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.

JOHN FROISSART, priett, canon,
and treafuter of the collegiate church
of Chimay, Hiftorian and Poet, was
born in V:xlcncienr;cs, a town in Ifay.
nault, about the year 1337. 'This date,
which appears contradited by one fin-
gle paffage in his Chronicle, is confirm-
ed by a number of others, as well in his
Chronicle, as in his Manufcript Poems,
Iowever attentive he may have becn
to inform us of the minuteft particulars
of hislife, he does not {ay one word rela-
B tive
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tive to his family. One can only form a
conjecture from a paffage in his Poems,
. that his father’s name was Thomas, and
that he was a painf®r of arms. |
We find in his Hiftory a Froiffart
Meullier, a youn g knight from Haynault,
who fignalized himfelf by his valour at
the fiege of the caftle of Fighieres in
. Spain, which the Englith and Gafcons
attacked in 1381. His country and
_ name induce me to believe that our Hif-
torian might be a relation of his, and

like him fprung from a noble family.
Froffart is titled knight, at the be-
ginning of a manufcript in the abbey of
St. Germain des prez; but as he has not
_ this title in any other manufcript, though
we have fome of the moft ancient, and
moft authentick; it feems ptobable, that
"6 A' ‘ the
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the copyift has given it to him from his
own authority. "

His infancy announced what he would
one day be; he carly manifcﬁcd‘xhn&
eagerand inquiﬁtj\-e mind, which during
the courfe of his life never allowed him
to remain long attached to the fame oc-
cupations, and in the fame place.

The different games fuitable to that
age, of which he gives us a pitture
equally curious and amufing, kept up
in hi§ ntind a fund of natural diffipation,
wthich during his early fudies tried the
patience and exercifed the {everity of his
mafters, ~ ¢,

He loved hpnting, mufick, affem-
blies, feafts, dancing, drefs, good living,
wine, and women: all thefe taftes, which
almoft all fhowed thémfelves from twelve

52 years
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years of age, being confirmed by habi-
1ude,§?were continued even to his old
_age, and perhaps never left him. The
$hind and heart of Froiffart being not yet
fufficiently occupied, hislove for hiftory
filled up that void, which his paflion for
pleafure left; and became to him an
inexhauftible fource of amufement.

He had but juft left fchool, and was
{carcely twenty years old, when at the in-
treat); of. bis dear lord and mafler Sir Ro-
bert de Namur, knight, Lord of Beaufort,
he undertook to write the hiftory of the
wars of his own time, more particularly
of thofe which enfued after the battle of
Poitiers. Tour years af;er\\';rcls, having
gone to England, he preflented a part of
this hiftory to Queen Philippa of Hay-
nault, the wife of Edward III, However

young
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young he might then be, he had already
travelled into the moft diftant provinces
of France. The object of his vifit 1o Eng-
land was to tear himfelf from the pains
of an attachment which had termented
him for a Jong time, This paffion took
pofleffion of his heart from his infancy ;
it lafted ten years, and fparks of it were
again rekindled ina more advanced age,
in fpite of bis bald head and wbite bairs.

When Pocts fing their loves;; they are
not always believed on their word; as
Froiffart. only mentions his in poetry,
one may treat all he fays as pure fiction;
but the portrait he draws is fo natural,
that one cannot prevent onefelf from ac-
-knowledging the charader of a young
man in love, and the @mple expreffiong
of real paffion.

. D3 He
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He feigns, that when twelve years old
Mercury appeared to him followed by
the three Goddefles whofe difference Pa-
ris had formeriy decided; that this God,
calling to mind the protection he had gi-
ven him from four years of age, ordered
him to revife the difpute of thefe three
divinitiés; that he had confirmed the
judgement of Paris; and that Venus had
promifed him, as ﬁrecompencg, amiftrefs
more beputiful than the fair Helen, and
of fuch high birth, that from thence to
Conftantinople there were not Earl,
Duke, King, nor Emperor, who would
not have efteemed himfelf fortunate to
obtain her.  Ide wasto ferve this beauty
for ten years, and his whole life was to.
be devoted to the adoration of that divi-

nity who made him fuch fair promifes.

Froiffart
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Froiffart had been early attached ta
Romances ; that of Clcomades was the
firftinfirument Love made ufe of to cap-
tivate him. He found it in the hands of
a young maiden who was reading it, and
who invited him to read itwith her: he
readily confented, forfuch complaifances
coft little. There wis foon formed be-
tween them a literary connexion. Froif
fart lent her the Romance of the Baillon
&' Amours*, and took the opportunity of
fending it to her, to {lip into it a Ballad,
in which he firft fpoke of his love.
This fpark of love became a flame which
nothing could extinguifh; and Froiffast
having experienced all that agitation

* M. de St, Palage, ina note, fiys hie is not

quai with the R Bullou fig-
oifies Bailhf,

B4 which



8 )

which 2 ﬁrfclpafﬁon infpires, was almoft
reduced to defpair on hearing that his
~ milftrefs was on the point of being mar-
ried ; his excefﬁve grief overwhelmed
him, and caufed him a fit of illnefs
which lafted for three months. At laft
he took the refo.lutdion to travel, to diffi-
pate his cllagrin,ifand to recover his
health. As he travelled with a large
company, he was forced to be attentive
to himfelf, in order to hide his trouble.
After two days journey, during which
he had never ccafed making verfes in
honour of his miftrefs, he arrived at a
town, which T believe to be Calais,
where he embarked. During his paf-
fage the weather was {o tempeftuous as to
threaten an immediate wreck of the vel<
{el: this however was not capable of fuf-

pending



C9)

pending the application with which he
was working to finifh 2 Rondeau to the
honour of hislove. The weather became
calm, and the Rondeau was completed,
when he found himfelf on a coaft,
where, as he fays, they love war better than
peace, and wwhere fiangers are very well
received.  He fpeaks of England;; the re-
ception they gave him, the amufements
they procured him in the focieties of
¢ Lords, Lidies, and Damfels,” and the
careffes they loaded him with: but
nothing was able to calm the melancholy
which overwhelmed him; fo that, not
being able longer to fupport the pangs
of abfence, he refolved to return nearer
the lady of his heart.

Alady, Quecen Philippa of Haynault,
who detained him in England, learnt

, from



( 10)

from a Virelay, which heprefented toher,..
the caufe of his trouble ; fhe took com-
paffion on him, by ordering him to go
back to his own country, on condition
however of his promife to return, and
furnithed him with money and horfes to
perform the journey.

Love foon conducted him to the lady
of his affe€ions. Froiffart let no op-
portunity {lip of being in the fame places
where the might be, and of converfing
with her. We' have before {feen that
the was of fuch high birth, that ¢¢ Kings
and Emperors might have fought her;”
, thefe words taken literally are only
{uitable for a perfon of blood royal or
to the iffue of a fovereigﬁ prince; but
how can we conne@ the. idea of fuch
high birth with the detail he gives us of

" the
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the fecretconverfations, the amufements,
and affemblies, which he was at liberty
to partake of by day or night? and, as if
thefe traits were not fufficient to make
her known at the time he wrote, he
feems to have withed to have more
clearly pointed her out by the name of
Annc, in the enigmatical verfes which
make part of his Manufcript Pocms.
One may prcﬁgm‘e that this love, fo
paffionate and fo tender, had the ufual
fate of almoft every paffion.

Troiffart fpeaks in one of his Rondeaus
of another Lady whom he had loved, and
whofe name, compofed of five letters,
was to be found in that of Polixena:
this may bean Alix, which was fo;‘mcrly
written Aclix. There is reafon to believe
he had a third flame called Margaret,

and
.
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and that it is her whom he indireétly
celebrates in a poem * under the fitle,
and in honour of the flower which bears
her name .

Perhaps he fought in thefe epifodical
amours fome remedy for a paffion,
which according to his own account was
unfortunate. At leaft we know that, in
defpair for the little fuccefs which had
attended all his affiduitjes and attentions
to his firft miftrefs, he took the refolution
of again abfenting himfelf from her.

"This abfence was longer than the pre-

¥ Dittic de 1a fleur de la Margherite, pages 4o
and the following of his Manufeript Poems.

+ The Englifh reader muft be informed, that
Marguerite is not only the name of a woman,

.but alfo of the flower called daifey, and of .2
pearl,

ceding
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ceding one; he returned to England,
and attached himfelf to the fervice of
Queen Philippa. This Princefs, fifter
to the countefs of Namur, wife of Ro-
bert, to whom Froiffart feems to
have been a fervant, faw always with
pleafure her countrymen from Haynault;
fhe loved Letters; the College which
the founded, and which at this day is
known at Oxford under the name of
Queen’s College, isan illuftrious monu-
ment of the protection fhe granted to
them; Froiffart therefore united all the
titles which could merit the affection of

Queen Philippa.
The hiftory which he prefented to
her, as I have before mentioned, whe-
< ther ;\é his fixfk iousoey ax the decnod,
(for it is not poffible to decide which of
the
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the two), was very well received,

i
i
(
]
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nd

probably gamed hith the title of Clerk
(that is to fay fecretary or writer) of fhe
chamber of this Princefs, which he T’as
in pofleffion of from 1361.

In the age of Froiffart, all the Wo1ld
was per{uaded that Love was the mot:“’C
of the moft brilliant adtions of cour Age
and virtue. Knights made a parade of
it 1n tournaments. Warriors e}cpofed
themfelves to the moft perilous combatss
to maintain the honour and beaut}; of
their ladies. It was then believed that
Love might be confined to a delicate 1in-
tercourfe of gallantry and tendernefs:
it is almoft always under this form ¢hat
we fee it reprefented in the greater
parts of thofe efforts of the mind which
have been handed down to us from tPat

pericl’d ;
1
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period ; the ladies bluthed not in fecling
fo pure a paffion, and the moft modeft
made it the ordinary fubje& of their
converfations.

The Queen of England frequently
amufed herfelf by making Froiffart com-
pofe amorous ditties; but this occupa-
tion muft be confidered folely as a re-
laxation that no' way impeded more fé-
rious works, fince, during the five years
he was attached to the fervice of this
"Princefs, he travelled at her expence
to various parts of Europe, the object
of which feems to be a refearch after
whatever might enrich his hiftory. I
draw this eonclufion from a preface
which is found at the head of the fourth
volume in feveral manufcripts of the
Ch_ronicle of Froiffart ; ar{d, as it is not

to
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to be found in the printed copits *; I
thought the infertion of it would not
be improper here.

¢ At therequeft, with, and pleafure,
s¢ of that moft high arid noble Prince,
.¢¢ my very dear lord and mafter Guy
¢ de Chatillen, Count de Blois, Lord of
¢ Avefne, of Chimay, of Beaumont, of
¢¢ Schonove, of Goude; I John Froifl-
¢ fart, Prieft, Chaplain to my very

¥ M. de St. Palaye is not quite corre&t; for
the beginning of this preface is in the printed edi-
tion of Verard, and in another printed edition
which I believe was not known to Denys Sauvage
nor to M.deSt. Palaye. It will be more particularly
mentioned hereafter. This preface in my printed
editions is not fo long as this, and is fomewhat

different. It is not mentioned in the editions of
Denys Sauvage.

dear
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dear Lord above named, and at this
time treafurer and canon of Chimay,
and of Lille in Flanders, am again
awakened, and entered into my work-
fhop, to labourand work at the grand
and noble matters which, in former
times, occupied my attention, which
treat and examine the feats and
events of the wars between France
and England, and of all their allies
and adherents, as it clearly appears
from the treaties which have been
made and completed until this very
day of my again being awakened.

¢ Now, you that read, have read, or
fhall read this Inftory, confider in
your own minds, how I could have
known, and colleéted fuch fadts as [
treat of, and of fo many different

C €< parties,
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parties. In trath, I muft infor‘m'yot’x
shat I began at the early age of twenty
years, and came into the world 4
the time thefe events were pafling,
in the knowledge of which I have
always taken greater pleafure than in

any thing elfe. God has been fo

$ gracious to me, that I was well with

§¢

- €€

¢

£<

§C

£¢

(34
(41
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(31

€<

all parties, and of the houfehold of
Kings; more efpecially of King Ed-
ward, and of the noble Queen his
lady, Madame Philippa of Haynault,
Queen of England, lady of Ireland

and of Acquitaine, to whom in my

~ybuthI was Secretary, and amufed

her with handfome ditties and madrij

' gals of love; and through affe&ion

to the {ervice of that noble émd)p‘u-
iffantlady to whom I belonged, all the

¢¢ other

R
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other great Lords, Dukes, Earls,
Barons, and Knights, of whatever
nation they might be, Joved me, faw
me with pleafure, and were of the
greateft utility to me.  Thus, under
the proteétion of this good lady, and
art her cofts, as wellas at the expences
of great Lords, I have fearched in
my time the greater part of Chriften-
dom (in truth who fecks will find);
and wherever I came, I made inquiry
afterthofe ancient Knights and Squires
who had been prefent at thefe decds
of arms, and who were well enabled
to fpeak of them. I fought alfo for
heralds of goad repute, to verify and
confirm what I might have heard
elfewhere of thefe matters. In this
manner have T colleted the mate-

c2 ¢ rials
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¢ rials for this noble hiftory ; ‘andthat
¢¢ ‘gallant Count de ‘Blois before “meh-
“¢"tioited, ‘Tias taken gfeat Ppains ‘in it.
¢ And as ‘long as through Gold’s “grace
¢¢ 1 {hall live, I fhall continue-it, for

¢¢‘the more I work at'it, 'the greatér

¢ ‘pleafure I receive; like the tgallant
¢ 'Knight or Squire “endmonted ‘with
‘¢ ‘arins, 'by perfeverance and "atfention
¢ he petfe®s and acconiplifhes himfelf,
¢ s by labouring and “Workifig on
€< this® 'fﬁbjeé‘c ‘T-acquire greatér-ability
s¢“and' ﬂéllvht ”

~OFall the” parmculars 'of Froiffart’s Ilfc

“'during his refidencein England, we only

“know that he was prefent at the feparation

of 'the "King-and Queéen in ‘1361, with
their fon the ‘Prince 'of Wales and the
Princefs’ his lady, who ‘wefe going to

take
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take poffeffion of the government of Ac-
quitaine; and that he was between El-
tham and Weftminfier in the year 1363,
when King John paffed on his return to
England. '

There is in his Poems a piftoral,
which feems tq allude only to that event.
With regard to his travels during the
time he was attached to the ‘fervice of
the Queen, he employed fix months io
Scotland, and peneteated as far as the
Highlands. He travelled on horfeback
with his portmanteau behind him, and
followed by a greyhound.

The King of Scotland, and many
Lords whofe names hie has preferved to
us, treated him fo bandfomely, that he
could have withed to have returned thi-
ther.  William Earl of Douglas Jodged

c3 him
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him during fifteen days in his caftle of
Dalkeith, five miles from Edinburgh.
‘We are ignorant of the date of this jour-
ney; and of another, which he made
into North Wales, that I beliecve muft
have been about the fame timec. '

He was in France, at Melun fur Seine,
about the 2oth of April 1366 ; perhaps
private reafons might have led him to
téke that road to Bordeaux, where he
was on All Saints day of that year, when
the Princefs of Wales was brought to
bed of a {fon, who was afterwards Ri-
chard II. 'The Prince of Walcs {etting
out a few days afterwards for the war in
Spain, Froiffart accompanied him to
Dax, where the Prince refided fome
time. He had expe®ed to have at-
tended him during the continuance of

this



(23
#his grand expeditions but the Prince
would not permit him to go farther, and
thortly after his arrival fent him back to
the Qfteen his mother.

Froiffart could not have made any
long ftay in England, fince in the fol-
lowing year he was at different Italian
Courts. It was this fame year, thatis
to fay 1368, that Lioncl Duke of Cla-
rence, fon of the King of England,
efpoufed Joland, daughter of Galeas the
fecond, Duke of Milan. The marriage
was celebrated the azth of April; and
Lionel died the 17th of O&ober follow-
‘ing, Froiffart, who probably was in
his fuite, was prefent at the magnificent
reception which Amadeus Count de Sa-
voye, furnamed the Count Verd, gave
him on his return: he deferibes the

c4 feafis



(24 )
feafts on this occafion, which lafted thrée
days ; and he does not forget to tell us
that they danced a virelay of his com-
pofition.

From the Court of Savoy lie returned
to Milan, where the fame Count Ama-
deus gave him a good Cottehardie*, with
twenty florins of gold; from thence to
Bologna and Ferrara, where he received
forty ducats from the King of Cyprus;
and then to Rome.

* Or, as it is more often written, Cotardie, a
fort of coat, adrefs common to nren and women ;
here it means a Pourpoint. This was one of the
liberalities which great Lords were accuftomed to
make; they put money, as one fees by this ex-
ample, into the purfe, which, according to the

ufage of that time, was attaclied to the coat.
S, PALAYE.

Inftead
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Inftead ‘of the modeft equipage we
have feen him travel into Scotland with,
he was now like a man of importance,
travelling on a handfome horfe attended
by a hackney.

Tt was about this period that Froiffart
experienced a lofs which nothing could
recompence: Philippaof HaynaultQueen
‘of England, who had heaped wealth on
him, died in 1369. He,compofed o
lay on this melancholy cvent, of which
however he was not a witnefs; for he
fays, inanother place, thatin 1395 itwas
2% years fince he had feen England.
According to feveral authors*, he wrote

* Voffius de Hiftoricis Latinis, 1ib, 3. cap, 4.
Bullart, Académite des Scienees, tom, I p. 1240

. the

+



(26 )

the life of Queen Philippa ‘but this af-
" fertion is not founded on any proofs i

- Independently of the employment ‘of
Clerk of the Chamber to the Queen of
England, which Froiffart had h?:d, he
had alfo been of the houfehold of Ed-
ward IIL and even of that of John King -

of France. As there are {everal other

Princes. and Lords of whofe houfeholds -

he had been, or whom he calls his Lords

and mafters, it is proper to obferve, - that

by this.mode of-{peech ‘he feans not

only ! thofé Princes. 'and Lo'rcls' to whom

he had beén antached as a fervant but L

likewife all thofe who had made hlm ‘, ;. '

prefents, orgratlﬁcatlons or who, ha,vmg; -

received Inm in then‘ Courts or. Caftles; -

had adm1tted hxm to then‘ tables s
Froxﬁ'art
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Froiffart, having loft his patronefs
Queen Philippa, did not return to Eng-
Jand, but went into his own country,
where he obtained the living of Leftines.
Of all that he performed during the time
he exercifed this miniftry, he tells us
nothing more than that the Tavern-
keepers of Leftines had five hundred
francs of his moncy in the fhort fpace of
time he was their reftor. One reads
in a manufcript Journal of the Bithop of
Chartres, Chancellor to the Duke of
Anjou, that, according to letters fealed
on the 12th December 1381, this Prince
caufed to be fiezed fifty-fix quires of the
Chronicle of .Froiffart, rector of ‘the
parifh church of Leftines, which the
hiftorian had fent to be ifluminated, and

then
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then to be forwarded to the King of
England, the enemy of I'rance.

Froiffart attached himfelf afterwards
to Winceflaus de Luxembourg Duke of
Brabant, perhaps in quality of Sccretary,
according to the cuftom of Princes and
Lords in thofe days, who ecmployed
clerlis to manage their affairs, and in
their correfpondence, and who amuled
them by their knowledge, or their wit,
‘Winceflaus had a tafic for Poetry : he
had had made by Froiffart a colle&ion of
his fongs, his rondeaus and virelays,
who, adding fome of his own picces to
thofe of the Prince, formed a fort of ro-
.mmance, under the title of Meliador, or
the Knight of the Sun; but the blllie
did not live fufficiently long to fee the
completion of the work, for he died 1384.
Almoft
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Almoft immediately after this event,
Froiffart found another patron s -he was
madle clerk'of the chapel to Guy Count
-deBlois ; and he was not long in tefiify-
inghis gratitude to his new patron, by
-2 Paftoral on the betrothing of Louis
‘Count de Dunois, fon of Guy, with
Mary-daughter of the Duke of Berry.
Two yeass after, on the folemnization of
* this marriage at ‘Bourges, le celebrated
it in a fort'of Epithalamium, fufiiciently
ingenions for thofe times, intituled * The
Temple of Honour.”

He'paffed the years'r383, 1486, and
1387, fometimes in. the Blaifois, fome-
times*in Touraine ; but the Count de
*Blois having engaged him'to continue
the courfe of -his hifiory, which he hed

-éft unfinithed, he determined in 1388

10
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to take advantage of the peace whick
was juft concluded, to vifit the Court of
Gafton Pheebus Count de Foix and de
Béarn, in order to gain full information
in whatever related to foreign countries,
and the more diftant provinces of the
kingdom, where he knew that a great
number of warriors fignalized them{elves
daily by the moft gallant adtions.

His age and his health f&ill allowed
him to bear great fatigue; his memory
was f{ufficiently firong, to retain what-
ever he fhould hear ; and his judgment
clear enough, to point out to him the
ufe he thould make of it

e fet out with letters of recommen-
dation from the Count de Blois, to Gaf-
ton Pheebus, and took the road through
Avignon. One-of his paftorals informs

us,
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us, that he refided in the environs of an
abbey*, fituated between Lunel and
Montpelier, and that he gained the af-
fections of a young perfon, who bewailed
his departure : in the fame poem he tells
us, that he carried with him four grey-
hounds+, as a prefent to the Count de
Foix. Gafton was paffionately fond of
dogs, and had upwards of fixteen hun-
dred always with him: there exifts a
treatife written by lim on hunting,
which is preferved in manufeript in {e-
veral libraries, and which was printed
in 1520.

* Probably St, Geniez, a monaftery of nuns,
one league and a half from the road which leads
from Montpelier to Lundl, ST. ParLaxe,

4 Their names were Triftan, HeSor, Brun,
and Rollant, S, Parave.

Froiffart
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Froiffart went from Carcaffonne to
Pamiers, of which he gives an agreable
defcription ; he remained there for three
days waiting for the chance of meeting
fome perfon with whom he might travel
into Béarn. He was fortunate enough to
meet with a knight from the country
of Foix, who was returning thither from
Avignon, and they journeyed together.

Sir Efpaing «du Lyon, the name of
the knight, was a man of high diftinc-
tion; he had had confiderable commands,
and was employed all his life in negoci-
ations as delicate as they were important.
"The two travellers agreed perfectly well
together ; the knight, who had ferved

in all the wars in Gafcony, was equally

defirous tq learn every thing which re-

lated to thofe that Froiffart was ac-

quainted
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quainted with ; and Froiffart, morcin a
fituation to fatisfy him than any pne, was
not Jefs curious to be informed of thofe
events in which the knight had borne 2
part: they mutually communicated all
they knew, with a reciprocal complai-
fance, They rode fide by fide, and
frequently only a foot’s pace: their
whole journey was pafled in converfa-
tions; by which they mutually infirufed
each other.

Tawns, caftles, ruins, plains, heights,
valleys, defiles; every thing awakened
the curiofity of Froiffart, and recalled
to the memary of the Lord Efpaing du
Lyon the different a&ions which had
there pafied under his eyes, or which
he had heard related by thofe who had
been engaged in them.

D The
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The hiftorian, too exaétin the recital
which he givesus of thefe converfations,
“relates even’ the exclamations by which
he teftified his gratitude to the knight,
for all the interefting intelligence he
was {o good to give him.
. If they arrived at a town before fun-
fet, they profited of the remnant of day
to examine the outworks of the place, or
to obferve thofe parts of it which had
fuffered from affaults. On their return
to the inn, they continued the fame con-
verfations, ecither between themfelves or
with other knights and efquires, who
might be lodged there; and Froiffart
never went to bed until he had put in
writing every particular he had heard.
After a journey of fix days, they ar-
rived at Ortez. This town, one of the

molt
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moft confiderable in Béarn, was the or-
dinary refidence of Gafton Count de
Foix and Vifcount de Béarn, furnamed
Pheebus, on account of his beauty.
Froiffart could not have chofen a Court
more fuitable to his views. The Count
de Foix, at the age of fifty-nine years,
was the moft vigorouns, the handfomeft,
and beft-madle man of that period.
Adroit at all exercifes, valorous, an
accomplifhed Captain, noble and mag-
nificent, he never fuffered any warrior
who waited on him to depart without
carrying with him proofs of his Iiberality:
his caftle was the rendezvous of all thofe
brave Captains who had diftinguithed
themfelves in combats, or in tourna-
ments. Their converfations folely ran
on attacks of places, fuq;rizcs, fieges,

D2 affaults,
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affaults, tkirmifhes, and battles. 'Their
amufements were games of addrefs and
force ; tilts, tournaments, and huntings,
more laborious and almoft as dangerous
as war itfelf. Thefe details deferve to be
read in Froiffart: I can only imperfedtly
trace what he has {o excellently painted.

"The Count de Foix having learnt
from Sir Efpaing du Lyon the arrival
of Froiflart, who was well known at
the Court of Ortez by the two firft vo-
lumes of his Chronicle, {ent to feck for
him at the honfe of one of his efquires,
who had received and lodged him; and,
feeing him at a diftance, faid to him
fmiling, and in good French, ¢ that
*“ he was perfectly well acquainted with
¢ him, although he had never before
“feen him; but that he had heard

¢ much
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¢ much talk about him, and he retained
¢ him in his houfhold.”

This expreffion, as I have before faid,
dacs not mean that Froiffact was ladged
inthe caftle, butonly that his expences
were defrayed by the Count during the
winter he paffed at his Court. Ilis moft
ufoal occupation, in that time, was to
amufe Gafton, after his fupper, by read-
ing to him the romance of Meliador,
which he had brought with him, Every
evening he repaired to the caftle at mid-
night, which was the hour the Count
fat down to table, and none dared toin-
terrupt the reading.  Gafton himfelf,
who liftened with the greateft attention,
only fpoke to afk queftions concerning
the book ; and ke never fent him away,
before he had made him drink all the

D3 wine
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.wine which had remained on the table,
from his own bottle.

Sometimes this Prince took pleafure
to inform him of thofe particulars of the
wars in which he had diftinguithed him-
felf. Froiffart did not gain lefs infor-
mation from his frequent converfations
with thofe knights and efquires whom
he found affembled at Ortez ; more ef-
pecially  from the knights of ‘Arragon
and of England, attached to the houf-
hold-of the Duke of Lancaﬁer, who at
that time refided at Bourdeaux. They
related to him all they knew of the bat--
tles of the Kings John of Caftile; and
Denys of Portugal, and their allics.
Among others, the famous Baftor de
Maulion, in givi;lg him the hiftory of
his own life, told him alfo that of -al-

moft
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moft all the wars which had happened
in the different provinces of France,
and even in Spain, from the time of the
battle of Poitiers, at which period he
firft bore arms.

Although he applied himfelf, without
relaxation, in collefting hiftorical me-
moirs, Froiffart gave, however, fome
moments to Poefy. We have a pafto-
ral, by him, which he feems to have
compofed in the county of Foix, in ho-
nour of Gafton Pheebus,  He fays, that
being

Ln beau Pré fert ct plaifant
Par deflus Gave la riviere
Entre Pau et Ortais feant,

he faw fhepherds and fhepherdeffes,
who were converfing of different Lords,

D4 and
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and the arms they bore, e hdenitly
makes ule of thiz fiftion, to name with
praife all thofe from whom he had re-
ceived any marks of liberality; and ter-
minates his 1t swith the Count de Foix.
After a tolerable long refidence at the
Court of Ortez, Protffart began to think
of his departures e was detained by
Gafton, who gave lim hopes that an
opportunity would fnon offur for himto
travel in good company.  The marriage
of the Countefs of Boulogne, a relation
of the Count, having been concluded
with the Duke de Berry, the young
bride was conduéted from Orter to
Morlas, where the cquipages of the
Duke, her hufband, were watting for
her, Te fer ont in her fuite, aficr ha-
ving received proofs of the gencrofity
of
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of Gafton, who warmly prefled him to
retun to him, Ile accompanicd the
Princefs to Avignon, and the remainder
of the road which fhe took acrofs the
Lyonnois, la Breffe, le Fords, and the
Bourbonnois, as] far as Riom, in Au-
vergne.

The ftay at Avignon was unfortu-
nate to Troiffart; they robbed him.
"This melancholy adventure was the fub-
je&of a long poem, in which he intro-
-duces feveral incidents of his life, and
which I have made ufe of in this me-
moir.

‘One fees, by 'this piece, that the de-
fire of vifiting the tomb of the Cardinal
de Luxemboturg, who dicd in odour of
fan&ity, wasnot the fole motive which
had induced him to re-pafs through

Avig-
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Avignon in the fuite of the young Prin-
cefs ; but that he was charged with a
private commiffion from the Lord de
Couci. IHec might, as he fays, have
cndeavoured to feck for redrefs for the
lofs of his money by foliciting a Bene-
fice ; but this refource was not to his
tafte. He laid greater firefs on the ge-
nerofity of the Lord de la Riviere, and
the Count de Sancerre, who accompa-
nied the Duchefs de Berry, and on that
of the Vifcount ’Afci. He paints him-
felf, in this poem, as a man of much
expence: befides the revenue of the li-
ving of Leftines, which was confider-
able, he had received, fince he was
twenty-five ycars old, two thoufand
francs, of which nothing remained.
The compofition of his works had coft

him
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him feven hundred francs; but he re-
gretted not this expence; for, as he
fays, ¢ I have compofed many a hiftory
¢ which will be fpoken of by pofterity.”
The remainder was fpent among the ta-
vern-keepers at Leftines, and in his tra-
vels, which he always performed with a
good equipage, well mounted, well
drefled, and living well wherever he
went, .

Froiffart had been prefent at all the
feafts which were given on the marriage
of the Duke of Berry; celebrated the
eve of Whitfunday at Riom, in Au-
vergne, He compofed a paftoral for
the morrow of the nuptials; then, re-
turning to France with the Lord de Ia
Riviere, hec went to Paris. His natural
adtivity, and his ardour for information,

with
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with which he was inceflantly occupied,
did not permit him to remain there long.
We have fecn luim in fix months go
from the Blaifois to Avignon; then to
the county of Foix; from whence he
returned again to Avi;guon, and crofs
Auvergne to goto Paris.  One fees him
in lefs than two years {ucceffively in the
Cambrefis, in Haynault, Holland, Pi-
cardy, a fecond time in Paris, at the
extremity of Languedoc; then again at
Paris and at Valenciennes ; from thence
to Bruges, Sluys, in Zealand, and at laft
in his own country.

He accoméanicd into the Cambrefis
the Lord de Coucy to the cafile of
Crevecceur, which the King had juft
given to him,. He relates to him all he
had feen, and learns from him the dif-

ferent
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ferent particulars of the negociations be-
tween France and England.

After hwving ftaid fifteen days in Ius
own country, he paffed a month 1n Ilol-
land with the Count de Bloss, entertain-
mng lum with the huftory of lus travels.
He then goes to Lelinghen, tolearn the
details of the negociations for peace,
which were carrying on at that place,
He 15 prefent at the magnificent entry
which Habella de Buviere makes into
Pars  The exa@nefs with which he
defcribes the ceremonies obferved be-
tween the Pope and Charles VI 1t Avig-
non, feems to prove he was an cye-wit-
nefs of their meeting  this 1s the more
probable, becaufe 1t 1s certun that
Charles VI. went from Avignon to Tou-
loufe, to recene the homage of the

Count
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Count de Foix; when Froiflart was
prefent, and heard thcir converfation.
Nothing of novelty paffed, as one
fees, but Froiffart wifhed to be a {pec-
tator of ; feafts, tournaments, conferences
for peace, interviews of princes, their
entries, nothing efcaped his curiofity.
It appears, that, at the beginning of
the year 1390, he returned to his own
country, and that he was folcly occupied
in the continuation of his hiftory, and
in completing it, from the intelligence
he had amaflfed from all parts with fo
much labour and fatigue. However,
what he had learnt relative to the war
in Spain did not fatisfy him; he felt a
fcruple at only having heard one fide;
that is to fay, the Gafcons and Spani-
ards, who had been attached to the
King
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King of Caftille. It was the duty of an
exaét and judicious hiftorian to know
alfo what the Portuguefe had to fay on
this fubjeft: and, on the information
he had, that numbers of that pation
were to be found at Bruges, he went
thither.

Fortune ferved him beyond his hopes;
and the enthufiafm with which he fpeaks
of it, paints the ardour with which he
was defirous of a perfeét knowledge of
fa@s. On his arrival, he learnt thata
Portugueze knight, ¢ avaliantand wile
¢ man, and of the Council of the King
¢ of Portugal,” whofe name was Juan
Fernando Portelet, had lately come to
Middleburgh, in Zealand.

Portelet, who was on his road to
Pruflia to join in the war againft the

in-
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Otie cannot fay how long Froiffatt
remained in Haynault; one only khows
that he was again in Paris 1392, at the
time when'the Conffable de Cliffon was
affaffinated by Peter de Craon ; and at
Abbeville towards the end of that fame
year, or the beginning of the next, du-
ring the conferences which were held
there by the Plenipotentiariesfrom France
and Eng]ma, when they at laft efta-
blithed a truce for four years.

From the year 1378, Froiffart had
‘obtained from Pope Clement VIL the
reverfion of a canonthip at Lille, One
fees, in the collection of his Poetry,
‘which was completed in 1393, and i &
Preface, which is to be met with 1n fe-
veral manufcripts’at the beginning of

the



¢ 51)

the fourth volume of his Hiftory, com-
pofed about this time, that he titled
himfelf Canon of Lille; but Clement
VIL dying in 1394, he gave up his ex-
petations of the reverfion, and began
to qualify himfelf Canon and Treafurer
of the Collegial Church of Chimay,
which he probably owed to the friend-
fhip of the Count de Blois, ‘who re-
{pected him much; the Lordfhip of
‘Chimay being part of the inheritance
which the Count had had fallen-in to
him in 1381, by the death of John de
Chantillon, Count de Blois, the laft of
his brothers.

It was twenty-feven years fince Froif-
fart had left England ; when, takingad-
vantage of the truce between the French

T2 and
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and Englith, he returned thitherin 1393, ,
furnithed with letters of recommendation
to the King, and his uncles. From Do-
ver, where he difembarked, he went to
Canterbury, made his oﬁ’erlng at the
thrine of Thomas a Becket, and from
refpect to the memory of the Prince of
Wales, to whom he was perfedtly well
known, he vifited his magnificent mau-
foleun. He faw there the young King
.Rich‘ard, who had arrived to return
thanks to God for the fuccefs of his laft
campaign in Ireland : but, in fpite of
the good intentions of the Lord Pércy,
High Steward of England, who had pro-
mifed to procure him an audience of the
King, he ;ould\ not be prefented ; and
,Was obliged to follow this Prince to the
dife
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different places he vifited, until he came
to Leeds-caftic *,

This time was not loft on our Hifto-
rian ; the Englith were ftill full of their
expedition to Ireland ; and he got them
to tell him both their own exploits, and
the marvellous thingsthey had feen there.
Being yet at Leeds-caftle, he prefented
to the Duke of York his letters from the
Count d'Hainault and the Count d'Of-
trevant-f-. ¢ Mafter John,” faid the
Duke to him, ¢ keep near to our per-
¢ fon, and to my people; we will thew
¢ you all love and kindnefs; we are

¢ bounden fo to do, from affection to

* In Kent, .
+ Afterwards Earl of Holland, and Knight of
¢he Garter,

E3 ¢ former
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¢ former times, and to our Lady Mo~
“¢ ther, to whom 'you were attached 3
<¢ e well remember thofe times.” He
afterwards introduced him into theKing’s
chamber, who received him with very-
diftinguithed mdrks of good-will. Ri-
chard took the lettershe had been charged
with; and, having read them, faid, “that
* ¢¢fince he had been of the houfehold of
“¢ his grandfather, and of the Queen lus
¢ grandmother, he muft be fill of the
¢¢ houfehold of England.”

Froiffart, however, had not yet been
able to prefent to the King the romance
of Meliador, which he had brought
with him; and Percy advifed him to
wait a more favourable opportunity.
Two important que&s occupied the
mind of Richard; one was his in-

tended
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tended marriage with Ifabella of Frances
the other, the oppofition of the people
of Aquitaine to the donation which he
had made of this province to his uncle,
the Duke of York. The prelates and
barons had been fummoned to Eltham,
to deliberate on thefe two affairs ; and
Froiffart had followed the Court. He
wrote down regularly all the news of the
day, which he heard in his converfations
with the different Englith Lords; and
Richard de Servy*, who was of the
King’s Cabinet Council, entrufted him,
in confidence, with every refoluiion they
had determined upon, begging him only
to keep them fecret until they fhould
be publicly divulged,

* Q. Wasit Richard de Surry, Lord Surry ?
£ 4 At
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At laft, on the Sunday which fol-
lowed the holding of this Council, the
Duke of York, Richard de Swrry, and
Thomas de Percy, finding the King but
little occupied, mentioned to him the
romance which Froiffart had brought
with him. The Prince afked to fee it ;
and the Hiftorian fays, *¢ he faw it in
‘¢ his chamber; for, I had it always
¢¢ with me, and placed it upon his bed.
““ He then opened and looked into it,
¢ and was greatly pleafed: indeed, he
¢ ought to have been pleafed; for it
€¢ was illuminated, and the writing much
¢¢ ornamented : 1t was, befides, bound
¢¢ in crimfon,velvet, with ten filver-gilt
¢ nails, with a golden rofe, in the midft
¢ of two clafps gilt, richly worked with
¢ gold rofe-trees. Then,” continues

Froiﬁ'a‘rt,
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Froifiart, ¢ the King enquired what fub-
< jedt it treated of ; and I told him, of
“love. He was delighted with this an-
¢¢ fiver, and looked into different parts
¢ of the book, and 1ead therein; for,
¢ he read aad fpoke French perfedtly
““well. He then ordered one of his
¢¢ knights, named Sir Richard Credon,
“to carry it to his cabinet; and he
¢ feemed much obliged to me for it."”

Henry Caftede, an Englith efquire,
who had been prefent at this converfa-
tion, and who knew befides that Froif-
fart was writing his hiftory, coming up
to him, enquired if he had been in-
formed of the details of the conqueft
which the King had juft made in Ire-
land. Froiffart pretenided to be igno-
rant of thcm; in order to engage the ef-

A

quire



( 58 )

quire in ‘converfation, who took plea-~’
fure in recounting them to him.

Every thing the Hiftorian heard,
among the reft, the repaft which the
King of England gave in Ireland to the
fourKings, after having conquered them,
excited in him very great regret, for not
having come to England a year fooner,
as he was preparing to do, when the
news of the death of Queen Anne of
Luxembourg, Richard’s firft wife, made
him alter his intentions: be would not
have failed to have gone to Ireland, to
have feen every thing himfelf ; for, he
was much interefted in colle&ting the
minuteft circumftances of this expedi-
tion, in order to entertain *¢ his Lords”
the Duke of Bavaria and his fon, who
had on Frizeland fimilar pretenfions

to
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to thofe of the King of England on
Treland.

After three months refidence in Eng.
land, Froiffart took his leave of the
King. This Prince, whom he had fol-
lowed in his different excurfions near
London, ordered him to be given, asa
1aft mark of his affe@tion, 100 nobles *
in a goblet-}* of filver, gilt, weighing two
§IMarcs. ’

The melancholy end of Richard,
which happened in 1399, is related at
the end of the fourth volume of Froif-
fart’s hiftory, who acquits himfelf moft

* This fam may amount to about 25 guineas
of our prefent coin. St. Patave.

1 This was called by our anceftors a Henepée,
id eft, hanap, full of money : from whence comes
the Hanaper office in the Englith Treafory.

5T, Parare.

grate-
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gratefully to this Prince by the affecting

manner with which he Jaments his mif-
fortunes. At the fame time he remarks,
that 1n this event he faw the accomplifh-
ment of a predi¢tion which had been
made on Richard, when he was born at
Bordeaux ; and alfo of a prophecy in
the romance of Brutus*, which pointed
out the Prince who would dethrone him.

" The death of Guy Count de Blois
happened foon after’ Froiffart’s return
home : he mentions it in his Chronicle,
under the year 1367. He was then fixty
“years of age, and muft havelived atleaft
four years more ; for, he relates fome

events of the year 1400. If one was to

% See particulars of Wace, author of the ro-
mance of Brutus, in Mr. Ellis’s Specimen of early
Englifh Poets.

believe
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believe Bodin and La Popliniere, he
- > would have lived to 1420; but thefe
two writers have probably been deccived
by thefe words, which begin the laft
chapter of his hiftory: *¢ En l'an de
*¢ grace mil quatre cent ung moins;” in-
ftead of reading, *ung,” asit is writtenin
feveral manuferipts; and in the black let-
ter editions they muft have read ““vingt.”
Another paffage in Froiffart may alfo
have given rife to a belief that he lived
to about the middle of the fifteenth cen-
tury. In fpeaking of the banifhment of
the Count de Harcourt, who perfuaded
the Englith to make a defcent in Nor-
mandy, he fays, that the melancholy
effeéts of this invafion were vifible for
more than 2 hundred years after. Thefe
terms muft not be taken literally ; the

author
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author wrote rather as forefeeing thofe
évils'to come which he dreaded, than ag
being a witnefs of thefe fatal effets.

It is not, however, poflible to decide
in what year he died; it only appears
that it was in the month of O&ober,
fince his ‘¢ obit” is indicated in that
month in the Obituary of the Collegial
Church of St. Monegunda, at Chimay,
from ‘which I have added an extraét at
the end of this Memoir. According to
an old tradition of the country, he was
mterred in the chapel of St. Annc, in
this Collegial Church; and, indeed, it
feems very probable that he thould end
his day in his own Chapter.

The name of Froiffart was common to
{everal perfons who lived at the fame
time with our Hiftorian; befides the
Froiffart Meullier, the young efquire

from
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from Haynault, whom I mentioned in -
the beginning of this Memoir, one finds,
in the Chronicle of our author, 2 Dom
Froiffart, who had fignalized himfelf ar
the fiege which the Count de Haynault
had formed in 1340 againft the town of
St. Amand. This monk defended for a
confiderable time a breach which had
been made in the walls of the abbey,
and did not abandon it, before he had
Xilled or wounded eighteen men. One
reads, at the end of fome charters of the
Count de Foix, a fignature of J. Froif-
fart, or Jaquinot Froiffart: he was a
‘Secretary to the Count, and, perhaps, a
relation of the Hiftorian, There is alfo
mention made, in the regifters of the
¢ Trefor des Chartes,” of a remiffion
granted in 1373 to Philebert Froiffar,
efquire,
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efquire, who had been in the company
of Gafcons in the country of Guyenne, ‘
under the command of Charles d Artms, ,
Count de Pezenas. - . ot

"To avoid- mterruptmg the thread of
the namauve, I'have deferred to the end: :
of this M emoir the e}.ammatlon of a pa{—
fage in' the poetry. of I'rorﬁ'art whlch
points out, but in. obfcure terms, one
of the pr1nc1pa1 c1rcum1°cances of. his. hfe
He re,cals‘ §11e faults of v,hls youth',‘ and‘
particﬁlérly‘ reproaches himfelf for ha-
ving quitted a learned f’profeﬁidn for
which he had natural'taiehts;, and-‘whichr :
had gained him much fefpeé’c (he feems
to point at Hlﬁory or Poetry), to fol-
low. another, which, though much thore
lucreuve,.was as little fuitable to hxm
as that of arms ; and, haw’;iﬁg failed in

it,
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it, had made him fall from that degree
of honour to which the firft had ele-
vated him. He fays, heé Is determined
to repair his fault, and, retumning to
his former occupations, tranfmit to pofs
terity the gloriaus names of thofe Kings,
Prinices; and Lords, whofe generofity he
had partaken of.

In the whole courfe of the life of
Froiffart; I fee no period in which this
pretended change can be placed, nor
that can point out this lucrative trade,
and which he himfelf calls ¢ marchan.
* 4fe? The indecency of the exprels
fion will not fuffer u¢ to fuppofe it could
be his cure of Leftines; although he
has faid, in another part, that the rec-
tory was of confiderable value: could is
be the profeflion of lawyer, or that of

F. his
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His father, who was, as we have before
ftated, a painter of arms? A fingular
meaning of the word ¢ marchandife,”
in Commines, may perhaps give us a
plaufible explanation.

Commines, born in the fame country,
and not very far from the time of Froif-
fart, employs this word.to fignify a ne-
gociation of affairs between Princes.
The bufinefs of a negociator, or ratner
& man of int'rigue, who feeks, without
any apparent charater, to penetrate
the fecret of Courts, wounld perhaps be
that, which Froiffart repents to have
followed. The details In which we
have entered rcfpecting his varlous tra-
vels, the long refidence which he has
often made, in critical times, with feve-

ral -Princes, and the talents which he
had
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Lad to infinuate himlelf into their good
graces, feem to me to warsant this con-
jecture.

>

Extradt from a manufcript taken from
the archives of the Chapter of St. Me-
negunda, at Chimay, in which are
found the obits and pious foundations
made to this Chapter, and other an-
tiquities,  Folio 39 and 4o.

“'Fhe obit of Sir John Froiffard,
‘“born at Valenciennes, ,Canon and
¢ Treafury of the aforefaid Church,
¢¢ which flourithed in 1364, may have
¢¢ place hLere, according to his quality,
““as having been domeftick Chaplain
‘“to the renowned Guy de Chatillon,
¢ Count de Soiffon and de Blois, Lord

F2z ““ of
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¢ of Avelnes, Chimay, and Beaumont,
§¢ &c. who has alfo been a very cele-
s¢ brated Hiftoriographer of his time,
¢ and has written the wars and chroni-
¢¢ cles, and the moft remarkable events
£¢ from the year 1335 until the year
4¢-1400 ; according, as he himfelf re-
¢¢ lates, in divers parts of his hiftory ;
¢ and more efpecially in the 51ft chap-
<¢ ter of his 4th book, and as 1t 1s fhewn
¢¢ in the eulcgium written in his praife

¢ 1n the following words:
¢ Cognita Roman vix cflet gloria gentis,

¢¢ Pluribus hune feriptis ni decorafiet honos,
¢ Tanti ncmpe refert totum feripfifie per orbemn,
' “ Qualibet et dottos fec’la tulifle yiras,
¢ Commemorent alios alii, fuper xthers tollam
Y Froiffardum, hiftorie pcr‘fua fec'la ducem;

¢ Scripfit
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o ScApfif &R Niflortah mige fekagintd pér
« dnod,
# Totius Muridi, §ud Mefmoranda nofif,
o Scripfit & Anglorum Regine defid Philipp,
‘¢ Qui, Guilielme, tuo tutia jun&a toro.”

HONORARIUM.

Gallorum fublimis honos & fama tuorum,
Hic, Froiffarde, jaces, fi modo forte jaces,

Hiftorie vivus ftuduifti reddere 1itam,
Defuntto titam reddet at illa tibi,

Joannes Frorssarpus, Canonicus &
Thefaurarius  Ecclefiz  Collegiate
San@x Monegundis Simaci, vetuf-
tiffimo ferme totius Belgit oppido.

Proxima dum proprus florebit Francia fcriptis,

Fania * dum ramos, Blancaque} fandit aquas,
* The Faigne de Chimay, a fmall forcft des
pendaat on it.

+ La Blaoche Eau, a river which mns by Chi~

may.
T3 Utbis
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Urbis ut hujus honos, templi fic fama vigebis
Teque ducem hiftorice Gallia tota colet,
Belgica tota colet, Cymecaque vallis amabit

Dum rapidus proprios Scaldis obibit agres,
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Heads of the Matlers conlaindd
: in this Effay. '

1. A generaf plan of Froiffart's Hiftory.

1. A more detailed plan of the fme Hiftory,

111, Divifion of the four volumes of this Hif
fory into chapters ; and that of the firlt of thefe
solumes into feveral parts,

1V, Did Yroiffart himfelf make thefe divi-
fions ? ’

V. The time which Froiffart cmployed in the
compofition of this Hiftory.

VI The enquisies which Troiffart made to
form this Biftory, and the piins he took.

VIL What was the obje€t I'roiffart propofed
to himfelf in writing this Hiftory, and what

were the rules he had laid down to himfelf in
writing it.

VIIL The



¢ 74 >

VIII. The chronology of Froiffart.

IX. Of the firft thirty years which Froiffart
fpeaks of at the commencement of his Hiftory
after Jolin le Bek; that'is to fay, from 1326 to
1350.

THE



THE life of Froiffart has been the,
fubje of the preceding pages. I will,
row give you the hiftory of his works,
as well printed as manufcript, in verfe,
and in profe ; and I will, as faithfully
3s 1 am able, detail their contents. It
may, perhaps, be thought I have pufhed
thefe details too far; but, I fcc} I owe
a particular attention to an Iliftorian
who alone is worth 2 number of others,
by the importance of the fubje@s he
teeats of, and from the length of time
his hittory continues, I have befides
obferved that the author has cxpanded,
m the courfe of his work, many fads
which ferve to clear up many preceding

falts ;
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fa&s s and that, for want of this in-
formation, it has oftéit happened that I
have becen ftopped in my reading, and
have niét profited f6 much by it, as I
othérwife fhould havé done. It is this
which ha¢ nade me fenfible of tlie want
¢hiofe who tead Froiffart would have of
fircli an ékplandtion. ‘TS fmodthi all dif-
ficulties, atid to lay down. fiich Fules ds
My eonduct them, T hive atténipted to
d6 that, which I fhotild have been gldd
t6 havé found done, when I begin to
féad this author: for, I do rict fimply
propof¢ to' give an idex of our Hif-
fotian, that may fatisfy thofe whori cu-
fiofity alone miay induce to perufe; my
obje& is, that tliefe Wemoirs fhould
fetve as an Liitfoducion to thofé who
tr'i:iy bé induéed fo read him 3 ard that

5 Ehey
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they fhould render him, 23 much as
may pe poffible, more eafy, more inte~
sefting, and more inftradiive,

- L

General Plan of his Hifory.

THE Hiftory which Froiffart has left
s extends from 1326 until 1400, Itis
not confined to the events which waere
pafling in France during this long pe-
vod; it comprehends, with almoft gs
amuch detail, every confiderable affair
which happened in England, Scotiznd,

and
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and Ireland, and in” Flanders. It in-
clades alfo an infinite number of parti-
culars relative to th'e.aﬁ’ailjs of the Popes
of Rome and of Avignon; of Spain,
Germany, Italy; fometimes even of
‘Rufﬁa, Hungary; Turkey, Africa; and
other places beyond fea; in fthort, of
almoft the whole known world. But
this immenfe multithde of faéts,. {fo dif-
ferent from each other; whofe chrono-
logical order is mot very clearly made
out, frequently prefents to the reader
but a confufed mixfure of events, pafled
at different times, and in different places,
of which he cannot formi any diftin&
idea, and whofe memory cannot unite
d{o many {cattered obje&;;', which havé
‘a neceflary conne®ion bétween each
_-other. '

There



()

There will be found, at the end of
this Effay, an abridgement of the prin-
cipal facts related in the courfe of this
hiftory #; and, in order to remedy,
at leaft in part, the diforder which
reignsin placing thefe events, I will dif-
pofe of them each in the clafs to which
they belong, in pointing out the chap-
ters which it will be proper to read, to
follow the train 6f caufes of a fimilar na-
ture, as well as the hiftory of the fame
country, or fame nation. Itwill not be
pofiible for me to go into a very minute
detail. To lemve nothing to be withed
for, it would be right to make refer-

* Neither this, nor his Poems, are continued
in the Memoirs de I'Academie, by M. de St. Pa-
Iye, T.J.

v ences,
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&tices, at every article, of all the pafl-
fages which precede relative to it, and’
of all-thofe which follow; buf this cant
only be executed on the original itfelf,
and would require dll the attention of an
Editor who thould intereft himdelf for
the advantage of his readers.

|

1L

A more detailed Plaii of
Froiyfarts Hiftory.

THE Hiftory of Froiffart is -divided
into four books, -or volimes, as well i
all the manufcripts, as in all the printed

editiens.
The
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The firft begins with the coronation
of Edward III. King of England, in
1326, and with the acceffion of Philip
de Valois to the crown of France in
1328; and clofes with the ycar 1379
inclufively.

Froiffart begins his fecond volume
with the three laft years of the prcqeding
volume, and with more detail, having
gained fuller information than when he
firftwrote it. He continues it until the
peace of the men of Ghent with the
Duke of Burgundy, the treaty of which
is in the lafk chapter but one of this vo-
lume, dated the 18th December, 1383,

The third volume goes back as far as
the year 1382 inclufively, reciting feve-
ral events, which had been mentioned
in the fecond from the g3d chapter un-

G til
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til the end. 'The events of thefe four
laft years, which had been already re-
lated, are fo much expanded in the
third volume, that they occupy the 29
firft chapters. The reft 1s employed in
the hiftory of the following years until
1389, ending with the truce concluded
for three years between France and Eng-
land, and with the preparations that
were making for the entry of the Queen
Ifabella de Baviere into Paris, of which

the author promifes to fpeak hereafter.
The fourth volume begins with a re-
cital: of all the feafts and magnificences
which were made for this entry, and
ends with the dethroning and. death of
Richard TI. King of England, in x400,
and with the election which was made
that fame year of Robert, Emperor of
Ger-
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Germany. Thefe events terminate thi
two laft chapters of the whole work.

This manner of dividing the Hiftory
of Froiffart is the fame in all the ma-
nuferipts and printed copies; but thefe
divifions do not always begin or end at
the fame places in all the copies. T will
give an account of thefe variations,
which, in truth, are not very confi-
derable, when I come to where I thall
treat of the different printed copies and
manuferipts of Froiffart which have
pafled through my hands.

G2 HI. Di.
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1IT.

1

* Divifion of the four Volumes of Froif-

Jart into Chapters, and of the firft

Volume into feveral Parts.

THE four volumes of the Hiftory of

Froiflart are each fubdivided intoa great

number of chapters, which are differ-
ently placed, according to different ma-
nufcripts and printed copies; but, be-
fides thefe divifions, in a great many
manufcripts there is one which is par-
ticular to the firft volume. Some have
four bocoks, or parts, others fix, and’
{ome eight. 1 will fpeak more fully

when
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when I come to mention the manuf-
cripts of Froiffart.

It is in one of thefe four, fix, or
eight divifions of the firft volume, that
one muft feek for the termination of that
partof his Hiftory which Froiffart carried
‘to England, and prefented to Queen Phi-
lippa of Haynault. It neceffarily pre-
cedes thefe books, or parts, in which the
death of this Queen in 1369 is related :
it even precedes, if I am not miftaken,
every thing one reads prior to 1367,
when he was appointed Clerk of the
Clofet to the Queen of England; for,
I believe, it was the Hiftory which he
prefented to her that made him known,
and gained.him the office he held in the
houfehold of that Princefs.

' ¢ 3 One
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One cannot doubt but that it was pof-
terior to the recital of the battle of Poi-
tiers in 1356, fince it was but at that
epocha he began to write. One muft
not feek-for it neither before nor after
the years 1357, 1358, 1359, or 1360;
I would rather fix on the ycar 1360 :
for in that year was the treaty of Bre-
tigny concluded, which gave peace to
the French and Englith. This period
agrees tolerably well with the time our
author appears to have gone into Eng-
land: the circumftance of the peace na-
turally intercepted a Hiftory which had
apparently no other object than to treat
of deeds of arms.

The fecond and third volumes are

terminated at fimilar periods; one at
the
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the peace between the Duke of Bur-
gundy with Ghent in 13855 and the
other between the French and Englifh
in 1187,

Froiffart difcontinued writing in 1392,
and during the following years, which
were paffed in a fuccefTion of truces be-
tween France and England; of which
Froiffart took advantage, by going to
England, where he had not been for
twenty-feven years,

G 4 1V, Did
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1V,

Did Froiffart make thefe Divifions 2

ONE may afk if Froiffart himfelf di-
vided his Hiﬁory in the manner we have
related? I do not doubt but he was
the author of the divifion into four vo-
lumes; for, befides that it is fo in all
the manufcripts, even of thofe of his
own time, he fometimes cites fadts in
fome of thefe volumes which had been
related in a former, and makes ufe of
thefe expreffions, ¢ as it is mentioned
¢ in another Hiftory;” or in thefe
words, ‘¢ as you have before heard re-

“¢ lated
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< lated in the preceding book of this
¢¢ renowned excellent Hiftory.”

But as for the fub-divifions of the
firft volume into four, fix, or eight
books, it is not to be found in the moft
antient manuferipts; befides, it is not
uniformly the fame in thofe whercin it
is feen: I therefore do not hefitate in
attribating them to the copyifts, who
have made them of their own accord.

. With regard to the chapters of each
volume, and the titles of thefe chapters,
they are only to be met with in the
printed copics; and in the manufcripts
of that time, and pofterior to it, they
are different, according to the different
manufcripts or printed copies; and I
fee no probability that Froiffart was the
author of them. One fingle paffage

may
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may create a difficulty on this (fubjeé’c.
It is in the firft volume, p. 116, where
the Hiftorian refers you to the preceding
chapter ; but this paflage is evidently
an interpolation. Notwitftanding it is
in the three black-letter editions, and
in thofe of Denys Sauvage, it is not to
be found in any of the manufcripts
which I have feen, with the exception
of a fingle one in the National Library,
number 8521, which 1s of the date of
the latter end of the fifteenth century,
and one of the leaft authentic copies

we have.

V. Tbe
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V.

The Time which Froiffart employed
in the Compofition of his Iliftory.

THE principal of thefe divifions, that
which dnvides the Hiftory of Froiffurt
into four volumes, ferves to mark as
many diiferent epochas, at which he
flopped in the courfe of his work;
whether from want of materials, having
carried his narration to the time of his
writing; or whether he wifhed to take
fome repofe himfelf, 'and allow the fame
to his readers: but thefe are not the only
places where Froiffart has fulpended the

courfe
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courfe of his Hiftory ; many have been
pointed out, and I will endeavour to fix
a date to them, as well as to others, to

the utmoft of my abilities.
Before entering on this examination,
I fhall explain the manner in which I
underftand Troiffart difcontinued to
write his Hiftory. From all I have
faid of his life, he is feen continually
occupied with this obje&: upwards. of
, forty years of his life, reckoning from
the time he was twenty, were pafled in
this purfuit: but in fuch a great length
of time, there is one part of it which
more directly belongs to the compofi-
tion of this work ; I mean that, whep,
returning from his travels and laborious
enquiries, he colleted his materials,
arranged them, and formed a conneéted
hif-
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hiftory, fuch as we have it at this day.
As he worked at it at different tintes, I
fhall attempt to affign to cach of the
parts the fuitable time for it; to fix
when it was begun znd finifhed ; how
many years he employed upon it, and
the itervals during which he ceafed to
write: I think all thefe details neceffary.
Froiffart travelled over large trads of
country, and made in feveral places long
refidences ; he was attached, at different
times, to Courts whofe interefts were in
oppofition ; he lived with a great num-
ber of Princes and Lords of different
patties. Tt would have been very diffi-
cult for him not to have been biafled by
prejudices, or influenced by affedtion
for fome, and hatred to others; and
that he thould always have fteered cleat

of
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of the illufions of partiality; for his
candour 'alone, would have ferved to
have rendered him more fufceptible of
them. If all the circumftances are re-
colle&ed of the life of our Hiftorian,
which have been related in the prece-
ding pages, and they are connected
with thofe times in which he woiked at
the compofition of different parts of his
Hiftory, not only the nature of the in-
formation he might be in a fituation to
collect will be manifeft, as well relative
to places, as to the perfons he had feen ;
but thofe perfons to whom he may be
fuppofed to have leaned, will be pointed
out. Thefe grounds being once eftablith-
ed, will be of very gieat affiftance in
enabling us to appreciate more juftly
the different degrees of authority he de-

ferves,
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ferves, according to the various matters
he treats of, and the times in which he
treats of them. Without it being ne-
ceffary for me to explain myfelf moreat
length on this fubjedt, every reader may
apply this rule as he fhall advance in
the reading of Frouffart: it will ferve
him 25 a guide each ftep he takes; it
will guard him from error or feduétion
whether the Hiftorian fhould have been
ill-informed ; whether he fhould wifth
to impofe on his readers, fuppofing it
true that he fhould be capable of fo
doing.

The firft volume of Froiffart compre-
hends, as I have {aid before, the ITif-
tory from 1326 to 137g. This period
includes the time of his journey to Eng-
land, when one may reacsly {uppofe he

had
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had difcontinued the work ; for; he
confidered it then as being finithed to
that part, fince, he fays, he carried it
to England, where he prefented it to
the Queen. It ends, as I have already
faid, about the year 13603 and, as we
have feen that it was completed in 1361,
and that he had only begun on it about
the year 1357, it is evident that Froif-
fart fcarcely employed more than three
or four years in the compofition of this
part of his work; which neverthelefs
appears to me one of thofe with which
he has taken the moft pains.

A fort of conneltion, which I find
between feveral chapters of the remain-
der of this firft volume, of which the
firft announces others at a great dif-
tance, convinces me that this remainder

has
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has been compofed off-hand, and with-
out interruption; and that, confequently,
the Author only began to write it towards
the year 1379, fince he clofes it with
the account of the events of this fame
year. In truth, I believe that, during
the time he paffed in the fervice of
Queen Philippa from 1561 to 1369, he
was more occupied in writing, by her
orders, poems on gallantry and love
verfes, than in labouring at his Hiftory ;
and that, although in his different tra-
vels, feveral of which were after the
death of this Princefs, he was anxious
to gain every information of the hiftory
of his own time, he had not, in the
midft of an agitated life, neither fuffi-
cient leifure, nor 2 mind enough difen-
gaged, to write it.” Heemployed three

H or
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or four years in compofing the laft half
of his firft volume ; for we fhall fee, that
the following volume, which he did not
immediately begin on, was written from
1385 to 1388.

Notwithftanding Froiffart may have
written the firft volume at two different
times, 1t feems, that the preface, which
is at the beginning, was not done until
the whole was finithed ; for, the author
fpeaks in it of hls travels into Scotland,
whither he did not go-until after he had:
prefented the firf half of this volume.-
to the Queen of England. ,

No material interruption is met with.
in the courfe of the fecond volume. The
author employs’ the “twenty-feven firft
chapters in recapitulating the events of
the three laft years of the preceding vo-

lume,
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lume, which had been too fuccinétly
related. He adds new fa&ls, or new
circumftances, to thofe he had before
told, or redtifies the narration, as ha-
ving been better informed afterwards ;
and it is from this that I draw my proof,
that there was fome interval between
the compofition of the firft volume,
and that which followed.

After thefe twenty-feven firft chap-
ters he refumes the thread of his Hif-
tory, which he follows until the peace
the men of Ghent obtained from the
Duke of Burgundy, and of which he
seports the original treaty, dated the
18th December, 1385,

It is towards the year 1385 aor 1386,
that Froiffart began to write his fecond
volume: it was finifhed in 1388.. This

n 2 fame
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fame year he vifited the Count de Foixy
and in the account he gives of his travels
he fays, that different perfons reminded
him of everits which he had related in
his Hiftory ; and thefe events are told
in the fecond volume, which, accord-
ing to appearances, was immediately
written. ,

There is an interval of upwards ' of
twelve years between the compofition of
this volume and the enfuing one ; for,
the Author only began on the third in
1390. He then wrote it by order, and
at the expence, of the Court de Blois:
this he expreflly fays in the beginning
_of the g7th chapter, and 266th page of
this volume. There is nothing to pre-
vent us from believing that the prece-
ding volume had been compofed by

the
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+the orders of the fame nobleman, fince
1 have fhewn, in the Memoirs of Jus
life, that Froiffart had appeared to have
been attached to his fervice from the
Jear 1385,

The third volume, which returns te
thofe events that had happened fince
the year 1382, and which gives a fuller
account of them, had been, as I haye
Juft faid, begun on i 1390, and was
already finifhed in y392. The author
makes it {o to be underfiped in that
part where he {peaks of the conventions
entered into by the Duke of Britanny
with the King of France. He fays, that
at the time he was finifhing this baok,
the Duke had faithfully obferved them,
and had not done any thing worthy of
being noticed. 'We fhall hereafter wit-

H3 nefs
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nefs the difobedience of this Duke in

392 ; who, having received Peter de
Craon at his palace, at the time a fiate
criminal, he refufed to-obey the orders
which Charles V1. fent him o give him
up. This whole volume feemsto me to
have been compofed withont interrup-
tion ; at leaft, there 15 a material con-
ncdtion between feveral chapters at a -

great diftance from cach other.
The interval theres between the third

and fourth volumes, feems to have been ,
caufed more to give repofe to the reader,
than to the Hiftorian ; for Froiffart, in
ending the third, announces the events
which are to be the materials of the
fourth volume. I believe, the Hil~
torian, immediately on completing the
third, wrote the 5o firft chapters of the

2, fourth
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fourth volume, which clofe with the
events of 1392.

A great number of manuferipts, and
black-letter editions, which only begin
the fourth volume after thefe fifty chap-
ters, form a very natural prejudice in
favour of this opinion: befides, from
the year 1392, when they end, two
years paffed in continual negociations
between the French and Englith; du-
ring which, feveral truces, but of fhort
duration, were made; which, however,
ended at laft in a peace, or truce, for
four years. One cannot doubt but that
Froiffart then interrupted his writing ;
fince that was the time he performed
his journey into England, where he re-
fided three months. I believe, this in-
terval was confiderable, becaufe the re~

H 4 mainder
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mainder -of ‘the fourth'volume, which
feems to me to have been written with-
out intermiffion, was compofed, if 1 mif-
take ‘not, but feveral -years after this
journey ; that 1s to fay, towards the
end of the fourtcenth, or the beginning
of the fifteenth-century. Onec finds in
it thofe events whi‘chabelong to the years
1399 and 1400, I find nothing that
may lead us'to form any judgment how
long atime the Author employed on this
laft part.

Tt *is eceflary to make .one general
‘obfervation on 'the fubjeét of thefe in-
tervals, ‘which 1 have juft been fpeaking
-of, aud ‘of ‘which I ‘have attempted -to
‘determine the.length. When our Hif-
‘torian finifhed one of .the parts -of .his
Hiftory, ‘he ‘brought %t :down to -the

. time
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time when he was writing; and towards
the end he related the events as they
were pafling : from whence it happens,
as it feems to me, that there is much
confufion, often omiffions and miftakes,
which he has been obliged to correct,
or alter, in the following parts. Itis
probably thefe different fupplements
which have made him take in many
places'the title not only of ¢ A&or,”
that is to fay, Author, but in addition
.to it, that of Augmentator, of this Hif-
tory 3 and that he fays, in other parts of
it, ““t6.have undertaken, continued,
¢ and augmented.”

VI. The
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VI.

The Enguiries Iroiffurt made (o com-~

pofe his Hiftory, and the Pains he
took on this Subject.

IT has been fhewn with how much
pains and fatigues Froiffart had vifited
the greater part of the Courts in Europe.
Admitted into the paiaces of the greateft
Lords, he infinuated himfelf into their
confidence to fo great a degree, that
they not only related to him many par-
_ticulars of thieir own lives, and of thofe
events in which they had had a fhare,
or been eye-witnefles of ; but they dif-

covered
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covered to him fometimes the fecret of
the refolutions which had been entered
intoin the councils of the Cabiner, upon
the moft important affairs: he never
failed ta take advantage of his conver-
fations with thofe with whom he could
converfe and interrogate with greater
freedom.

It feems that he had learnt many de-
tails of the Court of France from the
fervants even of the King, and from
thofe who were near to his perfon.

If in his travels, at Court, or in other
places he vifited, he met with any from
whom he thought he could gain infor-
mation, more efpecially Captains, ot
Heralds, who in thofe times were the
moft ufual agents in negociations, and
in affairs of importance ; he began a
converfation with them, and infenfibly

led
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led them to {peak of thofe parts of hif-
tory of which they ought to be beft in-
formed, whether in regard to the coun-
try where they were, or to other circum-
ftances of their lives: and he never
quitted them until he had made them
tell all they knew ; all.of which he im-
mediately fet down in writing.

Not content to colle¢t all thefe pre-
cious authorities, and to -compare very
carefully, as he himfelf informs us, -the
information -of perfons-who had been at-
tached to different pafties, he fought for
proofs fill lefs liable to fufpicion. “He
confulted the treaties which Princes had
entered into with each other, their chal-
lenges, or declarations of war, the letters
they wrote to each other, and other pa-
pers of this nature. He exprefily fays,
' that
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that he had feen many which he does
not introduce; particularly thofe of the
Chancery of the King of England; and
fome of them are tranfcribed entire in
the courfe of his Hiftory. It appears
that he did not choofe every thing he
found as chance offered them, but that
he examined them critically, and laid
afide all thofe whofe authenticity did
not feem to him fully proven.

VII. What
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VIL

What End Froiffare propofed to him+

Jelf in writing his Hiflory ; and

‘ w/zat,.li‘ules he had laid down o
Iamfelf in writing. it. .

ONE may eafily judge, from the de-
tail of the attentions which Froiffart
himfelf tells us he took, that he was
acquainted with the rules of found cri-
ticiim, and the true method which
ought to be followed in writing hiftory.
He likewife informs us, that he had not
the intention of making a dry Chronicle,

wherein fa&ts are fimply related with
their
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their dates, and in the order they hap-
pened, but that he was anxious to write
what may be called in truth Iliftory,
in which the events were prefented with
all the circumftances which had attended
them. The details which lay open the
fecret fprings by which mankind adt,
are precifely thofe which unveil the
chara@er and the very heart of the per-
fonages which Hiftory places on the
ftage ; and this was one of the effential
parts of the defign which Froiffzrt had
propofed to himfelf in writing Iifiory.
Many };aﬁ'ages in his work indicate
that he had a natural inclination for
it, and that he found infinite pleafure
in working at it; but another object,
which does him much more honour,
had greatly firengthened this natural
tafte:
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tafte: he propofed to preferve, for ages
to come, the memory of thofe men who
had made themfelves renowned by their
courage, or by their virtues; to give to
their adtions a value, which nothing can
efface, or alter; and, by amufing ufe-
fully his readers, to give birth to, or
augment in their- hearts, the love of
glory, by the moft brilliant examples.

This defire,which always animated him
in his various enquiries, fupported him
during forty years of labour, in which
he neither fpared attention nor time,
and for which he feared not expending
_very confiderable fums of money. Inef-
fe@, nothing can be more proper- than
the {pectacle which Froiflart places con-
tinually before the eyes of his readers, to
in{pire them with a love for war; that

in-
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induftrious vigilance, always on its guard ,
againft furprizes, isinceffantly active to
furprize others 5 that activity, which
counts as nothing pains and fatigue ;
that contempt of death, which elevates
the mind above the fear of danger; in
thort, that noble ambition which ex-
cites to enterprizes of the greateft peril.

He paffes in review all the heroes
which, nearly during a whole century,
were produced by two warlike nations;
one of which was encouraged by fuc-
cefes as flattering as they were uninter-
rupted ; and the other, irritated by its
misfortunes, was making exertions to
revenge, at whatever price it may be,
its own honour and its King. In fo
great a number of actions, of which
many were extremely glorious to each

I party,
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party, it is not poffible but that fome
were to be found of a quite different
fort. Froiffart does not take the lefs
peins to paint thefe laft, in order to
give as much horror for vice, as he
wifhed to infpire love for virtue: but,
if all thefe pictures had been the fruits
of his own imagination, they would not
have been felt as much as he withed
them. In order that their impreffion on
the heart and mind fhould be perfeétly
fure, and ftrong, it was neceflary that
their bafis fhould be founded on the
pureft truth, difengaged from all flat-
tery, as well as from partiality, or in-
tereft.

It is this truth which our Hiftorian
piques himfelf with having fought after
with tle greateft care. However, all I

have
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have juft faid is taken ‘from Iris own
words, {pread over an infinity of paffages,
in his Hiftory ; and it is this alone that I
guarantee. It remains to be feen if he
has as faithfully obferved this law which
he impofes on himfelf, as he has pro-
mifed it. But before I enter into an ex-
amination of this queftion, I fhall make
fome general obfervations on his chro-
nology : I {hall then fpeak of the thirty-
firft years of his Hiftory, which are,
properly {peaking, but an introduction
to the forty, and fome years which fol-
low them, until the end of the fiftcenth
century.

1z VI Tée
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VIIL

The Chronology of Iroiffart.

I OBSERVE in the chronology of
Froiffart two capital defedts, which
are the fource of all the diforder found
in it. The firft is, that when he pafles
from the hiftory ¢f one country to ano-
ther, he makes the hiftory which he
begins go back to a period anterior to
what he has juft fpoken of, without ha-
ving had the attention to inform his
readers of it. The fecond, which is not
lefs confiderable, is, that he has not

fettled in his own mind the manner of

count-
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tounting the years; he makes them
fometimes begin the 1ft of January,
at other times at Eafter; others even at
Palm Sunday.

Froiflart does not confine himfelf to
date by years the events he relates:
months, days, hours of the day, are
often expreffed in his different recitals.
I remark, with regard to the days, that
he only begins them when night is com-
pletely gone, and that day-break begins
to appear.  With regard to the hours
of the day, he gives them a divifion, of
which fome examples, but in a f{mall
number, are feen in our antient au-
thors, and to which he very particularly
attaches himfelf. He divides them ac-
cording to the canonical hours of prime,
tierce, none, and vépres ; becaufe, per-

13 haps,
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haps, he was in the ecclefiaftical Tine
himfelf. I obferve,. that he’ has not any'“
where made ufe of the word Jfexte: what
he means by prime, was the morning,
the firft hour of the .day, or the hour
which followed next af“er day—break'
Tierce feems to: me,. to: marL the mter—
‘mediate time between the morhing and
mid-day, which he exprefles either by‘
the word mid-day,” or by that of zese.
Afterwards cqmes;?é'pre,. or, la véprée:
it was, as the word points out, the end
of the diy ; after which ivas reckoned
mid-night. Sometimes he adds to thefe
( words of prime,, tzerce, HOME,. 'vej)res, the
Eplthet of baffe; to- mark that the time
of thefe. hours was near clofing; and’
fometimes the word Aaute, which, in.-
fome inftances, appears to have the

fame. |
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fame fignification, and in othets quite
the contrary. He ufes this mode of
{peech & Paube erevant, to fay, that the
dawn of day has but juft begun to fhew
itfelf'; au foleil refeenfant, to exprefs the
fetting fun ; 4’ ls relevéc, for the time
which follows the hour of mid-day ;
and & Ia remontée, which feems to me
{ynonymous to Iz véprée, for the even-
ing, the time at which the day ap-
proaches to its end,

T4 IX. of
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IX,

bf the firft Thirty Years which Froif-
: Jurt has treated of at the Beginning
" of his Hiflory, after John le Bel ;
\ that.ls to [or_;/, Jrom 1326 {0 1856,

" THE firft thirty years of the hiftory
of Froiffart are properly but a prelimi-
nary, which ferves to give the, reader
fome information relative to the wars
which ‘he was afterwards to give an ace
count of. He defcribes the ftate of
France and of England ; and thews the
caufe of the quarrcl between the two
Crowns, which was the origin of thofe

bloody



bloody wars they carried on reciprocally
againtt each other. Froiffart cannot be
seckoned a contemporary writer of thefe
firft thirty years; he was not born, or
if he was, he was in his infancy, or of
fuch an age that he could not make
any great ufe of his reafon, He there-
fore fcarcely ever mentions thefe tinrty
years, as an author who has feen what
he relates; and, without doubt, it muft
be to this period alone that one can re-
fer what he fays in the commencement
of his Hiftory, that he wrote after ano-
ther who had lived before : it is, as he
tells us, ¢¢ the true Chronicles of John
¢ le Bel, Canon of St, Lambert, of
¢ Liege.” Thefe Chronicles have not
been handed down to us; and I cannot
difcover any thing more, either con-

cerning
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cerning the work, or its author, but
what Froiffart tells us. He fpeaks of
him as of one who no longer exifted ;
but he boafts his exaétnefs, and the
pains he took in comparing his Chroni-
cles, and the confiderable expences he
was at on this fubjet. He repréfents
him as the fa.vomit; and confidant of
John of Haynault, in company with
whom he might have witnefled feveral
great events, which, fays he, fhall'in
the end be related ; for the Earl, who
was nearly related to {everal Kings, had
played a principal part in many of thefe
tranfactions. »

- Froiffart, in thefe thirty years,
which are anterior to the battle of
Poitiers, 1n 1356, enters more into the
detail of the lliﬂorf of the Englth

than of. the French, perhaps from ha-
vinge
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ving followed, in this refpe, his ori-
ginal author, ,who had taken a much
greater intereft in the Iiftory of Eng-
Iand, from its connexions with the
Count de Haynault. This certainly is
the caufe why thofe manuferipts, which
only contain the ﬁrﬁ'ycars of the Chro-
nicle of Froiffart, are called Chronicles
of England ; and alfo has given rife to
the reproach which has been made to
him of being the partizan of England,
and ill-inclined towards France; an ac-
cufation which I fhall examine at the
end of this criticifm.

I do not think Froiflart could have
chofen a better guide for the hiftory of
the thirty years, than the author he fays
he followed. To judge of the informa-
tion which this Hiftorian might have

drawn
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drawn from the intimacy with which ke
lived with John of Haynault, one muft
recolle&t the fituation in which this Earl
thenwas. The Queen of England, Ifa-
bella of France, had fled from England
with the young Prince of Wales, her
fon, afterwards Edward III. to free her-
felf from the perfecutions of the Spen-
cers, and the other favourites of her huf-
band, Edward I1.

Charles le bel, King of France, bro-
ther to this Queen, was forced to order
her to quit his kingdom, after he had
afforded her an afylum for fome time.
The Court of the Count de Haynault,
of whom we are fpeaking, was the only
refource for the mother and {on: not.
only was this open to them, but they
found there powerful {fuccours to carry

with
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with them to England, and to draw
down vengeance on their enemies.

The young Prince had there met 2
virtuous and amiable Princefs (fhe was
one of the daughters of the Count),
who felt for him thofe firft fentiments
of a natural inclination, which fecm to
foretell the moft durable attachments: .
Le conceived a ftrong affeétion for her,
made her his bride, and afterwards the
was placed with him on the throne of
England. It is the fame to whom Froif-
fart prefented his Hiftory.

Froiffart wrote then after an author
'who was himfelf perfonally acquainted
with all thefe facts, and from the per-
fons the beft informed ; for it was theic
own hiftory. The writer who appears
1o have been brought up at the Court of

the
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the Count de Haynault, was living in
the greateft familiarity with thofe, to
whom all the circumftances of this
Court, which were then recent, would
be in their recolletion, and perfedtly
well known to them; and he wrote the
hiftory of it for Queen Philippa, of
-Haynault, who had acted fo principal a
part in it : never was there an Hiftorlan
who had more undeniable witneffes of
the facts he relates. Never was there
one, in whom greater confidence could
be placed, than in Froiffart in this part
of his Hiftory. You will, however, re-
colle& the faults which M. Lancelot has .
corre€ted in feveral articles which con-
cern the Hiftory of England at this pe-
riod. His criticifm is founded on the
original aéts which he has had in his

hands,
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hands, and whofe authority is unquef~
tionable, I urge this example, becaufe
it feems to me more proper than any
other, to make a truth, important to
our Hiftory, more ftrongly felt, and
which has been fo much recommended
by authors the moft verfed in this ftudy:
I mean, the abfolute neceffity of accom-,
panying the ftudy of Hiftory, with the
comparing it with the original a&s of
thofe times.

Some of them enlighten parts which
are wanting, while others add to the tef-
timonies of Hiftory a degree of authen-
ficity of which they are but intoo much
need; and it is from this comparifon,
that the certitude of thefe truths refults
ns much as their nature is fufceptible
with regard to us. I fhall referve for

another
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snother opportunity to fpeak of thofe
forty and fome years following, which
Froiflart wrote as a contemporary Hif-
torian, and as an cye-witnefs, T may
fay, of cvery thing which was then
pafiing in the world.  But T fhell firfe
examine the different judgments which
have been paffed on this Hiftorian, and
particularly the almoeft univerial reproach
which has been made to him, of being
a violent partizan of the Erglifh, and a
declared enemy to the French. T fhall
Ipeak of his partality in other refpeéts,
his credulity in certain articles, his ex-
a&nels in others, and his mode of
writing : I will then enumerate the de-
tail of the editions which we have of his
Ilfrory; I will difcufs the merits and
faults of cach of them; I fhall, more

e
Ci~
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efpecially examine whether that of Sau-
vage has more corrupted and falfified
the text, than it has enlightened it.

In fhort, I fhall give a fummary ac-
count of upwards of forty volumes, in
folio, of manufcripts of this Hiftory,
which I have collated with great at-

tention,
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Il

I HAVE laid before you the views
with which Froiffart wrote his Chroni-
cles, the care he took to be informed of
all the events which were to make parts
of it, and the rules he had impofed on
himfelf in writing it. T fhall at prefent
examne if he has been exa in obferv-
ing thefe rules; what are:the defeds
and advantages of his Hiftory ; what is
the form and fiyle of it. From thence
I fhall pafs to the manufcripts and edi-
tions we have of it ; then to the abridge-
ments and different tranflations which
have been publifhed.

\ K3 Froif-
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Froiffart is accufed of partiality ; and
this accufation is become fo general,
that it feems to have acquired the cha-
racter of notoriety; whofe privilege is
to fuperfede proofs. Froiffart 1s faid to
have fold his pen to the Englith, who
paid him a confiderable penfion ; and,
by a neceflary confequence of his affec-
tion for them, he is unfavourable to the
French.

Bodin, Pafquier, Brantdme, Sorel,
la Popeliniere, le ILaboureur, decide
againft him in the moft pofitive terms,
It feems even that his readers, preju-
diced by the connexions which Froiffart
had with the Englith, may have fome
reafon to diftruft every thing he relates
to their advantage. Intruth, he begins
by faying, that he had written his Hif-

" tory
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tofy at the folicitations of Robert de
Namur, A near relation of the Queen
Philippa, and a vaffal of the Crown of
England, which he ufefully ferved a-
gaint France. In another part lie iri
forms us, that he was of the houfchold
of Edward III. the moft crucl enemy of
the Trench; ahd that his Queen, to
whom he was Sceretary, had not only,
by her liberalities, enabled him to tra.
vel into various parts in order to enrich
his Hiftory, but that fhe had gene.
roufly paid hint for his labours in it.

In thort, the firft twenty-fix chapters
of his Chironicle folely concern the Hif-
tory of England, which has been the
reafon why it has been called the
¢ Chronicle of England” in feveral
manufcripts.  From thence it ltas been

K4 con-
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concluded, that Froiffart, from his ifi
timate attachment to the Court of
England, niuft be a-violent partizan
of that nation, "and the enemy of ifs
enemies. Nothing more was wanted for
the moft innocent accounts, if given by
any other Hiftorian, appearing as poi-
fonous if iffuéd from his pen: but, in
order to -judge if this {ufpicion has any
foundation, I will run over the period
of which he has tran{mitted to us the
hiftory, 1h examining fucceflively the
different fituations he was in when he
wrote the various parts of it.

Froiffart cannot be fufpected of par-
tiality during the firft years of the reign
of Edward IIL .. This Prince never for-
got that his uncle, : King Charles le bel;
had given him an afylum in his king-

© dom;



(137 )
dom 3 when, with his mother, Ifabells
of France, he had efcaped from the
perfecutions of the Spencers, who go-
verned the mind of his father, LEd-
ward 1L
, The Court of France had not any
mifunderftanding with that of England
during the reign of Charles. I pafs over
for a moment the forty years which fol-
lowed from 1329, when the fucceffion
to the Crown of France being opencd
by the death of Charles le bdl, the
‘bonds which had united the Kings of
France and England became themfelves
the fource of divifions and of the moft
murderous wars ; and I come to the times
which fucceeded the death of Queen
Philippa in 1369, a period when Fioif-
fart, no Jonger refiding in England,
had
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had attached himfelf to Winceflaus,
Duke of Brabant. This Prince, bro-
ther to the Emperor Charles IV. was,
in fa&, uncle to Anne of Bohemia,
who was afterwards Queen of England,
by her marriage with Richard IL ; but
he was alfo in the fame degree of rela-
tionthip with Charles V. of France, the
fon of his fifter, and preferving a firict
neutrality between the two rival Crowns,
he was invited to the Coronations of
Charles V. and of Charles VI. He ob-
tained even in the laft of thefe ceremo-
nieé the pardon of the Count de St. Pol,
whom the King’s Council withed to put
to death for the crime of high treafon.

Froiflart, who informs us of this cir-
cumftance, with which he muft have

been well acquainted; tells us another,
which
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which clearly fhews, that Winceflaus
ever preferved the fricndfhip of King
Charles, as well as that of his Council.
During the time the war was carrying
on with the greateft obflinacy, he ob-
tained a paffport for the Princefs Anne
of Bohemia to go to England, where fhe
was to marry Richard II, Charles and
his uncles accompanied this fas our with
the moft obliging letters, adding, they
only granted it out of {riendfhip to him.
Froiffart had not any intereft to write
againft France during the time he paffed
with this Prince; he had, fhortly after-
wards, ftill lefs, when he was Sccretary
to the Count de Blois, who crowned n
life, completely devoted to the interefts
of France, by the facrifice of the inte-
tefts of his own family. The moft tri-

fling
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fling marks of ill-will againft Francd
would have expofed him to.lofe not
ouly the good graces of his mafter, but
the fruit of his hiftorical labours, which
he had induced him to continue; and
which he fo generoufly recompenfed.
The Hiftorian therefore, fearful of the
reproaches  which might be made him
for being too good a Frenchman, re-
proaches very different from thofe which
have been fince made him, thinks him-
felf bound to juftify, in the following
terms, what he relates of the inviolable
attachment of the Bretons to the Crowsn
of France againft the Englith, vol. III.
éhapter LXIV. p.193, year 13847, “Let
‘¢ no one fay I have been corrupted by
¢ the favour which the Count Guy de
“* Blois (who has made me write this

’ ¢¢ Hif-



( 141 )

1 Hiﬁor;') has fhewn unto me, and who
¢¢ has fo liberally paid me for it that I
f¢ am fatisfied, becaufe he was nephew
¢ to the true Duke of Britanny, and
“ fo nearly related as fon.to Count
¢ Louis de Blois, brother-german to
¢¢ Charles de Blois, who, as long as he
¢¢ lived, was Duke of Britanny: no,
by my troth, it is not fo; for I will
¢ not fpeak at all, unlefs it be the truth,
< and go firait forward, without colour-
¢ ing one more than another: befides,
¢¢ the gallant Prince and Court, who
“¢ have made me undertake this Hiftory,
“¢ had no other wifh but for me to fay
¢ what is true.”

Since “Froiffart, in all thefe times
which carry us almoft to the end of his
Chronicle, cannot be fufpeted of ha-

tred
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gred to the French, nor of affection to
the Englith ; T return to thofe yearsI
have omitted from 1329 to 1369, of
which he paffed a confiderable part in
England, attached to the King and
Queen, al.ld‘living in a fort of fami-
Liarity with the yolung Princes, their
children : itis in refpeé’c to thefe years,
that the fufpicion of partialitir to the
Englith can fubfift with the greateft
’force. It was difficult, in a Court
where every thing breathed hatred ta
'France, for him to preferve that per-
fect neutrality which the quality of an
'Hifcorian demands; and that he thould
not lean towards that paffion of Princes
to whom he owed his prefent fortune,
and from whom he expeéted more con-
fiderable eftablifhments.

) One
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One might find reafons to weaken this
prejudice in the fweetnefs and modera-
tion which Queen Philippa ever pre-
ferved in the midft of all thefe wars;
who calmed the fury of her hufband at
the fiege of Calais, and who obtained,
by her inftances, the pardon of the fix
generous citizens of that town, whom
“he had condemned to death. I might
add, that if TFroiffart was of the
houfehold of King Edward, he was alfo
of the houfehold of King John; and it
{eems, he was attached to this Prince
even at the time when he was in Eng-
Jand.

But, without fecking to combat thefe
prgjudices by others, I fhall fimply con-
fult the text of Froiffart, which muft,
jn this refpeét, be the rule for our

judgment,



(4

judgment. - After having read him with

1

-all the attention T am capable of, with-
-out having remarked one fingle trace of
the partiality they reproach him with, 1
have examined with the utmoft care
fome principal-points, where paturaﬂy
it ought to have been the moft apparent,
The acceflion of Philip de Valois to
‘the Crown had incenfed all England,
‘who adopted the chimerical pretenfions
of Edward III. 'This was a delicate cir-
‘cumftance for an Hiftorian ; who, living
‘in the midft of a Court; and a nation

Jo flrongly prejudiced, was determined -
not to-quit the line of duty. Now, thefe
‘are the terms in which Froiffart relates
this event, after havingmentioned the
-deaths of the Kings, Louis Hutin, Phi-
‘1ip le long, and Charles le bel: ¢“The
¢¢ twelve
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<< telve Peers and Barons of Irance
¢ did not give the realm of France to
¢¢ their fifter, who was Queen of Lng-
¢ land, becaufe they declared and main-
¢ tained, and fiill refolve, that the
¢¢ kingdom of Francc is fo noble, that
“¢ it ought not to defcend to a female,
¢ nor confequently to the King of Eng-
¢ Jand, her eldeft fon; for thus they
¢ determine, that the fon of a female
“¢ cannot claim any right of fucceffion
¢ as coming from his mother, when the
‘¢ mother herfelf has not any right; fo
¢ that, for thefe reafons, the twelve
¢¢ Peers and the Barons of France una-
¢ nimoufly decreed the kingdom of
¢ France to my Lord Philip, nephew
¢¢ to the good King Philip, of France,
¢ before-mentioned, and took from the

- L “ Quceen
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¢“ Queen of England and her fon the
¢¢ right of fucceeding to the laft King,
¢¢ Charles. Thus, as it appeared to
¢¢ many perfons, did the kingdom of
¢¢ France go out of the ftrait line of
¢¢ fucceffion, which occafioned very
¢¢ oreat wars in confequence, &c.”

This whole paffage prefents nothing
but what muft make one admire the cou-
rage and candour of the Hiftorian, when
-even he fhould have added thefe words',
¢¢ it appeared to many perfons;” fince
it i1s not any matter of doubt that the
fucceflion paffed from the ftrait line to
the collateral branch.

Neverthelefs, fome malignant inten-
tion was thought to lurk beneath, and
the words ‘¢ took from™ having offended
fome readers, they have added in the

margin
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margin a fort of correction, which I
have feen in two manufcripts in a hand
almoft as antient as the manufcripts
themfelves: ¢ They never could take
¢¢ away what they had never been in
¢ poffeflion of, nor had any right to.
¢¢ They never took it away; for, neither
¢ the forefaid lady, nor her fon, had
¢ even a right to it ; but Froiffart fhaws
¢¢ he was partial to the Englith.”

'The homage which King Edward IIT.
paid to the King of France, hurt ex-
ceedingly the delicacy of the Englith:
they had difputed for fome time, and
with great warmth, on the form in
which it was to be made; fecking to
curtail it of all that was humiliating to
them. Asthe King of France firmly
fupported the prerogatives of his Crown,

L2 and
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dnd obliged Edward to acquit himifelf
of this duty according to the terms
which had been practifed by his pre-
deceflors, an Hiftorian who was defirous
of being complaifant would have flightly
pafled over thisarticle. Froiffart, how-
ever, infifts upon it as much as he i
able; ‘he neither omits the difficulties
which the Englith made, nor the au-
thorities which King Philip oppofed to
them ;- and he accompanies thefe details
with the original ,acts the moft proper
to ¢onfirm thém ; fo that,. if the Kings
of France fhould ever have occafion to
verify their rights, the depofition alone
of Froiffart would furnifh an authentic
and inconteftable title.

The Englith accufe the French of
not being very {crupulous in obferving

. treaties ;
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treaties ; and maintain, that Sir Geoffry
de Charni a&ed by the fecret orders of
the King of France, when, in contempt
of a truce which had been made, he at-
tempted to furprize Calais in 1349. Ra-
pin embraces this opinion, and fupports
it by the teftimony of Froiffart, whom
he quotes in the margin. I know not
from what copy, nor what manufeript,
he has taken his authority ; but, for
my part, I read in all the printed and
in all the manuferipts thefe words,
which are quite contrary to his fenti-
ments: ¢“ I believe, that Geoffry de
¢¢ Charni had never fpoken of it to the
¢ King of France; for, the King would
¢¢ never have advifed him to attempt it,
f¢ on account of the truce.” :

L3 The
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TheEnglith again impute toCharles V.
the infraction of the treaty of Bretigny,
which they firft broke, if we believé the
French. Far from finding any thing in
Froiffart which favours the Englifh pre-
tenfions, I believe that, if the terms in:
which he exprefles himfelf were ftrickly
examined, they would at leaft form a
prefumption againft them. 1 do not
defpair but that one day a brother aca-
demician will give usall the proofs which
a found criticifm, and a mature reading
of the hiftorical monuments of that age,
can futnifth on a point of Hiftory which
is of equal confequence to the nation and
to truth.

The fingular combat propofed in 1354
between the Kings of France and.of

England,
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England, is ftill a matter of difpute be-
tween the Hiftorians of the two nations.
According to the French, the challenge
fent in the name of King John was not
accepted by Edward; whilft the Eng.
lith fay, their King dared the King of
France to battle, but that he refufed the
combat: Froiffart decides formally for
the French, ¢¢ The King of Irance,”
fays he, “ went after him as far as St.
< Omer, and fent to him (the King of
¢ England) by the Marfhal d"Authain,
¢ and by feveral other knights, that he
¢ would fight with him, if he pleafed,
* body to body, or ftrength againft
¢ firength, any day he would name:
¢ but the King of England tefufed the
#¢ combaty, and re-croffed the fea to

L4 ¢ England ;
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¢ England ; and the King of France re-
“¢ turned to Paris.”

To thefe examples, I could add a
great number of other paffages where
‘he gives much praife, as well to the
people, asto the Lords who fignalized
themfelves by their attachment to the
party of the French, and wherein he
neither fpares thofe who had declared
themfelves again[’c,"nor thofe who had
cowardly abandoned them. In addition
to what ‘he fays of the fidelity of the
Bretons, and -of the Counts de Blois,
their legitimate fovereigns, he praifes
.the zeal with which f{eyeral Lords in
Scotland received the French fleet fent
in 1385 to affift them againft the Eng-
lith., The Earl of Douglas, to whom

he
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he appears much attached, and in whofe
caftle he had fpent feveral days in his
travels into Scotland, feems to be of
this number. At the fame time he de-
claims againft thofe whofe bad faith,
and ingratitude, rendered this armament
fruitlefs,. Ile fpeaks in the ftrongeft
terms of the prefumption of the Duke
of Gueldres, who dared to declare war
againft the King of France (Charles VI.)
in 1387, and of the infolence with
which he expreflfed himfelf in his de-
claration of war. He applauds the juft
indignation which induced this monarch
to march in perfon to chaftife the pride
of this petty Prince.

In fhort, of all the nations whom he
fpeaks of in his Hiftory, there are but

few
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few whom he has not fometimes marked"
with odious epithets. According to him,
the Portugueze are paffionate and quar-
relfome; the Spaniards envious, haughty,
and uncleanly ; the Scots perfidious and
ungrateful 5 the Italians affaffins and i
poifoners; the Englith vain-boafters,
contemptuous, and cruel. There is not
one trait againft the French: on the
contrary, this brave nation fupports it-
{elf, according to Froiffart, by thé vi-
gour and ftrength of its knighthood,
which was never {o totally overwhelmed
by its misfortunes, as not in the end to
find fome marvellous refources in its
courage. The Hiftorian alfo feems to
have taken a pride in having been born
a Frenchman, in telling us, that he

owed
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owed to this title the good reception
which a French efquire gave him, when
he lodged with him at Ortez,

It is true, that the King of England,
and his fon the Prince of Wales, feem
to have been, aslong as they lived, the
heroes of his Hiftory; and that, in the
fectal of feveral battles, he is more oc-
cupied with them than with the King of
France. But, where is the Frenchman
of candour, who will not find himf{elf
forced to give thefe Princes the utmoft
praife? Béfides, does not our Ilifto-
rian render juftice to the valout and in -
trepidity of King Philip de Valois, and
of King John? Nothing can furpafs
the praifes he gives as well to the wif-
dom as to the ability of King Gharles V.3
and, above all, that glorious teftimony

which
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which he makes no difficulty. to put
into the mouth of the King of England :
¢¢ There never was a King who {o little
¢¢ armed himfelf ; and there never was a '
¢¢ King who gave me fo much to do.”

I think I have fully eftablithed, by
all that you have juft read, that Froif-
fart was not that partial Hiftorian he
has been accufed of. Neverthelefs, I
think it will be more fure to read him
with fome circumf{petion, and that one
ought, as much as may be poffible, ne-
ver to lofe fight, I repeat it, of two
objeéts which I have particularly endea-
voured to make obferved in the prece-
dmor pages : I mean to fay, on one hand,
the details of his life, his different at-
tachments to divers Princes and to cer-

tain Lords, the connexions he had, or
’ the
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the friendfhips he contracted with va~
tious perfons; on the other, the fitua-
tions in which he was placed when he
wrote his Hiftory, what parts of it were
undertaken at the folicitation of the
Count de Namur, a partizan of the
Englith, and thofe which he compofed
by the orders of the Count de Blois, a
friend to France.

For, if one is determined to perfoade
onefelf that he ought to be difpofed to
favour the Englith in all he relates untit
1369 ; from the fame reafon, he fhould
lean to the French in all the enfuing
years until the conclufion of his Chra-
nicle. T ought not to negleét to men-
tion that his prejudices are fometimes

vifible when he enters into the minuteft

details,
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details, as one may be convinced of by
the praifes he gives to the pjety and other
virtues of the Count de Foix, ftrongly
contrafted by thofe actions of cruelty he
had juft before related. But when an-
Hiftorian, difengaged from all paffiop,
fhould hold an even balance between
the different parties; when to this qua-
lity he adds that which cannot be re-
fufed to Froiflart, I mean, a continual
anxiety to be informed of every event,
and of every particular, that may inte-
reft his readers; he will yet be very far
from perfection, if to thefe acquire~
ments he does not add {found criticiﬁn:,
which, in the mulﬁtude of difcordant
relations, knows how to fﬁpa,rate: every
thing that is diftant from truth; or his

work



( 159 )
work will otherwife be lefs an, Hiftory,
than a heap of fables and popular ru-
mours,

Naotwithftanding all Froiffart tells us
of the care he took to hear both fides,
and to compare their different accounts
with each other, often with the original
pieces, I think he may be accufed of
fome little negligence on this head.
His manner of life allowed him but
little leifure to make all the refle@ions
and all the comparifons which fuch an
examination would require. In thofe
countries whither his ative curiofity
carried him, other attentions occupied
hismind. Charged fometimes with fe-
cret commiffions, he endeavoured to in-
finuate himfelf into the good graces of
thofe Princes he vifited, by compofitions

of
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of gallantry, by romances, by poetry i
and the love he ever had for pleafurc
took fuch pofleffion of both his time
and his heart, that his mind muft have
been often turned from the ferious me=
ditations of the cabinet, of which na-
turally it wa$ not very capable. Iam
not afraid to fay, that his manner of
life 1s to be found in fome fort re-traced
even in his Chronicles. One {ees in them
tumultuous meetings of warriors of all
ages, degrees, and countries; feafts;
entertainments at inns; converf{ations
after fupper, which lafted until a late
hour ; where every one was eager to re-
late what he had {fcen, or done: after
which, the travelling Hiftorian, before
he went to bed, haftened to put on

paper every thing .his memory could

recolleét.
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recolle@.  One fees in them the hiftory
of events which happened during the
courfe of almoft 3 century, in all the
provinces of the kingdom, and of all
the people in Europe, related withont
order. In a fmall number of chaplers
ore frequentdy muers with feveral dif-
ferent hiftories, begun, interrupted, re-
commenced, and again broken oft’; and
in this confufion the fame things re-
prated, whether in order to be cor-
re&ted, contradidted, or denied, or
whether to be avgmented.

The Hiftorian feems to have carried
¢ven to his compofition of the Chronicle
his love of romances, and to have imi-
fated the diforder which reigns in thefe
forr of works; from which one might
{ay he has affe@ed even to borrow their

M fiyle.
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fryle. 'Thus, for example, when hé be-
gins a narrative, he frequently ufes this
expreffion, ¢¢ Now the tale fays;” and
when he {peaks of the death of any one,
or fome other melancholy event, he
adds, ¢¢ but amend it he could not;”
phrafes which are to be met with in al-
moft every page of the romances of the
Round Table. _

However, all-I fay of this romantick
tafte of Froffart, which he feems to
have preferved in his Hiftory, applies
folely to the ftyle he makes ufe of; for
I have never once obferved that he at-
tempts to embellifh it with the marvel-
Jous. The faults which are met with
contrary to hiftorical exanefs, arife
folely from the natural confufion of his
mind, the precipitation with which he

wrote,



( 163 )
wrote, and the ignorance he muft ne-
ceffarily have been in refpeding many
things, which would have efcaped his
enquiries. What he relates of diftant
countries, fuch as Africa, Hungary,
Tartary, and, in general, the Eaftern
parts of the world, is full of the groffeft
blunders. 1n his time commerce had
not then formed any connexion with
thofe countries and our own : what was
known of them, was founded on the
faith of thofe whom accident had car-
ried thither, and who had refided too
thort a time among them to gain fuffi~
cient information refpeéting the man-
ners, cuftoms, and’ hiftory of thefe
people.  But if Froiffart has committed
many faults in what he relates to us,
the greateft, without doubt, is to have

M2 {poken
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fpoken at all of what he could not but
imperfectly know.

All thefe defeéts and imperfections do
not prevent his Chronicle from being
confidered as one of-the moft precious
monuments of our Hiftory; and that
the perufal of it thould-not be as agrec-
able as inftructive to thofe who, not
confining themfelves to the knowledge
of general falts, feek mn the details,
whether of particolar. events, whether
of the ufages of that age, to develope
the character of mankind, and of. the
centuries which have paffed.

Froiffart was born to tran{mit.to pof-
terity a living picture of an age, enemy
to repofe ; and which, amid the inter-
vals of troubles with which it was almoft
continually agitated, found. relaxation

only
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only in the moft tumultuous plea.
fures,

Befides the wars of fo many nations
which he deferibes, and in which he
informs us of divers ufages refpedting
the Ban and Arriere Ban, the attack and
defence of places, fortifications, detach-
ments, fkirmithes, orders of battle, ar-
tillery, marine, thearmour df thofe on
foot, and thofe oh horfeback ; one
finds i this Hiftory évery thing which
can excite chriolity with fregard to the
nobility and knighthood, theit chal-
lenes, their deadly combats, tilts,
toufnaments, chtrics of Princes, aflfem-
blies, feafts, balls, tlie dreffes of Both
fexes; fo that his Chronitle is for us a
complete body bf the antiquities of the
foutteenth tenttury. One muft own

M3 that
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that thefe details only attraét atfention
from their own fingularity; they are
related without ftudy, and without art:
it is, in truth, the familiar converfation
with a man of underftanding, who has
feen a great deal, and tells his ftory
well.  Neverthelefs, this amiable ftory-
teller knows how, at times, and in paf—'
ticular when he fppaké of any .gr.indr
event, to unite the majefty of Hiﬁor)f
with-the fimplicity of a tale. ILetany
one rtead, among other things, among
fo many battles which he has fo excels
lently painted; let him read the recitat
of the famous battle of Poitiers, they
will there fee in the perfon of the Princé
of Walcs a hero, far greater by the ge-
nerofity with which he made ufe of his
vitory, by his attentions to a conquered

| Prince,
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Prince, and by the refpe@ he always
paid him, than by thofe efforts of cou-
tage which had made him triumph. 1
do not believe there is any thing which
can equal the fublimity of this morfel of
Hiftory, nothing which can more cle-
,vate the heart and mind. Others, of
a very different nature, have their value
in their fimplicity : fuch is the cpifode
of the love of the King of England for
the Countefs of Salifbury; the tender
and affefting recital of which does not
yield to the moft ingenious and beft-
written romances.  The Hiftorian fome-
times takes a gay tone; as in the chap-
ter wherein he fpeaks of the impatience
of the young King Charles VI, to re-
ceive his new bride ; and in that wherein
he rclates the jokes which this Prince

M 4 made,
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made on his uncle, the Duke of Betry,
who, at a time of life not very fuitable
~ for love, married a young and amiable
wife.

The tafte of the author is very vifible
in the manner which he treats thefe fub-
jects; but, as the age he lived in knew
how to conciliate all things,)this' tafte
did not exclude the fund of devotion
which runs through the courfe of his
work. It is only to be wifhed that hg
had not degraded his religion, by a cre-
dulity ridiculoufly fuperfitious; falfe
miracles, prophecies, enchantments,
have notling in them fo abfurd as not
to find in him an unbounded and blind
belief. . Every one knows the tale he
tells of the demon Gorgon. One can
{carcely comprehend how he can conneét

with
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with Chriftianity the example which he
draws from the fable of Adtcon to juf-
tify the probability of an adventure of
the {ame fort, which makes part of this
tale. e has befides been reproached
with having difhonoured Hiftory by his
too great minutenefs. I agree that we
readily would have difpenfed with his
telling us at what fign thofe lodged of
whom he was {peaking, and from point-
ing out the inns where he himfelf had
fometimes taken up his quarters; but I
cannot equally condemn the love adven-
tures, the feafts, and ceremonies, of
which he has left us deferiptions, When
his narrations .fhall not be of fubjeéts
fufficiently noble, yet he paints fo
agrecably and {o true the age of
which he writes the Hiftory, that it

would,
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would, T think, be ungrateful to make
any complaints.

I have inferted fummarily in this
judgment a fketch of the opinions
which different authors have given of
him ; and they may be confulted. I
will add that of an author who knew
better than any other the full value of
a ready and natural genius.

¢ I love,” fays Montagne, ¢ Hifto-
¢ rians very unaffected or excellent:
¢¢ the unaffe&ted, wlio have not where-
¢¢ withal to add of their own, and who
¢¢ are only careful to colle&t and pick
¢ up every thing which falls within
¢¢ their hotice; and to put down every
¢¢ thing without choice and without
¢¢ forting, give us the opportunity of
¢ wholly judging of their truth, Such,

¢ for.
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¢ for cxample, is the good Troiffart,
¢¢ who has gone on with his work with
¢¢ fuch a frank fimplicity, that, having
€ committed a fault, he is no way
¢ athamed of avowing ity and correét~
““ing it at the place he is informed of
“it; and who tells us the dwverfity of
¢¢ rumours which were current, and the
¢¢ different accounts that were told to
¢ him. 1t is ifory, naked and un-
¢¢ adorned ; every onc may profit from
< it, according to the depth of his un-
¢ derftanding.”

I come now to the editions of Troif-
fart.  We have three black-letter ones,
and two pofterior to them : that which
I believe to be the oldeft, is by Anthony
Verard, at Paris, without a date, three

yolumes in folio, The fecond is, Paris,

by
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by Michael le Noir, the 15th July, 1503,
two volumes in folio; a handfome type.
The third is,‘ Paris, by Galliot dua Pré,
1530, three volumes in folio. 'The
fourth, Lyons, by John de Tournes,
1559, 1560, 1561, three volumes it
folio, revifed and corre@ed by Denys
Sauvage. The fifth, which copies ex:
altly the fourth, is Parisy by Gervais
Mallot, 1574, three volumes in folio ¥,

There

#* M. de St. Palaye does not feem to have
known all the editions of Froiffart. I have three
of different dates to thofe he mentions.

1. A moft fuperb copy on vellum, in four vo-
lumes, which otiginally belonged to the Sohbife
Yibrary, purchafed at the fale of the Bibliotheca
Parifiana ; printed in black-letter, by Guillaume

Euftace, at Paris, 1514,

2, An
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There is reafon to believe, from the
manner in which Father Long exprefles
Bimfelf, on the fubject of the editions
of Froiffart, that there may be others
where there have been united into one
body Ins Chronicle, with the firft con-
tinuation, by an anonymous writer, until
the year 1498, and with a fecond con-
tinuation until the year t513. But thefe
works have never been printed together.
This is not the only miftake which this
learned Librarian has made in the fame

article; as Iwill fome time hence explain,

2, An edton by Denys Samvage, in four vo-
lumcs, printed by Michael Sonnus, Paus, 1574,
Qlus had belonged to Mr. Secretary Criggs,

3. An edition by Denys Samvage, m four vo-
Jumes, prnted for Michael de Rogny, Tars,

1574 This had belonged to Mr. ‘Tyrwhitt.
when
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when I {peak of thefe continuations. He
alfo {peaks of an hiftorical work, printed
under this title : ¢¢ Order of the entry
¢¢ and happy arrival in the city of Paris
““ of Ifabella de Baviere, Queen of
““ France, wife of Charles VI. in the
¢ year 1389 ; extracted from the fourth
““ book of the Hiftory of Froiffart;”
without noticing either the date; or
place of its impreflion.

I am ignorant if this is not an old
fragment of Froiffart which Sauvage
had confulted, that had been printed
before the black-letter editions, and of
which I have never becn able to gain
any knowledge. To return to thofe
editions I have pointed out, I fhall fix
principally on that of Sauvage, and en-
deavour to fhew, at the fame time,

what
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what opinion fhould be formed of the
Llack-lettered editions which preceded
his.

If the Hiftorian has been accufed of
fhewing too great a hatred againft the
French in feveral partsof his Chronicle,
the Editor has been equally accufed of
fhewing too greatan inclination to them,
by fupprefling every thing which might
difpleafe them, Perhaps this charge is
only made in confequence of the firft;
and readers, prejudiced on one hand
that Froiffart had been an enemy of
the French, furprized on the other
at not finding any traces of this pre-
tended enmity in his Hiftory, may have
judged, without further reafon, that
Sauvage had retrenched, through love

to
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to his country, all that the Hiftorian
had written tlirongh hatred to it. The
French, with whom Sauvage, according
to this mode of reafoning, ought to have
found' favour, have not been lefs hard
upon him on another head. According
to feveral, lie has altered and disfigured
the proper names; he has changed: the
fimple language of the times of Froif-
fart, to fubftitute his own; in which he
has rather rendered the Hiftory more
ebfcure than he has enlightened it, and
has only caufed thofe editions which
were' prior to his own to become more
{carce, and more decar. We thall fee
if this is the recompence that all the
trouble he gave himfelf deferved: but
I ought firft to'fpeak of the manner in

which
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which he laboured at this edition, and
the afliftance he had, according to the

account which he gives himfelf.
Sauvage, having firft tranferibed the
printed copy of Galliot du Pré, com-
pared it with the two other black-letter
cditions, when he found the diffcrcpcc
between them {o trifling, that he thought
he ought to confider all three but as the
fame. He then collated his text with a
printed fragment ftill more antient; then
with the third volume of ¢¢ La Mer des
¢¢ Iliftoires,” in which Froiffart has
been copied from the beginning until
the 177thchapter; and laftly, with two
abridgements in MS. which he indi-
cates, not being acquainted with the
authors, by the names of ¢ La Chaux
N € and
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¢¢ and de Sala,” who had communicated
them to him,

The Editor, in acknowledging that
thefe abridgements, or manufcripts,
were fo much damaged, that he was
frequently obliged to guefs the mean-
ing, have been at times very ufeful to
him, gives notice that he did not fol-
low their punctuation; but, perfuaded:
that one cannot be too exact in religi-
oufly preferving the language of antient
authors, he follows, with a {crupulous
atten‘gion, the orthography, the antient
words, and antient modes of {fpeech,
although they were very different from
what they were when the firft copies
came from the hands of Froiffart. He,

neverthelefs, avows that, without dero-

gating,
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gating from the refpe& due to the an-
tient text, he has thought himfelf juf-
tified in making fome changes, but
folely, when he has been under the
ndifpenfable neceffity of fecking the
aid of better hiftorians, to give a mean-
1ing to paffages which wese in want of it.
Even in thefe cafes, the only ones in
which he has taken the liberty of making
any change, he has had tle precaution
to place in the margin the original read-
ing, however defeive it might be;
leaving, by this means, the reader the
power of judging of the correétions he
had made. With regard to proper
-names, and the names of places, he has
not touched them, from the impoffibility
of correéting them with fuccefs.

N2 The
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The Editor addreffes the four volumes

 Froiffart to the Conftable de Mont-
OJ orency, by as many dedicatory epif-
ﬁFs. One fees in the firft, and by an

thivertifement to his readers, that the
aditions he had already given of feveral
€f our hiftorians were but preparatory
0 a general hiftory of the Gauls and of
the kingdom of France, which he was
then at work on. _

ti Sauvage promifes nothing relative to

is edition of Froiffart, which he has

hot faithfully performed ; as one rﬁay
be convinced of, by following the notes
Ivhich hé added. T do not fay, that he

%as always well chofen from the differ-

Ent texts he had under his eyes 3 but,

if the corrections he propofes are not

all
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all equally juft, there are many which
offer a clear and very probable mean-
ing of paffages which, in the old edi-
tions, are a colle@ion of words without
connexion, and without fenfe. With
regard to the language, befides his at-
tention never to change any thing of the
antient words, he accompanies them
with an explanation whenever he thinks
them not fufficiently intclligible. Xis
zeal in this refpeét is more praifeworthy
than his intelligence. It is furprifing
that, after having publithed feveral of
our old authors, he was not better ac-
quainted with their language, and that
he fhould add fuch unnatural explana-
tions and etymologies.

As the chronology of Froiflart was
fometimes defe&ive; Sauvage has re-

N3 formed
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formed it in thofe places which appeared-
to him moft in need of it. He has often:
récalled to ‘thé reader’s memory diftant:
paflages, '1n order.to conciliate them,
or to fhew: their contradiétion ; or, in:
fhort,. to demonftrate the connexion of
certain faéts fo. each other ; but his at-
tempt in tllis'"part is fcarcely worth men-
ti—bﬁing,-'
- Some gén’éﬁlogiés; which regard per-
fons of whom Froiffart {peaks, as well
as fome remarks on divers places, whofe
~ 'pofition he attempts to fix, by relating
the different 'nar;ies they are called by,
fhew that t}ie editor Tad ‘not abfolutely
negledted. thefe two objets. "One muft
riot be furprized.-that fo many foreign
N names thould not al\k(éys be eﬁ(a&iy cor-
. et befides their having been changed’
T L ’ fince
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fince then, one fhould not impute as
blame, either to the author or cditor,
the faults of copyifts who have incor-
rectly read them, and who have written
them according to the pronunciation or
orthography of their language and age ;
for, not only are the mames read in as
many different ways as there are manu-
feripts, but they often vary in the fame
MS. as often as they are met with, The
only means to remedy this, is to clear
up Froiffart by himfelf, in collating
the various paflages where the fame
name is found ; and this is what Sau-
vage has done ; and for greater fecurity
he has read over five times the text of
his author; however, when he could
not draw"any advantage from this re-
peated reading, he has made ufe of

N 4 every
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every afliftance from any quarter he
could find. He appears, in fa&, to
have very carefully ftudied the maps
and defcriptions of thofe countries the
Hiftorian fpeaks of, and alfo to have-
confulted the people of thofe countries..
One obferves, that, when he had retired
to Lyons to give himfelf up more freely
to fftudy, he went to reconnoitre in that
neighbourhood the field of battle of Bri-
nay, or Brinais, in which- the Duke of
Bourbon had been defeated in 1360 by
the free companies. The defcription he
gives of it isvery inftructive, and ferves
to clear up the circumftances of that
event. An epitaph which he had read
in a church at Lyons ferves at another
time to prove the falfity of a date in

Froiffart, In fhort, there is fearcely

any
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any Hiftorian of importance, of what-
ever country he might be, whom Sau-
vage had not feen, in order the better
to underftand him on whom he wasat
work, and to make him better under-
fiood by others, and to confirm or to
re@ify his teftimony.  One may count
nearly forty authors whom he cites in
his margins, as well relative to the hif-
tory of France, asto that of England,
Scotland, Flanders, Germany, Spain,
Traly, Hungary, and Turkey. I add,
that he had confulted the ‘original acls,
fince he has inferted in his annotations
the ratification of the treaty of Bretigny,
.done by the Prince of Wales at Calais,
.after having tranferibed with his hand
upon a copy from the fame Prince, col-
lated by a ¢ Tréforicr des Chartes.”

If,
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If, then, the edition of Sauvage is
ftill very imperfedt, it has not any de-
fe&s but what the preceding editions
have in. common with 1t; to which,
howerver, it is infinitely {uperior. The
editor, well verfed in our antiquities
and our hiftory, exa& and indefatiga-
ble, proves, by the conftant ufe he
makes of the two manufcripts, by the
judgement he bears of their infufficiency,
and by the regrets he utters at not being
able to meet with better, that he has
been in greater want of affiftance, than
of good will, good faith, and capacity.

In his time, manufcripté buried in
the libraries of ignorant monks, or in
the archives of private perfons, and un-
known to their pofleffors, were loft to
the learned world, Times have fince

changed ;
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changed ; thanks to the attention of mi-
mifters, who neglet nothing for the
public good ; there is fcarce 2 man of
letters to whom manufcripts of all ages
are not become a {ort of property. No-
thing would be wanting to the good for-
tune of this age, if, with fuch abundant
fuccours, there could be found men, ag
laborious as Sauvage, to take advantage
of them; for, I have not a doubt, -but
that, if he had had the manuferipts we
poflefs, he would have given us an ex-
cellent edition of Froiffart.

The number of thofe known at this
day is fo confiderable, that, after the
Bible and the Fathers, I do not believe
there is any work of which there have
-been fo many copies; which fhews the
great efteem it has been held in during

every
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cvery age. In the fingle national library
there are upwards of thirty volumes in
folio, which contain feparately fome one
of the four books into which this Hif-
tory 1s divided. 'The numbers 6760,
8317, 8318, 8319, 8320, 8324, 8331-2,
8332, 8334, 8335 and 36 joined to-
getl}cr, 8334 ; and the numbers of the
manufcripts of Colbert, united with
thofe of the nation, 15, 85, and 231,
include the firft volume. The numbers
8321, 8330, 8333, 8337, and 8338,
added together with thofe of Colbert,
16, and 86, compofe the {econd vo-
Iume. The numbers 8325,'8358, 8337,
and 8338, added to thofe of Colbert,
87, and 232, the third volume. Thc
numbers 8329, 8331, 8341, 83544, add-
ed
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ed together, and that of Colbert, 17,
compofe the fourth volume. .

I fhould extend this Effay to too great
a length if Twas to deferibe the form,
the age, the titles, the omiffions, or
imperfe®ions, and other fingularitics,

which diftinguith thefe manuferipts. In
) regard to other and more effential dif-
ferences, I fhall fay in general, that the
greater part confift in tran{pofitions of
fome articles, changes, additions or re-
trenchments of words, of omiflions fome-
times confiderable ; abbreviations of fe-
veral chapters, or of many events; vague
tranfitions, ufelefs recapitulations of the
foregoing chapters; certain phrafeology,
which, like formulas, are repeated in
every page; and fome interpolations of
the copyuts, which, ferving only to

fwell
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fivell out the volume, have been wifely
curtailed by Sauvage in his printed edi-
tion. I will not quote any other exam-
ple but the paflage; where, {peaking
of the affe€ion of Edward IIL. for the
Princefs of Haynault, whom he mar-
vied, he fays, ¢“a fine {park of love
s¢ therefore firuck him ;” to which the
copyift adds thefe words, ¢ which Ma-
¢¢ dame Venus fent him by Cupid the
¢¢ god of love.” However, among thefe
frivolous additions, there may have been
{ome of importance, which it would be
proper to fearch for'in thofe parts that
offer any difficulty, or in thofe articles
which demand a ferious difcuffion.

After thefe general obfervations, I will

" fay one word of the principal fingulari-

<1es which 1 have noticed in fome of thefe
MSS,
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MSS. Thofe of the numbers 8317,
and 15 of Colbert, arc remarkable for
the corre@ion which has been put on
their mnrgin‘s in the article that men-
tions Philip de Valois's acceflion to the
Crown of France. The fame hand has
alfo added to this laft manufeript a note,
which is written on one of the blank
leaves which precede the Chronicle:
¢¢ Two verfes which'the Peers of France
¢ fent to King Edward of England, at
¢¢ the time he difputed the fucceffion to
¢¢ the Crown of France.

¢ Credo Regnorum qui enpis ¢ffe duorum
¢ Succedunt mares huie regne non mulicres *.*
In
* To re-eftablith the meafure and the fenfe of
the firft verfe, one muft, I thinh, add the word
Rex: regnorum qui Rex cupis effe duorum, And

to
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In number 8318, one reads in the
fame hand-writing with the manufcript,
that it was given to John Duke of Berry
the 8th November, 1467, vby William
Boifratier, Mafter of Requefts, and
Counfellor to this Prince. If it is the
fame which has fince been given by
M. de Chandenier to M. le Laboureur,
as this laft believed, it would be ren-
dered the more precious from this cir-
cumitance, that there would be found

an 1t very confiderable differences, that

to make Edward feel the application, one may,

inftead of Credo, read Crede, or Credito, of
which Credo is perhaps an abbreviation. With

regard to the fecond, the number of {yllables are

there which an hexameter verfe requires; and °
that fhould be fufficient not to quarrel with the

meafure, ST. PALAYE.

he
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he fays he has obferved in this manu-
{cript, from the printed copies, and more
efpecially from that of Sauvage; or it
would convince us of the falfity of this
imputation, which appears to me very
fufpicious.

But as the copy of M. le Laboureur,
a5 he himfelf informs us, contained mi-
niatures reprcfe\:xting the principal events
of the Hiftory, and that the one which
Boifraticr prefented to the Duke of
Berry does not contain any, it is cer-
tain that it cadnot be the fame. Al-
though the miniatures, head-pieces, ca-
pital letters illuminated and emboffpd
with gold, in the MS. 8319, arc of
great beauty 3 it muft, neverthelefs,
yield in this tefpe@t o number 8320,

8] from
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from which much ‘may be learnt rév
garding warlike cuffoms, ceremonies,
dreffes, and other points of antiquity.
The Reverend Father Montfaucon has
-taken from them the prints of the entry
of Queen Ifabella of France; and the
arreft of the King of Navarre, which
he has inferted in his ¢¢ Monuments
¢ Frangois.” Notwithftanding this’ I
believe, that in thefe miniatures, which
are not, at the moft, earlier than the
middle of the fifteenth cenéury, the
Painter has confounded the drefles of
his own age with thofe of the times
whofe hiftory he was painting.

"~ One fees at the beginning of feveral
MSS. the author reprefented differently
dreffed, fometimes as a Canon, '»;'ith his

s furplice

/
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furplice and aumuffz # 3 fometimes in a
purple robe, prefenting his work to the
King of France, or to {ome other Prince,
feated on his throne, and crowned. The
King of England is known by his robe
embroidered with leopards in the num-
ber 8331-2, and the Queen of England
in number 15 of Colbert's colleétions.
The moft antient of all the manu-
feripts of the firft volume arc the num-
bers 8318 and 8331-2, which appear to
me to be of the end of the fourteenth
century : and though many things are
deficient in each of them, their anti-
quity ought to give them the preference.
I have the fame opinion refpe@ing the
* Aumufleis a fort of bracelet of fur, which
Canons wear on their arms, when dreffed, I

cannot find any Englith word to tranflate it.

02 MS.
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‘MS. number 8333, being the moft ari-
tient of the fecond volume ; though it
does not {feem to me to have been written
earlier thanthe middleof thefifteenthcen-
“tury. The number83211sa continuation
of number 8320 ;' there are fewer mini-
atiires, but they are equally beautiful ;
which 1s the only merit they have ; for’
otherwife they are, properly fpeaking,
but an extract of Froiffart, and frequently
many chapters are omitted together.

Number 16, which 1s the fame wri-
ting as number 15, of which it is a
-continuation, contains, befides the fe-
cond volume, a part of the third, as
far as thefe words of the 44th chapter,
page 151 of the edition of Sauvage:
-%¢ Thus was broken off the éxp‘edition ‘
“ by fea at this time;” .to which 1t
. | adds,

~
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adds, ¢ which coft the Lingdom' of
¢ France C. M. francs, thirty times
¢ counted.”

Number 8330 has for title, © The
¢ third volume of the Chronicles of
¢ Froiffart;” although it’ contains but
the fecond. By a fimilar miftake one
reads, at the end of number 8523, which
concludes the third volume, ¢ here ends
¢¢ the {econd volume of the Chronicles
¢ of Froiffart.”  This NS. which is but
of the middle of the fiftcenth century,
is that in which the language of old
times is the moft preferved : perhaps it
has been copied from fome other more
antient and better than thofe which
remain to us, ‘There is at the cnd
fome circumftances concerning Froif-
fart, which are alfo in the MSS. 8328

s 03 and
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‘and .232’ and which are not 'in ‘the
printed copies. It is more from the
antiquity of the ftyle, that makes me
confider the MS. 83529, although {carce
catlier than the end of the fifteenth
century, as the beft we have for the
fourth volume. One finds in it, asin
the numbers 8331, 8241, 42, and 17,
two 1mportant additions. The firft is the
preface, which I have noticed in the
life of Froiffart ; the fecond terminates
the whole of his Chronicle, when the
author, towards the cnd, fpeaking of
the death of Richard, that he would
not enter 1nto any detatl of it, from want
of baving fufficient information. The
addition 1s a fort of ]etéer, true or falfe,
which is addrefled to him, and by which

he is informed of all the particulars;

fuch
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fuch as had been written by a man.
worthy of belief, who was then in Eng-*
land. The manner with which this fact
is related has not been forgotten by the
Englith hiftorians, who have mentioned
the different rumours which had gone
abroad on this fubject.

Number 17 feems to have been writ-
ten by the fame hand as 15 and 16, and
the three added to the NS, of the third
book, which is wanting, made perhaps
the work complete.

Under the number 169 of the Coiflin
library, at prefent in that of St. Ger-
main-des-Prez, are comprehiended four
volumes, three of which are of the fime
band-writing ; thatisto fay, of themid-
dle of the fifteenth century, containing
the firft, the third, and laft book of

04 Froiflart,
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Froiffart. 'The fourth, which is of the
fame writing, but more beautiful, is
another copy of the laft book, with the
addition which I haveljufc mentioned,
concerning the death of Richard.

M. Mahudel has communicated to me
aMS.of the beginning of the fiftcenth cen-
tury, without a title, and which may have
been thought written by ¥roiffart; but
it is only a very fuccindt abi‘idgcn{ent,
in which has been preferved, as much as
poflible, the original text of the Hif-
torian until the end of the firft volume,
where the abridgement ceafes. It is di-
vided into fix books, of which the two
firft end with thefe words: ¢ Here fi- .
¢¢ nifhes the firft (the fecond) book of
¢¢ this fecond volume of the Chronicles
¢¢ of England, and confequently the fe-

¢ venth
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e« venth (the cighth) of the four vo-
€< lumes parciaufx” One reads alfo at
the end of the fixth, ¢ Xlere finifhes
¢ the fecond volume of the Chronicles
¢¢ of England ™

This MS. probably made part of four
volumes of a compilation of a Ilitlory
of England, divided each into fix books;
fuch nearly as our Chronicles of St. De-
nys. The firft volume weuld have con-
tained cvents anterior to Froiffart; and
as the fecond, which we bave, includes
an abridgement of his firft volume, one
may prefume that the two following
would, in Iike manner, have contrined
that of the threc other volumes, and
perhaps alfo the hiftory of the times

poltetior to them,

This
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" This abridgement, howcver, 1s the
{ame to that of La Chaux, which Sau~
vage has made ufe of; I difcover the
marks by which he has pointed it out,
with exception of the firft leaf, which
may have been loft.fince that time.

'To this great number of "MSS. others
muft be added, which contain only very
fhort abridgements of the Chronicle of
Froifiart ; and which are to be found in
the national library, among the MSS. of
the Colbert colletion. Such are the
numbers 169, which includes part of
the firft and fecond volumes™ abridged ;
258, nearly conformable to the forego-
ing : but where they have added at the
end four pages, ‘containing *“ The tenor
“ of the Letters of 'alliancp of France

¢ with
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f¢ with Scotland” in 1379, with ths
names of thofe Lords, as well Scots as
Trench, who figned the Treaty ; and
2444, which comprehends the abridge-
ment of the four volumes, This is pre-
ceded by a preface, whercin the abbre-
viator having faid he fhoulld fetlow
Froiffart ¢ chapter by chapter,” 21ds,
“ and becaufe this fame Mafter John
¢ Froiffart has not made an Index to
< his firft book ; and by me=ns of the
¢t Index to a book one miy, at onc
¢ glance, fee thofe prts which one
¢ may be defirous to read; I hwe re-
¢ folved to divide this firft book into
¢ one hundred and twenty-feven chap-
#¢ ters.”

‘We fee nothing in thefe MSS, which
cither cftablifhes the pretended enmity

. of
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of Yroiflart againft the .French, nor
which juftifies the accufation brought
againft Sauvage of baving alrered the
text of his Iiftorian.  But a magnifi-
ent MS. at Drellaw {urnithes, according
to fome writers, an incontefiable proof
of it. The learncd world, {ay they, be-
licve they have an entire FPrawffart; 1
has been groflly deceived by Sauvage,
who has not preferved the tenth part of
itin his edition.  Onc may reply to this
charge ; 1ft, That Ssuvage will be al-
‘ways exempt from reproach, fince hic
has given us the text of Froutart, fuch
as he had {een it in the known copies of
his time.  2dly, That the defeription
they give us of the miniatures of this
MS. of Breflaw, makes us believe that it
cannot be much older than towards the

cnd
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end of the fifeenth century , ard that,
confequently, 1t1s but of very wraderate
authorty  In fhort, after the ancement
of fo many o*her MSS of wluch many
even hae been wrney i hglard, or
deftined for that coun’ri, fince the au-
thor 15 reprefented =< ofie=my I s book
to the hang and Queen of Faglnd, it
will not be eafy to perfutde tl & norld
that the fingle NS of Brefl. s contams
alone fuch very confida ble difitrences.
At leaft 1t becoraes our prud.once to fuf-
pend our judge nent, unul they fnll
Live publift ed the MS. wfelf. or fome
of thofe paflages winch are faid to have
been retrenched.  One cannor 101 ea-
gerly prefs the pofiffors of it to allov
the publick to particspate of a treafure
fo mfimtely precious to the losess of

Hiftory,
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Fiftory. I, hitherto, we have been s
an error, we will cheerfully turn back;
and there 1s not a man of letters poflefs-
ing {enfe, who, laying afide all national
intereft, would not ardently defire to
wave the Chronicles of Froiffart, fuch
as they came from the hands of the au-
thor. Many MSS. of Froiffart are to be
found in the librases of foreign coun-
trics. There is one in the library of the
Cathedral of Tournay, according to the
report of feveral Flemifh Librarians *;

three in England, according to the ca-

# M. de St, Palaye is ignorant how rich this
countiy is in MSS. of Froiffart. There are many
magnificent ones in the Britith Mufeum, at Ox-
ford, Cambridge, and in other public and private
librarics. I have in my library not lefs than fix;
but not one is a complete Hiftory.

talogue
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taloguc of MSS. in that kingdom; v hich
atfo mentions fome manufcript notes cols
lefted by Mr. Afhmele; and othiers 3-
gain, which may I;.c feen i the nev Ca-
talogue of MSS. by Father Mo »fauon.
- Befides the antient abridgements of
Froiffart, Sleidan, full of admiration
for this TTiftorian, and anxious that
the wility which may be drawn from
him fhould be common to all ages and
-nations, made in 1537 a Latin abridye-
ment, which was afterwards tranflated
into French and Englith by D, Golin,
+in 4to. London, 1608.

In a prefice, or epiftle, which pre-
cedes the Latin edition, the author re-
commends the fludy of the Iliftory of
France above all others, and prticu-

larly that of Froiffart, whofe candour

he
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Tie praifes, and whom he only finds fault
with for being fometimes too minute in
. his military details, and in his converfa-
tions with Princes.. For}eign writers have
accufed Sleidan of not having compofed
this abridgement with the difinterefted-
nefs and fidelity that was to have been
expeéled from a man of fo great a repu-
tation, and to have wifhed to favour the
Trench too much; to have pafled over
the moft brilliant adions of the Eng-
lith, wlhere he quits the fenfe of his.
author, in writing otherwife than Froif-
fart had done: this laft reproach does
not feem to me founded. With re- .
gard to omiﬁions, he has taken that li-
berty which an abbreviator ought to-be
allowed, to attach himfelf chiefly in ex-
tracting what he thinks f{uitable for his
purpofe 5
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purpofe s and that Sleidan, who at the
time was living in France with French-
men, may, without.any want of can-
dour, have attached himfelf principaily
to thofe fadts which concerned them.
It will not be fo &afy to juftify Belle-
forét, who, giving a French abridge-
ment of Froiffart, had*contented himfelf
with tranflating Lirerally Sleidan, with-
out ever mentioning the author whom
he tranflatgd.

The Englith, whom the reading of
Froiffart intereffs in fo particular 2 man-
ner, havein their language a tranflation
of the Chronicles of Froiffart, compofed
by Sir John Bourchier, Lord Berners,
by order of King Henry VIII, and
printed towards the end of his reign,
There is alfo one in Flemith, printed

- P by
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by Guerrit Vander Loo, in folio; with-
out counting that in the fame tongue
which Voffius had feen in manufcript.

I {hall not fay any: ﬂnng of thefe tranf-
lations, not havmg met with either.
That of Bourchier is, they fay, more
. correct than the “French editions, in re-
‘ga.rd to proper names * ; this muft, how-

ever, be underftood to mean Englith

* T am forry I muft contradiét M de St. Pa-
Taye, in his opinion of Lord Berners’s tranflation.
Had it been as he imagines, I thould not have at-
. tempted to offer a new tranflation to the publick:
but, fo far from being correct as to names, he
mangles them nearly as bad as old Froiffart. I
cannot flatter myfelf with having fucceeded to
my own fatisfaction, althougil I have taken every |
poffible pains to make it as complete as the diffi-
culties would allow me,

(79 o

c,&

names.
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names, The Flemifh tranflation muft
have the fame advantage with regard to
proper names, and names of places in
Flanders, They 'm:xy both be of great |
utility to whocvef fhould wifh to give
a good edition of Froiffart,

eggww
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