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INTRODUCTION.

Asovt the time when Luther was engaged moreforning, the
Chreh of Chnst in Barope, a Brahmau in Bengal employed himsel
m a similar misston with regard to the rehigion of the Hundus.
Thee Kuropean reformer exerted hus head and heart o eleanse the
Churel of the manitold corruptions which ages of papal supreinacy
ud priesteraft had engrafted on the simple doctrines of the Bible,
while his Bengal contemporary  luboured assiduonsly to revive
the neglected theosophy of the Bhigavat.  The one inculeated
the doetrme of iustification by faith alone, and the other the mys-
toy of Bhahti. But the course of the two reformers did not
vun parallel. The wmonk of Wattenburg commenced and ended
1 reformer, and his hfe was devoted  most successfully to the re-
demption of Burope from  the thraldom  of priesteraft, while
the speeulative Bralman early retived from the busy seenes and
vares of life to meditate in aseetic seelusion on divine love and
merey, and his ardent exertions to hreak through the trammels
of caste and the despotic influenee of the Indian lierarchy served
but to ercate a system of gloomy mysticism.

This system is called by it~ followers the doctrine of  Bhakti
wrdrge or the “ translation of faith.,” 1t owes its origin to a dispos: -
tion for metaphysical enquiry operating upon a very ardent and
enthusiatic temperament—to a eonflict of doubt and uncertainty
resulting from #longing of the mind to peneteate deeper into
those mysterious scerets, the nature and the attributes of the
Deity, which have often employed, hut wniformly haffled, hwnan
comprehension; and as the resnlt of such a cause, traces of
it may be found in some shape or other in every religion of
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the world.  The ancient schools of Greeee afford abundant
evidence of its predominanee in the days of Soerates and Plato,
and the theories of the modern philosophers of Kurope are not
exempt from its mystic tinge. In the Bible many passages oceur
which would afford as good instances of mystie devotion as any
to he met with in the pastorals of Jayadeva or the poems of
Rupa Goswami. But the closest resemblance to the system is
horne by the visionary and delusive doctrine of the Sufis,  Sir
William Jones was the first who noticed this analogy, in his
admirable essay on the mystie poetry of the Persians and Hindus,
but little has been done sinee to throw light on the subjeet.
Tt may not be uninteresting, therefore, to place, in justaposi-
tion, the most salient points of the two systems.

Both the Sufi and the Bhakta alihe yearn for communion with
a beneficent  creator, and assume an ardent and enthusiastie
love for him to be the only means through which that union is
to be effeeted. The one iz as thorough an optimist as the
other. The Sufi represents himself as entirely devoted to the
search of truth, and perfectly independent of the ordinances of
the canonical law ; so doth the Bhakta, A hlnd submission to the
opinions of the Khalifi is a peenliar characteristic of Sufism,
Its followers “ are invited to embark in a sea of doubt under
the guidance of a sacred teacher, whom they are required to deem
superior to all other mortals, and worthy of a holy confidence
that borders wpon adoration.”  With the Biukta the case is
still more impressive.  “Of all obligations,” says Professor
Wilson,* “the Guru Pdddsraya, or servile veneration of the spiri-
tual teacher, is the most important and compulsory, the memhers
of this sect not only are required to deliver up themselves and
cvery thing valuable to the disposal of the Gurn, they are not
ouly to entertain full helief of the usual Vaishi@va tenct, which
identifies the votary, the teacher and the god, but they arc to
look upon the Gure as onc and the present deity, as possessed
of pore authority even than the deity, and as one whose favour

* Hindu Scets, page 103.
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1s more {0 be courted and whose anger is more to be deprecated,
than even that of Krishna himsell.”

The Sufi knows no distinetion of easte, nor does the Bhakta.
Chaitanya freely admitted Mongols and Patans within the pale
of his seet, and invested them with a sanetity which few even of
his Bribman followers could venture to assume.  “ A total dis-
engagement of the mind from all temporal coneerns and worldly
pursuits,’” s msisted upon ax a sine qua non hoth hy the Sufi
and the Bhakta, and none can assume the Khirkd or the Kanthd
without first submitting to this primary condition. Fasts aud
penanees are alike despised by both, and yet hoth pass their lives
in oue eternal round of privations.  They are voluptuaries in
thought aud expression, and allegories and love songs and ghazals
figure promincutly in all their writings.  Coneerts, both voeal and
instrumental, are thewr special favourites.  Chaitanya repeatedly
insists upon the mgaculons elleet of Sudikiviene in training the
mind for divine communion, and devoted mueh of his time to
religious singing and dancing, Famting m eestatie devotion is ano.
ther peeuliar characteristic common to the two seets, and innu-
nicrable inptances are on record of Chaitanya, Munsoor Helay
and therr followers” swooning away in fits of religions enthusiasm.
Nor is this peculiaety confined to the great teachers alone, even
ucophytes of very moderate pretensions, Jay claim to this mark
of sanctity, .

The Bhaktas belicve that in order to the attainment of su-
preme heatitude, they pust pass through five stages or states
of probation. The first of these is called Sinta or quiticsm,
or a state of calm contemplation of the deity. The sccond is
Disya or servitude, which in a more active state leads on to
the third or Sikhye or friendship, and that in its turn to the
fourth or Bitralya (filial aflection,) awl lastly to Mdidhurya
or love, when the devotee, rising above all idea of divinity, en
tertains the same avdent attachment for the deity which a hu.
man lover feels for the objeet of his love or *“ what the milkmaids
ol Brinddvan entertained for their charming Krishna,”
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With the Suli the gradation is similar, but not dentical. ¥ He
has only four states of probation,  With him the first is Neisit
or humanity, in which the disciple subjecting himself to ‘the
canons of his faith, attempts to purify his soul hy the practice of
religion. It may he compared to the Disya of the Bhakta.
The sceond is Jabrut when, by religious exereises in the preeeding
stage, the devotee attains power to abandon the observances of
religious forms and ceremonies, as he now exchanges, to use their
own phrase, ¢ practical for spiritual worship.”  Its relation to the
third stage of the Bhaktas, our Indian Sufis, when they, risig
above the ordinances of the Smriti, profess themisehves to he the
friends of the deity, is evident.  The net is a state of know ledge
(Xraf) of which extreme sanetity is the peeuliar characteristic
It has its counterpart in the Sinta of the Vaisnavas,  The last
state of Sufi excellence w usl or union with the deity, and in
this the Sufis apparently differ from the Bfktas. "The former,
adopting the doctrine of the modern Veddnting, helieve the
supreme cause of all to bear the same relation to the human ~onl
which the sun does to its rays; that like unto the solar rays,
emanations from the divine soul are continually darted forth and
re-absorbed, and that this absorption to the primary essence is
the great end and objeet of their religion.  They hold that when
in the state of wasil, a Sufi saint has thoronghly understood the
velation of his own sclf to the divisity, he might with pro-
priety proclaim of himself, ““1 am the truth” [An nlhaq], justin
the same way that the Vedantins do thg Vedic dogma of Soka-
mashmi, “1 am he;” “ dham Brakima;” “1 am Brahma,” and
the like.  'While the latter maintain that the human soul is dis-
tinct and radically different from the Divine one, althonugh pos-
scssing in some measurce its nature, both being uncreate and
eterual, and that a state of fellowship with the deity in one cternal
round of diviue felicity, is the highest reward of their religion.

* See Capt. Graham's paper on the Sufis in Vol. I of the Transactions
of the Taterary Socicty of Bombay, to which we are indebted for much
of whav is written above of these pantheistic visionaries.
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This difference, however, is more nominal than real; for vot-
withstanding their belief in the doetrine which maintains the
identity of the divine and the human soul, the Sufis are very
uncertain as to the exact nature of the union they so impassion-
ately long for.  One of the greatest saints of this order, whose
mystie poetry is held in the highest veneration, Mowlind Jeldl-
ud-dim Rumi, has a verse which entively scouts the idea of actual
absorption into the deity.  Tle writes :—

« Now, mystic Lovers! with strange delight,
To heavenly mansions wing your rapturons flight ;

© Tread, of you halls august, the marble floor,
Behold the Kreenan Faig, and face to face adore.”

The history of Sufism is involved in obsenrity ; nothing w
hnown of the first promulgators of the system and of its subse-
quent progress till the time of Sheikh Mohiuddin X1i, who in the
middle of the 11th century published his  Fatiihdil e Mdakki” and
“ Fasis ul Hikain,” which have ever sinee heen reckoned as the
text hooks of the seet.  Allah o bus, © God and nothing else” is
a favourite dogma of the Sufis, and they aseribe it to Abu Said
Abul Khgir who lived about nine hundred years ago.  Some of
them maintain that Mahommed was the first promulgator of
their religion, and was himself a Sufi of the highest order.  That
the Prophet of Mccea was greatly aided in the disscwination of
his religion hy a body of ardent enthusiasts, there can he no
doubt, and that he inculcated many pantheistic dogmas ad-
mits of proof, but whether they owe their paternity to him or to
a foreign source, and how far they assimilate to the doctrine of
the modern Sufis, arc problems which must await further re-
scarch for their solution.

Of the doctrine of Bhakti the earlicst record is the Bhagavad
Gitd in which Krishpa maintains the superiority of Faith over
Knowledge, as a mecans of salvation. From the Gitd it is to he
traced to the Sri Bhigavat, where it appears in a high state of
development and ready to supersede the doctrines of the Vedas
and the Darsanas. But it does not appear that on its promulga-
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tion in the Purdna, it had had any great effeet on the established
religion of the country. Hermits and sages, in their monastic
scelusion, occasionally indulged in its mystic reveries, but the
great hody of the Ilindus still adhered to the auncient faith,
Jayadeva in the 8th century embodied, it in his exquisite pas-
toral on the loves of Krishna and Radhd, and seven hundred
years after him, Chaitanya first inculcated it as a system of prac-
tical rcligion in supercession of all established forms of wor-
ship. The snccess which attended his exertions was  great.
Within a few short years, thousands hailed him with divine
hionors, and embraced his doctrine with enthusiasm,

Chaitanya devoted all his time to pilgrimages, preachings
and meditations, and never thought of committing his opi-
nions to writing; his disciples, however, have made ample
amends for this omission on his part. Their writings have
invested with a halo the religion of their tutor. The works
of Rupa Goswimi, of Jivi Goswimi, of Sandtauna and of Kavi-
karnapura have established a new era in the annals of Sans-
krita literaturc, and their influence have, within three centu-
ries, secured for the religion of Chaitanya upwards of sixtecn
millions of converts.

Rupa is the author of about a dozen different works, includ.-
ing a drama, scveral mystic poems of great merit, a collection
of hymns, and an abridgment of the Bhigavat, To Jiva is due
the credit of investing the simple doctrines of Chaitanya with
the mctaphysies of the Vedinta. The dutics and obligations of
the Bhaktas were systematized by Sandtana, while Krishnpadisa,
Kavikarnpapura and others have, with more than Boswellian
assiduity, recorded the lives of their teacher and his principal
companions.

Kavikarpapura was born in the year A. C, 1624, IIis father,
a Vaidya of Kanchripird in the Hooghly district, was a man
of great influence, and had early ingratiated himself in the
favour of Chaitanya, by his excrtions in sccuring prosclytes,
aud by inviting pilgrims from all parts of Bengal to the car
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festival of Jagannitha, 1le established an image of Krishna-
riyaji in his native town, which still continues to he the resort
of large numbers of pilgrims from the neighbouring districts.
Of the life of Kavikarpapura little scems to be known,
although as a Sanskrita author of great cminence, his name is
familinr with the Vaishnavas. 1his earliest work is the Aluit-
kire Kaustubha, a treatise on rhetorie, the principles of which
he was destined to illustrate with remarkable success in his
after years.  His next cssay in the field of Sanskrita literature
was a pocm on the life of Chaitanya, but his reputation as a
writer, however, was not established uatil after the publication
of the A nanda-TIrinddcana Champu, which for richness of style
and beauty of imagery claims the highest praise. It is written
in a species of poctical prose of which Macpherson’s Ossian
may be quoted as an cxample.  Its subject is the life of
Krishna as narrated in the 10th book of the Bhizavat.
Subsequent to the Champn, Kavikarpapura published the
Krishna-yanoddessa-dipikd, the Gour-ganoddessa-dipikd and the
Chaitanya Chandrodaya. The last is a historical drama in 10
acts, anj was first represented at the sandal festival of
Jagannitha, in the court of Riji Pratiparudra, king of Cuttack,
It belongs to the class technically termed Netaka, and in its
name and plot is an imitation of the Probodha Chandrodaya,
of Kcsava Misra. The subjcct is taken from the Karcha of
Rupa Goswimi, which describes in tedious detail even the most
trifling incidents in the life of Chaitanya. It may be casily
supposed that the biography of a hermit unconnected with the
world furnishes scanty materials for a ten act play, ard accord-
ingly the Chaitanya Chandrodaya is made up of too many dia-
logues that lead to nothing, and is peculiarly deficient in unity
of action. A profusion of alliterations and a gorgcously ornate
style arc also amongst its faults, which considerably detract
from its merits as an acting drama—for it would, no doubt, fail,
in performance, to master the sympathy of a large and promis-
cuous audience; as the result of reflected—not of immediate—
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ispiration, 1t wants that orignal energy that can alone move 4
popular concourse. But regarded as an ideal drama—a
scries of tableaux vivans presenting faithful portraitures of the
adored object of a large body of enthusiasts—of one who was
not so much a person as a personified principle,—the work will
always command the estcem of the lovers of literary worth.
Nor is this at all inconsistent. We have evidence enoungh in
English literature that a work of dramatic power is, inde-
pendently of theatrical aids, a suflicient basis for literary
distinction. The unacted dramas of Byron and others, have
as deeply penetrated the circle of the cducated and intelligent,
as if they had attained the ultimate and gratifying result of
theatrical representation.

Kavikarpapura attempts to delineate the life of a speculative
philosopher—of onc whose sole aim was to abstract himself from
all carnal enjoyments and to pass a life of pure spirituality—
of an antipode of Falstaff. Shakspeare punts the latter as a
strong active intcllect, lost in sensuality, and embodicd m
gross and corpulent fleshiness—* a huge mass of animal enjoy-
ment and corporeal appetite ;” while the sketch of the former
in that of quict spiritual being enthusiastieally in love with his
creator, and immersed in intelleetual eestasy, whose abstraction
from all animal pleasures gives to the emaciated remnant of hus
body an airy hghtness, and wakes it scem more a shadow than
a reality.

The Dramatis Persone of the play are :—

Men.
Chaitamya.—Saint of Nuddea.
Adwaitya.—An early associate and friend of the former.

Sandlana, }Ministors of Tosscin Shah, king of Bengal.
Rupa.

Pratiparudra.—XKing of Cuttack.
Sdrvabhoma.—1hs Pandita.
Chandunes'ware.—Son of the abhove,
Ridmdnanda.—A Kadstha of Puri,
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Swarupadimodara,
Viswarupa,
Hariddsa,
Sukldmbara,
Viininditha,
CGadddhara,
Guaigddisa,
Puriswara,
Nyikantha. f Disciples of Chaitanya.
Muhundu,

Vdsudera,

Jagndinanda,
Brahmdinanda Bhdaraty,
Muvriri,

Viswambhara,

Gopindtha,

Tulast Misra, J
Ndrada—A samt.

Kas'i Misra.—A brihman of ("uttack

Malla Bhotta.—A Pandita from the kg of Karnitaka.
Ratuikara.—A personation of the ocean.

Vairdgya.— Ditto of Dispassion.
Kali.—Ditto of Tmmorality.
Adharma.—Ditto of Vice,

Wonen,

Nachi—DMother of Chaitanya.

Muitri Devi—A personation of Friendship.
Prema Bhakti—Intto of Faith,
Gungd.—Ditto of the River Ganges,

The wife of Pratiparudra.
Brahmaps, attendants, door-hcepers, maids, foreigners,
fairies, Manager, Actor, Interpreter, soldiers, &e. &e.
After the usual benediction and prologue, the drama opens
with a conversation between the stage manager and his com.
panion, in which the subject of the work is introduced to the
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audience. Asitcontaing an outline of the nature of Bhakti, we
give it entire.

(Scene—a plain before the temple of Jugannidtha at Puri.)
Acror.—Sir, who are these people assembled liere?
Maxacer.—The followers of Krishna Chaitanya.

Act.—And who is this Chaitanya?

Manac.—My good fellow, you secm as if yon were as yet an
unborn bhabe, since you happen not even to have heard the name
of the great lord.  Tisten:

A wonderful tree, called Chaitanya, has appeared in this earth.
Its root is the illustrions Yati Madhabendra Pwd, Xditya is
its germ, the renowned Abadhutat is its trink, and Vakréswara
and wmrs of overflowing faitht form its main branches; its
expansion is Sarupa, the cxercise of faith forms its flower, and
its fruit is sincere love for the Deity; its point has pene-
trated far above the felicitous regions of Brahmid; whercon
a brace of playful birds called Ridhd and Krishna,} which know
no difference of feeling, have found a roosting-place ; its shade
is a sovercign relicf for the fatigues to which the way-farers of
this earth arc doomed ; it 18 the sowree whenee the desires of the
faithful arc obtained.

Acr—And what is the use of this incarnation, my learned Sir

ManaceEr.—TListen.  Learned sophists, led by the planet of
their own ardent theories, belicving in  the ancient dogma
that absorption in a Brahma without attributc and without end,
is the greatest good, and meditation on the Divine Unit is
the means of attaining that treasure, do not feel the great truth
that the great lord S'ri Krishna is Brahma, that he is an

* Alias Nitydnands.
t Lit. of juicy body, Faayafw:. full of the humour of love, a double
entendre,
1 Radhé literally means “ adoration ;" 1w g1y ﬁf’v}r } and Krishna
“true happiness :” thoy go hand in hand and cannot he soparated.
ity gwit oy e frares: |
frwy wEradmY wy wafir i
Malibhdrata ; Udyoga Parva.
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incarnation of truth, intelligence and felicity, that he possesseth
divine attributes, is ever playful, and the most beautiful, and that
his worship, culogized by sages Sanandana and others,and no where
reviled, s the highest objeet of human ambition.  Nor do they
know that the means of obtaining him is Bhakhtiyoga or devotion,
of which the recitation of his name is the chief, and that these
are the great scerets of the Sfstras.  To disclose the smne unto
mankmd has this incarnation of intelligence [Chaitanya], assum-
ing the form of Chaitanya, made himself manifest.

Acr.—llas this Hari published any work explanatory of his
principles?

Mavacer.—Though it 1 well known that the Almighty is the
author of the Vedas, yet the performances of the ()muiscisnt arc
not defined by time, space or agent.

Acr.—Why then do not all mankind embrace his doctrine ?

Mavaser.—How can men with different desires all hetake to
the same super-cminent path?  Their dispositions impelled by
therr wishes ereate a variety of opinions,

Acr—Your Bhahhtiyoga or exereise of devotion, which, you
say, was wghnown to the authors of our Sistras, produces a won-
derful knowledge the result of which is abrorption into the
deity, the same which the professors of the S'dstras inculeate,
where lies then the difference ¥

Maniscer.— From the text which says :— The recitation of
the name of the Loved Onc* produces an enamouration and an
carnestness which makes him, who adopts this religion, to laugh,
and cry, and scream, and sing, and dance like a mad man,” it is
evident that the Bhaktiyoga of which singing the name of
the lord is a component, produces a peculiar attachment which
passes on to an cxcessive fellow-feeling. [t is also said,
“ such truthful beingst perccive me to he of pleasing and
of henignly smiling—of gratifying and cxcessively beautiful
—forms, with rosy eyes, and talk to mec in sweet soothing
words. Devotion by the aid of those charming forms and in-

* The Deity. t Bliaktas.
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nocently playful and smiling glances and pleasing speech, robs them
of their mind and sonl, aud leads them on unto salvation, against
their will.”’#  From which you sec that salvation is a state of fel-
lowship with the Deity and not absorption; therefore has the
venerable Kapila said: “devotion is superior to sanctification ;”
and hence, is the singing of the name of the lord, in the Kali
Yuga, no sccondary means towards the attainment of the great
ohject of human existence, and the source of heavenly love.

Acr.—S8ir, your words are most wonderful. The S'dstras
ordain that the name of the Lord leads to absorption and you
maintain the contrary. We have heard, “hy reciting the name
of Nirdyana the dying Ajdmila obtuined muiti.”

Mayscer (smiling).~-Mukti here means fellowship, for in that
very place it is said : “ He immediately assumed the shape of the
companions of the deity.”  This doctrine of Krnshna Chaitanya
overthrows all others.  All righteous men adopt this doetrine.
Even Kali himself is blessed by this incarnation,

Acr.—How so? IHas not Kali heen reviled thus:

“In the Iron age, O king, men, becoming of heretical and
divided opinions, worship not the great Lord of the Universe,
the Almighty Achyuta, on whose lotus feet bow down the lords
of the three regions.”

Manacer.—That refers to some other Kali in which theie
has been no incarnation of Krishua.  Otherwise,

“In mercey to those faithful heings who will be born in the
Kali Yuga, Ile displayed his holy earcer, wlich assnages pain
and grief and dissolves darkness.

¢ O king, in the Kali Yuga mankind will be the followers of
Nfirfyana ; men of the Satya and other ages will long to be
born in the Kali Yuga.”

And such other verses, propheeying the incarnation of Chai-
tauya, would be inconsistent.

* AN AerTeR sErcfivETeR AT |
SAWAT AN Wi fagar aferaedt w3 0
Bhagavat.
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Acr.—Can not Kali frustrate the wishes of those aspirants?

Manacer.—Can that moon, which is daily wasting, ohstruct
the light of the heavenly luminaries during the wane %

(Behind the scene.) Who is it that reviling me, turns up to
the moon?

Maxscer.—(Looking carefully around.) WBchold, my good
Sir, just while we are speaking, here comes he, a monster
of wrath and a stranger to merey, having his favourite com-
pamon Adharma by his side: we had better now retire.—

Exir.

Kili (Tmmorality) and Adharma (Vice) next enter the stage,
and in a protracted conversation narrate the history of Chai-
tanya from his birth to the time when he adopted the life of
an ascetic, including an account of the miraculons manner in
which he converted Jagii and Midhdi, two of his most inve-
terate opponents, to his doctrine.  In the third scene the
followers of the Nadid Saint publicly invest him with the
rights of a divine tutor, and a very miscellancous conversation
then follows on his miracles and his precepts.

The seqond Act opens with a dialogue, hetween Bhakti and
Bairdgya, on the errovs and imperfections of the different In-
dian systems of rcligion and on the excellence of faith as a
means of salvation, in coursc of which the former points out
how Chaitanya exerted his utmost to break through the thral-
dom of caste, how he admitted Mahomedans into his scct,
how he mctamorphosed himsclf into various shapes for the
gratification of his followers, how he cured a leper by his
touch, and afforded a variety of other proofs of his divine nis-
sion. Chaitanya next appears and displays his super-human
power by manifesting bimself in the mind of his friend
Adwaita in the form of Krishna.

In the third Act Maitri and Premabhakti deseribe the na-

* This verse is 0 doudl~ enlendre and might he translated as under,
lienee its applicability. The source of evil daily decreases by them who
arce followers of Krishna. Mow can it frustrate those who have obtained
the protection of Vishnu's feet ¥
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turc and coursc of Bhakti, and allude to a theatrical exhibi-
tion in the house of one A'chirya Ratna in which Chaitanya
took a part; the sccne then shifts to the house of the Acharya,
where they observe the play in which Chaitanya enacts the
part of Infant Krishpa claiming the right of being worshipped
as the Lord of the Gopas, by the milk maids of Brinddvana.

The fourth Act describes the circnmstances which attended
his adoption of the lifc of a hermit, the fifth and the sixth his
progrcss from Nadid to Jagannith, including a variety of
incidents illustrative of the benign influence of his religion.
The seventh, eighth and ninth acts record his sayings and
doings, during his peregrimations in the Dchkan, Bengal,
Benares, Allahabad, and Brindivana, his reception in those
places, his preachings and the conversion by him of Rupa and
Sanitana, ministers of llossein Shah, king of Bengal; the
tenth Act closes the play by reuniting Chaitanya with his
favourite desciples in Jagannditha. In some MSS. an epilogue
follows which states the date of the work to be S'aka 1494 =
1573 A. C.

The work is scarce in Calcutta. I could obtain the use of
only three MSS. in carrying the following pages through
the press.  Of thesc one helongs to the Library of the Asiatic
Society (No. 29, Sunskrita Calalogue) and the other two to
private collections. They are all of very modern date and
written in the Bengali character.  Their correctness, however,
has been acknowledged by several distinguished Sanskrita
scholars whom I have had oceasion to consult.

Of the principles inculeated in the Chaitanya Chandrodaya,
which is generally acknowledged to be an eacellent specimen of
the Bhakti literature of the Hmdus, we need say nothing further.
The reader will have been cnabled, by the preceding remarks,
and still more by our extract, to form a judgwent of the mystic
doctrine. IIc will perceive that, although the discordant mate-
rials of the Purinas have been put together with much skill in
order to produce a system that should unite in one body, the
metaphysical refinement of the Veddnta with the idolatries of
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mediceval Hinduism, it does not propose to itself the highest
objects of social improvement—that it is more calenlated to
produce a ¢ hypertrophy of the religious feelings,”” than a healthy
heart-felt veneration for the great Father of the wniverse—
that it is more suited to the temper of lazy monks than the
requirements of honest citizens. e will discover, also that Suffism
is the result of the same process of thinking and of the same
state of the religious feclings, which are the canses of Bhaktiism,
and bears to it a family likeness, such as would afford strong
primé facic evidence of its Indian origin,  Sir William Jones
was led, from a study of it peculiar characters, to attribute its
paternity to Vaishpavism ; Capt. Graham traces it to the pan-
theism of the Sdnkhya, and Maleolm and others have pointed
out its resemblance to the doctrine of the later Vedintins.
While others again regard it as “ a discase of the mind, which
attacks cvery nation as soon as it has passed the meridian of its
grandeur,”* aud deny its Brahmanie parentage. We do not
intend, however, to cuter here into a discussion of the question,
for at present, we think, there is searcely data sufficiently ex-
pheit and, harmonious in their evidence to afford a satisfuc-
tory solution.

Soorah, 18th May, 1854.

* Sprenger’s Istallichiat Sufid, p. 1.
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