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Maine (Sir H. Maine) 4} Stephen(J. F. Stephen) %Wﬁe_nﬂ “Two different views may be taken
of the relation between rulers and their subjects. If the ruler is regarded as the superior of the
subject, as being by the nature of his position presumably wise and good, the rightful ruler and
guide of the whole population, it must necessarily follow that it is wrong to censure him openly,
and, even if he is mistaken, his mistakes should be pointed out with the utmost respect, and that,
whether mistaken or not, no censure should be cast on him likely or designed to diminish his
authority. If, on the other hand, the ruler is regarded as the agent and servant, and the subject
as the wise and good mastor, who is obliged to delegate his power to the so-called ruler because,
being a multitude, he cannot use it himself, it must be evident that this sentiment must be reversed.
Every member of the public who censures the ruler for the time being exercises in his own person
the right which belongs to the whole of which he forms a part. He is finding fault with his
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