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AFFIDLVIT in the matter of Japanese ‘ar Crimes and in the
ratter of the ill-treatient, torture, starvation and
rmrder of coclies on the gian-purma Railway.,.

':'IHE DETOMNINT (Captein L. H, lallace, Indian 1pdical Service)
wishes to moke the folloving statement:-

:
| 1, orne Adaress; Captain pdwin Herbert 'allace, I,M.S.
Mylnebeck House, Icke Road,
VINDERITRIE, ‘estnorland.,

mit, Indian Medical Service,
On 2X=",0,.7¢ leove,

attaciied to India office, london.

te & Tlace of Capture; 15.2,1942, Singapore,

stateirient of atrocities,
(1) XINS.YOI” COOLIE HOSI ITAL, SLM. JULY, 1943.

"hen the Japanese l!edical ,uthorities (that is, the opinicn of
he Jupanese N,C.0. in local char_e) considered thuat coclie cascs of
CIOLIR.. were dan_ercusly ill and thoucht nct to recover, or when the
CIIOLLR.. HOSIITLL (& meagre hut holding 40 nixed pritish 7,0,17, and coolie
patients) wous full, then these patients were shoved into a small lean-to
s.:elter of uttap leaves and left to their fate, 0 procvision was nade
for tieir fcedin  or drinkin:: and the doctor i/c the Coolie Cholera
flospital was nct ; iven necessary medical supplics or staff to deal with
tuese wwanted or excess patients. They vere left to die, T saw ccolies
crawvling, from this hut cn their knees beging for food and their only
ansver fron the Japanese orderlies was abuse and kicks, In the Cholera
Hos:-ital itself the pritish 7,0, i/c was overworlicd, under-staffed and
so 11l equipped with instruments and drugs thet ncedles mode fron barnboo,
cut by thenselves, were used for intravcnous sucline infusions necessary
for the treatiient of cliclera, This was scen by iyself,

ithessesg Captein Clristison, R.A.I"

. L J

Major Crawfcrd, "

It wus said of Cholcera Hospitals in this areac that excess or
ncarly dead coolie patients were ferecd into cormon pit _raves and buried
alive - if therc was protest, tlhe coolies were beaten down with spades by
Japanesc orderliics, This fact T often hecard substantiated by many
R.A,1,C, orderlies from different camps; eye-witness of this particular
atrocity -

Jul.NESE COMUIINDANT - MNames unknowmn,
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(2) ¥INSLYOK COO

; T was tcld, in 1y capacity as doctor, to acconpany the Japanese
.0, of the J.J.MNESE IMPERL.L LRVY MYGIELNTT UNIT, in order to ive anti-

. eholera innoculations to coolies, 7¢ arrived at a Sanitary Cordon Hut on

the path leadin; from thc south along the railway line then being cone

~ structed, .t dusk a lon; proccssion of coclies, carryin_ their belongings

“and children, and utterly exhwusted, walked throuch the control barrier

" and so onwards to the carp where they wculd rest for the ni ht. Instead

of trecatin, these coolies with consideration - they were already starved

- and had walked all day carrying loads without fcod - the Japanese tdoctors!

made constant 'fun'! of these exhausted coolies. The usual procedure at

these pecints (a2 necessary one since cholera was rampant up and down w*the

' linew® at that tiue) was for an examination cf the anus with a glass, netal

. or bambco probc to be rade, and the coolie sprayed with o disinfectant.

. This was ull cdone in an atrocious ranncr. Ferxmile coolies, naturally,

. objected to lifting up their skirts in front of a jecring 10ob of white

. coated Japanese and their many fricnds standing in the rear -~ these wonien

were picked out by the Japanese and often their skirts were thrown ri ht

- over their heads, or tleir heads forced aovm to the _rouna, whilst a

- laughing crowd cxanined the womnan's fprivate parts', If either a man or

. & wonen, usually white haircd and exhausted, lingered or seemed uhicertain

- of what to do they were herded forvard by smacks all over the body with

lar;e baribco sticks or poles, If there was any hesitation whilst the

. sprayin;; was done then the smarting disinfectant was purposely sprayed

" into the face and eyes. The anal examination was performed by Japanese

. redical orderlies, T ¢ave the innoculations of anti-cholera serun; the

Japanese 1M,0, Liirself stood at one sicde of the line of coclies waving a

' huge stick and many times, when coolies were bending down, he would strike

. then acress the buttecks with a large bamboo pole, cne inch thick at least,

- end also kick them, on doing this he would leap up into the air with glee

and shouts of nirti, with his coréerlies joining in upon cach occasion, At

. the same tinc he himself wore a white face iwmsk, white coat and biz boots

and he ot an orderly to spray him 2ll over every so often, On the way

i baclzy in halting pn;lisi., he explained to ry protests that these coolies

vere in lhiis opinion sub-huian and not worthy of any consideration and

. secred surpriscd that I did not take the sane view; he then passed on to

' & discussion of how Japanese surgical scicnce was far in advance of the

- British and /nerican efforts.

| FiUINTST M,0.'s NIEs  Unknown,

. natnessy Captain Brovm, R....M.C.» 198 Field ;mbulance,

10STITAL, 133 102. Sian Burma Border,

JuH! 12}4-2 &= .Tanuarzj. IEM.

, Here was a very large coolie hospital even in the early days of
i 1943 7TIatients who were considered likely to die, or whose treetnent
- would have to be prolonged, and who, after being cured and were considered
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of no further use cs labour on the railwvay, were all put into the *pead
' Houser (named so by the Japanese thenselvcs), This was a lon.. badly nade
. lmt, liable to flooding, &t tae river side and allovwed to gt into a rost
| delapidatcd condition and altlhiow:h 200-300 yards fron the rest of the
hospital huts not provided vith its ovm fireplaces or kitci:en. The
Joanese rmecdical orderlies very rerely visited this place and did not
. bother at all with its admdnistration, and no British M,0. or R.A.INC.
' orderly was allowed to visit it. The conscquence of this lack of
' attention was that the mativer® (Iplay Tamil dressers usually) dressers
' and the mplayan Scrvice Tanil wdoctor® who was really an cX-dresser, Verec
in echarze of this hut and seriocusly rdsabused their positions Iatients
vere left entirely without trcatient for nany days on end, food and
water was not supplied to patients unablec to rise fromn the bamboo franes
i on which they lay - the sstink® in consequuence of unattended wounds and
unattended exerctions of nature was aluost unbearable in the heat, I used
to visit this wpead House® and was told nany piteous stories by the innates
- tley accused the so-callcd native arcssers of not bringing in their two
pmeals of rice and chillie water (allowed by the Japanecse ) unless thoy werc
bribed to Go sc - some of them had cven to pay ton dollars ($10) for a
container of water. They crawled about, or lay any.here, as best they
 could,/

T consider the frightful state of this particular "pead House"
(there was one in every Japonese coolie hospital) at that time to be a
serious ris-use of nedical privilege by the Japanese authorities running
the coolie hospital, The truth is thut conditions in this hut were SO
disgusting that the Japanese thenselves preferred to keep away despitc
their redical responsibility.

Jig NESE M, 0'® NAIE - forzotten,
~jtnessess- Captain J.L, Frew, /ustralien medicel gerviece, (13 3.G.He)

rieut, T Torlinson, F.M,S,V.F. (MBlayan Medical gervice)
captain Gibson, R.A.M.C.

(L) NTZAD COOLIT Call, JULY, 1943 - Julle 1941 .

T lived in a tent opposite the juard-house of the Japanese
military pclice (KELIT.I). On nany occasions I sav uany coolies forced
up the big trees necar the guard-house by Japanesc using long sharpened
baitbco poles, then coolies had reachcd the top of the trces and could £O
no further they were repeatedly jabbed at by the Japanese guards with these
sharpened polcs, The cries cof fear and horror of thesc men could be heard
all over the caup, and they were often kept up in these positions for 48
hours at a tire without food or watcr. On several occasions I saw coolies
fall down off the trees when they were only snerled at and kicked by their
captors. On one occasion I saw o coolie of age about 50-60 (Lrey hair and
eraciated) thrown into the nearby swift river despite his exhaustion; he
floated, repeatedly sinking, down the river and was rescucd by 8 I'g04'y
(a rrivate J, Dunk, R.4iel1¢Cos attached F,M.S.V.F.) bathing further cown,
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Despite his state the coolie crawled into the jun;le bleeding, and
presunably died later at night, At ni ht tine the coclies in the trees
ntd no respite as the Japanese _uards whenever they felt like it attached
burnin;, pitch fagrots to the end of their poles and continued to jab away
at thc coolies above with firec ~ accorpanied as usual by the howls of the
nen and the laughér and jers of the cuags, Lt this saie pam-house coolics
caucht for various misdemcanours (and I have to admit, that of stealing
which the Japancse were very intolerant cf - but senerally on acccunt of
absenteceisn from work) were flogged extrernely severely by these Kerpci
cuards - in scveral instances T have seen coclics faint off tied up against
trces with their severe punishment,

S OF GUARDS: Unknown,  fitnesses: .s in Mo. (3).

(5) EKLNBURI COOLIL HOSPIT..L, SI.M, OCT, 1944 - M.RCH, 1945.

I was placed in charge of the Dysentery "ard of this Hospital -
at this tiie there was an avera;e of 40 patients daily, and cn avera e of
l - 3 deaths daily, My indictment is that patients were not given
sufficient dressings for their wounds and totally insufficient drugus for
treatuent. Iweline pydrochloride, the only drug; capable of saving life
in /moebic pysentery, was absclutely with-held despite alnost daily
protests. Ivery nornin, T had to attend the Japanese Medical Stores for
ry issue of drucs and dressings for this ward - although the ward was con-
sidered the mpead House® by the rest of the hospital, and so adnitted
the mcst fulninating cases of Tropical Ulcer - cases in vhich one or both
legss night have the bone completely exposed from knee to ankle - I was yet
cravely every meorning handed a piece of cauze, ‘3 inches by 3 inclies, or
sraller; one bandage every third or fourth day; half a dozen tablets of
soda bicarbonate; one tablet of aspirin; a few crystals of Totassiun
ermanganate; and 1 - 3 tablets of an antiseptic akin to jcriflavine
called wRpivanolr; cotton vool,one handful if one was lucky. Consequently
dressings had to be provided from the boiled clothin ; of ccolies who had
died, and when that was used up, Just leaves, No instrunents were supplied

1¢Ce 10 sScCissors cr forceps, bottles or jars rarely.

pue to the ill-equipped state ccolies in the lust stages of
Dysentery had to be nursed on ncts on the bere sround as the mats beeane
filthier and filthier by excreta they could not be rcplaced despite
protests. Food was supplied but wus of such inferior quality (rice and
vegetable soup chiefly) tlhiat it was impossible for patients to recover on
it especially when already suffering: from starvation, beri-beri and dysen-
tery., During this pericd T remember at least three ratients who comaitted
suicide as they realised there was nc nope for then; one suicide would
cormence a sequence of such acts throuhout the hospitul as the railway
line was couveniently near.

I do not know whether T can directly blame the Japancse
Cormiandant (Captain, now Major, KUDO of the I.Je.ie INnCineer Regt.) for

these conditions, put there was a serious shortace of druys, dressincs
and food in thie eorm. 2and the Mthavitioe vhinh mamrdd+a7 - ea L R
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and, I think, 6 cr less Japanese orderlies, It is thus not surprisin:
that therc must have been leaksares and thefts of food and arugs.

I de know thit Mpjor IUDO ot drunk very frequently and that he
chased any foir-lookin; coolie wouan petient he ever saw and tslept® w7ith
her dcs;ite the husbandt's protests, and also that a IRlay dresser wished
to run awyy as his wife was being approached by the commandant, So it is
not surprising that the ruwaour ot arcund that the vegetables which should
have becen _iven as rations to the pritish Te0.W8 in the curp were sold in
tie coolie cantcen and that prisoners (all 17,08 and nedaical ordacrlics)
could thus buy back thcir own raticns at hi_h rates,

Cile COMLIDANT: Major (then Captain) KUDO, I.J.... Bn ineers,

itnesses; Lt.Cols BENSON, Re..eMC., 27 Indian Fiecld sabulance,
Scte STONEILN, RedeleCey 198 Ficld .rbulance,

(6) In this Xanburi Coolic ijespital was a Mmr. Chin (a 1malay
born Chinesec, livin., before the war at mttervorth, near Penang). I
have no proof but lLie was widcly suspected by 21l ,0,7, as bein. an accon-
plice cf the Jyapanese, and that he save information away to the rRI
Tolice (Japanese rilitery Police) at Kanburi concerning leckeie of news
fren the cutsice weorld into the canp - this inerininated friendly sSiamese
subjects and causecd the torture of Rritish I's0.V/e Under the Japanesc
relice, He was definitely enti-pritish wvhen 1 first knew hin latc in
1944 but grodually changed his vievs, «t the tine vhen tharc was a XpM'I
enquiry regarding British —,0.1.. subversive activitics I saw Ir. CHIN
cyelirng into Fanburi town every morning vhich was an unusual prastice
for hin as he worked in the hospital every morning as vhead doectore,
I have no dcfinite information excepting for his ori;inal anti-gritish
views and his opinion that we should lose the wvar, 7T havc to say that his
wife, nane urknown, was friendly to British ITrisoncrs and on cne ocecasion
~a8ve one tied up against a pole at the cuard House a [ lass of water
despite the objecticns of the Jopanese Guards,.

_IINESSES:; Lieut, Col. Beason, Re:aMC,y 27th Indien Field .mbulance,
lajor Crawfcrd, R,i,lLC.» (Estatc pocter, JOHORE ).

(7) The jcneral nedical and sanitary management of the entire
coclie caips spread up «nd down the Sian-Buria Railwvay was absolutely
deplorable, und conditions cven at this late catc seenm unbelievable,

The administration was such that whole bodies of thouswnds of soolies and
British 2,0.'s would be rxrecihed all aay to new cauyp sites; they would
then be left to build tleir own kuts and be left sometines even without
rice Ifor fccd for days at a tine, This cccurred when *Fw® and wye Foreccs
cf I'risoners arrived in sian froi Sin;apore, Considering the extrerely
hard ianual lubour of coolies and our o 1en the food during 1943 and
early 194l wes absoclutely inadequate, len working from before damm up
t1li nddni ht had to _o for periods of L to 8 weeks on a diet of rice and
veoetable water only. Tt is not surprising that hundreds collapsed fron
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starvation and the consequent lovered resistance to tropical diseases
sueh as malaric and dysentery. JAlthough the Japanese redical authorities
knew the prevolence of malaria, meosquito nets durdng 1943 and ecarly 1944
vere not sup.lied to coolics or prisoners, Thaere was a total lack cof
appreciation of the situation by local juwrds so that coolies and T ,0,V.
vould errive perhaps with plenty of rice but no contuiners tc cook it in,
gickness throushout this periocd was not considered a cause of absentceisn,
and coolie cap 1MNDORS (Chiefs) had to produce & certain fixed percentage
of workers present cvery day - if the fijure fcll the Japanese Juaras
vculd visit cooliec and Rritish Hospitalsand whip the nen with ccines or
strike them with baiboo polcs ané rcke the: ccie out to work (I saw this
cone ryself many a time in coolic hospitels and once at the Rritish
Hospital at rINSAYOr in July 1943 - the protests cof Rritish doctors were
not considered and often the doctor ended up with a beating hinself, The
provision of sanitary facilitics was ludicrcus - merely pits without any
shelter for thousands of men, and these had to be dug by patients fron
the hospitals as the rest of the carps were out working on the railway dur-
ing; daylichte The cclleetion of flies round the open latrine pits was
¢issusting and by their disseuination amon; st living huts and cookhouses
diseases syreud repidly at every cap. Tith the advent of cholera to back
up the dysentery and nwlaria the Jupanese were forced to send dovn to
ginsapore, when it was already tco late, for a party cf 4O doctors and
about 20C R..1..LC, nedical persomnmel in order to prevent the entire
coclie and —,0, . labocur froi: bein. wiped out. Ry Noveuwber, 1943, there
were well over 5,000 deatlis in the F & H British Force of lLabour, and as
re;ards ccolies an cstimution is difficult but I know that at S/N KRYZR
coclie canyp (ebcut 120 Rie from T.NMBUSAY.LT, and & few K, above NIIIAE)

the decth rcll in Noverber, 1943, wus 40-50 daily for a period of 6-8 weeks
in one small caup alone, On the march wmp-countryr from KINSLYOK to
NIK.E, every hundred yards or so of the path worn by previous prisoners
and coolies, wc met dead bodies of coolies or the unnistakable siell of a
deceyin; corpse - these were of roen who had been forced to marci in too
exhausted a state or who had fallen ill on the vay «nd had been left behing,

Tn sor.e instances Japunese guards tried to anend the conditions
but they were poverless in the facc of a weefully inadequatc supply ana
mcdical or anisation, |

In ry opinion thc Jeparcsc lrdical Colencl in chargce cf the
railwvay MeEdical & Senitation cdiopistrotion and whose H.(,. vas at LIBURI,
and who dcseribed the Juericaans vho bailt the Tanama Canal as ®big wulte
becasts® is the Japancsc officer dirczily to blare for the absolutely
unneccssary hich death roll armengst coolics and prisoners on the railway,
certainly in 19/43. Hec rust take the biare for responsiblility for racial
hatrcd as witnessed by his speech to British doctors vhom he made sit
for an cxanination to prove they were doctors, and for his failure to
transport nedical, food and sanitary supplies to the forward caups cutting

hedr way throuch viroin jungle, There was also inadequatce supervision of
Tapancse 1xcdical ;uards and orderlies who were allowed to treat coolics as
tlicy thoucht f£fit and who werc piven far too wide powers of local
adnidnistraticn,
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J.DANESE | : 'S ITs Unknovn - 1,0, @t Kanburi, Sin,
June - DECCiby 1911.30

7dtnessegs Mpjor Cravford, R...M.C. (Estate Doctocr, Jchore, Malaya),
captain J.,L. Frew, isustralian ledical Service, 13 A,G,.l.

(8) INFORIATION REGARDING NUMEER OF COOLIL DELTHIS ON RaILVAY.

T AR S S S TS T

nstination extrencly difficult as I only saw one camp at a time
and had no birds-eye view of the railway line as a whole., I have livcd
in gix differcnt coolie hospitals up and dowvn the line and, to; ether
w7ith discussion with other doctors, have forricd the conclusion that I
should not be surpriscd at any figure betwecn 100,000 and 150,000
coolies throuchout the carly 1943-1945 period,

(sizned) E.H, JLLLACE, Captain,
mmdian Medical Servicc,
Menber of wKr Medical force on
cian-purra Railwvay Junec, 1943
to sy ust. 1945.

“inderiierc.

17.291}.6.

‘ I, “D..) 17 HERBIRT VullLsCL, do soleunly and sincerely declare that the
foreg;oins statement is true to the best of 1y knowledge and belief,
and T iake this solerin declaration conscicentiously believing the sane

to be truc,

(signed) T.H. VALLLCI, Captain, |
DECLARTD before me this 18th day of FEBRUARY, 1946.

(signed) E... HEWETSON,
Justice of the Teace for the
County of V/estixrland,

Excriined with original affidavit at H.0. ALFSTA this seventeenth day
of /pril 1946, and certified a true copye.

(sigred ) ?
Lt QCO]..’ Leaal St&ff'
Tar Crines Legal Section,

[IFSEA, Singaporec,




