I hope you
will always practise the races, if you have spare {jme.” We
-clapped our hands to admire him. Then we adjourned by his
«order to our dining-room for supper.
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A Trip to Yolosan

By Wiiliam Y. Hwang

One day, at the time of Spring Vacation, I wished to go
to Yolosan, a great mountain in Hunan, with several my of
friends who desired to go there as much as I, as the weather
was warm and fine.

We first went towards the West Gate where I saw many
steamers and the Changsha Customs along the bank. Then we
got on board a boat, and then we reached Sae-Lu-Chow. But
there are two times to cross the river, because there is a very
small island projecting into the middle of the river. So then
we went on board another boat which was swifter than the
boat in which we had been before.

Having arrived at the other side, we marched up the
mountain on which there stands a temple and on the foot of
which there is a school as we have already known—a High
Normal School. At length we got to the top and we could see
all the sights of the city of Changsha.

The scenes which met our eyes were as varied as they
were pleasing. Now a steamer, in full sail, passing majestically
~ across the horizon—now a fleet of tiny fishing-boat skimming
past us.

Some of us were going to gather wild flowers; some to
collect pebbles; and some wandered about from place to place.
1 could find the tongues in trees, books in running brooks,
germons in stones, and good in every thing. It was the first
time I had been on Yolosan, and I was struck, as every one must
be, with the magenificence of the spectacle, which gave me a
better idéa of the mighty power of the Creator than I had ever
conceived before.

At last the brightness of the day began to get dimmed.
Sure enough, we had to return home. At last we reached the
West Gate, from here I went home and I safely arrived.
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Translation.

From Chinese into English
.
5E®E
e T ,‘E%‘ B EFEFH , 8 H EWm A
BMZHEELE-MXTEOSEERTO,Z2 5S84

Loquacity is useless.

Somebody once asked Muh Sze if it was profitable to talk
much. Muh Sze said that the frog croaks day and night, yet
we get tired of its cry. Assoon as the cock crows, the whole
world is roused to action. We should speak in due time.

Talking too much is useless.

2.

I AR
AZERBEBAERBEEREELBTR L LEH
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2.

Virtue is the source of happiness.

Men’s true happiness Gepends upon virtue and not upon
possessions. Socrates was an ancient sage. Somebody asked
him if the king of Persia could be called a happy man.
The sage answered, *‘ It is hard to say, for I do not know if he
is proficient in virtue and in knowledge. Only virtue and
knowledge can make & man happy.”’
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