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PREFACE

Blood transfusion as one of the important therapeutic
measures in the practice of medicine has not received the
attention in China it déserves. 'The dramatic change that
follows the transfusion of a patient who has had severe
hemorrhage with shock is well known to all the medical
profession. The great value of transfusion in diseases of
the blood and debilitating conditions are rapidly becoming
established. With the recent advancement of immunology,
the value of blood transfusion in infections and in increa-
sing the activity of the body defense mechanisms against
intercurrent infection in individuals suffering from chronic
maladies is beginning to be understood. In spite of the
wide range of usefulness of this therapeutic measure, it is
not yet extensively used in many of the so-called modern
hospitals in China, not to mention the general practice of
medicine. This is partly due to difficulty in securing donors
and partly to the idea that transfusion can only be esrried
out in a specially equipped hospital.

The first difficulty can be overcome by educating the pub-
lic in the harmlessness of the procedure and in its usefulness.
It has been found pogsible to do this to a satisfactory extent in
Peping. The feeling that transfusion is too difficult technical-
ly is due to lack of knowledge and experience on the part of
physicians. Blood grouping and matching for compatibility
of donor and recipient are simple when once understood, and
the citrate method requires no special apparatus.
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1t therefore seemed-advisable to the authors to present
this “Principles of Blood Trarnsfusion’ in Chinese so as to
make this important procedure available to the Chinese-
reading profession as well as to such of the non-.professional
public as may be interested.

Only the practical details of the principles of blood
transfusion are given. No attempt i8 made to describe in
detail any of the various theories concerning the mild
reactions that sometimes follow the transfusion of blood.
Special attention has been paid to the technique and im.
portance of grouping, direct matching, and to the minute
details of the citrate and syringe methods. IEffort has been
made to have this section reasonably complete and to give
due credit to the authors who have made important con-
tributions on the subject. Apologies are offered for any
omission of credit. The Western literature is €0 voluminous
that a complete bibliography could not possibly be given.

The authors extend their deep appreciation for the co-
operation of their colleagues in the department of medicine
of the Peking Union Medical College for the use of the cases
reported and for the use of the blood-grouping records; to
Dr. C. V. Yui for help in preparation of the manuseript
and much valuable advice; and to Mr. T. F. Chiu for proof-
reading, and finally to Dr. H. N, ()héng, the Editor of the
medical books of The Commercial Press, China, for his

cobperation,
SHeu-NAN CHER

Grorge Y. C. Lu
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