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LIVES

OF

THE ADMIRALS:

INCLUDING

A NEW AND ACCURATE

NAVAL HISTORY.

CHAP. 1.

The Naval History of Great Biitam fiom the Accession of Kmg
Geoige II to the End of the War in the Year 1763.~—Contmued
from the preceding Volume.

A sour the close of the preceding year, * overtures of A.D.

accommodation were made on the part of France by
Monsieur Rouille, secretary of state, in a private letter
to Mr. Fox, secretary of state to his Britannic majesty.
But as this application was calculated only to amuse the
English ministry, in order to gain time, it produced no
other effect. The French, having now augmented their
navy very considerably, ordered all the British subjects
in Frauce to depart the kingdom ; published an edict for
the encouragement of privateers; seized every Enghj

vessel in their ports, and sent their crews to prison. They
then began to threaten us with an invasion ; and, in order
. to give this project an air of probability, were extremely
busy in their military preparations on the coast of the

# &mollet's History, p. 315.
YOk ¥. k3

1756,



2

NAVAL HISTORY

British Channel. But the design of these preparations
was merely to diveit our attention from their armaments
in the Mediterianean, where the blow was really intended.
The king, the ministry, and their adherents 1n parhiament,
were, however, so completely duped by this }i1ench ma-
nceuvre, that Tlessian and Hanoverian troops were sent
for to protect us, and the repeated authentic information
concerning the equipment and destination of the Toulon
fleet totally disregarded. There never was a more flagrant
example of obstinate infatuation.

At length the destination of the armament at Toulon
was so certainly and universally known, that the British
ministiy started suddenly from their apathy, and, like men
just awakened from a sound slumber, began to act before
they had recovered their senses. It was known to all
Europe, that the French squadron at Toulon consisted of
thirteen ships of the line, and that fifteen thousand land
forces were there ready for embarkation; nevertheless,
only ten British ships were ordered for the Mediter-
ranean, and the command was given to Admiral Byng,
a man whose courage and abilities were yet untried.
With this squadron, not completely manned, without
either hospital or fire-ship, he sailed from Spithead on the
7th of April. IHe had on board Major-general Stuart,
Lord Effingham, Colonel Cornwallis, and about forty
inferiour officers, whose regiments were in garrison at
Minorca; also a regiment of soldiers to be landed at
Gibraltar, and about a hundred recruits.

Admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltar on the 2d of May,
where he found the Louisa, Captain Edgecombe, who
informed him, that he had been driven from Minorca by a
French squadron of thirteen ships of the line, commanded
by Monsieur Galissoniere, who had landed fifteen thou-
sand men on that island. Admiral Byng gave immediate
orders for the ships to complete their provisions and water
with all possible expedition. On the third day after his
arrival he went on shore to confer with General Fowke,



OF KING GEORGE II.

the governor of Gibraltar, conceining a battalion to be
transported to Mmorca. When the admiral demanded
this battalion, the governor produced three several letteis
of instruction from the war-office, which he could neither
reconcile with each other, nor with the order given by the
admiralty to Admiral Byng. 'I'hese several orders, which
were then compared and considered by a council of war
at Gibraltar, being matter of importance to every future
commander, whether at land or sea, I must entreat the
reader, before he proceeds, to consider attentively Admiral
Byng’s instructions, and then to read carefully the orders
sent from the war-office to General Fowke, which he will
find at the bottom of this page. *

The council of war, after mature deliberation, deter-
mined not to part with the battalion required; first,
because 1t appeared by Lord Barrington’s first letter, that
the fuzileers were to remain at Gibraltar ; and, secondly,
because it was the opinion of the engineers who were well
acquainted with Minorca, that to throw succours into St.
Philip would be extremely difficult, if not impossible.
But this resolution of the councl of war was certainly
wrong ; for though 1t appeared by Lord Barrington’s first
letter, that the fuzileers were to remain at Gibraltar, that
order was evidently contradicted by Admiral Byng’s in-
structions of a later date, and the order for sending a
battalion to Minorca was repeated and confirmed. How-
ever, the council of war consented that one captain, six

* Loid Barrington’s letter to General Fowke, dated the 21st of
March, says, < The king has ordered the 10yal 1egiment of fuzjleers
« to embark immediately for Gibialtar, and that upon their arrival
“ you are 1o make a detachment equal to a battalion, fiom the four
“ yegiments in garrison, to Minorca” The second letter, without
any reference to the first, repeats the order for embarking a battahon
on board the fleet for the relief of Minorca, in case there was any
probability of 1its being attacked ; and the third letter, dated Apul 1,
orders the governor to receive such women and children, belongmng
to the fuzileers, as Admural Byng should thwk fit to land.
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NAVAL HISTORY

subalterns, five drums, and two hundred and thirty-five
privates, should be embaiked, 10 supply the deficiency of
those left at Minorca by Caplain Edgecombe, and without
which fus ships would have been of Litde service in case of
an engagement. With regard to Admiral Byng’s orders,
though they were in many respects conditional, his ordeis
to save Minorea, at all events, were positaive and explicit,
and that he ought to have effected, even at the nsque of
sacrificing his whole fleet. Be tlus as it may, he sailed
from Gubraltar on the 8th of May, and on the 16th arrived
at Majorea, where he was joined by the Pheemix, Captain
Hervey, who confirmed the intelligence relative to the
French fleet and the siege of St. Philip. He then steered
for Minorca, but having contrary winds, did not make
that island until the morning of the 19th, when he saw
the English flag still flying on the castle of St. Philip, and
several bomb-batteries playing upon it fiom the enemy’s
works. There have been Biitish admirals, who, at such a
prospect, would have sworn to relieve the garrison, or
perish in the attempt! Early in the morning the admiral
despatched Captain Hervey, in the Pheenix, with the
Chesterfield and Dolphin, with orders to reconnoifre the
entrance into the harbour, and, if possible, to convey a
letter to General Blakeney. * Captain Iervey got round

¥ Though this letier fiom the admual was not delivered, 1t 1s neces-
sary that the icader should know its.contents, because no errcum-
stance ought to be concealed which may, 1n any degree, tend to clu-
eidate a hansaction attended by such serious consequences.

) “ To General BLAKLNLY.

« Sir—I send you thus by Captan Hewvey, of lus majesty’s ship
Phoenx, who has my o1ders tv convey it to you, 1f possible, together
% with the enclosed packet, which he received at Leghorn. I am
¢ extiemely concerned to find that Captain Edgecombe was obhiged
% to vetire to Gibaltar with the ships undel Izs command, and that
¢ the French are landed, and St. Philip’s castle 1s mnvested ; as I flatte
myself, had I fortunately been moic tumely m the Mediterranean
that, I should have becn able to have prevenicd the enemy’s getting
2 footing in the island of Minorca. I am to acquaint you, that Ge-
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the Laire befoie nine o’clock in the morning, he made
signals to the garrison for a boat to come off bul without
effect, and the admiral, about this time, discoverng the
French fleet, ordered him to retuin.

Admiral Byng now stood toward the enemy, and about
two 1n the afternoon made a signal for the line of battle
a-head. He then distiibuted as many seamen as could be
spared from the fiigates, on boaid such ships as were most
in want of hands, and conveited the Phenix into a fire-
ship At seven in the evening the Iiench squadron, being
then about two leagues disiant, tacked, m order to gamn
the weather-gage ; and the English aduiral, not choosing
to relinquish that advantage, also put his ships about.

On the 20th, in the morning, the weather being hazy,
the French fleet could not be discovered; but it became
visible before noon, and at two o’clock Admiral Byng
made a signal to bear away two points fiom the wind and
engage. Rear-admiral West was then at too great a dis-
tance to comply with both these oiders ; he therefore bore
away seven points from the wind, and with his whole
division attacked the enemy with such impetuosity, that

&

a

neral Stnart, Loird Effingham, and Colonel Coinwalhs, with about
thirty officers. and some 1ectuuts belouging to the different 1egiments
now m garrison with you, arc on board the ships of the squadion,
and shall be glad to know by the retmn of the office1, what place
you will think proper to have them landed at  'The royal 1egiment
of English fuzileers, commanded by Loid Robeit Beitie, 1s hlewise
on board the squadion, destined, agreeable to my orders, 1o scrve
“ on board the fleet i the Meditenrancan, unless 1t should be thought
nccessaly, upon consultation with you, to land the regiment for the
defence of Minoica , but I must also inform you, should the fuzilecrs
¢ be landed, as they are pait of the ship’s complements, the maiimes
having been ordered by the loids commssionels of the admualty
% on board of othei ships at Portsmouth, to make room fox them, that
1t will disable the squadion fiom acting agamnst that of the enemy,
wiich I am wmformed 1s ctwizmng off the island , howeves, ¥ shall
gladly embrace exery opportumty of promoting lus majesty’s service
in the most effectual mannei, and shall assist you 1o distress the
% encmy and defeat their designs to the utmosi of my power.”

3
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NAVAL HISTORY

several of their ships were soon cbhiged to quit the line,
Had Admiral Byng been equally alert and eager to en-
gage, it 1s most probuble that the French fleet would have
been defeated and MMimorca saved; but the enemy’s centre
keeping their station, and Byng’s divisron not advaneing,
Admiral West was prevented from pursming lis advantage,
by the apprehension of being separated {rom the rest of
the fleet.

After engaging about a quarter of an heur, the In-
trepid, the sternmost ship of the van, lost her fore-top-
mast, which, according to Byng’s account of the action, *
obliged his whole division to back theii sails, to prevent
their falling foul of each other. But when this matter
came to be examined by the court-martial, it appeared,
that immediately after the signal for engaging, while the
van were bearing down upon the enemy, Admural Byng,
in the Ramillies, edged away some points, by which
means the Trident and Loussa got to windward of him,
and that, in order to bring them again into their stations,
he backed his mizen-top-sail, and endeavoured to back his
main-top-sail. This manceuvre necessarily retarded all the
ships in his division, and gave the enemy time to escape.
M. Galisscniere seized the opportumty, and, bis ships
being clean, was scon out of danger. But Admiral Byng,
before the engagement, ordered the Deptford to quit the
line, in order to reduce his lme of battle to the same
number of ships as that of the enemy. For this apparent
genevosity he was censured by the court-martial ; never-
theless, there does not appear to be any great impropriety
in reserving one or more supernumerary ships in readi-
ness to supply the place of those which may happen to be

~disabled.

From this relation of facts, the reader will easily per-
ceive that Admiral Byng’s conduct was by no means justi-
fiable. The naval reader sees very clearly, from the situa-

¥ Byng's letter to the admitalty.
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tion of the two fleets, 1clauve to (e wind, that he might
have fought 1f he wenld  ard, from a comparnion of thz
two fleets, * 1t will seenn. more than probable, to 1 ece who
are acquainted with the superowr activity and skl of vur
sailors 1n time of aclion, that & decwsive victory ma it hove
been expected. Whether Admual Byng’s conduet 15 rusily
to be ascribed to his excessive prudence, n1s want of siall,
or want of courage, 15 cifficult to derermine  Probably
these three causes operated in conjunction to produce the
fatal effect The only plausinle argvment that can be
urged 1n extenuation of tlus admnal’s condact 1s, that ke
might be too strongly mmpressed by tne 1ecoilect:on of
Mathews and Lestock the fitst of whom was puasied
for fighting, not according to 1ule, and the laiter not
pumiched, though he dil not fight at all.

The Enghish had .q this e gagement foity-two men
killed, and one hund:ied and sivty-eight wounded, the

- ENGLISH FRENCT
SHIPS GUNS AN SHIPS GUNS ALY,
Ramillies ..,. 90 ... 780 Yo Boyent ooo0 82 L. OO
Culloden ..... 74 .. . 000 La Towowmme .. 71 .... 800
Buckmgham 68 ..., 533 Le Guernner .. 71 . 300
Lancastel vo.. 66 .o.. 320 Lo Tewetane 74 .... 806
Tudent ..... 64 .... 500 Le Redoubtable 74 ... 890
Tntrepd ..., 64 .... 480 Le Hpopotham 61 ... 600
Captamn ...... 64 ... 180 Le fier oa.0 62 ... 0UY
Revenge .... 04 ..., 480 LeTutom . . b+ ... ¢00
Kangston .... 60 .. . 100 Le Laon e O} ... U0
Defiance .,... 60 ... 400 Le¢ Content .. G4 ... 00O
Lowisa ..eeve 56 ouua 100 Lo Sage  .... 6L .. GUO
Portland ..o, 48 ... 200 L'Orphee ..o 61 . .. 600
778 3875 ces 8,330
Frgates Fyigates.

Deptford ... 48 .... 280 Ladano. ...e 40 cu0e WO
Chesteifield .. 40 .. . 230 La fose  .... S0 .... 250
Phoemx ...... 22 ..., 160 Gractense ... 20 . 220
Dolphin ..... 22 .... 160 LaTopez .ou0e0 2% co0c 250
Lxpenment .. 22 .... 160 LaNymwph 4... ¢4 .00 20

|
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French, one hundred and forty-five wounded, and twenty-
six hilled. Captain Andrews, of the Defiance, was the
only officer of distinction, on board the English feet, who
lost his Iife on this occasion. The French ficet soon dis-
appeared, and at eight in the evening Adanral Byug made
a sigual for his squadron to bring to, at wiich time the
Intiepid and the Chesteifield weie missing, the foimer,
being disabled, had been left to the care of the latter.
They joined the fleet next morning, and the admiral then
finding that three of his squadron were damaged in their
masts, called a council of war, at which General Stuoart,
Lord Effingham, Lord Robert Bertie, and Colonel Corn-
wallis were requested to assist.

The council of war being assembled on board the Ra-
millies, the following questions were proposed by Admiral
Byng :—

1. Whether an attack upon the Fiench fleet gives any
prospect of relieving Minorca?—Answer. It would not.

2. If there was no French fleet cruizing off Minorca,
whether the English fleet could raise the siege 2—Answer.
It could not.

3. Whether Gibraltar would not be in danger by any
accident that may befal this fleet 7—Answer. It would be
in danger.

4. Whether an attack with our fleet, in the present
state of it, upon that of the French, will not endanger the
safety of Guibraltar, and expose the trade of the Mediter-
ranean to great hazard ?—Answer. It would.

5. Whether it is not for his majesty’s service that the
fleet should immediately proceed for Gibraltar ?—Answer.
Tt should proceed for Gibraltar.

Here 1 must take leave to retard the progress of our
history a few moments, for the sake of the naval reader,
to whom the consideration of these five resolitions may
prove of infinite importance ; these volumes being written
with an intention, not only to record the heroic virtues of
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our naval commandecis in t.mes past. nol o*ﬂv to ammse
the gentlemen who in the y1esent age kayv2 the honour to
serve on poard the Bi.Leh hect, hut to awmncte, to miorm,
to warn them, by exan ple. I lave;, moie than onve, ob-
served, and the tiuth of my observation hath been fre-
quently confiimed, that councils of war seidom forcbode

much heroism. When a commander m chief, whose power
is absolute, condescends to ask advice of his mferiours, 1t
is a tacit acknowlediment, that his abilities are made-
quate to his power ; or, t' at he 1s inchned 10 do wat for
which he dares not be responstble. I do not behieve theie
was one member of this council of war, who, 1f the five
resolutions had depended upon lus single soree, would
not have answered them all 1a the negatine I am also of
opm’on, that 1f Admira! Byng had Leen positively ordered

o call no councils of war, but to sclieve TTinorea at 2il
events, he would have destioyed the Fiench fl-et, <2 veJ
the island, and would have 1etLrned triumphant to B11-
tamn; unless we are to suppose uim constitutionally
coward; for, on such beingz, the preseat, though lcust,
danger always acts most powes fully.

How this council of war could determine, that it was
impossible to rehieve Minorca, without ever making the
least attempt for that purpoce, 15> maredibly astenishing !
and indeed it afterwards appearved that the tioops on
board might have been landed at the sally-poit w.th little
danger, for Mr. Boyd, commussaiy of the stoics, actually
went out to sea n a small boat 1 seaich of the Enghsh
fleet, and retwmned safe to the garnison  As to then con-
cern for the safety of Gibraltar, their apprehensions weie
in the highest degree 1:diculous. According, however, to
the fifth resolution of the council, Admnal Byng returned
with his fleet to Gibialtar, and Gaulisson:ere to lus fo.mer
station off Cape Mola. Mow the garrson of St Puihip
must have been affected, when they beheld the French
squadron return triumphant, and afterwuids heard a few
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de joye in the enemx’s camp, may be ecasily eonceived,
"The besiegers had dobtless canse to rejoice at the safe
veturn of thewr flee, Joug’ ot un account of any itory
obtained by then auweal, for tae two admucs evidently

ran fiom each other.  Dat theugh the gw «s~n were not

Hitdle deanpomtien oz Live s arcp. ths R
a hittle disappomted at Ling’s dirappenzance, they Lover-

theless defended Lo ca~tle till the &0th of Ju o, when,
dospanng ef 1eiief o Englaadian Tint orals soope ng
that, in the great system of politics, they e roended to
be sacrificed, after a gallant defeuee of ten weehs, (e
venerable Blaheney, onvery honourable terns, surrendered
Minorca to the Duc de Richlieu.

Admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltor on the 19th o Juae,
where Commodore Broderick had come to an anchor four
days before, with a reinforcement of five shups of the line,
which were sent from Eng'and in consequence of certain
intelligence that the French were fitting out moie ships at
Toulon. Thus enforced, Admiral Byng determined to
return to Minorca, in hopes of being yet in time to relieve
the garrison; but while he was with great activity pre-
paring for' this second enterprize, the Antelope of fifty
guns arriged at Gibraltar. On board of this ship were
Admiral Hawke, Admiral Saunders, and Lord Tyrawles,
who were commissioned to supersede and arrvest Admual
Byng, Admiral West, and Governor Fowke. The three
delinquents were accordingly sent on board the Antclope,
and returned prisoners to England. Sir Edwaid Hawke,
with the fleel under his command, sailed immediately up
the Mediterranean; but, upon his arrival off Minorca, he
had the mortification to see the French flag flying on St.
Philip’s castle. As soon as the garrison surrendered,
Galissoniere prudently retired to Toulon, where he re-
mained in security, while Sir Edward Hawke asserted the
naval empire of Great Britain, in sight of an enemy elated
with the conquest of a small island, which they were

witorwarde ahlicnd +a »alimanich Thic aannact thauah
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really insignificant, caused such extiavagant exultation in
France, such an umversal Te Deum laudamus, that one
might rationally have supposed the British empire totally
annhilated.

The people of England, on the contrary, received the
intelligence of Byng’s retieat with general dissatisfaction,
and, without the least mquiry into the conduct of the
minstry, pointed all their resentment against that unfor-
tunate admiral. The ministry joined m the ay, dong
every thing in themr power to divert the i1esentment of
the peopie from themseives That }M: Byng’s conduct
was, 1 many iespects, extremely repieliensible, 15 most
certain; but 1t 1s not less certain, that the ministiy were
equally imexcusable, for not sending troops to Minorca
much sooner, and for not giving Byng a superiour fleet.
1f the five ships, which afterwaids sailed to his assistance,
had made part of his squadron, Galissomere must have
fled at his approach, and Minorca would infallibly have
been saved. But these reflections, while they fix eternal
obloquy on the admmistration, do not exculpate the
admiral. The exigency and importance of the service on
which he was sent, required a sacrifice of prudence to
necessity. Our history affords many examples of Eng-
hish fleets obtaming a complete victory over an enemy
far supertour in number of guns and men, but these
victories were ganed by admirals who disdained to calcu-
late the exact weight of metal in each squadron.

Admiral Byng, Admunal West, and General Fowke,
arrived at Portsmouth on the 3d of July  The two latter
were ordered to London, where Admiral West was gra-
crously received by the king. The generai was tried for
disobedience of orders in not sending a battaiion to the
relief of Minorca, and sentenced to be suspended for a
year. The king confirmed the sentence, and afterwards
dismissed him the service. Admiral Byng, after continuing
some time 1n arrest at Portsmouth, was escorted to (Green-

Pt
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wich hospital, where he remained close prisoner tiil
December, the time appomted for his trial, which began
on the 28tk of that month, cn board the St. George in
Portsmouth harbour. The courl-martial consisted of four
admirals, and nine coptams of the navy.” They sat a
month, daily exam.ung evidence for and agamst the pir-
soner. Admrral West deposed, that he saw no reason why
the rear-division might not hase engaged the enemy as
close as did the van, and that there was no signal made
for guing chace when the French sheered off. General
Blakerey deposed, that, on the 20th of May, boats might
have passed between the fleet and the garrson with great
security, and that if the troops ordered for his rehef had
been landed, he could have held out till the ariival of Sir
Edwaid ITawke. Captain Young, of the Intrepid, de-
clared, that the loss of his fore-top-mast did not appear to
prevent the rear-division from bearing down upon the
enemy. Captam Gardiner deposed, that he advised the
admiral to bear down, but without effect, and that, on the
day of the action, the admiral took the command of the
Ramillies entirely upon himself. These cogent depo-
sitions were corroboiated by other witnesses, and not 1n
the least degree invalidated by any counter-evidence in
favour of the delinguent. But some of the officers who
were on board his ship, and neai him during the engage-
ment, deposed, that hie discovered no signs of confusion,
or want of personal courage, but that he gave his orders
distinctly and with apparent coolness. The admual’s
speech, in his defence, was 1nadequate to the great pur-
pose of effacing the impression which the powerful evi-
dence against him had made upon the court; they there-
fore found him guilty of a breach of that part of the twelfth
article of war, which says,—* or shall not do his utmost

4 Admuals —Snuth, piesident, Holbourne, Noius, Biodeuck.
Captams.—Holnies, Boys, Siumcoe, Bentley, Deuni, Geary, Mooie,
Douglas, Keppel.
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& to take or destroy every ship which it shall be his duty
¢ to engage; and to assist and relieve all and every of
¢ his majesty’s ships which it shall be his duty to assist
¢ and relieve.” He was therefore sentenced to be shot,
that being the punishment positively ordained for a breach
of this article. The court, however, being of opinion, that
Admiral Byng’s misconduct did not proceed from want of
courage or disaffection, added to their report of their pro-
ceedings to the lords of the admiralty, a petition, requesting
their lordships most earnestly to recommend him to his
majesty’s clemency.

The lords of the admiralty, having compared the sen-
tence of the court-martial with the words of the twelfth
article of war, which are, ¢ Every person in the fleet,
¢ who through cowardice, negiigence or disaffection, shall,”
&c. and not finding the crime of negligence (he being
acquitted of the other two) imputed by the court; were
in doubt concerning the legality of the sentence: they
therefore presented a memorial to the king, requesting
that the opinion of the twelve judges might be taken.
This was accordingly done, and the judges pronounced it
a legal sentence. After the lords of the admiralty had
signed a warrant for Admiral Byng’s execution, some of
the members of the court-martial expressed a wish to be
released, by act of parliament, from their oath of secrecy.
A bill for this purpose accordingly passed the house of
commons; but when it came to a second reading in the
house of. lords, each member of the court-martial was
separately asked, whether he had any thing to reveal
which might incline the king to pardon the delinquent.
Strange as it may seem, they all answered in the negative !
and, on the 14th of March, Admiral John Byng was shot
on board the Monarque, in the harbour of Portsmouth.

This exemplary punishment of a British admiral was
an event so singular, and so interesting 1o every gentle-
man of the navy, that it seems to require a few reflections

13
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before we dismiss the subject. That the admiral did
not exert his utmost power against the ememy, is very
evident, and it is equally apparent, his fleet having
the advantage of the wind, that his fighting or not
fighting was matter of choice. Hence it necessarily
follows, allowing that he ought to have fought, that he
either wanted judgment or resolution. As to judgment,
it certainly required very little, to comprehend the mm-
portance of the service on which he was sent, and still less
knowledge of the history of human events, not to know,
that, when great atchievements are required, something
must be left to fortune, regardless of the calculation of
chances. In all battles, whethei at sea or on the field, for-
tuttous events have vast influence , but 1n naval combats
most fiequently, where a single accidental shot from a
{frigate may disable a first-rate man-of-war. This consi-
deration is alone sufficient to determine any commander
of a king’s ship never to strike so long as he can swim, be
the force of his antagonist ever so superiour. Upon the
whole, I believe we may equitably conclude, that Admiral
Byng was constitutionally deficient in that degree of per-
sonal intrepidity, by no means essential to the character
of a private gentleman, but which is the sine qua non of a
British admiral. The justice of punishing a man for a
constitutional defect, rests solely on his accepting his
commission with the articles of war in his hand. But
admitting we are satisfied in regard to the justice of his
execution, in consequence of the sentence of the court-
martial ; we are not at all satisfied with the conduct of
that, or those members of that court, who were so anxious
to be released from their oath of secrecy as to push an act
for that purpose through the house of commons, and who
afterwards spoke another language at the bar of the house
of lords. Truth or calumny, I know not which, has
whispered, that Lord Anson’s private remonstrances
deprived Byng of that last ray-of hope which some scruples
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of conscience gave him reaszea to expect, and the public
of that satisfaction which thev have still a right to demand.
1 say this, on & cresumption that the persou aliuded to is
now living.

The pursnit of this ¢

g ng
carried us somewlat beyend the Lmivs of tha year 1730,
it is necessary that we should now resume tue (hrond of
our relation of such public transuctions as were conecte

with the naval history of this kingdom. Ilituerto we
have seen Great Dritain and Frence acivally 2 war,
without the ceremony of an opea declaration. VWhy this
formality was so long deferred, n:ust be 2scribed to pelitical
considerations, by which the miuisters of both countries
were influenced ; but how cogent sceier these considera-
tions might scem to a cebinet-council, a piratica:
between two polished nations is unjust to the subjects of
both : the reason is obvious. IHowever, in the beginning
of May, the British ministry being no longer in doubt
concerning the invasion of Minorca by the French, de-
termined to throw off the mask ; accordingly a deciuration
of war with that nation was published in London oi. the
18th, and on the 9th of June war with Eagiand was pro-
claimed at Paris.

One principal design of this Listory being to parnetnate
the names of such naval commandcre. as, by their «wx‘-?ant
actions, deserve to be recorded in the annals of Britain,
I cannot omit an engagement which happened oa the 17th
of May off Rochfort, between the Coichester of &fty guns,
commanded by Captain Obries, and the Lime ef twenty
- guns, ‘'with the Aquilon of forty-eight guns, M. de Maur-
ville, and the Fidelle of thirty-six guns, M. de Lita~ds’s.
They were within gun-shot about six in the evening
soon came to so close an engagement, that th
of the Lime was set on fire by the wads of
against whom, notw uhstandmg the great iscquality of

strength, she maintained a elorious contest upwards of five
s ) iy
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Liours; when the Fidelleretreated firing signals of distress.
and the Lime was so shattered as to be totally incapabl- of
malking any sail a-head. The Colchester and the Aguilon
fought with equal ntrepidity till past midmght, and then
parted with mutual honour and satisfaction. Prewious
to this action, the Warwick of sixty guns, Captain
Shuldham, off Maitinico, falling in with three French
men-of-war, was taken after an obstinate runaing Hght,
in wiich she lost Ler captamn and a considerable number
of men.

Our fleet in North America was, during this year, not
totally inactive. A French man-of-war of fifty guns,
called L’Arc-enciel, with troops and military stores for
Louishourg, was taken off that port by the Norwich and
Litchfield, both fitty gun ships, belonging to Admiral
Spry’s squadron.  On the 26th of July, off the harbour of
Louishourg, Commedore Holmes on board the Grafton,
with the Nottingham, and the Hornet and Jamaica sloops,
fell in with two Freich men-of-war, Le Hero, L’Illustre,
and two frigates, which were returning from Canada.
The enemy being to windward, Commodore Holmes stood
toward them, as near the wind as he could lie. The
French squadron bere down upon him till within about
two leagues distance, when the English tacked with a
design to cut the enemy off from the port of Louishourg
but they hauled in for it, and came to an anchor about
noon. Commodore Holmes pursued them till within a
league of the harbour, where he laid to till four in the
afternoon, and then made sail to the eastward. As soon
as it was dark, he despatched the Hornet sloop to Halifox,
to request a reinforcement, being much infericur to the
enemy. At eight next morning, the four French ships,
above-mentioned, weighed anchor, sailed out of the har-
hour, and gave him chace. The English ships stood from
the enemy at first, and fought them for some time with
their stern cbace only ; but the Grafton at length hauled .
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up her courses, bunted her main-sail, and bore down upon
the Fiench commodore, who was also attached by the
Nottingham. L’lllust:e was prevented fiom assisting his
partne:, by a sudden calm, but a bieeze spimgig up
soon after, the French weie again umted about seven ia
the evening At dush the baitle ended, and the ivwo
squadrons sepaiated. According to the Fiench account
of this engagement, the two Enghish ships shec.ed off
when they saw the Ilustre coming up, and next m\“ng
Mons Leauner, the commodore, finding the English at
too great a distance, 1etuinied to Louwsbourg, with the
loss of em’lteen men hilled and forty-cight wouaded The
Enghsh account, on the contraiy, assmios us, that, befere
1t grew dark, the French sheered off, and next meining
prevented a renewal of the action, by bearmg away 1:ght
before the wind for Louhourg. Tne He:o was consi-
derably injurcd The Grafton had six men killed and
ewenty-one wounded.

Spain, at this time, affected to entertain sentiments of
sincere friendship toward England, and dJdeclaied herseld
determined to mamtain the stiictest neutiality : nevexthe-
less, she had so continued to augment her navy, that she
had now forty six ships of the hive and tnenty two ftigates
almost fit for service. Notwithstanding the paafic de-
claiations of the Spanish munistry, they were certamiy
determined, as soon as they weie ready, 1f not ‘o breah
with England, at least to tiy her patience to the utmost.
Their guarda costas began agair to in-Lit om t1ade 1n the
West Indies, and private oiders wete sent to prevert our
cutting logwood 1n the bay of Londuras  Bat these insulis
being insufficient to pro.oke the British mumwtrs, the
haughty Spaniard resol.ed to seize the fitst opporiumut:
of insulting us nearer home A French privatee:, having
taken an English vessel on the coast of France, brought
her to an anchor under the guns of Algeziras, a Spansh
fort in the bay of Gibraltar, Sir Edward Hawke, who-e

YOL. V. ¢
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sqaadion v . at this time riding in the bay, and Lord
Tianley, govanor of Gibraltar, immediately sent to
demand the restitution of the prize, which the governor of
Algezivas positively refused. The Lnglish officer who
carried this demand, being attended with a number of
armed boats, with orders io cut the ship out and to bring
her off’ at all events, proceeded to execute s orders, and
carried lus pomt: but the castle gave him so warm a
rveception, that above a hundred of his men were either
Lilled or wounded. The court of Spain approved of the
goveinor’s conduct, and pretended to be violently offended
with that of 8w Edward Hawke. England bore this
cuttage with christian patience; and the impression it
made was soon obliterated by a greater.

Human nature, collected into states and kingdoms, is
mfluenced by the f{ollies, passions, and vices, by which
mdividuals are generally governed. The man who wants
spirit to sesent the first affront, must soon expect a second ;
go it 13 with nations. The Antigallican, an English pri-
vate ship-of-war, of thirty carriage and sixteen swivel guns,
commanded by Captain William Foster, cruizing in the
bay of Discay. fell in with Le Duc de Penthievre, a French
East Indiaman, on the 26th of December, about seven
leagues from Ferrol. The Indiaman, mounting fifty guns,
being to windward, bore down upon the Antigallican, and
fired a gun to bring her to. She then hoisted her colours.
The Frenchman fired a broadside, and balf another, with
considerable effect, before the Antigallican returned the
compliment. A close engagement ensued, and continued
three hows, when the Indiaman struck, her captain and
twelve men being killed, and her second captain and
twenty-seven men wounded They were, at this time,
five leagues and a half distant from the light-house at
Corunna. Captain Foster attempted to carry his prize
into Lisbon; but, finding it impossible to make that port,
Le bore away for Cadiz, where, as soon as he came to an
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anchor, the office.s of the Indiaman deposed upon oath.
that the:r ship was i all respects a legal pruze. Neyer-
theless, incredible as it may seem, 1t was rot long before
orders wete sent from Madnd, {o the governor of Cadiz,
to detain both the ships, under pretence that the Indiaman
was taken so mear a Spanish fort, as o be within the
distance prescribed by the law of natiens. a palpable
falsehood! The Spamards preieaded to institute a legal
inquiry, but their proceedings vicre a dismiace to 21l law
and equity Sir Benmjamin Keeve av Madad, and M.
Goldswor th, the Enghsh consul at Cudiz, 1a vaia remon-
strated. The court of Spain sent a positsve order for the
prize to be del.vered to th: Tiench consul, and the
governor of Cadiz, on Captun Fostei’s 12fusing to strike
the Enghsh colours, sent a sinty-gun ship and a thirty-
gun frigate to reduce the Penthievre to ebedience by rorce.
They continued firmng upen her nearly two hours, without
a single shot being returned. They shot away his ensign.,
killed the sailor who was sent to strike hus pendent, and
wounded scven of his men. When the Spanish com-
modore had thus amused himself as long as he thought fit,
Captam Foster was told that he was not a puisoner, and
suffered to go on shore, and was afterwaids told by the
governor, that he had no farther commands for him:
nevei theless, he was next morning dragged to prison, and
his crew, after being robbed and abusel by the Spanish
soldiers, were thrown into a loathsome dungeon, wheie
they must 1nevitably have perished of unger, but for the
humanity of the British consul  These unhappy men
were not released till the 5ih of March.

1t is as painful to the British historan, as to the British
reader, to contemplate the insolent cruelty andinjustice of
Spain, in this and the preceding example. 1nsoiae periods
of our history, not a nation under heaven would have dared
thus to provoke the growling hion. If this had happened
in the reign of Elizabeth, or during Cromwell’susurpation,

¢ 2
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Cadiz would have been laid in ashes in less than a montl.
But the political system of the British mumstiy prompted
them rather to submut to any msult, than 1isk a Spanish
war. The people of England grew dissatisfied. Brad-
dock’s defeat, the reduction of Oswego and other forts in
America ; the loss of Minorca, and the absurd disposition
and employient of the navy, convinced them, that the
ministry were unequal to the impoitance of their several
offices. 'I'he nation became clamorous, and the king at
last consented to a partial change in the administration.
Mr. Piit was appointed sccretary of state for the southein
department, and Mr. Legge nominated chancellor of the
exchequer.

The people in general were extremely delighted with
this change of men, 1n full confidence that a change of
measures would follow ; but too much of the old leaven
still remained, to suffer the full exertion of heroic patriot-
ism. These new ministers began to act upon principles so
diametrically opposite to those of their colleagues in ad-
winistration, that they were hardly seated in their places
before it was determined to remove them. They were
represented to the king as two obstinate, wayward servants
of the people, rather than of the crown, and totally igno-
rant of that political system by which Hanover could pos-
sibly be preserved. This artful appeal to his majesty’s
natural affections produced the desired effect. On the
5th of April Mr. Patt,* by the king’s eommand, was
dismissed the office of secretary of state, and Mr. Legge,
having also resigned, was succeeded by Lord Mansfield
in the office of chancellor of the exchequer. This sudden
dismission of the two popular ministers, surprized and
alarmed the nation, and, instead of disgracing them with
the people, added infinitely to their popularity. Many
of the principal cities in England complimented them

" London-Gauctte,
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with their freedom in gold boxes, and the wiole nation
became at last so clamotous, that 1t was scon thought
advisable to sohicit their re-acceptance of the places fion
which they had been so lately dismissed BMi Pitt 1c-
sumed his office of secretaiy of state for the southein
department on the 20th of June, and Mr Legge that of
chancellor of the exchequer a few days after From this
time Mr. Pitt became prime munister, thevgh tie prin-
cipal peisens who composed the late .dimmstiation 1e-
mained 1 office The duke of Newcastle was appointed
first lord of the treasury, Mr. Fox paymastier-general of
the army, and Lowd Anson first lord of the admualty.

The first expedition in which the navy Lore a part, after
Mr. Pitt’s restoration, was that against Rochfort on the
coast of France. This mister conceived, that the most
effectual means of stopping the progiess of the French
armies in Germany, was, by ravaging their coast, to call
thewr attention to the security of then own dominions.
Rochfort became the first object of his attention 1r conse-
quence of certain intelligence which he had 1ecesved from
a Captain Clerk, who informed him, that, returning fiom
Gibraltar in the year 1744, he visited Rochfort, with a
design to make himself acquainted with 1ts strength, in
case of a war with France, and that he found its fortifica-
tions in so ruinous a state, that the town might be easily
taken by a coup-de-main ; presuming that 1t remained m
the same situation, because the fortifications hed not
been repaired durmg the two last wais with England.
Captain Cleak’s mformation was afterwards lai’ before the
cabinet, and Tierry, a French pilot, was closel; exsmmed,
concerning the practicability of landing and protectiug the
troops.

The munistry being now perfectly satisfied, as to the
feasibility and importance of the enferprize, a formidable
fleet was immediately ordered to Spithead, and tea regi-
ments of foot encamped on the Ivle of Wight. Sir Johu
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Mordaunt, knight of the bath, commanded the troops,
and Sir Edward Hewke the fleet of men-of-war ordered
for this service. The destination of this formidable arma-
ment remained a profound secrct for some tume; it was,
however, at last, generally understood to be intended
against some pare of the cvast of France, My, Pitt, per-
fectly sensible of t

possible expedition, repeatediy urged the departure of the
fleet; but, either by some unaceountable fatality, or by
" the malignant influence of men wiie would damn theiwr
country to thwait tiie mea-wies of an ervied miuster, the
transports did not arrive at St. Helen’s tidl the 4th of
September. The troops were embarked with all possible
expedition, aud the fleet got under sail on the 8th. This
entne armament consisted of sixteen ships of the line,
seven frigates, two bomb-ketches, two fire-ships, two
busses, one horse-ship, * and fifty-five transports, besides

he necessity of proceeding with all
=}

SHIPS. CAPTAINS. GUNS.

* Viz. Royal George vvveeuee Buchle..vivsnnesenaeas 100
Ramilhes (Adm.Hawke) Hobbs .....oveeevenee. 90
Neplune .o.oeuuee.. Galbraith coveeeennnasn, 90
Naml covvvernrnenee DENNIS vivvnennennnnnns 90
Royal William ....... Ta3lor eee.iiuiiennenna. 84
Bafleur vovviceeiiae, GTaVES.ivee vevenroees. 8O
Princess Amelia oooov. Colbyeeiinnennennnanes. 80
Mognanime cvoveereee HOWE vevenenivennn.ens T4
Totbay covseerueavees Keppel voveevninnnnn.. T4
Dublint vvaevrerennes ROANCY cevvnivrannnanes T4
Burford....sveaeeeee YOUNZ sene.ivnnnnnna.. 70
Alcide tiviviieneraes DOUGIAS v vvrvnnenrannns 64
AMeNnca .oiecieanies BYION tiiviiienenannen. 60
Achilles ..voeenoan... Barrington ....ovue.... 60
MedWaY vveevneeenss Prob¥eeecevoseenaessenss 60
Dunknk .oiivveceee. BIgbY viiiiveennnnnnnn. 60
frigate,, Southampton ,.... .. Gilehrist ....00vue,uren. 52
Coventry vocoveneneys SCIOPE veveevnnrvnnnens 28
Cormorant ..,.,.0u0. CHVE civvnvnnvnnnnnnn.. 18
Postiion .,... wieve. CO0OPEL vuvnvnnnennnnn.. 18
Beaver .u.ovivunnnn.. Gaseogne . ovunnnnrn... 18
Pelieantoounnvne wave OHAZ (1verainnnoonons 16
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the Jason, a forty-gun ship, in the capacity of a fransport,
and the Chesterfield man-of-war for the purpose of repeat-
ing signals. On board of this fleet were ten regiments of
foot, two regiments of marines, sixty light horse, and a
formidable train of artillery. The admirals under Sir
Edward Hawke were Knowles and Broderick, and under
Sir John Mordaunt were the generals Conway and Corn-
wallis.

This fleet sailed from St. Helen’s with a fair wind, and
bore away to the westward. The troops on board were
totally ignorant of their destination till the 15th, when
the orders issued by Sir John Mordauat relative to the
nature of the service on which they were sent, put the
matter out of doubt. They stood into the bay of Biscay,
and on the 20th made the isle of Oleron. Sir Edward
Hawke sent immediate orders for Admiral Knowles to
proceed with his division to Basque Roads, and to attack
the fort on theisle of Aix; but the execution of this order,
though positive, was suspended by a very extraordinary
accident. Admiral Knowles, as scon as he received these
orders, made sail with his division, and prepared his
ships for action; but he had scarcely taken leave of Sir
Edward Hawke, before a French man-of-war was ob-
served standing in toward the centre of the English fleet.
When this singular phenomenon appeared,* Admiral
Knowles was so deeply engaged in the important occu-
pation of exhibiting the entertaining spectacle of a clear
ship between decks to General Conway, that he could not
possibly attend to the first information brought by his

SHIPS, CAPTAINS. GUNS.

Escort coaveesasennes Inglisiesssecneninneaeas I

Bomb .., Firedrake .eesvesssess Bdwards cooveeeiincaans 8
Infernal cioeeeoneoees KCNZIC covevecennonaaes 8
Firve-ship Pluto ...coevieveness 1indsay cocecniocacsesss 8
Proserping .ueeceeese Banks cecioocnannnasne. . 8
Buss,.., Canterbury ...uve.e.. Lampriere ....ciepeeiee 6

% Knowles’s answer on Sir John Mordaunt’s trial.
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Lienienant  However, in consequence of a second message,
the admural came upen dech, and, with lus spy-glass,
discovered this strange sail to be a two-deched ship.
Admiral Knowles recollecting that he was sent on a
different scrvice, but not recollecting the comvarative
importance of that service, was in doubt whether be
should make a signal for any of his division to chace,
during this hesitation the Ficench ship discovered her
mistake, tached and bore away with all the sail she conld
erowd. The admiral continued still to doubt, and doubied
so long, that all possibility of coming up with her before
n:ght vamshed. At last, howeser, Admiral Knowles or-
dered the Magnamme and the Toibay to give chace.
"They chaced as long as they could see their object, and
next morning rejoined the fleet.

On the 2Ist, Admiral Knowlee, with the division under
his command, made sail toward the land ; but the weather
proving hazy, the pilots refused to carry the fleet in.
This evening the troops were in full expectation of
Janding ; but about seven o’clock the ships tacked, and
came to an anchor near the Isle of Rheé. On the 29d,
the fleet entered the bay called the Road of Basque,
between the islands of Rheé and Oleron, and there re-
mained at anchor during the night. Abeut eight next
moruing, Admiral Knowles in the Neptune, with the
Magnar, e, the Baifleur, Amer.ca, Alcide, Burford, and
Royal Witham, made sail toward Aix, a small island m
the mouth of the river leading up to Rochiort. Captain
Howe in the Magaanime, led the van. At halipast
twelve, the fort upon the island began to fire upon him,
and lus pecple scon grew impatient to return the compli-
ment. But hie conuanued to advance with the utmost com-
posure, without firing a single shot, continually urging his
pilot to lay the ship as close to the fort as possible. The
moment he came abreast of the battery, he let go his
anchors, and fired a broadside, which drove most of the
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Frenchmen from thewr guns. From thi» ume the fire
from the battery gradunally ceased. liwas, however, near
an hows before she stiuck her colowrs  That this 1nland
should prove so easy a conquest w:ii not appear surprising,
when the 1eader 1s mfermed, that the battery so furiously
attacked by the Magnan:me consisted of no moie thau «ix
iron cannons, mounted en barbel , so that the gunners weie
so entirely exposed, that Captain, since Lord Howe, might
have taken the fort in lus long-boat  There were indeed
neaily thirty pieces of cannon upon the island ; but the six
above-meutioned were ail that were brought 1o bea: upon
the ships. The fortifications of Aix weie planned by the
great Vauban, but the execution of that plan had been so
totally neglected, that the 1sland was, at this time, entirely
defenceless.

As soen as the French colonrs were struck, ar Eaglish
regiment la aed and teok possessicu of the emporiunt
conguest  A1x1s an sland about five or six miles 1 cun-
cuinference, entirely covered with vines, which yield a
nieagie wine, the common beverage of tne country. Tle
ganison conssted of about five hindred mer, part soldiers
and part satlors, most of whom had been landed from the
coniment on the day preceding the attach, and were now
macde pusoners of war A~ to the helav,ow of the Enghsh
regiment % hich took posse-sion of the fort. [ will tell it n
the language «of a wirler, who served as a velunteer on
this expedition  — I wish,” says the author, « I could
¢ with truth repert, that our people behaved with the
¢ moderation they ought to have done and I am sony,
~ for the eredit of our discipline, that tne scvere orders
issued by the general weie not as severely executed.
Both our soldiers and sailors weie suffered to get
abominably drunk, and, in consequence o! tlat, cruclty
to msult the poor sufferers. This httle sdand became, iz

e~ © o o~
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¢ Genuine Account of the late Espediion p 44
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¢ a very few hours, a most shocking scene of devastation:
¢ even the church was suffered to be pillaged, the poor
¢ priest robbed of his little library, and his robes became
¢ a masquerading habit to the drunken {ars.” Such be-
haviour 1s not surprising in a class of men who act without
reflection, and in whom reflection weuld be a misfortune
to themselves and to their country; but that such conduct
should have been suffered by their supeniours, is won-
derful indeed! That men flushed with wine and victory are
with difficulty restrained, I readily acknowledge ; but the
difficulty of preventing a crime, which admits of no pal-
liation, is a very feeble apology.

The conquest of the isle of Aix,~ though of little im-
portance, considered as an omen of success, gave -vast
spirits to the whole fleet, and inspired the troops with
such ardour, that, 1f they had been immediately landed on
the continent, they would probably have succeeded in any
possible attempt. Five days from this period were spent
in sounding the depth of water, in prudential deliberations
and sage councils of war; so that eight days were now
elapsed since the first appearance of the fleet on the coast
of France, during which time, we may rationally suppose,
that the enemy had made no inconsiderable progress in
preparing for a vigorous defence. But, before we proceed
to the conclusion of this grand expedition, it is necessary
to relate, more particularly, the transactions of the five
days from the taking of the isle of Aix.

On the 23d, in the afternoon, immediately after the
glorious conquest of that important fortress, Sivr Edward
Hawke sent Admiral Broderick, with Captains Dennis,
Douglas, and Buckle, to reconnoitre and sound the coast,
in order to find a proper place for landing the troops which
were intended to destroy the shipping, docks, and naval
stoves at Rochfort. These gentlemen, having spent the

® Genumne Account of the late Expedation, p. 44,
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remainder of that day, and the following night, in the
laborious execution of their commission, returned to the
fleet about four 1n the evening of the 24th, and reposted,
that from Angolin to Chataillon there was a hard sandy
beach, also a small bay farther to the eastward, at either
of which places troops rught be conveniently landed, and
that there was sufficient depth of water, and clear giound
for the transports to anchor at a distance of a mile and a
half from the shore. They also reported, that on the
south side of the bay there was a square fort, on the north-
west side of which were nine embrazures, and two on the
north-east. This fort had been previously reconnortred
by Colonel Wolfe, who was of opinion, that 1t might be
easily silenced by a single ship, or, at least, so engaged,
that the troops might land on each side of it with very
Little interruption. The pilot of the Magnanime made no
doubt of carrying his ship near enough to batter the fort.
Trom these several reports Sir Edward Hawke and Sir
John Mordaunt seemed determined to proceed to the
execution of Colonel Wolfe’s plan. But this resolution
was afterwards staggered by General Conway, who, after
a tedious examination of several prisuners from the 1sle of
Aix, reported that, according to the nformation of these
prisoners, the attempt against Rochfort would be attended
with danger and difficulty. = This suspicious mformation
determined the two commanders to have cecourse to that
bane of our national glory, a council of war If Wolfe
had commanded these brave troops, would he, on thi
occasion, have called a counci of war? The report of
prisoners ought not to be entirely disregarded , but a wi-e
general, or admiral, will listen to their nformation with
the utmost suspicion. Be this as 1t may, if these prisoue:s
produced the council of war, they ought to have becn
amply rewarded by the king of France as the saviours of
Rochfort.

# Entich, vaol i, p. 328
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The members of this memorable council were, Sir
Edward Hawke, Sir John Mordaunt, Admiral Knowles,
Geneial Conway, Admiral Broderick, General Cornwallis,
Captain Redney, Colonel Howaid. They met on the
25th, on board the Neptune, and, afte: mature deliheia-
tion, determined, unanimously, that an attempt upon
Rochfort was neither advisable nor practicable. That 1t
was unadvisable, if ympracticable, no body wili presume
to doubt. Nevertheless, Admiral Knowles was sent neat
morning with two bomb-ketches and other small vessels
to bombard the fort, and to sound the entrance into the
river Charante ; who, on his return, reported, that one
of the bombs ran a-ground, and that the Coventry touched
five times in attempting to protect her from two French
row-gallies. This report by Admiral Knowles can no
otherwise be reconciled with that of the officers first em-
ployed in sounding, and with the evidence of the pilot of
the Magnanime, than by supposing that the French pilots
now employed, chose to sacrifice their reputation as pilots
to the safety of their country. But notwithstanding this
report, orders were issued that night for the troops to hold
themselves in readiness to land next morning; yet that
day passed in perfect inactivity. However, another coun-
cil of war, consisting of the same members, being called,
it was now unanimously resolved, that it was advisable to
land the troops.

In consequence of this resolution, on the 28th in the
afternoon, the Ramillies hoisted a signal for the com-
manders of regiments to come on board, and at eight the
same evening, orders were issued * for the troops to pre-

3 Viz. “ Ramlhes, Sept. 28.

“ The troops are 1o be 1eady to go from the hansports into the boats
¢ at twelve o’clock at might, a number of men-of-war’s boats will Le
“ appointed to every regiment, under the command of a heutenant :
¥ these, with the transpoit hoats, (who are to be undes the duection
™ of = heutenant of foot ) are to recerve the gienadiers, the picquet
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pare for landing in the night. Twelve hundred men weie
accordingly crowded nto boats, mn full expectation of a
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compames, one, two, or more, as the hoats can contun them, the
commander ol every regiment iands with the fitst detachment, 1f 1t
amouyts to three companies

“ Particular care to be taken that the soldiers he not too much
crowded m the boats

* The crews of the boats that 10w the tiansports’ fong-hoats, aie to
be chiefly composed of soldiers, who aze 1o 1etuin to the corps after
the first landmg, and row backwards and torwards till the whole
disembaikation 1s complcied, and till the provicions, tents, bag-
gage, &¢ are Janded, according to the orders of the 15th

“ When the first part of every regunent 1s embaihed, 1t 1s to pro-
ceed silently and quietly to the place of 1endezvous appomted for
the drvision, and there the whole divisionecenves then orders fiom
a captamn of a ship of wai, which orders they a1e 1 every particular
strictly to obey.

“ The tioops have had a greal example before then eyes, and the
general 15 confident that they will endeavour to mmtate ihe ¢ool-
ness and dctermuned valowt that appeared 1n the atlack of the sle
of Ax.

“ No soldiex 1s to fire fiom the boats upon any account, but to wait
for the moment to jomn the encmy with thcu bayonets

“ Eight mantles per regiment will be distubnied, and the com-
mandmg officers will dispose of them, so as 1o cover the landmg
boats and rowers from the musquetry, in case 1t be necessary.

“ The troops are to land «ilently, and m the best order the natme
of the thing allows of

** The companies to {orm, and be 1eady 1p attack whoever appears
before them

“ The chief engincer, the quartermaster-gencial, and s deputues,
are to go on shote with the first body that lands.

“ All the mtrenching tools are to he landed immediately after the
second embarkation

“ Mr. Boyd, the comptioller of the artillety, 15 appointed to carry
orders to the chief cngmeer, captamn of the artillery, aud to every
branch of the ordnance, and 1s to be obeyed

“ Fach regiment to send a return immediately of the number of
tents they have remaming afier the calculating a tent for eight men,
as ordered on the 15th.

“ Colonel Kingsly to be teady to march with the girenadiers upon
their landing, with two field-officcis, Major Farquhar, and Liew-
tenant-Colonel Sir ‘William Boothby
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signal ai midnight to put off. Indeed such was e
alacrity of the troops on this occasion, and such their
eagerness to land, that the boats were filled an hour
before the time. In this situation they remained, the
boats beating against each other, for it blew rather fresh,

t:ll about three m the morning ; when, instead of a signal
to put off, a laconic order came for the troops to return to
their respective transports. This order was obeyed, but
not without a general murmur of dissatisfaction.

If the 1eader be unacquainted with the real history of this
expedition, he will doubtless be at a loss on what martial
principle w0 account for all these apparent dilatory, irre-
solute, incongruocus, and even contradictory proceedings :
in justice, therefore, to the commanders on each element,
I will endeavour to develope the motives by which they
were influenced in their various resolutions, and, if pos-
sible, tn point out the several causes to which the nuscar-
riage of tlus enterprise is to be attributed.

Those who are acquainted with the history of Great
Britain, must recollect many instances of our naval ex-
peditions having failed for want of alacrity in the pre-
paration. It requires very little nautical knowledge or
experience to conceive, that the success of naval enter-
prises depends almost entirely upon the proper season of
the year. This diversion on the coast of France seems to
have been first suggested by the king of Prussia and the
duke of Cumberland, who were at this time overpowered
by numerous French armies in Germany. Mr. Pitt
adopted their idea, because he thought it rational; but
he was principally influenced by the prospect of giving a
mortal siab to the naval power of France, in the de-
struction of Rochfort. When he first determined to carry

“ The regiments are each of thom to 1eccive fiom the store-keeper
“ of the ordnance, ten chevaui-de-frize, and 1o send for them forih-
¢ with,”
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this project into execution, there appeared to be time suf-
ficient  The troops, and the fieet of men-of-war, were
assembled carly 1 the month of Augusy, and therr not
satling till the 8th of September was entirely owing to the
misconduct of the contractors for the transperis : so much
is 1t in the power of hittle heings to frusuate the designs of
the wisest of the human species !

That the fleet did not make the isle of Oleron till the
20th, was chiefly owing to confrary winds, but, fiom the
above nanative, 1t 15 evidont that they might with gieat
ease, have anchored 1 Basque Roads next merning , that
the remainder of that day would have been sufficient for
reconnoitring the coast, and that the troops mght have
been in possession of Rochfort on the evening of the 22d.
The attack upon the isle of Aix was a mere waste of time,
nor would the taking of Fort Fouras have answered any
better purpose; because neither of these forts were so
situated as to prevent the landing of the troops, or impede
their march to Rochfort, or render their retreat less
secure. By the king’s private instructions to Sir John
Mordaunt, 1t appears, that the first and principal object
of the expedition was, to destroy the docks, magazines,
arsenals and shipping at Rochfort. This was to be effected
by surprise, or coup-de-man: therefore every hour of un-
necessary delay was a fault, as it not only gave the enemy
time to recover from the consternation mnto which the
appearance of such an armament must have thrown them,
but also gave them time to collect thewr troops, and add
strength to their fortifications.

We have seen above, from the report of Admiral
Broderick, that the transports might safely ride at anchor
within a mile and a half of a firm beach, wheie the troops
might have landed without the least molestation from any
fort or battery. Why were not the transports, immediately
upon this report, ordered to that station, and the army
tanded upon the beach? If the transports had been thus
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situated. the enbre disembarhation would have been
eflected 1 the space of a few hours, and the first division
tanded would have heen supported by the second m less
than an hour.  This seems to have heen an obvious, easy,
and rational method of proceeding, and piobably would
have been pursued, but for General Conway's inter-
rogation of the French prisoners which were taken on the
isle of A1x. The 1eport of these prisoners produced a
council of war, and that councl, on the information of
these and other Frenchmen, were persuaded, that, if the
troops should land on the continent, they would certainly
all be drowned, for that, by opening certain sluices, the
whole country might be laid under water. With these
teirible apprehensions, the council unanimously deter-
mined, that any attempt upon Rochfort was neither
advisable nor practicable. For this determination some
reasons were assigned; but it may be somewhat difficult
to find any reason for an apparent contrary determination
at their next meeting, especially when we consider, that
the report of Admiral Knowles, subsequent to the first
council, tended rather to increase ithan diminish the
horrible chimeras which guarded the coast of France.
But it is necessary to observe, that this second resolution
meant nothing more than an attack upon Fort Fouras, if
it had any precise object farther than that of mere bravado;
for, at this time, every idea of attempting Rochfort was
entirely relinquished.

We have seen above, that, in consequence of the reso-
lution of the council of war of the 28th, the troops were
ordered to land the same mght, and that, after remaining
four hours in the boats, they were ordered to return to
their ships. The only reason that can be assigned for
1this counter-order is, that, after the first order had been
issued, and in part executed, the commanders discovered
the absurdity of attempting to land a numerous army from
ships which were at the distance of two leagues from the
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shore. It is also probable that they now recollected, thar,
at this time, they had no motive, nc object, which could
either distress the enemy or serve then country i the
smallest degree. We find, in the fourth article of the
king’s private mstructions to Sir John Mordaunt, that
Mr Pitt’s plan extended to other towns on the coast of
France, particularly L’Orient and Bourdeaux; but we
see in the following article of these instiuctions, that the
end of September was fixed for the return of the fleet
Nevertheless, lest a scrupulous obedience to these orders
might frustrate the intent of the expedition, M. Pitt, on
the 15th of September, wrote to Sir Edward ITawke and
to Sir John Mordaunt, informing them, that hus majesty’s
commands were to continue upon the coast of France as
many more days as might be necessary o the completion
of any operation in which they were engaged.

Having thus endeavoured to give the reader a clue
which may enable him to pass through this labyunth of
delays and councils, to the several apparent causes of our
disappointment, I will now presume to as-iga the real
cause. The very able and patriotic minister who planned
this admirable enterprise, notwithstanding his superiour
sagacity, was mistaken in the character of Sir .John Mor-
daunt, of General Conway, and of General Cornwalles
In oulitmy knowledge and personal courage they weie by
no means deficient; but theie was 1n them all a want of
that consututional spirit of enterpuise, that impetuosity of
resolution, bordering upon imprudence, without which an
expedition of this natwie will never succeed. If the
minister lumself, or any general of equal constitutional
heroism, had commanded this army, Rochfort would have
been destroyed 1n twenty-four hours after the fieet came to
an anchor on the coast of France.

We now resume the thread of our narrative. Sir
Edward Hav. ke, at length disgusted with the mriesolute
proceedings of the army, on the 20th of September, in-
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formed Siv John Mordaunt, by letter, that if he had
nothing farther to prepose, he intended to proceed with
the fleet to England. The land officers approved his
resolution, and, on the Ist of October, the fleet sailed
with a fair wind for England, and came to an anchor at
Spithead on the 6th of the same month.

The people of England were exceedingly disappointed
and dissatisfied at this ingloricus return of such a fleet
and such an army. But no man in the hingdom had so
much reasor to be displeased as the minister himselfll
He now plainly perceived that he had mistaken his.
generals, and, to satisfy the people, consented te anm
inquiry into their conduct. Accordingly, a board of
inquiry was appointed, consisting of the duke of Marl-
borough, Lord George Sackwille, and General Walde-
grave. These gentlemen, after much examination, de-
liberation, and reflection, presented to the king se vague,
so unsatisfactory, so silly a report, that it was afterwards
thought necessary to bring Sir John Mordaunt to a formal
trial by a court-martial. But before we proceed to speak
of that court-martial, it is impossible to avoid taking some
farther notice of this court of inquiry, the first article of
whose report to the king was, that—* The not attacking
** Fort Fouras by sea, at the same time that it would
% have been attacked by land, was one cause why the
% expedition failed.”—That is, the expedition failed,
because something was not done in conjunction with
something which was never attempted. The second
article of their report was—¢ That the council of war
. of the 28th was not justifiable in.the resolution not to
¢ make an attack upon Rochfort, because they afterwards
¢ resolved to attack Fort Fouras.”” Their third article :
of report was, ¢ That the expedition failed, because the
 fleet returned to Ingland without any previous regular
¢ meeting of the council of war.” If the three members
of this hoard of inguiry had been well informed as. to the
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xituation of Rochfort, Aix, and Fouras, they would have
discovered that the first ought to have been attached
without any attention to either of the latter. Su John
Mordaunt was afterwards tried by a comt-martial, and
honomably acquitted. The mimster and the admiral
were also acquitted by the general voice of the people; su
that this grand expedition miscarried without a cause
Having, 1 hope, satisfied the reader conceimng the
employment of the British navy in Europe, let us now
follow ou1 fleets and armies to other paiis of the world.
In the East Indies we behold a scene extremely different
from that which we have just quitted ; unammaity, reso-
lution, and the genumne spuit of enterprize 1 our com-
manders ; intuitive military genius, and victory 1ts natural
attendant. Admiral Watson sailed from Bombay on the
30th of Aprd, 1756. He arnved at St David’s on the
29th of May ; sailed from thence on the 20th of June,
and anchored in Madras road the day following.~ Here
he first learnt the dreadful fate of Caleutta Having
taken Colonel Clive and his small army on beard his
squadron, he sailed on the 6th of October, determmed
to revenge the horrid murder of his countrymen. They
anchored in Balasore Road on the 5th of December,
reached Fulta on the 15th, and on the 28th proceeded to
Calcutta, with the Kent, Tyger, Salisbury, Bridgewater,
and King-fisher sloop. Next day Colonel Clive, with a
small body of men, landed, i order to atiack a fort
called Busbudgia, which, being at the same time can-
nonaded by the ships, was soon abandoned by the gar-
rison.” Other forts and batteries were lLikewise deserted
as the ships proceeded up the river, and, on the 2d of
January, 1757, after a smart cannonade from the Kent
and Tyger, the enemy were ciiven from therr gups, and
the town of Calcutta restored to the Eust India Company.

* Smollet's Continuation, vol.i. p. 46
De
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No more than nine seamen and three soldiers were killed,
ard about thirty men wounded. Ninety-one pieces of
cannon were found in the place, with a considerable quan-
tity of ammunition and mulitary stores.

This important conquest being finished, the British
commanders resolved to attempt Hughly, a city of great
trade, higher up the Ganges. The Bridgewater of twenty
guns, and a sloop, with a detachment of troops under the
command of Captam Kirkpatrick, were destmed for this
service. This armament proceeded up the river on the
5th of January, and reduced the place without much
difficulty. Twenty pieces of caunon were found on the
ramparts, besides a considerable quantity of saltpetre and
magazines of gram, which were 1mmediately destroyed by
the conquerors. The nabob of Bengal, enraged at being
thus rapidly driven from his most important possessions,
assembled an army of ten thousand horse and fifteen
thousand foot, and, cn the 2d of February, encamped
about a mile from Calcutta. Colonel Clive, though very
inferiour in number, resolved to attack the nabob in his
camp, and requested the admiral to assist him with all
the sailors he could spare. Six hundred seamen were
landed, under the command of Captain Warwick, on the
Sth, at one in the morning; at three Colonel Clive
marched his little army, and about five the attack began.
The nabob, after a feeble resistance, retreated, with the
loss of a thousand men killed, wounded and taken. This
action, though not decisive, obliged the nabob to sign
articies of capitulation, very advantageous to the East
India company.

Having thus humbled this insolent nabob, the con-
quercrs turned their attention towards Chandenagore, a
capital French settlement above Calcutta, on the same
river. Colonel Clive with seven hundred Europeans, and
about sixteen hundred Indians, marched towards the place,
and, after gaining possession of the principal outposts,
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waited for the arrival of the fleet. On the 18th of March,
the admirals Watson and Pocock, with the Kent, Tyger;
and Salisbuty men-of war, came to an anchor two miles
below Chandenagore. They found then passage ob-
structed by booms and chains across the rivei. These
obstacles being removed, on the 2Lth in the mormng they
began to batter the fort, whilst Colonel Clive continued
his approaches by land, and after three hours cannonading
the enemy hoisted a flag of truce, and suirendered by
capitulation ~ The garrison consisted of five hundred
Europeans and twelve hundred Indians, well provided
with ammunition and subsistence, and a hundred and
twenty-three pieces of cannon mounted on the ramparts.
This important conquest cost the victors no more than
forty men. Colonel Clive’s subsequent atchievements are
foreign from the purpose of this history. It is sufficient
to say, that he totally defeated the nabob Sulajud Dowla
at the head of twenty thousand men, caused him to he
solemnly deposed, and his prime minister Ali Khan to be
proclaimed viceroy in his stead.

We now take our leave of the East in order to inquire
how our fleets in the West Indies and in North America
were employed. We are to remember that Mr. Piit’s
first administration, which commenced with the year 1757,
was of short duration. It continued however long enough
to convince the nation of his spirit and political sagacity.
Astonished at the neghgence of his predecessors in ad-
ministration, he immediately conceived, and in part
executed, a plan of operation wisely calculated to revive
the faded laurels of Britain. He sent a squadren of men-
of-war under the command of Commodore Stevens to the
East Indies, ancther to Jamaica under Admiral Cotes,
and a third was ordered to be equipped for North America,
the command of which was to be given to Sir Edward
Hawke. This third squadron was destined, with a bedy
of troops under Lord Loudoun then in America, for the
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reduction of Louisbourg; but the design was scarcely
revealed to the privy-council, before it was known i
the French cabinet, and the preparations at Portsmouth
so flagrantly retarded, that the enemy had sufficient time
to render the expedition abortive. One French fleet of
nine ships sailed from Brest in January, a second, of five
men-of-war, sailed from Toulon in April, and a third, of
fourteen sail, left France on the 3d of May. The lastof
these squadrons arrived at Lowshourg in June. The
English fleet, inlended for Sir Edward Hawke, was given
to Admiral Holbourne, who sailed from Cork a week
after the departure of the last French squadron from Brest,
and arrived at Halifax in North America on the Oth of
July. Admiral Holbourne being jomed by Lord Loudoun
with the troops from New Ymk couneils of war weie
frequently holden, and, according to the general issue of
such councils, 1t was resolved to postpone the attach upon
Louisbourg to a more favourable opportumty. Thus
ended the naval expedition of Admiral Holbourne. The
troops under the command of Lord Loudoun, were twelve
thousand effective men, and the fleet consisted of fifteen
ships of the line, and eighteen frigates, &c.

We have seen above, that early tn this year a squadron
sailed to the West Indies, under the command of Admiral
Cotes. Soon after his arrival on the Jamaica station, he
detached Captain Forest with three frigates to cruize off
Cape Francois, in order to intercept the trade from the
French islands. Captain Forest had scarcely made his
appearance on that coast before he fell in with four French
men-of-war commanded by Monsieur Kersaint. An en-
gagement immediately ensued, which was sustamned with
mutual courage and obstinate resolution for two hours
and a half; after which the enemy retreated to Cape
Tranqom, and the Jinglish frigates to Jamaica. Thus
ends our naval history of the year 1757 : a history equally
unsatisfactory to the writer and to the reader; a year dis-
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tinguished solely by our conquests in the East Indies,
which are o be attributed entirely to the gensus and n-
trepidity of one man. Our fleets and armes in Europe
and in America were either totally inactive or failed in
their attempts Notwithstandmg the superiority of our
flect, the number of prizes taken by the French exceeded
the English hist of captures by more than twe hundred.
Let us now hasten to the year 1758, where we may expect
to find the patriotic zeal, political abilities, and heroic
spirit of enteiprise, so conspicuous in the character of the
new mnister, in full exertion of theirr influence. This
intrepid minster was so extremely disgusted at the beha-
viour of some of our commandets, that, in ene of his
speeches i the house of commons, he did not scruple te
declare, that, though the king would readily embrace any
rattonal measure for the honour of his crown, he doubled
whether a2 man ceould be found, who mght safely be
trusted with the execution of any enterprise of danger or
difficulty.

The parliament voted, for the service of the year 1758,
sixty thousand seamen, fifteen thousand warines included ;
and for the land service, near fifty-four thousand men.
Our fleet, at this period, consisted of three hundred and
twenty ships of war, one hundred and fifty-six -of which
were of the line. Besides these, there were on the stocks,
four ships of seveuty-four, two of seventy, four of sinty-
four, six of thirty-s1, and ten of twenty-eight guns. The
supplies were rased with the utmost facility, and at a
moderate interest. The languid, latent spirit of the
nation, inflamed by that of the new minister, was sud-
denly roused from the disgraceful apathy which, except
m the East Indies, characterised the operations of the
preceding year. The navy of France, at this time, eon-
sisted of seventy-seven ships of the line, and thirty-nine
frigates; that ef Spain of fifty-two line-of-battle ships,
twenty-six frigates from thirty to sixteen guns, thirteen

AD.
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xebeques of twenty-four, and four packet-boats of sixteen
guns.

The reduction of Louisbourg being a principal ehject
in Mr. Pitt’s plan of mulitary operations, a naval arma-
ment, adequate to the purpose, was prepared with all
possible expedition, and the command given to Admiral
Boscawen, an officer of approved abilities. The formi-
dable French fleet which had protected Louisbourg the
preceding year, had returned to France in a shattered con-
dition. These ships being repaired, were itended to
return to their former station in North America ; but their
intentions were effectually anticipated and prevented by
the vigilant alacrity of the British munister. Admiral
Boscawen sailed from St. Helen’s on the 19th February,
with forty-one men-of-war.* Meanwlile, a fieet under
the command of Sir Edward Ilawke, blocked unp the

* Viz. sHiPs CLPTAINS GUNS,
Namur ...... (Adm Boscawen) . Buckle ........ 90
Royal Wilham (8ir Chas Hardy) .. Evans ........ . .80
Prncess Ameha (Philip Darell) ,... Biay ........... 80
B Rodiney civvenees 74
Tenible ...vveviiieiiieecanae.. Collms . L., 74
Northumbeiland ..... areessseaes Lud Colvil ... . 70
Vanguard ..evesneveennans ever.s Suanton ....... 70
Oxford evevecereracanas v veee SPIV cevianeen. 70
Burford civeesvarces cveasaaecne. Gambier oia... 70
Somerset wcavaees cersesencnni... Hughes ........ 70
Laneaster ...vveeenecnnroncncens Ldgecombe .... 70
Devonshne ...ccevveevsoscnns.s Gordon ....... 66
Bedford ..ecveenncicnnocnnncans. Fowke (.io.... 64
Captail ...cvevevernvrvavareennn. Amherst ........ 64

Prince Frederie coveveencevecnese Man (ooiine.... 64
Pembroke ....sevesieminevsaccess SINCOC .ivpq... 60
Kingston ccoeeeiienncvereenaans Panry ooiaae.... 60
York cviiiiienecinnenssnancesnes Pigot L..e...... 60
Prince of Orange «vee.cvovvene.... Ferguson...,... 60
Deflance w.eeeescecssvceveccnss Baitd tu.iveasas 60
Nottmgham .i.asieeescasseecsss Marshal ..,..,.. 60
Centilion seeveesceconsesonevass: Mantel ..., .0 24
Sutherland ...ccevevesonnceseies ROUS sevarea,es 50
Besides eghteen frigates.
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French ports in the bay of Biscay, and another squadron,
commanded by Admiral Osboine, was sent to cruize
between Cape de Gatte and Carthagena on the coast of
Spaimn. There were, at this time, three small squadrons
of French ships of war in the different ports of Toulon,
Carthagena and Brest, which squadrons, under the com-
mand of Monsieur du Quesne and Monsieur de 1a Clue,
had orders to steal away for Lousboui g, jointly or sepa-
rately. The former of these commanders, in order to join
the latter at Carthagena, sailed from Toulon on the 25th
of Apmil, on board the Foudroyant of eighty guns, at-
tended by the Orphée of sixty-four, the Oriflamme of
fifty, and Pleiade of twenty-four guns. Admiral Osborne,
expecting the departure of this squadron from Toulon,
had stationed the Gubraltar fiigate in the offing of that
harbour to watch their motions. As soon as du Quesne’s
squadron appeared, the Gibraltar sheered off, and gra-
dually decoyed the enemy so effectually, that on the 27th,
about two m the morning, du Quesne found himself m the
midst of Osborne’s fleet. 1In this critical situation, the
French admnal made a signal for his squadron to dis-
perse; each ship immediately steered a different course,
and were as immediately pursued by detachments from
Osborne’s fleet, who, with the remainder of his fleet,
continued to block up the harbour of Carthagena. The
Pleiade, being a prime sailer, escaped. The Oriflamme
was chaced by the Monarque and Montague, and escaped
destruction by running under the guns of a small Spanish
fort The Orphée was pursued by the Revenge and Ber-
wick, and was taken, by the first of these ships, in sight
of Carthagena. The Foudroyant was chaced by the Mon-
mouth, Swiftsure, and Hampton Court. Abeut seven in
the morning, the “Monmouth and Foudroyant began to
fire at each other, the rest of the fleet being then totally
out of sight. The dispioportion between the two ships
was very great. The Foudroyant had one thousand men
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on beard, and mounted cighty gune, forty-two and tweuty-
four pounders; the Monmouth mounied only sixty-four
tnelve and twenty-four pounders, and her complement of
men was no more than four hundied and seventy. This
remarkable disparity aoiwithstanding, Captamn Gardiner,
who commaaded the DMonmouth, vesolved, at all events,
to vanquish i enemy. Thvs dotermined, he brought his
ship within pistol-shor of his antagomsi, and now the
battle raged with infernal fury. About nine o’clock Cap-
tain Gardiner was shot through the head by a musket-
ball. # He hingered t1ll the day following, and then died,
universally regretted and lamented, particularly by the
officers and erew of his own ship. The death of such a
men was a very great loss to his country. Soon after the
captam fell, the Monmouth’s mizer-mast came by the
board; on which the enemy gave three cheers. The
crew of the Monmouth returned the eompliment a few
minutes after, on the mizen-mast of the Foudroyant being
also shot away. This disaster was seon followed by the
fall of her main-mast, which giving fresh spirits to the
English, their fire became so incessant and intolerable,
that the French sailors eould no longer be kept to their
guns, and the mighty Foudroyant struck a little after one
o’clock. This action, which is one of the most glorious
in the naval history of Britain, and which must ever
remain an incontestable preof of our maval superiority,
I recommend to the eonstant recollection of such of our
sea officcrs as may be inclined to calculate their com-
parative weight of metal before they venture to engage.
The Orphée and Foudroyant being taken, and the eom-
mander in chief being a prisoner, Monsieur de la Clue

# Yt1s said that Captain Gardiner, before he expwed, sent for his
first heutenant, and made 1t his last request, that he would not give
up the ship. The lieutenant assured hmm ke neves would, and in-
stantly went and nailed the flag to the staft  He then took a pistol m
each hand, and swore 1f any man i the shup should attermpt to stuke
the colours, he would put ham to death.
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gave up all thoughts of passing the Straits of Giibraltar,
and returned from Carthagena to Toulon, where his squa-
dion was laid up. But the French ministry, not de-
pending entwrely on their Mediterranean fleet for the pro-
tection of Lousbourg and the reinforcement of theit army
in North America, had prepared a considerable fleet of
tianspoirts and store-ships at Rochfort, Bourdeaux, and
other poits in that neighbourhood. These transports,
with three thousand tioops on board, were ordered to
rendezvous 1n April, and to sail under convoy of six ships
of the line and several fiigates. Such however was the
mtelligence and alacrity of the Enghsh munister, that
effectual measures were taken to frustrate the design. Sir
Edward ITawke, with seven ships of the line and three
frigates, sailed down the bay of Biscay, and on the 5d of
April brought up in Basque Road, where he discovered
five French ships of the lme and seven fiigates at anchor
near the isle of Aix. They no sooner saw the English
fleet than they began with the utmost precipitation to slip
themr cables, and fly i great confusion. Some of them
escaped to sea; but far the greater number threw theiw
guns and stores overboard, and, running 1nto shoal water,
stuck in the mud. Next morning several of ther men-
of-war and transports were seen lying on their broadsides;
but being out of the reach of his guns, Sir Edward Hawke
left them to therr fate, perfectly satisfied with having frus-
trated their intention of saling to America.

1 have before observed, that some of the store-ships and
transports destined for North America were to sail from
Bourdeaux. These transports were twelve m number.
They sailed under convoy of the Galathde, a frigate of
twenty-two guns, and a letter of maryue of twenty guns.
In the bay of Biscay they had the musfortune to fall 1n
with the Essex of sixty-four guns, and the Pluto and
Proserpine fire-ships, which were on their passage to join
Sir Edward Hawke. After a short, but smait conflict, the
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French frigate, the letter of marque, and one of the trans-
ports, were taken. But this advantage was dearly pur-
chased with the death of Captain James Hume, who com-
manded the Pluto. Two more of these transpoits were
afterwards taken by the Antelope and Speedwell sloops.

Having seen every attempt of France for the protection
of Louisbourg entirely frustrated, we now proceed to
projects more directly offensive, planned and executed by
Mr. Pitt. But a melancholy event mtervenes. On the
18th of April, the Prince George of eighty guns, com-
manded by Rear-admiral Broderick, in his passage to the
Mediterranean, took fire between one and two in the
afternoon, and, -notwithstanding the utmost exertion of
human skill and labour, aided by despair, burnt with such
rapidity, that in the space of a few hours she burnt down
to the water edge. A little before six in the evening she
sunk entirely, and more than two-thirds of her crew
perished in the ocean. The admiral, after buffeting the
waves nearly an hour, * was at length taken up by a boat
belonging to one of the merchantmen under his convoy.
Captain Peyton and the chaplain were also among the
few that were saved.

We now proceed to the circumstantial relation of an
expedition to the coast of Africa; an expedition which,
extraordinary as it may seem, was planned and executed
by a quaker. Thomas Cuming, the projector of this en-
terprise, having made a voyage, as a merchant-adven-
turer, to Portenderrick, on the coast of Africa, became
personally acquainted with Amir, the Moorish king of
Legibelli, This prince, being prejudiced in favour of
the English nation, and extremely dissatisfied with the
French, wished eagerly for an opportunity to drive them
from their settlements on the river Senegal, and promised
all the assistance in his power to the arms of Britain.

* Annunal Register, p. 306,
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Mr. Cuming, during his residence on the Gum coast,
became perfectly acquainted with the nature, extent, and
importance of the trade, and was very assiduous in his
enquiry concerning the situation and strength of the
French forts. On his return to England he communicated
his observations and ideas to the board of trade, by whom
his project was approved, and finally adopted by the
ministry. This was in the year 1757. A force which was
deemed adequate to the expedition, was ordered to be
prepared, but before the ships were ready to sail, the
season was so far advanced that it was thought advisable
to postpone the design. In the beginning of the following
year, Mr. Cuming revived his application; the minister
approved his plan, and a small squadron was equipped
with all possible expedition. The ships ordered for this
service were the Nassau of sisty-four, the Harwich of
fifty, and the Rye of twenty guns, attended by the Swan
sloop, and two busses. They had on board two hundred
marines, commanded by Major Mason, and a detachment
of matrosses, under Captain Walker ; ten pieces of cannon
and eight mortars.

This small squadron, * commanded by Captain Marsh,
and conducted by friend Cuming, sailed from Plymouth
on the 9th of March, and on the 24th of April came to an
anchor in the mouth of the river Senegal, and in sight of
Fort Louis, which is situated on the island of Senegal,
about four leagues within the bar. The French governor
of this fort, as soon as he discovered the Enghsh squa-
dron, sent down an armed brig and six sloops to dispute
the passage of the bar. A brisk but ineffectual can-
nonading ensued. Meanwhile the channel being disco-
vered, and the wind blowing up the river, Captam Millar
of the London buss, passed the bar and came to an
anchor, where he remained all night exposed to the fire

* Smollet’s Contnuation of the Hastory of England, vol. 1. p. 272
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of the enemy. He was followed next morning by the
other small vessels, some of which ran a-ground and
bilged. The troops on board these vessels immediately
took to their boats, and landed on the east shore of the
river. Apprehensive of being attacked by the natives,
they threw up an entrenchment and disembarked their
stores. Next morning they were reinforced by a detach-
ment of three hundred and fifty seamen, and now began
to meditate an attack upon Fort Louis. But the governor,
not choosing to wait the event, sent two deputies with
offers of surrender. His proposals, after a little delibera-
tion, were accepted by Captain Marsh and Major Mason.
By the articles of capitulation, the natives of France were
to be sent home with all their private effects. On the Ist
of May the English took possession of Fort Louis, and all
the settlements belonging to France on the river Senegal,
were at the same time ceded to the king' of Great Britain.
Thus this important conquest, which was planned and
conducted by a quaker, was atchieved in 2 manmer per-
fectly consonant with the principles of his religion;, namely,
without spilling a single drop of human blood. Itisalso’
worthy of remark, that it was our first successful expedi-
tion since -the commencement of the war. There were
found in the fort ninety-two pieces of cannon, some trea-
sure, and a considerable quantity’ of gcods. This busi-
ness being accomplished, and Fort Louis garrisoned by
English troops, the men-of-war procéeded to attack the
island of Goree, about thirty leagues distant from Se-
negal; but their force being insufficient, the attempt
miscarried.

On the 20th day of May, thé Dorsetshire, Captain
Dennis, of seventy guns, cruizing in the bay of Biscay,
feH in with the Raisonable, a French manof-war of sixty-
four guns and six hundred and thirty men, commanded by
le prince de Mombazon, who defended his ship with great
resolution, till one hundred and sixty of his men were
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killed or wounded, and hus hull and rigging considerably
damaged.

Mr. Pitt’s comprehensive plan of operation was tos
rational to be disconcerted by such miscarriages as were
justly to be attributed to a want of spirit n the executron.
The expedition to the coast of France, of the preceding
year, having failed, made no alteration in the minister’s
opinion, that a diversion of the like nature was a proper
measure. For this purpose, in the month of May, near
fourteen thousand men were cncamped on the isle of
Wight. This army, commanded by the duke of Marl-
borough, consisted of sixteen battalions of mfantry, four
hundred artillery-men, and five hundied and forty light
horse. One of the regiments of infantry, being destined
for another service, did not embark ; so that the number
employed in this expedition amounted to about thirteen
thousand. The subordinate general officers were Lord
George Sackville, the earl of Ancram, Major-generals
Waldegrave, Mostyn, Drury, Boscawen, and Elhot. Two
distinct fleets were assembled at Spithead, the first com-
manded by Lord Anson, of twenty-two sail of the line;
the second under Commodore Howe, consisting of several
frigates, sloops, fire-ships, bomb-vessels, tenders, cutters,
and transports.

This tremendous fleet sailed from St. Helen’s on the Ist
of June. * Lord Anson with the line-of-battle ships stood
away to the west, and proceeded to block up the French
fleet at Brest; while Commodore Howe steered athwart
the channel with the wind at south-east. The night
proved so tempestuous, notwithstanding the season of the
vear, that one of the store-ships rolled away her muasts.
About eight next morning they made cape Ia Hogue, and
that night anchored m the race of Alderney. On the 3d,
about noon, one of the transports struck upon a rock. near

* Account of the enterprise by au officer

v
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the island of Sark, and was lost, but the troops on board
were saved. On the 4th, Mr. Howe came to an anchor
within three leagues of St. Malo. Next morning he
weighed before break of day, and stood into the bay of
Cancalle, so called from a village of that name, where the
troops were intended to land. At four in the evening the
whole fleet brought up, and in a short time after ten com-
pantes of grenadiers landed near the village above-men-
tioned. The only opposition was from a battery of itwo
guns fired by a brave old Frenchman and his son, who

saintained their post till the poor old man was wounded
by a shot from one of our frigates. If others of his coun-
trymen had behaved with equal resolution, the disem-
barkation would have been more difficult; for there were
at this time seven companies of foot and three troops of
dragoons at Cancalle; but these troops retired to St.
Malo. The British grenadiers landed a little before sun-
set, attended by five volunteers of distinction, whose names
should be recorded and remembered with gratitude. Such
spirit in young wmen of rank and fortune, raises the military
character of a nation more effectually than a victory over
the enemy. Lord Down, Sir John Armitage, Sir James
Lowther, Mr. Francis Blake Delaval, and Mr. Berkley,
were the men. The entire disembarkation was completed
on the 6th, and the whole army encamped near Cancalle ,
the grenadiers and the light horse being advanced about a
mile in the front of the line.

The duke of Marlborough, sensible of the ravages which
are generally committed by the common soldiers on their
landing in an enemy’s country, issued strict orders to pre-
vent marauding. Nevertheless, some irregularities were
committed. The offenders were brought to immediate
trial, and two or three of them executed. This rigorous
exertion of military law saved the inoffensive peasaniry
from many acts of brutal licentiousness, which they would
otherwise have experienced.
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On the 7th, at break of day, the army marched towards
St. Malo i two columns. The left column, commanded
by Lord George Sackville, fell mto the great road , but
the lanes through which Lord Ancram’s column marched
were so narrow, and the country so enclosed and woody,
that notwithstand:ng the previous labour of two hundred
pioneers, the men were frequently obliged to pass in single
files; so that a small number of the enemy might easily
have destroyed this column, or at least have made 1t im-
possible for them to advance. But, so far from meeting
with any opposition, theyfound the villages and hamlets
through which they passed entirely deserted. The army
proceeded in good order without beat of drum, and, after
a march of six miles, encamped at the distance of hittle
more than a mile from the town of St. Malo. While they
were employed in pitching their tents, the light horse,
with the piquets of the whole army, marched toward the
town, and were saluted by a few shot from the cannon on
the ramparts. As soon as it was dark the piquets marched
down to the harbour, where they found a considerable
number of privateers and other small vessels, most of
which, it being low water, were laid dry. Having set fire
to all the shipping, they proceeded to communicate the
flames to the magazines of pitch, tar, ropes, &c. all which
were entirely destroyed, except one small store-house,
which, if it had been set on fire, must from its situation
have destroyed most of the houses in the suburbs. This
building was spared from a noble principle of humanity,
worthy the imitation of all future invaders. The number
of ships destroyed was about one hundred and twenty.
The piquets now rejoined the army, which continued un-
molested in its encampment till the 10th, when the tents
were struck, and the army in one eolumn marched back to
Cancalle. While the man body of the troops were em-
ployed as I have related, a baitalion of the guards, under
the command of Colonel Cesar, marched twelve miles up
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the country, to a town called Delle, where they wece
politely entertained by the magistrates. As their design
was merely to reconncitre, they continued ene night in
the town without committing the least act of hostility, and
then veturned. A party of English hight horse pene-
trating a few miles farther, fell in with the videts of a
French camp, two of which they took, and brought pri-
soners to Cancalle.

The purpose of this invasion being fully accomplished,
the troops weve re-embarked, and the fleet sailed on the
16th, early in the morning, and, after beating against the
wind during that whole day, came to an anchor off the
harbour of St. Malo. The night proved so tempestuous,
that many of the ships drove, and some parted their
cables. Next morning, the wind continuing contrary,
the fleet returned to Cancalle bay, and there remained till
the 22d, when they sailed again, and next day passed the
islands of Jersey and Guernsey. On the 25th, they made
the isle of Wight, and on the 26th, the wind veering to
the northward, they steered again for the coast of France,
and ran in with the land near Havre ; but toward evening
it blew so fresh, that, to avoid the danger of a lee-shore,
they stood out tosea. On the 27th, the weather becoming
more moderate, they ran in with the land a second time,
and the duke of Marlborough and Mr. Howe went out in
a cutter to reconnoitre the coast. At their return, orders
were given for the troops to prepare for immediate disem-
barkation; nevertheless, the 28th passed without any
attempt to land, and on the 29th the fleet bore away
before the wind, and anchored within a league of Cher-
bourg. Some of the transports which bronght up nearer
in shore, were fired at from several batteries, but received
no damage. A few troops were seen parading on the
strand, most of which appeared to be militia.

Soon after the fleet came to an anchor, the duke of
Marlborough signified his intentien of making an attack
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upon the town that night, and ordered the first battalion
of guards to be 1 their boats at eleven o’clock. The rest
of the troops received orders in what manner, and at what
time, they were to proceed, and every necessary prepara-
tion was made for immediate disembarkation. But as
nmght approached, the wind off shore gradually encreased,
and, before the appointed hour, became so violent as to
render the attempt impracticable. Next mnorning, the
duke of Marlborough, upon enquiry into the stock of pro-
visions, hay, and water, found these several articles so
nearly exhausted, that it would be dangerous, in so
variable a climate, to remain any longer on an hostile
coast. He therefore resolved to return to England. The
fleet accordingly weighed anchor at ten o'clock, and arrived
at St. Helen’s the next day in the evening. The troops
were encamped on the isle of Wight, that they might
recover the effects of so long a confinement, on board of
transports by no means sufficient for the accommodation of
so numerous an army. These troops were destined for
more expeditions of the like nature, the suecess of which
will be seen in due time; but a regular attention to a
chronological series of naval events now calls us to North
America.

I am to remind the reader, that Admiral Boscawen
sailed from England, with a considerable fieet, on the
19th of April. * He arrived at Halifax in Nova Scotia
on the 9th of May ; from which he sailed on the 28th, with
an army of fourteen thousand men, under the command of
Major-general Amherst. + This fleet, consisting of one
hundred and ﬁf'ty-seveiz sail, anchored, on the 2d of June,
in the bay of Gabarus, about two leagues westward of
Louishourg. The French governor, le Chevalier Drucour,
had taken every possible precaution to prevent a surprise.
He had thrown up several entrenchments, erected bat-

* Smollet’s Continuation, vol.n p, 207, T Anunal Register, p. 70.
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teries, and formed a chain of redoubts for two leagues and
a half along the coast. There were in the harbour six
ships of the line and five frigates, three of which were,
during the siege, sunk at the entrance. The fortifications
of the town were not in good repair; the garrison con-
sisted of two thousand five hundred regular troops, besides
six hundred burghers and Canadians. When the fleet
first came to an anchor, and during several succeeding
days, the surf ran so high, that 1t was impossible for the
boats to come near the shore. These several obstacles
appeared so tremendous to many of the officers, that they
advised the admiral to call a geneial council of war. For-
tunately for the service, and for his own 1eputation, he
disregarded such advice, and determined to land the troops
at all events.

On the 8th of June, the weather being more moderate,
the grenadiers and light infantry were in the boats before
break of day. The frigates and armed sloops began to
scour the coast, by an incessant fire upon the enemy ; and
now the boats rowed briskly toward the shore in three
divisions, commanded by the Generals Wolfe, Whitmore,
and Laurence. When they approached the land they met
with a warm reception from the enemy, and the surf ran
so high that many of the hoats were staved, and some of
the soldiers drowned. General Wolfe leaped into the sea,
and being followed by his whole division, formed his
people on the beach, and marched intrepidly to the nearest
battery. The other two divisions followed his example,
and the enemy soon fled in confusion. The remainder of
the army, cannon, and stores, were landed with all pos-
sible speed, and the town was regularly invested. General
Amherst having secured his camp by proper redoubts and
epaulments, now began his approaches in form. In landing
the troops, three officers, four serjeants, one corporal, and
thirty-eight private men, were killed or drowned; five
lieutenants, two serjeants, one corporal, fifty-one men
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wounded ; and about seventy boats lost. The enemy,
when they fled from themr intrenchments, left behind
them seventeen pieces of cannon, fourteen large swivels,
two mortars, a furnace for red-hot balls, small arms,
ammunition, stores, tools and provisions in considerable
quantity.

- The Chevalier Drueour, having received his detach-
ments 1nto the town, destroyed his out-posts, and all baild-
ings within two miles of the ramparts, prepared for a
vigorous defence. The approaches of the British General
were at first slow, owing to the difficulty of landimg his
stores, the labour of dragging his cannon through a
marshy country, and the necessity of fortifying his camp.
Meanwhile, General Amherst, being not a little incom-
moded by the fire from the enemy’s ships in the harbour,
and also from the island battery, detached General Wolfe,
with a considerable body of troops, with orders to march
round the north-east harbour and take possession of the
light-house point. This order was executed with great
alacrity and despatch, and a powerful battery erected,
which, on the 25th, silenced that of the enemy on the
island. On the 29th, the besieged sunk four ships at the
entrance of the harbour. They made several sallies from
-the town, and were repulsed with loss. The British army
continued to approach the town, in a regular and sczen-
tific manner, and the enemy displayed no less resolution
and skill in the science of defence On the 13th of July
the besiegers were about six hundred yards from the
covert way.

On the 21Ist, a shell from our battery on the light-house
point set fire to one of the enemy’s ships in the harbour.
She immediately blew up, and two other men-of-war
having caught the flame were also destroyed. These were

- the Entreprenant, the Capricteux, and the Celebre: se
that the Prudent and the Bienfaisant were the only ships
of force remaining. In the night of the 25th the first of
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these two was set on fire, and the other towed triumphantly
out, by a detachment of seamen under the command of
Captains Laforey and Balfour. This gallant exploit
merits a circumstantial relation. The naval reader will
peruse it with pleasure; probably with advantage—By the
admiral’s orders, a barge and pinnace from every ship in
the fleet assembled, aboul noon, under the stern of the
Namur. These boats were manned only by their proper
crews, armed chiefly with pistols and cutlasses, and each
boat commanded by a lieutenant and midshipman. From
thence they proceeded, by two or three at a time, to*join
Sir Charles Hardy’s squadron near the mouth of the har-
bour. Being there 1c-asscmbled in two divisions, under
the two captains above-mentioned, about midnight they
paddied into the harbour of Louisbourg unperceived. The
night was extremely dark, and the seamen were pro-
foundly silent. They passed very near the island battery
undiscovered, the darkness of the night, and a thick fog,
prevented their being seen, whilst the perpetual din of
bombs, cannon, and musketry, both of the besieged and
besiegers, effectually covered the noise of their oars. As
soon as each division came near enough to perceive the
devoted object, the two men-of-war were immediately
surrounded by the boats, and were first alarmed by the
firing of their own centinels. Al the boats fell aboard at
the same instant, and the several crews, following the
example of their officers, scrambled up every part of the
ships, and, in a few minutes, took possession of their
respective prizes. The resistance was very feeble, and
consequently the loss of men on either side inconsiderable.
Day-light and the shouts of our sailors, having at length
discovered to the enemy on shore, that their ships were in
possession of the English, they immediately pointed every
gun that could be brought to bear upon the boats and
prizes, and a furious discharge of cannon ensued. Those
who were in possession of the Prudent, finding her



OF KING GEORGE 1iL

a-ground, set her on fire, and then jomned the boats
which were now employed in towing off the Bienfaisant,
which, with the assistance of a favourable breeze, wae
triumphantly carried away and secured.

On the 26th, while Admnal Boscawen was preparing to
send six ships into the harbour, he reeeived a letter from
the Chevalier Drucour, offering to capitulate on the
same terms that were granted to the Enghsh at Minorca.
The admiral insisted on the garrison remaining prisoners
of war, and with these terms the governor finally complied.
He could not do otherwise. He yielded to irresistible
necessity. His ships were all destroyed or taken; his
cannon were dismounted; his garrison diminished, and
the remainder harassed and dispirited; all his hopes of
relief from Europe or from Canada were vanished, and
his ramparts in many places battered to pieces. The
capitulation being signed, the British troops took posses-
sion of Louisbourg on the 27th, and the two islands of
Cape Breton and St. John were ceded to his Britannic
Majesty. The ships of war lost by the French on this
occasion were the Prudent of seventy~four guns, Entre-
prenant seventy-four, Capucicux sixty-four, Celebre
sixty-four, Bienfaisant sixty-four, Apollo fifty; Chevre,
Biche and Fidelle frigates sunk at the harbour’s mouth;
Diana of thirty-six taken by the Boreas; Echo of twen-
ty-six, taken by the Juno.

We now return to Europe. The spirited minister who,
at this time, held the reins of government; whose sucees~
sive expeditions were distinct gradations in a regular plan
of operation; whose mvasions on the coast of France
were principally intended to divide the forces of the enemy :
this active minister, I say, determined once more to invade
the coast of Normandy. Part of the troops which, since
the last expedition, had been encamped on the Isle of
Wight, were sent to Germany. The Duke of Marlbo-
rough and Lord George Sackville were likewise ordered
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upon that service. The remainder of the troops now com-
manded by Lieutenant-General Bhigh, embarked on board
the fleet under Commodore Howe, and sailed from St.
Helen's on the first day of August. On the Gth, in the even-
ing, the fleet came to an anchor in the bay of Cherburg,
and a fow shells were thrown into the town that night.
Next morning, about seven o’clock, the fleet got under
weigh, and at nine brought up in the bay of Maris, two
leagues west of the town, where the general resolved to
land his troops. The governor of Cherburg, since his
late alarm, had thrown up several entrenchments, and
planted some batteries along the coast. DBehind these
works there appeared about two thousand regular troops.
On the 7th, at two in the afternoon, the grenadiers and
guards, commanded by General Drury, in flat-bottom
boats, landed, without opposition, under cover of an in-
cessant fire from the fleet. Having formed his troops on
the beach, he marched immediately toward a party of the
enemy, received their fire, and then attacked them with
such resolution, that they soon fled in the utmost con-
fusion, and with considerableloss. They left behind them
two pieces of brass cannon. Of the English, about twenty
were killed or wounded.

The remainder of the infantry being disembarked,
General Bligh marched to the village of Erville, and
there pitched his tents for the night. The ground which
he had chosen for his encampment was so inadequate, in
point of extent, to the number of troops, that the tents
were crowded together as close as they could stand, with-
out order or regularity. 1f the French commander had
not been as ignorant in his profession as his enemy, the
British army would, in this situation, have been sur-
rounded and destroyed, or taken: two or three thousand
men, judiciously commanded, were sufficient. But, either
for want “of skill, or strength, or resolution, the English
army was suffered to sleep in perfect security, and the suc--
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ceeding dawn did not discover a single French soldier in
sight of the camp. On reconnoitring the nearest fort,
called Quirqueville, 1t was found desolate; so that the
light horse were now disembarhed without the least inter-
1uption, and the army proceeded, m two columns, toward
Cherburg, which they entered without firing or receiving
a single shot, the town and all the forts being entirely
abandoned by the troops. The inhabitants, in confidence
of a promise of protection, contained m a manifesto pub-
lished by General Bligh, remaimned in the town, and re-
cerved their hostile visitors with politeness and hospitality.
I am sorry to record, to the disgrace of English discipline,
that their confidence was abused. The proper means of
restraining the licentious brutality of the common soldiers
were neglected, till the just complants of the sufferers
reminded the general of Ins duty.

General Bligh now proceeded, according to his in-
situctions, to demolish the harbour and bason, which had
been constructed by Lewis X V. at a vast expense, and
were intended as an asylum for men-of-war. 1t appeared,
however, from the unfinished state of the fortifications,
that the importance of Cherburg had of late dwindled in
the estimation of the French mimstry. WWhile the en-
gineers were thus employed, the light horse were sent to
scour the country, and to reconnoitre a French camp at
Walloign, about twelve miles from Cherburg. In these
excursions they frequently skirmished with the enemy, and
in one of these rencounters Lindsay, a captamn of the
British light horse, was unfortunately killed. He was a
very active and gallant officer. The great business of
demolition being finished, on the 16th of August, at
three in the morning, the army evacuated Cherburg,
marched down to Fort Galet, and there embarked with-
out molestation.

In our estimate of the utility of this enterprise, we are
to remembery that the primary object was, by keeping the
French coast in perpetual alarm, to oblige them to retain
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an army for their own security, which would otherwisc
bhave marched to Germany. Exclusive of this consi-
deration, the expedition to Cherburg was, by no means,
unimportant. Twenty-seven ships were burnt in the
harbour. A hundred and seventy-three pieces of iron
ordnance and three mortars were rendered useless; and
twenty-two brass cannon and two mortars were sent to
England. These cannon were afterwards exposed, for
some time, in Hyde Park, and then drawn through the
city in pompous procession, amid the joyful acclamations
of the people, the oldest of whom had never beheld a
similar triumph.

Thus far the operations of this terrific, itinerant army
were successful. But the general’s commission did not
end with the destruction of the forts and harbour of Cher-
burg. By his secret instructions he was ordered to keep
the coast of France in continual alarm; to make descents,
and attack any place that might be found practicable,
between the east point of Normandy and Moerlaix. In
compliance with these instructions, the fleet weighed
anchor on the 18th of August, and steered toward St.
Malo, with a design to make a second attack upon that
nest of privateers. But they were obliged, by contrary
winds, to run for the English coast. They came to an
anchor in Weymouth Road on the 23d; they sailed from
thence on the 25th, but were obliged to put back the same
evening. The next attempt proved more successful. The
fleet, though not without difficuity, kept the sea, and,
standing to the southward, soon made the coast of France ;
but it was the 4th of September before they came to an
anchor in the bay of St. Lunaire, about two leagues west
of St. Malo. While the fleet was bringing up, *. the com-
modore, with Prince Edward, afterwards duke of York,
who attended Mr. Howe in the capacity of midshipman,
went off in their barge to reconnoitre the shore. Seeing
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o appearance of an enemy, the troops were disembarked,
without opposition, but not entirely without misfortune.
One of the flat-bottom boats bemng run down by the
Brlliant, was overset, and five soldiers drowned. As
soon as the troops were landed, Sir Willlam Boothby,
with three hundred grenadiers, was detached with orders
to desiroy a hundred and fifty vessels in the harbour of
Briac, near 8t. halo. He executed his commussion effectu-
ally; but the number of vessels in that harbour did not
exceed fifteen.

_The Buitish army continued in their encampment near
St. Lunarre four days, which were spent 1n deliberations
concerning the practicability of an attack upon St. Malo.
It was finally determined to be impracticable, and Mr.
Howe having declared that it was umpossible to re-embark
the troops from the place where they had landed, it was
resolved that the troops should march over land, and that
the fleet should, in the mean time, proceed to the bay of
St. Cas, and there remain ready to receive them. The
commodore weighed anchor, and stood to the westward.
On Friday, the 8th, :n the morning, General Bligh struck
his tents, and began lus march toward the village of Gil-
dau, where he was told the river which hie must necessaily
pass, was fordable at low water. The day’s march, though
short, proved fatiguing to the troops, on account of the
heavy rain and bad roads ; and, as the axmy marched in a
single column, it was night before the rear came to their
ground. ‘When Colonel Clark, who marched at the head
of the advanced guard, arrved at the village of Gildau,
he saw a body of about three hundred peasants on the
opposite bank of the river, apparently forming with an
intention to oppose his passage. A few shot from two or
three field-pieces immediately dispersed them. Orders
were issued to prepare for passing the river at six o’clock
next morning, and the army went to rest. Next morning,
at six o’clogk, the troops were ready to plunge into the
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river, when it appeared that the general had been
totally misinformed as to the time of fording, that it was
now high instead of low water, and that it would be three
in the afternoon before the troops could pass. Such a
mistake, though apparently of no great importance, as it
discovered the fallibility of the general’s intelligence, wac
a bad omen.

The army forded the river in two columns, without any
other molestation than a volley or two of musket-shot
from the opposite village, by which Lord Frederick Caven-
dish, and a few grenadiers were slightly wounded. They
passed the river, and pitched their tents immediately.
Why they marched no farther that night, is difficult to
imagine. On Sunday morning the army again decamped,
and marched toward Mattingnon. When the advanced
guard approached the town, they saw a party of French
dragoons, and olserved that the hedges were lined by
foot which seemed to be regulars. This being reported to
the general, all the grenadiers were ordered to advance,
and they pressed forward with great eagerness; but the
enemy did not think fit to wait for them. Having marched
about four miles, the army encamped to the southward of
Mattingnon, after parading through the town by beat of
drum. From this circumstance, it 1s evident that General
Bligh had not the least idea that a superiour army was at
this time within a few hours march of his camp. *

This evening a French soldier was brought into the
camp, who informed the general, that nine battalions of
foot, two squadrons of dragoons, with five thousand
guardes de costs, were on their march from Brest, and
that they were not above two leagues distant. Ile named
the general officers, and the regiments. His intelligence,

* « T recollect,” says the author of the account of this expedilion,
¢ that the langnage of tlns daj, 1 the mouths of some of om con-
“ siderable personages was——By G—d, 2 man right march thionoh
“ Tiance with a single company of grenadiers.” -
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heweser, produced no other effect than an crder to the
piquets of the English army to be paiticularly vigilant.
During the night, the advanced guard of the enemy came
<0 near, as to exchange some shot with the out-posts.
Nevertheless, General Bligh continued so totally unap-
prehensive. that he oirdered the usual drums, preparatory
to a march, to heat next morning at thiee o’clock. The
drums beat accoidingly, and the army marched, in a
single column, towaids St Cas, which 1s about a league
from Mattingnon. If the troops had marched m two
columns, they would have reached their ships in balf the
time. When the head of the column reached the emi-
nence, about half a mile from the sea, they had ordeis to
halt, and the regiments formed the line as they advanced
in succession ; but, before the grenadiers in the rear
reached the ground, the youngest brigade was ordered to
march down to the beach. Meanwhile the frigates which
were intended to cover the embaikation, and the boats,
were approaching the land. Before the grenadiers
quitted the height, they saw the enemy advancing in four
columns. The grenadiers marched deliberately down to
the beach, and there rested on thewr arms, while the
battalions were conveyed to their transports in the flat-
bottom beats.

The rear of the English army had scarcely quitted the
height before it was possessed by the enemy. As soon as
they began to descend, Mr. Howe made a signal for his
frigates to fire ; which order was executed with so much
skill and dexterity, that many of the French were killed,
and their whole army thrown into confusion. The British
troops were now all embarked, except the grenadiers and
four companies of the first regiment of guards; mn all
about fourteen hundred men. The enemy continued to
advance, and their cannon destroyed some of our boats.
General Drury, who was now the senior officer on shore,
formed his little army, and most imprudently advanced up
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the hill to meet his enemy. By this manceuvre he quitted
a parapet of sand banks, and effectually silenced the fri-
gates, which could not now fire without destroying their
friends. This inconsiderable body of English troops,
with every disadvantage of situation, and commanded by
a man of no experience or abilities, maintained their
ground against ten times their number, till most of them
had entirely spent their ammunition. Thus circumstanced.
after making terrible havock in the enemy’s ranks, they
yielded to necessity, and retreated to their boats. Unhap-
pily, the boats then in shore were insufficient to receive
half the number of men which now crowded to the beach.
and the boats were consequently in an instant so over-
loaded, that most of them were a-ground. In this hor-
rible situation, exposed to the continual fire of 2 numerous
army, they remained for some time; till, at last, the
commodore himself leaped into his boat, and, rowing to
the shore, took one of the flat-boats in tow. The rest of
the fleet followed his example, and about seven hundred
men were brought on board. The other half were either
shot, taken prisoners, or drowned. Ameng the killed
were Major-General Drury, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilkin-
son, and Sir John Armitage, a volunteer. Lord Frederick
Cavendish, Lieutenant-Colonels Pearson and.Eambert,
and sixteen officers of inferiour rank, were taken prisoners.
Four captains of men-of-war, * who went on shore in
order to expedite the embarkation of the troops, were also
obliged to surrender themselves to the enemy. Eight sea-
men were killed, and seventeen wounded.

This terrible disaster was very justly aseribed to a total
want of military knowledge, sagacity, and expetience in
the general, who imprudently gave ear to those about
him, who talked of marching through France with a
single company of British grenadiers. His marching, in

% Y2z, Rowley, Mapleson, Paston, and Elplinston,
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an enemy’s country, in a single column, was extremely
imprudent. Ihis beating the gencrale the morning of his
march fiom Mattingnon, was mexcusable; and hisdilatory
proceedings on the fatal day of embarkation, admit of no
apology. But, though our loss on this occasion was con-
siderable, the enemy had certainly no great cause of
triamph : they had defeated a rear-guard of fourteen hun-
dred men with an army of at least fifteen thousand, and
their loss in killed and wounded was much greater than
that of the Enghsh. # Ths check, however, was no proof
that the minister’s plan of operation was mmproper. His
design was fully answered, and was certainly attended with
salutary consequences. Commodore Howe returned to
Spithead, and the troops were disembarked.

We are now to recollect, that, after the reduction of
Senegal, an attempt was made upon the sland of Goree;
but without success, owing to the want of suflicient naval
force. The British minister, sensible that his conquest on
the coast of Africa was incomplete without the reduction
of this island, sent out a small squadron of four ships of
the line, two frigates, and two pomb-ketches, commanded
by Commodore Keppel, with six hundred land-forces under
Colonel Worge. This armament sailed from Cork on the
11th of November, and, after a tempestuous voyage,
anchored in the road of Goree, about a league from the
island, on the 24th of December. Goree is a barren island,
not a mile in length, situated near Cape Verde. The
Dutch took possession of it in the beginning of the last
century. The French took 1t in 1677, and since that
period it has remained in possession of their East India

* In the account of this affar published at Pans. by authonty.
they acknowledge four hundied men khilled and wounded, and make
the number of English pnsoners six hundied Now, as our eufire
loss was only seven hundied, the number of our hilled musi have
heen proportionably very small. The real number of our hilled and
wounded was apout two hundred. The Ficneh lost three tumes that
number,
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company. On the south-west side there was a smail
fort called St. Michael, and another, less considerable,
called St. Francis, near the opposite extremity. Besides
these forts, there were scveral slight batteries along the
shore, mounting in the whole a hundred cannon. The
garrison, commanded by Monsieur St. Jean, consisted of
three hundred regulars, and about the same number of
negro inhabitants.

On the 28th, in the morning, the tronps were ordered
inte the boats, ready for landing, if necessary; and, the
ships being properly stationed on the west side of the
island, a general cunnonading began, which was answered
by the enemy with great spirit, and with such success,
that above a hundred of the English were killed or
wounded. Nevertheless, the French garrison, though not
one of them was killed, were so terrified by the fire fiom

. the ships, that the governor was obliged to surrender at

discretion. A detachment of marines was landed to take
possession of the island, and the British flag was hoisted
on the castle of St. Michael.

Mr. Keppel, having taen his prisoners on board, and
left a sufficient garrison under the command of Major
Newton, touched at Senegal, and then returned to Eng-
land. But this expedition, though successful, was not
unaitended by misfortune. The Litchfield of fifty guns,
a transport, and a bomb-ketch, were on their outward
passage separated from the fleet, and wrecked on the
coast of Barbary, about nine leagues to the northward of
Saffy. A hundred and thirty people, among whom were
several officers, were drowned. Captain Barton, with
about two hundred and twenty, reached the inhospitable
shore. 'They suffered great hardships, and were enslaved
by the emperor of Moroeco, our worthy ally, who held

.them in captivity till they were ransomed by the king of

Great Britain. Such is the faith of barbarian princes!
Our naval exploits in the West Indies, in the course of
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this year, were not attended with any impertant conse-
quences There were peiformed, however, several gallant
actions, which ought not to pass unnoticed. Captain
Fonest of the Augusta, having sailed from Pori-Royal
in Jamaica, ciuised off Cape Iianeis, a harbour in the
island of St. Domingo; he was accompanied by the Cap-
tains Suckling and Langdon, commanding the Dread-
nought and Edmburgh. There lay at that time, at the
Cape, a French squadron of four ships of the line and
three stout frigates, which the French commodote, piqued
at seemng the coast msulted by Forrest’s httle squadron,
rewnforced with several store-ships, wlich he mounted
with cannon, and supplied with seamen from the mer-
chant-vessels, and with soldiers from the garrison. Thus
prepared, he weighed anchor, and stood out for sea.
When Forrest perceived the approach of the Fiench
ships, he called his two captamns. “ Gentlemen,” said ke,
% you know our own strength, and see that of the enemy.
¢ Shall we give them battle?” Being answered in the
affirmative, he bore down on the Fiench fleet, and between
three and four in the afternoon, came o action. The
French attacked with great impetuosity, and displayed
uncommon spuit m the sight of then own coast. But,
after an engagement of more than two houts, their com-
modore found his ship so much shattered, that he was
obliged to make a signal for his frigates to tow hum out of
the line. The rest of' the squadron {vllowed his example,
and availed themselves of the land breeze to escape in the
night from the three British ships, which were too much
damaged 1n then sails and rigging to pursue ther victory.

Captain Forres¢ signalized his comage n this engage-
ment; but he displayed equal courage, and still more
nncommon conduct and sagacity 1n a subsequent adventuze
near the western coast of Hispaniola. Having received
intelligence, that there was a considerable French fleet at
Port au Prince, a harbour on that coast, ready to sail for

YOL. V. by
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Lurope, he proceeded from Jamaica to cruise between
Ilispaniola and the hittle 1sland Goave. e disguised his
ship with tarpazhins, hoisted Dutch colours, and, in order
to avoid discovery, allowed several small vessels to pass,
without giving them chace. The second day after lus
arrival in those parts, he perceived a fleet of seven sail
steering to the westwaid. e kept from them to prevent
suspicion, but, at the approach of night, pursued them
with all the sail he could crowd. About ten 1n the evening
he came up with two vessels of the chace, one of which
fired a gun, and the other sheered off. The ship which
had fired no sooner discovered her enemy, than she sub-
mitted. Forrest manned her with thirty-five of his own
crew, and now perceiving eight sail to leeward, near the
harbour of Petit Goave, ordered them to stand for that
place, and to intercept any vessels that attempted to reach
it. ITe lumself, in the Augusta, sailed directly for the
French fleet, and, coming up with them by day-break,
engaged them all by turns as he could bring his guns to
bear. The Solide, the Theodore, and the Marguerite,
returned his fire; but, having soon struck their colours,
they were immediately secured, and then employed in
taking the other vessels, of which none had the fortune to
escape. The nine sail, which, by this well-conducted
stratagem, had fallen into the power of one ship, and that
even in the sight of their own harbours, were safely con-
ducted to Jamaica, where the sale of their rich cargoes
rewarded the merit of the captors.

While Forrest acquired wealth and glory by protecting
the trade of Jamaica, the vigilance of Captain Tyrrel
secured the English navigation to Antigua. 1n the month
of March, this enterprising and judicious commander de-
molished a fort on the island of Martinico, and destroyed
four privateers riding under its protection. In November
of the same year, he, in his own ship the Buckingham of
sixty-four guns, accompgnied by the Weazle sloop com-
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manded by Captain Boles, discovered, between the islands
of Guadaloupe and Montserrat, a fleet of ninetcen sail
under convoy of the Florissant, a French man-cf-war of
seventy-four guns, and two fiigates, of which the largest
carried thirty-eight, and the other twenty-six guns. Cap-
tain Tyrrel, regardless of the great inequality of force,
immediately gave chace in the Buckingham; and the
Weazle, running close to the enemy, received a whole
broadside from the Florissant. Though she sustained it
without considerable damage, Mr. Tyrrel ordered Captain
Boles to keep aloof, as his vessel eould not be supposed to
bear the shock of heavy metal ; and he alone prepared for
the engagement. The Florissant, mstead of lying to for
him up, made a runmng fight with her stern chace, while
the two frigates annoyed the Buckingham in her parsuit.
At length, however, she came within pistol-shot of the
Florissant, and poured mn a bioadside, which did great
execution. The salutation was returned with spirit, and
the battle became close and obstinate. Mr. Tyrrel, beirg
wounded, was obliged to leave the deck, and the command
devolved on the brave Mr. Marshall, his first Lieutenant,
who fell in the arms of victory. The second lieutenant
took the command, and finally silenced the enemy’s fire.
On board the Florissant one hundred and eighty men weie
slain, and three hundred wounded. She was so much
disabled in her hull, that she could hardly be kept afloat.

The largest frigate received equal damage The Buck- -

ingham had only seven men killed, and scventeen dan-
gerously wounded : she had suffered muich, however, in
her masts and rigging, wiich was the only circumstance
that prevented her from adding profit to glory, by miking
prizes of the French fleet under so powerful a convoy.

In the East Indies the French squadron was commanded
by Mr. d’Aché, and the English by Admiral Pocock, who
had succeeded Admiral Watson. The former was remn-
forced, by a considerable aimament under the command of

F 2
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General Lally, an adventurer of Irish extraction in the
French service. The English admiral was also remforced
on the 24th of March by {our ships of the line: and, being
soon after apprised of Lally’s arrnval, he hoisted his flag
on board the Yarmouth, a ship of sixiy-lour suns, and
sailed m quest of the ecnemy le made the peight of
Negapatam the 28th of March, and the day following
discovered the enemy’s fleet in the road of Fort 8t David.
It consisted of eight ships = of the line, and a frigate, which
immediately stood out to sea, and formed the line-of-battle.
Pocock’s squadron consisted only of seven ships;t with
which he formed the line, and, bearing down upon Mr,
d’Aché, began the engagement. The French commodore,
having sustained a warm action for about two hours, in
which one of his largest ships was disabled, sheered off
with his whole fleet. Being afterwards joined with two
more ships of war, he again formed the line-of-battle to
leeward. Admiral Pocock, though his own ship and
several others were considerably damaged, and, though
three of his captains { had mishehaved 1n the engagement,

#* TRENCH,

SHIPS, GUNS. SHIPS GUNS.
Zodiaque c..veoeene 74 Duke of Bomgogne .. 60
Bien Anue ....0v... T4 Condé ....vovevveeas 50
Vengeance ......... 64 RMotas covavesaarsess 50 °
St. Lours .......... 04 Sylphide ccvoaeeveces 36

Duke of Orleans .... 60
+ ENGLISIL

. SHIPS. GUNS. SHIPS, GUNS.
Cumbetland ........ 66 THLOX cevenrearanans 60
Yamouth «...cieae. G4 Newcastle sieacesess 50
Ehzabeth ......00,.. 64 Salishity sevevereseae 50

Weymouth ......... 60
; Captamn Breretou of the Cumberland was onc of the three who
misbehaved. God forbid that we should particulanise an individual
wrtl a view to isult his nusfortanes. A man may possess much
probity, great good sense, and mauy amzable qualities, without being
boin with that constitutional comage, or endowed with that accwmate
circumspection, wlieh gualifies lum for doing lis duty as a sca-
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prepared again for the attack. But the manceuvres of the
French {ice: scem to kave been intended merely to amuse
kim, fer they neither showed lights, nor gave any signal
in the night, and neat morming the smallest trace of them
could not be obzerved

Admiral Pocock made vauicus attempts to biing the
French squadron to a second engagement These, how-
ever, proved meffzcinal till the 34 of August, when he
perceived the enemy’s fleet, consisting of exght siups of the
line and a frigzate, standing to sca off the road of Pondi-
cherry hey would have glaliy eluded his pursmit, but
he obitained the weather gage, and sailed down upon them
in order of battle. As 1t was now mmpossible to escape
without coming to action, the French prepared for the
engag~ment, and fired on the Eizabeth, which happened
to be within mushet-shot of the shin m their van. But
this spirited attack was not seconded with equal perse-
verance. In hittle mere than ten mnutes after Admiral
Pocock had duisplayed the signal for battle, Mr d’Aché
set his fore-sail, and bore away, maintaining a runnmng
fight m a very uregular hine for nearly an hour. The
whole squadron 1mmediately followed his example; and
at two o'clock they cut away their boats, crowded sail, and
put before the wind. They escaped by favour of the
night nto the road of Pondicheriy . bat therr fleet was so
much damaged, that, i the beginning of September, thew
commodore sailed for the isle of isourbon in oider to
refit, thus leaving the English admiral, whose squadroa
had always been inferiour to that of the French 1 number
of ships and men as well as in weight of metal, sovereign
of the Indian seas.

officer. We name tins gentieman as an example, that the charueier
ot anaval commander, when once hurt by msconduct, s seldom to
be retuieved, and we would, if possible, persnade men m power of
the dangerous cousequences of again mirnsting, W ith an Lkonourable
employment, those who, on any former occasion, have shewed them-
selves undeserving of so important a charge.
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Having examined the naval successes of Great Britain
in the different quarters of the world, we shall, for the
reader’s satisfaction, exhibit in one view the consequences
of these glorious exploits. During the course of this year
the French lost sixteen men-of-war, ¥ while the English
lost no more than three:T the French lost forty-nine
privateers and armed merchantmen, carrying six hundred
and nineteen guns, and three thousand eight hundred and
twenty-four men. The diminution of their commerce,
and the dread of falling into the hands of the English, pre-
vented many of their trading vessels from venturing to
sea. Of these, however, they lost one hundred and four;
and not less than one hundred and seventy-six neutral
vessels, laden with the rich produce of the French colonies,
or with military and naval stores, to enable them to con-
tinue the war, rewarded the vigilance of the English
navy. The loss of ships, on the part of Great Britain,
amounted to three hundred and thirteen, a considerable
number, but consisting chiefly of empty transports, and
coasting or disarmed vessels, of little vaiue or importance.

The capture of so many of the enemy’s vessels, though
it added much wealth and glory to those concerned in
maritime affairs, was not the only, or even the principal
advantage which Great Britain derived from the spirited
efforts of her seamen. The conquests acquired to the
nation were still more important. Not to mention the
taking of Fort Du Quesne, on the river Ohio, a place of
the utmost consequence, on account both of its strength
and situation; the acquisition of the strong fortress of

* These were the Foudioyant of eighty guns; the sperance
of seventy-four, the Alcide, Lys, Oi1pheus, Raisonable, of sixty-four
each; the Arc en Ciel and Duc &’ Aquitaine of fifty guns cach; the
Aquilon of forty-eight, the Royal Chariot and Hermoine of thirty-
six cach; the Melampé, Emerald, and Nymph, of thirty-four; the
Brune of thirty; and the Galatea of thuty-two.

+ These were the Werwick of sixty guns ; the Greenwich, ifty, the
Winchelsea, twenty-four,
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Louisbourg, with the islands of Cape Breton and St.
John; the demolition of Frontenac, and the reduction of
Senegal, were events not more destructive to the com-
merce and colonzes of France, than advantageous to those
of Great Britamn* even the British expeditions to the
coast of France, though conducted with little prudence,
brought glory and renown to the invaders, and taught an
ambitious people, that, while they were intent on ravaging
the territory of their neighbows, their own domimons
were still within the reach of the British thunder.

The repeated triumphs of the year had inspired the
Englhish with a warlike enthusiasm: they discoursed
about nothing but new plans of conquest; and every
object appeared inconsiderable, compared with military
glory. Inthis disposition of the nation, the king assembled
the parhament the 23d day of November. The lord-
keeper, who harangued them in his name, the king bemg
indisposed, recapitulated the glorious events of the war,
and observed, that, as it was uncommonly extensive, it
must likewise be uncommonly burdensome ; but that no
higher supplies should be required, than such as were
adequate to the necessary services. The nation were not
at present of a temper to refuse any reasenable demand.
They voted, therefore, sixty thousand seamen, including
fourteen thousand eight hundred and forty-five marines,
for the service of the ensuing year; and they granted for
their maintenance the sum of three millions one hundred
and twenty thousand pounds. Besides this, two hundred
thousand pounds were voted toward the building and
repairing of ships of war. These sums together, how
enormous soever they may appear, amounted to little
more than was annually expended in subsidies to German
princes, and pay to German troops. Yet the former
rendored the English name illustrious in every quarter
of the globe, while the advantages of the latter still remain
undiscovered.
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The operations of the year 1759 began in the West
Indies. In the ead of the preceding year, a squadron of
nine ships of the lme, with one frigate and four bomb-
ketches, as well as sixty transports, containing six regi-
meunts of foot, commanded by Generel Hopson, sailed
thither, with orders to attack and reduce the French
Cariboee 1slands. The fleet was to be under the oiders of
Commodore Moore, who was already in those parts.
BMartinico, as the seat of government, and the centre of
commerce, 1s the most considerable of these islands.
The principal towns are St. Pierre and Port-Royal, places
strong by nature and art, and at that time defended by a
numerous and well-disciplined militia, as well as by a
considerable bedy of regular troops. Port Royal was the
first objeet of English ambition. 'The ships of war easily
drove the enemy fiom their batteries and entrenchments,
and the troops landed without neeting any considerable
opposition : but after they had effected their landing, they
found it impossible to convey the cannon to a sufficient
vicinity for attacking the town. General Hopson judged
the difficulties on the land side unsurmountable. Com-
modore Moore thought it impossible to land the cannon
nearer the town; and, in consequence of these opinions,
the forces weie re-embarked, in order to proceed to St.
Pierre. When they had arrived before that place, and
examined its situation, new difficulties arose, which acca~
sioned a council of war. The commodore had no doubt
of being able to reduce the town, but, as the troops had
suffered greatly by diseases, and the ships might be so
much disabled in the attack, as to prevent them from
availing themselves of their success, and from undertaking
any other expedition during that season, he advised, that
the armament should be brought before Guadaloupe, the
reduction of which would tend greatly to the benefit of
the English sugar islands. Guadaloupe falls little short
of Martinico in the quality and richness of its productions.
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it long continued, however, in a languishing condition,
the Freach having tieated Martinico with the predilection
of a partial motrer for a favourite child, to the great pre-
Judice of all her cther colonies. But the situation and
natural advantages of Guadaloupe abundantly justified
the opinion of Commodore Moore; and if our nunisters
had understood the value of such a conquest, this 1stand
might have sull continued a bright gem 1 the British

~

crown. The fleet arrived, o the 23d of January, before
the town of Basceterre, the capital of Gnadaloupe, a place
of consideirable extent, defended by a strong battery,
which, mn the opinion of the chief engineer, could not
be reduced by the shipping. But Commodore Moore
entertained very different sentiments, and biought his
ships to bear on the town and citadel. The Lyon, a ship
of sixty guns, commanded by Captain Trelawney, began
the engagement, against a battery of ninety guns- the rest
of the fleet took their stations a-breast of the other bat-
teites, and the action, 1n a hitle time, became general.
The commcdore, meanwhile, shifted his flag mto the
Woolwich fiigate, and kept aloof without gun-shot, that
he nught have a more distinct view of the state of the
battle, an expedient seldom practised, though the pro-
priety of 1t cannot admit of the smallest doubt. All the
sea commanders behaved with extraordinary spirit and
resolution 1n the attack; particulaily Captains Leslie,
Burnet, Gayton, Jekyl, Trelawney and Shuldkam. The
action had lasted fiom nine i the moining till five in the
afternoon, when the fire of the citadel was silenced. The
Burford and Berwick being driven to sea, Captain Shuld-
ham 1n the Panther, was unsuppoited, and two batteries
played on the Rippon, Captain Jekyl, who silenced one
of them, but could not prevent his vessel fiom runnmng
a-ground. The enemy, perceiving her disaster, assembled
on the hill, lined the trenches, and poured 1n a seveie fire
of musquetry : they afterwards brought an eighteen pounder
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to bear, and, for twe hours, raked her fore and aft with
great effect; a box, containing nine hundred cartridges,
blew up on the poop, and set the ship on fire. The cap-
tain hoisted a signal of distress, which brought Captan
Leslie, mn the Bristol, who ran in between the Rippon
and the battery, and engaged with such impetucsity, as
saved Captain Jekyl from destructicn, which otherwise
was unavoidable. Atseven in the evening, the large ships
having silenced the batteries to which they were opposed,
the four bombs began to play on the town, with shells and
carcasses. In a short time the houses were in flames, the
magazines of gunpowder blew up with a terrible explosion,
and the sugar, rum, and other combustible materials com-
posing a continued and permanent line of fire, formed a
suitable back ground to this terrible picture.
Notwithstanding the vivacity of the engagement, the
loss, on the part of the British, was not very considerable.
Next day our fleet came to anchor in the road, off Basse-
terre, having intercepted several ships, which had turned
out and endeavoured to escape. They found the hulls of
several more vessels, whieh the enemy had set on fire, to
prevent them from falling into their hands. The troops
landed in the afternoon, without opposition, took pessess
sion of the town and citadel, and displayed the British
colours on the walls. The country, however, was still
far from being reduced; it abounded in mountains and
narrow defiles, of difficult and dangerous access; and
although the governor, Monsieur D’Etreuil, possessed
neither bravery nor conduct, the inhabitants of Guada-
loupe were determined to defend their possessions to the
last extremities. It is foreign from our design to enter
into any detail of the operations by land, which were
drawn out to an extraordinary length. The French were
too prudent to hazard a general engagement with regula
troops ; they determined to weary them out, if possible,
by maintaining a kind of petty war, in detached parties,
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in which the British were harassed by hard duty, and suf-
fered greatly by diseases i an unhealthy climate, 11l sup-
plied with those conveniencies to which they were accus-
tomed. In this manner the war continued from the 24th
of January till the Ist of May, when the mhabitants of
Guadaloupe thought proper to capitulate. Therr example
was followed, a few days afterwards, by those of Desirade,
Santos, and Petit-terre, three small 1slands in that neigh-
bourhood ; and, on the 26th of May, the island of Marze-
Galante likewise surrendered, which left the French no
footing m the Leeward Islands.

These conquests being happily fimshed, part of the
troops were sent in the transports to England. They
sailed on the 3d of July from the harbour of Basseterre ;
and next day Commodore Moore’s squadron was joined by
two ships of the line, which rendered him greatly supe-
riour to Mr. de Bompart, the French commodere, who lay
in the harbour of Martimco. At this time Vice-admiral
Cotes commanded 1n the Jamaica station ; but neither he
nor Moore could bring Mr. de Bompart to an engage-
ment, so that the naval transactions in the West Indies,
during the remainder of the year, consisted solely in the
taking of several rich prizes and armed ships of the
enemy, by cruisers detached from the English squadrons.

The reduction of Guadaloupe, and the neighbouring
islands, afforded an auspicious omen for the success of the
British operations in North America These were carried
on in the year 1759, on the most extensive scale. The
splendour of military triumph, and the display of extra-
ordinary genius in the art of war, eclipsed, 1 some mea-
sure, the glory of the navy. But if we consider the
conduct of the war with attention, we shall find, that owr
admirals had a principal share m the happy consequences
which resulted even from our military expeditions. The
hearty and powerful co-operation of the navy facilitated
every enterprise; but the nation, fond of novelty, and
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transported with their successes by land, to which they
were less accustomed, conferved the most exalted honouss
on their generals, while they hardly bestowed due praise
on thewr naval commanders. .About the middle of Fe-
bruary, a squadron of twenty-one sail * of the lice sailed
from Englaud, under the command of the Admnals Saun-
ders and Holmes, two gentlemen of approved honour
and bravery By the 2ist of April they were m sight of
Louibourg . but, the harbour being blocked up with ice,
they were obliged to bear away for Halifax. From hence
they detached Rear-admiral Durel, with a small squa-
dron, to the isle of Courdres, in the river St. Lawrence,
in hopes that he might intercept a fleet of French trans-
portsand victuallers destined for Quebec. He accordingly
took twa store-ships; but, before he reached his station,
seventeen sail of transports had already got to the ca-
pital of Canada. Meanwhile A lmir«l Saunders arrived
at Louisbourg, and took on board eight thousand troeps,
under the command of General Wolfe, whose name i» so
lustrious in the memoirs of the present year. With this
armament it was intended, that the general should pro-
ceed up the river St. Lawrence, and undertake the siege
of Quebec. The reduction of this wealthy and populous
city, which gave an opening to the possession of all Canada,
was the object to which all the other operations of the
English in North America were subservient, and which

* sSHIPS, GUNS, SHIPS, GUNS.
The Neptune ...... 90 The Alvide ,....... 64
Royal Wilham ..... 80 Devonshire +....... 64
Princess Amela .,.. 80 Captain ve.eineeess 64
Dublin vovvvuiiven.. 74 Stulmg Castle ..... 64
Shrewsbury ....v... 74 Prince of Orange ... 60
Northumberland .... 70 Medway coeracanass 60
Oxford cecevvur oot 70 Pembroke ..cce.v.. 60
Somerset cvveeseies 70 Bedford vie0eeees. 60
Vanguaid .....o00.e 70 Centurionl ......... 54
Ternble ..covviees. 64 Sutherland soe00000 56

Trident cersnveveres G4
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they were designed to asust  For this purpose General
Ambherst, who commanded an army of regulais and pro-
vinctals, amounting to twelve thousand men, was ordered
to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point, eross the lake
Champlain, and proceed along the river Richelien, to the
banks of the St. Lavrence, to effect a junction with the
armament under Wolfe and Saunders. For the same pur-
pose, General Prideaux, who commanded the provincals
of New York, with a large body of the Indians of the
five nations, collected by the iufluence of Sir Witham
Johnson, was compussioned to mvest the French fort
erected near the fall of Niagara, and, having seized that
important pass, to embark on the lake Ontano, fall down
the river St. Lawrence, and co-operate with the united
armies. This scheme, however, was too refined and com-
plicated to be put in execution. The operations began by
the taking of Crown Point and Ticonderoga , the English
standard was also displayed at Niagara. But these events
were not of the smallest importance n effecting the con-
quest of Quebec, nor did the troops ergaged in them
afford any assistance to the northern armament. Ths, of
itself, under such commanders as Wolfe and Saunders,
seconded by the happy star of Britain, which every where
pievailed in the present year, was sufficient to perform far
more than had been expected, and to overcome obstacles
of art and nature, that, at first sight, appeared nsur-
mountable.

Admural Saunders arrived the latter end of June, with
his whole embarkation, at the isle of Orleans, a few
leagues from Quebec. As he had discovered some excel-
lent charts of the river St. Lawrence, in vessels taken
from the enemy, he experienced none of those difficulties
with which the navigation of this immense stream is said
to be attended. The island of Orleans extends quite up
to the bason of Quebec, and its most westerly point
advances to a high promontory on the contment, called
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Pomnt Levi. Both these were at present occupied by the
French, but not with such powerful guards as their im-
portance required. The first operation of General Wolfe’s
troops was to dislodge the enemy, and to secure these
posts, without the command of which the fleet could not-
have lain in safety in the harbour of Quebec. ‘I'his city
now appeared full to view, at once a tempting and dis-
couraging sight ; no place is more favoured by nature, and
there is none of which nature seems more to have con-
sulted the defence; it consists of an upper and lower town,
the former built on a lofty rock, which runs with a bold
and steep front along the western banks of the river St.
Lawrence ; at the termination of this ridge, the river St.
Charles, from the north-west, and the St. Lawrence join
their waves, which rendeis the ground on which Quebec
stands a sort of peninsula. On the side of St. Lawrence
is a bank of sand, which prevents the approach of large
vessels to the town ; an enemy, therefore, who attacks it,
must either traverse the precipice which 1 have men-
tioned, or cross the river St. Charles. If he attempt the
former, he must overcome a dangerous rock, defended by
the whole force of the besieged, which the importance of
the post would draw thither. The difficulty of approaching
the place, by Charles River, 1s not less considerable, as
all the country to the northward, for more than five miles,
is rough, broken and unequal, full of rivulets and gullies,
and so continues to the river of Montmorenci, which flows
by the foot of a steep and woody hill. Between the two
rivers the French army was postediitheir camp strongly
fortified, and their forces, amounting to twelve thousand
men, commanded by Mr. Montcalm, a general of tried
bravety and conduct. General Wolfe, having seized the
west Point of the isle of Orleans, and that of Levi, erected
batteries on the high grounds, which fired continually on
the town. Admiral Saunders was stationed in the north
channel of the isle of Orleans, opposite the Falls of
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Montmorenci, while Admi:al Holmes proceeded up the
river St Lawrence, beyond Quebec, which not only di-
verted the enemy’s attention from the quarter on which
the attack was intended, but prevented thewr attempts
agamnst the batteries aheady erected by the Lnglish. But,
notwithstanding this advantageous position, to undertake
the siege of a aity skilfully {ortafied, well supplied with
ptovisions and ammunition, and defended by an army far
superiour to that of the Lesiegers, was a design so bold
and adventurous, that even the sanguine temper of Ge-
neral Wolfe began to despair of its success ; yet, whatever
it was possible to perform, he was detetmined to attempt.
He caused the troops, therefore, to be transported over
the north channel of the river 8t Lawrence to the north-
east of Montmorenci, with a view, after he had crossed
the latter, of moving towards the enemy’s flanks, and
enticing them to an engagement. But his endeavours m
this way proved ineffectual, Mr. Montcalm having chosen
his situation with too much judgment to abandon it 1m-
prudently. Meanwhile the fleet had been exposed to the
most imminent danger. A violent storm had caused se-
veral transports to run foul of each other, many boats
foundered, and some large ships lost their anchors. The
enemy, taking advantage of the confusion produced by
this disaster, sent down seven fire-ships from Quebec at
midnight, which must have been attended with the most
fatal consequences to the whole expedition, had not the
English sailors resolutely boarded these instruments of
destruction, run them fast a-ground, and pievented them
from doing the smallest damage to the British squadion.
The general, despairing of being able to decoy the
enemy to an engagement, and sensible that the approach
of winter would put an end to all mulitary operations m
that northern climate, came at last to the resolution of
forcing the French intrenchments. The best dispositions
were made for this purpose both by sea and land; but the
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design was disappointed by an accident which could neither
be foreseen nor preveated, the English grenadiers, vho
led the attack, had ordeis to form themselyves o the beach;
but, mstead of attending to this necessary mjroction, they
rushed with an impetuous ardour toward the enemy’s m-
tienchments in the most tumultvous confusion; taey were
met by a violent and steady fire, which prevented them
from being able to form, and ebliged them to take shelter
behind a redoubt, which the French had abandoned on
their approach. 'There they were forced to contmue till
might came on, when it was necessary to make a retreat,
which could not be effected without considerable loss.
This check is said to have had a strong effect on the
mind and health of General Wolfe, who saw all hic own
measures miscarry, while these of other commanders mn
North America, during the same year, had been attended
with extraordinary success. About this time he sent home
a letter, couched in terms of despondency, but which dis-
played a spirit that would continue the campaign to the
fast possible moment. As it seemed necessary tv abandon
all farther prospects of gaining any advantage on the side
of Montmorenci, Admiral Holimes’s equadron, which had
returned to assist in the late unsuccessful attack, was again
ordered to move up the 1iver for several days successively.
This had a better effect than before ; for, though Montcalm
kept hus situation, he detached Mr. de Bougainville with
fifteen hundred men to watch the motions of the English
admiral. Admiral Saunders, who still-remained m his
first position, was ordered to make a feint with every
appearance of reality, as if the troops had intended to
land below the town, and attack the French intrench-
ments on the Beauport shore. While the enemy were
amused by these movements, the general emba-ied his
troops on board the transports, the 12th of July, at one
in the morning, and proceeded three leagues {arther up
the river than the intended place of landing ; then he put
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¢hem into boats, and fell down silently with the tide, un-
observed by the Fiench sentinels posted along the shore
the ships of war followed them, and, by a well conducted
navigation, arrived exactly at the time concerted, to cover
therr landing. When they were put on shore, a hill
appéared before them extremely high and steep, having a
Iittle winding path, so narrow that two men could not go
abreast, and even this stiongly intrenched and defended
by a captain’s guard. This small body was speedily dis-
lodged by the English hght infantry; after which the
whole army ascended the hll, and at day-break appeared
regularly formed 1n order of battle.

Montcalm could harldly believe the advices that were
brought him, so impregnable did he imagine the city to
be on this side; but his own observation soon convinced
him of the English movements, and that the high town
might be attacked by their army, while the low town
might be destroyed by their fleet. It was thus become
necessary, notwithstanding all his disinchination to such a
measure, to decide the fate of Quebec by the event of
a battle; accordingly he quitted Beauport, passed the
river St Charles, and formed his troops opposite to the
English aimy. T'he success of this engagement, con-
ducted with the most deiiberate wisdom, united with the
most heroic bravery, put Great Britain 1 possession of the
capital of French America. It is foreign from my design
to deseribe the judicious disposition, animated behaviour,
and steady persevering courage of the British tioops;
these were the immediate cause of the reduction of
Quebec; but the matter could not have been brought to
this issue, had not the marine co-operated with an una-
nimity, ardour, and perseverance, that can never be
enough celebiated When the English entered the place,
they found the fortifications m tolerable order, but the
houses almost totally demolished. Five thousand men
were left to defend the garrison, and the remainder re-
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turned to England with the fleet, which sailed soow,
fest it should be locked up by the fiost in the rver St
Lawrence.

If we turn our attention to the affairs of the East
Indies, we shall find the British arms equally triumphant.
The French were unsuccessful in all their attempts by
land, particularly in the siege of Madras; they had still,
however, a considerable superiority of land forces in
India, and they had strained every nerve to enable the
fleet under Mr. d’Aché to cope with that of Admiral
Pocock. The former was augmented to eleven ™ sail of
the line, besides frigates and store-ships, an armament
hitherto unknown in the Indian seas. The Enghish com-
mander no sconer had intelligence of their arrival in
those parts, than he sailed to the coast of Coromandel,
and determined, by the most unremitted exertions of
vigilance, to pursue, and give them battle. This reso-
lution shews the ardour and spint of the English navy at
this period, as their enemies had a superiority of one
hundred and ninety-two guns, two thousand three hun-
dred and sixty-five men, besides a great advantage in the
size of their ships.+ In the morning of the 2d of Sep-
tember, the French fleet were descried from the mast-
head ; Admiral Pocock immediately threw out the signal

#* These were i~

SHIPS. GUNS, MEN,
The Zod1agie cescearsccessssns 74 sieeeo 660
MENALAUL evvavcsoorrecosoarsons (4 secnse 660
The Count 0f Provence .oeeavesss (4 sossee 660
The Centalil ,oveseesccasseersee 70 eaoee 660
The ACLIVE cvveesrroasreassiosss 0& covoee 606
The THUstEe vevveososcneassrnses 04 apoae. 600
The FOItULE eeseescacssascosns Ok aaneee 600
The AVENZCE cvsasassscossosers 0% suvoes 500
The Duke of Orlcans ., eeaveervee 60 seveen 500
The St. Lovis ..veeiiecncvesenes 60 se0es. 500
The Duke of Bourgogne ....sese 60 coveus 500
+ See a hist of the English vessels, p. 68
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for a general chace; buf, the wind abating, he could not
approach near enough to eugage, though he crowded all
the sail he could carry : during several days his endeavours
to biing the French fleet to an engagement, which they
always declined, were equally fruitless. At length they
totally disappeared, and the admiral stood for Pondi-
cherry, on a supposition that they intended to suil thither.
His conjecture was well founded; for on the Sth day of
September he observed them standing to the southward,
and on the 10th, about two 1n the afternoon, Mr. de Aché,
seeing no possibility to escape, made the signal for battle.
The cannonading began without farther delay, and both
squadrons engaged with equal impetuosity; but the
French directing their cannon at the masts and 1igging,
while the English fired only at the hulls of the ships, the
former sustained such a loss of men, and found their
vessels in so shattered a condition that they were glad to
sheer off, with all théir canvas set. The loss on the side
of the English was not inconsiderable, there being in
the whole five hundred and sixty-nine men killed and
wounded; but that on the side of the French must have
been far greater, as their ships could hardiy keep ilie sea,
and they were obliged to make the best of theiwr way to
the island of Mauntius, 1n order to be refitted. Soon
after this engagement Admiral Cornish arrived from Eng-
land with four ships of the line, and confirmed the domi-
nion of the English over the Indian seas.

The French, being equally unsuccessful in Asia, Africa,
and America, sought in vain to repair their misfortunes ;
no sooner was a fleet put to sea than it was either taken
or destroyed ; they were active to no purpose ; for, while
they built and armed vessels with the greatest speed and
diligence, they only laboured for the English, whose fleet
was continually augmented by captures from the enemy.
But neither the loss of theiwr possessions, nor the destruc-
tion of their fleets, nor the complaints of twenty millions
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of people exhausted by oppression, could check the fatal
ambition of the French court. The ministry seemed to
derive courage from despair, and the greater misfortunes
they sustained, the more daiing were the projects which
they had in agitation. All their ports were now filled
with preparations for an invasion of Great Britain. Men-
of-war, transports, and flat-bottomed boats were got ready
with the utmost diligence; they talked of a tiiple em-
barkation. Mr. Thurot, who, fiom bemng captain of a
merchant vessel, had successively become a commander of
a privateer, and now a commodore in the French service,
commanded a squadron of men-of-war and several trans-
ports at Dunkirk, which, it was believed, were intended
against Scotland. The design against England was to be
carried on from Havre de Grace and some other ports of
Normandy, where a great number of flat-bottomed boats
had been prepared for the purpose of transporting troops.
The third embarkation, destined against Ireland, was to
be made at Vannes in the Lower Brittany. The land
forces were commanded by the Duc d'Aguillon, while a
powerful squadron under Mr. de Conflans was to cover
and secure their landing. In order to counteract these
machinations, the English ministry ordered a squadron
under Commodore Boyce to be stationed before Dunkirk ;
Admiral Hawke was sent with a large fleet to block up
the harbour of Brest, while a smaller fleet kept a watch
upon that of Vannes. As to Havre, from which the
danger seemed most imminent, Rear-admiral Rodney was
despatched, with orders immediately to proceed to the
bombardment of that place. He accordingly anchered in
the road of Havre in the beginning of July, and made a
disposition to execute his instructions. The bomb-ketches
were placed in the narrow channel of the river leading
to Honfluer; and, having begun the bombardment, con-
tinued to throw their shells for above two days without
intermission. The town was set on fire in several places,
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the boats overset or reduced to ashes, and, at the expense
of one thousand mine hundred shells and one thousand
one hundred carcasses, the French prepaiations at Havre
were totally destroyed.

While the danger threatening England from the northern
coast of France was thus happily removed, the honour of
the British flag was effectually maintained by the gallant
Admiral Boscawen, who commanded in the Mediterra-
nean. The French had assembled there a considerable
armament * under the command of Mr. de la Clue, which
some believed to be destined for America, while others
conjectured, that 1t was designed to reinfoice the squadron
at Brest, and to co-operate with it in the intended descent
on the English coast. At present Mr. de la Clue con-
tinued to lay in the harbour of Toulon, before which
Admiral Boscawen took his station with fourteen ships of
the line, + besides frigates and fire-ships.

Boscawen, having in vain displayed the British flag in
sight of Toulon, and tried every other art to bring the
enemy to an engagement, ordered three ships of the line,

* Tt consisted of the following ships .=
SHIPS, GUNS. SHIPS. GUNS.
L’Ocean ..ovvaes 80 Le Lion coevaees 64
Le Redoubtable .. 74 Le Titon ....... 64
Le Centaur ...... 74 LeFe .. .. ... 50
Le Souveramn ..., 74 L'Onflemme ..... 50
Le Temerawre ... 74 Le Chamere ...... 26
Le Guerrier , «.... 6% La Minerve .oov.. 24
Le Fantasque ... 64 La Gracieuse .o.. 24
Le Modesta ..... 64
4+ These were i
SHIPS, GUNS, SHIPS, CUNS.

The Namur ..,v.. 90
Prmee cceveeesnss 90
Newark .ceeoorosr 80
Culloden ,.ee0eeae 74
Warspight .oveeee. 74
Congueror .veeees, 74
Swiftsure cveaeeoe 70

The Intrepid ... 6%
Edgar ..v00en.. 64
ADICHCA viiaes 64
St Alban’s .,.... 60
Jersey ias o oo 60
Poitland .,.,.... 60
GRETUSEY svnaens 5O
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commanded by the Captains Smith, Barker, and Harlanu,
to advance and burn two French vessels Iying close to the
mouth of the harbour. They prepared for executing their
orders with the utmost alacrity, but met with a warm re-
ception from several batteries, which had not been before
perceived ; and, the wind unfortunately subsiding mto a
calm, they sustamed such considerabie damage as made it
convenient for the English adiniral to put into Gibraltar
to refit his shattered ships. Mr. de la Clue seized this
opportunity of sailing, in hopes of passing the Gut of
Gibraltar unmolested during the absence of the English
fleet. But Boscawen had previously detached two frigates,
one of which cruised off Malaga, and the other hovered
between Estepona and the fortress of Ceuta, in order to
observe the motions of the enemy. On the 17th day of
August the Gibraltar frigate made the signal at the mast-
head for the enemy being in sight; upon which the Eng-
lish admiral without delay hove up his anchors, and put to
sea. At day-light he descried seven large ships, part of
Mr. de la Clue’s squadron, from which five ships of the
line and three frigates had been separated in the night.
Having made the signal to chace, and engage m line-of-
battle a-head, his foremost ships came up with the rear of
the enemy about half after two. The admiral himself did
not wait to return the fire of the sternmost, but employed
every effort to come up with the Ocean, which Mr. de la
Clue commanded in person ; and about four o’clock he ran
athwart her hawse, and poured into her a furious broad-
side, which was returned with equal vivacity. This dis-
pute, however, was not of long continuance; for the
French admiral being wounded in the engagement, and
the next in command perceiving that Boscawen’s vessel
had lost her mizen-mast and top-sail-yards, went off with
all the sail he could carry. Mr. Boscawen shifted his flag
from the Namur to the Newark, and joined some other
ships in attacking the Centaur, which was obliged to
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strihe. The pursuit continued all night, and Mr. de Ia
Clue, finding himself at day-break on the coast of Por-
tugal, determined rather to burn his ships than allow
them to fall into the hands of the victors. When he
reached the Portuguese shore, he put his ship under the
protection of the Fort Almadana, to which the English
paid no regard. He himself landed with part of his men;
but the count de Carne, who succeeded to the command of
the Ocean, having received a broadside from the America,
struck his colours, and the English took possession of this
noble piize, deemed the best ship in the French navy.
Meanwhile Captain Bentley brought off the Temeraire,
Iittle damaged, and having on board all her officers and
men; while Rear-admiral Broderic burnt the Redoubt-
able, and took the Modeste. The scattered remains of
the French fleet got with difficulty into the harbour of
Cadiz, where they were soon after blocked up. Nothing
was wanting to complete the glory of this victory; for it
was obtained with the loss of only fifty-six men killed,
and one hundred and mnety-six wounded, and not one
officer lost in the action.

After the memorable naval engagement off Cape Lagos,
the French met with a disaster by land equally calamitous.
The impoifant battle of Minden deprived them of all
hopes of again getting possession of Hanover, or of
putting theiwr affarrs m such a situation in Germany as
might afford them the prospect of any other than an igno-
minious peace. They were under the unhappy necessity,
therefore, of trymng a last effort on an element which had
hitherto been extremely unpropitious to all their designs.
Their sole hopes now centered i their fleets at Brest and
Dunkirk, of which the former was blocked up by Admaral
Hawke, and the latter by Commodore Boyce. They stll
expected, however, that the winter storms would compel
the English fleets to take refuge in their own harbours,
and thus afford them an opportunity to cross the sea un-



73

»

NAVAL HISTORY

opposed, and to execute the object of their destination
against the British coasts. In this expectation they were
not wholly disappointed : on the 12th of October, a violent
gale of wind, which gathered into an 1rresistible storm,
drove the English squadrons off the I'iench coast. Thurot,
a French adventurer, availed himself of this accident to
obtain his release frem Dunkirk, without being discovered
by Commodoire Boyce, who, upon the first information of
lus departure, sailed immediately in pursuit of him : but
Thurot had the good fortune or dexterity to elude his
vigilance, by entering the port of Gottenburg in Sweden,
where he was laid up till after Christmas by the severity
of the weather, and want of necessaries to enable his ships
and men to keep the seas.

Admiral Hawke’s squadron had taken refuge, during
the violence of the storm, in the harbour of Torbay.
When its fury began to subside, the French admiral
Conflans, perceiving no enemy on the coast, immediately
put to sea. But the same day that he sailed from Brest,
the English admiral sailed from Torbay. The two
squadrons* were the most powerful of any employed 1n

* ENGLISII FLEET. SHIPS, GUNS.  MIN.

SHIPS, GUNS, MIN, | Revenge sveeee. 64 ..., 480
Ronyal George .. 100 .... 880 EsSEX tsevnnene 64 ..., 480
Tnion eeveveee. 90 ... 770 Kingston ...... 60 .... 100
Duke ccivenene. 90 .... 750 Intrepid ....... 60 .... 420
Naml.eveeess 90 o.00 780 Montague..aass 60 ..., 420
Mars cossesnces T4 aeuas 600 Dunkirk ...eve. 60 ..., 420
Warspight ..... 74 ..., 600 Defiance .ovvees 60 ..., 420
HerculeS vovases 74 <vue 600
To1hay.cevasevar T4 ouou 700 FRENCH FLEET.
Magnamume, ... 74 ..as 700 Le Soleil Royal 80 .... 1200
Resolution ..... 74 .... 600 Le Tonnant.,. 80 .... 1000
Hero vvieereies 74 40vs 600 Le Formudable 80 ..., 1000
Swiftsure .....0 70 ..., 520 L’Ouent...... 80 .... 1000
Dmsetshire ..., 70 ... 520 L’Intrepidide,. 74 .... 815
Bwford.seseaes 70 ouoe 520 Le Gloneux... 74 .... 815
Chichester ..... 70 «4ss 520 Le Thesée vu0 T4 oe.. 815

Temple voveenes 70 2uus 520 L'Horos coveve 74 40us 813
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the course of the war, and worthy to be entrusted with
the fate of the two leading kingdoms in Europe. Their
forces were nearly equal, the English bemg; by some
vessels, more numerous, but having no superiority in
number of men, or weight of metal. ’

Sir Edward Hawke directed his course for Quiberon
bay on the coast of Bretagne, which he conjectured would
be the rendezvous of the French squadron. But here for-
tune opposed his well-concerted measures; for a strong
gale sprung up 1n an easterly point, and drove the Eng-
lish fleet a great way to the westward : at length, how-
ever, the weather became more favourable, and carried”
them 1n directly to the shore. The Maidstone and
Coventry frigates, which had orders to keep a-head of the
squadron, discovered the enemy’s fleet 1n the morning of
the 20th of November. They were bearing to the north-
ward between the 1sland of Belleisle and the main land
of France. Sir Edwaid Hawke threw out a signal for
seven of his ships, that were nearest, to chace, mn order
to detain the French fleet until they themselves could be
reinforced with the rest of the squadron, which were
ordered to form mto a line of battle a-head, as they
chaced, that no time might be lost in the purswmit. These
manceuvres indicated the utmost resolution and intrepidity;
for at this time the waves rolled mountamns high, the
weather giew more and more tempestuous, and the sea,
on this treacherous coast, was wndented with sand and

SHIPS. GLNS  MLYX SHIPS GUNS, MW,
Le Robuste .ovs 74 ..., 815 Lo Sphmx ... 64 ...0 750
Le Magmfique.. 74 ,... 815 Le Sclitawe ..., 64 ,... 750
Le Juste cvvvvv. 70 .... 800 Le Bnilhant ..., 64 ... 750
Le Superbe ... 70 .... 800 L'Evellle ,..... 64 . .. 750
Le Dauphin,,.. 70 .... 800 Le Bizarre .. 64 ..., 730
Le Dragon. ... 64 .... 750 L'Ivfleuble.... 61 ... 750

Le Northumb. .. 64 .... 750

The Fiench had five fugates, and ten jomed Hawhe between
Ushant and Belleisle.
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shoals. shallows and rocks, as unknown to the Englisi;
pilots as they were familiar to those of the enemy. But
Sir Edward Hawke, animated by the innate fortitude of
his own heart and the warm love of his country, disre-
garded every danger and obstacle that stood in the way of
his obtaining the important stake which now depended.
Mvr. de Conflans might have hazarded a fair battle on the
open sea without the imputation of temerity; but he
thought proper to attempt a more artful game, which,
however, he did not play with the address which his
situation required. As he was unwilling to risk a fair
engagement, he could have no other view but to draw the
English squadron among the rocks and shoals, that, ata
proper time, he might take adsantage of any disaster that
befel them : but, fluctnating between a resolutton to fight
and an inclination to fly, he allowed the British ships to
come up with him, and then crowded his sail when it was
too late to escape. At half an hour after two the van of
the English fleet began the engagement with the rear of
the enemy. The Formidable commanded hy the French
rear-admiral Mr. du Verger, behaved with uncommon
resolution, and returned many broadsides poured into her
by the English ships as they passed to bear down on the
van of the French. Sir Edward Hawke reserved his fire,
and ordered his master to carry him alongside of the French
admital. The pilot observed, that he could net obey his
orders without the most imminent risk of running upon a
shoal : the brave admiral replied, ¢ You have done your
‘ duty in pointing out the danger; you now are to obey
“ my commands, and lay me alongside the Solell Royal.”
While the pilot was preparing to gratify his desire, the
Theste, a French ship of seventy guns, generonsly inter-
posed itself between the two admirals, and received the
fire which Hawke had destined for a greater occasion.
In returning this fire, the Thesé¢e foundered in conse-
quence of a high sea that entered her lower-deck ports:
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the Superbe shared the same fate- the Heros struck her
colours, and the Formidable did the same about forr
the afterncon. Darkness coming on, the enewry fled
toward their own coast. Seven ships of the lme hove
their guns oveiboard, and took refuge in the river Vii-
laine : about as many moie, in a most shattered and
miserable condition, escaped to other ports The wind
blowing with redoubled violence on a lee shore, Sir
Edwaird made the signal for anchoring to the westward of
the small 1sland Dumet, where he continued all mght m
a very dangerous 11ding, continually alaimed by hearing
guns of distress. When moining appeared, he found the
French admiral had run his ship on shore, where she was
soon after set on fire by her own men Thus concluded
this memorable action, i which the English sastained
Iittle loss but what was occasioned by the weather. The
Essex and Resolution unfortunately 1an on a sand-bank
called Lefour, where they were irrecoverably lost, in
spite of all the assistance that could be given, but most
of therr men and some pait of thewr stores were saved.
In the whole fleet no more than one lieutenant and thirty-
nine seamen and marimnes were killed, and two hundred
and two wounded. The loss of the French in men must
have been prodigious. All the officers on board the For»
midable were killed before she struck They had, besides,
four of the best ships in thes navy destioyed, one taken,
and the whole of their formidable aimament, the last
hope of the French marine, shattered, disarmed, and
distressed.

It would be unjust to pass over a circumstance which
characterises the spirit that distingmshed the Enghsh
navy at this happy period. Admrral Saunders happened
to arrive from his glorious Quebec expedition a little
after Hawke had sailed. Notwithetanding the length of
the voyage, and the severity of the duty in which he had
been so long employed, he lost not a moment in setting

Rel
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sail, with a view to partake the danger and honour of the
approaching engagement. Fortune did not favour the
generosity of his intentions. He was too late to give
assistance ; but such a resolution was alone equal to a
victory.

Under such commanders it was impossible that the
English should not maintain the ascendant over their
enemies. Accordingly, in the words of a celebrated
writer, who ought not on this subject to be suspected of
partiality, ¢ the English had never such a superiority at
“ sea as at this time.” ¢ But,” continues he, ¢ they at
¢ all times had the advantage over the French. The
“ naval force of France they destroyed in the war of
€ 1741; they humbled that of Lewis XIV. in the war
¢ of the Spanish succession ; they triumphed at sea in the
“ reigns of Louis XIII. and Henry IV. and still more in
% the unhappy times of the league. Henry VIIL. of
“ England had the same advantage over Francis I. If
“ we examine 1nto past times, we shall find, that the
¢ fleets of Charles VI. and Philip de Valois could not
“ withstand those of the kings Henry V. and Edward I1I.
¢ of England. What can be the reason of this continual
¢ superiority ? Is it not that the sea, which the French
¢ can live well enough without, is essentially necessary
¢ to the English, and that nations always succeed best in
¢ those things for which they have an absolute occasion 2
“ Is it not also because the capital of England is a sea-
¢ port, and that Paris knows only the boats of the Seine ?
# Is it that the English climate produces men of a more
“ steady resolution, and of a more vigorous constitution,
¢ than that of France, as it produces the best horses and
¢ dogs for hunting ?” Fearful lest he had gone too far in
suggesting a reason which is doubtless the true one, he
returns to his natural scepticism, and concludes in a flat-
tering strain; “ but from Bayonne even to the coasts of
 Picardy and Flanders, France has men of an inde-
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# fatigable labour; and Normandy alone formerly sub-
¥ dued England.” *

The events above related compose the principal opera-
tions of the British navy during the present year. DBut
besides the actions of whole squadrons, there were a great
many captures made by single ships, attended with cir-
cumstances lughly honourable and advantageous. The

. Favourite of twenty guns, commanded by Captain Ed-
wards, carried into Gibraltar a French ship of twenty-
four guns, laden with the rich productions of St. Domingo,
valued at foity thousand pounds. A French privateer
belonging to Granville, having on board two hundred
men, and mounted with twenty cannon, was taken by the
Montague, Captain Parker, who soon after made prize of
a smaller vessel from Dunkirk, mounted with eight guns,
and having on board sixty men. About the same period,
that is in the month of February, Captain Graves of the
Unicorn, brought in the Moras privateer of St. Malo,
carrying two hundred men and two and twenty guns.
The Vestal Captain Hood, belonging to Admiral Holmes’s
squadron in the West Indies, engaged a French frigate
called the Bellona, greatly superiour to the Vestal in men
and weight of metal, and, after an obstinate engagement,
which lasted above two hours, took her, and brought her
safely into port. The English frigates the Southampton
and Melampe, commanded by the Captains Gilchrist and
Hotham, descried in the evening of the 28th of March,
as they were cruising to the northward, the Danaé, a
French ship of forty guns and three hundred and thirty
men. The Melampe came up with her in the night a
considerable time before the Southampton, and with ad-
mirable gallantry mamtained the combat against a ship
of double her own force. As they fought in the dark,
Captain Gilchrist was obliged to lay by until he could

Yoltaire, Siecle de Lows Quinze.
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distinguish the one from the other. At day-break he bore
down on the Danaé with lus usual valour, and, after a
brisk engagement, in which she had forty men killed, and
many irore wounded, compelled her to surrender. This
victory, however, was clouded by a misfortune which
happened to the have Gilchrist. He received a wound
in the shoulder, which, though it did not deprive him of
life, rendered him incapable of future service. On the
4th of Apnl another remarkable exploit was atchieved by
his majesty’s ship Achilles, commanded by the honourable
Captain Barrington. The Achilles, which mounted sixty
guns, encountered to the westward of Cape Finisterre, a
French ship of equal force, called the Count de St. Flo-
rentin, under the command of the Sieur de Montay. After
a close engagement of two hours, during which the French
captain was slain, and one hundred and sixteen of his men
killed or wounded, the Count de St. Florentin struck her
colours. She was so much damaged that it was very
difficult to bring her into Falmouth. The Achilles had
but twenty-five men killed or wounded, and had sustained
no hurt: but in her masts and rigging. On: the 27th of
March, Captain Faulkner of his majesty’s ship the Wind-
sor, mounting sixty guns, discovered off the rock of
Lisbon four large ships to leeward, and gave them chace.
As he approached they formed the line of battle a-head,
at the distance of about a cable’s length asunder. He
closed with the sternmost ship, which sustained his fire
about an hour; and then, upon a signal given, the other
three edged off, and the ship engaged struck her colours.
She proved to be the Duke de Chartres, pierced for sixty:
guns, but having only twenty-four, with a complenient of’
three hundred men, about thirty of whom were killed in
the action. She belonged, as well as the other three that
escaped, to the East India company; was loaded with
sixty tons of gunpowder, and an hundred and fifty tons
of cordage, with a large guantity of other naval stores.
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The Windsor had, in this engagement, but one man killed
and eighteen wounded. About the same time Captam
Hughes of his majesty’s frigate the Tamer, tock and car-
ried mte Plymouth two privateers, called Le Chasseur,
and Le Conquetant, the one from Cherburgh and the
other from Dunkirk. A third, called the Dispatch, from
Morlaix, was brought into Penzance by the Diligence
sloop ; while the Basque from Bayonne, furnished with
two and twenty guns, fell into the hands of Captain Parker
of the Brilliant. Captain Atrobus of the Surprise took
the Vieux, a privateer of Bourdeaux; and a fifth from
Dunkirk, struck to Captamn Kmight of the Liverpool.
In the month of May a French frigate called the Arethusa,
mounted with two and thirty guns, and commanded by the
marquis of Vandreul, submitted to two English frigates,
the Venus and the Thames, commanded by the captains
Harrison and Colby. The engagement was warm; the
loss on the side of the English inconsiderable. The
enemy had sixty men killed and wounded. In the begin-
ning of June an armed ship, belonging to Dunkirk, was
brought into the Downs by Captain Angel of the Stag;
and a privateer of force, called the Countess de la Serre,
was subdued and taken, after an obstinate engagement,
by his majesty’s ship the Adventure, commanded by Cap-
tain Moore. In the beginning of October the Florissant,
a French ship of seventy-four guns, was engaged near the
chops of the channel by Captain Porter of the Hercules.
The English vessel having lost one of her top-masts and
rigging, the Florissant took advantage of this misfortune
o sheer off, and escaped behind the 1sle of Oleron.

While the English cruisers were attended with continual
suceess in Europe, several armed ships of the enemy and
rich prizes were taken in the West Indies. About the
same time that the Velour from St. Domingo, carrying
twenty guns and above one hundred men, and loaded with
a rich cargo, was taken by the Favourite sloop of war,
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commanded by Captain Edwards, two French frigates and
two Dutch ships, laden with French commodities, fell into
the possession of cruisers detached from Admiral Coates’s
squadron stationed at Jamaica. Captain Collingwood,
commanding his majesty’s ship the Crescent, off St.
Christopher’s, attacked two French frigates, the Ame-
thyste and Berkeley : the former escaped, but the latter
was conveyed into the harbour of Basseterre.

These particular losses, combined with the general de-
struction of the French squadrons by Boscawen, Hawke,
Saunders and Pocock, in a great measure, ruined the
French navy. In the course of the year the English had
enriched their marine with twenty-seven ships of the line,
and thirty-one frigates of French construction. They had
destroyed eight ships of the line and four frigates, whereas
the English navy had lost, during all the various ope-
rations of the present year, no more than seven men-of-war
and five frigates. In reviewing the captures of merchant-
men, the balance is not so much in our favour. Notwith-
standing the courage and vigilance of the English cruisers,
the French privateers swarmed to such a degree, that in
the course of the present year, they took two hundred and
ten British vessels, chiefly, however, coasters and small
craft, that did not chuse to confine themselves and wait
for a convoy. On the other hand, we took one hundred
and sixty-five merchant vessels from the enemy ; of which,
as it appears from some examples above given, many con-
tained very valuable cargoes.

While the naval power of France was falling to its ruin,
her commerce was cut off in its source by the taking of
Guadaloupe and Quebec. The French government,
broken by repeated calamities, and exhausted by exerbi-
tant subsidies to its German allies, was reduced to the
lowest ebb of fortune. The monarch, however, still found
a resource in the loyalty and attachment of his people.
They acquiesced in the bankruptcy of public credit, when
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the court stopped payment of the interest on twelve dif-
ferent branches of the national debt, they declared agamst
every suggestion of accommodation that was not advan-
tageous and honourable, and they sent m large quantities
of plate to be melted down and coined mto specte, for the
suppart of the war

The liberal supplies granted by the British pailiament,
which met in November, formed a striking contrast with
the imndigence of our rivals  For the service of the ensuing
vear they 1oted seventy-three thousand seamen, mcluding
eighteen thousand thiee hundred and fifty-five marines;
and they allotted thiee millions six hundred and forty
thousand pounds for their maintenance. The sums des-
tined to other pumiposes were no less ample; the whole
amounted to fifteen millions five hundred and three thou-
sand five hundred and sixty-four pounds. Of this immense
supply not less than two millions three hundred and forty-
four thoasand four hundied and eighty-six pounds were
paid to foreigners, for supporting the war in Geimany,
exclusive of the money expended by twenty thousand
British troops in that country, and the charge of trans-
porting them, with the expense of pontage, waggons, and
other contingencies, and the exorbitant article of forage,
which alone amounted, 1n the couse of the last campaign,
to one million two hundred theusand pounds.

The comparative expense of our naval preparations,
and of the German war, affected, with equal astonishment
and concern, many disinterested and dispassionate men,
whose imaginations were less heated than those of the bulk
of the people with the enthusiastic ardonr of victory.
Amid the triumphs of glory and success concealed mur-
murs were heard, which, m a free nation, were speedily
re-echoed with increased force. Men formed themselves
into parties according to then different notions upon this
subject, and the dispute between the naval and continental
schemes came to be the common topic, not only of pubhe
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assemblies but of private conversation. The abettors of
the naval interest asserted, that the msular situation of
Great Britain, as well as the continued experience of
many ages, clearly pointed out the course which Eungland
ought o pursue in her wars with France. They pretended
not that the former kingdom ought never, in any case, to
take part in the disputes of the continent; but this, they
thought, ought always to be as an auailiary only. She
might even engage with success in a continental war
against France, provided she had a concurrence in her
favour of the neighbouring powers of the continent. This
was the grand principle of King William, and the founda-
tion of that alliance, at the head of which, in defence of
the liberties of Europe, he acted the greatest part that
can be allotted to man. It was on the same principle that,
in conjunction with the powers of the empire, we carried
on the war with so much honour and success against
France, under the duke of Marlborough. But to engage
in a continental war with that kingdom, not only unas-
sisted but opposed by the greatest part of those states with
which we are then combined, is an attempt never to be
justified by any comparative calculation of the populous-
ness, the revenues, or the general strength of the two
nations. They asserted still farther, that the theatre we
had chosen for that war was the most unfortunate that
could possibly be imagined. Germany has at all times
proved the firmest bulwark against French ambition.
‘What, therefore, could France herself more heartily
desire than to see the swords of the Germans turned
against each other, and England co-operate with all her
power in embittering the hostilities which have already
desolated that country. In carrying on a war there,
France has many advantages: she supports her armies in
@ great measure by pillaging those whom, in every view,
it is her interest to weaken : she is not very remote from
ker own frontiers, from which her armies may be recruaited
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and supplied without great expense: even when unsuc-
cessful, she is brought still nearer her own territories,
supports her troops with still greater facihity, and exhausts
still less the natural wealth of her people. If she were
obliged to take refuge at home, would the Englsh con-
tinue so frantic as to follow her into her own domimons?
To Great Britain, on the other hand, every thing is un-
favourable in such a war. The utmost success with which
her arms can be attended, will only carry the English toa
greater distance from their resources, and, by going a
certain length, the transport of provision, artillery, ammu-
nition, and the nfinite impediments of a large army,
must hecome altogether impracticable. Upon thss plan,
victory itself cannot save us, and all our successes will
only serve to accumulate new distresses, new difficulties,
and new charges. As to the king of Prussia, what does
he give us in return for the immense subsidies which are
paid him? Instead of assisting our armies, 1s he able to
defend himself? Besides, he is the worst ally we could
have chosen, on account of s long and intimate con-
nection with our enemies, and the general hightness of his
faith in deserting every engagement which forms an ob-
stacle to his ambition. He is looked upon as the protector
of the protestant religion : but has he not desolated the
first protestant electorate? Has he not divided the re-
formed states of Germany, and turned their swords against
each other? And do not his writings sufficiently testify
not only his indifference to the protestant cause, but his
total disregard to all religior whatever? Had England
kept herself clear of the inextricable labyrinth of German
politics, she might, without exhausting her own vigour
by attacking France on her strong side, have been, before
this time, in possession of all the French colonies together :
even had the French, therefore, got possession of Hanover,
which could not have suffered more by this event than it
hes already done in the course of the war, England, while
M2
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her own power was endre, and while slie held all the
commercial resources of France m her bands, must not
enly have 1ecovered the Ifunoverian dominions to thew
law ful sovereiga, but have procured full indemnification to
them for what they had suffered in our quarrel

The advocates for continental measures were obliged to
ackuowledge the exoib:itant expense of a German war;
but they afficmed, that, if it had cost England much, it
had cost France still more, as the number of I'rench trocps
to be paid exceeds the difference between French and
English pay. They observed, that her subsidies to
German princes gieatly exceeded ours, although she had
not derived so much advantage from all her allies to-
gether as Dnglard had done from the victory of the king
of Prussia at Rosbach : that the German war had brought
the finances of France to that deplorable condition which
all Europe had witnessed: that her chiéf stiength and
attention, being engaged 1n this quarter, were in a great
measure withdrawn {rom her navy, her commerce, and
her colonies ; which had enabled England to deprive her
of the best part of her colonies, to render her commerce
equally precarious and unprofitable, and to give such a
blow to her navy as, perhaps, she might azver be able to
recover. But had England, imnstead of exhausting the
French resources by diverting their efforts to Germany,
allowed that country to receive laws from her rival, the
continental war would have soon terminated, and France
strengthened by victory, by conquest, and by alliance,
would have preserved the whole force and revenue of her
mighty monarch entire, to act against Great Britain.

"These reasonings will be interesting as long as the great
syetem of Kuropean politics continues in any measure the
same, and as long as the measures of the British court are
liable to be warped by the same motives as formerly. I
would therefore ohserve, that taking for granted the facts
alleged by the partisans of cur German allics, many of
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which require proof, and supposing that France had ex-

pended even more than Great Britain in prosecuting the
German war, the prinaipal question would still be unde-
cided. It would be proper still farther to inquire, whether
England or France could mamtain the same number of
troops, and make the same efforts mm Germany, at the
smallest expense ? Whether, on the plan of a continental
war alone, the revenues and resources of France or Eng-
land would be soonest exhausted ? And which of the two
kingdoms could, with the smallest tiouble and expense,
augment 1ts navy, and prosecute successful enterprises n
distant paits of the world? These queries need only be
proposed , their solution 1s obvious, and 1t shews, in the
fullest light, the impropriety of England carrying the war
into the continent of Europe, while France possessed any
species of foreign commerce, or a single foot of land in
Asia, Afiica, or America.

But notwithstanding the force of evidence, and the
clamour of party, the court remained firm in 1its first
resolution The continental system prevailed more than
ever, and aithough the supplies granted for maintaming
the navy were hiberal beyond example, yet, the strength
and attention of the nation being diverted to a different
channel, our maiine enterprises appeared to languish at a
time when past success ought to have caused them to be
pushed with the utmost vigour, and fewer exploits were
atchieved at sea in 1700 than are recorded in the memours
of the preceding year.

The British navy at this time amounted to one hundred
and twenty ships of the line, besides frigates, fire-ships,
sloeps, bombs, and tenders. Of these capital ships seven-
teen were stationed in the East Tndies, twenty for the
defence of the West India 1slands, tw elve in North America,
ten in the Mediterranean, and sixty-one either on the coast
of France, in the harbours of England, or cruising in the
Euglish seas for the protection of commerce. Considering
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these mighty preparations, it is remarkable, that the return
of the little squadron commanded by Thurot, which, as
was already mentioned, had taken refuge the preceding
year in the harbour of Gottenburg in Sweden, should
have caused a general alaim over the three kingdoms.
This mconsiderable armament originaily consisted of five
frigates, on board of which were one thousand two hundred
and seventy land soldiers. They had sailed from Gotten-
burg to Bergen in Norway, and during that voyage had
suffered so much by storms, that they were obliged to send
back one of their largest vessels to France. It was not
till the 5th of December that they were able to sail directly
for the place of their destination, which was the northern
coast of Ireland. In this voyage their ill fortune continued

-to pursue them. For nearly three months they were

obliged to ply off and onamong the western isles of Scotland,
during which time they suffered every possible hardship :
their men thinned and disheartened, suffering by famine
and disease, one ship irrecoverably lost, and the remain-
ing three so shattered, that they were obliged to put into
the isle of Ilay. Here this enterprising adventurer,
though oppressed with misfortune, and steeled by such
hardships as too often extinguish every generous principle
of humanity, behaved with the utmost justice and mo-
deration, paying handsomely for the cattle and provisions
which he had occasion to use, and treating the natives
with unusual courtesy and kindness.

As soon as the weather permitted, Thurot quitted this
island, and pursued his destination to the bay of Carrick-
fergus in Ireland, where, on the 2Ist of February, he
effected a descent with six hundred men. They advanced
without opposition to the town, which they fourd-as well
guarded as the nature of the place, which was entirely
open, and the circumstances of Colonel Jennings, who
commanded only four companies of raw undisciplined men,
would allow. A vigorous defence was made, until the
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ammunition of the English failed; and then Colonel Jen-
nings retired to the castle of Carrickfergus, which, how-
ever, was 1 all respects untenable, being unprovided
provisions and ammunition, and having a breach in the
wall of near fifty feet wide: nevertheless, they repulsed
the assailants i their first attack, having supplied the
want of shot with stones and rubbish. At length the
colonel surrendered, on condrtion that his troops should
be ransomed by exchanging them for an equal number
of French prisoners ; that the castle of Cairickfergus
should not be demolished, nor the town burned or plun-
dered. Ths last circumstance, however, was not strictly
observed. The magstrates of Carrickfergus refused
such supplies of wine and provisions as the French officers
demanded, and thus, by their own imprudence, caused the
town to be subjected to a contribution, which, however,
was not immoderate. Thurot, having by this time gotten
notice of the defeat of Conflan’s expedition, and hearmg
that a considerable body of regular troops were asscmbleds
and prepaiing to march to the assistance of the inhahitants
of Carrickfergus, embarked, and set sail for France, after
gaining great reputation by the exploits of a squadron,
which deserves to be considered as little better than a
wreck of the grand enterprise against the British coasts.
But this gallant adventurer had not left the bay of Car-
rickfergus many hours, when he perceived, near the coast
of the sle of Man, three sail that bore down on him.
These were English frigates, the Aolus of thirty-six
guns, commanded by Captamn Elliot, the Pallas and
Brilliant, each of thirty-two guns, under the command
of the Captains Clement and Logie, who had been des-
patched by the duke of Bedford, lord-lieutenant of Ire-
land, in quest of the French squadron, At nine in the
morming of the 2Sth of February, Captain Elliot came up
with the Belleisle, commanded by Thurot, which was
superiour to the Eolus 1n strength of men, number of
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guns, and weight of metal; but both ship and men were
in a bad condition. The engagement was hardly begun,
when the Pallas and Brilhant attacked the other two
ships of the enemy. The action was mamtamed with
great spirit on both sides for an heur and a balf, when
Captain Elbot’s lievtenant boarded the Belleicle. who
immediately struck her colours, the gallant Thurot having
fallen 10 the action. The English took possession of therr
prizes, and conveyed them into the bay of Ramsay m the
isle of Man. In this engagement three hundred of the
French were slain or disabled ; whereas our loss did not
exceed forty Julled and wounded. The name of Thurot
had become so teriible to all the sea-poits of Britam and
Ireland, that the service performed on this occasion was
deemed essential to the quiet and security of these king-
doms. The thanks of the house of Commous of Ireland
were voted to the conquerors of Thurot, as well as to
Lieutenant-colonel Jennings, the commanding officer at
Carrickfergus; and the defeat and capture of this petty
squadron was celebrated with the most hearty and uni-
versal rejoicings. Such was the fate of the last branch of
the grand armament which had so long been the hope of
Fiance, and the terror of (ireat Britain,

In Naith America the affairs of the French had taken
such a turn as affoided them a happy prospect of future
success. While the operations of the war there were
entrusted to the land forces alone, England was unfortu-
nate, and France triumphant : but no sooner did our
squadrons appear on the coast, than every thing returned
to 1its former situation, and Britain was as victorious as
before. The garrison left for the defence of Quebec
amounted originally to five thousand men, a number much
too small, considering both the nature of the place, and
Yie number of French forces which still remained in
Canada. The fortifications of Quebec were weak and
incomplete ; without any kind of out-works; and the
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town had been reduced, during the late siege, almost to a
rum  bir Levi had collected at Montieal six thousand
experienced mthtia of Canada, with three hundred Ind:ans,
besides ten battalions of regular troops amounting to
about five thousand men more  With this force he
took the field on the 17th of April, and, while his pro-
visions and ammumtion fell down the nver St. Law-
rence under a convoy of six fiigates, the French army
arrived m ten days maich at the heights of Abiaham,
thiee miles distant fiom Quebec  General Murray, who
commanded the garrison, had 1t in his option exther to
remain within the city, or to march out and try his for-
tune in the field. As his troops were habituated to victory,
and provided with a fine train of aitillery, he was unwilling
to keep them shut up in a place which appeared to him
scarcely tenable. He deternuned, therefore, to lead them
agamnst the enemy ; a resolution, which, considering the
mnmense inequality of numbers, for, although the garrison
originally consisted of five thousand, he had not now
above three thousand effective men, favouied more of
youthful temerrty than of military discretion. At first,
however, foitune secemed to favour his designs The
English army, having marched out of the cty, and de-
scended from the heights of Abraham, attacked the
enemy’s van with such impetuosity, that it was obhged
to give way, and to fall back on the mam body. This
advantage biought them full on the mam army of the
French, which by this time had formed in columns., The
fire became so hot, that it stopped the progress of our
troops ; and the French, wheeling to right and left,
foimed a semi-circle which threatened to suriound them,
and to cut off their retreat. Nearly a thicd of the Eng-
lish army were now killed or wounded, and nothing could
be thought of 1n this situation but to make propeir move-
ments to secure their retuin to Quebee  This they effected
without losing many men 1n the pwsmit, and the severs
misfortune, occasioned by their own temernity, roused the
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governor and troops to the mosi strenuous efforis
defence of the place. The French lost no time in im-
proving their victory. They opened the trenches on the
very night of the battle : but, being deficient in artillery,
they had performed nothing of consequence before the
15th of May, when the besieged were reinforced by the
arrival of the British fleet. Then the enemy understcod
what it was to be inferiour at sea; for, had a French
squadron got the start of the English in sailing up the
river, Quebec must have reverted to its former owners.

On the 9th of May, to the great joy of the garrison, an
English frigate anchored in the bay, and told them that
Lord Corville who had sailed from Halifax with the fleet
under his command, on the 22d of April, was thenn the
river St. Lawrence. He had been retarded in his passage
by thick fogs and contrary winds. About the same time
Commodore Swento., azriving with a small reinforcement
from England, and hearing that Quebec was besieged,
salled up the 3t Lawrence with all expedition. On the
15th he anchored at Point Levi, and early next morning
ordered Captain Schomberg of the Diana, and Captain
Deane of the Lowestoffe, to slip their cables, and attack
the French fleet, consisting of two frigates, two armed
ships, and a consideiable number of smaller vessels.
They were no <ooner tn motion than the Irench ships fled
in the utmost disorder. One of their frigates was driven
on the rochs above Cape Diamond ; the other ran a-shore,
and was burned at Point au Tremble, about ten leagues
above the town, and all that remained were taken or
destroyed.

Mr. Levi had the moriiication to behold, from the
heights of Abraham, this action, which at one stroke put
an end to ail the hopes he had conceived from his late
victory. He was persuaded that these frigates, hy the
boldness of their manner, preceded a considerable rein-
forcement, and he therefore raised the siege in the utmost
preaipitation, leaving bebhind him a great quantity of bag-
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gage, tents, stores, magazines of provisions and amipu-
mtion, with thirty-four pieces of battering cammon, ten
field-pieces, six mortars, and a great number of scaling-
ladders, intrenching tools, and other implements necessary
in a siege.

This event, which was entirely owing to the seasonable
assistance of the fleet, was equally important m itself
and 1n its consequences. While 1t secured the pos-
session of Quebec, it gave an oppoitumty to General
Murray to march to the assistance of General Amherst,
who was employed mn the siege of Montieal, the second
place in Canada for extent, commeice, and strength.
Here the whole remaining force of the Fiench :n North
America was collected under the command of Mr Vau-
dreuil, an enterpnising and artful general, who neglected
no means of protracting the siege. At length he was
obliged to yield to the united armies, and on the 8th of
September, 1760, surrendered his gairison to be sent to
France, on condition that they should not serve in the
present war, and y:elded up the inhabitants of his govern-
ment as subjects to the king of Great Britamn

The Fiench had not neglected to send rehef to a place,
which was the last object of their hopes for regaming
possession of Canada. They had despatched three fri-
gates, with twenty ships of buiden, containing a rein-
forcement of troops and military stores for the garrison of
Montreal. But when the commander of this expedition
understood, that the fleet under Lord Colville bad antici-
pated his arrival in the river St. Lawrence, he attempted
to land his whole embarkation in the bay of Chaleurs,
that they might endeavour, 1f possible, to join the prin-
cipal army by land. But here they were discovered by
Captain Byron, with three of his majesty’s ships; their
armament was taken or destrojed, and thewr whole design
disconcerted. 'Thus, by the bravery of our troops, and
the uncommon spirit, vigiance, and activity of our
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navy, every attempt of the enemy was frushiated, and
the quiet posscssion of ail Canada confirmed to Great
Dritain.

In the East Indies, the British arms were atlended
with equal success. After raising the siege of Fort St
George in February, 1759, the Enghsh army possessed
themselves of the mupor.ant town and fortress of Conje-
veram, as well as of the aty Masulipatam, both on the
Coromandel coast. This coast jomns to the iich province
of Benga!, where the French interest had been totally
ruined by the conduct and gallantry of Colonel Clive.

Eacouraged by these advantages, a body of one thousand
two hundred men, Europeans and Seapoys. advanced
farther, and attempted to dislodge an army of French and
their confoderate ladians, encamped under the cannon of
a fort near Wandewash They were repelled with the
loss of bet'seca theee and {our hundred killed and wounded.
But Colonel Coote, ai the head of the principal body of
English troops on that coast, compensated for this disaster
by investing and tabing Wandewash in three days  Soon
after, he obtamed a complete victory over General Lally,
who commuanded anaimy twice as numerous as that of the
Erglish, ard const-'ng of two thousand two hundred
E rropeans and ten thousacd blachs.,  After this decisive
engagement, whieh, oncepling the battle of Plaissy, was
more un oient m s cousequences than any fought in
Indwa durmng the war. Colonel Coote undertook the siege
of Chlliput, which swirendered in two days. He then
procecvted his march to Arcot the capital of the province,
the foit of which beng silenced, the garrison surrendered
themselves prisoncis of war. After the 1eduction of Arcot
all the infeiiour places, such as Permaceil and Allumparva,
submitted. The impoitant settlement of Carical was
reduced by the se» ard lud forces, commanded by Rear-
admiral Coruivh anc Major Monson; and Colonel Coote
formed the hlockade of Pondicherry by land, while the
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narbour was beset by the Enghsh squadion.  This town
was the only unpoitant settlement which row 1emaemed to
our enemies 1 India

During ail thws time, Admnal Pococke bad, with s
usual skill and muiepidity, seconded the cfforts of the
troops  Ile had more than cnce compelled Lii. d’Ache,
the greatest admieal that Fiance could boast o4 and «ho
alone supported the Ceclining reputat.en of her maiine, to
take shelter under the walls o{' Pondiche.ry  Pocoche had
reduced the Fiench ships 1o a very shatteied condition,
and kuled a great mar y of then men bm what shews
the singular talents of both admnals, they had fought
three purhed battles in the comse oi e H e moaths,
without the Joss of a ship on cither sid

The British squadrons 11 the ¥West Indles were com-
manded by Admnal Holues on the Jamaica station and
Sir James Douglas m the Leewaid Islands The active
wigilance of these commanders not only enabled thein to
protect the isiands fior nsuit or wmvasion, but prompted
them to anncy the enemy  Rear-admual Holines, having
1 the month of QOctober 1ecerved inteil.gence, that five
Fiench fiigates were eqmipped at Cape Frangois on the
ssland of Hispaniola, in order to convoy a fleet of mer-
chantmen to Europe, he stationed the ships under his
command, wmn such a manner as gave them an opportunity
to intercept this feet. The principal French ship was the
Sirenne, commanded by Commodore M‘Caity. an Insh
officer of considerable reputation. After tno sharp en-
gagements she struck to the Boireas, while the other four
frigates bore away, with all the sail they could croud,
for the west end of Tortuga, to shelter themselves in
Port au Prince. They were pursued by the Lively and
Hampshire , the former obliged one of the French frigates
to submit, after a warm engagement of an hour and a
half. The Hawmpshire stood for the other thiee, and;
running between the Duke of Choiseul and the Prince
Edward, engaged them both at the same time. The



110

NAVAL HIRTORY

first, having the advantage of the wind, made her retreat
into Port au Paix; the other ran a-shore about two leagues
to leeward, and struck her colours. At the approach of
the Ifampshire, the enemy set her on fire, and she blew
up. The Fleur de Lys, that had run into Fresh-Water
Bay, a httle to leeward of Port au Prince, shared the
same fate; and thus by the gallantry of the captains Nor-
bury, Uvedale, and Maitland, and the prudent disposition
of Admiral Holmes, two large frigates of the enemy were
taken, and three destroyed.

Immed:ately after this event, advice being received by
Admiral Holmes, that the enemy’s privateers swarmed
about the island of Cuba, he ordered the boats of the
Trent and Boreas to be manned, that they might proceed
under the direction of the Lieutenants Millar and Stuart,
to the harbour of Cumberland in that island. There they
met with the Vainqueur of ten guns, sixteen swivels,
and ninety men, the Mackan of six swivels and fifteen
men, and the Guespe of eight guns and eighty-five
men. The boats, after surmounting many difficulties,
rowed up to the Vainqueur, boarded and took pos-
session of her under a close fire. The Mackau was taken
without resistance; but, before they could reach the
Guespe, the enemy set her on fire, by which she was
destroyed.

The same enterprising courage distinguished the officers
of the squadron commanded by Sir James Douglas off the
Leeward islands. 'The captains Obrien and Taylor,
cruising near the Grenades, were informed that the Virgin,
once a British sloop, with three French privateers, had
taken refuge vader the guns of three forts on one of these
islands. 'They satled thither in order to attack them; and
their enterprize was crowned with success. Having
demolished the forts, they took the four ships after a warm
engagement, which lasted several hours. They next
entered another harbour on the same island, where they
had intelligence of three inove ships; they demolished the
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fort on this harboui, and carried off the three prizes. In
returning to Antigua they fell in with thirteen victuallers,
who 1mmediately suirendered. At the same time eight
privateers were taken by the ships which Commodore
Douglas employed 1n cruwsing round the 1sland of Guada-
loupe.

While the English were catried forward with a continual
tide of prosperity m distant parts of the world, no action
of importance was atchieved 1n the British seas by the
naval force of that kingdom. Admiral Rodney still main=
tamed lus statton off the coast of Havre de Grace, to
observe the French movements toward the mouth of the
Seme. The admirals Boscawen and Hawke alternately
commanded the powerful squadron which still remained
in the bay of Quiberon, to interrupt the navigation of the
enemy, to watch and detain the French vessels which had
run into the mouth of the river Villame after the defeat
of Conflans; and to divert the efforts of the French from
other quarters, by employmmg a great number of their
forces on that part of the coast.

Meanwhile a numerous body of forces were assembled,
and a great number of transports collected at Portsmouth.
The troops were actually embarked with a good train of
artillery ; generals were nominated to the command of
the enterprize; and the eyes of the whole nation were
fixed upon this armament, which had been prepared at an
immense expense, and the destination of which remained
a profound secret. But, to the astomshment of all those
who were not admitted behind the curtain, the whole
summer was spent in 1dleness and maction, and upon the
death of the late king, in the month of October following,
the enterprise was entirely laid aside.

The seeming inutility of these mighty preparations
occasioned loud clamours in the nauon. These were still
farther increased by the mactivity of the powerful squa-
drons in the British seas. It was said, that with either of
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tuese, or with the armament prepaied at Portsmouth, we
might have reduced the island Martinico mn the West
Indies, 3aunitius on the coast of Africa, or Minorca 1n the
Bediterranean, all of which were objects equally important
to oui pover and commerce. It was asked what advantage
we corived fiom those squadrons which weie so well
provid.d in ell neecseartes by the liberality of the supphes,
but wiich were condemned to inactivity, or employed in
useless parade? This question, however, was not unan-
swerable. The armament at Portsmouth might be in-
tended to intumidate the French into proposals of peace;
to alarm the ccast of Bretagne, and thereby make a
diversion in favour of Germany; or to iransport troops
into Flanders, in order to effect a junction with the here-
ditary prince of Brunswick, who, at the head of twenty
thousand men, had crossed the Rhine, and was at first
as succesiful as finally unfortunate in that daiing ex-
pedition.

Nor were the syuadrons on the French coast altogether
unnecessary. While Admiral Rodney hovered near the
mouth of the Seme, he perceived, on the 5th of July at
noon day, five large flat botlomed boats, with their colours
flying, as if they had set the Eaglish squadron at defiance.
These boats were despatched by way of experiment, to try
whether 1t weie possible for vessels of this newly invented
construction 1o escape the vigilance and efforis of an Eng-
lich deet. Tic French had prepared above an hundred
of them, which t.en lay at Caen in Normandy. The ten
which now satled, stood backwards and forwards cn the
shoals, intencing to amuse Mr. Rodney till night, and
then to proceed under cover of darkness. e perceived
their daift, and gave directions that his small vessels shounld
be ready to sail i the night for the mouth of the river
Orne, 11 oider 1o cut off the enemy’s retreat, while ke
himwself with the larger ships stood for the steep coast
of Poit Bassin  The disposition was judicious, and at-



OT KING GLEORGE II1

tended with success. The flat botiomed boats having no
way to escape, r1an ashore at Port Bassin, where the au-
mnal destroyed them, together with the small fort which
had been eiected for the defence of this harbour. Each
of these vessels was one hundied feet 1 length, and capable
of containing four hundred men. The disaster which
befel them taught the Fiench minister of the maime not
to buld any further hopes upon such aukward machmes.
The remainder were ordered to be unleaded at Caen, and
seut to Rouen to be laid up as useless

This was not the only service which Rodney’s squa-
dron peiformed  In the morth of Novembher, Captain
Ouiry of the Acteon, chaced a large pinateer, aud diove
her on shore between Cape Baifleur and La ffogue, and
his cutters scoured the coast, and took or destroyed {o:ty
vessels of constderable burden, which cailled on a gieat
fishing near Dieppe.

Besides the puiposes above-mentioned, which were
answered by .Admiral Boscawen’s fleet, 1t effectually pre-
yented any vessels fiom sailing from the harbours ot Biest
or Rochfort, with the design to 1ciaforce the Frencl m
North America, which might have protracted the war
there to another campaign. The enterprising spirt of
this English admiral, impatient of continuing so long n
a state of maction how advantageous soever to the -
terests of his country, prompted him to employ lus men
in the execution of some actual service Ile cxercised
them, therefore, 1n taking a small wland near the river
Vannes, which he oidered them {o cultivate and plant
with vegetables for the use of the seamen mnfected with
scoibutic disorders, arising from the constant use of calt
provisions, from the sea*air, and from a want of ptoper
exercise.

Sir Edward Hawke, who relieved Mr Boscawen in
September, pursued the same plan. Sensible of the in-
convemencies to which a fleet on that station 1s expozed
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for want of fresh water, which must be carried to them by
transports hired on purpose, he detached Lord Howe in
the Magnanime, with the slups Frederick and Bedford, to
reduce the little island Dumet, which abounded in that
great necessary of life. This island, about three miles in
length and two in breadth, was defended by a small fort
mounted with nine cannon, and garrisoned with one com-
pany of the regiment of Bourbon, who surrendered with
Iittle or no resistance after the ships had begun the
attack.

We have not interrupted the history of the British
squadrons by relating the exploits of particular cruisers,
several of which conferred the highest honour on the
English navy. On the 2d of April, Captain Skinner of
the Biddeford, and Captain Kennedy of the Flamborough,
hoth frigates, having sailed from Lisbon, fell in with two
large French frigates, convoy to a fleet of merchant ships,
which the English captains immediately determined to
engage, notwithstanding the great inferiority of their
strength. The enemy did not decline the battle, which
began about half an hour after six in the evening, and
raged with great fury till eleven. By this time the Flam-
borough had lost sight of the Biddeford, and the frigate
with which the former was engaged bore away with all
the scail she could carry. Captain Kennedy pursued her
till noon the next day, when he entirely lost sight of her;
by which means she got into Lisbon with the loss of several
men besides the lieutenant of marines, and considerably
damaged in her hull and rigging. In three days he was
Joined by the Biddeford, who, after a most severe conflict,
had compelled her antagonist to fly, and had chaced her
till she was out of sight. Soon‘after the action began,
Captain Skinner, while standing upon the arm-chest to
inspect the several posts, and to animate his men by
his example, was unfortunately killed. He was an officer
equally brave and bountiful, and as much beloved for
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his gentleness and humamty, as respected for his skill and
courage by those who served under him. The command
devolved upon the honourable Lieutenant Knollis, who
mamtained the battle with great spint, cven after he was
wounded ; and a second shot thiough his body deprived
him of hfe. Notwithstaading these dicasters, the crew of
the Biddeford, though deprived of their officers, their
main-top-mast shot away, the ship disabled 1n her rigging,
and the enemy’s fire which continued exceedingly hot,
discovered no signs of fear or of disinchinaton to the
service The master of the ship now assumed the com-
mand, and every man on board acted as if on his personal
bravery alone the fortune of the engagement had depended.
While the master kept the quarter-deck, and took care of
the posts there, the purser was stationed on the mam-
deck, and kept up a brisk and well-directed fire. Num-
bers of the wounded men returred with cheerfulness to
their posts, after the surgeon had dressed their wounds.
Their cool determined valour prevailed overa stup double
their own in strength. The enemy’s fire began to slacken,
one gun becoming silent after another, till the enemy did
not discharge four guns in a quarter of an hour. It was
believed they were going to strike; but it proved, that
they were preparing for flight; for a little after, about ten
at night, the engagement having lasted three homs, they
bore away with all the sail they could crowd. The Bid-
deford tool: the opportunity to pour a broadside into her
enemy, and a volley of small arms nearly at the same
instant. But, when she attempted to chace, the sailora
found they had no command of their ship, the rigging
being eut to pieces, and the masts and yards shattered and
disabled.

The spitit of enterprise, a conscrousness of their cwn
superiority, and a contempt of the Fiench, seem to have
been communicated to the meanest seaman of Great Bn-
tain at this happy period. As an example of this hind,
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the bravery of five Iishmen and a boy, belonging to the
crew of a ship, fiom Wateiford, has been much celebrated.
"The ship,in her return from Bilboa, being taken by a French
privateer off Ushant, the captors removed all the handsbut
these five men and a boy, who were left to assist nine
Frenchmen 1 navigating the vessel  These danng Hi-
bernians immediately formed a plan of msuirection, which
they executed with success  Four of the I'rench mauness
being below dech, three aloft among the rigging, one at
the helm, and another walking the deck, Brian, who
headed the enterpiise, tiipped up the heels of the French
steersman, seized his pistol, and discharged 1t at him who
walked the deck, but, missing the maik, he knoched him
down with the buit-end of the piece. At the same time
hallooing to hus confederates below, they assailed the
enemy with thew broad swords, and, soon compelling
them to submii, came upon deck, and shut the hatches.
The Irish bemg now mn possession of the quarter-deck,
the Tiench who weie aloft called for quarter, and sur-
vendered without opposition. As nesther Brian nor any
of his as-oclates could read or write, or knew the least
pemciple of navigation, they steered the sh p northward
at a venture, and the first land they made was the neigh-
bourhood of Youghall 11 the eounty of Coil.

The captures fiom the French, withm the course of this
jear, consisted of royal ships of war, privateers, and armed
merchant-men.  The 10yal ships were six, mounting in all
one hundred and seventy-six guns. The piivateersand armed
smerchantmen amounted to one hundred and ten, which
carned eight hundred and fo: ty -eight carriage-guns, two
hundred and forty swivels, and six thousand three hundred
and eighty-mne men. The Enghsh navy suffered httle
fiom the Ttench durmng this period. but svstained great
damege fiom the weather. The Conqueror, a new ship
of the line, was lost 1 the channel off the island of St.
Nicholas: the erew and guns were saved. The Lyme of
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twenty guns foundered 1 the Cattegate i Norway, and
fifty of the men petished. In the West Indies a tender
belonging to the Dublin commanded by Commedore Sir
James Douglas, was lost m a gale of wind, with one hun-
dred chosen maimers. But these losses, gicat as they
were, seemed inconsiderable, compuared to that of the
Ramillies, a magmificent ship of the second 1ate, belonging
to the squadron which Admiral Boscawen conmanded on
the coast of France In the beginning of Febiuay, a
series of stormy weather obliged the adnural to 1etmn
fiom the bay of Quiberon to Plymonth, where he a:iived
with much dificulty The Ramillies, having overshot
the entrance to the sound, and being embayed nea1 a pomt
called the Bolt Head, about four leagues igher up the
channel, was dashed in pieces among the rocks, after her
anchors and cables had given way. All her officers and
nmen, one midshipman and twenty-five of the seamen
excepted, amounting to seven hundied, peiished.

The number of meichant vessels taken by the Freuch
amounted to above thee lundied; chiefly, however,
coasters and colliers of sery mconstderable value. Nor
would 1t have been at all surprising if the French had
taken not only more numerous but more valuable prizes.
While thenn own commerce was in a gieat measuie des-
tioyed, and they had no merchant ships at sea but some
coasters, and a few vessels, under convoy fiom the West
Indies, the trading fleets of England covered the ocean.
Eveiry year her commerce was augmenting, the moacy
which the war cannied out was 1eturned Ly the p oluce of
her mdustry, the sinhing fund amourted arnually 10
above three millions, aud m the year 1760, eivhe theusand
vessels were cmployed by the tiadess of (fieat *Jirtasn

But, notwithstanding thus happy flow of pousoerits, if
we compare the naval and nalitazy transsactaons of the
present year with those of the preceans, they wilt appear
ext_caely mconsiderable  Evceptayg the reducuon of
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Montreal, which was a natural consequence of our prior
conquests in Canada, no additional acquisitions of great
consequence had been made by the British arms. The
English strength and wealth were employed in the war of
Germany ; bul our operations, undertaken upon national
principles, and tending to the intercst of Great Britamn,
began gradually to languish. It was hoped, thercfoie,
that after a general war of five yeais, carried on upon a
larger scale, and attended with greater expense, and more
surprising revolutions of fortune, than any war of equal
duration that had ever taken place among the nations of
Europe, 1t was now full time to give hanquillity to the
four quarters of the globe, all of which had been shaken
by our commotions. The posture of our affzirs was now
much altered from what had taken place during the first
periods of hostility. The ambition of France, which had
inflamed the fuel of dissension, had been crowned with
success 1n the beginming of the war. Admiral Byng
behaved disgracefully 1n the Mediterranean, Minorca was
taken, and the battle of Hastembeck seemed to decide the
fate of the electorate of Hanover. The duke of Cumber-
land was shut up at Closter-seven, and the Canadians
obtained considerable advantages over the English n
North America. But now all was changed. The French
had not reaped the fruits which they expected from their
success in Germany, and had been obliged to abaudon
some part of thewr conquests, their interest was totally
ruined i North America; 1n the East Indies, where they
had formerly so many {lourishing settlements, they were
confined to one town; and the principal source of their
wealth was cut off by the loss of Guadaloupe, Goree, and
Senegal, and the destruction of themr commerce and ship-
pmg. The misfoitunes which France had already expe-
rienced 1 carrying on a nasal war against Great Britain,
induced her, as early as the year 1758, to sigmfy her
pacific intentions to the English ministry, whe declined
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listening at that time to any proposals of negociation. 1In
the following year the court of London was not so deci-
sively bent on continuing the war; but 1t was not till
1761, that they began to think seriously of laymg down
their victorious arms Had France been equally sincere
in the wishes for accommodation which she publicly pro-
fessed, matters might then have been amicably adjusted
But she had by this time discovered an after game, which
remained for her to play, notwithstanding all her bad
fortune. She had alaimed the pride and jealousy of the
coutt of Spain, whose rich and extensive American pos-
sessions seemed now to lie at the mercy of the Enghsh
colonies, and whose honour was deeply wounded 1n the
disgrace inflicted on the first prince of the house of Bour-
bon. If the whole strength of the Spamish monarchy,
augmented by continual accessions during a long peace,
could be drawn 1nto the vortex of hostility, France ex-
pected to be able still to retrieve her affans.  While she
publicly declared for peace, her secret hopes were all
centered 1n war , she treated of friendship with a spint of
enmity ; and, the false principles upon which she nego-
ciated being discovered by the penetration of the British
mimstry, these allowed not the prospect of a treaty to
amuse them mto a neglect of the maval and military
aperations which had been previously concetted.

The pathament which assembled the 18th of November,
1760, had voted seventy thousand seamen for the seivice
of the ensuing ycar, including eighteen thousand three
hundred and fifty-five marines, and a sum not exceeding
four pounds montlily per man for their maintenance, the
whole amounting to three million six hundred and forty
thousand pounds. No material alteration was made 1
the disposition of the several squadrons which constituted
the navy of Great Buitain. That m the bay of Quiberon
was commanded by Sir Edward Hawke and Su Charles
Hardy. Admiral Saunders was stationed 1n the Mediter«

1ie
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ranean. The Reai-admuals Stevens and Cornish com-
manded in the Ea.t Inaies, Rear-admaal Holmes at
Jamaice, Sir James Deuglas at the Leeward [olands, and
Lord Coiviile at Halvax 1 Nosa Seotia.  Besides these,
single <ups cruwed 1 different parts, m oider o protect
the Bo1ash raerchanimen, and <quadions wete occastonally
equipped under various commanders.

The scone of action, 1n the year 1761, opened n the
East Indies. Afler the defeat of the Freuch near Wan-
dewash, the taking of the city of Arcot, and the reduction
of the foitresses of Clatteput and Carrical, the French
were biocked up i Pondicherry, a town of near four miles
in crcut, elegantiy buiit, stiongly fortified, and defended
by the whole foice wh.ch 1emained to the enemy on the
coast of Coromandel. The peitodical rains which fall on
that coast rendered a regnlar siege 1mpracticable ; so that
the blochade, which had been commenced by the fleet
uader Admiral Steven-, and the land forees under Colonel
Coote, was continued with the best disposition, and the
most extraordinary patence, for full seven months. On
the 26th of November, 1760, four batteries were raised,
at some distance, to enfilade the <treets of Pondicheriy,
while others were advanced neaier, in order to play wpon
the woihs. The works of the beuegers suffered mueh
from stornts, which rumed the batteries and approaches;
but these were repaired with great alacnity, and the enemy
was reduced to the most extreme distress.  They lived on
camels, elephants, dogs, and cats. Even this wretched
provision was $o scarce, that 1t was puichased at an
immense price; five pounds had heen paid for the flesh
of a dog.

In the midst of this dictress their hopes were suddenly
revived by a dreadful misfo.tune which happened 1o the
English fleet.  On the Ist of January, 1761, one of these
terrible tempests, so destructive and so fiequent in the
Indian seas, obhiged Admiral Stevens to slip his cables
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and put to sca. The rest of the British squadion were
ditven from before the walls of Pondicherry. The Duke
of Aquitaine and the Sundeiland foundered m the storm,
and their ciews perished. The Newcastle, the Queen-
borough, and Protector fire-ship, were driven on shore and
destioyed, but the men were happily saved, together
with the guns, stores, and provisions. Many other ships
sustained considerable damage This unexpected disaster
elevated to the highest pitch the spirits of the gairison,
and Gereral Lally, seemng the poit clear, lost not a
moment to send an express to the Ilench agent in the
neighbouring neutral settlements, in order to obtain a
supply of provisions. This letter * was imtercepted by
Adwiral Stevens, and from the singular character it dis-
covers of this daring adventurer, we have thought the
insertion would be acceptable to the reader. As the
admiral imagined, that Lally had made the same so-
heitations by other messengers, he immediately des-
patched letters to the Dutch and Danish cettlements,
mentioning the good condition of the greater part of his
fleet, and assuring tikem that he would make prize of such
vesels as he found imnfringing the peutiality, by attempt-
ing to supply the enemy. Ilc was sufficiently in a con-
cdition to mahe good his thieats; for, mn four days after

* M Ravyvonp,—The Fughsh squadion is no more, 8, ont of
the twelve slups they had 1n om 10ad, seven ae lost crews and «li
the four others dismasted, a1d 1t appears that there 1s no mo¢ than
one fiigate that has escaped , therctme do not lose an m tant to send
nrs chelhingoes upon chelingoes, loaded with nce, the Duteh have
nothing to fear now, besides, aceording to the law of nations, thes
are only to send us no provisions thepsel ¢s, ard we we no more
blocked up hy sea The saving of Pondicheny hath been m your
power once alieady, 3f you muss the present opportumity, it will be
entirely your fandt, Do not fmget also some small chihingoes , offer
great rewards ¥ expect scventeen thousand Varattoes within these
four days. In shoit, risque all, attempt all, lorce all, and end us
some nice, shounld 1t be but half a garse at a time

(Sizned) LALLY.
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the storm, he had, with incredible diligence and celerity,
repaired the damage of his ships, and appeared before
Pondicherry with eleven sail of the line and two frigates,
all fit for service. The siege was now carried on with
redoubled ardour. By the 15th of January, a battery
was raised within point blank; a breach was effected in
the curtain; the west face and flank of the north-west
bastion were ruined, and the guns of the enemy entnely
stlenced. The principal of the Jesuits came out with twe
civilians, and proposed terms of capitulation in the name
of the mnhabitants. General Lally disdained to capitu-
late, but sent out a paper, full of invectives against the
Inglish for breach of treaties relative to India; the ob-
stinacy of the governor made the proposal of the inha-
bitants be disregarded ; so that the city of Pondickerry,
with a garrison of near two thousand European soldies,
a vast quantity of military stores, and great riches, was,
without any formal surrender, abandoned to the discretion
of the besiegers.

After the reduction of Pondicherry on the coast of
Coromandel, a body of English forces was embarked for
an expedition against Mahie, a settlement on the coast of
Malabar, which the French had lately fortified at a very
considerable expense. The place was attacked with so
much vigour, that the French governor thought proper to
surrender 1t about the beginning of I'ebruary, by which
means the English obtained the command of the whole
peninsula of India, the most extensive as well as the
most profitable sphere of commerce in the world.

These important successes had not, since the com-
mencement of the war, been chequered by any consi-
derable misfortune attending the British arms in the east.
‘We must not, however, omit to mention the atchieve-
ments of the Count d’Estaing, who in the year 1759, had
made himself master of the English fort of Gombroon in
the Gulf of Persia, and had taken twe frigates, with
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three other vessels belonging to the company. He per-
formed this with four ships under Dutch coloms, one of
which carried sisty-four guns, and another twenty-two,
with a land force of one hundred and fifty Europeans, and
about two hundred Caffies. 1n the succeeding year the
fort of Natal on the coast of Africa surrendered to him at
discretion, and he found two ships in the road. He after-
wards sailed to Sumatra, where the Enghsh carried on a
great trade 1n pepper, and, before the end of the following
April, reduced Tapponapoli and Bercoolen, or Marlbo-
rough fort, which last, though in a good state of defence,
was ingloriously abandoned by the English garrison,
after they had burnt a vessel richly loaded, the Denham
Indiaman, that lay in the harbour. The activity and
enterprise of Mr. d’Estaing would deserve commen-
dation, 1f his character had not been stiongly marked
with peifidy and cruelty. He had surrendered himself at
the siege of Madras, and had engaged not to serve against
the English until he should be regularly excharged; so
that, when he attacked Gambioon, he was a prisoner on
parole. When he became master of that place, he paid
no regard to the terms on which 1t had surrendered e
promused to prevent thefts and disorders, but the houses
were set on fire, and the factory given up to the licentious
piilage of the Arabs.

After the expulsion of the French from North America,
the English found 1n the Cheiokees a eruel and barbarous
and not an unwaihike enemy. They defended themselves
with a savage heroism against the superiour arts of a
civilized nation, nor eould they be reduced to the neces-
sity of accepting a peace from thewr conquerors, until the
Enghsh had penetrated with great courage and per-
severance into their country, destroyed fifteen of therr
towns or villages, and burnt or cut down the greatest
part of their harvest.

‘Whule the continent of North America was thus reduced
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to a state of undisturbed obedience, the British squadrone
were still carrying on their conquests in the West Indies.
On the 4th of June, Sir James Douglas sailed from Gua-
daloupe with the Dublin, Belliqueux, Sundeiland, and
Montague, four ships of the line, and a considerable body
of land forces, under the command of Lord Rolio. des-
tmed for an expedition agairst the island of Deminrca.
This island, though one of those called neutral, had been
occupied and fortified by the French. Its extent 15 about
ten leagues n length, and eight in breadth, it is well
watered by rivers plentifully supplied with fish ; produces
abundant pastuie for eattle, and 1> very frustfu! 1a coffee,
cocoa, tobacco, and cotton. It 16 situated witln ten
leagues of Martinico, the capital of the Fremch g
islands, which, in case of an invasion, 1t could easil,
supply with men and provisions, a crcumstance whic)
reudered it of great importance to Inance, and an object
worthy the anbition of the Littish mimistry.

The armament under Leid Rollo and Sir James Dou-
glas, arrived within a leagae of Rosean, the capital of
Domnica, on the Gth of Jfunc; and the fleet Luovmg
anchored, a heutenant of the navy, accompun.ed by «
land officer, was immediately desparched with a marifc o,
signed by the commodore and general, tequuiag tie -
habitants of the neutial 1sland of Domiuica te surtender.
and take the oaths of allegiance to his mujesty King
George. The manifesto bemng read o the people of
Rosean, some of the prmeipal inhabitants set off m a
boat, and went on boaid the English fleet. Their belia-
viour and conver-ation discovered no dishike to the Bri-
tish government, on the contrary, they scemed very well
pleased that his majesty s forces had come to take posses-
son of 1he istand.  But when they were put on shore in
the afternoon, they. a< well as the rest of the inhabitants,
were encouraged by the French governor, Mr. Longprice,
to stand on the delensnve, and to declaie they would not
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tamely suriender, wlile they had arms m therr hands.
As soon as this determination was known, the ships au-
choied as near a possible to the shore, aad the necescary
dispositions vwere made for landing the tioops  This was
cffected about five n the evenmg, under cover of the
shipping.  They foimed quickly on the beach, and, while
the main disision took possession of the town, the corps
of grenadiets, consisting of the companies of the fourth
and twenty-second regiments, seized a flanking battery,
and part of the adjoinmng intrenchment, which had been
abandoned. But the eacmy continued to annoy the Bri-
tish tioops by thewr musquetry fiom behind bushes and
tiees, and by thewr cannon fired from a batlery which
overlooked the town. By this means the troops might
have suffered greatly during the mght, the cnemy, per-
haps, might have been reinforced before moinmg, and,
fortified m a strong post with four intienchments on a
steep hull, might have been enabled to make a vigorous
defence. Lord Rollo, therefore, judged it hest to orde:
them to be immediately dislodged by the grenadiers sup-
potted by the battalions: which service was petformed
with vo much oider and rapidity, that, before night, the
Y¥rench were diiven successtvely from all thewr mntrench-
wments, and the battery above them, where Colonel Melwll
immediately took post with his grenadiers. Lord Rollo
continned at therr advanced post during the night, having
established & communication, by proper guaids, with the
vest of the f1oops who possessed the town. Next day he
ecglablished his head-quarters at Roseau, where he received
the submussion of the mhabitants, who came to lay down
their aims, and take the oaths of allegiance to his Bri-
tannic majesty.

VWihile this mmportont conquest was acquired by the
assistance of part of the squad:on belongmg to the Lee-
ward Islands, the remainder weie employed m protecting
the British tiaders, and scouring those seas of the Mar-
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tinico privateers, of which they took a great number,
Nor was the squadron stationed off Jamaica less vigilant,
or less alert; Rear-admiral Holmes, who commanded
there, planned his cruises with judgment, and executed
them wwith success. Having received intelligence in the
beginning of June, that several ships of war belonging to
the enemy had sailed from Port Louis, he immediately
made such a disposition of his squadron as was most likely
to intercept them. He himself 1 the Hampshire fell in
with the 8t. Anne, and chaced her to leeward down upon
the Centaur. The French captain, perceiving this last
ship, and dreading the danger of being between two fires,
hauled up between them, and ran close in shore, until he
was becalmed about a league to the northward of Donna
Maria bay. The Centaur chaced, and got up along-side ;
upon which the Frenchman, who had fired his stern
chace, struck his colows, and surrendered a very fine
ship, pierced for siaty-four guns, loaded with coffee,
sugar, and indigo, and manned with near four hundred
sailors and marines.

Earlier in the same year, the French were foiled in an
attempt to regain a footing on the coast of Africa. They
were too sensible of the advantages attending the lucrative
trade of this coast, to remam satisfied under a total ex-
clusion from it. In order to recover some part of what
they had lost, they sent two frigates to surprise James
fort, at the mouth of the Gambia. The little garrison
there, received them with such resolution, that one fri-
gate was forced on shore, and lost; and the other sailed
off, after having sustained considerable damage. There
had been two more frigates appointed by the French
to act on this service. But these had been intercepted
by Sir Edward Hawke’s squadron, stationed in the bay
of Quiberon.

This unimportant capture, and that of a few merchant-
men of little value, did not justify to the nation the in-
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activity in which the Biitish squadron on the coast of
France had been allowed to 1emain. Something of greater
consequence was expected fiom such a powerful aima-
ment, under the direction of such naval commandeis as
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Charles Hardy. But in the
month of March, to the geneial surprise and indignation
of the public, the two admurals returned to Spithead, and
another squadron, with a great body of land forces on
board, was afterwards sent to occupy their station This
squadron consisted of the Sandwich, nimety guns; the
Valiant, Temeiaire, Toibay, Dragon, and Swiftsure,
seventy-four guns each; the Piince of Orange, seventy
guns, the Hampton Court and Essex, sixty-four guns
each, the Achilles, sixty guns; and several frigates, bomb-
ketches and fire-ships, with upwards of an hundied
transports, carrying nine hundred soldiets, under the com-
mand of Major-general Hodgson. The expedition was
intended against Belleisle, the reduction of which, it was
imagined, would be attended with inconsiderable diffi-
culties and many advantages. This island 1s between
twelve and thirteen leagues m circumference, and the
largest of all the European islands belo:ging to the
French king. It contans only one city, called La Palais,
three country towns, one hundred and three villages, and
about five thousand inhabitants, who live by the natural
fertility of the soil, and the curing and vendmng of pil-
chards. There are thiee harbours in this island, Palais,
Lauzion, and Goulfard, every one of which labours under
some considerable defect. But, although the larbours
are bad, small privateers might issue from thence greatly
to the molestation of the French coasting trade, and the
fleet of England might ride between these harbours and
the continent of France, in a well-protected road. The
real advantages, however, arising from this conquest,
were not the only inducements to undertahe 1t. Nothing
could wound more cruelly the pride of France than the

12t
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acquusition of what might Le regarded as a pai. of ac-
cvast; and, at the same time, the jealousy of apam weuly
be less alaimed by our advantages wm this  rarter, than
by those which we might obtam by pushing ous conquests
in the West Indies.

The {leet cailed fiom Spithead, on the 29th of Yarch.
m three divisions, commanded by Comnmodore Heppel.
Sn Thomas Stanhope, and Captan Larton  On tie 5th
of Aprid, a westerly wind enabled tazm to appreach the
coast of Tiance, and the Commodore detached scveral
frigates, with oiders to stetion themselves in such a
manner as might ntercept the cneny’s communication
with the continent  Next morning tne fleet passed along
the southein shere of the 1.dond, and came to an anchor
in e great road, about twelve o'clock at noon. The
commanders agreed, that the descent ought to be made
on the south-cast extremity of the i-land, near the Point
T.omaria  But, m order to amuse the cnewy, a feint was
made to attack the citadel of Palais, while two large slups
conveyed the tioops to the intended landmng place, and
-ilenced a battery which the cnemy had there erected.
The flat-bottomed boats were now approaching the shore,
and abeut two hundred and sty had actually landed
under the command of Major Puicel and Captain (s-
borne, when the cnemy, suddenly appearing on the height~,
poured in <uch a <evere fire as threw them mto the utmo-t
confusion, and intimidated the rest of the troops fiom
fardmg, Captam Osborne, at the head of sisty gie-
nac.crs, advanced with great mitrepidity so near as to
exchange several thrusts with the Irench officer. But
the handful of men which he commanded were soon over-
poviered by numbers. He himself, as well as Major
Purcel and two cea officers, were shot, and the attempt
ended with the loss of above five hundied killed, wounded,
or tz\xken prisoners. This discouraging check was suc-
cecded by tempestuous weather. which did consideiable
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damage to the large vessels, and staved or overcet twenty
flat-bottomed boats.

These disasters did not dispinit the Enghsh comman-
ders. They determined to examine the whole coast, in
order to find a place more favourable for another attack.
As soon as the weather afforded them the prospect of
making a second trial, they pitched on a place near the
above-mentioned port of Lomaria, where the excessive
steepness and difficulty of the rocks had rendered the
enemy less attentive than elsewhere. On the 22d of
April, m the mornimng, the troops were disposed m flat-
bottomed boats, and rowed toward different parts of the
island, which distracted the French operations, and
obliged them to divide their forces. Meanwhile Captain
Paterson, at the head of Beauclerk’s grenadiers, and
Captain Murray, with a detachment of marines, landed
near Lomaria, mounted the precipice with astonishing
intrepidity, and sustained the whole fire of the enemy,
until they were reinforced by the approach of the greatest
part of the English troops The French then retired
before the bayonets of the British soldiers, leaving many
of their wounded companions and several field-pieces.
Nor was the action without loss on our side. Forty men
weie killed, and many more wounded, among whom were
Colonel Mackenzie and Captain Murray of the marines,
and Captain Paterson, of Beauclerk’s grenadiers, who
lost his arm m the engagement.

The whole army bemg now landed, Mr. de St. Croix
ordered all his out-posts to repair to a camp under the
walls of the town of Palais, where he determined to make
a vigorous defence, his forces, when jowed by the miliia

. of the 1sland, amounting to four thousand men fit for
service. On the 23d of Amil, the English treops were
formed into columns, and began their march toward the
capital of the 1sland. Next day General Hodgson ordered
a detachment of light horse to take post at Sauzon; and,

YOL. V. K
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on the 25th, a corps of infantry took possession of a vil-
lage called Brodilla ; and the whole army intrenched itself
in that neighbourhood. The tempestuous weather ren-
dering it impossible to bring on shore the artillery and
implements necessary in a siege, the French governor
seized this opportunity to erect six redoubts for defend-
ing the avenues of Palais, the citadel of which had been
planned and fortified with admirable skill by the cele-
brated Vauban. General Hodgson, compelled by neces-
sity to defer his military operations, published a manifesto,
addressed to the inhabitants, offering them the free en-
joyment of their religious and crvil rights, provided they
would submit themselves to the protection of the English
government; an assurance which had considerable effect
on the natives, but produced no alteration on the reso-
lution of the governor, who, when summoned to sur-
vender, declared he was determined to defend the place
to the last exfremity. About the latter end of April, some
mortars being brought up, began to play upon the town,
and the besiegers broke ground on the 2d of May. The
day after, m the evening, the enemy attacked the trenches
with great vigous, and thiew thé piquets on the left in
confusion. Notwithstanding the efforts of General Craw-
ford, who performed every thing that could be expected
from the bravery and conduct of an experienced officer,
the works of the besiegers were destroyed, several hun-
dreds of their wen were killed, and the general with
kis two aid-du-camps fell into the hands of the enemy.
The French did not attempt to push the advantage any
farther, by attacking the piquets on the right, who had
prepared to gsve them a warm reception. They retired
after (heir first success, and alloned the British to repair
the damage which they had sustamed. This was done m
less than fweuty-four hours, and a redoubt was also begun
on the right of the works to prevent a second surprise.
From this time the siege was carried on with the utmost
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vigour: and the besieged gave such continual proofs of
their courage and activity, as confirmed the reputation of
Mr. de St. Crom for a gallant officer, consummate in the
art of war. The engineers bemng unammously of opinion
that the works could not be properly advanced until the
French redoubts should be taken, the general made the
disposition for that purpose on the loth. The attack
began at day-break, with four pieces of cannon and thirty
cohorns, which poured a terrible fire mto the redoubt on
the right of the enemy’s flank. This opened a way for a
detachment of marmnes, sustained by part of Loudon’s
regiment, to advance to the parapet, and, with fixed
bayonets, to drive the French from the works, and take
possession of the post. The other redoubts were suc-
cessively reduced by the same detachment remforced by
Colvill’s regiment, and the enemy were compelled, after
great slaughter, to take shelter in the citadel. Such was
the ardour of the assailants, that they entered the streets
of Palais pell-mell with the fugitives ; and having taken
possession of the town, they released the English prisoners
above mentioned.

The defence being now eonfined entirely to the citadel,
which could have no communication cither with the rest
of the island or with the continent of France, it was
evident that the place must soon be obliged to surrender
for want of provisions  But Mr. de St Croix determined
to sell it as dealy as possible, and to mamntmn his own
honour at least, if he could not the possession of the
citndel of Palais. On the part of the English nothing
was neglected. Parallels were finished, barricadoes made,
batteries constructed, an 1mcessdnt fire from meortars and
artillery was maintained day and night, from the 13th of
May il the 25th. Then the fire of the cnemy began to
abate; by the end of May a breach was made in the
citadel; and, notwithstanding the indefatigable industry
of the governer in repairing the damage, the fire of the
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besiegers increased to such a degree, that the breach
became practicable by the 7th of June, and the place
was apparently no longer tenable. Then Mr. de St.
Croix capitulated upon terms not unworthy of his noble
defence, and the garrison marched out with the honours
of war.

Thus was the whole island of Belleisle reduced under
the English government, after a defence of two months,
in the course of which we lost eighteen hundred men
killed and wounded. The loss most regretted was that
of Sir Wilham Wilhams, a young gentleman of great
talents and expectations, who had already made a dis-
tingmished figure 1 parhament. He was the third gen-
tleman of fashion, whom, in this war, the love of glory
had brought to an honourable death in hostile expediuions
against the coast of I'rance.

Having particularized the successful operations of the
British squadrons in the taking of Belleisle, Domsnica,
and Pondicherry, as well as in defeating the projects
which the French meditated against our settlements on
the coast of Afiica, we shall mention the exploits per-
fermed by -ingle cruisers in the course of the year, many
of which conter the highest honour on the British flag.
Captaia Elphinstone, commander of the Richmond frigate,
of thirty-two guns and two hundred and twenty men, sta-
iioned on the coast of Flanders, bemg informed that a
French fiigate called the T'elicité had made a prize of an
English merchantman, sailed in quest of the enemy, and
coming 1n sight of her, about eleven at mght on the 25d,
a severe ergagement began next day, about ten in the
morning, near Gravesande, which is but eight miles dis-
tant from the Hague. The vicinity of the place induced
the young prince of Orange, as well as the ambassadors
of England and France, to set out, in order to view the
combat, in the issue of which, as the ships were exactly
of equal force, the honour of the two nations was mate-
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rially interested. About noon both ships ran ashore,
along-side of each other, and in this situation the fight
continued with great obstinacy, till the French abandoned
their quarters, their ship being much damaged, the cap-
tain slain, and above one hundred men killed or wounded.
The Richmond soon floated, without sustaining any con-
siderable hurt, having obtained the victory at the expense
of three men killed, and thirteen wounded. The French
ambassador loudly exclaimed against this attack as a
violation of the Dutch neutrality, and demanded signal
reparation for the mnsult and mjury whick his countrymen
had sustained. But the Dutch at that time did not think
it convenient to urge their remonstrances with vehemence,
and they were answered 1n such a manner by the British
ambassador as prevented any difficulties arising between
the two courts.

On the 23d of the same month, Captain Hood, com-
manding the Minerva frigate of thirty-two guns and twe
hundred and twenty men, cruising 1n the chops of the
channel, descried a large ship of two decks steering to the
westward. This was the Warwick of sixty guns taken
from the English, the most boasted capture the enemy had
made in the course of the war. She had formeily cairied
sixty, but now was mounted with only thirty-six guns,
and commanded by Mr. le Verger de Belair. Her crew
amounted to about three hundred men, including a com-
pany of soldiers intended as a remforcement to the gar-
rison of Pondicherry. Notwithstanding her superiority,
Captain Hood gave chace, and, the wind blowing a fresh
easterly gale, he came up with her at twenty minutes past
ten. His attack was warmly returned; the fire on both
sides was terrible. Several masts of both ships were shot
away, and they fell foul of one another, while the sea ran
very high; so that the crews weie greatly encumbered by
their broken masts and shattered rigging. 'The high sea
separated them, and the Warwick fell to leeward. About
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a quarter afier eleven the Minerva's bowsprit was carried
away, and the fore-mast soon followed it. This misfor-
tune made Captain IHood almost despair of eoming up
with the envmy, who had gotten three leagues to leeward,
However, he clearcd his ship with incredible activity, and
bearing down, renewed the attack about four o’'clock. In
three quarters of an Lour the enemy struck, having thir-
tecn men killed and thirty-five wounded. The loss of
men was equal on board the Minerva, and all her masts
were destroyed : nevertheless, her prize wa- conveyed in
triumph to Spithead.  On the 8th of the same month,
Captain Iiood had taken the Iicmedl privateer belonging
10 Bayonne, of fourteca guns and one hundred and twenty-
two men.

On the 13th of March, another French ship called the
Entreprenant, built for forty-four guns, but mounted with
twenty-six, having two hundred men on board and a rich
cargo, bound for St. Demingo, was encountered near the
Land’s-end by the Vengeance frigate commanded by
Captain Nightingale. The Vengeance was mounted with
twenty-six guns, nine and four pounders, and carried two
bundred men. There was a great disparity in the size of
the ships and in the weight of metal. But the English
captain, as usual, gave chace, and got up with the enemy
at five o’clock n the afternoon, The action was main-
tained on both sides with uncommon fury, and continued
for near an hour, duting which time the Vengeance being
set on fire, the Entieprenant ran her bowsprit upon the
taffaiil of the English fiigate, with an intention to hoard
her. In this design, however, the French miscarried
through the skhill and activity of Captain Nightingale,
who found means to clear hims=el(, and stood to leeward,
in order to repair his rigging. The ship was no svoner in
proper condition than he ranged close up agair to the
enemy, whose fire was still directed against the rigging of
the English frigate, which, after this secoud attack had
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iasted above an hour, being again disabled, allowed the
enemy to sheer off, and bear away. But the English a
second time repaired thewr damage, wore ship, ran up
within pistol-shot, and began a third attack more furious
than any of the preceding. The engagement continued an
hour and an half before the Entreprenant called for
quarter. She had fifteen men killed, and twenty-four
wounded. The Vengeance had an equal number wounded,
but only six men killed.

These losses did not complete the misfoitunes of the
French navy, duimg the present year, in the Biitish scas.
In April, a French frigate called the Comete, of thirty-two
guns, and two hundred and fifty men, just sailed from
Brest, was taken by Captain Deane of the Bedford man-
of-war, and conveyed safely into Portsmouth. About the
same time Captain Bograve of the Albany sloop of sixteen
guns and one hundred and twenty-five men, came up with
the Pheasant frigate, of equal force, after a chace of twenty-
eight hours, The French captain, having thrown his guns
overboard, struck as soon as the Albany came alongside
of him, and the prize was carried 1to Spithead. In the
course of the same month a large East India ship, fitted
out from France, with twenty-cight guns and three hun-
dred and fifty men, fell in with tie Hero and the Venus,
commanded by the Captains Fortescue and Ilarrison, and
being taken without opposition, was carried into Ply-
mouth.

The same spirit of enterprise and activity distinguished
the crusers belonging to the squadron commanded by
Vice-admmiral Saunders in the Mediterranean. In the
beginning of April the Onflamme, a French ship of forty
guns, bemng off Cape Tres Foreas, was deserted by*the
Isis of fifty guns, commanded by Captain Wheeler. The
Englich captan gave chace, and came up with the enemy
about six 1n the evemng ; but the Frenchman, having the

advantage of the wind, maintamned a running figh vll ,
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half-past ten, during which Captain Whéeler unfortunately
was shot. The command devolved on Lieutenant Cun-
ningham, who perceiving it to be the enemy’s intention to
reach, if possible, the neutral coast of Spain, ordered his
men to board her, which was done with great bravery ;
and, her commander in a short time submitting, she was
brought ito the bay of Gibraltar. The number of her
killed and wounded amounted to forty-five; the loss of the
Isis did not excced four killed, and nine wounded. The
next action in those seas was much more destructive to the
British sailors. The Thunderer, Captain Proby, in com-
pany with the Modeste, Thetis, and Favourite sloop,
cruised off the coast of Spain, with a view to intercept the
Achilles and Bouffon, two French ships of war, which lay
in the harbour of Cadiz. These were descried on the 16tk
of July by the British ships, which gave them chace. The
Thunderer came up with the Achilles about midnight,
and, after a shurt but warm action of half an hour, obliged
the enemy to stitke. The French had, on this occasion,
fired their guns with more effect than usual; for in the
English ship forty men were killed, and upwards of one
hundred wounded: among the latter was the captain.
The Thetis pursued the Bouffon, but could not bring her
to an engagement till seven next morning. The engage-
ment was maintained on both sides with great impetuosity
for the space of half an hour, when the Modeste ranging
up, and thus puiting the French ship between two fires,
compelled her to submit. The victors carried their prizes,
which bad been much damaged in their rigging, and suf-
fered great loss in their crews, into the bay of Gibraltar.
These advantageous captures weie preludes to one of
the most remarkable aud glorious actions that distinguished
the whole war. On the 10th of August, CaptainFaulkner
of the Bellona, a ship of the line, and Captain Logie of
the Brilliant, a frigate of thirty guns, sailed from the river
Tagys for Bngland, and on the 14th discovered three sail
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standing in for the land, one of the line-of-battle, and twe
frigaies. These vessels had no sooner descried Captain
Faulkner, than they bore down upon him until within
the distance of seven miles, when seemng the Bellona and
the Brilhant through the magmiying medium of a hazy
atmosphere, they concluded they were both two-decked
ships, and, dreading the 1ssue of an engagement, resolved
to avoid 1t by flight. The English captains, judging them
to be enemies by their crowding sail to escape, immediately
chaced, wiuch continued all mght. At five in the morning
they approached so near as to discern the Courageux, a
seventy-four gun ship, and two fiigates of thirty-six guns,
the Malicieuse and the Hermione. The French captain
now perceived, that ore of the English vessels was a fi1-
gate; and the Bellona, being one of the best constructed
ships in the English navy, lay so flush in the water, that
she appeared at a distance considerably smaller than she
really was. The Frenchman, therefore, no longer declined
the engagement, but hoisted # red ensign in the mizen-
ehrouds as a signal for his two frigates to close with and
attack the Brilliant. At the same time he took i his
studding sails, wore ship, and stood for the Bellona, while
Captain Faulkner advanced with an easy sail, manned hs
quarters, and made every necessary disposition for an
obstinate engagement.

Both commanders had a fair opportunity to measure
thewr strength and abilities. The wind was gentle, the
sea calm; the ships were of equal rates, their guns and
weight of metal the same. The Courageux had seven
hundred men ; the Bellona five hundred and fifty. While
the vessels came up with each other, the fire was sus-
pended on both sides till they were within pistol-shot.
The engagement then began with a dreadful fire of
muskets and artillery. In less than ten minutes all the
Bellona’s biaces, shrouds, and ngging, were tore and
shattered, and her mizen-mast went by the hoard, with
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the men on the round top, who saved their lives with
much difficulty, by clambering into the port-holes. Cap-
tan Faulkner, apprehensive that ihe enemy would seize
the opportunity of his being disabled, to sheer off, gave
orders for immediate boarding ; but the Courageux, by
falling athwait the how of her enemy, rendered this alto-
gether impract:cable. In this position the English ship
nught be raked fore and aft with great execution. The
haul-yards, and most of the other ropes by which she
could be worked, were already shot aw ay. DBut Captan
Faulkner made use of the studding sails with such dex-
terity as to wear the ship quite round, and his officers
and men, perceiving this change of pesition, flew to the
guns on the othei side, now opposed to the enemy, from
which they poured a terrible discharge, which continued
twenty minutes without intermission or abatement. The
fire became so intolerable that the French hauled down
their ensign, and called for quarter. The damage done
to the rigging of the Bello®a was considerable ; but she
had suffered very little in the hull, and the number of the
killed and wounded did not exceed forty. The Coura-
geux, on the other hand, appeared like a wreck on the
water. Nothing was scen but her fore-mast and boyy-
sprit; her decks were torn up mn several places, and large
breaches w ere made in her sides. Above two hundred and
twenty of her men were killed, and half that number of
wounded were brought on shore at Lisbon, to which place
the prize was conveyed. '

During the action between the larger <hips, Captain
Logie of the Brilliant had displayed the most signal
courage and address. He could not attempt to board, or
expect to make piize of two ships, each of which was of
equal strength with fus own. But he so managed his
attack and defence as to keep the two French frigates
continually employed, and to prevent either of them from
giving the smallest assistance to the Courageux. Finally,
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hie obliged them both to sheer off, and to consult their
safety by fhight, afier they bad suffered considerably
therwr masts and rigging.

In all the engagements which we have described, the
advantage was continually on the side of the Enghsh.
The French nerther managed their ships with that facihity;
nor fought their guns with that dexterity and skill, which
appeared 1n all the operations of their opponents. Their
aukwardness in woitking ship may be asciibed to inex-
perience ; but therr mferioniiy m managing their guns, it
is impossible to refer to any such cause. The Fiench
satlors aie regularly taught the practical part of gunnery,
an advantage which the English, in geneial, have lttle
opportunity to acquire. But even hece the Eiitish seamen
shewed themselves, on every occasion, superiour to the
enemy; a supertonly owmg, not to then education or
discipline, but to that biavery and resolution which never
forsake them 1n the moment of danger, but allow them to
remain tn full possession of therr faculties at a time when
the Fiench aie rendered meapable, thiough fear, of any
vigorous exertion eriher of mind o1 body

In the comse of the year 1701, the French lost one
hundred and seventeen privateers and aimed meichant-
men, which mounted six hundred and ninety-esght car-
riage-guns and two hundied and thnty-nine swivels, and
carried five thousand five hundied and seventy-six men,
exclusive of fom Indiamen, the cargoes of which were
valued at near four hundied thousand pounds, ard mamy
unarmed merchant-ships. Their royal navy was deprived
of six ships of the hine and eight frigates, which together
carried six hundied and thirty-six guns and six thousand
two hundred and forty men. In the course of the same
year the Enghsh lost eight hundred and fourteen mere
chantmen, a propoction of three to one. which arose from
the inattention of the English vessels to the orders of the
convoys sent {o protect thcm, from the immense numbers
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of themn which covered the seas, and from the enemy’s
venturing the whole remains of their strength in privateers
fitted out in order to interrupt our commerecial navigation.
Among all the vessels that were taken, we find but one of
any considerable value, the Ajax East Indiaman, Captain
Lindsey, from Bengal, valued at two hundred thousand
pounds. Excepting the Warwick, which was retaken,
the royal navy lost but one small vessel, the Speedwell
cutter of eight guns; and the captain was honourably
acquitted by a court-martial, who were unanimously of
opimion, that the said cutter, being taken in the harbour
of Vigo, was an illegal capture. There is a circumstance
which shews 1n a clearer light than the number of captures,
the general result of the naval advantages obtained by
Great Britain. Notwithstanding the various exchanges
made by cartel ships in the course of the year, we still
retained in our possession upwards of twenty-five thousand
French prisoners; whereas the number of English pri-
soners in France did not exceed one thousand two
hundred.

Notwithstanding many spirited exertions of the English
navy in the year 1761, it is obvious, that the naval as well
as the mhitary operations of Great Britain had continued
gradually to langwish during the course of two years. The
French, like ruined gamesters, had little more to lose,
and the smallness of the stake produced a degree of
phlegm and indifference in the victors, which deprived
them of their wonted activity. Besides this, all their
external glory could not alleviate their domestic sufferings.
Great Britain groaned under a burden of an hundred
millions, without enjoying any other consolation than that
of seeing her opponent as much indebted, and more ex-
hausted, than herself. Had the parties, therefore, been
left to their own strength and resources, there would
speedily have been an end of the contest. But France, by
a dexterity of negociation, of which there is hardly an



OF KING GEORGE IIL

example in history, acquired, at the end of a most ruinous
war, such a powerful and hearty assistance as afforded her
the fairest hopes of retrieving all her misfortunes. We
have already hinted at the partiality of Spain 1n the causz
of our enemies, and the motsves of her uneasiness at the
unexampled success of the British arms These weie
heightened by the intrigues of the French ambassador at
the court of Madrid, so that while our aitful and am-
bitious i1val was negociating a treaty at London, and
seemed desirous of procuring the blessings of peace by
the most humiliating concessions, her mimster at the
Spanish court was employed i such measures as, instead
of extingmshing the flames of war, tended to spread them
more widely, and to make them rage with redoubled fury.
Every concession on the part of I'rance was a new incenuve
to the animosity of Spain  When the negociation of the
peace, therefore, seemed nearest to a conclusion, 1t was
precisely at that time the farthest removed from an happy
issue, for then was the moment for Spam to interpose,
and, at one explosion, to blow up the whole baus of the
treaty. Along with a very agreeable plan for an accom-
modation, Mr Bussy, the French agent at Loudon, deli-
vered a private memorial, signifying, that, in order to
establish the peace upon the most solid foundation, it
might be proper to invite the king of Spain to guaiantee
and confirm it, and for this purpose it would be necessary
finally to adjust the differences which subsisted between
the crowns of Span and England Ile condescended on
three points which had been disputed between these
crowns, the restitution of the captures which had been
made on the Spamsh flag, the privilege of the Spamish
nation to fish on the banks of Newfoundland, and the de-
molition of the Enghsh settlements made in the bay of
Honduras.

When these unexpected proposals were made, the manly
wpirit of Mr. Pitt rejected, with the utmost scorn, the idea
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of negouating the disputes of his nation. with Spain, =
power with which we were actually at peace, through the
niedium of an enemy humbled and almost at our fect.
He called on the Spanish ambassador to disavow this
exiraordinary memorial, which was equally mnsolent and
irregular, as matters of such high moment, ielating to
the interests of Spuin, ought nct to have been proposed
by a Trench agent, commissioned to negociate a particular
and distinct business, when the Spaniards had an ambas-
sador residing in London, from whem no intimation of
these matters had been previcusly received. But the
Spaniard, when thus called upon, mstead of disavowing,
openly acknowledged and justificd the step taken by Mr.
de Bussy. He declaied, that the kings of France and of
Spain were united noc only by the ties of blood but by
mutual interest Tlc magnified the humanity and great-
ness of mind which lus most christian majesty demon-
strated in the proposiuon which had so unjustly givem
offence. Ie insisted much on the sincere desirve of peace,
the only motive which influenced the eonduct of the two
monarchs, and concluded haughtily, that, if his master
had been governed by any othet piinciples, ¢ his catholic
¢ majesty, giving full scope to his greatness, would have
& spolen from himself, and as became his dignity.”

Mr. Pitt had penetration enough to see through the veil
that covered this hostile declaration. He perceived, that
there was a peifeet umon of affections, interests, and
councils between the two courts: that Spain must inevi-
tably coincide with all the measures of France ; and that, if
she deferred to declare war, it was only for her own econ-
venience, and especially because che watted the arrival of
her flota from Amenica. Totally possessed with this idea,
the minister determined to act with a magnanimity be-
commg the dignity of his nation.

Great Britain was singularly circumstanced at this
period of time. She had cairied on a continental war
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agamst France, Austria, the Empune;, Russma in a word,
all the gieat northern powers on the coutinent.  She Lad
destroyed the maine, the comme:ce, and tae colonies of
Trance ‘The interference of Spam alone was wanting to
set her at wai with all the greet powers of Ewope and
Spam 1s precisely that country agamst which she can at
all times contend, with the fanest prospect of advantage
and honour. That extensie moenarchy, though vigorous
at the extiemities, 1> cxbausted at the heart, her re-
sources lie at a great distance, and whatever power com-
mands the ocean, may command the wealth and commerce
of Spamn

The situation of Great Britain, as vwell as the character
of the mimster, soared above the tinid policy which com-
monly prevails in modern courts. There was not only a
gieat man, but a gieat occasion, which 15 often wanting to
a gieat man to display the full foice of his mind Mr.
Pitt asseited, with the magnanumous patiotism of an
ancient Roman, that, despising useless cerem.onies and
msignficant forms, we ought to constder the evasions of
the Spamsh court as a refusal of satisfaction, and that re-
fucal as a suffictent declaration of war. we ought, there-
fore, from prudence as well as fiom spuit, to sccure to
ourselves the first blow by interrupting the Spantsh
1esources in their arrival to Lurope, and by the same
early and effective measures, which had reduced France
to a dependence on Spam,- disable Spamn fiom giving
assistance to France. Tlus procedure was suited to the
offended majesty of the British empire, and would teach
Spamn and every other power the danger of presuming to
dictate in our aflairs, or to intermeddle with a menacing
mediation, as insidious as 1t was audacious He would
allow our enemies, whether secret or declaied, ne time to
think and recollect themselves.

The sentiments of Mr. Pitt shoched the delicacy of his
collcagues 1 adminstration  They talked of the chu-
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merical heroism of unnece-sarily entering on a war, and
of seching new enemics, while po mention was made of
nev alliey, ner 12dced of any new resouree whatsoever.
To plunge 1:7¢ sack measares could not fail to-alarm and
scandalize all Eurepe. The Spangh king’s partiality in
favonr ef France was still doubtful : but had we real cause
not only for susvicion bt complamnt, the law of nations
and of reason requires, that recourse should be had to
expostulation, and demands of satisfaction. 1If these
failed of success, then is the time to tuke up arms, after
employing the formss universally acknowledged among
civilized nations as necessary to distinguish lawful war
from lawless violence and oppression. This unseasonable
opposition transported the mmister beyond the bounds of
moceration. }le affirmed, ¢ That thue was the time for
% humbling the whole house of Bourben; that, if this
* opportunity were let sl.p, 1t might never be recovered,
“ and, if he could not prevail in this instance, he was
¢ resolved to sit no longer i that council; that being
“ called to the ministry by the voice of the people, to
¢ whom he was accountable for his conduct, he wonld
% not remain 1 a situation wineh made him responsible
¢ for measures which he was not permitted to guide.”
Accordingly he resigned the seals the 9th of October, and
his colleagues continued to negociate by means of Lord
Bristol, ambassacor at the court of Madrid, for nearly
two months longer. Mr. Wall, the prime mumister of
Spam, was repeatedly solicited, in moderate and inof-
fensive terms, to disclose the nature of the treaty, which,
as the French industriously circulated, had taken place
among all the differeat branches of the house of Bourben.
As often as the question was proposed, it was artfully
avoided. Atlength, Lord Bristol being instructed to make
the demand with greater force, Mr. Wall entered into a
long and bitter compla:nt against England, accused her of
irsolence and ambition, of a boundless desire of conguest
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and dominion, and of having shewn to the waild, by the
haughtmness of her late proceedings, that she imntended to
diwve the French from all their possessions in the new
world, that she might have an easier task in seizing the
Spanish dominions in those parts, that he would be the
man to advise the king of Spain not to suffer hus territcrres
to be invaded, without arming his subjects 1n their defence.
As to the question which had been so often put to him, he
gave no other reply, but that the king hie master had
thought proper to renew his family compacts; and then,
as if he had gone faither than he was authorised, he
suddenly changed the discourse, and continued his de-
clamatory nvective against Great Britam  This was the
happy effect of the measures of the Enghsh munistry,
whose forbearance and good breeding were repaid by insult
and reproach. At length their patience forsook them;
they perceived that longer moderation would be construed
into fear, and they sent orders to Lord Bristol to renew
his istances concerning the treaty with becoming firmness,
while at the same time he signified, that a refusal to dis-
close 1ts contents, or to disavow an intention to take part
with our enemies, would be considered as an aggression
on the part of Spain, and an absolute declaration of war.
The demand was made in the precise terms of the order,
and then the pride of Spain tore asunder that veil which
her policy had so long thought proper to assume Her
flota was by this time safe in the harbour of Cadiz. She
was now securc as to her interest, and could give full
scope to her resentment. Mr. Wall, therefore, replied to
the English requisition in these memorable words : ¢ That
« the spirit of haughtiness and discord, which dictated
¢ this inconsiderate demand of the English ministry, and
¢ which, for the misfortune of mankid, still reigns so
¢ much in the British government, is what has made the
¢ declaration of war; that in that moment the war was
¢« declared, when the king’s dignity was attacked; and
¥OL. Ve 1:
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“ that the English ambassador might return how and
¢ when he thought proper.”

The ea:l of Bristol quitted Madrid the 17th of De-
cember ; and soon after the Spanish ambassador left
London. Europe was thus plunged into a new war by
the very means which had been used to draw her out of
an old one. A mere punctilio, if we can+possibly believe
Mr. Wall, was the motive which weighed with his master
and hiwself, and prompted their humane magnanimity to
involve one half of Europe in discord and misery. But
whoever diligently attends to the measures of the Spanish
court from the memorial presented by Mr. de Bussy to the
final amwer of Mr. Wall, will perceive, that their motives
to hostility were of a nature more serious and importaht.
The insult offered to the king’s honour in the question
proposed by Lord Bristol, might have been easily done
away. Spain might have required England to disavow
the proceedings of her ambassador, a request which, upon
sufficient security of the pacific intentions of the former,
the latter would readily have granted. But the insult to
the king’s honour was held out as a pretence for coming
to a rupture at a time which seemed to suit the interests of
Spain. The real cause of the war was her partiality for
the French, her uneasiness at seeing the eldest branch
of the house of Bourbon reduced to extremity, and her
jealousy of the growing power of England, whose renown
offended her pride, and whose naval greatness threatened
the safety of her distant dominions. It appeared, how-
ever, to Mr. Wall, to be below the dignity of the Spanish
monarch to avow reasons of disgust, in which fear seemed
to have any share. He therefore directed the Count de
Fuentes his ambassader at London, to carry on the farce,
and, before he left the Lnghsh court, to publish a paper
or wanifesto, in which he assigns, as the only cause of the
ruprure, the insulting manner in which the affairs of Spain
had been treated during Mr. Pitt’s administration. He
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Jeclaves to the British king, to the English nation, and to
the whole universe, that the hoirors of war, mto which
the Spaniards and Enghsh are gomng to plunge themselves,
must be attributed only to the immeasurable ambition of
‘him who heid the 1ems of the government, and whe
appears still to hold them, although by another hand;
that, 1f the respect due to royal majesty had been re-
garded, explanaticns wight have been had without any
difficulty . the mmisters of Spain might have said frankly
to those of England what the Count de Fuentes, by the
king’s express orders, declares publicly, ves that the much-
talked-of treaty 1s only a convention between the members
of the family of Bourbon, wherein theie 15 nothing that
has the least relation to the present war, that there 1s an
article for the mutual guaranty of the dominions of the
two sovereigns, but it is specified therein, that that
guaranty 1s not to be understood but of the dominions
which shall remain to France after the present war shall
" be ended

This extraordinary paper, which may be called the king
of Spain’s declaration of war agamst the right honourable
William Pitt, was evidently intended for the ignoble pur-
pose of sowing dissensions among the subjects of Great
Britain. It was answered 1n every article with the utmost
moderation, perspicuity, and force, in a memorial pub-
Lished by Lord Egremont, who succeeded Mr Pitt as
secretary for the southern department. 1t 1s obvious, that
the Spanish mamfesto, while 1t pretends to set forth the
purport of a tieaty dated the 15th of August, does not deny
the existence of any other treaty, which might more offen-
sively concern the interests of Great Britain; nor does it
say the least word that can explain the intentions of Spain,
or the farther engagements that she may have contracted
with France.

When the terms of this famous treaty came to be dis-
closed, it was found to contam articles sufficient to alarm

* 2
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not only Great Britain, against whose interests it was
particularly levelled, but all the other powers of Europe.
It was rather an act of incorporation, than of alliance
among the kings of France, Spain, the two Sicilies, the
duke of Parma, and all the branches of the Bourbon
house. It contained stipulations hitherto unheard of in
any treaty. By the 23d and 24th articles, the subjects of
the several branches of that august family are admitted to
a mutual naturalization, and to a general participation of
reciprocal privileges and immunities. They appear, by
the 26th article, to disclose to one another their alliances
and negociations. By the 17th and 18th they formally
engage not to make, or even to listen to any proposal of
peace from their common enemies, but by mutual consent,

being determined in time of peace, as well as in time of
war, to consider the interests of France and Spain as the

same, to compensate their several losses and advantages,

and to act as if the two monarchies formed only one and

the same power. There are but two restrictions to the’
extent of this scheme. The direct trade to America

forms an exception to the absolute community of interests,

and in the 8th article it is provided, that France shall not

be entitled to the assistance of Spain, when she is involved

in a war 1n consequence of her engagements by the treaty

of Westphaha, unless some maritime power take part in

those wars. This article plaiuly points at the object

against which the whole treaty was more immediately

directed. It indicates, that the direct and immediate

tendency of the whole is to affect England, and insinuates

to the other powers of Europe, that their connection with

England is the circumstance which is to provoke the re-

sentment, and call forth the activity of Spain.

Excepting these two restrictions, the family-compact
oroduced that entire union between the French and
Spanish monarchies, which was so much dreaded on the
Jeath of Charles 1I. and which it was the great ehject of
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the treaty of partition, and the war of the grand alliance,
to prevent. France acquired by negociation and mtrigue
what she could never acquire by force of arms, and, at
the close of an unfortunate war, obtained an advantage
greater than any she could have expected from the most
fortunate 1ssue of her affairs.

England was never placed 1n a more critical situation.
She had to contend not only against all the great conti-
nental powers, but against the principal naval strength
of Europe. When war was declared 1n January, 1762,
the Spaniards had at Ferrol eleven ships of the line ready
to sail, and their whole fleet amounted to one hundred
ships of war. ¥

The Frengh, upon the conclusion of the family-com-
pact, felt themselves animated with new vigour. The
shattered remains of their navy becaie of consideration
when united with that of Spain. The spirits of the people,
long sunk in despondency, revived, and great exertions
were made to put their fleet once more on a respectable
footing. The government tried every resource; private
merchants contributed the last farthing for equipping pri-
vateers, and several communities engaged to fit out men-
of-war at their own expense.

* Last of the Spamsh Fleet.

GLUNS. GUMNS
1 ship of 86 3 shipsof 30
1 eeees 84 T eveeee 26
2 vieeae 80 S ... . 2
1 secess 76 8 cieven 22
1 eeaees T4 5 tenee . 20
7 ceeese T0 S5 aieee . 18
28 wieaes 68 4 sveees 16
1 siee.. 64

1 .ieees 62 BOMB-RETCHES,
8 ..o 60 4 ...ie. 36
1 seiee. 58 1 ..ee . 14
3 cieees 50 TFour fue-ships.
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Great Britain enjoyed peculiar and sufficient advantages
to excite her activity, and to balance the combination of
all her enemies. The uniform tenor of success on our
side made the people believe themselves invincible; and
this belief, combined with the solid experience acquired in
such a variety of services, and so many sharp conflicts by
sea and land, inspired an enthusiasm of disciplined valour,
which indeed rendered it almost impossible to resist them.
The prospect of a Spanish war, while it held forth the
hopes of immense plunder, conspired with the prevailing
propensities, and roused to the most vigorous exertions of
public and private strength. Nor had the parliament,
which met the 3d of November, 1761, been wanting in
liberality to second the generous ardour of,the nation.
They went through the estimates with diligence, and
granted such liberal supplies as greatly exceeded those of
all former years. Seventy thousand seamen, including
nineteen thousand and sixty-one marines, were voted for
the service of the year 1762; the land forces were main«
tained at the number of sixty-seven thousand six hundred
and seventy+six, besides the militia of England, the two
regiments of fencible men in North Britain, the provincial
troops in North America, and sixty-seven thousand one
hundred and seventy-seven German auxiliaries to support
the war of Westphalia For the payment of the sea and
land forces, of subsidics to our German allies,, and of the
deficiencies of the grants of former sessions, they voted the
sum of eighteen millions six hundred and seventeen thou-
sand eight hundred and ninety-five pounds two shillings
and exght pence, of which twelve millions were borrowed
on remote funds, at four per cent. per annum, with an
addition of one per cent. per annum, for ninety-nine
year . '

When war was declared against Spain, his majesty
granted a comimission, empowering the admiralty to issue
letters of marque, for privateers to act against the subjects
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of that kingdom At the same time he communicated the
measure which the treaty between Spain and France had
compelled him to take, m a speech to both houses of par-
Liament. Such ample supphes were already granted, that
no farther demand was made on this account, and s¢
immensely had the power of England increased mn the
course of three reigns, that an union, the suspicion of
which had alarmed all Europe in the time of the grand
alliance, was beheld without the smallest symptom of fear
or despondency. The king of Great Britamn disdamed
not only to take any illiberal advantages of his enemues,
but even to retort their wrongs. Although his catholic
majesty detained the British ships m his ports, and laid
restraints on the British subjects within his dominions, the
subjects of Spain were left at entire iberty, and the mer-
chantmen which had arrived n Englhsh harbours, before
they had been apprized of the declaration of war, were
allowed to depart in safety. This magnanimity became
the dignity of the British nation. It 1s the part of fear to
snatch at every pitiful advantage. But had Britain de-
scended so low, 1t would have been unworthy of the grand
scene of action and glory, which was now ready to open
in remote parts of the earth.

The failure of the expedition against Martinico in 1759,
did not discourage our admmistration from maling this
island the object of another attempt. Martinico still fur-
nished a considerable resource to the declining commerce
of Frauce. It 1s the laigest of all the Caribbee 1slands,
advantageously situated between Barbadoes and Guada-
loupe, and to windward of Antigua and St. Christopher.
It extends twenty leagues in length, and is about one
hundred and thirty miles in circumference, indented,by a
great number of creeks and harbows, diversified with hill
and dale, shaded with wood, watered by many streams,
and produces a very considerable quantity of sugar, indige,
coffec, cotton, ginger, aloes, and pimento. Here the

153



152

NAVAL HISTORY

governor-general of all the French islands in the West
Indies resides, and here 1s established the sovereign
council, whose juusdiction extends over the French
Antilles, and even to the settlements of that crown in
the 1slands of St. Domingo and Tortuga. In a word,
Martinico is the most populous and flourishing of all the
French settiements across the Atlantic. Its towns and
harbours are strongly fortified ; the country itself is ren-
dered extremely difficult of access by woods, rivers, rocks,
and ravines; defended by e body of regular troops, be-
sides a disciplined mulitia consisting of ten thousand white
natives, and four times that number of negroes, whom
they can arm in cases of emergency. The acquisition of
Martinico would, m case of a peace, furnish us with a
place of the utmost importance, either to retamn or to
exchange; and, if Spamn was unchangeably determined
on a war, it would put us on a respectable footing 1n that
part of the world where the Spaniards are most vulnerable,
and where, every wound affecting the vitals of the state,
they feel with quickest sensibility.

The plan for prosecuting this important conquest had
been laid down by Mr. Pitt; the preparations had been
made, the officers appointed, and every necessary order
given for carrying the whole design into execution. Upon
a change of adminustration the project was not abandoned.
As every thing, which had been the object of war in North
America was by this time completely acquired, 1t was easy
to draw a considerable part of the army from that quatter.
A draught of eleven battalions was ordered fiom New
York, and also from the different bodies of troops that
were scattered among the Leeward islands. Rear-admiral
Rodney sailed from England in October, and took on
board his transports four battalions at Belleisle. The
general rendezvous was in the island of Barbadoes, where
the untted armaments {rom England and North America
amounting to eighteen battalions and as many ships of the
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line, besides frigates, bombs, and fire-ships, arrived in the
month of December. The land-forces alone fell little
shoit of twelve thousand men, and, taking the military
and naval together, it was such an armament as had never
before been seen 1 that part of the world. The fleet
proceeded from Barbadoes the 5th day of January, and
on the Sth anchored m St. Anne’s Bay on the eastern
coast of Martinico, after the ships had silenced some bat-
tertes which the enemy had erected on that part of the
island In the course of this service, the Raisonable, a ship
of the line, was, by the ignorance of the pilot, run upon a
reef of 10cks, from which she could not be disengaged;
but the crew were saved as well as the stores and artillery.
General Monkton, who commanded the land-forces, judged
this an improper place for a disembarkation, and therefore
detached the brigadiers Haviland and Gaant under a stiong
convoy to the bay of Petite Anse, where a battery was
cannonaded and taken by the seamen and marmes. The
detachment then effected a landing, and marched to the
ground opposite to Pigeon island, which commands the
harbour of Fort Royal; but, the roads bemng found 1m-
passable for artillery, General Monkton thought it 1m-
proper to land the main body there, and proceeded to a
cieek called Cas Navires, where the whole forces were
disembarked on the 16th, without the loss of a man, the
fleet having been stationed so properly, and directing themr
fire with such effect, that the enemy was obliged in 2
short time to abandon the batteries erected to defend this
inlet.

When the landing was effected, the difficulties were fas
from being at an end. The inhabitants of Martinico seemed
determined to defend the island to the last extremlt}'.
Every pass was guarded and fortified. The detachment
which had first landed, were attacked in the might by a
body of grenadiers, freebooters, negroes, and mulattoes;
but these met with so warm a reception, that they weie
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compelled, after sustaining considerable loss, to retire wiiis
precipitation.

Thie general determined to attack the town and citadet
of Fort Royal, although his march thither was encumbered
with difficulties and dangers, there being many ravines
and gullies, very deep, and difficult of access, well covered
with batteries and redoubts, and defended by the slaves
as well as natives in arms. Besides the difficuliies of the
approach, the town and citadel are overlooked, and com-
manded by two very considerable eminences called Morane
Tortueson and Morne Garnier. Whilst the enemy kept
possession of these, it was impossible to attack the town.
They were protected like the other high grounds in this
island by natural ravines, strengthenéd by every con-
trivance of art. The Moine Tortueson, was first to be
attacked To favour this operation, a body of regular
troops and marines were ordered to advance en the right,
along the sea-side, towards the town, in order to take the
redoubt, which lay in the lower grounds. A thousand
sailors m flat bottomed boats rowed close to the shore to
assist them. On the left, toward the country, a corps of
light infantry, properly supported, was to get round the
enemy’s left, whilst the attack in the centre was made by
the British grenadiers, and the main body of the army,
under the fire of batteries which had been erected on the
opposite side with great labour and perseverance, the
cannon having been dragged upwards of three miles by
the seamen, across the enemy’s line of fire, to which they
exposed themselves with amazing indifference.

The attack, which was planned with so much judgment,
was executed with equal spirit and resolution. The Bri-
tish troops succeeded in every quarter. The epemy were
successively driven from post to post; some fled into the
town; others mounted to Morne Garnier; while the
English standard was displayed at Morne Tortueson.
But nothing decisive could be effected against the tows
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until the French were driven from the former eminence.
Tt was three days before proper dispositions could be made
for this purpose. During this interval the enemy’s whole
force sallied out of the town, or descended from the hill,
and attacked the English m thewr advanced posts. But
they were repelled with singular bravery, and, the ardour
of the British troops hurrymg them forward, they im-
proved a defensive advantage into an attack, passed the
ravines, mingled with the enemy, scaled the hill, seized
the batteties, and posted themselves on the summit of
Morne Garnier.

All the situations which commanded the town and citadel
were now secured, and the Enghish in the morning of the
28th, began to play their artillery; which the governor no
sooner observed than he ordered the chamade to be beaten,
and surrendered the place by capitulation. On the 4th of
February, the gates were delivered up to the English, and
next mornmg the garrison, to the number of exght hundred,
marched out with the honours of war. On the Tth, Pigeon
island, which was strongly fortified, and counted cne of
the best defences of the haibour, suriendered at the fisst
summons, and obtained a capitulation similar to that of
the citadel. Deputations were sent from different quar-
ters of the island by the inhabitants, desiring the same
terms. But the governor-general, Mr. de la Touche,
retired with his forces to St. Pierie the capital, which he
meant to defend with uncommon vigour. It 1s probable,
however, that when he arrived there, his opinion was
altered by the advice of the mhabitants. They saw the
English masters of all the rest of the island; they reflected
on the favourable capitulation which the island of Guada-
loupe had obtained, and the good faxth with which the terms
of this capitulation had been observed. Although they
changed masters, they changed neither laws nor religion ;
their property was more secure than under the ancient
government, their commerce more free and unrestraimed, and
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they were furnished with all necessaries from the dominions
of Great Britain; whereas formerly they depended for
subsistence upon the most precarious and hazardous me-+
thods of supply. These considerations had great weight
with the inhabitants of St. Pierre, who persuaded the
governor to send two deputies with proposals of capitula-
tion. On the 1ith the terms were settled, and the agree-
ment signed. On the 16th the English commander took
possession of St. Pierre, and all the posts in that neigh-
bourhood, while the governor-general, the lieutenant-
governor, the staff-officers, and ubout three hundred and
twenty grenadiers were embarked in transports to be con-
veyed to France. These signal successes were obtained
at the small expense of four hundred men, including a few
officers killed and wounded in the different attacks. Four-
teen French privateers were found in the harbour of Port
Royal, and a2 much greater number, from other parts of
the island, were delivered up to Admiral Rodney, in con-
sequence of the capitulation with the inhabitants, who in
all other respects were very favourably treated.

The surrender of Martinico, which was the seat of go-
vernment, the principal mart of trade, and the centre of all
the French force in the Caribbees, naturally drew on the
surrender of all the dependent islands. While General
Monkton was regulating the capitulation of St. Pierre,
Commodore Swanton sailed with a small squadron to the
fertile 1sland of Granada, which was given up without
opposition.  St. Lucia and St. Vincent, the right to which
had so long been disputed between the two nations, fol-
lowed 1ts example. By these acquisitions, the English
colonics at Antigua, St. Christopher and Nevis, as well
as the ships ttading to these islands, were secured against
the hostilities of {he enemy; the commerce of Great Bri-
tain acquired an annual addition to the amount of at least
a million sterhng, and the British nation became undis-
turbed possessors of that chain of innumerable islands,
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which forms an immense bow, exiending from the eastern
point of Hispaniola almost to the continent of South
America.

The consequences of this important conquest were still
more 1mportant than the conquest itself. 1t opened a way
for humbling effectually the pride of Spain. In the course
of a few months, more decisive strokes were struck against
that haughty monarchy than during ten years of the former
Spanish war. 1n that war Great Britamn acquired wealth
and honour, but m this she displayed such a scene of
national glory as Europe had never before beheld. As
these events, however, did not immediately follow upon
the reduction of Martinico, it 1s proper here to pause, and
to contemplate the effects of that formidable alliance con-
cluded in the year 1761, among the different members of
the house of Bourbon.

The kings of France and Spain imagined they had ac-
quired such an ascendant over all their neighbours by
forming this league, that they might henceforth neglect
with impumty, the observance of those rules which the
most ambitious and despotic princes commonly prescribe
to themselves in the execution of thewr boldest designs.
This evidently appeared in their conduct toward Portugal,
the ancient and natural ally of Great Bntam. Poitugal
possessed gold without possessing industry or ingenuity.
England furnished the Portuguese with all the conve-
niencies of life, and recerved specie 1 return. The balance
of trade was supposed to bring annually into Great Bri-
tain about a million sterling. "This commercial con-
nection was strengthened by the strongest political ties.
The two kingdoms were so situated, that they had hittle to
fear from one another, while they might mutually impart
many reciprocal advantages. The harbours of Portugal
afforded protection as well as supplies to the Enghish fleet,
while the Enghlish fleet defended the lucrative commerce
of the Portuguese with thewr American colonies. The
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natural and inveterate antipathy between Spain and Por-
tugal made it necessary for the latter to look out for
some powerful distant ally. None is so advantageous in
that view as England, which in her turn might derive
great advantages from Portugal, in prosecuting a war
against any of the southern powers of Europe.

The united monarchs, unwilling to trust the issue of the
war to hostilities committed agajnst England on her own
element, determined to wound her through the sides of
this ally. They were strongly invited to this measure by
the present unhappy circumstances of Portugal. That
kingdom was altogether unprovided in the means of
defence. The military spirit, by which the Portuguese
had formerly distinguished themselves, was totally extinct.
The nobles were overwhelmed in ignorance, bigotry, and
oppression spiritual as well as temporal. There was
neither skill, discipline, nor order among the troops, nor
indeed any appearance of a regular army, and the frontier
places were ill fortified, worse garrisoned, and almost
entirely destitute of ammunition and artillery. In this
eondition Portugal received a fatal blow from an earth-
quake in 1756. The wealthy and flourishing city of Lisbon
was levelled with the ground, nearly thirty thousand of
the inhabitants were buried in her ruins, and those who
remained with the court itself were reduced to the utmost
distress and msery. As if this earthquake, which had
overturned their capital, had also shaken and distracted
the frame of their government, and the temper of their
minds, the most dreadful distempers broke out in the state.
A series of horrid crimes and cruel punishments succeeded
to this national calamity. Two of the most noble and
wealthy families of Portugal, having engaged themselves
in a sacrilegious attempt on the life of their sovereign,
were cut off at once with little distinction of age or sex,
by a bloody and dreadful exertion of justice. Many others,
who were accused or suspected, suffered death, or exile,
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or imprisonment. Among these, and partly from the same
causes, one of the most considerable religious orders for
wealth, influence, and policy, was stripped of its posses-
sions, and entirely driven out of the country.

This being the unfortunate situation of Portugal, the
house of Bourbon hoped that kingdom would be an easy
conquest, notwithstanding all the succours 1t could possibly
receive; which would not orly be a great loss to the com-
merce of Great Britain, and a considerable inconvenience
to her 1n carrymg on the war, but would afford a valuable
deposit, to be exchanged at the peace, for the farther
acquisitions England might make at the expense of France
or Spain. Full of these ideas, his catholic majesty gave
orders for providing magazines and artllery, and for
strengthening his fortified places on the side of Portugal.
The Spanish army, supplied with able engineers from
France, overspread the Portuguese frontiers; the com-
merce of corn between the two kingdoms was prohibated,
and every thing threatened a sudden invasion. In the
midst of these hostile preparations the French and Spanish
ministers presented a joint memonial to the court of Lis-
bon, the purport of which was to persuade his most faithful
majesty to desert his ancient alliance, and to co-operate
with the two crowns against Great Britain. The memorial
insisted largely on the tyranny which Great Britamn ex-
erted upon all powers, especially the maritime; and upon
Poriugal among the rest; on the particular insult which
had been offered to her jurisdiction by Admiral Boscawen’s
attack on Mr. de la Clue’s squadron in a Portuguese
harbour. The memorial concluded with a declaration,
that as soon as his most faithful majesty had taken his
resolution, which they doubted not would be favourable,
that the king of Spain would march his troops into Pore
tugul, in order to garrison the harbours and defend them
against the hostie attempts of the English. An answer
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was required in four days, and any delay beyend that time
was to be considered as « negative.

Such msolent proposals were never made to an’inde~
pendent kingdom. His Portuguese majesty answered in
a moderate and humble strain, but with becoming firmness.
He took notice of the misfortunes of his country, which
prevented her from taking part in an offensive war; he
offered his mediation between the contending parties; but
was resolved at all events to preserve his faith to England
inviolate, which ought not, he observed, to give the
smallest offence, as his alliance with that crown was ancient
and merely defensive. This answer drew on a reply,
in which the ministers of the united kingdoms denied that
the alliance between England and Portugal was purely
defensive, and for this unheard-of reason, ¢ that the de-
¢ fensive alliance was converted into an offensive one by
« the situation of the Portuguese dominions, and the
¢ pature of the English power. The English squadrons,”
said they, ¢ cannot in all seasons keep the sea, nor cruise
¢ on the principal coasts for cutting off the French and
¢ Spanish navigation, without the ports and the assistance
« of Portugal; that these islanders could not insult all
« maritime Europe, if the whole riches of Portugal did
¢ not pass into their hands; which furnishes them w ith
“ the means to make war, and renders the alliance be-
“ tween the two courts truly and properly offensive.”
They conclude most insultingly, ¢ That the king of Por-
« tugal ought to be glad of the necessity which they laid
¢ ypon him to make use of his reason, in order to take the
« road of his glory and of the common interest.” The
king replied with sufficient spirit; the two ministers took
leave and retired the 27th of April; and immediately after,
war was declared by France and Spain against Portugal.

The advantages which Portugal possessed in herself for
bhalancing this powerful combination, consisted princi-
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pally in the nature of the country, which is so extremely
barren and uncultivated as to make 1t very difficult for any
considerable army to subsist i 1t. The badness of the
roads, and the frequency and steepness of the mountams,
made it no less difficult to advance by rapid marches, and
to 1mpiove the advantages of the campaign with proper
expedition. Add to this, that toward the frontieis of
Spam the only roads are narrow and difficult defiles, which
may be mamntained by a small body of forces against a very
powerfnl mvasion  But notwithstanding these circum-
stances, the whole hopes of Portugal centered in the as-
sistance from England The greater her own weakness,
the more conspicuous were the magnammity and resources
of Great Britain, who, at the close of so expensive and
ruinous a war, made such astomslung efforts in protecting
her allies. She sent a squadron of ten ships of the line to
Lisbon,* besides frigates. 'With these she sent officers,
troops, artillery, military stores, provisions and money;
every thing that could enable the Portuguese to exert
their natural strength, and every thing which could supply
that strength where 1t was deficient.

* The Spaniards could entertain no hopes of depiiving
the English of the use of the Portuguese poits by attacking
them by sea, so that they reposed their whole confidence
in the bravery and good fortune of their troops . It he-
longs not to our design to give a particular account of the
mulitary opetrations 1n this effeminate country, which could

* List of Sir Edward Hawkhe’s squadron which saled from St.
Helen’s for Lasbon, June 25th.

SHIPS. GUAS. SHIPS. GUNs.
Rojyal George ...... 100 Nassad .veeveoessas 64
Prince .oovver venee 90 ESSEX cuoeraen. cuen 64
Ocean sieevovcssas. 90 Achilles .. avveviae. GO
Pincess Amela ... 80 Launceston ......... 40
Magnanime oveecee. 74 ANES cveneenninea.s 32
Prince of Orange.... 70 Tartarcoieenrenneess 28

Lancasteleesesosacs 66
VOL, V. AL
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bardly fuenish out a funt image of war. The inaccessible
and difficult natwie of the country, joined to the spuit
and activity of the Birrish troops, were sufliciea. to defend
the Portuguese domruons wit.: very feeble etoris on the
pait of the natnes. After a campag: of above five
months, the Spamards hau goiten possession of no ad-
anced pusts m which they could maintain themsenves
durag the winter. The heavy rams, which begi to fail
in October, nd the want of provisions for men and horse
in an enemy’s country, made them fall back to the frontiers
of Spam, where every thing had been provided for them
in great abundance.

Thus did the arms of Great Britain save Portugal, by
undertaking to defend her cause within her own ter-
ritortes. The same power protected this useful aliy not
only against present but future dangers, by the operationg
cariied on in 1emote parts of the earth, where the success
of the British squadions compelled the house of Bourbon
to accept terms of accommodation, in which the interests
of Poitugal were not neglected.

While the English troops were employed in taking pos-
sesston of Martinico and the dependent 1slands, a Frenche
fleet appeared to windward of the foimer, and sent an
officer on shoie to obtam information. They continued
cruising to windward for two days, and even approached
within cannon-shot of Tiiuty, as if they had intended to
make a descent , but afterwards they changed their course,
and bore away for the haibours of Domimica. Admiral
Rodney being informed of their artival in those parts, got
under sail with lus squadron, and beat up to windward in
quest of the enemy; they did not wait his approach, but
made haste to tahe 1efuge in their own harbours. While
Rodney’s fleet commanded the Caribbees, Lord Colville’s
sqyuadron was stationed at Halifax in Nova Scotia, in
order to protect the coast of North America, and the new
conquests in the gulf and river of St. Lawrence. Sir
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Charles Saunders was reinforced in such a manner ag
enabled him to give law in the Mediterranean, and either
to prevent a junction of the French and Spauish ficets, or
if that should be found impracticable, to give them battle
when joined. For the defence of the Dritish coast, and
in order to answer the emergencies of war, a powerful
squadron was kept in readiness at Spithead ; another rode
at anchor in the Downs, under the command of Admiral
Moore ; and from these two were occasiona'ly detached
into the channel, and all round the isiand, a number of
light cruisers, which acted with such vigilance and activity,
that not a ship could venture from any of the French sea
ports without running the most imminent risk of being
taken; and scarcely a day passed in which some privateer
of the enewy, either French or Spanish, was not brought
into the harbours of Great Britain. Rear-admiral Cornish
had the direction of tke fleet in the East Indies, Admiral
Pocock, who had acquired so much glory there, being
called to a more dangerous and important command, the
consequences of which we are now going to relate. The
whole of these squadrons, combined with detached cruisers
in different parts, amounted to more than two hundred
and forty ships of war; a force which, considering the
disciplined valour and naval experience of our seamen,
was fit to contend against the maritime strength cf the
whole world united.

The rupture with Spain, which was rendered incurable
by the invasion of Portugal, brought on the execution of
a plan which had been long in agitation, upon the pre-
sumed probability of such an event. It is said that Admi-
ral Knowles was the first who laid before his royal high-
ness the duke of Cumberland a scheme for the reduction
of the island of Cuba, in which the whole trade and navi-
gation of the Spanish West Indies centres, and without
which it cannot be carried on. The duke approved of the
plan, and recommended it i» the minisiry. But after they
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had considered the draughts and plan, which his royal
highness put inte their hands, Lord Anson, the first lord
of the admiralty, produced lus own, which had been made
out upon wore accurate iuformation; and after maturely
considering both plans, Lo:d Anson’s was adopted. How-
ever, the duke of Cumbeiland had so much merit in this
affair, that he was permitted to appoint hus favourite, Lord
Albemarle, commander in chief of the land forces, and
his brothers, Major-general and Commedore Keppel, to
important commands in an expedition which, 1t was 1ma-
gined, would be equally luciative and honourable.

Nothing mdeed could be so proper at this time, as an
attempt against the Spamish West Indies. The French
were now expelled from every place in North America,'
except their settlement of Louisiana, which was deemed
of little impoitance. They had lost their West India
islands ; so that hardly any thing remained to be done in
that part of the world, but an expedition against those of
Spain. But it shewed great wisdom in the British admi-
nistration, who determined on this measure, that they
fixed their eyes at once on the capital ebject. The failure
of an armament in a subordinate attempt is a bad prepa-
rative for a greater; as the former, even though suc-
cessful, 1s far from being decisive. The plan of the war
of 1740, m which we began with smaller attempts, and
so proceeded to more considerable, was mean and ignoble,
because the success in the first of those attempts did
nothing to insure success in the second; nor were both
together of any consequence in deciding the foitune of
the war. But the plan now adopted was great and just;
for by beginmng with the Havannah we aspired at a
conquest, which being obtained, would enable us to ter-
minate the war with honour, as it entirely intercepted the
enemy’s resoutces; and if we chose to prosecute our ad-
vantage, the acquisition of the Havannah might put us in
possession of the whole of Spanish America.
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The fleet destined to extend the British empire in the
west, sailed from Portsmouth, the 5th of March, under
the command of Admiral Pocock, whose valour and con-
duct had countitbuted so much toward that sovereignty
which his country possessed in the East Indies. They
sailed for the island of Hispaniola, where they were
happily met at Cape Nicholas, the north-west point of the
island, by a detachment from the fleet at the Caribbees,
under the command of that gallant and able officer Sir
James Douglas. The junction happened on the 27th of
May , and the umted squadrons consisted of nineteen sail
of the line, eighteen smaller ships of war, and about one
hundred and fifty transports, having on board above ten
thousand land forces and marines. A supply of four
thousand men had been ordered from New Yok, which,
it was supposed, would arrive time enough to bear part in
their military operations.

There were two chcices before the admmnal for his
course to the ITavannah  The dist and most obvious was
the common way to keep to the south of Cuba, and fall
into the tract of the galleons  But this, theugh by much
the cafest, would prove by far the most ted.ous passage ;
and delays, above all things, were dangeious, as the fleet
had been so late 1 sathing from England, that it weuld be
extiemely difficult to arrive before the huiricane eason,
which would put an end te all naval and militavy opera-
tions. He therefuie resolved to run along the nurthein
shore of the 1sland of Cuba, pursuing his conise fiom cast
to west, thiough a narrow passage not less than scven
hundred miles 11 length, called the Old Strasts of Bahama
This passage, thiongh almost the whole of 1ts extent, i~
bounded, on the right and left, by the mo-t dangeious
sands and shoals, which has caused the navigation to be
avoided by <mgle and smail vessels Theic was ro nilet
m the fleet whose experience could be dependec o1 0
conduct them salely through it. The admnal, houever,
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being provided with a good chart of Lord Ansen’s, 1e-
solved to trust to hus own sigilance and sagacity to carry
through those Straits a fleet of nearly two hundred sail.
So bold an atte.npt had never been before wade ; but the
success of the expedit.on depending entirely oa despatch,
made i: prudent to hezard it. At the same tune no pre-
caution vias omitted, which could remove the imputation
cf temonty. A vessel was sent to reconnoitre the passage,
and mahe soundings, some frigates followed; sloops and
boats were stationed on the right and left, on the shallows,
with well adapted signals both for the day and the night.
The flicet moved 1n seven divisions, and being favoured
with a fair wind and good weather, got through this
perilous passage on the 5th of June, without accideat or
interruption.

Two days before the accomplishment of this hazardous
navigation, the Echo and Alarm frigates, which had been
ordered a-head of the fleet, desaried four vessels which
proved to be the Thetis, a Spanish frigate of eighteen
guns and sixty-five men, and the Phenix of twenty-two
guns and one hundred and seventy-five men, and two
brigs, bound to Suga in the Stiaits, for a cargo of timber
for the use of the ships at the Havannah. The Enghsh
frigates gave them chace, and obliged them to strike in
three quarters of an hour. This, though a small success,
was an ausyicious beginning of the expedition against the
Havannak. This place, the object of their long voyage,
and of so many anxious hopes and fears, was now before
them. Though St Jago, situated on the south-east side
of the 1sland be denominated the capital of Cuba, yet the
Havannah is superiour to it in wealth, size, and import-
aace. 'The lLarboar upon which it stands is, in every
resnect, one of the best in the world. It is entered by a
narrow passage, upwards of half a mile in length, which
afternards expands into a large basin, sufficient to con-
tain one thousand sail of the largest ships, having almost
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throughout six fathoms water, and perfectly secured frem
every wind. In tais bay the rich feets from the several
paits of the Spanish West Indies asscmble, 1 order to set
out together on their voyage to Europe. Great care had
been taken to fort.fy a place which, besides being ex-
tremely populous, wealtiy, and flourishing 1n itseif, 1s the
centre of the richest commerce of the world. The entrance
into the harbour 1s secured on one side by the Moro fort,
built upon a projecting point of land, all of solid mason
work, having a ditch seventy feet deep from the edge of
the counterscarp, and more than forty feet of that depth
sunk 1n the rock; on the other 1t 15 defended by a fort
called the Puntal, which joins the town. 'The Iiavannah
itself, wluch 1s situated to the west of the harbour, and
opposite to the Moro fort, 1s surrounded by a good
rampart, flanked with bastions, and stremgthened by a
ditch.

The Spaniards, sensible that, upon a rupture with Great
Britain, their West Indies were the fanest mark for the
attack of the enemy, maintained a powerful fleet n those
parts, and had actually a consideiable squadion of ships
of the line m the harbour of the Havannah - But se
little confidence did they 1epose in their shipping for
resisting the efforts of the English armament, that the
only use which they made of 1t was to sink three of their
largest vessels behind an immense boom which they had
thrown across the mouth of the haibour. Then chief
hope was 1n the strength of the place, and the difficulties
attending all military operations which are drawn cut to

# Last of Spamsh shaps at the Havannab —

SHIPS GUAS. SHIPS. GUAS.
Tyger covevenss 70 ASi2 cieviavas. 64
Reyna wvvennnns 70 Amerta civae. H0
Sove1ano ...... 70 Buropa . ..... 60
Infante , ..... 70 Conquesaador .. 60
Neptune ...... 70 San Genato ... 60

Aquilon ..eeeeen 70 San Antomio ... 60
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any considerable [ength in this unhealthy climate. These
circumstances encouraged Don Juan del Prado, governor
of the Havannah, to determmne on a vigorous defence.
He was assisted by the activity of the marquis del Real,
commocore of the fleet, and by the counsels and expe-
rience of the viceroy of Peru, and the governor of Car-
thagena, who happened to be then in the place, on their
way to their respective governments.

On the 7th of June, all things were 1 readiness for
landing ; and, in order to effect this with the least incon-
venience, the admiral, with the greatest part of the fleet,
bore away to the westward, that the enemy’s attention
might be drawn towards tlis quarter, while the earl of
Albemarle and the whole army were landed under the
direction of Commodore Keppel, between the rivers Bo-
canoa and Coxemar, about six miles to the eastward of
the Moro castle. A body of Spaniards appeared on the
shore ; but, some sloops being crdered to scour the beach
and the woods with their cannon, the troops passed the
river Coxemar in great order, without the smallest oppo-
sitton. The first attempt was to diive the enemy from a
small redoubt on the top of the hill Cavannos which over-
looked the Moro. This was effected on the 10th, and at
the same time three bomb-ketches, being anchored on
shore, began to throw shells into the town, under cover
of the ships Stirling Castle and Echo.

The principal body of the army, destined to act against
the Moro, was divided into two corps, one of which, com-
manded by General Elliot, advanced a considerable way
into the country, towards the south-east of the harbour
in order to cover the siege, and to secure the parties
employed 1n watering and procuring provisions. The
other, conducted by General Keppel, was immediately
employed 1n the aitack on the fort; and a detachment
headed by Colonel Howe, was encamped to the westward
of the town, partly with a view to cut off the communi-
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cation between it and the country, and paitly to make a
diversion m favour of the grand operation.

The seamen having landed fascines, stores, and artil-
lery, with great expedition, the engmeers, under the
direction of M1 Mackellar, whose abilities were equally
distingwished at Lowisbourg and the Havannah, began to
erect batteries of bombs and cannon, while a body of
proneers were employed in cutting parallels, and forming
a line with fascines to secuie the tioops from the fire of
the enemy. The haidships sustained 1n this service aie
almost mexpressible. The thinness of the earth made 1t
extremely difficult to cover the approaches. It was neces-
sary to cut roads for communication through thick woods.
The artillery was to be dragged a great way over a rough
rocky shore. During this fatigue the supplies of provision
were not plentiful, and water was to be brought from a
gieat distance. Many men dropped down dead with heat,
thirst, and fatigue. But the spmit and ardour of the
troops, the unammity and conduct of the commanders by
sea and laud, overcame every difficulty. On the 20th,
two thousand chosen Spaniards, with a numerous body of
negroes and mulattoes, landed in two divisions, to the
right and left of the Moro, with an intention to destroy
the works of the besiegers. They were repulsed by the
piquets and advanced posts with great bravery, and com-
pelled to retreat in confusion, leaving behind them two
hundred of their number killed or taken.

The cannonading began, on the Ist of July, from two
batteries bearing twelve cannon, six large mortars, thiee
small ones, and twenty-six royals. 'l'he enemy had seven-
teen pieces of artillery on the front attacked. The fire
was for a considerable time pretty nearly on an equality,
and kept up with great vivacity on both sides. At length
that of the enemy began to fall. Their attention was
divided 1n consequence of an attack made upon the north-
east face by three ships of the line, the Cambidge,
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Dragon, and Failborough, commanded by the Captains
Gocstrey, Herie;. and Barnet. These ships, having
lawi thewr broacesnoe against the fort, kept up one of the
werment r.pgs ever seen, for seven hours, without inter-
mission.  But the Moro, situated upon a high hill, bad
g:eal acan‘ages. aud the fire {rom the opposite fort of
Puntal gallou 21em exccedingly. They were obliged to
retire 1n a veiy- shattered condition, after losing above
one hundred wmc:, among whom was {'aptain Goostrey,
of the Mariborough, a brave and experienced officer.

V¥ hen the Bpaniards were released from the fire of the
ships, they redoubled their activity against the batternes,
and on both sides a constant unremitted fire was kept up
for szveral days. During this sharp and doubtful con-
tention, the merlons of the grand battery unfortunately
took fice on the 3d of July. The flames became too
powerful for opposition, and the labour of six hundred
men, for seventeen days, was dertroyed 1n a few hours.
This stroke was felt the more severely, because the other
hardships of the siege were become scarcely supportable,
Sichuess had reduced the army to almest half its number.
Three thousand seamen were at one time unfit for service,
and rearly double that number of soldiers. The scarcity
of wn'ir, and e totel want of wholesome provisions,

zaspmioted the dsoaze  The army was ready to perish
by thece calomities . and, if the hurricane season came on
before the place we.e 1educed, the destruction of the fleet
was ineviable.

The unconquered spirit of the commanders could hardly
mzaintam the languishiing activity of the troops, when Sir
James Couglas who had parted from the admiral, in order
to steer hu« course for Jamaica, arrived with the fleet from
that island, carrying many conveniencies for the siege.
This favovrable circuinstance, with the hopes of a con-
siderable reinforcement from New York, which arrived a
few days afterwaids, restored the vigour of the men, and
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roused them to every effort. New batteries arose in the
place of the old, the fire of which soon became equal,
and afterwards superiour io that of the enemy ; the cannon
of the fort was silenced, the upper works demolished, and
a lodgement at length made in the covered way. Not-
withstanding this advantage, the immense ditch cut in
the solid rock formed an obstacle that was very difficult
to surmount. To fill it up was impossible, and the work
of mining would have been impracticable, if fortunately
a thin ridge of rock had not been left to cover the extre-
mity of tiie ditch, which would otherwise have been open
to the sea. On this narrow ridge the miners passed
wholly uncovered, and with very little loss made a lodge-
ment at the foot of the wall. While they formed a mine
for throwing the counterscarp into the ditch, another sap
was carried on along the glacis. In the night of the 21st,
a serjeant and twelve men scaled the wall by surprise;
but, the garrison being alirmed before any additional
troops could sustain them, they were obliged to retreat. -
‘The governor of the Moro now plainly saw, that the
place must be speedily reduced, unless some bold measure
were tried for its immediate relief. Accordingly, next
day at four in the morning, he ordered a sally to be made
from the towrr by one thousand five hundred men, com~
posed chiefly of the country militia and negroes, divided
into three detachments, who attacked the besiegers in as

many different places. Meanwhile, a warm fire was kept -

up from the fort of Puntal, and the shipping in the har-
bour. But the English guards, though surprised, defended
themselves with great resolution ; the posts attacked were
speedily reinforced ; and the enemy were driven precipi-
tately down the hill, without being able to destroy any
part of our approaches. 'The English lost fifty men killed
or wounded, and the Spaniards had four hundred killed or
taken prisoners.

On the 30th of the month, about two in the morning,
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a floating battery was towed into the harbour, and fired
with gizpe->Lot and small arms into the ditch, though
witheut any greet mterruption to the miners; and the
clnce fire of the covering party soon compelled the enemy
1o retae. T'is waos the last effort for the relief of the
Moro  for on that day the mines did thew work. A part
of the wall was blown up, and fell into the ditch, leaving
@ breach which, though very nanow and difficult, the
eagineer judged practicable. Orders were immediately
given for the aswoult. Lieutenant-colonel Stuwart com-
mandod the attack. The troops hopimg to see an end of
all their hardships, entered on this most dangerous ser-
vice with the greatest resolution. The enemy, who were
drawn up to recaive them, when they had passed the
breach, werc terrified at the determined valour which
appeared m tlen countenances, and fled on all sides. In
vain Don Lews de Velasco, the governor, whose bravery
and eonduet had excited during the whole siege the admi-
ration of his enemies, endeavoured, with romantic cou-
rage, to defend the colours of Spain. He fell, as well as
his second the Marquis Gonsales, while attempting to
no purpose, to rally his troops. About four hundred of
the garueen laxd down their arms, and wece made pri-
soners, as many were staughtered on the spot; others ran
to the boats, and were drowned in attempting to escape
to the town.

The Moro fort thus came into the possession of the
English, after a vigorous struggle of forty days from the
commencement of the operations against it. This advan-
tage was not immediately followed by the surrender of
the Ilavannah. The governor seemed still determined
to dofend that place, the fire of which was immediately
turned aga.nst the fortress which had been lost, while a
ship of the line was sent down into the harbour, in order
to batter 1t with more effect. Meanwhile, Lord Albe-
matle ordered a line of batteries to be erected along the



OF KING GEOCRGE IIL

hill of the Cevannos, which commanded almost the whole
eastern side of the city. DBatteries were likew:se erected
on the western side of the town, which had hitheric been
only guarded. When these preparations were peifeetly
ready to take effect, his lordshup, by message, represented
to the goveinor the irresistible force of the aitack which
be was ready to make on the place, but which, in order
to prevent unnecessary effus.on of blood, he was wllmg
to suspend, that the Spaniards might have time to capi-
tulate  This repiesentation was made on tle IGth of
Avgust, but to no puipose, the governor returning for
answer, that he was determined to defend the place, com-
mitted to him, to the last extremuty Next meining at
day-bieak, forty-five cannon and eight mortars, erected
on the batteites at Cetannos, began to play agamst the
town and the Puntal with such continued and irresistible
fury, that this fortress was silenced before ten  In another
hour the north bastion was almost disabled. About twe
in the afternocn, white flags were dicplayed fiom every
quarter of the town, and, m a hittle time after, a flag of
truce arrived at the head quaiters with propesals of capi-
tulation The cstablished religion and the ancient laws
were to be preserved, and privale property was secured
to the inhalitants. The garrison, which was reduced to
seven hundied men, were to have the honours of war, and
to he conveyed to Old Spam, together with the Spanish
commodore, the governor of the Ilavannah, the viceroy
of Peru, and the governor of Carthagena. The Spariards
struggled hard to save twelve ships of the line which lay
in the harbour; but this was a capxtal pomnt, and wholly
inadmussible. They likewise made powerful attempts to
have the harbour declared neutral during the war , but
this would have destroyed, in a great measure, the im-
portance of the conquest It was dehated for two days,
when hostilities were on the powt of being 1enewed :
which made the enemy recede fiom thewr dewand and
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the Tnglish took possession of the place the 14th of
Angust.

The acquisition of the Havannah united in itself all the
advantages that can be oLtained m war. The enemy lost
awho'e i'cet, they were deprived of a wealthy establish-
mont commaaaing a rich and exteasive temitory, and
they ceded a port which commanded the only passage by
which their ships could convenently sail from the bay of
Mexico to Europe.  While this port is in the hanls of an
enemy, who are masters at sea, the court of Madrid can
receive no cupplies of treasure from the West Indies,
except by beating up to windward from Carthagena, which
would expose them to infinite trouble as well as danger
from the Erglish squadrons; or by surioundig Cape
Herr, or nassing through the Straits of Magellan from
the South Sen, a voyage of mtolerable length, and sub-
jzet to ecnal inconveniencies.  The reduction of the Ha-
vannak, while it distresced the enemy mn the most essential
manner by stopping the sources of their wealth, opened
an easy avenue io the conquerors for reaching their
American treasures. In no former war had Great Eritain
acquired such immense sums at the expense of hier enemies.
fler success 1 the East Indies 15 said to have brought nto
Fagland neaily six millions since the commencement of
hostilities, and, 1 the conquest new made, she obtained,
besides an immense quantity of artillery, small arms, am-
munition, and warlike stores, about three millions sterling
in silver, tolacco, and valuable merchandize, collected,
on account of the king of Spain, in the magazines of the
Havernal. In this calenlation of national proiit we must
not oaut the capture of the Hermioné, a reg:ster ship, the
value of which fell little short of a million sterling. If
it had not been for these extraordinary pecuniary supplies,
with which the war was attended, it would have been dif-
ficult to carry it on to such an amazing extent. The
money which was brought into the kingdom invigorated
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commerce, and urged the hand of indusiry. The remit-
tances for forcign subsidies were 1n a great measure paid
by bills on merchants settled abread, who had received the
value of these draughts 1n the produce of Biitish manu-
factures. The trade of England increased gradually every
vear, and such a scene of natronal prospenty, during the
course of a long, expensive, and bloedy wai, was never
exhibited by any people iu the world

In the espedition agamnst the Havannah, the spint,
unanimity, and perseveirance of the aimy and navy were
eminently conspicuous. Never mdeed was there a period
of such cordial co-operation between the land and sea
furces, or such a punctual attention to orders. One cap-
tain only, of the name of Campbell, having neglected to
perform his duty in leading the squadron which attacked
the Moro, was obhiged to quit the service.

As it 1s our plan to give an account of the more im-
portant enterprises, Whlch succeeded through the co-
operation of tne navy, b~foie ve proceed to relate the
explotts purely naval, whch distivgushed the sear 1762,
we must nov cany the reacer’s attenuon to the expeditron
agamst the Punippine wilands, wheh 15 one of the best
conducted most splend:d, and most napertant of all the
succes-es wiich adorn the annals of this glorious war.
The de-rgn of thus expadition. vlueh, 1f successful, would
give a~ severe & wound fo the interets of Span m the
East Indies, <» she Laa recersed, by the tahg of the
Havanaah, cn ¢ e side of Arierica, was suggested by the
following aceident.  .After the mumeiable defence of
Madias in 1759, Colonel Diapcr’s bad siate of health
obliged him to leaie that ecuany. He ewbaiked ia
company w.th the henouieble € apt’nn Howe, then com-
mander of the “Winclelwea, for {antor mn Cluna, a pla
with which the p.habrtants of tth hii
constderablc tiaffic  Here the colenel empyloyed himselt
in acqumiting a nenuie hoiuwnledge of tie present state of
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the Spamards in these islands, and d’scovered that, con-
fiding 1n their remote distance from Europe, they were
persuaded, that no attempt against them would ever be
deemed practicable. This had lulled them into such a
perfect securily, that they had totally neglected the
keeping up of a regular mulitary force for their own
defence.

Colorel Draper communicated his ideas on this subject
to Lord Anson and Lord Egremont, upon the first rumours
of a war with Spain. His information met with that
attention which it deserved. He was desired to give a
memortal 1n writing, explaining his plan at full length,
and assuted, that, 1f a Spanish war became unavoidable,
the undertaking should be recommended to his majesty.

The motives to the execution of this enterprise were
many and powerful. The Philippines or Manillas form a
principal division of that immense Indian Archipelago,
which consists of above one thousand two hundred islands,
extending from the nineteenth degree of north latitude,
almost in a4 continued chain, to the shores of New Guinea
and the great southern continent. The Philippines,
which form the northernmost cluster of these islands, are,
some of them, among the largest, and all of them,
naturally, among the richest islands in the world. They
were added to the Spanish monarchy, in its meridran
glory. under Philip II. and, being happily situated for
commerce, they were used as the centre of communication
for the As.atic and American trade. They may receive
European goods by the way of the Cape of Good Hope,
and connccting the traffic of China, Japan, and the Spice
I:lands with that of Europe and America, unite all the ex-
tensive donunions of Spain in one commercial chamn with
the richest countries upon earth.

The pirmecipal 1sland of the Philippines is called Manilla
or Luconia, extending three hundred miles in length, and
ninety, at a medium, in breadth. The soil is cultivated

3



OI sING GIORGE 111,

by the rat.ses sith uncommon industry for this na:t ¢f the
woild the Chinese, who, after the Tarter conguest in the
last centmy, fled here m great nunbers, are the ait <ans,
and the Spamaids enjoy the government, and best pa- of
the commerce The resi of the Philippme 1slands, as far
as the Spanish power prevails in them, are under the
goveinment of Lucomia, the capital of which 1s Xamlla,
situated on the south-east of the island, and lying upon
a very fair and spacious harboar  Here the large vessels
or galleons arnuaily aritve, and fiom this place they sail
for Acapulco in America, loaded w:ith money or goods to
the value of nearly a million stciiicg  In the war of
1759, the taking ome of these galleons was coasid>red as
the most brilhant success which attended the Biibish
squadrons But now they were to aim at an higher
object, not at a particular caigo, but at the pimecrpal
mart of commerce which supplied this caigo and which,
when put in our possession, would enable us to destroy
the itercourse of any other European state with the
empires of China and Japan, while 1t procured the highest
respect for the British flag all over those wealthy and
extensive regions.

The grandear of this design was sufficzent to rouse the
most vigorous efforts of adminmistration  But the additional
weight of Spain, in the scale of the encmies of Gieat
Butaimn, requued all the exertions of her strength nearer
home. It was nnpossible, therefore, to <paie ships or
troops for undertaling a conquest so dwstant and pre-
carious, however advantageous and splendid But, for-
tunately, the preceding events of this glorious war
naturally paved the way for those which were to follow.
The success of one expedition not only suggested the 1dea,
but facilitated the execution of arother By the fortune
of our arms n the east, we were become arhiters o the
gieat peninsula of India: tee French were eapelied the
Dutch humbled, and there was nothing in these parts to
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resist the Briush force, or even to afford employment (o
all the tioops that vere kept on foot. Nothing, therefore,
was demanded from Great Britamn, but a light fiigate to
carty Cclonc. Draper to Madras, where alone suitable
preparaacns might be made for this impoitant enterprise.
He armaea there the latter end of June, 1762, and was
appeinted Dogadier-general and commander in chief of
the land forees to be employed in the expedition. The
sguadren commanded by Viee-admual Cornish, a brave
and able cfficer, consisted of several ships of the line,*
berides fr.ga:es. The troops allotted for this expedition
consieed of one regiment, with a company of the royal
arullery, yeinforced with six hundred sepoys, one com-
pany of Céffes, one of Topazes, one of pioneers, with
several hundred of unarmed Lascars, for the use of the
engineers ¢ia the park of artillery. The admiral sup-
pized & Jne Lattelion of five hundred and fifty seamen, and
wio huvndred and seventy marmmes. The whole force
amounied to no more than two thousand three hundred
effective men; an inconsiderable number, but of tried
valour, cnured to toil and hardship, and rendered equal
by their discipliced bravery o the sirength of a great
ariy.  Tae 79th regiment, which was the only regular
hoa of Looos employed on this service, had been the
fiz-t vio c.ached the progress of the French in India;
thelr vaiour had given the hLappy turn to the war under
Colenel Coote; they were enured to the climate, and
accusconad to victory; and their arms were worthy to
extend e glory of Great Britain to the remotest verge

T Theoz werr the Nofolk, Pantlier, Amenca, Seafo:d {igats,
Elizabetn, & ufton, Augo fugale, Lenox, Weymounth, Seahotse
faugale  Tne Dalmouth was lefi at the request of the president and
couned of Viadias, to convoy the Essex Indiaman, which had on
board the ficasme for the China cargoes; bug «he avnved ume enough
4 hove bet share m the expedition.
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The enterprise was no sooner resolved upon, than the
admiral detached Captain Grant of the Seahorse to the
entrance of the Chinese sea, with instructions to inter-
eept all vessels bound for Manilla, that the enemy, whe
were even ignorant of the declaration of war, might re-
ceive no intelligence of any design formed against them,
The success of the enterprise depended much upon expe-
dition, not enly in order to prevent the enemy from being
roused from their security, but in order to tuke advantage
of the wind; for if the north-west monsoon should set in
with any violence before the fleet were well advanced on
their voyage, the whole design would be defeated. Aeccord-
ingly no time was lost. In the course of three weeks the
troops were embodied and formed, and the stores got
_ready and shipped, notwithstanding a raging and per-
petual surf, which in those climates is one of the greatest
difficulties in any expedition, greatly embarrassing the

“embarkation, and rendering still more hazardous the
disembarkation of troops, especially in the face of an
enemy.

The fleet sailed in two divisions the beginning of
August, and on the 19th arrived at Malacca: a place
formerly cousidered as the key of the Indian commerce,
and still the centre of a very considerable trade. The
Dutch, to whom it now belonged, although they looked
with no very favourable eye on the progress of the
English in those eastern regions, were afiaid to ciscover
any symptom of jealousy. The English fleet used Malacea
as a port of their own, and supplied themselves not only
with refreshments, but with every necessarv sot aiready
provided for the siege of Manilla. In thiriv-nine days
from Malacca they came in sight of Luconia : the weather
baving in general proved favourable, aithough the squa-
dron was once separated in a storm.

The next in command to the vice-admirel was Com-

" modore Tiddeman; and the battalion of seamen and
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marmes was under the captains Collins, Pitchford, and
Ourry, who behaved during the whole service with equal
gallantry and conduct. The officers subordinate to
Brigadier-general Draper were the Lieutenant-Colonels
Monson and Scott, Major Barker, who commanded the
arilllery, and Major Moore. Mr. Drake, and some other
gentlemen i the East India company’s service, were
appointed to take care of the interests of their constitu-
ents, according to a convention made with the president
and council of Madras, by which the East India company
were to have a third part of the booty or ransom, and to
be invested with the government of the conquered country.
The land and sea forces agreed by common consent to
participate in the distribution of their several captures,
according to the rules established in the navy  The
chaiacter of the commanders, as well as these wise pre-
cautions, prevented the least disagreement from arsing
between the army and marine, either in the conduct of
the enterprise, or in the division of the fruits of their
success.

The admiral having sounded the coast, discovered a
convenient place for landing the troops, about two miles
to the southward of Manilla. On the 21th of September,
the proper dispositions being made, and the three fiigates
Argo, Seahorse and Seaford, moored very near the shore,
to cover the descent; three divisions of the forces were
put on board the boats of the fleet, conducted by the
Captains Parker, Kempenfeldt, and Brereton, and landed
at the church and village of Malata. This was not per-
formed without great difficulty, on account of a violent
surf, which dashed many of the boats to pieces. At the
same time the enemy began to assemble in great numbers,
both horse and infantry, to oppose the descent; but the
Captains King, Grant, and Peighin, who commanded the
covering frigates, maintained such a warm fire of cannon
to the right and left that they soon dispersed, and the
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genetal disembarhed hus treons without the loss of a
single man. The days which immed.ately succeeurd their
landing were spent m se1zing the most advantageous posts,
m secanng the commanmcetion with the navy, and i
reconnoitring the roads and approaches to the town.
They found it defended by some good =vorks, constructed
in a regular manner, and gir.xced by about e'ght hun-
dred Spanish tioops. TMe Luginh forces were toc Mw to
mvest the place, so as to prevent 1t fiom beirg supphed
with provisions from the country, or fiom recenving assist-
ance fiom the natives, a ficree and daimng people, who,
thougl unacquainted witn the use of fire-aims and the
1egular discipline of war. weie Iike 2ll the inhabitants of
the Indian isles, extremely foim:dable on account of therwr
martial spnit, native mtrepidity, and contempt of death
The goiernor of the place was a chuichman and arch-
bishop, who stiled himself caplain:general of the Philip-
pmes and, however 1ll qualified by huis profession for the
defence of a town attacked, seemed well fitted for this task
by his spuit and resolation.

The day after the tenops landed, the enemy abandoned
a small fort called the Pulvenista, which proved an ex-
cellent place of arms for coveiing the landing of the stores
and aitllery  Colonel Moncon, with an advanced party
of two hundred men, occupied the church of the Heimita,
about nme hurdied saids fiom the aity. The head
quarters were fixed m the cu.ate’s house, and secured by
the 79th regiment, as a post of the utmost importance,
both from 1ts strength, and the commodious cover 1t
afferded fiom the ramns which had deluged the country,
and rendered 1t impossible to encamp. The masines were
left at the Malata, 1n the neighbourhood of the Pulverista,
to preserve the communication with the fleets, and guard
the stores and artillery, which, on account of the wurf
weie not landed without great danger and fatigue. The
battalion of seamen were stationed between the 79th
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reziment and the marines: and a body of men was
advanced yihin three hundred yards of the town, and
puseessed T: wmselves of the church of $t. Jago, which they
maicta.ned; nolwithstanding its bemng exposed to the fire

Betore batieries could be erected, the enemy, on the,
Z6'n or Scptember, attempted a sally with aboat four
hundrzd men. They were commanded by the Chevalier
de Fayeite, and having two field-pieces, advanced to the
right of the English advanced posts, and began to can-
nenade  But Colonel Monson, at the head of the piguets,
reinfocced by a small body of seamen, soon drove them
bach into the town. Their retreat was so precipitate that
they left one of thewr field-pieces on the glacis.

It was imagined that the evidence of their mferiority in
this slight encounter would be an inducement to the
governor to endeavour at cbtaining advantageous terms
by aa early surrender. A summons was sent to him for
this purpose, to which he returned such an answer as
shewed we had nothing to expect but what we were able
to command. Indeed, had the valour of the garrison cor-
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